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PREFACE.

The Annals of the Four Masters being now published for the first time, there are

some particular points which require explanation. The copy from which this translation

has been made, has been accurately compared with that in the possession of Sir William

Betham, which was transcribed by the translator from the original autograph MS. in the

Library of the Royal Irish Academy, and is therefore perfectly authentic. Mr. Connellan

the translator was eminently qualified for his arduous task, being one of the best Irish

Scholars of the present day, having extensive experience in transcribing and translating

ancient Irish MSS. for a period of more than twenty years, and had the honor of being

appointed Irish Historiographer to their late Majesties George IV. and William IV. in the

Royal Irish Academy. The copious Annotations to the Annals have been compiled by

Philip Mac Dermott, Esq., M. D., assisted by Mr. Connellan, with valuable materials from

the library of Sir WiUiam Betham. These Annotations are admitted to contain extensive

and accurate information on Irish History and Antiquities ; and, together with the transla-

tion, have stood, and will be found to stand the test of learned and candid criticism. In a

work published in Numbers as these Annals have been, it was difficult to arrange the

materials given in the historical and topographical Notes, which have no immediate

reference to the text, as it was necessary that each Number should be noted with the

matter that was prepared at the time, whereas, in a Book brought out all at once, any

arrangement can be adopted. Independent of the Annals, the Notes will be found

to contain a great mass of materials, and much mteresting and important information,

not hitherto published, together with collections from various sources, rare Books and

Manuscripts ; the whole forming a Compendium of Irish History, from the earliest ages

to the English Invasion, vidth continued illustrations, to the end of the Annals in the

l7th century, the great object of the present publication being to present to the Irish

people as much as possible of their own History, at a moderate cost, and make it ac-

cessible to all.



With respect to the arrangement of the Annotations, it is recommended to read,

rather as an Introductmi to the Annals, all the Notes which have apparently no immediate

reference to the text of the Four Masters, such as the articles on the various ancient

Colonies that peopled Ireland, and on the History and Kings of the early ages ; on the

Danish Wars, on Antiquities and Topography ; for, by first reading those accounts of the

ancient History before the English Invasion, the matters recorded in the Annals will be

elucidated, and more easily understood, and as the Anglo-Norman Invasion immediately

followed the Danish Wars, they both form part of one chain of events ; hence the

wars of the Anglo-Normans in this country, will be more clearly comprehended by first

getting an account of the Danes and Norwegians, who were the ancestors of the Normans

of France who conquered England, and afterwards, mider the name of Anglo-Normans,

or English, came here with Strongbow and his followers, and make such a remarkable

figure in Irish History ; therefore, it was considered important to elucidate these affairs,

which was the more particularly required, until the first part of the Four Masters can be

published at some future time.

The Topoffrapkj/ of ancient Ireland, of which an account is given in the Introduction

to these Annals, forms a peculiar feature in this work; it was written about 450 years ago,

but is now for the first time translated from the original Irish, and published in these Notes

with copious explanations and additions. These Topographies of O'Dugan and O'Heerin

may be considered as a sort of " Domesday-Book" of Irish History, containing an account

of the rank, titles, and territories of the Irish Princes, Lords, and Chiefs, in the 12th, 13th

and 14th centuries, thus forming a most important record, and affording invaluable infor-

mation on the ancient families, and great landed proprietors. In the additions to those

topographical works, ample accounts are given of the rank, genealogies, and possessions,

not only of the Irish Princes and Chiefs, but of the Nobility, and families of note of

English descent in Ireland, with memoirs of many eminent Irish and English historical

characters ; the Annotations eAso contain a comprehensive outline of the History of

each of the five Provinces or Kingdoms, Meath, Ulster, Connaught, Leinster, and Mun-

ster, which constituted the Irish Pe^itarchy, together with a condensed account of the

Histoi^y and Antiquities of every county, and of the Ancient Literature of each of the

Provinces. It is to be observed that the numerous passages in parenthesis are not in the

Irish of the Four Masters, but are additions explanatory of the text, and thus introduced

to avoid the inconvenience of a great number of small notes, which would otherwise be

required. The Index is condensed, but at the same time sufficiently comprehensive, and

Avill be found to contain copious references to all the names of persons, places of note,

and remarkable matters recorded either in the Text or Notes.



The Publisher, grateful for the extensive patronage conferred on this Work by the

Public, the friends of Irish Literature, and his numerous and highly respectable Subscribers,

amounting to more than seven hundred, whose names he regrets he had not an opportunity

of publishing, begs respectfully to state, that he has it in contemplation to bring out the

first part of the Four Masters, and some other ancient Irish Annals, on receiving

adequate public encouragement for the great expenditure required ; and to meet the wishes

of learned men, and friends of Irish literature, he purposes, on receiving the names of a

sufficient number of Subscribers, to give an accurate lithographic fac-simile copy of the

Irish MS. of these Annals, the best means by which the Irish text can, in a perfect form,

be handed dowTi to posterity. It is generally admitted that, as to embellishments, execu-

tion and tj^ography, the present publication is one of the best that has hitherto issued

from the Irish press ; and the Maj), the Illuminated Title-page, and ancient Irish Ornamental

Letters, of which an account is given at the end, form remarkable features in this Book.

The Publisher is happy to have been enabled, through great exertions, to complete this

national work, composed by the illustrious and learned O'Clerys, and to present to his

countrymen, as a rare production of Irish genius and patriotism, these faithful Annals,

after they had been buried in libraries, and lost to the literary world for more than two

hmidred years ; and he confidently hopes, that his future undertakings in Irish literature

will receive the support of all patriotic and enlightened Irishmen.

To complete the present publication in the best manner, excessive labour has been

encountered, and great expenditm-e incurred, but no trouble or cost has been spared to

render the work as perfect as possible, and a copy of it should be found in the public

and private Libraries of the United Kingdom, for without these Annals the real his-

tory of Ireland must remain miknowTi, as they contain, together with full historical

memoirs of the Anglo-Normans and English in Ireland, by far the most copious and

accm*ate accounts, and interesting information ever published on the Milesian Irish, their

Kings, Princes, Chiefs, and Clans—their laws, manners,* and customs—their religious,

literary, and charitable institutions. Colleges, Churches, Monasteries, and Houses of

Hospitality—their Bards, Brehons, eminent Ecclesiastics, and learned men—their Music

and Minstrels—their arts of War and Peace ; but are particularly rich in accounts of their

military afi"airs, their forces and arms, their heroes and warriors, their battles and victories ;

and, altogether, furnish a full and impartial record of the most important events in the

entire range of Irish History.

The writers candidly reveal the vices as well as the virtues of their countrymen,

and demonstrate the defects, with the good qualities, in the Celtic character, the same
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as that of the Celts of ancient Gaul and other countries, shewing the peculiarities

of a remarkable race, so spirited, bold, brilliant, enthusiastic, and fond of fame, but

prone to fierce feuds and dissensions amongst themselves, impetuous, rash, violent,

wanting caution, coolness and calculation, greater talkers than thinkers—valiant, social,

generous, high-minded, hospitable and humane, but too easily excited, passionate,

and proud, every page of the Annals of our coimtry exhibiting w hat Byron designated

" The magnificent and fiery spirit of her sons." The fierce wars of many centuries, with

the Danes, Anglo-Normans, and English, must have greatly deteriorated the national

character of the Irish, prevented the development of their virtues, and retarded all civili-

zation ; for rapine, anarchy, and internal discord, constantly prevailed diu-ing these sangui-

naiy contests, which were incessantly continued for a period of more than seven hundred

years, through which the Milesians fought for their national independence, against

powerful foreign foes ; and these Annals present a faithful picture of a people who, amidst

all these adverse circumstances, were still renowned for their religious zeal, their love

of literature, their hospitality, and feats of arms.



INTEODUCTION.

In publishing for the first time, the Annals of the Four Masters, it will be necessary to

give some account of that celebrated work and its authors. The Annals were composed

chiefly by the O'Clerys, a very leai-ned family, who were hereditary historians to the

O'Donnells, Princes of Tyrconnel, now the county of Donegal. The O'Clerys had from

the O'Donnells extensive grants of lands in Donegal, and resided at their Castle of Kil-

barron, the romantic ruins of which still remain on the shore of the Atlantic near Bally-

shannon. Michael O'Clery, Cucogry or Peregrine O'Clery, and Conary O'Clery, together

with Peregrine O'Duigenan, a learned antiquai-y of Kilronan, in the county of Roscommon,

were the four principal compilers : hence the work was called. The Annals of the Four

Masters. The Annals are also quoted by various authors as The Annals of Donegal, from

their being composed in the Franciscan Monastery of Donegal. There were, besides the

above-named authors, two other eminent antiquaries and chronologers, who assisted in

the compilation of the Annals ; namely, Fearfeasa O'Mulconaire or O'Conery, and Maurice

O'Conery, both of the county Roscommon, of the ancient and learned family of the O'Mul-

conaires, who were hereditary historians to the Kings of Connaught. But the chief

author of the Annals was Michael O'Clery, a sketch of whose life and literai-y labours will

not prove uninteresting. He was a native of Donegal, and born about the year 1580.

Distinguished at an early age for his abilities, application, and piety, he retii-ed to the

Irish Franciscan Monastery at Louvain, where his knowledge of the Irish language and

history attracted the attention of his countryman, the learned Hugh Ward, then a Lec-

turer at Louvain and guardian of its monastery. Ward, fully appreciating the character

of O'Clery, determined to avail himself of his assistance and abilities to put into execution

a project he had long formed, of rescuing from oblivion the Annals and Antiquities of

his native land. Actuated by a spirit of patriotism and love of literature, O'Clery eagerly

embraced the proposal, returned to Ireland, commenced his labours, and collected a vast

number of ancient documents, which he transmitted tQ his friend at Louvain ; but the

lamented death of Ward put a stop for a time to his noble intentions. The learned

John Colgan, also a native of Donegal, then at Louvain, afterwards made ample use of

these manuscripts when compiling his Acta Sanctorum Hibernia, and Trias Thaumaturga,

those great works on the Irish Saints. O'Clery continued his collection for a period of

fifteen years, travelled through all parts of Ireland, and got together all the ancient

records, civil and ecclesiastical, that could be obtained, and then spent many years in

arranging for publication this vast mass of materials.

Amongst the collection enumerated as used in the compilation of the Annals of the

Four Masters, are mentioned the following. The Annals of Tigernach, by the learned Abbot

of Clonmacnois, and the Book of Clonmacnois. The Annals of Innisfallen, composed by

the learned monks of that Abbey. The Book of the Mac Bruadins, hereditary historians



to the O'Briens and other tribes of Thomond. The Annals of Ulster, by Cathal Mac

Guire, and Roderick O'Cassidy, celebrated antiquaries in the diocese of Clogher. The

Book of Conquests. The Book of the Mac Firbises, the learned antiquaries of Leacan,

in Tireragh, county of Sligo. The Book of the O'Conrys, hereditary historians to the

Kings of Connaught. The Book of the O'Duigenans of Kilronan, in Roscommon. The

Book of the Island of All Saints in Loughree, and many others.

After a life spent in the service of literature and of his country, Michael O'Clery died

at the Monastery of Donegal, in the year lG43, and left to posterity the reputation of a

truly great and learned man.*

The Annals of the Four Masters commence at the earliest period of Irish history,

and are carried down to A.D. I6l6. The learned and Rev. Doctor Charles O'Conor,

Librarian to the Duke of Buckingham, at Stowe, in his great work, " Rerum Hibernicarum

Scriptores Veteres," translated into Latin, and published with the original Irish, in the

year 1824, part of those Annals, namely, to the English invasion, A.D. 1172. But the

chief and more interesting portion of the work has never yet been published.

The present publication wiWcomTprise the AnneLh from A.D. 1171, to their termination

in A.D. 1616, a period of 444 years, containing an ample account of the English invasion,

and embracing by far the most important events in the whole range of Irish History.

The Annals have been carefully translated from the original Irish by Owen Connellan,

Esq., Irish Historiographer to their late Majesties, George IV., and William IV.,

and author of a Grammar of the Irish language, &c. Copious explanatory notes are

added by the Translator, and by several eminent Irish Antiquaries. Some short eluci-

dations of the text are given in brackets. The notes will be found very valuable and

comprehensive, from the assistance aflPorded by Sir William Betham, Ulster King of Arms,

who with his usual liberality, as a patron of Irish literature, has given free access to his

extensive Library, containing by far the best collection of Irish MSS., in any private

hands in the kingdom, and also rich in rare Latin and English MSS. on Irish History.

In the course of the work, the notes will embody the Topographies of O'Dugan

and O'Heerin, translated from the original Irish transcripts, and never before published.

John O'Dubhagain, or O'Dugan, was the learned historian of the O' Kelly s, Princes

of Hy-Maine, and died A.D. 1372. O'Dugan commences his Topography thus :
" Triall-

am timcheall na Fodla ;" that is, "Let us travel over Fodla, " (i. e. Ireland). And
again he says :

" Ni bhia duine gan duithchidh;" " No man shall be without his estate."

He gives a full account of all the Chiefs and Clans of Leath Coinn (that is, of the King-

doms of Meath, Ulster, and Connaught), and the territories they possessed at the time of

the English invasion in the twelfth century.

Giolla-na-Naomh 0'Huidhrin, or O'Heerin, another learned historian, who died A. D.

1420, wrote a continuation of O'Dugan's Topography, commencing thus :
" Tuilleadh

fcasa air Eirinn oigh ;" " An addition of Knowledge on sacred Erin."

* Accounts of the O'Clerys, and otlier writers of the Annals of the Four Masters, are found in the works of Ware, Wadding
and Colgan, and in O'Reilly's Irish Writers.



O'Heerin in his work gives an account of all the Chiefs and Clans of Leath Mogha
(that is, of Leinster and Munster), and the territories they possessed in the twelfth century.

Both these works are very valuable and authentic, and furnish a complete Topo-

graphy of ancient Ireland, never published till now, though absolutely necessary to be

known, either for the elucidation of the Annals of the Four Masters, or of any other

work on Irish History. Some of the notes are unavoidably long ; for otherwise a full

and satisfactory account could not be given of the ancient Clans and their territories, as

mentioned in those Topographies. Therefore these notes will be found clearly to eluci-

date all old names of places and obscure passages in the text of the Four Masters, and

will also contain descriptions of all the former territorial divisions of Ireland, and of

every county, with an account of their ancient and modern possessors.

The Ecclesiastical divisions will likewise be given, with an account of ancient Bishops'

Sees, and the territories comprised in each Diocese.

With the last number will be given a valuable Map, accompanied with explanations

showing the ancient divisions of Ireland, and the territories possessed by the Irish Chiefs

and Clans, together with the chief families of Anglo-Irish Proprietors in subsequent times.

A copious Index wall also be added—containing references to every remarkable

matter mentioned throughout the Work, either in the text or notes.

To render these Annals one of the most important works ever published on Irish

History and Antiquities, no trouble has been spared, or no available information neglected,

and great expense has been incurred. All the best authorities, ancient and modern, have

been consulted in the explanations of the text, and compilation of the notes ; and

amongst the numerous authentic sources from which information has been collected the

following may be mentioned : O'Conor's Rerum Hibernicarum Scriptores Veteres,

and the dissertations of Charles O'Conor on the History of Ireland ; O'Flaherty's

Ogygia; Vallancey's Collectanea; the Histories of Ireland, by Keating, O'Halloran,

Mac Geoghegan, and Moore ; the Works of Ware, Usher, Colgan, De Burgo, and

Lanigan ; Harris's Hibernica; the Tracts of Sir John Davies; Cox's Hibernia Anglicana
;

Pacata Hibernia ; the History and Annals of Ireland by Cambrensis, Camden,

Holinshed, Hanmer, Campion, Temple, Borlase, Curry, and Leland ; the Topographies

of O'Brien, Seward, Lewis, and others; the various Surveys of Ireland, with all

the County Histories that have been published; various ancient Maps, as those

of Ortelius, Petty, and others ; State Papers, Public Records, Inquisitions, and Peer-

ages; together with numerous Irish Manuscripts, and many valuable documents in

public and private collections.

The Publisher respectfully submits the Work to the consideration of his country-

men, as an impartial record of important events, consisting only of historical facts, free

from all political or sectarian opinions ; and he confidently expects that these Annals,

without which the genuine History of Ireland must remain unknown, will prove as

acceptable as they will be found interesting to Irishmen of every class and of every creed.

Dublin, January \st, 1845. Bryan Geraghty.



DEDICATION TO PERGALL O'GARA, M.P. &c.

I INVOKE the Almighty God that he may pour down every blessing, corporal and

spiritual, on Fergall O'Gara, lord of Moy O'Gara and Coolavin, one of the two knights

elected to represent the county of Sligo m the parliament held in Dublin, this present year

of our Lord, 1634.

In every country enlightened by civilization, and confirmed therein through a

succession of ages, it has been customary to record the events produced by time. For

sundry reasons nothing was deemed more profitable and honourable than to study and

peruse the works of ancient writers, who gave a faithful account of the chiefs and nobles

who figured on the stage of life in the preceding ages, that posterity might be informed

how their forefathers employed their time, how long they continued in power, and how

they finished their days.

I, Michael O'Clery, poorbrotherofthe order of St. Francis, (though ten years employed,

under obedience to my several provincials, in collecting materials for our Irish Hagiology,)

have waited on you, noble Fergall O'Gara, as I was well acquainted with your zeal for

the glory of God, and the honour of your country, I perceived the anxiety you suffer

from the cloud which at present hangs over our ancient Milesian race ; a state of things

which has occasioned the ignorance of many, relative to the lives of saints, archbishops,

bishops, abbots, and other dignitaries of the church ; the general ignorance also of our

civil history, and of the monarchs, provincial kings, lords, and chieftains, who flourished

in this country through a succession of ages, with equal want of knowledge of the syn-

chronism necessary for throwing light on the transactions of each. In consequence of

your uneasiness on this subject I have informed you that I entertained hopes of joining

to my own labours the assistance of the antiquaries I held most in esteem, for compiling

a body of Annals, wherein those matters should be digested under their proper heads ;

judging that should such a compilation be neglected at present, or consigned to a future

time, a risk might be run that the materials for it would never again be brought together.

In this idea I have collected the most authentic Annals I could find in my travels through

the kingdom, (and, indeed, the task was difficult,) from which I have compiled this work,

which I now commit to the world under your name and patronage ; for you it was who

set the antiquaries to work, and most hberally paid them for their labour, in arranging

and transcribing the documents before them, in the Convent of Donegal, where the fathers

of that house supplied them with necessary refreshments. In ti-uth every benefit derivable

from our labours is due to your protection and bounty ; nor should it excite jealousy or

envy that you stand foremost in this, as in other services which you have rendered your

country ; for by your birth you are a descendant of the race of Heber, son of Milesius,

which gave Ireland thirty monarchs, and sixty-one of which race died in the odour of



sanctity. To Teige, the son of Kian, son of Oilioll Olum, (who died king of Munster,



Glass, son of

Nuadat Deglam, son of

Eachaidh Faobharglass, son of

Conmaol, son of

Eimbear Fionn, son of

Milesius of Spain, son of

Bile, son of

Breogan, son of

Bratha, son of

Deaatha, son of

Earchad, son of

Aldoid, son of

Nuadhad, son of

Ninual, son of

Eimh ear glass, son of

Agnon fionn, son of

Lamh fionn, son of

Agnamhan. &c.

On the 22nd January, 1632, this work was undertaken in the convent of Donegal,

and was finished in the same convent on the 10th day of August, 1636, being the 11th

year of the reign of Charles, King of England, France, Scotland, and Ireland.

I am thine affectionate friend.

Brother Michael O'Clery.



TESTIMONIALS.

The Fathers of the Franciscan Order, subscribers hereunto, do certify that Fergal O'Gara

was the nobleman who prevailed on Brother Michael O'Clery to bring together the

antiquaries and chi-onologers, who compiled the following Annals, (such as it was in his

power to collect,) and that Fergal O'Gara, aforesaid, rewarded them liberally for their

labour.

This collection is divided into two parts, and from the beginning to the end has been

transcribed in the Convent of the Brothers of Donegal, who supplied the transcribers

with the necessary viands for their maintenance. The first volume was begun in the

same Convent, A.D. 1632, when Father Bernardine O'Clery was guardian thereof.

Tlie antiquaries and chronologers who were the collectors and transcribers of this

work we attest to be Brother Michael O'Clery ; Maurice O'Maolconery, the son of Torna,

who assisted during a month ; Ferfesa O'Maolconery, the son of Loghlin, (and both those

antiquaries were of the county of Roscommon ;) Cucogry (Peregrine) O'Cleiy, of the

county of Donegal ; Cucogry O'Duigenan, of the comity of Leitrim ; and Conary O'Clery,

of the county of Donegal.

The old books they collected were the Annals of Clonmacnois, an abbey consecrated

by St. Kiaran, son of the Carpenter ; the Annals of the Island of Saints, on Lough Ribh,

(now Lough Ree, or that part of the Shannon between Athlone and Lanesborough) ; the

Annals of Senat Mac Magnus, on Lough Erne, (in the county of Fermanagh) ; the Annals

of the O'Maolconerys ; and the Annals of Kilronan, (a parish in the county of Roscommon)

compiled by the O'Duigenans. These antiquaries had also procured the Annals of

Leacan, compiled by the Mac Firbises, (after having transcribed the greater part of the

first volume,) and from those Annals they supplied what they thought proper in the blacks

they left for any occasional information they could obtain. The Annals of Clonmacnois

and those of the Island of Saints came down no farther than the year of our Lord 1227.

The second part of this work commences with the year of our Lord 1208, and

began to be transcribed in the present year 1635, when Father Christopher Dunlevy was

guardian; and these Annals were continued down to the year 1608, when Father Bernardine

O'Clery was for the second time elected guardian.

Brother Michael O'Clery above-mentioned, Cucogry O'Clery, and Conary O'Clery,

were the transcribers of the Annals from 1332 to 1608. The books from which they

transcribed were ; the greater part of 0'Maolconerj''s book, ending with 1505 ; the Book

of the O'Duigenans, aforesaid, from the year 900 to 1563 ; the Book of Senat Mac Mag-

nus, ending with 1533 ; a part of the Book of Cucogry the son of Dermod, son of Teige



Cam O'Clery, from the year 1281 to 1537 ; the Book of Maoilin OgeMae Bruadin from

the year 1588 to 1603 ; and the Book of Liighaigh O'Clery, from 1586 to 1602. All

those books we have seen in the hands of the antiquaries who have been the compilers of

the present work ; together with other records too numerous to be mentioned. In proof

of what we have here set forth, we have hereunto annexed our signs manual, in the Con-

vent of Donegal, on the 10th day of August, in the year of our Lord 1636.

Frater Bernardinus O'Clery,

Guardianus Dungalensis.

Brother Maurice Dunlevy.

Brother Maurice Dunlevy.

O'DoNNELL, (Prince of Tirconnell.)



ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS.

A.D. 1171.

ETRUS O'MoRDHA, (or

O'Moore,) bishop of Cloii-

tcrt Brenan,' originally a

pious monk, was drowned in

the Shannon on the 27th

December.

Sadhbh (or Sabina,) daugh-

luniairn Mac Murrogh, coai'b'^ to

Saint Bridget, died after penance.

The Cloicteach of Tealachard,^ which

was crowded with people, was burned by

Tiarnan O'Rourke.

Derraod Mac Murrogh, Icing of Lein-

ster, who had spread terror throughout

Ireland, after putting the English in pos-

session of the covintiy, committing exces-

sive evils against the Irish people, and

plundering and burning many churches,

among which were Kclls, Clonard,^ &c.,

died this year of an intolerable and uncom-

mon disease.' He became putrid while

1. Brenan.—St. Brendan founded in A.D. 553, the monastery

of Cluain Fearta or Clonfert, in wliich originated the diocese of

the same name, in the barony of Longford, county of Galway, and

of which he was first abbot or bishop, and died in A.D. 577.

2. Com/tarfja, or coarb of St. Brifh/ef.—That is, the successor

of St. Bridget, or abbess of Kildare. Tlie word coarb is applied to

the successor or representative of the patron saint, or original foun-

der of a monastery, priory, or any ecclesiastical establishment; or

successor of a bishop, as the coarb of St. Patrick, that is, the suc-

cessor or representative of St. Patrick at Armagh, as applied to the

primates. The term Comorban is applied in the same sense by

many writers.

3. Cloicteach thealc/ia airth or the round totrer of Tullaijhard,

•—In a M.S. in the library of Sir ^^'illiam Betham. this place is

mentioned as TuUaghard, near Trim, in the county of Meath.

4. Ctuan Eraird, or Ctonard, now a post town in the parish of

the same name, in the barony of Moyfenragh, county of Meath, the

original seat of the diocese of Meath, celebrated for its monastery

and famous college, founded by St. Finnen, abbot of the same

monastery, and general lecturer (or reader) to the saints of Ireland,

who died in A.D. 548.

5. This disease is supposed to have been the morbus pedicularis

of medical writers.

living, by the miracles of God, through the inter-

vention of Columkille, Finnen, and other saints

of Ireland, for having violated and burned their

churches. He died at Ferns without making a will,

without penance, without the eucharist, and with-

out extreme unction, as his evil deeds deserved.*"

Maolcron Mac Gille Sechnaill, lord of Deisgeart

Brcagh^ died.

Tailtiu, daughter of Conor O'Melaghlin, the wife

of lovar O'Casejr, lord of Saitne, died.

Donal, the grandson of llory O'jNIuUoy, lord

of Fercall,^ was slain by the people of Munster.

Donal O'Fogarty, lord of south Ety,'" was

killed by Donal, son of Donagh, lord of Ossory :"

he had committed slaughter in the two Elys, where

three hundred and twenty persons fell.

A piratical fleet from Uladh'- entered Tyrone

and carried away a great number of cattle.

Niall, son of Mac Loghlin, marched with the

Kinel Owen*^ into Uladh, to plunder it. Many

were slain by them ; and they carried away an

immense prey of cattle. Niall afterwards took

hostages from Oriel. '^

Manus ]\Iac Dunslevy O'Heoghy,'' with a party

6. Every Irishman, no doubt, is aware that the English invasion

was accomplished through the agency of Dermod Mac Murrogh,

king of Leinster, who seduced Dearvorgail, the wife of Tiarnan

O'Rourke, prince of Brefney. On account of this act Roderick

O'Conor, monarch of Ireland, invaded the territory of Dermod in

the year 1167, and put him to flight. King Dermod was obliged,

after many defeats, to leave Ireland in 1168, throw himself at the

feet of Henry II., and crave his assistance, offering to become his

liegeman. The English king, having received Dermod's oath of

allegiance, granted by letters patent a general license to all his sub-

jects to aid king Dermod in the recovery of his kingdom. Dermod
then engaged in his cause Richard de Clare, earl of Pembroke, com-

monly called Strongbow, to whom he afterwards gave his daughter

Eva in marriage ; and through his influence an army was raised,

headed by Robert Fitzstephen, Myler Fitzhenry, Harvey de Monte-

Marisco, Maurice Prendergast, Maurice Fitzgerald, and others,

with which in May, 1 109, he landed in Bannow-bay, near Wexford,

which they soon reduced together with the adjoining counties. In

1 1 70 earl Strongbow landed at Waterford with a large body of

followers, and laid siege to that city which he took. He then joined

king Dermod's forces, marched for Dublin, and having defeated

the monarch Roderick, entered the city, and after great slaughter

made himself master of it.
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of Ultonians, preyed Cul-an-tuaiscirt : he plun-

dered Ciiil Rathain (or Coleraine) and other chur-

ches. A small body of the Kinel Owen, com-

manded by Conor O'Cathaua (or O'Kane,) over-

took them, and a battle ensued, in which the

Ultonians were defeated, withthe loss oftwenty-one

King Dermod died in his castle at Ferns about the 65th year of

his age. His character is drawn by various writers in the darkest

colours ; he was ra])acious, fierce, cruel, vindictive, and of violent

passions ; though to gain popularity he endeavoured to conciUate

the lower classes of the people. It appears he was a man of great

stature and strength of body, and possessed of much jiersonal bra-

very. Holingshed says, *' he was a man of tall stature and of a

large and great body, a valiant and bold warrior in his nation ; from

his continual shouting his voice was hoarse ; he rather chose to be

feared th.in to be loved, and was a great oppressor of his nobility

;

to his own people he was rough and grievous, and hateful unto

strangers ; his hand was against all men, and all men against

him."
7. Deisceart Breac/h.—Now the parish of Dysart in Westmeath,

which, according to O'Dugan, (who died A.D. 1372.) iu his topo-

graphical poem, was the property of O'GioUa Seachlin.

8. Saitiie or Saithne.—This was one of the estabUahments referred

to by Michael O'Clery in his dedication to Fergal O'Gara, as pos-

sessed by the descendants of Teige, son of Kian, son of OilioU

Oluni. According to O'Dugan, this district was the property of

the O'Caseys, a clan in the county of Westmeath, where O'Dugan
has fixed this district. This place is now traceable under the name
Sonagh, the property of sir Hugh Morgan Tuite, Bart., where
one of the castles of De Lacy stood, who conferred the property on
the Tuite family.

9. Fear Ceall, or FercnU.—The lordship of O'Maolmuaidh or

O'Mulloy, which O'Dugan places in the ancient kingdom of Meath,
and which comprised the present baronies of Ballycowen, Ballyboy,

and Fercall, or Eglish, in the King's county.

10. JSte, or Ell/.—Ely O'Fogarty, or South Ely, now the barony
of Eliogarty, in the county of Tipjierary ; and Ely O'CarroU lay in

the south of the King's county, west of Slieve Bloom, or that por-

tion of the county beyond the boundary of the ancient kingdom of

Me,ath.

11. Lord of Onraighe or Ossori/.—Mac GioUa Phadraic was
lord or prince of Ossory ; and his ancient principality extended
through the whole country between the rivers Nore and Suir, being
bounded on the N. and E. by the Nore, and on the W. and S. by
the Suir. The princes of Ossory make a considerable figure in

Irish history, and one iu ])articular, Donal M'Giolla Ph.adraic, dis.

tinguished himself in the wars with Strongbow and the English. At
an early period they were dispossessed of part of their patrimony by
the kings of Cashel ; and the southern parts of their territories were
occupied by the Butlers, afterwards earls of Orraond, and other

English adventurers ; but the northern jiarts remained with the
original proprietors, who, on their connection with the English,
changed their name to Fitzpatrick, and took the titles of earls of
Upper Ossory. A full account of the county of Kilkenny and the

clans of Ossoiy will be given in a future note.

12. V/arlh, or Ulidia.—UUdia comprised the present county of
Down, and a part of the county of Antrim. It was also called Dal
Araidhe, which took its name from Fiacha Araidhe, king of Ulster
in the third century, and was latinised into Dalai-adia. In a future
number a full account of this territory and its clans will be given.

13. Cenel.Eoghain, or Kinel-Owen.—That is, the descendants
of Owen, whose territory was called Tir-Eoghain, anglicised to

Tyrone, with parts of the counties of Derry and Antrim, and which
derived its name from Owen, the fifth son of Niall of the nine hos-
tiiges, monarch of Ireland, in the fourth century, ancestor to
the O'Neills, princes of Tyrone. Tir Chonaill, now the pre-
sent county of Donegal, derived its name from his brother
Conall Gulban, the ancestor of St. Columkille, and of the O'Don-
nells, princes of Tirconnell. The people of those two territories

chiefs and sons of chiefs, and a large portion of their

army. Manus himself was wounded in the engage-

ment, and fled from the field. He was afterwards

slain by his brother, Dunslevy, aided by Giolla

Aongus, son of Gillespy, a prior of monks, at Down,
after having committed many depredations.

are generally designated in the annals under the denominations of

Cenel-Eoghain, or the clan of Owen, and Cinel Conaill, or the clan

of Connell. The Mac Loughlins were the senior branch of the

O'Neills. In the course of these notes a full account will be given

of Tyrone and Tyrconncli, and of the various clans who possessed

those territories.

14. Orgialla.—The ancient kingdom or principality of Orgiall,

comprised an extensive territory in Ulster, and was called by Ware,
Usher, Colgan, and other Latin writers, Orgallia and ErgalUa ,-

and by the English Oriel and Uriel. In the beginning of the fourth

century three warlike princes, called Ihe three Collas, sons of Eochy
Doimhlein, son of Cairbre Lifeachar, monarch of Ireland, of the

race of Heremon, made a conquest of a great part of Ulster, which
they wrested from the old possessors, princes of the race of Ir, cal-

led the Clanna Rory, or Rudericians. The three Collas in the great

battle of .\chalethderg in Fearmuighe, iu Dalaradia, on the borders

of Down and Antrim, A.D. 332, defeated the forces of Fergus,

king of Ulster, who was slain ; and the victors bin"ned to the ground
Eamhain Macha or Emania, (near the present city of Armagh,) the

famous jmlace of the Ultonian kings, which had stood for six cen-

turies, and had been long celebrated by the Irish bards. The
place where this battle was fought is called also Carn Achy-
Leth-Derg, and is now known as the parish of Aghadeig,
in the barony of Iveagh, county of Down, where there stiU

remains a huge Carn of loose stones near Loughbrickland. The
sovereignty of Ulster tlms passed from the race of Ir to the race of

Heremon. The names of the three chiefs were CoUa Uais, or

Colla the noble, CoUa Meann, or Colla the famous, and CoUa-da-
Chrich, or Colla of the two territories. Colla Uais became mo-
narch of Ireland A.D. 327, and died A.D. 332. The territory

concpiered by the three Collas comprised according to Usher, O'Fla-
herty, and others, the present counties of Louth, Monaghan, and
Armagh, and obtained the name of Oirgiall, as stated by O'Halloran,

from the circumstance of the Collas having stipulated with the

monarch of Ireland, for themselves and their posterity, that if any
chiefs of the clan Colla should be at any time demanded as hostages,

and if shackled, their fetters should be of gold : thus, from
the Irish or, gold, and giall, a hostage, came the name orgialla.

The terra Oriel, or Uriel, was in general confined by the Enghsh to

the present county of Louth, which in fomer times was part of

Ulster; that province extending to the Boyne at Drogheda. We
find in Colgan and Mac Geoghegan, that the O'CarroUs, a noble

clan of the race of the Dal Fiatachs, were at the time of St. Patrick,

kings of OrgiaU, or that part of it comprising the county of Louth.

The Dal Fiatachs or Dalfiatacians, who founded many powerful fa-

milies in Ulster, particularly in Dalaradia or Down, were descended
from Fiatach Fionn, monarch of Ireland at the commencement of

the second century, of the race of Heremon. The O'Carrolls con-

tinued kings of Orgiall, down to the twelfth century, when they

were dispossessed by the Anglo-Normans under John de Courcy.

Donogh O'CarroU, prince of Orgiall, the last celebrated head of

this race, founded the great Abbey of Mellifont in Louth, in the

twelfth century. The territory of Louth is mentioned in the ear-

liest times under the names of Magh Muirlheijnhite, or the Plain of

Muirtheimhne, so called from Muirtheimhne, son of Breogan,

uncle of Milesius, who possessed it. Part of the territory of Louth
and Armagh was called Cuailgne, from Cuailgne, another son of

Breogan, who, according to our old Annalists, was killed there in

a battle between the Milesians and the Tuatha-De-Danans, about a

thousand years before the christian era. Sliabh Cuailgne, now
Slieve Gullion mountain in Armagh, acquired its name from the

same person. Louth was in ancient times also called Machaire
Chonaill, or the Plain of Conall, from Conall Cearnach, or Conall
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Tiarnan O'Rourke, with the men of Brefne,'^

plundered the people of Saithne, slew great num-
bers of them, and cairied away an immense booty

in cattle.

Another predatory excursion was made by Tiar-

nan O'Rourke, into Deisceart Breagh, on which

the Victorious, the renowned warrior, who was chief of the Red
Branch kni^lits of Ulster, about the commencement of the Christian

era, and whose descendants possessed this territory. (It may be here

remarked that the celebrated hero of Ossian's poems, Cuchulin, the

relative and cotemporary of Conall Ceaniacb, had his residence at

Dun-Dealgan, now Dundalk.) The descendants of Conall Cear-

nach were the Magennises, lords of Iveagb, in Dalaradia, or county

of Down, the O'Moras, or O'Moores princes of Leix, in Kildare

and Queen's county, and others. Amongst the other chief clans

who possessed Louth were the Mac Canns, Mac Cartans, O'Kellys,

O'Moores, O'Callaghans, O'Carraghars, Mac Colmans, Mac
Campbells, Mac Ardells, Mac Kennys, O'Devins, O'Markys,
O'Branagans, Mac-Scanlons, and others.

In the reign of king John, A.D. 1210, Louth was formed into a

county, and acquired its name from the town of Louth, in Irish

Liigh MhayJi. In the Inquisitions the county is called Lovidia.

The chief Anglo-Norman or British families settled in Louth were
the De Lacys, De Verdons, De Gernons, De Pepards, De Flem-
mings, barons of Slane ; the Bellews of Bamieath, who had for-

merly the title of barons of Duleek ; the De Berminghams, earls of

Louth, a title afterwards possessed by the Plunkets, a great family

of Danish descent ; the Taaffes, earls of Carlingford ; the Balls,

Brabazons, Darcys, Dowdals, and Clintons, the Dromgools of

Danish descent, &c. ; the Fortescues now earls of Claremont, and in

more modern times, the family of Gorges, barons of Dundalk ; and
the Fosters, viscounts Ferard, and barons of Oriel.

The ]>osterity of the three Collas, called clan Colla, founded many
powerful clans and noble families in Ulster and other parts of Ire-

land. From Colla Uais were descended the Mac Donnells, earls of

Antrim in Ireland, and lords of the Isles in Scotland ; also the Mac
Rorys, a great clan in the Hebrides, and also many families of that

name in Ulster, anglicised to Rogers.

From CoUada Chrich, were descended the Mac Mahons, princes

of Monaghan, lords of Ferney, and barons of Dartree, at Conagh,
where they had their chief seat. The Mac Mahons were sometimes
styled princes of Orgiall. An interesting account of the iVIac

Mahons, of Monaghan, is given by sir John Davis, who wrote
in the reign of James the First. It may be observed that several

of the Mac Mahons in former times changed tlie name to Mathews.
The other chief clans of Monaghan were the ^lac Kennas, chiefs of

Truagh ; the Mac Cabes ; the Mac Neneys, anglicised to Bird ; the

Mac Aidells; Mac Cassidys; O'Duffys, and O'Corrys ; the O'Cos-
gras, Mac CuskersorMac Oscars, changed to Cosgraves,whoposses-
sed, according to O'Dugan, a territory called Fearra Rois, which
comprised the district about Carrickmacross in Monaghan, with the

parish of Clonkeen, adjoining, in the county of Louth ; the Boylans
of Dartree ; the Mac Gil Michaels, changed to Mitchell ; the Mac
Donnells ; the O'Connellys, and others.

This part of Orgiall was overrun by the forces of John de Courcy
in the reign of king John, but the Mac Mahons maintained their

national independence to the reign of Elizabeth, when Monaghan
was formed into a county, so called from its chief town Muin-
eachan, that is, the Town of Monks. The noble families now in

Monaghan, are the Dawsons, barons of Cremome ; the Westenras,
lords Rossmore ; and the Blayneys, lords Blayney. The other

chief landed proprietors are the families of Shirly, Lesley, Coote,
Corry, and Hamilton.

From Col/a-rla-C'/iricA were also descended the Mac Guires,

lords of Fermanagh, and barons of Enniskillen ; the O'Flanagans
of Fermanagh ; the O'Hanlons, chiefs of Hy-Meith-Tire, now the

barony of Orior in Armagh, who held the office of hereditary regal

standard-bearers of Ulster ; the Mac Cathans or Mac Canns of

Clan Breasail, in Armagh; the O'Kellys, princes of Hy Maine, in

the comities of Galway and Roscommon ; and the O'Madagans or

occasion he slew Giollu Enain Mac Lughadha,

chief of Cuircne," and Mac Gilleseachnaill, chief

of Deisceart Breagh. O'Lamhduibh was slain on

that occasion by the men of Meath. Donal
Breaghagh (O'Melaghlin) lord of East Meath, gave

hostages to Tiarnan O'Rourke,

O'Maddens, chiefs of Siol Anmchadha or Silanchia, now the barony
of Longford, in the county of Galway.

Colla Meann's posterity possessed the territory of Modhorn, that

is, the districts about the mountains of Mourne.
That part of Orgiall, afterwards forming the county of Armagh,

was possessed, as already stated, partly by the O'Hanlons and JIac
Canns, and partly by the O'Neills, O'Larkins, O'Duvanys, and
O'Garveys of the Clauna Rory, who according to O'Brien, posses-

sed the Craobh Ruadh, or territory of the famous Red Branch
knights of Ulster; O'Hanrathysof Hy-Meith Machaj O'Donegans
of Breasal Magha ; and others.

The native chiefs held tlieir independence down to the reign of Eliza-

beth, when Armagh was formed into a county A.D.I 586, by the lord

deputy, sirJohn Perrott. In Pynnar's Survey of Ulster, in the reign of

James the First, the following are given as the chief families of Bri-

tish settlers, viz :—the Atchesons. Biownlows, Powells, St. Johns,
HamUtons, Copes, RowUstons, &c. The noble families now in

Armagh, are the Atchesons, earls of Gosford ; the Caulfields, earls

of Charlemont ; and the Brownlows, barons of Lurgan. The
Hamiltons in former times had the title of earls of Clau-
brassil.

In the ancient ecclesiastical divisions the territory of Orgiall was
comprised within the diocese of C'fofffier ; but in the 13th century
the county of Louth was separated from Clogher and added to the
diocese of Armagh. In early times there were bishops' sees at

Clones and Louth, which sees were afterwards annexed to Clogher.

In the early writers we find the bishops of Clogher frequently styled

bishops of Orgiall and Ergallia. At present the diocese of Clogher
comprises the whole of Monaghan, the greater part of Fermanagh,
parts of Donegal and Tyrone, and a small portion of Louth.
The see of Armagh, founded by St. Patrick in the 5th century,

became the seat of an archdiocese, and the metropolitan see of all

Ireland. The diocese of .\rmagh comprehends the greater part of

that county, with parts of Louth, Meath, Tyrone, and Londonderry,
and has ecclesiastical jurisdiction over the sees of ]Meath, Ardagh,
Kilmore, Clogher, Raphoe, Derry, Down and Conor, and Dromore.

15. Mac Duinsiebhe 0^Heochada, or Mac Dunslei'ey O^Heoghy.
—The Mac Dunsleveys were princes of Uladh or Ulidia, now the

count)' of Down, and of the Clanna Rory of the race of Jr. The
name of Roderick Mac Dunslevy, prince of Uhdia, frequently

occurs in the account of the wars with John de Courcy, when the

latter invaded Ulster. The name is derived from Dun a fortress,

and Sleibhe, of the mountain, from the circumstance of one of the

chiefs having his fortress at the mountains of IVIourne. The An-
nalists add the name O'Heoghy, which was the original name of

the family, and is still found in that countiy under the name of

Haughy and Hoey ; and the name Mac Dunslevy is also found in

various parts of Ireland. This name has undergone various mu-
tations, as VlUach and UlUachan in Irish, always anglicised Dun-
levy, the word Ulltach shewing the origin of the family from Ulidia.

Some of this clan also call themselves Nultys and Mac Nultys,

which is a modification of tlie same name.

16. Brefne.—Brefney was divided into two principalities, viz.,

Brefney O'Rourke, or West Brefney, comprising the present county

of Leitrim, with the barony of Tullaghagh, and part of TuUagh-
onoho, in the county of Cavan ; and Brefney O'Reilly, or East

Brefney, now the county of Cavan ; the river at Ballycormell being

the boundary between Brefney O'Rourke and Brefney O'ReiUy.
In a future number a full account will be given of these two terri-

tories, and all their clans.

17. Cuircne, or Mac/iaire Ciiircne.—This district comprised the

present barony of Kilkenny West, in the county of M'estmeath,

which, according to O'Dugan and Dr. O'Brien, was the lordship

of O'Tolarg.
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The people of Hy Maine" plundered Ormond on

seven different expeditions from Palm Sunday to

Low Sunday.

The church of St. Cianan of Duleek'^ was

plundered by the knights of Miles de Cogan,

Some of them were slain on the day following by

the Danes of Dublin, in revenge of their dishonour

of St. Cianan.

A l:)attle was fought at Dublin between Miles

de Cogan and Asgal, son of Reginald, king of the

Danes in Ireland ; many fell on both sides of the

English knights and Danes of Dublin, among whom
was Asgal himself, John, a Norwegian from the

Orkney Isles, and many others.

Roderick O'Conor, Tiarnan O'Rourke, and

Miu-chad O'Carroll, marched with an army to

Dublin to besiege the city, then in the possession

of earl Strong-bow and Miles de Cogan. Thev

remained there for a fortnight, during which time

many fierce engagements took place. The king

marched through Leinster with the cavalry of

Brefney and Oriel, and burned the corn of the

English. While Roderick was thus engaged, earl

Strongbow and Miles de Cogan attacked the camp
of the northern Irish, slew many soldiers, and caj)-

tured their provisions, armour, and horses.

The son of Cormac Mac Carthaigh (or Mac Car-

thy) defeated the Danesof Limerick, and slew many
of them, including Foirne, son of GioUa Cainidh,

and Torcar, son of Treni ; he also burned the mar-

ket-place and half the fortress.

18. Ibh-Maine or Hy Maine.—The principality of the O'Kellys,

a large territory comprised within the present counties of Galway
and Roscommon, and extending from the Shannon at Lanesborough
to the county of Clare, and from Atblone to Athenry in the county
of Galway.

19. Duleek.—In the original Doimhliag, (that is, a house of

stone,) was founded by St. Cianan, who died A.D. 4S9. This
village which was formerly a jiarliamentary borough, lies in the

pari>h of the same name about five miles S.W. of Drogheda. Du-
leek had in early times a famous monastery, and was the seat of a

small diocese, afterwards united to the see of Meath.
20. Tanist of Brefney.—" A successor was nominated for the

prince in his life-time to fill the throne after his demise. As sup-
pose his son or brother, or the most respectable relation, they
denominated him Coimree, a word translated from the finger on
which the ring is worn, which conies nearest to the middle finger

in situation and length. Thus Tanist, (or the heir apjiarent,) second
to the prince in rank and authority, and from this the title of Ta-
nistry-law is derived by Davis and Ware. Each of the other can-
didates of the family is called Riogh Damhna, (or heir presumptive)
which is royal, that is, a subject qualified to receive the royal form.
But if he was attached to any liberal or mechanical art, he was
denominated Adhbhar only, which also denoted matter, (or material
for a king or chief) ; that is, a matter disposed to be instructed in

the rudiments of such an art."

—

O'Flaheriy's Ogygia.

Tiarnan O'Rourke at the head of the men of

Brefney and Oriel, marched a second time to Dub-
lin, and attacked Miles de Cogan and his knights,

but he -was defeated with the loss of his son Hugh,
Tanist'^" of Brefney, the grandson of Dermod
O'Quinn, and many others.

A party of Siol Murray'*' went on a predatory

excursion into Thomond,^^ they plundered Sir-

taghan O'Lidiudha (Liddy,) and slew himself in a

battle

.

Siol Anmchadha,-^ and Muintir Cionaeth,-* plun-

dered Ely and took away a large prey in cattle.

The earl's son having gone out on a predatory

excursion, plundered the cluu'ches of the plain of

Leinster and a large portion of Hy Faolain, (or

O'Byrne's country.)

The people of \Vest Connaught-' and a party of

Siol Miu'ray plundered the west of Corcomroe,^''

and carried away an immense prey in cattle.

The earl's people went on a predatory excursion

and plundered Cluain Conaire, Galam, and Lath-

rach Briuin, (in the county of Kildare.)

The daughter of O'Heoghy, wife of Murchad

O'Carroll, lord of Oriel, died.

The Connaught squadron remained on the Shan-

non and on Lough Derg Deirc'*' from November

to May.

Donnell Breaghagh (O'Melaghin) concluded a

peace with Tiarnan O'Rourke ; and the people of

East Meath submitted to him.

21. Siol Muireadhaigh or Murray.—The descendants of Muir-
eadhach Muilleathan, king of Connaught, who died A.D. 700. The
O'Conors were chiefs of this territory, and many of them were
kings of Connaught. An account of this territory, and all its clans

will be given in a future number.
22. Thomond.—TuadhMumhan or North Munster, which formed

in ancient times a kingdom in itself, and of which a full account
will appear in a future number.

23. Siol Amneliadha.—Now the barony of Longford, in the

county of Galway, and the parish of Lusmagh, on the other side of

the Shannon in the King's county, of which according to O'Dugan,
O'Madagain, (O'Madden,) and O'Huallachain, were chiefs.

24. Muintir Cionaoth.—The family of O'Kenny, or as they are

now called, Kenny, were, according to O'Dugan, chiefs of Clann
Laitheamhain, conjointly with the family of O'Finnegan : their

district lay in the west of the county of Roscommon, along the

Shannon.
25. West Connaught or lar Connacht.—Now Connemara in the

west of the county of Galway, of which O'Flaherty was principal

chief. This territory was bounded on the east by Lough Corrib

and Lough Mask, and on the west by the Atlantic Ocean ; and
comprised the baronies of Moycullen and Balliuahinch, and the

half barony of Ross.

26. Corcomroe.—In the original Corcumdruadh, or Corcomo-
druadh, east and west. This territory derived its name from Core
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Henry the Second, king of England, duke of

Normandy, earl of Anjou, and lord of man}' other

countries, came to Ireland this year with a fleet

of two hundred and forty ships, and landed at

Waterford.-^

A.D. 1173.

Brighdein O'Kane, coarb of St. Maedhog,' died.

Giolla Aodha O'Muidhin (O'Mugin) of the peo-

ple of Lough Con, bishop of Cork, died. He was

distinguished for his piety, continence, and wisdom.

Tigearnagh O'Maoileoin, (Malone) coarb of St.

Kiaran" at Clonmacnois, died.

Tiarnan O'Rourke, lord of Brefney and Con-

maicne,^ for a long time a veiy powerfid chieftain,

was treacherously slain at Tlaghtgha' by Hugo de

Lacy and Donal, son of Annadh O'Rourke, one

of his own tribe. He was beheaded and ignomi-

niously carried to DubUn ; his head was placed

o^'er the town-gate, and his body was gibbetted

with his feet upwards, on the north side of the city,

a woful spectacle to the Irish !'

Donal O'Ferrall, chief of Conmaicne, was slain

by the people of the king of England.

Maolraaire Mac Murchadha, chief of Muintir

Birne, was slain by Hugh MacAengusa (or Magen-

Feardoid, third son of Fergus, by Jteadhbli or Maud, queen'of Con-
naught, in the beginning of the Christian era, from whom descended

O'LoughUn of Burren, and O'Conor Corcomroe, lords of the

baronies of Burreu and Corcomroe, in the county of Galway.

27. An expansion of the Shannon in tlie county of Tipperary.

28. Henry II. landed at Waterford on St. Luke's day, the 18th

of October, A.D. 1171, with an army consisting of 500 knights,

and about 4000 men at arms.

—

Laniyan.

1. St. Maodhog was the founder of the monastery of Ferns,

which afterwards became the seat of a diocese, of which he was first

bishop. He died on the 31st of January, A.D. 632, and was in-

terred at Ferns. He was a native of Brefney, where he founded

monasteries and churches atDromlane and Rosinver. His original

name was Aodh Off, that is. Young Hugh, to which, after he became
a celebrated ecclesiastic or saint, was prefixed the pronoun Mo or
" My," a title of respect in those days, precisely as at present used

in the address " My Lord."

2. SI. Kiaran, who founded the monastery of Clonmacnois,
afterwards a bishops' see, in the parish of the same name, in the

barony of Garrycastle, King's county, died on the 9th of Septem-
ber, A.D. 459.

3. Conmaicne.—There were several districts of this name in

Connaught, the inhabitants of which were called Conmaicne, or the

descendants of Conmac, one of the three sons of queen Maud of

Connaught, whom she bore at one birth for Fergus Mac Roy, the

exiled king of Ulster, about the beginning of the Christian era. This
place was designated Conmaicne of Moyrein, in Brefney O'Rourke,
which, according to O'Flaherty, extended into the county of Long-
ford. Under the date A.D. 1475 it is stated that Fenagh, in the

barony of Leitrim, and county of Leitrim, lay in Moyrein, and by
some authorities Conmaicne of Moyrein and JIuintir Eoluis were

nis, and by the Clan Hugh, (the tribe name of the

Magennises,) of Ulidia.

Dermod O'Caolaldhe (Keely,) died.

The Kinel Owen were defeated by Flaith-

bheartach O'Maoldoraidh" and the people of Tir-

connell, who committed great slaughter among
them by the miracles of God, through the inter-

\entiou of St. Patrick and St. Columkille, whose
churches they plundered.

The fourth visitation of the entire province of

Connaught, and as far as Armagh, was made by
Giolla-Mac-Liag (Gelasius,) coarb of St. Patrick,

and primate of Ireland. (He died in A.D. 1174,

in the 87th year of his age.)

Mac Gillepscoip (Mac Gillespy,) chief of the

Clan Aeilabra, Brehon (or judge) of the tribe of

Monaig, was treacherously slain by Dunsle^y

O'Heoghaidh, king of Ulidia; the Ulidian nobles,

who were the sureties between them, were the per-

sons w'ho slew him.

The people of Anghaile (Anally,) and Muintir

INIegiollgain, were treacherously plundered by the

son of Annadh O'Rourke and the English, who
took much cattle and booty. They afterwards

marched to Ardagh ofbishop Mel, plundered all the

country, and slew Donal O'Fen-all, chief of Anally.'

considered identical. The Mac Rannalls, (anglicised to Reynolds)
were the principal chiefs of Muintir Eoluis, which territory com-
prised the southern part of the county of Leitrim, and extended

from Slieve-an-Iarain and Lough Allen, to Siieve Carbry, west of

Balona, in the county of Longford, and contained the castles of

Riim, Lough Scur, and Leitrim, (See Annals under the year 1490,)

and the monasteries of Fenagh, MohiU, and Cloon. Under the

year 1562 it is stated that the power of O'Rourke extended from
Caladh, in the territory of Hy Maine, (in the county of Roscommon)
to Drobhaois, or Droos, on the borders of Leitrim, Donegal, and

Sligo, and from Granard in Taffa or Tetfia, in the county of Long-
ford, to the strand of Eohuile, in the barony of Tireragh, and county

of Sligo, near Ballysadare ; and it may therefore be inferred that

Conmaicne of Moyrein extended as far as Granard. It is stated

however, under the presentyear 1172, that Donal O'Ferrall, of the

Anally family, was chief of Conmaicne, or that portion of Longford

adjoining the county of Leitrim.

4. TIachtffha.— .\ hill near Athboy, in the barony of Lune, county

of Meath. Mr. Hardiman, in his Statute of Kilkenny, states that

this is now called the HUl of Ward, between Athboy and Trim. It

is stated by O'Flaherty that a fire temple of the Druids stood here

in the time of paganism, and that in the reign of Tuathal Teaght-

mar, monarch of Ireland in the second century, solemn conventions

were held here every year on the night of the last day of October,

or the feast of Samhain, to appease the gods by immolating victims

and raising fires.

5. The Kingdom ofMeath.—Tiaman O'Rourke, prince of Brefiiey,

was married to the daughter of Murtagh O'JIelaghlin, king of

Meath. The ancient kingdom of Meath was formed in the second

century by Tuathal Teachtmar, (or Tuathal the Acceptable,) who
was monarch of Ireland from A.D. 130 to A.D. IfiO, by the com-

I
hination of a portion from each of the then four provinces or king-
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A general synod of Ireland, both of the clergy

and chief laitj', was held at Tuam in Connauglit,

at which Rory O'Conor and Cadhla O'Duify, arch-

bishop of Tuam, presided; three churches were

consecrated.

A.D. 1173.

Mun-agh O'Cobhthaidh (Coffey,) bishop of

Derry and Raphoe, died. He was a man of pure

chastity, a precious stone, a transparent gem, a

brilliant star, a treasuiy of wisdom, and chief con-

senator of the canons of the church ; after bestow-

ing food and raiment on the poor and needy.

doins, and their annexation to Meatli : hence it became a Culgeadli,

or fifth province, whicli term was afterwards and has been to the

present applied to a jtrovince. Tlie Irish name is Mldhe, or, aceor-

dinjj to some authorities, Meidhi', which signities a neclt, because it

was formed by a portion or necJi talcen from eacli of the four pro-
vinces. Others derive it from Mldhe, wlio was chief Druid to

Nemedius, and by whom tlio first sacred tire was kindled in Ireland

at Utsneucli, By the Latin writers it is wTitten Midia and Me-
dia. According to Keating, Meatli contained eighteen territories

called Triochas, thirty townlands in each territory, twelve plough-
lands in each townland, and a hundred and twenty acres in each
ploughland. He describes its boundaries as extending from the
Shannon eastward to Dublin, and from Dulilin to the river Eigh,
(now tlie Rye water, which falls into the Lift'ey at Leixlip), then
by a line drawn through Kildare and the King's county to Birr,

from the Righ westward to Chian Conrach, from thence to French-
Mill's ford, and to the Cumar (or junction) of Clonard, (on the
southern border of Meath,) thence to Tochar Cairbre, (the bog pass
of Carlierry, in the barony of Carberry, and county of Kildare,)
thence to GeashiU, (King's county,) to Drumchuillin, (a parish in

the barony of Eglisli, and King's county,) aud to the river called

Abha'in Clxira (probably the Little Brosnii, or the river flowing
into the Shannon from Lough Couragh, between Frankford and
Birr,) thence by the Shannon northwards to Athlone, and Lough
Ribh (or Lough Ree, a part of the Shannon between Westmeath and
Anally or Longford on one side, and Roscommon on the other,) and
finally thence to Drogheda, being bounded on the north by Brefney
and Orgiall. Thus the ancient kingdom of Merith comprised the
present counties of Meath and Westmeath, with parts of Dublin,
Kildare, Iving's county, the greater part of Longford, and small
portions of Brefney and Orgiall on the borders of the present coun-
ties of Cavan and Louth.
The great plain of Meath which included the greater parts of the

present counties of Meath and Dublin, was known by the name of
MtKjh Brenyh, signifying the Magnificent Plain, mentioned by the
latin writers under the name of Bre/jiii, and by O'Conor, (Eer.
Hih. Scrip. Vol. I.) as Cmnpii.9 Brhjiintium, or the Plain of the
Brigantes, from being possessed by the Brigantes, who were called
by the Irish Cltmnn Breor/ahu Part of the territory of Bregia
obtained the name of F'm(jal from the Danes, or rather Norwegians,
who planted a colony there in the tenth century, along the coast
between Dublin and Drogheda, and who were called by the Irish
Fionn GliaUl, signifying the Fair-haired Foreianers : hence the
name Fingal. The plain of Bregia extended^from Dublin to
Drogheda, and thence to Kells, and contained the districts about
Tara, Trim, Navan, Athboy, Dunboyne, &c. Another great division
of ancient Meath was called Teahhtha or Tefha, which comprised
the present county of Westmeath, with parts of Longford and the
King's county.

Meath was for many ages the seat of the Irish monarchy; and
from the kings of Meath were generally elected the monarchs of
Ireland. From the earliest period to the fifth century the monarchs
of Ireland were occasionally elected from the descendants of each
of the three sons of Milesius, namely, from the races of Heber,

ordaining priests, deacons, and clergymen of every

degree, repairing and consecrating many ecclesi-

astical estabhshments and cemeteries, builcUngmany
monasteries and abbeys, performing every clerical

duty, and gaining the victory of devotion, pilgri-

mage, and penance, his spu-it departed to heaven,

in the Black Abbey church of ColumkiUe, at Derry,

on the 1 0th day of February. A great miracle was

performed on the night of his death, viz ;—the

dark night became bright from dusk till morning,

and it a])peared to the inhabitants that the adjacent

parts of the globe were illuminated ; and a large

body of fire moved over the town and remained

Heremon, and Ir. From the fifth to the eleventh century, during

a period of six hundred years, the Hy Nialls of the race of Here-
mon held exclusive possession of the Irish monarchy, until A.D.
1002, when Brian Boroimhe, king of Monster, of the race of

Heber, dethroned JIalachy the Secojid, and became monarch of

Ireland.

The Hy-Nialls took their name from their immediate ancestor,

Niall of the Nine Hostages, who was monarch of Ireland from A.D.
370 to A.D. 406. They were divided into two great families,

denominated the northern and southern Hy Nialls. One branch
of the northern Hy Nialls consisted of the O'Neills, who were
descended from Eoghnn, one of the sons of Niall of the Hostages,
and were princes of Tyrone, and in many instances kings of Ulster,

and monarchs of Ireland : the other branch consisted of the O'Don-
nells, princes of Tyrconnell, and some of whom were also monarchs
of Ireland, who were descended from Conall Gulban, another son

of the monarch Niall.

The southern Hy Nialls were descended from four other sons of

Niall, but chiefly from his son Conall Criomthann, many of whose
descendants were kings of Meath, and monarchs of Ireland. This
family took the name of Clan Colman, from Column More, son of

Dermod, son of Criomthann, and monarch of Ireland, from A.D.
564 to A.D. 665. The descendants of the Clan Colman, kings of

Meath, took the name of O'Maolseachlain or O'Melaghlin, from
Maolseachlain or Malachy, monarch of Ireland, their ancestor in

the tenth century.

The ancient monarchs had four royal palaces in Meath, namely,
at Teamair or Tara, at Tailten, at Tlachtga, and at Uisneach.

Amergin, the celebrated bard of Dermod, monarch of Ireland in the

sixth century, derives the name of Teamair from Tea, the queen of

Heremon, wlio was buried there, and 3/?/r, which signifies "Mound,"
hence Tea Mur, or the Mound of Tea. By Latin and English wTiters

it is named Temoria and Temor, and was celebrated for the great

national conventions held there, called the Feis Titmlirach. 'Taill-

ten obtained its name frem Taillte, queen of Eochaidh, son of Eire,

the last king of the Firbolgs, who was buried there. This place

was long celebrated for the great assemblies of the people held there

annually in August, at which various sports and recreations similar

to the Olympic games of Greece were exhibited, and marriage con-
tracts ratified. It is known as Teltown, near the river Black-
water, between Kells and Navan. Tlachtga, according to the

Annals of the Four Masters, was situate near Athboy, and was
celebrated as a seat of Druidism The hill of Uisneach, in the barony
of Rathconrath, in Westmeath, between MuUingar and Athlone,

was another great seat of Drudism.

The chief's and clans of the kingdom of Meath, and the territories

they possessed in the twelfth century, are given in O'Dugan's To-
pography as follows : to which are added various clans not men-
tioned by O'Dugan, but whose names are collected from other

sources. I. O'Melaghlins, kings of Meath. Of this family Mur-
togh O'Melaghlin was king of Meath at the period of the Anglo-
Norman invasion, when the kingdom ofMeath was granted by Henry
II., to Hugh de Lacy. II. O'Hairt or O'Hart ; O'Riagahi or

O'Regan ; and O'Ceallaigh or O'Kelly, whom O'Dugan styled prin-



REIGN OF HENRY II.

in the south east ; all the people rose from their

beds, for they thought it was day ; and it (the

light) continued so eastward along the sea.

Conaing O'Haengusa (Henesey,) chief canon of

Roscrea, died.

Etlru O'Miadhachain (O'Meehan,) bishop of

Cluain (Clonard,) died at an advanced age, after a

well-spent Hfe.

Cionaodh O'Ronan, bishop of Glendalough,

died.

Maolmochta O'Maolseachnaill, abbot of Clon-

macnois, died.

A great prey was taken by Hugh Magennis and

the Clan Hugh. They plundered the Trian More

ces of Tara. Accordini; to the hook of Clonraacnois, quoted by
Hardinian in his Statute of Kilkenny, page 7, the O'Kellys were
lords of Bregia, long before the Anglo-Norman invasion. Tlie

O'Kellys of Bregia, it appears, were of a different race from the

O'Kellys of Hy Maine, lieing a branch of the southern Hy Nialls,

and descended from Aodh Slaine, monarch of Ireland ; the son of

Dermod was also monarch of Ireland, in the sixth century. III.

O'Congalaidh, probably O'Comiolly, whom O'Dugan describes as

one of the four princes of Tara. IV. O'Ruaidhri or O'Rory, now
anglicised to Rogers, lord of Fionn Fochla, in Bregia. V. O'Fal-

lamhain or O'Fallon, lord of Crioch-Ma-g-Ceadach, so called from
Oilioll Cedach, son of Cathair More, king of Leinster, and monarch
of Ireland in the second century. The country of the O'Fallons was
near Athlone, in the county of Westmeath, but they were afterwards

driven across the Shannon into Roscommon. VI. O'Coindealbhain or

0'Kendellan,or O'Commellan, prince of Ibh-Laoghaire, or Ive-Leary
which, according to Mac Geoghegan and others, was an extensive ter-

ritory in the present counties of Meath and Westmeath, and was pos-

sessed by the descendants of Laoghaire, monarch of Ireland at the

time of St, Patrick. The parishofCastletownKendellan in Westmeath
shows one part of this ancient territory, and the townland of Ken-
dellan's town near Navan shows another part of it. O'Braom or

O'Brcen, chiefof LuigUne, now the parish of Leney, in the barony of

Corcaree, Westmeath. VIII. O'Haongusa or O'Hennesy, chief of

Hy-Mac-Uais, now the barony of Moygoish, in Westmeath. The
Clan Mac Uais, or Mac Evoys, sometimes called Mac Veaghs, of

the race of Clan Colla, were the original chiefs of this territory.

IX. O'Haodha, supposed to be O'Hughes or O'Heas, chief of Odli-

bha, (probably Odra or Oddor, in the barony of Skrine, near Tara.)

X. O'Dubhain or O'Duvan, chief of Cnodhbha, probably Knowth
near Slane. XI. O'llainbeith or O'Hanvey, chief of Fearbile, now
the barony of Farbill in Westmeath. XII. O'Cathasaigh or

O'Casey, chief of Saithne, now Sonagh in Westmeath, [See note on

Saithne.] XIII. O'Leochain or O'Loughan, chief of Gailenga, now
the parish of Gallen, in the barony of Garrycastle, King's county.

XIV. O'Donchadha or O'Donoghoe, chief of Teallach Modharain,

probably now TuUamore, in the King's county. XV. O'Hionradh-
ain or O'Hanrahan, chief of Corcaraidhe, now the barony of Cor-

caree in Westmeath. XVI. O'Maolmuaidh or O'MulIoy, prince of

Ferceall, comprising the present baronies of Ballycowen, Ballyboy,

and Eglish or Fercall. XVII. O'Dubhlaidhe or O'Dooley, chief

of Fertullach, the present barony of FertuUagh, in Westmeath.
XVIII. O'Fionnallaln or O'Finnellan, of the race of Heber, and

tribe of the Dalcassians, lord of Delbhna Mor, now the barony of

Delviii, in Westmeath. XIX. O'Maollugach or O'MuUedy, chief

of Brogha, part of the now baronies of Delvin and Farbill. XX.
Slac Cochlam or Mac Coghlan,of tliejDalcassians, lord of Dealbhna-

Eathra, now the barony of Garrycastle, in the King's county. XXI.
O'Tolairg or O'Toler, chief of Cuircne, now the barony of Kilkenny

West, in Westmeath. XXII. Mac Eochagain or Mac Geoghegan,
prince of Cenel Fiahcaidh, now the barony of Moycashel, with parts

of Rathconrath, and FertuUagh. The Mac Geoghegans were one

ofArmagh. He (Hugh) was, however, killed thi-ee

months aftenvards.

Domhnall Breaghach (Donald of Bregia) O'Me-
laghlin, king of Meath, was slain at Durrow of

Columkille, by his own brother Arthm-, aided by
Muintir Laighachain.

Giolla-Mac-Liag (Gelasius,) son of Rory, suc-

cessor to St. Patrick, primate of Armagh, and of

all Ireland, a son of chastity, and pure of heart

towards God and man, <lied happily, on the 2"th

of March, being the AVednesday before Easter, in

the 87th year of his age. He had been sixteen

years in the Alibey of Cokmikille, at Deny, before

his elevation to the see of Armagh.

of the principal branches of the Clan-Colnian, and were called Cenel

Fiacha, from one of the sons of Niall of the Hostages. XXIII. Mac
Ruairc or Mac Rourke, chief of Aicme-Enda, descended from Enda
son of Niall of the Hostages. This clan was located in the district

in which is situated the Hill of Uisneach, in the barony of Rath-
conrath in Westmeath. XXIV. O'Cairbre or O'Carberry, chief of

Tuath Binn. XXV. O'Heochadha or O'Heoghy, chief of Cenel-

Aengusa. XXVI. O'JIaelcolain, chief of Delvin Beag, or Little

Delvin, adjoining the barony of Delvin.

Teathbha or Teflfia, as before mentioned, formed a great portion

of the ancient kingdom of Jleath. O'Flaherty states that Teftia,

wiiich became the territory of Maine, one of the sons of Niall of

the Hostages, and of his descendants, comprehended the greater

part of the present county of Westmeath, with nearly the whole of

Anally, or the county of Longford. It was divided into north and
south Teffia. North Teffia, or Cairbre Gabhra, was that portion of

Anally about Granard, which obtained its name from Cairbre, one

of the sons of Niall of the Hostages, and his descendants, who were
its possessors. South TetRa comprised the remaining portion in

Anally and Westmeath. O'Dugan, in the continuation of his To-
pography of Meath, enumerates the different chiefs and their terri-

tories in Teffia. The principal chiefs of Teffia, according to him,

were the following ;~I. O'Catharnaigh orO'Kearney. II. O'Cuinn
or O'Quinn. III. O'Coinfiacla, now O'Convally. IV. O'Lacht-
nain, or O'Loughnan, by some anglicised to Loftus. V. O'Muir-
eagain, or O'Murrigan. The O'Quinns were chiefs of Muintir

Giolgain, and had their cliief castle at Rathcline, in Longford. The
otiier chiefs were :— I. O'Flannigain or O'Flanagan, chief of Comar,

which O'Dugan places beside O'Braoin's country. II. O'Braoin

or O'Breen, of Breaghmhuine, now the barony of Brawney in \\est-

meath. III. Mac Conmeadha or Mac Conway of Mumtir Laoda-

gain. IV. Mac Aodhaor Mae Hugh of Muintir Tlamain. V.Mac
Taidhg or Mac Teige, (by some anglicised to Tighe, by others to

Montague,) of Muintir Siorthachain. VI. JIac Amhalgaidh or

Mac Gawley, chief of Calraidhe or Calrigia, a territory on the bor-

ders of Westmeath and the King's county,. Mac Geoghegan states

that this territory comprised the barony of Kilcourcy, in the King's

county. Count Magawley of the Austrian service, was of this

ancient clan. VII. Mac Garghamna or Mac Gaffney, of Muintir

Maoilsionna. VIII. O'Dalaigh or O'Daley, of Corca Adhaimh, or

Corcaduin. On the map of Ortelius, by O'Conor, O'Daly is given

as in, or contiguous to, the barony of Clonlonan, in Westmeath.
IX. O'Scolaidhe or O'Scully, of Dealbhna larthar or West Delvin.

X. O'Comhraidhe, anglicisedto Curry, of Hy Mac L^ais, the present

barony of Movgoish in Westmeath. 0'Haodha,orO'Hugh,orO'IIea,
of TirTeabthaShoir, or East Teffia. XII. O'Ccarbhaill or O'Carroll,

of Tara. XIII. O'Duinn, O'Doyne or O'Dunn, of the districts of

Tara. XIV. Mac Giolla Seachlomn or O'Shaughlin, of Deisceart

Breagh, now the parish of Dysart in Westmeath. XV. O'Ronain

of Cairbre Gaura, or northern "Teffia. XVI. O'Haongusaor O'Hen-
nesey, of Galinga beag, now the parish of Gallen, in the King's

county.
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A.D. 1174.

Maol losa O'Conaghtan, bishop of Siol Mmray,
(Elphin,) died.

Maol Patrick O'Banan, bishop of Conor and Dal
Araidhe (Down,) a venerable man, full of sanctity,

meekness, and purity of heart, died happily in Hy
of Columkille, (lona in the Hebrides,) at a good

old age.

Giolla Machaidhbeo, (latinised Maccabeus,)

abbot of Peter and Paul's monastery at Armagh,

a zealous and efHcient sci'vant of Christ, died on

the 31st of March, in the 70th year of liis age.

Flann (Florence) O'Gorman, chief professor (or

Tlie following chiefs and clans in Meath and Westmeath hare
not heen friven hy O'Dufjan, 0'Sionai(jk, anglicised to Fox, of the
southern Hy Nialls, lords of Muintir Tadhgain, an extensive terri-

tory in Tettia, containing parts oT the baronies of Rathconrath and
Clonlonan in Westmeath, with part of the barony of Kilcoiircy, in

the King's county. The head of Ihis family was distingiiished by
the title of The Fox, and ol)taincd large grants of lands from queen
Elizabeth, with the title of lord of Kilcourcey. The O'Malones, a
branch of the O'Conors, kings of Connaught, who had large pos-
sessions in the barony of Brawney, in Westmeath. In former times
these chiefs had tlie title of barons of Clan-JIalone and afterwards
obtained thatof baronsSimderlin, of Lake Sunderlin, in Westmeath.
Tlie O'Fngrins, a numerous clan, in Meath and West Meath, of
which there were many respectable families, the head of which had
the title of baron of Feltrim in Fingal. The following also were
clans of note in Westmeath, viz :—the O'Coffeys, and O'Higgins.
In Meath O'Laingseachs, or O'Lynches, O'Murphys, and O'Mur-
rays, the O'Brogans, and others. Tiie chiefs and clans of ancient
Meath were, with few exceptions, of the race of the southern Hy
Nialls. There are now but few families of any note, descendants
of the ancient chiefs of Meath.

In the year 1172 Henry II., granted to Hugh de Lacy for the
service of fifty kn'ghts, the whole kingdom of Meath, of which that
chieftain was made lord Palatine, with as full and ample powers as
Murchard O'Melaghlin, then king of Meath, who was dispossessed.

The original charter in Latin, conferring the grant, will be given
in the course of tliis work. De Lacy divided Meath amongst
his various chiefs, who were commonly denominated de Lacy's
barons. Hugh Tyrrell obtained Castlcknock; and his descendants
were for a Ions; period barons of Castlcknock. Gilbert de Angulo
or Nangle, obtained Magherigallen, now the barony of Morgallion,
in Meath. Jocelin, son of Gilbert Nangle, obtained Navan and
Ardbraccan. The Nangles were afterwards barons of Navan.
Many of the Nangles took the Irish name of Mac Costello, and from
them the barony of Costello in Mayo derived its name. ^A'illiam

de Missett obtained Luin ; and his descendants were barons of
Lune near Trim.
Adam Feipo or Pliepoe obtained Skrine, Santreff, or Santi-y, and

Clontorth, (either Clouturk or Clontarf.) This f.nnily had the title

of barons of Skrine, which title afterwards passed to the family of
Marward. Gilbert Fitz-Thomas obtained the territories about Ken-
lis; and his descendants were barons of Kells. Hugh de Hose
obtained Dees or the barony of Deece in Meath. The Husseys were
made barons of Galtrim. Hichard and Thomas Fleming obtained
Crandon and other districts. The Flemmgs became barons of Slane,
and a branch of the family viscounts of Longford. Adam Dullard
or Dollard obtained Dullenevarty. Gilbert de Nugent obtained
Delvin and his descendants were barons of Delvin, and earls of
Westmeath. Richard Tuite received large grants in Westmeath
and Longford. The Tuites r.'cei\ed tlie title of barons of Moyashell,
in Westmeath, Robert de Lacy received Rathwu-e in Westmeath,
of which his descendants were barons. Jeofi'rey de Constantine
received Kilbixey in Westmeath, of which his descendants were
barons. William Petit received Castlebreck and Magheritherinan,

lecturer) of Armagh and of all Ireland, a learned

and erudite doctor of divinity and moral law, having

studied twenty years in France and England, and

passed twenty more governing and superintenchng

the schools of Ireland, died happily on the Wed-
nesday before Easter, in the 70th year of his age.

Murghes O'Dubhthaigh (or Maurice O'Duffy,)

abbot of the monastery of Ath-da-la-arg at Boyle,

died.

llory O'CearbhaiU (or O'Carroll,) lord of Ely, was

killed on Inis CIotlu*an, (an island in Lough Ree on

the Shannon, in the county of Longi'ord.)

Congalach O'Coinfiacla, lord of Teathba, died.

now the barony of Magheradernon in Westmeath. The Petits

received the title of barons of Mullingar. Myler Fitz-Henry ob-
tained Magherneran, Rathkenin and Athinorker, now Ardnorcher.
Richard de Lachapelle, brother to Gilbert Nugent, obtained much
land.

The following great families, either of English or Norman descent,

settled in Meath in early times. Thede Genevilles succeeded the

de Lacys as lords of Meath ; and afterwards the great family of

Mortimer, earls of March in England. Tiie Plunketts, a family of

Danish descent, became earls of Fingal, and branches of them barons

of Dunsaney, and earls of Louth. The Prestons, viscounts Gor-
manstown, and another branch viscounts of Tara. The Barnwalls,

barons of Trimblcstown, and viscounts Kingsland. The Nettervilles,

barons of Dowth. The Bellews, barons of Duleek. The Darcys
of Flatten, some of whom were barons of Na\'au. The family of

Jones were aftenvards barons of Navan. The Cusacks, barons of

Clonmullen. The Fitz-Eustaces, barons of Portlester.

Tlie following were also families of note in Meath. The de
Bathes of Athcarn. The Dowdalls of Athlumney. The Flemings
of Staholmock. The Betaghs of Moynally, of Danish descent.

The Cruises of Cruisetown and Cruis-Rath, &e. The Drakes of

Drake-Rath. The Corballys. The Everards. The Cheevers,

some of whom had the title of barons of Mount Leinster. The Dar-
dises. The Delahoids. The Balffes. The Berfords. The Cad-
dells. The Scurlocks or Sherlocks. The Dillons. In more modern
times the following famihes of note. The Brabazons, earls of
Meath. The Butlers, barons of Dunbojme. Wharton, baron of
Trim Scomberg, viscount Tara. Cholinondeley, viscount Kells.

Hamilton, viscount Boyne. Colley Wesley or Wellesley, of Dan-
gan, earl of Momington, afterwards marquess Wellesley, and duke
of Wellington. The Taylors, earls of Bective, and marquesses of
Headfort. The Biighs, earls of Darnlcy. The marquess Conyng-
ham at Slane. Langford Rowley, baron of Summerhill. The
Gerards, Gametts, Barneses, Lamberts, Napper of Loughcrew,
Wallers, Tisdalls, ^yinters, Coddingtons, Nicholsons, and Thomsons,
respectable famUies in modem times in Meath.

In Westmeath the following great families of English descent
were located, together with those already enumerated. The Dil-
lons, who according to Lodge's Peerage, by Archdall, were oriffin-

ally descended from a branch of the southern Hy Nialls ; their

ancestor, a chieftain named Dillune or Delion, in the seventh cen-
tury, went to France, and being a famous warrior, became duke of
Aquitaine. One of his descenilants came to Ireland with king John,
and got large grants of lands in Westmeath and Anally, his descen-
dants were lords of Drumrany, in the barony of Kilkenny West,
and having founded many great families in Meath and Connaught,
became earls of Roscommon, viscounts Dillon in Mayo, barons of
Clonbrock, and barons of Kilkenny West, and several of them were
counts and generals in the French and Austrian service. The Dal-
tons and Delameres obtained large possessions in Westmeath and
Anally. The chief seat of the Daltons was at Mount Dalton, in

the barony of Rathconrath, of w hich they were lords, and some of

them distinguished in the service of foreign states, and were counts

of the Holy Roman Empu'e. The Deases in Meath and Westmeath.
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Mulrooney O'Kiardha, (O'Keaiy,) lord of Cair-

pre (Carbury in Meath,) was treacherously slain

by the English of Dublin, assisted by Mac Tui-nin,

by the son of Hugh O'Ferrall, and by Keallagh

O'Finnellan, lord of Delvin More.

The diocese of Westmeath, (the ancient see of

Fore,) was annexed to the abbacy (or see) of Clon-

macnoise by a general decree of the clergy of Ire-

land.

Earl Strongbow having marched with an army

into Munster, Roderick O'Conor, (king of Con-

naught,) proceeded thither with his forces to oppose

him. When the English recei^'ed intelligence of

Roderick's advance, they sent for reinforcements

to Dublin, who marched with all possible speed

to Thurles. Donal O'Brien advanced thither

at the head of the Dalcassians, (clans of Clare,)

and battalions from West Connaught, and with

a large army of the Siol MuiTay, (clans of

Roscommon,) besides the numerous and select

army commanded by Idng Roderick. A fierce

battle ensued, in which the English were defeated

by means of great valour. Seven hundi'ed of them

having been slain, the few who sumved fled in

In more modern times are the following families having titles in

Westmeath. The Roehforts, earls of Belvidere, and de Ginkells,

earls of Athlone.

In Meath the following baronets are located, viz. :—sir William

Somerville, sir Henry Meredith, sir Francis Hopkins, sir Charles

Dillon ; and in Westmeatli the following:—sir Percy Nugent, and
count Nugent, sir Richard Nagle, sir John Bennet Piers, sir Richard

Levinge, and sir John O'Reilly.

Meath constituted the chief part of the EiigJ'ish Pale, and was
divided into the counties of East and West Meath, in the reign of

Henry VIII., but its extent was diminished, as East Meath in early

times contained parts of Dublin and Kildare, and West Meath con-

tained parts of Longford and King's county.

The Ecclesiastical Divisions of ancient Meath were as follows ;

It contained several small bishops' sees, namely, Clonard, Duleek,

Ardbracan, Trim, Kells, Slane, Dunshaughlin, and Killskyre, in

East Meath, with Fore and Uisneagh or Killere, in ^^'est.nleath.

All those sees were consolidated in the twelfth century, and formed
into the diocese of Meath. In the year 1568 the ancient see of

Clonmacnois, in Westmeath and King's county,was annexed to the

diocese of Meath. The ancient see of Lusk, w hich lay in the king-

dom of Meath, was united to the diocese of Dublin. The diocese

of Meath is one of the ten which constitute the ecclesiastical pro-

vince of Armagh, and comprehends almost the whole of the coun-

ties of Meath and Westmeath, a large portion of the King's county,

with parts of Kildare, Longford, and Cavan, being nearly co-exteu-

sive with the ancient kingdom of Meath.
6. The O'Muldorrys were princes of Tirconnell, prior to the

O'Donnells, and are supposed to be the same sept.

7. Anghaile or Analhj, which was formed out of the ancient ter-

ritory of Teffia, comprised the whole of the county of Longford, and

was the principality of O'Ferrall of the Clanna Roi-y. His chief

residence was in the town of Longford, anciently called Longphort-
ui-Fhearghail, or the fortress of O'Ferrall. It appears that this

territory was divided into upper and lower Anally, the former com-

dismay with the earl to Waterford. O'Brien after

the victoiy retmnied home.

Maolseaghlam O'Donagan, lord of Aradh,' was

slain by O'Conor.

A.D. 1175.

O'Brien or O'Byrne, (Malachy,) bishop of Kil-

dare, died.

Maol losa, son of Cleraighchuir, and Giolla

Donal Mac Cormack, his successor, both bishops

of Ulicha, (Down,) died.

Flaithbertagh O'Brolchain, coarb of ColumkiUe,'

a tower of wisdom and hospitaUty, to whom the

clergy of Ireland had given a bishop's see for his

great vii-tues and superior wisdom, and offered

the superintendance of the monastery of lona, after

a patient suffering died, at the Black Abbey church

of Deny. He was succeeded in the abbey by Giolla

Mac Liag O'Brennan.

The Kinel Enda"'^ were defeated in battle mth
much slaughter, by Eachmarcach O'Kane and NeiU
O'Gonnley.

Manus O'Maolsachlain, (or O'Melaghhn,) lord

prising that portion of the county of Longford south of Granard,

and a part of the county of Westmeath possessed by O'Ferrall

Buidh or the Yellow ; the latter that portion north of Granard,

possessed by O'Ferrall Ban, or the Fair. The O'FerraUs were

dispossessed of the eastern parts of this territory by the English

settlers, the Tuites and Delamares, who came over with Hugh de

Lacy in the twelfth century. Amongst the old clans of Anally

were also the following, viz. :—O'Cuinn orO'Quinn.whohad his cas-

tle at RathcUne ; and the Mac Gillegans. The Muintir MegioUgain

or GioUgain, were located by O'Dugan in the territoiy of Muintir

Eoluis, that is, in the northern portion of the county of Longford,

and their chief was O'Quinn. A district called Corcard was pos-

sessed bythe O'Mulfinnys; the Mac Cormacs ; Mac Corgabhans

(now Gavans) ; O'Dalys ; O'Slamans or Slevins ; and O'SkoUys.

The O'FerraUs maintained their sovereignty till the reign of Eliza-

beth, when Anally was formed into the county of Longtbrd by the

lord deputy, sir Henry Sidney. In modern times the following

families haVe formed the nobility of this county. The Aungiers,

earls of Longford, afterwards tlie Flemings, and at present the

Pakenhams. The Lanes, earls of Laneshoro', and at present the

Butlers. The Gores were earls of Anally, and the family of For-

bes are now earls of Granard. The see of Ardagh was founded by

St.Mel in the fifth century, and the bishops were also styled bisliops

of Conma'icne, as the diocese included the territory in Leitrim

called Comnaicne. The diocese of Ardagh at present comprehends

nearly the whole of the comity Longford, a large portion of Leitrhn,

and parts of Westmeath, Roscommon, Sligc, and Cavan. In the

Roman Catholic division the ancient see of Clonmacnois, in the

King's county, is united to Ardagh, but in the EstabUshed Church

the see of Clonmacnois has been united to the diocese of Meath.

I. Aradh, now the barony of Ara, county of Tipperary.

1. The coarb or successor of St. Columkille was the abbot of

Derry. Flaithbheartagh O'Brolchain resigned the see of Derry.

C
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of East jNIeath, was taken treacherously by the

English, and hanged by them at Trim.

Donal Caemhanach (Kavanagh,) the son of Der-

mod, king of Leinster, was treacherously slain by

O'Fortchern and O'Nolan, (clans in Carlow.)

The son of Donal, son of Donagh, (Fitzpatrick)

lord of Ossoiy, was treacherously slain by Donal

O'Brien. Teige, the son of Fergal O'Rourke, was

also slain.

Dennod, son of Teige O'Brien, and Mahon, son

of Torlogh O'Brien, had their eyes put out, in theii-

own house at Caislean-ui-Chonaing, (Castle Conell)

by Donal O'Brien ; Dennod shortly aftenvards

died. Mac-an-Leithdirg O'Conor, the son of

O'Conor of Corcomroe, was also slain by Donal on

the same day.

Roderick O'Conor, king of Ireland, mai-ched an

anny into Munster. He compelled Donal O'Brien

to fly from Thomond, and spoiled the comitiy on

that expecUtion.

Conor (Cornelius,) Mac ConcoiUeadh, abbot

of St. Peter and St. Paul's, and afterwards the

coarb of St. Patrick, (archbishop of Armagh,)

died at Rome, whither he had gone to confer m ith

the successor of St. Peter.

Giolla Coluim O'Maolmuaidh (Mulloy,) lord of

Ferkale, was ti-eacherously slam by Roderick, son

of Conor Mac Coghlan.^

2. The Kinel Enda were the O'Gormleys, chiefs of Moy Ith in

thepresentbaronyofRaphoe, county of Donegal. The O'Cathansor
O'Kanes were powerful chiefs in Derry, of whom aftjU account is

given in the note on Tir-Eogliain.

Clnel, Miuntlr, Clann, Siol, TenUach, Hy, O, and Mac.
As these words constantly occur in the Annals, it is necessary to

explain their meaning. The word Ciiienl, Ciiiel, or Cf?(eZ, pronoun-

ced Kinel, signifies a people, or race, for instance the Cinel

Eogbain, that is, the people or descendants of Eogan or Owen, a
term applied to the people of Tyrone, and the posterity of Owen,
son of king Niall, who possessed that territory, In like maimer
the name Cinel Conaill was applied to the people of Tyreonnell, or

Donegal, the posterity of Conall Gulban, brother of Owen, son of

Niall. In the translation of the Annals the word is written Kinel,

as conveying the proper pronunciation. Mulntir also signifies a
people or tribe, but in a more limited sense than the word Cinel,

for instance, Muintir Maolmordha, a term applied to a tribe of

the O'Reillys, descended from Maobnordha, one of their ancient

chiefs ; Muintir Eoluis, the tribe name of the Mac Ranalls of

Leitrim. Clann or Clan, literally signifying a family, or descen-
dants, is a term generally known. Siol signifies a race, or descen-

dants, or a tribe, for instance Siol Muireadhaigh, pronounced
Sheel Miirraf/, the tribe name of the O'Conors of Connaught, as

descended from Muireadhach Muilleathan, king of Connaught in

the seventh century. TeaUach is also a term applied to a tribe or

elan, for instance, Teallach Eeachtagh, that is, the tribe of

Eacliaidh, a name applied to the tribe of tlie Mac Gawrans, and
also to their territory, now the barony of Tullaghaw, in the county
of Cavan. All the foregoing terms are also applied to the terri-

tories possessed by the various clans, as well as to the clans them-

A.D. 1176.

The abbeys of Fabhar (or Fore,) and Ceanannus

(or Kells,) were laid waste by the Enghsh, and by

the people of Hy Briuin.'

Louth was devastated by the Enghsh.

Niall, the son of Mac Loughlin, was slain by the

Muinth' Branain, namelj'', Dal-m-Binne."

The daughter of Roderick O'Conor, king of Ire-

land, and wife of Flaithbheartach O'Maoldoraidh,

was slain by the sons of O'CaireUain.

Bean Midhe, daughter ofDonagh O'CaiToU, and

\rife of Cumaighe O'Floinn (Flynn), lady of Hy-
Tiurtre and Fu-lee, died.

Ciunaighe O' Flynn, lord of Hy-Tuirtre, Firlee

and Dal Araidh (Down,) was slain by his own
kinsman Conmidhe, aided by the people of Fu-lee.'

Donal O'Brien besieged the city of Limerick and

ex]jelled the English therefrom.

A castle was erected by the English at KeUs.

The Enghsh earl, Richard (Strongbow,) died of

an ulcer in his foot, a visitation attributed to

SS. Bridget, Cohimkille, and otlier saints, whose

churches he had destroyed ; and it is said that

he thought he saw St. Bridget kilhng him.'*

The castle of Slane, which was occupied by

Richard Fleming and his forces, and from, which

he was in the habit of making predatory exciu'sions

into Oriel and Hy Brium, and agamst the men of

selves. Hy, ui Irish Ihh, pronounced Iv, is the plural of Un, or

Oy which is the preposition from, and thus signifies of, or from.

The word Hy is adopted by various writers instead of Il)h, and is

retained in the present translation. The word Ua or O prefi.ved

to Irish surnames, signified originally a grandson, but was afterwards

applied to all the descendants. Mac, signifying a son, was in after

times applied to the descendants of the same ancestor.

3. The Mac Cochlains or Coghlans, a powerful clan, were chiefs

of Dealbna Eatlu'a, now the barony of Garrycastle, in the King's

county.

1 . There were several places called Hy-Briuine, as will be after-

wards explained in the note on Brefney.

2. The Z)al-in-Sinne or iii-Bi(iniiewei'e so called, according to

O'Flaherty, from Buinn, son of Fergus Mac Roy, king of Ulster.

It was an ancient district in the county of Antrim. See Halriadn.
3. Hy-Tuirtre was an ancient territory in Dalaradia, on the

borders of Down and Antrim, extending from Lough Neagh to

Slieve Mis, of which the O'Flynns were chiefs. It was afterwards

called Clannaboy and possessed by the O'Neills. Fir Li or Firlee

was a district on the borders of Tyrone and Derry, near Lough
Neagh and the river Baim. In the Tripartite Life of St. Patrick

by Colgau it is called Leacoruin Jines.

4. It is necessary here to give some account of Strongbow, a
name so intimately connected with the English Invasion, the most
important event in Irish history. The ancestors of Strongbow were
descended from the dukes of Normandy, and came to England with
William the Conqueror. They were lords of Clare in Suffolk, from
which they took the name of de Clare, and were created earls of

Pembroke in M'ales. Gilbert de Clare, earl of Pembroke, bemg a
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Meath, was plundered by Maoleachlain, son of Mac
Loughlin, lord of Kinel Owen, at the head of the

Kinel Owen, and the people of Oriel. They slew

about five hundred or more of the English and then-

horses,and not one person escapedwith his life from

the castle. Three castles were abandoned in Meath

on the following day, through fear of the Kinel

Owen, those of Kells, Calatrom, (Galtrim,) and

Deny Patrick. Richard Fleming was slain on

that occasion.

RoderickO'Conor,kingof Ireland, granted aBally

Biatach(townland)toGod andSt. Bean-aidh forever,

namely, Tuaim Achaidli. The witnesses for con-

firming this grant by O'Conor and his successors for

ever, were Cadhla O'Dufly', archbishop of Tuam,
Aireachtach O'Roduibh (Rody,) Flann O'Fion-

nachta (Feenaghty,) Hugh O'Floinn, Ruairc

O'Maoilbrenainn, Ignaidhe (Ignatius) O'Manach-
ain, GioUu-an-CoimdeMacAnlestair, (MacAlhster)

O'Hainlidhe (O'Hanly,) and Conor Mac Dermott.

Donal, son of Torlogh O'Conor, lord of North

Connaught, the most exemplary man for generosity,

good order, and counsel, among the Irish, died and

was buried at Mayo of the Saxons.

Donal, son of Torlogh O'Brien, king apparent

of JIunster, died.

Donal O'Maim (or O'Mally,) lord of Hy MaUia,

died.

Dermod, son of Cormac Mac Carthy, king of

Desmond, was taken prisoner by his own son

Cormac Liathanach ; Cormac, however, was

treacherously put to death by his own people, and

Dermod re-took possession of the lordship.

Donal Fitzpatrick, lord of Ossorj', died.

Hugh Mac Gillabroidi O'Rourke died.

Donal, son of GioUa Patraic, lord of Cair-

famoiis archer, was designated de arm fort), or Strongbow, and bis

son Ricliard also bore that name, and the titles of earl of Pembroke,
Strigul and Chepstow ; and Kichard de Clare, earl of Pembroke,
who invaded Ireland, is described by Cambrensis and Holingshed
as follows :

" Earl Strongbow was of a sanguine complexion, freck-
led in the face, his eyes grey, and features feminine, his voice not
strong, neck slender, in stature tall and well formed, courteous and
gentle in manners ; wliat he could not compass by deeds, he would
win by good words and gentle speeches ; in time of peace he was
more ready to yield and obey, than to rule and command ; out of
the camp he was more like a soldier-companion than a captain, but
in the camp and in war, he carried with him the state and coun-
tenance of a valiant captain. Of himself he was slow to adventure
auythuig, but being advised and set on he refused no attempts. In
all chances of war, he was still one and the same manner of man,
being neither dismayed by adversity, nor puifed up with prosperity."

Strongbow, as already mentioned,was invited to Ireland by Der-

])re O'Ciarda, was treacherously slain by Art

O'Melaghhn, who was deposed by the men of

Meath, who confeiTed the principahty on Donogh
0']\lelaghlin, whose son Flan was slain by (the

people of) Carbry O'Ciarda.

A.D. 1177.

Cardinal Vivianus came to Ireland on the first

Sunday in Lent, and convened a sjmod of the

Irish bishops and abbots at Dubhn, in which they

enacted many ecclesiastical regulations not now
observed.'

Hugh O'Neill, the youth called Toinleasg, lord

of Kinel-Owen for a considerable time, and heir

presumptive to the monarchy of Ireland, was slain

by Maolachlain and Ardgal O'Loughhn ; but the

latter fell by the hand of O'NelU in the conflict.

John de Com'cy, accompanied by the knights of

Dalaraidhe, marched an army to Dun-da-Leathglas

(Down), and slew Donal, son of Cathusach, lord

of Dalaraidhe. Down was plundered by de Courcy.

He erected a castle there from which they defeated

the Ultonians in two engagements. They also

defeated the Kinel-Owen and Orgallians ; and

Conor O'CauTellain, chief of Clan Dermod,^ and

Giolla-Mac-Liag O'Dongaile (or O'DonneUy,) chief

of Ferdroma,^ and many other chiefs were slain in

the battle. Donal O'Flaherty, shot by aiTows

in the same engagement, died of his wounds in St.

Paul's church at Armagh, after penance and re-

ceiving the eucharist and extreme unction. John

de Courcy then proceeded to Hy Tuiitre and Fir

Li, but Cumidlie O'Floinn burned the eastern

plain before him ; Colerain also, and many other

churches were burned.

mod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, who gave him his daughter

Eva in marriage, at Waterford A.D. 1171, with the reversion

of the whole kingdom of Leinster after Dermod's death.

By his wife Eva Strongbow had an only daughter, Isabel, who was
married to William Le Mareschal, Earl Marshal of England, after-

wards carl of Pembroke. After many battles with the Irish chiefs

Strongbow died at Dublin ofa mortification in his foot, in the month
of May, A.D. 117G, and was buried in Christ Church, where his

monument still remains. The descendants of tlie Anglo-iVonnan
chiefs who came with Strongbow, were known by the name of the

Strongbownians, and form to this day many of the principal families

in Ireland.

1 . Cardinal Vivianus was the Pope's Legate in Ireland.

2. The O'Carolans of the Clanna Rory, were chiefs of Clann
Diarmada, now the parish of Clandermot, or Glendermot, in Derry,
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Niall O'Gairmleadhaigh (Gormley), lord of Fer-

maighe Ith and of Kind Enda, was slain by

Donogh O'CaireUain and the Clan Dermod in the

pi'ecincts of Deny ColumkiUe. The house in wliich

Niall was at this time was set on fire, and he was

slain at the door while endeavouring to make his

escape. After this Donagh O'Carellain made peace

with God, ColumkiUe, and the people of Derry,

on his own account and on behalf of his descend-

ants ; and he made an otfering to St. ColumkiUe,

and the people of Derry, for his sons, grandsons,

and descendants for ever. He likewise bestowed

upon them a Bally Biatach, in the parish

of Domhnachmore ; and he gave them the Mac
Rlabhach,* the most valuable goblet in Ireland at

that time, which was an equivalent for sixty cows.

He built a house for the clergyman in lieu of that

which was burned over O'Gormley, and paid him
the loss sustained by the fire. The whole Clan

Dermod, also, made restitution on then* own behalf.

Morogh, son of Roderick O'Conor, took with

him MUes de Cogan, and his knights to Ros-

common, to lay waste Connaught, from ill wiU

towards his father. The Conacians burned Tuam,
and many other churches in the countiy, to pre-

vent the Enghsh from fixing their quarters in them.

They defeated the Enghsh and exijeUed them from

the countiy. Roderick put out the eyes of his

son, Morogh, for ha\'ing joined the English.

O'Maoldoraidh (chief of TjTConnell,) and the

Kinel ConeU were defeated by Conor O'CaireUain;

and the Kinel Enda suffered great slaughter in

the battle. The son of O'SeaiTaigh (Foley), and
many other chieftains were slain.

Donal O'Hara, lord of Lieney,' died.

A.D. 1178.

Donal O'Fogarty, bishop of Ossoiy, died.

Giollu-Criost O'Heothaidh (O'Heoghaidh or

O'Hoey,) bishop of Conmaicne, died. (See note

on Anally.)

on the borders of Tyrone. Many of this elan have changed their
name to Carleton.

3. Fenr Droina, an ancient territory in the county of Donejal,
written Fardroin and Fardrome, in the mquisitions "taken of that
county

.

4. Mac Biabhach signifies the Grey or Speckled Boy, a fanci-
ful name given to this curious goblet.

5. The O'Haras, chiefs of Lieuey,now the barony of Lieney, in
the county of Sligo.

Conor, son of Cualladh O'Lainnidh (Luiny,)

took the cliieftainship of Kinel-Moen,' and ex-

pelled Donal, son of Donal O'Gormley, from

Moy-Ith,- who fled to Donogh O'Duibhdiorma

in Inisowen. Three months afterwards the Kinel-

Moen took the chieftainship from Conor and

conferred it again on Donal O'Gormley. GioUa

Caoch (the Blind,) O'Ederla and O'Flanagan, two

of Donal's party, treacherously slew Conor in

Donal's house, although he was under the protec-

tion of the chief Erenach of Ernaklhe,^ who was

then with him. Shortly afterwards the Kinel-

Moen expelled Donal O'Gormley from the chief-

tainship, and placed Roiy O'Flaherty in power

over them. The three sons of O'Flaherty acted

treacherously towards Kinel-Moen, and slew Donal,

son of Donal O'Gormley, and Tiarnan, son of

Rannall Mac Donall, with eight of the gentry of

Kinel Moen. RaghnaU, son of Eachmarcach

O'Cathain, had been slain by the Kinel Moen, in

the beginning of the summer, and it was to

revenge him that Galach O'Luinidh and Mur-

togh O'Petain (Peyton) were slain, and that

the aforementioned treachery was committed

against Kinel Moen.

There was a great wind in this year, by which

many trees were uprooted, and many churches

laid prostrate. One hmidred and twenty trees feU

at Deny CohunkUle.

John de Courcj', with his foreigners, marched

into Machaire ChonaUl,'' which they plundered.

He remained encamped for one night at Ghonn
Righe.* Murogh O'Can-oll, loi-d of Orgiall and

Cu-Ulladh,'' son of Dunslevey, king of Ulladh

attacked de Courcy's forces, of whom they slew

four hundred and fifty ! Ofthe Irish one hundred

and fifty were slam on the field of battle, including

O'Nainffed (O'Neney,) lord of Hy-Meith-Macha

(a territory in Monaghan and partly in Armagh.)

John de Courcy, ui an expedition into Dala-

raidhe (or Dalaradia,) was opposed hy Cu-Midhe

O'Flainn (Flynn,) lord of Hy-Tuirtre and of Firlee,

1. -ffine?- .1/oen, now the barony of Raphoe, in the county Donegal.
2. Moij-Ith, or the plain of Ith, so called from Ith, the uncle of

Milesius, who landed at this place, where he was wounded, or, as

some state, killed, by the Tuath-De-Danans According to

O'Flaherty this district lay in the barony of Keenaght in the

county of Derry. O'Gormly was chief of Moy-Ith and Kinel

Enda. The family name O'Duibhdhiorma has been corruptly

anglicised to Mac Dermott.
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The English were defeatedwho gave him battle

wth great slaughter through the interposition of

St. Patrick, St. Columkille, and St. Brendan ; and

de Coui'cy with difficulty escaped to Dubhn,

covered with wounds.

The king of England's constable for Dublin and

East Meath marchedwth his forces to Clonmacnois,

and plundered all the town except the churches

and the houses of the bishop. God and St. Kiaran

wrovight a xdsible miracle against them, for they

could neither plunder nor rest, but abandoned

their schemes, and departed the next day.

The river of Galway was di-ied up for several

days, so that aU things lost in it from time imme-

morial were recovered, and great quantities of tish

were taken by the inhabitants.

The people of Dealbhna-Eathra (O'CoghUns,)

Maoileachlain Beag (the Little,) and a party of the

men of Teffia (the Foxes,) were defeated by Art

O'Melaghlin, aided by the people of Offaley, and

the English, in which battle Muu'edhach Mac-an-

t-Sionnaigh (Fox,) was slain.'

3. Ernaidhc, now the jiarish of Urney, wliich partly lies in

the barony of fiaplioe, but chiefly in that of Strabane, county of

Tyrone.

4. Maclmire Chomiill. See note on Oreiall-

5. GUonn or Glen Righe was the vale of the Newry river.

6. Ci(-Vllndh. This Cu-UUadh was a celebrated chief, son of

Conor Mac Dunsleve, king of UUilia, now the cuunty of Down.
O'Conor (Rev. Hib. Scrip, vol. i.l states that he was called Cu-
Ulladh, signifying the Hound of UUadh, from his great swiftness

of foot, and bravery in battle. The defeat of de Courcy was owing
to the valour of Cu-UIladh.

John de Courcy was the most renowned leader of the Anglo-
Normans in Ireland. He was descended from the dukes of Lorraine

in France, and his ancestor came to England with William the

Conqueror. He was a man of great strength, of gigantic stature,

and indomitable courage. HoUngshed says that, " de Courcy was
mighty of limb and strong of sinews, very tall and broad in propor-

tion, a most valiant soldier, the first in the field and the foremost
in the fight, a noble and right valiant warrior." Campion in his

Chronicle says of him, "John de Courcy was a warrior of noble

courage, and in pitch of body like a giant." It is remarked that in

private life he was modest and religious ; he was, moreover, the

founder ofmany monasteries. Holingshed states that, " he rode on
a white horse, and had three eagles painted on his standards, to

fulfill a prophecy made by Merlin, that a kniglit riding on a white
horse and bearing birds on his shield should be the first of the

English who with force of arms would enter and conquer Ulster."

De Courcy and his forces subjugated a great part of Orgiall, now
the counties of Louth, Monaghan, and Armagh, together with
Ulidia, or the coimty of Down, and had his chief castle at Down-
patrick. He was married to Africa, daughter of Godred, khig of

the Isle of Man, and was created earl of Ulster by Henry II. After

various contests with his great rivals the de Lacys, lords of Jleath,

he was at length overcome, taken prisoner, and banished from Ire-

land, and died an exile in France, A.D. 1"21U. The de Courcys, his

successors in Ireland, were created barons of Kinsale, and in consi-

deration of the fame of their ancestors were allowed the peculiar

privilege of wearing their hats in the royal presence—a right which

Hugh O'Flaherty, lord of West Connaught, died

at Eanach-Duin.

Mac AM'ley was slain by the Siol-Anmchadha.*

Maelsechlainn Beag O'Melaghhn stormed the

fortress of Art O'Melaghhn, and expelled him
from his mansion, and also slew Flan, son of Mac
Awley, chief of Cahy.*

A.D. 1179.

In this year the following ecclesiastics died:

namely, Tuathal O'Connachtaidh, bishop of Tir

Briuin ;' Colman O'Scannlain (or O'Scanlan,)

Aircinneach- of ClojTie ; Giollu Domhnaill

O'Forannain, Aircinneach of Ard Sratha f and

Maelmuu-e Mac Giollu Commain, Secnap, or prior

of Ard Sratha.

Araiagh was entirely consumed by fii-e with all

its chiu'ches and chapels, except St. Bridget's

Chm-cli, and that of na bh-Fearta, or of the

Mhacks.

All the churches of TjTone from the mountains

the baron of Kinsale exercised on the occasion ofGeorge the Fourth's

visit to Ireland.

7. See note on Meath.
8. The Siol-Anmohadha were the O'Madigans or Maddens. See

note on Siol-Amnchadha

.

. 9. Calry, a district in the county West Meath, the ancient pro-

perty of the Mac Awleys. See note on Meath.

1. Skliop of Tir Sriuin. Ware mentions Tuathal O'Conach-
taigh, bishop of Hua Brune, or Enaghdune, as attending at the

council of Kells, A.D. 1152. Enaghdune, now the parish of Anna-
down, county of Galway, was an ancient bishop's see, afterwards

annexed to Tuara.

2. The title Aircinneach, or Erenach, originally meant an Arch-
deacon who, according to ancient discipline, was the manager of

the property of the church. By degrees this office fell into the

hands of lajinen, who consequently assumed the title of Arch-
deacons. In the middle ages several archdeacons are found in one

and the same diocese, some called nuijores, others minores. In the

course of time the Erenachs became exceedingly numerous in Ire-

land. They were universally laymen, except that they were
tonsured, on v.'hich account they were ranked among the clerici or

clerks. Each of these Erenachs used to pay, and was bound to do

so, a certain subsidy, refections, and a yearly pension to the arch-

bishop or bishop, in whose diocese the lands held by them were
situated, in proportion to the quantity of land and the custom of the

country. Usher observes, that in the diocese of Derry and Raphoe
the bishop got a third part, the other two-thirds being reserved for

the repairs of churches, hospitality, and Erenachs' maintenance.

In fact the Erenachs were the actual possessors ofold church lands,

out of which they paid certain contributions, either in money or

kind, towards ecclesiastical purposes. There was another title in the

church somewhat similar but superior in rank to the Airchinneach,

called Comharbn (Coarb,) corruptly written Corba or Corbe, and

in the plural Corbas, Corhcs, and Conitirbnns- Some of the Coarbs

in latter times were laymen, and possessed lands belonging to

episcopal sees, paying, however, certain mensal dues to the bishops,

who did not hold the lands in demesne. On the whole It appears
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southwards were abandoned on account of the

wars, commotions, and famme.

O'Ruadhachain, lord of Ua n-Eachducli,^ chcd

of a disease of thi-ee nights duration, after his ex-

pulsion for having violated the Canon Laws of St.

Patrick a short time previously.

A peace was concluded by Donogh O'Caireal-

lain and the Clan Dermot, with the Kinel Moen
and O'Gonnley. Awlave Mac Meanman was

brother of Donogh's wife. This treaty was ratified

in the church of Ai'dstraw, where the oaths were

administered by the clergy of that church as well

as of Domhnach-j\Ior and of Urney. O'Gormk'y
(Awlave) came on the following day, demanding

more sureties, to the house of Donogh O'Cairel-

lain ; but they killed him in the middle of their

people, before the mansion 4por, in the presence

of his sister, Donogh's wife ; they also slew three

of his party, namely, Cionaedh, son of Art O'Bra-

cain, (or Bracken,) and the son of Gillcrist, son of

Cormac Mac Reodain, the foster brother of Donogh
O'Cahellam. Shortly after the chui-ches of Ai'd-

straw, Domhnach-Mor, and Urney were devastated

by the men of Moy-Ith.

One hundred and five houses were burned in a

plundering attack on Clonmacnois.

Clonfert and all its churches were biu'ned.

Lothra, Ai'dfert, Cashel, Tuaim-da-ghualainn

(Tuam,) Dysart KeUy, Kil-meadlian, and Balla

(in the comity of Mayo,) were all destroyed by
fire.

Maelseachlain O'Maoilmiaidli, chief of Muinter

Eoluis, died.

Ivar O'Casey, lord of Saithne, died.

tliat the coarbs, erenaehs, and aircliinneachs were in ancient
times the managers of Church Lands. (See Usher and Lanigan.)

3. Ard Smthn, now Ardstraw, an ancient episcopal see in

Tyrone, afterwards united to the diocese of Derry.
4. Uii n-Eachdach or Iv Hachdtich, now the barony of Iveagh

county of Down.
5. O'Shaughnessy's territorywas Kmel Aodh, in the south-west

of tlie county of Galway.

1. Laurence O'Tunthail or O' Toole waa the son of Murtogh
O'Tuatliail, prince of Imaile, in the present county of 'NVicklow.
He became abbot of Glendalougli, and afterwards aichbishop of
Dublin, A.D. 1162. In the year 1175, having gone to England
on some business with king Henry, he nearly lost his life w^hile in
the act of commencing to celebrate Mass in the cathedral of Can-
terbury, a man, supposed to be a maniac, having approached the
altar and struck him to the ground by a violent blow on the head
witli a club. The archbishop, from his active exertions to rouse
the Irish princes and people to resistance against the English, in-
curred the enmity of kmg Henry. In the year 1180, the arch-

Maolaghlin Riagh O'Shaughnessy,^ lord of the

half of Kinel Aodh, was slain by the son of Donogh
O'CathaU, (or O'Cahal.)

A.D. 1180.

Lorcan O'Tuathail, (or O'Toole,) i.e. Laurence,

archbishop of Leinster, and legate of Ireland, was

martjTed.'

Macraith O'Daighi-e, (or O'Deerj',) Aircinneach

of Derry, died.

Raghnall O'Carolan was slain by the Kinel

Moain within the precincts of Derry-Columkille.

Donogh O'Carolan was slain by the Kinel

Conaill (O'Donnells,) in revenge of his treachery

to O'Gormley. This happened through the inter-

vention of the saints, because he had violated their

sanctuaries.

Aindilis O'Dochartaidh (or O'Dogherty,) died at

Derrj^ Columkille.

A battle, commonly called Tfie battle of the

Conors, was fought between Conor of Moan Moy,
son of (king) Roiy O'Conor, and Conor O'Kelly,

lord of Hy Maine, in which O'KeUy, Teige his son,

Dermod his Ijrother, Maolseachlain, son of Deraiod

O'Kelly, and Teige, son of Teige O'Conor, were

slain.

^

Maurice O'Hedhin (O'HejTie or Hjmes,) lord

of Hy Fiachrach Aidhne,^ was slain by the men
of Munster.

Carrghamhain O'Giollaultain, chief of Muintir

Maoiltsiona,^ was slain by Hugh Mac Cangamhna
on Innis Endaimh on Morlough.

bishop went again to England to arrange some matters with the

king, who treated liim in a tyrannical manner, and prevented his

return to Ireland. King Henry having gone to France, the per-

secuted prelate followed him, witli a view to accommodate matters,

but on his arrival in Normandy he was seized with a fever, of

which he soon afterwards died, on the 14th of November, A.D.
11!!'0, in the monastery of Augum, now En, in the church of whic
be was interred. Grief and persecution having prematurely cut

off this eminent prelate, the Annalists mean to intimate that fact

by stating that he died a martyr. In person he was tall and
graceful, and of a comely countenance ; he was equally emuient for

his piety aud patriotism, and was a man of unljounded charity.

During a famine of three years' duration he daily gave alms to

iive hundred destitute persons, whom he also supplied with food,

clothing, and other necessaries. For his eminent virtues and
sanctity he was canonized by Pope Honorius III., A.D. 1220. The
festival of St. Laurence O'Toole, as patron saint of the diocese of

Dublin, was annually celebrated on the 14th of November.
2. This battle, commonly called the battle of the Conors, from

the Christian names of the two chiefs being Conor, is mentioned
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Donal, son of Teige O'Cinneididli (or O'Ken-

nedy,) lord of Urmhumhay' (or Ormond.) died.

Maolmuire, son of Con the Charitable, chief sage

of Ireland, died.

Hugh O'Caithniadh, (or O'Caheny,) lordof Erris,

was treacherously slain by O'Callaghan, in Kil-

coman.''

Awlave O'Toghda, chief of Bredagh, was slain

by O'Gaibhtheachain, (or O'Gavaghau,) chief of

Moy Eleg.^

Murogh O'Lachtna, chief of the two Backs,' was

dro\\iied in Lous;h Con.

A. D. 1181

Dunghal O'Caellaidh (or O'Keely,) bishop of

Leithghnne (or Leighlin,) died.

Maolmuire O'Dunain, abbot of Cnoc-na-Seangan,

in Lugh Magh, died.'

Maolciaran O'Fiodhabhra (or O'Fidaver.) eoarb

of St. Kiaran,- died.

A battle was fought between Flaithbeartach

O'Maeldoraidh (or Flaherty O'Muldony,) lord of

Kinel Connell, and the sons of the king of Con-

naught, on Saturday in Whitsuntide, in which six-

teen sons of the lords and chiefs of Connausht fell

besides many of the gentrj' and soldieiy. The
Kinel ConneU held the Conacians in subjection

for a considei'able time afterwards. Accordins to

some records the following are the names of the

chiefs who fell in this battle :—Biyan and Manus,

sons of Torlogh More ; Muh-ooney ; tn-o sons

by Charles O'Conor as tlie battle of Ruba Geallain. Maonmaigh
was an ancient territory in Gahvay, afterwards, according to

O'Brien, called Clanricard.

3. Hij Fifichrach Aidhne was an ancient territory in the
county of Gahvay, co-extensive with the diocese of Kilmacduach.

4. Innls Endaitnh is probably lunis Aingin, which Lanigan says
was the Island of All Saints in Lough Ree on the Shannon. Muin-
tir Maoiltsiona was Fox's country in AVest Meath.

5. Urmhumhn, that is, East Munster or Ormond, an extensive
ancient territory wliieli lay in the present counties of Tipperary,
Kilkenny, and Waterford. See note on Ormond.

6. cm ChoDwut, or Kilcomon, the parish of Kilcoman, in the
barony of Erris, county of 3Iayo.

7. According to O'Dugan, O'Duibhdiarmaid, (anglicised to O'Der-
mott,) was chief of Bredach. This territory was situated between
Lough Foyle in Derry and Lough Swilly in Donegal, and tlie dis-

trict is still traceable by the river Breadach in that locality, which
falls into Lough Foyle. The parish of Moville lay in this district.

O'Toghda, a name anglicised to Todd, was chief of the territory.

Moy Elegh was the plain of Aileaeh in the same locality, in which
was seated the famous palace of Aileaeh, a residence of the kuigs
of Ulster.

8. The district called the two Backs, lies between Lough Con
and the river Jloy , in the barony of Tyrawley, and county of Mayo,

of Hugh O'Conor ; Hugh, son of Conor O'Kelly;
Giollacrist, son of Mac Oireachtaidh O'Rodhuibh

;

(or O'Rody;) Eachmarcach O'MuLreadhaicUi (or

O'Miuray ;) Donogh, son of Biyan Luigneach
O'Conor; Cucuallachta, son of Murtogh O'Conor

;

the three O'Maoilbrenams (or O'Brenans ;) the

two Mac GioUabiudhes (or M'Gilwees ;) Hugh,
grandson of Roderick ; and many other men of

note.^

Donal, son of Hugh Mac Lochlainn (or Mac
LoughUn,) marched an army of the Kinel Owen
of Telach Oge into Ulidia, and defeated the Uh-
chans, with the men of Hy Ttni-tre and of Fnlee,

who were commanded by Roiy Mac Duinnsleve

and Cumidhe O'Flainn (or O'Flynn.)

O'Cathain (or O'Kane,) Eachmarcach,'* assem-

bled an army of the men of Moy-Ith, and of Kinel

Binnigh of the Glen, and crossed Tuaim.''' They
plundered Firlee and Hy-Tuirtre, and took an

immense prey of cattle.

Tomaltach O'Conor was promoted to the coarb-

ship of St. Patrick (or see of Armagh.) He made
a \dsitation of the Kinel Owen (TjTone), received

liis dues from them, and gave them liis benediction.

A.D. 1182.

Hugh O'Caellaidh' (or O'Keeley,) bishop of

Oriel, and chief canon of Ireland, died.

Donal O'Huallachain, archbishop of Munster

(Cashel,) died.

Donal, son of Hugh O'Lachlainn (or O'Lough-
hn,) marched an army to Dunbo'- in Daih-iada,

and was anciently the property of the Mac Firbises, the celebrated

historians and antiquaries of Leacan.

1 Cnoc-no-Seangnn, that is, the Hill of the Ants, a name
applied to the large Moat or Mound at Ardee : hence the abbey
meant is that of Ardee in Louth.

2. Coarb of St. Ciaran, that is, abbot or bishop of Clonmacnois.
3. This was called the battle of C'noc-Cairbre, and was fought in

the barony of Carburry, county of Sligo.

4. M'henever the chiefor head of a territory or clan is mentioned,
the surname is given first and then the christian name, for in-

stance, O'Neill, Hugh ; but among the inferior chiefs the christian

name is frequently used first. Sometimes the surname alone is

expressed, as O'Donnell, that is. The O'Donnell. To the names of
the Anglo-Norman and English chiefs, and even to those of some of
tlie Irish, the definite article The is prefixed, as An Diolamlinach,
that is. The Dillon; An Slonnach, The Fox ; &c.

5. Tua'im, now Toora Bridge on the river Bann, near Lough
Neagh, in the county of Antrim.

1. O'Caellaidh is, called by Ware and others O'Kelly and O'Kil-
ledy.

2. Dunbo or Dunboe, a parish in the barony of Colerain, county
of Derry.
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where he gave battle to the English ; but the Kind

Owen were defeated, and Raghnall O'Breislen,

Gilcreest O'Kane, and many others fell. They

carried away with them the Gospels of St. Martin.

Biyan, sonof Torlogh O'Brien, was treacherously

killed by Raghnall Mac Conmara (or Mac Namara)

Beag.

Hugh Mac Cargamhna, chief of Muintii- Maol-

stiona, was killed by Gillu-Ultain Mac Cargamhna.

Murogh, son of Taichleach O'Dubhda (or

O'Dowd,) was slain by Maolseachlain O'Maol-

ruannaigh (or O'Mubooney).

Awlave O'Ferrall expelled Hugh O'FeiTall, and

assumed the chieftainship of Anally.

A.D. 1183.

Joseph O'Haodha,' bishop of Hy Kinselagh,

died.

Bee O'Heaghra (or O'Hara,) lord of Lieney in

Connaught, was treacherously killed by Conor

O'Diai-mada (or O'Dermott,) on Lough Mac
Fereadaidh, in his own house.

A skirmish arose between O'Flaherty, viz.

the GioUa Riabhach, and the son of O'Gormley.

O'Flaherty and a gi-eat number of the Kinel Moen
fell in the conflict.

Fergal, son of Awlave O'Rourke, was killed by

Loghlin, son of Donal O'Rourke.

GiUultan Mac Cargawna, chief of Muintu-

Maolstiona, was slain by the sons of Sionnagh

O'Catharnidli (or O'Kearney) aided by five others.

A.D. 1184.

Giolla losa O'Maoilin, a bishop, died.

Bryan of Brefney, son of Torlogh O'Conor,

died.

Maoil losa O'CarroU was elected successor of

1. Joseph O'Haodha, O'Hethe or O'Hugh, bishop of Hy Km-
selagh, in the county of Wexford, that is, bishop of Ferns.

1 . Tualm Grene, now the parish of Tomgraney, in the barony
of TuUa, county of Clare.

1 Philip Unsesra. This was Philip of Worcester, the lord

deputy of Ireland, who is represented hy various writers as a most
corrupt and rapacious governor. Stuart, in his history of Armagh,
says, that he entered tliat city in mid-lent, with his forces, accom-
j)anied by Hugh Tyrrel, and subjected the inhabitants to six days'

])illage, having robbed tlie clergy and churches. Hanmer in his

Ciironicle says of Worcester :
—" In March, about the middle of

Lent, he came to Armagh, where he extorted and per force exacted

St. Patrick, (to the archbishopric of Armagh,)

which had been vacated by Tomaltach O'Conor,

Ai-t O'Melaghlin, lord of West Meath, was

treacherously killed by Dermod of the Friars, the

son of Torlogh, at the instigation of the EngUsh,

and Maoilseachlain Beag (the Little,) caused him-

self to be appointed chief, and three days after-

wards defeated Dermod in a battle, in which were

slain the son of Mahon O'Brien, and many others.

A castle was erected by the English at Kill-Air

(in West Meath.)

Another castle was attacked and plundered by

Maoilseaclilain, aided by Conor of Maon Moy
O'Conor, in wliich many EngHsh were slain.

Thirty of the best houses in Armagh were plun-

dered by the English of Meath.

The monastery of Eas Ruadh (Ballyshannon,)

was dedicated to God and St. Bernard, by Flaherty

O'Muldorry, lord of Tyrconnell, for the good of

his soul.

Cenfaoladh O'Grada (or O'Grady,) successor to

St. Cronan of Tuaim Grene,' died.

Niall, son of the Sionagh O'Catharnaidh, died.

Awlave, son of Fergal O'Rourke, lord of Brefney,

was treacherously slain by Mac Raghnaill (Mac

Revnolds.)

Donal O'Flanagan, chief of Clan Cathail, died

at Cong of St. Feichin (in Mayo.)

Fergal O'Reilly was treacherously killed by

Maelechlain O'Rourke.

A.D. 1185.

Maoilisu O'MmTay, professor at Deny Colum-

kille, died at a venerable age.

Philip Unsesra,' with his English forces, re-

mained at Armagh six days in the middle of Lent.

Gillcreest Mac Cathmhaoil^ (Mac Campbell,)

head chieftain of the Kmel Fereadaidh and of the

from the clergy there a great mass of money and treasure, and

from thence he went to Du7ie (Down,) and from Dune to Dublin,

laden with gold, silver, money, and money's worth, the which he

extorted in every place where he came, and other good did he

none. Hugh Tyrrel, his fellow scraper, took from the poor priests

of Armagh a great brass pan or brewing furnace, whicli served the

whole house." It is further stated, that as a judgment from Pro-

vidence for those sacrilegious robberies, Worcester was seized with

a sudden and violent cliolic, which nearly killed him, and tliat the

house where Tyrrel lodged having taken fire, all the plunder he

had was consumed to ashes together with the horses that carried

it. It appears that Tyrrel, terrified in conscience, restored their

pan to the priests of Armagh.
2. Mac Cathmhaoil. See note on Tir Eaghain.
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clans, \'iz. : clan Aengus, clan Dubhinreacht, clan

Fogarty O'Ceannfhoda, and clan Colla, of Fer-

managh, the chief of the councils of the north of

Ireland, was slain by O'Negnaidh (O'Neney,)

aided by Muintir Chaonain (the O'Keenans;)

and his head was carried away by a party of them,

but recovered in a month aftenvards.

Maoilseachlain, son of Mm-togh O'Loughlin,

was slain by the EngUsh,

Maoilisa O'Dalaigh (O'Daly,) chief sage of

Erinn (Ireland,) and of Albam (Scotland,) head

chieftain of Corcaraidhe and of Corcadaimli,^ a

nobleman distinguished for learning, poetry, and

hospitality, died at Clonard, while on a pilgrimage

there.

John, son of Icing Hemy the Second of England,

came to Ireland, wth a fleet of sixty ships, to

assmne the government of the countiy. He took

possession of Leinster and Dubhn, and erected

castles at Tioprat Fachtna, and Ai-dfinan,* from

which he proceeded to plunder Munster ; but

Donal O'Brien defeated his forces with great

slaughter. John soon afterwards retvu-ned to Eng-

land to lodge complaintswith his father against Hugh
de Lacy, who was then the king's representative

in Ireland, but who sent neither tribute nor hos-

tages from the Irish princes.

A fierce contest broke out in Connaught between

the Rioghdamhnaidli (or heirs to the crown,) of

that countiy, namely, Rory O'Conor ; Conor of

Maonmoy, the son of (king) Roderick ; Conor, the

descendant of Dennod ; Cathal Carrach, son of

Conor of Maonmoy ; and Cathal Croibhdhearg

(the Red handed,) the son of Torlogh. Many fell

in the conflict. Roderick and his son made peace

with the other nobles.

West Connaught was burned, both houses and

churches, by Donal O'Brien and the EngUsh.

Cathal CaiTach, son of Conor of Maonmoy, son

of Roderick, bm'ned Killaloe, both houses and

churches, first plimdering and carrying away

their property. He, with the EngUsh, also

spoiled and plundered Thomond. The EngUsh

3. Corcaraidhe and Corca Adaimh. See the O'Dalys, in tlie

note on Meath.

4. Tioprat Fachtna and Ardjitian. Tioprat Fachtna lay in the

west of Ossory, in the parish of Tubrid, barony of Iverk, county of

Killienny. Ardflnan castle was at Ardtinan, in the barony of

Ifta and Offa, county of Tipperary, on the borders of the Suir.

marched with him to Roscommon, where he gave

them three thousand cows for their services.

Amhlaoibh O'Muireadhaigh (Awlave O'Mur-
ray,) archbishop of Armagh, and of Ivinel Fer-

adaigh, a shining Ught, illuminating both clergy

and people, died ; and Fogartaidh O'Cearbhallain

(O'Carolan,) was elected his successor.

Dermod Mac Carthy, lord of Deasmumhan
(Desmond,) was slain by the English of Cork.

Donal Mac GiUpatrick, lord of Ossory, died.

A.D. 1186.

Maolcallan, son of Adam, son of Cleirchein,

bishop of Clonfert, died.

Donal, son of Hugh O'LougliUn, was deprived

of his territory, and Roderick O'Flaherty was

elected chief thereof, by a party of the Kinel

Owen of Tullaghoge.'

Con O'Breislein, chief of Fanat, the torch of

hospitality and bravery of the north of Ireland,

was slain by the son of Mac Loughlin, and a

party of the Kinel Owen. Inisowen was after-

wards plundered in retaliation.

GioUapatraic Mac Anghiollachuir, chief of Hy
Branain, was slain by Donal O'LoughUn, at the

instigation of the peoj^le of Hy Branain.^

Roderick O'Conor was banished into Munster

by his own son, Conor of Maonmoy, and the entire

of Connaught was laid waste between them. He
(Roderick,) was, however, by the ad\dce of the

Siol MiuTay, brought back, and a Triochad Cead^

of land was given him.

Hugh de Lacy confiscated and transfeiTcd many
churches to the EngUsh lords in Meath, Brefney,

and Oriel, and to him the rents of Connaught

were paid. He reduced and seized the greater

portion of Ireland for the English, and erected

castles in all parts of Meath, from the Shannon to

the sea. After completing the castle of Dermhagh
(Durrow,) he came out to view it, accompanied by

one-third of the EngUsh. There came towards

liim a certain yoimg man, whose name was GioUa-

1 . Tullaghoge, the place at which the O'iVeills were Inaugurated

;

it lies between Grange and Donaghcnry, in the parish of Desert-
creight, in the barony of Dungannon, county of Tyrone.

2. Hy Branain. See note on Dalriada.

3. Triochad Cead. A Triochad Cead comprised, according to

various authorities, thirty Ballybetaghs, or 120 quarters of land,
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gan-ionathar O'Miaidh, of the men of Teffia, who,

having a battle-axe concealed about him, gave de

Lacy a blow with which he struck off his head,

whicli, along with the body, rolled uito the castle

ditch, at the sanctuary of Columkille. GioUa-gan-

ionathar made his escape by flight, both from

English and Irish, into the wood of Clan-, and

soon after came to the Sionnach (Fox,) and

O'Breen, at whose instigation he had slain the

earl.^

Murogh, son of Teige O'Kelly, lord of Hy
Maine, was killed by O'Conor of Maonmoy.

O'Breislein, chief of Fanat, in Kinel Connell,

was slain by the son of Mac Loughlin.

A.D. usr.

Muircheartach O'ilaoiluidhir, bishop of Clon-

fert and Clonmacnois, died.

Maoihosa O'Cearbhaill (O'Carroll,) bishop of

AirghiaU (Clogher,) died.

Roderick O'FIaherty, lord of Kinel Owen

(Tyi-one,) was slain on a predatory excursion into

Tirconnell, by O'Maoldoraidh (i.e. Flaherty.)

The Rock of Lough Key Avas burned by an

accidental fire. Upwards of seven score persons,

men and women, perished, either by drowning or

burning, in the space of one hour, among whom

each quarter containing 120 Irish acres, that is, 14,400 acres, and
this quantity of land was considered equivalent to a barony.

4. Hugh de Lacy. The castle of Dearmagh, or Durrow, in

the King's County, was erected by de Lacy, on the site of a

f^iuious monastery of St. Coluraliille, wliich he had thrown down
;

and his death was attributed by tlie Irish to that circumstance as

a judgment from Heaven. The man who Idlled de Lacy tied to

his accomplices in the wood of Clair or Clara ; but it appears from

Mac Geoghegan and others, that the Irish attacked and put to the

sword the English retinue at the castle, and that having got de

Lacy's body into their possession, they concealed it nearly ten

years ; for it is stated in Ware, under the article Simon Rochfort,

bishop of Meath, and in Archdall's notice of the abbey of St.

Thomas, ui Dublin, that the body was not recovered till the year

1195, when it was interred with great pomp in the abbey of Bective,

in Jleath ; Matthew O'Heney, archbishop of Cashel, and John
Comyn, archbishop of Dublin, attending at the ceremony. The
head of de Lacy was brought to Dublin and buried in the tomb of

hi s first wife, Rosa de Munimene, in the abbey of St. Thomas,
which he had endowed. It appears that a curious controversy

arose between the canons of St. Thomas and the monks of Bective,

about de Lacy's body, which was at last decided in favour of the

al)bey of St. Thomas, by Simon Rochfort, bishop of Meath,
together with the archdeacon of Meath, and the prior of Duleek,
who had been appointed by the Pope as judges in the case.

Hugh de Lacy makes a remarkable figure in the English inva-

sion. The de Lacys came from Normandy with William the Con-
queror, and were earls of Lincoln in England. Hugh de Lacy
came to Ireland with Henry II., A.D. 1171, and obtained from
that monarch a grant of the whole kingdom of Meath, as already

was Duibheasa O'Heyne, the lady of Conor Mac
Dermott, lord of Moylurg.'

Giollaiosa, son of Oilioll O'Brien, prior of Hy
Maine, a historian, scribe, and poet, died.

The castle of Killair (in Westmeath,) was burned

and destroyed by O'Conor of Maonmoy and Mael-

sechlain Beag, and not one of the English escaped

to tell the tale. They took their arms and armour

together with their horses, and two knights were

amongst the slain.

Donogh O'Rourke was treacherously killed by

the Muintir Eoluis.

DruimcUabh (Drumcliff,) was plundered by

Maelseachlain, lord of Hy Briuin and Conmaicne,

aided by the son of Cathal O'Rourke, and the

English of Meath. A fortnight afterwards

Maelechlain O'Rourke was killed in Conmaicne,

and the son of Cathal O'Rourke had his eyes put

out by O'Maoldoraidh {i.e. Flaherty,) as a punish-

ment for the Adolation of Columl-dlle's sanctuary,

and one hundred and twenty of the relatives of

Maoilsechlain O'Rourke were killed in Conmaicne,

and in Cairpre (Carbury) of Drumcliff, all which

happened through the miracles of God, and inter-

vention of Columkille.^

Mac Dermott (Maurice,) son of Teige, lord of

Moylurg, died in his own house at Claonlough, in

Clan Cuain.'

stated m the note on Meath. He was lord palatine of Meath, and
many years chief governor of Ireland. He erected numerous

castles, particularly in Meath and Westmeath, as those of Trim,

Kells, Ardnorcher, and Durrow, &c., and endowed some monas-

teries. He is thus described in Holingshed :
—" His eyes were

dark and deep set, his neck short, his stature small, his body

hairy, not fleshy, but sinewey, strong, and compact ; a very good

soldier, but rather rash and hasty." It appears from Hanmer and

others, that he was an able and politic man in state affairs, but

very ambitious and covetous of wealth'and great possessions ; he

is also represented as a famous horseman. De Lacy's second wife

was a daughter of king Roderick O'Conor ; and his descendants,

the de Lacys, were lords of Meath, and earls of Ulster, and founded

many powerful families in Meath, Westmeath, and Louth, and also

in Limerick, some of whom were distinguished marshals in the

service of Austria and Russia.

1. Mac Dermott was prince of Moylurg, now the Plains of

Boyle, or barony of Boyle, in the county of Roscommon, and had

his chief castle at Lough Key. In the text seven hundred persons

are said to have lost their lives, but the mistake has been corrected

by an interlineation, which states the number at one hundred

and forty.

2. DruimcUabh or Drumcliff, was a famous monastery in the

barony of Carbury, county of Sligo, founded by St. ColumkUle.

It appears that O'Rourke, chief of Brefney, who plundered it in

conjunction with the English, usurped that principality after the

death of Tiaman O'Rourke. Flaherty O'Muldorry, who killed

O'Rourke for having committed this sacrilege, was prince of Tir-

connell.
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Raghnall Mac Coghlan, lord of Delvin, died.

Hugh, son of Maoileachlaiii O'Rourke, lord of

Brefiiey, was slain by the sons of Con Mac
Raghnaill.

Aireachtach Mac Amalgaidh (Mac Awley,) chief

of Calraidhe (Calrj-,) died.

A.D. 1188.

Martin O'Brolaigh, the chief sage of the Irish,

and professor at iVmiagh, died.

Hugh O'Bechan, bishop of Innis Cathaidh,'

died.

Awlave O'Daighre, haAdng gone to Hi (lona,)

on a pilgrimage, died with sincere repentance.

Roderick O'Cananain, a long time chief of Kinel

Connell, and heir presmnptive to the crovvii of

Ireland, was treacherously slain by Flahertj^

O'Muldorrj', on the bridge of Sligo, where he was

decoyed from DrumclifF, and along with him were

also killed his kinsman, and a party of his people.

Manus 0'Gai"s-ey, chief of Feardi'oma, who had

attacked O'Cananain, was slain by the people

of Eachmarcach O'Dogherty, in revenge for

O'Cananain.

Donal O'Cananain, having accidentally cut his

foot with an axe, at Derrj', while clea\dng some

wood for fuel, died, having the curse of the clergy

of St. Columkille.

The EngUshof the castle of Moycoba (in Do\vn,)

and a party from Iveagh, in Ulidia, went on a

predatoiy excursion into Tyrone, and advanced as

far as Leim-Mic-Neill, where they seized some

cattle. Donal O'Loughlin, with his followers, pur-

sued and overtook them at Cabhan-na-s-Crann-

3. Clann Cunin, a territory possessed by a tribe of the O'Dowds,
in the north of the barony of Carra, county of Mayo. According
to O'Dugan, Mac Dennott, prince of Moylurg, was their lord or

chief.

1. Innis Cathaidh, now Inoiscattery, an island in the Shannon,
west of Limerick, had a famous monastery founded by St. Senan,

in tlie sixth century, became a bishop's see, and afterwards united

to the diocese of Limerick.

2. Cabhan-na-g-Crannard. Magh Coba, or Jloycoba, signi-

fying the plain of Coba, was a district situated near Downpatrick,
where de Courcy had a castle. Cabhan (or Cavan) na-g-Crannard,
signifies the hollow field of the high trees. It was afterwards

called Cavan-na-Cath, that is, the hollow field of the fights.

According to Stuart, in his history of Armagh, the place where this

battle was fought is situated about two miles from Armagh on the

road to Newry. Donal O'Loughlin, who commanded the Irish,

and was killed in this engagement, was Rioghdamhna, or heir pre-

sumptive to the Irish monarchy. He was prince of Aileacb, a

ard.^ A battle ensued, in which the Enghsh
were defeated with great slaughter. Donal, son

of Hugh O'Loughlin, lord of Aileach, heir pre-

sumptive (Rioghdamhna) to the crown of Ireland,

a man eligible in person, in bravery, and in wisdom
was slain in this engagement by a thrust from a

spear. On the same day he was conveyed to

Armagh, where he was inteiTed with great honours

and solemnity.

Edaoin, daughter of O'Quin,^ lady of Munster,

while on a pilgrimage at Derrj-, died victorious

over the world and the devil.

John de Courc)', and the Enghsh of Ireland,

joined by Conor O'Dermott, having marched into

Connaught, O'Conor of Maonmoy (O'Conor, king

of Connaught,) summoned the chiefs of that

comitry to his assistance. Donal O'Brien, with a

large force of the men of Munster, joined the king

of Connaught's arm}'. The EngUsh burned several

churches throvighout the country-, and did not halt

until they arrived at Eas Dara (Ballysadare, in the

county of Sligo.) They then resolved to march

into Tirconnell, for the Conacians prevented them

advancing into their own country. Upon O'Maol-

doraidh (Flaherty) recei^dng inteUigence of the in-

tention of the English, he collected the troops of

Kinel Connell, and marched to Drumcliff to oppose

them. When the English heard of this they

bm-ned Ballysadare, and retreated to Cou'shliabh

(the Cm-lew mountains,) where the Connaught and

Munster forces met and gave them battle. Many
of the EngUsh were slain, and they retreated from

that countrj' with great difEcidty, ha\-ing done

much damage on that expedition.

The Enghsh of Ulidia* plundered the tenitory

title taken from Aileach in Donegal, a royal residence of the Ulster

kings. The O'Loughlins were a branch of the O'Xeills, princes of

Tyrone, andtook their name from Loughlin O'Neill, a valiant chief,

one of tlieir ancestors. In the same year that Donal O'Loughlin

was killed we find also, in the Annals, that another chieftain named
Donal O'Loughlin defeated the English m a battle m Tyrow en, in

which he also was slain.

3. The O'Quins, a powerful family in the county of Clare. See

note on Thomond.
4. Dalaradia and Ulidia. -is Dalaradia and Ulidia are fre-

quently mentioned in the Annals, it will be necessary here to give

an account of them Ulndh, or Ulidia, derived its name, accord-

mg to Keating, O'Flaherty, and others, either from Ollshaith,

signifying great treasure, or from Ollamh Fodhla, who was

monarch of Ireland about six centuries before the Christian era.

The name Uladh was applied to the province of Ulster, but in

after times was confined to a large territorj- comprising the present

county of Down and part of Antrim, and was latinised Ulidia,

This territory also obtained the name of Dalaraidhe. The word

D 2
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of Kinel Owen, but they were pursued and at-

tacked by Donal, son of Hugh O'LoughUn, lord

of Kinel Owen, and defeated with great slaughter.

Dal signifies a part or portion, and also descendants or a trilie,

and hence Dal-Araidlie signifies the descendants or trilie of Araidh,

as behig descended from Fiacha Araidhe, liing of Ulster in the

tliird century, who is described as of the race of Ir, or

Clana Rory, called Rudericians, and whose posterity possessed

this territory, the name of which was latinised into Dalaradia. In

O'Flaherty, Lanigan, Dubourdieu's surveys of Down and Antrim,

and others, the extent and boundaries of Dalaradia are given as

follows :—It comprised the present county of Down, with a great

part of Antrim, extending from Newry, Carlingford Bay, and the

Mourne mountains, to Slieve Mis mountain,in the barony of Antrim
;

thus containing, in the south and south-east parts of Antrim, the

districts along the shores of Lough Neagh and Belfast Lough,

Carrickfergus, and the peninsula of Island Magee, to Larne, and

thence in a line westward to the river Bann. The remaining por-

tion of the county Antrun obtained the name of Dalriada, a terri-

tory which will he described hereafter. It has been erroneously

stated by some writers that the boundary between Dalaraidhe

and Dalriada was the river Buais, or Bush, in the barony of Dun-

luce, county of Antrim.

The territorj' of Uladh or Dalaraidlie is connected with the

earliest events in Irish history. Inhhciir Slnhiyc, or the Bay of

Slainge, now either the Bay of Dundrum or Strangford Lough, in

the county of Down, derived its name from Slainge, son of Par-

tholan, who jdanted the first colony in Ireland. Sliabh Slainge,

or the mountain of Slainge, also took its name from Slainge, the

son of Partholan, who was buried there. Giraldus Cambrensis

calls it jl/on.« Sahinga. It is now called Slieve Donard ; it is the

highest of the Mourne mountahis, and one of the most magnificent

in Ireland. It obtained the name of Donard from St. Domangort,

a disciple of St. Patrick, who built an oratory on its summit,

which in after ages became a celebrated place of pilgrimage.

Magh Innis, or the Plain of the Island, a name applied to the

peninsula now called Lecale, is stated by our old Annalists as the

place where Fionachta, monarch of Ireland, the son of Ollamh

Fodhla, died and was buried. In the first century, in the reign

of Lughaidh Riabhndearg, monarch of Ireland from A.D. 65 to

A.D. 73, Lough Neagh, according to the ancient Annalists, sud-

denly burst forth and overwhelmed by its waters the surrounding

plains. Dalaradia is also remarkable as the scene of St. Patrick's

early captivity, (it being there that he was sold as a slave to a

chieftain named Milcho, whose flocks he tended near INIis moun-
tain,) and is celebrated as the place where he made the first

converts to Christianity, and finally as the place of his death and

burial. He died at Sabhal, afterwards the abbey of Saul, in the

parish of Saul, and was buried in the cathedral at Dune, which

was called after him Downpatrick. The Did Fhitnchs, so

designated as descendants of Fiatach Fionn, monarch of Ireland

in the second century, of the race of Hereraon, were also inhabi-

tants of Dalaradia, and founded many powerful families in this

territory and other parts of Ulster. A colony of Picfs, from north

Britain, settled in Ulster at a very early period, chiefly in Uladh

or Dalaradia, and other parts of the present counties of Down,
Antrun, and Derry. The Picts were called by the Irish Cruith-

niflh, which signified Painted Men. The Cruiihneans, or Irish

Picts, had their own princes and chiefs, and are frequently men-
tioned in Irish history, from the first to the tenth century. The
Picts of Dalaradia were intimately coimected by iutermarriages

with the old Milesians of the race of Ir. The great battle of

Achaidhleathdearg, in Dalaradia, in the fourth century, has been

already described in the note on Orguill. In A.D. 637, Conall

Claon, king of Uladh, a valiant prince of the race of Ir, having

attempted to recover the monarchy of Ireland, which had been

wrested from his ancestors by the descendants of Heremon, was
defeated, and forced to fly to North Britain or Albany, afterwards

called Scotland, but returning witii a powerful force of Picts,

Britons, and Anglo-Saxons, and being joined by his allies in Uladh
or Dalaradia, he fought against Donal the Second, monarch of

but O'Louglihn himself was slain in the thick of

the battle.

Ireland, the famous battle of Moyrath,(no'W Moira, in the county

of Down,) one of the bloodiest engagements recorded in Irish his-

tory, which continued seven successive days, and in which, on the

seventh day, the invaders were defeated, and Conall Cloan, with

almost all his forces, slain. Donal Breac, king of the Albanian

Scots, a conmiander in Conall's army, narrowly escaped with his

life from this battle, and fled from the field with the shattered

remnant of his forces.

In A.D. 680, as mentioned in O'Conor's Dissertations, Cath-

asacli and Ultan, princes of the Cruithnians of Dalaradia, leagued

with the Britons to invade Ireland, and united their forces at Hath
More, in Magh Line, but were defeated by the Northern Hy Nialls

in a great battle. This Rath More was a royal residence of the

kings of Dalaradia; it was situated in the parish now called

Donegore, county of Antrim, and is comprised in the Manor of

Moylinny, and not at Coleraine, as stated by Beaufort and others.

In the lieginning of the tn'elfth century, Jlagrms, the celebrated

king of Norway, the Orkneys, the Hebrides, and the Isle of Man,
invaded Ireland with a powerful army, and ravaged the country.

His progress was opposed by the men of Ulster, and in a great

battle fought at Magh Coba, or the Plain of Coba, near Down-
patrick, on St. Bartholomew's day, the 24th of August, A.D. 1101!,

the foreigners were totally defeated, Magnus himself with Sigurd,

earl of tlie Orkneys, and other valiant commanders, being slain.

The surviving remnant of the Norwegians fled to their shijjs, and

sailed to Scotland. Kuis Magnus was buried near the cathedral

of Downpatrick. A most curious and interesting account of this

battle is given in Johnstone's Celto-Scandinavian Antiquities from

the Saga of Snorro, the Icelandic historian.

The chiefs and clans of Dalaradia or Ulidia, and the territories

which they possessed in the twelfth century, as collected from

O'Dugan's Topograi)hy, are as follows :—The Craobh Rnadh, or

the portion of the Rcdbranch Knights of Ulster, a large territory

which comprised the central parts of the present county of Down,
with some adjoining parts of Armagh, is given by O'Dugan as the

head territory of Uladh. The principal chiefs of the Craobh

Ruadh were— I. O'Duinnslebhe, called by the Annalists, Mac
Duinnslebhe, as king of Uladh, which name has been anglicised

O'Dunlevy, or Mac Dunlevy, as already explained under A.D.

1171; O'Hcochadha, anglicised to O'Heoghy, or Hoey, a branch

of the Mac Dunslevys ; O'Haidith ; O'Eochagain ; O'Labhradha ;

O'Lcathlobhra ; O'Luingsigh, or Lynch ; O'Moran; and O'Math-

ghamhna. O'Gairbhith, or O'barvey, and O'Ainbith, or

O'Hanvey, were chiefs of Hy Eachach Coba, now the barony of

Iveagh.
"

II. Mac Aongusa, or Magennis, chief of Clan Aodha,

or Clan Hugh, the tribe name of the family. The Mac Gennises

had the baronies of Iveagh and Lecale, and part of Mourne, and

were lords of Iveagh, Newry, and Mourne. They were descended

from the famous warrior Conall Cearnach, and were the head of

the Clanna Rory of Ulster. III. Mae Artain, or Mac Carlan,

chief of Kinel Fagartaigh, now the baronies of Kuielarty and Dnf-

ferin. IV. O'Duibheanaigh, or O'Duvany, chief of Kinel Amal-

gaidh, or Anmhargaidh Ui Moma, or Ui Mughroin, now Clan-

awley, in the county of Down. V. Mac Duileachain, orO'Duibh-

leacliain, chief of Clan Breasail Mac Duileachain, near Kinelarty,

in the barony of Castlereagh. VI. O'Coltarain, or Coulter, chief of

Dal C'oirh, in the barony of Castlereagh. The following clans col-

lected from O'Dugan were located in Dalaradia. VII. O'Floinn,

or O'Flynn, and b'Domhnallain, or O'Donnellan, chiefs of Hy
Tuirtre. The territory of Hy Tuirtre lay along the northern shores

of Lough Neagh and the river Bann, and extended to Slieve Mis,

comprising the baronies of Toome and Antrim, in the county of

Antrim, and was afterwards known as northern Clanaboy. VIII.

O'Heirc, or Ere, chief of Hy Fiachrach Finn, in the barony of

Massareene. IX. O'Criodain, or O'Credan, chief of Machaire

Meadhaidh, now the parish of Magheramisk,in the barony of Mas-

sareene. X. O'Haodha, or O'Hugh, chief of Feammhoighe, or

Femmoy, a district in the county of Down, on the borders of
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The entii'e of

A.D. 1189.

AOLCAINNIDH O'Fer-

comais (now Mac Comas,)

professor at Deny, was

di-ovmei between Arcl

(Ardmagilligan) and In-

nisowen.

John de Coiu'cy, and

the English, plundered

Armagh.

Armagh, situate between St.

Antrim, in the barony of Lower Iveacli; XI. O'Caomhain, or

O'Keevan, chief of Slagh Lini, now Moylinny, a district in the

barony of Antrim. XII. O'JIachoiden, chief of Muglidliom, or

Moiiriie. XIII. O'Lachnain, or O'Loughuin, cliief of Jlodharn

Bcas, or Little Moumo.
In addition to O'Dugan, the following clans in Dalaradia are

given from other authorities. The JIac Gees of Islandmagee.

The Mac Gillmores, a warlike clan, who possessed the districts of

the great Ards. The Mac Rorys, or Rogers, chiefs of Killwarlin.

The O'Kellys of Clanhrasil Mac Coolechan, in the county of Down.
The Mac Wards. The Mac Gobhans, or JIac Gowans, also given

by some writers as O'Gobhans, or O'Gowans, a name which has

been anglicised to Smith. These were a powerful clan of the race

of Ir, or the Clanna Rory, and were descended from the famous

warrior Conall Cearnach. They were mostly expelled by the

English into Donegal, from whence great numbers of them
emigrated to the county of Leitrim, aud they are still very nume-
rous in Rossinver, as well as in the county of Cavan. Dal Buinne

was a district in Dalaradia not given by O'Dugan, but occurring

in the Annals, and derived its name, according to O'Flaherty, from

Buinn, son of Fergus Mac Roy. It was situated on the borders of

Down and Antrim, and contained the parish of Drumboe, in Down,
with those of Lisbum, Magheragall, Magheramask, Glenavy,
Aghalee, and .Vghagallen, in Antrim.

In the fourteenth century Hugh Buidhe O'Neill, prince ofTyrone,

with his forces, crossed the Bann, and took possession of the

northern part of Dalaradia, which, from its being possessed by his

posterity, who were called Clann Aodlta Bu'tdhe, was anglicised to

Chincboy or Chiiiileboy. It extended from Carrickfergus Bay,
aud the river Lagau, westward to Lough Neagh, and contained,

according to Dubourdieu and other authorities, the baronies of Bel-
fast, Massareene, Antrim, and Upper Toome, in the county of

Antrim. This territory was called North Claneboy, to distinguish

it from South Claneboy, which was in the county of Down. A
part of North Claneboy also obtained the name of Bryan Carragh's
country, from huving been taken from the O'Neills by a chief of
the M'Donnells, who was called Bryan Carragh.

South Claneboy, a territory which derived its name from the
same Hugh Buidli O'Neill, comprised the baronies of Ards, Cas-
tlerea, Kinelarty, and Lecale, and extended, according to Mae
Gcoghegan, from the Bay of Dundrum to the BayW Carrickfergus,
or B 'ifast Lough.

In A.D. 1177, John de Courcy, with his forces, overran agreat
part of Orsiall and Ulidia, or Dalaradia, and for a period of twenty
years carried on an incessant warfare with tlie native chiefs. He
fixed his head quarters at Downpatrick. After de Courcy had
been driven out of Ireland by his great rivals, the de Lacys, lords

of Meatli, the latter obtained possession of Ulidia, and were created
earls of Ulster. Tlie de Burgos next became earls of Ulster, and
possessors of Ulidia, which title and possessions afterwards passed
to the Mortimers, earls of March, in England. The chief Anglo-
Norman and English settlers in Ulidia under de Courcy and his

successors were the Audleys, Bissetts, Copelands, Fitzsimons,

Bridget's crosses and St. Bridget's chiu-ch, includ-

ing the fortress, the Trian,' and the churches, was
consumed by fire.

JIurogh O'Carroll, lord of Oirgiall, died in the

gi-eat monasteiT,^ after due penance.

Donal, son of Murtogh O'Loughlin, was kiUed
by the Enghsh of Dalaraidhe while amono-st

them.

Echmihdli,^ son of Mac Cana (or Mac Can,)

the delight and happiness of all TjTone, died.

Mac-na-hoidhche (Son of the Night), O'Maol-
ruanaidh,^ lord of Fermanagh, being ex]3elled from

his lordship, fled for refuge to O'CaiToll. Shortly

Chamberlains, Bagnalls, MarteUs, Jordans, Mandevilles, Riddles,
Russells, Smiths, Stauntons, Logans, Savadges, Walshes, and
Whites. The Fitzgeralds, earls of Kildare, obtained Lecale in the
reign of queen Mai-y. The followmg noble families are found m
more modem times in the county of Down. The Hamiltons,
barons of Claneboy, and earls of Clanbrassil. The Montgomerys,
earls of Mount Alexander, in the barony of Ards. The Cromwells,
viscounts of Ardglass, a title afterv\ards possessed by the Bar-
ringtons. The Hills, barons of Killwarlin, viscounts of Hills-
Mjorough, and now marquesses of Downshire. The Annesleys,
barons of Glerawley and viscounts Annesleys of Castlewellan.
Rawdon Hastings, earls of Moira. The Jocelyns, barons of Clan-
brassU, and earls of Roden. Tlie Stuarts, viscounts Castlereagh,
now marquesses of Londonderry. The Dawneys, viscounts of
Down. The Wards, barons of Bangor. The Needhams, earls of
Kilmorry, and viscounts of Newry and Mourne The Smythes,
viscounts of Strangford. The Blackwoods, barons of Dutferin.

In the reign of Edward II. tlie chief part of Ulidia was divided
into two counties, namely, Down and the Ards, or Newtown, and
in the reign of Elizabeth both were tbrmed into the county of
Down.

In the ecclesiastical divisions the see of Down, in Latin
Dunum, was founded by St. Cailan, or Coelan, in the fifth cen-
turv-. The bishops of Down are frequently mentioned as bishops
of Dundaleathghlass, an ancient name of Downpatrick ; they
are also styled bishops of Uladh, or Ulidia. The diocese of
Down comprehends the greater part of the county of Down, with
a small portion of Antrim, and is united to the see of Connor.
The see of Droniore^ which was founded by St. Colman in the
sixth century, comprises a large part of the county of Down, with
small portions of Armagh and Antrim. At Newry a great Cister-

cian monastery was foimded by Murtogh Mac Loughlin, king of
Ireland, in the twelfth century. A mitred abbot presided over
both it and the lordships of Newry and Mourne, and exercised
episcopal jurisdiction. This abbey was named in Irish Inbhair
Chinn Traighe, which signifies. Of the Yew at the Head of the

Strand, from a yew tree planted there by St. Patrick ; and its name
was latinised Monasterimn de viridi liyno. At Seanchoir, or
Bangor, in the county of Down, an al>bey was founded by St.

Congal, in the sixth century, and was famous for its college in the
early ages.

Dalriada or Dalrieda. This ancient territory comprised all

the remaining portion of the county of Antrim, not mentioned in

Dalaradia, with a small part of the present county of Derry, as it

is stated in these .\nnals at the year 1 182, that Dunboe was in

Dalriada, now the parish of Dunboe, in the barony of Colei-ain,

county of Derry. Dalriada was named from Cairbre Riada, son of
Conaire, monarch of Ireland in the third century. Some Irish

chiefs from Ulster, descendants of Cairbre Riada, founded a colony
in Albany, afterwards called Scotland, and after having conquered
the Picts of that country became the founders of a kingdom also

called Dalriada. From tlie chiefs of the Dalriadians were descended
the ancient Scottish kings, and also the house of Stuart. The
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after an English force came to that country,

O'CaiToll and O'Maolruanaidh gave them battle,

but O'CaiToll was defeated, and O'Maolruanaidh

was slain.

O'Conor, of Maonmoy, (son of Roderick,) king

of Connaught over both Irish and English, was

slain by a party of his own people, namely, by

Manus, son of Floinn O'Finachta (who was called

the Crosach Donn,'') aided by Hugh, son of Biyan

of Brefney, son of Torlogh O'Conor; Murtogh,

son of Cathal, son of Dermod, son of Teige ; and

Giolla-na-naomh, son of Giollacomain, son of

Muireadhach Ban (the Fair) O'Maoihnichil of the

Tuatha^ (or Districts.) It was a sad thing for a

faction to have conspired to kill the monarch elect

of Ireland, to whom the greater portion of the

princes of Leath Mogha (or the south of Ireland,)

gave their suffi*ages, for Donal O'Brien came to

territory which ohtamed the name of Dalriada in Ulster is con-

nected with some of the earliest events in Irish history ; and our

old Annalists record the battle of Murbolfi, which was fought in

this di!*trict between the Nemedians and Fomorians. It is stateA

that Sobairce, monarch of Ireland of tlie race of Ir, about nine

centuries before the Christian era, erected a fortress, in which he

resided, at Dunsobairce, or the fortress of Sobairce, near Murbol;;.

It is also mentioned that Rotheachta, king of Ireland, was killed

by lightning at Dunsobairce. This place, now called Dunseverick,

is situated on a bold rock projecting into the sea near the Giants'

Causeway. The chief, O'Cathain, in after times, had his castle at

Dunseverick, the ruins of which still remain. On the sea coast of

Antrim is that stupendous natural curiosity the Giants' Causeway,
of volcanic origin, consisting of a countless number of basaltic

coluums of immense height, which, from the regularity of their

formation and arrangement, have the appearance of a vast work of

art, and hence were supposed to have been constructed by giants.

In O'Brien's Irish Dictionary, under the word Fomar, it appears

that tlie ancient Irish called this wondrous production of nature

Clocltnn-nri-Fomarniijh, signifying the Causeway of the Fomo-
rians. These Fomorians, it may be observed, are mentioned by our

old historians as a colony of African pirates, descendants of Ham,
who had settled in the North of Ireland, on the coasts of Ulster

and Connaught, and are represented as a race of giants. Dalriada

was divided into two large districts: 1st. The Glynns, so called

from its consisting of several large glens, e.\tended from Olderileet

or Lame, to the vicinity of Ballycastlc, along the sea shore, and
contained the barony of Glenarm, and part of Carey. 2nd. Tlie

Routes, called Reuta, or Ruta, which comprehended the baronies

of Duniuce, and Kilconway.

The chief clans in Dalriada were the O'Kanes, above-mentioned,

and the Mac Uidhilin or Mac Quillans, who held the territory of

the Routes, and had their chief seat at Duniuce. In these Annals,

A.D. 1211, the Mac Donnells of the Hebrides are mentioned as

having invaded the territories of Antrim and Derry, where
they aften\'ards made settlements. In the reign of Elizabeth

Somhairle Buidhe Mac Donnell, called by English wri-

ters Sorley Boy, a chief from the Hebrides, (descended from the

ancient Irish of the race of Clan CoUa, as given in the note on
Orgiall,) came with his forces and took possession of the Glynns.
After many long and fierce battles with the Mac Quillans, the Mac
Dormells made themselves masters of the country, and dispossessed

the Mac Quillans. Dubourdieu, in his Survey of Antrim, says :

" A lineal descendant of the chief Mac Quillau lives on the road

between Belfast and Carrickfergus, near the silver stream, and
probably enjoys more happiness as a respectable farmer, than his

ancestor did as a prince in those turbulent times." The Mac

his mansion at Dunleoda' and remained with him

on a visit for a week, and O'Conor gave him sixty

cows out of every Triochad Cead (or barony) in

Connaught, and ten valuable articles of gold, but

O'Brien accepted only of the cup (or goblet) of

Dermod O'Brien, his own ancestor. Roderick

Mac Dunslevey, king of Ulidia, also paid him a

friendly visit. Donal Mac Carthy, lord of Desmond,

came to his mansion, and O'Conor gave him five

steeds out of every barony in Connaught. Mael-

seachlain Beag, king of Tara, \-isited O'Conor, and

received large presents, as did also O'Rom-ke.*

After the death of O'Conor of Maonmoy, the

Siol MmTay waited on Roderick O'Conor, king of

Ireland, to give him the government of Connaught

;

and as soon as Roderick came to Moy Aoi,^ he

took under his charge the hostages of Siol Mur-

ray and Connaught, for it was at Inisclothran on

Donnells were created earls of Antrim, a dignity which they still

enjoy. The O'Haras, a branch of the great family of O'Hara in

Sligo, have also been long settled in Antrim. Several families of

the O'Neills have been also in Antrim from an early period. The
other clans in this territory were the O'Siadhails or O'Shiels ; the

O'Quinns ; O'Furries ; Mac Allisters, Mac Gees, kc.

The following are the noble families in Antrim, in modem times.

The viscounts O'Neill, a branch of the O'Neills, princes of Tyrone.

The Chichesters, earls of Belfast, and marquesses of Donegal. The
carl Mac Cartney, baron of Lisanoure. The Clotworthys and

Skeffingtons, earls of Massereene. And the Vaughans, barons of

Lisbume. Antrim was formed into a county in the reign of

Edward II.

The diocese of Connor was founded by St. Aengus Macnisius in

the fifth century. It comprehends almost the whole of the county

of Antrim, with small portions of Down and Derry.

1. TTie Trian or Third, was a division of Armagh.
2. The great monastery was that of Mellifont, near Drogheda

in Louth.

3. Eachmilidh Mac Cana, or Mac Can. The name Each-

milidh is derived from Each, a steed, and MUidh, a knight, and

is equivalent to the Latin equcs aiiratus. a knight or esquire; The

Mac Cans were chiefs of Clan Breasail, an ancient territory on

the borders of Armagh and Tyrone, near Lough Neagli, com-

prising the present baronies of Oneilland m Armagh, and extend-

ing into the county of Tyrone. The family of Hamilton have been

in modern times earls of Clanbrazil.

4. O'Maolruanaidh was descended from the Clan Colla, and of

the same stock as the Mac Guires, lords of Fermanagh.

5. Crosach Dmni signified the brown haired squinter

6. According to O'Dugan, O'Branan, and O'Maolmichil were

chiefs of Corcaseachnaill, in the county of Roscommon, for which

territory the Tuatha, or Districts, was another name.

7. liunleoda, now Dunloe, where a castle was built by Conor

Maonmoy (O'Conor), near Ballinasloe, afterwards possessed by the

earls of Clancarthy.

8. It appears that the large presents of cattle, golden articles,

&c. made by O'Conor to the provincial princes, were in the nature

of compensation, or tributes, which were always paid by the

monarclis to the provincial kings and princes, who did them homage
and acknowledged their authority, as may be seen in the celebrated

work called Leabhar-na-g-Ceart, or the Book of Miyhts.

9. Moy Aoi, or Magh Aoi, also called Machaire Chonnacht,

comprised the large plain in the county of Roscommon, between the

towns of Roscommon and Elphio.
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Lough Ree, that the hostages of O'Conor Maon-

moy were kept at that time.

Flaherty O'Maoldoraiclh, lord of Kinel Con-

nell, remained encamped with liis forces at Corran

(Ln SUgo,) and was opposed by all the Conacians,

both Enghsh and Irish.

Conor O'Dermott was slain by Cathal Carrach,

son of O'Conor of Maonmoj', in revenge of the

death of his father.

Richard I.'" was proclaimed king of England on

the 6th of July.

O'Maoldoraidh (Flaherty,) marched a large force

into Connaught, and encamped at Corran. The

Conacians, both Enghsh and Ii-ish, opposed him,

but no advantage was gamed on either side, and

both armies returned.

A.D. 1190.

Dermod O'Rabhartaidh (O'Rafferty,) abbot of

Durrow, died.

Maelseachlain O'Neachtain and Giolla Bearaidh

O'Sluaghadaigh, were slain by Torlogh son of

Roderick O'Conor.

Mor, daughter of Torlogh O'Conor, and of

Diiibheasa, daughter of Dermod Mac Teige, died.

A conference was held to conclude a peace

between Cathal Croivdeai-g (O'Conor,) and Cathal

Carrach (O'Conor,) at Clonfert Brendan. The
Siol Murray came to the meeting, together with

the successor of St. Patrick (Thomas O'Conor.)

Conor Mac Demiott, and Aireachtach O'Rody,
but they could not reconcile them. O'Conor and
the Siol Murray came to Clonmacnois that night,

and early on the foUovs-ing morning they embarked
on the Shannon, and sailed into Lough Ree. A
great storm arose on the lake by which their

vessels were separated, and the boat in which

O'Conor sailed became unmanageable in conse-

10. Riehard I. The chronology of the kincts of England, fol-

lowed in those notes, is that of Sir Harris Nicholas, the most accu-
rate authority on the subject. Henry II. died at the castle of
Chinon, in Normandy, on the 6th of July, A.D. 1189, and was
succeeded by his son Richard, surnamed Coeurde Lion.

The year of king Henry's arrival in Ireland, as already given hi
the Annals, is A.D. 1171. Ware, O'Flaherty, and Lanigan, give
the same year, though Leland and others erroneously state A.D.
1172, as the year of his arrival.

1. Tlr Fiachrach was in the county of Galway. See note in

p. 15. Kinel Aodha-na-hEchtge, a district in the south-east of
the same county.

quence of the %-iolence of the storm, and was
swamped, so that all perished ittth the exception

of Cathal Croivdearg and six. others. Amon"
those drowned were Aireachtach O'Rody ; Conor,
son of Cathal; Conor and Awlave, the sons of

Hugh Mac Oirechtaidh (Mac Geraghty
;)

O'^IaoUbrenainn, the son of O'Mannachain, and
many others.

A.D. 1191.

Roderick O'Conor went from Connaught into

Tirconnell to the seat of Flaherty O'Maoldoraidh,

and from thence into Tyi'one, requesting forces

from the north of Ireland to enable him to recover

his kingdom of Connaught; but the people of

Ulster would give him no support. He then

proceeded to the Enghsh of Meath for the same

purpose, but they would not assist him. From
thence he went into Munster, whence he was

recalled by the Siol IMurray, who granted him
lands in Tir Fiachrach and Kinel Aodha-na-

Hechtge.'

Ailleaun, the daughter of Riagan O'MaOruan-
aidh, the wife of Aireachtach O'Rody, died.

A.D. 1192.

The porch of the refectory of the black church

of St. ColumkUle at Deny, was biult by O'Kane
of the Creeve,' and by the daughter of O'Inneirghe

(O'Henerj-.)

Taichleach O'Dowd, lord of Hy ^Ymhalgaldh

and Hy Fiaclirach,^ was slain by his two grand-

sons.

Hugh O'Fh-nn, chief of Siol Maoileruain,' died.

The Enghsh were defeated at Carraidli Eacha-

radh^ by the Muintir Maoiltsiona.

The castles of Ath-an-urchair and CiUbisge'

were erected this year.

1

.

O'Kane of the Craoibh or Creeve. This territory was iden-
tical with the present barony of Colerain, county of Derry.

2. Lordof Tyraicley atidTireragh. The baronies of Tyrawley,
m the county of Mayo, and Tireragh,in the county of Sligo, which
in the original are written tin n-Amhalga\dh and Ua Ffiachrack.

3. Siol Maoileruain, or Maoilruana. This territory lay in the
west of the county of Roscommon, and comprised the parish of
Kiltullagh, part of the parish of Kilteevan, in the county of Ros-
common, and a considerable portion of Baflynakill, in the county
of Galway. It also comprehended the mountain district of Sliabh-
ui-Fhloinn, or O'Flynn's mountain, celebrated in the Irish song of
the Droigheanan Donn, or the " Black Thorn."

4. Carraidh Eacharadh, now Corry, near BallinaJack, county
of Westmeath.

5. The castles of Ardnorcher and Kilbixey, in Westmeath.
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The English committed great depredations on

Donal O'Brien. They marched over the Plain

of Cilldalua (Killaloe,) into iMoy O'd-Toirdheal-

bhaidh (or Torlogh's Plain,) where they were over-

taken by the Dal g-Cais (Dalcassians,) who slew

a gi-eat number of them. On that expedition the

Englisli built the castles of Cill Fiacal and Cnoc
RafTonn."

Donal O'Brien defeated the English of Ossory

with great slaughter.

A.D. 1193.

Eochaidh O'Baoighill (O'Boyle,) was slain by
the people of Hy Fiachra of Ard Sratha.'

INIaolpadraic O'Coffey died.

Cathal Mac Gaithene died.

Derforghaill, wife of Tiaman O'Rourke, and

daughter of JMurcliadh O'Maoileachlainn,'' died

in the monastery of Droicheat Atha (Drogheda,)

in the 85th year of her age.

Dermod, son of Conbroghda O'Diomusaigh
(O'Dempsey,) a long time chief of Clan ]\Iaoil-

ughra, and lord of Hy Failge/ died.

Cathal Odhar Mac Carthy was slain by Donal
IMac Carthy.

Murtogh, son of MuiTogh Mac Murrogh, lord

of Hy Cennselaigh,'' died.

Hugh O'Maoilbrcnan, chief of Clan Conchubh-

air,^ was slain by the English of Dublin.

O'CarroU, lord of Oriel, was taken by the

English, who hanged him, having first put out

his eyes.

Inis Clothrann was plundered by the Mac
Costelloes,'' and the sons of Conor of Maonmoy.

6. CUl Fincn'il, or Kilfcaclo, a parish in the harony of Clanwil-
liaiii, county of Tippcrary. Knockraflbn, a leautifiil liill near the
river Suir, in the parish of Knockgraflbn, in the barony of Middle-
third, county of Tipperary.

1

.

Tlie territory of Hy Fiaclira, in Tyrone, comprised the parish
of Ardstraw,aiid some adjoining districts.

2. Derforghaill. This was the celeliratcd princess Dervorsilla,
daughter of the king of Meath, and wife of Tiarnan O'Rourke,
prince of Brefney. She has been already mentioned as celebrated
in Irish history, on account of her abduction by Dermod Mac
Murrogh, king of Lcinster, which was the cause of the English
Invasion. By other writers her death is stated to have taken
place at the monastery of Jlellifont, near Drogheda.

."3. The O'Dempseys were chiefs of Clan Maoilughra, or Glen-
malire, a territory which, according to O'Brien, was divided
between the King's and Queen's counties. Hy Failge, or Offaley,
was an extensive territory, containing parts of the present King's
and Queen's counties, of which O'Conor was supreme chief.

A.D. 1194.

Constantine O'Brien, bishop of Killaloe, died.

Donal, son ofTorlogh O'Brien, Idng of Munster,

a refulgent torch of peace and war, and the bril-

hant star of hospitality and generosity of the men
of Munster and Leth Mogha, died. He was suc-

ceeded by his son Murtogh.

The English took possession of Inis O'Fionn-

tain,' but they were driven out of it.

Cumidhe O'Flynn^ was slain by the English.

Gilbert Mac Costelloe (or Nangle,) marched to

Easruadh (Ballyshannon,) but was obliged to

return without obtaining advantages.

Maolseachlain, son of Donal Fitzpatrick, lord of

Ossoiy, died.

Conor, son of Manus, son of Dunslevey

O'Heoghy, was treacherously killed by O'Hanlon.

Hugh the Blind, son of Torlogh O'Conor, died.

Sitriug, son of Floinn O'Feenaghty, chief of

Clan Murchadha,' died.

Donagh, son of Murtogh, son of Torlogh

(O'Brien,) was slain by Murtogh, son of Donal

O'Brien.

Murogh, son of Awlave O'Cmneidigh (O'Ken-

nedy,) was Idlled by Loughlin, son of Macraith

O'Kennedy.

A.D. 1195.

Donal O'Conaing (Gunning,) bishop of Killaloe,

died.

Florent, son of Riagan O'Maoilruanaidh, (Mul-

rooney,) bishop of Elphin, died.

Donal O'Finn, successor of St. Brenan of

Clonfert, died.

Eachmarcach O'Kane died in St. Paul's church.

4. Hy KlnselagJi, or Cennselagh, was an extensive territory,

containing a great part of the county of Wexford, and part of
Carlow.

5. The O'Maolbranans were chiefs of Clanconor, a district in

the county of Roscommon ; and another family of the same name
were located in Leix, Queen's county.

6. Inis Clothrann, was an island in Lough Ree, county of Long-
ford, which had a celebrated abbey. The Mac Costelloes here

mentioned were the English family of the Nangles, as explained
in the note on Meath.

1. St. Fmtan's island, m Longh Dearg, county of Donegal. See
Se^Bord.

2. O'FlvTin was lord of Hy Tuirtre, in Dalaradia, and this Cu-
Midlie appears to have been the chief who defeated de Courcy in

A.D. 1177.

3. O'Finnaghta was chief of Clan Murchada, a'district in the

county of Roscommon.
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Conor Mac Fachtna died in the church of

DeiTy.

Sitrig O'Gormley was slain by the son of

Dunslevey.

John de Courcy, and the son of Hugo de Lacy,

marched an army to bring the Enghsh of Leinster

and Munster under subjection.

Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor, joined by Mac
Costelloe, and a party of the Enghsh and Irish of

Meath, marched into Munster, as far as Imlcach

lubhau- (Emly,) and Cashel ; they burned four

great castles, and several others of a muior

description.

Cathal Mac Dermott came fi-om Munster into

Connaught, and conquered all before him, until

he an-ived at Lough Mask and Inisroba (at Bal-

hm-obe in Mayo,) where he seized on all the

shipping of Cathal Crovdearg, which he took to

Caislean-na-CaiUighe (in Lough Mask,) from

whence he committed many depredations on all

sides. Cathal Crovdearg, with a party of the

Enghsh, and the Clan (or Siol) Maohnianaidh,

marched thither, and at length concluded a peace

with Mac Dermott, notwithstanding aU the

depredations he had committed.

A.D, 1196.

The cathedral of Peter and Paul at Armagh,
with its churches, and a great portion of the

fortress, were biu'ned.

Mm-cheartach, son of jMurcheartach O'Lough-
lin, lord of Kinel Owen, and heir presxunptive to

the throne of Ireland, the tower of braver}-, and
feats of arms of Leath Cuinn, the demolisher of

the cities and castles of the English, and a founder

of chmxhes and dehghtfid sanctuaries, was slain

by Donogh, son of Blosgaidh O'Kane, at the

mstigation of the Kinel Owen, after they had
sworn by the three shrines, and the canon of St.

Patrick, to be faithful to him. His remains were

conveyed to Deny Columldlle, and interred there

with honours and solemnity.

Roderick Mac Dunslevey, joined by the Enghsh,

1. Termon Dobeog, or the church lands of St. Dabeog:, who
founded a monasterj' on an island in Lough Derg, county of
Donegal.

2. Laoighis, or Leix, the principality of the O'Mordhas, or

and the sons of some chieftains of Connaught,

marched his forces into the territories of Kinel

Owen, and of Airtheara (Orior in Armagh.) The
Kinel Owen of Tellaghoge, and the men of Orior,

marched to the plain of Armagh to oppose them,

and gave them battle ; and Mac Dunslevej' was

defeated wth a dreadfid slaughter of his forces.

In this battle were slain t^velve sons of the nobles

and chiefs of Connaught, with a great number of

tlie common soldiery. Among the nobles slain

were Bryan Buidhe O'Flaherty ; the son of

Maohsa O'Conor of Connauglit ; the son of

O'Conor Faily ; and the son of O'Faelain of the

Desies.

Mac Blosgaidh O'Cairin, having plundered

Termon Dabeog,' was himself slain in a month
afterwards, with a dreadful slaughter of his people,

through the interposition of God and St. Dabeog.

Donal, son of Dermod Mac Carthy, defeated

the Enghsh of Limerick and Munster, in a battle,

with dreadftd slaughter, and expeUed them from

Limerick ; he also defeated them in two other

battles.

Conor Mac Dermott, lord of Moylm-g, took

holy orders in the monastery of Boyle, and was

succeeded in the lordshij) by Tomaltach.

Hugh O'Ferrall, lord of Muintir Anally, was

treacherously killed by the sons of Sitiick

O'Quinn.

The chiefs of Muintir Eoluis were treacherously

killed by the son of Cathal O'Rourke.

Mmreadhach IMac Rannall, ^-iz. the Giolla

Ruadh, cliief of Muuith Eoluis, was slain by the

son of Manus O'Conor, at the instigation of

the son of Cathal O'Rotu-ke, by whom the afore-

mentioned nobles were slain.

Mahon, son of Conor of Maonmoy, heir pre-

sumptive to the crown of Connaught, was slain by

O'Moore, (Donal,) and the men of Laoighis,

-

while defending a booty which he had taken fi'om

the English ; and in retaliation, O'Moore was

slain bj' Cathal CaiTach O'Conor.

Congalach, son of Fergal O'Rourke, was slain

by the men of Lieney, at SUabh Da-En.^

0'5Ioores, was situated in the Queen's county, on the borders of

Kildare.

3. Sliabh Da-En, or Sl'iere Daen, a mountain to the south of

Lough Gill, in the barony of Tirerrill, county of Sligo.
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lodnaidhe O'Mannachain (O'Monaghan,) lord

of Hy Briuin of the Shannon,'' died.

Cathal, son of Hugh O'Flaherty, was slain by

Muii'cheartach Midhig-h.

A.D. 1197.

John de Coiu'cy, wdth the English of Ulidia,

marched to Eas Craoibhe,' where they built the

castle of Kill Sanctan. They plundered and laid

waste the district of Cianachta, and left Roitsel

Pitun (Peyton,) with a strong gairison in the

castle, from which they sallied out, plundering

and devastating the countiy and churches.

Shortly afterwards Roitsel Pitun went on a pre-

datoiy excm-sion to the port of Deny, and plun-

dered Cluain I, Eanach, and Dcarg Bruach ; but

Flaherty O'Muldoraidh, lord of Tirconnell and

Tii'owen, with a party of the northern Clan NeiU,

attacked him on the strand of Ua-Congbhala (near

Faughanvale.) The English were defeated with

great slaughter, through the interposition of

ColumkUle, Caindeach (Canice,) and Breacan, for

having plundered then- cluu-ches. Amongst the

slain was the son of Ardgal Mac Loughlin.

Mac Etigh, one of the people of Keenaght,

robbed the altar of the great chm'ch of DeiTy

ColumkiUe, and carried away with him the four

most valuable cups in Ireland, which were called,

the Mac Riabhach, the Mac Solas, the cup of

O'Maoldoraidh, and the crooked goblet of

O'Dogherty. He broke them to pieces, and took

off their valuable ornaments. In three days after

the robbery, these precious ornaments and the

robber were discovered. He was hanged by
Flaherty (O'Maoldoraidli,) at the Cross of

Executions, to avenge St. Columldlle for having

profaned his altar.

Flaherty O'Muldorry, lord of TirconneU, Tir-

4. Hy Briuhi'im-SUinnn^ or Htj Briuin of the Shannon^ a

territory in Roscommon, between Elphin and the Shannon, cora-

prisinp; the parishes of Aughrim, Kilmore, and Cloncraft. The
O'Monaghans were chiefs of this terrltorj", and had tUeu: castle at

Lisadom.

1 . Eas Craoihbe, is now called the Cuts' Fishery, near Cole-
rain ; Kill Sanctan Castle was also near Colerain. Cianachta,
above mentioned, is the barony of Keenaght, in the county of

Derry.
2. This celebrated chief, Flaherty O'Maoldoraidh, or O'Mul-

dorry, is compared to the ancient heroes, namely, Conall Cearnach,

owen, and OrgiaU, the defender of Tara, and heir

presumptive to the throne of Ireland, a Conall^ in

heroism, a Cuchulain in valour, a Guaire in hos-

pitality, and a Mac Lughach in bravery, died

on the 2nd day of February, after a patient

suffering, at Inis Saimei', in ' the 30th year of his

government, and 59th of his age ; and was buried

at Druim Tuama, with the ciistomaiy honours.

EachmarcachO'Dochartaidli (O'Dogherty,) there-

upon assumed the government of Tirconnell, and

in a fortnight aftei-wards John de Courcy, at the

head of a strong force, crossed Tuaim (Toom

Bridge,) into Tirowen ; from thence he proceeded

to Ai'dstraw, and aftenvards marched round to

Derry ColumkiUe, where he I'emained for five

nights, and then crossed over by water to Cnoc

Nascain (in Inisowen.) Eachmarcach O'Dogherty,

at the head of the Kinell Connell, marched to

oppose him, and a battle ensued, in which many
fell on both sides, and the i)eople of Tirconnell

sustained great loss, a hundred of their men being

slain, amongst whom were Eachmarcach himself;

Donogh O'Taircert, chief of Clan Snedgile, the

mainstay of hospitality, generosity, wisdom, and

counsel of all Tu'conneU ; Giolla Brighde O'Dogh-

erty ; Mac Dubhain ; Mac Fergail ; the sons of

O'Boyle, and many other cliiefs. The English,

after the battle, plundered Inisowen, from which

they took a great prey of cattle, and then retreated.

Conchobhar O'Cathain, died.

Conor, son of Teige (Mac Dermott,) lord of

Moylurg, and of Moy Aoi, the tower of dignity,

prudence, hospitahtj', and protection of all Con-
naught, died, after sincere repentance, in the

monastery of Ath-da-laarg (Boyle.)

Iliac Raith O'Laithbheartaidli (O'Flaherty,)

tanist of Tirowen, and Maolruanaidh O'Cairellain,

chief of Clan Dermott, were killed.

Donal, son of Rannall Mac RannaU, was

chief of the Red Branch Knights of Ulster, and Cuchulainn,
anotlier famous contemporary warrior of the Red Branch ; Mac
Lughach, probably Lughaidh Mac Con, who was a great champion
in Monster, in the reign of king Cormac ; or perhaps Lughaidh
Lamhfada, who is celebrated for having expelled the Fomorians.
Guaire, here mentioned, was a kmg of Connaught, renowned for
his hospitality. Inis Saimer, given as the place of O'Muldorry's
death, was the monastery of Ballyshannon, and the place of iiis

burial was Druim Tuama, a monastery founded by ColumkiUe,
now the parish of Drumhome, in the barony of Tirhugh, county of
Donegal.
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treacherously slain by the sons of Mac Duibh-

dara.

Roderick O'Flaherty, lord of West Connaught,

was taken prisoner by Cathal Croibhdearg (the

Red Handed,) O'Conor, king of Connaught.

A.D. 1198.

Giolla Mac Liag O'Branain resigned his abbacy

of Deny ColumkiUe, and GioUa Criost O'Cear-

naigh (O'Keamey,) was appointed in his place by

the chiefs and clergy of the north of Ireland.

Roderick O'Conor,' king of Connaught and of

all Ireland, both EngUsh and Irish, died in ca-

nonical orders at Cong, after sincere repentance,

victorious over the world and the devil ; his body

was conveyed to Clonmacnois, and was intended

there, on the north side of the altai" of the great

church.

The son of Bryan of Brefney, son of Toi'logh

O'Conor, was slain by Cathal CaiTach, son of

Conor of Maonmoy.
Cathalan O'MaoMabhail, lord of Carraig Brach-

aidhe,^ was slain by O'Derain, and in retahation

O'Derain himself was immediately after killed.

John de Courcy marched into Tu'owen, and

plundered and spoiled the chui'ches of Ardstraw

and Raphoe. He aftei^wards came to DeiTy

ColumkiUe, where he remained for nine days,

dming which time he plundered Inisowen and

the adjacent country, but cUd not succeed in

canying off the booty, for at tliis time Hugh
O'Nedl, with five armed ships, came to the church

of Lathau'ne (Larne,) bmTied a part of the town,

and slew eighteen of the English. The English

of Magh Line (Moylinny,) and Dalaradia, mus-

tered three hundi-ed men, and marched against

Hugh, who had no intimation of their approach

1. Runidhri Ua Conchobhair, or Roderick O'Conor, the last

Jlilesiaii monarch of Ireland, after having reigned eighteen years,
abdicated the throne A.D. 1184, and retired to the monastery of
Cong, in Mayo, where, after a religious seclusion of thirteen years,
he died, A.U. 1198, in the 82nd year of his age, and was buried
in the same sepulchre with his father, Torlogh O'Conor, monarch
of Ireland, at the north side of the great altar, in the cathedral of
St. Kiaran, at Clomnacnois. O'Conor (Rer. Hib. Scrip, vol. I.,)

says he bequeathed gold, sUver, and many other thmgs to God, to

the poor, to all the churches of Ireland, and to those of Rome and
Jerusalem. In the chronological poem on the Christian kings of
Ireland, written m the twelfth century, by Giolla Moduda, abbot
of Ardbracan, as quoted in vol. I. of O'Conor's Mer. Hib. Scrip.
is the following verse :

—

imtil they came up to him, while in' the act of

burning the town. A battle ensued in wiiich the

Enghsh were defeated, as they were in five

different engagements aftenvards, between that

town and the place where the Enghsh took to

their shipping. Hugh lost but five men. As
soon as John de Cotu-cy received inteUigence of

this he left Deny.

A war broke out between the Kinel Connell

and the Kinel Owen. The Kinel Connell joined

O'Hegnigh against the Kinel Owen, and they held

a conference to ratify their union at Termon
Dabeog. Hus-h O'Neill came thither with the

Kinel Owen to prevent the meetiag, attacked

O'Heigny, and defeated him ; and O'Neill ob-

tained hostages.

Hugh, at the head of the Kinel Owen, marched

the same day, and plundered the Kinel Connell, on

the plain of Moy Ith ; he took away with him

many cattle, after slaying O'Duibhdianna,^ who
opposed him Tvath a troop of horse.

Hugh O'Neill, with a force of the Kinel Owen,

mai'ched a second time to the plain of Moy Ith,

to give the Kinel Connell battle ; but the Kinel

Connell marched out of then' camp, and made

fi'iendly and peaceable terms -vvith them on that

occasion.

Cathal Croibhdearg O'Conor made peace with

Cathal CaiTach, son of Conor of Maonmoy, whom
he recalled to the country, and gave him lands.

A.D. 1199.

Maol losa Mac Giolla Erain, the au-chinneach

of Kilmore, in Hy NiaUain,' successor elect of St.

Patrick, died.

Sanctus Mam-itius O'Baodain died in Hy (or

lona,) of ColumkiUe.

" Ocht m-Bliadhna agus deich Ruaidri an Ri,

Mac Toirdhealbhaidh an t-Ard Ri,

riaith na n-Eirend : gan fhell,

Ri deighneach deig Eirenn.

" Eighteen years the monarch Roderick,

Son of Torlogli, supreme sovereign,

Ireland's undisputed ruler,

Was fair Erin's latest king."

2. Carraig Srachaidhe, in the barony of Inisowen, county of

Donegal.

3. O'Duibhdiarma was a chief in Inisowen.

1. Kilmore in By Niallain, that is, the parish of Kilmore,

E 2
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The English of Ulidia marched three great

armies successively into Tirowen. The third

anny pitched then' camp at Domhnachmore of

Moy lomchlau',- from which they sent a large

party to spoil and plunder the countiy. Hugh
O'Neill, who marched to meet them, amved at

the place at the same time with the Enghsh ; he

attacked and routed them with great slaughter

;

and such as escaped, fled by night, and did not

halt imtil they passed over Tuaim (Toom Bridge.)

Roiy O'Dunsleve, joined with a party of the

Enghsh of Meath, marched his forces and plun-

dered the monastery of S.S. Paul and Peter (at

Annagh,) and left only one cow in the place.

Donal O'Dogherty, lord of Kind Enda, and of

Ai'dmiodhair,' died.

Donogh Uaithneach, son of Roderick O'Conor,

was slain by the English of Limerick.

Rodubh Mac Roedig, chief of Kinel Aengusa,

was slain by the Enghsh while plundering Hy
Earca Chein.^

Cathal Croibhdearg O'Conor was diiven from

Connaught, and Cathal Carrach assumed his

place.

Hugh O'Neill marched his forces to assist

Cathal Croibhdearg, and was joined by the men
of Moy Ith, and of Orgialla. They went as far

as Teach Baoithin of Artagh,'' from whence they

retm'ned to BaUysadai'e, where they were over-

taken by Cathal Carrach, with the cliiefs of Con-
naught, and William Burke, at the head of the

English of Limerick. A battle ensued, in which

the northern forces were defeated, and O'Hegnidli

(O'Heney,) lord of Oriel, and many others, fell.

John de Courcy, at the head of the English of

Ulidia, joined by the son of Hugo de Lacy, at the

head of the English of Meath, marched their

situated partly in tlie Iiarony of Lower Orior, but cliiefly in that
of O'Xeiliand, county of Armagli.

2. Doinlniach Mot Ma'tghe lomchlair. The parish ofDonagh-
more, in tiie Ijarony of Dungannon, county of Tyrone.

3- Lord of Kinel Enda and Ard Miodhair. See note on
Kinel Enda at p. 10. According to O'Brien, Ard Miodhair lay
near Fanat, in tlie county of Donegal.

4. Chief of Kinel Aongusn, ^-c- See note on Meath. Ily

Earca Chein, or Ibh Earca, now the barony of Iverk, county of
Kilkenny.

5. Teach Baoithin Airtigh, that is, Tibohine, Taughboyne, or

Artagh, a parish in the barony of Boyle, county of Roscommon.
It obtained its name of Teach Baoithin, or the House of Baoithm,
from St. Baoithin, who, according to Colgan, waa bishop of this

place in the seventh century.

forces to reheve Cathal Croibhdearg, and anived

at Kihnacduagh. Cathal Carrach, at the head

of the Conacians, marched thither, and gave them

battle, in which the Enghsh were defeated with

such slaughter, that although their original force

consisted of five battaUons, only two sumved the

battle. They fled, but were closely pm-sued from

the field of battle, as far as Rinn Diiin,'' at Lough

Ree, where de Courcy was hemmed in, and a

great number of the Enghsh slain ; many others

were drowned, for they had no means of escaping

but by crossing the lake eastward in boats.

Ruarc O'Maoilbrenainn, chief of Clan Conor,'

died.

John was proclaimed king of England, on the

6thof April.8

Murchadh Mac Coghlan, lord of Delvin Eathra,

died.

A.D. 1200.

Cadlila O'Duffy, ai-chbishop of Tuam, died at

an advanced age.

Uau-eirghe, son of Maolmordha, son of Uair-

eirghe O'Neachtain, a learned professor of Clon-

macnois, a man distuiguished for sanctity, charitj%

and all other virtues, and chief of the Culdees of

Clonmacnois, died on the 10th day of March.

Maol Eoin O'Carmacain, coarb of St. Comman,
(abbot of Roscommon,) died.

Hugh O'Neill was deposed by the Kinel Owen,

and Conor O'Loughhn was elected prince in his

place ; he plimdered Tir-Enda, slew many people,

and took away with him a large prey of cattle.

Egneachan O'DomhnaiU (O'Donnell,) lord of

Kinel Council, sailed with his fleet by sea, and

sent his forces by land, and encamped at Gaoth-

6. Rinn Duin, signifies the peninsula of the fortress: This

peninsula was situated in Lough Ree, on the shore of the Shannon,

in the county of Roscommon, about eight miles north of Athlone.

There was a fortress here from the earliest times, and afterwards

a strong castle, called Randown castle, which belonged to the

O'Conors. Cill Mic Duach, or Killraacduagh, a parish, and the

seat of a diocese in the barony of Kiltarton, county of Galway.

7. Clan Concliobhair, or Clan Conor. O'Dugan gives Maol-

brenainn as cliief of Clan Conor, in south Connaught, in Roscom-

mon. This name has been changed to Brennan, and by others to

O'Mulrenan.
8. King Richard I. died on the Gth of April, A.D. 1190, at the

castle of Chalus, m Normandy, of a wound he received from an

arrow, while besieging that place, and was succeeded by his brother

John.
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an-Chairgin. The Clan Diarmada, on the other

side, came to Port Ross to attack the fleet. When
the crews of the thu1;een sliips beheld them, they

sallied forth and defeated them. Mac LougliUn,

namely, Conor Beag, son of Murtogh, came at this

time to assist the Clan Diarmada ; but his horse

being wounded, he was dismounted, and finally

slain by the Kinel Connell, to avenge Columkille

and his coarb, whose shrines he had fonnerly

violated. It was on account of the same \'iolation

that Murchadh O'Criochain, lord of Hy Fiachrach,

was killed. Egneachan's party followed up their

\actory, and committed great slaughter among the

Kinel Owen, and the Clan Diarmada.'

Meier,'- and the Enghsh of Leinster, marched
then- forces against Cathal Carrach, and remained

two nights at Clonmacnois. They plundered the

town of property and provisions, not sparing even

the churches.

Cathal Croibhdearg fled for protection into

Munster, to Mac Carthy and WiUiam Burke.

GeiTmaide O'BaoigheUain' (O'Boylan,) was
IviUed by Egneachan O'Donnell.

A battle was fought between O'Donnell and

O'Ruao-c (Ualgarg O'Rourke,) aided by Conor
O'Rourke of Glaisfene, in whuch the Hy Briuin

were defeated with great havock, both in killed

and di-owTied ; and among the latter was Conor
O'Rourke. The place where that battle was
fought was Leac O'Maoldoraigh.''

Donagh Uaitneach, son of Roderick O'Conor,

was slam by the Enghsh of Limerick.

^lahon, son of Gillpatrick O'Ciardha, was slain

by the Enghsh of Clonard. O'Ciardha bm-ned
Clonard, and plundei'ed the English who resided

there.

Cathal Croibhdearg O'Conor went to plunder

1. It appears that O'Donnell sailed up Lough Foyle, and \ma
attacked by the Clan Dermod, that is, the O'Carolans and others,
on the opposite side, in the county of Derry. Hy Fiachra, of
which O'Criochain was lord, was a territory about' Ardstraw, in
Tyrone.

2. Meier and William Biirlie, that is, Meiler Fitz Henry, one
of the Anglo-Xonnan leaders, who came over with Strongbow.
He was grandson to king Henry I., and a very valiant commander.
In A.D. 1199, he was appointed chief governor of Ireland, by king
John, and had large grants of land in Westmeath and Kildare.
lie died in A.D. 1-2-20, and was buried at Connell Abbey, in Kil-
dare, which he had founded. WilUnm Burke, whose name occurs
so frequently in the Annals at this period, was William Fitz
Adelm de Burgo The family of de Burgo came from Nor-
mandy with William the Conqueror, and were earls of Kent in

Munster ; he bimied Castle Connell, the market-
place of Limerick, and the castle of Wilkin, and
took Wilkin and his wife prisoners, after having
slain twelve knights, with many common people.

Fiachra O'Flynn, chief of Siol Maobuain, died.

Cathal Can-ach assumed the sovereignty of

Connaught, and drove Cathal Croibhdearg into

Ulster, who went to the residence of O'Eignigh,

lord of Fermanagh, and from thence to the seat

of John de Courcy, with whom he confirmed his

covenant of friendship.

A.D. 1201.

Tomaltach O'Conor, successor of St. Patrick,

and primate of Ireland, died.

Conn O'Meallaigh, bishop of Eanach Duin, a

brilliant gem, and a pillar of the chm-ch, died.

Johanes de Monte Cehon, a cardinal, came to

Ireland fi-om Rome, as the Pope's legate, and
convened a great synod at Dubhn, which was
attended by the bishops, the abbots, and the

clergy of the various orders, as also many of the

nobihty of Ireland. At this convention many
regidations between clergy and laity were satis-

factorily arranged. In a fortnight aftenvards, the

cardinal convened a synod of the clergy and
nobihty of Connaught at Tuam, where the neces-

sary regidations were enacted.

NiaU O'Flynn was treacherously slain by the

English of Ulidia.

Manus, son of Dermod O'Loughlin, was slain

by Murtogh O'Neill, and Murtogh himself was
afterwards slain in retahation.

Conor, son of Mam-ice O'Edin, died.

Teige O'Breen, lord of Leiney, in Meath,

died.

England. William de Burgo was chief governor of Ireland for

some time in the reign of Henry II., and obtained extensive posses-

sions in Connaught. He died A.D. 1-04, and was buried in the

abbey of Athassell, in Tipperarj-, which he had founded. He was
married to Isabella, natural daughter of king Richard I., and
his descendants were earls of Connaught and Ulster, and
founded many of the most powerful families in Ireland, as the

earls of Clanrickard, and many others of the nobility. The name
de Burgo was changed to de Burgh and Burke. See Lives of
Illustrious Irishmen.

3. Tlie O'Boylans, a clan in 3Ionaghan,on the borders ofTjTone.
4. Leac O'Maoldoraigh, or O'Muldorry's Rock, situated

somewhere on the borders of Leitrim and Donegal, supposed to be
at Ballysbannon. The Hy-Briuin, signifies the people of Leitrim,

33 Hy-Briuin was a name applied to that territory.
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Muireadliach, son of Neill, son of Sionnach

O'Catharnaigh, clied.

Miirogh O'Madden, chief of the half of Siol

Anmchadha, received a wound in his head from an

an-ow, of which he died.

Cathal Croibhdearg, and WiUiam Burke, at the

head of the English and Irish forces, marched from

Limerick to Tuam, in Connaught, from whence

they went to Huaran (Oran,) to Elphin, to the

Rock of Lough Key, and finally to the monastery

of Ath-da-lo-arg (Boyle,) where they took ujd then-

quarters. Cathal Mac Deraiott went at this time

to plunder Hy Diarmada ;' he was overtaken and

attacked by Teige, son of O'Conor of Maonmoy,

and a conflict ensued in which Mac Dennott was

slain.

Cathal Can-ach, king of Connaught, collected

his forces (to oppose Cathal Croibhdearg and

Burke before-mentioned,) and marched to Guir-

tin Cuil Luachra, near the monastery, where they

were encamped. The two armies remained close

to each other for a week, during which time many

Bkii-mishes took place. Cathal Carrach then

went to view one of those engagements, when

it happened that his party were defeated, and he

himself, in the thick of the conflict, was slain

;

this was attributed to the miracles of God, and

the intervention of St. Kiaran. In the same

engagement Collaid, son of Dermod O'Maoil-

ruanaidh, and many others fell.

After this Cathal Croibhdearg, and WiUiam

Burke, marched with their forces through Moy-

lurg, Moy Aoi, from thence to West Connaught,

to Cong of St. Feichin, where they spent the

Easter. William Burke, and the sons of Rory

O'Flaherty, conspired to betray Cathal Croibh-

dearg, but God saved him through the intercession

of the clergy, who were the sureties of their

mutual fidelity. Shortly afterwards William

Burke's soldiers came to demand their pay from

the Conacians, but the Conacians attacked and slew

many of them. William Bm-ke afterwards

returned to Limerick, and Cathal Croibhdearg

again assxmied the title of king of Connaught.

Ualgharg O'Rom-ke marched his forces into

1. Hy Diarmada, or Clan Diarmada, wa9 a district in Hy
Maine, of which the Mac Egans were cliiefs.

Kinel Connell, and seized on the cattle and

property. O'Donnell (Egneachan,) overtook

them at Leac-ui-Mhaoldoraigh. A conflict en-

sued, in which the Hy Briuin were defeated with

dreadful havock, both in killed and drowned.

On that expedition Conor (O'Rourke,) of Glais-

fene was drowned.

The Kinel Owen went on a predatory excur-

sion into Kinel Connell, on the same day, but

were defeated by O'Donnell, in a battle in which

Gearmaide O'Boylan, and many others of the

Kinel Owen were slain.

Tiarnan, son of Donal, son of Cathal O'Rourke,

was slain by Mac Fiachraigh and the Clan Cathail.

Mac Fiachi'aigh the younger was also slain on that

occasion.

A.D. 1202.

Muircheartach O'Carmacain, bishop of Clon-

fert, died.

Maolcolaimm O'Branain, aircineach of Tor-

aigh,' died.

Donal O'Brolchain, a prior (of Derry,) an

illustrious sage and learned doctor, distinguished

for his wisdom and worth, form and figure, mild-

ness and devotion, died, after a well spent life, on

the 27th day of April.

Maolfinnein Mac Colmain, an admired sage,

and the devout Con O'Flanagan, died.

Donal Carrach O'Dogherty, head chief of

Ai'dmiodhair, was slain by Muintir BaoighiU,'^ after

plundering many chiu-ches and districts.

Conor Roe, son of Donal O'Brien, was killed

by his own brother, namely, Murcheartach, son

of Donal, son of Torlogh O'Brien.

Torlogh, son of Rory O'Conor, having escaped

from confinement, Cathal Croivdearg made peace

with him, and granted him lands. Torlogh was

aftenvards expelled by Cathal, hut he made peace

wth him through the intercession of the English.

Donal, son of Muirchertagh O'Melaghlin,

died.

Dermod, son of Art O'Melaghlin, was slain by

the son of Loughhn O'Conor.

1. Tory Island, offthe coast of Donegal, on -which an ahbey was

founded ijy St. Ernan, in the seventh century.

2. Mulnt'iT BaoighiU, or the O'Boyles, a clan who possessed

the barony of Boylagh, in the county of Donegal.
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A.D. 1203.

Mac Giolla Cheallaigh O'Ruaidhin, bishop of

Kilmacduagh, died.

DeiTy Columkille was burned, from the cemetiy

of St. Martin to the well of St. Adamnan.

A monastery was unlawfully erected by Ceallach,

in the centre of lona, in opposition to the people

of that place ; and he did great damage to the

town. The clergy of the north of Ireland assem-

bled together, for the purpose of going to lona,

natmely, Florent O'Cerbhallain, bishop of Tyrone,

(Ardstraw) ; Maoliosa O'Dorigh, bishop of Tir-

connell (Raphoe,) and abbot of the church of SS.

Paul and Peter at Armagh ; Amhalgaidh O'Firgail,

abbot of the chiu-ch of Derry ; Ainmu'e O'Cobh-
thaigh (Coffey) ; with many of the people ofDerry,

and of the northern clergy. They proceeded to

lona, and pulled down the chm'ch before men-
tioned, in accordance with the ecclesiastical laws

;

and Amhalgaidh O'Firgail was elected abbot of

lona, by the suffi-ages of the Scots and Irish.

Dermod, son of Murchertach O'Loughhn, with

a party of English, proceeded on a predatory ex-

cursion into Tyrone, and plundered the shrine of

Columkille; but they were overtaken by •'party of

the Kinel Owen, who defeated them, and Dennod
himself was slain, through the miraculous interpo-

sition of Columkille.

The son of Hugo de Lacy marched, with a force

of the EngUsh of Meath, into Ulidia, and expelled

John de Courcy from thence, after a battle fought

between them at Dundaleathglass (Down,) in

which many were slain.

Muircheartach of Teffia, son of Conor of Maon-
moy, son of Roderick O'Conor, was slain by
Dermod, son of Rory, his uncle, on the plain of

Kilmacduagh.

Donal, son of Mac Carthy, at the head of the

people of Desmond, defeated the Enghsh in a

battle, in which upwards of one hundred and
sixty of the English were slain.

Faolan, son of Faolan, lord of Hy Faolain, died

in the monastery of Congalaidh.'

1. The monnsfpr;/ of Congalaidh, or Great Connell, a parish in

the barony of Connell, county of Kildare, in whicli, according to
Seward, are the ruins of Great Connell Al)bey. In A.D. 1202, a
priory was founded liere, under the invocation of the Blessed
Virgin and St. David, by Meyler FitzHenry, wlio placed in it

regular canons from the monastery of Lanthony, in Monmouth-
shire.

Kells, Trim, and Newbridge were burned.
Sitrig of Teffia O'Kelly, of Hy Maine, died.

A.D. 1204.

Sitrig O'Sruithen, aircineach of Congbhala,

viz. : the leader of the Hy Murtele, and chosen
chief of Clan Snedgile,' died, after tme penance,

and was buried in the church built by himself.

John de CoLU-cy, the plunderer of churches and
territories, was driven by the son of Hugh de

Lacy into Tyrone, where he sought the protection

of the Kinel Owen ; but he was pursued as far

as Carrickfergus, and the Enghsh of Uhdia slew

many of his pai-ty.

William Burke plundered the whole of Con-
naught, both lay and ecclesiastical, but God and
the saints visited him with their vengeance, for he

died of an uncommon disease, unbecoming to

mention.

Muii-chertach O'Flaherty, lord of West Con-
naught, ched.

A.D. 1205.

The archbishop O'Heinni,' having retired to a

monastery, died shortly afterwards.

Donal O'Becdha, bishop of Hy Amalgaidh,

(Killala,) died.

Saou-bhrethach O'D^^il'ed, aircineach of Domh-
nachmore, and Patrick O'Moghroin, died.

Manus O'Kane, son of the lord of Ciananacht

and Fercraoibhe, the' tower, of bravery and activity

of the North, was wounded with a javelin, of which

he died.

Mac Guillbhealaidh O'CarroU, lord of Ely,*

was slain by the English.

Conor O'Breen, of Breghmaine, died, while on a

pilgrimage at Clonmacnois.

Raghnall Mac Dermott, lord of Clan Dermott,

died.

Donal Mac Concoigrighe, chief of Muintir Ser-

cachain, died.

1. Clan Snedgile, a tribe in Tirconnell. Congbhala, or Con-

wall, an abljey over which St. Fiachra ])resided in the sixth cen-

tury, was situated near Lough Swilly, in the barony of Kilma-

orenan, county of Donegal, and gave name to the parish of

Conwall.
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Donal O'Faolain, lord of the Deisi' of Munster,

died.

Teige, the son of Cathal Croibhdirg (O'Conor,)

died, after one night's sickness, at Clonmacnois.

Meyler, son of Meyler (Fitz Henry,) tooii forci-

ble |iossession of Limerick ; on which account a

great war broke out between the Enghsh of Meath
and the English of Meyler. In tliis contest

CuulacUi, son of ConmidJi O'Laeghachain, chief of

Siol Ronain,* was slain by the Kinel Fiachach

Mac Neill.

A.D. 1206.

Donal O'Muiredhaidh (O'Murray,) chief pro-

fessor at Deny, died.

Maolpeadair O'Colmain (O'Coleman,) successor

of Caindeach (St. Canice of Kilkenny.) the pillar

of piety and wisdom of the north of Ireland, died.

Flaherty O'Flaherty, prior of Dungiven, and

Gilpatrick O'Falachtaidh, aiixineach of Dun-
cruithne,' died.

Eignaghan O'Donnell, plundered and slew

many in Tyi'one.

The successor of St. Patrick^ went to the king

of England on behalf of the churches of Ireland,

and to complain against the Enghsh in Ireland.

Tomaltach, son of Conor, son of Deimod, son

of Teige (Mac Dennott,) lord of Moylurg, of

Ai'tagh, and of the neighbom-mg tenitory of Clan

Maolrooney, died.

Eignachan O'Donnell plundered Hy Faranain

and Clan Deniiod ; he carried away cattle, and slew

many people. He was pursued and overtaken by
the people of Clan Dermod, of Hy Forannaln, and

of Hy Gormley f many were slam and di-owned

on both sides, but the Kinel Connell at length, with

difficulty, succeeded in can-jang away the booty.

Rory O'Gara, lord of Sheve Lugha,'' died.

1. Archbishop O'Hehini. This was Matthew O'Heney, areh-
bisliop of Casliel, who died in the abbey of Holycross.

2. O'Cearbhaill, or O'CarroU, lord of Ely O'Carroll, in the
county of Tippcrary.

3. The O'Faolnms, or O'Phelnns, lords of Deisi, in the present
county of Waterford, from which the baronies of Decies tooli their
name.

4. O'Laeghnrhnhi, of Muintir Laedhachain, in Tcffia. Siol
Ronain was m Cairbre Gaura, in Teffia. Kmel Fiacha was also in

Teffia. See note on T^a.

1. Diintjiren and Duncruifhne. Dungiven, a parish in the
barony of Kenauglit, county of Derry where there wa£ an Augus-

Hugh, son of Miu-ogh O'Kelly, lord of Hy
Maine, and Caithniadli O'Caithniadh, lord of

loras (Ems, in the county of Mayo,) died.

Hugh O'Goimghialladh, lord of Partraidhe,'

in CaiTa, was slain by the people of Carra.

Roiy O'Toghda, chief of Bredach," in Hy Amal-
gaidh, died.

Gilbert O'Flanagan, and Ivar Mac Murrogh,

slew each other at Roscommon.

Murtogh Mac Carghamhna, chief of Muintir

Jlaoiltsionna, died.

Hugo de Lacy, the younger, marched with the

Enghsh of Meath and Leinster, into Tulaghoge

(in TjTone.) He burned some churches, and

the corn of the country-, but obtamed neither

hostages nor cattle from Hugh O'Neill on that

expedition.

The same party marched into Kianaght ; they

burned all the churches in that territory, and car-

ried away an immense prey of cattle.

A.D. 1207.

Eignaghan O'Donnell went into Feara Manach
(Fermanagh,) and seized some cattle. A large

party of the inhabitants attacked him, and slew

O'Donnell, lord of Tirconnell, the tower of valour

and hospitaUty of the province in his time. Many
of his chiefs were slain along with him, viz.

:

The GioUa Riabhach, son of Callaidhe O'Boyle
;

Donogh Conailleach, son of Conor of Maonmoy
;

Mathgamhan (iNIahon,) the son of Donal ilidhigh

O'Conor, with many other warriors.

Donal, son of Fergal O'Roiu-ke, lord of the

greater portion of Brefney, died.

Muiredhach, son of Rory O'Conor, and Awlave

O'Ferrall, chief of Anally, died.

Dennod O'Madagain (Madden,) lord of Siol

Anmchadha, died.

tinian priory, founded by the O'Kanes. Duncruithne, now Dun-
crun, ill the parish of Magilligan, county of Derry, had a famous

monastery, founded by St. Columkille.

2. The archbishop of Armagh at that time was Eugene Mac
Gillivider, wlio waited on king John in England.

3. This affair happened on the borders of Donegal and Derry,

at Lough Foyle.

4. SlUibh Lugha. O'Gadhra, or O'Gara, was lord of Moy
O'Gara and Coolavin, in the county of Sligo.

6. Piirtraitjhe, or Partrij, an ancient territory in the present

barony of Carra, county of Mayo.
6. Bredchn, or Bred/ich, in the parish of Moygawnagh, barony

of Tyrawley, county of Mayo.
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The remains of Roderick O'Conor, king of Con-

naught, were exhumed, and deposited 'm a stone

coffin or shrine.

Cathal Croibhdearg 0'Conor,kingof Connaught,

expelled Hugh O'Flaherty, and gave his temtoiy

to his own son Hugh.

A great war broke out amongst the English of

Leinster, viz, : between Meyler (Fitz Henry) Jeffiy

Mares, and William Marusgal, so that Leinster

and Munster were spoiled between them.'

Great contentions also arose between Hugo de

Lacy and Myler, in which all Myler's party were

spoiled.

Cathal CaiTach, son of Dennod, son of Teige

(Mac Dennott,) plundered Cormac, son of Tomal-

tach Mac Dennott, and O'Flynn of Eassa.'- He
was pursued by the Conacians, headed by the fol-

lowing chiefs, viz. : Dermod, son of Magnus, son

of Murtogh O'Conor, and Cormac, son of Tomal-

tach ; Conor Godh O'Hara, lord of Lieney ; and

Donogh O'Dowd, lord of Tyrawley and Tireragh.

A battle ensued, in which Cathal Carrach was

defeated and taken prisoner, his eyes put out, and

his son Muirghes, Mac Conghranna O'Flanagan,

and many others slain.

Myler Oge (young Myler,) Mm-togh O'Brien,

and Torlogh, son of Roderick O'Conor, made a

predatoiy excursion into Tir-Fiachra-Aidhne,

where they plundered fifteen towns.

Cathal, son of Rory, son of the Sionnagh

O'Catharnaigh,^ lord of Teffia, died.

The sous of Hugo de Lacy, and the English of

Meath, marched with their forces to the castle of

Ardnorcher, which they beseiged for five weeks
;

and, having taken it and the territory of Ferkale,

they drove Myler out of the countiy.

A.D. 1208.

Da\dd Breatnach (i.e. the Briton,) bishop of Purt

1. Jeoffrey Mares was Jeoffrey de Marisco, afterwards lord

justice of Ireland. William Marusgal was William Mareschal,
earl of Pembroke.

2. O'Flynn of Eassa, that is, Eass-ul-Fhloimi, or Assylin, near
Boyle, in the county of Iloscomraon.

3. O'Catharnaigh was the Sionagh, or principal chief of the

family of the Foxes, in Westmeath. See note on Teffia.

1. Purt Lairge was the ancient name of Waterford. This

David, bishop of Purt Lairge, or Waterford, was kinsman to

Lairge, was slain by O'Faolain (O'Phelan,) of the

Decies.'

Hugh O'Neill marched his forces, on a preda-

toiy excursion, into Inisowen. O'Donnell (Donal

More,) overtook them, an engagement ensued,

with great slaughter on both sides. Donal Mac
Murchadha, and a great number of the Kinel

Owen, were slain, and the following also fell in

the thick of the fight, namely, Cathbhar O'Don-

nell, Fergal O'Boyle, Cormac O'Donnell, Da^dd

O'Dogherty, and several other chiefs of the Kinel

Connell. The Kinel Owen were finally defeated

by superior valour.

O'Donnell (Donal More,) marched liis forces

against Hugh O'Neill, and the Kinel Owen, and

took preys and hostages from the country ; but a

peace was concluded between them, and they

entered into an alliance against the English and

Irish who would oppose them.

Duibliinnsi Mac Gennis, lord of Clan Hugh,

of Iveagh, was slain by Mac Dunslevy O'Heogh-

aidh.

Finghin, son of Dermod, son of Coi-mac Mac
Carthy, was slain by his own kinsmen.

Ualgharg O'Rourke was expelled from the

lordship of Brefney, and Art, the son of Donal,

son of Fergal, was set up in his place, by the

influence of the English.

John, bishop of Norbus,^ was sent by the king

of England to Ireland as lord justice, but an

interdiction was laid on the English by the Pope
;

and in order that the bishop's authority might be

opposed in Ireland, the Enghsh were denied the

rites of mass, baptism, extreme unction, and burial,

for the space of three years after his arrival.

Murtogh, son of Donal O'Brien, lord of Tho-

mond, was taken prisoner by the English of

Limerick, in spite of the remonstrance of tlu-ee

bishops, at the instigation of Donogh Cairbreach

(of Carberry,) his own brother.

Meyler Fitz Henry, lord justice of Ireland. He was appointed,

through the English influence, against the will of the Irish, and

had a long contest with O'Heda, the Irish bishop of Lismore,

whose rights and possessions he had usurped. In consequence of

these contests, bishop David was killed by O'Felan, chief of the

Decies. See Ware, by Harris, on Bishops of Waterford and
Lismore.

2. John, bisJwp of Norhus, was John de Gray, bishop of Nor-

wich, who was appointed lord justice of Ireland. At that time

Pope Innocent III. had laid an interdict on the kingdom of

England, in consequence of king John's opposition to the see of
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Dermod O'Caomhain, chief of the district from

Tuaim-da-bhodhar to Gleoir/ died.

Awlave O'Rothlain, chief of Calry, of Cuil-

cearnatan(Coolcarne}-,iiitlie county of Mayo,) died.

A.D. 1209.

Cele O'Duffy, bishop of Mayo, of the Saxons
;

Giolla Crist O'Keaniey, the coai'b of Condere
;

and Flaherty O'Fljnin, the coarb of Dachonna-

Easa-Mic-Eirc, died.'

Art, son of Donal, son of Fergal O'Rourke,

lord of Brefuey, was slain by Cormac, son of xVrt

O'Melaghlin, and Cormac, son of Art O'Roui-ke

;

and Ualgarg: O'Rourke assumed the lordship.

Donogh O'Ferrall, lord of Anally, died.

John, kuicr of England, sailed for Ireland with

a large fleet, and landed at Dublin, where he

rested for some time after his voyage ; he then

jiroceeded to Tiopraid Ultain, in Meath, where

Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor came to meet him.

Walter de Lacy was expelled from Meath into

England. The king, accompanied by his nobles,

proceeded to Canickfergus, and expelled Hugo de

Lacy from Ulidia, into England. Hugh O'Neill

attended the king's summons, but he retiuTied

without making submission. The king besieged

Canickfergus, which suiTendered ; whereupon he

gairisoned it with his own forces. O'Conor

returned home, and the king of England next

proceeded to Raith Guaire,^ where O'Conor a

second time waited on him ; the king demanded

his son as a hostage, in confirmation of his fealty

;

O'Conor, however, would not consent to give his

Rome in ecclesiastical inatters, and it appears that the interdict

extended to tlie Encrlisliin Ireland.

3. The O'Cnomhabu were chiefs of Tuaim-da-bhodhar to

Gleoiv, a district on the borders of Mayo and Sligo, extending
from Foxford to Killagiass, and comprised tlie parish of Tooranre.

Tlie Gleoir is a small river in tlie parish of Killaglass, in Sligo. The
O'Caorahains, a branch of the O'Dowds, were a numerous elan,

and the name has been changed to Cavanagh.

1. Cele, or Celestine O'Duffy, as he is called by Ware, was
bishop of Mayo, an ancient see, which was annexed to Tuam in

the sixteenth century. Coarb of Condere, that is, liishop of

Connor. TIjc bishops of Conor, m ancient times, were sometimes
styled bishops of Dalaraidhe, while those of Dowu were called

bishops of Ulidia. As the tenitories of Dalaraidhe and Ulidia

were nearly co-extensive, and the two sees he'nrx afterwards
united, it is difticult to determine the exact boundaries of each.
Vnchonnn-Easa-Mic-Eirc, was a monastery founded by St.

Mochonii, son of Eire, at Lough Key, near Boyle, county of Ros-
common.

son, but gave four of his chiefs in his stead,

namely, Conor (xodh O'Hara, lord of Lieney

;

Dermod, son of Coaor O'Mulrooney, lord of Moy-
liu-o- : Fionn O'Carmacain ; and Aireachtach Mac
Donogh, a young prince of O'Conor's friends.

The king retiu"ned to England, and brought the

hostages with him.

A.D. 1210.

The English came to Caolmsge (at BaUy-

shannon.) Hugh O'Neill and Donal (3'Donnell

pioceeded tliitlier with their foi'ccs, and defeated

and slew many of the Enghsh, amongst whom was

Fitz Henry the younger; and they distributed

their property and booty amongst their ovm.

men.

Torlogh, son of Roderick O'Conor, having plun-

dered Moyhu-g, took the booty with him to his

kinsman Dermod's house at Seghais ; Hugh, the

son of Cathal, pursued him, but Torlogh fled to

the North.

The hostages of Connaught, (taken by king

John,) retmnied to Ireland, namely, Conor Godh
O'Hara, lord of Lieney ; Dermod, son of Conor

O'Muhooney ; Fionn O'Caimacain ; and Air-

eachtao-h Mac Donotjh.

Mmiogh Muinxlmeach (of Munster,) son of

Torlogh More (O'Brien,) died.

A great war broke out between the king of

England, and the prince of Wales; and dispatches

came from king John, commanding the Enghsh

bishop (of Norwich,) and the English nobles in

Ireland, to return to England. Richard Diuid'

2. In the month of June, A.D. 1210, according to various autho-

rities, king John landed atWaterford, with a large fleet and power-
ful army. According to these Annals he landed at Dublin.

Copies of the Annals vary as to the number of ships ; in some it is

stated at one hundred, in others more ; a discrepancy whicli pro-

bably arose from a mistahe of the transcribers. In the month of

July king John proceeded to Meath, to a place caUed Tiopraid
Ultain, or St. Ultau's Well, which is considered to be Ardbraccan,
as it had that name from a holy well there, in honour of St. Ultan,

who was bishop uf Ardl>raccan in the sixtli century. 01 hers state

that the castle of Trim was the place where the king stopped in

Meath, hence it has Iieen called king John's castle. After pro-

ceeding to DownpaM-ick, ('arrickferi;'us, and other parts of Ulster,

king John returned in August by Carlingford, Drogheda, Duleek,
Kells, Foure, and Granard, to Rathwire, where the de Lacys had
a castle near Kinnegad, in the parish of Killucan, in Westmeath,
where he received the submission and hostages of Cathal Crovdearg
O'Conor, which place is given in the Annals as Rath Guaire.

1. Richard Diuid. This was Richard Tuite, who came over
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(Tuite,) was appointed lord justice over Ireland,

and, shortly after, proceeded to Athloue, in order

to send his kinsmen to Limerick, Wateribrd, and

Wexford, whUe he himself should govern Duljlin

and Athlone. During his stay at Athlone, some

of the stones of the castle fell on his head, and

killed him on the spot, together with his priest,

and several others of his party, a circumstance

which was altributed to the mu'acles of God, and

SS. Peter and Kiaran.

The sons of Roderick O'Conor, and Teige, the

son of Conor of Maonmoy, having crossed the

Shannon fi-om the east into the Tnatha,'^ accom-

panied by a party of the people of Anally, they

plundered the district, and carried away the booty

into the recesses of Kinel Uobhtha. Hugh, son

of Cathal Crovdearg pursued them, and an engage-

ment ensued, ill vvhicli tlie sons of Roderick were

defeated, so that they were compelled to recross

the Shannon, losing many men and horses.

A.D. 1211.

Sitrig O'Laighenain, the coarb of Comgall

(abbot of Bangor,) died.

The castle of Cluan Eois (Clones in Monaghan,)

was erected by the Enghsh, and the English

bishop (of Norwich,) and they marched with a

force on a predatory excursion into Tyrone, but

wei'e, however, attacked by Hugh O'Neill, and

defeated wlLli great slaughter ; among the slain

was Myler, the son of Robert Fltz Henry.

Thomas Mac Uchtiy, with the sons of Randal,

the son of Somhairle, came to Deny ColumkUle,

with a fleet of seventy-six ships ; and, after plun-

dering and destroying the town, they pro(;eeded to

Inisowcn, and spoiled the whole peninsula.'

The Conaclans, by command of the Enghsh

bishop, and Gilbert Mac Costello, marched with

with Strongbow, and got large grants of lands in Westmeath. He
was made a palatine peer, with the title of baron of Moyashell, as

stated by the learned antiquary, John D'Alton, in his History of

Drogheda.
2. Tuntha, that is, the districts, a large territory in (he county

of Roscommon, through which Slieve Baglma, or Slieve Baun, ex-

tends from north to south, parallel with the Sliannon. Slieve

Baun, according to Weld, lies in the barony of Roscommon. It

obtained the name Tuatha, from having comprised several districts.

In the Annals, under the year 1530, it is stated that O'Hanley
was chief of this territory, who is also styled by the Annalists and

O'Dugan, chief of Kinel Dobhtha.

their forces to Easroe (BaUyshannon,) and erected

a caslle at Caohusge.'^

Roderick, son of Roderick, son of Torlogh

O'Conor. was slain by the pet)i)le of Lieney, in

Conuau'.!;hi;.

Conuac, son of Art O'Melaghlln, dispossessed

the English of Delviu ; and Malachy, son of Art,

defeated la battle the English who were In posses-

sion of that cotmtry, and slew Robert of Dun-
comar, their constable.

Cugaela O'Heyne, died.

Raghnadt, and Callleach De (the nun,) two

daughters of Roderick O'Conor, died.

A.D. 1212.

Drum Caoin,' and its church, were burned by

the Kinel Owen, despite of Hugh O'Neill.

Fergal O'Kane, lord of Ciaanachta, and of the

Creeve, was slain by the Eirghsh.

Gilbert Mac Costello was slain in the castle of

Caoluisge, which was burned by O'Heignig.

The castle of Clones was burned by Hugh
O'Nedl, and the northern Irish.

Donogh O'Heyne had his eyes put out by Hugh,

son of Cathal Crovdearg, against the will of

O'Conor.

The battle of Caille-na-Grann,^ was fought by

Cormac, son of Art O'Melaghhn, and Hugh, son

of Conor of Maonmoy, against the Enghsh, who

were defeated with great slaughter ; and Piarus

(or Pierce) Mason, and the sons of Sleimhne, were

amongst the slain.

Donogh Mac Can, chief of Kinel Aongusa,^

died.

Donal O'Daimhin (O'Devin,) was slain by the

sons of Mac Loughhn, in the porch of the church

of Deny.
The Giolla Fiaclach O'Boyle, with a party of

1. Somhairle. This was Sorley Mac Donnell, a chief from the

Hebrides. Thomas Mac Uchtry was another chief from Galloway

m Scotland, and was sometimes styled earl of Athol.

2. Caol Ulsge, signifies the narrow water, or ford, where this

castle was erected probably somewhere near BaUyshannon.

1. Drumchaoin, now Drumquin, near Omagh, county ofTyrone.

2. CaUle-na-granii signifies the pass of the wood, and is sup-

posed to be the place called Culleen Wood, in the barony of Moy-
ashell, in Westmeath.

3. Kinel Aomptsa. The Mae Cans were chiefs of Clanbrasil, in

Armagh, as already stated, Kinel Aongusa is a territory given by
O'Dugan in Meath. See note on Meath.

F 2
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the Kinel Connell, plundered some of the Kinel

Owen, who were under the protection of O'Tau--

ceii-t, namely, the GioUareiagh, chief of Clan

Sneidgliile and Clan Fingin. O'Taircheirt over-

took them, and a conflict ensued, in which, how-

ever, he was slain, while fighting in defence of

those whom he had taken under his protection.

Dermod, son of Roderick O'Conor, took by

force the house of Hugh, son of Manus O'Conor,

in Killcolmain-Finn,'' in CoiTan, and set it on tire,

by which thirty-five persons were burned.

Donal, son of Donal of Bregia O'Melaghlin,

defeated Cormac 0*Mela2:hlin, in an engagement

in which Gillcreest Mac Colgan, with many others,

were slain.

Donal, son of Donal O'Melaghlin, was killed in

a predatory affray by Mylei-'s party.

The Enghsh of Munster marched with theu*

forces to Roscrea, where they erected a castle ; and

from thence they proceeded to Kilaghaidh,'^ where

they were overtaken by Murtogh Mac Brien, and

his forces, who opposed them in a battle, in which

Melaghlin, the son of Catal Carrach, received

wounds, of which he died.

A.D. 1213.

Giolla-na-naomh O'Ruadhain, bishop of Lieny,

(Achonr)',) and Muii-igen O'Muu-igein, bishop of

Clonmacnois, died.

Ainmire O'Coffey, abbot of the church of Deny
ColumkiUe, an ecclesiastic of noble birth, distin-

guished for liis piety, meekness, charity, wisdom,

and other vu-fues, died.

Thomas Mac Uchtry, and Roiy, son of Randal

(Mac DonneU,) plundered Derry ColumkiUe, and

carried away the precious and valuable articles of

the people of Deny, and of all the north of Ireland,

from the Abbey Chiu-ch to Coleraine.

O'Kane, and the men of Creeve, came to DeiTy
to attack the house of the sons of Mac Loughlin.

The prior of the great church of Derry, who inter-

posed to make peace between them, was killed, and
Mahon Magaithne, who collected and commanded
this force, was slain in the sanctuary of ColumkiUe,

in the porch of the Black Chm-ch, a circumstance

4. Kilcolmnin Finn, the parish of Kilcoleman, in the barony of
Coolavin, county of Sligo.

5. Kllaghaidh is the parish of Kilaughy, in the King's county.

which was attributed to the mu-acles of God,

through the intervention of ColumkiUe.

The castle of Coleraine was erected by Thomas
Mac Uchtry, and the English of Uhdia ; and in

order to build it, the houses of the town, with all

the ecclesiastical establishments except the church,

were pulled down.

Hugh O'Neill defeated the English with dread-

ful slaughter, and on the same day bm-ned Car-

lingford, spai'ing neither persons nor property.

Donn O'Breslein, chief of Fauad, was treache-

rously slain by his own people.

Fionn O'Brolchain, the steward of O'Donnell

(Donal More), went toConnaught to collect O'Don-
nell's tribute. He first went to Carbmy, ofDrum-
cliff, where he visited, along with his attendants,

the house of the poet, Muireagh O'Daly, of Lissa-

dill. On coming into the poet's presence, he

betrayed appearances of fear and caution before

him, as he was a man of gigantic strength, and as

his master had advised him to beware of the poet.

O'Daly became enraged on seeing him, and, seiz-

ing a sharp axe, he struck him a blow, and slew

him on the spot, and then fled into Clanrickard,

being afraid of O'Donnell. When O'DonneU ob-

tained intelligence of this, he collected his forces

and pursued liim, and chd not rest until he arrived

at the place afterwards called Derry O'Donnell,

in Clanrickard (so named because O'Donnell en-

camped there for the night,) when be began to de-

vastate the country by fire and sword, until, Mac
WilUam (de Burgo,) at last submitted to him,

ha-vdng previously sent Muireagh into Thomond
for refuge. O'Donnell pursued him thither, and

proceeded to plunder and lay waste that country

also, whereupon Donogh Cairbreach O'Brien sent

Muireagh from him for protection to the people of

Limerick, to the gates ofwhich O'Donnell piu-sued

him, and, pitching his camp at Moin-ui-Donnell

(O'Donnell's Marsh, so called from that circum-

stance) laid seige to the city, upon which the

mhabitants, at the command of O'Donnell, expelled

Muireagh, ^vho found no protection, but was sent

from place to place, until he arrived at Dublin.

O'Donnell after his pm'suit, and his visitation of

all Connaught, returned home, and having mus-

Mac Brien, the cliief, who commanded the Irish, was probably Mac
Brien, or Mac I-Brien, of Ara, in Tipperary.
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tered another force ^\'ith all possible speed, in the

same year marched to Dublin, and compelled the

inhabitants to banish Muu-eagh to Scotland ; whilst

there, the poet composed three poems m praise of

O'Donnell, and requesting peace and pardon for

his crime. The thu'd poem commences thus

:

" Oh ! Donal, benevolent hand of peace." Mui-

reagh obtained pardon on account of his laudatory

poems, and O'Donnell afterwards received him

into his friendship, and with his usual generosity

gave him lands and possessions.

Cormac O'Melaghlin plundered and burnt the

castle of Cinn Clair, beat the English, and can-ied

away many horses, and much property.

The English, svith a great force, marched to

attack Connac Mac Art (O'Melaghlin,) and both

parties ha\-ing met at the bridge of Tinne, an

engagement ensued, in which Mac Art was defeat-

ed, and Rory O'Ciardha was slain. Mac Art was

expelled from Dehdn, and his people were plun-

dered : after this, the English went to Athlone,

where they erected a castle ; and they also built

castles at Cinneidigh, But, and Durmaighe.'

Cormac INIac Art went on a predatory expedition

into Delvin, pkmdered Maoilseachlain Beag (the

little,) expelled him from the comitry, slew William

Muilinn, and reassumed the lordship of Delvin.

A.D. 1214,

The bishop O'Ceallaigh, (O'Kelly) of Hy Fi-

achra', died.

Ardgai- O'Conor, bishop of Siol Muu"eadhaigh,

(Elpliin,) died.

Benmidhe, daughter of Egnigh, wife of Hugh
O'Neill, and lady of Aileach, died, after a well-

spent life.

A depredation was committed by Hugh, the son

of INIalachy O'Loghlin, upon the coarb of Colum-

1. Cinn Clair was the castle at Clara, King's county. The
Bridge of Tinne was at Tinnecross, on the river Cladagh, near
TuUamore. The castles built by the English were, as stated in

the text, those of Cinneidigh, that is, Kinnitty , in the parish of Kin-
nitty, King's County; that of Birr; and that of Durmaighe, or

Durrow.
1. Bishop ofHy Fiaclirn. The bishops of Killala, were styled

bishops of Hy Fiachra Muaidhe, that is, of Hy Fiachra on the

Moy, in Mayo and Sligo, to distinguish it from Hy Fiachra Aidhne,
an ancient territory in Galway, co-extensive with the diocese of

Kilmacduagh. The bishops of Killala were also sometimes called

bishops of Tir Amalgaidh, or Tyrawley. See Ware's Bishops, by
Harris.

kiUe, but Hugh himself was slain by the English

in a year aftei-wards, through the miracles of God
and Columkille.

Cathal Mac Dennott, the son of Teige, lord of

Moylurgjthe towerofgenerosity ofConnaught died.

Bryan, son of Roderick O'Flaherty, son of the

lord of West Connaught, died.

Ualgarg O'Rom'ke plundered the property of

Phihp ]\Iac Costello, in Crich Cau-pre,^ and carried

off a great prey of cattle.

A.D. 1215.

Dionisius O'Lonargan, archbishop of Cashel,

died at Rome.

Conor O'Heny, bishop of Killaloe, died on his

way home, while retm'ning from the fourth general

council of Lateran.

Annudli O'Murray, bishop of Conmaicne,' and

j\Iaolpoil O'Mmray, prior of Dungiven, died.

Trad O'Maoilfabhail, chief of Kinel Fergusa,

with his brother, and many others, were slain by

Muiredagh, son of the great steward of Leamhna.^

Donagh O'Duyiorma, chiefof Breadagh, died in

the black abbey church of Derry.

Angus O'Carolan, chief of Clan Dermod, was

slain by his own kinsmen.

MuiTogh Mac Cathmail, cliief of Kinel Fera-

dith, died.

Mac Can, cliief of Kinel Aongusa, was slain by

his kinsmen.

Ror}- O'Flpin, lord of Berks', died.

GioUa Cuitrigh Mac Cargamna, cliief of Muintir

Maoilsiona (Fox, of Teffia,) died.

Giola Caomgin O'Kelly, of Bregia, was taken

prisoner by the EngUsh, in St. Petei-'s monasteiy

at Athlone, and hanged by them at Trim.

Teige Mac Eitigen, a chief of Clan Dermod,^

died.

2. Crioch Cairbre, the barony of Carburry, in Sligo.

1. Bishop of Conmaicne, that is, bishop of Ardagh, who is called

by Ware, Adam O'Murray.

2. Kinel Fergusa, a tribe of the Kinel Owen; see note on Tir

Ecain. The Steicard of Leamhna. This was Slurdoch, son

of the Mormair, or the great Steward of Lennox, in Scotland ; one

of the chiefs who came over with the Mac Doimells, and other

Scots who invaded the north of Ireland at this period. Ogygia

II. p. 306.

3. Derlais, a district in the county of Antrim, in Hy Tuirtxe,

of which O'FUtiu was chief. See note on Dalaradia.

4. Clan Dermod. See note on Hy Maine.
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A. D. 1216,

Mahon O'Laverty, (or O'Flaherty,) chief of

Clan Donal,' died.

Giolla-ArnainO'Martain, chief Brehon, orjudge

of Ireland, died.

Tomaltach, son of Hugh, son of Ai'aghtagh

O'Rody, was slain by Donal^ son of Hugh Mac
Dei-mott.

Eaghdon Mac Qilli-Uider,^ coarb of St. Pa-

trick, and pi'imate of Ireland, died at Rome, after a

well spent life.

Malachy Mac Dermott was slain by the people

of Ferkall, and those of Myler Fitz Henry.

Moragh, son of Roderick O'Conor, died.

The castle of Killaloe was erected by Geoffrey

Marisco, and the Enghsh bishop (of Norwich,) also

erected a mansion there, despite of all opposition.

Henry III. was proclaimed king of England, on

the 19th of October.'

A. D. 1217.

GioUa Tigernagh Mac GioUa Ronan, bishop of

Oriel, (Clogher,) and chief canon of Ireland, died,

after penance and repentance.

Dermod, son of Conor Mac Dermott, lord of

Moylurg, died.

Mor, the daughter of O'Brien, (that is, Donal,)

the wife of Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor, died.

Donal O'Gara, died.

Nial, the grandson of Loughhn O'Conor, died.

Telge O'Ferrall was slain by Muragh Carragh

O'Ferrall.

Gillpatrick Mac Acadhain, chief of Clan Fer-

maighe,' died.

Donal, son of Murragh Mac Coghlan, lord of the

greater portion of Delvin, was treacherously slain

by the sons of Malachy Mac Coghlan, at Liath-

di'uim.'^

1. Clan Donnl. There was a district so called, near Lough Con,
in the county of Mayo.

•2. Mac Gilli. Uidhir. This was Eugene Mac Gillirider, arch-
bjshiip <f Armagh.

:!. King John, died on the 19!h of October, A.D. 1216, and
was succeeded by his son Henry III.

1. Clnn Fermn'icfhe, according to O'Dugan, was a district in

Brefiiey, of wliich Mac Cagadhain was cliief, a name sometimes
anglicised Mac Egan, and by others, Mac Coggan.

2. Liathdru'tm, probably the parish of Leitrim, in the county of
Gahvay.

3. May Eeleoq, a district in the parish of Crossmolina, mMayo.
The district of the Two Backs, m Mayo, has been already explained.

Cathal Fionn (the Fair) O'Laghtna, chief of the

Two Backs, was killed in his own house, by

O'Flynn, of Moy Eleog.*

A.D. 1218.

Clemens, bishop of Lieney (Achonry,) died.

Giolla-na-naomli (or (iioUanaueev) O'Gormley,

priest of Rathluraigh,' died while on a pilgrimage.

MaoHiosa O'Doighre, airciiieach of Derry

Cohimkiile, died oa the 8th of December, after

having presided for forty years, and having done

eveiy^ possible service to the church and to the

counlry.

The church of the monasteiy of Boyle was con-

secrated.

Murtogh O'Flynn, lord of Hy Tuirti'e, was

slain by the Enghsh ; and Congalach O'Cuinn
(O'Quiini,) chief of Moy Lugad,'^ and of the entire

of Siol Cathusaigh, who was the lower of bravery,

Jiospltalily, and magnanimily of the north of Ire-

land, was al->o slain by the English on the same

day.

Rory and Malachy, the sons of Mac Coghlan^

died m the monastery of Kilbeggain.^

Longhliii O'Conor died in the monastery of

Cnoc Muaidhe.'*

The English of Meath, and Murtogh Carrach

O'Ferrall, plundered the tenitory of Hy Criuin,

of the Shannon, but were overtaken by Dermod,

son of Torlogh, son of Mtlaghlin, with a party of

the Conacians, who defeated the Enghsh, ofwhom
upwards of one hmidred were eillier di'owned or

slain ; and O'Conor himself, and many of his

party, were also killed m the thick of the fight.

A.D. 1219.

Hugh O'Malone, bishop of Clonmacnois, v.-as

drowned.

1. Rathhtra'icjh, that is, Ardstraw, a parish partly in the barony
of Omagh, but chiefly in that of Strabane, county of T.yrine ; it

was an ancient liishop's see, which was removed to Derry in

A.D. ]lo8.

2. Marjh Lugnd, according to the brnks of Leacan and Bally-

mote, lay in Kianaght of Glengiven, now tlie barony of Kenaught,
in the county of Derry. Keating states that one of the plains

clearci! hy Nemetius, was Moy-I.ughaidh, in Hy Tuirfre.

3. KUheyabiy now the parish of KUbcggan, in the barony of

Moyoashel, Westmcath, where a monastery was founded by
St. Becan, about A.D. CUO.

4. Cnoc il/«//(rf/?f, now the parish of Abbeyknockraoy, in the

barony of Tyaquin, county of Galway : where an abbey was founded
m A. D. 1189, by Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor, in commemoration of
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Fonachtan O'Bronain, the abbot of Deny,
died, and was succeeded by Flau O'Brolchain.

Malachy, son of O'Conor of Maoiimoy, was

slaiii by Magnus, sou of Torloi^li O'Couor, after

the latter had forcibly taken his house at Clon-

tuaiscert.'

O'Donnell {i.e. Donal More,) mai-ched his forces

into the Gai-bh Thrian of Connaught, and ob-

tained hostages, and the submission of O'Eom-ke,

O'Reilly, aud the entire tribe of Hugh Fionn.-

Ile aftei-wards led his forces tlu'ough Fermanagh,

and spoiled every place through which he passed,

both chui-ch and country, wherever he was op-

posed.

Walter de Lacy, and Mac Wiiham Bui'ke,

anived fi-om England.

Duvdai-a, son of Mtiireagh O'Malley, was put

to death in prison b}' Cailial Crovdearg O'Conor,

in his own fortress, for his misdeeds.'

Enda, son of Danair O'iMdollcliiarain, died.

A.D. 1220.

Jacobus arrived in Ireland as the Pope's legate,

to ai'range and settle the ecclesiastical ati'airs of Ire-

land, after which he returned.

Deriuod, sou of Roderick O'Conor, son of Tor-

logh More (monarch of Ireland.) was sLiiu, on his

voyage from the Hebrides, by Thomas Mac
Uchtrs'. Demaod collected a fleet, with which he

was coming, for the purpose of having liimself

made king of Connaught ; Mulrooney O'Dowd
was di'o\\iied on the same expedition.

Malachy, son of Malachy Beag (the Little,) was

di-ov>'ned iii Lough Ree.

Dermod, son of Biyan the Blind, was treacher-

ously killed by the son of Mahon O'Brien.

Walter de Lacy, and the Enghsh of Meath,

a great victory whicli he obtained there over the English ; hence
it is said the monastery was called de colle victoria.

1. Clontusltert, a parish in the county of Galway.
2. Hugh Fionn, or Hugh the Fair, was one of the ancient kings

of Connaught, and ancestor to the O'Rourkes and O'Reillys, princes

of the tno Brefneys. The Garb Tricot, signifies the Rough Dis-
trict, a name applied to the mountainous part of the county of
Leitrini.

3. The O'JIalleys were chiefs of Hy Slaille, or Umalia, now the

barony of Murrisk, in the county of Mayo.

1. Athliag, or Athleague,was the ancient name of the ford on the

Shannon at Lanesborougb, between Longford and Rosconunon; so

marched their forces to Athleague,' where they

partly erected a castle, but Cathal Crovdearg, with

his party, crossed the Shannon, eastward by the

Feny, which so much temfied the Enghsh, that

they made peaceable terms, and the Conacians

demohshed the castle.

The Cairneach Riabhach (?". e. the Grey Friar)

Mac Flanchadha, and Fergal Mac Samlu'adhain,

were slain by Hugh O'Rom-ke (i. e. the son of

DouneU, son of Fergal,) and the Clan Fermaighe.^

A.D. 1221.

Cormac, abbot of Comar,' was slain.

The son of Hugo de Lacy came to Ireland, con-

traiy to the command of the king of England, and

having joined Hugh O'XeiU against the English,

they first proceeded to Colerain, and thsmantled

the castle, and fi-om thence marched to Meath and

Lemster, and reduced the country on that expedi-

tion. The Anglo-Irish collected twenty-four

battalions at Dundalk, but Hugh O'Neill, aud de

Lacy collected four large battahons, and marched

against the English, who submitted to O'Neill

on his own terms.

A.D. 1222.

Mac Gealan, bishop of Kiklare, died.

Ailoin O'Mulloy, bishop of Fenis, died.

Maoilisa O'Flj^nn, prior of Eas Mac Ere,' died.

Teige O'Boyle, the prosperity and support of

the north of Ireland, the bestower of rich presents,

and patron of learned men, died.

NiaU O'Neill violated Deny, in defiance of the

daughter of O'Kane, but God and Columkille

were avenged for this, for he did not Uve long after-

wards.

that it appears that this castle was buUt in the vicinity of that

place, on the banks of the Shannon.

•2. Mac Flanchadha, was Mac Clancy, and Mac Samradhain

wa» Mac Gauran, sometimes anglicised to Somers. Both were
chiefs in Leitrim and Cavan, as will be fully explained in the note

on Bre&ey.

1 . Comar was probably the Cistercian abbey of Comber, in the

county of Down, or perhaps Commer, now the parish of

Kilmacrcen, county of Galway, where there was also a religious

establishment.

1. Eas Mac Ere. There was a place so called, in the parish of

Donagh, barony of Inisowen, county of Donegal. See also p. 34.
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Giolla Mochoinni O'Cahal, lord of eastern and

western Kinel Hugh, was slain by Shaughnusagh

Macgiollananeev O'Shaughnusy, after ha%dng been

betrayed by his own people.

Mor, daughter of O'Boyle, the wife of Awlave

O'Beollain (O'Boland,) died.

A.D. 1223.

Maoliosa, son of Torlogh O'Conor, prior of Inis-

meodhoin,' died.

Du\1;hagh O'Duffy, abbot of Cong, died.

O'Donnell (Donal More,) marched his forces to

Croaghan of Connaught,from thence to the Tuatha,

and proceeded westward across the river Suck,

and devastated, by fire and sword, every district

through which he passed, compelling them to give

hostages, and make their submission.

Seachnusagh Macgiollananeev O'Shaughnusy,

was killed by Clan Cuilein,^ who carried off the

great crozier of St. Colman of Kilmacduagh.

Murogh Carragh O'FeiTall was slain by a dart,

while making an attack on Hugh, son of Awlave

O'Ferrall.

A.D. 1224.

The monaster}'- of St. Francis, at Athlone, was

founded by Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor, king of

Connaught, in the diocese of Clonmacnois, on the

east bank of the Shannon.

Maolmuire O'Conmaic, bishop of Hy Fiachra,

and of Kinel Hugh,' died.

The bishop of Conmaicne, i. e. the English

bishop,^ died.

Maurice, the canonist, son of Roderick O'Conor,

one of the most eminent of the Irish for learning,

psalmody, andpoetry, died,and was buriedat Cong.

Maolkeevin O'Scingin, aircineach of Ardcarna,*

died.

1. Inis Meodhain, an island in Lough Mask, county of Mayo.
2. Clan CiiUein, a district in tlie east of the county of Clare, of

which the Mac Namaras were chiefs.

1

.

Bishop of Hy Fiachra and of Cinel Hugh, that is, bishop of

Kilmacduagh.
2. Bishop of Conmaicne, or Ardagh, mentioned by Ware as

Robert, ^ Cistercian monk.
3. Ard Carna, or Ardcame, a parish in the barony of Boyle,

county of Roscommon, had in early times a monastery, and was a
bishop's see.

4. Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor, was the son of Torlogh, monarch
of Ireland, and brother to king Roderick O'Conor, not his son, as

Maolisa Mac-an-EspoIg O'Maolfaghmair, par-

son and bishop elect of Hy Fiachra and Hy
Amalgaidh (Killala,) was slain by the son of

O'Dowd, a crime the more culpable in him, for

none of the O'Dowds ever before killed an eccle-

siastic.

An awful and strange shower fell in Connaught,

extending over Hy Maine, Sodain, Hy Diarmada,

and other parts, followed by terrible diseases and

distempers among the cattle that grazed on the

lands where this shower fell ; and their milk pro-

duced, in tlie persons who drank it, extraordinary

internal diseases. It was manifest that these were

evil omens, foreboding misfortunes to the people

of Connaught, as they sustained irreparable loss and

calamity in the same year by the death of Cathal

Crovdearg, the son of Torlogh More O'Conor, and

king of Connaught, the man who had, dm'ing a

long time, destroyed more of the traitors and

enemies of Ireland than any other had done, the

chief supporter of the clergy, and benefactor of

the poor and indigent—a man in whom God had

implanted more goodness and greater virtues than

in any other of the Irish nobility in his time. From
the period of his wife's death till his own, he led a

single and virtuous life. During his reign tithes

were first lawfully collected in Ireland. This

upright and noble prince, this warrior of pure

piety and just judgments, died on the 28th day of

Summer, on a Monday, in the habit of a grey

fiiar, in the monastery of Knockmoy, which he

himself had dedicated to God, and granted to the

monks, with its site and lands, and in which he was

inten'ed with due honours and solemnity. The

place of Cathal Crovdearg's birth was at the Port

of Lough Mask, and he was nurtured and educated

in Hy Diarmada, with Teige O'Conceanain.*

stated by several writers. He was long celebrated amongst the

Irish, as a valiant warrior, and got the name Croibhdearg, signi-

fying, of the Red or Bloody Hand, from the many battles he fought

against the English. He was king of Connaught for many years,

and made many energetic efforts to restore the Irish monarchy.

Amongst the many victories he gained, was the battle ofKnockmoy,

A.D. 1189, in which he cut off the English forces commanded by

the valiant Almeric de St. Lawrence, ancestor to the earls of

Howth. In commemoration of this battle, he founded a great

Cistercian monastery at Knockmoy, in the county of Galway, which

was known imder the name de colle victoria, that is, of the liill of

victory. Amidst the venerable ruins of Knockmoy, are still to be

seen some interestmg remains of the magnificent monument of

Crovdearg O'Conor.
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Hugh O'Conor, (Cathal Crovdearg's son),

succeeded immediately, mthout opposition, as king

of Connauglit, for he held the hostages of

Connaught previous to his father's death.

Hugh, in maintenance of the laws and functions

of a prince, when about to assume the government.

On Irish proper names. It may here not be unnecessary to

give an explanation of some of the proper and Christian names of

men and women tliat frequently occur in the course of these

Annals. Many of these Irish names appear strange and uncouth

to the mere English reader, though if their etymology and pro-

nunciation were perfectly understood, they would be found truly

beautiful, euphonious, and expressive. A few examples are given,

as follows ;

—

Andli, pronounced Ee and E, was one of the most frequent

names of kings and chiefs amongst tlie Irish. The word signifies

fire, and was probably derived from the Druidical worship. The
name has been anglicised into Hugh, aud latinised variously,

Hugo, Aedus, Aedanus, Aldus, and Odo.

Aongiix, the name of kings and chiefs, pronounced Angus,
derived from Aon, excellent, and Gia; strength. This has become

a surname, Mac Aongusa, or Mac Gennises, lords of Iveagh.

Ardijal, a name of chiefs, from Aril, exalted, and gnl, valour.

Art, a name of kings and chiefs, derived from Art, noble. It

was a frequent name amongst the O'Neills. It has been anglicised

to Arthur.

Brian, a name of kings and chiefs, derived from Bri, strength,

and an, very great, that is, a warrior of great strength. It has

been anglicised into Bryan and Bernard. It has become a surname

in the great family of the O'Briens, kings of Thomond, as derived

from their ancestor, Brian Boroimhe.

Brandubh, the name of a king of Leinster in the sixth century,

signifying the Black Raven, from the colour of his hair, the

word Bran signifying a Raven, and Diihh, black. Tlie O'Brains

or O'Bymes, chiefs of Wieklow, derived their descent from this

king.

Blosgach, the name of a chief, signifies a strong man, or a

smasher. This has become the surname of Mac Blosgaidh, or

Mac Closkey, a clan in Derry.

Cathal, a frequent name of kings and chiefs, signifies a great

warrior, from Cath, a battle, and all, great.

Cathaoir, or Cathair, also a frequent name of kings and

chiefs, has a similar signification from Cath, a battle, and ar,

slaughter.

In the pronunciation of these names the t is silent, and they are to

be pronounced Cah-al and Cali-ir. It may be remarked that both

these names have been absurdly anglicised into Charles.

Cormac, a name of kings and chiefs, signifies the son of the

Chariot, from corb, a chariot, and mac, a son. Cairhre, a fre-

quent name of kings and chiefs, probably derived from the same
source, as corb, a chariot, and i?i, a king, hence may signify the

chief or ruler of the chariot.

Conn, a name of kings and chiefs, may be derived from Conn,

wisdom or sense ; or from Cu, which signifies a hound, and was
figuratively applied to a warrior, as the genitive case of Cu makes
Con. This was a favourite name with the chiefs of the

O'Neills, from Conn of the Hundred Battles, monarch of Ireland,

one of their ancestors.

ConaU, a name of kings and chiefs, derived either from Conall,

friendship, or from Cn, making in the genitive Con, signifying a

warrior, and all, mighty, an instance of which may be given in the

famous warrior Conall Cearnaeh, or Conall the Victorious.

Cathbhar, pronounced Cah-war, was a favourite name amongst
the chiefs of the <J'DonnelIs, and signifies a helmeted-warriur,

from Cathbhar, a heliuet, or perhaps from Cath, war or battle,

and Barr, a chief.

Conchiibhar, or Conchobhar, pronounced Con-coo-var, a fre-

quent name of kings and cliiefs, derived from Cu or Con, a war-
rior, and Cobhair, aid ; hence it signifies the helping warrior.

This name has been anglicised into Conor, and latinised Cornelius.

commanded the eyes of the son of O'Monaghan
to be put out, becatise he had committed a rape,

and the hands and feet of another to be cut otl',

because he had committed a robbery.

Hugh O'Conor, of Maonmoy, died on his jour-

ney home from Jerusalem and the river Jordan.

It also, like many others, became a surname, as in the great family

of the O'Conors, kings of Connaught, and others of that name in

Ireland.

We find several names of chiefs commencing with Cu, which
signifies a hound, and figuratively a swift-footed warrior, as for

instance, Cuclndlain, a famous warrior of the Red Branch Knights

of Ulster, the name signifying the warrior of Ulster, as Ulladh,
or Ulster, is some times inflected Ullain.

Cu-Ulladh, a frequent name of chiefs, also signifies the warrior

of Vlladh, or Ulster. Cu-Midhe, signifying the warrior of

Meath, is also a frequent name of chief's.

Cucho7inacht, signifies the warrior of Connaught, and was a

favourite name of the Mac Guires, chiefs of Fermanagh. This

name has been anglicised into Conor, and Constantine.

Boinhnall, pronounced Don-all, and anglicised Daniel, a name
of kings and chiefs, became also a surname, as in the great family

of the O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnell.

Donnoch, or Bonnchu, a name of kings and chiefs, frequent

among the O'Briens, derived probably from Bonn, brown, and Cu,

a warrior, therefore might signify the brown-haired warrior. The
name is pronounced Bonoyh, and anglicised Denis. It has also

become a surname, as in the clans of the Mac Donoghs, and
O'Donoghoes.
Biarntaid, or Biarm,nid, a name of kings and chiefs, which,

according to O'Brien, is derived from Bia, a god, and Armaid,
the genitive plural of Arm, arms, the word thus signifying a god
of arms, an epithet as applied to a warrior equivalent to that of

one of Homer's heroes. Bios Krateros Biomedes, or the god-like

fighting Diomede. "riiis natne has also become a surname, as

Mac Biarmada, or Jlac Dermotts, princes of Moylurg.

Eochaidh, pronounced Eochy, or Eohy, anglicised Achy, and
latinised Eochadius, Achadius, and Achaius, a name of many kings

and chiefs, is derived from Each or Each, a steed, and therefore

sigiufies a horseman or kniglit.

Eachmarcach, and EachmiUdh, names of chiefs, have a

similar significatiou, the first derived from Each, a steed, and mar-
each, a rider ; the second from Each, a steed, and MlUdh, a

kniglit.

Eiijneachnn, derived from Eigean, force, and Neach, a person,

and may signify a plundering chief.

Eogan, a name of kings and chiefs, signifies a young man or

youthful warrior. This name has been anglicised into Owen and

Eugene, in Latin, Eugenius. It was a favourite name of the

O'Neills, from their ancestor Eogan, son of Niall of the Hostages,

monarch of Ireland.

Feidhllm, or Feidhlimidh, a name of kings and chiefs, which,

according to Cormac's Glossary, signifies great goodness, and is

probably derived from Feile, hospitality, hence it may signify a

man of hospitality. The name is pronounced Felim, or Phelim,

and has been anglicised to Felix.

Fcargal, a name of kings and chiefs, derived from Fear, a man,

and gal, valour, hence signifying a valiant warrior. It has become

a surname, as O'Feargail, or O'Ferralls, princes of Anally. This

was a favourite Christian name of the O'Ferralls, O'Rourkes, and

O'Reillys.

Feargus, or Fergus, a frequent name of kings and chiefs,

derived from Fear, a man, and gns, strength, hence it signifies a

strong warrior.

Fiaclta, a frequent name of kings and chiefs from the earliest

ages, and derived from Fiaeha, a hunter, which probably had
its origin from the occupation or amusement of hunting, so

frequent in early times. Nuurod for instance, in the Scriptures,

is mentioned as a mighty hunter.

Flann, a name of kings and chiefs, a word which signifies of a
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Doncathach, son of Aireactach O'Rody, chief

of Clan Tomaltaidh, died on his pilgrimage at

Tobur Patrick.'

Maoilseachlin, son of Teige O'Kelly, lord of

Hy Maine, died.

GioUa-na-neev Crom O'Shaughnessy, lord of

the western half of Kiuel Hugh of Echtgi,

died.

Donal O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, died.

Cucanan O'Concanan died.

red complexion. It has become a surname, as O'Flainn, or
O'Flynns, of whom there were several clans, and the O'Flanagans
are derived from the same source.

Fionn, the name of kinjfs and chiefs, signifies fair-haired, and
the word is prefixed to many names.

Flnithhherirtach, pronounced Flaherty, the name of chiefs.

This word, which may appear in the Irish to have an uncouth
sound, is really a euphonious name, of expressive sig^nification, being
derived from Flaitli, a chief, and beartach, of deeds, and may,
therefore, siirnify a chief of noble deeds. It has become a sur-
name, as of the O'FIahertys, chiefs of West Connaught.

Guaire, a name of kings and chiefs, which signified noble or ex-
cellent. Guaire, an ancient king of Coimaught, was celebrated for

his hospitality.

Gearrmaide, a name of some chiefs, derived from Gearr,
short, and maide, a stick, which might signify the chief of the
short cudgel : the first probably who obtained this was distinguished
for his stick-fighting.

GloUa. This word is prefixed to many names, chiefly to those
of ecclesiastics, and signifies a servant, or disciple, for instance
Giolla-an-choimhdhe, signifying the servant of the Trinity, from
Coimhde, the Trinity ; Giolla-Iosa, the servant of Jesus ; a name
which has been latinised into Gelasius ; GioUa-Criost, the servant
of Christ ; GioUa-Muire, the servant of the Virgin Mary ; Giolla-
na-naomh, pronounced Gioltn-nn-neev, signifying the servant ofthe
saints

; GioUa-Peadair, or the servant of St. Peter ; Giolla-Poil,
or servant of St. Paul ; GioUa-Michil, the servant of St.
Michael ; Giolla-Patraig, the servant of St. Patrick ; Giolla-
Coluim, or servant of St. Columkille ; Giolla-Brighde, the servant
of St. Bridget; Giolla-Ciarain, the servant of St. Kiaran; Giolla-
Caomhain, the servant of St. Kevin ; GioUa-Easbuig, the servant
of the bishop, &c.

Maol is also prefixed chiefly to the names of ecclesiastics, and
signifies a bald or tonsured person, who became the spiritual ser-
vant of some saint, as for instance Maol-Iosa, or the servant of
Jesus ; Maol-Muire, or the servant of the Virgin Mary ; Maol-
Peadair, or the servant of St. Peter ; Maol- Poll, or the servant of
St. Paul; Maol-Patraig, or the servant of St. Patrick ; Maol-
Coluim, or the servant of St. Columkille, a name known as Mal-
colm, and which was borne by many of the kings of Scotland.

Mrioheachlain, signifying the servant of St. Sechnall, or Seach-
lan, was a name frequent amongst the kings and chiefs of Meath,
of the Hy Nialls. This name has been anglicised to Malachy

;

it also became a surname of that clan, under the name
O'Melaghlin.

Mnolmordha, a name which has been anglicised to Myles, or
Miles, was a favourite name of the chiefs of the O'Reillys.

Midrckeartttch, a frequent name of chiefs, may lie derived from
Muir, the sea, and ceai-t, a right, hence might signify a naval
warrior, or a chief establishing his rights at sea. The name has
been anglicised to Murtogh.

Mu'ireadhach, a. name of kings and chiefs, which may also be
derived from Muir, the sea, and Eadhach, a protector, a name
equivalent to that of admiral. It has been anglicised Morogh, and
Maurice.

NMl, a name of many kings and chiefs, derived from Nladh,
a cliarapion, or mailed knight, and all, noble, hence signifies a
noble knight, or armed champion. This became the tribe-name of

Mahon, son of Carney O'Kerin, lord of Ciar-

raidhe of Lough-na-naimeadh,'' died.

The cornwas unreaped till the festival of St. Brid-

get,when the ploughing commenced (a delay), occa-

sioned by war, and the inclemency of the weather.

Maurice Fitzgerald,' from whom are descended

the Geraldines of Kildare and Desmond, founded

a monastery at Youghal, in the diocese of Cluan-

insi-Mumhan (Cloyne), for friars of the order of

St. Francis.

the Hy Nialls, who were descended from Niall of the Hostages,
monarch of Ireland.

Eudhralghe, or Iiuadliraiy!ie,a. name of kings and chiefs, may
be derived either from Ruadh, valiant, and Rk/li, a king ; or,

Rundh, red, and High, a king, and may therefore signify the
valiant king, or ihe red-haired king. This name has been anglicised

to Rory and Roderick.

Toirdhealbluich, pronounced Torlogh, a name of kings and
chiefs, derived from Torja tower, and rfta?iAftcA, form, signifying a
man of tower-like stature. This name has been anglicised toTerence.

Tomaltach , a name of chiefs, derived from Tontailt^ provisions,

or good living, hence signified a man of hospitality. It has been
anglicised to Thomas

Tnathal, pronounced Tua-hal, a name of kings and chiefs,

deriveil from Tuatha, territories, that is, a man possessed of a
large landed property, or a lordship, has become a surname, as

O'fuath.iil, or O'Toole.

Tighcarnait, or Tiurnan, a name of chiefs, derived from Tiarna,
a lord. This was a favourite name among the chiefs of the

O'Rourkes. It also became a surname, as Mac Tieruan, or Mac
Keman.

Tadhg, or Teige, a frequent name, signified originally, a poet.

Valgarg, a name of chiefs amongst the O'Rourkes, derived

from Uaill, famous, and garg, fierce, signifying a famous and
fierce warrior.

A few names of women may be here given as specimens, as for

instance, Bebimi, derived from Be, a woman, and biim, melodious.

Barrdiibh, a dark-haired woman, from Barr, the hair, and
duhh, dark.

Dearforgail, or Dervorgil, signifies a purely fair daughter,

from Dear, a daughter, asiiforgil, purely fair.

Duhhdeasa, or Dudeasa, signifies a dark-haired beauty, from
Bnhh, dark, and deas, beautiful.

Feithfailge, a beautiful and fanciful name, derived from Feith,

a honey-suckle, and failge, of rings, hence it signifies a honey-
suckle of ringlets.

Fionnghuula, signifies a fair-shouldered woman, from Fiom,
white, and guala, shoulders. This name has been anglicised to

Penelope.

Flanna, signifies a red or rosy complexioned beauty.

Laaairfhioiia, signifies a wine or rosy comple.xioned woman.
Mar, afrequent name of women, signifies a fine or majestic woman.
5. Clan romHWi-ziWAjadistrict, according toO'Dugan, in the ter-

ritory of Croaghan in Connaught, in the present county of Ros-
common. Tohar Pndraig or St. Patrick's well, a place of pil-

grimage, in the pariah of Annagh, barony of Costello, county
of Mayo, where a church was founded by the abbot Maolbrighde
O'Maigin, in A.D. 1-225.

6. Clarraidhe-Loch-na-nnirneadh, which O'FIaherty calls

Kerry, of Loch JIairne, lay in the parish of Aghamore, barony
of Costello, county of Mayo.

7. Maurice Fitzgerald. The Fitzgeralds trace their descent

from the dukes of Tuscany. Some of the family, from Florence,

settled in Normandy, and came from thence to England with \Vil-

liam the Conqueror. Maurice Fitzgerald came to Ireland with
Robert Fitzstephen, and other Anglo-Norman chiefs, A.D. 11G9,

and assisted Strongbow in the reduction of Ireland. He is thus

described from Cambrensis and Holingshed :—" A man he was,
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WLAVE O'BEO-
LAN, aircineach of

Drumcliff, a learned

man, and a Biatach,'

died.

O'Mulbrenan, abbot

of the monastei-y of

Boyle, died from the

accidental effects of

bloodletting.

Maolbrigihde O'Mai-

gi'i. abbot of Tobar-

patrick, a son of purity

and wisdom, died.

He founded the church

of Tobarpatrick, which

he completed, with its sanctuary and crosses, at

great pains, and dedicated it in honour of St.

Patrick, the Virgin Mary, and the Apostles.

GioUa-an-Choimde Mac Giollacharraidh, a dig-

nified priest, and parson of Taughboine, died.

Dionisius O'Mulkiaian, aii-cineach of Ai'dcame,

died.

GioUacou-pthe O'Mugi-oin died, and was inter-

red at Cong of St. Feichin.

O'Neill mustered a powerful force, and marched

into Connaught, to aid the sons of Roderick

O'Conor, namely, Torlogh and Hugh, at the

instance of Duinnoig Mac Oireachtaidh (Mac

Geraghty), head chief of Siol Murray (Roscom-

mon), to be revenged of O'Conor (Hugh), who

had dispossessed him of his territory ; but when

lioth honest and wise, and for truth and valour very noble and
famous, a man of his word, of constant mind, and of a certain bash-

fulness, well coloured, and of good countenance, of middle stature,

and compact at all points, courteous, gentle, and moderate, a

jiattern of sobriety and good behaviour j a man of few words ; ids

s|He<4ies more full of wit and reason than of words; more
wisdom he had than eloquence ; in martial affairs bold, stout, and
valiant, and yet not hasty to run headlong into any adventure, liut

when an attempt was once taken in hand, he would strictly pur-

sue and follow the same." He was appointed chief governor of

Ireland, A.D. 1173, by Henry II., and be and his descendants got

large grants of lands in Leinsterand Munster, chiefly in the coun-

ties of Kildare, Wicklow, Wexford, Cork, and Kerry. He died

A.D. 1177, and was buried in the abbey of the Grey Friars at

AVexford. From him was descended the above Maurice Fitzgerald,

and the noble family of the Fitzgeralds, one of the most distin-

guished in Ireland A branch of them were, down to the reign of

Ehzabeth, earls of Desmond, and had immense possessions in the

counties of Cork and Kerry. Another branch became barons of

Otfaly, earls of Kildare, and dukes of Leiuster. There have been

Mac Oireachty turned against Hugh O'Conor,

the Siol Mm-ray, and the people of West Con-
naught, headed by Hugh O'Flaherty, lord of

West Connaught, and all the Irish of the province,

except Mac Dermott (Cormac, son of Tomaltach),

rose in opposition to him. As to O'Neill, he did

not halt until he arrived in the middle of Siol

MmTay, from whence he proceeded to the wood
of Athlone, where he remained encamped for two

nights at the mill of Guanach, luitil he devastated

Lough Nen, from which he carried away aU the

treasiu'es of O'Conor. From thence he marched

to Cam Fraoich,^ where Torlogh, son of Roderick

O'Conor, was inaugurated by O'Neill and his

party ; for all the clans, except the supporters of

Hugh, namely, Mac Dermott, David O'Flynn,

and a few others, gave their support to the sons

of Roderick.

The son of Cathal Crovdearg then came to a

resolution to repair to the English, at the castle at

Athlone ; and it happened fortunately for him

that the English nobility of Ireland were then

assembled there, most of whom were his friends

on his own account, as well as on that of his father,

for they were both tributaries to the English.

The English received him gladly, and he remained

s\ ith them for some time, on very friendly terms.

The lordjustice, andmany of the English nobility,

gave him their support, and were joined by

Donagh Cairbreach O'Brien, and O'Melaghlin,

(lord of Meath), with their forces.

The people of Moy Ai, and those of the Tuatha

of Connaught, (in Roscommon), having received

intelligence of the muster of the forces, fled, with

also many other eminent families of the name in Ireland. The

earls of Desmond and Kildare were frequently lords deputie and

chief governors of Ireland, down to the reign of Elizabeth. Tlie

noble family of the Gerahlines freijuently joined the Irish against

the English government; hence they were charged by English wri-

ters as having become Irish in language and manners, and Hiber-

nls ipsis Hiberniores, or more Irish than the Irish themselves.

1. Biatachs were an order of persons very numerous in Ireland,

in ancient times appointed to keep houses of hospitality, for the

entertainment of travellers and the poor ; and the establishments

over which they presided had endowments and grants of lands

for the public use, and free entertainment for all persons who stood

in need of it ; and from these arose the term Ballybiatach, so com-

mon in Ireland as a name for a townland, which signified land ap-

propriated to these purposes. In early times these appear to have

been used for supportuig the mUitary on their march.

•2. Co™ frnoic/i, above mentioned, was the place of inaugura-

tion of the O'Couors as kings of Connaught, and was situated near

Tulsk, in the county of Roscommon.

G 2
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their flocks and property, into the temtory of

Lieney and Tyrawley, and left the sons of Rode-

rick, with a small army, who, with what men they

could assemble, retired to Kilkelly.' Hugh, and

the English who aided him, sent the light com-

panies to plunder the adherents of Roderick's

sons, and kept the main army for the purpose of

attacking those of their opponents. Hugh, the

son of Roderick, Donal O'Flaherty, Tiarnan, son

of Cathal Migarun, and the son of Torlogh, son of

Roderick, went to solicit the aid of some friends.

The English, accompanied by Hugh, son of

Cathal Crovdearg, marched to attack Torlogh,

who, perceiving their intention, commanded his

inexperienced leaders, namely, Donagh Oge Mac
Ou-eachty \\dth his recruits, Flaherty O'Flanagan,

and several other young soldiers, to advance with

aU possible speed before him, while he himself

covered the rear ; which movement he effectually

executed, and thus they escaped without any loss.

On the same day, a skinnishing party from

Hugh O'Conor came up with Eachmarcach Mac
Branan, who, while defending his prey of cattle,

was killed by his opponents.

Hugh O'Conor, at the head of the English,

pursued the sons of Roderick, that night, to Mee-

lick, and spent three nights plundering Lieny in

all directions ; but afterwards made peace with

O'Haj'a, and spared the remaining property of the

country, Roderick's sons were, at this time, in the

neighbourhood of Lough Mac Feredaidh, in Glen-

na-Mochart. Hugh advised his English alhes to

plunder the Tuatha of Connaught, Siol Murray,

and also the clan Tomaltaidli, as they had fled.

They determined on this plan, upon which he

led the English by an unfi-equented pass through

the wood of Gatlaigh, until they reached Ath-

tighe-in-messaigh, where they commenced plun-

dering Cxiil Cearnaidh,^ having expeUed the

inhabitants, who fled to Dubhchonga, and the

most of whom were drowned, so that the pools of

the river above the fords, which they endeavom'ed

to cross, were found full of di-owned chikh-en ; and
such of them as escaped the English, and di'own-

3. KilkcUy, in the barony of Costello, county of Mayo.
4. Ciiil Cearnaidh. The places where this warfare occurred,

namely, the Tuatha, Siol Murray, and the Clan Tomaltaidhe, were
in the county of Roscommon. Cuilcarney was a district m the
barony of Gallen, county of Mayo. The river in wliich those persons

ing, fled into Tyrawley, where they wei'e attacked,

and plundered of all their cattle, by O'Dowd.
With respect to the sons of Roderick, the resolu-

tion they came to was, that they would separate

their forces until the English shoidd quit Hugh

;

that Donn Mac Onaghty, and others of their chiefs

shoidd go to the covmtry of O'Flaherty, their

friend and ally; and that the sons of Mm'togh
O'Conor, and Tiarnan Mac Cathail, should go in

quest of their people and cattle, and sue for peace

on their behalf, vnitil the English should separate

from the son of Cathal Crovdearg. Hugh was

then at Mayo ; and the sons of Murtogh Muira-

nagh proceeded thither with sureties, to seek his

pardon and protection.

The people of South Connaught were then in a

veiy unsettled and unhappy condition, for the

English of Leinster and Munster, along with Mur-
togh O'Brien and the English of Desmond, headed

b)' the sheriff of Cork, marched together into their

territory, slew all whom they met, and plundered

their farms and towns. Hugh, son of Cathal

Crovdearg, was much displeased with them, for

coming on such an expedition, for they had not

come at his instigation, but influenced by their own
desire to j)lunder the country, on hearing how
much the lord justice and his English followers

had obtained of the wealth of Connaught on that

occasion. Diu-mg that inctu'sion the foiu' sons of

Mac Murrogh were slain in one place.

It was a woeful visitation of Providence wliich

befel the best province in Ireland at that time, for

no man spared his neighbour, but took advantage

of his misfortunes, and plimdered him ; and many
women, children, and helpless persons among the

peasantry, perished of cold and famine during

those wars.

The sons of Murtogh Muimnagh, having pro-

ceeded as before stated, to sue for protection from

Hugh O'Conor, arrived on the following day at

Kilmeodhain.^ At this place the three EngUsh
armies formed a junction, and the barony was
nearly covered with their forces and those of the

Irish. Hugh O'Flaherty, under protection of the

were drowned, is supposed to liavebeen the Moy. Ath-f'iyhe-in-

7)iessaig}i is Attemas, in the barony of Gallen, county of Jlayo.

6. cm Meodhain, now Kilmaine, a parish in the barony of

Kilmaine, county of Mayo.
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English nobles, and of DonaghCairbreach O'Brien,

his intercessors, came before Hugh O'Conor and

the lord justice, and entered into terms of peace

and protection for his people and propei'ty, on

condition that he should expel from his territoiy

the sons of Roderick. After this, Hugh O'Conor

and his EngUsh allies marched to Tuam, where

he dismissed the English of Leinster and of Des-

mond ; after which, he himself returned back to

O'Flaherty, on whose fidelitj^ he did not depend,

for O'Flaherty kept the sons of Roderick and Donn
Oge Mac Oiraghty under his protection, on the

western side of the lake, (Lough Corrib, in

Galwa)').

At that time Mac Manus parted with the sons

of Roderick (O'Conor), and went into TjTawley

in quest of his people and cattle, which he for-

tunately recovered without loss, and took with

him, under the protection of O'Rourke, who at

that time had plundered PhiUp j\Iac Costello.

Donogh Cairbreach O'Brien, having sent before

him a party with great booty, Hugh, son of

Roderick, and Owen O'HejTie, who had received

intelhgence of it, intercepted them with a small

select party, and ha%ing defeated the Munster

men, recovered the booty, and took some of the

chiefs as hostages. "When Donogh Cairbreach

(O'Brien), heard of these proceedings, he came

to Hugh, son of Roderick, made peace v/ith him,

by the solemn ceremony of extinguishing candles,

andboundhimselfnever againtooppose him,on con-

dition, that he (Hugh), should set liis (Donogh's),

captive friends at hberty. He (Donogh), did not,

however, adhere to his covenant with the son of

Roderick, after his friends were released, for, on

the next occasion, he marched against him with

the forces of Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdeai'g.

After some time Hugh O'Conor and the lord

justice airived at the port of Inis Creamha,'' and

compelled O'Flaherty to suiTender into his hands

Inis, Oilean-na-Circe, and all the vessels on the

lake. The lord justice, after this, returned home,

being escorted a great part of his journey by Hugh
O'Conor, with Mhom the lord justice left many of

G. Inis Creninha was an island on the east of Lough Corrih,
county of Galway. OUean-na-Circe, or the Hen's Island, was
anotlier island in Lough Corrib, where the O'Flahertys had a
castle. The lord justice so frequently mentioned at this period

was Richard de Burgo.

his chief officers and soldiers, for he could depend
only on a few of the Conacians. He (O'Conor),

then delivered into the hands of the English, the

most distinguished heads of his clans as a guarantee

for the pajTnent of theii- tribute, namely, Flaherty

O'Flanagan, Fergal O'Teige, and others of the

chiefs of Connaught, who were obliged to ran-

som themselves. O'Flalicrty, the son of Murtogh
(O'Dowd), and the other chiefs, revolted against

Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg, after the English

army had departed, and joined the sons of

Roderick. Hugh O'Conor then sent messengers

and letters to the lord justice, informing him of

these circumstances, and requesting him to send

him some forces. He was not disapjjointed, for

the English promptly and cheerfully responded to

the call, and their expedition proved profitable to

them, for great was their booty, and small their

loss. The English of Leinster, commanded by

WiUiam Cruse, and the sons of Griffin, were forth-

with sent to his aid.

As soon as these forces arrived, Hugh O'Conor

marched to attack the son of Roderick, passed the

Tochar^ westward, and thence proceeded through

the territoiy of Hy-Diarmada, where he heard

that the son of Roderick then was, with a small

force, as his friends had not as yet come to his

aid. Hugh O'Conor sent his brother, Feidhhm,

with other chiefs, and a large force of the Enghsh
soldiers, to plunder Owen O'Heyne, in Hy-
Fiachra Aidhne ; and they encamped for the

night at Ai'drathan. Intelligence was brought

to O'Flaherty, and to the sons of Murtogh, who
were then preparing to join the son of Roderick,

that the Enghsh had gone to plmider their ally,

Owen O'Heyne, and were at Ardrathan; they,

therefore, made no delay, but all with one accord

pursued them, until they came close on them.

They there held a consultation, and resolved first

to send Tuathal, son of Murtogh (O'Dowd), and

Taithleach O'Dowd, with a hu-ge body of their

forces, to Ardrathan, while O'Flaherty, and the

son of Murtogh, remained outside the town with

their troops. Tuathal and Taithleach marched

7. TochoT signifies a road, or pass ; and the one here mentioned

is probably the ancient road called Tochar Phadraig, or St. Pa-
trick's causeway, which is traditionally stated to have extended

from the abbey of Ballintober, in Eoscommon, to Croagh Patrick,

in ilayo.
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onward with a strong force, attacked the English

in the town with great coui-age and animation, and

made such havoc among them that they were

totally defeated and put to flight, east and west.

The victors closely pm-sued them eastward.

Tuathal, in the first encounter, wounded the

Enghsh constable or commander, and Taith-

leach pierced him a second time, so that he was

left hfeless on the spot. The remainder of the

English who wxre driven out of the town west-

w^ard were met by O'Flaherty, and the son of

Murtogh (O'Dowd), but, unfortunately, they were

defeated by the English, and Mahon, son of Hugh,

son of Conor of Maonmoy ; Gillcreest Mac Der-

mott ; Neill, son of Fergal O'Teige, and others,

were slain in the conflict. The person who slew

Niall O'Teige, namely', the brother of Colen

O'Dempsey, was also slain. As to Roderick's

son, he, O'Flaherty, and their supporters, assem-

bled together, and marched on the following day

southward, until they arrived at Drom Canannain;

but Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg, with his

English allies, pursued them.

The supporters of Roderick's sons now held a

council, and resolved that they should retiu-n home,

which all agreed to do, except Donn Oge Mac
Oiraghty. The other chiefs, however, having left

the royal sons of Roderick O'Conor, with whom
they left but a small force, they proceeded to the

residence of Hugh O'Neill, accompanied by Donn
Mac Oiraghty. Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg,

then attacked O'Flaherty, and took hostages from

him, after which he proceeded to Kilmaine, and

from thence to Mayo, in pursuit of the son of

Mm-togh (O'Dowd), and Tiaman, son of Cathal

Migarainn, who made terms, and obtained pro-

tection for their people and property ; and they

then made theu" submission to Hugh O'Conor, on

the security of Donogh Cairbreagh O'Brien, and

the English nobles. Until then there was no

peace in Connaught, for all its churches and ten'i-

tories had been plundered and laid waste. Ailer

these events, a destructive plague and fever fol-

lowed, and devastated Connaught, entire towns

being depopulated, so that a single h^•ing creature

could not be found in them.

Flan, son of Awlave O'Fallon, chief of Clan

Uadagh,' was slain by Feidlim, son of Cathal

Crovdearg ; and Teige O'Feenaghty, the friend of

Hugh, son of Roderick O'Conor, was slain by the

Mac Egans, in the aforementioned war.

Awlave, son of Fearcair O'Fallon, the worthiest

chief of his own clan, died.

Muireagh O'Feenaghty, chief of Clan Mur-

chadha,^ died on board a vessel on Lough Oirbsin

(Lough Corrib), though in perfect health when he

embarked.

The residence of Conor, son of Teige O'Kelly

(lord of H)^ Maine), and of Ardgal, his brother,

was attacked and set on fire by the sons of Teige

O'Kelly ; and both perished in the flames.

Duarcau O'Hara, Teige O'Hara, and Edaoin,

daughter of Dermod, son of Donal O'Hara,

died.

The people of Munster and the English made

a predatoiy attack on Temion Caolainne,'" but

they were repulsed with slaughter, through the

miracles of God and St. Caolainne.

The corn remained unreaped untU after the

festival of St. Bridget (the 1st of February).

A.D. 1226.

Donum Dei (or Deodatus), bishop of Meath,

died.

Connmach O'Tappa (or O'Tarpa), bishop of

Lieney (Achomy), died.

Hugh, son of Dun O'Sochlachlain, aircineach

of Cong, a learned scribe, skilled in psalmody,

and in many arts and sciences, died.

Matthew O'Maolmoicherghe died.

Tiarnan, son of Cathal Migarun, son of Tor-

loo-h More, who was the most celebrated tanist of

his tribe for hospitality, generosity, and magnani-

8. Clnn Uadnch, a district in the liarony of Athlone, county of

Roscommon, of which, according to O'Dugan, O'Fallon was chief.

O'Fallon had his castle at Milltown, in the parish of Dysart.

9. Cht)i Murchndhn. This territory lay in the county of

Gahvay, on the bordersof Roscommon, adjoinins; Clan Conmhaighe,
of which the O'Feenaghtys were also chiefs. Clan Conmhaighe lay

on both sides of the river Suck, which flows between the counties

of Galway and Roscoimnon, but chiefly in the former, and met

Siol Jlaoilniana at the bridge of Glinsk, which lay in the west of

the county of Roscommon.
10. Termon Caolainne. This was probably Killone, near Ennis,

in the county of Clare, where there was a celebrated Augustinian

abbey, founded AD. ilU.5, by Donald O'Brien, king of Limerick,

and somclimes called Clare abbey ; or perhaps Killanna, in the

parish of Killofin, county of Clare, where the ruius of an ancient

monastery are still to be seen.
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mity for a long period, was slain by Donogh
O'Dowd and his sons.

Nuala, daughter of Roderick O'Conor, and

queen of Ulster,' died at Cong of St. Feichin, and

was honorably interred there, in the church of the

Canons.

Donal, son of Roderick OTlaherty, was slain

by the sons of Miu-togh O'Flaherty, after they,

together with Feihm, son of Cathal Crovdearg,

had taken his house by assault.

Fergal O'Teige, chief of the household of Cathal

Crovdearg (O'Conor), and Hugh, son of Cathal,

were slain by Donsleve O'Gara.

Hugh, son of Donal O'Roui'ke, was slain by
Cathal O'Reilly, aided by Cathal, son of Cormac
O'Mulroony, on Lough Allen (in Leitrim).

Maui-ice Mac Dermott was slain.

The castle of Kilmore (county of Cavan) was
demolished by Cathal O'Reilly.

Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor, took

Hugh O'Flaherty prisoner, and deUvered him into

the hands of the English.

A.D. 1227.

Conor, son of Niall O'Cathamaigh, was slain by
the English soldiers of Leinster, who were at the

time along with the king of Connaught.

Henry O'Melaghlin, and Mm-togh O'MelaghUn
(of Meath), were slain by the Enghsh.

Malachy O'Conor Faily was slain by Cuilen

O'Dempsey.

Giolla Coluim O'Mulloy was slain by O'Moore.
The English of Ireland, having assembled in

Dublin, invited Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg

O'Conor, king of Coiuiaught, to a conference, and

attempted to beti-ay him and keep him prisoner,

but WiUiam Mai-eschal, his friend, an-ived with

some troops, rescued him in despite of the English,

out of the middle of the court-house, and escorted

him into Connaught.

Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg, appointed a

meeting at Lathach Caichtuthbil,' with William

Marisco, son of Jeoffi-ey, lord justice of Ireland.

1 . Queen of Ulster. Tliis daughter of king Roderick O'Conor
seems to have.been the wife of O'Neill, prince of Tirowen, and king
of Ulster.

Only a chosen few of O'Conor's party went beyond
the morass where the meeting was to take place,

namely, Cormac, son of Tomaltach ; Dermod, son

of Manus; Manus, son of Miu-togh O'Conor;
Teige, son of Mahon O'Kerin ; and Roderick

O'Mullrenan, to receive WiUiam Marisco, who
came thither, accompanied by eight horsemen.

O'Conor, remembering their former treachery,

rose in opposition to the English, and incited his

party against them ; and he himself attacked Wil-
liam Maiisco, and made him prisoner on the spot.

The party, thus instigated by O'Conor, obeyed the

call, attacked the English, defeated them, and slew

the constable of Athlone ; they also took prison-

ers Master Slemhny and Hugo Ardin. Hugh
O'Conor sent those Englishmen to pi-ison beyond
Lathach, and then marched with a body of men to

Athlone, where he plundered the market-place,

and biu-ned the entire town. This was a fortunate

circumstance for the Conacians, as many of then-

sons and daughters,and the hostages ofConnaught,

who were detained in bondage by the English,

were released in exchange for the above-named
EngUsh prisoners ; and in addition to this, the

people of Connaught obtained terms of peace.

Donsle\7 O'Gai-a, lord of Sheve Lugha, was
slain by Giolla-roe, his own brother's son, after he

(GioUa-roe) had taken his (Donslevy's) house by
assault at night ; and Giolla-roe himselfwas after-

wards slain there by order of Hugh O'Conor.

Hugh, son of Roderick O'Conor, and Mac
WilUam Burke, marched a powerful force into

North Connaught. They burned Inis Meodhain

(in Lough Mask, county of Mayo), plundered the

country through which they passed, and took

hostages.

Jeoffrey Marisco, and Torlogh, son of Roderick

O'Conor, marched a force into Moy Aoi,^ erected

a castle at Rinn-Duin, and took the hostages of

Siol Murray.

Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg, went to Tir-

connell to O'Donnell, but on his return home with

his wife, the sons of Torlogh (O'Conor), met him

in the neighbourhood of Seaghsa^ (pail of the

1. LatJmch, -which signifies a morass, appears to have been near
Athlone, on the Connaught side of the Shannon.

2, Magh Aoi. This plain, and Ruin Duin, both in Roscommon,
Lave been already described in the notes.
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Curlew mountidns), attacked him, and took his

horses from him, and also his wife, whom they

delivered up as a prisoner into the hands of the

EngUsh.

Torlogh, and the English of Meath, marched

with another force into West Connaught, where

they committed great depredations on Hugh, the

son of Roderick O'Flaherty. They proceeded

from thence into the territoiy of Carra (in Mayo),

where they took hostages from the sons of Mur-
togh ; and they carried away with them a large

number of beeves from every district.

Curaara O'Donnellan was slain in prison by

Roderick Mac Dunslevy, in revenge of his father's

death.

Bryan, son of Conor O'Dermott, was slain.

The castle of Athleague^ was built by Jeotfrey

Marisco.

A. D. 1228,

Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor, king

of Connaught, was treacherously slain by the

English, in the court of Jeoffi-ey Marisco, after he

had been expelled by the Conacians.

A great war broke out in Connaught between

Hugh and Torlogh, sons of Roderick O'Conor,

after the death of the aforementioned Hugh, for

the younger brother would not yield submission

to the elder ; so that the entu-e of Connaught lying

between Ballysadare and the river of Hy Fiachra,

southward, except a small part of Slieve Lugha,

and the territory of Airtagh,' was laid waste by
them.

Niall, son of Congalach O'Rourke, lord of

Dartr}',- and of Clan Fermaighe, was slain by
Art and Awlave, sons of Art, son of Donal
O'Roui-ke. Awlave Gearr (the Short), son of

Niall, son of Congalach, was also slain, while

bathing, by Awlave, son of Art.

Fergal, son of Sitiic O'Rourke, was slain by the

sons of Niall, son of Congalach O'Rom-ke.

8. Afhliag. This place was afterwards called Lanesborough

;

it is partly iu Longford and partly in Roscommon.

1. ^;rfm//(, a district belonging to Mac Dermott, in the barony
of Boyle, county of Roscommon.

2. Dartraiyh, or Vnrtnj, was an extensive territory in the
barony of Rossclogher, county of Leitrim, of which the Mac

Murtogh, son of Flaherty O'Flanagan, was slain

by the sons of Teige O'Gara.

Hugh, son of Donogh O'FeiTall, was slain by
Hugh, son of Awlave O'Ferrall.

David O'Flynn, chief of Siol Maoilruain, and

Roderick O'Mulbrenan, died.

Rickard Mac William Burke was sent to Ire-

land by the king of England, as lord justice.

Hugh, son of Roderick O'Conor, was made
king of Connaught, through the support of the

lord justice and the chiefs of Connaught, thus

usurjjing the rights of Torlogh, his elder brother.

Malachy, son of Torlogh, son of Roderick

O'Conor, was slain by Hugh O'Conor, king of

Connaught.

Excessive dearth prevailed in Connaught in

consequence of the war between the sons of

Roderick O'Conor. Both the churches and the

country were plundered ; the clergy and learned

men were exiled into foreign lands ; and many
persons perished of cold and famine.

A.D. 1229.

The monastery of St. Francis, in Cork, was

founded by Dermod Mac Carthy More.

Muireagh O'Gormley, prior of Inis Mac Nerin,'

the most distinguished man in Connaught for

wisdom and piety, died.

Dermod O'Fiaigh, abbot of the church of Giolla

Molaisi O'GioUarain, from Tuam, died, and was

interred at Aj'dcarne.

Dermod Mac Giolla Carraigh, aircineach of the

house of St. Baoithin, a dignified priest, died, and

was buried in the monastery of the Holy Trinity
;

his body having been taken, as by right, by the

canons of that place, from the monks of the monas-

tery of Boyle, after it had remained three nights

unburied, as the monks had endeavoured to retain

it in their own monastery.

Girrard O'Kane, one of the most eminent of the

order of canons for wisdom, died.

Clancys were chiefs. ClanfermaigUe was another district in

Leitrim. See note on Brefney.

1. InU-Mac-Nerin, or " Inchmacnerin, an island in Lough
Key. St. Colum founded a noble monastery at Easmacncirc, pro-

bably the same with Inchmacnerin, over which he placed St.

Mochonna, his disciple."—See 'VVeld's Survey of the County of

Roscommon.
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Duvesa, daughter of Roderick, and wife of

Cathal Mac Demiott, died a Benedictine nun.

Denmod Mac Carthy, lord of Desmond, died.

Dionysius O'Moore, bishop of Siol Muiredhaidh,

(Elphin), resigned his see in honour of God.

LoughUn O^Monaghan was slain by his uncle.

A.D. 1230.

Florent O'Carolan, bishop of Tyi-one (Derrj-),

a select and dignified sage, died in the eighty-sixth

year of his age.

In this year died GioUa losa O'Clery, bishop of

Lieney (Achonry) ; Joseph Mac Tecedain (or Mac
Teigan), bishop of Conmaicne (Ardagh) ; Magrath

Mac Geoffrey, bishop of Conmaicne; Rool (Ralph)

Petit, bishop of Meath, a select ruler, and soldier

of Christ ; Giolla Covdea O'Duilennain, the coarb

and abbot of the church of Canons at Eass-dara

(Ballysadare) 5 Maolmuire O'Malone, coarb of St.

Kiaran, of Clonmacnois ; Giolla Cartaigh O'Heil-

giusan, a canon and anchorite ; and Dunslevey

A.D. 1230.

1. Tir Eogain and Tir Cona'dl. These ancient aud extensive

territories comprised the present counties of Tyrone, Derry, and
Donegal ; and a full account of them will be necessary, as they

are constantly mentioned throughout these Annals, as connected

with very important events.

I. Tir Eugain. This territory comprised the present counties

of TjTone and Derry, with a large portion of Donegal, between
Lough Foyle and Lough Swilly, namely, the peninsula of Inisowen,

and the greater part of tlie barony of Ilaphoc. It is connected with

some of the earliest events in Irish history. We find, for instance,

in Keating and O'FIaherty, that in the reign of Tigeammas, who
was monarch of Ireland about nine centuries before the Christian

era, the lake now called Lough Foyle suddenly burst forth and
overflowed the adjoining plain, which was called Mugh Fii'ins'idhe.

This lake, mentioned in the Annals of the Four Masters, and in

O'FIaherty, as Loch Fcabhail Mic Lodain, that is, the Lake of

Feval, son of Lodan, obtained its name from Feval, son of

Lodan, one of the Tuath-De-Danan chiefs, who was drowned
in its waves. In this territory, on a liigh hill or moun-
tain, called Grianan, on the eastern shore of Lough Swilly,

south of Inch Island, was situated the celebrated fortress called

the Grlamm of Alleach, from Grianan, a palace or royal residence,

and AUeiich or O'deach, which signifies a stone fortress. It was
also called Aileach Neld, having derived its name, according to

O'FIaherty, from Neid, one of the Tuath-De-Danan prmces (see

Ogygia, v. II. p. 28). This fortress was for many ages the seat

of the ancient kings of Ulster. It was built in a circular form
of great stones without cement, and was of immense strength,

in that style denominated Cyclopean architecture, and some of its

extensive ruins remain to this day. This fortress, according to

the Annals of the Four Masters, was taken and plundered, A.D.
937, by tlie Danes, on which occasion they took prisoner Muir-
cheartach O'Neill, then the celebrated prince of Aileach, who,
however, was soon afterwards released. A.D. 1101, Murtogh
O'Brien, king of Munster, with a powerful force, invaded Ulster,

marched to Easroe (Ballyshannon), proceeded to Inisowen, and took

the fortress of Aileach, which he totally demolished, in revenge of

the destruction of the palace of Kincora, the royal seat of the kings

O'Hionmainen, a pious monk and chief Master of

Ai'ts in the monastery of Boyle.

Malachy Mac Firedin, a dignified priest and

learned lecturer, died a noviciate monk in the

monastei-y of Boyle.

O'DonneU (Donal More), marched with his

forces into Connaught against Hugh, son of

Roderick O'Conor, whom he attacked, and plun-

dered Moy Aoi, with many parts of the country,

but he did not reduce the sons of Roderick to

submission.

]\lac William Burke marched with his forces

into Connaught, and plundered a large portion of

that country ; he slew Donnog Mac Oireaghty,

Echtigern, the son of the Brehon O'Mionacain,

and several others ; he also, along with the

English, banished Hugh, son of Roderick, king

of Connaught, for having opposed them, and

O'Conor being forced to fly to Hugh O'Neill,

Felim, son of Cathal Crovdearg, was appointed

liing by Mac WilUam Burke.

Hugh O'Neill, lord of Tir Eogain,' heir

of Jlunster in Clare, by Donal Mac Loughlin, king of Ulster, A.D.
1088. This palace of Aileach is supposed to have been the Regia
of Ptolemy, the celebrated Greek geographer, in the second cen-

tury, and the river marked Argita on his Map of Ireland, is con-

sidered to have been the Finn, which is the chief branch of the

Foyle river. The territory surrounding the fortress of Aileach,

obtained the name ofMoy Aileach, or tlie Plain of Elagh.

Tir Eognin obtained its name from Eogan, or Owen, one of

the sons of Niall of the Nine Hostages, monarch of Ireland, who
conquered this territory in the beginning of the fifth century, and

hence its name, Tir Eogain, or the country of Owen, afterwards

anglicised into Tiroen, or Tyrone. In consequence of the conquest

of this country by Eogan, when it was taken from the old pos-

sessors of the race of Ir, or Clanna Kory, its sovereignty was

transferred to the race of Heremon. From the circumstance of its

being possessed by the descendants of Eogan, calledCinel Eogain, or

Klnel Owen, the territory also obtained the name of Kinel Owen.

According to the Books of Leacan and Ballymote, and other

authorities, this territory was divided between the ten sons of

Eogan, whose descendants gave names to the various districts.

In the note on the kingdom of Meath, it has been stated that the

Hy Nialls, or the descendants of the monarch Niall of the Hos-

tages, were divided into two great branches, namely, the Southern

and Northern. The southern Hy Nialls, as already explained,

were kings of Sleath, and many of them monarchs of Ireland. The

northern Hy Nialls, of which there were two great branches,

namely, the race of Eogan, who were princes of Tyrone, and the

race of Conall, who were princes of Tireonnell, also furnished

many monarchs of ireland ; but the descendants of Eogan were the

most celebrated of all the Milesian clans; and of them, a great

many were kings of Ulster, and, according to O'FIaherty, sixteen

were also monarchs of Ireland. The race of Eogan took the name

of O'Neill in the tenth century, from Niall Glundubh, monarch of

Ireland, who was killed in a great battle with the Danes, near

DubUn, A.D. 910. A branch of the O'Neills took the name of

O'Loughlin, and Mac Loughlin, from Loughlin, one of their

ancient chiefs. In the Annals, during the eleventh and twelfth

centuries, several princes and kings of Ulster of the Mae Loughlins

are mentioned ; and some of them were also monarchs of Ireland

;
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presumptive to the throne of Ireland, the defen-

der of Leath Cuinn (or the northern half of

Ireland), against the English and the people of

Leath Mogha Nuadhat (or the southern half

but the O'Neills afterwards recovered their supremacy, and made
a distinguished figure in Irish history, down to the seventeenth

century, as princes of Tyrone, and kings of Ulster. The O'Neills

had their chief seat at Dungannon, and were inaugurated as princes

of Tyrone, at Tullaghoge, a place between Grange and Donaghenry

,

in the parish of Dcsertcreight, in the barony of Dungannon, where

ii rude seat of large stoues served them as a coronation chair.

Tliis, however, was broken by order of the lord deputy Mountjoy,

in the reign of Elizabeth.

The chiefs and clans of Tir Eogain, and the territories possessed

by each in the twelfth century, are collected from O'Dugan as

follows :—0'Dugan commences with the territory oi Aihach of
flic Kings, of which he gives— I. O'Neill and Mac Loughlin as

princes or kings. II. 0'Cathain,or O'Kane, who was of the race

of Eogan, or a branch of the O'Neills, and who was the chief of

Cianacht of Gleanna Geibhin, or Keenaght of Glengiven. The

O'Kanes were also chiefs of the Creeve, now the barony of Cole-

rain, and in after times this powerful clan possessed the greater

part of the county of Derry, which was called O'Kane's country
;

they also possessed, at an early period, part of Antrim, and had

their seat at the castle of Dunseverick, as already stated in the

note on Dalriada. III. O'Conchobhair or the O'Conors, who were

chiefs of Cianachta before the O'Kanes, and were descendants of

Cian, son of OilioU Olum, king of Munster : hence their territory

obtained the name of Cianachta, a name still preserved in the

barony of Keenaught, county of Derry. IV. O'Duibhdionna or

O'Dooyiorma, sometimes anglicised O'Dermott or Mac Dermotf,

but a distinct clan from Mac Dermott, prince of Moylurg in Con-

naught. The O'Dooyiormas are represented by O'Dugan as one

of the noblest clans of the Kind Owen ; they were chiefs of

Breadach, a territory which lay along the western banks of Lough
Foyle, and comprised the parishes of Upper and Lower Moville, in

the barony of Inisowen. 'The name of this district is still preserved

in the small river Bredag, which falls into Lough Foyle. V.

O'Gainnledhaidh, or O'Gormley, chief of Kinel Moain, or Moen,
now the barony of Eaphoe, county of Donegal. This district

derived its name from Moain, one of the descendants of Eogan.

VI. Moy Itha, or Moy Ith, and Kinel Enda, two districts adjoining

Kinel Moain, partly in the barony of Raphoe, and partly in the

barony of Tirkeeran in Derry. O'Flaherty places Moy Ith in

Cianachta, the ancient name of a large territory in this part

of Derry. According to O'Dugan, the following were the

chiefs of Moy Ith, namely, O'Baoighill, or O'Boyle ; O'Maol-
breasail ; O'Cuinn, or O'Quinn ; and O'Cionaotha, or O'Kcnny.

VII. O'Bruadair, or O'Brody ; O'Maoilfabhaill ; and O'Ho-
gain, chiefs of Carruic Brachuighe, still traceable by the

name Carricbrack, in the barony of Inisowen. VIII.

O'Hagain, or O'Hagan, chief of Tulachog, or Tullaghoge, in

the parish of Dcsertcreight, barony of Dungannon, county of

Tyrone. IX. O'Dunagain, or O'Donegan; Mac Murchadh, or

Mac Murrogh ; O'Fergail, O'Ferrall, or O'Freel ; and Mac
Ruaidhri, or Rogers, chiefs of Tealach Ainbith, and of Mulntir

Birn, districts in the baronies of Dungannon and Strabane. X.

O'Ceallaidh, or O'Kelly, chief of Kinel Eachaidh, or Corca Each-
aidh, probalily Corkaghee, barony of Dungannon. XI. O'Tighear-

naidh, or O'Tierney ; and O'Ciarain, or O'Kieran, chiefs of Fearn-

muigh. XII. O'Duibhduanaidh ; O'Haighmaill, or Hamill ; and

O'Heitigein, or O'Etigan, chiefs of three districts called Teallach

Cathalain, Teallach Duibhrailbe, and Teallach Braenain. XIII.

O'Maolfothartaigh, and O'Hcodhasa, or O'Heosey, chiefs of Kinel

Tighearnaigh. XIV. O'Cuauaich, or O'Cooney ; and O'Baoth-
ghalaigh, chief of Clan Fergus. XV. O'Murchadha, or O'Mur-
rogh, and O'Meallain, chiefs of Siol Aodha-Eanaigh. XVI. Mac
Fiachraigh, chief of Kinel Feradaigh, in the south of Tyrone.

XVII. O'Hairnin, O'Maelfabhaill, and the Clan Cathmaoil, chiefs

of Kinel Firadhaidh, in the north of Tyrone. In the Annals of the

Four Masters, A.D. 1186, mention is made of Gillcreest Mac

of Ireland), a man who had given neither hos-

tages nor tributes to either English or Irish, who
had gained many victories over the English, and

defeated them with great slaughter, and who had

Cathmaoil, head chieftain of the Kinel Firadaigh, and of the Clan

Aongusa, Clan Dubhinreachtaidh, and Clan Fogortaigh, and chief

of the councils of the North of Ireland. This name was sometimes

changed to Mac Campbell, and Mac Caghwell, and also to Caul-

field. The Cathmaoils were a jiowerful clan in Tyrone, and many
of them in Monaghan, Louth, and Armagh. XVIII. The clans of

Maolgeimridh, and of Maolpadraig, who possessed the two dis-

tricts of Kinel Firedhaidh, in the east of "Tyrone. XIX. Muintir

Taithligh, of Ily Laoghaire, of Lough Lir, a name anglicised to

Mac TuUy. XX. O'Hainbitir, chief of Hy Seaain.

The following chiefs and clans, not given in O'Dugan, are col-

lected from various other sources : I. O'Criochain, chief of Hy
Fiachra, a territory which comprised the parish of Ardstraw, and

some adjoining districts in Tj-rone, and is mentioned in the Annals

at A.D. 1200. II. O'Quinn, chief of Moy Lugad, and of Siol

Cathusaigh, as given in the Annals at A. D. 1218. Moy Lugad,
according to the Books of Leacan and Ballymote, lay in Keenaught
of Glengiven, county of Derry. III. The O'Cearbhallains,

O'Cairellains, or O'Carolans, a name sometimes anglicised to Carle-

ton : they are frequently mentioned in the Annals as chiefs of

Clan Diarniada, now the parish of Clandermod, or Glendermod, in

Derry. IV. The O'Brolchains, or O'Brolchans, a name sometimes

changed to Bradly. These were a numerous clan near Derry, but

origuially of the Kinel Firadaigh, in the south of Tjrone, and were

a branch of the Kinel Owen. V. Mac Blosgaidh, or the Mac
Closkeys, a numerous clan in the parish of Dungiven, and some
adjoining parts : they were a branch of the O'Kanes. VI. The
O'Devlins, chiefs of Muintir Devlin, near Lough Neagh, on the bor-

ders of Derry and Tyrone. VII. The O'Looneys, chiefs of Muintir

Loney, a district known as the Monter Loney Mountains in

Tyrone. VIII. O'Connellan, chief of Crioch TuUach, in Tyrone,

a name which has been by some changed to Conolly. IX. O'Don-
ghaile, or O'Donnellys, chiefs in Tyrone, at Ballydonnelly, and other

parts. X. O'Nena, or O'Nenys, or Mac Nenys, a name which
has been anglicised to Bird. These were chiefs of note, and pos-

sessed the territory of Kinel Naena, in Tyrone, bordering on

Monaghan. Of this family was Count O'Neny, of Brussels, in the

Austrian service, under the Empress Maria Theresa. X. O'Fla-

herty, mentioned in the Annals at A.D. 1187, as lord of Kinel

Owen. These O'Flahertys, who settled in Tyrone, appear to have
been a branch of the great family of the O'Flahertys of Connaught.

XI. The O'Murrys, given in O'Conor's Maj) of Ortelius, as a clan in

Derry. XII. The Mac Shanes, a name anglicised to Johnson, who
were a clan in TjTone. XIII. The O'Mulligans, anglicised to Moli-

neux,who were also a clan in Tyrone. XI\'. The O'Gneeves, heredi-

tary bards to theO'Neills. This name has been angUcised to Agnew.
The O'Neills, as already stated, maintained their independence

down to the end of the sixteenth century, as princes of Tyrone ;

and in the reigns of Henry VIII. and Elizabeth, bore the titles of

earls of Tyrone, and barons of Dungannon. The last celebrated

chiefs of the name vere Hugh O'Neill, the great earl of Tyrone,

famous as the commander of the northern Irish in their wars with

Elizabeth ; and Owen Roe O'Neill, the general of the Irish of

Ulster, in 1G41, and the Cromwellian wars. Several of the

O'Neills have been distinguished in the military service of Spain,

France, and Austria. In consequence of the adherence of the

Ulster chiefs to Hugh O'Neill, in the wars with Elizabeth, six

counties in Ulster were confiscated, namely, Tyrone, Derry, Done-
gal, Fermanagh, Cavan, and Armagh, in the reign of James I.

In the survey of Ulster, by Captain Pynnar, A. D. 16U), as in

Harris's Hibemica, the following English and Scotch families are

given as the settlers in Tyrone, in accordance with the project of

locating British colonies, called the Plantation of Ulster. The
earl of Abercom; sir George Hamilton; sir Claude Hamilton;
sir Robert Newcomen ; sir John Drummond ; the ear! of Castle-

haven ; sir William Stewart ; sir John Davis ; the lord Ridgeway
;

George Ridgeway; sir Gerrard Lowthef; the lordBurley; sir
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le\-ied tributes both on English and Irish enemies,

and contemplated the conquest of all Ireland,

died, though it was rather expected that he would

have fallen in battle with the Enghsh.

Francis Willoufrhby ; sir William Cope ; John Leigh ; William

Parsons; sir Robert Heyborne ; Stewart, lord of Uchiltree;

Captain Saunderson ; Robert Lindsey ; Alexander Richardson ;

Andrew Stewart ; David Kennedy ; the lord Chichester ; sir Toby
Caulfield ; sir Francis Roe ; William Parsons ; sir Francis

Annesley,and the lord Win^field.

The following noble families in Tyrone are given from the reign

of James I. to the present time. The Le Poers were earls of

Tyrone, a title which afterwards passed, by intermarriage, to the

Beresfords. The Blounts, viscounts Mountjoy, a title which after-

wards passed to the families of Stewart and Gardiner. The
Trevors, viscounts Dungannon ; the Stewarts, viscounts Castle-

stewart ; the Kno-xes, earls of Ranfurley ; and the Alexanders,

barons of Caledon.

Verrij. In the reign of Elizabeth, the lord deputy, sir John
Perrott, formed O'Kane's country into a county, which was called

from its chief town the county of Colerain ; and in the reign of

James I., on the plantation of Ulster with British colonies, a com-
pany of undertakers, consisting of merchants and traders from
London, got grants of the county of Colerain and town of Derry,

hence the city and county got the name of Londonderry.
The following noble families derive their titles from this county.

The family of Pitt, formerly marquesses of Londonderry, a title

now possessed by the Stewarts. The Hamiltons, earls of Aber-
com, and barons of Strabane. The families of Hare and Hanger,
barons of Colerain.

Ecclesiastical divisions. The following account of the bishops'

sees in Tir Eogain, have been collected from Ware, Colgan,

Lanigan, and other sources. Clogher, the seat of the diocese of

Clogiier, is at Clogher, in the county of TvTone, part of which
county it contains. This see was founded by St. Macartin, in the fifth

century, and an account of it has been given in the note on Orgiall.

A>-d.\ratka on the river Derg, now the parish of Ardstraw, in

Tyrone, was an ancient liishops' see founded by St. Eugene in the

sixth century. Ardshrath afterwards got the name of Rathlurig,

or Rathlure, from St. Lurec or Lurac, to whom its church was
dedicated. The see of .\rdsrath or Rathlure, at an early period,

was transferred to Maghera, in the county of Derry, and afterwards

annexed to Derry in the twelfth century. The bishops of these

sees were styled bishops of Tir Eogain or Tyroile, or bishops of

Cinel Eogain.

See of Derry: A monastery was founded in the sixth century,

by St.Columkille, at a place called Voire Calgach, that is the Oak
Wood of Calgach, which St. Adamnanus, abbot of lona, in the

seventh century, in his Life of St. Columkille, translates Jtobo-

refum Calgachi It was also called Doire Coluim Cille, or the

Oak Wood of St. Columkille, anglicised to Derry Columkille, and
gave its name to the city and county of Derry. In these Annals
the church of the monastery is called Dubh Reglnis, signifying

the Black Church, and latinised by Ware, Cella 7iigra. This

abbey was long famous as a seat of learning and religion, and its

abbots were also styled bishops. In the twelfth century a regular

bishop's see was formed at Derry, to which was afterwards

annexed the see of Ardsrath, or Rathlure. A.D. 1104, Maurice

Mac Loughliu, king of Ireland, erected a cathedral at Derry,

which, together with the abbey and other ecclesiastical establish-

ments, was destroyed by the English, under sir Henry Docwra, in

the reign of Elizabeth. The diocese of Derry comprehends the

greater part of the county of Londonderry, with nearly half of

Tyrone, and a large portion of Donegal, and a very small portion

of Antrim.

St. Columkille, so often mentioned in the course of these Annals,

was a native of Tir Connell, and born at Gartan, in the barony of

Kilmacrenan, county of Donegal, .\.D. 5"21. He was a descendant

of Conall Gulban, son of Niall of the Hostages, monarch of Ire-

land, and consequently of the same race as the O'Donnells, princes

i\rt, son of Art O'Rourke, was slain by Ran-

naU OTinn.
Malachy O'Monaghan was killed b}- his kins-

men.

of Tirconnell. The name in Irish is Colum, and signifies a dove,

latinised to Coluniba, but he was generally called by the Irish

Colum Cille, or Columkille, that is Colum of the Churches, from
the many churches and monasteries he had founded, both in Ire-

land and in \orth Britain. In the year 563, he proceeded to that

part of North Britain called Albany, afterwards Scotland, as a
missionary, and converted the inhabitants to Christianity, hence he

has been styled the Apostle of the Picts. Having received the pa-

tronage and support of his relative Conall, then king of the Albanian

Scots, he founded a monastery on an island in the Hebrides, called

after Iiim Hy Columkille, afterwards lona, which was long famous
as a scat of learning and religion. St. Columkille died on the 9th

of June, A. D. 597, in the seventy-sixth year of his age, and was
buried at lona, hut his remains were a long time after removed to

Ireland, and interred at Downpatriek. His memory has been

always held in the highest veneration as one of the tutelar saints of

Ireland. In the year 590, St. Columkille, accompaniedby .•Vidan,king

of the Albanian Scots, came to Ireland to attend the great national

convention held at Dromceat, in Cianachta, near Glengiven, in

Derry, which was attended by the provincial kings, princes, chiefs,

bishops, and clergy, to arrange a great contention that arose

between Hugh, son of Ainmireach, then monarch of Ireland, and
the bards, whose order the king had resolved to suppress, but

Columkille opposed their abolition, and advocated their continuance

under proper regulations, as a useful national institution, and
through his influence the bards were continued, and all differences

amicably arranged. I

II, Tir Conaill. This territory comprised the remaining portion

of the county of Donegal not contained in Tir Eogain, the boundary
between both being Lough Swilly ; but in the twelfth century the

O'AIaoldorrys and O'Donnells, princes of Tir Connell, became mas-

ters of the entire of Donegal, thus making Lough Foyle and the

rivers Foyle and Finn the boundaries between Tir Connell and Tir

Eogain. This territory got its name from Conall Gulban, who
took possession of it in the beginning of the fifth century. He was
brother to Eogan, wdio conquered Tir Eogain, and son of the

monarch Niall of the Hostages, and from him the territory obtamed

the name of Tir Conaill, or the country of Council, and his posterity

were designated Kiuel Conaill, or the race of Connell, a name which

was also applied to the territory.

Some of the earliest events in Irish history are connected with

this territory, amongst which the following may be noticed :

—

Inis Stiimer is stated, by the ancient Annalists, as a residence of

Partholan, who planted the first colony in Ireland. This is the

small island near the cataract, called the Salmon-leap, at Bally-

shannon. It got the name Inis Saimer, or the Island of Saimer,

from the circumstance of Partholan having there killed Saimer,

the favourite greyhound of his queen. Tliis island gave the name
Saimer to theriver now called the Erne, and to Lough Erne, which

in ancient times was called Lough Saimer. The waterfall at Bally-

shannon is connected with anotlier early event, namely, the death

of Aodh Ruadh, kuig of Ireland, who was drowned there about

five centuries before the Christian era, hence it was called Eas-

Aodha-Ruaidh, that is, the cataract of Red Hugh, and hence

Eas-roe, or Ashroe, was the ancient name of Ballyshannon. The

Fomorians, of whom an account has been given in the note on Dal-

riada, formed settlements on the coast of Donegal, and, under one

of their commanders, named Conning, erected a fortress on an

island which was called Tor Conumg, or the Tower of Conning,

and hence the island got the name of Tor Inis, or Tower-Island,

in modem times Tory Island, The places along the coast of

Donegal and Brefney, or Leitrim, are stated as the scenes of many
great battles between theFomorians and the colony called Nemedians.

The plain between the rivers Erne and Drobhaois, that is, between

Ballyshannon and Bundrowes, was called Magh Ceitne, which, as

Keatmg states, derived this name from the frequent payment of

H 2
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Dionysius O'Moore, bishop of Elphin, having

ended liis days on Trinity Island, in Lough Key,

tributes there, the Fomorians having compelled the Nemedians to

deliver up at that place cattle, corn, and even some of their chil-

dren, as a tribute.

The race of Conall Oulban, who possessed Tir Connell, are cele-

brated in Irish history, and, according to O'Flaherty and others,

furnished ten of the monarchs of Ireland. In the tenth century a

branch of the Kinel Comiell, or descendants of Conall Gulban,

took the name of O'Canannain, many of whom were celebrated

chiefs, particularly Roderick O'Canannain, who was distinguished

for his great valour and abilities. Charles O'Conor, in his Dis-

sertations on the History of Ireland, states that he was heir pre-

sumptive to the crown, and got himself chosen king by military

election, and expelled for a time the monarch Congalach from the

throne. In A.D. 948, the Danes of Dublin and other parts of Ire-

land, having collected a powerful army, under Godfred, the son of

Sitric, Ivar, and other leaders, marched into Meath. Roderick

O'Canannain, at the head of the Irish forces, marched to oppose

their progress, and in a great battle fought on the festival of St.

Andrew the Apostle (30th of November), at Muine Brocain, the

Danes were totally defeated, sei-en thoitsand of them being slain,

amongst whom was Ivar, one of their generals, but O'Canannain

himself, towards the close of the battle, was killed in the thick of

of the fight. Godfred, the son of Sitric, with the survivors, fled

to Dublin. The ])lace where this battle was fought, mentioned as

Jluine Brocain, is supposed to have been Ardbraccan. Another

branch of the race of Conall Gulban took the name O'Waoldoraidh,

or O'Muldorry, and became princes of Tir Connell. In the Annals

of the Four Masters in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth centuries,

accounts are given of many contests between the O'Canannains

and O'Maoldoraidhs, those rival chiefs of the same race, as con-

tending for the sovereignity of Tir Connell.

The O'Donnclls, in the twelfth century, became princes of Tir

Connell, and were of the same race as the O'Canannains and

O'Muldorrys, being descendants of Conall Gulban. The tribe-

name, at an early period, was Clan Dalaidh, from Dalach, one of

their chiefs. They are called in O'Dugan's poem, " Clnnna
Dalaigh na n-tlonn sglath," that is, of the brown shields.

They afterwards took the name O'Domhnaill, or O'Donnell,

from Domhnall, or Donal, one of their ancient chiefs. The O'Don-
nells, from the twelfth to the end of the sixteenth century, make a
very distinguished figure in Irish history, as princes of 'Tirconnell.

The last celebrated chief of the name was Red Hugh O'Donnell,

long famous as one of the chief commanders of the northern Irish

in their wars with Elizabeth, of whose actions copious accounts

are given in the course of these Annals. An interesting Life of

Red Hugh O'Donnell is given in that learned work. The Anti-

quarian Researches, by Sir William Betham. Rory O'Donnell,

the last chief of the race, was created earl of Tyrconnell, but died

in exile on the Continent, and his estates were confiscated in the

reign of James I. Many of the O'Donnells have been celebrated

generals in the service of Spain, France, and Austria. The O'Don-
nells were inaugurated as prhices of 'Tirconnell on the Rock of

Donne, at Kilmacreuan, and had their chief castle at Donegal.

The following clans and chiefs in Tir Conaill in the twelfth cen-

tury, are given by O'Dugan under the head of Kinel Conaill : I,

O'Maoldovaigh, O'Canannain, and Clann Dalaigh, were the prin-

cipal chiefs. The Clann Dalaigh was the tribe name of the

O'Donnells, as before stated. II. O'Baoighill or O'Boyles, were
chiefs of Clann Chindfaoladh, of Tir Aiinmireach, and of Tir

Boghaine, which territories comprised the present baronies of Boy-
lagh and Bannagli, Crioch Baoighilleach, or the country of the

O'Boyles, as mentioned in the Annals, gave name to the barony of

Boylagh, Tir Boghame was the barony of Banagh. III. O'Maoil-
maghna, probably O'Mulvany, chief of Magh Seireadh ; Magh
Seireadh may probably be traced m a townland called Massarey,
mentioned in the Inquisitions on Donegal. IV. O'Haodha or

O'llugh, chief of Easruadh, that is Ballysliannon, in the barony of

on the 15th December, was succeeded by Donogh
O'Conor.

Flann O'Connachty, bishop of Hy Briuin

Brefney (Kilmore), died.

Tir Hugh. V. O'Tairceirt, chief of Clann Neachtain, and in the

Annals (A.D. 1197 and I'312), of Clann Snedgaile. VI. Mac
Dubhain or Mac Duvanys, chiefs of Kinel Nenna or Kinel Enda.

This district, according to O'Flaherty, lay in Inisowen. VII.

Mae Loingseachain or Mac Lynchys, chiel's of Gleann Binne, or

Gleann m-Binne, and O'BreisIen, chief of Fanaid,on the western shore

of Lough Swilly. VIII. O'Dochartaigh or O'Dogherty, chief of

Ard Miodhair. The O'Doghertys were a powerful sept, a branch

of the O'Donnells, and became chiefs of Inisowen ; and in the

Annals, A.D. 1197, Eachmarcach O'Dogherty is mentioned as

chief ol^ all Tirconnell. The O'Doghertys maintained their rank

as chiefs of Inisowen down to the reign of James I., when sir

Cahir O'Dogherty was killed in a contest with the English. IX.

Mac Gillesamhais, chief of Ros Guill, now Rosgull, m the barony
of Kihnakrenan. X. O'Cearnachain, or O'Keniaghan ; and
O'Dalachain, or O'Dullaghan, chiefs of the Tnath Bladliaidh.

XI. O'Maolagain or O'MuUigan, chief of Tir Mac Caerthain.

XII. O'Donnagain, and Mac Gailjlin, chiefs of Tir Breasail.

O'Maolgaoithe, chief of Muintir Maoilgaoithe. Some of this name
have been anglicised to Mac Ghee, and others to \Vyim. XIII.

And Mac Tigheamain or Mac Teman, chief of Clan Fearghoile.

The following chiefs and clans not given in O'Dugan, are col-

lected from the Four Masters, and various other sources. I. Mac
Suibhne or the Mac Sweenys, a branch of the O'Neills which
settled in Donegal, and formed three great families, namely, Mac
Sweeney of Fanaid, who had an extensive territory west of Lough
Swilly, and whose castle was at Rathmullin ; Mac Sweeny Bogh-
amach, or of Tir Boghaine, now the barony of Banagh, who had

his castle at Rathain, and in wliich territory was situated Reach-
rain Muintire Birn, now Rathlin O'Beirne Islands; and Mac
Sweeny Na d-Tuatli, signifying Mac Sweeny of the Territories.

His districts were also called Tuatha Toraighe, or the districts of

Tory Island. This JIac Sweeny's possessions lay m the barony of

Kilmakrenan. According to O'Brien and others, he was called Mac
Sweeny Na d-Tuagh, signifying Mac Sweeny of the Battle-axes, a

title said to be derived from their being standard hearers and mar-
shals to the O'Donnells, and chiefs of Galloglasses. A branch of

these Mac Sweenys who were distinguished military leaders, settled

in Munster in the county Cork, in the thirteenth century, and became
commanders under the Mac Carthys, princes of Desmond. II.

O'Galchobhairor O'Gallaghers, derived from Gallchobhair, a war-
rior, were a clan of note in Donegal, in the baronies of Raphoe and

Tirhugh, and had a castle at Ballyshannon, and also possessed the

castle of LiS'ord, and were commanders of O'Donnell's cavalry.

Sir John O'Gallagher is mentioned in the wars of Elizabeth. III.

O'Furanain is given by O'Dugan in his poem as chief of Fiond Ruis,

wliich probably was the Rosses, in the barony of Boylagh. IV.

O'Donngaile or O'Donnelly, chief of Fear Droma, a district in

Inisowen, is mentioned in the Annals A.D. 1177. Ferdrom is

mentioned in the Inquisitions on Donegal. V. O'Lainidh is men-
tioned as chief of Kinel Moain, a district in the barony of Raphoe,

in the Annals at A.D. 1178. O'Clerigh or O'CIerys, celebrated as

the hereditary historians to the O'Donnells, and the learned authors

of the Annals of the Four Masters, and many other valuable works
on Irish history and antiquities. They had large possessions in

the barony of Tirhugh, and resided in their castle at Kilbarron, the

ruins of which still remain situated on a rock on the shore of the

Atlantic near Ballyshannon. VII. Mac Anbhaird, or the Mac
Wards, were a clan in Donegal, and many of them bards to the

O'Donnells, and were very learned men.
Tir Connell was formed into the county Donegal by the lord deputy,

sir John Perrott,in the reign of Elizabeth, and on its confiscation, and
the settlement of British colonies called the Plantation of Ulster, in

the reign of James I., the following families of English and Scotch

settlers are given as the possessors of this county, in Pynnar's

Survey, A.D. 1619. John Murray got all Boylagh and Banagh,
being ten thousand acres. The following had various districts :—
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Stephen O'Breen, au'cineach of Mayo, died.

Celechaii- O'Dobhailen (or O'Devlin), aircin-

each of Camma,' a man eminent for charity,

piety, and learning, died.

Fethfoilge, daughter of Conor Mac Dermott,

and wife of Murtogh Aluimnagh, son of Torlogh

More, who was the mother of Manus, son of

Murtogh, of Conor, of Roderick, of Tuathal, and

of Torlogh the priest, prior of the chui-ch of SS.

Peter and Paul, died.

Duvchovlagli, daughter of Conor Mac Dennott,

died in the monastery of Boyle.

Flaherty O'Flanagan, chief of Clan Cathail,'-

son of jMuii'eadliach Muilleathan, died on his

pilgrimage, in the monasteiy of Boyle, and his

wife Duvhemragli, daughter of O'Quinn, also

died.

Ualgarg O'Rourke, lord of Brefney, died on

his pilgrimage to the river (Jordan).

Giolla-Iosa Mac Samhradhain, chief of Teal-

lach Eachdach,' and Duinnin O'Mulconaiy, chief

poet and historian of Siol Murray (Roscommon),

died.

Conor Gott O'Hai-a, lord of Lieney, died.

Donall O'Donnell, lord of Tirconnell, and

Angus Mac Gillefinen, of Fermanagh, marched

their forces into the territory of Cathal O'Reilly

;

conveyed their vessels to Lough Uachtair,'' plun-

dered Eo Inis, and carried away all the provisions

and treasure of the entire town.

captain Tliomas Dutton ; Alexander Cunning-ham ; Jolm Cun-
niniilmm ; James Cunninjliam ; Ciithbert Cunningham ; sir James
Cuiininj;hara ; James Mao Cuilagli ; William Stewart ; Laird of
Dunduft'; Alexander Mae Awley, alias Stewart ; the Laird of
Lusse ; sir John Stewart ; Petef Benson ; William Wilson

;

Thomas Davis ; captain Mansfield; sir John Kingsmill ; sir Ralph
Bingley ; sir Thomas Coach ; sir George Marburie ; sir ^^illiam
Stewart ; sir Basil Brooke ; sir Thomas Chichester j sir John
Vaughan ; John Wray ; Arthur Terrie; captain Henry Hart;
cajitain Paul Gore ; Nathaniel Rowley ; William Lynn ; and
captain Sandford.

The foUowuig have been the noble families in Donegal since the
reign of James I. The Fitzwilliams, e-arls of Tyrconnell. Richard
Talbot, lord lieutenant of Ireland in the reign of James II., was
created duke of Tyrconnell. Tlie families of Brownlow and Car-
penter have been subsequently earlsof Tyrconnell. The Chiehesters,
earls of Donegal. The Conynghams, earls of Jlountcharles. Tlie

Cockaynes, barons of Cullen. And the Hewitts, barons of Lifford.

Amongst the great landed proprietors resident in this county,
may be mentioned, Lord George Hill, a nobleman justly estimated
by Jlrs. Hall, and other tourists, as one of the most excellent
landlords in Ireland.

Diocexe of Raphoe. The see of Raphoe was founded by St.

Euuan, whom Lanigan considers to have been the same person as
Adamnan, the celebrated abbot of lona, in the seventh century,
who was a native of Tyrconnell. The diocese comprehends the
greater part of the county of Donegal. On the Island in Lough

Felim, son of Cathal Crovdearg, was made
prisoner by Mac AAlUiam Burke, at MeeUck, in

violation of the faith of the English nobles of

Ireland.

A.D. 1232.

Fachtna O'Hallgaith, coarb of Drom Mochuda,'

and official of Hy Fiachra, a man who kept a house

of hospitahty for the entertainment of the learned,

and for the relief of the sick and indigent, died.

The church of Kilmore, in Tir Briuin of the

Shannon, was consecrated by Donogh O'Conor,

bishop of Elphin, and canons were appointed there

by Conn O'Flanagan, prior of that place.

Tiopraid O'Breen, the coarb of St. Comman,^ a

man ieai-ned in divinity, history, and laws, died

at Inis Clothran, while on a pilgrimage there.

Hugh, the son of Awlave, son of Donal O'Fer-

rall, chief of Anally, was burned on the island of

Lough Cuille, by the sons of Hugh Ciabhach, son

of Mvu'ogh O'FerraU, having been chief of Anally

for nine years after Murogh Carragh O'FerraU.

Manus, son of Awlave, son of Teige Mac Mtd-
rooriy, a luminary of hospitahty, generosity, and

piety, died.

Donogh, the son of Tomaltach Mac Dermott,

a man eminent for hospitality, and generosity to

the distressed of Connaught, died of an epidemic.

Conor, son of Hugh, son of Roderick O'Conor,

Derg, in the county of Donegal, is the celebrated place of pilgrim-

age, called St. Patrick's Purgatory.

A. D. :'231.

1 . Camma or Camcha, a parish in the barony of Athlone, county

of Roscommon.
2. Clan Cathail, a district in Roscommon near Elphin, and the

tribe were so called from Cathal, son of Muireadhach Muilleathan,

king of Connaught, who died A. D. 7U0.

3. Teallack Eachdnch, now the barony of Tullaghaw, in the

county of Cavan, of which the Mac Samhradbains were chiefs, a.

name that has been changed to Mac Gauran, and by some angli-

cised to Somers.

4. Loch UachfalT. This was Lough Oughter, a chain of large

lakes lying between Cavan, Killeshandra and Belturbet in the

county of Cavan, or as it was called O'Reilly's country. En Inis

or the Holy Island, which was plundered, was probably Trinity

Island in Lough Oughter, where there was an abbey founded by
this Cathal O'Reilly, prince of East Brefney ; or perhaps it may
have been TJrney, where there was an abbey and small town, near

Lough Oughter.

A.D. 1-23-3.

1. Dromamttcadha, now the parish of Dromacoo, in the barony

of Dunkellin, county of Galway. This parish was in Hy Fiachra,

a territory co-extensive with the diocese of Kilmaeduagli.

2. Coarb of St. Commati, that is, abbot of Roscommon.
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haxdng escaped from the English, was joined by

the sons of some chiefs of Connaught, with whom
he marched into the Tuatha (in Roscommon), to

make seizures there, but was slain by the Tuatha,

along with Gillkelly O'Heyne, Gillcreest the son

of Donogh Mac Dermott, and many others. On
that day the ])eople of Tuatha had all white

handled battle-axes, from which arose the adage,

" The man with the white axe slew the son of

Hugh."

Hugh, the son of Roderick O'Conor, was again

appointed king of Connaught, by Mac William

Bvn-ke,' and made peace with him after he had

made Feilim, the son of Cathal Crovdearg, pri-

soner.

The castle of Bona Gaillmhe was erected by
Rickard de Burgo, and the castle of Dun lom-

gain'' was commenced by Adam Stanton.

Giolla-na-neev O'Daly, aman learned in poetry^,

and who kept a house of hospitaUty both for rich

and poor, died.

Maoleoin, the Deaf, O'Mulconery, took Cluan

Bolcain.

Feilim, the son of Cathal Crovdearg, was set at

liberty by the English.

Conor, son of Niall O'Gormley, chief of Kinel

Maoin, died.

Donal O'Loughlin, lord of Tyrone, marched

with a force consisting of Enghsh and Irish into

Tirconnell, on which expedition he plmidered

Fanat, and took hostages from Donal O'Boyle,

and from O'Tairceirt.

O'Donnell marched his forces into Tyrone, and

anived at Tullaghoge, where he killed the cattle,

burned the corn, plundered the country, and re-

turned home in triumph.

Midbeach and Eaghinish'' were plundered by
the Kinel Owen, to which place they took then-

shipping, but a party of the Kinel Connell, hc^aded

by the son of Niall O'Donnell, attacked and slew

Inisclotliran, an island in Lougli Ree, on the Shannon,
between Roscommon and Longford, where there was a famous
abbey.

3. Mac William Burke, so often mentioned at tliis period, was
Richard de Burgo, son of William Fitzadelm de Burgo. He suc-
ceeded JeofFrey de Marisco as lord justice, and was also lord
deputy of Ireland

4. Crilslean Bun lomgain was the castle of Dunamon, near
the river Suck, in Roscommon. The other castle was at
Galway.

many of them, but was himself killed in the midst

of the fight.

A.D. 1233.

Geoffrey O'Doighre, aircineach' of Derry
Columkille, died.

Maolisa O'Maonaigh, a dignified priest and
psalmodist, died.

Donagh, archdeacon of Achaigh Fobhair,^ an

arbiter who settled all disputes and contentions,

a man of dignity and honour, died on the 15th day

of December.

Feilim O'Conor, son of Cathal Crovdearg, led

his forces into Connaught, and Cormac, the son of

Tomaltagh Mac Dermott, lord of Moylurg, went

to meet him, and brought him with him to Moy-
lurg, where they constructed a camp at Druim
Gregraighe, and were joined by Cormac, by Conor

his son, and the people of the three Tuatha, and

by the two sons of Murtogh Mac Dermott, Donogh
and Mm'togh. They then held a council, in which

they resolved to go in pursuit of Hugh, king of

Connaught, and the other sons of Roderick ; they

attacked and defeated Hugh, the son of Roderick,

slew himself, Hugh Muimnagh his brother, his son,

and Donogh More Mac Dermott, son of Roderick,

with many others. There were also slain Raghallagh

O'Flanagan, Thomas Biris, constable of Ireland,

John his brother, and John Guer, with many other

Englishmen. This was after they had been cursed

and excommunicated by bell, crozier, and the extin-

guishing of candles, by the clergy ofConnaught, for

Hugh Muimnagh had violated and plundered Tibo-

hine (in Roscommon), and many other churches,

so that he and his adherents fell in avengement

of the dishonour they had done to the saints

by violating their churches. The kingdom and

government of Connaught were that day WTested

from the sons of Roderick, the son of Torlogh.

Felim, the son of Cathal Crovdearg, then assumed

5. Eaghinis and Midhbheach, now Aghinis and Mevagh, near
Lough Swilly, barony of Kilmakrenan, county of Donegal.

A.D. 1-23.3.

1. Aircineach, sometimes written Airchindech, as already ex-
plained, according to Lanigan, meant originally an archdeacon,

and has been translated by Colgan, archidiaconus, hence in these

Annals the word will in future be translated archdeacon.

2. Achad Fobhair, now the parish of Aughagower, in Mayo,
where St. Patrick founded a church, and placed over it St. Senach.
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the sovereignty of Connaught, and demolished

the castles which had been erected by the sons of

Roderick O'Conor and Mac William Burke,

namely, the castle of Bona Gaillmhe, Caislen-na-

Circe,' Caislen-na-Caillighe, and the castle of Dun
lomgain.

William, the son of Hugo de Lacy (whose

mother was daughter of king Roderick O'Conor),

marched, with the English of Meath, into Brefuey

against Cathal O'Reilly, where they committed

great depredations; but a party of O'Reilly's peo-

ple overtook de Lacy and his chiefs, while con-

veying the plunder, and gave them battle, in which

William Brit, and a number of the English nobles,

were slain, and William de Lacy with many others

were wounded ; they were cb'iven from the country

without prisoners or plunder, and de Lacy,

Charles, the son of Cathal Gall O'Conor, Feorus

Fionn, the son of the English queen, and Dermod
Bearnagh O'Melaghhn, died of the wounds they

received in the battle of Mona-Crann-Chaoin,*

and NiallSionagh O'Catharnaidh, lord of the men
of Teffia, also died of the wounds he received in

this battle, in his own house, after making his

will and receiving extreme unction.

A. D. 1234.

Angus O'Maolfoghmair, bishop of Hy Fiachra

(Kilalla) ; Giolla-na-neev, son of Art O'Breen,

archdeacon of Roscommon ; Maolisa, son of

Daniel O'Gormley, prior of Inis Mac Nerin

;

Maol Peter O'Cormacain, prior of Roscommon
;

and Giollisa O'Gibellan, monk and anchorite of

Trinity Island (in Lough Key), died.

Donal, son of Hugh O'Neill, lord of Kinel

Owen, and heir presumptive to the crown of Ire-

land, was slain by Mac Loughlin (i. e. Donal),

and by the Kinel Owen themselves ; and Donal
assumed the lordship.

Aongus Mac GiUifinen, lord of Lough Erne,

3. CnlsIetm-na-Circe, or the Hen's castle, was situated on an
island in Lough Corrib, county of Galway, and belonged to the
O'Flahertys. The otlier castles at Dimamon and Galway have
been already mentioned under A. D. 1232. Caislea>t-nu CiiillUjhc,

or tlie Hog's castle, was also in the neighbourhood of Loupli Corril).

4. Moim Crunn Cliiioin. The place where this battle was
fought signifies the bog or marsh of the handsome trees, and was
situated on the borders of Cavan and Meath. Feorus Fionn, or
Feorus the Fair, here mentioned as son of the English queen, must
Iiave been the son of Isabella, widow of king John, who was mar-
ried to the Count of La Marche in France.

having revolted against O'Donnell, went to plun-

der Tirconnell ; but O'Donnell, i. e. Donal More,

attacked and slew him in revenge of the death of

Eigneaghan (O'Donnell).

Hugh O'Hara, lord of Lieney, was slain by

Donogh, son of Duarcan O'Hara, after he

(Donogh) had burned his (Hugh's) house, out of

which he (Hugh) escaped, in revenge of the

death of his (Donogh's) brother and five nephews,

who had been slain by Hugh, who also put out

the eyes of another brother (of Donogh).

Dermod O'Quinn, chief of Muintir GioUgain,'

was slain.

Rickard, son of William Mareschal, having

rebelled against the king of England, came over

to Ireland and settled in Leinster. The English

of Ireland, who were in favour of the king of Eng-

land, collected their forces to oppose, him : these

were Mac Maurice, the lord justice of Ireland,

Hugo de Lacy, earl of Ulster, and Walter de

Lacy, lord of Meath. Having marched to Cuir-

each Lifi,^ in Leinster, they attacked Mareschal

and slew him, and took Jeoffrey Mareschal pri-

soner, for Mareschal had none to fight the battle,

having been betrayed by his own people.

A.D. 1235.

Isaac O'Maolfoghmair, archdeacon of Kilalla,

died.

Mattheus, prior of Trinity Island (on Lough

Key), died.

Madden O'Madden, lord of Siol Anmchadha,

died.

Loughlin, son of Echtigim O'Kelly, was slain

by the sons of the Giolla Riavach O'Boyle.

Taithleach, son of Hugh O'Dowd, lord of

Tyrawley and Tireragh, was slain by the cast of a

dart, while interposing in a quarrel in the for-

tress of FeUim (O'Conor), son of Cathal Crov-

deta-g.

A.D. 1234.

1. Muintir GioUgain, a district m Anally, or Longford, of

which the O'Quiims were chiefs. See notes on Anally and

Teffia.

2. Cuireach Lifi was the ancient name of the Curragli of Kil-

dare. Mareschal, above mentioned, was the celebrated Richard

Mareschal, earl of Pembroke, who was treacherously killed on the

Curragh of Kildare by the contrivance of Jeotfrey de Marisco, and

the other English barons. Mac Maurice, so often mentioned at

this period, was Maurice Fitzgerald, lord justice of Ireland.
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Tlie English of Ireland, having collected their

forces under Rickard Mac William Burke, and the

following leaders, namely, Mac Muiris (Mac-

Maurice), lord justice of Ireland, Hugo de Lacy,

cai-1 of Ulster, Walter Riddlesford, chief baron of

Leinster, with the English of Leinster, and John
Cogan, with the English of Munster, and the

Routes (or lords of the Marches) of Ireland,

proceeded across the Shannon at Athlone, to

Roscommon, and burned the town ; from thence

they went to Elphin, where they burned the great

church, and from thence to the monastery of Ath-

da-la-arg at Boyle, on the night of Trinity Sunday,

A party of their soldiers attacked the monaster}-,

broke open the scripta (sacristy or sanctuary),

and took therefrom the cheJices, vestments, and

other precious articles. The English nobles were

much displeased at this act, and sent back every

thing they could find, and paid for such as could

not be recovered. On the following day they

sent scouting parties to Creit, to Cairthe Muil-

chen, and to the tower of Glen Fearna,' from

which they carried away great booty to the lord

justice at Ai-dcarne. The Enghsh then privately

resolved, at the request of Owen O'Heyne (in

order to be revenged of the people of Munster and

Donogh Cairbreach O'Brien, for the wrongs he

had sustaine ), to return back the same way
through Tir Maine, Maonmoy, and from thence

to Thomond, and to come unawares on the

people of Munster ; and in their progress they

committed great plunders. When Felim, son of

Cathal Crovdearg, perceived that the English had
departed, he resolved to lead his forces to join the

men of Munster, and having arrived at their

quarters, several fierce engagements took place

every day, but at length the Conacians and
Munster men gave the English a general battle, in

which they : ought bravely, but were, however,

finally defeated by the superior numbers of the

A.D. 1235.
1

.

Glen Fearnn, that is, the Glen of the Alder Trees, now Glcn-
fame, a large valley surrounded by high mountains, near Manor-
hamilton, in the county of Leitrim." Cairtke Miiilchen, now Glen-
car, another large valley in the parish of Killasnet, county of
Leitrim. Creit, afterwards called Crcy, in the parish of Kil-
toghert, in Leitrim. Ardcame was near Boyle.

2. Conmnlcne Mnra, or the barony of Ballynahinch, in Cona-
mara. Connuucne Culle Tola, now the barony of Kilmaine, in

Mayo.
3. Dunmugltdord, an ancient fortress in the par"sh of Auggaval,

English, whose cavalry and infantry were clad in

armour. Many were slain on both sides, but the

Munster men suffered most loss, through the

mismanagement of Donogh Cairbreach O'Brien.

The Conacians then returned home, and on the

following day, O'Brien made peace with the

English, and gave them hostages. The English

then returned to Connaught, and first went to

Hugh O'Flaherty, who made peace with them for

the protection of his people and property. In

the mean time, Felim, son of Cathal Crovdearg,

determined on caiTying away all the cattle in

Conmaicne Mara and Conmaicne Cuile,^ of those

who would be counselled by hiiu, and took

along with him the son of Manus and Conor Roe,

son of Murtogh Muinagh (O'Conor), with whom
he proceeded to ODonnell's country (i.e. Donal

More), and left the territories quite bare to the

English. After this the English came to Dun
Mughdord, and sent a message to INIanus, son of

Murtogh Muinagh, demanding hostages, but

Manus would yield them neither submission

nor hostages. The English then sent a veiy

strong force from Mughdord,' against the sons of

Roderick, plundered Eccuil, and carried away

great spoils to the English at Druimni. Hugh
O'Flaherty and Owen O'Hyne, marched round

with another large force, and brought boats with

them to Lionan-chinn-mara. This force, with the

boats, met the lord justice from Druimne, at the

port of Inis Aonaigh ; Manus, who at this time

had his vessels on the sea at Inis Aonaigh, made
frequent attacks on the English ; and they also

attacked him, but they desisted for a time,

removed their camp, and drew their boats round

to the rear of a large strand in that place. As

soon as Manus perceived this movement he sailed

to Inis Raithne, and sent a party of his people
.

into Inis Aoinaigh, When the English saw that

Manus and his people landed on those islands

barony of Murrisk, county of Mayo. Vruimnl, now Druimneen,
near Westport, in Mayo. Lionan-chinn-mara, now Leenan, near
Killery Harbour, county of Galway. Inis Aonaigh, an island in

Killery Bay, between Mayo and Galway. Inis Raithin, another
of those islands in Killery Bay. Itm Modh, a general name ap-
plied to the islands in Clew Bay, county of Mayo. Umaill, or

Hy JSIalia, formerly the county of the O'Mallies, now the baronies

of Murrisk and Burishoole, county of Mayo. Eccnill, now
Achill Island, county of Mayo. Liit/lthardan, now called Luffer-

tan, in the parish of Balliutobber, barony of Carra, county of

Mayo.
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they conveyed their boats along the strand, and,

having launched them on the sea, quickly filled

them with well armed men clad in armour, and

proceeded to the islands on which Manus's men
were, except Inis Raithin, on which Manus him-

self was posted, and slew all the people they

found on the islands. Manus and his men, who
were on Inis Raithne, took to their shipping and

sailed from the island ; but had Manus been on

friendly terms with the O'Malleys, they would

have sent their shipping against the Enghsh.

The English can-ied off all the cattle of Insi Modh
in one day, and the inhabitants would have left the

islands, together with their cattle, from excessive

want, had they not been prevented. Many of the

common people were slain that night by the

English. On the following day, being Friday

(Good Frida}'), the English invaded the islands

north of UmhaiU, but the officers of the army, out

of respect to the crucifixion of Christ, commanded
that no person should be put to death on that

day. After the English had devastated and spoiled

Hy Malia, both by sea and land, they proceeded

with the cattle and booty to Lughbardan, from

whence they marched to Eas Dara (Ballysadare),

and plundered O'Donnell, in consequence of his

having protected FeUm O'Conor, who had fled to

him for refuge. From this they proceeded to

Corrsliabh-na-Seghsa (Curlew mountains), and to

the harbour of the Rock on Lough Key,'' for the

puqiose of taking it from the people of Felim

O'Conor, and Cormac, son of Tomaltagh (Mac

Dermott), who guarded it. The English and the

lord justice gave protection and Tennon (sanc-

tuary), to Clarus Mac MaoiUn, archdeacon of

Elphin, and to the canons of Trinity Island, in

honour of the Holy Trinity ; and the lord justice

himself, accompanied by the English nobles, went

to inspect that place and to offer up their prayers,

after which they constructed wonderful engines,

with great ingenuity and invention, by which they

took the Rock of Lough Key fi-ora the people of

Felim and Comiac, and, after taking possession of

it, the lord justice left a gamson there, with as

much provisions and ale as were necessary. The
Enghsh on that expedition rendered Connaught

4. TJie JiocTi of Lmigh Key was a fortress of the Mac Der-
motts at Lough Key, near Boyle, in the county of Roscommon,

bare of food, raiment, and cattle ; deprived it of

peace and happiness, and left the inhabitants

nothing but discord, and mutual plunder and
slaughter. The English, however, obtained

neither hostages nor submission on that occasion.

Felim (O'Conor) made peace with the lord jus-

tice, and they (the Enghsh), gave him the five

districts of the king free of purchase and rents.

Cormac Mac Dermott regained possession of

the Rock of Lough Key twenty days after it had
been taken by the English, in the following man-
ner : The constable, attended by a large party of

his men, having gone out at night, one of their

own gamson, named O'Hostin, closed the gates

after them, and delivered up the fortress to Cor-

mac. The English were conveyed by a guard to

Trinity Island, and safely sent out of the countiy,

after which the fortifications of the Rock were

demohshed by Cormac, in order that the Enghsh
might not take possession of it again.

Donal and Murtogh, the sons of Muiredagh
O'Malley, were slain by Donal, son of IManus, son

of Mm-togh O'Conor, aided by Niall Roe, son of

Cathal, son of Conor, at Chara (Claremorris),

w^here he was also inteiTed.

Tuathal, son of Mortogh O'Conor, was slain by
Conor Buidhe, son of Torlogh O'Conor, and by
Conor, son of Hugh Muinagh.

The castle of Meelick was demohshed by FeUm
O'Conor.

A.D. 1236.

Mac Raith Mac Maolin, priest of Kilmactreana,

in Tiren'ell (in the county of Sligo), died.

Hugh O'Gibellain, priest of Kih-odan (in tlie

county of Sligo), and afterwards canon of Trinity

Island, died on Christmas night.

The lord justice, that is, Mac Maurice (Fitz-

gerald), having summoned the Enghsh of Ireland to

a convention held by him atAthfearaine, Felim, son

of Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor, king of Connaught,

came to the meeting ; but it was determined

amongst them to act treacherously towards Fehm,

although he was gossip to the lord justice. The

motive of the English in assembhng at that place

from which a part of that family were afterwards designated as

the Mac Dermotts of the Rock.
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being such, Felim, who had received intelligence

of their intention, fled from the meeting, with a

few horse, to Roscommon, but was pm'sued thither,

and from thence as far as the bridge of Sligo ; and

he ])laced b.imsclf under the protection of O'Don-
nell. As they did not succeed in capturing him,

they committed great devastations in the territoiy

of Teige O'Conor, and carried into bondage and
captivity a great number of fair women, after which
they returned with these captives to Druim Greg-

raidhe in Moylurg, as it was there that the lord

justice was awaiting their movements. The above-

mentioned meeting was held after Mac William

(Burke) liad gone to England. The lord justice

and the English returned to theu' homes, and left

the government of the countiy in the hands of

Biyan, son of Torlogh (O'Conor), by whom and

the English soldiers of the lord justice, great

depredations were committed on the sons of Hugh,
son of Cathal Crovdearg, and on many others of

Felim's people. The sons of Hugh, in retaUation,

plundered the English, and the Irish enemies who
supported them, so that the country was altogether

laid waste between them.

Conor O'Conor, son of Hugh Muinagh, was
slain by Manus, son of Mortogh O'Conor.

Maolmuire O'Laughnan, having been elected to

the see of Tuam, went to England, and after

receiving the Pope's letters, was, with the consent

of the king, consecrated.

Mac WiUiam (Burke) returned from England,

but it was not known whether for peace or ^var.

FeUm, son of Cathal Crovdeai-g, returned to

Connaught, having been invited thither by some
ofthe Conacians, namely,by O'Kelly and O'Flynn,

the sons of Hugh, the son of Cathal Crovdearg,

and the son of Art O'Melaghhn, all fonning four

strong battalions. They marched to Rinn-Duin,

where Bryan, son of Torlogh (O'Conor), Owen
O'Heyne, Conor Buidhe, son of Torlogh, and Mac
Costello, had all the cattle of the country.

Felim's men crossed over the rampart and ditch

which fortified the island, and every leader of a

troop, and chief of a band, drove off each a share of

the cattle as they found them on the place ; and
they then separated with their booty, leaving

of the four battalions only four horsemen with

Fehm. As Bryan, son of Torlogh, and Owen
O'Heyne, with their party, perceived that Fehm's

forces were scattered with their booty, they set out

quickly and actively, with a small party of horse

and many foot soldiers, to attack O'Conor and his

few men. Conor Buidhe, son of Torlogh, did not

])erceive them until he came up, and, mistaking

them for his own partj^, was killed by Roderick,

son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg. Felim

(the king), loudly calling his men, commanded
them to leave their booty, and attack the enemy

;

and many of the party were killed by Felim and

his followers in the battle, both on and outside of

the Island, and amongst the killed were many
notorious for their crimes and e\'il deeds. Teige,

son of Cormac, son of Tomaltagh Mac Dermott,

was amongst the slain. When Mac William heard

of the defeat of all those who had opposed O'Conor,

he joined him to subdue them. Dennod, son of

Manus, having heard of these events, proceeded to

attack Manus, son of Mmlogh O'Conor.

After this Mac William went to Tuam, unnoticed

and unperceived, and from thence to Mayo, of the

Saxons ; and he left not a rick or measiu'e of corn

at the great church of Mayo, or in the church of

Teampull Michil, the Archangel ; and his troops

earned off from these churches eighty measures

of corn. They aftei-wards went to Turlogh, and

plundered his place in a similar manner. They
then sent a party to plunder the people of Dermod,
son of Manus, and, meeting with the people of

Conor Roe and of Turlogh, the three parties plun-

dered these places indiscriminately. Manus was

obliged to banish and expel the people of Dermod,

and on the following day Conor Roe went to Mac
William, and made peace with him ; and the cattle

of which he had been plundered were restored, and

all the property which had been taken from the

churches, and could be recognised as belonging to

them, was also restored. Dermod, son of Manus,

submitted to the English, and claimed protection

for his people and property.

Mac William proceeded to Balla, where he re-

mained one night : from thence he went to Tuam
;

and he left Connaught without peace, happiness,

or provisions, either in churches or country.

Hugh O'Flaherty, lord ofWest Connaught, died.

The eyes of Dermod, son of Niall O'Rourke,

were put out by Cuchonaght O'Reilly.

Cathal Riabhach, son of GioUaBuidhe O'Rom'ke,

lord of Hy Briuin, died.
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Great stonns and rain and violent wars pre-

vailed in this year.

The sons of Roderick, and Conor, son of Cormac

Mac Dermott, were defeated iia the battle of

Cluan-Catha,' by Felim O'Conor.

Gillpatrick Mac GioUaroidli (or Mac Gillroy),

lord of Kinel Aongusa, died.

Terraon Caollaine- was burned by the lord

justice.

O'Donnell (Donal More) led his forces into

Ulidia as far as lubhar-chinn-choiche,^ plundered

every place tlirough which he passed, and exacted

hostages and submission from the greater part of

Ulster.

A. D. 1237.

Thomas O'Ruadhain, bishop of Luighne

(Achonry), died.

Giolla-Iosa, son of the historian O'Tormaigh

(or O'Tormey), bishop of Conmaicne (Ardagh),

died.

Giolla-na-neag O'Monaghan died in the monas-

tery of Boyle.

Fehm, son of Cathal Crovdearg, marched his

forces into Connaught, to attack the descendants

of Roderick O'Conor, namety, Bryan, son of Tor-

logh, Mmiogh and Donal, sons of Dermod, son

of Roderick, and Conor, son of Cormac, son of

Dermod. In this expedition Felim was aided by

Cuchonaght O'Reilly, with all the Hy Briuin

(or people of Cavan), and Cathal Mac Rannall, at

the head of the people of Conmaicne (or the people

of Muintir Eoluis, in Leitrim). Fehm, with his

forces, crossed the Curlew Mountains northward,

and arrived at Druim Raide, in pm'suit of the

people of Roderick, with the soldiers of the lord

justice, and prepared to give them battle. Felim

commanded his men not to lose time in discharging

their arrows, or throwing missiles, but to charge

and come to close quarters at once ; they did so

accordingly, and the (Enghsh) soldiers did not long

sustain the charge, but were defeated and di-iven

A.D. 1236.

1. C/imn Cn<7(«, a place now called Battlefield, in the barony
of Corran, county of Sligo.

2. Termon Caollaine, supposed to be the abbey of Callan, in

the county of Kilkenny.

3. luhlinr-clihm-choiche, probably the same as lubbar-cliinn-

traighe, the ancient name of Newry.

back to their own people, and a great number of

them slain, amongst whom was the son of Milrig.

When Roderick perceived that their forces were

put to flight, they retreated from the position
j

they had taken up, wthout losing any of their own
men ; but after this defeat they became dispersed,

and had no footing in Siol MiiiTay (Roscommon).

All their people were plundered by FeUm, and

much depredation was committed on Conor, the

son of Cormac, in Tyi-en-ell. Fehm's party, after

that, conveyed their vessels to Lough Key, from

which they expelled Cormac Mac Dermott, lord of

Moylmg, and plundered the entire of Moylurg

;

and they put Donogh, son of Murtogh Luath

Shuileach (the Quick Eyed), in possession of the

government of the countiy, and of the lake.

The lord justice made peace with FeUm, and

the five districts of the king were given him, free

of purchase or rents.

Manus, son of Dermod, son of Manus, was

slain by Donal, son of Dermod, son of Roderick

O'Conor.

Mmtogh, the son of Dermod, son of Roderick

O'Conor, was slain by the son of Manus, son of

Mm"togh Muinagh.

Conor, son of Coraiac, committed depredations

on Roderick O'Gara ; and the brother of Roderick

was slain.

Tlie hostages of Conor, son of Coraiac, were

slain by Fehm, son of Cathal Crovdearg.

A monastery of canons was founded by Clarus

Mac Maihn, on Trinity Island, in Lough Uachtair,'

under the recommendation and patronage of Cathal

O'Reilly.

The English barons of Ireland, ha-i-ing settled

in Connaught, commenced building castles there.

A. D. 1238.

Fehx O'Ruanadha (O'Rooney), archbishop of

Tuam, who had previously resigned liis bishoprick

in honour of God, and had taken the monastic habit

in Maiy's Abbey, m Dubhn, died.

A.D. 1237.

1. Loch Uachtair, or Lough Oughter, in the county of Cavan,

on an island in which, called Trinity Island, this monastery was
founded and endowed by Cathal O'Reilly, prmce of Brefney.

See Ware.
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Donogh Uaithnagh, son of Hugh, son of Rode-

rick O'Conor, was slain by Teige, son of Hugh,
son of Cathal Crovdearg.

Donogh, son of Duarcan O'Hara, lord of Lieny,

was taken prisoner by Teige, son of Hugh, son of

Cathal Crovdearg, and as he was brought to be

confined, he was slain by his own kinsman, the

son of Hugh O'Hara, in Hy Briuin of the Shan-

non.

Flaherty Mac Cathmaoil, head chief of Kinel

Fereadaigh, and cliief of Clan Congail, and of

O'Ceannfhoda, in Tir Manach, the most distin-

guished for braveiy and hospitality in Tir Eogain,

was slain by Donogh Mac Cathmaoil, his own kins-

man.

Donogh, son of Murtogh (Mac Dermott), hav-

ing proceeded into Brefney, to O'Reilly, from wliich

he marched with a great force into Connaught,

plundered the people of Cluain Coirpthe,' and

killed many of the chiefs of Muinter Eoluis, and

of the Tuatha, who pm-sued him to recover the

booty.

Mulroony, son of Donogh O'Dowd, was slain

by Malachy, son of Conor Roe, son of Murtogh

Muimnagh, and by the son of Tiarnan, son of

Cathal Migarain O'Conor.

Castles were erected in Muintir Murchadha,^ in

Conmaicne Cuile, and in Ceara, by the English

barons before mentioned.

Mac Maurice, lord justice of Ireland, and Hugo
De Lacy, earl of Ulster, marched with their forces

into Kinel Connell. They deposed Mac LoughUn
(i. e. Donal), and gave the lordship of Kinel Owen
to Bryan, the son of O'Neill, and they themselves

took the hostages of the north of Ireland.

The Cloicteach of Eanach Duin,' was erected.

Cathal Mac Riabhaigh, chief of Scedne,* died.

A. D. 1238.

1. Cliiain Coirpthe, OT Cnir/^f/fe, was a place in Kinel Dobhtha,
a district wliicli lay alons the Shannon, in the present barony of

Ballintobber, county of Uoscoinmoii. A church was founded here

by the abbot, St. Berach, in tlie sixth century.

2. Muinter Miireliad/ia, in Conmaicne Cuile, now the barony
of Kihnain, county of Mayo. Ceara, now the barony of Carra,

county of Mayo.
a. manach Duiii, and Cloicteach. Eanach Dtiin, nov the

parish of Aniiadown, in the county of Galway, an ancient bishop's

see. Cloicteach is derived by some from Cloeh, a stene, and
teach, a building or house ; by others from Clog, a bell, and teach,

a house, and is therefore supposed by some to si<jnify a belfry,

while others have translated it a round-tower. O'Reiliy gives the
word C/o;(7f/(mc/(, a steeple or belfry; O'Brien gives Clogas, as

a belfry or steeple.

A.D. 1239.

Murtogh, the son of Donal O'Brien, died.

The battle of Carn Siadhail' was fought by
Donal Mac Loughlin, in which the following chiefs

were slain, namely, Donal Tamhnaighe O'Neill,

Mac Mahon, Sorly O'Gormly, Caoch Bearnais

O'Gonnly, and the chiefs of Kinel Moain, with

many others ; and Donal Mac LoughUn re-assumed

the lordship, but was deprived of it, soon after the

battle.

Torlogh, son of Roderick O'Conor, King of

Connaught, died.

Fergal, son of Cuchonacht O'Reilly, lord of

Dartry,^ of Clan Firmaighe, and, according to

some books, of Brefney, from the mountain east-

ward, was slain by Muh-oony, son of Fergal, and

Conor, son of Cormac, while attacking the sons of

NiaU, son of Congalagh, after having plundered

them and stormed their house ; and Mmiogh, the

son of Niall, surrended, on his word of honom*,

but he was seized, and immediately slain, after the

son of O'Reilly had been killed.

The Enghsh of Ireland committed depredations

on O'DoneU, and plundered Carbuiy, (in Sligo)

;

and the lord justice himself was at Ballysadare,

du-ecting their movements, and his scouts went to

Drumchff.

Lasarina, daughterofCathal CrovdeargO'Conor,

and wife of O'Donnell, gave half a townland of

her marriage dowry, \iz., Rosbirn, to Clarus Mac
Maolin, and to the confraternity of the canons of

Trinity Island, on Lough Key, in honour of the

Trinity, and of the Vu-gin Marj'.

Cormac, the son of Art O'Melaghlin, died.

A.D. 1240.

A monastery was erected in Waterford, by sir

4. Sceclne was a district in Moylurg, the present barony of

Boyle, county of Roscommon. Tlie name Mac Ria1)haigh has
been made by some Mac Reavy, by others Mac Colreavy, and an-
glicised by others into Gray.

A.D. 1239.

1. Carn, Siadhail, supposed to be Carnteel, a parish in the

barony of Dungannon, county of Tyrone. Caoch Searnais
O'Gorinlcy, that is, the blind O'Goruiley of Bearnais, or Barnes-
more, in tlie county of Donegal.

2. Dartry, now the barony of Rosclogher, county of Leitrim
;

and Clan Firmaighe was another place adjoining it, of which
places it appears O'Reilly became chief at this time, though it was
part of O'Rourke's country. The other chiefs here mentioned
were also of the O'Reilly clan.



REIGN OF HENRY III. 61

Hugo Pursel, for the brothers of the order of St.

Francis.

Giolla-na-necv O'Dreain, archdeacon of Ai'd-

carne, died.

Cuchouaght O'Reilly marched with a great force

against Cormac Mac Dermoft ; he plundered the

entire countiy, as far as Ardcarne, and slew many
persons, in revenge for his son's death ; he deposed

Cormac, son of Tomaltagh ; and Donogh, son of

Murtogh, assumed the lordship of Moylurg.

Fehm O'Conor went to England, to the king,

to lodge complaints against both English and Irish,

and having received great honours from the king,

he returned home safe.

Hugh, son of GioUa-na-neev Crum O'Shaugh-

nessey, was slain by Conor, son of Hugh, son of

Cathal Crovdearg, and by Fiachra O'Flynn.

Sadhbh' (Sabina), daughter of O'Kennedy, the

wife of Donogh Cairbreach O'Brien, died.

The monasteiy ofTighe Molaga,^ in Carberry, in

Munster, in the diocese of Ross, was founded for

brothers of the order of St. Francis, by Mac
Carthy Riabhach, lord of Carberry, and his own
tomb was constructed in the choir (or chancel).

The Barry Moi'es, the O'Mahonnys of Carberry,

and the bai-ons de Courcy, are also interred

there.

A.D. 1241.

Murtogh O'Flaherty, bishop of Eanagh Dime,
died.

The chm-ch of the friars minors (Franciscans),

at Athlone, was consecrated by the successor of St.

Patrick.

Donal More, the son of Egnaghan O'Donnell,

lord of Tirconnell, Fennanagh, and North
Connaught, as far as the Curlew mountains, and

of OrgiaU, from the Clar' northwards, died in a

monastic habit, having gained the palm of victoiy

over the world and the de\il, and was interred.

A. D. 1240.
1. SndJtb?i signifies goodness, and was a frequent name ofwomen

among- the Irish. It has been made mto Sahina.

2. Tiflh MoJugn, sisnifyint^ the house of St. Molasa, now the
parish of Timolcasue, partly in the baronies of Barryroe and
Carberry, county of Corli.

A.D. 1241.
1. Clar signifies a plain, and therefore this passage appears to

mean that liis power extended over Orgiall, from the plaiu of
Louth, northwards, including Monaghan.

with great honours and solemnity, in the monastery

of Eas Roe (Ballyshannon), in the harvest of this

year.

Malachy O'Donnell was appointed lord of Tir-

connell in his father's place. O'Neill (i.e. Bryan),

after having been expelled by Donal Mac Lough-

lin, came to O'Donnell, who, wth his forces, ac-

companied O'Neill to Tyrone, and they fought

\vith Mac Loua-hlin the battle of Caimeirse,^ in

\\"hich were slain Donal O'Loughlin, lord of Kinel

Owen, and nine of his kinsmen, together with all

the chiefs of Kinel Owen ; and Bryan was then ap-

pointed lord of Kinel Owen.

Dermod, son of Manus, son of Torlogh More
O'Conor, a man eminent for hospitality and gene-

rosity, died.

Sitrick Mac Oiraghty, cliief of Clan Tomalty,

died.

Walter de Lacy, lord of the English of Meath,

and chief counsellor of the English of Ireland,

died in England.

Teige, son of Roderick O'Gara, died.

Teige O'Conor plundered Dartry and Clan Fer-

maighe (in Leitrim).

The lord justice, Maurice Fitzgerald, ha%'ing

collected a great army, marched into Moy Aoi (in

Roscommon), where he plundered Fiachra O'Flj-nn

and Donogh Mac Dermott. A small party of

O'Conor's people overtook them, and slew Nar
Mac GioUa Kelly, and many others.

Donal Mac Clancy, chief ofDartry (in Leitrim),

died.

A.D. 1242.

Donal Mac Ah-ten died a canon at Kllmore.

A great chapter was held by the primate of Ar-

magh, and by the abbots of the canons of Ireland,

at Lughmadh (Louth), on which occasion were

exliibited the rehcs which St. Moctheus had

brought from Rome.'

2. Cnimeirffe, probably the parish of Cumber, in the barony of

Tirkeeran, county of Derry ; or the place might be near tlie Cama-
wen or Cameron river, in the barony of Omagh, county of Tyrone.

A.D. 1242.

1. Si. il/oc/(/a, or Mochteus, a disciple of St. Patrick, was the

founder, and first bishop of the see of Louth. The archbishop of

Armagh at this time, was Albert of Cologne.
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Donogh Cairbreagh O'Brien, lord of the Dal-

cassians, the tower of generosity and excellence of

the south of Ireland, and his son Torlogh, died.

Conor O'Brien assumed the sovereignty of

Thomond.
Hugh O'Conor, surnamed Athehleirach, the

son of Hugh, son of Rodej-ick O'Conor, was slain

by Torlogh, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crov-

dearg.

Bryan Dearg (or the Red), son of Donogh
O'Dowd, lord of Tireragh, Tyrawlej^, and Erris,

was slain on his journey to perform a pilgrimage

at the monastery of Boyle.

The lord justice, with the English of Ireland, and

Felim, the son of Cathal Cro\dearg, marched with

a powerful force into Tirconnell, in pursuit ofTeige

O'Conor, who had fled thither ; they encamped at

DiTjim Tuama (Drumhome), and committed great

ravages on that expedition, although Teige was

given up to them.

Teige O'Conor was afterwards taken prisoner by

Cuchonaght O'Reilly, at the instigation of Fehm,
son of Cathal Crovdeai'ff.

A.D. 1243.

Petrus Macraith, after spending his Ufe with the

canons of Trinity Island, Lough Key, died, and

was buried on St. Martin's day.

Finachta O'Lughadha, the coarb of St. Benen,'

died.

Maoleoin O'Crechain, archdeacon of Tuam, after

his return fi'om beyond the seas as a professor,

died in Dublin.

Cathasach O'Snedhiusa, dean of Muinter Maol-

roony (Moylurg, in Roscommon), died at Ardcarne

on the 10th of August.

Teige, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg,

was set at liberty by O'Reilly, who came 'along

with him to the monastery of Boyle with his forces,

and having proceeded to the house of Mac Der-

mott, that is, Connac, the son of Tomaltach, he

A.D. 1243.
1. Coarb of St. Bmen; that is, successor of St. Benen, or

Benignus, who was archbishop of Armagh, and a disciple of
St. Patrick, but had been prerioiisly placed by him over the church
of Drumlias, now the parish of Drumlease, county of Leitrim, and
diocese of Kilinore.

2. Mot/rein, sometimes called Conmaicne Moyrein, was a terri-

tory in the south of Leitrim, witli some adjoining parts of Lonsford,

took himselfand his wife prisoners (namely Etaoin,

the daughter of Fingin, who was also Teige's own
mother), and gave her to Cuchonaght O'Reilly,

which he did in reward of his own liberation.

Teige O'Conor went again, with a small party,

to attend a meeting ajipointed by O'Reilly, who
treacherously took Teige prisoner, slew his people,

and kept himself in confinement until the following

feast of St. Bearrach.

The king of England having collected a great

aiTny to oppose the king of France, sent messen-

gers commanding the attendance of the English of

Ireland to his aid. Richard Mac Wilham Burke
was among those who went, and he died abroad

with the same army.

Cathal, son of Hugh O'Conor, the ward of

Muinter Reilly, having turned against them, and

plundered Murtogh Mac Suihgh, in Moy Nisse

(in Leitrim), took Murtogh himself prisoner, and

slew him at Kilseisin. He immediately after plrni-

dered Clan Firmaighe and Dartry.

Moyrein^ was plundered by Cathal O'Conor,

and a war ensued between O'Conor and O'Reilly.

A.D. 1244.

Donagh, son of Fingin, son of Malachy, son of

Hugh, son of Torlogh O'Conor, bishop of Elphin,

died on the 23rd of April, on Inis Clothran, and

was interred in the monastery of Boyle.

The archdeacon of Tuam was drowned in Glas

Linn of Cluan'.

Donogh More O'Daly^, a learned man, and pre-

eminent in poetiy, died, and was buried in the

monasteiy of Boyle.

Teige, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg,

had his eyes put out, and was hanged by Cucho-

naght O'Reilty, on the feast of St. Bearraidh, on

Inis-na-conake, in Lough Allen, (in Leitrim), after

having been in confinement from the feast of

St. Martin to that time.

Roderick, son ofHugh, Iris brother, was drowned

and by some identified with Sluintir Eoluis, or Mac Rannalls's

country.

A.D. 1244.

1. Glas Linn of Chum ; or the grey pool of Cluan ; supposed to

be Cluainfois, near Tuam, where there was an abbey and celebrated

school in the sixth century.

2. DonayhMore O'Xiff?)/, according to O'Reilly, in his Account
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on the Cuii-in Conachtach, at Athleague of the

Shannon (Lanesborough), on the 9th day ofMarch,

and was interred in the monastery of Chian Tuais-

ceart, (Clontuskeil), with solemnity and honour.

Conor, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg,

died within a month of spring.

Fehm, son of Cathal Crovdearg, marched with

his forces eastward into Brefney, against O'RciUy,

to be revenged for his ward and kinsman Tcige

O'Conor ; they remained a night encamped at

Fiodhnach, of Moy Rein.^ The abbot was not at

home on that night, and the church of Fiodhnach

being unroofed, a party of the soldiers bm-ned the

tents and huts which were erected in the inside,

without the permission of their leaders, and the

alumnus of the abbot was smothered. The abbot

himself came the following day, very much in-

censed and enraged at the death of his alumnus,

and demanded his Eraic* from O'Conor, who an-

swered, that he would grant him his own de-

mand. " My demand," said the abbot, is, " that

the best man among you be given up as an Eraic

for my alumnus." " That person," said O'Conor,
'

is Manus, son of Murtogh Muimnagh.- I
not indeed," replied Manus, "but the chief com-

mander is." " I shall not part with you," said the

abbot, " until I obtain my Eraic." The party after

that, marched out of the town, and the abbot hav-

ing followed them, they proceeded to Ath-na-Cuire,

on the river Geircthigh, but the flood so overflowed

its banks, that they could not cross it; and in order

to pass over, they broke up the chapel house of

St. John the Baptist, which was adjacent to the

ford, and placed the timber across the river.

Manus, son of Murtogh Muimnagh, went into the

house, accompanied by Conor, son of Cormac Mac
Dermott, and while i\Ianus was giving directions

to the man that was on the top of the house,

stripping the roof, he pointed up his sword and said

" There is the nail which prevents the beam from

falling" ; and on saying so, the top rafter of the

house fell on his head, which it smashed, and killed

him on the spot. He was buried on the outside of

the door of the church of Fiodhnach, and three times
the full of the kings' bell of money were given

of Irish Writers, was abbot of Boyle, and a famous poet, who,
from the sweetness of bis verses, was called the Ovid of Ireland.

3. Fiodhnach of Moyrein, was the celebrated abbey of Fenagh,
in Leitrim.

as an offering for his soul, and also thirty steeds
;

so it was thus that the coarb of St. Caillin obtain-

ed an Eraic for his alumnus. A monument of cut

stone, and a handsome carved cross, were raised

over the body of Manus, but after some time

they were broken by the people of O'Rourke.

Cormac, son of Tomaltagh, son of Conor Mac
Dermott, lord of the entire of Clan Maolroony,

died in the habit of a grey friar, in the monastery

of Boyle, in harvest, ha\ing gained the victory

over the world and the devil, and ha\'ing been

twenty-six years in the lordship.

Fergal Mac Tagadain was slain by Conor Mac
Tighernain, on Inis Fraoich, in Lough Gill (coun-

ty of Sligo).

A.D. 1245.

Donal O'Flanagan, abbot of Cong, died.

Conor Roe, son of Murtogh Muimnagh, son of

Torlogh O'Conor, w'as wounded with a dagger by

O'Timmaith, his own steward, which hajjpened

in consequence of a dispute arising between them

at Port-na-Leige ; but the steward was slain by

Gillcreest, son of Ivar O'Beirne, and Conor Roe

was conveyed to the monastery of Boyle, where he

died of the wound, and was inten-ed there, after

the benefit of extreme unction and repentance.

The castle of Sligo was erected by Mac Maurice

Fitzgerald, lord justice, and by the Siol Murray
;

for Felim (O'Conor), was commanded to build it

at his own expense, and to draw to it stones and

lime, together with the materials of the hospital-

house of the Trinity, after the same place had been

given by the lord justice to Clarus Mac Maoilin,

honour of the Holy Trinity.

The king of England marched with a great army

into Wales, and encamped at the castle of Gannoc,

where he summoned to his aid the lord justice,

with the English of Ireland, and Fehm, son of

Cathal Crovdearg, with theu- forces. When they

went thither, Wales was devastated by them, but

however, they took no hostages on that expedition.

Felim O'Conor and his forces were highly

honoured by the king.

4. Eraic or Eric, was the term applied to a fine or compensa-
tion either in vahie or person, as a reparation for crimes and
injuries, according to the laws and customs of the ancient Irish.
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The castle of Ath-an-chip, on the borders of

Moy Nisse,' was erected by Miles Mac Costello.

Fiachra, the son of Da\ad O'Flynn, chief of Siol

Maolroony, (in Roscommon), died.

Carroll Buidhe, son of Teige, son of Aongus

Findabragh O'Daly, died.

The castle of Siiicin was erected.

Rannall O'Mulloy vras slain by the Conacians.

Murtogh, son of Maiu'ice, son of Cathal Mac
Dermott, was slain by the men of Brefney.

O'Donnell (Malachy), marched with a force

against the English and Irish of North Connaught,

and they carried away much cattle and pro-

perty on that expedition.

A.D. 1246.

John O'Hugroin, the son of the coarb of St.

Mochua,bishop of Elphin, died at Rath Aodha Mic
Brie'

John Mac Geoffrey^ having come to Ireland as

lord justice, Maurice Fitzgerald was removed.

Druim Leathan' was burned this year.

Malachy, son of Conor Roe, son of Murtogh

Muimnagh O'Conor, was slain by Murtogh
O'Dowd, for which, Murtogh was banished across

the seas.

Maurice Fitzgerald marched with a force into

Tirconnell ; he gave the half of TirconneU to Cor-

mac, son of Dermod, son of Roderick O'Conor
;

took hostages from O'Donnell for the other half,

and Jeft them in the castle of Sligo.

O'Donnell, (Malachy), and the chiefs of Kinel

Conn ell, came on the first of November to Sligo,

andburned the outworks ofthe town,but could not,

however, take the castle; and the garrison hanged

their hostages in their sight, having suspended

them from the top of the castle, namely O'Mianain,

the tutor of O'Donnell, and his foster brother.

A.D. 1245.

1. Moy Nissi was a district on tlie eastern side of the Shannon,
in the county of Leitrim, near Carrick-on-Shaunon.

A.D. 1240.
1. Until Aodha Mac Brie, now Rathhufch, in the barony of

Moycashel, comity of Westraeath, where Aodhor Aidus,the son of

Brec, founded a monastery in the sixtli century.

2. John Mac Geoffretj ; or, Fifzgeoffrey, was the son of
Geofii-py deMiirisco, formerly lord justice of Ireland.

3. Druim Leathan, now Dromlane, in the county of Cavan,
where a monastery was founded by St. Moep, in the sixth century.

4. Airthera, signifyhig the eastern districts, now the barony "of

JMurtogh O'Hanlon, lord of Airther,'' was slain,

by command of Bryan O'Neill.

Hugh, son of Hugh O'Conor, was taken prison-

er, and plundered.

Torlogh, son of Hugh O'Conor, made his escape

from the Cranog' of Lough Leisi, in har\'est, and

drowned those who guarded him, namely, Cormac

O'Murray, and the two O'Ainmiraghs.

Torlogh was again taken prisoner, from the pro-

tection of the bishop of Clonfert, and, having been

deUvered into the hands of the English, he was

confined in the castle of Athlone.

Albert Almaineach,'' Archbishop of Armagh,

retired to Hungary.

A.D. 1247.

Conor O'Murray, bishop of Fiachra Aidhne

(Kilmacduagh), died in Bristuma.

Hugh Mac Conchailleadh, abbot of Cluan Eois

(Clones), died.

Malachy O'Donnell, lord of Tirconnell, Kinel

Moain, Inisowen, and Fermanagh, was slain by
Maurice Fitzgerald. This happened in the follow-

ing manner : Maurice Fitzgerald and the English

collected a great force, and, ha\ing first marched

to Sligo, they ^^roceeded thence to Eas Aodha
Ruaidh Mic Baduirn.' Conor, son of Dermod,
son of Roderick O'Conor, joined them, on the

Wednesday after the feast of SS. Peter and Paul.

O'Donnell collected the forces of Tirconnell and

Tyrone to oppose them, and prevent either the

English or Irish from crossing Ath Seanaigh

(BaUyshannon), for an entire week, upon M'hich

they determined to send Cormac O'Conor, with a

large body of cavaby, through the plain, westward,

and then to advance high up, and along the bog,

eastward, which they did unperceived, until they

arrived atBel-atha-chul-uain(Belleek),on thcEme.

Orior, In Armagh, of which the O'Hanlons were chiefs, as given

in the note on Orfjiall.

5. Cranog sifrnified a fortified place on a lake.

6. Albert Almaineach, that is Albert the German, namely,

Albert of Cologne, archbishop of Armagh.

A.D. 1247.

1. Eas Aodha Ruaidh Mac Baduirn, that is, the cataract of

Red Hugli, son of Badurn. This is the waterfall called the Salmon-
leap, at BaUyshannon, where Aodh Ruadh,or Red Hugh, monarch
of Ireland, the son of Badurn, was drowned, about five centuries

before the Christian era, which circmnstance gave that name to

the place.
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The men of Tireoniiell did not know of this

movement until they saw the cavahy advancing

at their rere, on the same side of the river, and

then tm-ned round to meet them ; but when the

English saw that their attention was drawai towards

the cavahy, they advanced up the rising ground,

being well aware that the TirconneUians could not

attend to the attack of their forces on both sides,

and, having crossed the ford, (at Ballyshannon),

the TirconneUians were thus encompassed by them

on all sides. O'Donnell was slain, and also the

Cammulnelach (Crooked Necked) O'Boyle, the

head chief of the three districts, Mac Sorley,^ lord

of the eastern Irish, and many chiefs of Tirconnell.

A great many of Fitzgerald's forces were slain and

drowned there ; others of them were drowned in

the Finn, northward ; and many more at Termon

Dabeog (at Lough Derg), in pursuit of plunder,

and amongst these were WiUiam Brit, sheriff of

Connaught, and a young knight, his brother.

The country was then spoiled and plundered by

the English, and they appointed Roderick O'Can-

annain to the government of Tirconnell.

Eachmarcach O'Kane, lord of Cianacht and of

the men of Creeve, was slain by Manus O'Kane,

the former having gone to plunder his country to

Airther-Maighe (or the Eastern Plain) in Dal

Riada (Antrim).

Torlogh, the son of Hugh O'Conor, made his

escape from Athlone.

Miles Mac CosteUo made an incursion into the

. Feadha of Conmaicne, and expelled Cathal Mac
Rannall ; he also took the Cranog of Claonlough,'

and left a garrison there of his own men. Cathal

and Torlogh, the sons of Hugh O'Conor, imited

with Mac Rannall, to expel Mac Costello from the

Feadha of Conmaicne, they took the Cranog on the

lake, demolished the castle of Lecce Derge, on

the Satm-day of Whitsuntide, and Torlogh went

to Truiity Island to wait on the ai'chdeacon, Clarus

Mac Maoilin, because the Enghsh would not

evacuate the castle, except under the protection of

A. D. 1247.

2. Mac Sorley. This was the son of Sorly Mae Donnell, from

the Hebrides, who had settled in Antrim, with a number of Scots,

and is here called lord of the eastern Gaels.

3. Claon Lough, probably Lough Clean, in the barony of Droma-
hairc, county of Lcitrim. Cranog, as already explained, signifies

the archdeacon, and to be escorted safely by him

across the Shannon, westward, to Tuaim Mna.''

They afterwards came out with Clarus, and the

Clan Costello were entirely expelled from that

country.

A great war was commenced by Torlogh, son

of Hugh O'Conor, and by Donogh, the son of

Anmchadha, son of Donogh O'Gillpatrick, (or

Mac Gillpatrick), of Ossory, against the English

of Connaught. Torlogh collected the sons of the

chiefs of Connaught, and marched to Fidh O'Diar-

mada (in Roscommon), and to Muinter Fathaidh,

where they slew many people. They proceeded

from thence to the castle of Bona Gaillmhe (at

Galway), and burned the town and the castle.

Many were killed by them, along with Mac Elget,

the seneschal of Connaught, who was slain by

Donogh ]\lac Gillpatrick. After that the English

pursued them and engaged them in battle, in

which a great number of the English were slain,

and the Irish advanced in despite of them to

Carra. Siurtan Dexetra (or Jordan de Exeter),

collected the clan Adam and the English of Carra

against Torlogh, who evacuated that country, as

he had not equal forces to meet them.

The borough of Cinntrachta was burned by

Teige, the son of Conor Roe, and Teige, the son

of Tuathal, sou of Murtogh Muimnagh, and the

Enghsh of Connaught did not experience, for a

long period, so severe a war as that waged against

them by the heirs presumptive, for they left neither

district nor tract of the English possessions in

Connaught without devastation.

Roscommon and Ardcarne were burned by the

English.

Fionnghuala, the daughter of Roderick O'Conor,

died at Cong of St. Feichin.

O'Dowd and O'Boyle sailed with a fleet to

plunder the territory of Carbuiy (in Sligo), and

the crew of one of the vessels was drowned, along

with O'Boyle, among the Islands of Tuatha Ross

(the Rosses in Donegal).

a fortress on a lake, supposed to have been a wooden fortress.

Feadha of Conmaicne signified the woody district of Comnaicne,

part of Mac Hannall's country in Leitrim.

4. Tuaim. M?ia, now Tumna, m tlie barony of Boyle, county of

Roscommon.
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Teige, the son of Conor Roe, set fire to the

island of Insi Moire, on Claonlough, and twenty-

eight of the English were burned to death.

A monastery was founded in Galway, in the

arch-diocese of Tuam, by William Burke, lord of

Clanrickard, for the friars of St. Francis, and

many tombs were constructed in that monastery

for the nobility of the town.

The monastery of Ennis, in Thomond, in the

diocese of Killaloe, was erected by O'Brien, in

which is the burying place of the O'Briens.

Maurice Fitzgerald, and the English, marched

with a great force to Eas Roe (Ballyshannon), at

the invitation of Geoffry O'Donnell. Roderick

O'Canannain opposed them, but he was not suf-

ficiently supported by the people of Tirconnell.

A.D. 1248.

Dermod O'Cuana, the chief priest of Elphin,

died, and was interred in Kilmore.

Master Gilbert O'Carroll died.

O'Fichin Guer was slain by Giolla-Mochoinne

O'Cahall.

An insurrection was raised by the son of Manus,

and by the son of Conor Roe (O'Conor) against

the English ; and they burned the castle of Mac
Henry, that is, of Pierce Poer, took his constable

prisoner, and carried away the spoils of North

Umaill to Insi Modh.' Jordan de Exeter, John

Butler, Roblein Laigles (Lawless), andmanyothers,

collected their forces, and marched to the town of

Tubberjjatrick, and from thence to Aghagower,

and plundered Umaill north and south on the

following day. Heniy Poer came with a great

force into Umaill, his own country, for it was

there that his residence was. Pierce Poer son of

Henry, made peace with Donal, son of Manus

;

and Donal promised to supply him with men and

vessels to oppose his kinsmen. The sons of

O'Conor, who were on the isles of Modh, received

intelligence that the son of Henry had sent for

his forces and vessels to Donal ; and O'Conor's

sons being assured ofthis, they proceeded to attack

A.D. 1248.
1 . Islands of Modh, called Insi Modh, the rame ofthe islands

in Clew Bay, county of Mayo. Umalia, where these events hap-
pened, was the ancient territory of the O'Malleys, now the baronies

of Murrisk and Burrishoole, in the county of Mayo.

them, and slew O'Huain, the son of the Galsighe

(or English hag), and John, the son of the English

priest. Dermod the son of Manus also slew, in

that insurrection, Senaitt Guer and a number of his

people, but the xdctoiy was without joy, for the

valiant hero and experienced warrior, Dermod,

son of Manus, was himself slain.

Teige, son of Conor Roe, (O'Conor), was slain

by the English. He was the terror of all the

English and Irish who opposed him.

Maurice Fitzgerald led his forces into Tirconnell,

which he plundered and devastated. He banished

Roderick O'Canannain into Tyrone, and left the

government of Tirconnell in the hands of Geoffrey,

son of Donal O'Donnell.

The men of Tyi'one and O'Canannain collected

a force, marched into Tirconnell, and gave battle

to Geoffi-ey O'Donnell; but Roderick O'Canan-

nain and many others were slain in the engage-

ment.

The lord justice of Ireland marched with another

army into Tyrone against O'Neill. The people

of Tyrone came to the resolution of making peace

and giving hostages, in consequence of the su-

periority in forces of the English over the Irish.

On that expedition the English built the bridge

of the Bann, and the castle of Drom Tairsigh.

Bryan O'Neill, lord of Tyrone, conveyed boats

from Lough Foyle in Moy Ith, across Termon

Dabeog (at Lough Derg), until he came to Lough
Erne, where he committed great depredations, and

demoHshed a castle.

The entire ofConmaicne Mara (Connemara),was

plundered by the Enghsh ; they marched their

forces against O'Flaherty, who defeated and slew

many of them.

Murtogh O'Dowd, that is the aithcleireach,

lord of all the country from Kildarbile'- to the

strand, was slain by Felim O'Conor.

WiUiam Burke having died in England, his re-

mains were conveyed to Ireland, and buried at

Athiseal (Athassel Abbey, in Tipperary).

The King of France went to Jerusalem on a

crusade.

2. Killdarbile, now Termon Dervilla, in the barony of Erris,

county of Mayo. The strand here mentioned is Traigh Eothuile,

or the strand of Eohuil, near Ballysadare, in the county of Sligo.



REIGN OF HENRY III. 67

JohnTjTrelwas slainby Giolla-na-neev O'Ferrall.

Felim, son of Cathal Crovdearg, gave Rath-na-

Romanagh to the canons of Kilmore/ at the re-

quest of Teige O'Mannachain, in honour of the

Blessed Virgin Mary, and of St. Augustine.

Awlave, son of Cathal Riavagh O'Rourke, was

slain by Con CaiTach Mac Donogh.

Fogartach O'Dobhailen (or O'Devlin), lord of

Coran (county of Shgo), died.

Raighncd (Reiner), archbishop ofArmagh, came

from Rome after receiving the PaUium, in which

he celebrated Mass at Armagh, on the festival of

SS. Peter and Paul.

A.D. 1249.

Maolniuire O'Laghnan, archbishop of Tuam,
and master of the canons, died in winter, shortly

after Christmas.

Andrew Mac GiUa Ger, coarb of St. Feichin,'

died.

Maolciaran O'Lenaghan, a dignified priest of

Tumna, (in Roscommon), a man who kept a house

of hospitality for the clergy and laity, died on his

way to Ardcame, to attend a sermon there, on the

Friday before Lammas, and was buried with

honour and solemnity on Trinitj^ Island in Lough

Key.

Con O'Flanagan, prior of Kilmore of the Shan-

non, died.

More, daughter of Donogh O'Dowd, and wife

of the GioUa Muinelach O'Boyle, died.

Teige O'Monaghan, lord of Hy Briuin of the

Shannon, died on the 6th day of June, and was

inteiTcd in Kilmore of the Shaimon.

Fingin Mac Carthy waged war, and inflicted

many e^ils on the English of Desmond.
Pierce Poer, son of Henrj', Da\'id Drew, and

many other young EngUshmen, proceeded with

Mac Feorais (Bermmgham), through Connaught,

to the castle of Shgo. The son of Fehm O'Conor
went to oppose them, and a fierce engagement

ensued between them, in which Pierce Poer, David

Drew, and many others of the English, were slain;

and their bodies were conveyed for burial to Bally-

3. Kilmore, a parish in tlie barony of Ballintobber, county of

Roscommon, where there was an abbey of canons regular.

sadare. After this the son of Fehm (O'Conor)^

proceeded to Tyreragh, and through the territory

of BeiTningham, which he completely plundered
from the Moy to the Strand of Eothuile the car-

penter (neai- Ballysadare). Geroit Bei-mingham
piu-sued them (liis forces), and overtook Donogh,
the son of Manus, and wounded him, and Donogh,
after receiving the wound, was taken prisoner, and
conveyed to Dun Contreathain (near Dromore
West). The son of Fehm followed them, (Geroit's

forces), and, after having slain Geroit, he released

the son of Manus, whom he took with him, but

who, however, shortly afterwards died of his

wounds, and was much lamented.

Mac Maurice, having collected his forces,

entered Connaught, and took from Fehm all the

plunder he could. Felim, son of Cathal Crov-

dearg, received inteUigence that the English were

in his neighbourhood ; and, as he had done them
several injuries, he sent all his moveable property

across the Shannon eastward into Brefney, and the

north of Ireland. The lord justice collected the

Enghsh of Meath and Leinster, and marched with

a great force to Athlone, and from thence into Siol

Mun-aj'^, (Roscommon), while Mac Maurice with

the Enghsh of Connaught and Munster marched

on the other side until both armies met at Elphin.

After having plundered Siol MuiTay in every

direction, they summoned to them Torlogh, son of

Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg, and appointed

him king in place of Fehm, son of Cathal. After

this they plundered the territory of Brefiiey, com-

mitted many e%als in eveiy quarter of it, and

earned away therefrom immense booty. They

were twenty days in Siol Mun-ay, ravaging it, and

they plundered Lough Key, ^rith its islands, and

also the Rock. After this the lord justice pro-

ceeded to Meath, while Mac Maurice went to

Sligo; and they left Torlogh to govern Siol

Mun-ay. The presumptive heirs of the crown of

Connaught, Torlogh and Hugh, sons of Hugh,

son of Cathal Crovdearg, marched with an army

to Ath-na-riogh (xUhenry), which they burned and

plundered about Lady Day in Hai-vest. The

sheriif of Connaught was before them in the towTi,

and many of the EngUsh along with him, and they

A.D. 1249.

I . The Coarb of St. Feichin was either abbot of Cong, in Mayo,

or of Fore, in Westmeath.

K 2



68 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1250.

demanded a truce on that day from the sons of

the king of Connaught, in honour of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, as that was her festival day; but

this favour was not granted them, for although

Torlogh endeavoured to prevent his people from

attacking the town, the chiefs of the army attacked

it, in despite of him. AVhen Jordan and the

English saw their intention, they marched out of

the town, armed and clad in armour, to oppose

them ; and the young soldiers of the Irish per-

ceiving the English advancing in battle array,

they became dismayed, and fled, through the

miracles of the Virgin Mary, for having refused to

grant the demanded truce in honour of her fes-

tival. Of their chiefs the following were slain :

—

namely, Hugh, son of Hugh O'Conor ; Dermod
Roe, son of Comiac O'Melaghlin ; the two sons

of O'Kelly; Bryan-an-Doire (of the Oak Wood),

son of Manus ; Carraidh-an-Siubhail (the Travel-

ler), son of Niall O'Conor ; Baothghalach (Boe-

tius) Mac Egan ; the two sons of Loghlin

O'Conor ; Donal, son of Cormac Mac Dennott

;

the Fionnanacli Mac Brenan ; Cu-niumhan Mac
Cassarly, and many others.

Donogh O'Gillpatrick (or Mac Gillpatrick),

that is, the son of Anmchadh, son of Donogh of

the Ossorians, was slain by the English, in retalia-

tion for the burnings, plunders, and slaughters he

had peiijetratod on them. This Donogh was one

of the three Irishmen who committed the greatest

number of depredations on the English ; and these

three were Conor O'MelaghUn, Conor Mac
Coghlan of the Castles, and the before-mentioned

Donogh, who was in the habit of reconnoitering the

market towns (of the English), by visiting them in

the ditferent charactei's of a beggar, a carpenter, a

turner, an artist, or a pedlar, as recorded in the

following verse

:

" He is now a carpenter, or turner,

Now a man of books or learned poet,

In ffood wines and hides, a dealer sometimes

;

Every thin<; by turns as suits his purpose."

Dunmore'- was burned by the sons of the kmg
of Connaught.

O'Donnell [i. e. Geoffi-ey), having led his forces

into North Connaught, plundered and devastated

the country from the Curlew mountains to the

2. Dunmore, in the county of Galway, where the de Berming-
bams, barons of Athenry, had a castle.

river Moy, and returned safe and triumphant,

with much booty and many hostages.

A.D. 1250.

Thomas O'Meallaidh, bishop of Enagh Dune,

died.

The bishop of Imleach lubhair (Emly), died.

Congalach Mac Cidneoil, bishop of Brefney

(Kdmore), died.

Torlogh, son of Murtogh Muinagh O'Conor,

prior of the church of SS. Peter and Paul, died.

Fclim O'Conor set out from the north, with a

great force from Tyrone, and marched into Bref-

nej', and from thence into the Tuatha (in Ros-

common), accompanied by Conor Mac Tiarnan

(O'Rourke). Both then entered Tir Maine, and

drove Torlogh O'Conor out of Connaught, who
again sought the ])rotection of the English. Felim

collected all the moveable property of Connaught,

which he conveyed northward across the Curlew

mountains, but the English sent messengers after

him, and peace being made between them, he was

restored to his sovereignty.

The English put out the eyes of the hostages

of Connaught in Athlone.

Felim (O'Conor) committed great depredations

on Cathal O'Conor, and drove him a second time

out of Connaught.

Cairbre O'Melaghlin was treacherously slain by

David Roche.

Dermod O'Hara, lord of Lieney, died while

imprisoned by Fitzgerald.

Maurice Fitzgerald, Cathal O'Reilly, Cuchon-

acht O'Reill}', and all the chiefs of Hy Briuin

(Cavan and Leitrim), marched with a great force

into Tyrone, and remained three nights at Tul-

laghoge, where they met much loss and opposition

;

and they did not succeed in taking hostages from

the O'Neills on that expedition. On their return

they entered Tirconnell ; and Maurice Fitzgerald

made a prisoner of O'Canannain, lord of Tirconnell,

who was under the protection of the bishop

O'Carolan,' and they slew O'Canannain while en-

deavouring to escape.

Fingin Mac Carthy was slain by the English of

Desmond.

A.D. 1250.

1. The bishop O'Carolan vrsts Florence O'Carolan, the bishop

of Derry.
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AIGHNED (Reiner),

archbishop of Amiagh,

went on a pilgrimage to

Rome.

Florent Mac Floinn (or

Fhmn), was, on Christ-

mas day, appointed arch-

bishop of Tuam, on ac-

count of hisgreatlearning

and ^Aasdom.

A monaster)- was erec-

ted at Kilnamidlagh,' in

the diocese of Cork, by the Bany ; and it was after-

wards selected as the burying place of the Barrys.

GioUa Mocoinne, son of Giolla Mocoinne O'Ca-

hal, was slain by Conor, son of Hugh, son of Cathal

Crovdearg.

Teige, son of Tuathal, son of Murtogh Muinagh

O'Conor, was slain by the EngUsh.

The two sons of Rory O'Neill were slain in Kil-

more of Hy Niallain.-

Ardgal O'FIaherty, the torch of bravery and

hospitaUty of the north of Ireland, died.

Gillcreest O'Breislen, chief of Fanad (in Done-

gal), and his brother, were slain by Ceallach

Balbh (the Stammerer) O'Boyle.

Donogh Mac Catlimoil, chief of Kinel Ferc-

daigh (in T}Tone),was slainby the people of Orgiall.

lovar Mac Madden, chief of Clan Ruadrach,

was slain.

Conor, son of Cormac, son of Tomaltagh Mac
Dermott, a man eminent for hospitality and gene-

rosity, died.

Flaherty O'CarroU, chief of Calry,' was slain

by Art, son of Art O'Rourke.

Muiredhach O'Teige died.

A great shower of rain fell in Hy Briuin, on the

festival of S S. Peter and Paul, so that boats floated

round the town of Kilmore of the Shannon, and a

A.D. 1251.

1. KilnnmuUiich was the ancient name of Buttevant, in the

county ot'Corli, where a great Franciscan monastery was founded

by the Barrys, barons of Barrymore.

2. Kilmore in Hi) Xinllain, now the parish of Kilmore, in the

barony of O'Neilland, county of Armagh.
3. Calruigh or Calrigia, sometimes called Calraigh of Drum-

cliff, an ancient district on the borders of Leitrira and Sligo,

part of which is now known as the parish of Calry, county of

Sligo.

mill might grind with the stream which flowed

from the rising grounds to Ath-na-faithche, in

Fenagh, during the time that the vespers were

chaunted.

Flan O'Loughnan, chief of the Two Backs (in

county of Mayo), died.

A.D. 1252.

Maol Maodhog O'Beollain, coarb of Columkille

at DrumclitT(in Sligo), a man of great dignity and

affluence, distinguished for liis hospitalitj', and

who had received the greatest honour and respect,

both from the English and Irish in his time, died.

The castles of Caol Uisce,' and Moy Coba,

were erected by the son of Maurice Fitzgerald.

Conor O'Dogherty, chief of Ardmiodhair (in

Donegal), the tower of hospitality and bravery of

the North, died.

Conor Mac Cathmoil, chief of Kinel Feredaidh,

and of many other districts, the peace-maker of

Tirconnell, Tp-one, and Oriell, was slain by the

people of Bryan O'Neill, \\hi\e defending his

wards against them, he being the surety for

O'Gormley and O'Kane.

Cuchonacht Mac Consnamha, chief of Muintir

Kenny,^ died.

Giolla losa O'CaiToll, chief of Cahy of Drum-

cliff, died.

Manus Mac GilldufF, chief of TeaUach Gau--

bheth,' died.

The lord justice of Ireland marched with a great

force to Armagh ; from thence he went to Iveagh,

and he aftenvards returned back toCluainFiachna,''

where Bryan O'NeiU submitted to him, and gave

his brother Rory O'NeiU to him as a hostage. It

was on this expedition that a dispute arose in the

camp (of the Enghsh) at Dundalk, between the

men of Meath and of Munster, in which many of

the men of Munster were shun.

Great heat and ckought prevailed this summer.

A.D. 1252.

1. CfloJuwje signifies the Narrow Water, and is a name given

to the Xewrv river ; hence this castle was near Newry. Moycobn

was the plaiii or district about Downpatrick where the other castle

was erected.

2. Muintir Cinaith,a district along Lough .\llen, in the parish of

Innis Magrath, county of Leitrim, of which Mac Consnamha was

chief. This name has been anglicised to Ford.

3. TeaUach Gairbheith was Tullygarvey barony, in the county

of CaTan.
4. CluMTi Fiachna, probably Clonfeacle, in the barony of Dun-

gannon, county of Tyrone.
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so that the people passed with dry feet over the

principal rivers of Ireland. The people commenced

reaping the corn twenty days before Lammas, (1st

of August), and the trees became ignited by the

heat of the sun.

New money was ordered by the king of England

to be coined in Ireland, and the old money hitherto

in circulation was discontinued.

Murogh O'Fallon, high constable of Connaught,

was slain by the men of Brefney, in Moyrein.

Geoffi-ey O'Donnell marched with a predatory

force into Tyrone, and took therefrom much cattle

and many hostages ; but on his return he was

overtaken by Bryan O'Neill, and a fierce battle

ensued, in which the people of TjTone were de-

feated with great loss, and many of their chiefs

were slain.

A. D. 1253.

Alinn O'Sullivan, bishop of Lismore, died.

David MackeUy O'Gillpatrick, bishop of Clon-

macnois, died ; and Thomas O'Q-uinn, a friar

minor, was consecrated at Rome his successor.

GillkeUy O'Ruadhain, bishop of Hy Fiachra

(Kilalla), died. John O'Laidig, a friar of the

order of St. Dominick, was appointed his succes-

sor at Kilalla of Hy Fiachra, and was consecrated

at Tuam, on the second Sunday in Lent.

A monastery was founded for friars of the order

of St. Dominick, in Sligo.

A monastery was founded for the same order of

friars at Athleathan,' in Lieney.

A court was built at Kiltesin,^ by Tomaltagh

O'Conor, bishop of Elphin.

Owen O'Heyne, lord of Hy Fiachra (in Galway),

died.

The daughter of the earl of Ulster, wife of Miles

Mac Costello, died, and was buried in the monas-

tery of Boyle.

The English of Ireland, headed by Mac Maurice

(Fitzgerald), marched with a great force into

A.D. 12S3.

1. Athleathan in Lieney. A Dominican monastery was founded

liere by the de Exeters or Mac Jordans, lords of Athleathan.

This place was situated in the present parish of Templemore or

Strade, in the barony of Gallen, county of Mayo, and was in the

ancient territory of Lieney, and now the diocese of Achonry.
2. Kiltesin, probably Kiltrastin, in the connty of Roscommon,

where the O'Conors had a castle.

Tyrone to attack O'Neill, but obtained no hos-

tages, for they were defeated with great slaughter

on that expedition.

Bryan O'Neill, prince of TjTone, waged war

against the English, and, having gone to Moy Coba

(Downpatrick), demohshed its castle and many
others, burned Stradbhaile (Dundalk), and cleared

(from the English) the entire plain of Uhdia.

Donal O'Reilly, the Caoch O'Reilly [i.e. the

one-eyed O'Reilly), Cathal O'Conor, and Giolla-

na-neev O'Ferrall, having collected their forces,

marched into Muintir Eoluis to attack Cathal

Mac Rannall, and plundered the entire of the

country. They encamped for two nights at Tully

Alain, and the third night at Eanach Dhuibh.

GioUa-na-neev O'Ferrall separated from them

there, and the O'Reillys, with Cathal O'Conor,

proceeded to Cluain Conmaicne,'' where they re-

mained encamped for a night. When Hugh, son

of Felim O'Conor, received intelligence of this, he

quickly collected his forces, and followed them to

Cluain, where a fierce engagement ensued, in

which O'Reilly's party were defeated, and Donogh,

son of GioUa losa, son of Donogh O'Reilly, Mac
Giolla Toedog O'Biobhsaigh, and many others,

were slain.

The monastery of St. Francis in Ardfert, was

erected by Mac Maurice of Kerry.

A.D. 1254.

Maolfinnen O'Beollan, coarb of DrumclifF,

died.

MuiTogh O'Melaghlin was slain by the son of

Sionagh O' Catharnaigh.

Aindihs O'Heneiy, the tower of generosity of

the north of Ireland, died.

Pierce Pramister (Bermingham), lord of Con-

maicne of Dunmore,' died.

The monastery of the friars of St. Dominick at

Athlone, was burned.

Pierce Ristubard lord of Siol Maolruain (in

3. Cluain Conmaicne, that is, Cloone, m the barony of Mohill,

county of Leitrim. Banach Dubh, now the parish of Annaduff,

barony of Mohill, county of Leitrim.

A.D. 1254.

1. Conmaicne of Dunmore, now the barony of Dunmore,

county of Galway, of which the de Benninghams, barons of

Athenry, were lords.
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Roscommon), and a baron, was slain on Lough

Ree by Murrogh O'Melaghlin.

Sitrig Mac Seanlaoigh was taken prisoner by

Felim, son of Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor; and

the Seanshaileach Mac Seanlaoigh's eyes were

put out by him for his evil intentions, as he had

been informed that they had conspired to betray

him.

Donogh Mac Donogh, son of Tomaltagh, and

Awlave O'Biobhsaigh were slain by the Conacians

at Cluain Conmaicne.

Manus O'Gara was slain in a quarrel by the

people of Felim O'Conor.

The king of France returned from Jerusalem,

after having estabhshed a peace of three years'

duration, between the Christians and the Saracens.

The monastery of Kildare was founded by the

earl of Kildare ; and the family have a splendid

tomb there, in the chapel of St. Mary.

A.D. 1255.

Dunslevey O'Flynn, abbot of the church of SS.

Peter and Paul, at Armagh, died; and Patrick

O'Murray, prior of the same house, was elected to

the abbacy.

Thomas Mac Dermott, archdeacon of Elphin,

died. He was parson of Moylurg, Airteach, and

Clan CuaLn.

O'Laidigh, archdeacon of Eanach Dune, died.

Hugh, son of Felim O'Conor, went into Tyrone,

and made peace between his father and the people

of the north of Ireland ; and he brought back

with him all the Conacians who had been in exile

there, together with their property, through the

midst of his inveterate enemies, namely, the sons

of Roderick O'Conor and the English, who did

not venture to molest them.

Mac CarroU assumed the archbishoprick of

Cashel of Munster.

Florence Mac Flynn, archbishop of Tuam,

A.D. 1255.

1. Tochar Mono Coinneadha signifies the bog pass of the con-
ference, and obtained its name from the above circumstance, which
occurred on the borders of Roscommon and Galway, where a
great battle was fought, as given in the Annals under the year

1310.

A.D. 1-256.

1. i?i4c, who had been dean of St. Martin's in London, was
then archbishop of Dublin.

crossed the sea to confer with the kins; of Eno;land

;

and all the favours that he requested were honour-

ably granted him by the king ; after which he re-

turned home.

Mahon O'Monaghan was slain at Buimlin.

Dermod O'Quinn, Awlave his son, and the chiefs

of Muintir Giolgain, were slain at Faradhan of

Moy Treagh (in Longford), by Giolla-ua-neev

O'Ferrall, who afterwards plundered their property.

A great conference was held lietween O'Conor

(j. e. Felim) and Mac William Burke, at Tochar

Mona Coinneadha.' A peace was ratified between

them, and all his rights and possessions were con-

ceded to Felim.

Juliana, daughter of the coarb of St. Cailin, (at

Fenagh), and Giclla-na-neev, her brother, died.

Ragnailt, daughter of O'Ferrall, died in a bath.

A.D. 1256.

Flann (or Florence) Mac Flynn, archbishop of

Tuam, died in Bristuma (Bristol).

The archbishop of Dublin' died.

Giolla Coimdhe O'Cinfaola, abbot of Eanach
Dune, died.

O'Giollaraine, abbot of the church ofthe Trinity

at Tuam, died.

A party of O'Reilly's people were slain by

Hugh, son of Felim (O'Conor), namely, Cathal

O'Reilly, lord of Muinter Maolmordha and of the

tribe of Hugh Fionn; his two sons, namely,

Donal Roe and Niall; his brother Cuchonacht;

the three sons of Cathal Didjh O'Reilly, namely,

Geoffry, Fergal, and Donal ; and Annadh, the son

of Donal O'Reilly, was slain by Conor Mac Tiar-

nan. Niall Caoch (the One-eyed) O'Reilly

;

Tiarnan Mac Brady ; Giolla Michil Mac Taichlich

(Mac Tully) ; Donogh O'Biobhsaigh ; Manus
Mac GilldufF, and upwards of sixty other chiefs,

were slain. This was called the Battle of Moy-

slecht,^ and was fought on the border of

2. Moyslecht, where this battle was fought, was the ancient

name of the plain of Fenagh, in the county of Leitrim. Muinter
Maolmordha was the tribe name of the O'Reillys of Cavan, from

Maolmordha, one of their ancient chiefs. O'Reilly is mentioned

here as the chief of the tribe of Hugh Finn, that is of Hugh the

Fair, an ancient king of Connaught, who was an ancestor of the

O'Reillys and O'Rourkes, princes of both Brefneys, or Cavan and

Leitrim. An account of the other chiefs mentioned here, as fight-

ing under the O'Reillys, is given in the note on Brefney, in this

Number.
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Ath Deirg, at Alt-na-hellte, above Beallach-

na-Bethaidhe. The O'Reillys also slew many
of the chiefs opposed to them, among whom were

Dermod O'Flanagan, Flann Mac Oiraghty, Mur-

rogh Fionn O'Ferrall, and many others. The

O'Reillys' Glasslaith (or Green-clad Chiefs), three

times broke through the foremost ranks of their op-

ponents, but at length the main body of the hostile

party overpowered O'Reilly's people at Sailten-na-

ngasan, and pursued them to Ait-Tighc-]\Ieguirin,

and from thence to the field of the great battle.

A lord justice' arrived in Ireland from the king

of England, and he and Hugh O'Conor had a

conference at Rinn Duin (in Roscommon), when

a peace was established between them, on condi-

tion, that while he was lord justice no ])art of the

territory or lands of Connaught should be taken

from O'Conor.

Roderick O'Gara, lord of Sliabh Lugha (in

Sligo), was slain by David, son of Ricard Cuisin.

Hugh, the son of Felim O'Conor, plundered

the lands of Mac Ricard Cuisin, in revenge for

the death of O'Gara; he demolished his castle,

slew all the people that were in it, and took the

entire islands of Lough Techet (Lough Gara in

Sligo).

Ranall Mac Brannan,lordofCorcAchlann,^died.

Mac William Burke marched with a predatory

force against Roderick O'Flaherty, and plundered

Gno More and Gno Beag, and took the entire of

Lough Oirbsen.''

Donogh Mac Senlaich died in the monastery

of Boyle.

A great war arose between Hugh O'Conor and

Con 0'Rourke,that is, the son of Tiarnan, although

they had long been friends before that time

;

O'Rourke then joined the English, and made
peace with them, for himself and for his people,

wthout the concurrence of Felim, or of his son

Hugh O'Conor, who plundered O'Rourke's coun-

try, the Wednesday before Christmas, after which

they made peace.

3. T)io lord Justice who came at this time was Geoffrey Alan
de la Zouch.

4. Core Aclilann, a district in the barony of Ballintobher,

county of Roscommon, of which the JNIac Brannans were chiefs.

5. Loch Oirhsen, tliat is, Loush Corrib, county of Galway.
Gno More and Gno Beag were two ancient districts west of

Lough C.irrih, in the harony of lloycuUen, county of Galway, of

which the Mac Conrys were chiefs.

—

Ogygia II., p. 31'i.

Athlone and Dun Doighre'' were burned in one

day.

O'Donnell, that is, Geoffrey, led his forces into

Fermanagh, where he took goods and hostages,

and proceeding thence into Brefney O'Rourke,

they submitted to his conditions.

A.D. 1257.

Mac Robiss, the abbot of Cluan Eoais (Clones),

died.

Mun-ogh, son of Maolbride O'Fairchellaidh,

coarb of St. Maodhog,' died.

Maolpatrick Mac Cele, archdeacon of Kilalla,

was slain.

Thomas O'Maolkiaran, chief sage of L-eland,

died.

The monastery of the Virgin Mai-y at Roscom-

mon was consecrated by the bishop Tomaltagh

O'Conor, for the friars of St. Dominick.

Con, son of Tiarnan O'Rourke, having gone to

the residence of O'Conor and his sons, to ratify a

peace with them, he conceded to them their own
demand on the lands of Brefney, together with

Cloch Inse-na-d-Torc on Lough Fionnmoighe,

into which Hugh, the son of Fehm (O'Conor), sent

a garrison.

Cathal Cuirrach, son of Hugh, son of Cathal

Crovdearg (O'Conor), and Hugh, the son of

Conor, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg, had

their eyes put out, by Hugh, son of Felim, son of

Cathal Crovdearg, through hatred and rivalship,

in Adolation of the guarantees of the clergy, and

compact of the chiefs of Connaught.

Con, the son of Cathal O'Reilly, chief of Muin-

tir jMaolmordha, died.

Cloch Linse-na-d-Torc on Lough Fionnmuighe

was burned by O'Rourke, and he turned the gar-

rison out of it.

Hugh O'Conor appointed Sitric, the son of

Ualgarg O'Rourke, as joint lord along with Conor,

the son of Tiarnan O'Rourke, in consequence of

which Donal, the son of Conor, slew Sitric.

6. Dun Doighre, now Duniry, in the barony of Leitrim, county

of Galway, where the Mac Egans had a castle.

A.D. 12.57.

1. Conrb of St. Maodhog, that is, successor of St. Moeg, who
is ^ven by Archdall as abbot of Dromlane, in the county of Cavan,
which abbey was founded by St. Moegr, first bishop of Ferns, in

the si.xtli century, who was a native of Brefney. O'Faircheal-
laidh was probably the same oame as O'Farrelly.
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A conference was held between Felim O'Conor

and the lord justice of Ireland, Mac William

Burke, and all the English chiefs, at Athlone,

where they made peace.

Hugh O'Conor committed great depredations

on O'Rourke about Easter.

A brilliant battle was fought by Geoffrey O'Don-

nell, lord of Tirconnell, against the lord justice of

Ireland, Maurice Fitzgerald,and the English of Con-

naught, atCi-ech-ainCille,^ inRoscede.inthetemtory

of Carburj'', north of Sligo, in defence of his princi-

pality. A fierce and terrible conflict took place,

in which bodies were hacked, heroes disabled, and

the strength of both sides exhausted ; the men of

Tirconnell maintained their ground, and com-

pletely overthrew the English forces in the en-

gagement, and defeated them with great slaughter,

but Geoffi-ey himself was severely wounded, having

encountered in the fight Maurice Fitzgerald in

single combat, in which they desperately wounded

each other. By this fortunate \actory the English

and the Geraldines were driven from North

Connaught. Mac Griffin, a noble knight, was

taken prisoner by the people of O'Donnell on the

same day, after wliich they bm-ned and completely

plundered Sligo. Donogh, the son of Cormac

O'Donnell, was slain in the thick of the fight.

They (the people of Tirconnell), then returned

home in consequence of the dangerous wounds of

O'Donnell, for othenvise he would ha\e pursued

the defeated English to the Moy. On Geoffrey's

return home he demolished the castle of Caoluisce,

which had been erected by the English to keep

the people of Th'connell in subjection.

Maurice Fitzgerald, lord justice of Ireland, for

a long period the destroj-er of the Irish, died.

The king of England granted a charter (or

patent) to Felim O'Conor, for the five districts of

the king.

A great war arose between Conor O'Brien, and

the English of Munster, who were slaughtered by

him.

Teige O'Brien also committed immense depreda-

tions on the English.

Conor, the son of Tiarnan O'Rourke, was slain

2. Credrnin, where this battle was fought, is a rising ground near

the town of Sligo, to the north.

at Ath-na-Failme, by Giolla Bearaigh O'Lamh-
duibh, one of his own people, and by the people of

Matthew O'Reilly.

Cathal O'Mannachain died on the 6th of

December.

A. D. 1258.

Abraham O'Conellan, archbishop of Armagh,

received a Pallium from the court of Rome, in

which he celebrated mass at Armagh, on the

.second day of the month of June.

Walter de Salerna, archbishop of Tuam, and

chief dean of London, died in England, having

been appointed by the king of England to those

cUgnities the preceding year.

Tomaltach O'Conor, bishop of Elphin, was

translated to the archiepiscopal see of Tuam.

Gillcreest O'Cai-macain, dean of Elphin, died.

Anmanach O'Cuirnin, a man distinguished for

his piety, died.

Matthew, son of Giolla Roe O'Roduibh, that is,

the Master, died.

The bishop's court at Elphin, and the court of

Kilsesin, were demolished by Hugh O'Conor.

O'Donnell (Geofirey), was confined by his mor-

tal wounds at Lough Beathach,' for the space of a

year after the battle of Crcdrain. When O'Neill

(Bryan) received intelligence of this, he collected

his forces for the purpose of marching into Tu-

connell, and sent messengers to O'Donnell

demanding sureties, hostages, and submission

from the Tirconnelhans, as they had no lord

capable to govern them after Geoffrey. The

messengers having delivered their commands to

O'Donnell, returned back with all possible speed.

O'Donnell summoned the Connellians from all

quarters to wait on him, and having assembled at

their lord's call, he ordered them, as he was not

able to lead them, to prepare for him the coffin in

which his remains should finally be conveyed, to

place him therein, and to carry him in the very

midst of his people ; he told them to fight bravely

as he was amongst them, and not to submit to the

power of their enemies. They then proceeded in

A. D. 1258.

1. Lough Beathach, probably tlie lake in the parish of Gartan,

near KUmakrennan, county of Donegal.

I,
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battle array at the command of their lord to meet

O'Neill's force, until both armies confronted each

other at the river called Suileach (Swilly). They
attacked each other without regard to fi'iend or

relative, until at length the Tyronians were

defeated and diiven back, leaving behind them

many of their men, horses, and much property.

On the return of the Connellian force from their

victory, the cothn in which O'Donnell was borne

was laid down on the place where the battle

was fought, where his spirit departed, from tlie

mortification of tlie wounds he had reccixed in the

battle of Credrain ; and his death was not dis-

honourable, for in all his expeditions iie was vic-

torious over his enemies. When O'Neill received

intelligence of the death of O'Donnell, he again

sent messengers to the Connellians demanding

hostages and submission from them, uj)on which

the Connellians held a consultation to determine

what they should do, and to decide to what chief

they should yield obedience and submission, for

they had no acknowledged lord to command them

after the death of Geoffrey. While thus deli-

berating, they beheld Donal Oge,'- the son of Donal

More O'Donnell, who had arrived from Scotland,

a noble and intelligent youth, in his eighteenth

year, on whom the Connellians conferred the

chieftainship. That was a proper election, for

he was by right their own lawful lord. The

Connelhans informed him of their choice, and at

the same time communicated to him the message

thej' had received from O'Neill, at which he ex-

pressed his indignation and contempt ; and on that

occasion he made use of that excellent old saying

in the Albanian Gaelic (Scottish GaeUc), which

they used in conferring with the messengers, ^•iz.

:

"50 inbiaoh a Doiiian pein tij jach peap."
" That evei'y man should hove hix own eountry."

Similar to the return of Tuathal Teachtmar over

the seas from Albain (Scotland), when the chief-

2. Don/il Oge O'Donnell, the son of Donal More, prince of Tir-

eonnell, was born A.D. 1240; his mother was the daughter of

Catlial Crovdearg O'Conor.
3. Aithech Tuatha, a name translated to Attacots, was applied

to the Firbolgs, who in the second century by a temporary insur-

Vection defeated the Milesians, and set upon the throne of Ireland

a monarch of their own race, namely, Cairbre Ceann Cait, but the

Milesian monarchy was soon after restored under Tuathal Teacht-

mar, or Tuathal tlie Acceptable.

4. Hy Briiiin. This was the name applied to the territory of

both Brefuies, as explained in the note on Brefiiey ; and this pas-

tains of Ireland were expelled by the Aithech

Tuatha,^ was the return of Donal Oge O'Donnell

from Albain (Scotland), in supporting the rights of

princes, in reconciUng chiefs, and in defending his

own territory from foreigners, from the day he was

inaugurated in the lordship to the day of his death.

The monastery of Claen (Clane), in Leinster, in

the diocese of Kildare, was founded for brothers of

the order of St. Francis.

Hugh, the son of Felim (O'Conor), and Teige

O'Brien, marched with a great force to Caol Uisge

(near Ne«Ty,) to hold a conference with Bryan

O'Neill, to whom the foregoing chiefs, after making

peace with each other, granted the sovereignty

o^'er the Irish ; and they agreed that the hostages

of Hugh O'Conor should be given to him as sure-

ties for the fulfilment of this compact, and that the

hostages of O'Reilly's people, and also those of

Hy Briuin,'' from Kells to DrumclilF, should be

likewise given to Hugh, the son of Felim

(O'Conor).

Mac Sorley (Mac Donnell) sailed round Con-

naught with a fleet from Insi Gall (the He-

brides), until he came to Conmaicne Mara (Con-

namara), where he captured a merchant vessel,

and seized on the cargo, which consisted of

wine, cloth, brass, and iron. Jordan Dexeter, the

sheriff of Connaught, pursued Mac Sorley to the

island at which he stopped, and near which his

ships were anchored. A conflict ensued, in which

Jordan was slain, and also Pierce Agabard, a

knight belonging to his party, with many others.

Mac Sorley and his people returned to their own

country joyfully and enriched.

Donal, son of Conor, son of Tiarnan O'Rourke,

who was kept in confinement on behalf of his

father by Fehm O'Conor and his son Hugh, was

set at liberty by them, and appointed to the lord-

ship of Brefney' in the place of his father.

Macraith Mac Tiarnan, chief of Teallach Dun-

safie shows that Hy Briuin, or Brefney, extended from Kells in

Meath, to Drumcliff, in the county of Sligo ; thus comprising the

counties of Cavan and Leitrim, with a portion of Mcath, and a

part of tlie barony of Carbury hi Sligo, O'Hourke being prince of

West Brefney or Leitrim, and O'Reiliy of East Brefney or Cavan.

5. I. Brefney. This ancientand extensive territory comprised the

present counties of Cavan and Leitrim, and was part of the king-

dom of Connaught down to the reign of Elizabeth, when it was
formed into the counties of Cavan and Leitrim, and Cavan was
added to the province of Ulster. Some of the earliest events in

Irish history are recorded as having taken place in this territory.
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chadha,'' was slain by Donal, son of Tiarnan

O'Rourke. The Conacians, and the men of Bref-

ney in general, then deprived Donal of the lordship,

and the people of Teallach Dunchadha slew his

About nine centuries before tlie Cliristian era, accordinsr to our

ancient annalists, Tlcearniuas, monarch of Ireland, of the race of

Heremon, was the first who introduced Driiidism and tlie worship
of idols into Ireland ; and it is stated, that while worshipping the

idol Crom Cnuich, the chief deitv of the Irish Druids, along with

a vast assemblage of his subjects at Magh Slenchf in Breifne, on

the feast of Samhuhi, (one of their deities, the day dedicated to

whose rites was the same as the last day of October), he himself,

with three-fourths of his people, were stnick dead by lightning, as

a punishment from heaven for his introduction of idolatry into tlie

kingdom. JMiigh Sleaclita signifies either the Plain of Adoration,

or the Plain of Slaughter, and obtained its name from the Druidical

rites performed there, or from the human sacrifices which the

Pagan Irish offered up to the deities of Druidism, as the Canaanites

offered up their's to iloloch. In tliis place stood a famous tem-
ple of the Druids, with the great idol Crom Cruach sur-

rounded by twelve minor idols, composed of pillar stones, and
decorated with heads of gold. This temple and its idols were
destroyed by St. Patrick, who erected a church on its site. Of
these events accounts are given in the Life of St. Patrick by
Jocelyn the monk, in Cambrensis Eversus, O'Flaherty's Opygia,

and Valiancy's Collectanea. Magh Sleacht was situated in the

present barony of Mohill, county of Leitrim, and afterwards

received the name of Fiodhnmh, which may signify a wild or

woody district. Fenagh in after ages had a celebrated monastery

and college, and was long famous as a seat of learning and religion.

Cromle/ics of huge stones and other Druidical remains are to be

seen at Fenagh to this day.

Brefney was inhabited in the early ages by the Fir-Boigs, wlio

are called Belgee or Belgians by various writers, afterwards by the

Milesians of the race of Ir, or the Clanna Rory, and lastly by the

Jlilesians of the race of Heremon. The Fir-Bolgs who possessed

Brefncy, are mentioned by the ancient writers under the names of

Ernnidhey Entaians, and Ernaechx, which names are stated to

have been given them from their inhabiting the territories about

Lough Erne. Ptolemy, the great Greek geogra})her of the second

century, denominates tliem Ernidi, Ernidoi, or Erdinoi, as given in

his Map of Ireland by Ware, O'Conor, and others. Tliese Erneans

possessed the entire of Brefney, and make a remarkable figure in

the history of the early ages, from the various great battles fought

between them and the Milesian kings.

The name Breifne is sometimes also written Srefine, and
Bregline, latinised Brefnin and Brefinin, and anglicised Brefiiey,

and is generally called by the old English writers, the Brenny. In

Seward's Topography, the name Breifne is derived from Bre, a hill,

and therefore signifies the country of little hills, or the hilly coun-

try, a derivation which may not appear inappropriate as descriptive

of the topographical features of the country, as innumerable bills

are scattered over the counties of Cavan and Leitrim. These hills,

of different sizes, are chiefly of a round or conical form, very beau-

tiful and fertile, producing various crops, and capable of cultiva-

tion to their very sumnuts ; and many fertile valleys are inter-

spersed among them. From the productive soil of these hills, and
tlieir having been cultivated from the earliest times, the name
Breifne may probably be derived from Bre. a hill, and feine,

husbandmen, and hence may signify the hills of the husbandmen;
or, it may be derived from Bre, hills, and^»e, people, that is, the

hills of the people, or the hills inhabited by the people. On a vast

number of tliese hills over Cavan and Leitrim are found those cir-

cular earthen ramparts called forts or raths, and some of them
very large, which circumstance shews that those hills were inha-

bited from the earliest ages. As several thousands of those raths

exist even to this day, and many more have beeii levelled, it is

evident that there was a very great population in ancient Brefney.

The eroctian of these raths has been absurdly attriliuted to the

Danes, for it is evident that they must have formed the cliief

habitations and fortresses of the ancient Irish many centuries before

brother Cathal, the son of Conor. After that the

government of Hy Briuin was given to Art, the

son of Cathal Riavagh O'Rourke, viz. from the

mountain eastward.

the Danes set foot in Ireland, since they abound chiefly in the
interior and remote parts of the country, where the Danes never
had any permanent settlement. In Cavan and Leitrim are many
magnificent mountains and extensive bogs, the remains of ancient
forests, in which have been frequently found the husre horns of the
Irish elk ; there are also many large and beautiful lakes, and
several tine rivers, including the mighty Shannon, which has its

source at the foot of the towering Cuilcagh, one of the Cavan
mountains. Amongst the mountains of Brefney may be men-
tioned SliabU-an-Iarain, or the Iron Mountain, in Leitrim, famous
for its mines of coal and iron.

Brefney also bore the name of Hij Briuin Breifne, or Hy
Briiine Brefney, from its being possessed hy the race of Hy Briidn.

The Hy Briuin race derived their name from being the descendants
of Bryan, kinff of Connaught, in the fourth century, son of Eoch-
aidh Muighmeodhoin, who was monarch of Ireland from A. D. 358
to A. D. 3(56, and w'as of the race of Heremon. The name Muigh-
meadhoin is derived from Magh, a plain, which in the genitive

makes Muighe, and vicndhoin, which Dr. O'Conor, in his translation

of the Annals, renders a cultivator ; and he calls this monarch
Eochius ciimporuni cultor, that is, Eochaidh the cultivator of
plains. Bryan, above-mentioned, had twenty-four sons, whose
posterity possessed the greater part of Connaught, and were called

the Hy Briuin race. Of this race were the O'Conors, kings of

Connaught; the O'Rourkes ; O'Reillys; Mac Dermotts ; Mac
Donoghs ; O'Flahertys ; O'Malleys ; Mac Oiraghtys ; O'Fallons

;

O'Flynns ; O'Malones ; Mac Gaurans; Mac Tiernans, or Mac
Kernans ; Mac Bradys, and some other clans. From Fiachra,

brother of Bryan, king of Connaught, were descended the race of
III/ Fiachra, of whom were the O'Dowds, O'Heynes, O'Shaugh-
nesseys, and other clans in Connaught, as hereafter explained.

From Niall of the Nine Hostages, monarch of Ireland, another of

Bryan's brothers, were descended, as mentioned in the notes on
Meatli, Tir Eogain and Tir Conaill ; the O'Melaghlins, kings of

Mcatli ; the O'Neills, kings of Ulster, and princes of Tyrone ; the

O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnell, and some other chiefs of Ulster :

thus these three great branches, descended from Eochaidh Muigh-
meadhoin, were the chief rulers of the kingdoms of Meath, Ulster,

and Connaught.
The O'Rourkes and O'Reillys derived their descent from Aodh

Ftonn, or Hugh the Fair, king of Connaught, "who died in the

beginning of the seventh century, A.D. Oil, and was buried at

Fenagh. This Aodh Fionn was a descendant of Bryan, king of

Connaught, before-mentioned ; and from him the O'Rourkes and
I )'Reillys were called Clann Aodha Fuin, that is, the posterity of

Hugh the Fair. The O'Ruarcachs, O'Ruaircs, O'Ruarcs, or

O'Rourkes, took their name from one of their ancient chiefs, Ruarc,
who was prince of Brefney in the tenth century. The name Ruarc
may be derived from Ruadh, valiant, and arg, a champion ; or

from Ruadh, red, and arg, a champion, and hence it may signify

the valiant champion, or the red-haired champion. Mention is

made by the Four Masters in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth cen-

turies of many celebrated chiefs of the O'Rourkes : these chiefs

often contended with the O'Conors for the sovereignty of Con-
naught ; and in the tenth century, one of them, namely, Fergal

O'Rourke, became king of Connaught, and reigned from A. D. 900,
to A. D. 964, when be was killed in a battle with the men of

Meath. In the twelfth century Tiarnan O'Rourke was king of

Brefney, and is frequently mentioned in these Annals, on account
of the abduction of liis wife, Dervorgal, (who was daughter of Mur-
togh O'Melaghlin, king of Meath), by Dermod Mac Murrogh, king

of Leinster, which led to the English invasion under Strongbow and
his followers. The O'Rourkes had the title of kings of Brefney
and Conmaicne, and in later times that of princes of "West Brefney,

that is, of the county of Leitrim, the O'Reillys becoming princes

of East Brefney, or the county of Cavan. Ancient Brefney was,

in the tenth century, divided into two principalities, the O'Rourkes,

L 2
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Bryan Mac Samradhain (Mac Gauran), lord of

Teallach Eachdach (Tullaghagh in Cavan), was

slain by the Conaciaiis.

Awlave, the son of Art O'Rourke, lord of

as princ.'S of West Brefney, hcinn; tlie principal chiefs, and the

O'Reillys, as princes of East Brefney, possessing the territory of

the present county of Cavan. O'Rourke's country was called

Brefney O'Rourke, and O'Reilly's country Brefney O'Reilly.

O'Rourke's ancient principality comprised the present county of

Leitrim, with the present barony of Tullaghagh, and part of Tul-

laglionoho, in the county of Cavan, the river at Ballyconnell being

the boundary between Brefney O'Rourke and Brefney O'Reilly.

Brefney O'Rourke was separated from Fermanagh or Mac Guire's

country, by Lough Melvin, Lough Mac Nean, and Cuilcagh moun-

tain. It appears also that a small portion of the barony of Car-

bury, in the county of Sligo, belonged to Brefney O'Rourke.

Conmaicne, also called Conmaicne of Moy Rein, of which the

O'Rourkes were also lords, was an ancient territory which derived

its name from Conraac, one of the sons of Meva, the celebrated

queen of Connaughr, at the beginning of the Christian era ; it com-

prised the southern part of Leitrim, namely, the baronies of Carri-

gallen, Leitrim, and Mohill, with a portion of the northern part of

Anally, or county of Longford, extending nearly to Granard. It

appears also that O'Rourke's rule extended at one period over a

portion of Roscommon, for, in the .Vnnals under the year loCi, it

is stated that the power of O'Rourke extended from Caladh, in the

territory of Hy Maine, (in the county of Roscommon), to Drobhais,

that is Bundroos, on the borders of Leitrim and Donegal, and from

Granard in Teffia, in the county of Longford, to the strand of

Eothuile, in the barony of Tirerell, near Ballysadare, in the county

of Sligo. In the Annals at the year 1470, it is recorded that the

O'Rourkes were inaugurated as princes of Brefney at a place called

Cruacluin O'Cuprain, supposed to be Croaghan, near Killeshandra,

as it is stated that the O'Reillys and the jieople of TuUyhunco met

O'Rourke's party at Ballyconnell, to opjiose the inauguration.

The O'Rourkes had their chief castles at Dromahaire, Leitrim, Clon-

corick or Carrickallen, and Castle Car, near Manorhamillon. They
maintained their mdepcndence, as princes of West Brefney, down
to the reign of James I., and had considerable possessions even

until the Cromwellian wars, when their estates were confiscated.

Several of the O'Rourkes have \)een distinguished in the military

service of foreign slates, as count Owen O'Rourke of the Austrian

service, under the empress Maria Theresa; count John O'Rourke,

a distinguished soldier of fortune, who served as a commander in

the armies of France, Russia, and Poland, between the years 1700

and 1780, and his brother count O'Rourke, who was a colonel of

cavalry in the Imperial Austrian service, at the same time, and

was married to a niece of field marshal de Lacy. Accounts of these

officersand the genealogy of the O'Rourkes, as princes of Brefney,

by Charles O'Conor of Belenagar, are given in Walker's Hibernian

Magazine for 1782. There is at present a count O'Rourke in the

military service of Russia.

The O'Reillys, as above stated, were descended from the same

ancestor as the O'Rourkes, namely Aodh Fionn, or Hugh the

Fair, king of Connaught, in the beginning of the seventh century.

They took the name O'Raighilligh or O'Raghallaigh, pronounced

O'Railligh, and rendered into O'Reilly, from Raghallach, one of

their celebrated chiefs, in the tenth century. The name Raighal-

lach may be derived from Raigh, an arm, and till or allnch, strong

or powerful ; hence it may signify, strong of arm, an epithet very

applicable to a warlike chief. The O'Reillys also took the tribe name
of Muinter Maolmordha, or the people of .Maolmordha, from Maol-

ruordha, another of their celebrated chiefs. This name Maolmordha,

or Mulmora, latinised Milesius, and anglicised Miles, was a favorite

name with the O'Reillys, and was borne by many of their chiefs.

Tlie principality of Brefney O'Reilly comprised originally the

greater part of the present county of Cavan, the boundary between

it and Brefney O'Rourke being, as already stated, the river at

Ballyconnell, and being separated from Fermanagh, or Mac Guire's

country, by the Ballyconnell mountains j but in after times the

Brefney, from the mountain westward, died.

Thomas O'Beirne died.

Ardgal O'Conor, son of the coarb of St. Coman,

died.

O'Reillys extended their dominion over the entire of tlie county of

Cavan, and at one period over a great part of Leitrim, as it is

stated in the .\nnals, under the year 1239, that Fergal, son of Cn-
chonacht O'Reilly, was lord of Brefney, of Dartry, and of Clan

Firmaighe, from the mountains eastward, which shows that he

possessed the territory of Dartry, in the barony of Rosscloglier, in

the county of Leitrim. It appears also that the O'Reillys ex-

tended their territory and authority into the borders of the Flnglish

Pale, as far as Kilnutinham wood, to the Black Water near Kells,

and to Crossakeele and Oldcastle in Meath, from thence as far as

Granard in Longford, and to parts of Westmeath. In O'Reilly's

Irish Writers, at the years 1380 and 1415, it is stated that Thomas,

son of Mah(m O'Reilly, lord of Clan Malum, and prince of Brefney,

destroyed eighteen castles of the English in the Pale, and overran

the country from Droijheda to Dublin. According to other authori-

ties this Thomas O'Reilly erected a castle at Ballinlough, in

Westmeath. The O'Reillys, exercising an independent sovereignty,

as princes of Brefney, coined their own money ; as appears by a

Parliament held at "Trim, A. D 1447, in the reign of Henry VI.,

by sir John Talbot, earl of Shrewsbury, lord lieutenant ; and by

another Parliament held at Naas, A. D. 1457, by the lord deputy,

Thomas Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, in which Acts were passed

prohibiting the circulation of the Irish coinage, called O'Reilly's

money, in the English Pale. From the thirteenth to the sixteenth

century many valiant chiefs of the O'Reillys are mentioned, who
fought several battles with the English forces of the Pale, over

whom they gained many victories, as appears in these Annals.

The O'Reillys located on the borders of Meath were obliged to

maintain an incessant warfare to defend the frontiers of Ulster

against the English of the Pale, who made constant incursions into

the northern territories. Camden, writing in the reign of Elizabeth,

says that the O'Reillys were famous for cavalry ; and Fynes Mor-
rison, in his account of the wars of Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone,

against Elizabeth, states that the O'Reillys of Brenny brought to

the standard of O'JVeill eight hundred foot, and two hundred horse.

The O'Reillys maintained their independence down to the reign of

James I., and possessed great property and influence even until

the Cromwellian wars, after wliich their estates were confiscated.

Maolmora O'Reilly, commonly called Miles the Slasher, was a

celebrated chief, distinguished for his great strength and undaunted

valour : he fought many battles in Cavan and other places during

the Cromwellian war, and fought at the battle of Benburb, under

Owen Roe O'Neill. The O'Reillys were elected and inaugurated

in early times as princes and tanists of Brefney, on the Hill of

Seantnnifin or Shantimjun, a large hill between Cavan and Bally-

haise, on the summit of which may still be seen the remains of a

Druidical temple, consisting of several huge stones standing up-

right. In after thnes the O'Reillys were inaugurated on the Hill

of Tullymongan, above the town of Cavan. The O'Reillys had cas-

tles at 'Tullymongan, Ballynacargy, Tullyvin, Lisgannon, Belturbet,

Ballyconnell, Cloughoughter, Kilmore, Lismore, and Camett, near

Crossdoney ; at Tonagli, and Ballinrinke, near Lough Siieelin ; at

Kilnacrott, Loughranmr, and Jlullagh ; at Tonragee, now Baile-

borough, and at Muif'near Kingscourt, the ruins of some of which

castles still remain. An interesting account of the O'Reillys in

the reign of James I., is given in the works of Sir John Davies.

Several of the particulars above mentioned conceniing the O'Reillys

have been collected fiom the Book of Cavan, an ancient record,

chiefly compiled by the learned Chevalier O'Gorman, from the

works of O'Cuirnin, Historiographer of Brefney, and other ancient

Irish MSS., together with family papers. The original of this

curious and interesting MS. is in the possession of the publisher of

these Annals, Mr. Geraghty, of Anglesea-street. The O'Reillys

are extremely numerous, being estimated at about 20,000 persons

of the name in the county of Cavan, and there are many respectable

families of them in the counties of Cavan, Meath, Westmeath,
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A trreat war arose between the Ennrlish and

Conor O'Brien, dnring which Ardrathan," Kil-

coljran and many other comitiy towns, with the

corn of the country, were burned.

Lon<rforcl, Loutli, Down, Dublin, Kildare, and Queen's County.

Many of the O'Reillys have been distinguished commanders in the

military service of foreign states, and anions them may he men-
tioned Count Alexander O'Reilly, who, between the years 1770
and ISOO, was Generalissimo of the Spanish armies, and was of

the same stock as the O'Reillys of Baltrasna.in Meath ; of Kilna-

cri)tt,iii the county of Cavan ; and of Thomastown castle in Louth.

Count .\ndrew O'Reilly, of the family of Uallinloufih in West-
meath, was for more than fifty years a distinguished ijeneral in the

Austrian service, and died at Vienna, in IttlVJ, in the !)Oth year of

his aure. Count Michael Charles Joseph Keille, a distinguished

general of cavalry in the service of France, in all Buonaparte's

campai^rns, and at present a peer of France, is descended from one

of the Irish O'Reillys, who was an officer in the service of France

in the last century.

The chiefs and clans of Brefney and the territories they pos-

sessed in the twelfth century, are, according to O'Dugan, as follows :

I. O'Ruairc or O'Rourke, who is de>iirnated by O'Dugan, Ardrlgh
Breifne n.i biinii sninchf, that is, chief king of Brefney of lasting

sway, and to wliom, he states, the rents or tributes of Connaught
were paid. 11. O'Raghallaigh or O'Reilly, chief of Muinter

Maollmordha, designated as

—

** Utoghfhaoisetich nn riwfhar u-garbh^

O'RaghaUaigh itti ruadh tirin.''

" Head chief of fierce conflicts,

O'Reilly of the red arms or shields."

III. Mae Tigheamain or the Mac Tienians, also rendered Mae
Kiernan or Mac Kernan, and by some anglicised to Masterson,

who were chiefs of Teallach Dnnchadha, signifying the tribe or

territory of Donogh, so called from one of their chiefs, a name
which has been luade Tullaiihouoho, now the barony of TuUyhunco,

in the county of Cavan. Mac Tieman is designated as "' the true

defender of valiant chiefs." The Mac Kemans are still very nu-

merous in the coTinties of Cavan and Leitrim, and several of their

chiefs are mentioned in the course of these Annals. IV. ^lac

Samhradhain, designated " a bond of strength," who was chief of

Teallach Eachach, or Eacbaidh, which signifies of the tribe or

territory of Eachy, so called from one of their chiefs, and now the

barony of Tullaghagh, county of Cavan. This name is now
generally made Mac Gauran, and by some anglicised, or rather

translated, Somers, from the word Samhradli, which signifies

summer. The JIac Gaurans in modern times are very numerous

in the counties of Cavan and Leitrim, and many chiefs of the name
are mentioned in the Annals. A'. Mac Consnamha, cliief of Clan

Cionnaith, or Clan Kenny, now known as the Muintir Kenny
niovmtains, and adjoining districts, near Lough .Mien, in the parish

of Innismagrath, county of Leitrim. This name has been anglicised

to Ford, and there are several of the clan still in those districts.

Mac Consnamha is mentioned as a chief in those Annals, A. D.

1-2.V-'. VI. Mac Cagadhain, chief of Clan Fearniaighe, a district

south of Dartry, and in the present barony of Dromahaire, county

of Leitrim. 'This name has been anglicised Cogan or Coggan.

O'Brien, in his Dictionary, at the word Eagan, states that the

Mac Egans were chiefs of Clanfearamuighe in Brefney ; hence

;Mac Cagadhain and Mac Eagain may probably have been the same
clan. Vll. Mac Darchaidh,whichO'Brien writes Mac Dorchuighe,

chief of Kinel Luachain, a district in the barony of ilohill, county

of Leitrim, which may probably be traced in the name of the

townlaiid of Laheen. This name has been by some anglicised to

Darcy. VIII. JIac Flannchadha, a name rendered into Mae
Clancy, who was chief of Dartraidhe or Dartry, an ancient

territory co-extensive with the present barony of Rossclogher in

Leitrim. Several chiefs of the JIac Clancys are mentioned in the

course of these .\nnals, and they are designated by O'Dugan as

the mighty Mac Clancys. IX. O'Finnand O'Cearbhaill or O'Car-

roU, wiio were chiefs of Calraighe, a district adjoining Dartry, in

A conference was held between the EngUsh and

Irish concerning Fehm O'Conor, and peace was

estabhshed between them.

the present barony of Dromahaire, coimty of Leitrim, and which
appears to have comprehended an adjoining portion of Sligo, near

the present parish of Calry, in that county. This district is men-
tioned by Lanigan, (vol. i. p. 2,^(0), under the name of Calrigia,

and comprised the parishes of Drumlease and Killargj' in Leitrim,

with part of the parish of Calry in Sligo. X. Mac Maoiliosa,

chief of Magh Breacraighe, a district on the borders of Leitrim

and Longford. XI. Mac Fionnbhair or Finnevar, chief of Muinter

Greadain or Gearadhain, a district in the southern part of Leitrim.

XII. Mac Raghnaill or Mac Rannall, a name anglicised to Rey-
nolds, who were chiefs of Muinter Eoluis. This territory was
sometimes called Conmaicne of Moyrein, and comprised almost

the whole of the present baronies of Leitrim, Mohill and Carry-

gallen, in the county of Leitrim, with a portion of the north of

Longford. The JIac Rannalls were powerful chiefs, and are often

mentioned in the course of these Annals. They were of the race

of Ir, or Clanna Rory, and of the same stock as the O'Ferralls,

princes of Anally, or Longford. They had ca.stles at Rinn, Leitrim

and Loush Scur. Of this family wasGeorge Nugent Reynolds, esq.,

of Letterfian, in Leitrim, a celebrated wit and poet, who is

stated to have been the author of the beautiful song called " Tlie

Exile of Erin," though its composition was claimed by Thomas
Campbell, author of " The Pleasures of Hope." XIII. O'Maoil-

miadhaigh or D'JIulvey, chief of Magh Neise or Nisi, a district

which lay along the Shannon in the west of Leitrim, near Carrick-

on-Sliannon.

The following Clans in the counties of Cavan and Leitrim, not given

by O'Dugan, are collected from various other sources : I. Mac Brad-

aigh or Mac Brady. Tiarnan Mac Bradaigh is mentioned in the

Annals, at the year I'i.jfi, as one of the chiefs who foughtunder the

O'Reillys, in a great battle at Moysleacht, or Fenagh. The Mac
Bradys sometimes called O'Bradys are given by Mac Geoghegan, as

a branch of the O'CarroUs, chiefs of Calry, a territory in Leitrun,

in the barony of Dromahaire, as already explained in the precedmg

part of this article ; and they are in fact often called O'Carrolls at

the present day, particularly by persons speaking in Irish, who
designate them Carullaghs. Tlie Mac Bradys are extremely nu-

merous in the county of Cavan, particularly in the barony of

Loughtee ; and there are many respectable families of the name in

various parts of Ireland. Baron Thomas Brady, a distinguished

field marshal for many years in the Austrian service, and who
died at Vienna in 1827, was a native of the county of Cavan.

11. The Mac Gobhains,Mac-an-Ghobhains, or 0'Gobhains,aname

which has been anglicised to Smith, are very numerous in the

county of Cavan, particularly in the parishes of Lavey, Laragh,

and Killinkere, among whom have been many respectable families.

The Mac Gowans are also very numerous in Rossinver in the

county of Leitrim, as explained in the note on Dalaradia, or

county of Down. The Mac Gowans are of the race of Ir, or Clanna

Rory,' descended from the famous warrior Conall Cearnach, or

Conall the Victorious, who was chief of the Red Branch Knights

of Ulster, about the commencement of the Christian era ; and

many of the name have proved their distinguished descent, being

remarkable for great strength and bravery, and having been chiefs

of gallowglasses under the O'Reillys. The Mac Gowans, originally

a powerful clan in Dalaradia, or the county of Down, in early

times produced many eminent ecclesiastics, learned men, and poets,

too numerous to be here mentioned , and in modem times there

are many highly respectable families of the name of Smith in many
parts of Ireland, and several have been eminent lawyers, some of

whom, no doubt, may trace their descent from the Milesian Mac
Gowans. III. Mac GioUaduibh or Mac GilldufF. In the .\nnals,

at the year 12.52, Manus Mac GioUaduibh is mentioned as chief of

Teallach Gairbheith, now the barony of TuUygarvey, m the

county of Cavan. IV. Mac Taichligh or Mac Tally. Giolla

Michil Mac Taichligh, is mentioned in the Annals, at 1256,

as one of the chiefs who fought under the O'Reillys at the battle
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Cormac O'Lulmluin, bishop of Clonfert of St.

Brenan, and the chief sage of Ireland, died a vener-

able divine at an advanced age.

of Fenasli. The Mac Tullys were chiefs of a district coinprisnig

tlie greater part of tlie jiiirisli of Drmi};, in the harony of Tullj-

garvey. V. Mac Cal)es, a clan originally from Monaglian, hut

settled for many centuries in the county of C'avaii, where they are

very numerous, particularly in the haronics of Tullygarvey and

Clankee. The Mac Cabes were a warlike (_!lan, and are frequently

mentioned in the Book ofCavan, as commanders of battle-axe

men under the O'Reillys in their wars witli the English of the

Pale. VI. The O'Sheridans, an ancient clan in the county of

Cavan, and still numerous, particularly in the barony of Claninahon.

Of this clan were several persons distinguisheil in the literary

world for the most brilliant ahilities, us the Uev. Dr. Thomas
Sheridan, president of the great school of Cavan, the friend and

favonrite companion of Dean 8wil't, and distinguished for his great

wit and talents ; Thomas Sheridan, his son, a celebrated actor,

and author of an English J)ictionary and other works ; and Richard

Brinsley Sheridan, the son of Thomas, well known for his .sjdendid

genius, and one of the most eminent men of ills age as an orator,

dramatist, and jioet. Many other members of this family, too

numerous to be here mentioned, ha\ e also been highly distinguished

in the literary world. VII. The O'C'orrys or O'Currys, given in

the Map of Ortelius as a clan in Cavan, in the barony of TuUy-
garvey. They w'ere located about the place afterwards called

Cootehill. Of this family was James Curry, M.D., the celebrated

writer on the civil wars of Ireland. VIII. The O'Clerys or

Clarkes, a branch of the O'Clerys of Connau'^ht and Donegal, and

of the same stock as the celebrated authors of the Annals of the

Four Masters, numerous in the county of Cavan, jiarticularly in

the baronies of Tullygarvey and Clankee, and many of whom have
been distinguished for literary aciiuirenients. IX. The C)'Dalys

and O'MuUigans, clans in the county of Cavan, who were heredi-

tary bards to the O'Reillys, and of whom accoimts may bo found

in O'Reilly's Irish Writers. X. The Fitzpatricks, a numerous
clan in the county of Cavan, chielly located in the baronies of

Tullyhunco and Loughtee. They were originally of the Fitzpa-

tricks of Ossory,but have been settled for a long period in the

county of Cavan. XI. The Fitzsimons, a numerous clan in the

county of Ca^an, chiefly in the barony of Castlerahan, wlio came
originally from the English Pale, being of Anglo-Norman descent,

but have been long located in the county of Cavan. XII. The
O'Farrellys, anumerous clan, particularly in the parish of Mullagh,

comity of Cavan. XIII. Several other clans in consideralile num-
bers, in various parts of the county of Cavan, as the O'Murrays,
Mac Donnells, O'Conaghtys, O'Connells, Mac jianusses, O'Lynches,

Mac Gilligans, O'Fays, Mac Gaft'ncys, Mac Hughs, O'Dolans,

O'Droms, &c. XIV. Several clans in the county of Leitrim

not mentioned by O'Dugan, as the Mac (iloins of Rossinver ; the

Mac Fergu.-es, who were hereditary creniiclis of the churches of

Rossinver, and whose name has been anglicised to Ferguson ; the

O'Cuirnins, an ancient clan in the barony of Dromahaire, and
many of whom were celebrated bards and historians ; the Mac
Kennys or Keaneys ; the Mac Cartans, O'Murrays, and O'Meehans,
are also numerous in the county of Leitrim.

Bi\fney O'Boufke was formed into the county of Leitrim,

and so called from the town of Leitrim, in the reign of Elizabeth,

A.D. 1065, by the lord deputy, sir Henry Sidney, and large crrants

of lands were given, in the reigns of Elizabeth and James I., to

various British settlers there, the chief of whom were the Hamil-
tons, who erected a castle at Manorhamilton : the family of

A'illiers, dukes of Buckingiiam, had also large grants of lands in

it. The Sherrards were in after times barons of Leitrim ; and the

family of Clements arc at the present day carls of Leitrim.

Biefin'ii Olicilh/ was formed into a county, by the lord deputy,
sir John Perrott, A. D. I'lXi, in the reign of Elizabeth, and called

Cavan, from its chief town. On the eonilscation of si.\ counties in

Tomaltach, son of Torlogh, son of Malachy

O'Conor, returned from Rome after having been

consecrated archbishop of Tuam in the Pope's

palace, having brought -with him a Pallium, and

great favours for the clergy besides.

Ulster, as stated in the note on Tyrone, in the reign of James I.,

the county of Cavan, in accordance with the project called the

Plantation of Ulster, was planted with British colonies, and in

Pyimar's Survey of Ulster, A. D. 1010, as given in Harris's

Hibernica, the following were the families of English and Scotch

settlers in the county of Cavan : In Clankee, sir James Hamilton,

John Hamilton, William Hamilton, and William Bailie. In Cas-
tleralian, sir Thomas .^ she, Captain Culrae, and sir John Elliot.

In Tullygarvey, Captain Hugh Culme, Arcliibald Moore, John
Ashe, and Captain Richard Tyrrell. In Lougbtee, John Taylor,

Thomas Waldron, John Fish, sir Hugh Wirral, sir Stephen Butler,

sir fjeorge Manneriucr, and Peter Ameas. In Clannmhon, lord

Lambert, Archibald Moore, and Captain Fleming. In Tullyhunco,

sir Claude Hamilton, sir James Craig, and Archibald Acheson.

In Tidlaghagh, Captain Cidme, Walter Talbot, sir Richard, and
sir ficorgc Orimes, and William Parsons. The following natives

obtained grants of the forfeited lands: In Castlerahan, Shane
Mac Philip O'Reilly, nine hundred acres. In Tullygarvey, Mul-
mora Mac Philip O'Reilly, one thousand acres; Captain O'Reilly,

one thousand acres ; ^lulmora Oge O'Reilly, tliree thousand acres
;

and Maurice Mac Tclligh (or Mac Tally), three thousand acres.

In Clanmahou, Mulmora Mac Hugh O'Reilly, two thousand acres.

In Tiillaghagh, Mac Oauran, one thousand acres.

The following ha\'e been the noble families in the county of

Cavan, since the reign of James I. The LainherLs, earls of Cavan
;

the JIaxwells, earls of Farnham ; the Cootes, earls of Bellamout;

the Popes, carls of IJeltnrbet ; and tlie Verneys, barons of Bel-

turbet. Amongst the great landed proprietors, but not resident in

the county, are the marquess of Headfort; the earl Annesley
;

and the earl of Gosford ; and of the landed proprietors resident in

the county, the chief are the earl of Farnham, and the families of

Saundcrsou, Pratt, Burrowes, Clements, Coote, Southwell, Hum-
phreys, and Ncsbitt.

Tlie fre nf Kilmore was founded by St. Feidlimidh or Felimy,

in the sixth century. The bishops of Kilmore were in early times

styled H'tshops of Srefnci/, of Hy-Sriune Brefufij, and some-
times of Tlr Jiriuncj a name latinised by Ware to Trihurna. The
(Uoceae comjirises almost the entire of the county of Cavan, with

the greater part of Leitrim, a large portion of Fermanagh, and a

small jiortion of Meath.
II. 7'c/v»n»m//(, an ancient territory, the same as the present

county of Fermanagh. It is written in the Irish, Fcnrn JMttnacfi,

Fcnrniiinnch, and Fenrn Monach. The origin of the word is

diHicult to determine, but it might be derived from Fenra, men,
and ttui/uich, of monks, which might originate from its famous
monastery at Devinish ; or, it might be derived from Fenni, men,
and iiioiiiicli, of marshes, that is, men inhabiting a marshy
country.

About eight centuries before the Christian era, in the reign of

Fiacha Labhruine, monarch of Ireland, as stated by all the ancient

annalists, the lake afterwards called Lough Erne suddenly burst

forth and overflowed a great tract of land, which was called MagU
Cieannain, or the Plain of Geannan, so called from Gean nan, one
of the Fir Bolg kings. This lake, as explained in the note on

Tirconuaill, had at first the name of Lonijh Sahiier (and is cidled

by Cambrciisis, Saraarius), hut afterwards obtained the name of

Lougli Erne, whicli, according to Peter Walsh, in quoting Cam-
brensis Eversus, derived the name of Erne from Erua, the fa-

vourite waiting-maid ofMeav, the famous Queen of Connaiight,

who was drowned there. The ancient inhabitants of this territory,

as explained in the note on Breiiicy, were the Erneans, of the

race of the Fir Boigs, who were conquered in a great battle by
the above-mentioned monarch, Fiacha Labhruinne, leaving the

Milesians masters of the country. In the tenth century, as stated

by various historians, the Danes bad a large fleet on Lough Erne.



REIGN OF HENRY III.

The GioUa Cam Mac Gillcliiarain, a man dis-

tiiiiiuished in literature and poetry, died.

gave the residence of Awlave,Hugh O'Conor

the of Art, to Art Beag, the son of Art

In tlic tenth, eleventh, and twelfth centuries, the head chief

of this territory was O'Dulihdara, and several of the name are

mentioned in the Annals of the Four Masters ; amongst others,

Giolla Criost O'Dubhdara, Prince of Fermanagh, who was killed

by the men of Fermanagh at Daimhinis, or Devinish Island, in

Lough Erne, A.D. 1076. The O'Duhhdaras were probably of the

same race as the Mac Guires, who afterwards became princes of

Fermanagh. The name in Irish is Mac Uuih'ir, sometimes writ-

ten Maguibhlr, which is pronounced Mac Ivir, and has been

made Mac Guire and Maguire. The Mac Guires took this name
from U'ldhir, one of their ancient chiefs ; and they are of the

race of CUin Colla, of the same descent as the Mac Mahons,
lords of Monaghan ; the 0"Hanlons, chiifs of Orier, in Armagh

;

the O'Kellys, lords of Hy Maine, in Galway and Roscommon
;

and other clans, of whom a full account has been gi\en m the

note on Or//inll. Many valiant chiefs af the Mac Guires are men-
tinned in tlie course of these Annals ; and in O'Dugan's Topogra-
phy of the twelfth century, Mac Uidhir, or Mac Guire, is given

as chief of Feara Mouach, or Fermanagh, and designated in terms

which may be thus translated :

" Mac Guire, the head of the batalions,

Over the mighty men of Monach,
At home munificent in presents, '

The noblest chief in hospitality.''

The JIac Guires were inaugurated as princes of Fermanagh on

the summit of Cuilcagh, a magnificent mountain near Swanlinbar,

on the borders of Cavan and Fermanagh, and sometimes, also, at

a place called Sciath Gabhra, now Lisnaskea. They possessed

the entire of Fernuinagh, wliicli was called Mac Giiire'.i coiintri/,

and maintained their independence as lords of Fermanagii down to

the reign of James I., when their country was confiscated like

other parts of Ulster ; but Conor Roe Mac Guire obtained re-grants

of t\velve thousand acres of the forfeited lands of his ancestors,

and was created baron of Enniskillen—a title which was also

borne by several of his successors. Several chiefs of the Mac
Guires are mentioned during theCromwellian andWilliamite wars,

and many of them were afterwards distinguished ofiicers in the

Irish Brigade, in France, and also in the Austrian service. The
Mac Guires produced several eminent and learned ecclesiastics

;

amongst whom may be mentioned Cathal, or Charles Mac Guire,

archdeacon of Clogher, in the fifteenth century, the author of the

celebrated Annals of Ulster. An interesting account of the Mac
Guires in the reign of James I., is given in the works of Sir John
Davies, who, amongst other particulars, states that the lands of

Fermanagh were divided into three great portions, one of which
was entirely possessed by JIac Guire, and another by the church,

while the third was allotted to the rhymers and gallowglasses,

that is, to the bards and swordsnjen. The Mac Guires are still

numerous, particularly in the counties of Fermanagh and Cavan

;

and many respectable families of the name exist in various parts of

Ireland.

The following chiefs and elans of Fermanagh, and the territories

tliey possessed in the twelfth century, have been collected from
O'Dugan's Topography : I., O'Maolduin, or O'Muldoon, chief of

Muinter Maolduin and Feara Luirg. This territory is now known
as the barony of Lurg. The O'Maolduins are mentioned in the

Annals, as early as the latter end of the tenth century ; and
Dubhdara O'Maolduin, lord of the men of Lurg, is stated to have

been killed, A. D. 1000. II. Muintir Taithligh, or Mac Tullys,

chiefs of Hy Laoghaire of Lough Lir, a district which lay in the

barony of Lurg, near Lough Erne, towards Tyrone. III. Mac
Duilgen, not mentioned in O'Dugan, is given in the Annals, which

state that Fergus Mac Duilgen, lord of Lurg, was killed by the

men of Brefney, A. D. 9'24. IV. O'Flannagain or O'Flanagan,

chief of Tuath Ratha, that is, the district of the fortress, a terri-

tory which extended from Belmore to Belleek, and from Lough

O'Rourke, and he took prisoner Art, the son of

Cathal Riavach O'Rourke, after he had displaced

Awlave.

Hugh O'Conor went to Deny Columkille, to

Melvin to Lough Erne, comprising the present barony of Jlahera-
boy. It contained the ancient districts of larthar Maighe and
Magh Niadh, and its name is still retained by the mountain Tura.
At the year A. D. 1498, in these Annals, it is stated that Achaidh
More was the town or residence of O'Flanagan. Of this ancient
family were James O'Flanagan, a lieutenant general of Dillon's

regiment in the Irish Brigade in France, and his brother, John
O'Flanagan, who was a coloncd in tlie Austrian army. V. Mac
Giolla Fineui or Mac Gillfinnen, chief of Muintir Peodachain of the
Port. This territory, on the borders of Fermanagh and Donegal,
is still traceable in the name of Pettigoe. At the years A. D.
1 231 and 1234 in the Annals, Mac Gillfinnen is mentioned as a
warlike chief, who made expeditions in his ships along with
O'Donuell j and he is styled lord of Lough Erne ; he is also men-
tioned in several other parts of the Annals. VI. Mac Giolla

Michil, chief of Clan Congail. In the .\nnals at A. D. 1238, it is

stated that Clan Congail and O'Ceanfoda lay in Tir Manach.
Tirkennedy barony is probably Tir O'Ceanflioda. The name Mac
Giolla Michil, has been anglicised to Mitchell. VII. O'Maolruana
orO'Mulrooney,and O'Eignigh or O'lleignigh, probably O'Heaney,
who were chiefs of Muintir Maolruanaidh, and of Maoith Leirg

Monach. VIII. Mac Domhnaill or Mac Donnell, chief of Clann
Ceallaigh, now the barony of Clankelly.

The following clans in Fermanagh are not given in O'Dugan ; I.

The Mac Manuses, formerly a numerous clan, chiefly in Tirken-
nedy, who had the controu! of the shipping on Lout^h Erne, and
held the office of hereditary chief managers of the fisheries under
Mac Guire. II. The Mac Cassidys, who were hereditary physi-

cians to the Mac Guires, and many of the name also learned eccle-

siastics and historians, amongst whom may be mentioned Rode-
rick Mac Cassidy, archdeacon of Clogher, who partly compiled the

Aimals of Ulster. III. The O'Criochans or O'Creehans, a nume-
rous clan in Fermanagh, and many of whom changed the name to

Creighton. IV. The Magratlis, who held some possessions at

Termon Magrath, where they had a castle in the parish of Tem-
plecarne.

Fermanagh was formed into a county by the lord deputy Sir

Henry Sydney, A. D. l.jGO, in the reign of Elizabeth. On the

plantation of Ulster with British colonies, in the reign of James I.,

the following families of English and Scotch settlers obtained ex-

tensive grants of the confiscated lands in Fennanagh, as given in

Pynnar's Survey, A.D. 1G19, in Harris's Hibernica. Sir James
Belford ; Mr. Adwick ; sir Stephen Butler, ancestor of the earls

of Lanesborough ; John Sedborow ; Thomas Flowerdew ; Edward
Hatton ; sir Hugh Wirrall ; sir John Davies, who was attorney-

general to King James I., and a celebrated writer; sir Gerrard

Lowther ; John Archdall ; Edward Sibthorp ; Henry Flower

;

Thomas Blennerhasset ; sir Edward Blennerhasset, Francis Blen-

nerhasset ; sir William Cole, ancestor of the earls of En-
niskillen ; sir Henry Folliot ; captain Paul Gore ; captain

Roger Atkinson ; Malcolm Hamilton ; George Humes ; sir John
Humes ; and John Dunbar. Two or three of the natives ob-

tained grants, namely. Con Mac Shane O'Neill, 1,500 acres;

Bryan Slaguire 2,000 acres at Terapodassell ; and Conor Roe

Maguire, who obtained large grants, and was created baron of

Eunisldlien, as before stated. The following have been the noble

famiUes in Fermanagh since the reign of James I. The Coles,

earls of Enniskillen ; the Creightons, earls of Erne ; the Corrys,

earls of Belmore ; the Verneys, viscounts of Fermanagh ; and the

Butlers, barons of Newtown-Butler, and earls of Lanesborough.

The family of Loftus, earls of Ely, have a seat in Fermanagh.

In the ecclesiastical division the chief part of Fermanagh is

comprised in the diocese of Clogher, but a considerable portion of

the county is in the diocese of Kilmore. The abbey on Devinish

Island in Lough Erne, founded by St. Molaise or Laisrean, in the

sixth century, was celebrated for many ages as a seat of learning

and religion, and some of its venerable ruins still remain, together
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espouse the daughter of Dubhghall (Dugald), the

son of Sorley (Mac Donnell).

Cathal jMac Consnamha, chiefof Muintir Kenny

(in Leitrim), had his eyes put out by Hugh
O'Conor, who also put out the eyes of the hos-

tages of Donal O'Rourke, namely, Niall Mac
Donogh, and Bryan Mac Neill, and Ukewise those

of the hostages of Hy Briuin.

Hugh O'Conor and Bryan O'Neill held a con-

ference at Daiminis (Devinish Island), on Lough

Erne.

Hugh O'Conormadepeace withDonal O'Rourke,

and gave him the lordship of Brefney.

Taichleach Mac Dermott died.

Miles Mac Costello died.

Hugh O'Conor took Gilbert Mac Costello pri-

soner, and plundered the entire of Sliabh Lugha

(in the county of Sligo). Gilbert gave his three

sons as hostages for his own release, and Hugh
O'Conor set him at lil)erty.

Teige O'Brien, heir presumptive of Munster,

died.

Sidhridh O'Boyle was slain by his own kinsmen.

O'Donnell (Donal Oge), collected a great force

and marched into Tyrone ; Hugh Buidhe O'Neill

marched with another force to join him, and they

jDlundered the adjoining territories and proceeded

into Oriel, and all submitted to them wherever

they came, after which they returned home.

Felim O'Tuathail (O' Toole), lord of Siol or Hy
Muiredhaigh,- cUed.

A. D. 1260.

Cionaoth O'Beirne, prior of Kilmore, (in Ros-

common,) died.

Maolfinnen O'Mithigen died.

The archbishop of Armagh consecrated Mala-

chy O'Conor' a bishop at Dundalk.

with one of the ancient round towers, a beautiful structure, in per-

fect preservation.

G. TeaUach Dunchndhn,'no-w the barony of Tullyhunco, in the

county of Cavan, of wliich the Mac TIarnans or Mac Kemans were

chiefs, as explained in the note on Brefney.

7. Ardrathnn, a parish in the baronies of Kiltartan, Lough-

rea, and Dunkellin, in the county of Galway. Kilcolgan

another parish in the same baronies.

A. D. 1259.

1

.

Aodh Buidhe or Hiiyh Buidhe O'Neill, that is Hugh
O'Neill, the Yellow, prince of Tyrone, who about this time took

possession of a great part of tlie counties of Down and Antrim,

which districts were called from him Upper and Lower Clanaboy,

as explained in the note on Balaradin.

2. Siol or Hy Muireudlmigh, sometimes called I Mail, was an

The battle of Drom Deirg^ at Dundaleathghlas

(Downpatrick) was fought by Brj-^an O'Neill and

Hugh O'Conor against the English of the north of

L'eland, in which many of the Irish chiefs were

slain, namely, Bryan O'Neill, the chief ruler of

Ireland ; Donal O'Cairre ; DermodMac Loughlin
;

Manus O'Kane ; Kane O'Hennery ; Donslevey

Mac Can ; Conor O'Duvdiorma, and his son

;

Hugh O'Kane ; Murtogh O'Kane ; Awlave

O'Gormley ; Cu-ula O'Hanlon ; and Niall O'Han-

lon ; and in the whole fifteen chiefs of the O'Kanes

were slain there. A number of the chiefs of Con-

naught were also killed there, namely, Gillcreest,

son of Conor, son of Cormac, son of Tomaltach

(]\Iac Dermott), lord of ^loylui-g : Cathal, son of

Tiarnan O'Conor ; Maolrooney Mac Donagh

;

Cathal Mac Donagh, the son of Murtogh ; Hugh,

son of IMurtogh Fionn ; Teige, son of Cathal,

son of Bryan O'Mulrooney ; Dermod, son of

Teige, son of Murrogh, son of Tomaltach O'Mul-

rooney ; Conor Mac Gillarraith ; Teige, the son

ofKian O'Gara; Gillbaraigh O'Cuinn(O'Quinn)

;

Carolus Mac Anespoig O'Murray, with many
others of the chiefs, and common soldiers of the

Irish.

Mac William Burke marched with a force to

attack Felim O'Conor, and plundered the country

before him, until he came to Roscommon; he did

not, however, attempt to proceed further, for

Felim and his son Hugh-na-n-Gall were in the

Tuatha prepared to meet him, and the Cona-

cians were at their back in the recesses ; so they

came to a resolution on both sides to make peace,

which they accordingly did ; and Mac William re-

tmnied home.

Mac Maurice marched with his forces into Tho-

mond to attack Conor O'Brien, who was then at

Coin Bearrain,^ where the chiefs of his people

assembled to support him ; the English w'ere

ancient territory in the county of Wicklow, of which the O'Tua-
thails or O'Tooles were chiefs.

A. D. 12fiO.

1. Miilachy O'Cono)", bishop of Elphin, is tlie person here men-
tioned, who died A. D. 1262.

2. The Battle of Drom Deirg, at Downpatrick. Stephen
Longespe or Longsword, earl of Salisbury, tlien lord deputy of

Ireland, commanded the English in the battle of Down. Bryan
O'Neill, prince of Tyrone, who fell in this battle, is generally desig-

nated by the Irish writers, Brian-Catha-JUuin, that is, Bryan of

the battle of Down.
3. Coin Bearrain was probably Kilbarron, near Burrisokane in

Tipperary, on the borders of the Shannon or Lough Derg, opposite

the county of Clare, a place where there were some ancieut castles.
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defeatedbythem ia the first onset ; and Da\nd Pren-

dergast, who was a powerful knight; the Failgeach
;

the parson of Ardrathan ;* Thomas Barret, and

many others whose names have not been recorded,

were slain.

Manns, son of Hugh Mac Oiraghty, was slain

by Donal O'Flaithimh.

Loughhn, son of Awlave, son of Art O'Rourke,

and Tiarnan, his brother, were killed by Hugh
O'Conor, after they had been dehvered to him by

Donal, son of NiaU, son of Congallach O'Rourke.

Donal, son of Conor, son of Tiarnan O'Rourke,

was killed by the people of Tidlyhuncho (in Ca-

van) ; and Murtogh, his brother, was slain soon

afterwards by Hugh O'Conor.

Art Beag, son of Ai-t O'Rourke, was slain by
Hugh O'Conor.

Teige Duv, son of NiaU, son of Congalach, was

slain by Malachy, son of Awlave, son of Art

(O'Rom-ke).

A great depredation was committed by Hugh
O'Conor, in Tuaith Ratha (in Roscommon), on

which occasion Conor Mac Brannan, chief of Core

Achlan ; Murtogh O'Maonaigh ; the son of Bryan

O'Fallon, and many others, were slain.

A depredation was committed by Mac Maurice

on O'Donnell ; but a party of O'Donnell's people

overtook him at Bennan Brechmoighe, where

thej^ burned some of his people, and slew

others.

An immense depredation was committed by
O'DonneU on Mac Maurice; and he, (O'Donnell),

plundered the whole of Carbury (in Sligo).

The fortress of Conor O'Kelly (in Galway), was

burned by the people of Hugh O'Conor.

Sitrick Mac Seanlaigh was slain in Athlone byDon-
cathachMac OiraghtyandTomaltaghMac Oiraghty.

O'Donnell marched with a predatory force into

TjTone, after the battle of Dun (Down), and plun-

dered and biu-ned the greater portion of Tyi'one

on that occasion.

Abraham O'Conellan, coarb of St. Patrick,

(archbishop of Aimagh), died.

A. D. 1261.

Maolpatrick O'Scannail(orO'Scanlan), bishop of

4. Ardrahan, a parish in the county of Galway. The chief called

FailReacli was probably O'Conor Failgeach, that is, O'Conor, lord

of Oifaly in the King's county. Mac Maurice mentioned above, as

Rathboth (Raphoe), was elected archbishop of
.\i"magh.

Sixteen of the most distinguished of the clergy

of Tirconnell, together with Conor O'Firgil, were
slain by Conor O'Neill and the people of Tyrone,
at Deny Columkille. Conor O'Neill was soon
afterwards killed by Donn O'Breislein, chief of

Fanad (in Donegal), through the miracles of God
and Columkille.

Hugh, son of Malachy O'Conor, was slain by
MaoltavaiU O'Heyne.

Cathal O'Hara, together with five others of the

people of Lieney, were slain by the English, at

the instigation of Bermingham, in the great church
of St. Fechin at Ballysadare.

Fingin, son of Donal Mac Carthy, and his

brethren, waged war and committed many depre-

dations on the EnffUsh.

The Geraldines marched with a great force into

Desmond, to attack Mac Carthy (Fingin), who
encountered and defeated them in an engagement
in which eight barons, five knights, and several

others of the English gentry, were slain, together

with John Mac Thomas, and BaiTy More ; an

innumerable host of their common soldiers also

fell in that battle.

Fingin jNIac Carthy was slain afterwards by
the English ; and his brother, the Aithchleireach

Mac Carthy, assumed the lordship of Des-

mond.

Art, son of Cathal Riavach O'Rourke, made
his escape from Hugh O'Conor ; and the chiefs of

Brefney and Conmaicne gave him the government

of Brefiiey.

Donal O'Hara plundered the sons of Ber-

mingham in revenge for the killing of Cathal

O'Hara, and violating the church of St. Fechin

(at Ballysadare) ; and he slew Sefin, son of

Bermingham, the weapon with which he kil-

led him being the bell which he (Bermingham),

had carried away from the chm'ch of Bally-

sadare.

Biyan Roe O'Brien burned and demoUshed the

castle of O'Conaing (Castleconnell in Limerick),

and slew all the gaiTison.

The fortress of Hugh O'Conor, at Snamh-

eommander of the English, was sir Gerald Fitzgerald, baron of

OfFaly, who was son to Maurice Fitzgerald, formerly lord justice of

Ireland.

M
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an-Redaigh,' was burned by the men of Bref-

ney.

Cluan Suilionn, the fortress of Fehm O'Conor,

was burned.

Torlogh Oge, son of Hugh O'Conor, was sent

to Art O'Rourke to be fostered.

A great prey was taken by Hugh O'Conor

in Brefney ; who marched as far as Druim
Leathan (Dromlane in Cavan), where a part of

his forces were encountered and defeated, and

many of his common soldiers slain.

Hugh Buidlie O'Neill was deposed, and Niall

Culanach O'Neill was appointed in his place.

Niall O'Gormley, chief of Kinel Moain, died.

Niall Culanach O'Neill was defeated in battle

by O'Donnell ; and many of the chiefs of Tyi-one

were slain and taken prisoners, amongst whom
were Mac CathmoU, chief of Kinel Feredaigh, and

many other chiefs (in Tyrone), not recorded.

A.D. 1262.

Maolpatrick O'Scannail, archbishop of Armagh,
celebrated mass in a Pallium, on the Octave of

John the Baptist, at Armagh.

Malachy, son of Teige O'Conor, bishop of

Elphin, died.

The English of Ireland marched with an im-

mense force to attack Fehm, son of Cathal Crov-

dearg (O'Conor), and his son Hugh-na-n-Gall

;

upon which O'Conor sent the greater portion of

the cattle of Connaught into Tirconnell, to secure

them from the English, while he himself remained

at Inis Saimer (Ballyshannon), to defend his pro-

perty and people. Mac William Burke proceeded

with his forces from the west across Tochar Mona
Coinneadha, and anived at Elphin. The lord

justice of Ireland and John de Verdun came by
Athlone to Roscommon. They sent out scouting

parties into Kinel Dobhtha Mic Aongusa,' and

plundered aU those that remained in Connaught
after O'Conor; and they also marked out the

place for a castle at Roscommon. Hugh O'Conor
at the same time collected his forces, marched into

A.D. 1261.
1. Snamhanredaigh, probably Drumsna, on the Sliannon, on the

borders of Leitrim and Roscommon

A.D. 126-2.

1 . Kinel Dobhtha Mic Aongusa, a district along the Shannon, in

the west of Connaught, and plundered all the

country eastward from Mayo of the Saxons and

Balla, burned their (the English) towns and corn

as far as Sliabh Lugha (in Mayo), and slew many
people between those places. He sent his chiefs

and young officers into South Connaught, and they

bm'ned and plundered the country from Tuam to

Athlone, and slew all the fighting men whom they

met between those places. After this the English

sent messengers to O'Conor and his son, oflfering

them terms of peace. Hugh (O'Conor) went to

Ath-Doire-Chuirc to hold a conference, in which

they made peace, neither party yielding to the

other hostages or securities, on the occasion.

Hugh O'Conor and Mac William Burke slept

together that night, after the peace, in the same bed,

cheerfully and amicably ; and on the following day

the English departed, after taking leave of O'Conor.

Hugh Buidhe O'Neill was again restored (to

his principality), and Niall Culanach was deposed.

A great depredation was committed by the

English of Meath on GioUa-na-neev O'Ferrall,

lord of Anally ; and his own party, having con-

spired with the EngUsh, deposed him, and

conferred the lordship on the son of Murrogh
Carrach O'Ferrall. After this GioUa-na-neev com-
mitted many evils, depredations, plunders, da-

mages, spohations, and slaughters on the English,

and succeeded in recovering by main force, the

lordship of Anally, from which he expelled the

son of Murrogh Carrach.

Donslevey Mac Cathmoil, chief of Kinel Fere-

daigh, was slain by Hugh Buidhe O'Neill.

Mac William Burke and the English of Ireland

marched with an army into Desmond, to attack

Mac Carthy, and proceeded as far as Mangartach

of Lough Lein,^ where Mac Carthy slew Gerald

Roche, who was considered one of the three best

barons in Ireland in his time ; but the victory was
without joy to the people of Desmond, for Cormac,

son of Donal Gud Mac Carthy, was also slain in

that engagement, and many of the Irish as well as of

the English fell on the previous day at Mangartan.

the barony of Ballintobber, county of Roscommon. The lord jus-
tice mentioned at this time was Richard de Rupella.

2. Mangnrtack of Liitigk Lein, that is, the Mangartan moun-
tains at Loughlene, oue of the lakes of Killarney, in the county of

Kerry.
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Donal O'Monnaghan was slain by the sons of

Roderick and Teige O'Conor.

O'Donnell (Donal Oge), marched with a force

first into Fermanagh, and from thence to Gairbh-

Trian-Connacht (or the Rough District of Con-

naught, in Leitrim), and as far as Granard of

Teffia (in Longford); and in all the places through

which he passed the people paid him tribute and

yielded him submission ; after which he returned

home \'ictoriously.

A. D. 1263.

Thomas O'KeUy, bishop of Clonfert, and Mul-

kiaran O'Maoileoin (or O'Malone), died.

Da^dd O'Finn, abbot of the monastery of Boyle,

and Gillpatrick Mac Giolla-na-Guisen, priorofDoi-

rein,' a man eminent for pietyand hospitality, died.

Donn O'Breslein was slain in the bishop's court

at Raphoe, by Donal O'Donnell.

Mac William (Burke)- having marched a force

to attack Fehm O'Conor and his son, came as far

as Roscommon ; but the Siol MuiTay (©'Conor's

people), fled before them into the north of Con-

naught, and the Enghsh found nothing to plunder

on that expedition. Donogh O'Flynn and Teige

his son, attacked their forces, and slew one hun-

dred of them, both officers and common soldiers,

amongst whom were Aitin Russel, and his son, the

five sons of Cuchonaght O'Conor, and many
others, after which the army (of the English)

retm-ned to their homes much dismayed. Maol-

favaill O'Heyne was slain by the English.

Dermod Clerach, son of Cormac Mac Dermott,

died.

Aindiles Mac Fionnvar,' chief of Muintir

Gearadhain, died.

A. D. 1263.

1. Doirein, supposed to be Ballagliaderrcen, in the parish of

Kileoleman, barony of Clanmorris, county of Mayo, where a Car-

melite Friary was founded by the Prendergasts in the thirteenth

century.

2. Mac William Burke, so often mentioned at this period, was
Walter de Burgo or Burke, son of Richard de Burgo, formerly

lord justice of Ireland, and grandson of William de Burgo ; hence

he is called by the annalists Mac William Burke. Walter having

married the daughter of Hugh de Lacy the younger, earl of Ulster,

obtained, in right of his wife, the earldom of Ulster; and,

besides being earl of Ulster, was also styled lord of Connaught.

He was the most powerful nobleman in Ireland in his time, and

formed alliances with many great families, by the intermarriage of

five of his daughters, one of whom was married to Robert Bruce,

king of Scotland ; two others to the Fitzgeralds, earls of Kildare

A castle was built by Mac William Burke at

Athangail in Con-an (in the county of Sligo).

Machair O'Ruadhain was slain by the English

in the porch of the church of Kilsesgnen.*

Etaoin, daughter of O'Flanagan, died.

O'Donnell (Donal Oge), led his forces into

Connaught, and joined Hugh O'Conor at the

Curlew mountains, fi'om whence they proceeded

to Cruachan,'^ westward across the river Suck, and

from that into Clanricard ; they completely plun-

dered and devastated the country as far as Echtge

and to Galway, where Hugh O'Conor parted from

O'Donnell to retiu-n home ; O'Donnell then pro-

ceeded across Sruthair and Rodhba, through

TjTawley, and across the Moy, and enforced

tributes and submission from all.

Hugh, son of Fehm (O'Conor), committed great

depredations on the English of Sliabh Lugha and

of Ciarraidhe (in the county of Mayo), slew

many of them, and cai'ried away a great number

of cattle.

A.D. 1264.

Aongus O'Clumain, bishop of Lieney (Achonry),

died in the monasteiy of Boyle, he having long

before resigned his bishopric.

A war broke out between Art O'Melaghhn and

the English of Meath, and he slew and di-o^Tied

many of them in a battle at the river Brosnach (in

King's county).

Murtogh, son of Donal O'Hart, was slain, and

his people's property burned by Donogh Maguire

(in Fermanagh).

The people of Dealbhna' committed a great

depredation in the ten-ltorj- of Siol Anmchadha,

and Desmond ; another to de Bermingham, earl of Louth; and the

fifth to the earl of Gloucester, in England. He died A.D. 1271.

See Lodge's Peerage bv Archdall.

3. Mac Fionnbhar or Mac Fiimaver, chief of Muinter Geradh-

ain, a district m Muintir Eoluis, county of Leitrim.—See note on

Brefhev.

4. Kilsesgnen, an old church in the parish of Killasser, barony

of Gallen, county of Mayo.

5. Cruachan, near Elphin in Roscommon. Echtge, a district

in the south east of Galway, on the borders of Clare, so called from

the mountain Echtge, nowSlieveAughty. Sruthair and Rodhba

are the rivers Shrule and Ballinrobe.

A.D. 1264.

1. Dealbhna, or Delvin, here mentioned, was Dealbhna Eathra,

M 2
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and slew the five sons of O'Madden on that

occasion.

A conference was held at Athlone between the

lord justice of Ireland (accompanied by the

Enghsh, the earl of Ulster, and Maurice Fitz-

gerald, with their united forces), and Fehm

O'Conor, together with his son. The English

were much perplexed and dismayed in mind when

they beheld the king of Connaught and his son

advancing with a great force to attend the meeting,

and they came to a resolution to sue for peace.

Fehm and the chiefs of his people consented to

make peace with them, and they afterwards sepa-

rated on peaceable tenns.

A war broke out between Mac William Burke,

earl of Ulster, and Mac Maurice Fitzgerald ; and

the greater portion of Ireland was laid waste

between them. The earl took all the castles in

Connaught belonging to Fitzgerald, burned his

manors, and plundered his people.

Art O'Melaghlin burned all the castles and

towns in Delvm,^ in Calraigh, and in Breaghmaine,

and expelled aU the English therefrom, and after-

wards took hostages from their chiefs.

The lord justice of Ireland, with John Cogan,

and Tiboid (Theobald) Butler, were taken pri-

soners by Maurice Fitzgerald' in a consecrated

church.

The castles of Lough Mask (in Mayo), and

Ardrahan, were taken by Mac Wilham (Burke).

Maolpatrick O'Scannail, archbishop of Armagh,

brought the friars minor to Armagh ; and it was

Mac Donnell, the GaUoglaoch (according to

tradition), who commenced the building of that

monastei-y.

A.D. 1265.

Thomas, son of Fergal Mac Dermott, bishop of

Elpliin, Thomas O'Maicin (or O'Miachain), bishop

now the barony of Garrycastle, in the King's county, and not Del-
vin in Westmeath. Siolajimchadha , now the barony of Longford,

in the county of Galway, was O'Madden's territorj'.

2. Delvin barony in Westnieath. Breaghmaine, the barony of

Brawney in Westmeath. Calraigh was an ancient territory com-
prising part of the barony of Clonlonan, in Westmeath, and, according

to Mac Geoghegan, part of the barony of Kilcourey, in the King's

county, of which the Mac Gawleys were chiefs. See note on Meath.
3. Maurice Fitzgerald, so frequently mentioned at this period,

was son of the former Maurice Fitzgerald, lord justice of Ireland.

of Lieney (Achonry), and Maolbride O'Gruagain

(O'Grogan), archdeacon of Elphm, died.

Maurice, son of Niall O'Conor, was elected to

the see of Elphin.

The castle of Shgo was demohshed by Hugh
O'Conor and by O'Donnell, and they also burned

and destroyed , the castles of Beannada and of

Rath-Ardcroibhe.

'

The monastery of Tobberpatrick (in Mayo) was

burned.

Teige Mac Fionnvar was slain by Conor Mac
Rannall and the son of Donal O'Ferrall.

Felim, son of Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor, king

of Connaught, the defender and protector of his

province, and of all his friends ; the spoiler and

exterminator of his enemies ; a man eminent for

hospitality, generosity, and magnanimity; a patron

of religious orders, of the clergy, and of learned

men ; a worthy heir to the crown of Ireland for

his nobility, his personal figure, braveiy, wisdom,

justice, and truthfulness, died after the victory of

extreme unction and penance, in the monastery of

the friars of St. Dominick, at Roscommon, which

he himself had dedicated to God, and granted to

that order.^ Hugh O'Conor, his son, was appoin-

ted his successor as king of Connaught, who made

his regal plundering excursion into Otfaley, and,

on his return to Athlone, put out the eyes of

Cathal, son of Teige O'Conor, of which punish-

ment he died.

Murtogh, son of Cathal, son of Dermod, son of

Teige O'Mulrooney, lord of Moylurg, died.

Giolla-na-neev O'Quinn, chief of Muinter GioU-

gain (in Longford) ; Cathal Mac Rannall, chief of

Muintir Eoluis, and Muireagh O'CaiToll, cliief of

Calry (in Leitrim), died.

A conference was held by Tomaltagh O'Conor,

archbishop of Tuam, with David Prendergast and

the Mac Murchadas ; and many of the archbishop's

people were slain by them on that day, at Kil-

meadhain (Kilmaine, county of jMayo). Dearvor-

A. D. 1265.

1. Ardcrnoihhe, now Ardclare, in the parish of Kilmacteige,

barony of Lieney, county of Sligo. Beannada, or Banada, a vil-

lage in the same parish.

2. King Felini O'Conor had a magnificent marble monument in

the abbey of Roscommon, ornamented with beautiful sculptured

representations of his body-guard of galloglasses, with their

ancient arms and armour.
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gall, daughter of O'Dowd (the mother of the arch-

bishop Tomaltach O'Conor), died, after receiving

the rites of the church.

A.D. 1266.

O'Scopa, a friar of the order of St. Dominick,

was conseci-ated a bishop at Armagh for the see of

Raphoe. Thomas O'Maolconry, archdeacon of

Tuam, and Maolisa O'Hanainn, prior of Roscom-

mon and Athleague, died.

Thomas O'Miadhachain (O'Meehan), became

bishop of Lieney (Achonry).

A bishop elect came from Rome to Clonfert' of

St. Brenan, and he, together ^viib Thomas O'Mee-
han, were consecrated bishops at Athenry, on the

Sunday before Christmas.

Donal O'Hara, lord of Lieny, was slain by the

Enghsh while he was burning Ardnaree.

Mahon, son of Cethernach O'Keirin, lord of

Ciarraidhe (in Mayo), was slain by the English.

Mahon O'Cuilein, lord of Claonglaise,^ was

killed by his wife with a thrust of a knife, which

she gave him through jealousy.

The castle of Tighe-da-Coinne^ was demolished,

and the entire of Conmaicne was laid waste.

Torlogh, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg

(O'Conor), died in the monasteiy of Knocmoy.

Dermod Roe, son of Conor, son of Cormac Mac
Dermott, and Donncathach, son of Duinoig Mac
Oiraghty, had then" eyes put out by Hugh
O'Conor.

The borough of Beol-an-Tachair'' was burned

by Flann Roe O'Flynn, who slew many of the

EngUsh of the town.

Hugh O'Conor, king of Connaught, marched

into Brefney to depose Ai-t, son of Cathal Riavach

(O'Rourke), and he conferred the lordship of

Brefney on Conor Buidhe, son of Awlave, son of

Art O'Rourke, and took hostages from all the

chiefs of Brefney.

A. D. 1266.

1 . Clonfert. The bishop of Clonfert here mentioned was John,

an Italian, the Pope's Nuncio, who, being appointed to the see of

Clonfert, was consecrated at Athenry, and the year following went
to Rome, but returned soon afterwards, and continued bishop of

Clonfert until A.D. 1-296, when he was translated to the see of

Benevento iu Italy. Robert, a monk of Christ Church, Canter-

bury, succeeded as bishop of Clonfert, and died A. D. 1307. See

Ware's Bishops, by Harris.

Wilham Burke marched with a force to attack

O'MelaghUn ; and many of his men were drowned

at Ath Crochda,'^ and he was obliged to return

without succeeding or gaining hostages.

A party of O'Conor's people, namely, Loughlin

Mac Dermott; the sonofMurtoghMac Carney; and

the son of Donal Duv O'Hara, committed great

slaughter on the Welsh and Leinster men, in the

west of Connaught, and brought thirty-one of

them pi'isoners to O'Conor.

Cormac, son of Gillcreest Mac Dermott, re-

ceived a wound, of which he died.

Sava, daughter of Cathal Crovdearg (O'Conor),

and Maoleoin Bodhar O'Mulconry, historiographer

of Siol Murray (in Roscommon), died.

Maolpatrick O'Scannail, primate of Armagh,

brought friars minor to Armagh ; and he caused

a deep and broad ditch to be constructed round

their church.

A. D. 1267.

The bishop of Clonfert, that is, the Roman, went

to the court of the Pope.

Murogh Mac Sweeney was taken prisoner in

Hy MaUa (in Mayo), by Donal, son of Manus

O'Conor, who delivered him into the hands of the

earl (Burke, earl of Ulster), and he died in prison.

Biyan, son of Torlogh, son of Roderick O'Conor,

died in the monastei-y of Knockmoy.

Mac William (Burke) made a predatory attack

on O'Conor, and plundered Tir Maine and Clan

Uadach (in Roscommon).

The English of the west of Connaught commit-

ted depredations in Carbm-y of DrumcUff, and

plundered Ballysadare.

Donogh, son of Roderick, son of Hugh O'Conor,

was slain by the English.

The king of Connaught was seized with a

grievous disease, the report of which was made

known aU over Ireland.

2. Claonglaise, an ancient territory in Limerick. See note on

Thomond.
3. Tighe-da-Coinne, probably Tiaquinn, in the county of

Galway.
4. Belantachair, probably Ballintogher, barony of Tyrerrell,

county of Sligo.

5. Ath Crochda was the ancient name of a ford on the Shan-

non, at the place now called Shannon Uarbour.
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Alise, daughter of Mac Cargavna (in West-

meath), died.

Hugh O'Murray, chief of the Lagan,' was slain

at Kilalla by O'Maolfoghmalr, the coarb of the

church, on Sunday, after hearing Mass.

A.D. 1268.

Hugh, son of Conor O'Flaherty, the official

(vicar general) of Anadown (in Galway), died.

The great church of Armagh was commenced

to be built by the primate, Gillpatrick O'Scan-

nail.

Conor Roe O'Brien, lord of Thomond, his son

John, his daughter, his daughtei-'s son, that is, the

son of Roderick O'Gara, Duvloghlin O'Loughlln,

Thomas O'Beolan, and many others, were slain by

Dermod, the son of Murtogh O'Brien, but he

himself was soon afterwards killed.

Bryan, son of Conor O'Brien, then assumed the

lordship of Thomond.

Torlogh Oge, son of Hugh, son of FeUm, son

of Cathal Crovdearg (O'Conor), the ward of the

Hy Briune, died.

Awlave O'FerraU, the tower of defence of the

Conmacnians (in Longford), was treacherously

slain by the English.

Conor O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine ; Aongus
O'Daly, a man eminent for poetiy, and who kept

a house of hospitality ; Manus Mac Oiraghty,

chief of Clan Tomalty ; Donal O'Grady, chief of

Kinel Dungaile ; and Dubhgall Mac Rory, lord

of Innsi Gall, and of the eastern Irish, died.'

Maurice Roe Fitzgerald was drowned at sea,

along with all the crew of a ship, on his passage

from England.

Hugh O'Conor marched with his forces to at-

tack the English of Athlone, who met him at the

Feadha (woody district), and an engagement en-

sued, in which the English were defeated, and

many of them slain.

Donn, son of Teige O'Monaghan (in Roscom-

A. D. 1267.

1. Lagan a district in the north of the barony of Tyrawlej",

county of Mayo, of which the O'Murrays were chiefs.

A.D. 1208.

1. O'Kelly was lord of Hy Maine, in Galway and Boscommon.

mon), and ten of his people, were slain by Teige

O'Flanagan and GiUcreest O'Beirne.

Fergal O'MulIoy, chief of Ferkale (King's

County), and Malachy Mac Coghlan, were slain

by the English.

Aongus O'Maolfoghmalr was slain by the

O'Murrays (in Mayo), in revenge for the death of

their chief.

A.D. 1269.

David O'Brogain, bishop of Clogher, died, and

was interred in the monastery of Mehfont, for he

was one of the monks of that place.

Teige, son of Niall, son of Morogh O'Conor,

was slain at Elphin by a young man of his own
kinsmen, who was put to death for that deed.

Ivar O'Beirne, a young chief, the confidential

friend of Hugh O'Conor, abandoned the cares of

the world, and retiring fi'om the midst of his

family and property, entered the monastery of

Roscommon, where he spent the remainder of his

days amongst the brothers of St. Dominick.

Biyan, son of Donal Duv O'Hara, was slain by
the English at Sligo.

Benmidhe, daughter of Torlogh, son of Roderick

(O'Conor), the wife of Maolmuire Mac Sweeney;

Geoffrey, son of Donal Clannach Mac Gillpatrick,

lord of Slieve Bloom (in Ossory) ; and Hugho
Feenaghty, an eminent minstrel, died.

Echmilidh Mac Arten (in the county of Down),

was slain by O'Hanlon (of Armagh).

Donal O'Fen-all and Hugh his son, men distin-

guished for friendship, hospitality and benevolence,

were slain by GioUa-na-neev O'Ferral and the

English.

Christina, daughter of O'Naghten, the wife of

Dennod Midheagh Mac Dermott, the most distin-

guished woman of her tribe for hospitality and

benevolence, and the most bountiful benefactress

to the order of grey friars, died after the victory

of repentance.

Mac Oiraghty was chief of Clan Tomaltaijih in Roscommon.
O'Grady was chief of Kinel Dungaile, a district in the county of

Clare. Dubhgall or Dugald Mac Rory, lord of Innsi Gall, tliat

is, lord of the Hebrides. The Mac Rorys were a branch of tlie

Mac Donnells of the Hebrides, and are styled lords of the eastern

Irish, as tliey had large possessions m the counties of Down and
Antrim.
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The castle of Sligo was re-built by Mac Maurice

Fitzgerald, after it had been destroyed by Hugh
O'Conor and O'Donnell.

The castle of Roscommon was built by Robert

de Ufford, lord justice of Ireland, taking advan-

tage of the illness of Hugh O'Conor, king of

Connaught, who on that account could not engage

the English in battle, nor oppose them in building

the castle, and Connaught was plundered a hun-

dred times over by the English before his recovery.

Flaherty O'Maoilfhiona (O'Mulleeney), chief of

the half of Calraighe of Moy Heleog,' was slain

by O'Gaibhtheachain (O'Gavaghan) his co-pai"tner

chief.

A.D. 1370.

Maolpatrick O'Scannail, archbishop of Armagh,

went to England to be presented to the king, who
received him honourably, and he returned invested

with great authority.

A great war arose between O'Conor and the

earl of Ulster, Walter Burke, who together with

the lord justice (Robert de Utford), collected the

nobles of the Enghsh of Ireland, and also theu*

Irish allies, with whom they marched into Con-

naught, and came to Roscommon the first night,

and on the second to Elphin, from whence they

proceeded to Port Lecce, where they halted and

encamped for that night ; on the following day

they proceeded to Ath-Cara-Conaill (Carrick-on-

Shannon), across the Shannon eastward. The
king of Connaught was at this time with a few of

the chiefs of his people, in Moy Nise,' prepared to

meet the English, and the lord justice with a small

portion of the English army, remained on the

eastern side of the Shannon, to watch their move-

ments. When the earl had passed Ath-Caradh-

Conaill, a small division of O'Conor's forces

attacked the English in the woods of Conmaicne,

A. D. 1269.

I. Cnlrnigh of Moy Hehog, an ancient district in the county
of Mayo, now the parish of Crossmolina, of which O'Maolfhiona
was head chief, from whom Crossmolina derived its name.

A. D. 1270.

1. Moj/ Nine was a district along the Shannon in the county of

Leitrim, near Carrick-on-Shannon ; and the events here narrated

occurred about tliat place, and in those parts of Roscommon on the

opposite side of the Shannon.

2. Kllcolinain Castle was in the parish of Kilcoleman in the

and slew many of them, after which they returned

to Moy Nise, where they encamped for the night.

They then held a council, and came to the reso-

lution of making peace with the king of Connaught,

and agreed to deliver the earl's brother (William

Oge, the son of Rickard Mac William), into the

hands of O'Conor's people, while he himself

(O'Conor), should be at the earl's residence

ratifying the peace. This having been done,

O'Conor's people immediately made the earl's

brother prisoner, and slew John Dolofin and his

son. When the earl received intelligence of this,

he became enraged, and he spent that night in

sadness and in soitow, and early on the following

morning he mustered his English and Irish forces,

and marched towards O'Conor's residence, until

they arrived at Ath-an-chip, where they met

Torlogh O'Brien front to front, who was on his

march to aid O'Conor. The earl personally at-

tacked Torlogh, and remembering his enmity to

him, he slew him on the spot. The Conacian

forces at this time advanced up to the ford, and

fell on the English with their horse and foot, broke

their van guards, dislodged their rere ranks after

much opposition ; and slew nine of their chief

knights at the ford, along ^vith Rickard (Burke)

of the Wood, and John Butler, with many of

their other officers and of the common soldiers.

They also took immense booty from them, con-

sisting of arms, armour, horses, &c.

After the battle the earl's brother was slain by

O'Conor as an Eraic (in retaliation) for the son of

O'Brien, who was slain by the earl.

The castle of Ath-an-Gaile, the castle of Sliabh

Lugha, and the castle of Kill Colmain^ were pulled

down by O'Conor, and Roscommon, Rinn-Duin,

and Uillinn Uanach, were also burned by him.

Bryan Roe O'Brien turned against the English;

he committed great plunders on them, and took

the castle of Clar-Ath-da-Caradh.^

barony of Costello, county of Mayo. SUabh Luglin a mountainous

district in the barony of Costello, county of Mayo. Uillinn

Uanach. Sliabh Cairpre in Longford, according to O'Reilly, was
originally called Sliahh Uilinn, hence probably Uiluin Uanach and
Sliabh Uillinn were the same, the castle of which might be on the

opposite side of the Shannon to that of Rinn Diii>i,'now St. John's,

a peninsula running into Lough Ree, on the Roscommon side of the

Shannon.
3. Clnr-Atha-da-Caradh, now Clarisford near Killaloe, in the

county of Clare.
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The earl (of Ulster) and the Enghsh of Con-

naught committed great plunders in Tirerell, on

the people of Hugh O'Conor, and David Cuisin

was slain on that occasion.

The son of MuiTogh Gan-ach O'Fen-all, a bear

in agility, a leopard in activity, and famous for

feats of arms, was slain by the Enghsh.

Tannaidhe More, son of Duinnin, son of Nedhe,

son of Conaing Buidhe O'Maolconry, was appoin-

ted chief Historiographer of Connaught ; and

Dubhsuileach O'Maolconry and Dunking O'Maol-

conry were removed from that professorship.

Sligo was burned by O'Donnell and the people

of Tyrconnell ; and Mac Breallagh-an-chairn

O'Maolbrennan was slain on that occasion.

A.D. 1271.

Simon iNIagrath, dean of Ardcarne, cUed.

Walter Burke, earl of Ulster, and lord of the

English of Connaught, died in the castle of Gal-

way of a short sickness, after the victoiy of

repentance.

Thomas Mac Maurice died in the town of Lough

Mask.'

Ivar O'Beirne, the confidential friend of Hugh
O'Conor, died in Roscommon after the victory of

repentance, and was buried there.

Hugh O'Conor, the son of the coarb of St.

Coman, was slain by Thomas Butler, at Muine-

Inghine-Crechain (in Roscommon).

Donal O'Flynn was slain by the son of Robin

Lawless on the same day at the upper end of

Sruthra.2

Mahon O'Conor was slain by the English of

Dunmore (in Galway).

Nicholas, son of John Verdun, lord of Oriel,

was slain by Geoffrey O'Ferrall.

Conor, son of Tiarnan O'Conor, was slain by

Malachy, son of Art O'Rourke, and by the Clan

Fermuighe (in Leitrim).

A.D. 1271

1

.

Lough Mask. The town here mentioned was called Bally-
lougliinask or Loughraask castle, near Lough Mask, in the county

of Mayo. Thomas Mac Maurice here mentioned, was Thomas, the

son of Maurice Fitzgerald.

2. Sruthra, now the parish of Shrule, barony of Kilmain, county
of Mayo.

3. Templehotise Castle or Caulean-Tighe-Templa, was a house

of tlie knights templars, founded by the English in the thirteenth

The castle of Templehouse,' the castle of Sligo,

and the castle of Athleague were demolished by

Hugh O'Conor.

Hugh, son of Niall O'Dowd, (in Sligo), died.

A.D. 1272.

Henry Butler, lord of Umaha (in Mayo), and

Hoitse Medbrick, were slain by Cathal, son of

Conor Roe (O'Conor), and by the sons of Mur-
togh O'Conor.

The castle of Roscommon was demolished by

Hugh O'Conor, king of Connaught.

TeigeDall(the Bhnd), son of Hugh,son of Cathal

Crovdearg (OConor), died, and he was the most

eligible candidate for the crown of his tribe, until

he was bhnded by the people of O'Reilly.

James Dodaly,' lord justice of Ireland, was

slain by O'Braoin and by the Conacians.

Maurice, son of Donogh, son of Tomaltagh

O'Mulrooney (in Roscommon), the most hospita-

ble and generous man of his tribe, died in the

fortress of O'Donnell at Murbach (in Donegal),

and his remains were conveyed to the monastery

of Boyle, where he was buried.

Donogh, son of Giolla-na-neev Mac Gauran,

was slain by his brother Thomas.

Richard Tuite, the most noble of the English

barons, died.

Hugh O'Conor burned Meath as far as Granard,

and also burned Athlone, and broke down its

bridge.

O'Donnell (Donal Oge) collected his vessels

and boats on Lough Erne, with which he pro-

ceeded to Lough Uachtar, and seized on the

property of the adjoining places, (namely, on

the islands of that lake), which he carried away,

plundered the people, and reduced them in all the

neighbom-ing parts under his sway and subjection.

Edward L^ was proclaimed king of England,

on the 1 (3th of November.

century, near Ballymote, county of Sligo, now the residence of
Colonel Percival, Member of Parliament for the county.

A.D. 1272.
1. J'wme,'! I>orf/!?e^ was sir James Audley, then lord justice of

Ireland. O'Braoin m the text means O'Byme, but probably it

sliould be O'Brien, as Audley was killed in 'fhnmond.
2. Eibcurd I. Kmg Henry I II. died on tbe 16th of November,

A. D 1272, and was succeeded by his son Edward I.
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A. D. 1273.

LAN O'Tierney, lord

)t' C'eara,' was slain by
O'Murray, concerning

the lordship of Ceara,

through the influence

of Hugh, son of Felini

O'Conor.

Conor Buidhe, son

of Awlave, son of Art

0'Rourke,lordofBref-

ney, was slain by the

i^ons of Conor, son of

I'iarnan O'Conor, for

he (O'Rourkc) had kill-

ed the best of the sons, namely,

Tiarnan.

Eochy Mac Mahon, lord of

Oriel (Monaghan), and many
others along with him, were slain

by O'Hanlon and by the peojile of

Tyrone.

Jordan Dexetra having commit-

ted a depredation in Corran (in

Sligo), was overtaken by some of

the young chiefs of Con naught,

who imprudently attacked him by

advice of some of their soldi ers^

in consequence of \>hich Donal,

son of Donogh, son of Manus ; and Manus, son

ofArt (O'Conor); Aireachtach Mac Egan; Hugh
O'Beu-ne, and many others were slain.

Mac Maurice Fitzgerald marched with a great

force into Thomond, and took hostages from

O'Brien and brought him under subjection.

Cormac I\Iac Dcrmott, son of Roderick, died.

Donal of Erris, son of Manus, son of Murtogh

Muinagh (O'Conor), was expelled from Umalia

and fi-ora Erris, and Roderick O'Flaherty was

expelled from West Connaught.

O'Donnell (Donal Oge) mustered a great force

of the chiefs of Tirconnell and of Connaught, with

which he marched into Tyrone and spoiled the

countn\

Donal O'Quinn, chief of half of Aicideach (in

Longford), was slain by O'Dufly.

A. D. 1273.

1. Ceara now tlie barony of Carra, in the county of Mayo.

A. D. 1274.

Hugh, son of Felini, son of Cathal Crovdearg

O'Conor, king of Connaught, a prince who laid

waste all parts of Connaught in possession of

both English and Irish enemies, who often defeat-

ed the English, who demolished their courts and
castles, and slew their chamjiions and ^varriors

;

who took the hostages of Hy Briuin and of the

race of Hugh Fionn ; a king who was most

dreaded and victorious ; the most eminent for

hospitality and magnanimity ; and who, though

sometimes a spoiler, was also an improver of Ire-

land, died after the victory of repentance on a

Ihnrsday, being the third day of summer. Owen,
son of Roderick, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crov-

dearg (O'Conor), was appointed king in his place,

but he reigned only three months, when he was
slain by one of his own kindred, namely, by
Roderick, son of Torlogh, son of Hugh O'Conor,

in the church of the friars at Roscommon ; and

Hugh, the son of Cathal Dall (the Blind), son of

Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg (O'Conor), was

elected king by the Conacians, but his reign was
not long, being slain in a fortnight after by Mac
Oiraghty (Tomaltagh) and O'Beirne ; and Teige,

son of Torlogh, son of Hugh, son of Cathal

Crovdearg, was appointed king over the Cona-

cians.

Tiarnan, son of Hugh O'Rourke, lord of Bref-

ney ; and Donal, son of Manus, son of Murtogh
Muinagh (O'Conor), the most eminent man in

Ireland for hospitality and generosity, died.

GioUa-na-neev, son of Hugh, son of Awlave

O'Ferrall, lord of Anally, the mainstay of hos-

])itality and generosity of the Clanna Rory, a man
full of dignity and abilities, intrepid against his

enemies, but kind to his friends, died after the

victory of repentance.

Malachy, son of Awlave, son of Art O'Rourke,

lord of Dartry and of Clan Fermuighe (in Leitrim),

was slain by Conor, son of Donal, son of NiaU

O'Rourke.

Teige, son of CaiToll Buidhe O'Daly, chief poet

to Hugh O'Conor, died.

Donal Oge, son of Donal, son of Art O'Rourke
;

and Cathal Mac Clancy, chief of Dartry (in Lei-

trim), died.

Fergal O'Caithniadh, lord of Erris (in Mayo),

died in Hy Maccaechain.

N
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A. D. 1275.

O'Laidigh, bishop of Killala ; and Cairpre

O'Scuapa, bishop of Raphoe, in Tirconnell, died.

Roderick, son of Torlogh O'Conor, was taken

prisoner by O'Conor (Teige, son of Torlogh his

brother) : Roderick made Ids escape through the

assistance of Conor O'Hanley, who accompanied

him, but their pursuers overtook them, and slew

Conor O'Hanley.

Teige, son of Cathal Mac Dermott, was phm-

dered by O'Conor.

Conor, son of Fergal, son of Donogh, son of

Murtogh (O'Conor), \\as slain by his own kinsmen.

Art, son of Cathal Riavach O'Rourke, lord of

Brefney, was slain by Mac Fionnvar and by the

English at Granard, and many of his people were

killed.

The English sustained a great defeat in Ulster,

in which they lost two hundred of their cavalry,

both men and horses, besides what were slain of

common soldiers.

Thomas Mac Gauran was slain by the people of

Kinel Luachain (in Leitrim).

The Tyronians marched into Tirconnell and

plundered a great portion of the country ; O'Don-

nell (Donal Oge), having collected his forces

pursued them to the foot of Sliabh Truini, defeated

them and slew many of their men ; a great num-

ber of their horses with accoutrements, arms, and

armour, were taken by the people of Tirconnell on

that occasion.

A.D. 1276.

Giolla-an-Coivde O'Carolan, bishop of Tyrone

(Derry), died.

Hugh Muinagh, son of Felim, son of Cathal

Crovdearg (O'Conor), went from Munster into

Connaught, and from thence went to O'Donnell,

who accompanied him with the whole of his forces

A. D. T27fi.

1. Echennach, now tbe parish of Aiijrhanagli, barony of Tir-

crell, county of Sliffo, where a church was built by St. Patrick.

2. Lentil Cafha'd, now tlie barony of Lecale, in the county of

Down, of which Mac Gilla Muire, or tlie Mac Gilraors, were

chiefs.

A. D. 1277.

1 . The carl of Clare here mentioned was Thomas de Clare, son

to the earl of Gloucester, who got large grants of land in that part

to Echeanach,' where O'Donnell parted from him

;

and Hugh remained in Connaught.

The sons of Torlogh (O'Conor) committed a

depredation on the son of Felim and on the sons

of Mac Dermott, and Gilcreest O'Mulbrenan was

slain by them.

A depredation was committed by the son of

Felim on the sons of Murtogh (O'Conor), and

Giolla-na-Naingeal (servant of the Angels) O'Con-

roy, was slain by the sons of Murtogh while they

were pursuing their plundered property.

Roderick, son of Torlogh, committed a plunder

on the people of Naghtan (the Nortons), who,

however, defeated him, and recovered their pro-

perty. Dona! (called Giolla-an-ime), son of Niall,

son of Congalach O'Rourke, and many others of

Roderick's people were slain by them.

Gillcreest 0"Naghtan (or O'Norton), and Wil-

liam O'Naghtan were slain after this by Roderick,

son of Torlogh.

Dermod Mac Gillmurry, lord of Leath Cathail,^

died.

A.D. 1277.

Braon O'Mulmoicheirghi, abbot of Kells,

died.

Brien Roe O'Brien, lord of Thomond, was

treacherously taken prisoner by the son of the

earl of Clare,' and was dragged to death between

horses, although they had both previously become

gossips to each other, and had exchanged bells and

holy rclicks (or oaths), in confirmation of their

friendship for each other.

Gillcreest O'Bcirne, the bosom friend of Hugh
O'Conor, was slain by Giolla-Roe, son of Lough-

lin O'Conor.

Giolla-na-neev O'Bcirne died after repentance.

Hugh Muinach, son of Felim (O'Conor), ac-

companied by the Conacians and by Donall

of Thomond afterwards called the county of Clare. Moore in his

History of Ireland (v. 3. p. 33,) quotes the Annals of Inisfallen,

which give the following account of this affair ;
" The earl of

Clare's son took Bryan Roe O'Brien prisoner very deceitfully after

they had swoni to each other all the oaths in Munster, as bells,

bachals, and relicks of saints, to be true to one anotlier ; also after

they had become sworn gossips, and for confirmation of this bond
of perpetual friendship, drew part of each other's blood, wiiichthey

mingled together in a vessel. After all these protestations Bryan
Koe was taken as aforesaid and bound to a horse and so was tor-

tured to death by the said earl's son."
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O'Donnell, demolished the castle of Roscom-

mon.

The people of Teallach Eachdach- committed a

great depredation on the Kinel Luachain in Glen-

da-Duile, on which occasion they slew Conor Mac
Dorchaidh and many others.

A.D. 1278.

Thomas O'Quinn, bishop of Clonmacnois, died.

Flaherty O'Daimhin,' lord of Fermanagh, died.

Teige (O'Conor), son of Torlogh, son of Hugh,

son of Cathal Crovdearg, king of Connaught, was

slain by the sons of Cathal Mac Dermott.

Roderick, son of Torlogh O'Conor, together

with the parson riavach, the son of Tiarnan

O'Conor, and many others who are not recorded,

were slain by Gillcreest Mac Clancy and the

people of Dartry (in Leitrim), on the borders of

Dromcliff.

Donogh, Fergal, and Gillcreest, the three sons

of Maurice Mac Donogh, son of Tonialtach, were

slain by Teige, son of Donal (O'Conor) of En-is

(county of Mayo).

Donogh, son of Bryan Roe, and the other sons

of Bryan, defeated the son of the earl of Clare in

the battle of Cuince ;'- they burned the church of

Cuince on his people (the English), and put great

numbers of them to death both by slaying and

burning.

Tomaltach Mac Oiraghty, head chief of Siol

Murray, was slain by the people of the Tuatha (in

Roscommon).

Hugh Muinach, son of Felim (O'Conor), as-

sumed the sovereignty of Connaught.

Bryan O'Dowd and Art-na-Capall (Art of the

Horses) O'Hara, lord of Lieney, fought a battle

with the Berminghams, in which the Berminghams

were defeated, and the two sons of Myler More,

2. Teallach Enchdnch, now the barony of Tullagha, county of

Cavan, of wliich the Mac Gaurans were chiefs. Kinel Luachain
was a district in the barony of Mohill, county of Leitrim. Tlie

Mac Dorchys were chiefs of tliat district. See note on Brefney.

A D. 1-278.

1. O'Daimhin or O'JJeiin. The O'Devins were formerly a

powerful clan on the borders of Tyrone and Derry ; and this

O'Devin, lord of Feruiana^jh, was probably a chief, in the northern

part of Fermanagh, on the borders of Tyrone.

2. Cuince, anciently called Quincy, now the parish of Qiiinn,

with Conor Roe Bemiingham, and many more
besides, were slain.

A.D. 1279.

Tomaltach, son of Torlogh, son of Malachy
O'Conor, archbishop of Tuam, the most eminent

man in Ireland for wisdom, learning, and charitj^,

died after the victory of repentance.

Giolla-an-Choivde O'Carolan,' bishop of Ty-
rone, died.

Conor, son of Dermod, son of Manus O'Conor,

was slain.

MuiTogh O'Naghtan (or O'Norton in Roscom-
mon), was slain by Donal O'Naghtan ; and Robert,

his brother, challenged Donal to a conflict, in which

Robert was also slain.

Donal, son of Gillcreest O'Naghtan, was slain

by Hugh O'Concannon.

Malachy, son of Torlogh (O'Conor) was slain.

Giolla-Iosa More Mac Firbis, chief historiogra-

pher of Hy-Fiachra (in Sligo), died.

A.D. 1280.

John O'Laidhigh, bishop of Killala ; and Mat-
thew, son of Manus O'Conor, abbot of Boyle,

died.

A dispute arose between Hugh Muinach

(O'Conor), king of Connaught, son of Felim, son

of Cathal Crovdearg, and the sons of Murtogh

Muinach O'Conor, on which occasion Hugh
Muinach was slain in the wood of Dangan ;' and

on the same day they took Malachy, son of

Manus (O'Conor), prisoner, whom, however,

O'Donnell released, on their receiving a ransom

of four hvnidred cows and twenty horses.

Cathal, son of Conor Roe, son of Murtogh

Muinach, son of Torlogh More O'Conor, was

elected king ailer this by the Conacians.

barony of Biinratty, county of Clare ; the church which was
burned was that of Quinn-abhey, of which some magnificent ruins

still remain.

A. D. 1279.

1. O'Carolan, bishop of Tyrone, that is, Derry, here mentioned,

was probably the same person as another bishop of the same name
whose death has been recorded A. D. 1276.

A. D. 1280.

1. Dangan, a town in the barony ofTiaquin, county of Galway.

N 2
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Malaohy O'Gormley, chief of Kinel Moain (in

Donegal), and Conor O'Gormley, were slain by

the people of Tellach Modhai-ain.^

A.D. 1281.

Teige, son of Cathal Mac Dermott, lord of Moy-

lurg, a man distinguished for hospitality, genero-

sity, and magnanimity, died.

The battle of Disirt-da-Chrioch,' was fought

between the Tirconnellians and Tyronians, Hugh
Euidhe (O'Neill), son of Donal Oge, son of Hugh
Metli, son of Hugh, generally called the Macaomh
Toinlcasg, aided by the English of Ulidia, on the

one side ; and Donal Oge O'Donncll, lord of Tir-

connell, Fermanagh, Orgiall, and of the greater

])art of the Irish of all Ulster, and nearly of all

Connaught, with the entire of lirefney, on the

other side. The Tirconnellians were defeated

;

and Donal O'Donnell, the most eminent man of

the Irish for hospitality, generosity, prudence, and

magnanimity, in his time, and the most valiant

wai-rior of the west of Europe, was slain in this

battle, in the forty-tirst year of his age, and s\as

buried in the monastery of the friars at Derry

Columkille, having through life gained the palm

of pre-eminence in everj' goodness. The following

were the most eminent who were slain along with

him, namely, Mulrooney O'Boyle, chief of the

three territories (in Donegal) ; Owen, son of

IMalachy, son of Donal More O'Donnell; Ceallach,

son of Giolla Brighde O'Boyle, one of the most

distinguished chiefs of his tribe for hospitality and

generosity to men of learning and science ; Ain-

dileas O'Boyle, and Dugall, his son ; Gillcrecst

IMac Clancy, chief of Dartry (in Leitrim) ; Donal

Mac Gilfinen, chief of Muintir Feodhachain (in

Fermanagh) ; Enna O'Gormley, head chief of

Kinel Moain (in Donegal) ; Cormac, son of the

professor O'Donnell, chief of Fanad (in Donegal)

;

Giolla-an-Coivde O'Muldoon, chief of Lurg (in

Fermanagh) ; Cormac, son of Cormac O'Donnell;

2. Tenllach Modhara'in, a district in the barony of Strabane,

county of Tyrone, on the borders of Donegal, near tlie riicr

Alournc.

A.D. 1281.

1. Disirt-dn-Chr'ioch, now the parish of Desertcreight, in the

barony of Dungannon, county of Tyrone.

Giolla-na-Noge Mac Dail-le-docair ; Malachy, son

of Niall O'Boyle ; Aindiles, son of Murtogh

O'Donnell ; Manus Mac Quinn ; Gio!la-na-neev

O'Heoghagain (or O'Hogan) ; Murtogh O'Fla-

herty ; Murtogh Mac Nulty ; Flaherty Mac
Buidheachain ; and many others of the sons of

lords and chiefs who are not recorded. Hugh,

son of Donal Oge O'Donnell, was appointed his

father's successor.

A battle was fought between the Barretts and

Cusacks.'- in which the Barretts were defeated,

with the loss of William Barrett, Adam Fleming,

and many others. There were assisting the Cu-

sacks in this battle two of the Irish, who were

the most accomplished in achievements, bravery,

activity, and dexterity, of those who fought,

namely, Taichleach O'Boyle, and Taichleach

O'Dowd.
Hugh Muinach, son of Torlogh O'Brien, died.

A.D. 1282.

Min-togh Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, and

Art Mac Murrogh, his brother, were slain by the

English.

Taichleach, son of Mulrooney O'Dowd, lord of

Hy Fiachra, one of the most distinguished of his

tribe in his time, for hospitality and bravery, was

slain by Adam Cusack, on the strand of Eothuile

(in Sligo).

Lasarina,daughterof Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor,

the wife of Donal More O'Donnell, and the mother

of Donal Oge, the most noble woman of the north

of Ireland, died.

Matthew O'Reilly, lord of Muintir Maolmordha

(in the county of Cavan) ; and Giolla losa More

Mac Tiarnan, chief of TuUaghonoho (in the county

of Cavan), died.

Cathal, son of GioUa-na-neev O'Ferrall, lord of

Anallj-, died on Inis Cuan, on the river of Cluain-

Lis-Bece,' of the son of Conla. Geoffrey, son of

Giolla-na-naov O'Ferrall, assumed the lordship of

Anally after him.

2. This battle between the Barretts and Cusacks was fouglit in

the county of Mayo.

A. D. 1282.

1. C'JumiUs Bi'cc was probably in the parish of Cloongish, ba-

rony and county of Longford, tiirough which run the rivers CiiTolin

and Shannon. An abbey may have been situated on Inish Cuan,

an island on one of those rivers.
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A. D. 1283.

llujrh Buidhe O'Neill, lord of Tyrone, the most

illustrious of the Irish for hospitality and bravery,

the most eminent man of the north for bestowing

favours and gifts, the most dreaded and triumphant

man of his race in his time, and the worth}' heir

presumptive to the throne of Ireland, was slain by

Mac jMahon (Bryan) and the Orgiallians, aided by

Giolla losa Roe, son of Donal O'Reilly.

Teige, son of Donal of Erris (in Mayo) O'Conor,

was wounded by the people of Lieney (in Sligo),

and, being delivered into the hands of Cathal

O'Conor, died of his wound.

Dublin and Christ Church were partly consumed

by tire.

A.D. 1284.

Maurice O'Conor, bishop of Elphin, died; and

Awlave O'Tomalty was consecrated his successor,

but died soon afterwards.

Giolla losa Mac Anliatanaigh O'Conor, abbot

of Trinity Island on Lough Key, of the order of

Premonstratensians, was then elected to the see of

Elphin.

Donogh O'Brien, lord of Thomond, was slain

by Torlogh O'Brien.

Dubgall, son of Manus O'Boyle, chief of Cloch-

Chinn-Faoladh,' was slain by the people of

O'Maolgaoithe.

Mac-na-hoidhche- Mac Dorchy, chief of Kinel

Luachain, died.

Simon de Exeter was slain by Biyan O'FljTin

and by the two sons of O'Flanagan, Dermod and

]\Ialachy ; in consequence of which, war and con-

tentions arose in Connaught, and the English

committed great depredations, but restored the

plunder to the people of Trinity Island, and to the

monks of the monastery of Boyle.

The Castle of Kilcoleman (in the county of

Mayo), was demolished by Cathal, son of Conor

Roe (O'Conor), king of Connaught.

A. D. 1284.

1 . ClocJi-Chinn-Fhaolndh, now Cloghaneely, a district near

the Atlantic, in tlie barony of Kilmaltrenan, county of Donegal.

2. Mfic-nn~hoidhche signifies Son of the Night, but has been

anglicised to Nicholas. The Mac Dorchys were chiefs of Kinel

Luachain, a district in Leitrim, as explained in the note on

Brefney.

A. D. 1285.

1. LotKjhO'GaraaxiiSliabhGamh. Lough O'Gara is a large

Dunmore (in the comity of Galway), was burned
by Fiachra O'Flynn.

A.D. 1285.

Simon O'Rourke, bishop of Brefney (Kilmore)j

died.

Roderick O'Gara, lord of Sliabh Lugha, was
slain by Bermingham, at Lough O'Gara.'

Maurice Maol (tlie Bald) Fitzgerald, died.

Henry Mac Gillfinnen (a chief in Fermanagh),

died.

Manus O'Conor defeated Adam Cusack and

the English of the west of Connaught, in a battle

at Ballysadare, in which many were slain, and

Coilin Cusack, brother of Adam, was taken pri-

soner.

Philip Mac Costello defeated the people of

Manus O'Conor on Sliabh Gamh ; and many of

Manus's people were slain.

A.D. 1286.

The earl of Ulster marched with a great force

into Connaught, and plundered many monasteries

and chui-ches throughout that country. He re-

duced to submission every place through which

he passed, took hostages from all Connaught, and

brought the Conacians with him into Tirconnell

and Tyrone, where he also took hostages ; he de-

posed Donal, son of Bryan O'Neill, and appointed

Niall Culanach (O'Neill), to the lordship.

Philip Mac Costello (in the county of Mayo),

died.

A.D. 1287.

Florent O'Gibellain, archdeacon of Elphin, an

eminent philosopher, died.

Giolla-na-noge O'Monaghan, lord of the three

Tuatha (in Roscommon), died.

Dermod Midheach, son of Dermod, son of Ma-

lake in the barony of Coolavin, county of Sligo, on the borders of

the barony of Costello, county of IMayo. It lay in the ancient

district of Sliabh Lugba, partly in the county of Mayo and partly

in that of Sligo, of which O'Gara was lord. Sliabh Gamh is a

chain of high mountains which separate the barony of Tireragh

from that of Lieney, in the county of Sligo. It has been for a

considerable time erroneously called by the people of that county

Slieve JJnrnh. and translated Ox Mountains, the name by wliich

it is now marked on the maps.
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nus, son of Cathal Mac Dermott, lord of Siol

Maolruain (in Roscommon and Galway), the best,

the oldest, and the most noble of his race, died.

Malachy, son of Tomaltach Mac Oirajrhty, was

slain by Torlogh, son of Owen O'Conor, in revenge

for his father, who had been killed by the afore-

mentioned Tomaltach.

Adam Cusack ; Bean IMumhan, daughter of

O'Kane ; and Donal O'llanley, chief of Kinel

Dobhtha (in Roscommon), died.

A.D. 1288.

Stephen (de Fulburn), archbishop of Tuam,

died.

Michael Mac Antsaoir (or Macintire), bishop of

Clogher, died.

Manns,sonof ConorRoe O'Conor, with all whom
he could procure to join him of the Conacians, of

the Ily Briune, and of the Conmacnians (people

of C'avan and Leitrim), marched to Athslisen (in

Roscommon), where his brother, the king of Con-

naught, was then with his forces. A battle ensued

between them, in which Cathal's (the king's) forces

were defeated, and he himself taken prisoner;

Manus took by force the sovereignty of Con-

naught, and deposed his brother. Torlogh, son of

Owen O'Conor, stormed the house of Manus, at

Rossmore, where Manus and Niall (iealbuidhe

O'Conor were wounded; and Rannall Mac Rannall,

chief of Muintir Eoluis (in Leitrim), was slain

by the cast of a javelin. Manus O'Conor, after

his wound was healed, led his forces into Siol

Murray, where he gained power and took hostages.

The Red Earl,' Richard, son of Walter, earl of

Ulster, son of William the Conqueror, having

A.D, 1288.

1. The Red Em-l here mentioned. WHS Richard de Burgo, earl

of Ulster, and lord of Connauslit, son of Walter the former earl

of Ulster. His ancestor, William de Burgo is here called William

the Conqueror, from his l)eiiig the tirst of that family who had

conquered a part of Connaught. Richard was called the Red Earl

from the colour of his liair, and was celehrated for his military

exploits ; he was commander in chief of the Anglo-Irish forces

under Henry III. and Edward I., iu their wars in Ireland, Scot-

land, Wales and Gascoigne. In Ills ilay he was the must power-

ful nobleman in Ireland, and erected many castles, and founded

several monasteries. A short time hefore his death he retired to

the monastery of Athassel in Tipperary, which was founded by

his ancestors, where he died, A.D. 132G. See Lodge's Peerage by

Archdall, on the House of Clanricarde.

marched with his forces, to attack the people of

Connaught, arrived at Roscommon, where there

were then assembled, Manus, son of Conor Roe,

king of Connaught, with Fitzgerald and the king's

forces, who collected there to support him ; and,

having intimidated the earl from proceeding fur-

ther, he came to the resolution of leaving the

country, and dispersed his forces.

A.D. 1289.

Miles, bishop of Conmaicne,' that is, the Eng-

lish bishop ; and Simon O'Feenaghty, archdea-

con of Elphin, died.

Matthew O'Sgingin,^ chief historiographer of

Ireland, died.

Teige O'Flanagan, chief of Clan Cathail (in

Roscommon), died.

Richard Tnite, with the English of Meath, and

Manus O'Conor, king of Connaught, marched

with a force to attack O'Melaghlin, who collected

his forces to resist them, and marched to Cross

Sliidjh^ in their vicinity. A battle ensued, in

which Richard Tuite, the great baron, together

with his kinsmen, and Siecus O'Kelly, were

slain.

Fiachra O'Flynn, chief of Siol Maoilruain (in

Roscommon), one of the chiefs of Connaught, and

celebrated for his hospitality and generosity, hav-

ing; cone to make a marriage alliance with the

English, was treacherously slain by Mac Rickard

Fionn Bin-ke, Mac William, and Bermingham.

Benningham and the English of the Lieneys,''

marched with a great force against Calvach

O'Conor ; and a battle ensued, in which the Eng-

lish were defeated ; Myler Dexeter, with many

A.D. 1289.

1. Miles, bishop of Co7imnicne, here mentioned ai the English

bishop, was Miles de Dunstable, bishop of Ardagh.
2. Matthew O'Sgingin. The O'Sgingins were in early times

historiographers to the O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnell, an

otiice afterwards held by the O'CIerys, who had intermarried with

the O'Sgingins. See note on Tirconnell.

3. Cross Slinbh or Cross Mountain, where this battle was
fought, was probably the place now called Crosswood, near Ath-
lone, in the parish of St. Mary's, barony of Brawney, county of

Westmeath ; or perhaps it niisht have lieen the place called Cross,

in the parish of Rathaspic, barony of Moygoish, in Westmeatii.

O'Melaghlin here mentioned was styled king of Meath.
4. Lieneys. This term was applied to the barony of Lieney in

the county of Sligo, and some adjoining parts of the barony of

Costello in the county of Mayo j hence the diocese of Achonry,
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others of the EngHsh, being slain, and a great

number of horses and much booty being taken

from them.

A.D. 1290,

O'Sedachain, bishop of Kilmacduaoh, died.

Carbry O'Melaghlin, king of Meath, the most

vaUant young warrior in Ireland in his time, was

slain by Mac Coghlan (of the King's County.)

Donal, son of Brj'an O'Neill, marched with a

force into Tyrone, from whence he forcibly ex-

pelled Niall Culanach O'Neill ; and lie himself

assumed the lordship of Tyrone by strong hand.

Hugh, son of Donal Oge O'Donnell, was de-

posed by his brother, Torlogh O'Donnell, through

the influence of his mother's family, namely, the

Clan Donnell (Mac Donnells), and several other

Galloglaochs (Scots) ; and he took the lordship

by force.

A.D. 1291.

Edru Magrath, abbot of the monastery of the

Trinity, on Lough Key (in Roscommon), died.

Torlogh, son of Owen O'Conor, the most cele-

brated man in Ireland for hospitality, generosity

and valour, in his time, was slain by Niall Geal-

buidhe O'Conor.

Conor Conallach O'Dowd, lord of Hy Fiachra,

was drowned in the Shannon.

Congalach Mac Geoghegan, chief of Kinel

Fiachach, (in Westmeath), died.

Rickard Burke, earl of Ulster, called the Red

Earl, marched ^\ ith an army into Tyi'one, where

he deposed Donal, son of Bryan O'Neill, and ap-

pointed in his place Niall Culanach O'Neill, but

after the earl had left the country, Niall Culanach

was slain by Donal O'Neill. This atfair did not

turn out fortunate for Donal, for Bryan, son of

Hugh Buidhe O'Neill, was, through the influence

of the earl, appointed to the lordship by Mac
Martin and Mac John, who expelled him (Donal)

from TjTone.

anciently called the diocese of Lieney, comprises part of the county

of Mayo. The Lieneys are designated by the people of that

country Lieney O'Hara, and Lieney Costello.

The earl marched with a force into Tirconnell

against Torlogh, son of Donal Oge (O'Donnell),

and he plundered the country, both clergy and

people, after which he proceeded to Elphin in

Connaught ; and the Conacians gave him hos-

tages.

An instuTection was raised by Cathal O'Conor,

Niall Gealbuidhe, and their allies among Enghsh
and Irish, to depose Manus (O'Conor) ; and a

battle was fought between them at Cul Maile,' in

which Cathal was wounded, and Murrogh, son of

Teige (O'Conor), with many others that are not

recorded, were slain ; but Manus, however, was

defeated and forced to surrender, having lost many
of his cavalry. The people of Cathal O'Conor

and Niall Gealbuidhe, after Cathal had been

wounded, committed great depredations in Car-

bury (county of Sligo), but the Siol Murray, his

own supporters, and the English of Roscommon,

came to the assistance of Manus on the following

day ; and they went to meet those who had taken

the plunder, and came up to them on the marshy

plain, where they were collected, and took the

booty from them. Nia'l made his escape by

means of his activity and valour. On this occa-

sion Thomas jNIac Costello was slain, and his

brother, David Mac Costello, taken prisonei-, and

put to death in prison. Many others, both of the

Enslish and Irish, were either routed or slain.

Niall after this returned to his own country on

obtaining terms of peace, and his own lands were

restored to him, but great complaints and dis-

sensions aflerwards arose between them (the

O'Conors), and Niall was compelled to leave the

country.

Bryan O'Flynn, lord of Hy Tuirtre (in Antrim),

died.

Manus O'Conor committed a great depredation

on Niall Gealbuidhe (O'Conor).

Hugh O'Fallon (in Roscommon), was slain.

A.D. 1292.

Aindilis O'Dogherty, chief of Ard Miodhair

A.D. 1291.

1. Cul Maile, mentioned as Coolmoney in the Down Survey,

now called CoUooney, a post town in the county of Sligo.
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(in Donegal) a man of general hospitality ; and
Donogh, son of Owen O'Conor (in Roscommon),
died.

Sorley O'Gormley was slain by O'Neill.

Niall Gealbuidhe O'Conor was slain by Teige,

son of Andrew O'Conor, and Tuathal, son of

Murtogh.

Mac Coghlan, lord of Delvin More (in King's

County or AVestmcath), was slain by Sifin Mac
Feorais (Bermingham), at the instigation of the

earl (of Ulster).

Congalach O'Kelly, lord of Bregia (in Meath),

died.

The Red Earl marched with a force against

Manus O'Conor to Roscommon, but departed

thence without taking hostages or gaining any ad-

vantage ; Manus, however, followed him to Mee-
lick and paid him his tribute.

A.D. 1293.

Florence O'Carolan, bishop of Derry, died.

A.D. 1203.

1. Saints Piiti-ic}i, CulunJilUe, find Bridget. The accounts
of tliis matter quoted liy Laniijaii from Ware, Usher, Colf;aii, and
otliers, difl'er from that of tlie Four Masters. St Patrick died
at Sabhal, or Saul, near Donupatriok, and was buried in the
churcli he himself had founded at Downpatrick. Joeelin, the
monk, in his Life of St. Patrick, says, that his body was buried
in a very deep R-rave under a stone live cubits deep in the earth, to
prevent its removal, for it appears that a preat contest arose be-
tween the peoi)le of Uliclia, ot Down, and those of OrfjiaU, the
latter wishing to have his remains buried at Arrnaich ; this eon-
test was, however, amicably arransjed, and the saint's remains
were buried at Downpatrick. According to Colgan and Usher,
pfrt'of St. Patrick's remains or relicks were, after some time, re-
moved to the catliedra! of Armagh, which removal might he tlie

circumstance here mentioned by the Four Masters, as occurring
under Nicholas Mac Maolisa, archbishop of Armagh. St. Bridget
was buried in the monastery of Kildare, hut during the wars of
the Danes in the ninth century, Kildare having been plundered,
Ceallach, the abbot or bishop of Kildare, about A. D. 850, caused
the rich shrine containing the remains of St. Bridget to be removed
for safety to Downpatrick, and Ijuried there near the remains of
St. Patrick. St. Cohnnkille was buried in the abbey founded
by him on the island of lona in the Hebrides, but his remains
were also removed to Down in the ninth century, to preserve them
from the ravages of the Danes, who had plundered lona. Ac-
cording to the Annals of Ulster, Dermod, abbot of lona, came to
Ireland A. D. 851 with the rich shrine containinir the remains or
relics of Columkille, which were buried in Downpatrick, along
with those of St. Patrick and St. Bridget. The Four Masters say
that this removal of his relics took place A. D. 875 ; though",
according to Lanigan, it occurred A. D. 878 (see Lanigan, v^ 3,

pp. 274, 326). Thus it appears, that the remains of the three
tutelar saints of Ireland were buried in Downpatrick, as univer-
sally believed both from history and tradition. In the twelfth
century, as stated by Colgan, Usher, and other authorities, and
quoted by Lanigan (vol. 4, p. 274, &c.) the place where the re-
mains of the three saints lay in the church of Down was revealed
in a vision to Malachy, bishop of Down, in the year 1185, who

Nicholas Mac Maolisa, coarb of St. Patrick

(arclibishop of Armagh), having had a revelation

that the relicks of SS. Patrick, Columkille, and

Bridget were deposited in Saul, he had them
raised, and great miracles and wonders were after-

wards wTought by them, and having been solemnly

covered, they were finally deposited in a shrine.'

Mm-togh O'Melaghlin, king of Meath, died.

Manus O'Conor, king of Connauaht, a valiant

wanior, the most dreaded and the most illustrious

of the Irish for bravery and hospittility in his time,

died, after three months' illness, and Hugh, son of

Owen (O'Conor), was appointed to succeed him

as king, through the influence of the lord justice;'^

and on the tenth day after his appointment he

was taken prisoner by Fitzgerald, and fifty of his

men were slain, and others of them plundered.

Cathal O'Conor was slain by Roderick, son of

Donogh Riavach (O'Conor).

Cathal Roe O'Conor assumed the sovereignty

of Connaught after Hugh, son of Owen, had been

taken prisoner, but in three months afterwards he

caused the floor to be dug up and the remains of the bodies put
into three distinct coffins. Malachy having comnuniicated wliat

had occurred to John de Courcy, then the English chief governor

of Ulster, who resided at Downpatrick, they determined on send-

ing messengers on the subject to Pope Urban III ; and Cardinal

Vivian, the pope's legate, coming to Ireland soon afterwards,

went to Downpatrick, and in his presence, and that of Thomas
O'Conor, archbishop of Armagh, iifteen other bishops, and a

numerous attendance of abbots and other clergy, the remains of

tliB three saints were solemnly tninstntedf and placed in one mo-
nument in the cathedral of Downpatrick in the year 118(1, on the

0th of June, the festival of St. Columkille. According to

Cambrensis the following inscription was engraved on the mo-
nument :

—

" Hi tres in Duno tumulo tumulantur in uno,

Patricius, Brigida atcjue Columha pius."

Thus translated by the old chroniclers :

—

" In Down three saints one tomb do fill,

Patrick, Bridget and Columkille."

The cathedral of Downpatrick was for many centuries decorated

with beautiful marble statues of the three saints, but in the reign

of Henry VIII. A. D. 1538, the lord deputy, Leonard Urey, hav-
ing invaded Ulster, plundered and burned the town and cathedral

of Downpatrick ; and he and his barbarian soldiers broke and de-

faced the statues of SS. Patrick, Bridget, and Columkille.

Representations of the statues of tlie three saints from Messing-
ham's Florileg'ium are given in a plate prefixed to the life of St.

Patrick by Joeelin, a Cistercian monk of Furness-al.bey, in Lan-
cashire, written m the twelfth century, translated from tlie ori-

ginal Latin by Edmund Swift, and published in Dublin at the
Hihernia press in the year 1800.

2. The Lord Justice and Fitzgerald. William de Vessey was
then lord justice of Ireland. The de Vesseys caine from Nor-
mandy to England with William the Conqueror, and had large

grants of lands in Yorkshire, with the title of barons of Knapton.
M'illiam de Vessey, baron of Knapton, was appointed lord justice

of Ireland by King Edward I., obtained large grants of lands in
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was slain by Roderick, son of Donogh Riavach

O'Conor. Hugh, son of Owen, being after this

set at hberty, resumed the government of Con-

naught, through the influence of the lord justice

and of the people of the king (of England).

Kildare, and was styled lord of Kildare ; but, during his adminis-

tration, he liad frequent disputes with John Fitzthomas Fitzgerald,

baron of Otfaley, wlio cliarged him with treason. Both parties

repaired to England to lay their complaints before the king, and
having challenged each otiier to battle in single combat, a day was
appointed, and great preparations were made, but in the mean time

de Vessey tied to France, and his estates in Kildare, liecoming

forfeited to the crown, were conferred by the king on Fitzgerald,

who was afterwards created the first earl of Kildare. This Fitz-

gerald, earl of Kildare, so often mentioned in the Annals at this

period, was a celebrated warrior, and had frequent contests with

Richard de Burgo, earl of Ulster ; these two noblemen, then the

most powerful in Ireland, contending for mastery. On the inva-

sion of Ireland by Edward Bruce, in 1315, the earl of Kildare

commanded the Anglo-Irish forces in several engagements, in

some of which he defeated Bruce. The earl died A. D. 1316, and
was buried in the Franciscan Friary of Kildare. See Lodge's

Peerage on earls of Kildare, and barons of Knapton ; and Willis's

Lives of Illustrious Irishmen.

I. North Connniiyht. The terms TuaUceart Conacht, or

North Connaught, and Deisceart Conacht, or South Connaught,

frequently occur in these Annals. In this article on North Con-
naught will be given the history and topography, with the chiefs

and clans of the ajicient territories comprised in the present coun-

ties of Sligo and Mayo. In the succeeding number will be given

a full account of tlie ancient territories comprised in the present

counties of Galway and Roscommon. An account of the county

of Leitrim has been given in the note on Brefney. A portiou of

Connaught was also called lar Conacht, or West Connaught,

which comprised Connamara in the county of Galway. The an-

cient kingdom of Connaught comprised the present counties of

Galway, Mayo, Sligo, Roscommon, and Leitrim, together with

Clare, now in Munster, and Cavan, now a part of Ulster, as ex-

plained in the note on Hrefney. The territory w'hich forms the

present county of Clare, as stated m Charles O'Conor's Disserta-

tions on the History of Ireland (p. 289), was taken from Con-
naught in tlie latter end of the third century by CormacCas, son of

Oilioll Olum, king of Munster, or by Lughaigh Mean, king pf Mun-
ster, in the tliird century, another descendant of Oilioll Olimi, and

added to part of Limerick under the name of Tiiadh-Mumlia'm,
or North Munster, a word anglicised to Thomond (see O'Brien's

Dictionary at the word Tuadh). Tlie O'Briens of the Dalcassian

race became kings of Thomond. Conacht, according to Keating,

O'Flaherty, and others, derived its name either from Con, one of

the chief druids of the Tuatli de Danans, or from Conn-Cead-
Cathach, that is Con of the hundred battles, monarch of Ireland

in the second century, whose posterity possessed the country
j

the word iacht, or iocht, signifying children or a posterity, and
hence Conlocht means the territory possessed by the posterity of

Con. The more ancient name of Connaught, according to O'Fla-

herty and Charles O'Connor, was Olnegniacht, and was so called

from Olnegmacht, an ancient queen of the Firbolgs ; and hence

the inhabitants were called Fir Olnegmacht. Sligo derived its

name from the river Sligeach, which was probably derived from

slig, a shell ; and the word may signify abounding in shells, a

prohable inference, as the tide in its course up the river carries

with it many sea shells. Mayo, in Irish Magh-Eo, or Muigh-Eo
in the genitive, is supposed to take its name from magh, a plain,

and eo, a yew tree, tmd therefore may signify the plain of the yew
trees.

The territory of North Coimaught is connected with some of the

earliest events in Irish history, as mentioned in all our ancient

annalists. In the time of Partholan, who planted the first colony

in Ireland, the lakes called Loughs Con, and Mease or Mask, in Mayo,

Fergal O'Reilly, lord of Muintir Maoilmordha
(county of Cavan), died.

More, daughter of Felim O'Conor, died.

Murtogh O'Flanagan, chief of Clan Cathail (in

Roscommon), died.

and Lough Teithed, or Techet, now Lough Gara in Sligo, on the bor-
ders of Roscommon, suddenly burst forth, as stated in Ogygia,
and in the Book of Leacan, folio 273. The lakes of North Con-
naught are numerous, and many of them large and very beautiful,
as Loughs Mask, Con, and others in Mayo ; Lough Gara, Louuh
Arrow, Lough Gill, and others in Sligo. There are many mag-
nificent mountains in it, some of them ranging between two and
three thousand feet above the level of the sea, as those of Croagh
Patrick, Muilrea, Partry, Furnamore, Nephin, Bengorm, Ben-
goriff, and others in Mayo ; and those of Slieve Gamh, corruptly
changed to Slieve Damh, and anglicised the Ox Mountains ; the
King's Mountain, Truskmore, Bengulban or Benl)ulban, Knock-
narea, and Keis Corran, in Sligo ; together with the Curlew
Mountains on the borders of Sligo and Roscommon. In some of
the mountains of Mayo are still found herds of red deer, which
in former times inhabited the ancient forests in vast numbers.
The coasts of Mayo and Sligo along the Atlantic abound in wild
and sublime scenery, such as towering ocean cliffs, and immense
rocky caverns, and contain Achill, and other interesting islands,
and many fine bays,mlets and harbours, as those of Killery, Clew,
Blacksod, Broadhaven, Killala, and Sligo.

On the arrival of the colony of Firbolgs, or Belgians, in Ire-
land, a division of them landed on the north-western coast of
Connaught, in one of the bays now called Blacsod, or the Broad
Haven. These Firljolgs were named Fir-Domhnan, which has
been anglicised to Firdomnians, and sometimes Damnonians. The
place where they landed was called Inbhear-Domhnan, or the
Bay of the Damnonians, and the adjoining country larras, or

Irras-Domhnan, a name probably derived from lar, the west,
and ros, a promontory or peninsula, and which, therefore, may
signify the western promontory or peninsula of the Damnonians,
a term exactly corresponding with the topograjdiical features of
the country ; and the name has been retained in that of the barony
of Erris, in Mayo, to the present day.
When the colony called Tuatha-De-Danan first invaded Ireland

they landed in Ulster, and proceeded thence to Sliabh-an-iarain

(the iron mountain) in Brefney, and forward into the territory of
Connaught. The Firbolgs having collected their forces to oppose
their progress, a desperate battle was fought between them
at a place called Magh Tuireadh, or the Plain of the Tower, in

which the Firbolgs were totally defeated, ten thousand of them
being slain, together with Eochaidh, son of Eire their king, who
was buried on the sea shore, a cam of large stones being erected

over him as a sepulchral monument, which remains to this day.

This place is on the strand near Ballysadare, in the county of

Sligo, and was called Traigh-an-Chairn, or the Strand of the

Cam, from the earn erected there to the Firbolg king ; and in

later times it obtained the name of Tralgh EotUuile-an t-Saoir,

that is, the Strand of Eothuile the carpenter. This was called

the battle of South Moyturey, and took place on the borders of

Lough Mask, between Ballinrobe and Cong, in the county of

Mayo. In thirty years afterwards the Fomorians, aided by the

Firbolgs, fought another great battle with the Danans for the

recovery of the kingdom, but were defeated. This was called the

battle of North Moyturey, or Moyturey of the Fomorians, and
took place near Lough Arrow, in Tirerrill, in Sligo, on the borders

of Roscommon, about fifty miles distant from the place of the

first battle. The townland of Moterra, in the parish of Kilmac-

tranny, in the barony of Tirerril, points out the place where this

battle was fought. An account of the Fomorians has been given

in the notes on Dalriada and Tirconnell. After the battle of North
Moyturey the Danans became possessors of Ireland, which they

ruled for nearly two centuries, until the arrival of the Milesian

colony from Spain, who conquered them, and became masters of
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Tuathal, son of Murtogh O'Conor, was slain

by the O'Haras.

The castle of Sligo was given to John Fitz-

thomas (one of the Fitzgeralds), who soon after-

wards went to England.

Ireland. The Firbolgs, who were defeated and dispossessed by

the Danans, having assisted the Milesians in the conquest of the

Danans, were in consequence restored by the Milesians to a great

part of their former possessions, particularly in Connaught, in

which province they were ruled by their own kings of the Firholg

race for more than a thousand years, and down to the third cen-

tury, when the Milesian kings of the race of Heremon became

chief rulers of Connaught. The Firbolgs appear to have been

an athletic race, and those of Irros Domhnan, in Mayo, in the

early ages, about the commencement of the Christian era, are

described in O'Flaherty's Ogygia, under the name of Gamanradi-

ans, as celebrated champions and wrestlers. The Clanna Morna

of Connaught, under their chief, GoU, son of Morna, are also

celebrated in the Ossianic poems and ancient annals, as famous

warriors in the third century. JIany of the Firbolg or Firdoranian

race are still to he found in Connaught, but blended by blood

and intermarriages with the Milesians.

The ancient city called Nagnata by the Greek geographer,

Ptolemy, in the second century, in his map of Ireland, is supposed

to have been situated near Sligo ; but, according to others, near

Galway.
Cormac, the celebrated monarch of Ireland, in the third century,

as stated in O'Flaherty's Ogygia, and the book of Ballymote, was

born in Corran, at the place called Ath-Cormaic, or the Ford of

Cormac, near Keis Corran, in Sligo, and hence was called Cormac

of Corran.

The territory of North Connaught is connected in a remarkable

manner with the mission of St. Patrick in Ireland. Colli Fochladh,

or the Forest of Fochuth, in Tir Amhalgaidh, now Tyrawley,

in the county of Mayo, is mentioned in the various Lives of St.

Patrick as the scene of his vision respecting the conversion of

Ireland, and a place which he afterwards visited in the course of

his mission, and where he converted to Christianity Enda Crom,

king of the territory, with his seven sons, and baptized twelve

thousand persons in the water of a well called Tobar Enadliarc.

The place where St. Patrick held the assembly was called Foracli

Mac Amalgaidh, and is now known as MuUagh Farry, near

Killala. Tlie wood of Fochluth was situated between Ballina and

Killala ; and the village of Foghill, near Killala, is supposed to

retam the ancient name. Croagh Patrick mountain, m Mayo,

was long celebrated for the miracles the saint performed there,

and has continued a famous place of pilgrimage to this day.

In the sixth century, A. D. 555, or, according to others, A. D.

561, was fought in the territory of Carhury, near Sligo, the great

battle of Cula Vreimhne, between the forces of Meath and Lein-

ster, under Diarmaid, monarch of Ireland, and the people of Tir

Eogain and Tir Conaill, commanded by the princes Fergus and

Domhnall, sons of Murtogh Mac Earca, former monarch of Ire-

land, and aided by Aodh or Hugh, king of Connaught, with his

forces ; in which battle the army of the monarch Diarmaid was

totally defeated, three thousand of his men being slain, and he

himself having hardly saved his life by flight.

Hy Fifichra or Hy Fiachrach was a name applied to the

territories possessed by the race of Fiachra, one of the sons of

Eochaidh Muighmeadhoin, monarch of Ireland in the fourth

century, of the race of Heremon. Tlie following accounts of the

race of Hy Fiachra have been collected from the Books of Leacan

and Ballymote, O'Flaherty's Ogygia, and other authorities. Fiachra

was for some time King of Connaught, and was a celebrated

warrior, and commander-in-chief of the Irish forces under his

brother Niall of the Hostages, Monarch of Ireland ; and according

to the Book of Ballymote, folio 145, on his return home victorious

from a great battle which he had fought with the men of Munster,

A. D. 40'2, he died of his wounds at a place called Hy Mac-Uais

A.D. 1294.

Great depredations were committed by Hugh,

son of Owen (O'Conor), on the sons of Murtogh.

Murtogh, son of Manus O'Conor, the most

in Meath, where he was buried with great honours, and where a

monument was erected to his memory with an inscription in

Ogham characters, on which occasion fifty prisoners taken in the

battle were, according to the Pagan customs, sacrificed around

his tomb. The place called Hy Mac-Uais is now the barony of

Moygoish in Westmeath. Datki, son of Fiachra, was king of

Connaught, and afterwards Slonarch of Ireland ; he was one of

the most celebrated of the Irish monarchs, and carried his victo-

rious arms to Gaul, where he was killed by lightning at the foot of

the Alps, A.D. 429. His body was brought to Ireland and buried

in Relig-na-Riogh, the ancient cemetery of the Irish kings at

Cruachan, near Elpliin. Dathi was the last Pagan monarch of

Ireland. Oilioll Molt, son of Dathi, was also king of Connaught

and monarch of Ireland in the fifth century. Amhalgaidh, ano-

ther son of Fiachra, was also king of Connaught, and from him

the territory of Tir Amhalgaidh or Tirawley in Mayo obtained its

name. Dathi the Monarch had a son called Fiachra Ealgach,

whose posterity gave name to the territory of Hy Fiachrach

Muaidhe or Hy Fiaclira of the Moy, also called Tir Fiachrach,

and afteiTvards Tireragh barony, in the county of Sligo. This Fiachra

had a son called Amhalgaidh, who raised a cam of great stones

called Carn Amhalgaidh, where it appears great assemblies of the

people were held and wliere Amhalgaidh himself was buried. It

is supposed that this earn w-as on the hill of MuUaghcam, near the

town of Killala. On this hill are some remauis of an earthen

rampart or fort, with some very large stones arranged in a cir-

cular form, apparently the remains of a Druidieal monument,

which the writer saw a few years ago. At Carn Amhalgaidh the

chiefs of the O'Dowds were inaugurated as princes of Hy Fiachra,

though according to some accounts the O'Dowds were sometimes

inaugurated on the hill of Ardnarea near Ballina. Bryan, khig of

Connaught, ancestor of the Hy Briuin race, and Niall of the

Hostages, Monarch of Ireland, ancestor of the Hy Nialls, of

whom accounts have been given in the notes on Meath and

Brefney, were brothers of Fiachra, son of Eochaidh Muighmeadh-

ain, monarch of Ireland ; and hence these three brothers were

the progenitors of the kings and head chiefs of Meath, Ulster and

Connaught. 'llie territories possessed by the race of Fiachra also

obtained the name of Hy Fiachra, and comprised the present

counties of Sligo and Mayo with a great portion of Galway. The

territory of Hy Fiachra in Cialway, or southern Hy Fiachra, was
called Hy Fiachra Aidhne from Eogan Aidhne, son of Eochaidh

Breac, son of Dathi, monarch of Ireland. The posterity of

Eogan Aidhne, the chief of whom were the O'lleynes, O'Clerys,

and O'Shaughnesseys, possessed this territory, which was co-ex-

tensive with the diocese of Kilmacduagh ; and an account of its

chiefs and clans will be found in the note on South Connaught.

The chiefs of North Hy Fiachra in Sligo and Mayo were the

O'Dowds, &c. According to O'Dugan and Mac Firbis, fourteen

of the race of Hy Fiachra were kings of Connaught, some of

whom had their residence at Aidhne, in Galway ; others at Ceara,

now the barony of Carra, in Mayo ; and some on the plain of

Muaidhe or the Moy, in Sligo.

The Clans of Hy Fiachra are thus designated by O'Dugan ;

—

" Binn sluagh na m-borb cliathach."

" The music-loving hosts of fierce engagements."

O'Duhhda, a name sometimes anglicised O'Dowda, but more
frequently O'Dowd, and by some O'Dowde, by others O'Dooda

and O'Doody, was the head chief of North Hy Fiachra, whose

territory comprised nearly the whole of the present county of

Sligo, with the greater part of Mayo. The name Dubhda ap-

pears to be derived from Dubh, dark or black, and datk, a
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eligible heir to the province (of Connaught) of his

family, was slain by Teige (O'Conor), and Donal,

son of Teige.

Malachy O'Flanagan, chief of Clan Cathail, was

colour, which, by the elision of the two last letters, which have no
sound, makes IJubhda^ and miiiht signify a dark-haired chief.

Taithleach was a favourite name amongst the chiefs of the

O'Dowds, and may be derived from Tath a ruler, and laech or

htoch a warrior ; hence it may signify the ruling warrior. Tlie

O'Dowds are descended from Fiachra Ealgach, son of Dathi,

monarch of Ireland above mentioned, and took their name from
Uiil)hda, one of their ancient chiefs. Several celebrated chiefs of

the O'Dowds are mentioned in the Annals of the Four Masters,

in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth centuries. At A.D. 'M\,

Aodh O'Dubhda or Hugh O'Dowd, who is styled lord of North
Connaught, died. By a typographical error in O'Connor's Rer.

Ilib. Scrip, the name is translated O'Duify instead of O'Dowd.
In the Annals at A. D. 1097, is recorded the death of Murchartach
O'Dowd, lord of Hy Amhalgaidh. JIany valiant chiefs of the

O'Dowds are mentioned in these Annals down to the seventeenth

century; and they had large possessions in the county ofSli^'o

until tlie Cromwellian wars, when their estates were confiscutcd.

The O'Dowds were inaugurated as princes of 11 y Fiachra or

North Connaught at C'arn Amhalgaidh, near Killala, as above
stated. They appear from history to have been a valiant race ;

and many of them even down to modern times were remarkable
for their great strength and stature: indeed, it may lie observed
that most of the clans of Sligo and Mayo furnished many men of

great size and strength.

The following chiefs and clans of Hy Fiachra, and the territo-

ries they possessed in the twelfth century in the ju'esent counties

of Sligo and Mayo, have been collected from O'Dugan and other
authorities : I. O'Maolcluiche, or O'Mulclohy, chief of Cairbre,

now the barony of Carbury, county of Sligo. (^arbury derived its

name from Cairbre, one of the sons of King Niall of the Hostages.
This name has been anglicised to Stone, and there are still many
of the family in Carbury. II. Mac Diarmada or Mac Dermott,
chief of Tir Oiliolla, now the barony of Tirerrill, in Sligo, which
derived its name from Oilioll, one of the sons of Eochaidh Muigh-
meodhain, monarch of Ireland. The Mac Dermotts were also

princes of Moylurg, a large territory in the county of Roscommon,
of which an account will be found in the note on south Connaught.
They afterwards became chiefs of Coolavin, as successors to the

O'Garas, lords of Coolavin, and have to the present day estates

in Coolavui, and retain the title of princes of Coolavin, being the

only family of the Milesian clans who have preserved their an-
cient titles to the present time. III. Mac Uonchaidh, that is,

Mac Donogh, a branch of the Mac Dermotts, afterwards

chiefs of Tirerrill and of Coran, now the barony of Corran in

Sligo. Several chiefs of the Mac Donaghs are mentioned in the

course of the Annals ; and they were great patrons of learned

men, as mentioned in the subsequent part of this article, in the

account of the Book of Ballymote. O'Donchathaigh is given as

a chief by O'Dugan in Corran, and is also mentioned in the poem
of Giolla Io.sa More Mae Firbis, in which he is styled O'Dun-
chadha of the " learned men," and it is stated that his territory

extended as far as the beauteous stream of the salmons, by
which was meant the river of Ballysadare. This name has

been anglicised O'Donagh or O'Donaghy. IV. O'Dobhalen
or O'Devlin, is given as another chief in Corran ; and some
chiefs of the name are mentioned in the course of the Annals.

V. O'Headhra or O'Hara, chief of Luighne, now the barony of

Lieney in the county of Sligo ; but Lieney anciently comprised

part of the baronies of Costello and Gallen in Mayo. The O'Haras

were descended from Cormac Gaileng, son of Teige, son of Cian,

son of Oilioll Olum, king of Munster in the third century, of the

race of Heber, and therefore of the same stock as the Dalcassians

of Thomond, of whom the O'Briens were kings. From this Cor-

mac Gaileng, who lived in the fourth century, the territory of

Galinga, now the barony of Gallen in Mayo, toolt its name. The

territory of Luighne or Lieney derived its name from Luighne, a

slain by Cathal, son of Teige Mac Dermott, in

the street of Sligo.

Cathal, son of Teige Mac Dermott, lord of

Moylurg, died soon afterwards, and Maolrooney,

brother of Cormac Gaileang. The O'Haras took their name from
Eaghra, lord of Lieney in the tenth century, whose death is men-
tioned in the Annals at A.D. 92G. Many chiefs of the O'Haras
are mentioned in the Annals in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth
centuries, amongst others Donal O'Hara, lord of Lieney, who was
killed A- D. 10'23

; and from the twelfth to the seventeenth cen-
tury they held their rank as lords of Lieney, and had large pos-
sessions to the period of the Cromwellian wars, when a great deal

of their property was confiscated, though they still hold consider-

able estates in the barony of Lieney. In the reigns of Queen
Anne and George I., the O'Haras were created barons of Tyrawley
and Kilmain, in Mayo, and some of them were distinguished ge-
nerals in the British service. The O'Haras are thus designated by
O'Dugan.

" Righ Luighne na m-bladlial

;

Luighne na laoch lann."

" The lords of Lieney of high fame
;

The men of Lieney, of warlike swords."

VI. O'Gadhra or O'Gara, given by O'Dugan as a chief of

Lieney, but in after times lord of Cuil O'bh-finn, now the
barony of Coolavin in the county of Sligo, and sometimes
styled lord of Moy O'Gara, of Coolavin, and also Sliabh Lugha,
which latter district extended into a part of the barony of Cos-
tello in Mayo. The O'Garas derived their descent from Teige, son
of Cian, son of Oilioll Ollum, being exactly of the same stock as

the O'Haras. They took their name from Gadhra, one of their

ancient chiefs. Some chiefs of the O'Garas are mentioned in the

Annals as early as the beginning of the eleventh century, amongst
others, Roderick O'Gara, lord of Luighne, who died A. D. 1056.

Many other distinguished chiefs are mentioned in the course of

the Annals ; it appears that they retained considerable rank and
possessions in the county of Sligo down to the seventeenth cen-

tury ; and one of them, Fergal O'Gara, lord of Moy O'Gara and
Coolavin, is justly celebrated as a great patron of learned men,
particularly of the O'Clerys and other authors of the Annals of the

Four Masters, the beautiful dedication of which work may be seen

prefixed to the First Number of this publication, as addressed to

their patron Fergal O'Gara. VII. O'Ciearnachain and O'Huath-
mharain, given by O'Dugan as chiefs in the territory of Lieney.

VIII. O'Muiredhaigh or O'Murray, chief of Ceara, now the

barony of Carra, in Mayo. The O'.Murrays were of the race of

Hy Fiachra, and were also chiefs of the Lagan, a district in the

northern part of the barony of Tyrawley in Mayo. Several

chiefs of the O'Murrays are mentioned in the course of the

Annals. IX. O'Tigheamaigh or O'Tierney, a chief in Carra.

Several of the O'Tierneys are mentioned as lords of Carra in the

Annals. X. O'Gormog, also given as a chief in Carra. XI. O'Maille

or O'Malley, chief of Umhall, which O'Dugan states was divided

into two territories. The name has been rendered sometimes into

Umalia and Hy Malia. This territory comprised the present

baronies of Murrisk and Burrishoole in the county of Mayo.
The O'Malleys are of the Hy Briuin race, descended from Bryan,

king of Connaught in the fifth century, who was also the |)ro-

genitor of the O'Connors, kings of Connaught, of the O'Rourkes,

O'Reillys, Mac Dermotts and other chiefs, as explained in the

note on Brefney. The O'Malleys were celebrated chiefs, and many
of them are mentioned in the course of these Annals. They are

thus designated by O'Dugan :

" Duine maith riamh ni raibhe,

D'ibh Maille acht na mharuidbe,
Faidhe na sine sibhse,

Dine baidhe is braithirsi."

" A good man yet there never was,

Of the O'Malleys, who was not a mariner,

Of every weather ye are prophets,

A tribe of brotherly affection and of friendship."

o 2
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son of Gillcreest Mac Dermott, succeeded him in

the lordship.

Donogh, Mac Consnamha, chief of Muintir

Kenny (in Leitrim) ; Durkan Mac Tiarnan, lord

or chief of Tullaghonoho (in the county of Cavan)

;

The O'Malleys were valiant chiefs and particularly distinguished

in naval engagements, having a considerable fleet always under

their command. In the reign of Elizaheth, Grace O'JIalley,

daughter of Mac William Burl<e, and wife of the chief O'Malley,

was a celebrated heroine, commanded her fleet in person, and per-

formed many remarkable exploits against the English. Her
memory was long famous among the Irish, and celebrated in their

songs, and even to the present day is held in esteem under the

designation of Graine ni Mhaille or Grauie Wale. The head of

this ancient family is sir Samuel O'Malley, and there are at the

present day many respectable families of the O'Malleys in Mayo.
XII. O'Talcharain, chief of Conmaicne Guile, now the barony of

Kilmain, county of Mayo.
The following chiefs and clans not given in O'Dugan, have been

collected from various other sources : I. O'Caithniadli, chief of

lorrus, now the barony of Erris, in Mayo. Several chiefs of the

O'Caithniadhs are mentioned in the Annals ; the name was an-

glicised to O'Cahenney, but few of the family exist at the present

day. II. O'Ceallachain or O'Callaghan. The O'Callaghans were
chiefs in Erris, but of a different race from the O'Callaghans of

Munster. III. O'Caomhain, a name anglicised to O'Keevan and
O'Cavanaghs, a senior branch of the O'Dowd family, and

chiefs of some districts on the borders of Sligo and Mayo, in

the baronies of Tireragh, Corran, and Costello. IV. O'Gaihh-
theachain or O'Gavagan, and O'Maoilfhiona or O'Mulleency,

chiefs of Calraighe of Moy Heleog, a district in which was com-
prised the present parish of Crossmolina, in the barony of Tyrawley,

in Mayo. V. O'Gairmiallaigh or O'Gormley ; and O'Dorchaidhe,

a name anglicised to Dorchy, aud by others to Darcy. These were
chiefs of Partraighe or Partry, an ancient territory at the Partry

mountains in Mayo. The present parish of Ballyovey, also called

the parish of Partry, shews the situation of this ancient territory.

The O'Dorceys were a distinguished clan, and many families of them
in Mayo and Galway, having anglicised the name to Darcey or

D'Arcy, have been erroneously supposed to be some of the D'Arcys
of Meath, of English descent. VI. O'Laehtnain or O'Loughnan, by
some anglicised to Loftus. The O'Loughnans were chiefs of a ter-

ritory called the Two Bacs, now the parish of Bacs, situated

between Lough Con and the river Moy in Mayo. VII. O'Maol-
foghmair and O'Maolbreimuin, chiefs of Hy Eachach Muaidhe, a
district extending along the western banks of the Moy, between
Ballina and KiUala. 'This name O'Maolbrennuin has been angli-

cised to Mulrennin, and the name O'Maolfoghmair has been by some
rendered into Milford. VIII. Tlie O'Mongans or O'Mangans,
chiefs of Breach Magh, a district in the parish of Kilraore Moy in

Sligo. IX. O'Conniallain or O'Connellan, chief of Bun-ui-Con-
niallan, now Bunnyconnellan, a district in the barony of Gallen,

county of Mayo, and also of Cloonconnellan, in the barony of Kil-

main. This clan are a branch of the southern Hy Nialls, descen-

ded from Laoghaire, monarch of Ireland in the fifth century, and
are of the same family as the O'Coindealbhains or O'Kendellans,

princes of Hy Laoghaire in Meath, but long settled in the counties

of Mayo, Sligo, and Rosconmion. Tliey are mentioned in these

Araials at A.D. 1-295, as a clan in Roscommon; and under the year
1316 in the Annals one of their chiefs, Thomas O'Connellan, is

recorded as having been slain in tlie great battle fought at Athenry.
X. O'Ceirin or O'Keerin, chief of Ciarraighe Loch-na-nairneadh,

an ancient territory in the barony of Costello, county of Mayo,
comprising the parishes of Aghamore, Bekan, and Knock.

There are various other clans, many of them still numerous, in

the counties of Mayo and Sligo, as the O'Bannans, O'Brogans, Mae
Conbains, O'Beans or Whites, O'Beolans, O'Beirnes, O'Flattelleys,

O'Creans, O'Careys, O'Conachtains or O'Conaghtys of Cabrach,
in Tireragh, O'Flannelleys, O'Coolaghans, O'Burns, O'Hughes,

and Dearvail, daughter of Teige, son of Cathal

Mac Dermott, died.

The castle of Shgo was demohshed by Hugh,

son of Owen O'Conor.

Rickard Burke, the Red Earl, was taken pri-

O'Huada or O'Fuada, and O'Tapa, names anglicised to Swift,

O'Loingsys or O'Lynches, O'Maolmoicheirghe, anglicised to Earley,

O'Mulrooneys or Rooneys, O'Morans, O'Muldoons, O'Meehans,
O'Caft'reys, O'Finnegans, O'Morriseys, Mac Geraghtys, O'Spillans.

The O'Uonnells and Mac Sweeneys from Donegal who settled in many
parts of Sligo and Mayo, particularly when the O'Donnells, princes

of Tirconnell, extended their power into Sligo. Many families of the

O'Donnells and Mac Sweeneys in Sligo and Mayo have been very

respectable. Sir Neill O'Donnell has large estates in the county

of Mayo.
The O'Conor Sligo. A branch of the O'Conors of Roscommon,

descendants of the the kings of Connaught, settled in Sligo, and
became very powerful in the sixteenth century. The head of the

family was designated The O'Conor Sligo, and appears to have

extended his power over the greater part of that county. In

the learned work, the Irish Antiquarian Mesearchea, by sir

William Betham, Ulster King of Arms, accounts are found of the

O'Conor Sligo, the O'Donnells, princes of Tircoimell, together

with many other Irish chiefs, and much interesting information on
curious points of Irish history and antiquities.

The Mac Firbijies, called Clan Firbisigh, were a branch de-

scended from the same stock as the O'Dowds, jjrinces of Hy
Fiachra. Their original territory was Magh Broin in Tyrawley

;

tbey afterwards settled in Rosserk, between Ballina and Kil-

lala, and lastly at Leacan in the parish of Kilglass, barony of

Tireragh, east of the river Moy, where they had estates and a cas-

tle, the ruins of which still remain. The Mac Firbiscs held the

office of Ollamlis, that is, of historiographers and poets of Hy
Fiachra, and at one time of all Connaught. From the Annals of

the Four Masters, and other authorities, the following accoimt of

the Mac Firhises has been collected :

—

A. D. 1138. Awlave More Mac Firbis, ollav, or historiographer

of Hy Fiachra, died. O'Reilly's Irish Writers.

A.D. 1279. Giolla losa More Mac Firbis, ollav of Tir Fiachra,

died. Four Masters.

A. D. 1301 . Giolla losa Mac Firbis, chief historian of Tir Fiach-

ra, &c., died. Annals of Clonmacnoise.

A.D. 1370. Donogh Mac Firbis, an eminent historian, died.

Four Masters.

A. D. 1379. Fearbisigh Mac Firbis, a learned historian, died.

A.D. 1418. Giolla losa More Mac Firbis, the famous anti-

quary of Leacan, one of the chief compilers of the book of Leacan,

and iviaol losa Mac Firbis, another learned writer, and poet, died.

O'Reilly's Irhh. Writers.

Dubhaltach, Duald, or Dudley Mac Firbis, of whom accounts

may be found in the Dissertations of the learned Charles O'Conor

of Belenagar, in his preface to Ogygia Vindicated, in O'Flaherty's

Ogygia, and in the works of Ware by Harris, was one of the most

celebrated of the historians of Leacan, and was instructed in the

Brelion laws by the Mac Egans, hereditary Brehons of Ormond.
O'Conor says that " Duald Mac Firbis closed the line of the here-

ditary antiquaries of Leacan, in Tir Fiachra, on the Moy, a family

whose law reports (on Brehonisra) and historical collections have

derived great credit to their country. This last of the Mac Fir-

hises was unfortunately nmrderedat Dimflin in tlie county of Sligo,

and by his death our antiquities received an irreparable blow."

The learned Roderick O'Flaherty, author of Ogygia, was the pupil

of Mac Firbis, of whom he speaks with the highest praise, as the

chief ornament and support of Irish antiquarianism while living,

and an irreparable loss to it when dead. Mac Firbis was killed in

the year 1670, about the eightieth year of his age ; and it is stated

in some accounts that be was buried in the old church of Kilglass.

It is also mentioned in Ware's works by Harris, imder the account

of John de Burgo, archbishop of Tuam in the fifteenth century,
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soner by Fitzgerald, which circumstance occa-

sioned great commotions in Ireland.

Fitzgerald and Mac Feorais (Bermingh.im)

treacherously committed great depredations on the

people of Connaught, and attempted to depose

tliat Duald Mac Firbis was a sliort time liefore his death cm-
ployed by sir James Ware in collectino; and translating Irish MSS.
There are still some of the family of Mac Firbis about Leacan,
some of wliom have chana;ed the name to Forbes.

The Book of Lencan, so called from being composed at Leacan,
was compiled by the Mac Firbises, from the twelfth to the fifteenth

century , and is one of the greatest and most authentic works on
Irish history and antiquities. It is a very voluminous MS.,
written on tine vellum, and comprises the history of Ireland from
the earliest ages to the fifteenth century. The original book of

Leacan is in the Library of the Rnyal Irish Academy, from which
the translator of these Annals, who had the honour of being a])-

pointed to the office of Irish Historiographer to their late Majesties

George IV. and William IV., transcribed a copy, which is now
deposited in the Royal Library at Windsor.

The Book ofB/illi/mote, so called from having been in the pos-

session of the Slac Donoghs at their castle of Ballymote in Sligo,

or, according to others, from having been partly composed at the

monastery of Ballymote, was compiled in the latter end of the four-

teenth century, chiefly by Solamh O'Droma, or Solomon O'Drom,
and Manus O'Duigenan, learned antiquaries and historians. Tomal-
tagh Mac Donogh, lord of Tirerrill and Oorran, in Sligo, was the

patron of these learned men ; and the Book of Ballymote remained
a long time in possession of this family, but was purchased from one
of the Mac Donoghs, in the year 15'2-2, by Hugh Duv, son of Hugh
Koe, sonof ^'iallGarv O'Donnell, of Donegal, the price given for the

Book being one hundred andforty milch cowx. The Book of Bally-
mote is a large folio M.S. on vellum ; it contains the ancient his-

tory of Ireland from the earliest period to tlie end of the fourteenth

century, and is considered a very authentic work and of great

authority. The original is deposited in the library of the Royal
Irish Academy ; and a copy of it, with a full account of its con-
tents, was made by tlie translator of these .\nnals as Irish Historio-

grapher, and is deposited in the Royal Library at Windsor.
Further accounts of the Books of Leacan and Ballynuite and of

their learned authors are to be found in O'Reilly's Irish Writers.

The Annals of the Four Masters, of which a copious account
lias been given in the introduction to the first number of the present

publication, were compiled by the O'Clerys and other learned wri-

ters, under the patronage of Fergal O'Gara, lord of Moy O'Gara
and Coolavin, in the county of Sligo ; and thence it hapiiens that

these three great works on Irish history and antiquities, are inti-

mately connected with Sligo, giving that county a peculiarly

honourable position in respect to ancient Irish literature.

In the twelfth century John de Courcy made some attempts
witli his Anglo Norman forces towards the conquest of Connaught,
but did not succeed to any extent. The de Burgos, or Burkes, in

the reign of king John, obtained grants in various parts of Con-
naught, and carried on fierce contests for a long period with the

O'Connors, kings of Connaught, and various chiefs. They made
considerable conquests in the country, and were styled lords of

Connaught ; but it appears that in the fourteenth century several

chiefs of the Burkes renounced their allegiance to the English go-

vernment, and some of them then took the surname of Mac Wil-
liam, and, adopting the Irish language and dress, identified them-
selves with the ancient Irish in customs and manners. One of

them, namely, Edmund de Burgo, took the name of Mac William
Oughter, or llac William the Upper, who was located in Galway,
and another, Mac William Eighter, or Mac William the Lower,
who was located in Mayo. Some branches of the Burkes took the

surnames of Mac David, Mac Philbin, and Mac Gibbon, from

their respective ancestors. The other families of Anglo-Norman,
or English, descent who settled in Mayo, were the following, viz.

:

The de Angulos, or Nangles, ofwhom an account has been given in

Hugh, son of Owen (O'Conor) ; and they spoiled

the country, but did not, however, establish their

power over it, and only disturbed its peace.

David Mac Gillaraigh (in Sligo), was slain by
the sons of Donal Duv O'Hara.

the note on Meath, and who also settled in Mayo and took the Irish

surname of Mac Costello, and fi'om whom the barony of Costello

derived its name. The de Exeters, who took the name of Mac
Jordans, and were styled lords of Athleathan, in the barony of

Gallon. The Barretts, some of whom took the surnames of Mac
Watten and Mac Andrew ; the Stauntons, in Carra, some of

whom took the name of Mac Aveeley ; the Lawlesses, Cusacks,

Lynots, Prendergasts, and Fitzmaurices, the Berminghams, who
changed their name to Mac Feorais ; the Blakes, Dillons, Bing-

hams, &c. &c. The Mac Philips are placed on the map of Or-

telius in the barony of Costello ; their principal seat is at Cloon-

niore, and they are a branch of the Burkes, who took the name of

Mac Philips.

In Sligo the Anglo-Normans under the Burkes, and the Fitzgeralds,

earls of Kildare, made some settlements, and had frequent contests

with the O'Conors, and with the O'Donnells, prmces of Tirconnell,

who had extended their power over a great part of Sligo.

Mayo, according to some accounts, was formed into a county

as early as the reign of Edward III., but not altogether reduced

to English rule till the reign of Elizabeth. In Speed's Theatre of

Great Britain, published A. D. 1670, Mayo is stated to be " re-

plenished both with pleasure and fertility, abundantly rich in

cattle, deer, hawks, and plenty of honey."

Sligo was formed into a county A. D. 1565, in the reign of

Elizabeth by the lord deputy, sir Henry Sydney.
The following have been the noble families in Mayo and Sligo

since the reign of James I. In Mayo the Burkes, viscounts Clan-

morris and earls of Mayo. The Brownes, barons of Kilmain, ba-

rons of Westport, and barons of Oranmore. The Binghams, ba-

rons of Castlebar ; and the Savilles, barons of Castlebar. The
Dillons, barons of Costello-Gallen, and viscounts Dillon. The
O'Haras, barons of Tyrawley and Kilmain. In Sligo the Taaffes,

barons of Ballymote, and visocunts of Corran. The Cootes, ba-

rons of Collooney. The Scudamores, viscounts of Sligo. And the

Browns, marquesses of Sligo.

Ecclesiastical divisions. At Cong, in Mayo, a monastery was

founded and dedicated to the Blessed Virgin by St. Feichin, a

native of Sligo, a man eminent for his learning and sanctity, in the

seventh century. This abbey, possessed by Augustinian monks,

was a celebrated seat of learning and religion for many centuries,

and became a bishop's see, which was united to the seeofTuam
in the twelfth century. Cong was also the residence of some of

the kings of Connaught ; and Roderick O'Conor, the last Milesian

monarch of Ireland died there A. D. 1198, and was buried at

Clonmacnois.

Mayo. A monastery was founded here in the seventh century

by St. Colman, an Irishman, who had been bishop of Lindisfame,

in Northumberland, but leaving England, returned to his own
country, and founded this monastery, chiefly for the use of English

monks, whom he had brought over with him. A college also was

founded here which was long famous as a seat of learning, and,

being established chiefly for the use of the English, was called

Macjh-Eo-na-Saxon, or Mayo of the Saxons. Alfred, king of

Northumberland in the seventh century, was according to some

accounts educated at Mayo, and by other accounts Alfred the

Great, king of England, in the ninth century, also received his

education there. Mayo likewise became a bishop's see, and in the

sLxteenth century, A. D. 1559, was annexed to the see of Tuam.

The see of Killala or Cill Alaidhe was founded by St. Patrick

in the fifth century, and the bishops are sometimes styled bishops

of Tir Amhalgaidh or Tyrawley, also bishops of Tir Fiachra, and

of Hy Fiachra, and sometimes of Hy Fiachra Muaidhe, that is, of

Hy Fiachra of the Moy, so called to distinguish it from Hy
Fiachra Aidhne or the diocese of Kilmacduagh in the county of
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Donal O'Hara, lord of Lieny, died.

Dermod O'Caemhain (in Sligo), died.

A. D. 1295,

The Red Earl was set at liberty fi-om his con-

finement by Fitzgerald, by command of the king

of England, and good hostages of his own kindred

were taken in exchange for him.

Bryan, son of Hugh Buidhe O'Neill, lord of

Tyrone, was slain by Donal, son of Bryan O'Neill,

and many of the English and Irish were slain

along with him.

A contest arose in Tirconnell between Hugh,

son of Donal Oge O'Donnell, and Torlogh his

brother, respecting the lordship, so that a great

part of the country was spoiled between them,

both clergy and people ; Torlogh was deposed and

expelled from Tirconnell to the people of Tyrone

and to the Clan Donnell (Mac Donnells).

Donal O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, the most

wise of counsel in his time, ched in a monastic

habit, and was interred in the monastery of Knock-

moy.

Mac Branan, chief of Core Achlan (in Roscom-

mon), died, and Tomaltagh Mac Branan, the chief

who was appointed his successor, was slain by

Muintir Connellan in revenge of their father who

had been killed by him.

The castles of Baile Nui,' Moy Brecraighe, and

Moy Dumha, were demolished by Geoffrey

O'Ferrall.

A.D. 1296.

GioUaisa Mac AnUatanaigh (O'Conor), bishop

of Elphin ; and Maolpeadar O'Duigenan, arch-

Galway. The diocese of Killala comprehends a great part of the

county of Mayo and a portion of Sligo.

Thesee ofAchonrij or Achadh C/ionntre, was founded in the sixth

century by St. Finian, bishop of Clonard, in Meath, who placed over

it his disciple St. Nathy, its first bishop. The bishops of Achonry

were in early times styled bishops of Luighne or Lieney, which was

the ancient name of the territory. The diocese of Achonry compre-

hends a large portion of the county of Sligo, with a considerable

part of Mayo.
Drumcliff in Sligo. A monastery was founded here by St.

Columkille in the sixth century, and was long famous as a seat

of learning and religion. It became a bishop's see and its abbots

were styled bishops. It was united to the see of Elphin in the

sixteenth century. See Ware's Bishops by Harris, Archdall's

Monasticon, and Lanigan's Ecclesiastical History.

deacon of Brefney,* from Drumchff to Kells,

died.

Hugh, son of Owen O'Conor, was deposed by

his own people, who brought in the Clan Muir-

cheartaigh, and the government was conferred on

Conor Roe (O'Conor), son of Cathal, to whom
they gave hostages. The entire country both

clergy and laity was spoiled through that depo-

sition. A great force was collected to the aid of

Hugh O'Conor, composed of English and Irish,

with William Burke and Theobald Burke, whom
he invited to the country, and they continued four

days and nights plundering and devastating the

country of property and corn. The chiefs of the

country waited on him afterwards, and he brought

them before the earl to make peace with them ; as

to the sons of Murchertagh they burned and

spoiled the entire district of Carbury (in Sligo),

and plundered its churches, but God, the Virgin

Mary, and Columkille, were avenged of them soon

after for having violated their churches. As to

the forementioned chiefs, after promising they

would be tributary to Hugh they returned to their

homes, but did not continue long at peace with

him, for they again joined the sons of Murtogh.

Hugh, son of Owen, having then come into the

Tuatha (in Roscommon), and having brought with

him thither O'Ferrall and Mac Rannall with their

forces, he sent messengers to Mac Dermott and

O'Flanagan, who having turned against the sons

of Murtogh and separated from the other clans,

joined Hugh. Conor Roe (O'Conor) having

received intelligence of this, attacked Mac Der-

mott, and, aided by his supporters, committed

depredations on him ; Mac Dermott having gone

in pursuit of his plundered property, an engage-

ment ensued, in which Conor Roe was slain, and

Loghlin, son of Conor, and Manus, son of Tomal-

A.D. 1295.

1. Saile Nui, that is Newtown, was probably the place now
called Newtown-Forbes, in the county of Longford ; or it might

he Newtown-Gore, in the parish of Carrigallen, county of Leitrim,

on the borders of Longford, where there are some ruins of a castle.

The castle of Moyduma was that of Moydow, in the parish of

Moydow, county of Longford.

A. D. 1296.

1. Archdeacon of Brefney, that is, of the diocese of Kilmore,

which, as stated here, extended from Kells in Meath to Drumcliff

in Sligo.
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tagh, were taken prisoners. Great numbers

were slain on both sides ; Mac Dermott brought

the prisoners to Hugh O'Conor, who with O'Fer-

rall, Mac Dermott, Mac Rannall, and the clans

before-mentioned committed a retaliatory depre-

dation on the people of Clan Muircheartaigh the

same day ; and Loghlin, son of Conor, afterwards

had his eyes put out, and died of his wounds.

The king of England marched with an army

into Scotland and gained great power over that

country. The nobles of the English of Ireland

were in that army, namely, Rickard Burke, earl of

Ulster ; Gerald Fitzgerald ; and John Fitzthomas

(Fitzgerald), and they plundered Scotland both

churches and people ; a monastery of friars in that

country was plundered by them, and they levelled

it to the ground so as not to leave one stone upon

another on its site, after they had slain a number

of its clergy, besides many of its people both male

and female, which acts were indeed disgraceful.

A. D. 1297.

Malachy Mac Brien, abbot of Boyle, was elected

to the see of Elphin, and Marian O'Donnabair, a

friar of the order of St. Dominick was also elected,

and they botM ha\dng gone to Rome, Malachy

died.

Henry Mac Oiraghty,' bishop of Conor, a

monk, died, and was buried in the monastery of

Drogheda.

William O'DutFy, bishop of Clonfert, fell from

his horse, of which fall he died.

Conor, son of Taichleach Mac Dermott, lord of

Moylurg and of Airteach, the most famous man in

battle, in conflict, in attacks, in bravery, in valour,

in defending and giving protection, in power and

integrity, in his time, died, and was buried in the

monastery of Boyle,

Manus O'Hanley, chief of Kinel Dobhtha (in

Roscommon), died.

A. D. 1297.

1. Henry Mac Oiraghty is mentioned here in the Annals as

bishop of Condeire, that is, of Conor ; he is not to be found in

^^'are'3 Bishops of Conor, but Henry Mac Oiraghty, a Cistercian

monk, isfriven in Ware as bishop of Achonry, and his death placed

A.D. 12!)7 ; therefore it appears probable that the translator made
a mistake, and confounded Achad Conaire or Achonry with Con-
deire or Connor. Henry Mac Oiraghty, a Cistercian monk, was
called Henry of Ardagh from the place of his birth, in Longford

;

he is given by Ware as bishop of Derry for a short time, namely,

Cu-idadh O'Hanlon, lordof Orior (in Armagh),

Aongus Mac Mahon, and many others of the

chiefs of their people were slain by the English of

Dundalk, who were returning home from the earl

(of Ulster).

A.D. 1298.

Thomas O'Hairectaigh, abbot of Eas Roe (at

Ballyshannon), died.

Sabina, daughter of Hugh Buidhe O'NeiU, and

wife of Teige, son -of Andrew O'Conor, died.

Bryan Breaghach Mac Gauran, chief of Tul-

laghaw (in Cavan), was slain by Hugh Brefney

O'Conor and the sons of Murtogh (O'Conor).

Donogh, son of Donal O'Hara, one of the most

distinguished chiefs' sons for hospitality and

defending his country, was slain by his own kins-

man Biyan Carrach O'Hara.

Thomas Fitzmaurice, a baron of the Geraldines,

called Oidhre Cam (the Crooked Heir), died.

A.D. 1299.

Nicholas Mac Maolisa, archbishop of Armagh,

the most pious and devout ecclesiastic of his time,

died.

Feargal O'Fugil, bishop of Raphoe, died. He
was the most eminent ecclesiastic in his time for

charity, humanity, piety, and benevolence.

Alexander Mac Donnell (of Antrim), the most

distinsuished of his name, either in Ireland or in

Scotland, for hospitahty and feats of arms, was

slain by Alexander Mac Dugall, together with

many of his people.

A.D. 1300.

Congalach O'LoghUn, bishop of Core Mod-

ruadh,' a man distinguished for learning, piety,

and hospitahty, died.

from A. D. 1295, to 1297, and Ware conjectured that he might

have been the same person as Henry Mac Oiraghty, bishop of

Achonry. On the whole it appears probable that this Henry Mac
Oiraghty might have been a bishop for a short time in each of

those sees.

A. D. 1300
1. Core Modnindh or Corcomroe, a parish and also a barony in

the county of Clare. There was a celebrated Cistercian abbey

called Corcomroe, of which extensive ruins still remain. It is
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Felim Mac Carthy, heir to the lordship of Des-

mond, died.

The castle of Athcliath of Corran, that is, of

Balljanote, was commenced to be built by the earl

(of Ulster).

John Prendergast was slain by the son of

Fiachra O'Flynn.

Theobald Butler, a noble baron, died.

Adam Staunton, another great baron, died.

Seoinin Oge Fitzmaurice was slain by Conor

O'Flynn, and many others with him.

A. D. 1301.

Fionnguala, daughter of Fehm O'Conor, the

abbess of Killcraobhnad,' died.

Cairbre, son of Cormac O'Melaghlin (of Meath),

was slain at the instance of his kinsman, the son

of Art O'Melaghlin.

William Mac Clancy, chief of Dartry (in Lei-

trim), was slain by Ualgarg, son of Donal, son of

Art O'Rourke.

Great depredations were committed by Hugh,
son of Cathal O'Conor, and by the sons of Mur-
togh (O'Conor) on Teige, the son of Andrew, in

Moy Cedne.-

The Iving of England marched with an army
into Scotland, accompanied by Fitzgerald, Ber-

mingham, and all the chief barons of Ireland, to-

gether with the earl of Ulster, and they remained

in Scotland from a fortnight after Lammas until

November, but did not gain complete power du-

ring that period.

A. D. 1302.

Stephen O'Braccan (or O'Brogan), archbishop

also called the parish of Abbey. The see of Kilfenora, anciently

called Fenabore, bad its seat in the barony of Corcoraroe ; hence
the bishops were styled bisliops of Corcomroe, and therefore this

Congalach O'Loghlin was bishop of Kilfenora.

A. D. 1301.

1. Kill Craohhnnd, now probably the parish of Kilkeevan, in

the barony of Ballintobber, county of Roscommon, where there

are some remains of an abbey at Moor, and of a church at Kil-

keevan, which is a burying place of the O'Conors Don.
2. Moy Cedne, or the plain of Cedne, given on the map of an-

cient Ireland in O'Conor's Dissertations as Moy Cetney, was the
ancient name of the district extending from the river Erne at Bel-
leek and Ballyshannon, along the sea shore to Lough Melvm and
Bundrowes in Leitrim

; and, according to O'Conor, comprising
also part of Carbury in Sligo. This territory is mentioned in these
Annals at A. D. 153G. Moy Cedne is celebrated by the old an-

of Cashel; Miles, bishop of Limerick, who was

grandson of the earl of Leinster ; and the bishop

of Cork,' died; he was a monk previous to his

being consecrated a bishop.

Donal Roe Mac Carthy, lord of Desmond

;

Donncarrach Mag Uidhir (or Mac Guire), the

first lord of Siol Uidhir (the clan INIac Guire) in

Fermanagh ; and Roderick, son of Donal O'Hara,

heir to the lordship of Lieney, died.

Hugh, son of Cathal (O'Conor), committed

great depredations on Teige, son of Bryan, and

on Sltrick, son of the Carnach Mac Clancy, in

Moy Cedne (in Leitrim).

A.D. 1303.

Malachy Mac Brien, bishop of Elphin,' died,

and Donogh O'Flanagan, abbot of Boyle, suc-

ceeded him in the see.

Torlogh, son of Donal Oge O'Donnell, called

Torlogh Cnuic-an-madhma (or the Hill of Vic-

tory), lord of Tirconnell, a tower of war, battle,

and defence, the Cuchulain of the Clan Dalaigh

in valour, was slain by his brother Hugh, after a

long contention, in which much of the country

was spoiled between them ; and many of the Ty-

ronians and of the English nobilitji of the north,

and also of the Connallians themselves were slain,

among whom were Murtogh Mac Clancy, chief of

Dartry (in Leitrim) ; Donogh O'Kane, lord of the

men of Creeve and of Keenaught (in Deny)

;

Donagh Mac Meanman ; Hugh Mac Meanman

;

the two sons of the professor O'Donnell ; Niall,

son of Niall O'Boyle, heir to the chieftancy of the

three districts (in Donegal) ; Mac Hugossa, with

his son and brother ; Adam Sandal ; and many
more of the English and Irish. Hugh, son of

nalists as the scene of many battles in the early ages between the

Nemedians and Fomorians, as already shewn in the note on Tir-

connell.

A. D. 1303.

1. Bishop of Cork. Robert Mac Donogh, a Cistercian monk,
was the bisliop of Cork, who died at this time. Miles, mentioned

here as the bishop of Limerick, was probably Gerald de Mares-
chal, who is given by Ware as bishop of Limerick, and died in

1301 or 1302. He may have been of the family of the Fitz-

geralds, carls of Kildare.

A.D. 1303.

1. Bishop of Elphin. Slalachy Mac Brien has been already

mentioned at A.D. 1297 as having gone to Rome and died there.

Ware places his death in the year 1302, at Rome.
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Doiial Oge, afterwards enjoyed the lordship of

Tirconnell hapjjily and prosperously while he

lived.

Donal Oge Mac Carthy, lord of Desmond, died.

Dermod O'FIanagan, chief of Tura (in Fer-

managh) ; his two sons ; and many others with

them, were slain by a party of people from the

house of Donal, son of Teige O'Conor, at Bun
Duibhe (Bunduft' in Sligo), wliile endeavouring

to carry otl"a prey from Moy Ceidne.

Manus Mac Gauran, chief of Tullaghaw (in

Cavan); and Niall Mac Gillfinnen (in Fermanagh),

died.

Gerald Fitzgerald died.

The sons of Murtogh (O'Conor) committed

great depredations on ]Muintir Kenny (in Leitrim) ;

and Murtogh Mac Consnamha, heir to the chief-

tancy of Muintir Kenny, was slain on that occa-

sion.

The king of England again led a great army

into Scotland, and the earl (of Ulster), and many
of the English and Irish went with a large fleet

from Ireland to assist him ; they took many cities,

and gained full power over Scotland on that ex-

pedition ; and Theobald Burke, the earl's brother,

after his return from that army, died on Christ-

mas night, in Carrickfergus.

A.D. 1304.

Conor, son of Hugh O'Conor, was slain by

Hoberd O'Flaherty, after he had betrayed Don-

ogh O'Flaherty, and Hoberd himself was killed

immediately afterwards.

The countess, wife of Richard Burke, earl of

Ulster, that is, the Red Earl ; and Walter Burke,

heir to the same earl, died.

A.D. 1305.

O'Conor Failge,' that is, Murtogh ; Maolmor-

dha, his brother; the Calvach O'Conor, with

twenty-nine of the chiefs of their people were

A.D. 1305.

1. O'Conor Failge, that is O'Conor Failcy, whicli was the title

of O'Conor, lord of Oflaley, in the King's county. The affair here

mentioned took place at the house of Pierce Bermingham in Car-

bery, in the county of Kildare.

treacherously and deceitfully slain, by sir Pierce

Bermingham, in his own castle.

The new castle of Inisowen (in Donegal) was

built by the Red Earl (of Ulster).

Hugh, son of Cathal (O'Conor), and the sons

of Murtogh (O'Conor), defeated the O'Reillys in a

battle, in which Philip O'Reilly, with the heir of

Clansweeney (in Donegal), and Mac Buirche, the

chief of the galloglasses, together with one hundred

and forty others, were slain.

Matthew Oge O'Reilly was slain by the people

of Tullaghonoho (in Cavan).

Torlogh, son of Niall Roe O'Brien (of Tho-

mond) died.

Hugh Oge O'Ferrall (of Longford), died.

A. D. 1306.

Donogh O'Flaherty, bishop of Killala, the

most eminent of the Irish in piety, died at Dun-
buinne (Dunboyne), on his way to Dublin, and

was honourably interred in the house of the Vir-

gin Mary at Muilionnchearr (Mullingar).

Petrus O'Toole, vicar of Killeaspuic Broin ;'

andMasterThomas O'Naan, archdeacon of Raphoe,

and bishop elect (or coadjutor) of the same see, died.

Torlogh O'Brien, lord of Thomond, the most

noble, pious, charitable, prosperous, and generous

man in Ireland, in his time, died ; and his son

Donogh was appointed in his place.

Donal Tuirtreach O'Neill was slain in mistake

by the people of the house of O'Neill.

Fergal Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir Eoluis

(in Leitrim) was slain, by his own brethren, and by

a party of his own people.

A great war arose between Hugh, son of Owen
O'Conor, king of Connaught, aided by the chiefs

of Siol Murray (in Roscommon), and Hugh, son

of Cathal O'Conor, joined by a party of the sons

of the chiefs of Connaught, and by the chiefs and

clans of Brefney ; the two armies remained on

either side of the Shannon for the space of four

months. Parties from Hugh's, the son of Cathal's,

forces made several sallies into the Tuatha (in

A.D. 1306.

1. Kill Efispicig Broin, now Killaspicbrone, a parish in the

barony of Carbury, county of Sligo.
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Roscommon), on which occasions they committed

plunders and depredations. Flan, son of Fiachra

O'Flinn, heir to the chieftainship of Siol Maoil-

ruain (in Roscommon), Bryan, son of Donogh
Riavach O'Conor, and many others along with

them were slain by the O'Hanleys, who were

in pursuit of their plundered property. The fol-

lowing were the most distinguished on that expe-

dition : Roderick, son of Cathal O'Connor ; Do-

nogh, son of Conor of the Cup ; and the son of

Fergal (Mac Dermott), heir to the lordship of

Moylurg ; all eminent for theu- prosperity and

hospitality to that day. However, those chiefs,

with all that sui-vived of their people, proceeded

with the booty until they reached the fortress of

O'Conor, and they then burned the palace of the

king of Connaugbt, that is, the palace of Cloon-

fraoich.'- Hugh, son of Owen O'Conor, overtook

them after they had burned the royal residence,

and took the booty from them, and slew Donogh,

son of Conor of the Cup, and some of his people.

The sons of Murtogh (O'Conor) committed a

great depredation in the district of Carbury (in

Sligo), and David O'Kavanagh, chief from Too-

more to the river Gleoir, a wealthy and affluent

landed proprietor ; Donogh Mac Buidheachain,

and many others, were slain in the conflict about

the plunder.

O'Flanagan was slain byBryan Can-ach O'Hara.

A.D. 130T.

Luii-int (or Laurence) O'Lachtnan (orO'Lough-

nan), a grey friar, bishop of Kilmacduagh, and

Donogh O'Flanagan, bishop of Elphin, died.

Donal, son of Teige, son of Bryan, son of An-

drew, son of Bryan Luighneach, son of Torlogh

More (O'Conor), tanist (or heir elect) to the

crown of Connaugbt, a man full of generosity and

hospitahty, and of iniiversal benevolence, was

slain by Hugh Brefnach, the son of Cathal Roe

O'Conor.

Teige, son of Malachy, son of Donogh, son of

Donal, son of Manus, son of Torlogh (O'Conor),

2. Cloon Fraoich, an ancient residence of the kings of Con-
naught, was situated near Ttilsk, in the county of Roscommon,
and near it was the Hill of Cam Fraoich, where the O'Conors

were inaugurated as kings of Counaught.

a man distinguished for hospitality, was slain

by Cathal, son of Donal, son of Teige (O'Conor).

The greater part of the English of Roscommon
were slain by Donogh Muinach O'Kelly, lord of

Hy Maine, at Atheasgrach Cuan,' at which place

Philip Muinder (orMontyre), John Muinder, and

Matthew Drew, together with many others who
are not recorded, were slain, and the following

were made prisoners : Dermod Gall Mac Dermott,

Cormac Mac Cethernaigh (or Kearney), and the

sheriff of Roscommon ; but they were afterwards

set at hberty, and they made peace for the burn-

ing of the town byEdmond Butler. This Donogh
O'Kelly died after these exploits, and his death

was not unheroie, being after the performance of

deeds of valour and braveiy, and after conferring

favours and bounties.

Ailve, the daughter of Teige O'Conor, died.

Malachy O'Gormley, chief of Kind Moain (in

Donegal), and Manus Mac Oiraghty (of Ros-

common), died.

Conor, son of Fiachra O'Flynn (of Roscommon),

the most eminent young man of his tribe for hos-

pitality and bravery, died.

Edward H. was proclaimed king of England on

the 7th of July."

A.D. 1308.

The monastery of the friars in Roscommon was

struck by lightning and much damaged.

Maolrooney Mac Dermott committed a plunder

on the sons of Donal O'Conor in Carbmy (in

Shgo),and another plunder was committed on them,

by the sons of Mm-togh who after ha\ing made
peace with them and given them hostages, after-

wards deceived them. After that the sons of

Donal proceeded to Slieve-da-en (in Tirerrill,

Shgo), and took nothing ^;ith them but their

horses, armour and accoutrements. \A'hen the

English of Tireragh and Lieney received inteUi-

gence of this they mustered their forces and jjur-

sued them to the top of Sheve Daen ; the sons of

Donal (O'Conor) turned upon them, and a battle

A.D. 1307.

1. Ath Easccrn Cuan, or Ahascragh, in tlie county of Galway.
2. Edward II. King Edward I. died on the 7th of July,

A. D. 1307, and was succeeded by his son, Edward II.
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ensued, in which the English were defeated ; the

sons of Donal followed up their victory, and pur-

sued them as far as the Rock of Ballysadarc.

Thomas Mac AValter, constable of Bunfinne,' with

his brother, and many others, were slain.

Hugh, son of Cathal (O'Conor), committed a

retaliatoiy depredation on liis brother Roderick,

son of Cathal, on which occasion Manus, son of

Manus (O'Conor), and many others, were slain.

A. D. 1309.

Hugh, son of Owen, son of Roderick, son of

Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdearg (O'Conor), king of

Connaught, a worthy heir to the throne of Ire-

land, the most illustrious Irishman of his time for

hospitality and feats of arms, was slain by Hugh
Brefneach, the son of Cathal O'Conor, in the

wood of Cloghan,' together with many chiefs of

his people ; and of those who fell were Conor Mac
Dermott ; Dermod Roe, son of Teige O'Conor

;

Dermod, son of Cathal CaiTach Mac Dermott

;

Hugh, son of Murtogh, son of Teige, son of Maol-

rooney (Mac Dermott), and Dermod O'Healey,

the most eminent of the landed gentry of his time.

On the other side were slain Giolla-na-neev Mac
Egan, chief Brehon of Coimaught, and the most

learned judge in his time ; Fogartach O'Dobailen

(or O'Devlin) ; and many others who have not

been recorded. The Siol Murray (of Roscommon)
confen'cd the sovereignty on Roderick, son of

Cathal O'Conor, after which he and O'Flynn

marched with a large troop of cavaliy to the plain

and slew Bermingham.

William Burke and such of the Conacians as

were his adherents, held a conference with Ro-

derick, the son of Cathal (O'Conor), at Athsliseu

(in Roscommon) ; they disagi-eed, and a conflict

ensued, in which Roderick was defeated, and many
of his people were slain. William Burke pro-

ceeded to the monastery of Boyle, and the sons of

Murtogh went into Tirenill, where they destroyed

A.D. 1308.

1. Sunfinric, that is, the mouth of the river Finn, antrlicised

Buninne, a place in the parish of Drumard, barony of Tireragli,

county of Sligo, where there was in former times a cattle.

A.D. 1309.

1 . The wood of Cloghan was probably the place called Cloghan

much corn and biu-ncd the countrj- ; Mac William
afterwards marched across the Curlew mountains
northward, and turned Roderick, the son of Cathal
(O'Conor) out of his fortress, and Mac Wilhara's

vanguard slew Donogh O'Feenaghty and many
others.

Mac William committed depredations in Clan
Fermuighe (in Leitrim), and also as far as Ben
Gulban (Benbulban mountain in the north of

Shgo).

Conor, son of Bryan Roe O'Brien (in Thomond),
was slain.

A.D. 1310.

Conor O'Brien, the most illustrious heir pre-

sumptive in his time, was treacherously slain by
the English.

Hugh Brefneach (O'Conor), aided by the sons

of Murtogh, committed great retaliatorj' depreda-

tions on ^laolrooney Mac Dermott; they plundered
Donogh Mac Donogh, took himself and some of

the chiefs of his people prisoners, and slew others

of them, and burned their properties; they also

slew his wife, the daughter of O'Flanagan.

Fergal Mac Dorchy (in Mayo), died.

Fionguala, daughter of Manus O'Conor, and
Una, daughter of Hugh, son of FeUm, died.

Geotfrey O' Fen-all marched with an army to

Dun Uabhair (in Longford), where Donal, son of

Hugh Oge O'Ferrall, Hugh, son of Maolisa, and

Geotfrey, son of ]Murtogh, were slain.

Roderick, son of Cathal (O'Conor), Hugh, son

of Manus, and the people of Hugh Brefneach

(O'Conor), burned the castle of Bunfinne (in Sh-

go), including the corn-stacks and houses.

Hugh Brefneach O'Conor, a worthy heir to the

crown of Connaught, was treacherously slain by

Seonag Mac Uidhlin (Mac Quillan of Antrim),

who was one of his retainers ; and it was for lucre

that he committed the deed.

Twenty tuns of wine were driven on shore in

Moy Ceidne.'

m the barony of Athlone, county of Roscommon.

A.D. 1310.

1. Moy Ceidne, as already e.xplained, lay alon^ the coast of
Donegal, Leitrim, and Sligo, between Ballyshaimon and Bunduff.

p ;:
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The castle of Sligo was rebuilt by the Red
Earl.

Fehm, son of Hugh, son of Owen O'Conor,

succeeded his father (in the government of Con-

naught) .

Cormac O'Flanagan, chief of Tura (in Fer-

managh), was slain by Henry Mac Gilltinnen,

chief of Muintir Feodachain (in Pettigo).

Macraith Maguire, tanist of Fermanagh, and

Donogh Mac Gillmichil, chief of Clan Congaile

(in Fermanagh), had their properties burned by

Ralph Mac Mahon.

A.D. 1311.

Donal O'Rourke, lord of Brefney, died.

The Clan Muircheartaigh(O'Conors), committed

a dreadful depredation in Connaught, on which

occasion Gillcreest, son of Maurice, son of Donogh
Mac Dermott, Hugh, son of Cormac, Donogh, son

of Tomaltach (Mac Dermott), WiUiam Mac
Gilaraith, and many others were slain by them
(the O'Conors).

Wilham Burke marched with a great army into

Munster against de Clare, and a battle was fought

in which de Clare was defeated ; William Burke
boldly pvirsued the defeated party of de Clare,

who sun-ounded him and took him prisoner, but,

however, he was victorious in the battle.

Teige O'Hanley (in Roscommon), was slain by
Jordan Dexeter.

A great war arose in Thomond, and Donogh
Mac Namara and his party, namely, the people of

Triochad Ced Hy Caisin,' gave battle to O'Brien

and to the men of Munster, in which Mac Namara
was defeated,andhimself and Donal O'Grady, lord

of Kinel Dungaile, were slain with an immense
number of both armies.

Donogh O'Brien, king of Munster, and heir to

the crown of Ireland, celebrated for his hospitaUty

and great deeds, was treacherously slain by Mur-
rogh, son of Mahon O'Brien ; and Murrofijfc

O'Brien was appointed his successor. iP
Loghlin Riavach O'Dea (in county of Clare),

A.D. 1311.
I. Triochad Ced Hy Caishi, that is, the territory or barony of

Hy Caisin, now tlie baronies of Tiilla, in the county of Clare, of
which the Mac Namaras were chiefs and hereditary marshals to

the O'Briens, kings of Thomond. Kinel Dungaile was another ter-

was slain by Mahon, son of Donal Connachtach

O'Brien.

Seonag Mac Quillan slew Grudeley in the town

of Tobarbrighde,^ and he himself was soon after

killed with the sharj:) axe by which he had slain

Hugh Brefneach (O'Conor, A.D. 1310).

Felim O'Conor, king of Connaught, plundered

the Clan Muircheartaigh (O'Conors of Sligo) on

the border of Moy Cedne (borders of Sligo and

Leitrim), and Malachy, son of Conor, called the

leader of the workmen or crowd, was slain there

with many others.

Dermod Cleireach O'Brien (of Thomond),

died.

Donal O'Beirne, chief of Tir Briuin (in Ros-

common), and Giollaisa O'Daly, chief professor

of poetry (in Connaught), died.

A.D. 1312.

William Bermingham, archbishop of Tuam, and

Benedict O'Braccain, bishop of Lieney (Achonry)

died.

Malachy Mac Aodha (or Mac Hugh), bishop of

Elphin, was translated to the archiepiscopal see

of Tuam.

A. D. 1313.

Teige, son of Andrew, son of Bryan Luighneach,

and Cathal, son of Murrogh Carrach O'Ferrall

(in Longford), died.

Giollaisa Mac Dorchy (m Mayo) was slain by
Conor Carrach Mac Dermott.

A.D. 1314.

Matthew Mac Uibhne (or Mac Gevney), bishop

of Brefney (Kilmore), died.

Niall Beag, son of Malachy, son of Torlogh

Cnoc Anmadhma O'Donnell, was slain by Hugh,
son of Hugh O'Donnell.

Matthew Mac Tiarnan (in Cavan) was slain by
Cathal O'Rourke.

ritory in Thomond of which the O'Gradys were lords. See note on
Thomond.

2- Tobnr Brighde, that is, St. Bridget's Well, which gave its

name to the town of Balimtobber m Roscommon.



REIGN OF EDWARD II. 109

Ralph Mac Mahon (in Monaghan) was slain by
his own kinsmen.

The O'Reillys were defeated at Drnmlane (in

Cavan) by Roderick, son of Cathal O'Conor.

Niall, son of Bryan O'Neill, heir presumptive

of Tyrone, a man of affluence and prosperity,

died.

Manus, son of Donal O'Hara (in Sligo), was
slain by Manus, the son of William O'Hara.

A. D. 1315.

Edward,' the king of Scotland's brother, sailed

from Scotland to Ireland with a large fleet, and
landed on the coast of Ulster ; they committed
great depredations on the earl's people (Burke,

earl of Ulster), and on the English of Meath.

The earl collected a great army against the Al-

banians (or Scots) ; and Felim, son of Hugh
O'Conor, with a large force of the Conacians,

marched to join the earl. Roderick, son of Cathal

(O'Conor), mustered another great force in Con-
naught, and he burned and demolished many
castles after Felim had left the country.

Hugh Ballach, son of Manus O'Conor, was

slain by Cathal, son of Donal O'Conor ; and
Manus, son of Manus O'Conor, the most famous

and noble of the pi'inces of Connaught in that

time, and his brother Donal, were also slain by

the same Cathal on the following day.

A battle was fought between the armies of the

Red Earl and of Edward Bruce, in which the earl

was defeated, and William Burke and the two

sons of Mac-an-Milidh- were taken prisoners.

Mahon Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir Eoluis

(in Leitrim), O'Maolmiaidh, chief of Muintir

Cearbhalain,' and many of their people with them,

were slain by Maolrooney Mac Dermott, lord of

Moylurg, and Conor Roe, son of Hugh Breifnach,

who was on Mac Dermott's side that day, was
slain.

O'Donnell, that is, Hugh, son of Donal Oge,

A. D. 1315.

1

.

Edward here mentioned was Edward Bruce, brother of Ro-
bert Bruce, king of Scotland.

2. Mac-nn-MWdh signifies the Son of the Kniglit. Tlie battle

mentioned here between Burke, earl of Ulster, and Edward Bruce,
was foufrlit at Colerain.

3. O'Maolm'wdhnUjh, or O'Mulvey, chief of Muintir Cearbh-
allain, a district in Leitrim, near the Shannon, called also Magh
Nise. See note on Brefney.

marched with a great force to the castle of Sligo,

took the town, and destroyed much of the adjoin-

ing country.

Roderick, son of Donal O'Conor, was slain by
a party of galloglasses at the instigation of Der-
vorgail, the daughter of Manus O'Conor, who
gave them a recompence for committing the act.

Awlave O'Ferrall died.

Teige O'Higgins, a man learned in poetry (in

Connaught), died.

A. D. 1316.

A great army was collected by Felim O'Conor,

by Bermingham, and by the English of the west

ofConnaught, with which they marched toTochar
Mona Coinneadha.' Roderick O'Conor, king of

Connaught, marched with the whole of his forces

against them, and a battle ensued in which Ro-
derick was defeated, himself slain, and also the

following chiefs, namely, Dermod Gall Mac Der-

mott, lord of Moylurg ; Cormac Mac Ceithirnaidh,

of Ciarraidhe, and many others of the chiefs of his

(O'Conor's) galloglasses, and of his immediate

friends. FeUm re-assumed the government of

Connaught, and collected a great armj^, with

which he marched to attackAthleathan ; he burned

the town, slew Slemne Dexeter, lord of the town,

also Cogan, the most noble baron in Ireland in

his time, and many other EngUshmen besides, and

took much booty.

Felim O'Conor collected a great army, together

with the chiefs of the province, along with whom
were the following : Donogh O'Brien, with the

chiefs of Munster ; O'jMelaghlin, king of Meath
;

Ualgarg O'Rourke, lord of Brefney ; O'FerraU,

lord of Anally; Teige O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine;

Manus, son of Donal O'Conor, tanist of Con-

naught ; Art O'Hara, lord of Lieney ; and Bryan

O'Dowd, lordof theHyFiachras; all these marched

to Athenry," and at the same time the English of

the west of Connaught marched their army against

A. D. 1316.

1. Tochar Mona Coinneadha signifies the bog-pass of the con-

ference, and obtained its name from a conference held there be-

tween Felim O'Conor, king of Connaught, and Mac William

Burke, as stated in these Annals at A. D. 125.5 ; the place appears

to have been situated on the borders of Roscommon and Galway.
Ciaraidh and Athleathan were ancient territories in Mayo. See

note on North Connaught.

4
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them, namely, William Burke; the baron Berming-

ham, lord of Athenry, and the greater part of the

English of the entire north of Ireland. A
fierce and vigorous battle was fought between

them, in which the Irish were at length defeated.

Felim O'Conor, king of Connaught, was slain, a

man from whom the people of Ireland had the

greatest hopes, and there were also slain Teige

O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, and twenty-eight

other chiefs of the O 'Kellys, together with Man us,

son of Donal O'Conor, tanist of Connaught ; Art

O'Hara, lord of Lieiiey ; IMalachy CaiTach

O'Dowd ; Conor Oge O'Dowd ; Murtogh, son

of Conor O'Dowd ; Dcrmod Mac Dermott, heir

to the lordship of Moylurg; Murtogh, son of

Teige Mac Dermott ; Murtogh Mac Dermott,

son of Fergal ; Malachy Oge Mac Manus ; John,

son of Murrogh O'Madden ; Donal, son of Hugh
O'Concannon, lord of Ily Diarmada, and Mur-
togh his brother ; Murrogh O'Madden ; Donal

O'Boyle ; and Donogh O'MuUoy with many of

his people ; Morogh, son of Morogh Mac Mahon,
with a hundred of his people ; Niall Sionach

(Fox), lord of the men of Teffia, with his people
;

Fergal, son of John Gallda O'Ferrall ; William,

son of Hugh Oge O'Ferrall ; Thomas, son of

Awlave O'Ferrall ; five of the Mac Donoghs,

namely, Tomaltach, son of Gillcreest ; Murrogh,

son of Donogh ; Conor, son of Teige ; Murtogh,

son of Donogh ; and Malachy Mac Donogh

;

John Mac Egan, the Brehon (or judge) of

O'Conor ; Giolla-na-neev, son of Dailredocair

O'Devlin, the standai-d-bearer of O'Conor ; and

Thomas O'Connellan. It is, however, impossible

to ascertain or record all the chiefs of Connaught
and of Meath that were slain in that battle, which

was fought on the festival day of St. LawTence.

Felim was twenty-three years of age at that time.

Roderick Na-bhfeadh (of the W'oods), son of

Donogh, son of Owen, son of Roderick O'Conor,

was appointed to the sovereignty of Connaught.

Wilham Burke marched with an immense army

2. The -Bnf^?eo/^fAc«!i/was foughton thefestivalof St.Lau-
rence the Martyr, which is placed in the calendars on the 10th of
August. Sir William Burke, mentioned in Campion's Chronicle as

lord \\arden of Ireland, and sir Richard Berniingham, afterwards
baron of Athenry, were the chief commanders of the English, who
had collected a more powerful army than they ever had before in

Ireland, and were perfectly disciplined, well armed, and clad in

armour. The Irish forces were suddenly raised, imperfectly dis-

into Siol MuiTay (in Roscommon), and O'Conor,

with the Siol MuiTay, and many of the clans of

Connaught and of their chiefs made peace with

him ; but Mac Dermott, however, did not consent

to make peace, and Mac William attacked Moy-
lurg (in Roscommon), committed great depreda-

tions in Ath Anchip and in Uachtar Tire, and

burned and spoiled the entire country, but de-

parted without fighting a battle or getting sub-

mission. Mac Dermott soon after deposed Rode-

rick (O'Conor) the son of Donogh.

Der\'orgaill, daughter of Manus O'Conor, and

wife of Hugh O'Donnell, died.

A.D. 1317.

Donogh O'Brien, king of Munster, was slain.

Torlogh, son of Hugh, son of Owen, son of

Roderick, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Crovdcarg

(O'Conor), was appointed king by the Conacians.

Robert Bruce came to Ireland from Scotland

with a great army, to assist his brother Edward
Bruce to expel the English from Ireland.

Myler Dexeter, lord of Athleathan (in Mayo),

\^'as slain by Cathal, son of Donal O'Conor, and

Donal, son of Teige, son of Donal, of Erris

O'Conor, was also slain by him, together with

fourteen of his party, which deeds took place on

the banks of the river Methenaigh of Drumclitf

(in Sligo).

The castle of AthcUath of Corran, or Ballymote

(in Sligo), was demolished.

Malachy Carrach Mac Dermott, heir to the

lordship of Moylurg ; Conor O'Conor, that is,

the son of the coarb of St. Comari (in Roscommon),

and Manus O'FIanagan, heir to the chieftancy of

Clan Cathail (in Roscommon) together with many
others, were slain by Gilbert Mac Costello.

The son of Roderick (O'Conor), and the men
of Brefney were defeated in the battle of Kilmore,'

in which the son of Hugh Brefnach O'Conor was

ciplined, and without armour. According to sir Richard Cox and
others, about eight thousand of the Irish were slain ; but this ac-

count appears to be exaggerated. The number of the English
forces killed has not been stated, but it must have been very great,

as the battle w-as fiercely and long contested on both sides, until

Felim O'Conor fell, when the Irish forces gave way, which may
account for the victory.
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taken pi'lsoner, and the following were slain,

namely, two sons of Niall O'Rourke ; Conor

Buidhe Mac Tiarnan, chief of Tnllao^honoho

;

Mahon i\Iac Tiarnan ; the Giollaroe, son of the

erenach Mac Tiarnan ; Nicholas Mac Master (or

Masterson) ; and one hundred and forty gallo-

glasses of the forces of Roderick's son, with many
others not recorded.

Maolisa Roe Mac Egan, chief professor of Ire-

land in laws and Brehonism, died.

Rannall Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir Eoluis

(in Leitrim), was treacherously taken prisoner,

and GeotFrey Mac Rannall was appointed cliief in

his place.

A. D. 1318.

The English sustained a great defeat in Ely' by
O'Carroll, in which Adam Mares and many of the

English were slain.

Mulrooney Mac Dermott, lord of Moylurg, col-

lected a great force, with which he marched to

attack Cathal, son of Donal O'Conor, at Fassa

Coilleadh ;'- and amongst the chiefs who joined

him were Torlogh, son of Hugh, son of Owen
O'Conor; Ualgarg O'Rourke, lord of Brefney

;

1 . Battle of Kilmore.
tlie county of Cavan.

AD. 1317.

This battle was fouslit at Kilmore, in

A.D. 1318.

1. Ely, where tliis Iiattle was fought, was called Ely O'Carroll,

of which the O'CarroHs were chiefs, a territory which comprised
the present barony of Lower Ormond, in Tipperary, and tlie ba-
rony of Clonlisk, in the King's County.

2. Fasa Coilleadh sif^nities a woody district, and was situated

in the barony of Carbury, county of Sligo, as appears from a pas-

sage in the Annals at the year 1397.

3. The hwnstmi of Brncc. The following sketch of Bruce's
progress in Ireland has been collected from Hollingshead, Camjjion,

Cox, Leland, Moore, Lodge's Peerage, and other sources. Ed-
ward Bruce, brother of the celebrated Robert Bruce, king of
Scotland, landed at Olderfleet, in the bay of Larne, on the coast

of Antrim, on tlie •2M\ of May, A. D. 1315, with a fleet of three
hundred sail and six thousand Scots. Amongst his chief com-
manders were TIiomasBandoIj)h, earl of Moray, one of the Scottish

cliiefs who commanded at Bannockburn ; sir Walter Moray

;

lord Philip Mowbray ; lord Allan Stewart ; sir John Sandale
;

sir James Douglas ; Walter, lord de Soulis ; Fergus of Androssan,
&c. The Bruces being maternally descended from the old Scottish
kings of the Milesian race, a colony of whom had in early times

made a conquest of Scotland, that circumstance was considered

by the Irish chiefs a sufficient claim to the crown of Ireland ; and,
consequently, Edward Bruce was invited to assume the sove-
reignty of Ireland by Donal O'Neill, prince of Tyrone, and other

Irish chiefs. He was also assisted by some of the English, par-
ticularly the great family of the de Lacys, in Ulster and Meath,
whose forces were commanded by Walter and Robert de Lacy.
Joined by these, and great numbers of the Irish, Bruce and his

Conor O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine ; and Tomaltach
Mac Donogh, lord of Tirerrill. After those chiefs

arrived at Fassa Coilleadh, Cathal offered them
great largesses, which, however, they rejected,

and attacked him to the very precincts of his for-

tress, but he was neither terrified nor daunted at

that, for he answered them with firmness and de-

fiance, whereupon a fierce battle ensued, in which
Bryan, son of Torlogh O'Conor, the heir pre-

sumptive to the crown of Connaught, Conor
O'Kelly, Bryan Mac Manus, Cathal, son of Gill-

creest Mac Dermott, and many others of the chiefs

and of the common soldiers of their forces, were

slain by Cathal and his men.

Cathal, the son of Donal (O'Conor), attacked

O'Conor and Mac Dermott, and committed im-

mense devastation in Moylurg, and deposed Tor-

logh, son of Hugh (O'Conor), and he himself

assumed the government of Connaught; and Tor-

logh then fled for protection toWilliam Burke and
the English.

John, son of Donal O'Neill, was slain by
O'Donnell, that is Hugh, son of Donal Oge, at

Derry Columkille, and Mac Donnell, and many
others were slain and drowned.

Edward Bruce,^ a man who spoiled Ireland

.Scots attacked and took from the English garrisons the towns of

Carrickfergus, Colerain, and Uundalk, and was crowned king of

Ireland at the hill of Knocknemelan, within half a mile of Dun-
dalk. Richard de Burgo, earl of Ulster, having collected the
English forces, fought a great battle with Bruce at Colerain, in

which the English were defeated with great loss, and sir

William de Burgo, the earl's brother, taken prisoner. Bruce,

proceeding onwards through Meath and Westmeath, ravaged
all the towns of the English Pale, and defeated their forces

in \arious engagements, particularly hi a great battle near Kells,

in which fifteen tliousand of the English, conunanded by the lord

justice, Roger Mortimer, earl of March, were routed, and great

numbers slain. Bruce spent his CIn-istmas, and a great part of

the winter, at Lough Seudy, one of the castles of his friends, the

de Lacys in Westmeath. Proceeding the next year onwards to

Kildare, his progress was ojiposed i)y the English barons, who
collected a great force, commanded by the lord justice Edmond
Butler, earl of Carrick ; John Fitzthomas Fitzgerald, earl of Kil-

dare ; Arnold le Poer, and others ; they encountered the Scots

and Irish under Bruce, and a great battle was fought at the moat

of AscuU near Athy, in which the English were defeated with

much loss ; and amongst the slain were two valiant knights, Wil-

liam Prendergast and Hamon le Gras ; and on the sitle of the

Scots, Fergus of Androssan and sir Walter Moray. These knights

were all buried in the Dominican abbey of Athy. In the course

of this year, king Robert Bruce landed at Carrickfergus

with a large force to support his brother ; and their com-
bined forces, amounting to twenty thousand men, ravaged the

English Pale as far as Slane, and, marching thence towards Dublin,

arrived at Castleknock, took Hugh Tyrrell, baron of Castle-

knock, prisoner, and established their head quarters at his castle.

It appears that Robert Bnice was after a short lime obliged to

return to Scotland to defend his own kingdom agamst the English.
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generally, both English and Irish,was slain by the

English by force of battle and bravery at Dundalk,

and Mac Rory, lord of the Hebrides, Mac Don-

nell, lord of the eastern Gael (in Antrim), and

many others of the Albanian (or Scottish) chiels,

were also slain ; and no event occurred in Ii-eland

for a long period from which so much benefit was

derived as that, for a general famine prevailed in

the country during the three years and a half he

had been in it, and the people were almost re-

duced to the necessity of eating each other.

John O'Ferrall was slain by the cast of a javelin

from his own son.

Geoffrey, son of Giolla-na-neev O'Ferrall, lord

of Anally, died.

Cathal, son of Gilcreest Mac Rannall, was

slain.

Giolla Ancovde, son of Kenny O'Gormley, and

Gormley, daughter of Mac Branan, his wife,

died.

A. D. 1319.

Henry Mac An-Crossain, bishop of Raphoe, died,

and Thomas, son of Cormac O'Donnell, abbot of

Easroe, was elected his successor to the see of

Raphoe.

The bishop of Deny;' O'Banain, bishop of

Clogher ; and the bishop of Clonfert, died.

Aine, daughter of Mac Dermott, and wife of

Mac Consnamha, died.

Eachmarcach Mac Branan, chief of Corcachlan

(in Roscommon), slew Tomaltach O'Mulbrenan,

but he himself did not escape free, for he died three

days afterwards of the wounds which Tomaltach

inflicted on him.

Edward Bniee proceeded to take Dublin, but the citizens, fearing

a sieire, resolutely resolved to oppose the Scots, and set fire to the

suburbs of tlie city, by which many churches were burned and St.

Patrick's cathedral much damaged. The Scots and Irish overran

many parts of Leinster and Munster, taking the towns and de-

molishing the castles of tlie English as far as Kilkenny, Cashel,

Limerick, and other places. The Butlers, Fitzgeralds, le Poers,

and other English barons, collected an army of thirty thousand
men to oppose them, but Bruce was generally victorious in many
engagements during two years, and is said to have defeated the

English forces in eighteen battles. The Scots and Irish were at

length compelled by a dreadtiil famine to retire to Ulster with the

remnant of their forces, now reduced to three thousand men. The
English having collected a great force, commanded by sir John
Bermingham, sir Richard Tuite, sir Miles de Verdon, John Maupas,
and other valiant captains, and accompanied by Roland de Jorse,

archbishop of Armagh, who incited the English to attack the

Scots, and attended to perform the last offices of religion for the

dying, both armies marched to Louth, and in a fierce battle fought

Donal O'Neill, lord of Tyrone, was deposed a

second time by the power of the English and of

the Clan of Hugh Buidhe (O'Neills of Claneboy),

and having gone to Fermanagh under the protec-

tion of Flaherty Mac Guire, the men of Fermanagh

plundered his people.

O'Neill, that is, Donal, re-assumed the govern-

ment of his principality. Bryan, son of Donal

O'Neill, tanist of Tyrone, was slain by the people

of Claneboy, and by Henry Mac Davill at Rath

Luraig (Rathlure in Tyrone).

A. D. 1320.

The monastery of Bantry, on the estate of

O'SulIivan, in the diocese of Ross, was founded

by O'SulIivan for Franciscan friars, and was

selected as the burying place of the O'SuUivans,

and many other noble families.

A conference was held between Cathal O'Conor

and Mulrooney Mac Dermott, at which they made
amicable terms and peace with each other, after

which Mac Dermott returned to his own country

;

but shortly afterwards Cathal acted treacherously

towards Mac Dermott on Mullagh Doramhnach,

where he made him prisoner ; and Graine (Grace)

daughter of Mac Manus, and wife of Mac Der-

mott, was also made prisoner at the port of the

Rock ;' and he moreover took prisoners Maolisa

Donn Mac Egan and his son, and Tomaltagh

Mac Donogh, lord of Tirerrill, and he completely

plundered the country.

Hugh, son of Teige O'Conor, a worthy heir to

the crown of Connaught, in person, in dignity,

and in hospitality, was slain by Mac Martin, who
was himself killed in retaliation.

at the moat of Fanghart near Dundalk, on the 28th of May, A. D.

1318, Brace's forces were defeated, and he himself slain. He was
found amidst a heap of the dead, and his head was cutoffby sir John
Bermingham, who brought it to England and presented it toking Ed-
ward, forwhich signal service he was created earl of Louth. Thebody
of Bruce was buried on the hill of Fanghart, and a large pillar stone

erected to mark his grave. Edward Bruce was a man of tine per-

son, of great spirit, ambition and bravery, but fiery, rash, and

impetuous, wanting that rare combination of wisdom and valour,

which so conspicuously marked the character of his renowned
brother Robert Bruce.

A D. 1319.

1. Bhhop of Verry. Odo or Hugh O'Neill was the bishop of

Derry who died in this year. Gelasius O'Banan, bishop of

Clogher, and Gregory O'Brogy, bishop of Clonfert, also died in the

year 1319.

A.D. 1320.

1. The Bock here mentioned was the Rock of Lough Key, near

Boyle, Co. Roscommon, where the Mac Dermotts had a fortress.



REIGN OF EDWARD II. 113

Mahon, son of Donal Conachtach O'Brien,

tanist of IMunster, was slain by the clan Cuilein

(in Clare).

More, daughter of O' Boyle, and wife of O'Fer-

rall, died,

Mac Martin was slain in his own house by

Hugh, son of Teige O'Conor. The sons of

Martin and the clan of Hugh Buidhe followed

Hugh to Clogher, and slew him.

A. D. 1321.

Graine, daughter of Mac Manus, and wife of

Mulrooney Mac Dermott, died.

Roderick of the Woods, son of Donogh, son of

Owen O'Conor, was maliciously slain by Cathal,

the son of Hugh, son of Owen (O'Conor).

The Rock of Lough Key (the fortress), was de-

molished by Donal O'Conor.

Manus O'Hanlon, lord of Orior (in Armagh),

had his eyes put out by his own kinsman, Niall,

son of Cu-uladh O'Hanlon, on Spy Wednesday.

Niall O'Hanlon, lord of Orior, was treacherous-

ly slain by the English of Dundalk.

The sons of the king of Offaley' received a great

defeat in battle by Andrew Bermingham and the

English of Meath.

William and Matthew Mac Giltinnen (in Fer-

managh), were slain by Henrj* Mac Gillfinnen, in

his own countiy.

A.D. 1322.

Matthew O'Heothaigh (or O'Hoey), bishop of

Conmaicne (or Ardagh), and Andrew Mac Maoi-

lin, head master of the ancient and modern, civil

and canon laws, died.

Luke O'Murray, archdeacon of Cloyne, died.

Murrogh, son of Giolla-na-neev O'Ferrall, lord

of Anally, was slain by his own brother, Seoinin

O'Ferrall, at Cluan-Lis-Beag.

Murtogh, son of Awlave O'FeiTall, was slain

the same day by his own kinsmen, Loughlui and

A.D. 1321.

1. King of Offaley. The O'Conors of Leinster were styled

kings and princes of Offaley, an extensive territory comprising a

great part of the present ICiiig's and Queen's counties, with part of

Kildare.

Robert ; and Loughlin, the son of Awlave O'Fer-

rall, was aflenvards slain by Seoinin.

Donogh, son of Donogh Mac Dermott, died.

Henry Mac Gillfinnen, chief of Muintir Peoda-

chain (in Fermanagh), was slain by the sons of

Awlave Mac Guire.

Gilbert O'Kellj', lord of Hy Maine, died.

Mulrooney Mac Dermott was taken prisoner by

Conor, son of Teige O'Conor, and by the people

ofthe house of Cathal O'Conor, at Clooncumuisg

;

and they plundered the iovm.

Rickard Benningham, lord of Athenry, died.

Brj-an O'Brien (of Thomond), gave the Eng-
hsh a very great defeat.

Giolla-na-neev, son of Geoffi-ey, son of Giolla-na-

neev O'Ferrall, assumed the lordship of Anally.

Wilham Liath (the Grey) Burke, the son of

WilUam More, died.

Mulrooney, son of Gillcreest, son of Conor, son

of Cormac, son of Tomaltach (Mac Dermott), of

the Rock, lord of Moylurg, died ; and Maurice,

son of the coarb, died.

Osgar, son of LoghUn Mac Guire, was slain by

Cathal O'Rourke.

Petrus O'BreisIen, chief Brehon (or judge) of

Fermanagh, died.

Fingin O'Cassidy, head physician of Ferma-

nagh, died.

Fergal Roe Mac Gauran and GioUaisa Mac
Gauran were slain by the sons of Awlave Mac
Guire.

A.D. 1323.

Giolla Aiinin O'Casey, erenach of Cluan-da-

rath,' died.

Cah'pre-an-sgregain, king of IVIeath, son of Cor-

mac O'Melaghlin, king of Meath, was killed by

Donal O'Mulloy.

Maolmordha Mac Geoghegan (in Westmeath),

died.

Seoinin O'Ferrall (in Longford) was slain by

the sons of John O'Ferrall.

A. D. 1323.

1. Cluan-da-rath,no-w probably Clondra, in the parish of Kil-

lashee, near the Shannon, in the county of Longford, where there

are some ruins of an ancient church. The Erenachs, as already
explained, were managers of church lands.

Q
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O'Hara, that is, Fergal (in Sligo), was killed by
O'Conmachain, one of his own people.

Roderick Mac Mahon, son of the lord of Orgiall

(Monaghan), and Malachy O'Seganain and Mac
Maoilduin, were slain by Cathal O'Rourke at

BelathaconaiU (Ballyconnell in the county of

Cavan).

Niall, son of Niall Cam (O'Reilly), was slain

by Loghlin and Malachy O'Reilly.

Bermingham and the English marched with a

great army to Coill-na-namas (in Longford), to

attack Donal, son of John O'Ferrall, on which

expedition the Cepach and the Calvach, with

many other English, were slain.

Maoknedha, daughter of Mac Tiarnan, and

wife of Bryan Mac Gauran (in Cavan), died.

GUIpatrick O'Duigenan, chief historian of Con-

maicne (in Leitrim), and Luke, his son, were

kdled by Conor, son of Garvey Mac Guire ; and

Loghhn, son of Owen O'Daly, was slain by the

sons of Hugh Buidhe O'Neill.

Geoffirey, son of Giollaisa O'Daly, was slain by

Bryan, son of Roderick O'Conor.

A.D. 1324.

Cathal (O'Conor), king of Connaught, son of

Donal, son ofTeige, son of Bryan, son of Andrew,

son of Bryan Luighneach, son of Torlogh More,

the most celebrated man for courage, goodness,

and great prosperity of any in his time, was slain

by Torlogh O'Conor in Tu' Briuinof the Shannon

(in Roscommon) ; and the son of Donal, that is,

Malachy, son of Torlogh Cnuic-an-Madhma, son

of Donal Oge, tanist of Tirconnell, after he had

been expelled by O'Donnell, that is by Hugh, son

of Donal Oge, together with Gillcreest Oge Mac
Donogh, and many others, were slain there by

Cathal O'Conor ; and Torlogh after that assumed

the government of Connaught.

Rannall Oge Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir

Eoluis (in Leitrim), was slain.

WilUam Burke, son of William More, died.

A.D. 1325.

1

.

Loch Laoghaire was part of Lower Lough Erne in the barony
of Lurpt, on the borders of Fermanagh and Tyrone.

2. The O'Mulbrennans or O'Mulrenans are given by O'Dugan
as cliiefs of Clan Conor in Roscommon. Manannan here mentioned
was Manannan Mac Lir or Son of the Sea, a celebrated Danan

Teige O'Rourke and Tiarnan Mac Rourke were

taken prisoners by the sons of Matthew O'Reilly,

and were delivered to Mac Mahon, by whom they

were put to death in revenge of the death of his

son Roderick.

Donogh Mac Gilpatrick, lord of Ossory, died.

Bryan O'Reilly and Gilcreest (O'Reilly), were

slain by O'Rourke's people.

A. D. 1325.

Donal, son of Bryan O'Neill, lord of Tyrone,

died at Lough Laoghaire.'

Cu-uladh, son of Donal, son of Bryan O'Neill, a

worthy heir to the lordship of Tyrone, was slain by

the sons of Niall, son of Bryan, his fathei-'s brother.

Gilcreest, the chaplain of Mac Dermott, and

Brj-an O'Gara, died.

Malachy O'Flanagan, chief of Tura (in Fer-

managh), was slain by the sons of Dermod
O'Flanagan.

Dermod O'Mulbrenan,^ the Manannan of the

chiefs of Connaught in his time, died.

Thomas O'Coinderi (O'Connery or O'Conry),

dean of Brefney (diocese of Kilmore), died.

The sons of Torlogh O'Brien (of Thomond),

defeated the sons of Bryan Roe ; and Bryan, the

son of Mahon O'Brien, and many others were

slain.

Rannall O'Higin, and Nicolas, son of the coarb

of St. Moeg (abbot of Drumlane in Cavan),

died.

Raghnailt, daughter of Andaidh O'Reilly (in

Cavan), and wife of Donogh Mac Brady, died.

Donogh Mac Kenny was slain in the church of

Mac Mahon (in Monaghan).

A.D. 1326.

Luirint (or Laurence) O'Lachtnan, bishop of

Elphin, died, and John O'Feenaghty was elected

to the see.

Richard Burke, that is, the Red Earl, lord of

merchant, and one of the first navigators m the west of Europe,

from whom the Isle of Mann took its name. An account of Manan-
nan may be found in O' Flaherty's Ogygia. This O'Mulbrennan

is here designated Manannan, because he was the chief naval

commander in Connaught.
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Ulster and of the greater part of Connaught, the

chief of all the English of Ireland, died in the

latter end of summer.

Ivar Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir Eoluis, was

slain by his own kinsmen.

Nicol O'Heyne (of Galway), Torlogh Mac An-
chaoich and Torlogh Mac Mahon (in Monaghan),

died.

O'Rourke (Ualgarg) plundered Moy Inis,'

where Geoffrey Mac Cafrey was slain by Cathal

O'Rourke.

Donal Cairbreach Mac Carthy defeated Mac
Thomas (Fitzgerald), and the English of Munster

;

and many knights were slain.

Awlave Mac Guire (in Fermanagh), died.

A.D. 1327.

Flaherty Mac Guire, lord of Fermanagh, died.

Gormley, daughter of Mac Dermott, and wife

for some time of Manus, son of Donal O'Conor,

tanist of Connaught, afterwards wife of Conor

O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, and lastly wife of

Fergal O'Hara, lord of Lieney, distinguished for

her hospitality and nobleness, died after the vic-

tory of repentance.

Malachy Riavach, son of Donal, son of Teige

O'Conor, died of the small-pox.

Fergal, son of Ualgarg O'Rourke (in Leitrim),

Cuilen O'Dempsey (in Kildare), and Sabina,

daughter of Mac Egan, died.

A great war arose between the king of England'

and his queen, who was the daughter of the king

of France ; and she dethroned the king ; and her

son assumed the sovereignty against his father

in his seventeenth year, at his mother's instigation,

and was crowned by the council (or parliament) of

England.

A.D. 1326.

1. JWo»/mnis, now called the parish of Inismacsaint in Fermanagh,
where a monastery was founded Ijy St. Nennidh m the sixth cen-

tury, on an island in Lough Erne.

A.D. 1327.

1. King of England. Edward II. was married to Isabella,

daughter of Philip le Bel, king of France. The queen and her
favourite, Roger Mortimer, earl of March, having joined the fac-

tious barons of England in a rebellion against the kuig, deposed

and imprisoned him in Berkly castle, where he was put to deatli,

and his son, then only in the fifteenth year of his age, was
proclaimed king of England as Edward III., on the 24th or

2oth of January, A. D. 1327, according to the chronology of sir

Harris Nicholas.

Edward III., was proclaimed king of England

on the 25tli of Januaiy.

The king of Scotland'^ came to Ireland.

A war broke out between the O'Rourkes and

the O'Reillys ; and the castle of Lough Uachtar'

was burned by Cathal O'Rourke, who abandoned

it for a i-ansom of cattle.

Gilcreest Dall Mac Rannall (in Leitrim), was

put to death by O'Maolmiadhaigh, in his own
bed.

The small-pox raged through Ireland, of which

"•reat numbers died.

A.D. 1328.

O'Cridagain, bishop of Brefney (Kilmore),

died.

Thomas O'Malley, bishop of Annaghdune (in

Galway), died at Rome.

Mam-ice O'Gibellain, head ma!5ter of Ireland in

the ancient and modern canon and civil laws, a

trul}^ learned philosopher, a genuine poet, a canon

of the chapter o.*'Tuam, Elphin, Achoniy, Killala,

Annaghdune, and Clonfert, an official (or vicar

general), and general Brehon (or judge) of the

archbishoprick, cbed.

Giolla-na-naingeal) (servant of the Angels),

O'TaichUdh (or O'Tully), archdeacon of Insi,'

died.

jMalachy O'Reilly, lord of Muintir Maolmordha

(county of Cavan), having been wounded and

taken prisoner by the Enghsh of Meath, who

received hostages for his release, afterwards died

in his own house.

GioUa Adamnan O'Firghil (or O'Freel), the

coarb of Adamnan (abbot of Raphoe), died.

Awful thunder and lightning occurred in the

summer of this year, by which the vegetation and

2. The King of Scotland at this time was Robert Bruce, who
had come to Ireland, as already stated, in the year 1317, to support

his brother Edward Bruce, but our historians give no account of

the second visit of king Robert Bruce to Ireland.

3. Lough Ouijr/ffer, a large lake between the towns of Cavan and

Killeshandra, in the county of Cavan. On an island in this lake

the O'Reillys had a strong castle which was called the Castle of

Clough Oughter, of which some ruins still remam. In this castle

the celebrated Owen Roe O'Neill, general of the northern Irish in

the Cromwellian wars, died in November, 1049.

A.D. 1328.

1 . /«.<ti was probably Devenish Abbey on an island in Lough

Erne, where, according to Archdall's Monasticon, the O'Tullys

were erenaehs.

Q 2
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iruit of Ireland were extensively destroyed, and

the corn blighted.

An epidemic disease prevailed throughout Ire-

land, called Slaodan,'^ which continued on every

person seized by it for three or four days, and

proved almost fatal to them.

William Burke, that is, the Brown Earl, the son

of sir John the earl, who was the son of the Red
Earl, came to Ireland.

Donogh Roe O'Gara (in SUgo), and five others

of his name were slain.

Conor Mac Branan, heir to the chieftaincy of

Corcachlan (in Roscommon), was slain by the

people of Anally.

Walter Burke marched with a force into Con-

naught, and plundered many of the immediate

friends of Torlogh O'Conor, king of Connaught.

Sir John Bermingham,^ earl of Louth, the most

valiant, powerful, and hospitable baron of the

English of Ireland, was treacherously slain by his

own people, viz., the English of Oriel (Louth)
;

and many of the English and Irish along with him

were also slain, among whom was the blind O'Car-

roll, that is, Mulrooney, who was the chief minstrel

of Ireland and Scotland in his time.

Biyan, son ofTomaltagh Mac Donogh (in Sligo),

was slain by Brj'an, son of Teige Mac Donogh.

The earl of Ulster, together with Torlogh

O'Conor, king of Connaught, and Murtogh

O'Brien, king of Munster, marched with a great

army against Biyan Ban (the Fair) O'Brien, by
whom they were defeated ; and Conor O'Brien, a

worthy heir to the crown of Ireland for his per-

sonal figure, wisdom, hospitality, and nobleness,

was slain on that exnedition, together with eighty

of the chiefs and common soldiers.

2. Slaodan signifies a cough or cold ; hence this disease appears

to have been an epidemic cold or influenza.

3. Sir John Bermlngham. A great contention arose at this

time amongst the English families of Louth, as the Berniinghauis,

Gernons, Savadges, &c., and a battle was fought between them on
Whitsun Eve, the 10th of June, as mentioned by Mac Geoghegan
and others, at Ballibragan (probably Balbriggan), in which 160, or

according to others 200 of the English, were slain, amongst wliom
were John Bermingham, earl of Louth, his brother Pierce, and
many others of his kindred, and Richard Talbot of Malahide, &c.

4. Mac Geoghegan. Tliis battle, in which the English forces

met such a tremendous defeat, was fought near Mullingar, the day
before the feast of St. Lawrence, namely, the yth of August. The
Irish clans were commanded by William JIac Geoghegan, lord of

Kinel Fiaeha, a large territory in Westmeath, comprising the pre-
bcnt baronies of Moycashel and Rathconrath. The English forces

were commanded by lord Thomas Butler, the Petits, Tuites,

Teige, son of Torlogh O'Conor, was slain by

Dermod O'Gara.

An appointed meeting was held between Walter

Mac William Burke and Gilbert Mac Costello on

the one side, and Mulrooney Mac Dermott,

Tomaltagh his son, Tomaltagh Mac Donogh and

the chiefs of Clan Mulrooney (in Roscommon) on

the other side ; and an engagement took place, in

which Mac Dermott defeated Walter and Gilbert,

with their people.

Donogh Gallda, son of Donal O'Conor, was

slain by Hugh, son of Teige, son of Malachy, son

of Manus (O'Conor).

Matthew Riavach Mac Gafridh was slain by

Muintir Gearadhain (In Leitrim).

Ivar Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir Eoluis, was

slain by the sons of Gilcreest Mac Rannall.

Duvesa, daughter of O'Ferrall, and wife of Mac
MiuTogh of the mountain, died.

Edina, daughter of Mac Mahon, and wife of

Mac Guire (in FeiTnanagh), died.

Duvesa, daughter of O'Helighe (or O'Hely),

and wife of Donal, son of Teige O'Conor, died.

Murtogh O'Brien and the Clan Cuilein (Mac

Namaras of Clare), marched with their forces to

attack Bryan O'Brien a second time, but Mur-

togh was defeated, and Conor O'Brien, Donal of

the Donals, and Mac Namara, with many others

were slain.

Mac Geoghegan'' gave a great overthrow to the

English, in which three thousand five hundred of

the English, together with the D'Altons, and the

son of the vain-glorious knight, were slain.

Awlave Mac Finevar (in Leitrim), was slain by

Cathal O'Rourke.

D'Altons, Delamers, Tyrrells, Nangles, &c. In Pembridge's

Annals, quoted by Mac Geoghegan in his History of Ireland,

(Duify's edition, p. 322), Pemliridge says, "The same year on the

eve of St. Laurence, lord Thomas Butler marched with a great

army towards Ardnorcher, and met there lord Thomas Mac Geo-
ghegan. The lord Thomas Butler and many besides were killed, to

the great loss of Ireland." Amongst the English captains killed

Pembridge enumerates John, Roger, and Thomas Ledwich ; John
and David Nangle ; Miler and Simon Petit; Nicholas and John
White ; James Tyrrell ; John Warringer ; Peter Kent ; and Wil-

liam Freyne, with 140 other leaders whose names are unknown.
On this battle Henry Marleborough in his chronicle says, " Lord

Thomas Butler and divers other noblemen were slain by Mac
Geoghegan and the Irish near Molingar." Mac Geoghegan was
named William Gallda, from havmg defeated the English. See

his death, at A. D. 1332.
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A.D. 1329.

Augustin, abbot of Lisgabhal' on Lough Erne,

died.

Cathal, son of Donal O'llourke, a worthy heir

to the lordship of Brefney, was slain by the sons

of John O'Ferrall and the English of Meath, and

many others with them, in the house of Richard

Tuite, at the monastery of Fobhar.^

Murtogh, son of Donal O'Conor, lord of Car-

bury (in Sligo), and a worthy heir to the kingdom

of Connaught, died.

Cathal, son of Hugh, son of Owen O'Conor, was

forcibly expelled from the Feadha, and from Tir

Maine (in Roscommon and Gahvay), by the

O'Kellys and the people of Ily Maine, at the

instigation of Walter Burke,

A great contest arose between Torlogh O'Conor

and the Clan Mulrooney (Mac Dermotts) ; and

much devastation was committed on both sides.

A depredation was committed by Tomaltach

Mac Dermott on Dermod O'Flanagan, chief of

Clan Cathail (in Roscommon).

Aine, daughter of Fergal O'Reilly, and wife of

Tomaltach Mac Dermott, died.

Teige, son of Torlogh, son of Mahon O'Conor,

was slain by O'Gara (in Shgo), and by the people

of Artagh.

Mac William Burke and the earl of Ulster

made peace with Mac Thomas (Fitzgerald).

Dabac Don Mac WiUiam (Burke), a noble

knight of great affluence, died.

Donogh Mac Gilpatrick (of Ossory), was slain

by the earl of Ulster.

Maolisa Donn Mac Egan, Ard Ollamh^ (or

chief professor) of Connaught, died.

The crops remained unreapeduntil after Michael-

mas throughout Ireland, in consequence of wet

weather.

A.D. 1329.

1. LiosGabltail, DOW Lisgoolenear Eiiniskillen,in the county of
Fermanagh, where there was a celebrated abbey endowed by the
Mac Guires.

2. Fohhnr, now Fore in Westmeath, where a monastery was
founded for canons regular in tlie seventh century, by St. Feicliin

;

it afterwards became a Benedictine monastery, and a great college

being established there, it was for many centuries a celebrated seat
of learning and religion, and also a bishop's see.

3. Ardollamh signifies a chief professor; and as the Mac Egans
were hereditary 13rehons in Munster and Connaught, it is probable
that this Mae Egan was a professor of the Brehon laws.

A.D. 1330.

1. Fiodhanatha signifies the wood of the ford, now called

A.D. 1330.

Maolisa O'Coinel, the coarb of Drumcliff (in

Sligo), died.

Benedict O'Flanagan, prior of Kilmore of the

Shannon, died.

Manus, son of Hugh Breifnach O'Conor, was
slain by Cathal, son of Hugh, son of Owen
O'Conor, at Fearan-na-Darach (or the Land of

the Oak), and Simon Mac-an-Failgidh was slain

along with him.

Giolla losa Roe O'Reilly, lord of Muintir

Maolmordha, and of all Brefney for a long period,

died at an advanced age, after gaining the palm of

victory over the world and the devil, and was

buried in the habit of a Franciscan friar in the

monastery of Cavan, of which he was the original

founder.

Malachy Mac Cormac, a wealthy landed jjro-

prietor, died.

Ualgarg O'Rourke marched with a great force

to Fiodh-an-atha,' where he was met by the

English of the town, who defeated his people and

slew Ai-t O'Rourke, heir to the head lorship of Bref-

ney, Roderick Mac Gauran, and many others.

Torlogh O'Conor, king of Connaught, attacked

Walter Mac Wilham Burke in his camp at Leag-

moy- in Moylurg, and routed him thence to Cair-

the Liag Fada ; Gilbert Mac Costello, then lord

of Slieve Lugha, came with all his forces to aid

Mac William, and Tomaltach Mac Donogh with

his people also came to assist Mac ^A'illiam, having

turned against O'Conor ; their combined forces

attacked O'Conor, and a great battle M'as fought

between them, until they came as far as Ath Disirt

Nuadan, where Donogh, son of Donal, son of

Mahon (or Mac Mahon), Mac GiUa Comdhain,

and a few of O'Conor's people were slain at the

ford; O'Conor with the chiefs of his people es-

Finae, atown in Westmeath, situated on the river between Loughs

Sheelin and Kinale, which separates the counties of Cavan and

Westmeath. This battle was severe and long contested, and great

numbers were slain on both sides. The English were commanded by

the lord justice sir Anthony Lucy.

2. Leaginoigh, in Moylurg, in the barony of Boyle, county of

Roscommon. Calrthe Liag fada, on the borders of the baronies

of Costello and Gallen, county of Mayo. SUeve Lugha, a large

district in the barony of Costello, county of Mayo, and extending

into the barony of Coolavin, county of Sligo, of which Mac Cos-

tello was lord. The Tuatha or Districts, a large territory in the

baronies of Ballintobber and Roscommon, county of Roscommon,

in which Sliabh Baghna, now Slieve Bawn, was situated. Kill

Lnmad, a parish in the barony of Boyle, county of Roscommon.
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caped from them until they came as far as the

Tuatha. Mac William pitched his camp at Kill

Lomad in the neighbourhood of O'Conor ; the

forces of Connaught, both English and Irish, who
had joined him, were collected by ]\Iac William

for the purpose of having himself appointed king

of Connaught, and he was then prepared to depose

O'Conor ; when Mac Dermott got intelhgence of

this, he tiu-ned against Mac William, and, taking

O'Conor's part, amicable terms and peace were

concluded between both parties.

Conor, son of Teige, son of Bryan, son of An-

drew, son of Bryan Luighneach (O'Conor), gave

the people of Dartry (in Leitrim), a great defeat,

and slew many of them.

Torlogh O'Conor, with a few of his chiefs

waited on William Burke, the Brown Earl, to

obtain his aid against Mac William.

Bryan, son of Gilcreest Mac RannaU (in Lei-

trim), was slain by Teige Mac Rannall.

Hugh and Dermod, the sons of Murrogh O'Fer-

rall (in Longford), were slain by Hugh O'Ferrall.

Petrus, the son of the coarb of St. Moeg (abbot

of Dnunlane in Cavan), was slain by the English

of Kells.

A.D. 1331.

The coarb of St. Cailhn,' that is, Giolla-na-neev

Mac Cele, died in the monastery of Maothla.

Mulrooney Mac Dermott, lord of Moylurg,

having abcUcated his lordshij), assumed a monastic

habit in the monastery of Boyle, and Tomaltach

Mac Demiott, his son, succeeded to the lordship

on the 7th day of May.

Fergal, son of Malachy Carrach Mac Dermott,

was slain by Teige, son of Cathal, son of Donal
O'Conor.

Walter Mac WilUam Burke marched with a force

A. D. 1331.

1. ConrhofSt. CaiUii, that is abbot of Fenagh, in Leitrim.
Tlie monastery of Maotlila was tliat of Moliill, also in Leitrim.

A.D. 1333.
1. KiUornn was probably Killora, in the diocese of Kilmae-

dua<rli in the county of Galway, a parisli wliich is attached to the
arclideaconry. Tliere is also Oran, in the county of Roscommon,
where there was an ancient church founded by St. Patrick, and
there is a parish called Killoran, in the county of Sligo.

2. Earl of Ulster. William de Burgo, earl of Ulster, was

into Moylurg and plundered the entire country,

excepting its churches, to which he extended pro-

tection and respect. Tomaltach Mac Dermott

with his party attacked them, but was repelled by

the English, who slew a number of his people
;

they at length made peace with each other, and

Walter left the country.

Myler Mac Geoghegan (of Westmeath), died.

MuiTogh Mac Mahon (in Monaghan), was slain

by John Mac Mahon and the English of the plain

of Oriel (Louth).

Thomas, son of Conchairge O'Flynn, died.

A. D. 1332.

Walter, son of sir William Burke, was taken

prisoner by the Brown Earl (Burke), and was

conveyed by him to the new castle of Inisowen (in

Donegal), where he afterwards died of starvation,

in the castle prison.

Tomaltach Mac Dermott and Mac William

(Burke), were defeated at Beirne-an-mil (in Ros-

common), by the son of the earl (Burke), and

Tomaltach Mac Donogh and many of their people

were slain.

William GaUda, son of Murtogh More Mac
Geoghegan, lord of Kinel Fiacha (in Westmeath),

died.

A.D. 1333.

Florent Mac Anoglaigh, archdeacon of Killoran,'

died.

William Burke, earl of Ulster,^ was slain by the

English of Ulster, and the English who perpetrated

that deed were put to death in an extraordinary

manner by the people of the king of England

;

some of them were hanged, others were slain, and

some were torn asunder to avenge his death.

murdered in June, 1333, in the 21st year of his age, at a place

called the Fords near Carrickfergus, in consequence of some family
quarrels, by his own people, headed by sir John Mandeville, who
was married to a lady of the de Burgos, the earl's relative. De
Burgos was married to Maud, daughter of Henry Plantagenet,
earl of Lancaster, grandson to king Henry III., and by her he
had a daughter Elizabeth, who was married to Lionel, duke of

Clarence, son of king Edward 111., who, in right of his wife, was
created earl of Ulster and lord of Connaught ; hence the title earl

of Ulster has been since that time retained in the royal family of
England.—Lives of Illustrious Irishmen, and Lodge's Peerage.
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Tomaltach Mac Donogh, son of Dermod, lord

of Tirerrill, the most eminent man for truth, friend-

ship, and protection of his time, died.

Felini O'Donnell, the most noble and honour-

able tanist to a lordship, a man of whom the Irish

had the highest expectations, died.

Gilbert Mac Costello was treacherously slain on

the floor of his own house by Cathal Mac Der-

mott Gall.

Hugh Mac Consnamha, chief of Muintir Kenny

(in Leitrim), died.

Nicholas Oge Mac Clancy was slain by the Co-

nacians, that is, by Torlogh O'Conor, king of Con-

naught, and by Tiarnan Mac Rom-ke ; and the

lordship of Brefney was given to O'Reilly.

Donogh, son of Hugh O'Kelly (in Galway),

was taken prisoner by Torlogh O'Conor, king of

Connaught.

A general pardon was proclaimed to the sons of

William Burke from the king of England.

Conor Mac Brenan, chief of Corcachlan (in

Roscommon), died.

Hugh, son of Donal Oge O'Donnell, lord of

Tirconnell, Kinel Moain, Inisowen, Fermanagh,

North Connaught, and Brefney, and heir to

the crown of all Ulster, the most dreaded and for-

midable to his enemies of any of the Irish in his

time, a man by whom most of the English fell,

and also of the Irish who were opposed to him

;

one whose government, laws, and regulations were

superior to any of his neighbouring chiefs, the

most distinguished man of western Europe for

hospitaUty and benevolence, died after gaining the

palm of victory over the world and the devil, in a

monastic habit, at Innis Samer,' and was buried

with great honours and solemnity in the monastery

of Eas Roe. Conor O'Donnell, his son, suc-

ceeded him, but a contention afterwards arose

between Conor and Art his brother, respecting the

lordship, until Ail was slain m a conflict by

Conor.

A.D. 1334.

All the Conacians both EngUsh and Irish

3. lyiis Saimer and Has Ruadli, as already explained in several

places, were names applied to Ballyshannon and its monastery.

See note on Tirconnell.

marched with a great army into Munster to at-

tack Mac Namara (of Clare), from whom they

took hostages, and reduced him to subjection ; a

party of these forces set fire to a church, in which

there were one hundred and eighty persons and

two priests, none of whom escaped from the

burning.

Ten of the people of Donogh, son of Malachy

Carrach Mac Dermott, were drowned on Lough

Techet (Lough Gara in Sligo).

Teige, son of Cathal, son of Donal O'Conor,

died.

Donogh Mac Consnamha, chief of Muintir

Kenny (in Leitrim), and Seonag, the son of

Murtogh More Mac Geoghegan, lord of Kinel

Fiacha (in Westmeath), and WilUam Mac Geo-

ghegan, died.

Conor Mac Branan died. John Mac Gilultan

was slain by Donal Mac Hugh.

A. D. 1335.

Fionguala, daughter of O'Brien, and wife of

Torlogh O'Conor, died.

John, son of Art O'Hara (in Sligo), was taken

prisoner by the son of the earl (Burke), who plun-

dered his people.

The sons of Donal O'Conor plundered the

people of Maurice Sugach (the Merry) Fitzgerald,

on which occasion the grandson of Maurice was

slain.

The Clan Maurice, in retaliation, plundered the

sons of Donal.

All the west of Connaught was laid waste by

Edmond Burke, who committed numerous evils

both by burning and slaying' on the son of the

earl (Burke), and on the Clan Rickard, after which

they made peace with each other.

Giolla-na-Naingeal O'Cassidy, chief physician

of Fermanagh, died.

A.D. 1336.

Triinnoit O'Naan, head professor in many

sciences, and in civil and canon law, died.

Tomaltach Gearr of the Plunders, 3Iac Der-

mott, lord of Moylurg, one who triumphed often

over his enemies, whose friendship, protection,

generosity, and hospitality excelled those of any
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of his tribe, died on the night of Trinity Sunday

in his own house at the port of the Rock (of

Lough Key near Boyle), and was buried with

honours in the monastery of Boyle. Conor, his

son, succeeded him in the lordship.

Theobald Burke Mac William, and Myler, the

son of Jordan Dexeter (in Mayo), died.

Owen O'Madden defeated the Clan Rickard

Burke, and many of their people were slain, viz.,

sixty-six in number.

The sons of Dermod Gall, and the son of Fehm
O'Conor, committed great depredations on the

Clan Costello (in Mayo), and Maidluc Mac Wail-

drin was slain while pursuing them.

Edmond Mac William Burke committed depre-

dations on the Clan Cathal (in Roscommon), on

which occasion Conor O'Flanagan and many other

persons were plundered ; and Malachy O'Flana-

gan was slain in the piu-suit of the prey on that

occasion, and a brother to Mac Anmilidh was af-

terwards taken prisoner by the pursuers, and was

retained as a hostage.

Conor Mac Dermott, lord of Moylurg ; Hugh,

son of Fehm, son of Hugh O'Conor, with the

household of O'Conor ; the Mac Donoghs ; and

Cormac, son of Roderick O'Conor, with the

young soldiers of Carbury (in Sligo), went on a

predatory excursion into Tireragh, and amved at

Mullach Ratha (near Easkey) ; the cattle of the

countiy were driven away before them, but they

however carried away with them much property,

many horses and steeds, and a gi'eat quantity of

valuable articles ; they also slew many people,

and returned safe to their own homes.

Dermod O'Flanagan, lord of Clan Cathail (in

Roscommon), died.

Torlogh O'Conor, king of Connaught, collected

all the light troops of the Tuatha, of Clan Cathail,

of Clan Conor, and of Moylurg (all clans of Ros-

common), to Artagh ; and the great castle of Mac
Costello (in Mayo) was taken and demolished by

O'Conor on that occasion, and the Ceitherv} who

gari-isoned the town, surrendered, on the guaran-

tee of Mac Dermott.

Donal, son of John, son of Donal O'Conor,

died.

A.D. 1336.

1. Ceithern, or kerns, were the light-armed troops of the Irish,

Niall, son of Conor, son of Teige (O'Conor),

was slain.

The monastery of St. Francis at Carraic-na-

Siuire (Carrick-on-Suir, county of Tipperary), in

the diocese of Lismore, was founded by James

Butler (earl of Ormond).

Mahon O'Reilly (lord of Clanmahon in the

county of Cavan), was slain by the Enghsh.

O'Mechan, the coarb of St. Molaise (abbot of

Devenish in Fermanagh), died.

A.D. 1337.

Lughaidh O'Daly, bishop of Clonmacnois, died

after a well-spent life.

Thomas, son of Cormac O'Donnell, bishop of

Raphoe, a man eminent for wisdom and piety,

died.

The Master O'Rothlain died.

William (Burke), son of the earl of Ulster, and

Brj'an Bane (the Fair) O'Brien, made peace with

each other, and the lands which he (Bryan) took

from the earl's son were set to him for rents.

The king of Connaught pitched his camp at

Athleague (in Roscommon), in opposition to Ed-

mond Burke.

John O' Fallon, lord of Clan Uadach (in Ros-

common), died.

Teige Mac Clancy, lord of Dartry (in Leitrim),

was slain by Cormac, son of Roderick, son of

Donal O'Conor, together with many others, in re-

taliation for the death of John, son of Donal

(O'Conor), and he (Cormac) afterwards committed

great depredations on Dartry ; and the son of Mau-

rice Mac Clancy was slain while pursuing the

plunder.

Teige and Malachy, the sons of Ivar Mac Ran-

nall, were taken prisoners by Cathal Mac Rannall,

who was soon after slain by the kinsmen of the

sons of Ivar, who went to rescue them, having

collected a great force, in conjunction with Wil-

liam Mac Mahon and the two other sons of Ivar

Mac Rannall, namely, Conor and Tomaltach

;

they also slew Manus O'Ferrall on the same day,

and Teige, the son of Ivar Mac Rannall, was

appointed chief.

and the galloglaochs, or gallowglasses were the heavy-armed

infantry.
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Donal Roe O'Malley (in Mayo), and Cormac,

his son, were slain by the sons of Mebric, and

others of the English, on the festival of St.

Stephen.

Matthew O'Higgin, a man eminent for poetry

and liberality, died.

Heniy Mac Martin was slain.

Donogh, son of Murtogh More Mac Geoghe-

gan, lord of Kinel Fiacha (in Westmeath) was

slain by the people of Offaley.

Hugh Reamhur (the Fat) O'Neill, made peace

with the people of Oriel and of Fermanagh.

Donogh More O'Dowd, tanist of Hy Fiachra

(in Sligo), died.

A. D. 1338.

Roderick-an-Einigh (the Hospitable), Mai

Guire, lord of Fermanagh, a man who, in making

presents of money, of clothing, of steeds and other

goods to the learned men and professors of Ire-

I. South Conrmught. The name Deiscirf Conocht, or South
Coniiauelit, often occurs in the course of the Annals, also some-
times called Unclitor Coniicht, or Upper Connaught, as North
Connaupcht is called TuaUcenrt Cotuicht, and sometimes lachtnr

Conacht, or Lower C'onnaudcht. The history and topography of

the counties of Sligo and Mayo have heen given in the note on

North Connaught, and in the present article will be given the his-

tory and topography of the ancient territories comprised in the

present counties of Roscommon and Galway, together with their

chiefs and clans, compiled from the books of Leacan and Bally-

mote, O'Dusran's Topography, O'Flaherty's Ogygia, O'Conor's

Rerum Ilihernicarum Scriptores, the Dissertations of Charles

O'Conor, de Burgo's Hibernia Dominicana, the Histories of Kea-
ting, O'Halloran, and Mac Geoghegan, County Surveys, and various

other sources. In the earliest ages the Firboigs, called also Fir

Domniaus and Damnonians, by O'Flaherty and others, were the

first inhabitants of Connaught, as already stated in the note on

North Connaught. The Firboigs are called by various writers

Belgce^ or Belgians, and, according to our ancient annalists, were
a colony originally from Scythia, or, according to others, came
from that part of Gaul which was called by the Romans Gallia

Belgica, now Belgium, and are supposed hy others to be the same
people as the Bclgfc of Britain. The colony called Tnath Dc
Damni^ already mentioned in the note on North Connaught, con-

quered the Firboigs, and became masters of Ireland. The Danans
are represented by our old annalists as originally Scythians, who
had settled some time in Greece, and afterwards migrated to Scan-
dinavia, or the countries now forming Norway, Sweden, and Den-
mark. From Scandinavia the Danans came to North Britain, where
they settled colonies, and from thence passed into Ireland. It

appears that the Danans were a highly civilized peo])le, far more
skilled in arts and sciences than any of the other ancient colonies

that settled in Ireland; hence from their great knowledge they

were considered as magicians by the Firboigs and Milesians.

O'Brien, in his learned work on the Round Tourers of Ireland,

considers that these beautiful structures were built hy the Danans,

for purposes connected with Pagan worship and astronomical ob-

servations, an opinion not improbable, when it is considered that

the Danans ruled in Ireland about two centuries, or one hundred

and ninety-seven years, according to the Psalter of Cashel, and

land, was the most liberal of all the Clan Mac
Guire in his time, died.

Donogh, son of Roderick O'Conor, was slain.

Edmund (Burke), the son of the earl of Ulster,

was taken prisoner by Edmond Burke (Mac W"\\-

liam) who tied a stone about his neck and drowned

him in Lough Mask (in Mayo). The destruction

of the English of Connaught and of his own race

was the consequence of that deed, for Torlogh

O'Conor, king of Connaught, soon after expelled

Edmund Mac WiUiam Burke out of Connaught,

after the country and churches in the west of

Connaught had been awfully destroyed between

them, and O'Conor then assumed the supreme

government of the entire country.

Edmund Burke afterwards collected a large fleet

of ships and boats, and remained for a long time

on the islands of the sea.

The English of Lieney and of Corran (in Sligo),

were plundered and dispossessed of their proper-

ties and power, which were transferred to the

were highly skilled in architecture and other arts, from their long

residence in Greece, and intercourse with the Phoenicians. The

Foiiioraigh or FomorUins, another ancient colony mentioned liy

the old annalists as settled m the northern parts of Ulster and

Connaught, are stated to have heen African or Phoenician pirates,

descendants of Ham, and are represented as a race of giants.

The term Fomaire is derived by O'Brien, in his Irish Dictionary,

from J'o(7A,plundering,and muir, the sea, and hence signifies pirates.

These various colonies, according to our annalists, settled in Ire-

land more than a thousand years before the Christian era. In

O'Flaherty's Ogygia (vol ii. p. 26), it is stated that Orbsen, a

chief descended from the Danans and Fomorians, was a famous

merchant, an<l carried on a commercial intercourse between Ire-

land and Britain, and that he was commonly called Mnnaiiniin,

on account of his frequent trading to the Isle of Mann, and that

he also got the name of Mac Lir, signifying the son of the sea,

from his being so expert a mariner. He was killed by Uillinn

Abradhrnaidh, or Uillinn of the Red Brows, another Danan chief,

in a battle in Connaught, at a place called, from that circum-

stance, Magh Uillinn, or the plain of Uillinn, now the barony of

MoycuUen, in the county of Galway. The lake near which this

bati;le was fought got the name Lough Orbsen, from the chief

Orbsen, who was killed there, and is now called Lough Corrib, in

the county of Galway. According to O'Flaherty, the lakes called

Lough Cime, now Lough Hacket, Lough Riach or Loughrea, and

some other lakes in the county of Galway, and also the river Sue,

between Roscommon and Galway, first began to flow in the time

of Heremon, son of Milesius ; iind Loch Ke, in Moylurg, near

Boyle in Roscommon, first sprung out in the reign of Tigeamraas,

monarch of Ireland, about nine centuries before the Christian era.

The territory of South Connaught, bounded on one side by the

Atlantic, anil on the other by the mighty Shannon, abounds in

sublime and beautiful scenery, magnificent lakes, as Lough Corrib

and many other.'!, in Galway; Loughs Key, Gara, Allen, and

many others, in Roscommon ; the Sue, and many other fine rivers;

majestic mountains, as Maam Trasna, Maam Turk, Maam Ban,

Slieve Baughta, and the twelve Pins of Benabola, in Galway
;

with immense ocean cliffs, large inlets, and bays, and many tine

islands, as those of Arran, &c., along the Atlantic coast. Amongst
the remarkable features of this country may be mentioned the
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ancient Irish inheritors, after the English had been

expelled.

Teige, son of Roderick, son of Cathal O'Conor,

who was called the Bratach righin (that is of the

firm Standard or Banner), was taken prisoner by

Thomas Mac Gauran (of the county of Cavan),

and many of his people were slain.

Mac Gauran (Thomas) went then to the house

of O'Conor, and on his return therefrom, the

Clan Murtogh (O'Conor of Sligo), and people of

Muintir Eoluis (in Leitrim), collected their forces,

took him prisoner, and slew many of his people.

Hugh-an-Chleitigh (of the Plumes), the son of

Roderick O'Conor, while commanding in the rere

of his forces, received a wound, of which he died.

Den-oill, daughter of Cathal Mac Murrogh, and

wife of Donogh, the son of Hugh Oge, died.

A. D. 1339.

Roderick O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, was slain

peculiarly wild and picturesque scenery of Connemara. In Ros-

common are many fine njount.iins, as tlie Curlews, Slieve Bawn,
and many others. Crunchan, in Connauglit, was celebrated from

tlie earliest ages, and nearly a tliousand years before the Christian

era, Muimne, monarcli of Ireland, son of Hereraon, is stated to

have died at Cruachan. Cruachan, or Croaghan, was situated

near Elphin, in the county of Roscommon, and according to Char-

les O'Conor, was also called Druim na n-Dmadh, or the Hill of

the Druids, being a great seat of Druidism. Cruachan became

tlie capital of Connaught, and residence of the ancient kings
;

and the states of Connaught held conventions there, to mal<e laws

and inaugurate tlieir kings. Eochaidli Feidhliocli, monarch of

Ireland, about a century before tlie Cliristian era, erected a royal

residence and a great ratli tliere, called R/ith Cruachan, which got

its name from Cruachan Croidheirg, his queen, motlier of Meadhbh.

This Meadhbli or Meava, was queen of Connaught, and a cele-

brated heroine, who, like the ancient queens of the Amazons, com-

manded her own forces in person, in the seven-years' war with

the Red-branch Knights of Ulster, an event famous in the Tain-

bo-Cuailgne, and other ancient records. Meava is represented in

her gilded war-chariot, surrounded by several other chariots, and

wearing on her head her ^wJOH, or golden crown. At Cruachan

was the burial-place of the pagan kings of Connaught, called

Reilig na Rioyli, or the Cemetery of the Kings. The heroic

Uatlii, the last pagan monarch of Ireland, liaving carried his vic-

torious arms to Gaul, and being killed by lightning at the foot of the

Alps, A.D. 429, his body was brought to Ireland by his soldiers,

and buried in Reilig na Riogh, and a large red pillar-stone erected

over his grave, which remains to this day. Datlii was nephew to

the famous warrior, Niall of the Nine Hostages, monarch of Ire-

land, and, like him, made war on the Romans in Gaul and Britain.

Datlii's name was Fercdach, but he got the appellation Dathi

from his great activity, as the word Dathi or Dallie signifies

agility, and he is represented to have been so expert in the use of

his arms and handling his weapons that, if attacked hy an hun-

dred persons at the same time, all discharging their arrows and

javelins at him, he would ward off every weapon by his dexterity.

A beautiful poem, giving an account of the kings and queens

buried at Cruachan, was composed by Torna Eigeas (Torna the

by Cathal, son of Hugh, son of Owen O'Co-

nor, while going from O'Conor's house to his

own.

Thomas Mac Gauran was set at liberty by the

Clan Muircheartaigh.

Hugh Reamhar O'Neill marched with a great

force into Tirconnell, and the son of John O'Neill

and Geoffrey O'Donnell, of those forces, were slain

by the people of O'Dogherty.

Edmoiul Mac William Burke, who was on the

islands of the sea with his fleet, was expelled to

Ulster, by Torlogh O'Conor, king of Con-

naught.

Torlogh O'Conor took to him (as wife) the

daughter of Torlogh O'Brien, who was the wife

of the earl of Ulster's son, and put away Dervoil,

the daughter of Hugh O'Donnell.

A great war arose throughout Meath, between

the English and the Irish.

The church of Kilronan (in Roscommon), was

erected by Fergal Muinach O'Duigenan.

Learned), chief bard to the monarch Niall of the Hostages, in the

fifth century, commencing thus

:

" Ata fudsa ri fionn hh-fear Fail,

Dathi, mac Fiachrach, fear graidh,

A Cruacha, ro cheilis sin

Ar Ghalluibh, ar Ghaoidhealuibh."

" Under thee lies the fair king of the men of Fail,

Dathi, son of Fiachra, man of fame,

O ! Cruacha, thou hast this concealed

From the strangers and Gaels !"

This last line is, literally, from the Galls and Gaels, the word Gaels

meaning the Irish themselves, and the term Galls being applied

by the Irish to all foreigners, as the Gauls, Danes, English, tec.

In the above Ireland is called Fail, as Inls Fail, signifying the

Island of Destiny, was the name given to Ireland by the Tuath
de Danans, from a remarkable stone they brought with them into

Ireland, which was called the L'la Fail, or Stone of Destiny,

sitting on which, the ancient kings, both of the Danan and Mile-

sian race, were for many ages crowned at Tara. This stone was
sent to Scotland in the sixth century, for the coronation of Fergus,

king of Scots, who was descended from the Milesian kings of Ire-

land, and was used for many centuries at the coronation of the

Scottish kings, and kept at the abbey of Scone, from whence it

was taken to England by King Edward I., when he invaded Scot-

land, and placed under the coronation chair in Westminster Abbey,

where it still remains, though it has been erroneously stated in

some modern publications, that the large pillar stone which
stands on the mound or rath at Tara is the Stone of Destiny, an

assertion opposed to the statements of O'Flaherty, the O'Conors,

and all other learned antiquarians. It may be here observed,

that three of the Tuath de Danan queens, namely, Eire, Fodhia,

and Banba, gave their names to Ireland, which is mentioned by

the various old writers under the names Fodhia, Saiiba, and

Eire, and from Eire has been derived the name Eirin. According to

the poem of Torna Eigeas, the following were the kings and queens

buried at Cruachan : the three queens of tlie Danans, Eire, Fodhia,

and Banba, and their husbands, Mac Coill, Mac Cecht, and Mao
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A.D. 1340.

HE monastery of Oirbeal-

aigh' at Carraic-an-Chuil,

at the eastern end of Lough

Lein, in the diocese of Ard-

fert, in Munster, was found-

ed for Franciscan friars by

Mac Carthy, and many of

the nobihty of the country

selected their burial-places in that monastery,

and amongst these were O'SulUvan More and the

two O'Donoghoes.

Greine, tbe three Danan kings ; also Luirliaidh Latiihfada,

Daghda, and Midir, three other celebrated kings of the Danans
;

several Jlilesian kings and f|ueens, as Ugaine Mor, or Hugony
the Great, who was monarcli of Ireland more than three cen-

tnries before the Christian era ; liis daugliter, the princess

Jluireasc ; Cobhthach Caol, monarch of Ireland, and son of Hu-
gony ; Brea«, Nar, and Lothar, tbe three sons of Eochaidh
Feidhleach, monarch of Ireland, a short time before tbe Christian

era, and also his three daughters, namely, Meava, the famous

queen of Connaught, Deirlibre, and Clothra ; also Eochaidh

Aircamh, monarch of Ireland, and lirotber of Eochaidh Feidh-

leach ; the sons of Feidblimidli Reacbtmar, or Felimy the Law-
giver, who was monarch of Ireland in tbe second century, and

other kings, tbe descendants of Con Cead Catbach, with the

exce])tion of Art, monarch of Ireland, who was buried at Trevet,

in Meatb, and his son Cormac, the famous monarch of Ireland,

in the third century, who was buried at Ros-na-Riogh, now Ros-
naree, near Slane in Jleath ; and according lo the Book of Bally-

mote, at folio I4"2, it is stated that Cormac, who it appears bad
some knowledge of Christianity, gave orders that he should not be

buried at Brugh Boine, which was tbe cemetery of the pagan
kings, hut at Ros-na-Riogh, and that bis face should be towards

the rising sun. Bruijh Boine, the town or fortress of the Boyne,

was also a great cemetery of the pagan kings of Ireland, and
according to some antiquaries, was situated near Trim, but ac-

cording to others, more probably, at the place now called Stack-

alien, between Navan and Slane, in Jleath. In various parts of

the ancient kingdom of Meatb, in the counties of Meath, West-
meath, and Dublin, are many sepulchral viottnch, usually called

moats, of a circular form, and having the appearance of hillocks;

these are the sepulchres of kings, queens, and warriors, of the

pagan times ; there are several of these mounds of great size,

particularly along the banks of the Boyne, between Drogheda and

Slane, and one of them, at Newgrange, is of immense extent,

covering an area of two acres, and about eighty feet in height,

and was surrounded by a circle of huge stones standing upright,

many of which still remain. The interior of this mound is formed

of a vast heap of stones of various sizes, and a passage, vaulted

over with great flags, leads to the interior, where there is a large

chamber or dome, and in it have been found sepulchral urns, and

remains of human bones. Cairns, or huge heaps of stones, many
of which still remain on hills and mountains in various parts of

Ireland, were also in pagan times erected as sepulchres over kings

and chiefs. In the Books of Armagh and Ballymote, and other

ancient records, are given some curious accounts of tbe customs

used in the interment of tbe ancient kings and chiefs. Laoghaire,

monarch of Ireland in tbe fifth century, was buried in the ram-

part or rath called Rath Laoghaire, at Tara, with bis military

weapons and armour on bim, his face turned southwards, as it

were bidding defiance to bis enemies, the men of Leinster ; and

A contention arose between the people of Hy
Maine, namely, between Teige O' Kelly, to whom
Torlogh O'Couor, king of Connaught, gave the

government of Hy Maine, and Wilham, son of

Donogh IMuinach O'Kelly, who was expelled from

the country ; and although he had left it, Teige

O'Kelly, with his kinsmen and people, pursued

and overtook him ; William and his party at once

turned upon them, and an engagement ensued, in

which Donogh, the son of Hugh O'Kelly, was

slain, and Teige O'Kelly taken prisoner, after re-

ceiving wounds, of which he died.

Malachy O'Gormley, chief of Kinel Moain (in

Donegal), died.

The sons of Ualgarg O'Rourke, Donal, Hugh,

Eogan Beul, a king of Connaught in the sixth century, who was
mortally wounded at the battle of Sligeach or Sligo, fought with

the people of Ulster, gave directions that he should be buried

with his red javelin in bis hand, and his face towards Ulster, as

in defiance of bis enemies ; but the Clanna Neill, from Ulster,

came with a strong force and raised the body of the king, and
buried it near Lough Gill, with the face downwards, that it might
not be the cause of making them fly before the Conacians. Near
Lough Gill, in Sligo, are two great cairns still remaining, at which
place was probably an ancient cemetery ofsome of tbe kings of Con-
naught. After the introduction of Christianity the kings and
chiefs were buried in the abbeys, churches, and cathedrals ; for

instance, the monarch Brian Boroimhe, who was killed at Clon-

tarf, was buried in the cathedral of Armagh. The kings of Con-
naught in the Christian times were interred in the abbeys of

Clonmacnois, Cong, Knockmoy, Roscommon, &c. There are still

some remains of Reilig-na-Riogh at Cruachan, consisting of a

circular area ofabout two hundred feet in diameter, surrounded with

some remains of an ancient sione ditch, and in the interior are

heaps of rude stones piled upon each other, as stated in Weld's

Survey of Roscommon.
Bun Aengus, or the fortress of Aengus, erected on the largest

of the Arran islands off the coast of Galway, and situated on a

tremendous eliif overhanging the sea, consists of a stone work of

immense strength, of C(/c?o/)eoH architecture, composed of large

stones without cement : it is of a circular form, and capable of con-

taining within its area two hundred cows. According to O'Fla-

herty, in his Ogygia (V. II. p. 20.), it was erected by Aengus and

Concbobhar, two of the Firbolg kings of Connaught, about a cen-

tury before the Christian era, and was also called the Dun of
Concovar.

The Milesians are so constantly mentioned in the course of

these notes, that a short account of their colony may be necessary.

The Firbolgs, as already explained, were conquered by tbe colony

of Tuath De Danan, who ruled over Ireland about two centuries,

according to our annalists. The Milesians, according to Keating,

O'FIaherty, and the old annalists, were originally a colony from

Scythia, near the Euxine and Caspian seas, on tbe borders of

Europe and Asia, about the country now called the Crimea. These

Scythians, called by the Roman writers Celto-Scythce, were the

most ancient inhabitants in Europe after the deluge, and de-

scended from Japhet. The Celts peopled the greater part of

Europe in those early ages, and the chief nation of them were the

Gauls, or ancient uibabitants of France and Belgium. A Scythian

chief named Niul, the son of one of the kings of Scythia named
Feniusa Fearsa, liaving settled in Egypt, married the princess

Scota, daughter of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who was drowned

in the Red Sea. Niul had a son called Gaodhal ; hence his de-

scendants are called Gndelians or Gaels. These Gadelians being

afterwards expelled from Egypt, sailed back to Scythia, under

R 2
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Gilcreest, and Roderick, went on a predatory ex-

cursion against Catlial, son of Hugh Brefnach

(O'Conor), whom they plundered, and on the

same day they slew Conor, son of Donogh Ria-

the conduct of their chief Eibcr Scut or Eber the Scythian
;

hence they got tlie name Cineadh Scut, tliat is, the race of tlie

Scyths or Scythians, and tliis name was latinised to Scoti, and

anglicised Scots, all of wliich signify Scythians. Tlie Ciade-

lians or Scythians, again emii;rate<l from Scythia, and having

sailed through the Euxine or Black Sea, and the Egean or Ar-

chipelago, entered the sea now called the Mediterranean, which is

named by the Irish writers Miiir Toirrinn, and made settlements

on the coast of Africa, according to O'Flaherty, in Getulia, a coun-

try near ancient Carthage, and from thence sent a colony to Iberia

or Spain, who, landing there, defeated the race of Tulial, son of

Japhet, wlio then iniialiited that country. The Gadelians formed

settlements in that part of ancient Spain called Celtiberia, and

carried on wars a long time with the nati\es, under one of their

celebrated chiefs named Brcniinn, from whom the Gadelians or

Milesians got the name of Chiiiim Breof/riin, which people some

writers state to be the same as the Brigantes. A descendant of

Breogain named Gollamli, became king of Spain, and being a

famous warrior, got the name of MiUdh En.ipalne, which signi-

fies the Spanish hero, a name latinised Milesius, apd his posterity

were called Cluimn il/i/cnrf/i, a term anglicised to Milesians. This

Milesius having gone to Egypt as a military commander, married

Scota, daughter of the king of Egypt. The Milesians of Spain

sent a force under Ith, son of Breogain and uncle of Milesius, a

valiant warrior, to Eire or Ireland, hut he was killed by the Tuath

de Danans. After the death of Milesius, his sons having fitted

out a powerful fleet and large force for the invasion of Ireland,

and setting sail from the tower of Brigantia, which was erected

by Breogain near Corunna in Cantabria, landed at Inver Sceine,

now the bay of Kenmare in the county of Kerry, and the Taath

de Danans having collected their forces to oppose them, a great

battle was fought between them at Slieve Mis Mountain in Kerry,

where the Danans were defeated ; but Scota, the widow of Milesius,

was killed while commanding in the engagement, and was buried

in a valley on the sea sliore near Tralee. The commanders of the

Milesians were Heber, Heremon, and Ir, the sons of Milesius,

together with many other chiefs, who proceeded with their forces

towards Tara, and in another great battle fought at Tailten in

Meath, totally defeated the Danans, and became masters of Ire-

land. The island was divided between Heber, Heremon and Ir,

and another brother named Amergin, was appointed as chief

bard. The period of the arrival of the Milesians in Ireland is

placed by our ancient chronologists about a thousand years before

the Christian era. The descendants of Heremon, or the Heremo-
ninns, divided into various branches, became the kings and chiefs

of almost the whole of the ancient kingdoms of Meath, Ulster,

Leinster and Connaught. The race of Heber Fionn, or Heber the

Fair, called Heherians, became the kings and chiefs of Monster,

but some also of the race of Ith, uncle of Milesuis, called Ithians,

became kings and chiefs in Jliinster, and several of the race of

Heber were also monarchs of Ireland; but the race of Heremon
furnished hy far the greater number of the nmnarchs of Ireland.

The race of Ir, called Clnnim Riulhraldli, from Rudliraidh, one

of their ancestors, who was king of Ulster in early times, were
ehieily settled in Ulster, of whidi province they were kings for

many centuries, and several of tliem also monarchs of Ireland.

The /riajw or Clanna Rory, are mentioned by O'Connor and va-

rious writers, under the name o( Riidricians, and they continued

kings of Ulster to the fourth and tifth centuries, when they were
conquered by tiie Ileremouians, as explained in the notes on Ttr
Eogcdn, Tir Conu'dl and Orrjiidl. It may be observed here,

that the colonies of Firbolgs, Danans and Milesians, were all

originally Scythians or Celto-Scythians, and all spoke dialects of

the same language, namely, the Celtic, wdiieh was also the lan-

guage of the ancient Gauls and Britons. From the Milesians,

called also Scotl or Scots, as above explained, Ireland got the

name of Scotia ; and when a colony of the Milesian Scots from

vach, son of Manus, son of Murtogh Muinach,

together with many others ; and that was the first

conflict between the people of O'Rourke and the

Clan of Murtogh Muinach (O'Conor). Cathal,

Ireland, in the beginning of the third century, under an Irish

prince named Cairbre Riada, settled in that part of North Britain

which was called by the Irish Alba and Alhoin, and by the

Romans Caledon'iii, and conquered the Picts and Caledonians,

they became kings of the country, and gave it tlie name of Scotia

or Scotland, and from Ihe ancient Scottish kings of Irish Milesian

race were descended the kings of Scotland and the royal house
of Stewart. Besides those already enumerated, Ireland is men-
tioned under various names ; by the Greeks it was called lerne,

signifying the sacred Isle, as it was a great seat of Druidism, by
the Romans HibernUi, and by Plutarch Oyijijin, wliicli signifies

tlie ancient land ; in the Christian times it got the name Insula
Stinctoniin or the Island of Saints.

The Firbolgs having assisted the Milesians against the Danans,
were restored in a great measure to their former possessions, and
were located chiefly in Connaught, whicli was ruled over for many
centuries by Firbolg kings. According to Charles O'Connor, in

his Dissertations, the Cruithnidh or Picts were in early times set-

tled at Moy Naoi or Magh-Aoi, a territory wdiich comprised the

central parts of Roscommon, and were probably some of the

colony of Picts from North Britain, who had settled in Ulster,

in the present counties of Down and Antrim, as explained in the note
on Dalaradia. Geaiian, one of the earliest of the Flrholg kings, had
Connaught. Meava, the celebrated queen of Connaught already

mentioned, was married to Oilioll Fionn, a king of the Damnonian or

Firbolg race, and al'ter she had reigned over Connaught for ninety-

eight years, died in the one-hundred-and-twentieth year of
her age, about the beginning of the Christian era, as stated in

O'Flaherty's Ogygia (v. ii. p. 1.56.) In the first century the
Firbolgs, having formed a conspiracy to seize on the monarchy,
invited the Milesian kings and chiefs to a great assembly and
feast in Connaught, and having massacred a vast number of the

chiefs, they seized njion the sovereignly, and set up one of their own
race as monarch of Ireland, named Caifbre Ceann Cnit, or

Carbry Cat Head, so called, it is said, from his ears resembling

those of a cat. The place where the Milesian chiefs were mas-
sacred was called Magk Cnt, signifying the field of blood, and is

supposed to have been near Lough Con in Mayo. Cairbre Oann
Cait reigned from A.D. 90 to 9i. About thirty years after the
first insurrection of the Firbolgs, a second revolt took place, in

which, assisted hy the people of Ulster of the Clanna Kory,
the Heremonians were defeated in a great battle, and the

monarch Fiacha Finioladh was slain, A.D. \'2Q, and Elim, king, of

Ulster of the race of Ir, was made monarch. The Firbolgs engaged
in these rebellions are called by the ancient annalists Athach
Tiuitha, signifying according to Dr. O'Connor the giant race,

or according to O'Reilly, in his Dictionary, the plebeians. Tliis

word has been anglicised into Attacots, and the revolts of the
Firbolgs are called by diii'erent writers the Attacotic wars.

—

Tuathal Teachtmar, or Tuathai the Acceptable, son of the monarch
Fiacha Finnodhla, was forced to fly from the kingdom to North
Britain, but returned A.D. 130, and regained the kingdom from
the Firbolgs. Tuatlia! is celebrated as one of tiie greatest of the
Irish niouarchs for his wisdom and valour. On his return to Ireland,

he landed at lorras Doinlian,now Erris in Mayo, and, collecting

bis forces, defeated the Firbolgs in many battles in Connauglit, as

those of Diiniha Sealga, in Magh-Ai, a plain in Roscommon ; also

at the battle of (^rbsen near Lough Corrib in Galway, in which
Amergin the cliief of the Firbolgs was slain ; in the battles of
Umhall, now the barony of Marrisk, in Ceara, and at Cruachan
Aichle, now Croagh Patrick, all in Mayo; and at Magh Sleaght
in Brefney, now Fenagli in the county of Leitrim, and many
others, having according to the old annalists fouglit altogether

eighty-five battles for the recovery of the crown. The battle of
Magh Cruimhe. Lugliaidh Mac Con, a valiant prince of the

race of Ith, having been expelled from Monster liy Oilioll

Olum, who became king of Munster, and being banished to
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son of Hugh Brefnach, went in pursuit of his

phmdered property, and overtook the sons of

Ualgarg O'Rourke, on which a fierce engagement
ensued, in which Donal O'Roui-ke, one of the

Britain, projected an invasion of Ireland, and, assisted by the Bri-
tons and otiier foreiffn auxiliaries under the command of Beine
Briot, or Beine the Briton, who was one of the most famous warriors
of that age, and son of the kins of Wales, landed a powerful
army in Galway. Art, monarch of Ireland, aided by OilioU
Olum, king of Munster, who was his brother-in-law, and by
Forga, king of Connauglit, collected their forces, and fouaht a
great battle, long celebrated by the Irish annalists as most fierce

and bloody, in which the foreigners were at length victorious.

In this battle tlie monarcli Art was slain, together with Forga,
king of Connaiight, and also seven out of tlie nineteen sons of
Oilioll (Jlum, who were commanders in that engagement. After
this victory Lngliaidh Mac Con became monarch of Ireland. Tlie

battle of Miiycruimhe or Muerom, was fought A. D. 251), accord-
ing to O'Flalierty, near Atbenry, about eight miles from Galway.
The head of king Art was cut oif after the battle, near a brook or
pool, which from that circumstance was called Turloch Airt, a name
which O'Flaherty says it retained to his own day, and was si-

tuated between Aloyvolaand Killcornan.

In the third century Cormac, monarch of Ireland, the son of
the monarch Art, attacked Aodh or Hugh, the Firbolg king of
(Jonnaught, who had incurred his resentment, and according to

O'Flaherty totally defeated his forces in the battle of Magh Aoi
in Roscommon, upon •which the sovereignty of Connanglit was
taken from tlie Damnonian<, and transferred to the Milesians of

the race of Heremon. This .\odh or Hugh, the last king of the
Firbolgs, was son ofOarad, and succeeded Lughaidli, the son of

Firtri, as king of Connauglit, and was descended from Goll, the
son of Morna, the famous warrior, who was chief of the Clanna
Moma, celebrated warriors in Connaiight. Cairbre Liffeachair,

the son of Cormac, succeeded his father as monarch of Ireland,

and Fiach, son of Cairbre, snriiained Srabhtene, from Dun Srabli-

tene, in Connaught, where be was nurtured, became king of
Connauglit, and afterwards monarch of Ireland from A. D 290,
to A.D. 327. Muireadhach Tireach, or Murroch the Patriot,

son of king Fiach, succeded as king of Connaught, and was also

monarch of Ireland, from A.U. 3:S1 to A. D. 357. Eochaidh Muigh-
meadhoin, son of Muireadhach Tireach, became king of Con-
naught, and was also monarch of Ireland from A. D. 35S to

A. D. 3(iR.

Saint Patrick, in the course of his mission in Connauglit, as

already stated in the note on Brefney, and as given in his life by
Jocclin the monk, and in the tripartite life by Colgan, quoted in

O'Flaherty's Ogygia, having thrown down the temple of tlie

Druids at Moysleacht in Brefney, now Fenagh in Leitrini, on
which occasion he destroyed the great idol called Crom Cruach,
worshipped as a deity by the Druids, and wliich was made of a

large pillar stone, having its head formed of gold and silver, and
surrounded with twelve inferior lirazen idols, crossed the Shan-
non, and proceeding onwards into Connaught, came near the

royal palace at Cruachan, where he met the tvvo princesses, Ethne
and Feidhlimina, daughters of Laoghaire, then monarch of Ireland,

whom he converted to the Christian faith. In O'Flaherty's

Ogygia (vol. ii. pp. 293, 295), it is stated that si\ of the sons of

Bryan, king of Connaught, were converted and baptised, together

with many of the people, on the jilain of Moyseola, in Roscommon,
and that he erected a cliurch, called Domhnacii Mor, that is, the

great church, on the banks of Lough Sealga, now Lough Hacket,
and that on three pillar stones which had Iteen raised there in the

ages of idolatry, lie had tlie name of Christ inscribed in three

languages, on one of them Jesus, on the second Siiter, and on the

third Salratnr, with a cross over each, and also that Ono, a

grandson of Bryan, king of Connaught, made a present to St.

Patrick of his palace, called Inileach Ona, where St. Patrick

founded the episcopal see of Oilfinn or Eiphin, which obtained its

name from a spring well the saint had sunk there, and on the mar-
gin of which was erected a large stone ; and thus from Oil, which

worthiest heirs to the lordship of Brefney, and

many others, were slain, and Gilcreest O'Rourke

and Mac Consnamha were taken prisoners, after

the defeat of their people. Teige, son of Rode-

means a stone or rock, anifinn, which signifies fair or clear, the

name Oilfinn or Eiphin was derived, which meant the rock of the

lini|)id water. O'Flaherty states that this stone continued there

till bis own time, A. D. I()75, when it fell, on the 9th of October,

and the well was inclosed, attended with some remarkable cir-

cumstances, of ndiich O'Flaherty gives a curious account.

Connaught, in the seventh century, is described as follows, in

the poem called the Itinerary of Ireland, composed by Alfred,

king of Northumberland, wdio had been educated in Mayo, and a

translation of this poem was made by the translator of these An-
nals, from which is taken the following passage :

" I found in Conacht, famed for justice,

Affluence, milk in abundance,

Hospitality, lasting vigour, fame.

In tills territory of Cruachan of heroes."

In the ninth and tenth centuries Connaught was often ravaged by
the Danes and Norwegians, who destroyed its towns, abbeys, col-

leges, and churclies.

Eochaidh Muighmheadhoin, as already stated, was king of

Connaught and monarch of Irelan I, about the middle of the fourth

century. He was a lineal descendant of Con Ceadcatbach, or Con

of the Hundred Battles, monarch of Ireland in the second century,

of the race of Heremon. The name Muighmheadhain, pronounced

Moi/rnne, is derived from Muiijhe, the genitive ea^e of Magh, a

plain, and meadhoin, a cultivator; hence the name has been trans-

lated by Dr. O'Conor, in his puldication of the Annals of the Four

Masters, Eochlus eantporum Culior, that is, Eoehy the cultiva-

tor of plains.

Brian, one of the sons of Eochy Moyvone, who became king of

Connaught, and was killed in a battle at Damlicluan in Galway,

A. D. 403, was progenitor of the race called Hy Briuin or Hy
iJriw/ie, signifying the descendants of Brian. This Biian had

twenty-four sons, and his posterity possessed the greater part of

Connaught. Of the Hy Briuin race were the O'Conors, kings of

Connaught ; tlie O'Rourkes, princes of West Brefney, or Leitrim;

the O'Reillys, prim-es of East Brefney, or Cavan ; the Mac Der-

motts, princes of Moylurg in Roscommon ; the Mac Donaglis,

lords of Corran and TirerriU in Sligo ; the Mac Oiraghtys, some-

times styled head chiefs of Siol Murray, and lords of Clan Tomal-

tacb, &c. in Roscommon ; the O'Malleys, lords of Umalia in

Mayo ; the O'Flahertys, lords of West Connaught in Galway
;

the O'Brenans or Mac Brenans, the O'Beirnes, the O'Donnellans,

O'Klynns, O'Flanagans, O'Feanaghtys, O'Concanans, O'Monagh-

ans,'0'Murrays, (J'Hanleys, and O'Hallorans, Mac Manuses,

chiefs in Roscommon and Galway ; the O'Malones, chiefs in

Westmeath ; the Mae Consnamhas or Fords, chiefs of Muintir

Kenny in Leitrini ; the Mac Gaurans, Mac Tiarnans or Mac Ker-

nans, the JIac Bradys, O'Sheridans, and some other chiefs and

clans in Cavan ; also the Mae Hughs, O'Crollys, O'Bresleins,

Mac Egans, O'Creans, O'Finnegans, O'Callinans, O'Finns, O'Fays,

O'Devlins, O'Callanans, and some other clans in Ulster and

Connaught. From Flarhra, another son of Eochy Jloyvone,

were descended the race of Hy Fiaclira, as the O'Dowds, O'lleynes,

O'Clerys, O'Shaughnesseys, and other chiefs in Sligo, Mayo, and

Galway, of whom accounts are given in the present article, and in

the note on North Connaught.

Niall Naoi GUiallacli, or Niall of the Nine Hostages, monarch

of Ireland in the latter end of the fourth and beginning of the fiftli

century, was another son of Eocliy Moyvone. Niall was a cele-

brated warrior, and made frequent expeditions against the Romans

in Gaul and Britain, in one of which he was killed in Gaul, on the

banks of the Loire, A.D. 406. From Niall of the Hostages were

descended the Hy Niall race, for many centuries kings of Ulster

and Meath, and monarchs of Ireland; They were divided into

two great branches, the north and south Hy Nialls ; the liead of

the southern Hy Nialls behig the O'Melaghlms, kings of Meath,
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rick, son of Cathal O'Conor, whom O'Rourke

had ill prison, was set at liberty in exchange for

the liberation of Gilcreest O'Rourke.

Hugh, son of Felim O'Conor, was taken pri-

of ^viioni an account has been priven in the note on Meath ; and

tlic liead of the northern Ily Nialls being tlie O'Neills, princes

of Tyrone and kings of Ulster, and tlie O'Donnells, princes of

Tircoiinell, of wliom accounts ha\e been given in the notes on Tir

Eogain and Tir ConaiU. Thus from Brian, Fiachra, and Niall,

the three sons of the monarch Eochy Moy vone, were descended

the kings and chiefs of the ancient kingdoms of Meath, Ulster,

and Connaught.
The Siol Muireadknigh, or Siol Murray, so called as tlie des-

cendants of Muireadhach Muilleatlmn, a king of Connaught in the

latter end of the seventli century, who died A. D. 700, and a descen-

dant of the above-named Brian, king of Connaught, became the chief

branch of the Hy Briune race, and possessed tlie greater part of Con-

naught, but were chiefly located in the territory now forming the

county (Tf Roscommon ; and hence the term Siol Murray was ap-

plied to that territory.

The OX'onors, who became kings of Connaught, were the head

chiefs of Siol Murray, and took their name from Conchobhar or

C<mor, wlio was a king of Connauglit in the tenth century. The
name Ua Concliobhair, pronounce<l Concoovar, is derived from Cti

or Cull, which figuratively signifies a warrior, and Cohhiilr, aid
;

hence it signities a helping warrior. Teige, king of Connaught, in

the beginning of the eleventh century, who died A. D. 10.30, and

was called Tadhg on eich gliil, or Teige of the White Steed, was

the iirst who took the name of O'Conor, from Concovar or Conor,

his grandfather, king of Connaught. Between the fourtli and

eighth centuries fourteen of the race of lly Fiachra were kings of

Connaught, as already stated in the note on North Connaught;

and two or three of the O'Rourkes are styled kings of Connaught
in the tenth century, in the Annals of the Four Masters. With
these exceptions, the ancestors of the O'Conors of the race of Hy
Briune and Siol Murray, and the O'Conors themselves, held the

sovereignty of Connaught from the fifth to the iifteentb century,

for a period of more than a thousand years, and two of tliem be-

came monarchs of Ireland in the twelfth century, namely, Tor-

legh, and his son, Roderick O'Conor, who was the last Milesian

monarch of Ireland. Torlogli O'Conor, called Toirdhealbhach

Mor, or Torlogh the Great, was a valiant monarch, and celebrated

for his magnificence, and is called by the Annalists the " Augustus

of western Europe." lie was many years king of Connaught, and

afterwards monarch of Ireland for twenty years, from A. D. 1130

to 1 136. He died at Dunmore, in Galway, accoiding to O'Flaher-

ty's Ogygia (vol. ii. p. 380), on the 10th of May, A. D. 115G, in

the GStii year of his age, and was buried at Clonmacnois. As
stated by O'Flaherty, O'Halloran, and others, after having distri-

buted his precious household furniture, his gold and silver vases,

goblets, gems, jewels, musical instruments, chess-boards, his studs

of horses, military wea])ons, i:c., he bequeathed to the cathedral

of Clonmacnois and other churches, 540 ounces of pure gold, and

00 marks of silver, with gold and silver chalices and crosses.

He was buried at the north side of the great altar in the cathedral

of St, Kiaran, having directed by ids will that his favourite horse,

arms, bow, and quiver, shoidd be de])Osited at Clonmacnois. Rode-
rick (.t'Conor, his son, was the last Milesian monarch of Ireland,

anil after having reigned eighteen years, abdicated the throne

A.D. 1184, in consequence of the English invasion, and retired to

the monastery of Cong in Mayo, where, after a religious seclusion

of thirteen years, he died, on Sunday, the -iTth of November,
A.D. 1108, in the 82nd year of his age, and was buried in the

same sepulchre with his father, in the cathedral of Clonmacnois.

In the first volume of O'Conor's Rer. Hih. Scrip, it is stated that

he bequeathed gold, silver, and many other valuable things, for

the service of God, to the poor, to the churches of Ireland, and

those of Rome and Jerusalem. According to Dr. O'Conor, king

Torlogh O'Conor was thrice married ; his first wife was Taltenia,

daughter of Murtogh O'Melaghlin, king of Meath ; his second

soner by the king of Connaught, and sent for

confinement to the castle of Roscommon, in con-

sequence of which a great contention and com-

motion arose between O'Conor and Mac Dermott,

was Dervorgilla, daughter of Donald O'Melaghlin, prince of

Meath ; and Ins third was Duvcola, daughter of Mulrooney Mac
Dermott, prince of Moylurg. By liis last wife lie had a son,

Cathal Crovdearg O'Conor, the famous king of Connaught, so

often mentioned in the course of these Annals. The O'Conors,

kings of Connaught, had royal residences at Cruachan, near EI-

pbin, and at Cluan Fraoich, near Tulsk, in Roscommon ; also at

Dunmore in Galway, and at Cong in Mayo, and many castles in

various parts of Connaught. The ancient kings of Connaught

were inaugurated at Cruachan, near Elpbin, but it appears from

these Annals that in after times tlie O'Conors were inaugurated

as kings of Connaught at the hill of Cam Fraoich, near Tulsk, in

Roscommon. The O'Conors lield their rank as kings of Con-
naught down to the reign of Elizabeth, in the sixteenth century,

and many celebrated and valiant princes and chiefs of them are

constantly mentioned in the course of these Annals. In the Me-
moirs of Charles O'Conor of Belenagar, it is stated, that in the

latter end of the fourteenth century the two head chiefs of the

O'Conors, namely, Torlogh Roe, and Torlogh Donn, having con-

tended for the lordship oi" Siol Murray, agreed to divide the terri-

tory between them. The families descended from Torlogh Donn
called themselves O'Conors Don, or the Brown ; and the descen-

dants of Torlogh Roe called themselves O'Conors Roe, or the

Reil. The present head of the O'Conors, a lineal descendant from

Cathal Crovdeardg O'Conor, the celebrated king of Connaught in

the thirteenth century, is the O'Conor Son, namely, Dennis

O'Conor, of Belenagare, M.P. for the county of Roscommon.
Another branch of the O'Conors, as already stated in the note on

North Connaught, got great possessions in the county of Sligo, and

were styled the O'Conors Sligo.

The O'Conors are thus designated in the topographical poem of

O'Dugan, written in the fourteenth century :

—

" Riogha na sluagh na senaidh

A Cruachain moir min fheuruigh,

Nir tubhadh thall a d-toradh

Do bhunadh clann Conchubhair.

Duthaidh don t-siol so seach each

Siol Muiredhaigh na maol rath,

Fine fuachdha da faire

Righe Cruachna clothaidhe."

" The kings of the hosts refuse nought
To great Cruachan of the fair grassy plains,

Which did not refuse abundant fruits

To the tribe of Clan Conor.

The undisjiuted patrimony of this race.

Was Siol Murray of the Inroad mounds,
A warlike tribe defended

The illustrious kings of Cruachan."

The O'Conors are at the present day very numerous, and many
highly respectable families of the name exist in Connaught.

Several of the O'Conors, of whom an account is given in the sub-

se(|ucnt part of tlie present article, were eminent literary men, and

particularly distinguished in Irish literature.

The following cliiefs and clans in Roscommon and Galway, and

the territories possessed by tliem in the twelfth century, have been

collected as follows from O'Dugan's Topography, and other sources :

I. Mac Diarmadaor Mac Dermott. The name Diarmada is deri-

ved by O'Brien in bis Irish Diclionary from Uio, a god, and arinaid,

the genitive plural of arm, arms, tlie word thus signifying figura-

tively a great warrior. The Mac Dermotts derive their descent

from the same ancestor as the O'Conors, kings of Connaught,

namely, from Teige of the White Steed, king of Connaught in the
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and great devastationswere committed on both sides.

O'Conor experienced great danger and distress

from the attacks made on him by Mac Dermott

as far as Corran, and from thence was forcibly

eleventh century, as alioTe stated, and tlierefore are a branch of the

O'Conors. Tiiis Teigre had a son named Maolnianaidli, the pro-

genitor of t}ie Mac Deriuotts ; hence their trihe name was Clan
Maolruanaidh or Clan Muh-ooney. Diannaid, grandson of Mul-
rooney, was tlie head of the clan in the twelftii century, and died

A.D. llfio, and from him they took the name of Mac Dermott.
The JIiic Dermotts had the title of princes of Moylurg, Tir

Oilill, Tir Tuathail, Airteach, and Clan Cnain.

Moylurg, called Magh Luirg an Daghda, in O'Dugan, signifies

the Plain of the Track of Dajjrhda, and got its name from Daghda,
one of the Tiiath De Danan kings. This territory comprised the

Plains of Boyle, in the county of Roscommon, consisting of some of

tile finest lands in Ireland, and famous for their fertility and beauty.

Tir Oilill is now the barony of Tirrerill in Sligo. .\irteach, a dis-

trict in Roscommon, near Lough Gara, on the borders of Sligo and
Mayo. Clan Cnain was a district in the north of the barony of

Carra, county of Mayo. Tir Tuathail was a district in the barony

of Boyle, bordering on Leitrim and Sligo, towards Lough Allen
;

thus Mac Dermott's territories comprised the present barony of

Boyle, in tlie county of Roscommon, together with TirerriU in

Sligo, and Clan Cuain in Mayo at Castlebar, wiiicli comprised the

present parishes of Islandeady, Turlough, and Breaffy. In the

topographical poem of O'Dugan, written in the fourteenth century,

tlie Mac Dermotts are thus designated :

—

'* Clanna Maoilruana an raith

Slogh foisteanach fiochathlarah

Glan a m-buird da ta gach dreach
Magh Luirg aea agus Airteach.

Tir Oililla is Tir Tuathail

Arn-dul sios tar scan Chruachain
Ni dith dine an rann re radh
Crich fear tire is Clann Cliuan.

Tir iVeaehtain is Tir n-Enda
Saoirse iad gan Aithnihela

Fir fhialboga do glac goil

Do Mac Diariuada as duthaidh."

** The clan of Mulrooney of prosperity

The host of good order but fierce and active,

Polished are their tables of various colours,

They possess Moylurg and Artagh.

TirerriU and Tirtohill,

After passing northward of ancient Croaghan,
Numerous the tribes of whom we treat,

They governed Firtire and Clan Cuan,

With the lands of Naghtan and of Enda.
They are freemen without sorrow.

They are mild men of hospitality and valour,

Such is the inheritance of the Mac Dermotts."

Tlie Mac Dermotts had their chief fortress at the Rock of

Lough Key, on an island in Lough Key near Boyle, and they

held the Iiigh and honourable office of hereditary marshals of

Connaught, the duties attached to which were to raise and regulate

the military forces, and to prepare them for battle as command-
ers-in-chief, also to preside at the inauguration of the O'Connors

as kings of Connaught, and to proclaim tiieir election. Many
valiant chiefs of the Mac Dermotts are mentioned in the course of

these Annals from the twelfth to the sixteenth century, and se-

veral of them distinguished for their religion, bravery, hospitality

and patronage of learned men. They held their rank as lords of

Moylurg down to the reign of Elizabeth, and considerable pos-

sessions down to the period of the Cromwellian wars, when their

estates were confiscated ; but it is a singular fact, that of all the

Milesian chiefs, the Mac Dermotts alone have retained their title

driven to Ballymote, after which they concluded a

peace with each other.

Jordan Roe Mac Costello (in Mayo), was slain

by Cathal Mac Dermott Gall.

of prince, as the Miw Dermott is to this day recognised as prince

of Coolavin in the county of Sligo, holding a part of the hereditary

possessions of his ancestors. There are several respectable fand-

iies of the Mac Dermotts in Connaught at the present day, par-

ticularly the families of Coolavin in Sligo, and of Mac Dermott
Roe of Alderford in Roscommon. The Mac Donoghs, of whom an

account has been given in the note on north Connaught, were a

branch of the Mac Dermotts, and lords of TirerriU and Corran in

Sligo. It may be observed that O'Dugan gives the following

as the ancient chiefs of Moylurg before the time of the Mae
Dermotts ; he designates theiu as ;

—

" The ancient chiefs of Moylurg of abundance

Mac Eoaeh (or Mac Keogh) Mae Maon the great,

And Jlac Riabhaidh (or Mac Revy) the efficient forces."

II. O'Cenllaigh or O'Kclh/. The name O'Ceallaigh is derived

from Ceallficb, a warrior, and was taken from one of their ances-

tors, Ceallach, a celebrated chief in the ninth century. The
O'Kellys are a branch of tlie CInii Culla of Orgiall in Ulster,

and of the same descent as the Maguires, lords of Fermanagh,

the Mac Mahons, lords of Monaghan, the O'Hanlons, chiefs of

Oirior in Armagh, and some other clans of whom an account has

Iieen given in tlie note on Orgiidl. In the fourth century, Maine
3Iiir, or Maine the Great, a chief of the Clan Colla, having col-

lected his forces in Orgiall, on the borders of the jiresent counties

of Tyrone, Monaghan and Armagh, marched to Connaught, and

having conquered a colony of the Firbolgs who possessed the ter-

ritory called Miigh SeachnoUe, expelled the Firbolgs ; and to that

territory, which was possessed by his posterity, he gave the

name of Hii Maine, wliieli has been latinised to Hy Mania and

I-Mania. This extensive territory comprised, according to

O'Flaherty and others, a great part of south Connaught in the

present county of Gahvay, and was afterwards extended beyond

the river Suck to the Shannon, in the south of Roscommon, and

comprehended the baronies of Ballymoe, Tiaquin, Killian, and

Kileonnel, with part of Cloninacnoon in Galway, and the barony

of A tlilone in Roscommon. The O'Kellys were styled princes of

Hy Maine, and their territory was called O'Kelly's country. Hy
Mania is thus described by O'Dugan :

—

" Moirthvian Chonnacht an clarr sin,

Ui Maine na mordhail sin,

O Shionainn sreabha sidhe,

Go Cnoc Meadh na morriglie."

" A great division of Connaught is that plain.

Of Hy Maine of vast assemblies.

Extending from the Shannou of fairy streams

To Knoc Meadh of the great kings."

According to the Dissertations of Charles O'Connor, the

O'Kellys held the office of high treasurers of Connaught, and the

Mac Dermotts that of marslials. Several celebrated chiefs of

the O'Kellys are mentioned in the course of these Annals from

the tenth to the sixteenth century, and amongst these Tadhg or

Teige O'Kelly, one of the commanders under Bryan Boroimhe at

the" battle of Clontarf The O'Kellys had castles at Aughrim,

Garbally, Gallagh, Monivea, Moylough, MuUaghmore, and Agh-

rane, now Castle-Kelly in the county of Galway, and at Athlone,

Athleague, Corbeg, Galy and Skryne in the county of Roscom-

mon. Tlie chiefs of the O'Kellys, according to some accounts,

were inaugurated at t'loutuskert, about five miles from Eyre-

court in the county of Galway, and held their rank as princes of

Hy Maine to the reign of Elizabeth. There are still many highly

respectable families of the O'Kellys in Galway, Roscommon,

and other parts of Connaught.

III. Mac Oireachtaiijh or Mac Oiraghty, a name anglicised

Mac Geraghty or Geraghty, descended from the same stock as
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Cathal Mac Dermott Gall, the best man of his

race in his time, in valour, in feats of arms, in

sway, and in generosity, was slain by Donogh

the O'Conors, kings of Connaught. The name is derived from
Olreachf, a territory, hence Oireachtnch signifies the man of the

territory. They are thus designated in O'Dugan's poem :

—

" Ag Mac Oireachtaigh na n-each,

IVIuintir Roduibii na riglililireath,

Triath nach iodiialta os eoill cuir."

" Jfac Oiraghty of tlie steeds was the ruling chief,

Of Muintir Roduiv of riglitful laws,

A fearless warrior as he ranged the woods."

Ill the Annals at A.D. 1241, Mac Oiraghty is mentioned as

chief of Clan Tomaltaigh, and at 1-278, as head chief of Siol

Murray. The districts of Clan Tomaltaigh and .Muintir Roduiv,

were situated in the barony of Roscommon, county of Ros-

common, and the term Siol Murray was applied to the central

parts of the county of Roscommon. Several distinguished chiefs

of the Mac Oiraghtys are mentioned in the course of the

Annals, and in the sixteenth century, when deprived of their

territories, some of the clan settled in Mayo and Sligo, and are to

this day the chief possessors of tlie island of Inis Murray, off the

coast of Sligo; their having, it is said, given name to the

island from their former title as head chiefs of Siol Murray, and are

still governed by a chief of the tribe. As a remarkable circum-

stance connected with the Mac Oiraghtys who reside at Croagh
Patrick in Mayo, an antique bell is kept by them, and is tradi-

tionally stated to have been one of those used by St. Patrick. At
A. D. 1-1)7 in these Annals, an account is given of Henry Mac
Oiraghty, who was bishop of Achonry, and afterwards of Derry
and of Conor; and Uavid Mac Oiraghty, who was archbishop of

Armagh, died A. D. 1343. One of the chief representatives of

this ancient and respectable clan is Mr. Bryan Geraghty, of

Anglesca-street, Dublin, the publisher of these Annals.

IV. O'Flonnacht.il or O'Feenaghtys, chief's of Clan Conniaigh

and C'lan Murchadha, districts in the two half baronies of Bally-

moe, in the counties of Roscommon and Galway. Two distinct

chiefs of the O'Feenaghtys are given by O'Dugan, one of Clan

Murrngh and the other of Clan Conway, the former being desig-

nated " chiefs of Clan Murrogh of the champions." O'Feenaghty,

chiefs of Clan Conway liad their castle at Dunamon, near the river

Suck, in the county of Roscommon. Several chiefs of the O'Fee-

naghtys are mentioned in the course of these Annals, and there

are still several respectable families of the name in Connaught

;

and it is stated by some old authorities, that the O'Feenaghtys, as

a head branch of the Siol Murray, liad the privilege of drinking

the first cup at every royal feast. V. O'FalUimhaln or O'Fallons,

chiefs of Clan Uadach, a district in the barony of Athlone, county

of Roscommon, comprising the parishes of Cam and Dysart, and

had a ca.itle at MiUtown. The O'Fallons were originally chiefs

in Westmeath near Athlone. Several chiefs of the O'Fallons are

mentioned in the course of the Annals. By O'Dugan they are

designated in terms which may be thus translated :

—

" The O'Fallons, who marched with every force,

Were chiefs of Clan Uadach of wine banquets,

Men who let not their spears decay,

Of those are the freeborn clans."

VI. O'B'irn or O'Beirnes, chiefs of Mura O'Mannachain, other-

wise called Tir Briuin-na-Sionna or Tir Briune of the Shannon.
This territory lay along the Shannon in the barony of Ballintobber,

in Roscommon, comprising the parishes of Kilmore of the Shannon,
Cloonaff, Aughrim and Kilumod, extending nearly to Elphin.

VII. O'Mannachain or O'Monnaghan, was also a chief on the
same territory as O'Beirne. Several chiefs of the O'Beirnes
and O'Monaghans are mentioned in the course of the Annals, and
it is to be observed that these O'Beirnes are of a different race

Riavach, the son of Malachy Carrach Mac Der-

mott, at Lios Sealbhaidh,'^ in Clan Conor (in Ros-

common.

from the O'Byrnes ofM'icklow.

O'Dugan :

—

They are thus designated by

*' Brave are the defending tribe of Muintir Bcirne,

In the fortresses of O'Monaghan,
By strengtli, by shouts of war and valour.

The country which they conquered still they hold."

VIII. O'Hainlidhe or O'Hanleys, chiefs of Kinel Dobhfha, a

large district in the barony of Ballintobber, county of Rosconnnon,
along the Shannon. It formed part of the Three Tuatha or

three districts. Tlie O'Hanleys were chiefs of note, and many of
them are mentioned in the course of these Annals. IX. Mac
Branain or Mac Brennan, sometimes made O'Brennan, and
O'Mailniichil or O'Mulvihil, sometimes anglicised to Mulville

and Mitchell. The Mac Brennans and O'Mulvihils, were chiefs

of Corca Achlann, a large district adjoining Kinel-Dobhtha, in

the barony of Rosconnnon. Tliis district formed part of the
Tuatha in which was situated the Sliev Baun Mountain. The
O'Hanleys, Mac Brennans and O'Muhnihils, including O'Beirne
and O'Monaghan, are thus designated in O'Dugan's poem :

—

" Let us remember the three Tuatha,

The skilful forces of fair Cruachan,

Let us not conceal their fine appearance.

Let us name their three lords,

Brave are the defending tribe of Muintir Beime,
In the fortresses of O'Monaghan.

Efficient is the power of the Clan Brennan,

And also of the noble Mulmihil,

They command the strong forces

Of Corca Achlan of the herds.

An estate is possessed by the forces of sharp weapons,
Kinel Dohhtha who are compact and brave ;

My affection for them !•* in my heart

;

They are the clan of O'Hanley."

X. O'Flannagain, or O'Flanagans, chiefs of Clan Cathail, a ter-

ritory in the barony of Roscommon, north of Elphin. O'Maol-
mordha; O'Carthaidb, or O'Carthy ; and O'Mughroin, were also

subordinate chiefs of Clan Caihail. Many distinguished chiefs of

the O'Flanagans are mentioned in the course of the Annals, and

are thus designated by O'Dugan :

" Above all remember Clan Cathail,

From their many chiefs in continued succession

;

Their meritorious deeds I therefore recite

Remember the nobility of Roduiv,

Four effective chieftains

Ruled over the Clan Cathail.

Kinsmen who have not been dispraised

Are these four whom we enumerate.

O'Flanagan, chief of the territory,

O'Mulmora whom I praise;

With cheerfulness they were still supported

By the blithe O'Carthy and O'Muroin.

XI. O'Maolbrennain, a name anglicised to O'Mulrenan, were
chiefs of Clan Conchobhair, or Clan Conor, a district in the barony
of Roscommon, near Cruachan. Some chiefs of the O'Mulrenans
occur in the course of the Annals, and at A. D. Viib Dermod
O'Mulbrenan is mentioned as Manannan, or head naval commander
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Manus, son of Cathal, son of Donal O'Conor,

was slainby Cathal, son ofHugh Brefnach O'Conor.

Bryan Oge Mac Gauran was slain by the

people of Tullyhunco (in Cavan).

of the chiefs of Connaught, and they are thus designated by
O'Dugan

:

" O'Mulbrenan of renown
Was chief of Clan Conor of the fertile plain

;

Their men above all others I record,

They are of the tribe of Clan Cathail."

XII. O'Cathalain, chief of Clan Fogartaigh. O'Maonaigh, or

O'Meeneys, sometimes made O'Mooneys, were chiefs of Clan Mur-
thuile. Clan Fogartaigh and Clan Murtlniile were districts in

Ballintobber, county of Roscommon. O'Cathalain and O'Mooney
are thus mentioned in O'Dugan :

" O'Cathalain is the chartered chief

Of Clan Fogarty of the grassy plains,

And powerful are his conquering forces
;

Chief of Clan Murthuile is O'Mooney."

XIII. O'Conceanain, or O'Concannon, chief of Hy Diarma-
da, a district on the borders of Roscommon and Galway, in the

baronies of Athlone and Ballymoe. The O'Concannons are thus

mentioned in O'Dugan

:

" The Hy Diarmada of protecting men,
Their heroes are kinsmen to kings

;

Governor of the territory

Is O'Concanain, its undisputed chief."

XIV. Mac Murchadha, or Mac Murrogh, sometimes anglicised

to Mac Morrow, a chief of Clan Tomaltaigh, in Rosconmion,

of which Mac Oiraghty was head chief. XV. O'Floinn, or OFlynn,
chief of Siol Maolruain, a large district in the barony of Ballin-

tobber, county of Roscommon, in which lay Slieve Vi Fhloinn,

or O'Flynn's mountain, and which comprised the parishes of

Killkeevan and Kiltullagh, and also part of the parish of Bally-

nakill, in the barony of Ballymoe, county of Galway. O'Maol-
muaidh, or O'Mulloy, is also given as a subordinate chief over

Clan Taidhg, or Clan Teige, in the same district. They are thus

designated by O'Dugan :

" The Siol Maolruain, and Clan Teige of prosperity,

A host of good order, fierce and active,

O'Mulloy and O'Flynn the hospitable
;

The two tribes had a sufficient portion."

XVI. O'Rothlain, chiefs of Coill Fothaidh, a district on the bor-

ders of Roscommon and Mayo ; they are thus mentioned by
O'Dugan :

" O'Rothlain of Coill Fothaidh let us not omit.

Chief of the whitestoned goblets and spears."

XVII. O'Sgaithgil, or Mac Sgaithgil, chief of Corca Mogha, a dis-

trict which comprised the parish of Kilkeeran, in the barony of

Killian, county of Galway. O'Broin, anglicised to Bums, was
chief of Lough Gealgosa, a district adjoining Corca Mogha.
XVIII. O'Talcharain, chief of Conmaicne Cuile, a district in the

barony of Clare, county of Galway; XIX. O'Cadhla, or O'Caw-
ley, chief of Conmaicne Mara, now the barony of Ballynahmch in

the county of Galway, and thus mentioned by O'Dugan :

" Chief of the great Conmaicne Mara
Was the head of the hospitable hosts."

XX. Mac Conroi, or Mac Conroy, chief of Gno Mor ; and
O'Haidhnidh, chief of Gno Beag, districts which lay along

Owen O'Heyne, lord of Hy Fiachra Aidhne (in

Galway), was slain by his own kinsmen.

Owen, son of Geoffrey Mae Rannall, and Hugh
O'Maolmiaidh, slew each other (in Leitrim).

the western banks of Lough Corrib, between that lake and

the bay of Galway, in the barony of Moycullen, county of Gal-

way. O'Dugan says

—

" Mac Conroy possesses in peace

Gno Mor of the numerous harbours."

XXI. Mac Aodha, or Mac Hugh, chief of Clan Cosgraidh, a dis-

trict on the eastern side of Lough Corrib, thus designated by

O'Dugan :

" The race of Mac Hugh on the eastern side

Of the cttensive plain of Clan Cosgry,

An active host from the plain of Meadha,
Mild and hospitable are their tribes."

XXII. O'Flaithbheartaigh or O'Flaherty, a name derived from

Flnith, a chief or hero, and heartach, of great deeds; hence itmay
signify a chief of noble deeds. They are styled by O'Dugan, chiefs

of Muintir Murchadha, now the barony of Clare, county of Gal-

way. In the thirteenth century they were expelled from this ter-

ritory by the English, and having settled on the other side of

Lough Corrib, got extensive possessions there in the barony of

Moycullen, and were styled lords of lar Conacht, or West Con-

naught. Several distinguished chiefs of the O'FIahertys are men-
tioned in the course of the Annals, and they had the chief naval

command about Lough Corrib, on the islands of which they had

castles ; they are thus designated by O'Dugan:

" Clan Murrogh of the fortress of hospitality

Was governed by the Clan Flaherty of swords,

Who from the shout of battle would not flee.

To them belongs the regulation of the fair ports."

XXIII. O'Heidhin or O'Heyne, sometimes anglicised to Hynes.

O'Heyne was styled prince of Hy Fiachra Aidhne, so called as

being of the race of Hy Fiachra, of whom an account has been

given in the previous part of this article, and also in the note on

North Connaught. The territory of Hy Fiachra Aidhne, also called

South Hy Fiachra, was co-extensive with the diocese of Kilmac-

duagh, and comprised the barony of Kiltartan, and parts of the

baronies of Dunkellin and Loughrea, in the county of Galway.

The O'Heynes were descended from Guaire Aidhne, a king of

Connaught in the seventh century, who is celebrated by all the

ancient annalists for his hospitality to all classes, and charity to

the poor ; hence it passed in to a proverb, in speak ing of an hospitable

person, that he was " as generous as Guaire;" and the poets in

their figurative language stated, that his right hand had become

much longer tlian his left, in consequence of bemg constantly ex-

tended in giving charity. The O'Heynes were celebrated chiefs,

and many of them are mentioned in the course of these Annals.

They took their name from Eidhin, one of their chiefs in the tenth

century, and Maolruanaidh O'Heyne, prince of Hy Fiachra, was a

commander under Brian Boroimhe at the battleof Clontarf; and it

may be remarked that Brian Boroimhe was married to Mor, the

daughter of Flann, father of Maolruanaidh O'Heyne. XXIV.
O'Seachnasaigh, or O'Shaughnessey, of the same descent as

O'Heyne, and chief of Kbiel Aodha, sometimes called Kinel

Aodha-na-h-Echtge, that is Kinel Hugh of Echty, a mountainous

district on the borders of Galway and Clare. Kinel Hugh was a

large district in the barony of Kiltartan, county of Galway.

O'Cathail, or O'Cahal, of the race of Hy Fiachra, was also a chief

of Kinel Hugh. XXV. Mac Giolla Ceallaigh or Mac Gilkelly,

sometimes made Killikelly, also of the race of Hy Fiachra, and

another chief of Aidhne. XXVI. O'Cleirigh or O'CUery, a name
sometimes anglicised to Clarke, likewise of the race of Hy
Fiachra, and chiefs in Aidhne, and sometimes styled chiefs of Hy
Fiachra Finn. They took the name from Cleireach, one of their cele-

S
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Philip O'Duigenan, chiefprofessor ofConmaicne

(in Leitrim), died.

William, son of Gilbert Mac Costello (of Mayo),

brated chiefs in the tentli oent\iry. Many of these O'Clerys were
highly distinguished in literature, and a branch of them having

settled in Donegal, became bards and historians to the O'Donnells,

princes ofTyrconnell, and were the authors of tlie Annals of the Four

Masters, of which a full account has been given in the introduction

to the present publication. Other branches of the O'Clerys set-

tled in Brefney O'Reilly, or the county of Cavan. XXVII.
O'Duibhgiolla, chief of Kinel Cinngainhna ; Mac Fiachra, chief of

Oga Beathra ; O'Cathain, chief of Kinel Sedna ; and O'Maghna,
chief of Caenridhe, all chiefs in Aidhne. The chiefs of Aidhne

are thus designated by O'Dugan :—

" Let us approach Aidhne of steeds,

And their noble chiefs of hospitality
;

Let us trace their kings wiio are not few,

And treat of the host of the free clans.

We treat of Aidhne, a duty uncontrouled,

We leave the tribes of Connaught
;

AVe have melodiously sung of lier nobles.

Let us record the chiefs of Hy Fiachra.

The noble clan of Mac Gilkelly,

The O'Heynes of the sleek and slender steeds,

Whose defence and pride is the strengtli of their arms,
They are of the race of Guaire the Fair,

Good and hospitable is the chief

O'CIery of the same race.

Two other chiefs of Kinel Hugh,
O'Shaughnessey whom I will not shun.

Together with O'Cahal of the learned men.
Smooth are his fields, and fertile his mountain."

XXVIII. O'Madagain, or O'lMadadhain, anglicised to O'Madden,
chief of tSioZ Annichndhdj a name latinised to Silanchia, and which
got its name from Anrachadli,one of their ancient chiefs. This terri-

tory comprised the present barony of Longford, in the county of

Galway, and the parish of Lusmagh, on the other side of the Siian-

non, in the King's County. The O'SIaddcns are a branch of the

Clan CoUa, and of the same descent as the O'Kellys, princes of

Hy Maine, and took their name from Madudan More, one of their

ancient chiefs. The O'Maddens were chiefs of note, and many of
them are mentioned in the course of these Annals. There are se-

veral respectable families of the name still in Connaught. The
chief representatives of this ancient and respectable family are Sir

Edward Madden, Librarian of the Britisli Museum, London ; and
R. Madden, esq., M.l)., an eminent literary man, author of
" Travels in the IJast," " The United Irishmen," and other works.
XXIX. O'Huallachain, or O'Hoolaghan, sometimes anglicised

O'Coulaghan and Mac Coulaghan, and also given by O'Dugan, as

chiefs of Siol Anmchadha. O'Hoolaghan is thus designated by
O'Dugan :

" A noble chief of lasting fame
Rules over the plain of the race of Anracha,
A valiant rough-fettering warrior,

Of keen-edged weapons, is O'Hoolaghan."

XXX. O'Maolalaidh, or O'Mulally, sometimes made Lally. XXXI.
O'Neachtain, or O'Naghten, sometimes made Norton. The
O'Naghtens and O'Mulallcys are given by O'Dugan as the two
chiefs of Maonniuicihe, or Moenmoy, a territory which, according
to O'Flaherty, got its name from Moen, one of the sons of Ugame
More, who was monarch of Ireland, umre than three centuries before

the Christian era. Tliis territory was an extensive plain, com-
prising a great part of the present baronies of Loughrea and

was slain in a plundering incursion in Brefney

(county of Cavan), by the people of Tullaghaw.

Rory, son of Manus O'Hara, died.

Leitrim, in the county of Galway. Tlie O'Naghtens and O'Mulallys

are branches of the Clan CoUa, and of the same descent as the

O'Kellys, princes of Hy Maine, and are thuse designated by
O'Dugan :

" The chiefs of Moenmoy of the champions,

Wiiose estate is the fertile plain,

Two who defend that district

Are O'Naghten and O'Mulally,

Their warfare is heavy in battles.

The land is theirs as far as Hy Fiachra."

Several chiefs of the O'Naghtens are mentioned in the course of

these .\nnals ; and there were also many respectable families of

the name who had considerable possessions in the barony of

Athlonc, county of Roscommon. The O'Mulallys, when dispos-

sessed of their ancient territory, settled at TuUach-na-Dala, near

Tuam, where they had a castle. The head of the family having

removed to France, a descendant of his became celebrated as an

orator and statesman at the time of the French Revolution, and
was known by the name count Lally ToUendal, taking his title

from his ancient territory in Ireland. Several of the O'Lallys

were celebrated commanders in the Irish Brigade in France, and

one of them was created marquis de Lally ToUendal, and a peer of

France, by Napoleon. XXXII. O'Conaill, or O'Counell, given

by O'Dugan as follows :

" O'Connell's portion of that country,

Of that delightful pleasant land,

From Grian to the great plain.

Whose hosts obey the noble chief."

Grian here mentioned was the name of a river on the borders of

Clare, and the plain alluded to was Maenmoy ; hence O'Connell's

territory appears to have been parts of the barony of Leitrim in

Galway, and of Tullagh in Clare, The O'Counells and Mae
Egans were marshals of the forces to the O'Kellys, princes of Hy
Maine, and of the same descent as the O'Kellys. XXXIII. Mac
Eideadhain or Mac Aodhagain, anglicised Mac Egans, were chiefs

of Clan Diarmada, a district in the barony of Leitrim, county of

Galway, and had a castle at Dun Doighre, now Duniry. The
Mac Egans were celebrated as Brehons in Connaught and also in

Ormond, and many of them eminent literary men. They are thus

mentioned by O'Dugan :

—

" Precedence for his valour and fame
Be given to Mac Egan the noble.

Record him for the activity of his warriors,

Of his prosperity and great renown.

The Clan Diarmada north and south,

To place them in my poem is a duty".

XXXIV. Mac Giolla Fionnagain or O'Finnegans, a name some-
times rendered Finnucane j and O'Cionaoith or O'Kenny, chiefs

of Clan Laitheamhain or Fhlaitheamhain, called also Muintir

Cionaith, a district in the barony of Moycamon, county of Ros-

common. They are thus mentioned by O'Dugan :—

" Mac Giolla Finnegan the mild,

And the valiant Clan Kenny,
Two tribes wbo are fair to be seen,

Rule over the brave Clan Flahavan."

There are several respectable families of the O'Finnegans in

Clare, who take the name of Finnucane, and of these was Mathias
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Mahon, son of Anaidh O'Reilly, was slain by

Andrew, son of Bryan O'Reilly, who afterwards

committed great depredations in the Bolgan

(parish of Drumlane, county of Cavan).

Finnucane, one of the judges of the Common Pleas, who died

in 1814. XXXV. O'Domhnallain or O'Donnellans, chiefs of Clan

Breasail, a district in the barony of Leitrim, county of Galway.
The O'Donnellans are thus mentioned by O'Dugan :

—

" Noble the blood and achievements,

Of the O'Donnellans of handsome figure,

Rushing to the battle like a torrent.

Such are the yellow-haired Clan Breasail."

Some chiefs of the O'Donnellans are mentioned in the Annals
;

and at A. D. 1531, one of them is mentioned as chief of Machaire
Maoninoy. There are still many respectable families of the

O'Donnellans in Connaught, the chief of which is that of Ballydon-
nellan, between Ballinasloe and Loughrea, in the county of Galway.
XXXVI. O'Uonchadha or O'Donoghoe, chief of Clan C'ormaic, a
district in Moenmov in Galway, which has been already defined.

XXXVII. O'Duililighind or o''Deighan, chief of the twelVe Ballys

or Townlands of O'Duibhghind, a district near Loughrea, in the

county of Galway. XXXVIII. G'Docomlain, chief of Eidhnigh
;

and O'Gabhrain or O'Gauran, chief of Dal Druithne, districts

about Loughrea. XXXIX. O'Maoilbrighde, or U'lMulbrides, or

Mac Brides, chiefs of Magh Finn and of Bredach, a large district

in the barony of Athlone, county of Roscommon, east of the river

Suck. The O'Mulbrides are thus designated by O'Dugan :

—

" Chief of the prosperous Maghfinn,
To which St. Bridget gave her blessing;

Still free are the warlike hosts

Of O'MuIhride the ever brave.

Good has he conferred on all men,
This noble chief of Bredach."

XL. O'Mainnin, or O'Mannin, or O'Mannings, chiefs of Sodhan, a
large territory in the barony of Tiaquin, which was made into six

divisions, called the six Sodhans. The O'Mannins had their chief
residence at the castle of Clogher, barony of Tiaquin, county of

Galway, and afterwards at .Menlough, in the parish of Killascube,

in the same barony. The other chiefs given by O'Dugan on the
six Sodhans, were Mac-an-Bhaird or Mac Wards ; O'Sgurra or
O'Scurrys; O'Lennan or O'Lennans ; O'Casain or O'Cashins

;

O'Gialla or O'Giallain, rendered O'Gealans and Ciillys ; and
O'Maigins, O'Migins, or O'Maginns. The chiefs of Sodhan are

thus mentioned by O'Dugan :

—

" The six Sodhans let us not shun,

Their chiefs are not to be forgotten
;

Brave are their predatory hosts.

To whom belonged the spear-armed Sodhans."

XLI. O'Cathail or O'Cahill ; O'Mughroin or O'Moran ; O'Maol-
ruanaidh or O'Mulrooney, were the three chiefs of Crumthan, an
extensive territory sometimes called Crutfon, comprising the barony
of Killian, and part of Ballymoe, in the county of Galway. These
chiefs are thus designated by O'Dugan :

—

" O'Cahill and O'Murain the active,

O'Mulrooney of the splendid banquets,

Like trees which shelter the fertile land.

Are the chiefs of Crumthan of the woody plains."

XLII. O'Laodogor O'Laodhaigh, anglicised O'Leahy, chiefs of
Caladh, a large district in the barony of Killconnell, county of Gal-
way ; they are thus mentioned by O'Dugan :

—

" The O'Leahys are heroes I must mention,
They are chiefs of the extensive Caladh,
Men who have taken into their possession

Caladh of the Shannon of clear streams."

The church of Kilronan (in Roscommon), was

burned.

Niall O'Higgin, a truly learned poet, was

drowned.

The following chiefs and clans not given by O' Dugan are col-

lected from various other sources : XLIII. The O'Dalys, a branch
of the O'Donnells of Donegal, princes of Tirconnell, whose tribe

name was Clan Dalaigh. The O'Dalys, it appears, settled in Con-
naught as early as the twelfth century, and accounts of many of

them, very eminent as poets and learned men in Connaught, and
also in Munster,and several of them distinguished ecclesiastics, are

to be found in the Annals of the Four Masters, and in O'Reilly's

Irish Writers, from the twelfth to the seventeenth century. The
O'Dalys had large possessions in the counties of Galway and Ros-
common, and there have been at various times many highly res-

pectable families of the name in those counties. Of the O'Dalys
of Connaught were Dennis Daly, one of the judges of the Common
Pleas in the reign of James II., and St. George Daly, one of the

barons of the Exchequer, and afterwards one of the justices of the

King's Bench in the reigns of Geo. III. and Geo. IV. Of the same
family is the Right Rev. Robert Daly, bishop of Cashel. XLIV.
O'Coindealbhain, O'Conghiollain, O'Conniallain, O'Conallain, or

O'Connellan. In the .\nnals of the Four Masters several of this

family are mentioned in the tenth and eleventh centuries, as princes

of Hy Laoghaire or Hy Leary, a large territory situated in the

present counties of Meath and Westmeath, as already shown in the

note on Meath. In O'Dugan's Topography, the prince of Hy
Leary is thus designated :

—

" O'Coindealbhain na ccuire

Rig laomsgairghlic Laoghaire."

" O'Connellan of the champions
Is the great and wise prince of Hy Leary."

Branches of this family, in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries

settled in the counties of Roscommon, Galway, and Mayo, as

already stated in the note on North Connaught, and are mentioned

in these Annals at A. D. 1'295, as a clan in Roscommon. At A. D.

1316, one of their chiefs is recorded as havmg been slain

in the great battle of Athenry, who is also mentioned in the

Annals of Clonmacnois, as having beenachief in the king's guards,

that is, of O'Conor's, king of Connaught. Among various other

notices of this ancient family, the translator of these Annals has

been kindly favoured with the following by his friend Sir William

Bethara, Ulster King of Arms, &c. " Donogh Mac Shane O'Con-

allan, of Rahassan, had a grant of part of the lands of Rahassan,

in the barony of Dunkellin, county of Galway, 27th March,

IfilO." " Dermott Mac Bryan Mac Dermott Roe of Legan, mar-

ried Rose Connellan, and died Gth January, 1G'20, by whom he had a

son Ferrall Mac Dernmtt Roe (The Mac Dermott Roe) at fi, 1G20."

Seieral eminent ecclesiastics of the name are given In the course

of the Annals, among whom may be mentioned Abraham O'Con-

nellan, archbishop of Armagh, and primate of all Ireland, in

A. D. 1260; Carbreus O'Coinghiollain, or O'Connellan, abbot of

Kilkenny in A. D. 1038 ; Laurence O'Connellan, a native of

Sligo, a Dominican friar, lecturer and superior of the Domini-

can monastery at Louvain, A. D. 17.56, accordmg to de Burgo's

Hiliernia Dominicana. Pedigrees of this clan are given in the

Books of Leacan and Ballymote, and also in the Genealogical Book

of the O'Clerys. One of the heads of this family is Peter

Connellan, esq, deputy lieutenant for the county of Kilkenny.

XLV. The O'Hallorai'is, given in O'Flaherty's Ogygia (vol. ii.

p. 296.), as chiefs of Clan Fergaill, a large district on the east side

of the river of Galway, near Lough Corrih. From these was des-

cended O'Halloran the historian. XLVI. The O'Callanans and

O'Canavans, mentioned by O'Flaherty as hereditary physi-

ciansin Galway. XLVII. The O'Dubhthaighs, or O'Duffys,

families of note in Galway and Roscommon, and many of them

learned men and eminent ecclesiastics, several of them having

been archbishops of Tuam, and bishops in Elphin. XLVIII. The

O'Briens, a branch of the O'Briens of Thomond, in the comity of

S 2
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Conor O'Donnell, lord of Tirconnell, inarched

with his forces into Connaught.

A.D. 1341.

Murtogh Mac-an-Gobhann, abbot of Clochar,'

died.

Clare, and lords of the Isles of Arran, off the coast of Galway,
which they held from the thirteenth to a late period in the six-

teenth century, and, as captains of the sea coasts, kept a large

maritime force. XLIX. Mac Cnaimhin, or Mac IVevins, ac-

cording to the hook of Lcacan, chiefs of a district called Cran-
nog Mac Cnaimhin, or Crannagh Mac iVevin, in the parish

of Tynagh, barony of Leitrira, and county of Galway ; a chief

of the name is mentioned in the Annals of the Four Masters, at

A. D. 1159, as having been killed in a battle fought near Ardee in

Orgiall, between Murtogh Mac Loughlin, chief of the northern
Hy Nialls, and Roilerick O'Conor, king of Connaught. There
are still some respectable families of the Mac Nevius in the
county of Galway. L. Mac Eochaidh, or Mac Keogh, a branch
of the O'Kellys, chiefs of Omhanach, now Onagh, in the

parish of Taghmaconnell, in the barony of Athlone, county of Ros-
common. There are still many respectable families of the Mac
Keiighs, or Keoghs, in Connaught. LI. Mac Giolladuilih, or Mac
Gilduffs, sometimes rendered Kilduffs, chiefs in Caladb, along

with the O'Leahys, in the barony of Killcounell, county of
Galway. LII. The 0'Lorcains,or O'Larkins ; the O'Gebenaighs,
or O'Gevennys ; the O'Aireachtains, anglicised to Harrington

;

the O'Fahys, or O'Fays ; O'Laidins, or O'Lanes; and the O'Ho-
rans, all clans in Hy Maine, in the county of Galway.
LIU. O'Cobbthaigh, or O'Coffeys, a branch of the O'Kellys,

princes of Hy Maine, frequently mentioned in the course of

these Annals, and also in the Books of Leacan and Ballymote, as

a clan in Connaught ; several of them were eminent ecclesiastics

and learned men. The O'Coffeys possessed a large district in the
barony of Clonmacnoon, county of Galway, and had their princi-

pal residence at a place called Tuani Cathraigh. There are several

respectable families of this name in the counties of Galway and
Roscommon. LI\^ The Mac Manuses ; Mac Keons ; O'Com-
mins ; and O'Ronans, clans in Roscommon.

Shortly after the English invasion, William de Burgo, and other

Anglo-Norman leaders, led their forces into Connaught, and after

fierce contests with the O'Conors and other chiefs, got possession

of a considerable part of the country. From Richard, or Rickard
de Burgo, a great part of the county of Galway got the name of
Clanrickard, which comprised, according to Ware, the baronies of

Clare, Dunlcellin, Loughrea, Kiltartan, Athenry, and Leitrim.

The de Burgos became the most powerful family in Connaught,
and were its chief governors under the kings of England. They
were styled lords of Connaught, and also became earls of Ulster

;

but on the death of William de Burgo, earl of Ulster, in the four-

teenth century, and the marriage of his daughter, Elizabeth, to

Lionel, duke of Clarence, son of King Edward III., his titles

passed into the royal family of England, by whom they are still

held ; the dukes of York having the title of earls of Ulster, and
the dukes of Gloucester that of earls of Connaught. In the

beginning of the fourteenth century the heads of the two principal

branches of the Burkes took the Irish name of Mae William, and
adopted the Irish language and customs. Sir William, or Ulick
Burke, the progenitor of the earls of Clanrickard, had great pos-

sessions in Galway and Roscommon, and took the name Mac
William Eighter ; and sir Edmond Burke, called Albanach, took
the name Mac William Oughter, had large possessions in Mayo,
and was ancestor the earls of Mayo.

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries several English and
Welsh families settled in the town of Galway, and other parts of

the county ; the principal of whom were the Athys, Berminghams,
Blakes, Bodkins, Brownes, Blundels, Deanes, Dillons, Darcys,
Frenches, Joyces, Kirwans, LyTiches, Lawlesses, Morrisses, Mar-
tins, Whites, Sec. It is to be observed that the O'Loinsighs, an-

Mac Williain Burke completely defeated the

Clan Maurice (in Mayo), in which contest Thomas
Mac Maurice, JMaurice, son of Seonaig Roe,

and seventy others of his men were slain.

Donal, Mac Dorchaidh, chief of Kinel Luach-

ain (in Leitrim), died.

glicised to O'Lynches, are also an Irish clan ; and the O'Loinsighs
are mentioned in the Annals in the tenth and eleventh centuries,

as chiefs of Ulidia, now the county of Down. The O'Kerovans
were also an Irish clan, and the name has been anglicised to

Kirwan. The Mac Dorchys or O'Dorchys, were chiefs in Partry,
in the county of Mayo, and also in Galway, and many of them
anglicised the name to D'Arcy, and were considered to be of
English descent. Patrick D'Arcy of Galway, a celebrated lawyer
in the reign of Charles I., was one of the Irish O'Darchaidhs. 'The

Martins of Galway, were considered by O'Brien, Vallancey, and
others, to be of Firbolg origin, descended from the old race of the
Fir Domnians, so frequently mentioned in the old annalists under
the name of Mairtinigh, anglicised Martineans. The Joyces, or

de Jorses, came from Wales to Galway in the reign of Edward I.,

and having formed alliances with the O'Flahertys, chiefs of west
Connaught, got large possessions in Connemarra in the barony of
Ross, and towards the borders of Mayo, a large territory which is

still called Joyces' Country, where they are very numerous to the
present day, and many of them remarkable for immense strength

of body and gigantic stature.

Galway was formed into a county in the reign of Elizabeth, by
the lord deputy, sir Henry Sidney, A. D. 1565, and got its name
from the chief town, called in Irish GaillimJi^ pronoimced Galliv,

and anglicised Galway, which, according to O'Flaherty in his

Ogygia, is said to have derived this appellation from the river

Gaillimh, as the river derived its name from a woman called

Gaillimh, who was drowned there in remote times. De Burgo in

his Hibemia Dominicana, p. 322, says that Galway derived its

name from the English colony which settled there in the thir-

teenth century, and from Gnll^ an Englishman or foreigner, lie

derives the word GailUbh, signifying Locus Atiglornm, or the
place of the English ; but de Burgo's derivation is very doubtful,

and O'Flaherty's derivation appears more probable, as the place

was called Gaillimh long before the thirteenth century. The name
Galway is latinised Gw/ti-in and Cro/iro. The bay of Galway is

considered to be the Ausoba of the Greek geographer Ptolemy,
who wrote in the second century, and the town of Galway is

supposed to be the ancient city called by Ptolemy Nngnata.
Roscommon was formed into a county in the reign of Elizabeth,

by the lord deputy, sir Henry Sidney, and took its name from the

town of Roscommon, which in Irish is Ros Coraain, signifying the

wood of Coman, and so called from St. Coman, who founded an
abbey there in tlie sixth century.

The following have been tlie noble families in Galway and
Roscommon since the reign of James I. In Galway, the de

Burghs or Burkes, earls and marquesses of Clanriearde ; the

Burkes, viscounts of Galway, and barons of Brittas ; the Ber-
minghams, barons of Athenry ; the Butlers, and Gores, earls of
Arran ; the de Massues and Honctons, viscounts of Galway ; the
le Peer Trenches, earls of Clancarty, viscounts Dunloe, and
barons of Kilconnell ; the Verekers, viscounts of Gort ; the Dillons,

barons of Clonbrock ; the Frenches, barons French; the Browns,
barons of Oranmore ; the Blakes, barons of M'allscourt ; the

Trenches, barons of Ashtown. In Roscommon, the Dillons,

earls of Roscommon ; the Wilmots and de Ginkles, earls of

Athlone ; the Kings, viscounts Lorton ; the Cootes, barons of

Castlecoote ; the Croftoiis, barons Crofton ; the Mahons, barons

Hartland ; and the Sandfords, barons of Mountsandford.
Ecclesiastical divisions. The see of Rosconnnon. St. Com-

an founded in the sixth century an abbey, which was called

from him Ros Comain ; which afterwards became a bishop's see,

and was united at an early period to the see of Elphin. A rd-

carne. An abbey was founded at Ardcame, in the barony of
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Donogh, son of Nicholas Mac Clancy (in Lei-

trim) was slain by Hugh, son of Teige Mac
Clancy.

O'Gormley, chief of Kinel Moain (in Donegal),

died.

Cathal Mac Ceitherney was killed by a fall.

Boyle, county of Roscommon, early in the sixth century, by St.

Beoidh or Beoy, and it became a bishop's see, which was also at

an early period annexed to tlie see of Elphin. Tlie ancient see of

Drunicliff in Sligo, as already stated in the note on north Connaught,

was also united to Elphin.

The see of Elphin. A church was founded at Elphin, in Ros-
common, by St. Patrick, in the fifth century, who placed over it

St. Asicus, one of his disciples, and made it a bishop's see. The
bishops of Elphin in ancient times are sometimes styled bishops of

East Connaught. The diocese of Elphin comprises the greater

part of the county of Roscommon, with considerable portions of

the counties of Sligo and Galway.

The See of Clonfert. A monastery was founded at Clonfert,

in the present barony of Longford, county of Galway, by St.

Breiman, or St. Brendan, in the sixth century, and it became a

bisliop's see, and was long celebrated as a seat of learning and

religion. The diocese of Clonfert comprises a considerable part

of the county of Galway, with part of Roscommon, and a small

portion of the King's county.

I'he Sec of Kllmncduagh. A monastery was founded in the

present barony of Kiltartan, county of Galway, in the serenth

century, by St. Colman, the son of Duach, hence it was called

cm Mac Vuach, signifying the church of the son of Duach,

which became a bishoji's see, and gave its name to tlie diocese.

Tlie bishops of Kilmacdiiagli, in ancient times were often styled

bishops of Hy Fiiichra Aidhne, which was the ancient name of

the territory. The diocese of Kilmacduagh comprises a large

portion of the county of Galway.

The See of Eiwghdxme. A monastery was founded at Enach-
dune, now the parish of Annaghdown, in the barony of Clare,

county of Galway, by St. Brendan, in the sixth century, and it

became a bishop's see, which was united to Tuam in the fourteenth

century, A.D. 13-24.

Tlie See of Galway. The diocese of Galway, which comprises

the city of Galway and some adjoining districts, anciently formed

part of the diocese of Enachdune, but was afterwards presided

over by an ecclesiastic who had episcopal authority, and was

elected hy the tribes under the title of warden. The wardenship

was instituted in tlie fifteenth century, in A.D. 1484, by Pope

Innocent VIII. ; and the wardens of Galway continued till the

year 1831, the first year of the pontificate of Gregory XVI., who
abolished the wardenship and erected it into a bishop's see.

The See of Tuam. The see of Tuam was founded in the be-

ginning of the sixth century by St. larlath, or Jarlath. Tuam is

mentioned by the Irish writers as Tuaim-da-ghualann. The an-

cient sees of Mayo, Cong, and Enachdune, were afterwards an-

nexed to Tuam, and its bishops were often styled bishops of Con-

naught. The rfJoce«e of Tuam comprises the greater part of the

county of Galway, and about one-third of Mayo, with a large por-

tion of Roscommon. The suffragan sees under the archbishopric

of Tuam are those of Achonry, Killala, Elphin, Clonfert, Kibnac-

duagh, Kilfenora, and Galway.
On the ancient literature of Connaught. I. O'Maolconaire,

or O'Maolconry, anglicised to Conry and Conroy The O'Maol-

conrys are a branch of the southern Hy Nialls (who were for

many centuries kings of Meath and monarchs of Ireland), and de-

rive their descent from Maine, one of the sons of Niall of the

Hostages, monarch of Ireland in the beginning of the fifth century.

The O'Maolconrys were originally chiefs in 'Teffia or Westmeatii,

as given in the genealogies of Keating, O'Halloran and others, but

in the tenth century they crossed the Shannon into Connaught,

and many of them being learned men, got large possessions from

the O'Conors, kmgs of Connaught, and were located in the present

The castle of Roscommon was taken by Torlogh

O'Conor ; and Hugh, son of FeUm, who was con-

fined there, was released, and a ransom given for

him.

John Mac Mahon was expelled from Oriel

(Monaghan).

barony of Roscommon, county of Roscommon towards the Shan-

non, and were appointed hereditary historians, and also bards of

Connaught, which high and honourable office they held for many
centuries, one of the duties attached to which was to assist at the

inauguration of the kings of Connaught, which ceremony took

place on the hill of Carn-Fraoich, near Tulsk, in the county of

Roscommon, and an account of which has been transmitted by

Torna O'JIaolconry, who was chief bard to Felim O'Conor, king

of Connaught, at the commencement of the fourteenth century,

and who discharged that duty at his mauguration A.D. 1312.

Amongst the offices performed, O'Maolconry standing next to the

king, recited publicly, before the assembled chiefs, the principal

clergy, and the clans, the royal genealogy composed in metre, and

placed a white wand, as emblem of sovereignty, in the hands ofthe

elected king, administering the usual oath or admonition, that he

would preserve the customs of the country, and the bard finally

recorded all these proceedings in the annals of the country. Many
of the O'Maolconrys are mentioned as eminent bards and historians

in the Annals of the Four Masters, in O'Reilly's Irish Writers, and

by Ware and others. Conaing O'Maolconry is mentioned, in

d'Flaherty's Ogygia, and in Ware's Writers, in the beginning of

the eleventh century, and considered to be the author of the ancient

M.S. called the Book of the O'Maolconrys, which is often quoted

by ancient writers. The Annals of Connaught, another ancient

M.S. often quoted, the original of which was in the possession of

Dr. Charles O'Conor, and a copy of which is in the Royal Irish

Academy, contains chiefly the provincial history of Connaught,

from the thirteenth to the sixteenth century, and is considered to

have been compiled chiefly by the O'Maolconrys as Historiogra-

phers of Connaught. A beautiful M.S. on vellum, folio size, now
deposited in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, and containing partly

in poetry and partly in prose the history of Fionn Mac Cumhaill,

and the celebrated Fenian heroes of Ireland in the third century,

with some of the poems ascribed to Ossian, was composed by one

of the O'Maolconrys about the fourteenth century. Dr. Drum-
mond, in his Prize Essay on the poems of Ossian, states that Mac
Pherson, the celebrated author of Ossian' s Poems, on visiting

Oxford, was shewn the above-mentioned Irish M.S. as containing

the Poems of Ossian, a single word of which he was not able to

read. Some learned men of the O'Maolconrys have been men-

tioned in the introduction to the present publication, as having

assisted in the compilation of the Annals of the Four Masters.

A. D. I13C. Tanaidhe O'Maolconry, a celebrated historian and

poet, died, several of whose poems are quoted in O'Reilly's Irish

Writers.

Neide O'Maolconry, another historian of the same family,

died.

.\. D. 1266. Thomas O'Maolconry, archdeacon of Tuam ; and

Maoilin O'Maolconry, Historiographer of Siol Murray, died.

Four Masters.

A. D. 1270. Tanaidhe More O'Maolconry was appointed chief

Historiographer of Connaught ; and Dubhsuileach O'Maolconry,

and Dunlaing O'Maolconry, were removed from that professorship.

Four Masters.

A.D. 1310. Torna O'Maolconry, chief poet and historian of

Connaught, attended at the inauguration of Felim O'Conor, and

his poems are mentioned in O'Reilly's Irish Writers.

A.D. 1314. Conaing O'Maolconry, chiefpoet of Connaught,died.

A.D. 1385. Tanaidhe O'Maolconry, an eminent poet of Con-

naught, died.

A. D. 1404. Donogh 0'MaoIcom-y,ehief poetof the O'Conors of

Connaught, died.

A. D. 1420. Conaing O'Maolconry, poet of Connaught, died.
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IBryan O'Flynn, lord of Teallach Cumain (in

Roscommon), died.

Cuconacht O'Quinn, chief of Muintir Giollgain

(in Longford), died.

Dermod Roe, son of Cormac Oge Mac Dermott,

died in a monastic habit, in the monastei'y of Boyle.

A.D. 1441. Maoilin O'Maolconry, chief poet of Connaught,
died.

A. D. 1446. Tanaidhe O'Maolconry, an eminent poet of Con-
naught, died.

A. D. 1.511. Carbry O'Maolconry, a famous historian of Con-
naught, died.

A. D. l.^iCG. John O'Maolconry, called by the annalists Ard
Ollamli Eirionn, or chief poet and historiographer of Ireland,

flourished.

A. D. 1600. Maurice O'Maolconry, an eminent poet of Con-
naught, died.

A. D. 16-29. Died at Madrid, Florence O'Maolconry, aFranciscan
friar, and eminent for his learning, who was the fnunderof the Irish

Franciscan monastery of Louvain, and was also appointed Roman Ca-
tholic archbishop of Tiiam. It may be observed here that several of

the O'Maolconrys, were eminent ecclesiastics, and in the beginning

of the twelfth century Clarus Mac Maoilin O'Maolconry, archdeacon
of Elpliin, is often mentioned in these Annals, as tlie founder of

many monasteries.

A.D. 1701. Peter O'Maelconry, an eminent poet, flourished.

Several poems and other works written by the above named
O'Maolconrys, are given in O'Reilly's Irish Writers.

It may be here observed, that the chief representative of the

ancient, honorable, and learned family of the O'Maolconrys is Sir

John Conroy, Bart., of ArborHeld Hall, North Reading, Berkshire.

The Book of Hi/ Maine, generally called the Book of the

O'Kellys, was compiled partly by the O'Dugans, hereditary bards

and historians to the O'Kellys, and partly by Faolan Mac an Gobli-

an or Sn)ith, a learned historian, who is mentioned in O'Reilly's

Irish Writers, at A. D. 14iS. This Book of Hy Maine is a volu-

minous MS. on vellum, containing a vast deal of curious and inte-

resting information on the history and antiquities of Ireland, and a

full account of it may be seen in O'Reilly's Irish Writers, at the

year 142:!, in which it is stated that the original is in the

library of Sir William Betham, in Dublin.

O DiKjan's Topoyraphy. The O'Dugans were hereditary bards

and historians to the O'Kellys, princes of Hy Maine ; and an

account of John O'Dugan, the celebrated author of the ancient

topography of Ireland, has been given in the introduction to the

present publication ; and this topography is embodied in the

course ofthese notes, and numerous extracts are also given, literally

translated from the Topoijraphicnl Poem of O'Dugan.
Tlie Leabhar Brenc Mac Aodhaga'm, or Sjjeckled Book of

Mac Egan, an ancient M.S. often quoted by tur historians, and
containing much curious information, the original of wliich is in

the Royal Irish Academy, was composed by the Mac Egans of

Duniry, in Ualway, learned Brehons and historians.

Tlie Annuls of Boyle. The abbey of Boyle, in Roscommon, a

celebrated Cistercian monastery, was founded in the twelfth

century, and amply endowed by the Mac Dermotts, lords of Moy-
lurg ; it was long eminent as a seat of learning and religion, and its

remaining ruins shew its former magnificence. The Annals of

Boyle were composed by the monks of that abbey, and are con-

sidered as a most authentic record of tlie ancient history of

Ireland. Dr. O'Conor, in the Index to his first vol. Rer. Hib.

Scrip., says that Ware was in error in stating, that the Annals of

Connaught and the Annals of Boyle were the same, being two
different works. The Annals of Boyle, translated into Englisli,

accompanied with commentaries on the general history of Ireland,

are now fortunately in progress of publication, by that eminent
Irish historian and antiquary, John D'Alton, esq., barrister at

law, Did>lin.

Cumhrensis Eeersns, a Latin work, published about the year

1665, was written by John Lynch, a native of Galway, a learned

A.D. 1342.

A contest arose between Torlogh O'Conor (king

of Connaught), and Conor Mac Dermott, lord of

Moylurg, and Edmond Burke joined Mac Der-

mott against O'Conor.

Hugh, son of Felim O'Conor, and Donogh

ecclesiastic, who was archdeacon of Tuam, and afterwards, R.C.

bishop of Killala, and died about A.D. 1670. He published his

work under the name Gratianus Lucius, and it contains much
learned information on the ancient history of Ireland, and a full

refutation of the calumnies of Giraldus Cambrensis against the

Irish.

O'Flnherty's Otjygia, a large work written in Latin by Rode-
rick O'Flalierty, a gentleman farmer, in the barony of Moycullen,

county of (ialway. He was a man of great learning, and died in

the year 171H, in the 89th year of his age. The Ogygia was pub-

lished in Loudon, A.D. 1685, and translated into English by the

Rev. James Healy, and published in Dublin, A. D. 17!)3. The
work contains vast infornjation on ancient Irish history, and is

particularly valuable on Chronology.

Dlisertnfloiis on the Ancient History of Ireland, a very

learned work, published about the year 1780, by Charles O'Conor
of Belenagar, in the county of Roscommon, who also published

O'Flaherty's Ogygia Vindicated, and other learned works.

Beruin Hibernicarnm Scriptores Veteres. The Rev. Dr.

Charles O'Conor, nephew to Charles O'Conor of Belenagar,

and librarian to the duke of Buckingham, at Stowe, in England,

published in 1824, in four large quarto volumes, this great work,

containing various learned dissertations, and translations into

Latin, of the chief works of the Irish annalists, as the Annals of

the Four Masters, to the English invasion ; the Annals of Inuis-

fallen ; the Annals of Tigearnach ; the Annals of Ulster ; of

Boyle, &c.
Amongst the learned poets and historians of Connaught, the

O'Dalys, as already stated, were eminent ; also the O'Duigenans
;

O'Higgins ; O'Gibleans, &c. The O'Duigenans of Kilronan, in the

county of Roscommon, composed a learned M.S. work on Irish

history, often quoted, and called the Booh of the O'Duigenans,

and also assisted in the compilation of the Annals of the Four
Masters.

The Book of Fenagh, called also the Book of St. Caillin, from

St. Caillin, who founded the abbey of Fenagh, in the fifth century.

It was partly compiled by St. Caillin himself, and contains some
poetical pieces, called the Prophecies of St. Caillin ; and much
interesting information on the history of the O'Rourkes, and the

aff'airs of Connaught. Patrick O'Maolconry, Teige O'Rody, ab-

bot of Fenagh, and others, are mentioned amongst its compilers,

and a fine copy of it is in the possession of JNlr. Geraghty, of

Anglesea-street, the publisher of these Annals.

The Boohs of Leacan and BaUymote, compiled by the learned

Mac Firbises and other historians, in Sligo, are two of the greatest

works on Irish history and antiquities, and an account of them
has been given in the note on North Connaught. Thus it appears

that the province of Connaught holds a distinguished rank with

respect to ancient Irish literature. In the present article only

a sliort sketch could be given of the works composed in Con-

naught, and many have not been mentioned ; but in the course of

these notes full accounts will be given of the ancient literature of

Ireland, and of the works composed in the dift'erent provinces,

with memoirs of the various writers. The history and topography

of the ancient kingdoms of Meath, Ulster, and Connaught, are

finished in the present number, and in the succeeding numbers
will be given the history and topography of Leinsterand Monster,

together with their chiefs and clans, and the ancient territories

possessed by each, commencing with Thomond.

A.D. 1340.

1. Oirbealaigh, afterwards called JIuckross Abbey, situated

on a peninsula on one of the lakes of Killamey, county of Kerry.
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O'Beirne, chief of Tir Briune of the Shannon,

confined Torlogh O'Conor in the church of El-

phin, after he had gone to make reprisals for a

depredation committed by the Muintir Bcirne on

Hoberd Burke, and they slew some of the gallo-

glasses of O'Conor, together with his constable

Mac Rory.

A general commotion arose after that in Con-

naught, the Clan Murtogh (O'Conors) having at

first joined O'Conor against Mac Dermott, but

subsequently sided with Mac Dermott and Mac
William ; the Clan Maurice then committed a

disgraceful treachery in their own country against

the Clan William Burke, and slew Thomas Burke ;

and John Burke was slain on the same occasion by

the Clan Rickard, at the instigation of the Clan

Maurice and O'Conor.

Cathal, son of Gilcreest INIac Dermott, was slain

by Fergal O'Teige in this contest, and Fergal the

son of Gilcreest Finn (the Fair), Mac Cormac was

also slain.

Mac Dermott with his chiefs made a vigorous

attack on O'Conor at Belathslisen (in Roscommon),

in which he gained the Ford against him ; and

Dermod, son of Bryan O'Ferrall, the best man of

the Conmacnians (in Longford) of his tribe, with

the son of Hoberd Burke, and Conor, son of

Donogh Duv O'Healey, were slain on that occa-

sion.

John Mac Mahon, lord of Oriel (Monaghan),

went to plunder Hugh, son of Ralph Mac Mahon,
and was slain in the rere of the preying party, and

many of his galloglasses were slain and drowned.

Cormac, son of Roderick, son of Donal O'Conor,

was taken prisoner by Conor, the son of Teige,

and by Roderick, the son of Cathal O'Conor; and

Conor, the son of Teige, was afterwards taken

prisoner by Bryan, the son of Roderick, and he

delivered him into the hands of Conor Mac Der-

mott, who sent him to be confined on the Rock of

Lough Key.

Donal O'Dogherty, chief of Ard Miodhair

2. Lios Sealbhaidh, probably Lissonuffy, in the barony of Ros-
common.

A. D. 1341.

1. CToc/iar, or Clogher, in the comity of Tyrone, which place,

accordingf to the learned Cathal Mac Guire, canon of Armagh, and
archdeacon of Clogher, who compiled the Annals of Ulster in the

fifteenth century, obtained its name from a celebrated idol of the

Druids worshipped there, and called Clock oir, or the Golden

(in Donegal), and of Triochaced Tire Enda, a

man full of hospitality and generosity, died, and
was succeeded in the chieftaincy by John O'Dogh-
crtv.

All the Siol Murray (clans of Roscommon),
with the chiefs who supported them, turned against

Torlogh, son cf Hugh, son of Owen O'Conor, and
the following were the principal chiefs amongst

those who united against him on that occasion,

namely, Edmond Mac William Burke; Conor Mac
Dermott, lord of Moylurg, with his kinsmen and

party; Hugh, son of Hugh Brefnach, son of Cathal

Roe O'Conor ; Teige, son of Roderick O'Conor

;

Cathal, son of Hugh Brefnach, son of Cathal Roe,

with the forces of Brefney and of Conmaicne ; and

Hugh, son of Felim, son of Hugh, son of Owen
O'Conor, all of whom assembled against O'Conor,

and expelledhimasecondtime from his country and

lands, upon which he was advised by his friends to

go secretly, without telling many of it, to Mac
Dermott's place, to ascertain if he would make
peace with him. The Clan Murtogh (O'Conor),

however, having received intelligence of his inten-

tion, and of the particular night on which O'Conor

was to come to Mac Dermott's house, they planted

themselves in the perilous passes ofthe way through

which O'Conor was to proceed to Mac Dermott's

fortress, but Torlogh however escaped them until

he got to the road leading to the fortress, when he

was attacked, and Cathal, son of Hugh Brefnach

Glass,was wounded in the first onset; and although

he (O'Conor), with his other three companions

were but a few against many, compared to the

force which opposed him, he escaped in despite of

them, without himself or any of his party losing a

drop of blood, or receiving a wound. Mac Der-

mott had no knowledge of the great danger in

which Torlogh was placed until he heard the loud

shouting, clamour, and swearing all around the

fortress, and being informed of the circumstances,

he despatched messengers privately for O'Conor

to conduct him safely to the Rock^ and have him

Stone, from its being covered with gold. Saint Patrick founded

a church here, over which his disciple, St. Mac Cartin, presided,

and it became the seat of the diocese of Clogher, of which an ac-

count has been given in the note on Orgiall. The abbey of Clogher

was long celebrated as a seat of learning and religion. Mac-
an-Gobhan, or Mac Gowan, a name which has been anglicised to

Smith, were an ancient clan, of whom an account has been given

in the notes on Dalaradia and Brefney.
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protected until he could ascertain if he could make
peace for him. O'Conor remained there for a

week, during which time the chiefs of the countiy

frequently visited him at the request of Mac Der-

mott, who finding he could not succeed in obtain-

ing terms of peace for him, escorted him with

a force of cavaby, and left him at Roscom-
mon.

Conor Roe Mac Geoghegan, lord of Kind
Fiacha (in Westmeath), was slain by the EngUsh.

Thomas O'Cinga, Maurice Mac Geoghegan,

and Simon, the son of Conor, who was the son of

Simon Mac GiollaiTaidh, one of the chiefs of

Lieney (in Sligo), died.

Murrogh, son of Tomaltach O'Flanagan (in

Roscommon), one of the best men of his name,

was slain by the galloglasses of the son of

Cathal.

Hugli, son of Hugh Brefhach, the son of Cathal

Roe O'Conor, was appointed king of Connaught
by the Conacians, and Mac Wilbam Burke, on
the first Monday of winter after they had deposed

Torlogh; and they conferred the Tanistship of

Connaught on Hugh, son of Fehm O'Conor, and
Tirerill (in Sligo),was given toFergalMac Dermott.

Teige, son of Tomaltach, the son of Maurice

Mac Donogh, was expelled from his own territoiy

(in Tirerill), by Conor Mac Dermott and his

kinsmen, and he went to reside with Torlogh

O'Conor ; and Fergal (Mac Dermott), the son of

Tomaltach, then took possession of Tirerill.

The Giolla Duv Mac Guire was drowned in

Lough Erne.

Matthew Mac Manus (in Fermanagh), an

affluent landed proprietor, who never refused hos-

pitality to any man rich or poor, died.

Conor, son of Hugh, son of Donal Oge O'Don-
nell, lord of Tirconnell, of North Connaught, Fer-

managh, Kinel Moain, and Inisowen, a worthy
heir to the sovereignty of Ireland in personal

figure, wisdom, hospitality, nobility, prudence,

ingenuity, cheerfulness, abilities, strength, valour,

piety, and benevolence, was slain by his brother

NiaU O'Donnell, who had surprised him by night

in his fortress at Mm-beach (in Donegal), and
Niall himself assumed the lordship.

Flann Oge O'DonneUan, chief professor of

poetry in Connaught, died.

Donal O'Coinlesg, a learned historian, was

slain by the people of Hy Diarmada (in Roscom-
mon), shortly after Easter.

Thomas Mac Gilcoisgley, a man distinguished

for hospitality and benevolence, died.

Pierce Albanach (the Scot), was slain by the

sons of Myler Bermingham.

A. D. 1343.

John Mac Eoigh, bishop of Conmaicne (Ardagh),

died.

Johannes O'Laithin, bishop of Killala; and

Cathal Mac AnUathanaigh, abbot of the Trinity

(Trinity Island on Lough Key, county of Ros-

common), died.

Donogh Cleireach O'Mulbrenan, a canon of

the chapter of Elphin, was slain by the cast of a

javelin by the people of Hoberd, the son of David

Dunn Mac VViOiam (Burke).

Slaine, daughter of O'Brien, and wife of Tor-

logh O'Conor, king of Connaught, died.

Cathal O'Madden, the most distinguished man
of his name for hospitality and nobleness, was

slain by the Clanrickard.

Dearvoil, daughter of Hugh O'Donnell, having

gone to Inis Doighre on a visit to Mac Dermott,

was seized with a fatal disease, of which she died,

and was buried with honour and solemnity in the

monastery of Boyle; and no lady of her family ever

before excelled her in goodness.

Duvcovlagh, daughter of Mac Dermott, and

wife of O'Brien, died.

Murtogh O'Brien, lord of Thomond, died, and

Dermod O'Brien assumed the lordship, but was,

however, dispossessed of it by Bryan O'Brien, to

whom the nobility of Thomond made their sub-

mission.

Thomas Mac Gauran, chief of Tullaghaw (in

Cavan), died.

Ulick Mac Rickard (Bm'ke), the son of WiUiara

Liath (the grey), the most distinguished young

nobleman of the EngUsh of Ireland for hospitahty

and generosity, died.

TheBerminghams and the people of Clanrickard,

(Burkes), gained a great victory over the people of

Hy Maine, (O'KeUys), in which eleven of the

chiefs of Hy Maine, along with Conor Cervach

O'Kelly were slain.
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Niall O'Donnell was deposed from his lordship

by Aongus O'Donnell, aided by Donal Duv
O'Boyle, Hugh O'Doghertj', and by the influence

of Hugh Reamhar O'Neill, and the Clan Sweeney

;

and Aongus, son of Conor, son of Hugh, son of

Donal Oge, (O'Donnell), was appointed to the

lordship of Tirconnell.

The Clan Murtogh, (O'Conors of Sligo), were

expelled from Brefney by Ualgarg O'Rourke,

Torlogh O'Conor, and Teige Mae Rannall. The

Clan Murtogh removed to Tir Hugh (in Donegal),

under the protection of O'Donnell, and Aongus,

that is, O'Donnell, gave them Tir Hugh. A bat-

tle took place after that between Aongus and Niall

(the O'Donnells) at Achadh Mona, and the Clan

Murtogh having joined Aongus against Niall, they

defeated Niall and his people; and Andiles O'Boyle,

chief of Tir Ainmireach (in Donegal), with his

son ; Owen, the son of Art O'Donnell, and many
others were slain there, and Aongus was victorious.

David Mac Oiraghty, the coarb of St. Patrick

(archbishop of Armagh), died.

John Mac Duibhne, archdeacon of Dromleathan,

(Drumlane in Cavan), died.

Conor Mac Dermott, lord of Moylurg, the foun-

tain of generosity, and the most eminent of the

Clan Midrooney More, the son of Teige, son of

Cathal, son of Conor, died in his own house a

week after Lammas, on a Saturday, after having

gained the victory over the world and the devil,

and was buried in the monastery of Boyle ; and

Fergal Mac Dermott, his brother, was appointed

in his place.

Roderick Mac Craith, chief poet of Leath

Mogha (south of Ireland), died.

A.D. 1344.

The bishop of Lieney (Achonry), died.

Murrogh, son of Maolmuaidh O'Hara, abbot of

Boyle, and bishop elect of Lieney, died.

Nicholas Magrath, coarb of Termon Dabeog
(abbot of Lough Derg, in the diocese of Clogher),

died.

Art More the son of Coi-mac O'Melaghlin, king

of Meath, was slain by Cormac Ballach O'Melagh-

lin, who assumed the government.

Hugh, son of Ralph Mac Mahon, lord of

Orgiall (Monaghan), died, and Murrogh Oge Mac
Mahon assumed the lordship, but died in a week

afterwards, and Manus son of Eochy, son of Ralph
Mac ]Mahon, then assumed the lordship.

AVilliam, son of Mahon Mac Rannall (in Lei-

trim), was slain by the sons of Cathal Mac Ran-
nall.

Mahon Mac Gilcreest, the chaplain of Mac
Dermott, was slain by Muintir Heley, on the Cm-
lew mountains.

Bryan, the son of Roderick Mac Guire (in Fer-

managh), died.

A. D. 1345.

Giolla-na-neev O'Cianain (O'Keenan), abbot of

Lios Gabhail (Lisgoole in Fermanagh), died.

Torlogh, son of Hugh, son of Owen O'Conor,

king of Connaught, was killed in harvest by the

cast of a javelin, in Fiodh Daradha (the oak wood),

in Muintir Eoluis (in Leitrim), he having gone to

aid Teige Mac Rannall against the Clan Murtogh
Muinach O'Conor, at Lough Airinn (Lough Ar-

row, in Sligo) ; the Clan Murtogh, and the other

portion of Muintir Eoluis followed him to Fiodh

Doradh, and slew him at Guirteen na-Spideoige,

and none of the Irish that had been slain for a long

time was a greater loss than he. Hugh, son of

Torlogh, was appointed his successor.

Bryan O'Ferrall, a worthy heir to the lordship

of Annaly, died, a man blameless in every thing he

had done through life, and finally gained the vic-

tory over the world and the devil.

Hugh O'Neill sailed with a fleet on Lough
Neagh, but the Clanaboy (O'Neills of Clanaboy),

with their forces attacked him, and many were

killed and wounded on both sides ; but Hugh,
however, escaped in despite of them, in his ships.

Manus O'Flynn of Line (Moylinny in Antrim),

was slain by Donal Donn and by Bryan O'Neill.

Cormac, son of Roderick O'Conor, died.

Cormac, son of Murtogh Mac Loughlin, was

slain by the sons of Ualgarg, the son of Fergal

(O'Rourke.)

A.D. 1346.

A war arose between O'Rourke, that is, Ual-

garg, and Roderick, son of Cathal O'Conor, and a

battle was foughtbetweenthem atCalraighofLough

Gill (in Sligo), in whichO'Rourke was defeated, and

all his galloglasses slain, viz., Mac Buiroe, and the

son of Niall Cam, with his party ; O'Rourke, being

T
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pursued by Roderick O'Conor and the Mac Don-
oghs, was slain by Mulrooney Mac Donogh, and
his death was much lamented.

Tlie four sons of Cathal, son of the Caoch Mac
Rannall, were taken prisoners on Lough-an-Sguir

(Lough Scur in Leitrim), by Conor Mac Rannall,

and were conveyed by Tomaltach ]\Iac Rannall to

Caisiol Cosgraigh, where they were slain.

Cu-uladh Mac Cathmail, chief of Kinel Fere-

daigh (in Tyrone), was killed by Donal Mac
Cathmail.

Bryan Mac Mahon (chief of Monaghan), de-

feated the English in a battle, in which they lost

three hundred men.

Niall O'Donnell, with the sons of Murtogh,

son of Felim O'Conor, and Maurice Mac Der-

niott, having pursued Roderick, son of Cathal

(O'Conor), to Culmaoile (Collooney in Sligo),

defeated him and the Mac Donoghs in battle,

with great slaughter, and afterwards plundered

them, and carried away as much booty as they
pleased.

Mac Dermott Gall was treacherously slain in

his own house, by the sons of Waldrin Mac Cos-

teUo, and they also killed Cormac Caoch Mac Finin.

Conor O'Bcirne (of Roscommon) was slain.

Ivar, son of Murrogh O'Ferrall (in Longford),

was slain by Biyan Mac Tiarnan, and by the Clan

Mac Murtogh.

Art, son of Thomas O'Rourke (in Leitrim), was

slain by Donal Mac Tiarnan.

A.D. 1347.

Maolmoeg O'Tully, the official (vicar-general),

of Lough Erne (diocese of Clogher), died.

Giolla-na-neev, son of Geoffrey, son of Giolla-

na-neev O'Ferrall, lord of Annaly (Longford), the

chief defender of Conmaicne, in valour, fortitude,

hospitality, and nobleness, died at Cluan Lisbeag,

having been for a long period in the chief govern-

ment of Annaly, and after having gained the palm

of victory over the world and the devil. Cathal,

son of Murrogh, son of Giolla-na-neev O'Ferrall,

then assumed the loi'dship of Annaly.

Maurice Mac Dermott (in Roscommon), was

slain by John Roc, son of David Burke.

Teige Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir Eoluis,

was taken prisoner by the Clan Murtogh, (O'Conors

of Sligo).

William Mac David (Burke), was slain by
Teige Roe Mac Dermott Gall, at Ballintobber.

Thomas Mac Artan, lord of Hy Veach in Ulidia,

(county of Down), was hanged by the English.

Owen O'Madden, chief of Siol Anmcha (in

Galway), died, and was succeeded in the chief-

taincy of Siol Anmcha by his son, Murrogh.

Aongus, the son of Gara O'Madden, died.

The church of Kilronan (in Roscommon), was

re-built by Fergal O'Duigenan.

Fionguala, daughter of Mac Finin, and wife of

Fergal O'Duigenan, died.

Henry, son of Hugh Buidhe O'Neill ; Fion-

guala, daughter of Malachj' O'Reilly (of Cavan)
;

and the Giolla Duv Mac Giollamochua, died.

Donogh, son of Hugh Oge O'Ferrall, died.

Sidredh O'Cuirnin, the learned poet and histo-

riographer of Brefney, died.

A. D. 1348.

Niall Garv O'Donnell, lord of Tirconnell, after

having experienced much trouble during the

period of his government, was treacherously and

maliciously slain, by Manus Meabhlach (the De-
ceitful) O'Donnell, at the harbour of Inis Saimer

(Ballyshannon). Niall was a tower of bravery,

strength, and defence, until then, and his death, in

such a manner, was a melancholy occurrence.

Aongus, the son of Conor O'Donnell, who was

in contention with Niall, assumed the government.

Cathal O'Ferrall, lord of Annaly, died.

Malachy Mac Oiraghty, chief of Muintir Roduiv

(in Roscommon) ; and Donogh Mac Brady, chief

of Cuil Brighde (Kilbride, county of Cavan), died.

A contention arose between Fergal Mac Der-

mott and Roderick, son of Cathal, son of Donal

O'Conor, and the fortress of Mac Dermott was

burned by Roderick; Mac Dermott, after that,

having collected his friends, pursued Roderick to

his fortress at Ballymote (in Sligo), and burned

the town, both stone and wooden buildings,and they

returned home without meeting any opposition;

they liberated the son of O'Rourke, who was impri-

soned in the town, together with all the other

prisoners they found there.

The Berminghams were expelled by Edmond
Burke ; and Bermingham himself was forced to

fly for refuge to the house of O'Conor.

I
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A.D. 1349.

Hugh O'Rourke gained a victorj^ over Flaherty

O'Rourke, Donogh O'Donnell, and the people of

Diirtry (in Leitrim) ; and Hugh Mac Clancy,

chief of Dartry ; Gilci-eest Mac Clancy ; Loghlin,

son of Andilis O' Boyle, and many others, were

slain in the conflict.

John Duv Mac Donnell was slain by Manus,

son of Eochy Mac Mahon (in Monaghan).

Giolla-na-neev O'Higgin, a learned poet (in

Connaught), died.

Another commotion arose between Mac
Dcrmott and Roderick O'Conor ; Mac Dermott

collected all the English and Irish he could, to-

gether with the Clan Murtogh (O'Conors of Sligo),

and the Tirconnellians, with whom he marched

against the son of Cathal (O'Conor), but Roderick

fled before them, and they pursued him to Clan

Fermaighe (in Leiti-im), but he escaped from all

the English and Irish together, and they returned

without gaining any advantage or obtaining hos-

tages. Roderick then, having collected a force,

burned, laid waste, and plundered the greater

part of Moylurg.

A great plague raged in Ireland, and particu-

larly in Moylurg (in Roscommon), by which an

immense number of people were destroyed ; and

Matthew, the son of Cathal O'Rourke, died of the

same plague.

Donogh Riavach, son of Malachy Carrach Mac
Dermott, was taken prisoner by Cormac Bodhar

Mac Dermott, and conveyed to Airteach (in Ros-

common), where he was put to death, at Dun-

thaidhe, by the people of Airteach, namely,

Gilcreest Mac Tully, and O' Kearney.

Richard O'Reilly, lord of East Brefney (county

of Cavan), and the son of the earl, died.

Gilbert O'Flanagan, chief of Tura (in Fer-

managh), was slain bythesonsof BryanO'Flanagan.

Murtogh Riaganach Mac Gennis (in the

county of Down), was slain by his own kinsmen.

Roderick O'Kane, lord of the Creeve, and of

Ard Kianaght (in Derry), died.

Hugh O'Reilly (in Cavan), and the Giolla

Caoch Mac Dorchy (in Leitrim), died.

Maurice Mac Donogh, chief of Corran (in Sligo),

a man distinguished for knowledge and hospitality,

died.

The lord justice and the Enghsh of Meath gave

a great defeat to O'Melaghlin and the Irish of

Meath, in which many of the chiefs were slain.

A.D. 1350.

William O'Dowd, bishop of Killala, a founder

of churches and sanctuaries, a man eminent for

his piety, alms-giving, and humanity, died.

Hugh, king of Connaught, the son of Hugh
Brefnach O'Conor, who was called the O'Conor,

was slain by Hugh O'Rourke, at Moy Angaidhe.

Fergal O'Rourke, son of Ualgarg, was slain by

the son of Cathal Cleireach Mac Donogh.

Bryan Mac Dermott, heir to the lordship of

Moylurg, was slain at Roscommon, by Muintir

Aneaspuig O'Feenaghty, with a chance cast of a

javelin, and the person who was accused of casting

it, namely, Roderick Antseomra O'Donaghoe, was

instantly put to death, as a reparation for the deed.

Bryan, son of Donal, son of Bryan Roe

O'Brien, was treacherously slain by the sons of

Lorcan Mac Keogh ; and for liim the following

was composed

—

" Sorrowful was the fate of Donal's only son,

Mournful was the death of Brian Boromha,

Sorrowful was his unexpected end,

Pity that the Clan Keogh should exult in his fall."

Torlogh Oge O'Brien slew sixteen men of the

Clan Keogh, in retaliation for their misdeeds ; he

also deprived them of their lands and property.

Roderick, son of Cathal, son of Donal O'Conor,

was treacherously slain at Garrdha-na-fionguine

on Brecslieve," by the sons of Fergal Mac Donogh,

at the instigation of Hugh, the son of Torlogh.

Hugh, the son of Torlogh (O'Conor), was de-

posed by Mac William Burke, and the people of

the Tuatha of Connaught (in Roscommon), and

they appointed, in opposition to him, Hugh, the

son of Felim (O'Conor).

Cuchoigrighe (Peregrine) More Mac Geoghe-

gan, lord of Kinel Fiacha (in Westmeath) ; Hugh,

the son of Awlave Mac Guire (in Fermanagh)
;

and Maurice Mac Donogh (in Sligo), died.

Aongus Roe O'Daly (of Westmeath), chief

poet of Ireland ; and Aongus O'Heoghusa, an

eminent poet, died.

A.D. 1350.

1. JJrec.rfJo6/i, or Bracklieve Mountains, in the northern ex-

tremity of Hoscommon, near Lough Allen.

T 2
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A. D. 1351.

The monaster)' of Rusoirbeallaigh,' in the dio-

cese of Tuam, was erected for Franciscan friars.

Owen Nalaithighe Mac Sweeney (in Donegal),

was slain by Manus O'Donnell.

Philip Mac Gnire, chief of Muintir Peodachain

(Pettigo in Fermanagh) ; and Enna O'Flanagan,

chief of Tura (in Fermanagh), died.

Hugh, son of Torlogh (O'Conor), regained his

power, and the hostages of Connaught were de-

livered up to him ; and Hugh, the son of Fehm,

was expelled from the country.

Hugh O'Rourke was taken pi-isoner by Mac
Philbin Mac William Burke, on his i-eturn from

Croagh Patrick ; and Mac Dermott rose in oppo-

sition to the Clan Philbin on that account, and

great depredations were committed between them.

Mahon Mac Consnamha (in Leitrim), was slain

by the family of Donogh Mac Consnamha.

A public invitation to a general entertainment,

at Christmas, was issued by Wilham, the son of

Donogh Muinach O' Kelly (lord of Hy Maine, in

Gfilway and Roscommon), to the colleges of Ire-

land, to all travellers, and to the poor and indigent

;

and all classes, noble and ignoble, rich and poor,

were abundantly entertained, and were perfectly

satisfied with himself and his son Malachy.

A.D. 1352.

Hugh, son of Torlogh O'Conor, re-assumed the

government despite of all the English and Irish

that were opposed to him.

Hugh O'Rourke, lord of Brefnej', was slain by

Cathal, son of Hugh Brefnach O'Conor, and by the

Clan Murtogh (O'Conors), and a slaughter of the

galloglasses of the Mac Sweeneys took place on

that occasion.

HughO'Mulbrenan (in Roscommon),and his two

sons, were slain by Hugh,the son of Felim O'Conor.

Aongus, son of Conor, son of Hugh, son of

Donal Oge O'Donnell, lord of Tirconnell, a vigor-

ous and resolute man, the most distinguished in

Ulster in his time for hospitality and nobleness.

A.D. 1351.

1. BiwoirfteaJfligi/i, now Rosserelly, situated on the river Ross,

in tlie barony of Clare, county of Gahvay, where some ruins of

this extensive monastery still remain.

was slain by Manus O'Donnell ; Felim O'Donnell

succeeded him, and John, the son of Conor

O'Donnell, contended with him for the lordship.

Ballindoon was taken by Torlogh O'Conor.

Conor, son of Maurice Mac Donogh (in Sligo),

a general patron of men of learning and arts
;

Davock Dillon, the son of Ulick of Hy Malia (in

Mayo), the chief of the kerns (light troops), and

of the Dillons of Connaught ; Thomas Mac Ran-

nall ; and Teige, the son of Siacus O'Kelly, died.

A.D. 1353.

John O'Carbry, the coarb of Tighernach, of

Cluan Eois,' died.

Gormley, daughter of O'Donnell, and wife of

O'Neill, died, and no woman in her time was more

distinguished for virtue and good fame.

Hugh, the son of Roderick O'Neill ; and

Mahon, the son of Giolla-na-neev O'Ferrall, lord

of Annaly, died.

Teige Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir Eoluis,

was slain by the Clan Geoffrey Mac Rannall.

Hugh, the son of Torlogh (O'Conor), was de-

posed,and MacBrenan retained him in the country.

The monastery of Kilconnell, in the diocese of

Clonfert, in Connaught, was founded for Francis-

can friars, by WiUiam O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine.

A.D. 1354.

O'Laghnan, bishop of Connaught, and John

O'Feenaghty, bishop of Elphin, died.

Mac Murrogh was put to death by the English,

and a great war arose in consequence thereof,

between the English and Irish.

Roderick O'Moore, lord of Leix (in the Queen's

county), was slain by his own kinsmen and house-

hold.

Bryan O'Dowd, chief of his tribe in Tireragh

(in Sligo), died, and was succeeded by his son

Donal.

Bryan, the son of Hugh More O'Neill ; Cathal,

the son of Niall O'Rourke ; Geoffrey Mac Ran-

A.D. 1.353.

1. Cluan Eois, now Clones in Monairhan, of which St. Tlehear-
nach was founder in tlie sixth century, hence the coarb of Tighear-
nach signifies the abbot of Clones.
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nail ; Geoffrey O'Reilly ; Sitrick Mac Gauran

;

and Fero-al Mac Geoo;hea;an, chief of Kinel Fiacha

(in Westmcath), died.

Roderick, the son of John Mac Mahon (in

Monaghan), was slain in the fortress of Mac
Mahon.

The Clanaboy O'Neills and the English of

Dundalk gave a great defeat to Hugh O'Neill, in

which a great niuxiber were slain.

DerforgaiU, the daughter of O'Conor ; Felira,

the son of Cathal O'Conor ; and Hoberd Burke,

died.

Flaherty Mac Gilefinen (in Fermanagh), and

his brother, were slain by his own people.

MuiTogh, the son of Cathal O'Ferrall, and Teige

Mac Seanlaich, died.

Saerbrethach, the son of Maolisa Dunn Mac
Egan, chief pi'ofessor of Conmaicne (in Leitrim),

died on Inis Clothran (in Lough Ree, county of

Longford).

Malachy Mac Raiferty, chief professor of poetry

in Fermanagh, died.

A. D. 1355.

Conor Mac Consnamha, bishop of Brefney,'

from Drumcliff to Kells ; Mac Gallgael, prior of

the Trinity ; and Mac Cathail, abbot of Sruthra,

died.

Donogh, son of Felim, son of Hugh, son of

Donal Oge O'Donnell, was slain while forcibly

attempting the abduction of Gormley, the daughter

of Hugh Roe Mac Guire (lord of Fermanagh),

and Donn, the son of Murrogh, was the man who
slew him in the fortress of Mac Guire.

Donal, the son of John O'FeiTall, lord of

Annaly, died.

Dermod O'Mulvey, chief of Muintir Carolan (in

Leiti'ini), was slain by Muintir Beirne (of Ros-

A. D. 1355.

1. Bishop of Brefney, from Kells to Drumcliff, that is from
Kells in Meath to Drumcliif in Sligo, which was the extent of the
diocese of Kilraore. Mac Consnamha, a name anglicised to Ford,
were chiefs of Muintir Kenny in Leitrim. The prior of the Trinity

here mentioned, was that of Trinity Island on Lough Key, in the
county of Roscommon. The abbot of Sruthra was abbot oi' Shrule,
in the barony of Kilmaine, county of Mayo.

A. D. 1356.

1. Primate of Armagh. The archbishop of Armagh at this

time, according to Ware and others, was the celebrated Richard
Fitzralph. This Fergal, son of Geoffrey Mac Rannall, is not given
in Ware's Archbishops of Armagh; he appears to have been of the

common), and a great number of Muintir Eoluis

were slain along with him.

Cathal O'Quinn, chief of Muintir Giollgain (in

Longford), and also five of his kinsmen, were slain

by the Clan Shane and the Clan Hugh.
Cormac Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir Eoluis,

was slain by the sons of Ivar Mac Rannall.

Fergal, son of Fergal, son of Murtogh More,

the son of Congalach Mac Geoghcgan, chief of

Kinel Fiacha (in Westmeath), died.

Murrogh, the son of Cathal O'Ferrall ; Derfor-

gaiU, the daughter of O'Ferrall ; and Teige Mac
Egan, a man learned in the law (Brehonism),

died.

The English of the west of Connaught defeated

Mac William (Burke), and slew many of his

people.

Edward Mac William Mac Rickard (Burke),

was slain by the people of Siol Anmcha (in Gal-

way).

Rickard Oge gave a great defeat to the people

of Mac William (Burke), that is, Edward, and the

people of Siol Anmcha, in which Stephen Mac
Jordan, Henry Mac Philbin, and sixteen of the

chiefs of Siol Anmcha, were slain.

Niall Mac Mahon (in Monaghan), was slain by

the sons of John Mac Mahon.
Aduc Mac Quillan (of Antrim), was slain by

the people of Orior (in Armagh).

Ten lambs were yeaned at once by one sheep.

A.D. 1356.

Fergal, son of Geoffrey Mac Rannall, primate

of Armagh,' and successor of St. Patrick, died.

NicholasMac Cathasaigh, bishop of Orgiall,^ died.

Solotnon O'Meallan, keeper of an adjuration

bell,^ died; he was the most illustrious of the

clergy of Ireland.

ancient family of the Mac Rannalls, chiefs of Mumtir Eoluis in

Leitrim, and was probably the same person as the primate called

Fitzralph by W^are and others.

•2. Bishop of Orgiall, that is bishop of Clogher. There are two
or three of the Mac Cathasaighs given as bishops of Clogher, and
the name appears to be Mac Casey, but some suppose it to he Mac
Cassidy.

8. Adjuration Bell. In ancient times the Irish held in great

veneration some of the bells used by the saints in early times, and
preserved them for many ages, some of them even to the present

day ; amongst other purposes for administering solemn oaths and
adjurations, and to swear falsely on them was considered the

greatest crime and profanation.
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Hugh, son of Torlogh O'Conor, king of Con-
naught, was slain in Baile Loch Deacair," by
Donogh Carrach O'Kelly, and by the Clan Mac
Award, at the instigation of the Hymanians, for

the crime of carrj'ing otf clandestinely the daughter
of Seoinin Burke, the wife of O'Kelly.

Hugh, son of Felim O'Conor, then assumed the

sovereignty of Connaught.

Conor, son of Teige O'Kelly, was slain by
Teige, the son of Dermod O'Kelly.

Torlogh, son of Hugh Brefnach O'Conor, was
slain by the Mac Donoghs.

Dermod, son of Dermod Mac Carthy (in the

the county of Cork), and his son Donogh, were

slain by the son of O'Sullivan.

More, daughter of O'Conor, and wife of O'Fer-
rall, died.

Murtogh, son of John O'Neill (of Tyrone), was
slain by Philip Mac Guire.

Dugall Mac Sweeney was slain by Donal
O'Conor.

Roderick, son of Hugh O'Conor, and Donal,

son of Hugh Brefnach O'Conor, died.

Donogh Mac Namara (of Clare), the best chiefs

son in Munster ia his time, was slain by the

O'Briens.

Donogh Praisteach was treacherously slain by
two of his own people.

Garrett Tyrrell was put to death by the king of

England's people on the plain of Dublin.

Murrogh, son of Bryan O'Neill, died.

Felim, son of Hugh, son of Donal Oge, lord of

Tirconneil, was slain by his brother's son, namely,

John, the son of Conor O'Donnell, who assumed
the lordship of Tirconneil without opposition.

A.D. 1357.

Clement O'Duigenan, vicar of Kilronan (in Ros-

common), died ; he was called the priest of the

Sionachs.

Manus Mac Mahon, lord of Orgiall (Monaghan);

Loghlin, son of Murtogh O'Conor ; and Fergal

Muinach O'Duigenan, chief professor of Con-
maicne (in Leitrim), and of Clan Maolrooney (in

Roscommon), north and south, died.

4. Baile Locha Deacair was probahly in that part of Galway
called Hy Maine, lielonging lo the O'Kellys ; and the Mac Wards
were a clan in the barony of Tiaquin, county of Galway.

John, son of Bryan O'Reilly (chief of Cavan),

was slain by the English.

Bryan, son of Gilcreest O'Rourke, and Manus
Buidhe Mac Gauran (in Cavan), were slain in the

Routs (county of Antrim) of Mac Quillan, by
Hugh O'Neill.

Donslevy Mac Carroll, the most accomplished

master ofmusic and harmony in his own time, died.

A general peace was concluded between the

two Cathals, namely, Cathal, son of Hugh Bref-

nach (O'Conor), and Cathal Oge, son of Cathal,

son of Donal (O'Conor).

A.D. 1358.

Bryan Mac Cathmoil, bishop of Orgiall

(Clogher), died.

Manus Mac Guire was slain by the Clan Cath-

mail (of Tyrone).

Donal O'Hara, lord of Lieney (in Sligo), died

on Easter Day.

Conor O'Hanley, chief of Kinel Dobtha, the son

of Aongus( in Roscommon), died after he had gained

the palm of victory over the world and the devil.

Hugh O'Neill gained a battle over the Orgal-

lians (people of Monaghan and Armagh), and the

people of Fermanagh, in which Hugh Mac Cabe

and Malachy Mac Anaspuig O'Dowd, with many
others, were slain.

O'Moore (of Leix, in the Queen's county),

gained a great victory over the English of Dublin,

and left two hundred and forty of them dead on

the field of battle.

Torlogh, son of Hugh of the Wood O'Neill, and

the son of Andrew Bermingham, died.

A great shower of hail fell in Crioch Cairpre

(Carbury in Sligo), in the summer, and each stone

was as large as a wild apple.

Senicin Mac Quillan, high constable of the

province of Ulster, died.

The son of Giolla losa O'Flanagan was slain by
Manus, son of Cathal, the son of Hugh Brefnach

(O'Conor).

A. D. 1359.

Cormac Mac Carthy, lord of Desmond, and

Donal, son of Teige O'Mahony, died.

Cathal Oge, the son of Cathal O'Conor, gave a

great defeat at Ballyshannon, to John, the son of
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Conor O'Donnell, and the Connallians, and he

took John O'Dogherty, chief of Ard Miodhair

;

Owen Conactach; and Torlogh Mac Sweeney,

prisoners, and slew many others ; Matthew Mac
Gauran, heir to the chieftaincy of Tullaghaw

(county of Cavan), received wounds on that day

of which he died, after he had reached his own
house.

Cathal Bodhar, the son of Cathal O'Rourke,

and Malachy O'Gormley, fell by each other's

hands in the course of this contest, after Cathal

O'Conor had marched his forces a second time

into Tirconnell, on which occasion a party from

the teiTitory of O'Gormley, came in contact with

Cathal Bodhar O'Rourke.

Murtogh, son of Thomas O'Flynn of Line,

heir to the lordship of Hy Tuirtre (in An-
trim), was slain by Hugh, son of Bryan, son of

Hugh Buidhe O'Neill.

Bryan Mac Donogh, heir to the lordship of

Tirerrill (in Sligo), was slain by Mac Sencha, of

the party of O'Gara.

Henr}% son of Ulick, son of Rickard Burke (in

Galway), died.

Murrogh Oge Mac Mahon, heir to the lordship

of Corco Baiscind (in the county of Clare), was

slain by the O'Briens.

Manus O'Dowd, son of the lord of Tireragh (in

Sligo), and Hugh, son of Conor Mac Egan, the

chief Brehon (judge) in Ireland, died.

Donal, son of Teige O'Mahony, was slain.

Art, son of Awlave O'Rourke, was slain by Mac
Gennis (of the county of Down).

A.D, 1360.

Maolrooney, son of Cammuinelach (the crooked

necked), O'Boyle, chief of the three Tuatha (in

A.D. 13G0.

1. The King of England's son -WAS Lionel, duke of Clarence,
son to Edward III., who being appointed by his father, lord

lieutenant of Ireland, landed at Dublin on the 1.5th of September,
with a force of fifteen hundred men , consisting of arch ers and men at

arms, togetherwith Ralph, earl of Stafford, whowas one of the com-
manders under the Black Prince, at the battle of Cressy ; James
Butler, earl of Ormond ; sir John Carew ; sir William Windsor,
and other kniirhts. A curious account of the pay received by these
officers and soldiers is given at page 25 in the Tracts of sir John
Davies. Tlie Duke of Clarence was accompanied by his countess,

Elizabeth, daughter of William de Burgo, earl of Ulster, whose
death is recorded in these Annals, at A.D. 1333, and in right of

Donegal), a man distinguished for dignity, hospi-

tality, wisdom, heroism, and protection, died.

Awlave, son of Geoffrey Mac Rannall, was
slain.

Sir Robert Savadge (of the county of Down),
and Dermod O'Hanley (of Roscommon), died.

Roscommon, Ennis, Sligo, and the monasteries

of Lisgoole (in Fermanagh), Fenagh (in Leitrim),

and Drumlias (in Sligo), were burned.

John, son of Gilcreest O'Rourke, was slain by
Hugh Mac Dorchy.

Dermod O'Brien was deposed by his brother's

son.

Dermod, son of Donogh Riavach Mac Dermott,

was slain by Cathal Oge, the son of Cathal

O'Conor.

The daughter of Torlogh O'Conor, the wife

of Fergal O'Reilly (of Cavan), was kUled by *a

fall.

A bridge of stone and mortar was built by

Cathal Oge O'Conor over the river of Bally-

sadare.

Fergal, son of Geolfrey Mac Rannall (of Lei-

trim), and Tuathal O'Feenaghty (of Galway),

died.

Naovoge O'Duigenan (of Roscommon), died.

Cathal, son of the Caoch Mac Rannall, was

slain.

Giolla-na-neev O'Conmaighe (O'Conway), chief

professor of music in Thomond, died.

The kino- of England's son' came to Ireland.

Art, son of the Giolla Riavach Mac Gennis

(county of Down), was treacherously slain by the

family of the Savadges, and the son of Murtogh

Riaganach Mac Gennis.

Cathal O'Conor marched with a force into

Tyrawley (in Mayo), and destroyed many houses

and churches.

his wife he became earl of Ulster and lord of Connaught, titles

still held by the royal family of England. The Duke of Clarence

held the office of lord lieutenant to A.D. 1307, and in his adminis-

tration was held the celebrated parliament at Kilkenny, in which

was passed the Act called the Statute of Kilkenny, which pro-

hibited, under penalty of high treason, the families of Anglo-

Norman or English descent, settled in Ireland, to form any alliances

or intermarriages with the native Irish, thus endeavouring to

prevent all intercourse between them ; and prohibiting the

Anglo-Irish from adopting Irish surnames, the Irish language,

dress, manners, or customs ; and also making it penal to appoint

any of the native Irish to ecclesiastical livings, bishops' sees,

abbotships over monasteries, or any other preferments.
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A.D. 1361.

Benedict O'Moghan, erenachof Kill Athrachta,'

died.

Art Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster,^ and Donal

Riavach (Mac Murrogh) heir presumptive to the

crown of Leinster, were treacherously taken pri-

soners by the king of England's son, at his own

residence, and they died in prison.

Cormac Ballaoh O'Melaghlin, king of Meath
;

DonoghO'Loughlin,lord of Corcamroe (in Clare);

Cathal and Murtogh, the sons of Hugh, son of

Owen ; Duhhoge, daughter of Hugh Mac Guire,

the wife of Cuchonacht, the son of Philip Mac

Mahon (of Monaghan) ; Thomas Mac Tiarnan,

chief of Tullyhunco (county of Cavan) ; Nicholas

O'Feenaghty (of the county of Galway) ; and

Tuathal O'Malley (of Mayo), died.

Sir Edmond Burke; Raymond, the son of

Burke of Buine ; Walter Stanton; and Gilbert

Mac Myler, died.

Cluit"he-an-Righ (some epidemic disease), pre-

vailed throughout Ireland generally, of which

Richard Savadge died. Magrath O'Finn, chief

professor of Siol Murray (Roscommon), in mu-

sic and minstrelsy, died.

Great depredations were committed by Mac

William Burke, Bermingham, and all the English

of Connaught, on Cathal Oge, the son of Cathal

O' Conor, and they plundered and devastated

Lieney and Tireragh (in Sligo) ; Cathal after that

marched with a force, to retaliate for all the devas-

tations they had committed, and they plundered

the people of Birmingham, and the territory of

Edmond Mac Hoberd (Bm-ke), and spoiled and

laid waste the entire country.

A.D. 1362.

O'Beollan, the abbot of Drumcliff (in Sligo)

;

Giolla Ancovde Mac Mughroin, erenach of Kil-

laniomaire' ; Oirechtach Mac Brennan, archdeacon

of Elphin ; Aongus Mac Anaglaoigh, erenach of

A.D. 1361.

1. Kill Athracht, now Killaraght, a parish in the barony of

Coolavin, county of Slijio, so called from Athrachta, a female

saint, who founded a nunnery there in the fifth century.

2. King of Leinster. It appears tliat these two chiefs of the

Mac Murroghs were confined in Dublin Castle, where, according

to some accounts, they were put to death by the English.

Killarry; O'Fergus, vicar of lomtha; and Mur-

ragh Mac Teige, the monk, died.

Owen Fionn (the Fair) O'Conor, son of the

king of Connaught; Maolrooney O'Dowd (in Sli-

go), and his wife, the daughter of Mac Donogh

;

Niall Mac Gauran, chief of Tullaghaw (county of

Cavan); Dermod, son of John O'FeiTall, lord of

Annaly ; Carbry O'Qiunn, chief of Muintir Gioll-

gain (in Longford) ; Donal, son of Roderick

O'Kelly (of Galway) ; Tomaltach O'Beirne (of

Roscommon) ; Murtogh Don Mac Oiraghty (of

Roscommon) ; Owen O'Malley, and Dermod, his

son, both lords of Umalia (in Mayo), died.

Peregrine Mac Geoghegan, son of Dermod Mac
Geoghegan, and Maurice, son of Murtogh Mac
Geoghegan, died.

Cathal Oge, and the son of Felim O'Conor,

took the castle of Ballintobber (in Roscommon).

Hugh, son of Felim O'Conor, king of Con-

naught, and Cathal Oge O'Conor, marched with

a great army into Meath, which they biu-ned and

laid waste ; they also burned Kilkenny, with its

fourteen churches, in which the English had taken

up their quarters, and after inflicting great injuries

on them in that expedition, they returned safe to

their own homes.

Teige, son of Conor, son of Torlogh O'Brien,

was slain by the Clan Coilein (of Clare).

Cathal Oge O'Conor, the most illustrious heir

presumptive, for excellence, magnanimity, power,

honour, hospitality, and generosity, of his time,

died in SHgo, of the plague.

Murtogh, son of Thomas, son of Cathal Ria-

vach O'Roin-ke (in Leitrim), died.

Donal, son of O'Kelly (of Galway), and Cu-

chonacht O'Duigenan, vicar of Kilronan (in Ros-

common), died.

Awlave Mac Firbis, chief historian elect of Hy
Fiachra (in Sligo) ; Fergal, son ofTeige Mac Egan,

a learned Brehon ; John, son of Donogh Mac Fir-

bis, chief historian elect of Hy Fiachra ; Dermod,

son of Mac Carthy (of Cork) ; Conor, son of Mala-

chy Carrach O'Dowd, and Murtogh his son, died.

A. D. 1362.

1. Kill-an-Iomaire, now the parish of Killanummery, in the

diocese of Ardagh, county of Leitrim. Kill-Arraidh, now the

parish of Killery in Sligo. lomtha, now Immagh, or Omey, an is-

land off the coast of Galway, where there was an ancient abbey,

founded by St. Feichm.
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VCd-

A.D. 1363.

J

THIS year Manus

Eoghanach, son of Co-

nor, son of Hugh, son of

Donal Oge O'Donnell

;

»,and Hugh Roe Mac

,
Guire, lord of Ferman-

agh, died.

Manus Mebhlach (the Crafty),

son of Hugh O'DonneU, heir pre-

sumptive to the lordship of Tir-

conneU, a man who performed the

most noble and enterprising deeds

of any in his time, was slain

by Manus the son of Cathal Sra-

mach O'Conor.

Teige Mac Consnamha, chief

of Muintir Kenny (in Leitrim),

was wounded by Cathal, son of

Hugh Brefnach (O'Conor), by

whom he was after that taken

prisoner ; and he died in his imprisonment.

It is necessary to observe that the above figure represents

the two ancient Irish letters I N. One of these ornamental letters

has been given with each number of these Annals, and will be so

continued in every succeeding number, the publisher having for

that purpose, at a great cost, got all of them engraved by one of the

ablest artists in Dublin, being anxious to preserve these curious

and beautiful specimens of ancient Irish art, but few of which
have been ever engraved in any printed works, and which are only

to be found in the old Irish MSS., many of them illuminated, and
of very elegant execution ; and though many of them are as early

at least as the fifth and sixth centuries, as for instance, in the

Book of St. CoUmikille, or the Hook of Kells, the original of

which is in the library of Trinity College, Dublin, yet, in point of

execution and colouring they could not be excelled, or probably

equalled by any artists at the present day. As to the ancient

Irish MSS. themselves, they furnish some of the most beautiful

specimens of penmanship in any language, and are even considered

in beauty superior to any specimens of typography.

on THE AltCIEST DIVISIONS OP IRELAND.

According to our ancient annalists, the first colonies wliich

came to Ireland were Scythians, namely, the Partholanians and

Nemedians, and afterwards, the colonies of Firboigs, Tuath De
Danans, and Milesians, who were also either Celts or Scythians.

The Fomorians or African pirates also settled in the north of Ire-

land in early ages. Accounts of all these colonies have been

already given in the notes on North and South Connaught, Dalri-

ada, and Tir Conaill.

Lasairiona, or Catharina, daughter of O'Ferrall,

and wife of O'Reilly (of Cavan), died.

Murtogh Roe, son of Donal, of Erris O'Conor,

was slain by Teige Mac Manus.

Bebin, daughter of Mac Geoghegan, and wife

of the Sionach (Fox of Westmeath), died.

Cathal Mac Donogh (of Sligo), was slain by

the people of Moylurg.

An awful storm of wind in this year destroyed

many churches and buildings, and many ships

and vessels were sunk.

Conor O'Dowd was slain by Donogh O'Dowd
and Murtogh O'Dowd.

A.D. 1364.

Hugh O'Neill, king of Tyrone, the best Irish-

man in his time, died, after gaining the palm

of victory for justice, hospitality, and magna-

nimity.

Dermod O'Brien, lord of Thomond ; Malachy,

son of Murrogh, son of Giolla-na-neev, son of

Hugh, son of Awlave (O'Ferrall), lord of Annaly;

Dervail, daughter of O'Donnell, and wife of Mac
Guire (of Fermanagh) ; Donal Mac Guire, chief

of Clan Fergaile (barony of Knockninny, county

of Fermanagh) ; Giolla-na-neev O'Duibhda Boi-

reann, chief Brehon of Corcomroe (in the county

The Firboigs divided Ireland into _/?i!e portions or provinces,

over each of which they placed a king.

The Tuath De Dnmnis, according to some accounts, divided the

island into three parts, with a king over each, one of whom ruled

alternately as supreme monarch over the entire country.

The Milesians under their pruices, the three brothers, Heber,

Heremon, and Ir, divided the island among them into three parts

;

Heremon and his posterity, called Heremonians, had Leinster and

Connaught ; Ir, and his descendants, called Irians, and Clanna

Rory, or Rudricans, had Ulster ; and Hel)cr Fionn, or Heber the

Fair and his posterity, called Helierians, had Munster. The kings

of the race of Ir or Clanna Rory, it appears, were very powerful in

early times, for, according to our annalists, about nine centuries

before the Christian era, two brothers, princes of the posterity of

Ir divided the entire island between them. Sobairce had the

portion from Droglieda northwards, and built his chief fortress at

Dun Sobairce, now Dunseverick, near the Giant's Causeway, in the

county of Antrim ; and his brother Cearmna had his chief fortress

at Dun Cearmna, near the place now called Kinsale, in the county

of Cork.

Ugaine Mor, or Hugony the Great, who was monarch of Ire-

land of the race of Heremon, nearly four centuries before the

Christian era, divided the island into twenty-fve portions among

his twenty-five children, namely, twenty-two sons and three

daughters.

Eochaidh Feidhlioch, who was monarch of Ireland, of the race

of Heremon, a short time before the Christian era, divided the

kingdom into^^i-e proi^inces, namely, Ulster, Connaught, Leinster,

and the two provinces of Munster.

U
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of Clare) ; and AifFric, daughter of Bryan O'Reilly

(of Cavan), the wife of Bryan Mac Tiarnan,

died.

Tunthfd Teoc/i^fHo?-, monarch of Ireland, oftberace of Here-
mon, in the beginning of the second century, formed anew division

of Ireland into five provinces, and having taken a portion from
each of the provinces of Leinster, Munster, Ulster, and Connaugbt,
as already explained in the note on Menth, formed the new province

of Meath, which was to be appropriated as mensal lands for the

use of tile monarcbs of Ireland. This division continued for many
centuries, and even long after the Anglo-Norman invasion ; a
king ruling over each of the five provinces or kingdoms, namely,
Meath, Ulster, Connaught, Leinster, and Munster, the Irisii

government being a Penfarchy, and a supreme monarch being

elected to preside over all the provincial kings, and designated

Ard rigli, or the High King. The island being thus divided into

five provinces, the name of a province in Irish was Coigeadli,
which signifies a fifth part.

About the middle of the second century. Con Cead Cathach, or

Con of the hundred battles, monarch of Ireland, of the race of

Heremon, and grandson of the monarch Tuathal Teaehtmar, hav-
ing long and fierce contests for the sovereignty of Ireland with
Eogan Mor, called Mogha Nuadhat, king of Munster, of the race

of Heber, they at length agreed to divide the kingdom between
them into two parts, by a line drawn direct from Dublin to Gal-
way ; the northern half, consisting of the kingdoms of Sleath,

Ulster, and Connaught, being Con's share, and hence called Leath
Cuinn, or Con's half ; and the southern portions or kingdoms of
Leinster and Munster, being allotted to Mogha Nuadhat, and hence
called Lerith Mogha, or Mogha's half; and this division was long
recognised in after times, and is often mentioned in the course of
these annals.

The Kingdom of Menth, as already described in the note on
Meath, comprised the present counties of Meath and Westmeath,
with parts of Longford, King's county, Kildare, and Dublin ; and
in the early ages, like other parts of Ireland, was ruled by the
Firbolgs and Danans, and lastly by the Milesians of the race of
Heremou. The ancient kingdom of Meath was in after times added
to the province of Leinster.

The Ktngcloni of Ulster comprised the present counties of
Armagh, Down, Antrim, Tyrone, Derry, Donegal, Fermanagh, and
Monaghan, with a portion of the eastern part of Cavan, the greater
part of Cavan, called East Brefney, belonging to Connaught.
Ulster also contained the present county of Louth, which was
part of Orgiall, as explained in the note on Orgiall, the boundaries
between Ulster and Meatli being the rivers Boyne and Black-
water, from Drogheda to Kells. The Firbolgs, Danans, and Fomo-
rians ruled over Ulster in the early ages ; and afterwards the
Milesians, of the race of Ir or Clanna Rory ; but in the fourth and
fifth centuries, the race of Ir were conquered by the Heremonians
of the race of Hy Niall and Clan Colla, who became rulers of
Ulster, as already explained in the notes on Orgiall, Tir Eogain,
and Tir Conaill.

The Kingdom of Connaught, as explained in the notes on North
and South Connaught and Brefney, comprised the present counties
of Sligo, Mayo, Galway, Roscommon, and Leitrim, with the
greater part of Cavan, whicli was part of ancient Brefney. The
territory of the present county of Clare also originally belonged to

Connaught, but was in early times added to Munster. Connaught
in the early ages was ruled by the Firbolgs, Danans, and
Fomorians, and lastly by the Milesians of the race of Heremon.

The Kingdom of Leinster comprised the present counties of
Wexford, Wicklow, Carlow, with the greater part of Kilkenny,
the Queen's county, the greater part of the King's county, and of
Kildare, and that part of Dublin south of the river Litfey ; hut in

after times, the kingdom of Meath, and also the county of Louth in

Ulster, were added to the province of Leinster. The Firbolgs and
Danans were the first rulers of Lemster, and lastly the Milesians
of the race of Heremon.

Tlie Kingdom of Munster, in Irish, Mumha, Mumhan, and
Miimhain, according to O'Flaherty's Ogygia, derived its name from

Donal, son of Roderick O'Kelly, heir presump-

tive to the lordship of Hy Maine, died.

Giolla-na-neev Mac Gowan, of the records, a

Eochaidh Muraho, who was king of Munster and monarch of

Ireland of the race of Heber, about eight centuries before the

Christian era ; Mimster is latinised Momonia. Ancient Munster
comprised the present counties of Tipperary, Waterford, Cork,

Kerry, Limerick, and part of Kilkenny, to which was added the

territory now forming the county of Clare, by Lughaidh Mcann,
king of Munster, of the race of the Dalcassians in the latter end of

the third century, who took it from Connaught and added it to

Munster. Ancient Munster is mentioned under the following

divisions, namely, Tuiidh il/j(m/«/7! or North Munster, anglicised

Thomond ; JJeas Mainhnn, or South Munster, rendered Desmond ;

Urmhumhri or Oirmhumha, which signifies East Munster, and
has been anglicised Orniond, and leir Mumhan, or West Munster.

These divisions will be followed in the course of tliese notes ; and
in the first place will bo given the historj- and topography of the

kuigdom of Thomond, with its chiefs and elans.

I. Thomond, under its ancient kings, extended from the isles of

Arran, ofl' the coast of Galway, to the mountain of Eibline, near

Cashel in Tipperary, thence to Cam Feradaigh, now Knock Aine,

in Limerick, and from Leim Chuchullain or Cuchullin's Leap, now
Loophead, at the mouth of the Shannon in the county of Clare, to

Sliabh Dala mountain in Ossory, on the borders of Tipperary,

Kilkenny, and Queen's county, thus comprising the present

counties of Clare and Limerick, with the greater part of Tipperary,

but in after times Thomond was confined to the present county

of Clare.

The Milesians of the race of Heber or the Hcberians, as above
explained, possessed Munster, but the descendants of Ith, son of

Breogain, and uncle of Milesius, also possessed in early times a

great part of Munster. The race of Heber furnished most of the

kings of Munster, and many of them were also monarcbs of Ire-

land. The Heberians are called by the old annalists Deirgtheine,

from one of their ancient kings named Deirgtheine. Tlie race of

Ith or Ithians also furnished many kings of Munster, and some of

them were also monarcbs of Ireland in the early ages. They were
called Dairine, from one of their kings so named. The Deirgtini-

ans and Darinians had frequent contests before the period of the

Christian era, for the sovereignty of Munster, which they at length

agreed to hold alternately ; thus while the head of one race reigned

as king, the other held the office of chief Brehon or judge.

The Clanna 2>«/(//(«irf/i, another colony, also settled in Munster
a short time before the Christian era. They were named Deagadhs
or Degadians, from Deagadh or Deag their chief, and as stated in

O'Flaherty's Ogygia, (vol. ii., p. 14-2), were also called Ernans,
from Oilioll Arronn, a prince of Ulster, and grandfather of Deag.
These Deagadians or Ernans were of the race of Heremon, and
being expelled from Ulster by the race of Ir, or Clanna Rory, went
to Munster, where they were favourably received, and had lands

allotted to them by Duach, king of Munster, of the race of Heber,

who was also monarch of Ireland. The Clanna Deagha make a
remarkable figure in the ancient history of Munster; they had
extensive possessions, became very powerful, and, as stated by
Keating, O'Flaherty, O'Halloran, and other historians, were the

chief military commanders of Munster, and masters nearly of the

entire country. Some of them became kings of Munster, and
three of them also monarcbs of Ireland, namely, Eiderscol, and his

son Conaire, about the beginning of the Christian era ; and
Conaire II., a descendant of Conaire I., was monarch of Ireland in

the beginning of the third century. From Cairbre Riada, son of

Conaire II., were descended the Dalriadians, princes of Ulster,

who planted a colony in Albain, afterwards called Scotland, in the

third century ; and from them were descended the Scottish kings of

Jlilesian race, and the royal house of Stuart. In the second century,

the Deagas becoming so powerful as nearly to assume the entire sove-

reignty of Munster, to the exclusion oftberace of Heber, they were
attacked and conquered by the celebrated Eogan More, or Mogha
Nuadhat, who expelled them from Munster, except such families

of them as yielded bun submission. Amongst the chiefs of the
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learned historian ; Dermod O'Sgingin, chief his-

toriographerof TirconneU; and Margaret, daughter

Clanna Deagadh, are mentioned Daire, and liis son Conrigh Mac
Daire, famous warriors in Munster about the beginnina; of the

Christian era ; and celebrated by tlie ancient bards, amongst tlie

coteniporary heroes Cucliullain, and Conall Cearnach, cliiefs of the

Red Brancli Knights of Ulster. This warrior, Conrigh Mac Daire,

had his fortress, called Cathair Conraidh, on tlie top of a mountain

still called Cahir Conrigh, situated between the bays of Castlemain

and Tralee, in the county of Kerry ; and of this fortress, composed
of huge stones in a circular form, there are some remains to this

day ; and on the opposite shore, at the mouth of the Sliannon, is a

promontory called Loophead, anciently named Leini Chuchullain,

or Cuchullan's Leap, from which place the ancient bards state that

the famous hero Cuchullain set out, when on his expedition to

attack Conraidh Mac Daire, whom he slew. On the hill of

Knoekfennell, near Lough Gur in Limerick, are the remains of an

immense fortress of Cyclopean nrcliitccfiire, of a circular form,

three hundred and sixty feet in circumference, with walls ten feet

thick, composed of massive stones accurately laiil together without

cement ; and on Calan mountain in the county Clare are some
huge stones, said to be the tomb of Conan, one of the celebrated

Fenian heroes of the third century.

About the beginning of the Christian era, Eochaidh Abrat
Ruadh, or Eochy of the Red Brows, of the race of Heber, a man
of gigantic stature, was king of South Munster; and Conrigh Mac
Daire was prince of North Munster, and was succeeded by Cairbre

Finn More, son of the monarch Conaire, also of the ClannaDeagadh,
as king of Munster. In the second century, amongst the battles

fought by the monarch Tuathal Teachtmar, are mentioned

those of Magh Raighne, and of Clar or Clare, in which fell

Felim and Conall, two princes of the Deagadhs of Munster, as

mentioned in O'Flaherty's Ogygia, vol. ii. pp. 1!)2, 1!)5 ; and

Eochaidh, the son of Daire, succeeded as king of both Munsters.

In the latter end of the second century, Eogan More, or Mogha
Nuadhat, called also Eogan Taidhleach, or Eogan the Splendid, of

the race of Heber, and maternally descended from the Clanna

Deagadhs, was a celebrated warrior ; and having contended for

the monarchy of Ireland with Con of the Hundred Battles, they at

last divided the island between them as already stated ; but Eogan
being afterwards defeated, and forced to fly into Spain, where lie

lived many years in exile, and married Beara, a Spanish princess,

daughter to Heber, king of Castile ; and entering into a confederacy

with Fraeeh, the son of Heber, they collected a powerful army,

with which they landed in Ireland, to recover the sovereignty from

Con of the Hundred Battles, and both armies, A.D. 192, fought a

tremendous battle on the plain of Moylena, in which Con was
victorious, and Eogan More was killed by Goll, the son of Morna,

a celebrated champion of Connaught of the Firbolg race. Tlie

place where this battle was fought, as stated in O'Flaherty's

Ogygia, (vol. ii p. 212), is the ancient barony of Fircall in the

King's county, and there are still to be seen there two hillocks

or sepulchral mounds, in one of which was buried the body of

Eogan, and in the other that of Fraeeh, the Spaniard, who was
also slain in that batlte.

Oilioll Olum, the son of Eogan More by the Spanish princess

Beara, and sou-in-law of the monarch Con of the Hundred Battles,

being married to his daughter Saba, having contended with Lugh-
aidh Mac Con, a prince of the race of Ith, for the sovereignty of

Munster, defeated him and Nemeth, prince of the Ernans, in a

great battle at Ceann Febradh, in which Eogan, the son of Oilioll,

slew Dadar the Druid, and Nemeth was slain by Cairbre Riada;
after this victory, Oilioll Olum became king of Munster.

Oilioll Olum had three sons, Eogan, Cormac Cas, and Cian, and
by his will, he made a regulation that the kingdom of Munster
should be ruled alternately by one of the posterity of Eogan and
Cormac Cas. From Cormac Cas, king of Munster, or according

to others, from his descendant Cais, who was king of Thomond in

the fifth century, their posterity got the name Dal Cais or Dnl
GaiSf anglicised Dalcassians, the various families of whom, were
located chiefly in that part of Thomond which forms the present

of Walter Burke, the wife of Hugh, son of Felim

O'Conor, king of Connaught, died.

county of Clare, and the ruling family of them were the O'Briens,
kings of Thomond. From Eogan, another of the sons of Oilioll

Olum, were descended the Eoijanuchts or Eiiijcnuins, who were,
alternately with the Dalcassians, kings of Munster, and sometimes
styled kings of Cashel. The Eugenians possessed Desmond, or

South Munster, the present counties of Cork and Kerry, and they
also had a territory, part of the present county of Tipjierary, about
Cashel, called the Eoganacht of Cashel. The head family of the
Eugenians were the Mac Carthys, princes of Desmond. From
Cian, the third son of Oilioll Olum, were descended the Clnii

Kian, who were located chiefly in Orinond, and the chief of which
families were the O'Carrolls, princes of Ely. An account of the

various families of the Dalcassians, Eugenians, and Clan Kian, and
of the other Milesian families of Munster, are given in the subse-
quent part of the present article on Thomond, and in the notes on
Desmond and Orinond. In the latter end of the third century,

Lughaidh Meann, king of Munster, of the race of the Dalcassians,

took the territory afterwar<is called the county of Clare, from Con-
naught, and added it to Tliomond. Conall Eachluath, or Conall
of the Swift Steeds, son of Lughaidh iVIeann, became king of

Munster. Criomthan, monarch of Ireland, who was also a
descendant of Oilioll Olum, and is celebrated for his foreign

expeditions into Gaul and Britain, during his absence appointed
Conall Eachluath as regent of the kingdom, being distinguished for

his great valour. Cais, the son of Conall, was prince of Thomond,
and Carthen Dubli, the son of Cais, succeeded as prince of the

Dalcassians. In the seventh century, A.D. 622, Guaire, king of

Connaught, having collected a great army, marched into 'Thomond,
for the purpose of recovering the territory of Clare, which had been
taken from Connaught, and fought a great battle against the Munster
forces commanded by Failbe FUinii and Dionia, kings of Munster,
but the Conacians were defeated, and, according to some accounts,

four thousand of them were slain. The place where this

battle was fought was called Cam Feradaigh, which, according
to Steward's Topography, is now called Knock Aine in the county
of Limerick. In the ninth and tentu centuries the Danes overran
various parts of Ireland, and made settlements, particularly in the

sea-ports of Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, Limerick, and Cork.
In the middle of the tenth century, from A.D. 940 to 950, Ceal-

lachan,king of Cashel, of the Eugenian race, a celebrated warrior,

carried on long and fierce contests with the Danes, whom he
defeated in many batlles, in one of which, described by O'Halloran
as fought at a place called Sainangeal,now Singland, near Limerick,

the Danes were defeated with dreadful slaughter, their chief com-
mander, Aulaf, having his skull cloven throuah his helmet by

Ceallaclian himself, with a single stroke of his battle-axe. The
chiefs under Ceallachan acted with equal valour ; O'Sullivan

killed in single combat, and cut off the head of Moran, son of the

king of Denmark ; O'Keefle ran his spear through the body of

Magnus, the Danish standard bearer ; and Lochlin, another Danish

chief, was slain m single combat by O'Riordan. Ceallachan, king

of Cashel, died A.D. 9.52. Lorcan, king of Munster, of the Dal-

cassian race, died A.D. 942. Cineidi, son of Lorcan, succeeded as

king of Thomond, and dying A. D. 950, was succeeded by his son

Mahon, who became king of Munster. Mahon was a celebrated war-

rior and fought many battles against the Danes, over whom he gained

great victories, particularly at tiie battle of Sulcliaid,near Limerick,

fought A. D. 950, in whicli more than 2,000 of the foreigners were

slain ; and Brian, brother of Mahon, then a young man, displayed

great bravery in this battle. Mahon having been slain by one of the

Irish chiefs of Thomond, named Donovan, was succeeded as king

of Munster, A. D. 905, by his brother Brian, afterwards known as

the celebrated Brian Boroimhe. According to O'Halloran, Mac
Curtin, and others, he was called Brian Boroimhe, or Brian of the

Tributes, from the word Boroimhe, which signifies a tribute of

cattle, in consequence of his having exacted tribute from the peo-

ple of Leinster, as a punishment for their having assisted the

Danes in their wars with the Irish; or, according to O'Brien, in

his Irish dictionary, at the word Borumha, he got his name from

u 2
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A.D. 1365.

Patrick O'Congaile, parson and erenach of

Ross Airthii- (Rossory in Fei-managh), died.

a torn) so called near Killaloe, in the county of Clare, adjoining
which he Iiad his palace of Ceann Coradh. Brian, while king of
Munster, for a period of more tlian thirty years, carried on inces-
sant war with the Danes, whom he defeated, according to some
accounts, in forty battles, chiefly fought in Munster and Leinster,
and having attained greater power than any of the Irish kings, he
marched his victorious forces through all parts of Ireland, reducing
to subjection the provincial kings and chiefs, and obtaining hos-
tages from them ; and finally, in A. D. 1002, deposed the monarch,
Malachy II., and assumed the sovereignty of Ireland, thus setting

aside the Hy Niall kings of the race of Heremon, who had exclu-
sively ruled as nionarchs of Ireland for a period of six hundred
years. Brian, having ruled as monarch of Ireland for twelve
years, fought the great battle of Clontarf, in which he totally de-
feated the Danes, on Good Friday, the 23rd of April, A.D. i014,
but after the victory was himself slain, nnawares, in his tent, by
Brodar, a Danish chief. Brian, at the time of his death, was in

the 8Sth year of his age, and bis body was conveyed to Armagh,
and buried in St. Patrick's cathedral, with great honours and so-
lemnity. Brian is represented by our old annalists as a man of
fine figure, of large stature, of great strength of body, and undaunted
valour, and has beenalways justly celebrated as one of the greatest
of the Irish monarchs, equally conspicuous for his mental endow-
ments and physical energies; a man of great intellectual powers,
sagacity, and bravery ; a warrior and legislator ; and, at the same
time, distinguished ibr his munificence, piety, and patronage of
learned men ; tiius combining all the elements of a great character,
equally eminent in the arts of war and peace ; a hero and patriot
whose memory will always remain famous as one of the foremost
of the Irish kings in wisdom and valour. JIurchertach Mac Liag,
chief bard, historian, and secretary to Brian Born, wrote his life,

and an account of his wars with tlie Danes, together with many
beautiful poems on his heroic actions. An account of Mac Liag's
Avorks is to be found, at the year 101.5, in O'Reilly's Irish Writers,
and from these curious and valuable MSS. an interesting life of
Brian Born could be compiled. In the chronological poem on the
kings of Ireland, written in the twelfth century by Giolla Moduda
O'Cassidy, abbot of Ardbraccan, and given in the first volume of
O'Conor's Rerum Hib. Scriptores, is the following verse on Brian
Boru :

—

" Fiach fairrgi, tuile trie

Brian breo os Banbha blaith brie,

Cen ciamhair, cen bed, cen brath.

Da bliadhain decc a degh rath,

Denmaircc Atlia cliath na cclann

Dibherga Laochda Lochlann."

" A raven of the sea—a rapid torrent.

Was Brian the brave over Banba (Ireland) of varied fame,

Free from sadness, free from grief, and free from stain,

For twelve years of deserved prosperity,

To Dublin (Clontarf) of the clans of woeful deeds
Against the warring chiefs of Lochlinn (Denmark)."

Brian lived at his palace of Ceann Coradh, or Kincora, which,
according to O'Halloran, was called Ball Borumha, signifying the

habitation of Borunia, in a style of regal splendour and magnifi-

cence unequalled by any of the Irish kings since the days of Cor-
mac, the celebrated monarch of Ireland in the third century, the
glories of whose palace at Tara were for many ages the theme of the
Irish bards. The palace of Kincora was situated on the banks of
the Shannon, near Killaloe, in the county of Clare, and some exten-
sive earthen ramparts, shewing its site, remain to this day. An
account of the revenues and tributes paid to Brian is given in

Keating's Ireland, from the first vohmie of Valancey's Collectanea,
translated from the ancient record called Leabhar na g-Ceart, or

the Book of Rights, which gives an account of the tributes and re-

venues of the Irish kings and princes. A perfect copy of the Book

Roderick, son of Donal O'Neill, was slain with

the cast of a javelin, by Malachy, son of Anghir

Mac Cathmaoil (^of Tyrone.)

of Rights is in the library of Sir William Betliam, with a full trans-

lation of it into English by the translator of these Annals. The
following tributes were paid to Brian Boru, at his palace of Kin-
cora, annually, on the first day of November ; From Connaught,
800 cows and 800 hogs. From Tirconnell or Donegal, 600 cows,

and 500 cloaks or mantles. From Tir Eogain, or Tyrone, 60 hogs,

and 60 loads of iron. From the Clanna Rory of Ulster, 160 cows
and 150 hogs. From the people of Orgiall, now the counties of

Louth, Monaghan, and Armagh, 160 cows. From the province of

Leinster, 300 bullocks, 300 hogs, and 300 loads of iron. From the

people of Ossory, 60 beeves, GO hogs, and 60 loads of iron Besides

these tributes he had also large revenues from the two kingdoms of

IMunster, the Dalcassinn clans of Thomond being the only people

wlio had the privilege of exemption from all tributes. Together
with the above contributions, Brian, when he conquered the Danes,
gave them permission to reside in some of the chief cities of Leins-

ter and Munster, for purposes of commerce, but for such permis-
sion com])elled the Danes of Limerick to deliver him annually 3G5
pipes of red wine, and levied 150 pipes of wine on the Danes of

Dublin.

The O'BHenx took their name from Brian Boru, and the follow-

ing account of his successors, the O'Briens, kings of Munster and
Thomond, have been collected from the Four Masters ; from the

histories of O'Halloran, Mac Geoghegan, &c. ; from Ware, and va-
rious other sources : Donogh O'Brien, the son of Brian Boru,
succeeded his father as king of Munster, and was partly acknow-
ledged as monarch of Ireland. He abdicated the throne of Muns-
ter A. D. 1063, and retired to Rome, where he died, in the monas-
tery of St. Stephen, in the 88th year of his age. The second wife

of Donogh was Driella, daughter of Godwin, earl of Kent, and
sister to Harold, the last Saxon king of England ; and after Wil-
liam the Conqueror had defeated and slain Harold, at the battle of
Hastings, A.D. 1066, Edmond, Godwin, and Magnus, sons of Ha-
rold, retired to Ireland, and resided at the court of their relative,

Torlogh O'Brien, king of Munster. Torlogh O'Brien, the nephew
of Donogh, and grandson of Brian Boru, succeeded as king of
Munster, and was also generally acknowledged as monarch of Ire-

land. He was a prince of great power and valour, and died at his

palace of Kincora, A, D. 1086, in the 77th year of his age. His
three sons, Teige, Murtogh, and Dermod, contended for the throne
of Munster, but JIurtogh O'Brien became at last king of Munster,
and had many contests for the monarchy of Ireland with Donal
Mac Loughlin, king of Ulster, who, having marched to Munster
Mith a powerful force, took and l>urned to the ground the royal

palace of Kincora, A.D. 1088; but in the year 1101 Murtogh
marched a powerful army into Ulster, and having proceeded to

Easroe, or Ballyshannon, and to Inisowen, took the fortress of
Aileach, tlie celebrated residence of the kings of Ulster, which he
totally demolished, in retaliation for the destruction of Kincora.

Murtogh O'Brien was a powerful prince, and one of his daughters
was married to Sigurd, king of the Hebrides and Isle of Mann, and
son of Magnus the celebrated king of Norway ; and it is said that
one of his relatives, a prince of the O'Briens, was also king of the
Isle of Mann. A. D. 1095, Murtogh invaded Leinster, and having
expelled Godfrey Merenagh, the Danish king of Dublin, became
himself king of Dublin and Fingal, and ruled over the greater part

of Leinster, and ap])ointed his son Donal governor of Dublin.

Murtogh O'Brien being deposed, A. D. 1116, retired to the monas-
tery of Lismore, where he died, A.D. HID. Dermod O'Brien, his

brother, succeeded as king of Munster. Conor O'Brien, son of
Dermod, succeeded as king of Munster, A.D. 1120, and died at

Killaloe, A.D. 1142. Torlogh 0'Brien,brother of Conor, succeeded
as king of Munster ; but Teige, son of Dermod O'Brien, having
contended with him for the sovereignty, was assisted by Torlogh
O'Conor, king of Connaught, who, having collected a powerful
force, marched to Munster, joined by the men of Meath and those

of Leinster, under Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, and
also aided liy Dermod Mac Carthy, king of Desmond. A bloody
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Felim, the hospitable, son of Donal O'Conor,

lord of Corcomroe (in Clare), a man of unbounded

battle was foiiglit at a place called Moin Store, or the Great Bog,

between Cork and the River Blackwater, A.D. 1151, in which

9000 of the Dalcassians were totally defeated ; and, according to

the Four Masters, and the Book of Leaean, uinvards of 7000 of

them were slain, together with Murtogh, the son ofConor O'Brien,

prince of Tlioraond,and heir presumptive to the throne of Munster;

Lughad, the son of Donald O'Brien, and the following chiefs:

Aneslis O'Grady, lord of Hy Caissin, and five others of the

O'Gradys ; Flaherty O'Dea, and eight other chiefs ofthe O'Deas

;

two of the O'Kennedys ; nine chiefs of the O'Seanchans ; upwards

of twenty-four chiefs of the O'Hogans ; five of the O'Neils, and

many other chiefs. Torlogh O'Brien died A.D. 1107, and was

succeeded by his son, Murtogh O'Brien, who was killed the follow-

ing year by Conor O'Brien, or, according to other accounts, by

the people of Desmond, who, on account of his death, had to pay

an e/Y(«f, or fine, of 3000 cows, as stated by O'Halloran. Donal

O'Brien, brother of JIurtogh, succeeded, and was kuig ofThomond
at the period of the Anglo-Norman invasion.

The O'Briens had long and fierce contests to maintain their in-

dependence against the Anglo-Norman and English settlers ;
hut

they held their rank as kings and princes of Thomond, and are also

styled kings of Limerick down to the reign of Henry VIII., and

many celebrated chiefs of them are mentioned in the course of

these Annals. The O'Briens in the twelfth century are thus desig-

uated in the topographical poem of O'Heerin :

" Airdrigh air Eirinn uile

O'Briain bile na Boruimhe
O crich Caisil cead do chind

Treabh os taisibh an tailgiun."

" High king of all Erin,

Is O'Brien, the stately tree of Bornime,

Over the country of Cashel by permission ordained

A tribe of protectmg chiefs are the pious warriors."

The place o{ inauguration of the O'Briens as kings and princes of

Thomond, as stated in O'Brien's Dictionary, at the word Bile, was

at Mugh Adhuir, a plain in the barony of TuUagh, county of

Clare, at a large tree there, the word Bile, in Irish, signifying a

tree, hence the place was called Bile Magh Adhair. The Imttle-

crij of the O'Briens was Lamh laidir an unchdar, or the strong

hand uppermost, and on their armorial ensigns were three lions

rampant, which were also on the standards of Brian Boru, borne

by the Dalcassians at the battle of Clontarf, as stated in O'Brien's

Dictionary, under the word Coueuhar. The O'Briens had nume-
rous castles in various parts of the counties of Clare and Limerick.

Tliere were, altogether, one hundred and seventy-two castles in the

county of Clare, most of which were erected by the O'Briens ; fifty

of them, it is said, were built by the Mac Namaras, and twenty
belonged to the O'Loghlins. There were about one hundred cas-

tles in the county of Limerick, many of them belonging to the

O'Briens, but several of the castles in Limerick and Clare were
also erected by the Fitzgeralds, de Clares, and other Anglo-Nor-
man settlers. There are still to be seen ruins and remains of

about one hundred and fifty castles in the counties of Clare and
Limerick. In A.D. lo43, Murrogh O'Brien, having dispossessed

his nephew Donogh of the principality of Thomond, repaired to

England, and made his submission to king Henry VIII., to whom
he resigned his principality, and was created earl of Thomond, and
baron of Inchiquin, the conditions being, as stated in Lodge's

Peerage, that he should utterly forsake and give up the name of

O'Brien, and all claims to which he might pretend by the same,
and take such name as the kuig should please to give him ; and he

and his heirs, and the inhabitors of his lands, shouhl use the

English dress, manners, customs, and language ; that he should

give up the Irish dress, customs, and language, and keep no kerns

or galloglasses ; and Conor O'Brien, earl of Thomond hi the reign

of Elizabeth, as stated by Lodge, did, in the year loJB, on Sunday

hospitality and generosity ; and Tomaltach, son of

Murcha O'Ferrall, died.

the lOth of July, after divine service, publicly and solemnly swear
for ever to renounce the name of O'Brien, and use only the name
of earl of Thomond. Donogh O'Brien was, hy King Henry VIII.

,

created baron of Ihrackan, in the county of Clare; and
other branches of the O'Briens were created viscounts of Clare by
king Charles II., and earls of Clare by king James II. In the

fourteenth and fifteenth centuries the O'Briens were lords and ad-

mirals of the Isles of Arran, in the county of tialway. In modem
times the O'Briens are marquesses of Tliomond, earls of Inchiquin,

and barons of Burren, in the county of Clare ; and a female branch

of the O'Briens had the title of countesses of the Orkneys, in

Scotland. Many of the O'Briens have been distinguished com-
manders in the Irish Brigades in the service of France, under the

titles of earls of Clare and counts of Thomond. The O'Briens are

still a very numerous name in various parts of Leinster and Mon-
ster, and there are many highly respectable families of them, par-

ticularly in the counties of Clare, Limerick, and Tipperary. The
chief representatives of the O'Briens at the present day are the

marquesses of Thomond, and the O'Briens of Dromoland, in the

county of Clare, of which family are Sir Lucius O'Brien of Dromo-
land, and his brother, William Smith O'Brien, M. P. for the county

of Limerick, who are lineal descendants of Brian Boru.

On Irish Surnames.—The meaning of the terms, O' and Mac,
Kinel, Clan, Sec, has been already explained. Surnames were
partially adopted by various tribes as early as the ninth and tenth

centuries, as may be seen in the Four Masters, and other annalists;

but hereditary and permanent surnames were not established until

the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Brian Boru made an ordinance

that every family and clan should adopt a particular surname, in

order to preserve correctly the history and genealogy of the diffe-

rent tribes, and his own descendants took from himself the name of

O'Briain, or O'Brien. It appears that surnames were not arbitra-

rily assumed, but each family or clan were at liberty to adopt a

surname from some particular ancestor, and generally took their

names from some chief of their tribe, celebrated for his valour,

wisdom, piety, or some other great qualities, some prefixing Mac,
which means a son, and others l/a, or O, which signifies of, a

grandson, or descendant.

The Minister Milesians.—The following are the chief families

of Milesians in Munster, and first will be given the three branches

of the race of Heber, namely, the Dalcassians, the Eugenians, and

the Clan Kiau : I. The Dalcassians. The descent of the Dal-

cassians has been explained in the preceding part of this article,

and they were located chiefly in Thomond, in the present counties

of Clare and Limerick, and partly in Tipperary. Of these were

the O'Briens, Mac Namaras, Mac Mahons, Mac Doimells, Mac
Enirvs, O'Gradys, O'Kennedys, O'Deas, 0'Heas,0'Quinns, O'He-

hirs," O'Heffemans, O'Hogans, O'Hurlys, O'Hartigans, O'Mo-
lonys, O'Spillans, Mac Graths, O'Sheehans, O'Seanchans, or

O'Seanachans, Mac GioUaiosacht, or Lysaghts, O'Lonergans,

O'Mearas, Mac Arthurainsor Mac Arthurs, O'Kearneys, O'Caseys,

O'Considines, O'Brodys, Mac Bruodins, Mac Clancys, Mac Cur-

tins, O'Hickeys, O'Healys, O'Hanraghan?, O'Cashins, O'Davo-

rans, O'Liddys, O'Tuomys, O'Nunans, O'Duhiggs, O'Aherns,

O'Slatterrys, O'Naghtans or O'Nortons, Mac Conroys, O'Heafes,

and some other clans. The following were also of the Dalcassian

race, namely, the Mac Coghlans, chiefs in the King's county ; and

the O'Finnellans and O'ScuUys, chiefs in Teffia or Westmeath, of

whom an account has been given in the note on Meath. II. The

Eugenians, whose descent has been already described, were located

chiefly in Desmond, or the present counties of Cork and Kerry, but

partly in Limerick, Clare, and Tipperary. Of these were the Mac
Cartliys, princes of Desmond ; the O'SuUivans, O'Mabonys,

O'Caliaghans, O'Donohoes, O'Keeffes, O'Fogartys, Mac Gilli-

cuddys, Mac EUigotts, Mac Aulilfes, Mac Donaghs, Mac Fineens,

O'Moryartys, O'Kerwies, O'Cuilleans, O'Finegans, OTraeys,

O'Leclians," O'Flannerys, O'Meighans, and some other clans.

III. The Clan-Kinn, whose descent has been already given, were

located chiefly in Ormond, or the present county of Tipperary, and

the head of tlus tribe were the O'CarroUs, prmces of Ely. The
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The Clan Costello (of Mayo), made an attack

on the people of Lieney (in Shgo), in which Cor-

other families were the O'Meaghers or O'Mahers, the Mae
Keoghs, O'Corcorans, O'Dulhunty, changed to Delahunty. The
O'Haras and O'Garas, lords of Lieny and Coolavin in Sligo ; and

the O'Conors, chiefs of Kianaght in Derry, of whom accounts have

been already given in the notes on North Connaught and Tir

Eogain, were also branches of the Clan-Kian of Munster. IV. The
Ithians, or Durinlans, descended from Ith, sou of Breogain and

uncle of Milesius, had several respectable chiefs and clans settled

in Munster, as the O'Driscolls, O'Learys, O'Baires, O'Hallinans,

O'Finns, O'Cowheys, O'Crowleys, O'Corniacs, and some others in

the county of Cork. The Mac Auleys, chiefs of Calry in West-

meath ; the Mac Clancys, chiefs of Dartry in Leitrim ; and the

O'Cuirnins of Leitrim, were also of the race of Ith. As stated in

O'Flaherty's Ogygia, and the Dissertations of Charles O'Conor,

the Campbells of Scotland, of whom were the dukes of Argyll, and

several other noble families in that kingdom, were also of the race

of Ith, descended from Lughaidh Mac Con, who was monarch of

Ireland in the third century ; and according to O'Flaherty and

O'Halloran, the High Stewards or ancient earls of Lennox and

Mar in Scotland, were descended from the Heberians of Munster,

and hence they assisted Brian Boru at the battle of Clontarf

V. The Claniut Deiiga or Degndlinis also called Ernans, of whom
an account has been given in the preceding part of this article,

were celebrated chiefs in Munster, hut originally descended from

the Heremonians of Ulster ; and from the Clanna Deaga were

descended, as already shewn, the Dalriednns or Didriedlmans of

Ulster, who, in the third century, planted the Milesian colony in

Albany or North Britain, afterwards called Scotland, and from

whom were descended the Scottish kings and the House of Stuart.

Of the Clanna Deaga there were several families of note settled in

Munster, given by Keating, O'Flaherty, and O'Halloran, as the

O'Falvies of Kerry, hereditary admirals of Desmond ; the O'Con-

nells of Kerry, Limerick, and Clare; the O'Flynns, O'Sheas,

O'CuUenans, O'Fihellys, O'Donegans, O'Connings or Gunnings,

O'Cuires, and some other clans ; also the O'Baiscins and O'Don-

nels of Clare, as may be seen in vol. iii. pp. 397, 407, and

409 of O'Halloran's Ireland. VI. The Irians or Clantta Rory
of Ulster, also settled several families of note in Munster, as early

as the first and second centuries, descended from Fergus Mac
Roy, king of Ulster, of the race of Ir, and Meva the celebrated

queen of Connaught, daughter of Eochy Feidhlioch, monarch of

Ireland a short time before the Christian era, of whom were the

following, namely, the O'Conors, lords of Kerry ; the O'Conors,

lords of Corcoraroe in Clare ; and the O'Loghlins, lords of Barren

in Clare ; and of the same race were also the O'Ferralls, lords of

Annaly or Longford ; and the Mac Rannalls, lords of Muintir Eo-

luis in Leitrim. From another branch oftheClanna Rory, descended

from tlie celebrated warrior Conall Cearnach, chief of the Red
Branch knights of Ulster a short time before the Chi-istian era,

were the Mac Gennises, lords of Iveagh in the county of Down
;

the O'Moores, princes of Leix in the Queen's county ; the Mac
Cartans, Mac Dnnlevys, Mac Gowans or Smiths, O'Garveys,

O'Carolans, and some other chiefs and clans in the county of Down
and other parts of Ulster. Of the Le'mster Mlleskins of the race

of Heremon, were some chiefs and clans of note in Munster, as the

O'Felans, pruices of Desies in Watcrford ; and the O'Brics, chiefs

m Watcrford ; the O'Dwyers and O'Ryans, chiefs in Tipperary
;

and the O'Gormans, chiefs in Clare.

In the notes of the preceding numbers has been given the entire

of O'Dugan's Topography, comprising Leath Cuin, or the ancient

kingdoms of Jleath, Ulster, and Connaught, with then- chiefs and

clans, and the territories possessed by each in ancient and modem
times ; and in the following numbers will he given the topography

of O'Heerv), of which an account has been given in the

introduction to this publication, as comprising the topography of

Leath Mogha, or the kingdoms of Leinster and Munster, together

with their chiefs and clans. In the present article on Thomond,
will be given the topography of the ancient territories comprised

in the present counties of Clare and Limerick, together with their

mac O'Hara, and six of the chiefs of his tribe

were slain.

chiefs and clans, and the possessions of each in ancient and modern

times.

It may be observed here, that the topographies of O'Dugan and

O'Heerin were transcribed by Peregrine O'Clery, one of the Four

Masters, and by Duald Mac Firbis, one of the learned historians of

Leacan in Sligo, and from these two transcripts, the translator has

made copies, and also had access to various other copies in the

library of Sir William Betham, all of which he has accurately

compared, to make the topography as perfect as possible. Sir

William Betham having given free access to all his valuable MSS.
on Irish history and antiquities, with his usual liberality, always

an.\-ious to patronize and promote the interests of Irish literature.

The following verses descriptive of Clare and the Dalcassian

clans have been translated from O'Heerin :

—

" Let us treat of the race of Cormac Cas,

Let us proceed across the Shannon of clear streams,

From the tribe of Core our course record,

To the tribe of Lure of brilliant deeds. (Core and Lure,

ancient kings of Thomond).

" The Deis Beag of the purple mantles

Is an estate to the lawful tribes,

The heroes of Clare are proclaimed by us

From the fairest lands of Erin.

'Tlie Dalcassians of Clare's battalions,

Pure is their silver and abundant their property.

Their gold by the furnace is purified.

The hospitable hosts have great affluence.

" Rich is each chief in bis own territory,

Of the Dalcassians renowned in victories.

Men of great prosperity whom we thus place, [Shannon."

They possessed the land eastward from Callan to the

I. O'Deadhaidh or O'Dea, chief of Triocha Uachtarach, called

also Kind Fearmaic and Diseart I Dhegha, or Dysart O'Dea, now
the parish of Dysart, barony of Inchi(ium, county of Clare. The

O'Deas are thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

" With due respect we give the lead

To the high lands of Triocha Oughter,

O'Dea is the inheritor of the country,

Of the brown nut producing plains."

The O'Deas had several castles m this territory, of which some

ruins still remain, and some chiefs of the O'Deas are mentioned in

the course of these Annals. II. O' Cuinn or O'Quinn, chief of

Muintir Ifernain, a territory about Curofin in the county of Clare.

The O'Hefiernans were the tribe who possessed this territory over

whom O'Quinn was cliief. They are thus mentioned by O'Heerin ;

" O Quinn of the honest heart.

Is chief of the boimtiful O'Heifemans;
Their land is fruitful and purely fair,

About Curofin of the banquets,"

The O'Quinns had also possessions in Limerick, and are placed in

the barony of Kenry on the map of Ortelius. At the present tune

the ancient family of the O'Quinns have the title of barons of

Adare m the county of Limerick and earls of Dunraven.
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Hugh Mac Dermott made an incursion into

Muintir Eoluis (in Leitrim) and committed great

III. O'Flaithri or O'Flattery, and O'Catliail or O'Cahil, chiefs

of Fiondchoradh. They are thus designated by O'Heerin :

—

" O'Flaithri wlio commands our praise,

Possesses the land of Fionchora,

The country of O'Cahil to the east and west
Is the smooth plain of the fields of yews."

IV. O'Maoilmcda, chief of Kinel m-Baith or Breintire, now Brentry,
near Callan hill ui the county of Clare. They are thus mentioned
by O'Heerin :

—

" Kinel Baith of the numerous tribe,

The noble chiefs of Brentire,

O'Mulmea ofthe bright fair plains,

Possessed the woods about delightful Einigh."

v. O'Haithchir or O'Hehirs, chiefs of Hy Flanchadha and Hy
Cormac, districts in the barony of Islands, county of Clare, and,
according to O'Halloran, of Callan, m the county of Clare. They
are thus designated by O'Heerin :

—

" Of the race of Eogan of Oirir Cliaeh
Are the Hy Cormac of the fine fair plain.

To O'Hehir belongs the fertile country.

The lord from whom great nobles sprung.

" Chiefs who were powerful in each house
Are of the noble clans of O'Hehir,
They rule over Hy Flancha of hospitable mansions,

They are noble and well armed Fenian warriors.

VI. O'Duibhghinn or O'Duigin, chief of Muintir Conlochtaidh,

a district in the parish of Toragraney, in the barony of Tullagh,

county of Clare, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

" O'Duigan of the ruddy fair face

Rules over the mild IMuinter Conlochta,
A chief who gained his possessions

By force of his spears in battle."

VII. O'Grada, or O'Grady, chief of Kinel Donghuile, a large ter-

ritory comprising the present barony of Lower Tullagh, in the
county of Clare, wliere they are placed on tlie Map of Ortelius.

The O'Gradys also had large possessions in the county of Limerick,
accordmg to O'Halloran, at Carn Feradaigh, now the parish of
Knockaney , or Auey , in the barony of Small County, in the county
of Limerick, where the O'Gradys had their castle at Kilballyowen,
which place is at present the residence of The O'Grady, the head
of this ancient and respectable family. The O'Gradys are thus de-
signated by O'Heerin, and several chiefs of them are mentioned in

the course of these Annals :

" Do ghabh O'Grada uile

Cenel duasbog Donghuile
A cuilg bunbuidhe bleachta
Uird urlaidhe a oireachta."

" O'Grady took the entire lands

Of the profitable Kinel Dongally,
His swords were yellow-liandled and keen,
Powerful are the blows of his forces in battle."

There are several highly respectable families ofthe O'Gradys at the
present day in the counties of Clare and Limerick, and also in the
county of Cork ; and in modem tunes they were created viscounts
Guillamore, that title having been conferred, in the year 1831, on
the Right Hon. Standish O'Grady, chief baron of the Exchequer
in Ireland. VIII. Mac Conmara, or Mac Namara. The Mac Na-

depredation.s, which plunders, however, were not

unavenged, for Cormac Mac Dermott Roe, the

maras have taken their name, as stated in O'Brien's dictionary at

the word Cumara, from one of their ancient chiefs in the tenth
century named Cumara, a descendant of Conall Eachluath, or

Council of the Swift Steeds, who was king of Monster in the

fourth century. The word Cumara makes, in the genitive, Conmara,
which signifies a warrior of the sea, this ancient chief probably

having been a great naval commander. The Mac Namaras were
chiefs of Triocha Cead Hy Caisin, which territory, according to

O'Brien and O'Halloran, is now the barony of 'Tullagh, in the

county of Clare ; and, according to Mac Geoghegan, (p. 234), con-

tained also part of the barony of Buuratty. The Jlac Namaras
are also sometimes styled chiefs of Clan Cuileain, which was the

tribe name of his family, derived from Cuilean, one of their chiefs

in the eighth century. 'The Mac Namaras are thus designated by
O'Heerin, and many chiefs of them are mentioned in the course of

these Annals

:

" Riogh thaoiseach na ruathar n-glan

Mac Conmara o Mhuigh Adhair,

Criocha na sed thall a thir,

Ar Triocha Cead Clann Caisin.

" The princely chief of well fought battles

Is Mac Namara from Moy Air,

The land of riches is his country.

It is the territory of Clan Caisin."

The Mac Namaras held the high and honourable office of hereditary

marshals of Thoniond, were very powerful, and had numerous
castles; and there are at the present day some highly respectable

families of the name in the county of Clare ; the head of which is

Major William Nugent Mac INamara, of Doohn Castle, M.P.
for the County of Clare. Some of the Mac Namaras have
been distinguished in the service of France, particularly John
Mac Namara, who died A.D. 1747, and was, as stated by
Mac Geoghegan, (p. 334), an admiral in the service of

France, of the grand military order of St. Louis, and governor of

the port of Rochefort. IX. O'Conchubhair or O'Conor, chief of

Triocha Cead Fear n-Arda and of Corcamruadh, the ancient name
of the barony of Corcomroe, in the county of Clare, also anciently

called Crioch Cuirc or the territory of Core, wUicli got its name
from Core, prince of the race of Ir from Ulster, who settled there

in the first century. The O'Conors were chiefs of this territory,

and some of them are mentioned in the course of these Amials

;

they are thus designated by O'Heerin :—

•

" The territory of Fear Arda of the gold,

Corcomroe of the hosts of flashing battalions,

O'Conor obtained the land.

The heights from delightful Conagh."

X. O'Lochlainn or O'Loghlin, chief of Boirinn, now the barony of

Barren, county,of Clare, which was sometimes called Eastern Cor-

comroe; they are thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

" O'Loghlin, a hero commanding battalions,

Over the fertile watered plains of Barren,

And the lands of Core which he holds by right,

A country of cattle and abundant wealth.

Several chiefs of the O'Loghlins are mentioned In the course of

these Annals; they were very powerful, had many castles, and

held their rank as lords of Burren down to the reign of Elizabeth.

As already stated in the present article, the O'Conors and

O'Loghlins were of the same descent, namely, a branch of the

Clanna Rory descended from the ancient kings of Ulster of the

race of Ir. There are at the present time some highly respectable

families of the O'Loghlins in the county of Clare, and the head of

this ancient and distinguished family is Sir Colman O'Loghlin,

son of the late sir Michael O'Loghlin, a very emment lawyer, and

Master of the Rolls m Ireland.



152 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A.D. 1365.

general Biatach' of Connaught, was slain, and

also the two sons of Tomaltach O'Beii-ne, namely.

XI. O'Conaill, or O'ConnpIl, chief of Hy Cuilein, from Luachair

Ailleto Claenglais,according to O'Heerin. Tlje commons of Claon-

(jlas are marked on the maps south-east of Abbeyfeale, in the

barony of Upper Conello, on the verge of the county of Limerick,

towards the river Feale, and the borders of Cork and Kerry.

According to O'Brien, at the word Conal, and also O'Halloran,

(vol. iii. p. 389,) the territory of the O'Connells was called

Hy Conaill Gabhra, and comprised the present baronies of

Upper and Lower Conello, in the county of Limerick, and got

its name from Conall Gabhra, one of its ancient chiefs, the ancestor

of the O'Connells. The O'Connells, chiefs of Hy Conall Gaura,

had also, according to O'Halloran, a district called Aos Grcine,^

extending from Knock Greine to near Limerick, and had their chief

residence at Castle Connell. At an early period, namely, in the

twelfth century, as stated in O'Brien's Irish Dictionary, at the

word Ibh Conail Gabhra, the O'Connells settled in Kerry, where

they had a large territory extending from Sliabh Luachra, and the

river Feale, toClaenglais, on the borders of their ancient possessions.

According to O'Halloran, (vol. iii. p. 4U7,) as already stated in this

article, the O'Falvies, admirals of Desmond ; the O'Connells of

Kerry, O'Sheas, chiefs of Muskerry, in Cork, and several other

chiefs, were descended from the ClannaDeaga, celebrated chiefs of

Munster, originally a branch of the Heremonians of Ulster. Of the

Clanna Deaga, was Conaire II., monarch of Ireland in the beginning

of the third century, who was married to a daughter of his prede-

cessor. Con of the Hundred Battles, monarch of Ireland ; by whom
lie had a son, named Cairbre Riada, from whom were descended the

Dalriedians of Ulster. This Cairlire Riada, about the middle of

tlie third century, settled the colony of Dalriedians, in that part of

North Britain called Albany, afterwards Scotland ;
and from this

colony were descended the Scottish kings, and the House of

Stuart. From Cairbre Muse, brother to Cairbre Riada, Muiscrith,

or Muskerry, in Cork, got its name ; and according to Keating's

Genealogies, the O'Falvies and other chiefs were his descendants ;

or, as stated in a learned Essay on ancient Ireland, by John

T. O'Flaherty, Esq., published in Cork in the year 184-2, a son of

Cairbre Riada got large possessions in South Munster, in parts of

the present counties of Cork and Kerry ; and from him were

descended the O'Connells of Kerry ; and according to some MS.

communications, also the O'Falvies and O'Sheas. In the topo-

graphical poem of O'Heerin, the O'Connells of the twelfth century

are thus designated :

—

" OConail! catha Mnmhan,
Toirteamhuil an tiomsughadh,

Fian eath-armach is dual dreim,

Sluagh cathadhnach O g-Cuilein."

" O'Connell of the battalions of Munster,

Mighty are his mustering forces,

A Fenian armed warrior frequent in the fight.

Commands the battling hosts of Hy Cuilein."

The O'Connells had large possessions in Kerry, chiefly in the

barony of Iveragh, and branches of them were also settled in the

county of Clare. From an early period they were coimecfed, by

marriage alliances, with the O'Conors, the ancient lords of Kerry.

Maurice O'Connell, of the county of Clare, who was a general of

brigade, and colonel of the king's guards, under James II., was

killed at the battle of Aughrim ; and Charles O'Connell, his

brother, of Braintree, in Clare, was a colonel in king James' service.

Several of the O'Connells afterwards entered the Irish Brigade, in

the service of France ; and some of them were distinguished com-

manders, amongst whom may be mentioned Count Daniel O'Con-

nell, a general in the French service ; others of them were officers

in the Austrian service. Lieutenant-general sir Maurice O'Con-

nell, is at present commander of the British forces in New South

Wales. After the Cromwellian wars, and the Revolution, a great

Malachy Dall and Gilcreest, with many others of

the people of Muintir Eoluis, while in pursuit of

part of the extensive possessions of the O'Connells were confis-

cated ; but there are still many very respectable families of the

O'Connells in the counties of Kerry and Clare ; and of this

ancient family, the head is the celebrated Daniel O'Connell, of

Darrynane Abbey, in the county of Kerry, who retains in his pos-

session ancestral estates which never were forfeited during a tenure

of sixteen hundred years. XII. Mac Inderigh, Mac Aneiridhe, or

Mac Eneiry, chief of Corca Muiceadha, also called Conaill Uach-
tarach, or the barony of Upper Conello, in the county of Limerick.

The Mac Eneirys were descended from Mahon, king of Munster,

brother of Brian Born, and were a highly respectable family in for-

mer times, and their chief residence was at Castletown Mac Eneiry,

where there are still some ruins of a large castle and monastery.

Accounts of the Mac Eneirys are to be found in the third vol. of

O'Halloran's Ireland, pp. 390, 398 ; and in O'Brien's Dictionary,

at the words Concubar and Muiceadha, they are thus mentioned

by O'Heerin :

—

" Mac Eneiry the hero of precious gems,
Rules over Corea Muiceada of the mounds,
A noble Fenian who always flourished,

As doth the fair blossom on the apple tree."

XIII. O'Billraidhe, a chief in Hy Conaill Gabhra, now the baronies

of Upper and Lower Conello, in the county of Limerick, is thus

mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

" O'Billry the bestower of cattle.

Was a chief of fertile Conall Gaura,
They were truly bountiful men of the fair plains,

The rich lands of productive crops."

XIV. O'Cuilein, or O'Cullen, by some rendered Collins

;

O'Kenealys and O'Sheelians, are given by O'Halloran, vol. iii. p.

390; and in O'Brien's Dictionary, at the word Conal, as chiefs in the

baronies of Conello, county of Limerick. Some chiefs of the

O'Cuileins are mentioned in the course of these Annals. XV.
O'Maolmacasa, or O'Mackessy, chief of Corca Oiche ; and

O'Berga, chief of Tuath Rossa, districts in the county of Limerick,

are thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

" Corca Oiche of the delightful woods,

The country of white mantles and clear streams,

A fair land of great fertility.

Is governed by O'Maolmackessy,
O'Berga of the fair country took possession of.

The districts ofHy Rossa a rich portion."

XVI. O'Maolchalloin, a chief in Caonraidhe, now the barony of

Kenry, county of Limerick, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

"The Fenian chief of Kenry of delightful lands.

Is O'Mulcallen of the numerous tribe."

XVII. O'Cleircmn and O'Flannabhra, or O'Flannery, chiefs of

Dail Cairbre Aodhbha, a territory in the barony of Kenry, in the

county of Limerick, thus mentioned by O'Heerin:

—

" The portion of the delightful Dal Cairbre Eva,
Of the princes of Cashel ofwhite standards,

Lasting is his prosperity to the country,

The brave and high chief O'Cleircinn."

XVIII. O'Donnobhain, or O'Donovan, who is given by O'Brien at

the word Cairbre, as chief of Cairbre Aodhbha, now the barony of

Kenry, in the county of Limerick, which as stated by O'Halloran,

(vol. iii. p. 387), was the ancient territory of O'Donovan, O'Cleircin,

and O'Flannery ; O'Donovan is thus designated by O'Heerin :

—

" Hereditary to O'Donovan of Dun Cuire,

Is this territory as his fortress land,

To him without tribute belongs Maghmoill,

And the level plains down to the Shannon."
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their property, and they also took prisoners Der-

mod Mac Dermott and Maolrooney Mac Donogh
Riabhach, after defeating their people.

There are several respectable families of the O' Donovans at the

present day, in tlie county of Cork, where, it appears, they have
been chiefly located in modem times. The O'Donovans of

Limerick had their chief castle at Bmree. XIX. O'Ciarmaic,

anglicised O'Kirwick, chief of Eoganacht Aino, called by O'Hal-
loran, .\ine Cliach, now the parish of Knockaney, in the barony of

Small County, county of Limerick. The O'Kirwicks are thus

mentioned by O'Heerin :

" Eoganacht Aine of the wealthy lands,

O'Kirwick is the mainstay of the territory,

A country inhabited by the most noble tribes,

They are Hy Enda, Aine, and Auluiin."

XX. O'Maolduin, or O'Muldoon, is also given as a chiefof Eogan-
acht Ame, and thus mentioned by O'Heerin.

" The race of O'Maolduin from Dun Cais,

Over Eoganacht Aine in due order,

A numerous tribe who proceeded o'er the waves,
The armed Fenian heroes from Aughrim."

XXI. O'Cinnfaolaidh, probably O'Kinealy, chief of Eoganacht
Grian Gabhra, a district comprising parts of the baronies of

Coshma and Small County, m Limerick, and thus mentioned by
O'Heerin

:

" The Eoganacht of the fertile Grian Gaura,
A land producing most delicious apples,

A crown of female households in fame,

Belongs to O'Kmfaola of the red arms."

XXII. O'Conuing, a name anglicised to Gunning, was chief of

Crioch Saiugil and Aosgreine, which territories are now com-
prised in the barony of Small County, in Limerick, according to

O'Brien, at the word Aos-Greine. Crioch Saingil, according to

O'Halloran, (vol. iii., p. 304), is called Single Land, and sitimted

near Limerick. The O'Cmnings are thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" Aos Greine of the fine fair plains,

Was possessed by O'Cuining of Crioch Saingil,

He cheerfully held the fair Grian,

From the noble race of Eogan."

XXIII. O'Caelaidh, or O'Cadhla, probably O'Keeley ; and
O'Maille, or O'Malley, are given as chiefs of 'Tuath Luimnidh, or

the district about Limerick. XXIV. O'Ceadfadha is given as chief

ofTriocha-Cead-an Chalaidh, called Cala Luimne, that is, the port

or ferry of Limerick. XXV. O'Haodha, or O'Hea, chief of

Musgraidhe Luachra, a territory lying between Kilmallock and
Ardpatrick, in the barony of Coshlea, in the county of Limerick,

is thus designated by O'Heerm :

" O'Hea, the bestower of cattle.

Obtained the extensive Muscry Luachra,
The tribe of the fair land of melodious song,

Dwelt along the great salmon stream."

There are some respectable families of the O'Heas in tlie counties

of Limerick and Cork. XXVI. Mac Domhnaill, or Muinter Domh-
naill, and O'Baiscind, chiefs of Triocha Cead Corca Baiscind,

which, according to O'Halloran, is now the barony of Moyarta, hi

the county of Clare. O'Maolcorcra is given as chief of Hy Bra-
cain, now the barony of Ibrackan ; and another chief, O'CaoIaidh,

or O'Keeley. In the poem two Corca Baiscins are mentioned,

one of which was the present barony of Clonderlaw. Mac Don-

Brj'an, son of Matthew Mac Tiarnan, chief of

Tullyhunco (in Cavan), the most distinguished for

prosperity, nobleness, good fame, and power, of

nell's district is mentioned by O'Halloran, under the name of

Darach, whom he also calls O'Dounell. These chiefs are thus

designated by O'Heerin

:

" The two Triocha Ceads we remember.
The two delightful Corca Baiscins,

The Mac Donnells were its inheritors,

The host who have shared the country.

" Another chief of this land of music.

Noble is the origin of his descent,

O'Baiskinn, the stately tree from its root.

The tribe who marched with every force.

" The lord of Ibrackan of silken garments,

A chief who musters mighty forces,

O'Maolcorcra of prevailing fame.

Whose land extends from both the bays.

" The two territories of the entire Fochla,

Are possessed by the valiant race of Couary,

Along the land of Braonmoy 'tis true,

Its lawful defender is O'Keely.

Let us leave the race of Conary of Battles,

The princes of Ema of the golden shields."

XXVII. Mac Mathghamhna, nr Mac Mahon. The Mac Mahons,

it appears, succeeded the above chiefs, as lords of Corca Baiscinn
;

and possessed the greater part of the baronies of Moyarta and

Clonderlaw, in the county of Clare, m which they are placed on

the map of Ortelius ; and a further account of them may be found

in O'Halloran, vol. iii. pp. 388, 390 ; and in O'Brien's Dictionary,

at the words Baisginneach, Concubar, and Domhnal, where the

Mac Mahons and Mac Donnells are given as branches of the

O'Briens, the posterity of Brian Born, and therefore, of quite

a difl'erent descent from the Mac Mahons, lords of Mooaghan,

and the Mac Donnells, earls of Antrim, who are of the race of

Clan CoUa, as explained in the note on Orgiall. Several chiefs

of the Mac Mahons of Tliomond are mentioned in the course of

these Annals. There were of this family, a marquis Mac Mahon
and some other military commanders of the name, in the service of

France and Spain, in the last century, of whom accounts may be

found m Ferrar's History of Limerick; and the late sir William

Mac Mahon, Master of the Rolls m Ireland, and his brother,

General Mac Mahon, of the British service, were of this family.

There are still some respectable families of the Mac Mahons in

the county of Clare, and some have changed the name to Mahon,

and the chief representative of this ancient family is O'Gorman

Mahon, formerly M P. for Clare. XXVIII. O'Gormain, or

O'fiorman, is given by O'Halloran, vol. iii. p. 402, as chief of

Tullichrin, a territory comprising parts of the baronies of Moyarta

and Ibrackan, in the county of Clare, in which they are placed

on the map of Ortelius. There are several respectable families of

the O'Gormans in the county of Clare, the head of which is,

Nicholas Purcell O'Gorman, at present Assistant Barrister for the

county of Kilkenny. XXIX. O'DiochoUa and O'Maoleithigh, are

given as chiefs in Corcomroe, in the county of Clare, and thus

mentioned by O'Heerin ;

" O'Diocholla's possessions by inheritance.

Are in Corcomroe of the intrepid battalions,

Also O'Maoleithigh the hospitable.

Who maintained his hereditary rights."

XXX. O'Droighnean, or O'Drennan, chief of Slieve Eise Film and

X
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all the chiefs in Brefney, died,

composed the following

—

For him was

" Bryan Mae Tiarnan of the battles,

Whose liospitality was unbounded,

And his liberality as unlimited

As his achievements were extensive."

of Kinel Seudna, a district on the borders of Clare and Galway, is

thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

"The lands about the fair Slieve Else,

Are possessed by the Clan Seudna of melodious bards,

A tribe who tirnily support their clans.

Chief of their territory is O'Drennan.

"

XXXI. O'Neill, chief of Clan Dealbuidhe and of Tradraidhe, a

district in the barony of Inchiquin, county of Clare, is thus men-
tioned by O'Heerhi

;

" The land of Clan Dalvy of the poets

Was ruled by O'Neill chief of Fionnluaragh,

The forces of Tradree came to his fortress,

The descendant of the yellow-haired chiefs."

It appears that these O'Neills of Thomond were originally some
of the O'Neills of Ulster, some of whom, as stated in Ferrar's

History of Limerick, (pp. 258, 36.3), changed the name to Nihell,

of whicli name there were many respectable families in the counties

of Limerick and Clare ; and of these was sir Balthazar Nihell, a

Brigadier-general in tlie service of the king of Naples ; and
colonel Nihell, of the Irish brigade, in the French service. The
Creaghs also, of whom there are still many highly respectable

families in the counties of Clare, Cork, and Tipperary, were

descended from the O'Neills of Ulster, according to Ferrar, some
of them having come to Limerick, in the tenth century, to assist

in the expulsion of the Danes. Many of them were valiant chiefs,

and gained several victories over the Danes ; and on one occasion,

having worn green boughs in their helmets, they from this circum-

stance got the name O'Craoibh, which signifies, of the branches,

which name was anglicised to Creagh. Of this family was
Richard Creagh, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Armagli, who
died A.D. 1585, an eminent writer on ecclesiastical history, and

the lives of the Irish saints. The O'Creaghs are also given by
O'Halloran, (vol. iii. p. 414), as a branch of the O'Neills of

Ulster. XXXII. O'Dobharchon or O'Davoran, chief of Muintir

Lidheagha, or the O'Liddys, the tribe name of this clan. The
O'Davorans are placed on the map of Ortelius, in the barony of

Corcomroe, county of Clare. They are thus mentioned by

O'Heerin :

" The O'Davorans of the intelligent learned men.
Chiefs of the O'Liddys of whom I treat.

They belonged to the clans of Siunill,

And are the supporters of nobility."

The following chiefs and clans of Thomond, not given by O'Heerin,

are collected from other sources. XXXIII. The O'Moloneys,
according to O'Halloran, (vol. iii. p. 387), were chiefs of Cuilte-

nan, now the parish of Kiltonanlea, in the barony of Tulla, county

of Clare, where they are also placed on the map of Ortelius.

Tliere are also, at present, many respectable families of the name,
in the county, the head of which is James O'Molony of Kiltan-

non, Esq. XXXIV. The O'Keameys, given by O'Halloran,

(vol. iii. p. 400), as chiefs of Abhuin Ui Cbearnaidh, or O'Kear-
ney's river, a district about Six- Mile-Bridge, in the baronies of

Tulla and Bunratty, county of Clare. XXXV. The O'Caseys,
given as chiefs of Rathconan, in the barony of Pubblebrien, county
of Limerick, by O'Halloran, (p. 400), who states, that the viscounts

Perry, afterwards earls of Limerick, possessed part of this estate,

in right of his great grandmother, who was the heiress of O'Casey.

Bryan, son of Hugh Mac Mahon, having

assumed the lordship of Orgiall (Monaghan),

proposed a marriage connection to Sorley, son of

Edin Duv Mac Donnell, heir presumptive to the

lordship of the Hebrides, and high constable of

the province of Ulster, and prevailed on him to

XXXVI. O'Dinnahans or O'Dinans, given by O'Halloran, (p. 420,)
as chiefs of Uaithne, now the barony of Owneybeg, in Limerick.
XXXVII. The O'Hallinans and Mac Sheeliys, are given by
O'Halloran, as chiefs of Ballyhallinan, in the barony of Pubble-
brien, county of Limerick. The O'Hallorans, given by O'Hal-
loran, as chiefs of Faith-ui-Hallurain, a district between Tulla

and Cjlare, in the county of Clare. The following families of note
are given on the map of Ortelius, an ancient authority often

quoted, which gave tiie localities and territories possessed by the

Irish chiefs and clans, in the reign of James I., in the beginning

of the seventeenth century, and was orignally compiled by Abra-
ham Ortelius, of Antwerp, the celebrated geographer to king Philip

II. of Spain, and re-published with improvements by the learned

Charles O'Conor, of Belenagar. XXXVIII. The Mac Giollaio-

saghts, a name anglicised to Lysaghts, are placed on the map of
Ortelius, about Ennistymon ; the Mae Considincs, in the barony
of Ibrackan ; the O'Dalys, in the barony of Barren ; the Mae
Ciillereaghs, in the barony of Clondcrlaw ; the Mac Clancys, in

the liarony of Tulla ; and the Mac Bruodins, in the barony of

Inchiquin, all in the county of Clare. The following families are

placed on the map, in the county of Limerick : the Mac Arthurs,
in the barony of Pubblebrien; the O'Scanlans, in the barony of
Pubblebrien ; and the O'Mornys, in the barony of Lower Conello.

Several of the Dalcassian chiefs and clans, not mentioned in this

article, are given in the notes on Ormond and Desmond, on the
territories which they possessed.

In the year 1180, king Henry II. granted the kingdom of
Limerick to Herbert Fitzherbert, but he having resigned his

claims, it was granted by king John to William and Philip de
Braosa. In the latter end of the twelfth, and beginning of the

thirteenth century, the Anglo-Normans penetrated into Tliomond,
and formed some settlements about Limerick, under William de
Braosa and William de Burgo ; and in tlie thirteenth century,

king Henry III., gave a grant of the whole kingdom of Thomond,
or O'Brien's country, to Thomas de Clare, son of the earl of

Ciloucester ; and the Fitzgeralds, Burkes, and other Anglo-Nor-
man families, also got large possessions in Limerick and Clare.

The O'Briens, and other chiefs, maintained for centuries fierce

contests with the Anglo-Norman and English settlers, in defence

of their national independence. The following were the chief

families of Anglo-Normans, and early English settlers, in the
counties of Limerick and Clare. The de Burgos or Burkes,
Fitzgeralds, Fitzgihbons, a branch of the Fitzgeralds, the de Clares,

de Lacies, Browns, Barretts, Roches, Russels, Sarsfields, Stritches,

Purcells, Husseys, Harolds, Tracys, Trants, Comyns, Whites,
^Valshcs, Woulfes, Dongans, Rices, Aylmers, Nashes, Monsells,
Ma^sys, &c.

The Fitzgeralds, earls of Desmond, had vast possessions in Lime-
rick, and of the estates of Gerald, the sixteenth earl of Desmond,
in the reign of Elizabeth, about one hundred thousand acres were
confiscated in the county of Limerick, and divided amongst the
following English families : the Annesleys, Barkleys, Billingsleys,

Bourchiers, Carters, Courtenays, Fittons, Mannerings, Stroudes,
Trenchards, Thorntons, and Uthereds. In the reign of George I.,

according to Lodge's Peerage, Thomas, baron Southwell, brought
over and settled on his estates about Bathkeale, in the county of
Limerick, a colony of about three thousand Cicrmans, from Suabia
and the Palatinate of the Rhine hence they were called Pal/itines.

Limerick was formed into a county as early as the reign of king
John, A.D. 1210. The Book of D'mn Smnclms, written in the

sixth century liy Amergin, chief bard to Dermod, monarch of Ire-

land, is a work which gives an account of the origin of the names
of remarkable places, as fortresses, cities, mountains, lakes, rivers,

&c. in Ireland. A copy made from the Books of Leacan and Bal-
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put away the daughter of O'Reilly (of Cavan),

but not long afterand to take his own daughter

lymote, and an original Irish MS. of the eighth century on vellum,

by the translator of these Annals, is in the library of Sir William
Bethuin. Tlie Dinn Seanclius gives the following aecoinit of the

origin of the name of Limerick. In the early ages a battle was
fought here between the kings of Munster and Connaught, and the

forces of botli sides engaged at the fords, when the tide was out

;

but during the contest, both parties liecauie so hotly engaged
that tliey were iiiimindful of the tide, which flowed in, and the

flood coming so suddenly on them, they were forced to throw off

their sliields, wlien tiie beholders exclaimed, *' Tlie pool is covered

with shields"—hence the place got the name of Luinuieacli, the

word Lvimne, in the ancient Irish, signifying shields. Tlie city of

Limerick is suijposed by some to liave been the ancient Regtn of

the Greek geographer Ptolemy, in his account of Ireland in the

second century ; and, according to O'Halloran, Limerick was a large

city as early as the tenth century, and ha\ ing commerce with

Spain and other countries, and great shipping, got the name of

Lu'imneuch-na-luingeas, or Limerick of the Ships. The geogra-

pher Ptolemy mentions the inhabitants of the territory now
forming the county of Clare, and the southern part ofGalway, un-

der the name of Gnnynnl, whom Camden, and Dr. Charles O'Co-
nor consider to have been a tribe of the Concoti! of Spain. Clare

was formed into a county in the reign of Elizabeth, A. D. 1505, by
the Lord Deputy, Sir Henry Sidney, and got its name, not from
the de Clares, who were lords of tliat country, as asserted by va-

rious writers ; but, according to JIac Curtin, as quoted from one of

his ancient MSS. given in the account of the parish of Kilnamaneen,

in tlie county of Clare, in the first volume of Sliaw JIason's Statis-

tical Survey of Ireland, it derived its name from an ancient bridge

of planks built over the river Fergus, and the word CInr in Irish

signifying a plank, hence the adjoining town got the name of Clnr,

or Clare, and the town gave its name to the entire county. The
county of Clare forms a large peninsula, boimded on one side by

the Atlantic ocean, and on the other by the Shannon ; and the

counties of Clare and Limerick, along the coast of the Atlantic,

and course of the Shannon, and the river Fergus, abound in grand

and beautiful scenery. An extensive tract in the county of Lime-
rick, called the Golden Vale, contains some of the richest lands in

Ireland, famous for their unbounded fertility. The counties of

Limerick and Clare are celebrated for orchards, and the production

of cider.

Nobiliti/.—The following have been the noble families in Lime-
rick and Clare since the reign of Henry VIII. The O'Briens, earls

and marquesses of Thomond, earls of Inchiquin, barons of Ibrackan,

and barons of Hurren, also viscounts of Clare, and barons of Moy-
arta ; the Burkes, barons of Castleconnell : tlie Roches, barons of

Tarbcrt ; and the Fitzgeralds, knights of Glin, in the connty of

Limerick j the Sarsfields, viscounts of Kilmallock, in the county of

Limerick ; the Dongans, earls of Limerick ; the Hamiltons, vis-

counts of Limerick ; the Fanes, viscounts Fane, and barons of

Loughguire, in Limerick ; the Southwells, barons Southwell of

Castlematross, in Limerick ; the Fitzgibbons, carls of Clare ; the

Perrys, earls of Limerick ; the Quinns, earls of Dunraven and ba-

rons of .\dare, in Limerick ; the O'Gradys, vi>-counts Guillamore,

in Limerick ; the lords Fitzgerald and Vesci, in the county of

Clare; and tlic Massys, barons of Clarina in Limerick.

Ecdexifist'ical Uiviximis.— TJie See of KUfenora, according to

Lanigan, (vol. ii. p. 107), was founded tiy St. Fachna, or St. Fach-

nan, and the bishops were also styled bishops of Fcnabore, and
sometimes bishops of Corcomroe, all of which names were applied

to this see. A celebrated Cistercian monastery was founded and
endowed at Corcomroe, in the twelfth century, by Donal O'Brien,

king of Limerick, and his son Donogh Cairbreach O'Brien, prince

of Thomond. The Diocese of KUfenora comprises only the baro-

nies of Barren and Corcomroe, in the county of Clare, being the

smallest in Ireland.

Tlie See ofKiUaloc, in Irish CiU-da-Lua, or the church of Lua,

got its name from St. Lua, or Molua, who founded a cliurch there

in the sixth centurv. The name of Killaloe is latinised Laonia, and

Mac Mahon gave him an invitation to his house,

and ha'ving been drinking for some time, a dispute

it became a bishop's see in the seventh century, the first bishop
being St. Flannan, a disciple of St. Molua, who was consecrated at

Rome by Pope John IV. A. D. G30. St. Flanan was the son of
Torlogh, king of Monster, who endowed the see with extensive

lands, and was interred in the cathedral. The abbey and see of

Killaloe were amply endowed by the O'Briens, kmgs of Thomond,
who erected the cathedral, in which many of them were interred.

The ancient see of Roscrea, in the county of Tipperary, was in the

twelfth century united to Killaloe, and the bishops of Killaloe were
sometimes styled bishops of Thomond. The Diocese ofKiUidoe
comprehends the gTeater part of the county of Clare, with a large

portion of Tipperary, and parts of Limerick, King's and Queen's
counties, and Galway.

The See ofLimerick was founded in the sixth century by St.

Munchin, who became the first bishop. In the tenth and eleventh

centuries, several of the bishops of Limerick were Danes, a colony

of that people possessing the city at that period. In the twelfth

century a new cathedral was erected by the O'Briens, kings of

Thomond, who amply endowed the see. The Diocese of Limerick
comprises the greater part of the county of Limerick, with a por-

tion of Clare. The See of Iiiis Cathayv:a» founded in the fifth

century by St. Patrick, and St. Senan, bishop and abbot of Inis-

Cathay, is mentioned as his successor Inis-Cathay is an island

situated near the mouth of the Shannon, and its ancient monastery
was a celebrated seat of religion in early times, and continued for

many years a great place of pilgrimage. Tbe ancient see comprised
some adjoining districts in the counties of Limerick and Clare, and
was annexed to the see of Limerick in the twelfth century.

Ancient Literature.—The Mac Clancys w'ere hereditary Bre-

hons ; the Mac Bruodins hereditary historians ; and the Mac Cur-
tuis hereditary bards of Thomond, ofwhom, and other learned men,
accounts are given in the course of these Annals, and also in

O'Reilly's Irish Writers. Tile Mae Craiths, or Magraths, ofTho-
mond, are also mentioned as bards and historians. The Wars of
Thomond, styled, Cathreim Thoirdhetilhhitiyh, or, a Catalogue of

Torlogh's Battles, contains, as stated in O'Reilly's Irish Writers at

A. D. 1450, an account of the battles of Torlogh O'Brien, and of

the wars of Thomond, from the landing of Henry II. in Ireland, to

the death of Robert de Clare, A. D. 1318. This work was written

by Rory Mac Craith, in the fifteenth century, the original of

which, on vellum, is in the library of Sir \\'illiam Betham, and if

translated and published, would form a valuable contribution to

the history of that period. Mac Cartings Irish Dictionary, writ-

ten by Hugh Mac Curtin, a native of Clare, a celebrated poet and
historian, and published at Paris \.T). 1732. It is an English-

Irish Dictionary, and the only one extant. Mac Curtin also pub-

lished an Irish Grammar at Louvain, in 17'28, and also other learned

works on Irish history and antiquities. Andrew Mac Curtin, a

celebrated poet of the same family, is also mentioned by O'Reilly.

Several Irish poems by the Mac Curtins are in the possession of Sir

William Betliam, and form the best collection of them extant. The
chevalier Thomas O'Gorman, of the family of the O'Gormans of

Clare, was an officer in the French service, and distinguished in

Irish literature, and collected many works. He is often mentioned

in O'Reilly's Irish Writers, and died in Clare about the year 1815,

and some of his MSS. are in the possession of Sir William Betham.

O'Brien's Irish i))C^ioHor;/, written by John O'Brien, R. C. bishop

ofCloyne, and first published at Paris, .\. D. 17C8 ; and anew
edition of it was published in Dublin, in the year 1832, by the Rev.

Robert Daly, at present bishop of Cashel. O'Brien's Dictionary

is a very learneil and valuable work, not only on the Irish language,

but on the topography of Ireland, and the genealogies of the ancient

chiefs and clans. O'Connell's Irish Dictionary, written by Peter

O'Connell, a native of Clare, a learned and laborious scholar, who
flied about the year 1828, a large work in MS., the original of

which is in the library of the British Museum, London, and a copy

in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. Anthony Bruodin, a

native of Clare, who died about A. D. 1680, was a Franciscan friar

and learned lecturer in the Irish monastery at Prague, and wrote the

X 2
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arose between them ; Brj'an folded his arms about

Mac Donnell, and had him firmly bound, and cast

into the adjacent lake, where he was imme-

diately drowned. Donal, son of Hugh O'Neill,

with his kinsmen ; Bryan, son of Henry O'Neill,

with the chiefs of Clanaboy ; and Torlogh More
Mac Donnell, with all those of his name in Ulster,

having collected themselves together, marched

with one accord into Orgiall, until they arrived at

Rath TuUoch, the fortress of Mac Mahon ; infor-

mation was sent before them to Bryan, who fled,

leaving the to\'\n quite empty, but they pursued

Mac Mahon, who, together with the chiefs of his

country, were engaged in securing their property

and cattle, in the fastnesses of the coimtry ; the

Orgiallians were then defeated, and their arms

and cattle were taken from them. Afler that Mac
Mahon was expelled from his own territory, and

compelled to take refuge with Muintir Maolmordha

(O'Reillys ofCavan), and his wife and his daughter

were made prisonei's.

Cuchonacht O'Reilly, lord of Brefney, having

entered a monastery, left the lordship to his bro-

ther Philip.

Hugh, son of Niall O'Donnell, heir presump-

tive to the lordship of Tirconnell, was slain by
Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor, but Teige, son

of Manns O'Conor, overtook Donal on the same

day, defeated him, and slew a number of his peo-

ple, together with Hugh, son of Conor, the son

of Teige.

Robert, son of Watin Barrett (in Mayo), died.

The king of England's son left Ireland.

A. D. 1366.

The bishop of Raphoe, that is, Mac Maengail

(Patrick Mac Moengal, or Magonail), died.

celebrated work entitled Passio Martyrum Hibernlce^ and many
learned works on tlieology. Richnrd Crenijh, Roman Catholic

archbishop of Armagh, was a native of Limerick, and wrote Lives
of the Irish ^^aints, and other learned works on Ecclesiastical His-
tory ; he died A. D. 1585. O'Hulluran's History of Ireland,
written by Sylvester O'Halloran, a native of Limerick, who was
an eminent surgeon there, and a man of great learning on Irish

history and antiquities. His History of Ireland, from the earliest

period to tlie English invasion, is a learned and valuable v^ork. It

was first published in the year 1778, in two volumes quarto,
and afterwards republished by Fitzpatrick of Dublin, in three
\olumes octavo, A.D. 1803. Ferrar's History of Linier'wh,
written by John Ferrar, and published at Limerick, A.D. 1787.
In the notes on Desmond and Ormond, will be given a full account
of the ancient literature of Munster, and of many natives of
IMuuster, distinguished in the military service of foreign states.

Cathal, son of Hugh Brefnach (O'Conor), the

son of Cathal Roe ; IManus Oge, his son ; Miu*-

togh, the son of Dailredacair ; Maurice O'Maol-

tuile ; Dermod Mac Simon ; and Dermod Mac
GioUabearaigh, were treacherously slain by the

men of Fermanagh, at the river of Firluirg (ba-

rony of Lin-g), and they also committed great

depredations on the Clan Murtogh (O'Conors),

and made peace with the O'Rourkes, and forgave

them their trespasses, through spite for the Clan

Murtogh, and the O'Rourkes made terms with

them. The son of Roderick O'Conor took Cathal's

place after that, and the O'Rourkes fled with their

property, under the protection of the people of

Fermanagh, and, having surrounded the Clan

Murtogh ; took them by suprise, and slew Cathal

Mac Clancy, chief of Dartry.

Murtogh Mac Rannall, son of Rannall More
Mac Rannall, the undisputed heir presumptive,

was treacherously slain by Malachy Mac Rannall,

chief of Muintir Eoluis (in Leitrim), and Malachy

himself died in two months afterwards.

Cormac Don Mac Carthy, lord of Hy Cairpre

and of Hy Eachach of Munster (both in the

county of Cork), was treacherously slain by his

own brother's son, the son of Donal of the Donals.

Conor O'Conor, lord of Ciarraidhe Luachra (in

the county of Ken-y), was slain by the Branachs.'

Roderick, son of Murtogh O'Conor,was drowned

in the Shannon.

Teige, son of Manus O'Conor, defeated John

O'Donnell and his galloglasses^ in a battle, in which

a great many were slain, and Mac S^veeney, and

several of the chiefs of Tirconnell, were taken

prisoners and kept as hostages.

Donal O'Neill and the Clan Donnell, namely,

Torlogh Mac Donnell and Alexander his son, col-

A.D. ISG.'j.

1. Biiitarh, derived from B'lodh, food, and teach, a house, was
the term applied to the keepers of tiie imuses of hospitality, an order

of persons, as already explained, very numerous in Ireland in

ancient times, having grants of lands and other public endow-
ments, for the purpose of keeping open houses of hospitality, for

the entertainment of the poor and indigent, and all travellers and
strangers, &c. ; therefore this Cormac Mac Dermott Roe appears

to have been the chief inspector and regulator of these establish-

ments in Connaught.
A. D. 1366,

1. Brnnachs. Branachs was a name applied to the descendants

of Bran, one of the kings of Leinster in the sixth century, of which
trilie were the O'Byrnes, O'Tooles, and other clans in Wexford
and M'icklow.

2. G(dloglasses, in Irish Galloglacha, were the heavy-armed
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lected their forces to attack Niall O'Neill; they

expelled Mac Cathmail from the country, who
went and joined O'Neill with his forces and cattle ;

but they overtook the rear of Mac Cathmail's

party with their flocks, attacked them, and captured

all their property ; Randal, the son of Alexander,

heir of the clan of Alexander, arrived at the same

time from the Hebrides, to join Niall O'Neill.

The kerns from either side of the Clan Donnells

having approached each other, Randal sent mes-

sengers to Torlogh, and his son Alexander,

entreating them to let him pass in respect of his

seniority and of their friendship with each other
;

but they, however, treated that application with

indifference, for they advanced to the ford over

wliich they saw him preparing to pass, and a

determined .and fierce engagement ensued, in

which many were slain and wounded on both

sides ; a son of Randal was slain by Torlogh in

the thick of the fight, and Alexander, the son of

Torlogh, was taken jjrisoner by Randal's party,

whom they resolved instantly to put to death ; but

Randal, however, would not consent to their pro-

posal, for he said that he should not be deprived

both of his son and of his kinsman on the same day.

A great war broke out among the English of

Connaught ; Mac Maurice was expelled from the

countiy by Mac ^Villiam, and sought refuge with

the Clan Rickard ; Mac William, with Hugh
O'Conor, king of Connaught, and William

O'Kelly, lord of Ily Maine, collected a force in

South Connaught, with which they marched into

Clan Rickard, where they remained nearly three

months opposing each other, until at length Mac
VViUiam obtained the superiority, took the hostages

of Clanrickard into his possession, and then vic-

toriously returned to his own country.

John iMac Costello, lord of Slieve Lugha (in

Mayo), died.

Hugh TiiTell, lord of Fertullach, (in West-
meath), was slain by the Berminghams.

A.D. 1367.

The bishop Malachy O'Fenall, that is, bishop

foot soldiers of the Irish; they wore iron helmets, and coats of
mail, studded with iron nails and rings ; had long swords by tlieir

sides, and bore in their right hands broad battle-axes with very

keen edges, by a single blow of whieh they, often clove the skull

of a warrior through his helmet. It appears that the Scots also

had troops called galloglasses and kerns, as in Shakspear's Jlac-

of Ardagh, a prelate eminent for his piety, alms-

giving, humanity and wisdom; and Malachias

Mac Guire, archdeacon of Orgiall, (diocese of

Clogher), died.

Cuchonacht O'Reilly, lord of Brefuey, until he

resigned it to God, and took holy orders, was

succeeded by Philip (O'Reilly).

The Clan Murtogh (O'Conors) , made an incur-

sion with their forces into Moy Nisse (in Leitrim),

and they attacked Mojdm-g (in Roscommon) ; the

chiefs on that expedition were, Teige, the son of

Roderick O'Conor ; Fergal Mac Tiarnan, lord of

Tidlyhunco, and Dermod Mac Rannall, lord of

Miunter Eoluis, with many galloglasses, and they

burned the fortress of Hugh MacDermott; Fergal

Mac Dermott, lord of Moylurg, accompanied by

Hugh Mac Dermott, overtook them, and a conflict

ensued, in which many were slain on both sides,

after which Teige O'Conor and Mac Rannall re-

turned, without prisoners or booty.

Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor, the O'Rom-kes,

and the Mac Donoghs, with their retained kerns,

defeated Teige, the son of Manus O'Conor, on the

strand of Eothuile the carpenter (near Sligo), in

which (battle) the galloglasses of Manus's son were

slain, eighty of the bravest of them being killed,

along with Donal, the son of Sorley (Mac Don-

nell), Donal Oge his son, the two Mac Sweenys,

Mac Aneas])uigO'Dowd, and William MacSithidh.

Denail, daughter of Midroony More Mac Der-

mott, and wife of Ualgarg O'Rourke, was slain by

the Clan Murtogh.

Malachy, the son of Geoffrey Mac Gilpatrick

(of Ossoiy), and a great many of his people, were

treacherously slain by the English.

Teige Mac Gauran, and Aongus Mac Andeaga-

naigh Mac Gauran, died.

Teige and Loughlin, the two sons of Aongus

Roe O'Daly, and Maolmaire Oge Magrath, died.

Mac Maurice Nambrigh ; Owen, son of Rode-

rick O'Kelly (of Galway) ; Murtogh, son of Mur-

togh O'Conor ; and Bebinn, the daughter of Ual-

garg O'Rourke, the wife of Tomaltagh Mac Do-

nogh, died.

beth mention is made of " the merciless Mac Donnell, from the

Western Isles, with his kerns and galloglasses."

Kerns, in Irish, Cethern, derived, according to Cormac's
Glossary of the tenth century, from Ccth, that is, Cath, a battle,

and am, plundering, was the term applied to the light troops of

the Irish, armed with spears,javelins, darts, sUngs and arrows, Jcc.
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Tlie ClanMurtogh (O'Conorsof Sligo), made an

attack on the people of Fermanagh, at Inis Moi'e,

Lough Berraid,andSeanadhMac Manus,andhaving

earned away much booty, they returned home safe.

A. D. 1308.

• The coarb of St. Maog', and archdeacon of Bref-

ney, a man full of the gifts of the Holy Ghost,

died, after gaining the victory over the world and

the devil.

Hugh, son of Felim O'Conor, king of Con-
naught, the most heroic and valiant of the Irish,

the Lughaidh Lamhfada^ of Leath Cuinn against

the English and other enemies, died at Roscom-
mon, after gaining the ^•ictoly of repentance ; and
Rodei-ick, the son of Torlogh, assumed the sove-

reigntj' of Connaught.

Crioch Cairpre (Carbury, in Sligo),was di\'ided

between the son of Manus (O'Conor), and Donal,

the son of Murtogh (O'Conor).

Fergal Mac Dermott, lord of Moylurg, the lion

of nobleness and of feats of arms of his tribe; To-
maltach, son of Fergal Mac Dermott, tanist of

Moylurg ; and Conor Mac Dermott, died.

Hugh, son of Conor Mac Dermott, assumed the

lordship of Moylurg.

Roderick, son oi' Seonnig Mac Geoghegan, the

hawk of heroism and of feats of arms of his tribe,

the most hospitable man from Dublin to Athloue

;

and Tiarnan, son of Cathal O'Rom-kc, died.

Dermod, son of Cormac Dun Mac Carthy, was

taken prisoner by Mac Carthy ofCarbery, (county

of Cork), by whom he was deUvered up to the

English, who put him to death.

David O'Tuathail (O'Toole, in Wicklow), was
slain by the English of Dublin.

William Sasanach, the son of Sir Edmond Burke,

heir to the Mac Williams, died ofthe small-pox at

Inis Cua'.

Fiachra O'Flynn, heir to the chieftaincy of Siol

Maolruain (in Roscommon), the best man of his

tribe in his time, and also his wife, died.

A. D. 1368.

1. Coarb of St. Maoyc, that is, abbot of Drumlane, in the
county of Cavan, tlie monastery of which was founded by
St. Maoge, in tlie sixth century. Archdeacon of Brefney, that
is archdeacon of the diocese of Kilmore.

Niall O'Neill, king of Tyrone, marched with a

great force into Orgiall, and all the chiefs of the

province (of Ulster), joined him to attack Bryan

Mac Mahon, and they encamped at Meodhan

Tire (the middle country); Mac Mahon offered them

great terms, \dz., that he would give the half of

Orgiall (Monaghan), to Niall, the son of Murtogh,

son of Bryan (Mac Mahon) Nagoileach Naiffrin

(of the chalices), namely, the lord who was pre-

viously over the country, and other large gifts to

O'Neill himself, as a reparation for the death of

Mac Donnell; O'Neill consentedtomake peace with

him on those conditions, but the son of Murtogh

Mac Mahon, and Alexander Oge M.ic Donnell,

lord of the galloglasses (or Scots), with one accord

proceeded with three troops of kerns to attack

Mac Mahon, without O'Neill's pei-mission, and

they made a sally upon his fortress ; jSIac Mahon
and all his household were on theu- guard, armed

and accoutred in their fortress, and the other party

having instantly attacked them, a fierce and des-

perate conflict ensued, in which Mac Mahon de-

feated them, and slew the son of MuiTogh Mac
Mahon, tanist of Orgiall, together with Alexander,

the son of Torlogh Mac Donnell, the constable of

the galloglasses ; Owen, son of Torlogh, son of

Malachy O'Donnell, and many others, on that oc-

casion.

Thomas O'Flynn, lord of Tuirtre (in Antrim), a

man full of hospitality and honour, died.

Teige, son of INIanus, son of Cathal, son of

Donal O'Conor, was treacherously taken prisoner

by Roderick, the son of Torlogh (O'Conor), in his

own fortress, at Ard Anchoillin, (in Roscommon),

after he had been brought to the house of O'Con-

or, by Cormac Mac Donogli ; and was, after that,

delivered into the hands of Donal, son of Murtogh

O'Conor, who finally slew him in the castle of

Sliffo. All bad deeds afterwards committed were

compared to those perpetrated on Manus O'Con-

nor's son, so that it followed as an old saying of

abhorrence, " that the taking and slaying of the

son of Manus was not worse than whatsoever trea-

cherous deed they might hear of being committed."

2. Lughaidh Lamhflwda, to whom Hugh O'Conor is here com-
pared, was a celebrated warrior king of the Tuatli Ue Danans.

Leath Ciiin was a term applied to the northern half of Ireland.

3. Inis Clin, now Iniscoe, situated near Lough Con, in the

parish of Crossmolina, barony of Tyrawley, county of Mayo.
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A great war arose in Connaught, between

O'Conor, Mac William, and Mac Dermott, on

account of that taking and slaying (of O'Conor).

Cuuladh Mac-an-Gir Mac Cathmail, the chief

of his own tribe, and his son, an experienced and

learned master in the arts and sciences, cUed in

England.

William, son of Donogh Muinach O'Kelly,

lord of Hy Maine, was taken prisoner by O'Mad-
den, and by the Clan Mac Eogain ; and Donal,

son of Conor O'Kelly, and Ardgal Oge O'Con-

canon, were slain on the same day, by O'Madden.
Donal Mac Namara, (of Clare), died.

Slevin Mac Quillan, constable of the province

of Ulster, died.

Muiredhach O'Fairchellaidh (O'Farrelly), the

abbot of Drumlane, and archdeacon of Brefney,

(diocese of Kilmore), died.

Dermod Lamh-dearg, (the red-handed), Mac
Murrogh, king of Leinster, was taken prisoner by
the English, and he was the most valiant provin-

cial king in his time.

A.D. 1369.

Hugh O'Neill, bishop of Clogher, a pious and

charitable prelate; and Richard O'lleiliy, bishop

of Kilmore,' died.

The Dean O'Bardain, and Cuchonacht O'Reilly,

lord of Brefney, died.

Philip O'Reilly was taken prisoner by his own
kinsmen, and was sent to be im])risoned in the

castle of Lough Uachtar, closely bound and

fettered.

Manus O'Reilly assumed the lordship then, and

a war and commotion arose in Brefney, on account

A.D. 13G9.

1. Bishop of Kilmore. Many of the O'Reillys of Cavan have
been bishops of Brefney or Kilmore, and of several other sees, of
whom the following have been collected from Ware, Archdall,
Stewart's Armagh, Brennan's Ecclesiastical History, and various
other sources. Richard O'Reilly, bishop of Brefiiey, died A. D.
1369 ; he wasthesonofMalachy O'Reilly, chief of Brefney. Jolin

O'Reilly, bishop of Brefney, died A.D. 1393; he was the son of Geof-
frey, son of GioUalosa Roe O'Reilly, prince of Brefney, who is called

by Ware, Gelasius Rnfus O'Reilly, and was founder of the abbey of
Cavan. John O'Reilly, abbot of Kells, and afterwards liishop of
Brefney, from about A.D. 1464 to AD. 1474. Dermitius O'Reilly,
abbot of Kells, afterwards bishop of Kilmore, from A.D. 1511 to

1.322. Hugh O'Reilly, Roman Catholic bishop of Kilmore,
from about A.D. IGIO to 1C26, and afterwards translated to

Armagh. Jlichael O'Reilly, vicar-general and administrator
of the diocese of Kilmore, from A.D. 1715 to 1727, afterwards
Roman Catholic bishop of Derry, and lastly translated to Armagh.

of that imprisonment ; Annadh, the son of Richard

O'Reilly, collected a great force, and Mac Mahon
and the chiefs of Orgiall, (Monaghan), came to

assist him to compel Manus to release Philip

O'Reilly ; Manus, and his kinsmen, with all their

forces, united together to defend their own coun-

try, and a battle ensued, in which however, Manus
was defeated at Blen Chupa f and the three sons

of Cormac O'Ferrall, namely, Seoinin, Malachy,

and Fergus ; Felim, son of Hugh Anchleitigh (of

the plume), O'Conor ; the two sons of Flaherty

More ]\Iac Conruba, namely, Donogh, and Brien
;

Sitrick-na-srona Masterson, and many others,

were slain in that engagement.

Gerald Cavenagh, heir presum]itive to the

crown of Leinster, was slain by the Black Knight.

Tiarnan O'llourke went on a predatory excur-

sion, to Lurg, (in Fermanagh), and carried away

great booty ; but Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh
O'llourke, was slain by O'Maolduin, of Liu'g,

while in pursuit of the plunder.

Dermod, the red-handed, Mac MuiTogh, king

of Leinster, was put to death by the English of

Dublin, (in the castle of Dublin), after he had

been a long time imprisoned by them.

Mahon, of Maonmoy, O'Brien, lord ofThomond,

the best and most noble of the Irish of the south

of Ireland, died in his own fortress, after gaining

the victory of repentance.

Bryan O'Brien assumed the lordship of Tho-

mond, after Mahon.
O'Maolduin, that is, Donal, chief of Tuath

Luirg (in Fermanagh), was slain by the sons of

Niall O'Donnell, who can-ied with them a booty

on one of the islands ofLough Erne called Badhba

(Boa Island) ; Philip Mac Guire, lord of the seven

Charles O'Reilly, Roman Catholic bishop of Kilmore, died in 1800.

Fergal O'Reilly, Roman Catholic bishop of Kilmore twenty-two

years, died A.D. 1829. Philip O'Reilly, Roman Catholic bishop

of Raphoe twenty-one years, died about A.D. 1780. Daniel

O'Reilly, Roman Catholic bishop of Clogher thirty years, died

A.D. 1778. Hugh O'Reilly, Roman Catholic bishop of Clogher

twenty-three years, died A.D. 1801. The following O'Reillys

have been in the see of Armagh :—Hugh O'Reilly, Koman Catholic

archbishop of Armagh twenty-eight years, died A.D. 1C5.J

;

Edmond O'Reilly, vicar-general of the diocese of Dublin, after-

wards Roman Catholic archbishop of Armagh lourteen years, died

A.D. 10G9 ; Michael O'Reilly, Roman CatLolic bishop of Derry,

afterwards archbishop of Armagh ten years, died A.D. 1758;

Richard O'Reilly, coadjutor bishop of Kildare, afterwards Roman
Catholic archbishop of Armagh thirty-six years, died A.D. 1818.

2. Blen Chupa, a place now called Blencup, in the parish of

Kilmore, county of Cavan.



160 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A.D. 1369-70-71.

districts, sailed with a large fleet, to avenge the

death of his young friend on the sons of O'Don-

nell ; and Niall Oge, son of Niall Garv, son of

Hugh, son ofDonal Oge (O'Donnell), was slain hy

him in a naval engagement on Fionn Lough, at

the side of the island.

Bryan, son of Hugh Ijuidhe O'Neill, a worthy

heir to the crown of Ireland, in nobility, hospitality,

and feats of arms, died.

Bryan O'Brien, lord of Thomond, gave a very

great overthrow to the English of Munster, and

took Gerald, earl of Desmond, and many of the

Enghsh nobles, prisoners, and slaughtered an

immense number of their people besides. The

people of Thomond, and the Clan Cuilein, (Mae

Namai-as), burned Limerick on that occasion ; the

people of the town submitted to O'Brien, and

Sioda Cam, (Mac Namara), son of O'DwjTe's

daughter, assumed the wardenship of the town

;

but the Enghsh who were in the town, acted

treacheroiisly towards him and slew him, which was

a great calamity, as regarded the son of a chief.

Philip Mac Guire, lord of Feraianagh, sailed

with a fleet, on Lough Oughter, (county of

Cavan), and having taken the castle of Cloch

Oughter, liberated Philip O'Reilly, lord of Brefney,

who re-assumed his lordship.

Malachy Mac Mahon, heir presumptive to the

lordship of Orgiall, (Monaghan) ; Biyan, son of

Murtagh O'Conor ; John, son of Edmond Mac

Hoberd ; Donogh O'Beirnc, chief of Tir Briune,

(Roscommon) ; Rannall O'Hanley, (of Roscom-

mon) ; Cormac O'Hanley ; also John Mac Egan,

and Gilbert O'Barden, the two most famous

harpers of Conmaicne, (Leitrim), died.

William O'Farrelly, abbot of Drumlane, and

archdeacon of Brefney, (Kilmore), died.

A. D. 1370,

A firm and friendly peace was concluded between

the Tyronians, amongst themselves, on the fol-

lowing conditions : that Donal should give hos-

tages to Niall, as security, in not opposing him

about the lordship, and that Niall should give

Donal a portion of lands and possessions.

Gilpatrick Mac Cathmail, chief of Kinel Ferad-

aidli, (in Tyrone), Cuuladh his son, and his wife,

and the daughter of Manus Mac Mahon, were

treacherously slain by the Clan Hugh Mac Cath-

mail, and Murtogh, his brother, succeeded him in

the chieftainship.

Caheer O'Conor, heir presumptive to the lord-

ship of Offaley, (King's county), and Murtogh

O'Moore, were killed in a predatory excursion by

the English of Leinster.

Ducola, the daughter of O'Reilly, and wife of

Philip Mac Guire, died.

Manus O'Reilly, (chief of Cavan), was taken

prisoner by the sons of Thomas, the son of Mahon
O'Reilly, and was imprisoned in the castle of

Lough Oughter.

Cathal, son of Dabug O'Concanon, lord of

Hy Dermada, (in Roscommon) ; Siobhan (Jud-

ith) Cham, daughter of Mac Carthy, and wife of

Mac Namara, (in Clare) ; Sioda of Kilkenny, the

son of John Mac Namara ; John O'Hara, heir to

the lordship of Lieney ; and Dermod, the son of

Cathal Oge O'Conor, died

Niall O'Neill, lord of Tyrone, defeated Bryan

Mac Mahon, lord of Orgiall, (Monaghan), and

great numbers of Mac Mahon's people were slain

and drowned.

Donal, son of Malachy ; and Teige, son of

Loghlin O'Kelly, (of Galway), with his two sons,

died.

Malachy Conactach O'Ferrall, and Cathal Oge

O'Ferrall, died.

Teige O'Rourke assumed the lordship of Bref-

ney, but he was expelled therefrom, and driven

into the country of Mac WiUiam, (Burke), by the

Clan Murtogh, (O'Conors) ; and by Mac Tiar-

nan, aided by Conor Roe, son of Cathal, the son

of Hugh Brefnagh, (O'Conor).

William Don, the son of Uhck, (Burke), died.

A.D. 1371.

John O'Grady, archbishop of Tuam, the most

distinguished man in his time for wisdom and

hospitality, died.

Fergal Mac Coghlan, (of the King's county),

died while imprisoned by O'Kennedy.

Fergal Mac Geoghegan, (of Westmeath), died.

Murrogh, son of Owen O'Madden, the most
distinguished man in Ireland for his contributions

to the clergy, the poor, and the destitute, was

slain by the cast of a javelin, in the rere of a prey-

ing party, in Onnond.
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Biyan O'Kennedy, lord of Ormond, was trea-

cherously slain by the English.

Edmond O'Kennedy, heir to the lordship of

Ormond, died.

Teige Oge, sonofManus O'Conor, was treache-

rously slain by Donal, son of Miu'togh O'Conor, in

the castle of Sligo, after he had been sent to him

by the king of Connaught, Roderick, the son of

Torlogh, as before stated.

Eachmarcach, son of Manus, son of Roderick,

son of Manus, son of Don More Maguire, a great

landed proprietor who lived at Lough Erne, died.

O'Dowd, (Donal) committed great depredations

in Tireragh of the Moy (in Sligo), plundered the

country, took the castles, namely, those of Ardna-

ree and Castle Conor, and expelled all the English

who possessed them, and then divided the countiy

among his kinsmen and people.

A. D. 1372.

Biyan More Mac Mahon, lord of Orgiall, (JNlo-

naghan), marched with his forces against the

English, to give them battle, but was treacherously

slain in ambush by one of the galloglasses of his

own party, who then made his escape by flight.

John More O'Dugan', chief bard and historio-

grapher of Hy Maine, died after the victoiy of

extreme unction and repentance at Rinn Duin,

among the monks of St. -John the Baptist.

Murtogh Muinach, son of Murtogh More Mac
Geoghegan, chief of Kincl Fiacha, died, after

gaining the victory of repentance.

Bermingham (of Galway), was taken prisoner by

O' Kelly and his sons, and Richard Bermingham,

his heir, was slain.

Mj'lerMacHoberd (Burke) was slainby O'Conor.

William Mac Ulick (Burke), the most humor-

ous and affable of the Burkes, and William Oge
O'KeUy, heir to the lordship of Hy Maine, died.

A.D. 1373.

William Mac Cormaic, bishop ofArdagh, a man
distinguished for his wisdom and piety, died.

A.D. 1372.

2. John More O^Dngan, chief bard and historian to the

O'Kellys, princes of Hy Maine, in Galway and Roscommon, of

whom an account has been given in the introduction to the present

publication, was the celebrated author of the Topography of ancient

Ireland, which is embodied in the course of these notes, together

Adam O'Keenan, a canon and learned historian,

died at Lisgoole (in Fermanagh).

The English of Meath attacked Annaly, and

slew Roderick, the son of Cathal O'FeiTall, and

his son, with many of his people, on that occasion.

Donogh O'Ferrall, with all his forces, pursued and

slew a great many of them ; the commander ofthe

English was slain by the cast of a javelin, in con-

sequence of which his forces were defeated.

William D'Alton, and the sheriff of Meath were

slain by the Kinel Fiacha (Mac Geoghegans of

Westmeath), and by O'Melaghlin.

Mac Anphearsuin Bermingham was slain by

Torlogh Roe O'Conor with a single stroke of a

sword, in Conmaicne of Dunmore (in the county

of Galway), after they (the Berminghams), had

acted treacherously towards him, while on his way

from Conmaicne Cuile (in Mayo), after which he

made his escape from his enemies by the strength

of his arm, although he had been wounded ; An-

drew Mac Kenny was slain afterwards by them (the

Berminghams), he havingbeen left as a hostage with

them by Torlogh, for the purpose that they should

obtain their choice ransom in lieu of him, at the

time they had deceived him on a former occasion.

Barduv, daughter of O'Rourke, and wife ofDo-

nal Mac Tiarnan (of the county of Cavan), died.

John Mac Namara, head chief of Clan Cuilein

(in Clare), and Teige Oge O'Durnin, died.

Sabina, daughter of Cathal O'Conor, and wife of

Flaherty O'Rourke (of Leitrim), died.

Raiuiall, son of Cormac Mac Rannall, was trea-

cherously slain by the son of Mac Naiscin.

Malachy Conachtach O'Neil died.

Master Niocol Mac Techedain, official of Cloyne,

died.

Bryan Oge, son of Bryan O'Dowd (of Shgo),

was slain by the Barretts.

A.D. 1374.

Senicin Savadge was slain by Mac Gennis (of

the county of Down).

Donal Oge, son of John O'Dogherty (of Done-

gal), died.

with numerous extracts literally translated from his beautiful

topographical poem on the Irish chiefs and clans. At Rinndune

or Randown, now called St. John's, was situated an ancient abbey

and castle, on a peninsula extending into the Shannon m Roscom-

mon.
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Peregrine Oge Mac Geoghegan, chief of Kind
Fiacha, having gone to Athlone in company with

the bishop of Meath, was treacherously slain there

with one thrust of a spear by the Sionach (Fox),

who was one of William D'Alton's party ; but he

himself was immediately after torn asunder, and

small fragments were made of his body, as a retri-

bution for his misdeeds.

Theobald Burke, heir to Mac William, was slain

by the people of Hy Maine.

Niall O'Neill defeated the English in an engage-

ment, in which the Knight Roche, with Bocksa of

the Rock (Carrickfergus), Sandal Burke, W^il-

liam of Ballydolet, the most hospitable man in Ire-

land, and many others, not recorded, were slain.

Teige, son of Roderick, son of Cathal Roe

O'Conor, the worthy heir of O'Conor, died.

Malachy, son of Dermod O'Ferrall, having

marched from Annaly with his forces to join Muin-

tir Maolmordha (the O'Reillys of Cavan), against

the English, a fierce and desperate battle was

fought between them and the English, in which,

however, he (O'Ferrall) and many others were slain.

Teige Oge Mac Rannall was wounded by the

cast of a javeUn, of which he died, but it was not

ascertained who had thrown it; the Muintir Beirne

(of Roscommon), accused the Clan Murtogh

(O'Conors) of the deed, and the Clan Murtogh in

turn accused the O'Beirnes, for a strife existed be-

tween them at that time ; but a contest, however,

arose in consequence of it between the Mac Ran-

nalls and O'Beirnes.

Cormac, son of Tomaltach O'Ferrall, was slain.

Fergal, son of Flaherty O'Rourke, was slain by
Philip.

Tiarnan, son of Bryan Mac Tiaman, died.

Malachy Roe O'Duigenan, a learned historian,

and Mahon Anchinn, sonofDonal, son ofMurtogh

O'Rourke, fell by each other's hands.

A.D. 1375.

Donogh Cavanagh Mac Mun-ogh, king of Lein-

ster, was treacherously slain by the English, he

having often, before that, spread destruction among
them.

A.D. 1375.
1. Sir James here mentioned, of Bally-Atha-TIiid, or Alabid,

was probably one of tlie Talbota of Malabide, and as he is desig-

Mahon, son of Manus O'Conoi-, died, after hav-

ing gained the palm of hospitality and generosity.

The castle of Roscommon was given to Rode-

rick O'Conor by Torlogh Roe, in exchange for

Ballintobber, and other property.

Mac Arten, chief of Kinel Fogarty (county of

Down), was treacherously slain by his own kins-

man, the son of Gille Trenoinn Mac Arten.

Niall O'Neill gave the English of Down a signal

overthrow, in which Sir James of Bally Atha Thid,

or Alahid, the king of England's viceroy,' Burke

of Camlinn, and many others who are not recorded,

were slain.

Cu-uladh Mac Mahon, Tanist of Orgiall (Mo-

naghan), died from the bleeding of a vein.

Ai't, son of Maguire (of Fermanagh), a man fuU

of hospitality and generosity, died.

Dermod Mac Rannall went on an expedition to

attack Cormac O'Beu'ue ; and Donogh, son of Co-

nor of the Cup, was slain on that occasion, together

with many others, and they also took much booty.

Malachy O'Donnellan, the chosen professor of

poetry in Siol Murray (Roscommon), and also chief

professor of Arts in Ireland, died of an ulcer.

Cairbre and Owen, the sons of Mac Tiarnan (of

Cavan), marched with all their forces to attack the

English ; but one of their own men, having acted

treacherously, betrayed them for a bribe to the

EngHsh, who surrounded them, and took twenty-

five of the Mac Tiarnans, and of the chiefs of their

people, whom they beheaded in one place.

Geoffrey, son of Giolla-na-neev O'Ferrall, a wor-

thy heir to the lordship of Annaly, for hospitality,

feats of arms, personal figure, and affable manners,

ched after the victory of extreme unction and

repentance.

Sir Edmond Albanach, the son of WiUiam
Burke, died, after the victoiy of repentance, and

Thomas, liis son, succeeded him in the lordship.

Osgar, son of Art Mac Guire (of Fermanagh),

was slain by the sons of Donogh Mac Guire.

Donogh, son of Teige, son of Conor of the Cup
(Mac Rannall), was slain by Muintir Beirne.

Thomas Bermingham, lord ofAthenry, and John

Mac Loghlin, head chief of his own tribe, died.

nated the King of England's viceroy, he might have been a deputy

under Sir William de Windsor, who was at that time lord lieute-

nant of Ireland.
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Cathal Oge, son of Cathal Oge, son of Cathal

More, son of Donal O' Conor, was slain by the

people of Clan Rickard, and Loghlin, son of Do-

nogh O'Dowd, was taken prisoner on the same

occasion.

Brian O'Brien, lord of Thomond, was expelled

from his country by Torlogh, son of Murtogh

O'Brien, and by the Clan Rickard.

A war broke out between Roderick O'Conor,

king of Connaught, and Malachy O'Kelly, lord of

Hy Maine, but at length O'Conor gained power

over Hy Maine.

Cathal, son of Manus Mac Dermott, died.

A.D. 1376.

Teige O'Rourke, lord of Brefney, a man full of

hospitaUty, generosity, excellence, and renown, the

bear of the Brefnians, and the lion of the north of

Ireland, died, and Tiarnan, his son, then assumed

the lordship of Brefney.

Hugh O'Tuathail, lord of Imaile (county of

Wicklow), was slain by the English.

Dalvach, son of Malachy O'Byrne, the most dis-

tinguished man in Leinster for hospitality and ge-

nerosity, was wounded by his own spur, of which

wound he died.

Hugh, son of John O'Fen-all, died, a man who,

from Ijoyhood to that time, was an inexhaustible

fountain in hospitahty and liberality to the clergy

of Ireland in general.

Bebinn, daughter of Donal O'Dunn, and wife of

O'Dempsey (of the Queen's county), died.

Robert O'Ferrall died, after gaining the victory

of repentance.

Cuaifne O'Conor Faily, a most worthy heir to

the lordship of OfFaley (King's county), died.

Conor O'Beehan, a learned historian ; Ceallach

Mac Curtin, chief historian of Thomond ; John

O'Roonej', chief poet to Magennis (county of

Down) ; Malachy O'Maolmhena, cliief professor

to O'Kane, (of Derry) ; Donogh Mac Firbis (of

Sligo), a good historian ; and Ruarcan O'Hamill,

chief poet to O'Hanlon (of Armagh), a man who
kept a house of general hospitahty, and refused

none, died.

Cumoighe O'Kane, lord of Oireacht O'Kane (of

Derry), was taken prisoner by the English at the

port of Colerain, and sent prisoner in fetters to

Carrickfergus.

The English of Meath, Ulster, and Leinster,

marched with their combined forces to Annaly, and
treacherously committed depredations in the coun-

try ; O'Ferrall then collected all his forces, attacked

by turns the English of Ulster, Leinster, &c.

burned their fami-houses and towns, plundered

their ten-itories, and returned home victoriously,

with great booty.

A.D. 13T7.

O'Kelly, bishop of Clonfert Brenain ; John

O'Rodachain, the coarb of St. Caillin (abbot of Fe-

nagh) an eminent scholar ; and the great dean Mac
Maurice, died ; the dean died at Rome.

The monasteiy of Easroe (Ballyshannon) was

biuned.

Walter, son of Sir David Burke ; Donal, son of

Fergal Mac Anmanaigh O'Gallagher (of Donegal),

Geoffrey O'Flanagan, chief of Clan Cathail, (in

Roscommon) ; Donogh, son of William Alain

O'CarroU, lord of Ely ; Dermod Bacach Mac
Brenan, chief of Corcachlan, (in Roscommon)

;

Fachtna, son of David O'Moore (of the Queen's

county) ; and Brj'an O'Flaherty (of Galway), died.

Rickard Burke marched with a force into Clan

Cuilein (in Clare), and the people of Clan Cuilein,

ha^dng collected their forces, headed by i\Iac Na-
mara, the son of O'Daly's daughter, attacked and

defeated the Clan Rickard in an engagement, in

which Theobald, son of Ulick (Burke), the leader

of the kerns, with the three sons of O'Nedin, and

many of the chiefs of Clan Rickard, were slain.

Roderick O'Conor defeated at Roscommon Mac
William Biu-ke, and Malachy O'Kelly, lord ofHy
Maine, in an engagement in which Richard Burke,

brother ofMac AViUiam; Donal, son of Cathal Oge

O'Conor; Teige Oge, son of Teige O'Kelly;

O'Mannin, chiefofSodain ; and Mac Dugal of the

galloglasses, with many others who are not re-

corded, were slain.

The castle of Lios-Aird-Abla (Lisard, in Long-

ford), was erected by John O'FeiTall, lord of

Annaly.

A contention arose between Mac Dermott and

Roderick O'Conor, from which resulted the spoli-

ation of Moylurg, and the bmning of its crops and

dwellings ; a great many were slain on both sides

;

but they at length made peace, and Mac Dermott
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received presents for making that peace, and com-

pensation for the injuries he had sustained from

Roderick O'Conor.

Mahon, son of John Mac Namara (of Clare),

died.

Richard II.' assumed the sovereignty of England

on the 21st of June.

Geoffrey, son of Annadh O'Reilly (of Cavan)

was slain bv the sons of Caoch O'Reilly.

A. D. 1378.

Carbre O'Ferrall, bishop of Ardagh, the reten-

tive bond of piety, the protecting link of wisdom,

a vessel ofdivine love and humanity, died at Rome,

after gaining the victory over the world and the

devil.

More, daughter of O'Ferrall, and wife of Der-

mod Mac Rannall, died, and was buried with great

solemnity at Cluan Conmaicne'.

Walter Mac William Burke was slain by the

O'Malleys (of Mayo).

Fergal Mac Rannall was slain by Con, son of

Murtogh Mac Rannall,

Gilcreest O'Rourke, son of the lord of Brefney,

died.

Torlogh Mac Sweeny, high constable of Con-

naught, died.

Teige, son of Loghlin Mac Namara, chief of

Clan Cuilein, was slain by the son of O'Daly's

daughter.

Donal j\Iac Brady, chief of Cuile Brighdin, and

of Teallach CaiToll (in the county of Cavan), a

man of general knowledge ; John O'Felan (ofWa-
terford), an eminent poet ; and Duvcola, daughter

of Mac Rannall, and wife of O'AIulvey, died.

Mac Rannall, with his kinsmen and party, the

two clans of Hugh and Fergal O'Rourke, made an

attack on Cathal Roe Mac Rannall ; but Cathal

having collected his kinsmen and connexions, to-

A. I). 1377.

1. Richard II. King Edward III. died on the 21st of June,

A. D. 1377, and was succeeded by his t;randson, Richard II., son

of Edward the Black Prince, then only in the eleventh year of his

as;e, his uncles, John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster, Edniond, duke

of York, and'l'liomas, duke of Gloucester, being appointed regents

of the kingdom during his minority.

A.D. 1378.

1. Cluan Conmaicne, now Cloon, in the parish of Cloon, barony

gether with Dermod Mac Dermott, to oppose

them, they defeated Mac Rannall ; and Fergal

Mac Rannall, a worthy, prosperous, and wealthy

man; Mac Shanly, Mac Gildufl', and many others

not recorded, were slain in that conflict.

Gilcreest O'Sgingin, chief historian of Tircon-

nell, died of an ulcer.

Bryan Mac Guire, heir to the lordship of Fer-

managh, was slain by the sons of Art Mac Guire.

Fergal O'Mulvey, chief of Muinter Carolan (in

Leitrim), died.

Teige Mac Egan, chief Brehon (judge) of North

Connaught, a man of learning, free from pride and

arrogance, who kept a house of general hospitality,

died.

A.D. 1379.

Faltach, bishop of Meath,' died in England.

James O'Conolly, prior of Devenish (in Ferma-

nagh), died.

Flaherty O'Mongan, erenach of Rossorry (in

Fermanagh), died.

Philip, son of Niocol, that is. The D'Alton, lord

of AVestmeath, died.

Ferbisigh Mac Firbis (of Sligo), a learned his-

torian, died.

David O'Dunn, chief of HyRiagain (in Queen's

county), was slain by the son of CaiToU O'Dunn.

Richard Mac Cathmaill (of Tyrone), was slain

by Philip Mac Guire, lord of Fermanagh, and

Donal O'Neill.

O'Neill, that is Niall More, defeated Mac Guire

at the battle of Dreche^, in which Teige Mac
Guire, with the two sons of Mac Manus ; Torlogh,

son of Donogh Maguire ; Bryan, the son of Ma-
grath, and Murtogh Mac Miolchon, were slain.

Mac Anchaoich O'Reilly (of Cavan) was slain

by the son of Annadh O'Reilly.

Cumara Gearr Mac Namara was treacherously

slain by his own kinsmen.

of Mohill, county of Leitrim, in Muintir Eolnis, or Mac Rannall's

Country, where there was a celebrated abbey founded by St. Fraech
in the sixth century.

A.D 1379.

1. The hkhnp of Meath here mentioned under the name of

Faltach, was Stephen de Vale, Wale, or Wall.

2. The buttle of Dreche, now probably Draha, near Newtown-
butler, county of Fermanagh.
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Cuchonnacht, son of Philip Mac Giiire, a worthy

heir to the lordship of Fermanagh, for hospitahty

and nobleness, was slain by the Clan Donnell of

Clankelly.

Maolmora Oge, son of Maolmora Roe O'Conor,

of Oftaley, was slain by the English.

Fionguala, daughter of 0"Kelly, and wife of

Mae William Burke (of Galway), died.

Richard O'Dugan, a worthy successor to the

professorship of Hy Maine, died.

William, son of the Giolla Caoch Mac Carroll,

the most delightful minstrel of the Irish, died.

A. D. 1380.

The abbot, Mac Dermott Roe, of Trinity Island,

on Lough Key (in Roscommon), and Donal O'Lea-

nan, prior of Lisgoole (in Fermanagh), died.

John, son of Conor, son of Hugh, son of Donal

Oge (O'Donnell), lord of Tirconnell, and of the

adjoining districts, and heir presumptive to the

crown of all Ulster, and his son, Malachy Duv,

were slain at the monastery of Easroe (Ballyshan-

non), by Torlogh, son of Niall O'Donnell, aided

by the sons of Cathal Oge O'Conor, and by the

Muintir Duirnin, in a nocturnal attack on his

camp.

Mac W^iDiam Burke gave Mac William Oughter

(Richard Oge) a great overthrow in the town of

Ath Leathan (in Mayo), in which Mac Jordan

Dexeter, lord of Ath Leathan, and John Dexeter,

were slain.

Teige, the son of Murtogh O'Brien (of Tho-

mond), was slain by Bryan Sramach O'Brien.

Roderick, son of Cathal, son of Hugh Bref-

nach O'Conor, made an attack on the O'Rom-kes,

but was slain by Manus O'Rourke.

Art Mac Gennis (of the county of Down), gave

the English and the people of Oirior (in Armagh),

a signal and awful overthrow, in which O'Hanlon,

lord of Oirior, and a great many of the English

were slain.

The Mortimer' came to Ireland with sovereign

power, as lord cliief justice, and the Irish nobility.

A.D. 1380.

1. The Mortimer here mentioned was Edmond Mortimer, earl

of March and Ulster, wlio was married to Pliilipa, daughter of

Lionel, duke of Clarence, one of the sons of king lidward III.;

hence his son, Roger Mortuner, earl of March and Ulster, became

with the heirs presumptive to the throne of Ire-

land, waited on him, namely, Niall O'Neill (of Ty-
rone), O'Hanlon (of xVrmagh),0'Ferrall (of Long-

ford), O'Reilly (of Cavan), O'Mulloy (of the King's

county), Mac Geoghegan and the Sionach (Fox of

Westmeath), with other chiefs.

Art Mac Gennis, lord of Iveagh, in Ulidia (county

of Down), was treacherously taken prisoner, at

the residence of Mortimer, in consequence of which

the Irish, and many of the English themselves,

became afraid to place any confidence in him, or

trust themselves to his power.

Art, son of Gerald Cavenagh (of Leinster), was

slain by the English.

Torlogh O'Donnell gained a great victory over

Conor Oge, son of John, son of Conor, son of

Hugh, son of Donal Oge (O'Donnell), and over

O'Dogherty and the Mac Sweeneys, in which en-

gagement many of their chiefs were slain ; two

brothers ofthe Mac Sweeneys were taken prisoners,

namely, John and Murrogh, and he took much
property from them in horses, arms and armour.

Art, son of Gerald, son of Thomas Fionn (the

foir), ofthe Mac Murroghs, was slain by Mac Mm--
rogli, king of Leinster.

The Clan Murtogh (O'Conors of Sligo), and

Philip O'Reilly (of Cavan), marched with a force

into Brefney O'Rourke, and slew Thomas Mac
Dorchy, but O'Rourke overtook them and drove

tiiem forcibly out of the country, after they had lost

some of their men and horses.

Cian, son of Roderick O'Carroll, an illustrious

heir to the loi'dship of Ely (in Ormond), was slain

by Hugh, son of Murtogh O'Mulloy, with the cast

of a javelin.

Mortimer marched with an army into Ulster,

where he destroyed many fortresses and towns on

his expedition, together with the churches and

country, including Urney," Donoghmore, Ai'a-

gail, Clogher, &c.

Cormac Oge Mac Carthy (of Cork) ; Henry,

son of Donal O'Ferrall ; Hugh, son of Mui-togh

Muinach Mac Geoghegan (in Westmeath), and

Donal, son of David Mac Geoghegan, died.

heir presumptive to tlie throne of England. Edmond Mortimer
died at Cork, A.D. Ui«l.

2. Urney, in the parish of Urney, near Strabane ; Donaghmore,
a church in the parish of Donaghmore, near Dungannon ; Airegal,

now Errigal Kerougue, in the barony of Clogher; and Clogher

church, all in the county of Tyrone.
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Donal, son of Bryan O'Dowd, lord of Tireragh

and Tyi-awley (inSligo and Mayo), a man who de-

fended his territory against the English and Irish

who opposed him, died in his own town on the

3rd of May, and was succeeded by his son Roderick.

A. D. 1381.

William, son of Donogh Muinach O'Kelly,

lord of Hy Maine, the most distinguished man of

his race for high character, excellence and renown,

a man who gave a general invitation of hospitable

entertainment to the clergy and learned of Ireland,

and made presents to them all according to their

wants, died at a venerable old age, after gaining

the victoiy of repentance, and was succeeded by

his son Malachy.

Teige Roe Mac Dermott Gall, who had the

chief power over Airtheach, was slain by the Clan

Costello.

Dermod Mac Carthy, heir to the lordship of

Desmond, was slain by O'Mahony.

Kennedy Mac-I-Brien ofCoonagh(in Ormond),

was slain by the English.

The sons of Felim O'Conor were expelled by

Roderick O'Conor, and dispossessed of Ballintob-

ber (in Roscommon). Cathal, son of Roderick

O'Conor, was valiantly and victoriously taken pri-

soner soon after by Bryan Ballach (O'Conor), at

Beol-an-Tachair(in Roscommon), as were also some

other chiefs, together with Bryan O'Beirne and

Loghlin O'Hanley, who were returning from Con-

maicne of Dunmore (in Galway) ; Bryan kept

them in confinement until he obtained his own

tenns from O'Conor, and they then concluded a

jjeace.

The castle of Athlone was taken by the earl

Mortimer, and the son of Ricard Fox was slain

there.

The castle of Athleathan (in Mayo), was de-

molished by the Mac Donoghs, who carried away

its portal-gates to Ballymote.

O'Dunn was slain by the people of FercaU (in

the King's covmty), while plundering them.

Niall O'Neill marched with his forces into Or-

giall (Monaghan), where they committed great

depredations, but the Orgiallians pursued them,

attacked the rear of O'Neill's party, and recovered

a part oftheir prey ; Donogh, son of Manus Mac
Mahon, was slain in that engagement.

Sir Edmond Mortimer, lord of the English of

Ireland, died.

Duvcola, daughter of Hugh Mac Dermott, and

wife of Cathal Roe Mac Rannall ; Lasarina, daugh-

ter ofTorlogh O'Conor, and wife of Mac Rannall

;

Fionguala, daughter of Conmaighe O'Kane, and

wife of Torlogh Mac Sweeney ; Sabina, daughter

of Ulick Biu'ke, and wife of O'Conor ; Duvcola,

daughter of O'Conor Failey, and wife of Donal,

son of Theobald O'Mulloy ; and Lasarina, daugh-

ter of Fergal O'Duigenan, and wife ofO'Mithigen

of Bealach, died.

Owen Fox, Tanist of Muintir Tadhgain (in

Westmeath), was slain by the D'Altons.

Hugh, son of Murtogh Muinach ]\Iac Geoghe-

gan (in Westmeath), was slain by Myler, the son

of Theobald O'Mulloy, by the thiiist ofa spear.

Dungallach O'Madden (of Galway), was slain

in a conflict with the Clan Rickard.

Raghnailt, daughter of Mac Brady, and wife of

Mac Dorchy (of Leitrim),died.

Owen O'Quinn, chief of Munitir Giollgain (in

Longford), died.

Donal O'Murchadha (O'Murphy), lord of Hy
Felimidh, was slain by the people of Hy Kinsel-

lagh (in Wexford).

Philip, the grandson of Philip O'Kennedy, lord

of Ormond, and Aine, the daughter of Mac Na-

mara, his wife, died.

A. D. 1382.

Thomas O'Carmacain, bishop ofThomond (Kil-

laloe), and Matthew Mac Murray, prior of Kilmore

(in Roscommon), died.

Dermod O'Donnell, son of Owen, son of Hugh,

son of Donal Oge, heir to the lordship of Tircon-

nell, died.

Laurence Tuite (of Longford) was slain by the

sons of John O'Ferrall, namely, Murrogh, Cormac

and Donal.

Fergal Roe, son of Donagh, son of Murtogh

More Mac Geoghegan, chief of Kinel Fiacha, was

treacherously slain by the people of Fercall, at

Kilmona, eastward of Rath Hugh Mac Brie (Rath

Hugh, in Westmeath). Fergal O'Mulloy and the

son ofTheobald were the persons who attacked

him, and Myler Maintin was he who struck him.

Some of the chiefs of Connaught were taken

prisoners by Roderick O'Conor in his own terri-
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tory, namely, O'Hanley, O'Beime, and Mac Kear-

ney, in consequenc'e of his having received inteUi-

gence that they were about joining the sons of

FeHm (O'Conor) against him.

Roderick, the son of John O'Ferrall, died.

The Clan Mam-ice (of Mayo) having made an

attack on Corcomogha,' and plundered the inha-

bitants, O'Concanan went in pursuit of the prey

and was slain ; Conor Oge Mac Dermott, with his

kinsmen, after that attacked the Clan Maurice,

and on his march for that purpose, the Clan Mau-
rice with their forces prepared themselves to meet

him ; but in spite of them he proceeded onwards,

burned both dwellings and corn, and slew many
people about the place, and then Conor and his

party returned victorious by their valour, without

any of them having sustained an injuiy.

MuiTogh O'Brien marched with a force into

Desmond, which he completely plundered.

Donal, son of Mahon Donn O'Kennedy (of Oi-

mond), and Edmond Oge, son of Edmond Butler,

died.

Murtogh, son of Mahon Maonmoy O'Brien,

died in imprisonment at Trim (in Meath)

.

Donal O'Brien ; Torlogh, son of Dermod
O'Brien, and Biyan, son of Dei-mod O'Brien, of

the Clan of Biyan Roe, died.

Gillabride O'Sgingin, the intended chief profes-

sor of Tirconnell, died.

Murtogh Oge, son of Mac Manus of Tir Tua-

thail (in Roscommon), died.

A.D. 1383.

The abbot, Mac David of Boyle, a man distin-

guished for charity and humanity, died.

Teige Mac Donogh, son of Tomaltach, son of

Maurice, son of Donogh, from whom the Clan

Donogh (or Mac Donoghs of Sligo) derived their

name, lord of Tu-errill, a man full of hospitaUty

and generosity, died on Good Friday.

Niall O'Neill, with his sons and the chiefs of

Tyrone, marched with a great force into Trian

Congail to attack the English, and they com-

pletely plundered and burned many of their towns
;

A.D. 1382.

1. CoTComodhn, a district in the tiarony of Killian, county of

Galway, comprising the parish of Kilkerrin, on the borders of

Mayo.

the English of the district collected together to op-

pose them, and Hugh O'Neill, and Raibilin Sa-

vadge ha^^ng encountered each other in a charge

of their cavalry, they pierced each other's bodies

with two violent thrusts of their spears ; Raibi-

lin retiuned to his house desperately woimded,

where he was again attacked, and killed, by the son

of John Bisett, and Hugh O'Neill died on the tWrd
day from the effects of his wounds, and the son of

John Bisett was slain by Raibilin's people three

days after Raibilin himself was killed.

Murtogh O'Flanagan, chief of Tura (in Ferma-

nagh), and Cormac, son of Art Mac Guire, died.

John Mac Gaffrey and Manus Mac David were

slain on the same day.

Art, son of Thomas Fion, of the family of the

Mac Murroghs, heir jjresumptive to the crown of

Leinster, was slain by the English of the coimty

of Lough Garnian (Wextbrd).

An awfiJ and very fatal plague raged through-

out Ireland.

Ai-t Mac Gennis, lord of Iveagh, in Ulidia

(county of Down), the most distinguished prop of

hospitality in Ireland in his time, died of the plague

in the town of Ath Truim (Trim, county of Meath),

M'hei-e he was confined by the English.

MuiTogh-na-Raithnigh O'Brien ; More, daugh-

ter of Murrogh O'Madden, the wife of Rickard

MacWilUam (Burke) ofClan Rickard ; and Judith,

daughter of the earl of Ormond, the wife of Teige

O'CarroU, lord of Eh', died of the plague.

MiuTOgh, son of Bryan O'Kennedy (of Or-

mond) ; Donogh-an-Chuil j\Iac ]\Iahon, lord of

Corcobaiscind (in the county of Clare) ; Owen, son

ofDonogh, son of Roderick O'Kelly ; andLondres,

of the town of Athboy, died.

Fonntach of Tigh Mvma,' and the daughter of

O'Brien, the wife of O'Kennedy, died.

Honora, daughter of William Burke, the wife of

O'Magher; Mac Gillpatrick, lord of Ossoiy, and

Mac Kelly Mac Gillpatrick, tanist of Ossorj', all

died of the same plague.

Dermod O'Dempsey, lord of Clan Malire (in

Queen's county), was slain by the English.

Donogh O'Conor, lord of Kerry Luachra (in

A.D. 1383.

1 . Tigh Muna, now Timoney, near Roscrea, in the county of

Tipperary.
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county of Kerry), and Malachy Mac Gauran, ta-

nist of Tullaghaw (in Cavan), died.

John, son of Donal O'Fen-all, lord of Annaly,

died at Lisard, and was buried in the monastery of

Leath-Ratha.'^

Cathan, son of Roderick O'Kane (of Derry) ;

John Gallda, son of the earl ; William Barrett

;

and Roderick, son of Hugh Oge O'Mulloy, lord

of Fercall (in King's county), died.

Roderick, son of Art Mac Guire, was slain by

Donogh Mac Guire.

Dermod Mac Dermott, tanist of Moylurg (in

Roscommon), died.

Fergal, son of Thomas Mac Tiernan, chief of

Tullyhunco (in Cavan), died.

Murrogh, son of Caliir O'Conor Faily (King's

county), died.

Milig Mac Costello was slain by the Clan of

Fiachra O'Flynn (of Roscommon).

lomar O'Hanley, heir to the chieftaincy of Ki-

nd Dovha (in Roscommon), was slain by his own

kindred.

Cathal, son of Geoffi-ey O'Ferral, died.

Dermod Mac Rannall, chiefof MuintirEoluis (in

Leitrim), committed a depredation on O'Rourke.

A. D. 1384.

John Mac Gillcoisgle, master, erenach, and par-

son of Airigh Brosga,' died.

Roderick, son of Torlogh O'Conor, king of

Connaught, died of the same plague on the eve of

St. Catherine's festival, having reigned king of

Connaught sixteen years and three months, as the

poet Maoilin O'Maolconry has recorded in his

poem of Reim Riograidhe (or Catalogue of Kings) :

" For three months and sixteen years,

The royal Roderick held the rule,

At Croghan, in honour, free from contest,

The son of Torlogh fierce in conflicts."

Ailer that two lords were elected in Connaught,

viz. i Torlogh Oge, son of Hugh, son of Torlogh,

was appointed to the government by O'Kelly, Clan

Rickard, Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor, and

2. Leath Hatha, now Lerlia, or Laragh, in the parish of Ab-
beylaragh, in the barony of Granard, county of Longford, where
there was an ancient abbey.

A.D. 1384.

1. Airigh Brosga, now Derrybrusk, a parish in the barony of

also by the Mac Donoghs ; and Torlogh Roe, son

of Hugh, son of Felim, son of Hugh, son of Owen,

was appointed to the government in like manner,

by Mac Dermott, the Clan of Murtogh Muinach

(O'Conors), and by the chiefs of Siol Murray (Ros-

common) besides ; in consequence of which a war

broke out all over Connaught, by which the peo-

ple were much disturbed.

Dermod Mac Rannall Duv, son of Malachy, the

worthy, hospitable, and generous chief of Muintir

Eoluis, ^vas treacherously slain by the clan of Ran-

nall Mac Rannall, in the hall of the house of Rich-

ard Mac Rannall.

Murtogh O'Conor, lord of Offaley,died at an ad-

vanced age.

TomaltachMac Dorchy, chiefof Kinel Duachain

(in Leitrim), was kiUed accidentally with a wound

by his own knife.

A meeting was held between the parties of

O'Flaherty and O'Malley, at which a dispute

arose, and Owen O'Malley, Cormac Cruin O'Mal-

ley, and many others, were slain on the occasion.

Carrickfergus was burned by Niall O'Neill, who
gained great power over the English.

Cuchonacht O'Ferrall, son of Hugh, lord of

Moy Treagha (in Longford), and Geoffi-ey O'Fer-

rall, died.

William, son of sirEdmond Burke, and Rickard,

son of Maduc, son of Tomin Ban-ett, a general

benefactor to the clergy, died.

Uigh O'Duigenan, chief historian of Conmaicne

(Leitrim), died.

Ualgarg O'Rourke, a worthy heir to the lord-

ship of Brefney, was drowned in Lough Gawnagh
(in Longford).

Philip O'Reilly, lord of Muintir Maolmora (in

Cavan), died.

Myler, son of sir William Burke, was killed by

a fall ; John and David, the two other sons of sir

William Burke, died of the plague.

Manus, son of Malachy O'Ferrall, Tomaltach,

son of Cairbre O'Ferrall, and Fergal, son of Cathal

O'Ferrall, died.

Donal Mac Murtogh (O'Conor), with his chief.

Tyrkennedy, county of Fermanagh, near Lough Erne, where a

Dominican monastery was founded by Mac Manus, lord of the ter-

ritory, of which there are still some remains, near the village

of Golla.
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clans marched a force into Moylurg, and burned

the fortress of Mac Dermott.

Donogh O'Dowd died, and was succeeded by his

son Murtogh.

Donal, son of Flaherty O'Rourke, died.

A.D. 1385.

David, son of Edmond Mac Hoberd (Burke),

was taken prisoner by O'Conor, and died in his

confinement at Ballintober.

O'Rourke (of Leitrim) and Mac Donogh (of

Sligo), with their respective chiefs, marched their

forces into Moylurg, where they burned the for-

tress of Mac Dermott, and the country in general

;

the son of John O'Hara was slain in pursuit of

them, and his brother was taken prisoner.

Felim Cleireach O'Conor and Conor Oge Mac
DeiTnott, led their forces into Tirerrill (in Sligo),

but notice of their approach was sent before them,

and an ambush was laid for them ; they, however,

proceeded through the country, slew many people,

and carried off cattle, but the guards of the coun-

try overtook them afterwards, and a battle ensued,

in which Cathal Cairbreach Mac Donogh was slain,

Conor Mac Dermott was taken prisoner, and Fe-

Hm O'Conor was wounded.

Murtogh, son of Cathal (O'Conor), Cormac, son

of Roderick (O'Conor), Teige Mac Dermott, and

Cathal Mac Dermott, made an attack upon Mac
Rannall Roe, and on Hugh O'Conor, whom
they took prisoners and conveyed to the Rock of

Lough Key (in Roscommon), where they were im-

prisoned.

Cathal O'Ferrall, a worthy heu- to the lordship

of Annaly,andCumuigheO'Kane, lordof O'Kane's

country (in Derrj'), died much honoured and re-

spected.

O'Conor Roe, with Mac Dermott, the Clan

Murtogh (O'Conors), and the chiefs of Connaught,

marched with a very great force intoHy Maine, and

burned the town ofEdmond O'Kelly ; and Wilham
Buidhe O'Naghtan was slain on that occasion.

The men of Brefney and the people of TirerriD

A.D. 1385.

1. Tochar Cntachnn Brieilc, that is, the bog-pass of Croghan
of Brieile, where this battle was fought, near Croglian Hill, in the

parish of Crogban, barony of PhilipstowD, king's county, on the

borders of Westraeath.

2. Cluan Cairpthe, now Cloonaff, or Clooncraff, a parish in the

barony aud county of KoscomiDon, where a monastery was founded

having joined O'Conor Don, made an incursion

into Corcoachlan (in Roscommon), where they

burned many of their towns and cut down much of

their crops.

Tireragh was burned by Mac William Burke,

after which he proceeded to Sligo, which he also

burned, together with the south of Carbuiy, where

he was opposed, and a battle fought, in which

Maideog Maol, one of the chiefs of his people, was

slain, and hostages were taken from him after-

wards.

Tyrawley (in Mayo) was burned by Donal, son

of Murtogh O'Conor, who slew many people,

seized much booty there, and afterwards took some

of their chiefs as hostages.

Murrogh O'Conor, lord of Ophaley, and the

people of Kinel Fiacha (Mac Geoghegans of West-

meath), defeated the English of Meath at Tochar

Cruachan Bri Eile,' in which Nugent of Meath,

Chambers and his son, with many others of the

English nobility, and an immense number of their

common soldiers, were slain.

Tanaidhe O'lMaolconry, chief historiographer

and bard of Connaught, died at Lamas, in his own
house, after having gained the victory of extreme

unction and repentance, and was interred at Cluan

Coirpthe^ with due honours.

The Conacians having made peace with each

other, Siol Mun-ay (Roscommon), was divided into

two portions between the two O'Conors.^

Art, son of Art More O'Melaghhn ; Dervor-

gail, daughter of Cathal Oge, the wife of O'Conor

Roe ; and Bean Midhe, daughter of Mac Mahon,

the wife of O'Neill, died.

Gillcreest Mac Gilfinen, chief of Pettigo, (in

Fermanagh), died.

The Mac Donoghs committed great depreda-

tions in Cara (in Mayo), but they were, however,

overtaken by the clan of Cathal Oge O'Conor,

aided by the Stantons and many others besides
;

the Mac Donoghs were defeated, many of their

people slain, and they themselves were afterwards

driven into KilcondufF (in Mayo).

by St. Baraeh, in the sixth century. This district was the pos-

session of the O'Maolconrys, hereditary bards and historiogra-

phers of Connaught.

3. The two O'Conors here mentioned were the two great

branches of that family named The O'Conor Don and The O'Conor

Roe, who divided the county of Roscommon between them, as

explained in the note on South Connaught.

Z
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A. D. 1386.

Aine, daup;hter of Teige Mac Donogh, the wife

of Tiariian O'Rourke, lord of Brefney, one of the

most worthy women of Leath Cuinn (north of Ire-

land), died at Tuam Seanchadhaat Lough Fionn-

maighe, and was buried in Sligo.

Carbre, son of Bryan, son of Murrogh O'Fer-

rall, lord of the Port of Annaly, a hospitable, be-

neficent, valiant and protecting man, died after

having gained the victory ofgood fame, veneration,

extreme unction and repentance.

Niall, son of Peregrine Oge Mac Geoghegan, the

intended lord of his sept, was slain by William

D'Alton and his son, and Manus, son of Hugh
Mac Dermott, was also slain by the D'Altons.

Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor, with the Mac
Donoghs, O'Dowd and the O'Haras, marched with

a great force into the country of Mac Waittin

(Barrett of Mayo), which they devastated and

plundered on that expedition, and slew many peo-

ple, together with Robert of Dun Domnain,' Mac
Myler of Corran (in Sligo), and Maigoge Gallda;

and they took Castle Lynod, and cut down the

orchards of Caorthanain and of Inis Cua.

Heremon O'Melaghlin (of Meath), was slain

by Mac Awley and the D'Altons.

O'Conor Roe, with all the Conacians he could

collect to join him, went to aid Mac William

Burke against Donal, son of Murtogh (O'Conor),

and the Mac Donoghs ; they carried otf great preys

from Tireragh of the Moy (in Sligo), after which

they proceeded on a predatory expedition into

Clanrickard ; O'Brien, at the head of a great force,

and Mac William of Clanrickard overtook them ;

O'Conor Roe turned on them and defeated them,

and C(mor, son of Teige, son of Conor O'Brien,

was slain by them in that engagement.

A. D. 1386.

1. Dun Domnninn, an ancient fortress, situated on a hill in the

valley of'Glencastle, parish of Kilcoraraon, haronyof Erris, county

of Mayo. Castle Lijiiod was situated in the harony of Tyrawlcy,

county of Mayo, and the chief residence of the English family of

the Lynotts. Inis Cttfiy now Iniscoe, situate near Lough Con, in

tlie piirish of CrosmoliTia, and harony of Tyrawley. Caertliiiiwn,

now called Castle-hill, a townland on the west side of Lough
Con, in the barony of Tyrawley.

A. D 1387.

1. cm NnUe, now Kinav/ley, a parish partly in the harony of

Knockiiiuny, county Fernianaah, and partly in Tullaghaw, county

of Cavan, so called from St. Nail, or Natalis, who founded a mo-
nastery there in the sixth century.

Many of the English of Ossory fell by Mac
Murrogh, king of Leinster.

Donal Mac Coghlan, lord of Delvin (in King's

county), died.

Fingin,son ofRoderickMacGeoghegan,wasslain.

The Conacians made peace with each other after

their war, and Mac William Burke made his sub-

mission to Mac William of Clanrickard ; Berming-

ham was appointed to a lordship on submission to

him in like manner.

Donogh Mac Cabe (county of Cavan), was slain

by the clan of Manus O'Reilly.

Cathal O'Naghtan (of Roscommon) was slain

by O'Conor Roe.

A. D. 1387.

A house of general entertainment and support

was founded for the learned men of Ireland at

Eamhain Macha (Armagh), by Niall O'Neill, king

of Ulster.

Sabina, daughter of Hugh O'Neill, one of the

most illustrious women of the race of Niall of the

Nine Hostages, in her time, the wife of John Bi-

sett's son, died after the victory of repentance.

Richard Oge Mac William of Clanrickard died.

Geoffrey Fionn O'Daly (of Munster), chief poet

of Ireland, and Roderick O'Cianain, a learned his-

torian, and chief poet of Oriel, died.

Donal, son of Donogh Docair Mac Guire, and

Matthew Mac Conleagh, were slain at Kil Naile'.

Conor, son of Bryan Carach O'Neill, was slain

by the English of Dundalk.

William, son of Dermod Mac Rannall, the in-

tended chief of Muintir Eoluis, was slain by Muin-

tir Beirne.

John, son of Aongus Mac Donnell, lord of the

Hebrides, died.

Dermod Roe O'Duirnin died.

I. Desmond. The territory called Desmond, in Irish Deas
Muinlirin, signifying South Munster, comprised, according to

Smith, in his histories of Cork and Kerry, and other authorities,

the whole of the present county of Cork, and the greater part of

Kerry, together with a portion of Waterford, and also a small

part of the south of Tipperary, hordering on Cork, called the Eoga-
nacht Cashel, thuscNtending from Brandon Mountain, in the harony

of Corcaguiney, county of Kerry, to the river Blackwater, near Lis-

niore, in the county of Waterford ; hut in after times, under the

Fitzgeralds, earls of Desmond, this territory was confined to the

haronies of Hear and Bantry,and some other portions of the south

west of Cork, together with that part of Kerry south of the river

Mang. The north-western part of Kerry, with a large portion of

Limerick, extending to the Shannon, and comprising the present

baronies of Upper and Lower Conello, was called lar Mumhrniy or
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ORMAC Mac Donogh, the

valiant ^van'ior and tanist of

Tirerrill (in Sligo), went by

night to plunder Moylurg,

where he committed great

depredations; O'Conor Roe,

with the sons of Felim ; the

sons of Cathal Oge O'Con-

or ; and the sons of Hugh
Mac Dermott, namely, Ca-

thal and Conor, with their

forces, followed them in pursuit of their property ;

Cormac Mac Donogh took the rear of his own

West Mnnster. In the present article will be given the history

and topograpliy of the territories comprised in the present counties

of Corii and Kerry, together with tlioir chiefs and clans, and tlie

possessions of each, in ancient and modern times, compiled from the

Annals of tlie Four Masters, the Books of Leacan and Ballymote,

O'lleerin's Topography, 0'Conor"s Rerum Hib. Scrip., the Disser-

tations of Charles O'Conor, O'Flaherty's Ogygia, O'Halloran's Ire-

land, O'Brien's Topographical Dictionary, Ware's worlis, Lodge's

Peerage, tlie histories of Cork and Kerry by Smith, Windele's

History of Cork, county surveys, and various other sources, to-

gether with the MSS. in the library of Sir William ISetham.

This teiTitory is connected with some of the earliest events in

Irish history. Partholan the Scythian, who planted the first co-

lony in Ireland, according to our ancient annalists, sailed from

Greece through Mulr Toil inn (the ancient name of the Mediter-

ranean), and landed on the coast of Ireland at Itiver Sceiiie, now
the bay of Kenmare in Kerry. After the colony of Partholanians

had become extinct by a plague, \eimedh, or Nemedius, another

Scythian, sailed from the Eu.vine sea, and, arriving in Ireland,

settled a colony there called Nemedians, who fought luany battles

with the Fomoriaus or African pirates, who had .-ettled in Ulster,

as mentioned in the notes on Dalriada and Tir Connell. Neme-
dius, together with three thousand of his people, died of the

plague on an island called from him OHean-Ard-Xeimidh, now
the island of Barrymore, or Great Island, near the city of Cork.

When the colony of Firbolgs subsequently took possession of

Ireland, they divided the island into parts or provinces among
the five brothers, who were their five principal commanders.
Slainge possessed the territory from the place afterwards called

Drogheda to Cumnr-na-dtrl-n Uinge, or the Jleeting of the Three
Waters, that is, the confluence of the rivers Suir, Nore, and Bar-
row at \\'aterford ; to Gann belonged the country from the Meet-
ing of the Three Waters to Bealach Conglais, near the bay of

Cork ; Seangann possessed the country from Bealach Conglais to

Luinmeach or Limerick ; Cieannan had tli-) territory after-

wards called Connaught, from Luimneach to Drolihaois, that is

from Limerick to Bundrowes, in the county of Leitrim, on the

coast of the Atlantic ; and Rughridhe possessed the country after-

wards called Ulster, from Drobhaois to tlie Boyne at Drogheda.
The colony called the Tuath De Danans, as already explained in

tlie notes on North and South Connaught, having conquered the

Firbolgs, possessed Ireland for two hundred years. The Milesian
colony from Spain, originally Celts or Scythians, of whom an ac-

count has been given in the note on South Connaught, with a large

fleet and powerful force, commanded by the sons of Mllesius,

sailed for Ireland, and while attempting to land, a violent storm
occurred, and two of the sons w ere drowned oft' the coast of Kerry,

namely, Heber Donn, at a place called from him Teach Doinn, and
Ir, at the rocks of Skellig ; another of the sons called Colpa-un-
Chloidhimh, or Colpa the Swordsman, was driven eastward, and

force, and was soon engaged by some of 0"Co-
nor's party, who actively attacked him ; at this

time O'Conor himself came up, and gave orders

to his men not to kill him, if they could take him
prisoner, but in this they did not succeed ; and
at length he (Mac Donogh) was slain ; and during

his life time none of his tribe had excelled him
in hospitality and feats of arms ; Conor Mac Do-
nogh, Murrogh, son of Cormac Mac Donogh, and

Mac Dermott Roe were taken prisoners after that

and were kept as hostages, and O'Conor Roe pur-

sued the force across the moinitain (the Curlews)

northward, but the Mac Donoghs fled before him
to CoUooney, and the lower part of Tirerrill.

Murtogh, son of Donal, son of Murtogh O'Co-

attempting to land was drowned at a place, named from him Inver
Colpa, or the bay of Colpa, now the mouth of the Boyne, near
Drogheda. Tiie surviving sons of Milesius, Heber, Ileremon, and
Amergin, efi'ected a landing at Inver Sgeine, now the bay of Ken-
mare, and soon after were attacked by the Tuath De Danans,
and a great battle was fought between tliem at Slieve ]\Iis Jloun-
tain in Kerry, where the Danans were defeated. In this battle

Scota, the relict of Milesius, who commanded along with lier

sons, was slain and buried in a valley adjoining the sea, near
Tralee, called after her Gleann Scota, or the valley of Scota. The
Milesians afterwards totally vanquished the Danans in a great

battle at Tailten, in Meath, and thus became masters of Ireland.

The Milesians, called Clnnna Mileadh, or race of Milesius, and
Clnnnn Gaodhul, that is Gadelians or Gaels, and Cineadli Sciiit,

or race of the Scythians, divided the island amongst them. He-
remon and his posterity, called Heremonians, possessed the king-
doms ofMeath, Leinster, and Connaught ; the posterity of Heber
Fionn, or Heber the Fair, named Helierians, had Munster; and
the descendants of another Heber, who was son of Ir, had Ulster,

and were called Irians or Clanna Rory, and sometimes Rudricians.

The arriv al of the colonies of Partholanians, Nemedians, Fomorians,

Firbolgs, and Danans, in Ireland, is placed by our old chrono-

logers from twelve to fifteen centuries before the Christian era

;

and the arrival of the Milesians about a thousand years before the

Christian era. The Fomorians are mentioned by our ancient an-

nalists amongst the first inhabitants of Ireland, and stated to have
been African pirates, descendants of Ham, and represented as a

race of giants, being men of great strength and stature, which
exactly corresponds with the accounts of ancient writers, who
frequently mention the gia7it race of Ham. (See article Ama-
lekitex in London Penny Cyclopedia). These Fomorians are

considered to have been some of the Phenicians and Canaanites

who were expelled from Palestine and the land of Canaan,

by Joshua, about fifteen hundred years before the Christian

era, and who made settlements on the northern coasts of Lybia or

Africa, and, beins expert navigators, sailed to Iberia or Spain, and
other northern nations. A remarkable record of the expulsion of

the Phenicians from the land of Canaan, and of their settlement

in Africa, is given by the historian Procopius, who was himself a

native of Palestine, and wrote in the sixth century. He was
secretary to the Roman general Belisarius, and in his account of

the wars of the Vandals in .-Ifrica, states that in his own time

there were near the fountain of the Magi, at Tangier, two marble

columns, with inscriptions in the Phenioian language, to the fol-

lowing effect :
—" We fly from the face of Joshua the robber, the

son of Nun." These Fomorians were of the same stock as the

Phenicians, and Tyrians, who in after times settled colonies in

.\frica, and founded Carthage, and also Gades, or Cadiz, in Ibe-

ria or Spain, and were celebrated for their commercial inter-

course with various ancient nations, as Greece, Italy, Spain, Gaul,

z 2
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nor made an attack on O'Donnell's camp, in the

neighbourhood of Eas Roe (Ballyshannon), and

and Britain, and no doubt some of them sailed to Ireland, and
most prolialjly settled colonies there in early a^es. On the Ber-
bers, who were the most ancient inhabitants of northern Africa,

and descendants of the Canaanites, Philistines, and Amalekifes,

who were expelled from Canaan by Joshua, some curious and in-

teresting information may be found in the articles on the Berbers

and Amalekitcs, in the London Penny Cyclopedia, and various

circumstances seem to coincide witli the statements of our old

annalists, about the settlement of the colony called Fomorians in

Ireland in the early ages, of whom some accounts have been al-

ready given in the notes on Dalriada, Tir Connell, and South
Connaught. That some people of Phenician origin traded to Ire-

land, and probably settled colonies there, has been a general opi-

nion amongst our ablest antiquarians. The ancient territory called

Fear Muighe Fihte, which now forms the barony of Fermoy,
with the half barony of Condons, in the county of Cork, got its

name, as stated in O'Brien's Dictionary at the word Fearmuighe,
from its being peopled in the early ages by Phenicians ; hence

the word Fir Jluigbe Peine signifies the Men of the Plain of the

Phenicians, which O'Brien translates into Latin, Viri, cnmpi
Phenlonim, and he considers them to have been a colony of the

Gaditanian Phenicians from Gades, now Cadiz in Spain ; and

Dr. Charles O'Conor, in his edition of the Annals of Inisfallen,

was also of opinion that a colony of Phenicians or Celtiberians

from Spain settled in those parts ; and the learned Spaniard, Dr.

Joachim Villaneuva, in his Hibernia Phenicea, maintains the same
opinion. At Glanworth, in the barony of Fermoy, and in the

parishes of Temijlebrian and Templeomalus, are the remains of

Cromleacs and Druidical Temples, consisting of stones of enor-

mous size, supposed to be monuments erected by the Phenicians
;

or according to others, by Mogruth, a celebrated Druid, who got

possession of the territory of Fermoy from Fiach, king of Munster

in the third century, as a reward for liis bravery in assisting Fiach

in several battles, and also for his extraordinary skill in music.

Large stones, with Ogham inscriptions, have been discovered, at

various times, in the counties of Cork, Kerry, Limerick and Clare,

accounts of which, by the learned antiquaries of Cork, Messrs.

Abel, Horgan, Windele, O'Flanagan, &c. may be found in Windele's

Notices of Cork, &c.

Cyclopean Architecture.—Of that massive rude architecture

composed of large stones without cement, and forming walls and

fortresses of immense strength, there are many remains in Ireland,

resembling the Cyclopean architecture of ancient Greece and

Etruria, such as the fortresses of Aileach in Donegal, and of Dun
Aonguis, on one of the Arran Isles, oft" the coast of Galway, al-

ready described in the notes on Tirconnell aiid South Connaught.

The Cyclopean fortress of Knockfennell in Limerick, and that of

Cahir Conree in Kerry, have been described in the note on Tho-

mond. At Cabirdonnell, in the parish of Kilcrohanc, county of

Kerry, are the remains of a large Cyclopean fortress, but the most

remarkable specimen of Cyclopean architecture in Ireland is that

called Stah/ue Fort, situated also in the parish of Kilcrohane, on

a hill near the bay of Kenmare. It is built of stones, without ce-

ment, but of admirable architecture, of a circular form, and the

internal area about ninety feet in diameter, the walls eighteen feet

high and thirteen feet thick, a doorway opening to the interior ; on

the outside a broad and deep fosse surrounds the entire building.

A full account of Staigue Fort, given by Mr. Bland in the year

1821, may be seen in the 14th volume of the Transactions of the

Royal Irish Academy; and there is a modelof thefortin the Royal

Dublin Society House. That Ireland has been peopled from the

most remote ages there exists abundant evidence over the entire

country. In every county, and almost in every parish, are found

some memorials, such as remains of Cromleacs, Druidical temples,

round towers, cairns, sepulchral mounds, Cyclopean fortresses,

raths, and other antiquities, the histories of which, and even their

traditions, are long lost in the niglit of time.

The Heburiaiis were the chief Munster Milesians, as already

explained in the note on Thomond, and were divided into three

great branches, namely, the Dalcassians, Eugenians, and Clan

slew many persons, among whom were the sons of

O'Boyle and O'Gallagher, with their kinsmen ; he

Kian. Eogan More, the celebrated king of Munster in the second

century, had by his wife Bera, the Spanish princess, a son named
Oilioll Oliim, who became king of Munster ; and Oilioll had three

sons, Eogan, Cormac Cas, and Clan. From Eogan were descended

the lioganachts or Eugenians ; from Cormac Cas the Dal Cais, or

Dalcassians; and from Cian the Clan Kian. The chief families of

the Dalcassians, Eugenians, and Clan Kian, have been mentioned

in the note on Thomond, which may he referred to in order to save

a repetition of their names in this place. Cormac Cas or Cais, sig-

nifying Cormac the Beloved, the progenitor of the Dalcassians, was
king of Munster, and a celebrated warrior. O'Halloran, quoting

the Psalter of Casliel, and the Book of Munster, says that his first

queen was Samhair, daughter to Fionn Mac Cumhaill, the cele-

brated hero, who was general of the Fenian forces, and his second

queen Oriund, daughter of the king of Locblin, or Denmark,
by whom he had a son called Mogha Corb, who became king of

Munster in the third century, and was a celebrated warrior. He
invaded Denmark with a powerful force to support his maternal

uncles in a contest for the crown of that country, and after gaining

some victories, succeeded in placing his uncles, Osna and Airid, on

the throne of Denmark, as stated in the Psalter of Casliel and
other ancient annalists. The intercourse between the Irish and the

Scandinavians, or northern nations, as the Danes, Norwegians,

Swedes, &c. in these early ages, is remarkable ; but, according to

our ancient annalists, an intercourse and marriage alliances, in

more remote times, were formed between the Irish kings, and
those of Spain, Gaul, and Scandinavia. Eogan More, king of

Munster in the second century, father ofCormac Cas, was married

to the Spanish princess Bera, daughter of Heber, king of Castile.

Eochaid, king of the Firboigs many centuries before the Christian

era, was married to Tailte, daughter of Magh Mor, king of the Cel-

tiberians in Spain. Ugaine Mor, monarch of Ireland nearly four

centuries before the Christian era, was married to Ceasair, daugh-
ter of the king of Gaul. Lughaidh Riabhdearg, monarch of Ire-

land in the first century, was married to Dervorgal, daughter of

the king of Locblin, or Denmark. Tuathal Teachtmar, monarch
of Ireland in the second century, was married to Bania, daughter
of the king of Denmark and Finland. Feilimidh Reachtmar, mo-
narch of Ireland, son of Tuathal, was married to Ughna, daughter

of the king of Denmark, by whom he had a son, Con Cead Cathach,

or Con of the Hundred Battles, the celelirated monarch of Ireland

in the second century. Eochaidh Muighmeadhain, monarch of

Ireland in the fourth century, was married to Carinna, either a

British or a Saxon jjrincess, by whom he had a son, the celebrated

Niall of the Nine Hostages, monarch of Ireland. This Carinna is

called by the Irish writers Carthan Cais Dubh, or Carthan the

Beloved, of the Dark Hair. Eogan, son of Niall of the Hostages,

and progenitor of the O'Neills, princes of Tyrone, was married to

Indorba the Fair, a Saxon princess ; and Murtogh O'Brien, king of

Munster in the eleventh century, had for his second wife Driella,

daughter of Godwin, earl of Kent, and sister of Harold, the last

Saxon king of England.

The race of Heber, or Heberians, and the race of Ith, or Ithians,

as stated in the note on Thomond, alternately ruled as kings of

Munster in the early ages, before the Christian era. The Ithians

were so called as descendants of Ith, son of Breogain, and uncle of

Milesius, and were also called Clanna Breogain, as descended from
Breogain. The Clanna Breogain are mentioned by various Latin

wTiters, under the name Srigautes. The race of Ith areplaced on
the Map of Ancient Ireland by Charles O'Conor, in the south of

Cork, and called liy him Lughadii, as descended from Lugaidh, the

son of Ith. A list of the chief families of Ithians, or Lugadians,

has been given in the note on Thomond. They were chiefly located

in that part of Cork called Corea Luighe, which got its name
from the above-mentioned Lughaid, and, according to O'Brien,

as explained at the words Cairbre and Cobtach, comprised a

large territory in the south west of Cork, extending from Bandon
to Crookhaven, and to the bay of Kenmare, including the present

baronies of Carbery, Bear and Bantry.

The Clanna Deayha or Degadians, a branch of the Heremonlans
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took Mac Sweeney and his son prisoners, whom
he took with him, together with some property,

horses, arms, and armour; and the Clan Mur-

of Ulster, settled in Munster a short time before the Christian era,

and tiie chief families descended from thein have heeu mentioned

in the note on Thomond. They possessed that part of Kerry and
Limerick called West Munster, which also had the name of the

province of Conrigh Mac Daire, being possessed by that celebrated

warrior and his posterity, of whom an account has been given in

the note on Thomond. The Degadians, under the name a? Degndil,

are placed in Charles O'Conor's map in the west of Kerry, and

considered by him to be the same as the Udce'i who are placed on

Ptolemy's map about the same territory, the word Udici being

formed from the Ua Deagaidh of the Irish writers.

The Irians, CInnna Rory, or Biidiicians of Ulster, settled in

Munster in the first century, and the chief families of them have

been mentioned in the note on Thomond. On Cbarles O'Conor's

map they are placed in tlie southern and central partsof Cork and
Kerry, and called Iberi aitstrales or southern Ibei'ians, to distin-

guish them from the Irians of Ulster, whom ho designates northern

Iberians. The Irians or Iberians of Munster are considered to be

the same as the Velabri, Iberi, Juverni, and Uterni, given ou
the maps of Ptolemy and other geographers. According to Dr.

O'Conor they are the same as the Siol Eibbir, that is the race of

Heber or Heberians of the Irish writers, and according to others

are supposed to be a colony of Iberians from Spain The Lucenil

are placed on Ptolemy's map in these parts of Kerry and Limerick
towards the Shannon. These Lucenians are supposed to be a

colony of the Luceni of Spam, who, according to Sn'ith, are placed

by Strabo in Galicia and Cantabria, and said to be of Scythian

origin, which corresponds with the accounts of our ancient annal-

ists, who make the Milesians originally a colony from Scythia.

According to Smith the barony of Lixnaw is considered to have
derived its name from the Lticenians. Tiie Ganganl or Cnncanl
of Spain, also stated by Strabo to have been Scythians, are given

by Ptolemy as the ancient inhabitants of the territories now forming
the counties of Clare and Galway, a colony of tliem having come
from Spain in remote ages. From the Concanians of Galway some
antiquaries suppose that Connaught deri\ed its name. The Cori-

ondoi are placed on Ptolemy's map in the central parts of Cork,
and considered by Sniith and others to have been a colony of the

Corltani of Britain, who inhabited in early times the present coun-
ties of Lincoln, Leicester, and >'orthampton, and, according to

Camden, these Coritanians fled to Ireland about the first century,

in consequence of the conquest of Britain by the Pomans From
the great intercourse between Spain and tlie south of Ireland in

tiie early ages, there is much of the Spanish blood in Munster,
particularly in the counties of Kerry, Limerick, and Cork ; and as

in the tenth and eleventh centuries colonies of the Danes settled in

the cities of Waterford, Limerick, and Cork, and continued tliere

down to the English invasion, there is much of the Danish race in

those cities mixed by intermarriages with the old Irish.

Cork, in Latin Corcagia, and also Coraciuin, gut its name, ac-

cording to O'Brien, at the word Corca, and also according to other

authorities, from Corca or Corcach, which signifies a marsh, as the

city of Cork was originally founded on marshy ground, but accord-

ing to others the name was derived from Core, a prince of the Euge-
nian race, who was king of Munster in the fourth century.

Kerr;/, in Latin Kerrigia, got its name from Ciar, son of Fer-
gus Mac Roy, by Meava, the celebrated queen of Connaught, a
short time before the Christian era. This Fergus, king of Ulster,

was of the race of Ir, and hence his descendants were Irians or

Clanna Rory. His son Ciar, in the first century, got possession of

a large territory in Munster, called from him Cinr Rioghucht, sig-

nifying Ciar's kingdom ; hence came the word Ciaraidhe, or as it is

written in the Book of Armagh, Ciarrichi, anglicised Kerry. By
the old ecclesiastical writers Kerry was called St. Brendan's
country, from Brendan, a celebrated saint of the sixth century,

who founded many monasteries there, and several places in Kerry
etill bear his name, amongst others Brendan or Brandon mountain

;

and Camden calls that part of the Atlantic off the coast of Kerry,

togh (O'Conors) turned against O'Donnell on that

occasion.

John Roe O'Tuathail, lord of Hy Murray (in

at the mouth of the Shannon, Mare Brendarticum, or the sea of

Brendan. Cork and Kerry are frequently mentioned hy various

writers under the names of the kingdoujs of Cork and Kerry.

Kings of the race of the Dalcassians and Engenians alternately

ruled over Munster, from the third to the eleventh century ; but

while a king of each race governed by turns the whole of Munster,

a king of the Dalcassian race ruled over Thomond, and a king of

the Eugenian race over Desmond. A few of the remarkable

events in Desmond, from the fourth to the twelfth century, may
be here mentioned.

The Battle of Ventry. In Hanmer's Chronicle, collected

chiefly from the ancient record called the Book of Ilowth, is given

an account of the battle of Fentra in JIunster, that is of Ventry,

fought in the beginning of the fourth century, about A. D. 320.

The Scandinavians, Gauls, Saxons, and other foreigners, with

povv-erful forces, invaded Ireland, and fought many great battles

with the natives in Ulster and Meath, which Hannier describes ;

and another powerful force of these foreigners, attempting to land

at Ventry in Kerry, were opposed by the Irish, and both sides

having fought desperately for the space of seven days, tlie slaughter

was so great that the sea shore was dyed red with the blood of

the slain. After the foreigners efl'ected a landing, many terrific

battles were fought almost incessantly during a whole year, but

finally the invaders were vanquished, and an enormous number of

them slain in the various conflicts. This battle has been celebrated

by the Irisli writers under the name of Cath Fion Tragha, and
some ancient MSS. on the subject still remain. In the ninth and

tenth centuries the Danes and Norwegians overran Munster, as

they did various other parts of Ireland, and settled colonies in the

cities of Waterford, Limerick, and Cork. An account of various

victories gained over the Danes by Brian Boru and Ceallachan,

king of Cashel, has been given in the note ou Thomond. Ceal-

lachan, a celebrated warrior of the Eugenian race, was king of

Cashel in the tenth century, and having defeated the Danes in

several battles, Sitric, king of the Danes of Dublin, with his

brothers Tor and Magnus, having proposed a peace with the

people of Munster, witli an ofi"er to give in marriage to Ceallachan

their sister Beibhion, an accomplished princess, the proposals of

alliance being accepted by Ceallachan, he prepared to go to Dub-
lin to meet his intended bride, but on his arrival there his party

were treacherously attacked and defeated by the Danes, who took

Ceallachan prisoner, together with Dunchuan, son of Cineide, king

of Tlioniond, the entire proceedings on the part of the Danes being

a conspiracy to get Ceallachan, their formidable enemy, into their

power. Tlie Munster chiefs, in order to redeem their king from

captivity, collected a powerful force, amongst whom were two

thousand Dalcassians, and three thousand Engenians, com-

manded by Donogh O'KeefFe, prince of Fermoy ; O'Sullivan,

prince of Beara ; the O'Conors Kerry ; O'Driscolls ; O'Moriartys ;

O'Flynns ; O'l-'elans, and other chiefs of Munster, aided by one

thousand of the Connaught forces, under the O'Haras, O'Garas,

Mac Coghlans, and others ; the entire, it is stated, amounting

to twelve thousand men, the chief commander of the Euge-

nians being O'Keeff'e; and Cineidi, king of Thomond, with his

brothers Congalach, Cosgrach, and Lonargan, commanded the

Dalcassians. They also had a large naval force under O'Falvey,

hereditary admiral of Desmond, who equipped thirty ships;

O'Conor Kerry, twenty ships; O'Driscoll, O'Cobhtaich, and

O'Flynn, armed and manned ten ships each ; the Mac Namaras,

O'Conors, and O'Loghlins of Clare, sent twenty ships ; and from

Corca Baisein, in Clare, came twenty more, making in all one hun-

dred and twenty sail. The army, which proceeded by land, marched

through Connaught and Ulster to Armagh, which city was then

in possession of the Danes, and whither they brought Ceallachan

prisoner, in order to put him on board their fleet at Dundalk, and

send him to Denmark ; the Irish attacked Armagh by the pro-

jection of large stones from machines, together with arrows,

darts, slhigs, and other missiles, and applying scaling ladders to the
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Wicklow), the most distinguished of his tribe for

hospitality and feats of arms, was slain by a pea-

sant of his own clan, within the precincts of his

walls ; the Danes, under Sitric, were at length defeated with great

slaughter, and having evacuated the city liy night, they marched
off towards Dundalk and einharked their forces in their fleet, which
lay in that hay. The Irish pursued them, and O'KeefFe, sending a
flag of truce, demanded of Sitric the princes Ceallachan and Uun-
chuan, who were his prisoners, hut the Danes returned for answer
that the prisoners would not be restored until an eric was first

paid for the Danes who fell in fifteen different battles with Ceal-

laclian and his forces ; and Sitric ordered Ceallachan to be hound
to the mast of his own ship, and Dunchuan Iti like manner on the

king of Norway's ship, in view of the whole Munster army. The
Irish were enraged at thissight, but their land forces had no means
of attacking the enemy ; shortly after, however, O'Falvey, the

Irish admiral, ap])eared in sight, and drawins; uj) his ships in an
extended line, prepared for action. A des]jerate engagement en-

sued, and the Irish commanders grappled with, and hoarded the

Danish vessels ; both sides fought with great fury, but O'Falvey
at length succeeded in releasing Ceallachan, and, giving him one of

his own swords, bade him take the command. The Irish, animated
by seeing their prince at liberty, fought with renewed vigour; but

the valiant O'Falvey at length fell pierced by many wounds, and
his head was immediately displayed on the mast of Sitric's ship.

Fingal, a chief who was second in command to O'Falvey, animat-
ing the Irish, the fight was continued with great fury on both
sides, but at length Fingal, encompassed by the Danes, and seeing
his own death certain, seized on Sitric by a sudden grasp, and
having jumjjcd with him in his arms overboard, both were
instantly drowned. Conal and Sioda, chiefs of the Clareforces, who
were engaged with the ships commanded by Tor and Magnus,
brothers of Sitric, following the example of Fingal, gTasped the
Danish chiefs in their arms, and leaped witli them in like manner
into the deep. O'Conor Kerry slew one of the Danish commanders
in single combat, and cut off his head, but while holding it up in

triumph, he was himself killed by another Dane. The Danish
forces were at length totally defeated, and their fleet destroyed,
but almost the whole of the Irish chiefs and men engaged in that
fierce contest, were also slain. Tliis great sen Jiijht in the hny of
Dundalh took place A. D. 944, according to O'Halloran and other
authorities. Copies of the ancient Irish MSS. giving accounts of
the battles of Ventvy and Dundalk, are to he found in the library

of Sir William Betham. That respecting the battles of the Mun-
ster forces with the Danes, is entitled Toniigheacht Chenllacliain
Chnisil, signifying The Pursuit for the recovery of Ceallaclian

Cashel, which would be well worth having translated and publislied.

The great battle of Main Mor in Cork, fought in the twelfth
century, A.D. 1151, between the Connaught, Leiiister, and Des-
mond forces on one side, and the Dalcassians on the other, has
been described in the note on Thomond.
The Eugenians ruled as kings over Desnu>nd, and the Dalcassian

kings over Thomond, and from each race, as already explained in

the note on Thomond, was alternately elected a king of all Mun-
ster, which mode of government in Munster continued from the
third to the eleventh century, when Brian Boru, of the Dalcassian
race, became king of Munster and monarch of Ireland, and his

descendants the O'Briens were kings of Munster and kings of
Thomond, and the Mac Carthys, who were the head of the Euge-
nian race, were kings and princes of Desmond.
The Mac Carthys, in Irish Mac Ciirthaidh or Mac Cairthy,

and pronounced like Mac Carha or Mac Cawra, took their name
fromCartkach or Cflir^Aconeoftlieir ancestors, aprince ofDesmond
in the eleventh century, son of Justin, king of Munster, who was
grandson to Ceallachan, king of Cashel. Of the Mac Carthys
in early times some accounts may be found in tlie Annals of Inis-

fallen. The Mac Carlhys of the twelfth century are thus desig-
nated in ttie topograpliical poem of O'Heerin :

—

" Flaithe Mumhan muir Sionna
Siol Eogain mic Oiliolla,

Mac Carthaidii cuing a cana.

Mar thuind anfaidh etragha."

own fortress, and the bodach (clown) who slew

him, was immediately put to death.

The sons of O'Cuirnin,' Siodhraidh, Carbre,

"' Heroes of Munster of the fortress of the Shannon,

Are the race of Eogan, the son of Oilioll,

Mac Carthy the mainstay of its tributes,

Is like an unceasing stormy wave."

On the English invasion, when king Henry II. landed at Waterford,

in October A. D. 1171, Derniod Mac Cartliy, king of Desmond,
waited on him the day after his arrival, delivered to him the keys

of the city of Cork, and did him homage. According to Mac Geo-
ghegan, this Dermod Mac Carthy, in the year 1185, was, together

with all his retinue, treacherously slain at a conference held with

Tlieobald Fitzwalter, and the English of Cork. At the time

of the English invasion, tlie Danes were in possession of the

city of Cork and the adjoining districts, being permitted by
the Mac Carthys, kings of Desmond, to reside there for com-
mercial purposes. In A.D. 1174, the forces of Strongbow and
Kaymond le Grosha\hig plundered various parts of Waterford and
Cork, dispatched the booty to Waterford by sea, under the com-
mand of Adam de Hereford ; the Danes of Cork equipped thirty-

five vessels, and attacked the English fleet at Dungarvan, hut

after a severe engagement they lost the victory, chiefly through

the valour of Philip Walsh, who Imarded the admiral's ship, and

killed CJilbert, the son of Turgesius, the Danish commander.
A. D. 1177, King Henry II. granted to Roliert Fitzslephen and

Milo de Cngan, for the service of sixty knights, to liimself and
Ills son John and their heirs, the whole kingdom of Cork or Des-
mond, with the exception of the city of Cork, and the adjoining

cantreds, which belonged to the Ostnjen or Danes of that city,

which the king reserved to hold in his own hands. The Mac
Carthys maintained long contests for their independence with the

Fitzgeralds, earls of Desmond, the Butlers, earls of Ormond,
and other Anglo-Noririan and English settlers, and held their

titles, as j)rinces of Desmond, with considerable possessions,

down to the reign of Elizabeth. They were divided into two great

liranches, the head of which was Mac Carthy More, of whom
Donal Mac Carthy was created earl of Glencare or Clancare,

A. D. 1566, by t^ueen Elizabeth; the other branch, called Mac
Carthy Reagh, were styled princes of Caibery. Besides the earls

of Clancare, the Mac Carthys were also created at various periods

barons of Valentia, earls of Clancarthy, earls of Muskerry, and

earls of Momitcashel, and had several strong castles in various

parts of Cork and Kerry. According to Windele, the Mac
Carthy Jlore was inaugurated at Lisban-nacahir in Kerry, at

which ceremony presided O'Sullivan Mor and O'Donoghoe Mor

;

his captains of war were the O'Rourkes, probably a branch of the

O'Rourkes, princes of Brefncy ; the Mac Egans were his heredi-

tary Brehons, and the O'Dalys and O'Duinins were his hereditary

poets and antiquaries. There are still in the counties of Cork and

Kerry many highly respectable families of the Mac Carthys, and
several of tlie name have been distinguished commanders in the

Irish Brigades, in the service of France and Sj>ain. Tiie following

accounts of chiefs and clans in Desmond, or the counties of Corlc

and Kerry, and the territories possessed by each in ancient and
modern times, have been collected from O'Heerin's Topography,

O'Brien, O'Halloran, Smith's histories of Cork and Kerry, and
various other sources.

I. O'Suilleabhain or O'Sullivan. The O'Sullivans had the

ancient territory of Beara, now the baronies of Beare and Bantry,

in the county of Cork, and were called O'Sullivan Beara, and
styled princes of Beara. Another branch of the family called

O'Sullivan Mor were lords of Dunkerron, and possessed the ba-

rony of Dunkerron, in the county of Kerry, and their chief seat

was the castle of Dunkerron, near the river Kenmare. A third

branch of the O'Sullivans were chiefs ofKnockraffan, in Tipperary,

of whom an account is given in the note on Ormond. The O'Sul-
livans are of the Eiigenian race of the same descent as the Mac
Carthys, princes of Desmond, and took their name from Suileabh-

an, one of their chiefs in the tenth century. As princes of Beara

they held a high rank in ancient times in the county of Cork,
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and Gillpatrick, were slain by the English of

Lehister.

and liad several strong castles, the cliief of which were
those of Diinboy, Ardea, and Carrijanas. In tlie reign of

James I. tlieir extensive possessions were confiscated, in conse-

quence of tlieir adherence to the earls of Desmond and Tyrone in

the Elizabetliian wars, and tlie heads of the family retired to Spain,

where many of them were distinguislied officers in the Spanish
service, and liad the title of Counts of Bearliaven. 11. O'llcidir-

sceoil or O'Driseoll, head of the Ithian race, was chief or prince

of Corcaluighe, otherwise called Cairbreacha, comprising ancient

Carbery, an extensive territory in the south-west of Cork. Ano-
ther branch of tiie O'DriscolIs were lords of Beara, now the ba-

ronies of Beareand Bantry, in the county of Cork, of which they

were the original possessors, but tlie O'SuUivans in after times lie-

came tile possessors of this territory as above stated. The O'Dris-
colIs of the twelfth century are designated in O'lUerin's topogra-

phical poem, in terms which may be thus translated ;

—

" To the race of Luighee along the shore,

I now proceed beyond the bounds,

To pass tlie tribe is not meet for roe.

But to record the warriors' fame.

" O'Driseoll, head chief of the land

Of Corcaluigliee, I treat of now.
He took possession of the coasts of Cleire,

The fittest headland for the princely lord.

" O'Driseoll of the wealthy Beara,
Rules over the land of the salmon coast,

A blue water shore abounding in harbours,

Exhibitmg to view large fleets of wine."

Tlie O'DriscolIs had the island of Capeclear, alluded to in the

poem, and the territory about the bay of Baltimore, and, accord-

ing to Smith, had a part of Iveragh in Kerry. They h^id castles

at Dunashad and Dunalong near Baltimore, the castle of Diina-

niore on Capeclear island, and others. Tliere are still several

respectable families of the O'DriscolIs in the county of Cork. III.

O'Caoimh orO'Keeft'e, is given by O'Heerin as chief of Glan Anih-
ain and of Hrluaelira. Gleanamhain, according to O'Brien, is now
Glanworth, in the barony of Fermoy, county of Cork ; they had also

afterwards a large terrilory in 1 he barony of Duliallow,knownby the

name of Pobal O'Keeffe. In ancient times the O'Keefies had the

territory of Fearmuighe Peine, now the liarony of Fermoy, in the

county of Cork, which afterwards was possessed by the Anglo-
Norman family of Roche, viscounts of Fermoy, and called Roche's
country. The O'Dugans and O'Coscraighs were also ancient

chiefs in Fermoy. They are thus designated by O'lleerm :

—

"Chief of Fermoy of enclosed fortresses.

Is O'Dugan of Dunmanann,
A tribe of the Gaels of precious jewels;
O'Keeffe is chief of Glen Avon.

" O'Keeffe of the handsome brown brows,
Chief of Urluachra of the fertile lands.

The hiheritor of the hospitable country.
Which resembled In beauty the fair plains of Meath.'"

Tlie O'Keeffes were in ancient times marshals and chief military

leaders of Desmond, and were styled princes of Fermoy. They
had several eastles, the chief of which were those of Dro-
magh and Duaragil. There are still several respectable

families of the O'Keeffes in the county of Cork. IV. Mac
Donnocha or Mac Donogh, of whom an account is given in

O'Brien's Dictionary at the word Donnoch, was chief of Duhalla,
now the barony of Duhallow, in the county of Cork. The Mac
Donaghs were a branch of the JIac Carthys, and powerful chiefs

;

they were styled princes of Duhallow, and their chief residence

Great depredations were committed by O'Conor
Roe and Mac Dermott on O'Conor Don, in con-

was the magnificent castle of Kanturk. V. O'AIathghamhna or
O'Mahony. The O'Mahonys are given by O'Heerin as chiefs of
Hy Eachach, and also of Kinel m-Beice ; the latter is now the
barony of Kinalmeaky, in the county of Cork, and Hy Eachach is

in modern times called Ivaugli, which, according to Smith, com-
prises the whole peninsula in the barony of West Carbery, extend-
ing from Ballydehob to the bay of Dunmamis. O'Brien and
O'Halloran give the territory Kinel Aodha as possessed by the
O'Mahonys, which is now the barony of Kinnalea, in the county
of Cork : audO'Brien in his Dictionary, at the word Mnthijhnhhaln,
states that the O'Mahonys, who were a branch of the Eugenian
race, had a large territory in Muskerry, south of the river Lee, in

the county of Cork, and also another territory called Tiobrad, in

the county of Kerry ; and the O'Mahonys are placed on the map of
Ortelius, in the west of Kerry, opposite the island of Valentia.
The O'Mahonys were powcrl^ul chiefs, and were sometimes
styled princes. They are thus designated by O'Heerin :

—

" Ivaugh , the most western part of Banba (Ireland),

Is the great estate of O'Mahony,
The well watered lands of fair fortresses,

Extensive are the brown-nut-producing plains.

" Kinnalmeaky of the pleasant fields

About Bandon, of the fair woods.
The most warlike chief, in victory supreme,
Is O'Mahony of the white foaming coast."

Tlie O'Mahonys had several castles, as those of Rosbrin, Ardin-
tenant, Blackcastle, Ballydesmoiid, Dunbeacan, Dunmanus, Ring-
niahon, &c., all along the sea coast. There are several respectable

families of the O'Mahonys in the counties of Cork and Kerry, and
many of the name, styled counts O'Mahony have been highly dis-

tinguished commanders in the Irish brigades in the service of
France and Spain. VI. O'Ceallachain or O'Callaghans, given by
O'Heerin as chiefs of Clair Beire, and of Kinel Aodha. Accord-
ing to O'Brien and O'Halloran, the territory of the O'Callaghans
was called Pobul O'Callaghan, signifying O'Callaghan's people,

and extended from Mallow westward, on both sides of the Black-
water, in the barony of Duhallow, county of Cork, and comprised,

according to Smith, the present parishes of Clonraeen and Kil-

shannick, an extensive territory containing about fifty thousand
acres. Tlie O'Callaghans mentioned by O'Heerin were chiefs in

Kinel Aodha, now the barony of Kinnalea, and of Clar Beire, which
signifies the plain of Beara, a district situated in the barony of

Beare, both in the county of Cork. They are thus mentioned in

the poem of O'Heerin :—

•

*' Ar Clienel Aedha an fiiinn te,

O'Ceallachain Clair Beire,

Fonn glaislinde co grian geal,

Fiadh is fairsinge inbhear."

" Over Kinnalea of the fertile lands.

Rules O'Callaghan of the plain of Beara,

A land of blue waters and bright sunshine.

The country of the most expanded bay."

The O'Callaghans are of the Eugenian race, and took their name
from their ancestor Ceallachan Casliel, the celebrated king of

Munster in the tenth century, and accounts of them may be found

in the .\nna!s of Inisfallen and the Four Masters. The O'Callaghans,

lords of Clonmeen, were in former times very powerful chiefs, and

had their chief residence at the castle of Clonmeen, the ruins of

which still remain on a rock near the river Blackwater. Accord-

ing to O'Brien, at the word Pobul, the chief of the O'Callaghans

was transplanted into the county of Clare, by Cromwell where he

gave him a considerable property at Kilcorney, in lieu of his an-

cient estates. O'Brien mentions bartm Louis Dennis O'Callaghan,

grand Venuer to his Serene Highness the Prince Margrave of
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sequence of which great commotion ensued in

Connaught ; and Mac Donogh burned Moylurg

on account of these depredations.

Baden-Baden, and some of them were also distinguished officers

in the French service. There are several highly respectable

families of the O'Callaghans in the county of Cork, and a branch

of them in Tipperary are viscounts of Lismnre. VII. O'Liathain

or O'Lchan, by some rendered to Lyne and Lyons, is given by

O'Hecrin chiefof Hy Liathain, and of lly Nanmchadha. According

to O'Brien, at the words Cuislean and Ilih Nanmcha, and also ac-

cording to Smith, the O'Lehans had the territory in the county of

Cork, afterwards called the barony of Barrymore, from the Anglo-

Norman family of the Harrys, who became its possessors. According

to O'Brien, the O'Lehans took their name from one of their chiefs

in the beginning of the eleventh century, named Cuilean O'Liathan,

who, in A.D. 1010, built Castle Lehan, now Castlelyons, which

was the chief seat of that family. The O'Lehans are thus men-

tioned by O'Heerin

:

" Lord of Hy Lehan, a warrior of fame,

The hardy leader of the battalions of Munster,

Of Hy Nameha he is lineal chief.

The host of keen arms, of high nobility."

Vltl. O'Floin or O'Flynn, chief of Arda and Hy Bagamhna, ac-

cording to O'Heerin, and given by O'Brien, at the words Ardach

and Donnchu ; and by O'Halloran as chiefs of Arda, a territory in

the barony of Carbery", and also of Muiserith Miotaine,or Muiscrigh

ui-Fhloinn, a district in the barony of Muskerry, both in the

county of Cork. The district in Muscry possessed by theO'Flynns,

according to O'Heerin, extended from the river Dribseach, or

Dripsey, to Ballynoorney. O'Maolfabhail is another chief given

by O'Heerin, in the same territory. The O'Flynns are thus men-

tioned by O'Heerin

:

" O'Flynn Arda of the blooming woods,

A tribe of the purest pedigree,

Heir to the lordship is each man,

They are the clan of Ibawne."

" Of the race of Conary of the great forces.

Let us speak of the chiefs of Muscry,

A host whom the bright sun salutes

On the land of the Martineans of Munster."

Hy Baghamna is now the barony of Iliane and Barryroe, adjoining

Carbery. According to \Vindele, the O'Flynns built the castle of

Macroom, which was called O'Flynn's castle. The O'Flynns

were of the Clanna Deaga, descended from the Ernans of Ul-

ster, and Eochy O'Flynn, a celebrated bard and historian is

stated to be of this sept, and is mentioned in O'Reilly's Irish

AVriters amongst the chief bards of the tenth century, whose com-

positions are contained in the Books of Leacan and Ballymote.

IX. Mac Amhiaidhibh or Mac Auliffe, given hy O'Heerin as chief

of the country from Amhaiu Ella westward beyond Gleann Salcain.

This territory was in the barony of Duhallow, in the county of

Cork, extending westward from the river Alia to the borders of

Limerick. According to O'Brien, at the words Curmac, Glean Omra,

and the end of the letter M , the Mac Auliffes were a branch of the

Mac Carthys, and possessed the territory called Glean Omra, in the

barony of Duhallow, and that the last chief of the family was co-

lonel of a regiment in Spain, and died about the year 17-20. Their

chief seat was castle Mac Auliffe, near Newmarket. The Mac
Auliffes are thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

" Far beyond the bountiful river Ella,

To the westward of Glen Salcain of stately trees,

A fair land of affluence undenied
;

The territory belongs to the noble Mac Auliffe."

Another chief in this territory is mentioned hy O'Heerin, as follows

:

" An estate of the plain of Core belongs,

It is Aes Ella of the fine level land
;

To the stately scion of Banba of the ringletted hair,

He is O'Tedgauina of Uun Durlais."

Peregrine O'Mulloy, lord of Fercall (in the

King's county), died.

O'Conor marched into the plain of Connaught

X. O'Donnagain or Donnegans, chiefs of Muiscrith-na-dtri-Magh,

or Muscry of the Three Plains, now the half barony of Orrery, in

the county of Cork, according to O'Brien at the word Muiserith.

They are thus mentioned by O'Dugan :

"The country of O'Donnegan is certified.

The great Muscry of the three plains.

Which belongs to the host of polished steel,

The district of charming sunny lands."

O'Cullenanisgivenby O'Brienasaehiefonthe same territory. The

O'Cullenans were celebrated as hereditary physicians of Munster.

XI. O'llionmhuinein, chief of Tuath Saxon, is thus mentioned by

O'Heerin

:

" Tuath Saxon of the fair pleasant plain,

To O'Hinmanen I proclaim,

A country of harbours in atfluence abounding,

Belong to the hardy sept of Clan Conary."

XII. O'Maolhleoghaidh, of the race of Core, chief of Muiserith

Treithirne, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin:

" Muscry Trehime of the mighty men.
Rightfully belongs to the race of Core,

O'Mulbleaghain is powerful over the land.

He possesses the country of smooth plains."

XIII. O'Breaghain or O'Bregan, O'GIaisin, also O'Mictire and

O'Coelidh, or Keeley ; likewise O'Ciaran, are given by O'Heerin,

O'Brien, and O'Halioran, as chiefs of Hy Mac Caille, or I Mac-

cuile, now the barony of Imokilly, county of Cork. O'Bregan and

O'GIaisin are thus mentioned by O'Heerm :

" A valiant clan, warlike in pursuit,

Ruled Imokilly of the hospitable banquets,

Two tribes possessed the smooth plains,

O'Bregan and the fair O'GIaisin."

XIV. O'Cuire or O'Curry, of Clan Torna, chief of Ciarraidhe

Cuirc, now the barony of Kerricurrehy, in the county of Cork, is

thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" Kerricurrehy of the fair coast.

That country belongs to Clan Torna

;

O'Curry obtained the fertile land.

Its green aspect is like the plains of Meath."

XV. O'Cobhthaidh, anglicised O'Cowhiggs or O'Cowhys, of Fuinn

Cliodhna, chiefs of Triocha Meadhona, now the barony of West

Barryroe, in the county of Cork. The O'Cowhiggs were in ancient

times powerful chiefs, and, according to Smith, had seven castles

alon" the coast in the barony of Ibawne and Barryroe. They are

thus mentioned by O'Heerin ;

—

" Lord of the county of Triocha Meona,
Is O'Cowhy of the white-stoned shore.

The land of Cleena is the plain of O'Cowhy,
In the sea fights they are valiant foes."

XVI O'Fichiolla or O'Fihellys, a name anglicised to Field, are

also given by O'Brien as chiefs in West Barryroe. XVII. O'Baire,

given by O'Heerin as chief of Muintir Baire, and by O'Halloran as

chief of Aron. In O'Brien's Dictionary at the word Riun, the

O'Baires are stated to possess a territory and foreland called

Muintir Baire, part of ancient Carbery, in the county of Cork.

This name has been anglicised to Baery ; they were of the Ithian

or Lngadian race, and descended from Fathaidh Airgtheach, a king

of Munster in tlie third century, according to O'Heerin, by whom
they are thus designated :

I
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(in Roscommon), burned Ard-an-Choilein, and the

island of Lough Cairgin, and slew Donal Oge Mac
Donnell, a constable of ""gaUoglasses, on that

occasion.

" Miiintir Baire of the fair fortress,

They are of the race of Fathaidh Airghtheach

;

O'Baire rules over the land of waves,
Which is not surpassed by the smooth plains of Manainn."

This name has bejn anglicised to Barry, not Baery, as left uncor-

rected hy the printer in the foreffoing part of this article.

XVIII. O'Laoghaire orO'Learys, chiefs of Hy Laoghaire or Ive-

leary, were, according to O'Brien at the word Ihh, of the Luijadian

or Ithian race, and possessed in ancient times the city of Roscar-

bery and its environs ; and, according to Smith and \Vindele, Ive-

leary, or O'Leary's country, lay in Muskerry, in the county of

Cork, between Macroom and Inchaeeela, where tliey had several

castles, as those of Carrigafooky, Carrignaneelagh, Carrignacurra,

Dundarierk and Drumeurragh XIX. The O'Heas and O'Dcas,

of whom accounts have been already given in the note on Tlio-

niond, are mentioned by O'Brien at the word Cairbre, amongst

the chiefs of Carbery, county of Cork, and Smith states that the

O'Heas were chiefs of Pebble O'Hea in Carbery. XX. The

O'Donovans, of whom also an account has been given in the note

on Thomond, likewise settled in Cork, and according to Smith,

were chiefs of Clan Cathail, an extensive district in West Carbery,

and had their chief residence at Castle Donovan. XXI. O'Beice

is given by O'Heerin as a chief of Beantraidhe, now the barony

of Bantry, county of Cork, and is thus designated :

—

" O'Beice, chief of the fair land,

Rules over Bantry of delightful bloom,

Heroes whose noble actions I certify.

They are of the race of Fergus of Ulster."

XXII. The O'Caseys are given by O'Brien at the word Coillte, as

chiefs of CoiUte Maibineacha, a territory near Mitchelstown,in the

county of Cork. XXIII. The O'Healys or O'Helys are given by

O'Brien at the word Domhnach, as chiefs of Domhnach Mor
O'Healy, or Pobble O'Healy, a large parish in the barony of Mus-
kerry, county of Cork, and he states that the lord chief baron,

Hely Hutchinson, was descended from this family. XXIV. The
O'llerlihys or O'Hurleys are given by O'Brien, at the end of the

letter /, as chiefs of a district in the barony of Muskerry, and he

states tliey were hereditary wardens of the church of St. Gobnait

of Ballyvoorny, and were possessors for many ages of the large

parish of that name. Smith states that they were chiefs near

Macroom. For a further account of the O'Hurleys, see note on

Ormond. XXV. The O'Nunans are given by O'Brien at the letter

U, as chiefs of Tullaleis and Castlelissen, now the parish of TiiUi-

lease, in tlie barony of Duhallow, county of Cork, of which they

were hereditary wardens of St. Brendan's church. XXVI. The
O'Dalys, according to Smith, had the parish of Kilcrohane, in the

barony of West Carbery, county of Cork, and were bards to the Mac
Carthys, O'Mahonys, Carews, and other great families. An account

of several of the O'Dalys, eminent poets in Munster, is to be found

in O'Reilly's Irish writers. XXVII. The Mae Egans are men-
tioned by O'Brien at the word Eagan, as Brehons, in the counties

of Cork and Kerry, under the Mac Carthys, kings of Desmond.

The Mac Egans were also hereditary Brehons or judges of Or-

mond. XXVIII. The Mac Sweeneys are mentioned by O'Brien

at the end of the letter M, as military commanders under the

Mac Carthys, princes of Desmond, who, in the thirteenth century,

brought a body of them from Tirconnell or Donegal, where they

were celebrated as military chiefs under the O'Donnells, and hence

the head of the clan was styled Mac Suibhne-na-dTuadh, or

Mac Sweeney of the Battle-axes. According to Smith and

Seward, the Mac Sweeneys had the parish of Kilmurry, in

the barony of Muskerry, county of Cork, and their chief castle

at Clodagii, near Macroom, and had also Castlemore, in the parish

of Movidy. They were famous for their hospitality, and one

of them erected a large stone near the castle of Clodagh,

O'Donnelljthat is, Torlogh oftheWine, marched
his forces against the Clan Murtogh (O'Conors)

to Sligo, preyed and devastated the entire of Car-

bury of Drumcliff, and after he had slain many,

with an inscription in Irish, inviting all passengers to repair to

the house of Edmond Mac Sweeney for free entertainment.

XXIX. The Mac Sheehys, according to Smith, were a warlike

clan, brought from Coimaught in the fifteenth century by the

Fitzgeralds, earls of Desmond, who appointed them their body
guards. They were afterwards numerous in the counties of Cork
and Limerick ; some of them cliangcd the name to Joy, and of this

family was the late judge. Baron Joy; they are supposed by some
to be originally the same as the Joyces of Connemara. XXX. The
O'Kearneys were a clannear Kinsale,in the county of Cork, where
they are placed on the Map of Ortelius, and are mentioned by
O'Heerin as chiefs of Hy Floinn. XXXI. TheO'Riordans were a

clan of note in Muskerry, in the county of Cork, and distinguished

military chiefs in ancient times. Of this family was the late Dr.

O'Riordan of Limerick, a distinguished Irish scholar, and patron

of the late Peter O'Connell, the compiler of an Irish Dictionary,

which has been described in the note on Thomond. XXXII. The
O'Crowleys are mentioned by Smith as chiefs of Kilshallow, west
of Bandon, in the county of Cork, and originally a clan from

Connauaht. XXXIII. TheO'Murphys, originally from Wexford,

are mentioned by Smith as a numerous clan in Muskerry, and

there are many respectable families of the name in the city of

Cork. XXXIV. The O'Aherns, 0'Ronaynes,and O'Heynes, were
also old and respectable families in the county of Cork. Of the

O'Creaghs and O'Gradys, of whom an account has been given in

the note on Thomond, there are several respectable families in the

county of Cork.

The following have been the chiefs and clans in Kerry, in an-

cient and modern times. I. O'Concobhair or O'Conors, styled by

O'Heerin kings or princes of Kerry, who thus mentions them
in his topographical poem :

—

" Fagbham siol Conaire cliach,

Riograidhe Ema na nor sciath,

Taile ar nucht ar fein Fearguis,

As ceim a hucht fheicheamhnuis.

" Hi Ciarraighe os clannaibh Ceir,

O'Concobhair coir doisein,

Cele clair an niiodhf huinn mir,

On traigh co Sionaind sruithghil.

" Let us leave the race of Conary of battles,

The princes of Ema of the golden shields,

We come to our friends the race of Fergus,

Tliey are entitled to command our attention.

" The king of Kerry over the clans of Ciar,

O'Conor rules that land by right.

Chief of the plain of fertile fields,

From the strand to the Shannon of clear streams."

The Ciar above-mentioned was son of Fergus Mac Roy, king of Ul-

ster, by Meava, the celebrated queen of Connaught, and having

settled in Munster, in the iirst century, as already explained in the

preceding part of this article, he became possessed of the greater

part of the territory, afterwards called Kerry, which derived its

name from him, being named Clarrioyhnclit, signifying Ciar's

kingdom, also written in Irish as above, Ciarraigh, and sometimes

Ciaraidh. This Ciar and his posterity of the Irian race possessed

the territory called lar Mumhan, or West Munster, which com-

prised the north-western half of the present county of Kerry, with

a part of Limerick, as already explained. Of the race of Ciar

were some eminent persons in early times, as St. Brendan ofKerry,

in the sixth century, the founder of the see of Ardfert, and many
monasteries ; and St. Carthach or Mochuda, who in the seventh

century founded the college of Lisniore, in Waterford, which was

long celebrated as a seat of literature, and attended by students
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and plundered the district on that occasion, Donal,

son of Murtogh (O'Conor) waited on O'Donnell,

made peace with him, paid him his tribute, and

from all parts of Europe. Torna Eigeas, the celebrated bard to

the monarch Niall of the Hostages in tlie fifth century, was also

of the same race. Mac Beatach, king of Ciaraidhe Luachra, the

ancient name of West Kerry, fouglit under Brian Boru, at the

battle of Clontarf. According to a printed pedigree of the O'Conors

Kerry, they took their name from Con, one of their chiefs in the

eleventh century, and from Ciar their great ancestor, thus mak-
ing the word Conciar or Coniar, anglicised O'Conor ; or according

to others they took their name from Conchobhar or Conor, one of

their ancient chiefs. Of the O'Conors Kerry, several distin-

guished chiefs are mentioned in tlie Four Masters, and Annals of

Inisfallen, from the twelfth to the sixteenth century ; they were

very powerful, and in ancient times styled kings and princes of

Kerry. In the thirteenth century, the Fitzmanrices, earls of

Kerry, got much of the possessions of the O'Conors, whose an-

cient principality was diminished to the territory called Oireacht-

ui-Chonchobhair, signifying the inheritanceofO'Conor, now forming

the barony of Iraiihticonor. The O'Conors Kerry had several strong

castles, the chief of which was that of Carrigafoile, at the small

island of Carrig, near the mouth ofthe Shannon, but after the Eliza-

hethian and Cromwellian wars, most of their estates were confis-

cated. According to Lodge's Peerage, several of the O'Conors,

lords of Kerry, were connected by marriage alliances with the

Fitzmanrices, earls of Kerry, and they were also connected by

intermarriages with the O'Connells of Kerry. There are several re-

spectable families of the O'Conors in Cork and Kerry, and some of

them have been distinguished officers in the service of France and

Naples. The chief representative of the ancient fiimily of the

O'Conors Kerry, and maternally descended from the O'Connells

of Kerry, is Captain Daniel O'Connell O'Conor, at present an officer

in the Austrian service. II. O'Donchadha or O'Donoghoes, given

by O'Heerin as chiefs of Lough Lein, and also of Clan Seall)huidhe,

aiid thus designated in his topography, together with the O'CarroUs

:

" O'Donoghoe of Lough Leine,

And of the Fleisg who are full powerful,

Rule over the Clan Shalvey,

They are men of happiness in Munster."

" O'Donoghoe of Lough Lein,

He is prince of that Eoganacht,

O'Carroll is there our friend,

Of pure and noble origin."

O'Brien, at the word Donchu, states, that the Donoghoes were of

the Eugenian race, and originally settled in that part of Desmond,

now the county of Cork, where they possessed a large territory,

extending from Iniskean to the borders of Bantry, and from thence

northward to Ballyvurny and Macroom, comprising the district

called Iveleary (which is part of Carbery), and also a great por-

tion of Muskerry ; but hi the twelfth century, the O'Donoghoes

were expelled from Cork by the Mac Carthys and O'Mahonys, and

settled in Kerry, where they became proprietors of all the country

about Lough Lein and Killarney. From the tenth to the thir-

teenth century, several distinguished chiefs of the O'Donoghoes

are mentioned in the Annals of Inisfallen, and they are styled

kings and princes of the Eoganacht of Lough Lein. The O'Do-
noghoes continued powerful chiefs down to the reign of Elizabeth,

when, in consequence of having joined the earls of "Tyrone and Des-

mond, most of their estates were confiscated. The O'Donoghoes

were divided hito two great branches, namely, those of Lough

Lein and those of Glenflesk, the latter called O'Donoghoe More.

The O'Donoghoes, lords of Lough Lein, had their chief castle at

Ross Island, on one of the lakes of KilLirney, the romantic ruins

of which still remain. The O'Donoghoes of Lough Lein or Ross,

according to Windele, are now extinct ; but the O'Donoghoe of

the Glens still holds a great deal of the extensive possessions of

his ancestors. Some hiteresting accounts of the O'Donoghoes will

be found in Windele's Notices of Cork and Killarney. III.

O'Domhnaill or O'Donnell, of the same race as the O'Doooghoes,

restored the hostages previously taken from Tir-

connell.

A contest arose between O'Rourke (of Leitrim)

is given by O'Heerin as a chief of Clan Shalvey, and mentioned as

follows :

—

" Clan Shalvey of the limpid streams,

Recorded as a well known land.

Belongs to O'Donnell of the powerful hand,

M'ho took possession of the brown nut plaui."

IV. The O'Carrolls, princes of Lough Lein, are mentioned by
O'Heerin, and also in the Annals of Inisfallen, in the eleventh and

twelfth centuries. V. O'Failbhe or O'Falvey, given by O'Heerin as

chief of Corca Duihhne, and of the territory from the Mang, west-

ward toFiontraigh orVentry. Corca Duibhne, is now the barony

of Corcaguiney, in the county of Kerry. The O'Falveys are men-
tioned by O'Brien, at the words Corca Duibhne and Failbhe, also

as lords of Ihherathu, now the barony of Iveragh in Kerry. The
O'Falveys were powerful chiefs, and in ancient times held the

rank of hereditary admirals of Desmond. VI. O'Seadha or

O'Shea, is also given as a chief of Ibh Ratha or Iveragh. VII.

O'Conghaill or O'Connell, is given by O'Heerin, as chief of Magh
O g-Coiiichiiin, now the barony of Magonihy, in Kerry. These
O'Connells it appears were a branch of the O'Connells, the ancient

lords of Hy Couaill Gawra, now the baronies of Upiier and Lower
Conello, in the county of Limerick, which, as already stated,

formed a part of West Munster. An account of the O'Connells

of Clare, Limerick, and Kerry, has been given in the note on

Thomond, and in Burke's History of the Commoners, will be

found accounts ofseveral chiefs ofthe O'Connells of Kerry, who were
formerly styled lords of Bally Carberry, in the barony of Iveragh.

The best authorities on the ancient chiefs ot Kerry, are the topo-

graphical accounts in O'Brien's Irish Dictionary, O'Halloran,

Smith's Kerry, Windele, &c., but particularly O'lleerin's Topo-

graphy of Munster, a work of undoubted authority, written in the

fourteenth century, and now for the first time translated from

the Irish MS., and embodied in those notes. The three last-men-

tioned chiefs are stated by O'Heerin, in his topography, to be of the

race of Clan Conaire, that is the descendants of Conary XI.,

monarch of Ireland, in the beginning of the third century, who
was of the race of the Clanna Deaga of Munster, of whom an ac-

count has been given in the preceding part of this article, and also

in the note on Thomond, where it has been shewn that Cairbre

Riada, sou of the monarch Conary, in the third century, settled

the Irish colony in North Britain or Alhan, afterwards called

Scotland, from whom were descended the ancient Scottish kings

and the House of Stuart. The above chiefs are thus designated

by O'Heerin

:

" After the battalions of Clar Broine,

Let us treat of the clans of Conary,

Fine Fenian heroes from Tulaich-an-Trir (an ancient

name of Tara),

Rulers in Munster of the smooth flowing streams.

" Three chiefs who possessed the lands,

Of Corca Duivney of the fine forces,

O'Falvey the warrior, and O'Shea,

The strengthening bond of the eastern parts.

" O'Connell of the sharp swords

Rules over the shaded fortresses of Magonihy,
Like a stately tree in the hazel woods,

Is the Munster leader of the cavalry forces.

From Mang, westward, is the estate.

Possessed by O'Falvey as far as Ventry,

Without dispute an extensive land.

Was obtained hy O'Shea, chief of Iveragh."

VIII. O'Laoghain, probably O'Leyne, chief of Hy Fearba; and

O'Duibhduin, chief of Hy Flannain, districts in the county

of Kerry, are thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—
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and the Mac Donoghs (of Sligo) ; and Donal, son of

Murtogh (O'Conor), joined the Mac Donoghs

against O'Rourke.

" O'Laoghain, a warrior of fame,

We found him over Hy Fearba,

O'Caithneandaigh obtained tlie land,

Firmly settled under the high hills of Cualan.

" Hy Flannain an extensive land,

A verdant country of delightful streams,

O'Duivdin over the fertile soil.

Rules as its chief and protecting lord."

IX. The O'Neides and Clan Conary are given as chiefs of All-

traighe, or of Clar Ciarraidhe, that is, the Plain of Kerry, and
thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

" The men of Alltraighe maintain.

Two chiefs of the plain of Kerry,

A elan the most active in pitch of battle.

Their chiefs are O'Neide and Clan Conary."

X. O'Dunodaidh or O'Dunady, chief of Slieve Luachra, that is,

the district about the mountain of Slievlogher, on the borders of

Limerick and Kerry, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin—
*' The plain of Luachra, a productive country,

Belongs to the liberal O'Dunady,
A tribe of hard-fighting battles,

A district of fair well-watered lands."

XL O'iluircheartaigh or O'Moriarty, and O'Hionnasbhain,

chiefs of Aos Aisde of Orlar Eltaigh, are thus mentioned by
O'Heerin :

—

" Aos Aisde of the plain of flocks,

Which the chief O'Moriarty obtained,

A fair country of blooming aspect,

Which was possessed by O'Hiunesvan."

Tlie O'Moriartys had the parish of Templenoe, and some adjoining

districts in the barony of Dunkerron. XU. The MacGillicuddys,

a branch of the O'SuUivans, were chiefs of a territory in the

barony of Dunkerron, and from them the mountains called JIae

Gillicuddy's Reeks got their name. There are several respectable

families of them in Kerry, some ofwhom have anglicised the name to

Archdeacon. The bead of the family is styled ;Mac Gillicuddy of

the Reeks. XIIL The Mac EUigotts, an ancient family in Kerry,

from whom the parish of Ballymacelligott, in the barony of Trugh-
enackmy, got its name. In Lodge's Peerage, in his account of

the earls of Kerry, it is stated that in the latter end of the thir-

teenth century, one of the Fitzmaurices, earl of Kerry, was mar-
ried to the daughter of sir John Mac Leod of Galway, and that

others of those Mac Leods of the same family settled in Kerry,

and the name was changed to Mac EUigott ; thus it would appear
that the Mac EUigotts are descended from the Scottish clan of

the Mac Leods. Some of the Mac EUigotts were distinguished

officers in the service of foreign states, amongst others Baron
M.1C Elligott, a major-general in the Austrian service, under the

empress Maria Theresa. Some of the Mac EUigotts who resided

in Limerick about twenty years ago, were eminent Irish scholars.

XIV. The Mac Finneens, according to some, a branch of the Mac
Carthys, or according to others, of the O'SuUivans ; the Mae
Crehans ; the O'Scanlans ; and O'Hameys, were also clans of

note in Kerry.

Anglo-Xorman and EnglUhfamilies in Desmond, As already

stated, king Henry II. gave a grant of the kingdom of Cork or

Desmond to Robert Fitzstephen, and to Milo de Cogan. The
Fitzgeralds, descended from the Anglo-Norman chief, Maurice
Fitzgerald, of whom an account has been given in a note in these

Amials, at the year li24, got large possessions in Cork and Kerry,

Manus, son of Malachy Mac Manus, was slain

by the sons of Mac Donogh and Mulroony Mac
Donosh.

and were created earls of Desmond in the reign of Edward III.

.\nother branch of the Fitzgeralds, also descended from ilaurice

Fitzgerald, became earls of Kildare. The earls of Desmond be-

came one of the most powerful families in Munster, and several

of them were lords deputies of Ireland in the fourteenth and fif-

teenth centuries. Gerald Fitzgerald, sixteenth earl of Desmond,
was one of the greatest subjects in Europe, held the rank of a

Prince Palatine, with all the authority of a provincial king;

had many strong castles, and his vast possessions extended 150

miles over the counties of Cork, Kerry, Limerick, and Waterford,

comprising nearly six hundred thousand acres of profitable

land, independent of immense tracts of waste lands, notsurveyed,

so that his entire property amounted to nearly one million of acres.

He had an immense number of vassals, and could raise at a call

a force of two thousand foot and six hundred horse, and had be-

sides, in his retinue of his own kindred, five hundred gentlemen of

the Fitzgeralds. The earl of Desmond having resisted the Re-
formation in the reign of Elizabeth, and waged war against the

English government, his forces after long contests were defeated,

and he himself was slain by one Kelly, an Irish soldier, in a glen

near Castle Island, in the county of Kerry, on the 11th of No-
vember, 1.583 ; his head was cut off and sent to England by
Thomas Butler, earl of Ormond, as a present to the queen, who
caused it to be fixed on London bridge. His son, James, suc-

ceeded to the title, but died soon after. James Fitzgerald, ne-

jihew of Gerald, earl of Desmond, attempting to recover the es-

tates and honours of his ancestors, took up arms, and joined the

standard of Hugh 0'lveill,earl of Tyrone. He was styled earl of

Desmond, but his title not being recognised, he was designated

the siitj/in earl, .signifying the earl of straw. His forces bemg at

length defeated,and himself taken prisoner, he was sent to England

alons with Florence JIac Carthy, and imprisoned in the Tower of

London, where he lUed, A. D. 1UU8, and thus terminated the U-

lustrious house of Desmond. After his death the Fitzgeralds,

who were the chief representatives of this great family, went to

Spam, became commanders in the Spanish and .\u8trian service;

and were styled Counts of Desmond. Accounts of the Fitzgeralds,

earls of Desmond, will be found in Smith's Histories of Cork and

Kerry, Mac Geoghegan's Ireland, and Lodge's Peerage. The vast

estates of Gerald, earl of Desmond, were confiscated in the reign

of Elizabeth, and granted to various English settlers, called

planters or undertakers, on conditions that no planter should con-

vey any part of the lands to any of the mere Irish, and the Eng-

lish settlers were also prohibited to intermarry with the Irish,

and none of the Irish were to be maintained in any family. Of the

Desmond estates in Cork and Waterford Sir Walter Raleigh got

grants from Elizabeth of about forty thousand acres. Sir Walter

Raleigh resided some time near Yoiighal, and after his return

from a voyage to America, brought with him from Virginia the pota-

to-root, together with tobacco, being the first who had introduced

these articles into Ireland, and he planted the first potatoes in a

field near Youghal, about A.D. 1010. The other English settlers

who got grants of the Desmond estates in the county of Cork, were

Arthur Robins, 18,000 acres; Fane Beecher,12,000 acres ; Hugh
Worth, 12,000 acres; Arthur Hyde, 1-2,000 acres ; Sir Warham
St. Leger, 6,000 acres; Hugh Ciiffe, 6,000 acres; Sir Thomas

Norris, G,000 acres ; Sir .-irthur Hyde, 0,000 acres ; Thomas Say,

0,000 acres; Sir Richard Beacon, 0,000 acres; Edmond Spencer,

the poet, 3,000 acres. In the county of Kerry the following per-

sons got grants of the Desmond estates:—Sir William Herbert

about 13,000 acres ; Charles Herbert, about 4,000 acres ; Sir

Valentine Brown, ancestor of the earls of Kenmare, about 6,000

acres ; Sir Edward Denny, 6,000 acres; and some grants to the

families of Conway, Holly and others. Of the fandlies who got

the Desmond estates in Limerick, an account has been given in

the note on Thomond. The other principal Ji'orman and English

families of the coumy cf Cork, wc-e Ihe Cogans, Carews, Condons,

or Cantons, de Courcvs, Barrys, Bamwalls, Barretts, Roches,
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A.D. 1389.

The vicar of Iniscain (in Louth) died.

Niall Oge O'Neill was taken prisoner by the

English.

Mac Gibbons, and Fitzgibbons, branches of the Fitzgeralds ; the

Flemraings, Sarsfields, Naples, Martells, Percivals, Russells,

Pigotts, Prendergasts, Lombards, Lavallans, Morgans, Cotters,

Meaghs, Murroghs, Supples, Stackpotcs, Whites, Warrens,
Hodnetts, Hardings, Fields, Beeehers, Hydes, Jephsons, Garretts,

Kents, Delaliides, de Spencers, Deanes, Daunts, Vincents, Gardi-

ners, Beamishes, Courtnays, Cuifes, Cores, Hores, Newenhams,
&c. The Coppingers, Goulds, Gallways, Skiddys, and Terrys,

considered by O'Brien, Windele, and others, to be of Danish

descent, were in former times very numerous and powerful fami-

lies in Cork, and a vast number of them were lord mayors of that

city, from the fourteenth to the seventeenth century, as maybe seen

in Smith's History of Cork. The de Courcys were barons of Kin-

sale, and some of the family took the Irish name of Mac Patrick,

being descendants of one of the earls named Patrick. The de

Harrys, Anglo-Normans, became earls of Barryraore, and gave

name to the baronies of Barrymore and Barryroe ; some of them
took the name of Mac David. The Anglo-Norman family of de

la Rupe or Roche became viscounts of Fermoy, and their ter-

ritory was called Roche's country ; several of them were distin-

guished officers in the Irish Brigade in the service of France, and

others in the Spanish and Sardinian service. The Sarsfields,

Anglo-Normans, settled in Cork, and also in Limerick, and in tlie

fifteenth and si.Tteenth centuries, several of them were lord mayors
of Cork, and also of Dublin ; t!ie Sarsfields of Limerick were
created viscounts of Kilmallock, the first w-ho got the title being

sir Dominick Sarsfield, chief jvistice of the common pleas, in the

reign of James I. Patrick Sarsfielil of the same family was
created earl of Luean by James II., under whom he was cele-

brated as a commander of the Irish forces. Many of the Sars-

fields were distinguished generals in the service of France and
Spain ; and it may be here mentioned, that some of the de Lacys
and Browns of Limerick were amongst the most celebrated mi-
litary commanders in Europe, in the eighteenth century, as mar-
shals and generals in the Russian and Austrian service. Tiie

Barretts gave name to the l)arony of Barretts ; and the Condons
to the barony of Condons. The de Barnwalls, Anglo-Normans,
were styled lords of Bearliaven, and had large possessions in that

district, hut were expelled by tlie O'SuUivans, and having settled

in Dublin and Meath, founded several great families, as the Bam-
VN'alls, barons of Trimblestown and Turvey, and viscounts Kings-
land. Some of the family of Hodnelt took the Irish name of Mac
Sherry, and their chief residence was at Court JIac Sherry

;

from the Magners, Castle Magner got its name ; and from the

Hydes, Castlehyde. The Nagels had extensive possessions, and
from them the Nagles mountains derive their name ; of this family

was sir Richard Nagle, attorney-general to James II. The
Daunts, descended from tlie ancient family of Daunt, in Glouces-

tershire, held the lands ofTracton Abbey, which were leased to

Thomas Daunt by sir Warham St. Leger, in the reign of Elizabeth.

William Daunt, his brother, had also part of those lands, and
from these brothers are descended the Daunts ofNewboro', Slieve-

roe, Fahalea, Kilcaskan, and Tracton Abbey.
The following have been the chief Anglo-Norman and English

families in Kerry. The Fitzmaurices, earls of Kerry, descended
from Raymond le Gros, a celebrated warrior who came over with

Strongbow. Raymond having formed an alliance with Dermod
Mac Carthy, kincr of Desmond, got large grants of lands in Kerry,
in the territory called Lixnaw, which, from being possessed by his

son Maurice, got the name of Clanmaurice. From Maurice were
descended the Fitzmaurices, earls of Kerry. The other principal

English families were the Herberts, Browns, Stacks, Blenner-
hassetts, Crosbies, Dennys, Gunns, Godfreys, Morrises, Rices,

Springs, &c.

Nobility. The following have been the noble families in the

county of Cork, from the reign of king John to the present time.

Maurice Maol O'Conor Fairly was slain by the

cast of a javelin, at the church of Cluau Dathorc,'

by a man of the O'Kellys of Legi (Leix, Queen's

county).

The de Courcys, barons of Kinsale and Ringrone ; the Fitzgeralds,

earls of Desmond, barons of Decies, and seneschals of Imokilly.

One of the family of Preston was created earl of Desmond, and in

modem times the Fieldings, earls of Denbigh in England, have the

title of earls of Desmond. Itmay be remarked that the O'Briens,

earls of Thomond, have their chief residence in the county of Cork.

In the reign of Richard II., Edward Plantageuet, son of king

Edward III., was created earl of Cork, and Richard Plantagenet,

duke of York, viceroy of Ireland in 1449, was also earl of Cork
;

and it may be here remarked, that of the royal family, the dukes

of Clarence are earls of Munster. The Carews were created mar-
quesses of Cork. The Mac Carthys were earls of Clancare, earls

of Clancarthy, earls of Muskerry, and earls of Mountcashel. The
Rarrys, barons of Olethan, viscounts of Buttevant, and earls of

Barrymore. The Roches, barons of Castlelough, and viscounts of

Fermoy. The Boyles, barons of Youghal, Bandon, Broghill,

and Castlemartyr, viscounts of Dungarvan and Kinnalmeaky, earls

of Cork, Orrery, and Shannon, and earls of Burlington in England.

The Percivals, barons of Duhallow, Kanturk, and Arden, and

earls of Egmont. The St. Legers, viscounts of Doneraile ; the

Touchets, earls of Castlehaven ; the Bernards, earls of Bandon
;

the Wjiites, viscounts of Bearhaven, and earls of Bantry ; the

Berkleys and Chetwynds, viscounts of Bearhaven; the Brodericks,

viscounts Middleton; the Moores, earls of Charleville; and the

Moores, earls of Mountcashell ; the Kings, earls of Kingston ; the

O'Callaghans, viscounts of Lismore in Waterford, are originally

from Cork ; the Evanses, barons of Carbery ; the Deanes, barons

of Muskerry ; the Tonsons, barons of Riversdale ; and the family

of Cavendi^h, barons of Waterpark.

In Kerr;/ the following have been the noble families since

the reign of king John. 'The Fitzmaurices, barons of Lixnaw and

O'Dorney, viscounts of Clanmaurice, and earls of Kerry; the

Pettys or Fitzmaurice Pettys, barons of Dunkerron, viscounts

Clanmaurice, earls of Kerry, earls of Shelhurne, and marquesses

of Lansdown in England ; the Fitzgeralds, knights of Kerry ; the

Browns, earls of Kenmare, and viscounts of Castleross ; the Her-
berts, barons of Castleisland ; the Gages, viscounts of Castle-

island ; the Childs, viscounts of Castlemaine, and earls Tylney in

England ; the Monsons and Palmers, viscounts of Castlemaine
;

the Powers, viscounts of Valentia ; the Annesleys, viscounts of

Valentia ; the Crosbies, viscounts of Brandon, and earls of Gian-

dore; the Wynnes, barons Headley ; the de Moleynes, barons of

Ventry ; the Hares, barons of Ennismore, and earls of Listowel

;

and Thomas Spring Rice, baron Monteagle of Brandon.

Desmond was formed into the counties of Cork and Kerry, in

the reign of king John, A. D. 1210, but of the immense territory

comprised in those two counties, no description can be given in the

limits of this article, beyond the remark, that the inland and

ocean scenery of those counties is grand and beautiful, and that

their extensive hiays and noble harbours are amongst the finest in

any country. Down to as late as a century ago, the mountains of

Cork and Kerry were covered with ancient forests of oak, ash,

pine, alder, birch, hazel, and yews of immense size, and aftbrded

retreats to wolves, and numerous herds of red deer. Of the majes-

tic mountains and magnificent lakes of Kerry it is needless to

speak, celebrated as they are for sublime scenery and surpassing

beauty.

Ecdesinstical divisions.—The following are the bishops' sees in

Cork and Kerry ;

The see of Cori was founded by St. Barr, called Fin-Barr, in

the beginning of the seventh century. The diocese comprises,

together with the city, a large portion of the countyof Cork.

Tlie see of Cloyne was founded in the latter end of the sixth, or

beginning of the seventh century, by St. Colman, a disciple of

St. Fin-Barr of Cork. Cloyne is called in Irish Cluan Uama, sig-

nifying the Retreat of the Cave, and is latinised Cluanvania. The
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Malachy Cam O'Loghlin, lord ofCorcomroe
(in Clare), was treacherously slain by his own
brother.

diocese of Cloyne comprises about a third part of the county of
Cork.

The see ofRoss was founded in tlie beginning; of the sixth cen-
tury by St. Fachnan ; it was anciently called in Irish Ross Aili-

thri, si^ifying the Plain of Pilgrimage, and in modern times
Rosscarberry. Ross had in ancient times a college and Benedic-
tine monastery, and was long celebrated as a seat of learning, at-

tended by students from all parts of Ireland, and even from Bri-
tain. The diocese of Rossis very small, comprising only a few
parishes in the county of Cork, and has lieen generally united to

the see of Cloyne, and sometimes to that of Cork.
The see of Ardfert -was (onndeA, according; to some accounts,

as in Ware, Harris, and others, by St. Ert or Ere, in the latter

end of the fifth century, but Lani^an considers this account doubt-
ful, and is of opinion that St. Brendan of Kerry was its chief

founder in the sixth century, to whom its cathedral is dedicated,

as patron saint of the diocese, which is also sometimes mentioned
as the see of Ardfert Brendan. The see of Ardfert was also some-
times styled the archbishopric of lar Miirahan or West Munster,
and is also called the see of Kerry. Aghudoe, an ancient bishop's

see, situated near the abbey of Inisfallen and Lakes of Killamey,
was in very early times annexed to Ardfert. The united diocese

of Ardfert and Aghadoe is very large, comprehending the entire

county of Kerry, with a small portion of Cork.
Anc'tent literature. The following account of some ancient

Irish MSS. and other works, has been collected from Ware, Ni-
cholson's Historical Library, O'Reilly's Irish Writers, O'Conor's
Rer. Hib. Scrip., de Burgo's Hibcrnia Dominicana, Brennan's Ec-
clesiastical History, Smith's Cork and Kerry, and various other
sources.

The Annnh of Inisfollen. This work was written by the
learned monks of the abliey of Inisfallen, which was founded by
St. Finian, in the sixth century, on an island in the Lakes of Kil-

larney, and was long celebrated as a seat of learning and religion,

and tlie importance of this venerable sanctuary is shewn by some
interesting ruins, whicii still remain. These annals give some
sketches of ancient history, but commence principally at A. D.
252, and terminate at A. D 1320, thus giving a history of Ire-

land from the tliird to the fourteenth century, but more particu-

larly relate to the history of Munster. Amongst the authors of
of these annals are mentioned in O'Reilly's Irisli Writers at A. D.
1009, Mai Suthain O'CarrnU, lord of Lough Lein, and one of the
monks of Inisfallen, who died in this year, and is styled by the
Four Masters one of the most learned men of the western world

;

and at A. D. 1197, Giolla Patriiic O'lluidhir, monk of Inis-

fallen, a famous poet and historian. The original of these annals
is in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, and copies of them are in the

Duke of Buckingham's Library at Stowe, in the library of Trinity

College, Dublin, in that of the Royal Irish Academy, and an ex-
cellent copy in the library of Sir William Bethara. 'These annals
are also called the Annals of Munster, as relating chieriy to the
history of Munster, and have been translated into Latin, and pub-
lished in O'Conor's Rer. Hib. Scrip, down to A. D. 1088. These
annals, if properly translated from the Irish, and published with the
necessary annotations, would form a valuable contribution to an-
cient Irish history.

The Booti of Munster, a large work in MS., principally com-
piled from the ancient record called the Psalter of Cashel, con-
taining notices of the History of Ireland, from the earliest period
to the end of the fourteenth century, but particularly relating to

the history of Munster, giving accounts of its kings, chiefs, clans,

and principal families, with various and interesting information on
the ancient laws, arts, aiiriculture, commerce, manners and cus-
toms of the country. Copies of the Book of Munster are inserted

in the Books of Leacan and Ballymote, of which accounts have
been given in the note on North Connaught. The Book of Mun-
ster would be found very valuable if properly translated and pub-
lished with sufficient annotations. It may be here remarked that

Owen O'Rourke, and the sons of Cathal Oge
O'Conor, having gone to Caislean-an-uabhair, there

met with the cavalry of Muintir Hely, which

the translator of these Annals has, together with transcribing
copies of the Books of Leacan and Ballymote, for tlie Royal
Library at Windsor, as Irish Historiographer to their late Majes-
ties George IV., and William IV., also translated the greater part
of those books, having personally received instructions fur that
purpose from his Royal Highness the late Duke of Sussex, to the
effect, that translations of these great records, with annotations,

should accompany his copies in the royal library.

The Book of the Mac Bruodlns, compiled by the Mac Bruodins,
hereditary historians of Thomond, and particularly relating to the
affairs of Munster, is an ancient MS. often mentioned, and is

quoted as one of the records used in the compilation of the Annals
of the Four Masters.

The Booh of Fermoy, an ancient and valuable large Irish MS.
on vellum, relating to the general history of Ireland, but parti-

cularly to Munster, and originally compiled by the monks of
Fermoy, was a few years ago in the possession of William Monck
Mason, of Dublin, Esq., a learned collector of Irish MSS.

O'Heerbi^s Topography, described in the introduction to the
present publication, and in the note on Thomond, is a valuable

Irish MS. containing the topography of Leinster and Munster,
with an accomit of their chiefs and clans, and the territories pos-

sessed by each, in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. This

topography is perfectly authentic, and now translated for the first

time frcun the best copies extant, and the entire of it published and
embodied in the notes given in the course of these Annals, together

with literal translations of numerous passages from the topogra-

phical poem of O'Heerui, which accompanies the prose part of

his topography, and contains descriptions of the territories, with
designations of the various chiefs and clans. This topography was
compiled from personal inspection of the various places, by
Giollo-na-Neev O'Heerin, a learned poet and historian, whose
death is mentioned at the year 1420, in O'Reilly's Irish Writers,

and the Annals of the Four Masters. O'Brien, in his Irish Dic-

tionary, mentions O'Heerin as an authority on his topography,

under the name of Mac Fergail, under which name he is also

mentioned by various Munster writers.

Florence Mac Cori/ii/, a native of Cork, is mentioned in Keating's

Ireland, under the reign of Malachy II., as an eminent Irish an-

nalist in the fifteenth century, wlio wrote a general history of

Ireland, which work is stated by Ware to be in the library of

Trinity College, Dublin.

JJonal O'Fihetly, a native of Cork in the fifteenth century,

studied at Oxford, and is mentioned by Ware as having written

the Annals of Ireland in the Irish language.

Maurice O'Fihelly, a native of Cork, was bom at Baltimore

(the ancient seat of the O'Fihellys); hence he was called Maurice
de Portu. He became a Franciscan friar, and was a long time a

lecturerof the imiversity at Padua, and celebrated not only over

Italy, but throughout IJurope, as one of the most learned men of

the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, eminent for his piety, and

extraordinary knowledge of theology, logic, philosophy, and meta-

physics, and for his great endowments was designated Flos

Mundi, or the Flower of the World. He was held in particular

esteem by Pope Julius II., who, in the year 1506, advanced him to

the archiepiscopal see of Tuara. He attended the council of

Lateran in 1515, but, on his return to Ireland, died in 1516, about

the 50th year of his age, and was buried in the Franciscan monas-

tery at Galway. An account of his life and various works will

be found in Ware's Bishops, and Brennan's Ecclesiastical His-

tory.

Historice Catholicce Hibertiiff Compendium, alarge Latin work

in 4to., published at Lisbon, A. D. 1021, written by Philip O'Sul-

livan Beara, a descendant of the O'Sullivans, ancient princes of

Beara, in the county of Cork, who was a sea captain in the Spanish

service under king Philip IV. This work gives an account of the

history and antiquities of Ireland from the earliest times, but par-

ticularly of the wars in the reign of Elizabeth, from A. D. 1588 to
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they put to flight, and slew Manus O'Hely and

others at that place, after which they plundered

MuintirHely and slewMurtogh O'Hely. O'Rourke,

1003, and also of events in the reign of James I. to A. D. 1618.

Tliis worlt is very rare, but, if translated and published, would form

a valuable contribution to Irish history, O'SuIlivan wrote several

other learned works on the Lives of the Irish Saints and on Ecclesi-

astical History.

Pacata Hibcrnia, or Ireland Pacified, giving an account of the

wars in the latter end of the reign of Elizabeth, from A. D. 1599

to 1G02, particularly with reference to tlie events in Munster, in

the counties of Cork and Kerry, and the battles fought with the

Irish forces under Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, and with the

Spaniards at Kinsale, compiled by sir George Carew, lord president

of Munster, afterwards earl of Totness, iirst published in London,
A. D. 1633, but since re-published.

Hibernia Anglicann, containing a history of Ireland from the

English invasion to the reign of Charles II., written by sir Richard
Cox, a native of Bandon, in tiie county of Cork, who was a judge
of tlie Common Pleas, and afterwards lord chancellor of Ireland,

published in tw'o volumes 4to., in London, 1689.

Edmond Spencer, the celebrated poet, was secretary to the

lord deputy Arthur Grey, in the reign of Elizabeth, got large

grants of the Desmond estates, in the county of Cork, and resided

at the castle of Kilcoleman, near Doneraile, where he composed
his great work The Faert/ Queen, which abounds in many beau-

tiful descriptions of scenery in Munster. Spencer also wrote a

work called A View of Ireland, which contains much curious

information on the history and antiquities of the country.

Daniel O^Daly, styled Douiinicus de Rosario, a native of Kerry,

studied in Spain, was a lecturer at Louvain, and was a man of

great learning and piety ; he was patronised by Philip IV., king

of Spain, and by Johu, duke of Braganza, and founded the Irish

Dominican colitge at Lisbon, A. D. 1G.J9 ; he was elected bishop

ti't Coimbra, and died \. D. lOO'i, in the 67 th year of his age. He
published at Lisbon, in Iftjo, a Latin work giving a history of the

Geraldines , earls of Desmond, and lords Palatine of Kerry.

Frnncit Mathews and John. Ponce, were learned Franciscans,

natives of the city of Cork, in the seventeenth century, and an
account of their works is given in Brennau's Ecclesiastical History.

John O'Connell, Unman Catholic bishop of Ardfert, is men-
tioned in O'Reilly's Writers at the year l{i59, as the author of a

metrical work in Irish, on the history of Ireland.

Maurice O'Connell, M. D., of Cork, a learned physician, called

the Irish Sydenham, published in 3 746, in Latin j a valuable medi-
cal work, particularly on epidemic diseases. There have been

several of the O'(":onors of Cork and Kerry learned writers.

Berniird O'C'onor, a native of Kerry, studied medicine at

Montpelier and Paris ; went to Poland, where he was well re-

ceived at the court of king John Sobieski, who appointed him his

chief physician. He afterwards read lectures in Oxford and Lon-
don, and became a fellow of the Royal Society ; he published some
works on medicine, and also a History of Poland; he died

A.D. 1698. Dermod O'C'onor, a native of Kerry, an Irish

scholar, translated and published, A.D. I7'23, Keating's History

of Ireland. Brum O'Conor, of Kerry, is stated in the Disserta-

tions of Charles O'Conor to have coin])iled a History of the county

of Kerry, about the year 1770, which work, it is said, still remains

in MS., in the collections of the Marquess of Lansdowne Daniel
Poderick O'Conor, of Cork, published about the year 1798 a

work on Irish history and antiquities, in two volumes octavo.

Roger O'Conor, of Cork, brother of the celebrated Arthur O'Con-
nor, published in London in 18'22, in two volumes octavo, the

Chronicles of Eri, a work containing much curious matter on
Irish history and antiquities, but mixed with romance.

OBrien's Pound T'oice/s', written by Henry O'Brien, said to be a

nativeof Cork or Clare, who died in London a few yearsago. Hewas
a young man of great abilities and acquirements, particularly in

oriental literature, and published in London, in 1832, a curious and

learned work on the round towers of Ireland, in which he ascribes

their erection to the Tuath de Danans, and intended for that form

Donal, the son of Murtogh (O'Conor), and the

Mac Donoghs made peace with each other ; Mac
Dermott and the Mac Donoghs also made peace

;

of pagan worship, denominated Buddhism, and for astronomical

observations.

George Berkeley, bishop of Cloyne, died in 1753, an eminent

philosopher, whose works are well known.

The Boi/les, earls of Cork, Orrery, and Burlington, were many
of them distinguished in the literary world, in the seventeenth

and eighteenth centuries, and of this family was Robert Boyle, the

great philosopher.

Arthur O'Leary, a native of the county of Cork, a Fran-

ciscan or Capuchin friar, was a man of great learning and wit,

and one of the most celebrated political writers of the last cen-

tury ; he died in London in 1802, in the 73rd year of his age, and

was buried in the church-yard of St. Pancreas, in that city, where
a monument was erected to his memory by the earl of Moira.

Pichard Parr, a native of Ferraoy, a learned clergyman, who
died A.D. 1670, wrote a life of Archbishop Usher.

Smith's History o/ Cori, two volumes 8vo, written by Charles

Smith, M.D., a native of Cork, published A. D. 1750, republished

in Dublui, A.D. 1774. Hiatory of Kerry, also written by Dr.

Smith, one volume 8vo, and publisiied about the same time j Dr.

Smith likewise wrote a history of Waterford.

Statistical Survey of Cork, by the Rev. Horatio Townsend,

published hi Dublin in 1810.

Not'ices of Cork and Kerry, by J. Wmdele, published at Cork,

in 1839.

Campbell's Survey ofthe South ofIreland,'m letters addressed

to John Watkinson, M.D., published in 1778, contains much in-

teresting information on Irish history and antiquities, particularly

on the counties of Cork, Lituerick and Tipperary.

O' Dri.icoU's Views of Ireland, a work on political and religi-

ous matters, published in London in 1823, was written by John
O'Driscoll, a native of Cork, and judge in the Island of Dominica,

who also published in 1827 a History of Ireland in two volumes.

James Cnvanagh Murphy, a native of Cork, travelled in

Spuin and Portugal, and died in London in 1814, was an eminent

architect, and wrote a celebrated work on the remains of Arabian

architecture and antiquities in Spain.

Amongst the learned men of Cork may be mentioned the Right

Rev. John Murphy, R. C. bishop of Cork, who has collected one of

the finest libraries in Ireland, particularly rich in Irish literature.

Cork has produced various other persons eminent for their ge-

nius, and distinguished in arts and literature ; anumgst the ar-

tists may be mentioned James Barry, a native of Cork, who died

in London in 1806, an eminent painter, whose productions rival

those of the great masters of Italy ; and John O'Kcffe, Samuel

Forde, Daniel Mac Clise, highly distinguished painters, and John

Hogan, one of the tirst sculptors of the present age. Amongst the

dramatists, novelists, and poets, may be mentioned O'Keefi'e, the

dramatist, in the last century ; and Slieridan Knowles, a dis-

tinguished dramatist of the present day ; Dr. M'illiara Maginn,

well known as a writer in Frazer's and Blackwood's Magazines;

the Rev. Francis Mahony, the celebrated Father Front of Frazer;

Thomas Crofton Croker, author of Fairy Legends ; Gerald Grif-

fin, a great poet and dramatist; Richard Milikin, a poet and no-

velist, and Miss Milikin, a novelist; Jeremiah Joseph Callanan, a

poet ; John Augustine Sliea, a poet ; P. Meagher, a poet.

Owen O'Keijfe, mentioned in O'Reilly's Irish Writers at the

year 1720, as jiresident of the great bardic assemblies of Munster,

held at Charleville, in the county of Cork, wrote many interest-

ing Irish poems, amongst others one on the Battle of Aughrim.

John Clarach Mac Donnell, a native of Charleville, died A.D.
1754, was a learned historian and poet, and president of the bar-

dic assemblies of JMunster. He wrote many excellent poems in

Irish, particularly Jacobite songs, which are now in course of

publication, translated by John Daly of Kilkenny, with elegant

metrical versions by Edward Walsh, Esq. ; and many of these

poems have been also translated with great taste, and published

by Conor Mac Sweeny, Esq., a learned Irish scholar.
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and the hostages which were previously taken from

the Mac Donoghs were restored, and Cathal Mac
Dermott, who was in confinement with the Mac
Donoghs, was liberated after they had con-

cluded the peace.

Donal, son of Murtogh (O'Conor), plundered

Tirconnell.

Rannall Mac Rourke, chief of Teallach Con-

mara, died.

Bryan, son of Donal Oge O'Reilly, was slain by

the Clan Murtogh (O'Conors).

Manus O'Rourke was treacherously taken pri-

soner by Cormac O'Ferrall.

Aifric, daughter of Hugh O'Neill, the wife of

Henry Aimreidli O'NeUl, died.

A.D. 1390.

Niall O'Tully, acanonof the chapter of Clogher

and abbot of Devenish, (in Fermanagh), died.

Petrus O'Heoghain, dean of Lough Erne, (dio-

cese of Clogher), and Bartholomew O'Conolly, ca-

non and sacristy of Lisgoole (in Fermanagh), died.

A great contention arose among O'Rourke,

O'Reilly, the people of Annaly (O'Ferralls of

Longford), and the Muintir Eoluis (Mac Rannalls

of Leitrim) ; and the Clan Murtogh (O'Conors,

Sligo), were induced to join in the contest at the

instigation of Donal Mac Murtogh and Tomaltach

Mac Donogh.

Manus O'Rourke, who was in confinement with

O'Reilly in the castle ofLough Oughter, made his

Amongst the eminent men of Cork, are to be mentioned Edmond
Burke, the Irish Cicero, one of the most illustrious orators and

statesmen that have appeared in any age ; he was maternally de-

scended from the Naples of Cork, and his father was also a na-

tive of tliat county. John Philpot Curran, a native of Newmar-
ket, in the county of Cork, master of the Rolls in Ireland, an un-

rivalled wit, orator, and advocate, and Barry Yelverton, an

eminent judge, orator, and statesman, was also a native of Cork.

As the most eminent native of Kerry, and one of the greatest ora-

tors Ireland has produced, may be mentioned Daniel O'Connell,

the Irish Demosthenes, a man whose fame requires no eulogium.

Aeeoimts of numerous eminent bards and historians of JIunster,

and of other parts of Ireland, from the earliest ages to the eigh-

teenth century, will be given in the course of the notes to these

Annals-
A. D. 1388.

1. O'Cuirnm. Tlie O'Cuirnins were a respectable clan in the

parish of KiUargy, county of Leitrim, and several of them were

eminent poets and historiographers of Brefney.

A. D. 1380.

1. Cluan-da-thorc, now Clonehorke, a parish in the Kmg's

escape therefrom and fled to the castle of Lough
Scur (in Leitrim), but was, however, betrayed to

the Clan Murtogh, who slew him while in the act

of coming out of a boat.

A peace was concluded between O'Rourke and
O'Reilly, and O'Reilly received great presents for

having expelled and banished from him O'Rourke's
enemies ; and Owen O'Rourke, and the son of Ca-
thal Riavach, were given him as securities for these

presents.

The Clan Murtogh (O'Conors, Sligo), and the

people ofTullyhunco (the Mac Tiernans of Cavan)

having proceeded to take by force from the

O'Rourkes the districts of Fiodh-na-Fionnoige,

Sluagh Corrain, and Kinel Luachain (districts in

Leitrim) ; O'Rourke on receiving intelligence of

this, he being then at Gleann Gaibhle (Glan-

gevlin), marched his light forces to the upper

part of Kinel Luachain, where he attacked and
defeated them, and continued pursuing and slay-

ing them and their people from Beal-Atha-Derry-

Dubhain, as far as the Hills of Brefney.

O'Reilly, that is, Thomas, the son of Mahon,
died ; and John, son of Philip O'Reilly, assumed
the lordship.

The castle of Kilbarron' was demolished by
Donal Mac Mortogh (O'Conor Sligo).

BiyanMacEgan, chief Brehon of Brefney, died;

and John Mac Egan, the official, successor of

Bryan, was killed three nights after Christmas.

Duignan O'Duigenan," chief historian of Con-
maicne, died.

Fergal O'Hara, lord of Lieney (in Sligo), died.

county, on the borders of the Queen's county, near Portarlington.

A. D. 1390.

1. CUl Barrainne, now Killbarron, near Ballyshannon, in the

county of Donegal, which castle belonged to the O'CIerys, the

bards and historians of the O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnell, and

the celebrated authors of the Annals of the Four JIasters. This

castle was situated on a wild rock, overhanging the Atlantic, and
some of its ruins still remain.

2. O'DuihIigionnnin or O'Duigenan. The O'Duigenan here

mentioned as the historian of Conmaicne, was historiographer of

Leitrim. Several of the O'Duigenans, learned men and historians,

are mentioned in the course of these annals ; many of them were
abbots of Fenagh, in Leitrim, and they are also often mentioned

as erenachsand superiors of the church of Kilronan, in the county

of Roscommon, which was so called from being dedicated to St.

Ronan. The O'Duigenans compiled a learned work on Irish his-

tory, still extant in MS., and called the Book of the O'Duigenans,

or Book of Kilronan, and they also assisted in compiling the ce-

lebrated work on Irish history called the Book of Ballymote, of

w-hich an account has been given in the note on North Connauglit.

It appears that the O'Duigenans were chiefs in the parish of Kil-
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A.D. 1391.

O'Rourke (that is, Tiarnan), proceeded with a

small body of his forces to Drumlanc (in Cavan),

to hold a conference with John O'Reilly, but

when the Clan Murtogh O'Conors received intel-

ligence of it, they marched with a force before

him to Bealach-an-Crionn ; O'Rourke with his

small party attacked and defeated them, and he

slew with his own hand John, son of Mahon
O'Conor, and Donogh, son of Hugh of the Plume,

besides all those that fell by his party.

Donal Oge Mac Carthy, lord of Desmond, died,

and was succeeded in the lordship by his son

Teige.

O'Hanlon, chief of Oirior (in Armagh), was

treacherously slain by his own kinsman.

Cu-uladh Mac Gillmore of Mourne, chief of

Nercacein and Lecale (in county of Down), was

slain by his own kinsman.

Teige, son of Gillcoluim O'Higgin, and Bebinn,

daughter of O'Maolconiy (of Roscommon), a

learned professor ofpoetry and humanity, died after

repentance.

Cormac Maol O'Ferrall was treacherously slain

by the Enghsh.

A.D. 1392.

Gregory O'Moghan, archbishop of Tuam, a man
distinguished for his piety and charity, died.

Henry Aimreidh, son of Niall More O'Neill,

the heir presumptive of Tyrone, and also a worthy

heir to the throne of Ireland, by right, nobility,

and hos])itality, died about the festival of St. Bren-

nan, after having gained the victory of extreme

unction and repentance.

Donal, son of Henry O'Neill, was taken prisoner

by Torlogh of the Wine O'Donnell, lord of Tircon-

nell, who committed great depredations and inju-

ries on the son of Henry and his people, the same

day.

Niall O'Neill, king of Tyrone, accompanied by

the chiefs of the province, marched with a great

force against the English of Traghbally and Dun-

dalk, whom he broughtunder subjection on that oc-

ronan, barony of Boyle, county of Roscomnion, which was part of

the territory of the Mac Derinotts, princes orMoylurg, and in which
parish are situated near Lou<;h Alien, tlie celebrated Arigna Iron

and coal mines. In the cemetery of the ancient church of Kil-

rouan, now in ruins, were interred the remains of Torlogh O'Ca-

casion, and SeffinWhite fell by him in the conflict.

O'Conor Don, accompanied by the greater por-

tion of the chiefs of Connaught, marched with a

great force into Hy Maine, and they burned and

completely plundered the country ; O'Conor Roe
followed them, and Cathal, son ofHugh O'Rourke,

having been in the rear of O'Conor Don's party,

was taken prisoner by O'Conor Roe, and many of

his people were slain.

The countess of Desmond, daughter of the earl

of Ormond, a benevolent and hospitable woman,
died after having gained the victory of repentance.

Torlogh Mac Brien of Cuanach (in Tipperary)
;

Roderick, son of Donogh O'Carroll, tanist of Ely
;

and Fionnguala, daughter of Manus, the son of

Cathal O'Conor, died.

Dermod Mac Geoghegan, chief of Kinel Fiacha,

died.

Niall O'Neill, with the sons of Henry O'Neill,

and all the Ultonians, marched with a great force

into Tirconnell, against Torlogh O'Donnell ; Donal

Mac Murtogh(O'Conor) and his kinsmen, marched

with another force against O'Donnell also ; the

people of the country fled with their cattle into the

fastnesses and inaccessible parts, while O'Donnell

with his army remained behind to defend the coun-

try ; the Conacian forces did not halt until they

reached Ceann Maghair (near Ballyshannon), and

seized on the property of that place ; O'Donnell

came up to them with his forces at this place, de-

feated them, and slew many of them, amongst

others the son of Donogh Mac Cabe ; as to O'Neill

and the sons of Henry, with their forces, they

plundered the territory of O'Dogherty, both

churches and country, and did not halt until they

came to Fearsad More, to give battle to O'Don-

nell ; the two armies remained there for some time

confronted, but at length they concluded a peace

with each other.

O'Donnell committed great depredations on the

sons of John O'Donnell, because they were the

persons who invited the Clan Murtogh( O'Conors of

Sligo), and directed the movements of the before-

mentioned forces.

rolan, the last and most celebrated of the Irish bards, who, in the

year 1738, died at the residence of his great patron Mae Dermott
Roe. The O'Duigenans werea branch of the southern Hy Nialls,

of whom an account has been given in the note on Meath.
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A.D. 1393,

OHN, son of Geoffrey O'Reilly,

bishop of Brefney (Kilmore), died.

MatthewO'Heoghain chaplain of

Iniskeen, and the priest O'Clerj',

died.

Hugh, son of Conor, son of To-

maltachMac Dermott, lord of Moy-
lui-g, a man distinguished for his

hospitality, died after the victory of

repentance, and his son Cathal was

afterwards drowned.

Mulroona, son of Fergal Mac
Dermott, assumed the lordship of Moylurg by the

influence and assistance ofTomaltach Mac Donogh.

The sons of Hugh Mac Dermott marched to

Cluain O'Coinnen, at the port of Lough Techet

(Lough O'Gara in Shgo), to make an attack upon

Mac Dermott ; both parties engaged in a conflict,

in which the sons of Hugh were defeated, and

Conor and Roderick, the sons of Hugh Mac Der-

mott, were taken prisoners, and Fergal, the son

of Donogh Riavach, was also taken, but afterwards

made his escape ; Donal Duv Mac Dermott and

many others were slain on that occasion.

Bryan, son of Malachy O'Kelly, tanist of Hy
Maine ; Fergal Mac Gauran, chief of Tullaghaw

(county of Cavan), a man of unbounded hospi-

tality to the clergy ; and Manus O'Hara, tanist

of Lieney, died.

A peace was concluded between the chiefs of

Moylurg, concerning the division of the patrimony,

and the releasing of their respective prisoners from

confinement.

Raghnailt, daughter of Hugh, son of Felim

O'Conor, a woman distinguished for her personal

figure and humanity ; Maurice Cam, son of

Roderick Mac Geoghegan ; and Bryan, son of

William Oge Mac Geoghegan, died.

Edina, daughter of Cathal Oge O'Conor, the wife

A.D. 1393.

I. cm Achaidh, now Killeigh, a town in the barony of Geas-

liill, King's county, where there are still some ruins of this abbey

and churches.

A.D. 1394.

1. T}ie King of England here mentioned was Richard II., of

whose proceedings in Ireland an account will be found in a note at

the year 1399.

2. Inis Caoin, now Inniskeen, in the barony of Farney, county

of Bryan, the son of Malachy O'Kelly ; and Donal

and Edmond, the sons of Malachy O'Kelly ; and

Dermod O'Flanagan, heir to the chieftaincy of

Tura, died.

The monastery of Kil Achaidh,' in the diocese

of Kildare, was erected by O'Conor Faily for

Franciscan friars.

A.D. 1394.

Richard, king of England,' arrived in Ireland

at Michaelmas ; he landed at Waterford from

whence he proceeded to Dublin.

Giolla Downaigh O'Heoghain, the oflScial of

Lough Erne, and parson and erenach of InisCaoin f
MatthewMacGiollacoiscly, vicar of Claoininis; and

Luke Mac Scully, vicar of Achaidh Urchair, died.

The earl of March (Mortimer) arrived in Ireland.

Teige Mac Giolla losa O'Flanagan, chief ofTura

(in Fermanagh), was slain by the sons of David

O'Flanagan and the sons of Murtogh O'Flanagan.

Hugh O'Dempsey was slain by the English

while in pursuit of a prey.

Thomas O'Dempsey, heir to the lordship ofGlen-

malire (in Queen's county), was slain by the English.

John Mac Jordan, the son of Myler, lord of the

town of Athleathan (in Mayo), was treacherously

slain by his own kinsmen, namely, the sons of

John Dexeter.

Art Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, marched

with a force against the English, and burned Ros

Mac Treoin' with its houses and castles, and car-

ried away with him gold, silver, and hostages.

The earl of Ormond marched with a force into

Leinster, and burned and laid waste Gailine, the

territory of O'Kelly, of Moy Druchtain, in Leix (in

Queen's county), after which he returned home.

Roderick, son of Roderick O'Neill, was slain

by the sons of Henry O'Neill.

Mac MuiTogh, that is. Art, son of Art, waged

war against the king of England and his

people, and many of them were slain by him ; he

of Monaghan, where there are some ruins of an ancient church and

a round tower. The official of Lough Erne signified the vicar-ge-

neral of the diocese ofClogher. Cliian Inis, now the parish of

Cleenish, near Lough Erne, in the county of Fermanagh. Achaidh

Urchair, now the parish of Aghalurclier, partly in Fermanagh

and partly in Tyrone, where there are still some ruins of the an-

cient church dedicated to St. Ronan.

3. Bos-mic-Triuin, also called Ross Glass, now Old Ross, in

the county of Wexford, where there was a castle erected by

Strongbow.

2 B
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finally came to the king's residence (Dublin cas-

tle), at the request of the English and Irish of

Leinster, where he was made prisoner, on a charge

made against him by the earl of Ormond, the lord

justice ; he was soon after set at liberty, but

O'Byrne, O'Moore, and John O'Mallain, were

kept in prison after him.

Thomas 3Iac William Burke, having waited on

the king at his residence, received great honors,

and was appointed lord and governor over the

English of Connaught.

Torlogh, son of Murtogh-na-Raithnighe O'Brien,

of the clan of Brian Roe, waged war against the

king's people in Munster and Leinster, and burned

and plundered the county of Limerick.

Camcluana O'Dugan was slain by the king of

England's people at Dublin.

Bryan, son of Mulroona, son of Fergal Mac
Dermott, the intended lord ofMoylurg, was killed

by Malachy Cleireach Mac Dermott, his uncle.

Teige O'Hagan (of Tyrone), a truly learned

poet, was killed by the sons of Cuchonacht O'Daly,

concerning the chief professorship to O'Neill.

A.D. 1395.

The young bishop O'Moghan (probably of

Tuam) died on his way to Rome.

O'Flannelly, vicar of Screen of St. Adamnan (in

Shgo), died.

The official O'Tuathail, \'icar of lomdha Feichin

(Lnmagh or Omey in Galway), a noble minded

man, who kept a house of hospitality, died.

O'Neill Buidhe died and was interred at Ar-

magh.

Philip, son of Hugh Mac Guire, lord of Fer-

managh, the supporter and defender of his ter-

ritory, a man whose good fame and noble character

extended over Ireland, died after the Adctory of

repentance, and Thomas Gilladuff Mac Guire, the

son of Philip, assumed the government of Fer-

managh.

Donal O'Muldoon of Lurg (in Fermanagh), was

treacherously taken prisoner by the sons of Art

Mac Guire, at Termon Dabeog (at Lough Dearg)
;

A.D. 1395.
1. Arrlsrntlia and Clochar Mac Daimliin, that is, Ardsrath,

or Ardstraw, and Clogher, both in the county of Tyrone, which

he was sent prisoner to O'Donnell, and died in

confinement.

Conor, son of Hugh Roe Mac Guire, was taken

prisoner by the Giolla Duv, that is, Thomas, and

by his brother Hugh Mac Guire, but he afterwards

effected his escape by the assistance of his son.

A party of the king of England's people having

gone to plunder Offaley, O'Conor followed them
to Tochar Cruachan (Croaghan, King's county),

where he slew a great many of them, and took

sixty of their horses. Another party of the

English, commanded by the earl marshal, went to

plunder Ely O'Carroll, and his people overtook

them, slew great numbers of them, and took many
of their horses.

Niall Oge, son of Niall, son of Hugh O'Neill

;

and Bryan O'Brien, the son of Mahon, made their

submission to the king of England.

Covlaigh More, daughter of Cathal, the son of

Donal O'Conor, who was the daughter of the king

of Connaught, a very wealthy and affluent woman,
of great hospitality, died after the victory ofrepen-

tance, and was biu-ied in the monastery of Boyle
;

she was called the protectress of the three enemies,

having been the wife of Niall O'Donnell, lord of

Tirconnell ; of Hugh O'Rourke, lord of Brefney

;

and of Cathal, the son of Hugh Brefnach O'Conor,

presumptive heir to the crown of Connaught.

Una, daughter of Teige, son ofManus O'Conor,

the wife of Mac Giure, died.

John, son of Art Mac Guire, was taken pri-

soner by Mac Guire, who delivered him into the

hands of the people of Hy Maode of Dunlurg (in

Fermanagh), who put him to death on Fionn-

tracht of Troma Bair, as his previous acts had me-

rited from them.

The king of England departed from Ireland in

May, after a great number of the English and

Irish had submitted to him ; and he left Morti-

mer as his viceroy in Ireland ; but although Mac
Murrogh had submitted to the king, he did not

afterwards continue friendly to him.

Ardsratha and Clochar MacDaivin' were burned,

with all their immense riches.

Roderick O'Kelly, heir to the lordship of H)^

Maine, died.

were bishops' sees, and had large churches, and other ecclesiastical

establishments.
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Mac Jordan Dexeter (of Mayo), was taken pri-

soner by the sons of Mac Jordan, and was delivered

into the hands of Mac William Burke. Donal

Mac Murtogh (O'Conor), and the Irish of North

Connaught, marched their forces into the territory

of Mac William, in consequence of the taking of

Mac Jordan, whom they set at liberty, and peace

was made between the English and Irish of the

province on that occasion.

Torlogh O'Donnell marched with a force into

Tyrone against the Clan Henry O'Neill, and com-

mitted great depredations and plunders in the ter-

ritory; the Clan Heniy pursued them, and a

battle ensued between them, in which, at length,

the Tyi'onians were defeated with slaughter

;

Biyan, the son of Henry O'Neill, and thirteen of

the chiefs of his party, were taken prisoners.

O'Donnell marched with another force to Sligo,

through Carbury of Drumcliff'e, and they plun-

dered and laid waste every part of the country

through which they passed, and they carried off

to their own country much booty and property

;

but a few of the rear of his force were wounded.

Donal, son of Henry O'Neill, made an attack

upon Bryan, the son of O'Neill, whom he took

prisoner, and plundered his property ; Donal, the

son of Henry, made another attack on the town of

O'Neill, and took O'Neill and others prisoners,

whom he dehvered up to the Enghsh.

The English of Leinster treacherously planned

to take Art Mac Murrogh prisoner, but were not

successful, for he made his escape despite of them,

by the strength of his hand and braveiy, and they

were not able to subdue him.

Donal Mac Mm-togh O'Conor, lord of Carbury

and of Sligo, and also the entire country, north of

the mountain (the Curlews), died in the castle of

Sligo a week after Christmas.

Hugh, son of Cathal Oge O'Conor, son of Tor-

logh 0'Conoi''s daughter, and Maurice, son of

Paul Ultach (Mac Donlevey), chief physician of

Tyrconnell, died.

A.D. 1396.

The bishop O'Hara (probably of Achoniy)

died.

Matthew O'Luinin, archdeacon of Ai-dagh, a

man versed in various arts and sciences, in histoiy,

poetry, music, and general hteratm'e, died.

O'Conor Kerry was treacherously slain by his

own people.

O'Kennedy, lord of Ormond, died.

Irial O'Loghlin, lord of Corcomroe (in Clare),

was slain by Mac-Girr-an-adhistir, one of his own
people, in revenge of his foster brother, namely,Ma-
lachy O'LoghUn, whom he had previously slain.

Conor, son of Owen O'Malley (of Mayo), went

with a ship's crew to plunder in the west of Con-
naught, and loaded the ship with goods and va-

luable property in that adventure, but they were all

drowned except one, between Arran Island and

the coast.

O'Conor Roe and his kinsmen defeated O'Co-

nor Don, Hugh O'Conor, Con Mac Branan,

and Hugh O'Hanley, chief of Kinel Dovha, at

the battle of Creaga (in Roscommon), in which

Con Mac Branan, chief of Corcachlan, John

O'Teige, with the son ofJohn O'Hanley, and many
others, were slain.

O'Donnell marched into Carbury, and with a

portion of his forces encountered the sons of Ma-
lachy Caoch Mac Murtogh (O'Conor), who, with

a great body of cavalry, were guarding and pi'o-

tecting the Conacians, but they were, however, de-

feated by O'Donnell, leaving behind them the

greater portion of their horse ; many men were

wounded, and others effected their escape by flight

;

Carbury was then plundered by O'Donnell's forces,

who returned home with the prey.

Malachy Caoch, son of Murtoch, the son of

Donal O'Conor, died.

The English of Leinster and the Saxons were

defeated by O'Toole (of Wicklow) with great

slaughter, and six score heads were brought to

O'Toole, and a great number of prisoners, with

much property, arms, armour, and horses.

Cu-uladh Mac Gennis, heir to the lordship of

Iveagh (in county of Down), was slain by the Eng-

lish ; and O'Hanlon, lord of Orior, was treache-

rously slain by a party of his own people.

Marj^, daughter of O'Kane, the wife of O'Dogh-

erty, died.

Bryan, son of Henry O'Neill, was hberated

from O'Donnell by O'Neill, who gave much horses,

cattle, and property, for his ransom ; O'Neill then

delivered him to Donal, the other son of Heniy,

together with other presents, as a ransom for his

own son.

2b2
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Torlogh O'Donnell, son of Nial Garv, and

Teige, son of Cathal O'Conor, marched with a

force to Sligo, which they burned, both the wooden

and stone buildings, and slew the son of Conor of

Maonnioy, with many others, on that occasion

;

and it was lamentable to burn that town, for its

buildings both of wood and stone were very hand-

some.

A. D. 1397.

Nial O'Neill, king of Tyrone, mustered a great

force to attack Torlogh O'Donnell, and the sons

of Henry O'Neill ; O'Donnell and the Clan Henry

O'Neill collected another force to oppose them,

and both parties having approached each other, re-

mained stationary for some time, without giving

battle ; at last O'Neill and his force, after rest-

ing themselves, decamped home, unperceived by

the others, who as soon as they discovered it, dis-

patched skirmishing parties after them, who slew

some of O'Neill's people, who left behind them

many horses and much property, which were taken

by the Tirconnellians and the sons of Henry on

that occasion.

Torlogh O'Donnell, lord of Tirconnell, marched

with a force into Fermanagh, and proceeded with

many boats and men to the islands of Lough Erne,

which he preyed and plundered, except alone the

churches and sanctuaries, and having carried away

an immense property, returned imopposed; O'Don-

nell marched with another force into Carbury (in

Sligo), to expel the clan of Donal Mac Murtogh

(O'Conors), and burned the country as far as

Cluan Dergratha.

Hugh Mac Mahon recovered his eye-sight

through fasting, which he performed in honour of

the Holy Cross of Raphoe, and of the image of the

Virgin Mary at Athtruim (Trim, in Meath).

Niall More, son of Hugh O'Neill, king of Ty-

rone, the defender of Ireland, the champion of

dignity and pre-eminence of the principality, the

unyielding tower against tyranny, the scatterer of

the English, the uniter of the Irish, the patron of

the church and learned men of Ireland, died, after

gaining the victory of extreme unction and repen-

tance, and his son NiaU Oge succeeded him in the

government.

Mac Donogh of Tii-errill proceeded to the

Plain ofConnaught(in Roscommon) with his whole

force, property, and cattle, in order to aid O'Co-
nor, and encamped at Currach-Chin-Eitigh where

O'Conor was ; but O'Connor Roe ha\ing received

intelligence of this, he collected together all his

friends and forces, amongst whom were Mac
William Burke, Thomas, the son of Sir Edmond
Albanach (Burke), the sons of Cathal Oge O'Co-

nor, the sons of Hugh Mac Dermott, the Hy Ma-
nians, and the grandsons of Felim (O'Conor),

himself, with their respective trooj)s and gallo-

glasses ; they then proceeded to the Plain, at which

period O'Conor Don was absent from Mac Do-
nogh, who did not perceive the forces until O'Co-

nor Roe came up and surrounded him with a great

body of cavalry ; a fierce and determined battle

ensued, in which, however, Mac Donogh's party

were defeated, and the cavalry who put them to

flight, followed them up with slaughter; Mac
Donogh himself was slain, and also Hugh Caoch,

son of Hugh, the son of Torlogh O'Conor, with

Mac Sweeney, high constable of Connaught from

the mountain (the Curlews) northward ; his two

brothers, Donogh and Dunslevey ; Cuaifne, son of

Conaifne O'Conor, and Dermod Mac Donogh, ta-

nist of Tirerrill, besides many other chiefs and

nobles of their party and people. The quantity of

property and riches which fell into the hands of

O'Conor Roe on that occasion was incalculable,

independent of horses, anns and armour, and it

was on the eve of the festival of first Lady day in

hai-vest, that battle of Cinneitigh was fought.

O'Conor Don having received intelligence of this,

on the thud day after the battle, he proceeded to

seize on the cattle of O'Conor Roe and of the sons

of Felim, and their stalls, which were situated about

Leitrim, and having given them a defeat, which

was called the Gealmaidhm, he carried off with

him an immense booty and property on that oc-

casion.

Felim, son of Cathal Oge (O'Conor), and Du-
gald Mac Donnell, a galloglass, having gone to

O'Donnell to ask his assistance against their ene-

mies, O'Donnell, with the chiefs of Tirconnell,

marched into Carbury to aid the sons of Cathal

Oge ; the people of Carbury and of Tirerrill fled

into the fastnesses and retreats of the country, and

O'Donnell having proceeded to the Aonach of Ti-

remll, where his army burned many houses and

much corn, and plundered the son of Corraac, son
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of Roderick ; Mulroona Mac Donogh, lord of

Tirerrill, O'Dowd and O'Hara gave sureties and

hostages to O'Donncll and the sons of Cathal Oge
after that, on conditions that they would never op-

pose them ; O'Donnell concluded a peace with them

on thosetenns, and imniediatelyreturned to Tircon-

nell. The sons of Cathal Oge, Muintir Duirnin,

and Mac Donnell the galloglass, with their clans,

then proceeded into Carbury, and halted at Lisa-

dill, for the purpose of dividing the prey among
them, about which they disputed ; O'Donnell,

with a few horse, came on the following day to them

to settle their disputes ; at this time Murtoch Ba-

cach, son of Donal, the son of Murtoch O'Conor,

and the Mac Sweeneys happened to be at Fassa

Coilleadh, and O'Hara of the West, and the clan

of Flaherty O'Rourke were with them ; they pro-

ceeded early in the morning to attack the sons of

Cathal Oge and O'Donnell at Bun Brenoige, near

Lisadill, and a body of horse belonging to the

sons of Cathal Oge having passed towards Sligo,

and having the river Bun Brenoige on one side,

and the sea having flowed on the other, a cir-

cumstance very fortunate for themselves, as they

could not therefore be encompassed, a battle en-

sued between both parties, in which O'Donnell

and the sons of Cathal Oge were defeated, and

Marcus Mac Donnell, his son Donald, with John

Mac Sheehy, and a great number of galloglasses

were slain ; the sons of Cathal were then plun-

dered and expelled beyond the Erne (river) in sor-

row and sadness, on the festival of Great Ladj'

Day.

Dermod, son of Ivar O'Beirne (of Roscommon)
being in a fever, was taken from his own house to

have him conveyed to the house of Murtogh, son

of Thomas, in a boat on the lake, out of which he

leaped unperceived, and was drowned.

A. D. 1398.

Thomas, the son of Maurice Mac Donogh,

bishop of Achonry, died.

A great conflict arose between NiaU Oge
O'Neill, and Torlogh O'Donnell, who, being

A.D. 1398.

1. Eachdru'im. Mac Ndodhn, now the parish of Aughrini, si-

tuated near the Shannon, between Carrick-on-SLannon and Elphui,

in the county of Roscommon.
2. Leath Ratha, now Abbeylaragh, a parish in the barony of

forsaken by his chiefs and people, was put to great

straits by the sons of Henry O'Neill, and the sons

of John O'Donnell, with O'Dogherty and the

Mac Sweeneys; the son of O'Donnell, (NiaU
Garv), and the sons of Donal, son of Niall

O'Donnell, went on an expechtion into Fanait

;

they took Mulmurry Mac Sweeney prisoner, and

plundered the place ; the English and Irish of the

province of Ulster submitted to O'Neill and gave

him hostages, O'Donnell excepted.

Niall Oge O'Neill, king of Tyrone, and the sons

of Henry O'Neill, marched a great force to Eas
Roe (Ballyshannon) to attack O'Donnell, and they

plundered the monastery of all its treasure, and

the entire of Tir Hugh ; a party of O'Donnell's

people gave them battle, and Hugh, son ofFergal

O'Rourke, was taken prisoner on that expedition,

and O'Neill returned to Tyrone.

Thomas Burke, lord of the English of Con-

naught, and O'Conor Roe, with the sons of Ca-

thal Oge, and the sons of Mac Dermott, marched

with a force into Tirerrill, which they completely

plundered ; Conor Oge, son of Hugh Mac
Dermott, and his kinsmen, returned from the

party to ransack Moylurg ; Fergal Mac Dermott,

lord of Moylurg, having gone that night to the

monastery of Boyle, removed all the provisions

and treasure he found there to the town called the

Rock ; the sons of Mac Dermott having discovered

the direction of those who were convej'ing the

property, they pursued them ; when the other

party found they were pursued, they hastened

through the country until they arrived at

Eachdruim Mac Naodha,' in Tir Briune of the

Shannon ; the sons of Mac Dermott burned the

cliiu'ch of Eachdruim, slew Conor Mac Dermott,

the son of Fergal, and many of his people ; they

made Mulroona Mac Dermott prisoner, and took,

as booty, their horses, arms, and armour.

Murrogh Bane, son of John, the son of Donal

O'Ferrall, a worthy heir to the lordship of An-

naly, the most distinguished person of his age for

hospitality, nobleness, valour, and achievements,

of the race of Fergus, died after he had gained the

Granard, county of Longford, where a monastery was founded by
St. Patrick, over whicli he appointed St. Guasacht, its first ab-

liot ; it was refounded in A. D. 120.5, by lord Richard Tuite, for

monks of the Cistercian order, and dedicated to the Blessed Vir-

gin.
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victory ofrepentance, a month after Christmas, and

was buried at the monastery of Leathratha,- in the

tomb of his father and ancestors.

Maurice, son of Pierce D'Alton, was slain by

Murtogh Oge Mac Geoghegan, and by Brj'an,

son of O'Conor Faily.

Glendalough' was burned by the English.

Murtogh O'Conor having gone to Tir Hugh
(in Donegal), returned to Eas Roe without obtain-

ing much booty on that excursion ; he was over-

taken by Hugh O'Duirnin, who attacked and

put him to flight at Ballyshannon ; Hugh's horse

was wounded, and he himselfwas dismounted, and

afterwards slain.

Gerald, earl of Desmond, a man of gaiety and

affability, the most distinguished of the Enghsh of

Ireland, and also of many of the Irish, for his at-

tainments, and knowledge of the Irish language, of

poetry, history, and of other branches of literature

which he had acquired, died after he had gained

the victory of repentance.

The earl of Kildare was taken prisoner by the

Calvach O'Conor, and the cavalry of the territory

of Offaley, and was delivered into the hands of

Murrogh O'Conor.

Sir John, earl of Desmond,"* was drowned in the

Suir, shortly after his accession to the earldom.

O'Byrne and O'Toole fought a battle against

the English, in which the earl of March, (Morti-

mer, earl of March), and avast number of the Eng-

lish were slain.

Fionnguala, daughter of Ualgarg More

O'Rourke, and wife of John ]\Iore O'Hai'a, died.

David O'Duigenan, chief professor in history of

Clan Mulroona (the Mac Dermotts, princes of

Moylurg, in Roscommon), a Biatach ofunbounded

hospitality, and learned in the arts and sciences,

died.

O'Conor Roe and Mac Dermott marched a

great force to Moytuire (near Lough Arrow in

Sligo), to attack the Mac Donoghs of Tirerrill,

where they committed great depredations ; the

Mac Donoghs, and Murtogh, son of Donal O'Co-

nor, with all their forces, overtook them, and a

3. Gleann-da-Locha , or Glendalouyh, in the county of Wick-
low, one of the most celebrated places in Ireland for its ruins and

remains of numerous churches, round towers, and other antiqui-

ties. The name of Glendalough signifies the glen or valley of the

two lakes, there being two beautiful lakes situated in the valley,

fierce battle ensued, in which O'Conor was de-

feated, and Sorley Buidhe Mac Donnell and his

people were slain.

Thomas, son ofCathal, son of Murrogh O'Ferrall,

lord of Annaly, the chief bond of hospitaUty and

nobleness of the Clan Rosa, was slain by the English

of Meath, and the baron of Delvin (Nugent), in his

own town at Coillin Crubach (in Longford), after

he had been elected to the lordship over his elder

kinsman, John O'Ferrall, who, however, was even-

tually appointed to the lordship of Annaly.

Mac Carthy of Carbery (in Cork), gave O'Sul-

livan a complete overthrow, and the two sons of

O'Sullivan, Owen and Conor, were slain in that

battle, together with many others.

O'Brien Maol died of the epidemic, while with

the English.

The son of Maurice Buidhe O'Moore, lord of

Slieve Mairge, (barony of Slieve Mairgue, Queen's

county), an entertainer of the learned men, and of

the travellers of Ireland, died.

Mac Wilham Burke burned Sligo.

Cathal, son of Roderick Maguire, was slain by

Owen, son of Niall Oge O'Neill ; and Art Cuile,

the son of Philip Maguire, was slain by the people

of TuUaghaw (county of Cavan).

The sons of Henry O'Neill, with the sons of

John O'Donnell, and the men ofFermanagh, mus-

tered a force against O'Donnell, who collected his

party to oppose them, and both parties remained

encamped in view of each other, but at length se-

parated without performing any action of note.

A.D. 1399.

O'Neill (Niall Oge) marched with a force against

the Enghsh ; and he plundered and expelled the

greater portion of them.

Conor Mac Cormac, bishop of Raphoe, of the

Hy Donnells of Corca Baiscind (in Clare), died.

Cu-uladh Roe, son of Niall More, the son of

Hugh O'Neill, died of the epidemic.

Brian O'Brien, the son of Mahon, lord of Tho-

mond, died.

surrounded by majestic mountains, and abounding in sublime and
beautiful scenery.

4. Earl of Desmond.—The earl of Desmond here mentioned

was John, the son of Gerald Fitzgerald, who was drowned at the

ford of Ardfinnan, on the river Suir.
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Torloghj son of MurroghNaRaithnighe O'Brien,

died.

Felim, son of Caheer O'Conor, tanist of Oifaley,

died of the epidemic in the house of O'Reilly (of

Cavan)

.

The sons of Henry O'Neill having gone to at-

tack the English of Traghbally (Dundalk), the

EngUsh collected their forces to ojjpose them, and

defeated them, and Donal the son of Henry was

taken prisoner, and a great many of his people were

slain; Donal was sent to England the year follow-

ing, after his release had been refused.

John O'FeiTall, lord of Annaly, a man distin-

guished for his virtue, ingenuity, learning, wisdom,

great hospitality, and generosity, died.

Hugh O'Douoghoe, lord of the Eoganacht of

A.D. 1399.

1. Richard II., and Art Mac Murrogh. As explained in

the course of this note, king Richard II. was deposed on the

29th of September, 1399, and succeeded hy Henry, duke of
Lancaster, as Henry IV. In.\. D. 1.394 Richard II., having resolved

on the conquest of Ireland, collected an immense array, and landed

at Waterford,on the second of October, Tvith a fleet oftwo hundred
sail ; his forces consisted of four thousand cavalry, or men-at-arms,
and thirty thousand archers : he was attended by the earls of

Gloucester, Nottingham, Rutland, Percy, and many other distin-

guished noblemen. The men at arms, in the English army, were
cavalry completely cased in armour; their bodies and limbs,

covered with mail, formed of plates of steel; their heads defended
with iron or brazen helmets ; they wore on their left arms large

shields of a circular or oval form, made of wood, and covered with
thick leather, a rim of iron surrounding their edges, and some-
times embossed with knobs of brass, and other metals ; they had
long lances or spears ; large, double-edged, and pointed swords

;

together with daggers, .ice. ; and their horses were also partly

covered with defensive armour. The archers were mostly foot

forces, but there were also troops of mounted archers, who acted

as light cavalry ; these archers wore thick quilted jackets, or

light leathern coats of mail ; and were also armed with swords
and spears. The archers sometimes used the arbalest or cross-bow,
but mostly the long-bow, and shot their arrows with such
force as to pierce the strongest armour. The English soldiers

had a great advantage over the Irish, whose arms, armour, and
equipments, were very incomplete, while an English knight was so

armed as to be almost invulnerable, except by the strong cast of
a dart, or thrust of a spear, or the powerful blow of aiiattle-axe,

the latter bemg the chief weapon of the heavy infantry forces of
the Irish, who were csMed galloglasses ; and their light troops,

called kerns, were armed with darts, javelins, spears, swords,
slings, and sometimes arrows. The Irish chiefs, unprepared to

cope with the formidable forces of king Richard, appeared inclined

to make their submission, and enter into terms of peace ; and for

that purpose the king deputed Mowbray, earl of Nottingham,
earl marshal of England, to receive their submission ; and Art
Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster; JIurrogh O'Conor, lord of

OfFaley ; Malachy O'Morrogh, or Murphy of Wexford ; Gerald
O'Byme, of Wicklow ; Daniel O'Xolan of Carlow ; and Rory
Oge O'Moore, of Lei.x, attended at the English camp, held

a conference, and entered into a treaty of peace, on the plain

of Ballygorry, near Carlow. King Richard proceeded to Dublin,
where he remained some months, and went from thence
to Drogheda ; where on the 16th of March, 1395, he received, in

the Dominican monastery of St. JIarv Magdalen, the submission

of O'Neill, king of TjTone, of O'Donnell, O'Reilly, O'Hanlon,

Lough Lein (in Kerry) ; Gerald O'Byrne, the son

of Teige, (of Wicklow) ; Torlogh, son ofMulmurry
Mac Sweeny of Fanait (in Donegal) ; and Awlave,

son of Philip, son of Awlave, the son of Duinn-
charry ^lac Guire, chief of Muintir Feodachain

(in Fermanagh), died.

Hugh Mac ^lahon died, after having lost his

eyes'-sight.

Donal, son of GioUa losa Roe O'Reilly (of Ca-

van), died.

Alurtogh Oge Mac Gennis, the son of Murtogh
More, lord of Iveagh (in county of Down), was
slain by his own people.

Heniy IV. was proclaimed king of England on

the 29th of September.'

Baothghalach (Boetius) Mac Egan (of Ormond),

Mac Mahon, and other northern chiefs. King Richard, on his

return to Dublin, entertained the provincial kings, O'Neill, O'Con-
or, O'Brien, and Mac Murrogh, together with many of the Irish

princes and chiefs, in a style of great splendour ; and it is stated

that he had all the crown jewels brought to Ireland, for the pur-
pose of making as magnificent a display as possible. After many
entertainments attended with great pomp and pageantry, king
Richard conferred the honour of knighthood on several of the
Irish kings and chiefs with great ceremony, in the cathedral

of Christ church, on the '2oth of March. The celelirated French
chronicler, Froissart, attended in king Richard's train, and gives

an account of these atfairs, and states, that Henry Castide, a
gentleman of the court, who had lived long amongst the Irish, and
learned their language, acted as interpreter. During the -visit of
king Henry II. to Ireland, A.D. 1171, he, in a like manner,
spent the winter in that city, and entertained the Irish princes and
chiefs with great magnificence, in a temporary royal pavilion, con-
structed of wood and wicker work, and erected near St. Andrew's
church, on Hoggin-green, now College-green. Treating of these

affairs, and the dainty dishes with which king Henry regaled the

Irish princes, Campion, in his chronicle says, that all the Irish

kmgs and chiefs yielded submission to king Henry, except those of

Ulster, " finally, there was no man of name in the land, except

them of Ulster, but they to him bowed, and did obeysance, all of

which he feasted royally, with a dinner of crane's flesh, a fowl

till then, utterly abhorred by the Irish." King Richard, after

remaining nine months in Ireland, most of which time he resided

in Dublin, returned to England in the summer of 1395, and left

his cousin, Roger Mortimer, earl of March, as viceroy of Ireland.

Morthner, after several contests with the Irish of Leinster, was
defeated in a great battle fought with the O'Bymes, O'Tooles, and
other chiefs, at Kenlis, in Ossory, now Kells, in the county of

Kilkenny, on the 20th of July, 1398, a great number of the

Enslish "forces, tigether with Mortimer himself, bemg slain. Roger

Grey was then appomted lord justice ; and the same year, Thomas
Holland, duke of Surrey, and earl of Kent, who was half brother

of king Richard, was appoiuted lord lieutenant of Ireland ; and
arrivedirfDublinon the 7th of October, A.D. 1399. Kuig Richard,

enraged at the death of his cousin Mortimer, earl of March,

who was heir presumptive to the crown of England, collected an

immense army, and embarked at Bristol, with a fleet of two hun-
dred sail, to invade Ireland, and avenge his death, and landed at

Waterford, on the 1 st of June, according to Borlase and Marle-
hurgh, attended by the dukes of Exeter and Gloucester, the earl

of Salisbury, Henry, lord of Lancaster, aftenvards kmg Henry V.,

and many other nobles and knights. His army amounted to

about [forty thousand men, composed of archers and cavalry, or

men at arms. Having spent a week at Waterford, he proceeded

1
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a man learned in the laws and in music, and emi-

nent for hospitality ; and Giolla-na-neev, son of

Conor Mac Egan, chief professor of laws, died.

A.D. 1400.

Hugh O'Mulloy, lord of Fercall (in King's

county) ; Laighneach, son of Fergal Roe, son of

to Kilkenny, wliere he remained fourteen days ; and thence

marched atcainst the Irisli, towards Wexford and Wicklow,
advancing tlie standard of St. Edward, which, says sir Jolin

Davies, the Irish held in great veneration. Art Mac JIurrogh

was posted at tlie liead of tlie Leinster clans, with a force of three

thousand men ; but avoided coming to an open engagement on the

plains, and entrenching his forces in the dense woods, they made
frequent and sudden attacks on the English, of whom they slew

great numbers, and then raj)idly retreated to their woody recesses

and mountain fortresses. Together with the army under king

Richard himself, his cousin, the duke of Albemarle, landed at

Dublin soon after, with a fleet of one hundred sail, and a powerful

additional force, which joined king Richard, but they could not

reduce the Irish chiefs to subjection ; and in Froissart's Chronicles,

it is stated, that it was almost impossible to carry on war in Ire-

land, in consequence of the impenetrable and extensive forests,

bogs, and lakes ; and the Irish soldiers, he says, were remarkably

strong, and so active, that on foot they could overtake an

English horseman at full speed, leap up behind the rider, and pull

him off liis horse. King Richard having appointed the duke of

Gloucester to treat with Mac Murrogh, the duke for that purpose,

marched with a guard of two hundred lancers and one thousand

archers, and held an interview with Mac Murrogh, as hereafter

described, which apparently took place on the borders of Wexford
and Carlow, A Gascon knight, who accompanied king Richard's

army, and was an eye witness of their engagements with the

Irish, wrote an account of this expedition in French, which was
translated into English by sir George Carew, earl of Totness,

lord president of Munster in the reign of Elizabeth. This very

curious and interesting narrative is given in Harris's Hibernica,

from v^'hich are extracted tiie following passages :
*' After si.x days

stay at Waterford, the king departed from thence, and marched to

Kilkenny, where he remained fourteen days ; and, upon St John
the Baptist's eve, the king departed from Kilkenny, and marched
towards Mac Murrogh, who styled himself king of Ireland, by
right ; and wlio professed to maintain the war, and to defend the

land unto his death, saying, that the conquest thereof was
wrongful. He remained hi his house, the woods, guarded with

three thousand stout men, such as it seemed to me, the English-

men marvelled to beliold. At the entry of the wood, the

king's army was ranged into order, expecting to have been

fought withall ; but the Irishmen did not then appear, where-

upon the king commanded the houses in the woods to be burned,

which was immediately done, and many villages fired. The
king's standard, wherein he had three leopards, was advanced,

under which, he knighted the duke of Lancaster's son, %vho was

a fair and puny bachelor : and to honour him the more, he made
at the same time eight or ten other knights, hut what their

names were, I know not, neither was I very curious to understand.

The king, with his army, being lodged at the entrance into the

woods, as aforesaid, commanded two thousand five hundred of the

country people to cut down the wood, that his way might be made
passable, which was then overgrown with trees, and guarded with

the enemy ; and besides, so boggy, that in divers places, as the

soldiers marched, they sunk up to the reins in mire, where they

could not overtake the Irish in their retreat. An open pass being

made, the Irish, in our passage through it, made such cries and

clamours as might have been heard a good league otf, but still

avoiding us, for fear of our archers
;

yet, they assailed us often

botli in t!ie van and rere, casting their darts with such might, as

no habergeon, or coat ofmail, were of sufficient proof to resist their

Donogh Mac Geoghegan :

Muintir Taagain and chief of Teffia

Donogh Fox, lord of

and Dermod
and Brj'an, the sons of Catharnach, the son of

Fox, died.

The castle of Dun lomdhain (Dunamon, on the

river Suck, county of Roscommon), was taken by

Mac Anabaidh O'Conor, and Hoberd, son of Ed-

mond, son of Hoberd Bm'ke, was slain in it; and

force, their darts piercing tliem through both sides. Our foragers

that strayed from their fellows, were often murdered by the Irish,

for they were so nimble, and swift of foot, that, like unto stags,

they run over mountains and valleys, whereby we received great

annoyance and damage. Nevertheless the king's army, that was
courageous and hearty, became so fearful unto them, as Mae
Murrogh's uncle, accompanied with divers others, bare-legged and
unshod, with halters about their necks, humbly submitted them-
selves to the king, falling prostrate at his feet, craving mercy,
whom the king freely pardoned, conditionally, that he and his

companions should receive an oath, from that time forward to con-

tinue his true and loyal subjects. This being done, the king sent

to Mac Murrogh to submit, with a halter about his neck, as his

uncle Iiad done ; and he would not only grant him the like mercy,
but in these places he would bestow upon him castles, towns, and
ample territories. Unto the king's messengers, Mac Murrogh made
no other answer, but this :

' that for all the gold in the world, he
would not submit himself, but he would continue to war and
endaraacre the king in all that he might,' which bold answer pro-

ceeded from the knowledge he had, that the king's army wanted
victuals, and that for money there it could not be supplied, the

present necessity wiiereof was such, that for the space of eleven

days the soldiers liad lived only upon what they could find in the

country, formerly wasted, winch was very little ; their horses also

were faint and almost starved, as well for want of food, as by
standing uncovered in the rain and wind, and of this famine many
of the king's anuy perished. A biscuit in one day between five

men was thought good allowance, and some in five days togetiier

had not a bit of bread ; knights, esquires, and gentlemen likewise,

felt this misery, and for mine own part I wished myself without

one penny in my purse at Paris. In this time three ships laden

witli victuals came from Dublin, and the hungry soldiers, greedy

of food, waded into the sea above their reins, to come to the ships,

where hi disorder, not abiding by the order for disposing of the vic-

tuals, they rifled the same and spoiled them, and in the confusion

many a blow was given and received amongst themseh'es. Here-
upon the next day the king dislodged and marched towards Dub-
lin ; the enemy attended us with fierce and fearful outcries, and
skirmished often with us." At this time, Mac Murrogh proposed

a parley with king Richard, and the narrative thus proceeds :

*' This news brought nmch joy into the English camp, and the

king, by advice of his council, sent the earl of Gloucester, at-

tended with a guard of two hundred lances, and a thousand good
archers. Among other gentlemen, I was one that went with them
to see Mac Murrogh, his behaviour, estate, and forces, and to

what issue the treaty would grow unto. Between two woods, not

far from the sea, Mac Murrogh, attended by multitudes of the

Irish, descended from a mountain, mounted upon a horse without

a saddle, which cost him, as it was reported, four hundred cows
;

for in that country they bartered by exchange horses for beasts,

and one commodity for another, and not for ready money. His
horse was fair, and in his descent from the hill to us he ran as

swift as any stag, hare, or the swiftest beast that 1 have seen. In

his right hand he bore a great long dart, which he cast from him
with nmch dexterity. At a wood side his men staid behind him,

and he met the earl at a little ford. He was tall of stature, well

composed, strong and active, and his countenance fierce and severe.

Much speech passed between the earl and him, but tlie parley

produced little effect. Mac Murrogh departed to his men, and the

earl of Gloucester to king Ricliard, to whom he recounted all

the passages between them. The king at this report was much
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the son of Edmond O' Kelly, confined there, was

liberated.

Gregory, son of Tanaidhe O'Maolconrj', a man
experienced in his professional calling, the worthy

intended chief professor of Siol Murray (Roscom-

mon), was accidentally killed by the cast of a dart

from the hand of William Garv, at the Tochar (or

pass) of Dunamon, in a mistake, and one hundred

and twenty-six cows were given as an eraic (or fine)

for his death.

Roderick, son of Ai-t Mac Gennis,lordoflveagh

in Ulidia, was slain by the sons of Cu-uladh

O'Neill, and by Cahwar Mac Gennis, his own
brother.

enraged, swearing by St. Edward t}iat he would never depart out

of Ireland until he had Mae Murrogh in his hands, living or dead.

Immediately upon the earl's return of the answer aforesaid, the

king dislodged, and marched the next way to the city of Dublin,

which is a good town, the best in that realm, seated upon the sea

and rich in merchandise, where we found such plenty of victuals to

relieve our army, horse and foot, consisting of thirty thousand or

thereabouts, that the prices of the same did not much increase.

The king could not forget Mac Murrogh, to prosecute him, and
divided his army into three parts, commanding them to hunt him
in his woods, and promised to give him that could take him, alive

or dead, ayi hundred marks i>t gold; but in my opinion it was
impossit>le to be effected while the leaves were upon tlie trees ;

hut after that time, when the trees were bare, tlien to burn the

woods would be the best means to do service upon him, and not

otherwise. At this time the earl of Rutland, duke of Aumarle and
high constable of England, with an hundred sails of ships of war,

arrived at Dublin, who was more beloved of the king tiian any of

his blood, and by his advice he was most directed. Of his coming
the king was exceeding glad, and joy appeared in his face when he

saw him, accusing him of his long absence, which the duke humbly
excused to the king's contentment. During the space of six

weeks we remained in Dublin, where we lived in joy and delight

;

but in all that time, by reason of foul weather and contrary winds,

we never heard out of England, which undoubtedly, in my opinion,

was a presage that God was displeased with the king."

As stated in the above passages, king Richard, after remaining

six weeks in Dublin, having heard of the duke of Lancaster's

rebellion, proceeded to Waterford, and set sail for England to

oppose his enemies ; but Lancaster's party having succeeded,

Richard was forced to resign the crown, and after liis deposition

was imprisoned in Pomfret castle, where he soon after died, being,

it is said, starved to death.

Art Mac Murrogh, so celebrated in these transactions, was also

called O'Cavenagh, as the Mac Murroghs took that name ; he
was descended from the ancient kings of Leinster, and was himself

elected king of that province by the chiefs and clans, and chosen

as their leader, while only in the sixteenth year of his age. He
was a man of fine person, tall stature, great strength and
activity, and most undaunted valour ; for a period of more than
thirty years he waged incessant war on the English, and defeated

their forces with great slaughter in more than fifty battles, in

various parts of Leinster, and compelled them to pay him tribute

for permitting them to reside in that province. In personal com-
bats he killed many of their stoutest knights, often cleaving the

skull of a mailed warrior, through his iron helmet, by a single blow
of his battle-axe. During his time as leader of the Leinster elans,

the O'Cavanaghs, the O'Nolans, O'Ryans, and O'Murphys of

Wexford and Carlow, the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles of Wiejtlow,

the Fitzpatricks of Ossory, the O'Conors of OtTaley, the

O'Moorea and O'Dempseys of Leix and Kildare, he gained

Niall Oge O'Neill marched with a great force

into Tirconnell, where he destroyed much of the

crops and corn ; the Tirconnellians came to oppose

him, and a battle ensued, in which the Tyronians

were defeated, and many of them slain ; and many
horses were taken from them on that occasion.

Giollapatrick, the son of Manus Mac Guire,

who was called the GioUa Buidhe, died in his own
house from the effects of blood-letting.

John, son ofPhilip, son ofGioUaisaRoe O'Reilly,

lord of Brefney, the most hospitable and noble

man of his name, died of a sudden fit in his bed at

TuUy Mongan.

The king of England's son' an-ived in Ireland.

many victories, as already mentioned, over the English forces.

It is stated in Marleburgh's Chronicle that, in the reign

of king Henry V., in May, 1419, while John Talbot, lord

Furnival, was lord deputy, Mac Murrogh, chief captain of

his nation, and of all the Irish of Leinster, was taken prisoner
;

and in Moore's Ireland it is mentioned that he was sent to the

tower of London ; but these writers have mistaken Donogh Mac
Murrogh, the son of Art, for Art himself, as in the Four Masters,

at the year 1419, it is stated that Donogh Mae Murrogh, king

of Leinster, the son of Art Cavenagh, was taken prisoner by lord

Furnival, "which was a lamentable loss to the Irish." The
English attempted to assassinate Art Mac Murrogh, as mentioned

in these Annals at the year 130.5 ; and in Taaife's Ireland the fol-

lowing account is given of that affair: " He was invited to a ban-

quet by the English lords, all of whom came secretly armed ; and

Mae Murrogh arrived, accompanied only by his bard and one

attendant. After the feast the minstrel, placed at a window,

delighted the company with his music, but suddenly changed his

notes to the Boscj Catha, or war song, for which he was repri-

manded by Mac Murrogh, and ordered to play only festive airs
;

but the bard again resumed his war ode, which surprised Mae
Murrogh, who becoming indignant at the disobedience of his

harper, arose from the table to remonstrate with him, but per-

ceived that the house was surrounded with armed forces ; bran-

dishing his sword he struck terror into the company, none of whom
dared to attack a warrior of such gigantic vigour. Mac Murrogh

cut his way through the armed forces, mounted his steed, and, in

spite of all" their efforts, escaped with safety." Taaffe quotes from

one of the ancient annalists the following account of the death of

Mac Murrogh :
" In this year died Art Mac Murrogh O'Cavanagh,

one of the greatest heroes the world ever saw ; had I the tongues

of men and angels I would never be able to relate his merits, the

mighty defender of his injured kindred—the valiant avenger of

tyranny and oppression—the sure refuge of the weak and dis-

tressed—the patron of literature and of science—the glory of

chivalry is gone—poor Erin weep ; when alas ! shall his equal

return ?'" In these Annals the death of Mac Murrogh is placed in

the year l4l7, in the sixtieth year of his age, and the forty-second

of his government over Leinster, and an elegant eulogium passed

on his memory.

A.D. 1400.

1. The king of England's son wzathomAS, duke of Lancaster,

son of king Henry IV., who, t!ien in the 20th year of his age, was

appointed'lord lieutenant of Ireland for ten years; he landed at

Dalkey with a strong force on the 13th of November, 1401, but

returned to England A.D. 1 403, leav ing sir Stephen Scroope as his

deputy in Ireland. In 1404, James Butler, earl of Ormond, was

appointed lord justice ; and in 1400, Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of

Kildare, succeeded as lord deputy ; in 1406, sir Stephen Scroope

was a second time appointed lord deputy ; and in 1407, James
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Manus, son ofCuchonacht O'Reilly,the intended

lord of Muintir Maolmordha (Cavan), died.

Conor, son of Donal, son of Niall Garv, son of

Hugh, son of Donal Oge O'Donnell, went on a

predatory excursion across the mountain eastward

in Tirconnell, and he and Owen Roe Mac Sweeny

fell by each other's hands.

The sons of Flaherty O'Rourke being expelled

from Brefney, went into Tirconnell, from whence

they brought with them a ])arty of the Tirconnel-

lians into Brefney, where they committed great

Butler the younger, earl of Orinond, was lord justice. In 1408,
on the second of August, Tlionias, Duke of Lancaster, came again

to Ireland as lord lieutenant, and landed witli a large force at Car-
lingford. In tiie same year, according toTaaiFe and others, a great

battle was fought on the plains of Kilmainham, near Dublin, by the

Irish under Art JIac Murrogh O'Cavenach, against the English

forces commanded by the duke of Lancaster, in which the English

were defeated witii great slaughter, particularly at a ford on the

Liffey, which was so heaped witii dead bodies, that the river was
reddened with the blood of the slain, and hence designated Ath-
cro, or the bloody ford ; and the bridge erected there afterwards

was known by tiie name of Bloody Bridge, in modern times Bar-
rack Bridge. In this l)attle the duke of Lancaster was severely

wounded, and narrowly escaped witli his life ; he soon after re-

tired to England, leaving Tliomas Butler, prior of BLilmainham,

son of the duke of Ormond, as lord deputy.

A.D. 1401.

1. The two Mac Willtnnis here mentioned were styled Mac
William Eigliter and Mac William Oughter, two great branches of

the Burkes of Connaught, the one ancestors of the Burkes, earls of

Clanrickard, the other of the Burkes, earls of Mayo, of whom ac-
counts have been given in the notes on North and South Con-
naught.

Ormond and Vesies. In this article will be given the history

and topography of the territories comprised in the present counties

of Tipperary and Waterford, together with their chiefs and clans,

and the possessions of each in ancient and modem times, collected

from the topographies of O'lleerin, O'Brien, and O'Halloran,
O'Flaherty's Ogygia, Keating, Ware, Giraldus Camhrensis, Cam-
den, O'Conor's Rerum Hib. Scrip., Lanigan'sEcclesistical History,

the Annals of the Four Masters and of Inisfallen, Lodge's and
otiier Peerages, Mac Geoghegan's Ireland, Smith's History of

Waterford, the Map of Ortelius, Surveys, and various other

works.
Ormond, in Irish Oir Mumlian, Oir Mumha, or XTrmhumha,

signifying East Munster, was one of the large divisions of ancient
Munster, as explained in the note on Thomond, and the Kmgdom
of Munster, at A. D. 1 364. Ancient Ormond extende<l from Gabh-
ran, now Gowran, in the county of Kilkenny, and westward to

Cnamhchoill, or Cleathclmill, near the town of Tipperary, and from
Bearnan Eile, now Barnanelly, a parisli in the county of Tippe-
rary, in vvhicli is situated the Devil's Bit Mountain, and from
tiience southward to Oilean-ui-Biiric, or O'Bric's Island, near
Bonmahon, on the coast of Waterford, tlms comprising the greater

part of Ti])perary, witli parts of the counties of Kilkenny andWa-
terford. The name of Ormond is still retained in the two baronies

of Ormond, in Tipperary.

DesieSy in Irish Deise, was an ancient territory comprising the
greater part of Waterford, with a part of Tipperary, and got its

name from the tribe of the Deisigh, called also Desii. Tiiese

Desii, or Desians, were descended from Fiacim .Suidhe, a son of
Feilimidh Reachtmar, wlio was monarch of Ireland in the second
century. This Fiacha Suidhe was brother of the celebrated Con
of the Hundred Battles, monarch of Ireland; hence the Desians,

plunder on O'Rourke, which they carried off into

Tirconnell.

A.D. 1401.

Malachy O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, a man of

great hospitality and humanity, and Thomas, son

of sir Edmond Burke, that is Edmond iVlbanach,

the son of VVilham, lord of the English of Con-

naught, died, after having gained the victory of re-

pentance; two Mac Williams' were appointed after

his descendants, were a branch of the Heremonians ; they pos-

sessed in Mcath a large territory, called from them Deise, or Deise

Teamrach, tliat is, Deise of Tara, being situated near Tara, and the

name of this ancient territory is still retained in the two baronies of

Deece, in the county of Meath. In the reign of Cormac, monarch
of Ireland in the third century, Aongus, prince of Deise in Meath,

grandson of Fiacha Suidhe, resenting the exclusion of his own
branch from the monarchy, waged a rebellion against king Cormac,
and with a l)ody of forces broke into the palace of Tara, wounded
Cormac, and killed his son Ceallach, A. D. 278 ; but Cormac,
having quelled tlie rebellion in seven successive battles, drove

Aongus and his accomplices into Munster, where they got settle-

ments from OilioU Olum, king of Munster, who granted them the

lands extending from the river Suir southward to the sea, and

from Lismore to Ccan C'riadain, or Creadan Head, thus comprising

ahuost the wiiole of tlie territory afterwards called Waterford, and

they gave to that country the name of Deise, or Nandesi, which

was called Deisi in Mimster, to distinguish it from Deise in Meath.

The Desians becoming numerous and powerful in Munster, Aongus,

king of Munster in the iifth century, conferred on them additional

lands, and annexed to their territory MaghFeimin, which extended

north of the river Suir, as far as Corca Eathracb, comprising the

country called Machaire Caisil, or the Plain of Caslicl, and dis-

tricts about Clonmel, forming the present barony of Middlethird,

with part of Ofia, in Tipperary. The territory comprised in this

grant of king Aongus was distinguished by the name of Deise

Tuaiseeart, or North Desie, and the old territory, in Waterford, was
called Deise Deisceart, or South Desie. The nameofDesie is still

retained in the two l)aronies of Decies, in the county of Waterfiird.

The two principal families of the Desians were the O'Felans, styled

princes of Desies, and the O'Brics, chiefs in Desies.

The Mcnapians. According to the Greek geographer Ptolemy,

in his Map of Ancient Ireland, in the second century, as given by
Ware, the Menapii were the inhabitants of the territories now
forming the counties of Waterford and Wexford, chiefly located

along tiie sea coasts. These Mcnapians were a colony from Bplgic

Gaul, or Northern Germany, according to Camden, which coincides

with the accounts of our ancient annalists ; for these Mcnapians

from Belgium were the same as tiie Firbolg, 1. e. Vlri Behjici, or

Belgian men of our old writers, who state that /7u*cr <S/fl/«c, or

the Bay of Slaney, from which the river Slaney in Wexford de-

rives its name, was the chief landing place of the tirst Firbolgs

who arrived in Ireland. Cicsar, in his commentaries, speaks of

tlie Mcnapians of Belgic Gaul as a very valiant people, whose
manner of making war on the Romans was, by retiring with tiieir

valuable property, cattle, ijcc. into woods, morasses, and inaccssi-

hle places, and thence making sudden assaults upon tlic Romans,
a mode of warfare precisely similar to that adopted by the Irish

clans against the English. Cresar, in order to subdue them, em-
ployed his array in cutting down the woods, and wasting their

villages ; and the same plans were put into practice by king

Richard II. in Ireland, as detailed in a note in these Annals at the

year 139!). On Ptolemy's Map the city Menapia is considered to

be that afterwards called Wexford, but others suppose it to have

been Waterford.

The Coriondi, of whom an account has been given in the note
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Thomas Burke, namely, Ulic, son of Ricard Oge,

was made Mac A^'illiam, and Walter, son of Tho-

mas Burke was made another Mac William, but

yielded submission to Mac William of Clanricai'd,

in seniority.

on Desmond, as some of the ancient inhabitants of Cork, are placed

on Ptolemy's Map also in the territory afterwards called Tippe-

rary ; and according to Ptolemy's Map, l)y \\'are, the Udcei, or

Ouodiai, also inhabited part ofTipperary, and appear to be the

same as the Clanna Deagha, or Un IJeghnldh of the Irish writers,

called Degadii by Charles O'Conor; and these Dejradians were

celebrated ancient tribes in Munster, who originally emigrated

from Ulster, and of wliom an account has been given in the notes

on Thoraond and Desmond.
In the early ages, as already explained in the notes on Tho-

mond and Desmond, the Heberians and Ithians alternately ruled

as kings of Munster. In the third century the Heberians, or race

of Heber, were divided into three great branches, namely, the

Eugenians, Dalcassians, and Clan Kian, and kings of the Euge-

nian and Dalcassian race alternately ruled over Munster, from the

third to the eleventh century. The Dalcassians were kings of

Thomond, or the counties of Clare, Limerick, and part of Tippe-

rary, and the head family of them were the O'Briens, kings of

Thoraond. The Eugenians were kings of Desmond, or the counties

ofCork and Kerry, with parts of Tipperary and Waterford, and

the head family of them were the MacCarlhys, kings of Desmond.

Tlie other branch of the Heberians, called Clan Kian, were chiefly

located in Ormond, and an account of them will be given in the

subsequent part of the present article. In the third century

Piaeha Muilleathan, a celebrated king of Munster, had his resi-

dence at Rath Naoi, near Cashel, now called Knock-Rafi'an, and

this Fiacha granted to Cairbre Muse, son of the king of Meatli, a

famous bard, as a reward for his poems, an extensive territory,

called from liim Muscrith Tire, comprising the two present baro-

nies of Ormond, in the county of Tipperary, The kings of Des-

mond, of the Eugenian race, were also styled kings of Cashel, as

they chiefly resided there. The name of Cashel, in Irish, Caisiol,

or C'aiseal, signifies a stone fortress or castle ; or, according to

others, a rock; or, as stated in Cormac's Glossary, is derived

from Cios rent, and ail, a rock, signifying the rock of tribute,

as the people paid tribute there to the kings. The for-

tress of the kings was situated on the great rock of Cashel, and
Core, king of Munster, of the Eugeuian race, in the fourth cen-

tury, was the first who made Cashel a royal residence ; and the

surrounding country was called Corca Eathrach, a territory which

was first possessed by the descendants of Amergin, one of the sons

of Milesius, and extended from Tipraid-Farann, near the abbey of

Holy Cross, to Dunandreas, and northward to Knoekraft'an ; it was
also called Machaire Chaisil or the plain of Cashel, and also Eogan-
acht Cashel. This Core, before he became king of Munster, re-

sided some time in Albany or North Britain, where he married

Mongfinna, daughter of Feredach, king of the Picts,and the princes

descended fromthis marriage were, as stated inO'Flaherty's Ogygia
(vol. II. p. 304), progenitors ofthe great Stewarts or earls of Len-
nox and Marr in Scotland. Nathfrach, son of Core, by Abinda,

daughter of Aongus, prince of Corca Luighe, became king of Mun-
ster, and his son, Aongus, was the first Christian king of Munster.

St. Patrick, according to Lauigan and other authorities, pro-

ceeded on his mission to Munster, A. D. 44.3, and spent seven

years in his conversion of the people of that province to the Chris-

tian faith. He converted Aongus, king of Munster, at Cashel,

and a remarkable circumstance is mentioned as having occurred

at the baptismal ceremony, the king's foot having been accidentally

pierced by the iron point of St. Patrick's staff or crozier, on which
he inadvertently leant, but the king patienrly bore the pain, con-

sidering it a part of the ceremony. According to Usher, O'Fla-

herty, and others, the Christian faith was propagated to some ex-

tent in Munster by SS. Ailbe, Deelan, and Ibar, as precursors of

St. Patrick, but Larngan doubts these accounts, and states that

those saints, though contemporary with Saint Patrick, had notpro-

Donal O'Malley, lord of Umalia (in Mayo),

died at an advanced age.

Cathal Roe Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir Eo-

luis, was slain at Druim Chubra, by Geoffrey, son

of Malachy Mac Rannall.

bably preached the Gospel there before his time. St. Ailbe, of

Emiy, is celebrated as the patron saint ofMunster ; Deelan of Ard-

more,and Ibar of Wexford, were also celebrated saints at the same
time, in the fifth century, and these, together with Cartbach of

Lismore, Finbarr of Cork, and Brendan of Kerry, are the cele-

brated patron saints of Munster.

Danish Wars.—In the beginning of the ninth century, the

Scandinavians or Danes, Swedes and Norwegians, invaded Ire-

land, and during the whole of the ninth and tenth centuries, made
several expeditions hither, with powerful fleets and forces, and

ravaged and laid waste the entire country, repeatedly plundering

and burning abbeys, churches, colleges, cities, and towns, with

all the violence of Pagan fury. The celebrated Danish king and

warrior Begnar Lodhrog, who had overrun a great part of Eng-

land, also invaded Ireland with a powerful force, in the beginning

of the nmth century, and fought many great battles with the Irish

kings, as narrated in the Danish chronicles of Snorro Sturleson,

Saxo Grammaticus, and Torfcus, in Johnstone's Celto-Scandina-

vian and Celto-Normanic Antiquities, and in Turner's Anglo-

Saxons. It is said that Begnar remained a year at Dublin, and

amongst the Irish kings he had conquered, are mentioned Mel-

brie and Marstein, and three kings of Leinster. Amongst the

battles fought by Begnar with the Irish kings, is mentioned one

at Vedra Fiord "or Waterford, and in the Bpicedium, or Death-

song of Begnar Lodbrog, translated by Johnstone from the Danish,

occurs the following passage respecting this great battle ;

—

"In heaps promiscuous were piled the enemy,

Olad was the kindred of the Falcon,

From the clamorous shouts they boded an approaching

feast,

Marstein, Erin's king, whelmed by the iron sleet,

Allayed the hunger of the Wolf and Eagle,

And the slain at Vcdra's Ford

Became the raven's booty."

Among the Scandinavians the wolf and raven were sacred to

their great Deity Odin ; hence they arc here mentioned by the

Danish poet, and the figure of a raven was also the chief ensign

borne on the Danish standards in battle.

A.D. 812, the Danes landed a powerful force in West Mun-
ster, but were defeated by Art, son of Cathal, king of Munster,

near Lough Lein, or the Lakes of Killarney. Felim, son of Crim-

than, of the Eugenian race, a celebrated warrior, was about this

period king of Cashel, and defeated the Danish forces in a great

battle, and pursued them to their ships with great slaughter.

Felim, having resigned the crown, became a monk and died, A. D.

846. Olchobhar, bishop of Emly, of the Eugenian race, suc-

ceeded Felim as king of Cashel, and assisted by Lorcan, king of

Leinster, they collected their forces, and A.D. 848, fought a

great battle with the Danes, according to the Annals of Inisfallen,

at Sgiath Neachtain, in Desies, in which the foreigners were

defeated, and twelve hundred of them slain, together with the

princes Tomar and Eric, their chief commanders ; and in two

other battles, the same year, seventeen hundred of the Danish

forces were slain by the Irish, under Olchobar. It has been stated

by some writers that Olchobar himself was killed in one of those

battles, but that account is err.;neous, for he did not die till

A. D. 850, as mentioned by Lanigan, and in Ware's Bishops of

Emly. A.D. 831, the Danes and Norwegians landed a power-

I'ul force at Waterford, and proceeding to Lismore, plundered and

burned its celebrated college, together with the churches and city.

.4 D. 833, Cork and Lismore were plundered and burned by the

Danes. A. D. 842, CoT<, Ferns, and Clonfert were plundered and

burned, and their bishops slain by the Danes; and the abbey of
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Mulruana, son of Cathal Roe Mac Rannall, was

slain by the sons of the same Malachy, while they

were in pursuit of prey.

Tir-da-glas, in Tipperary, wa8 also destroyed by the Danes.

A.D. 845, the Danes, under,Turgesius, ravaged and plundered Emiy,
Lorrha, and Tir-da-glas, in Tipperary. A. D. 848, the Eugenians

of Cashel defeated the Danes in a battle at Dun Maoltuile, in

which five hundred of the foreigners were slain.

A. D. 8.53, Aulaf, a Norwegian prince, together with liis

brothers, Sitric and Ivar, landed in Ireland with a great force

;

Aulaf took possession of Dublin, Ivar of Limerick, and Sitric of

Waterford, and liaving enlarged and fortified those cities, they

settled in them colonies of Danes and Norwegians ; and it appears

the Irish kings partly gave them permission to do so on paying

them some tribute, and for the purpose of carrying on commerce.

The Danes afterwards also got possession of Cork, and those

Danish colonies continued under their own kings, as the chief

rulers of the cities of Dublin, Waterford, Wexford, Limerick,

and Cork, for a period of more than two hundred years, and even

down to the Anglo-Norman invasion in the twelfth century.

A. D. 8.59, Maolguala, son of Dongaile, king of Desmond, was
killed with stones by the Danes. During the ninth and tenth

centuries, according to the Annals of Inisfallen and others, the

Danes are mentioned as having frequently landed their forces with

powerful fleets at Loch-dn-cluwch in Desies, now the bay of

Waterford. A. D. 872, Ceanfaoladh, bishop of Emly, of the

Eugenian race, who had succeeded Olchobar as king of Cashel,

died. Cormac, son of Cuillionain, generally called Corraac Mac
Cuillionain, became bishop of Cashel, and king of Monster ; he

was of the Eugenian race, and, according to the Annals of Inis-

fallen, was bom A. D. 837, and became king of Monster, A. D.

901. A. D. 90G, Flann Sionna, monarch of Ireland, and Car-

roll, king of Leinster, having marched an army into Monster,

laid waste the country as far as Limerick ; but in A. D. 907, Cor-

mac Mac Cuillionain, having collected tlie Munster forces, and

joined by Lorcan, king of Tlioniond, marched into Leinster and

defeated the army of the monarch Flann Sionna, in a great battle

on the heath of Moylcna (a place in the barony of Fercall, King's

county), and forced Flann to give him hostages. A. D. 908, the

monarch Flann, aided by the kings of Meath, Ulster, Connaught,
and Leinster, collected a powerful array for the invasion of Mun-
ster, marched into Leinster, but Cormac Mac Cuillionain, having

collected the forces of Munster and Ossory, both armies met and
fought a tremendous battle at Beallach Miighna, in which the

Munster army was defeated ; and according to the Annals of

Inisfallen, six thousand of tliem, together with Cormac Mac
Cuillionain himself, and many princes and chiefs, were slain. The
battle of Beallach Mughna was fought on Tuesday, the 16th of

August, A.D. 908, and the place is now known as Ballymoon,

near Old Leighlin, in the county of Carlow ; it was also called

the battle of Magh Ailbe or Moyalbe, signifying the White
Plain. King Cormae's body being found amongst the slain,

was, according to some accounts, buried at Cashel, but Keat-
ing says, at the abbey of Castlederraott, in Kildare. Cormac
Mac Cuillionain was one of the most eminent of the Irish ec-

clesiastics, and is highly extolled by all our old annalists for

his learning, wisdom, piety, munificence, and other virtues ;

and famous as the author of the celebrated Psalter of Cnshel,

of which an account is given in the present article. King

Cormac by his will bequeathed forty ounces of gold, and the

same of silver to various churches, with a great number of gold

and silver chalices, silken vestments, ornamented mass-books, and

many other valuable articles, and directed his Psalter to be pre-

served at Cashel, for the information of future ages. A few years

after the death of Cormac, Flaherty, bishop of Inis Catha in Lime-

rick, became king of Cashel ; and it is a remarkable circumstance

that, as mentioned above, Olchobar and Ceannfaoladh were at the

same time bishops of Emly and kings of Cashel, or Munster j and

Cormac Mac Cuillionian was also both bishop of Cashel and king

of Munster ; but similar instances are found in the history ofother

nations, as amongst the Jews their temporal princes were often

Conor Anabaidh O'Kelly assumed the lordship

of Hy Maine, after his father.

The Rock of Lough Key (in Roscommon), was

also high priests, as in the great family of the Maccabees, Judas
Macabeus and his brothers were at the same time high priests and
military leaders of the Jewish people. A. D. 914 the Danes landed

a large force at Waterford, but were defeated with great slaughter

by the prince of Idrone ; and in the years 913 and 916 it is men-
tioned that the Danes plundered and burned Lismore. A D. 916,

the Danes of Waterford marched into Meath, and plundered the

entire country ; and in the same year, according to the Annals of

Ulster, Reginald, son of Ivar, came with his ships to Waterford.

A. D. 941, according to the Annals of Innidfallen, the Danes were
defeated in Desies and at Ferns, by Ceallachan, king of Cashel,

and the men of Munster, and two thousand of the foreigners were
slain. In the same year the celebrated Murcheartach Mac Neill,

prince of Oileach, in Ulster, having some contests with Ceallachan,

king of Cashel, marched his forces to Munster, and took Ceallachan

prisoner, whom he delivered into the hands of Donogh Mac Floinn,

king of Tara. Accounts of various great victories gained over the

Danes by Ceallachan, king of Cashel, Brian Born, and his brother

Mahon, in the latter end of the tenth century, have been given in

the notes on Thomond and Desmond. The Buttle of Roscrea.—
A great annual fair was in ancient times held in Roscrea, in Tippe-

rary, which commenced on the festival ofSS. Peter and Paul, and

continued fourteen days, attended by merchants from all parts of

Ireland, and even from foreign countries. The Danes of Limerick,

whose chief at that time was Tomar, together with those of Wa-
terford, and also the Danes of Connaught, formed the project of

attacking and plundering the people at this fair, and of seizing the

immense quantities of merchandize and treasure collected there.

Olfin, chief of the Danes of Connaught, was their principal leader,

and marched his men as secretly as possible in detached parties

through Galway towards the Shannon, and embarking in tlieir boats,

crossed the river in great numbers. On tlieir landing in Ormond,
an alarm was communicated throughout the entire country by

lighting fires ; and the Irish having collected their forces, and

joined by greatnumbers of the peopleat the fair, armed themselves

expeditiously, and assailing the enemy on every side, with deter-

mined bravery, the Danes were totally defeated, and four thousand

of them, together with their general, Olfin, were slain.

In the Irish Annals are menlioned many Danish kings of Water-

ford. A.D. 893, Patrick, son of Ivar, king of the Danes of Wa-
terford, was slain. A. D. 1000, Ivar, king of the Danes of Water-

ford, died ; and A.D. 1003, Reginald, son of Ivar, succeeded as

king, and built the fortress called Reginald's Tower, still standing

under the name of Ring Tower. A.D. 10-23, Sitric, king of the

Danes of Waterford, was killed hy the people of Ossory. A.D.

1036, Reginald, son of Ivar, king of the Danes of Waterford, was

killed at Dublin, by Sitric, king of the Danes of Dublin ; and

A.D. 1038 Commanus, son of Haban, king of the Danes in Water-

ford, was killed, and the city of Waterford was burned by Dermod
Mac Maol-na-mbo, king of Leinster. A.D. 1038, the Danes of

Dublin marched to Waterford, which they plundered and burned;

and A.D. 1089, the Danes of Dublin, Waterford, and Wicklow,

with their combined forces, marched to attack Cork, but were de-

feated by the Irish with great slaughter. The Danes, having been

converted to Christianity, Waterford was erected into a bishop's

see, A.D. 1096, and Malchus, a Dane, who was a Benedictine

monk, was appointed its first bishop. A.D. 1136 Melisa O'Han-

mire,the Danish bishop of Waterford, died; and Tostius, another

Dane, succeeded hira.

The Anglo-Norman Invasion.—Waterford is celebrated as the

chief landing place of the Anglo-Norman invaders, under Strong-

bow and his followers, invited over as allies by Dermod Mac Mur-

rogh, king of Leinster ; and this city is also remarkable as the

chief place where several kings of England landed on their expe-

ditions to Ireland. A.D. 1169, in the month of May, Robert

Fitzstepben, Maurice Fitzgerald, David Barry, Ilervey de Monte

Marisco, Myler Fitzhenry, Maurice Prendergast, and other chiefs

from Wales, being the first of the Anglo-Normans who invaded
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taken by the sons of Fergal Mac Dermott, and
many persons were slain and drowned about it,

Ireland, landed at the bay of Bannow, or Bag-an-bun, in the county
of Wexford, near the bay of Waterford, with a force of about five

hundred men, knights and archers, according to Hanmer, and
were joined by five hundred of the picked troops of their Irish

ally, Dermod Mac Murrogh. Their combined forces marched to-

wards Wexford, but the Danish and Irish inhabitants of that
town bravely resisted them in various conflicts for the space of
three days, but being overcome they surrendered the town to Mac
Murrogh, who soon afterwards collecting a powerful army of three
thousand men, marched, together with his English allies, into Os-
sory and other parts of Leinster, and ravaged the country, of
which expedition an account may be found in Hanmer's Chronicle,
and in Harris's Iliberniea, written by Maurice Regan, who was
secretary to Mac Murrogh. A. D. 1170, on the 1st of May,
Raymond le Gros, and other Anglo-Norman chiefs, landed near
the rock of Dundonnel, or Dundonalf, or according to others, Dun-
doragh or Duodrone, in the county of Wexford, about four miles
from Waterford, near the river Suir, with a force of about one
hundred and thirty knights and archers; and being joined by other
Anglo-Normans from Wexford, under Hervey de Monte Ma-
risco, they proceeded to attack Waterford. The Danes of that
city, joined by the Irish, sallied out to attack them, but were
defeated chiefly by a stratagem of the English, who collected to-

gether agreat number of cows, and havingdriven them onward with
great shouts, and piercing them with their weapons, theaifrighted
and wounded cattle ran furiously against the approaching troops
from Waterford, who were defeated with great loss, and amongst
the slain was O'Ryan, prince of Idrone. Seventy of the princi-

pal citizens of Waterford having been made prisoners in the pur-
suit, their limbs were first broken by the English, and they were
then cast headlong from the rocks into the sea. In this year, on
the eve of St. IJartholomew, the 23rd of August, Richard de
Clare, earl of Pembroke, commonly called Stronghow, landed
near Waterford, with a force of about fifteen hundred men,
knights, archers, and men-at-arms, and being joined by the troops

of Raymond le Gros, they on the next day attacked Waterford,
then governed by two Danish princes, Reginald and Smorth,
who defended the city with their Danish forces, aided by the
Irish, under Malachy O'Felan, prince of Desies; the English
were twice repulsed, but at length took the city on the 251 h of
August. Amongst the prisoners were Reginald and JIalachy
O 'Felan, whom they condemned to death, but O'Felan's life was
saved through the interference of Dermod Mac Murrogh, who
on that day had come from Ferns with his daughter Eva, whom,
according to his previous agreement, he gave in marriage to

Stronghow, and in a day or two after the ceremony was performed
at Waterford, and king Dermod conferred on his son-in-law the
title of heir presumptive to the kingdom of Leinster.

A. D. 1171, king Henry II., embarking at Milford Haven,
landed at Croch, now Crook, near Waterford, on St. Luke's day,
the 18th of October, with a fleet, according to Littleton and
others, of four hundred sail, but other accounts say two hundred
and forty ships ; he had a force consisting of four thousand ca-
valry or men-at-arms, and five hundred knights, and was at-

tended by Stronghow, William Fitz Adehu, Huph de Lacy,
Humphrey de Bohun, and other lords and barons. The day after

king Henry's arrival, Dermod Mac Carthy, king of Desmond,
waited on him at Waterford, delivered him the keys of the city

of Cork and did him homage. Henry, at the head of his army,
marched to Lismore, where he remained two days and thence
proceeded to Cashel, near which, on the banks, of the Suir,

Donal O'Brien, king of Thomond, came to meet him, and deliver-

ing to him the keys of the city of Limerick, did him homage, as
Dermod Mac Carthy had done. Mae Gill])atrick, prince of Os-
sory, O'Felan, prince of Desies, and other chiefs, submitted soon
after. From Cashel, Henry returned through Tipperary to Water-
ford, and shortly after proceeded to Dublin, where he remained
during the winter, and entertained the Irish kings and princes
who had submitted to him in a style of great magnificence.
In February, 1172, Henry returned to Waterford, and held, it is

and the guards who were in care of it surrendered

on receiving a bribe.

said, a council or parliament at Lismore, and also convened a
synod of bishops and clergy at Cashel, ofwhich an account may be
found in Lanigan's Ecclesiastical History. King Henry, after
remaining in Ireland about six months, embarked at Wexford on
Easter Monday, the 17th of April, 1172, set sail for England,
and arrived the same dayat Port Finnain in Wales. A. D. 1174,
Raymond le Gros landed at Waterford, with a large force from
Wales, to relieve Stronghow, then besieged by the Irish in that
city, and succeeded in rescuing him.

The Battle of Tlnules.—A^ D. 1 ] 74, the English forces,joined

by some Danish allies from Dublin, and commanded by carl

•Stronghow, Henry de Monte Marisco, and others, marched into

Tipperary and laid waste the country ; but according to the Four
Masters, and other authorities, Donal O'Brien, king of Thomond,
at the head of the Daleassians, aided by battalions of Connaught,
under king Roderick O'Conor, marched to oppose them, and in a
great battle fought at Thurles, totally defeated the English forces,

of whom seventeen hundred were slain, and the few who sur-

vived fled in dismay with the earl to Waterford. After intel-

ligence of the victory at Thurles reached the Irish at Waterford,
they attacked the English garrison in that city and slew two hun-
dred of them, according to the Annals of Inisfallen. A. D. 117&,
the English forces, commanded by Raymond le Gros, joined by
some Irish allies, under Mac Gillpatrick, prince of Ossory, fought
a great battle in a defile near Cashel, with the troops of Donal
O'Brien, king of Thomond, in which, after great slaughter on both
sides, the Irish were at length defeated. In the same year, ac-
cording to Lauigan, king Henry sent Nicholas, abbot of Malms-
bury, and William Fitz Adelm to Ireland, with the Bull of Pope
Adrian IV., and the Brief of Pope Alexander III., and a meeting
of bishops was convened at Waterford, where these documents
were publicly read, being the first time they were published in

Ireland, and conferring on king Henry the kingdom of Ireland.

A.D. 118."), on the Ist of April, prince John, earl of Morton,
son of king Henry II., landed at Waterford with a fleet of sixty

ships, and a large force of archers and cavalry, of whom four

hundred were knights ; he was accompanied by Ralph Glanville,

chief justice of England, and by Giraldus Cambrensis, his secre-

tary and tutor. Several Irish chiefs waited on him at W'aterford

to do him homage, but the Norman nobles treated them with
great insolence and derision, pulling their bushy beards and long

hair or glibs. These insults and indignities were highly resented

by the chiefs, who indignantly departed and roused their country-
men to make war on the English, of whom great numbers were
slain in various engagements. Prince John had castles erected at

Lismore, Ardfinnan, Tibrad, and other places in Tipperary and

Waterford; and as stated in the Four Masters, having proceeded

to plunder Munster, his forces were defeated with great slaughter

by the Irish, under Donal O'Brien, and according to other ac-

counts, almost his entire army was cut ofl" in various conflicts, in

consequence of which he was recalled from Ireland by his father.

A.D. 1 190, the English forces, under William Marshall,earl of Pem-
broke, were defeated with great loss near Thurles, by the Dal-

eassians, under Donal O'Brien, king of Thomond; and again in

1192, the English having marched into Tipperary, and into Tho-
mond as far as Killaloe, were defeated with great slaughter by the

Irish, under Donal O'Brien. A. D. 1210, on the 8th of June,

king John landed at Waterford, with a large fleet and powerful

force, and soon after proceeded to Dublin, and from thence through

various parts of Meath and Ulster. An account of his progress

in Ireland has been given in a note in these Annals, at the year

1209. After remaining nearly three months, he embarked for

England in the latter end of August.

Waterford is also celebrated as the place of landing and em-
barkation of other kings of England, and an account of the two

expeditions of king Richard II. to Ireland, in the years 1394 and

1399, is given in a note to the present number at the year 1399.

In A. D. 1689, on the second of September, king William III.

embarked at Waterford for England, and being again in Ire-

land, A. D. 1690, at the siege of Limerick, he came to Waterford,
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Felim, son of Cathal Oge O'Conor, was taken

prisoner by the son of O'Conor Don.

A conference was held between Niall Oge O'Neill

and eraliarked for England on tlie 5lh of Septemher. In 1C90,
king James 11., after the battle of the Boyne, on the 2nd of July,

arrived at Waterford, from whence he set sail to France.

Amongst the ancient notices of Waterford, it may he mentioned,
that A. D. 1497, in consequence of the loyalty of the citizens of

M'aterford, against the mock princes and pretenders to the crown
of England, namely, Lambert Simnel, and Perkin Warbeck, king
Henry VII., granted, with other honours to the city, the motto
Intueta vianet Waterfordla^ hence it is designated Urhs In-

tacta ; and in 153fi, king Henry VIII., sent by sir William Wyse
to the citizens of Waterford a gilt sword , to be always borne be-

fore the mayors, in remembrance of their renowned fidelity.

Irish Chiefs and Clans of Ormond and Vesies.—The following

accounts of the chiefs and clans of Ormond and Desies, and the

territories possessed by each in ancient and modern times, have
been collected from the various works quoted at the commence-
ment of this article. In Desies the following were the chiefsand

clans: I. 0'Faolain,orO'Felan. The O'Felans were styled princes

of Desies, and their descent from the Desians of Meath, a branch
of the Heremonians, has been already given in the preceding part

of this article. Many of the O'Felans, princes of Desies, are men-
tioned in the Four blasters and Annals of Innisfallen, from the

eleventh to the thirteenth century. Malachy O'Felan was prince

of Desies at the period of the Anglo-Norman invasion, and soon
after they lost their possessions and rank in the county of Water-
ford, and their territory was transferred to the Le Poers, and other

Anglo-Norman settlers, but there are still several very respectable

families of the O'Felans, or Phelans, some of whom have changed
the name to Whelan, in the counties of Waterford, Tipperary, Kil-

kenny and Queen's county. The O'Felans, as princes of Desies,

held an extensive territory, comprising the greater part of the pre-

sent county of Waterford, with part of Tipperary, as explained in

the account of Desies at the beginning of this article. II. O'Bric
was the otlier head chief of Desies, and of the same descent as

O'Felan, The O'Brics were styled chiefs or lords of South Desies,

an extensive territory in the southern part of Waterford, but in

early times were expelled from that county by the Eugenians of
Desmond. The territory of the O'Brics was also called lath

O'Neachach, as mentioned by O'Brien at the word lath. The
O'Felans and O'Brics are thus designated by O'Heerin :

" Two mild chiefs whom I do not conceal,

Rule over the Desies, which I affirm,

O'Bric who enforced all tributes,

And also the wise and fair O'Felan.

" In Moylacha of the fertile slopes

Rules O'Felan for the benefit of the tribe.

Great is the territory allotted for them,
Of which O'Felan took possession.

" Hy Neachach which is delightful,

In the south of woody Inis Fail,

O' Erie's selection along the waves,

From Leac Logfaa to Liathdrum."

III. The O'Briens, a branch of the O'Briens of Thomond, had ex-
tensive possessions along the Cummeragh mountains, comprising
the vallies between Dungarvan and the river Suir, as stated in

O' Brien's Dictionary at the word Cuntaraic, and are also placed

on the Map ofOrtelius. IV. The O'Crottys, a branch of the

O'Briens, princes of Thomond, as stated in O'Brien's Dictionary at

the word Civfuch, possessed the country about Lismore, and there

are still many respectable families of the name in the county of

Waterford. V. The Magraths were old and respectable families

in the county of Waterford. There are several respectable ancient

Irish families of the O'Sheas, O'Ronaynes, O'Helys, O'C.allaghans,

O'Coghlans, O'llearas, &c. in the county of Waterford.

/» Ormond, or the county of Tipperary, the following have

and Torlogh O'Donnell, at Caoluisge (near Bally-

shannon), on which occasion they made peace with

each other.

been the chiefs and clans of note. O'Heerin thus describes Cashel
in commencing his topography of that territory :

" Our visit to Cashel of the kings.

And the race of Core who practised no evil deeds,
The history of their tribes we shall unfold.

Together with their sages and people.

" Let us henceforth record each hero.

About Cashel's plain of protecting ramparts;
A country of fruitful woods, the chief fortress

;

We are well acquainted witli then- history.

" Let us give the lead to the chief territory,

To Cashel of the smooth level plain,

Corca Athrach it was known by name,
And boldly over districts marched its batalions.

*' There the lord of the land resides,

At Cashel of the brown-nut plains,

In comfort and joy he holds his sway,
A protector to the country of Cashel."

I. O'Donchadha, or O'Donoghoe, chief of Eoganacht of Cashel,

and some of them styled kingsof Cashel, one of whom is mentioned
in the annals of the Four Masters at the year 1088, as king pre-

siunptive of Cashel. These O'Donoghoes were of the Kugenian
race, and of the same descent as the Mac Carthys, khigs of Des-
mond, and are thus designated by O'Heerin :

" Eoganacht of Cashel, it is the plain of Kian,
O'Donoghoe is its lineal inheritor.

Its name in other times was Feimin,

Extending to the border of the brown-nut plain."

The ancient kings of Cashel or Munster, of the Eugenian race,

were inaugurated on the Rock of Cashel, and those of the Dalcas-
sian race, or O'Briens, kings of Thomond, had their place of inau-

guration at Magh Adbair, situated in the townland ofToonagh,
parish of Cloney, barony of Ujiper Tulla, in the county of Clare.

II. O'Cearbhail, or O'Carroll, prince of Ely, who was the head of
the Clan Kian race, as the Mac Carthys were of the Eugenians,
and the O'Briens of the Dalcassians. The territory of Ely, in

Irish Eile, got its name from Eile, one of its kings in the fifth cen-

tury, and from being possessed by the O'Carrolls, was called Ely
O'Carroll. It comprised the present barony of Lower Ormond, in

the county of Tipperary, with the barony of Clcnlisk and part of

Ballybrit, in the King's county, extending to Slieve Bloom Jloun-
tains, on the borders of the Queen's county. The part of Ely in

the King's county belonged to the ancient provmce of Munster.
The O'Carrolls are thus designated by O'Heerin, who slates that

they ruled over eight subordinate chiefs

:

*' Lords to whom great men submit

Are the O'Carrolls of the plain of Birr
;

Princes of Ely as far as the lofty Slieve Bloom,
The most hospitable land in Erin.

" Eight districts and eight chiefs are ruled

By the prince of Ely of the land of herds
;

Valiant in enforcing their tributes

Are the troops of the yellow-ringletted hair."

Tlie O'Carrolls had their chief castle at Birr, now Parsonstown, in

Ihe King's county, and many valiant chiefs of them are mentioned
in the course of these Annals. As princes and lords of Ely, thev
were very powerful from the twelfth to the sixteenth century, and
many of them are mentioned in Lodge's Peerage, as connected by
marriage alliances with the greatest families in Munster, as the
O'Briens, earls of Thomond, the Fitzgeralds, earls of Desmond,
and the Butlers, earls of Ormond. Some of these O'Carrolls were
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Shortly after a contest arose between O'Donnell

and Bryan, son of Henry O'Neill, for Bryan led a

distinguished officers in the service of Spain, and in modern times

there are many very respectable families of the name in Tipperary

and the King's county. III. O'Ceinneide, O'Cineide, or O'Ken-
nedy. The O'Kennedys are given by O'Heerin as chiefs of Gleann
Omra, and several of them are mentioned in the Four Masters as

lords of Orniond. They were of the Dalcassian race, and posses-

sed the barony of Upper Orraond, in tlie county of Tipperary, and,

as lords of Orinond, were very powerful chiefs, and held tlieir rank

from the twelfth to the sixteenth century. The O'Kennedys are

thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

*' O' Kennedy, who reddens his spears.

Rules over the smooth, extensive Glen Omra,
By his tribe is possessed the brown plains gained by valour

;

He obtained the land without opposition."

IV. O'Toirdhcalhhaidh, or, as it is written in the Books of Leacan
andBallyraote, O'Urthaile, anglicised to O'Hurley. The O'Hur-
leys are of the Dalcassian race, and are stated in O'Flaherty's

Ogygia to be of the tribe of Hy Bloid, who possessed the territory

called Triocha Hy Bloid, which comprised a great part of the ba-

ronies of Lower Ormond and Owney, in Tipperary ; this tribe was
also designated Clan Tail, a term which was applied to the Dalcas-

sians. The O'Hurleys are thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" The territory of Hy Bloid of the silken standards,

The chiefs of conflicts, the leaders of the battle hosts,

The tribe of Clan Tail as far as the limpid streams,

Along the extensive plain of the yews,

" O'Hurley of the tribe of Tail,

Near to Killaloe of St. Flannan
;

Delightful are its woods and productive its plains.

From thence westward to the Shannon."

A branch of the O'Hurleys also settled in Limerick, in the

barony of Owneyheg, where they are placed on the Jlap of Or-
telius, and they also had the parish of Knocklong, in the barony
of Coshlea, county of Limerick, where the ruins of their chief

castle still remain. Other branches of the O'Hurleys were
settled in Galway, and had large possessions in the baronies of

Kilccnnell, Killian, and Ballymore, of which family were sir

William and sir John Hurley, baronets. Of the O' Hurleys of

Limerick was Derraod O'Hurley, a celebrated archbishop of

Cashel, in the reign of Elizabeth. There are several respectable

families of the name in the counties of Tipperary, Limerick, and
Kerry. V. O'Eichtigeam, chief of Hy Cearnaidh, is thus men-
tioned by O'Heerin :

—

" Over Hy Ceamy of the valiant forces

Rules O'Eichtigeam of the land of tribes,

A joyful country is that of the upright man,
As far as the hospitable port of the Shannon."

VI. O'Seanchain or O'Shanahan, by some rendered to Shannon,

by others erroneously anglicised Fox, from Simmch, which in Irish

signifies a fox, thus confounding them with the Sionaeh or Fox,

lord of Telfia, in Westmeath. The O'Shanahans of Munster were
descended from Lorcan, king of Slunster, and grandfather of

Brian Boru ; hence they are a branch of the Dalcassians. They
were in ancient times powerful chiefs, and in the great battle of

Moin Mor, in Desmond, fought A. D. 11.51, and of which an ac-

count has been given in the note on Thomond, it is stated in the

Four Masters, that amongst others, seven chiefs of the O'Shana-
hans were slain in that battle. The O'Shanahans were chiefs of

a territory called Feadha Hy Rongaile, or the Woods of Hy
Rongaile, comprising the country about Eibhline, and as Slieve

Eibhline is stated in the old writers to be near Cashel, this terri-

tory appears to have been situated either in the barony of Mid-
dlethird, or of Eliogarty. The O'Shanahans are thus mentioned bj

O'Heerin :

—

force into Tirconnell, and attacked the fortress of

O'Donnell, and slew the son of Niall Oge, son of

" The forest of Hy Rongally of the level plain

Is possessed by the hospitable O'Shanahan,
The entire country about Evlinne
Is like the smooth plain of Maonmoy."

The O'Shanahans, in modern times, possessed the lands of Rath-
moyne, between Cashel and Teraplemore, and there are still several
respectable families of the name in the counties of Tipperary,
Limerick, and Waterford. One of the chief representatives of
this ancient family is E. X. Shannon, Esq., a literary gentleman,
residing near Dublin. VII. O'Duihhraic, chiefof Tuath Congaile
or Dun Braine, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

" The Clan Duibhraic of Dun Braine,

Chiefs of the country ofHy Congaile,
Their fortresses are about the beauteous Boruma,
A tribe remarkable for their golden tresses."

VIII. O'Duibhibhir, O'Duibhir, or O'Dwyer, is given by O'Heerin
as chief of Hy .\imhrith, or .\imrit, and thus designated :

—

" Hy .\imrit, the land of hospitality.

Is inherited by the tribe of O'Dwyer
;

Above all others they obtained the country,
They are the chiefsupport at each battle ford."

The O'Dwyers were a branch of the Heremonians of Leinster,

and chiefs of note in ancient times ; they possessed an extensive
territory in the present baronies of Kilnamanach, county of Tip-

perary, and there are still several respectable families of the name
in that county. Some of the O'Dwyers were commanders in the
Irish brigade in the service of France. General O'Dwyer is men-
tioned by Mac Geoghegan as governor of Belgrade, and there was
an admiral O'Dwyer in the Russian service. IX. O'Deagha or

O'Dea, and O'HoiJiolla, aregiven by O'Heerin as chiefs of Sliabh

Ardach, now the barony of Slieveardagh, in Tipperary, and thus
mentioned in the topographical poem :

—

" Slieve Ardagh of the fair lands

O'Dea inherits as his estate,

A host ofthe tribe from the head of the plain.

And also O'HoilioU from Binn Bracain "

X. O'Carthaidh or O'Carthy, chief of Muiscridli larthar Feimin,
is thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

" The portion of O'Carthy by right

Is Muscry-Iarhar-Feimin,

Rath-na-mBrandubh is now its name,
A designation generally known."

This territory, according to O'Halloran, was situated near Emly,
in Tipperary. XI. O'Mearaidhe, or O'Meara, chief of Hy
Fathaidh, Hy jViall, and Hy Eochaidh Finn. According to

O'Brien, at the word Fiarach, the O'Mearas were chiefs of Hy
Fiarach, called also Tuaim-ui-Mheara, in Tipperary. The
O'Mearas had an extensive territory in the barony of Upper Or-
mond, county of Tipperary, and the name of their chief residence

Tuaim-ui-Meara, is still retained in the town ofToomavara, in

that district. They are thus designated by O'Heerin :

—

" O'Meara, who is a goodly prince,

The chief of Hy Fahy, obtained extensive lands.

And the Hy Nialls of the race of Eogan the Fair,

All the lions whom I enumerate."

There are still several respectable families of the O'Mearas in

Tipperary and Queen's county. XII. O'Meachair orO'Meaghar,

by some rendered Maher, chief of Crioch-ui-Cairin, is thus men-
tioned by O'Heerin :

—

" Powerfully they have peopled the country.

The O'Meaghers of the land of Hy Kerrin,

A tribe who inhabited Beaman Eile,

It is not improper to extol their fame."
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Niall Gan', son of Hugh, son of Donal Oge, and

Malachy, the son of Flaherty O'Rourke, with many

The O'Meaghers were in ancient times powerful chiefs, and had

the territory now forming tlie barony of Ilierrin, in the county of

Tipperary,"and the place mentioned in the above verses as Bear-

nan Eileisnow called the Devil's Bit Mountain, in the parish of

Barnanely. There are very respectable families of the O'Meaghers

in the counties of Tippcrary, Kilkenny, and Carlow. XIII.

O'Flanagain or O'Flanagans, chiefs of Uachtar Tire, andofKinel

Arga, are thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

" O'FIanagan obtained the country

Of Uachtar Tire, a rich and fertile land.

Which always yields the choicest produce,

The plain is clad with a matchless verdant mantle.

" O'FIanagan of the mighty hand

Is chief of the entire of Kinel Arga,

He is of the race of Teige, the son of Kian the Sage,

Of the noble hospitable stock of OilioU."

It appears from O'Brien, at the word Flanagan, that there were

two chiefs of these O'Flanagans, one of Kinel Arga, a district in

Ely O'CarroU, in the King's county, and the other of Uachtar

Tire, or the upper country, in the barony of Iffa and Offa, on the

borders ofTipperary and "Waterford. XIV. O'Breislein or O'Bres-

len, chief of Hy Athaidh Eile, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin :—

" Hy Athy of Ely, as far as the shore,

It was obtained by the force of battle,

A fierce chief and brave in conflict

Is O'Breslen of the well-proportioned limbs."

This territory appears to have been a part of Ely O'Carroll, situ-

ated near the Shannon, and these O'Breslens were probably a

branch of the O'Breslens of Donegal, who were Brehons to the

O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnell, and to the Mac Quires, princes

of Fermanagh. XV. O'Cein, probably O'Kean, chief of Hy Fodh-

ladha, a district supposed to be on the borders of Tipperary and

Waterford, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

" Hy Foladha it is our duty to record,

We treat of its blooming forest,

O'Kean from Machuin Meadhaidh,

His fame shall spread over tribes."

XVI. 0'Donnagain,or O'Donnegan, is given by O'Heerin as high

prince of Aradh, and thus designated :

—

" The high prince of Ara, who rules over the tribes.

Is O'Donnegan of the hospitable countenance.

The country has yielded plenty of produce,

To the prince of Ara in great abundance."

The O'Donnegans were of the race of the Clanna Deaga or Ear-

nans of Ulster, and according to the Annals of Inisfallen, and

O'Brien at the word Miiiscrith, were princes of Muiscrith Tire,bow

Lower Ormond, in Tipperary ; and, according to O'Halloran, had

Aradh Cliach, in Tipperary, now the barony of Owney and

Arra, as mentioned in the foregoing verse XVII. O'Donnga-

laidh, probably O'Donnelly or O'Dongally ; and O'Fuirig, pro-

bably O'Furrey, are also given by O'Heerin as chiefs of Muis-

crith Tire, and thus designated :

—

" Over Muscry Tire of hospitality,

Rule two of the most noble chiefs,

O'Dongally and also O'Fuirig,

They are of Ormond of the smooth fertile plain."

XVIII. O'SuUeabhain, or O'Suillivan, is given by O'Heerin as

chief of Eoganacht Mor of Cnoc Raffan, and thus designated :

—

" O'Sullivan, who delighted not in violence,

Ruled over the great Eoganacht of Monster;

About Knockraffan he obtained his lands,

After the victory of conflicts and battles."

others. O'Donnell with his sons, and the Muintir

Duirnin, pursued Bryan on the same day, and

These O'SuUivans were a branch of the O'SuUivans, princes of

Beara, in the county of Cork, of whom an account has been given

in the note on Desmond, and the territory they possessed in Tippe-

rary, called the Eoganacht of Knock Graffan, was situated in the

barony of Middlethird, between Cashel and Cahir, and its name
is still retained in the parish of Knockgraffan, where the O'SuUi-

vans had their principal seat, and in which is an ancient mound
or moat, near the river Suir, which was in early times a residence

of the kings ofMunster; and Fiacha Muilleathan, a celebrated

king of Monster in tlie third century, had his chieffortress at that

place. XIX. O'Fogarta, or O'Fogarty, is given by O'Heerin as

chief of Ele Deisceart or south Ely, and thus designated :

—

" South Ely of established tributes.

Its clans are of the race of Eochy Baldearg,
A country of affluence abounding in hazel woods.
It is the land which O'Fogarty obtained."

Tlie O'Fogartys were chiefs of Eile-ui-Fhogartaidh, now the

liarony of Eliogarty, in Tipperary, and had tlieir chief scats about
Thurles ; it was called South Ely, to distinguish it from North
Ely, or Ely O'Carroll. There are several respectalile families of

the O'Fogartys in the county of Tipperary. XX. O'Cuillein,

O'Cullen, or Collins, chief of Eoganacht Aradh ; O'Caoillidhe

or O'Keely, chief of Aolmuighe, are thus mentioned by O'Heerin:

"O'Cullen who maintained good fame
Over the hospitable Eoganacht of Ara

;

Over the land of the fair Aolmoy,
Rules the powerful and hospitable O'Keely."

The districts of these chiefs appear to have been in the barony of

Owney and Arra, in Tipperary. XXI. O'Duinechair, a name
anglicised to O'Dinnahane and O'Dinan, is given by O'Heerin

as chief of Eoganacht Uaithne Ageamar, and thus designated :

—

" Owney Agamar, green are its hills.

The Eoganacht of the land of Cathbaidh
;

Delightful are the borders of the extensive plain,

The hereditary right of the clan of Dinnahane."

This territory, according to O'Brien at the word Uaithne, com-
prised part of the counties of Tipperary and Limerick, now tlie ba-

roniesofOwney andOwneybeg. XXII. The 0'Ryans,orO'Mulrians

of Tipperary, according to O'Brien and O'Halloran, afterwards

possessed Owney in Tipperary, and Owneybeg in Limerick, and

are placed there on the Map of Ortelius. These O'Ryans were a

clan of note, a branch of the O'Ryans, princes of Hy Drone, in

Carlow, and there are several very respectable families of the name
in the counties of Tipperary, Carlow, and Kilkenny. XXIII.
O'Meargdha or O'Meargain, chief of Eoganacht.Rus Airgid, is thus

mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" To O'Meargain belongs the land as a portion,

The fair Eoganacht of Ross Argid,

A lord in peace and a vulture in war.

Resides near the great Cam Mughaine."

XXrV. Mac Ceoch or Mac Keogh, chief of Uaithne Tire, is thus

mentioned by O'Heerin :

" Over Owney Tire of rich produce.

Rules Mac Keogh as his chosen place,

The O'Loingsys, men of lands.

Dwell in that wood opposite the foreigners."

This territory was situated in ancient Owney, which comprised the

present baronies of Owney and Arra in Tipperary, and Owneybeg

in Limerick. The O'Loiiigsys, or O'Lynches, a tribe mentioned in

the foregoing verse, as dwelling here opposite the foreigners, which

means that they were in the neighbourhood of the Danes, who pos-
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overtook him while carrying away the property of

Henry O'Gormley, whom he had slain ; a fierce

sessed Limerick. XXV.O'Iffeman,or O'HefFernain, and O'Catha-
lain, probably O'C'allaii, were cliiefs of Uaithne Cliach, and are

thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" Owney Cliach of the fair bright sun
Is an estate to the O'HefTernans,

A clear plain by the side of each hill,

Mildly O'Callan enjoyed the land."

This territory was situated in the barony of Owney and Arra,

county of Tipperary, and these O'HefFernans were a branch of the

O'Heffernans of Clare, of whom an account has been given in the

note on Thomond. XXVI. Mac Longachain, probably Long, or

Longan, chief of Crota Cliach, and of Hy Cuanach, is thus

mentioned by O'Heerin

:

"A territory was obtained about Crota Cliach,

By Mac Longahan the grey-haired chief;

He is lord there of the hosting plain,

Hy Coonagh of the fair fertile lands."

Tills territory was situated partly in the barony of Owney and
Arra, in Tipperary, and partly in the barony of Coonagh, county of

Limerick. The O'Dwyers, of whom an account has been given in

this article as chiefs of Kilnamanagh, in Tipperary, were also lo-

cated on the same territory as O'Longachan, and are mentioned
in the poem as follows :

—

" Of the same tribe who possessed this land

Are the O'Dwyers of the fair teeth.

The plain of the seventh division and fine fortress

Is justly possessed by the free tribe."

XXVII. The O'Lonargans are given by O'Brien at the word
Lonargan, as the ancient chiefs and proprietors of Cahir, and the

adjoining districts in Tipperary, till the fourteenth century, when
they were dispossessed i)y the Butlers, earls ofOrmond. The
O'Lonargans were in ancient times a powerful clan, and three of

them are mentioned in Ware, in the twelfth and thirteenth centu-

ries, as archbishops of Cashel. XXVIII. The Mac-I-Briens, a

branch of the O'Briens of Thomond, descended from Brian Roe
O'Brien, king of Thomond, had large possessions in the barony of

Owney and Arra, in Tipperary, and in the barony of Coonagh,
county of Limerick. They were styled Mac-I-Briens, lords of

Ara and Coonagh, and several of them are mentioned in the course

of these Annals. XXIX. Mac Corcrain, or Mac Corcoran, chief

of Clan Ruamne, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" Clan Rooney of the flowery avenues,

A delightful fair land of small streams
;

Mac Corcoran from the populous country.

From the borders inhabited by fair-haired heroes."

XXX. O'Haodhagain or O'Hogan, chief of Crioch Cein, is thus

mentioned by O'Heerin:

" O'Hogan of Crioch Kian rules over
Clan lonuiainen of the fair country,

A district which fertilized each land

With honey-dew on all its blossoms."

The O'Hogans are placed on the Map of Ortelius about Lower Or-
mond, in 'Tipperary. XXXI. Mac Giollaphoil, or Mac Gillfoyle,

chief of Clan Condlegain, is thus mentioned by O'Heerm :

" A chief for whom the nut-trees produce fair fruit

Rules over Clan Quinlevan of immense wealth
;

The scion of Biorra of the warlike tribe

Is Mac Gilfoyle of the fair fortress."

The Mac Gillfoyles appear to have been located on the borders of
Tipperary and King's county, and the O'Quinlevans, some of

whom have changed the name to Quinlan, are numerous in Tippe-

engagement ensued between O'Donnell and Bryan
O'Neill, in which Bryan and many others were

rary and Limerick. XXXII. O'Banain or O'Bannan, chief of Hy
Dechi, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" Hy Dechi, the fine district of hills.

The extensive land of fair fortresses,

A fruitful country which they inherit.

Is the estate of the tribe of O'Bannan."

Hy Dechi, the territory of the O'Bannans, appears to have been
situated in the north of Tipperary, and there are still many respec-

table families of the name. XXXIII. O'Ailche, chief of Tuatha
Faralt, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

" Tuatha Faralt of the clear woods.
That is the territory of O'Ailche

;

A plain of fair fortresses and a numerous tribe.

Like the lands of the shallow rivers of Tailtean."

XXXIV. O'Cathail or O'Cahil, chief of Corca Tme, is thus men-
tioued by O'Heerin

:

" Corca Tiny the blooming is profitable,

About Drumsaileach of blue streams,

O'Cahill above all others obtained

An inheritance at Achaidh lubhair."

The district of the O'Cahils appears to have been situated on the

borders of Tipperary and Kilkenny, and the name is still numerous
in Kilkenny and Carlow. XXXV. The O'Dineartaighs and
O'Aimriths are mentioned as clans by O'Heerin, and appear to

have been located on the borders of Tipperary and Kilkenny.

XXXVI. O'Spealain, or O'Spillan, chief of Hy Luighdeach, is

thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" The chief of Hy Luighdeach of ancient swords

Is O'.Spillan of the bright spurs
;

Mighty is the march of the warrior's battalions.

Increasing as they proceed along the plains of Macha."

The territory of the O'Spillans"- appears to have been situated on

the borders of Tipperary and Kilkenny. XXXVII. The Mac
Egans, in the barony of Arra, were hereditary Brehonsof Ormond;
and the O'Cullenans, or Mac Cullenans, were hereditary phy-
sicians, and many of them very learned men in Ormond. XXXVIII.
The O'ScuUys, O'Hanraghans, O'Lanigans, and Magraths, were

also clans of note in Tipperary ; and the 0'Honeens,who anglicised

the name to Green, were numerous in Tipperary and Clare.

Ormond and Desies were formed into the counties of Tipperary

and Waterford, A. D. 1210, in the reign of king John. Waterford

was called by the ancient Irish Cun/i-?ia-Grioth, signifying the

harbour of the sun, and afterwards Glennn-na-nGleodh, or the

valley of lamentation, from a great battle fought there betneen

the Irish and Danes, in the tenth century ; it was also called

Port Lairge, signifying the Port of the Thigh, from the river

Suir and harbour resembling that part of the human body. By
the Danes it was called Vader-Fiord, or Vedra-Fiord, as men-
tioned in the preceding part of this article, in the poem quoted

on the death of the Danish king, Regnar Lodbrog. In this

poem, which will be found in full in Blair's Dissertations, pre-

fixed to Ossian's poems by Macpherson, and translated into

Latin by the Danish historian, Olaus Wormius, Waterford is called

Vedrae S'mtts ; the word Fiord, in the Danish, signifies a ford or

haven, and F«der, as given in Wolff's Danish Dictionary, means to

ford or wade a river, therefore Vader Fiord may signify the ford-

able part of the haven ; or perhaps according to Ryland, in

his History of Waterford, it got its name from Vader, a Scan-

dinavian deity, to whom the ford or haven was made sacred ; or

according to others, the haven was dedicated to Odin, the chief

deity of the Scandinavians, whom they called Vader, signifying

Father. Tipperary is, in Irish, Tiohradaruinn, signifying, accord-

ing to O'Brien, thewell of Arain, and so called from the adjoin-

ing territory of Arainn. Tipperary is one of the largest and finest

counties in Ireland, with extensive plains, and valleys of imbounded

2 D



202 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A.D. 1401.

slain, and his paily defeated, leaving behind them
the plundered property of Kinel Maoin ; O'Don-

fertility. The Galtees, Slievenaraan, the Keeper, Devil's Bit,

and other magnificent mountains, and tlie expansion of the mighty
Shannon, called Lough Dearg, extending on one side for a distance

of more than twenty miles, like a great inland sea, in some places

five or sLx miles broad, present varied scenery of great grandenr
and beauty ; and the scenery along the river Snir is also ex-
tremely beautiful. In Tipperary are valuable coal and iron mines,

and extensive slate quarries. In Waterford the Cummeraghs and
other mountains, and the course of the rivers Suir, Bride, and
Blackwater, with the junction of the Suir, Nore, and Barrow,
present much interesting and beautiful scenery ; and this county
contain?, at Bonmahon and other places, very valuable mines of

copper, iron, lead, and also of silver ore. AfFane, in Waterford,
is famous for cherries, first planted there by Sir Walter Raleigh,

who brought them from the Canary Islands. In both counties

are extensive ruins and remains of castles, abbeys, and other in-

teresting antiquities too numerous to be here mentioned.
Anglo-Noriiian and English ftim'dies in Tipperary and Water-

ford.—A. D. 1177, king Henry II. gave a grant of Desies, or the

entire county of Waterford, together with the city, to Robert le

Poer, who was his marshal. The le Poors were, at various periods

from the thirteenth to the seventeenth century, created barons of

Donisle and of Curraghmore, viscounts of Deciea, and earls of

Tyrone. The le Peers became very numerous in the county of

Waterford, and many of them changed the name to Power, and
they possessed the greater part of the baronies of Decies and
Upperthird, and their territory was called Power's country, and
there are many highly i-espectahle families of the name in the
counties of \A'aterford and Kilkenny. The Fitzgeralds, earls of
Desmond, of whom an account has been given in the note on Des-
mond, had extensive possessions and numerous castles in the
county of Waterford, in the baronies of Coshmore and Coshbride,
and had also the title of barons of Decies. In the reign of Henry
VI., A. D. 1447, the celebrated warrior, sir John Talbot, earl of

Shrewsbury, lord lieutenant of Ireland, got grants in Waterford,
together with the castle and land, of Duiigarvan, and the title of
earl of Waterford, and viscount of Dungarvan. The family of
Villiers, earls of Jersey, in England, got, in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, large possessions in Waterford, by intermar-
riage with the Fitzgeralds of Dromana, a branch of the earls of
Desmond, and were created earls ofGrandison. The chief families

of English descent settled in Waterford were the following :—The
Aylwards, Anthonys, Allans, Alcocks, Butlers, Browns, IJarkers,

Boltons, Birds, Barrens, Burkes, Baggs, Boats, Boyds, Creaghs,
Carrs, Corrs, Comerfords, Crokers, Cooks, Christraases, D'Altons,
Dobbyns, Disneys,Drews, Dueketts,Everards, Fitzgeralds, Greens,
Gambles, Goughs, Grants, Hales, Jacksons, Kings, Keys, Lom-
bards, Leas,Leonards,Mandevilles,Morgans,.Morrises,(Madans, and
Mulgans, probably the Irish names of O'Madden and O'Mulligan),
Nevvports,Nngents, Osbornes,Odells, Powers, Prendergasts,Roeh-
forts, Roches, Rices, Sherloeks, Strongs, Tobins, Ushers, Walls,
Walshes, Waddings, Wyses, Woodloeks, Whites, &c. The early

English families principally possessed the territory called from
them Gal-tir, signifying the country of the foreigners, now the ba-
rony of Gaultiere. The Walshes, called by the Irish Brannaghs,
or Breathnachs, signifyhig Britons or Welshmen, as they origi-

nally canje from Wales, are still very numerous, and many re-

s jiectable families ofthem in the counties of Waterford and Kilkenny.
King Henry II., oraceording to others, Henry III., gave a grant

of Orraond to Otho de Grandison, an Anglo-Norman lord, but the

family of -BM^/tT became the chief possessors of Tipperary. The
ancestor of the Butlers came from Normandy to England, with
William the Conqueror, and got extensive possessions in Norfolk,

Suifolk, and Lancaster. Their original name was Fitz-Walter,
from Walter, one of their ancestors, and Theobald Fitz-Walter
came to Ireland with king Henry II., and got large grants of

lands, and had the office of chief Butler of Ireland conferred on
him, the duty attached to which was, to attend at the coronation of

the kings of England, and present them with the first cup of wine

;

from the office of the Butlership of Ireland they took the name

nell returned home with immense booty, after a

triumphant victory.

of Butler. The Butlers became very numerous and powerful in

Ireland, and acquired very extensive possessions in Tipperary,

Kilkenny, Waterford, Wicklow, Carlow, Queen's county, Dublin,

Kildare, Meath, Limerick, and Galway. In the reign of Edward III.

Tipperary was formed into the County Palatine of OrniondjUiider
the Butlers. TheBu tiers thus becoming so powerful,different branches

ofthem furnishedmanyof the most distinguished families in Ireland,

and a great number of them, from the thirteenth to the eighteenth

century, held the offices of lords justices, lords deputies, and
lords lieutenant of Ireland, and different branches of them fur-

nished luimerous noble families, being created at various periods

earls, marquesses, and dukes of Ormond, earls of Ossory, earls

of Carrick, earls of Kilkenny, earls of Gowran, earls of Glengall,

and earls of Arran ; viscounts of Clonmore, of Ikerrin, of

Thurles, of Mountgarrett, and of Galnioy ; and barons of Cahir,

of Clougligrennan, of Tullyophelim, of Arklow, of Aughrim, of

Kells, and of Dunboyne.
Nobility.—The following have been the noble families in Tippe-

rary and Waterford from the reign of King John to the present

time: In Waterford^ the Le Poers, barons of Donisle and of

Curraghmore, viscounts of Decies, and earls of Tyrone. The Be-
resfords, by intermarriage with the Le Poers, became earls of

Tyrone, marquesses of Waterford, and barons of Decies. The
Fitzgeralds, barons of Decies and earls of Desmond ; the Talbots,

earls of Shrewsbury, in England, and earls of Waterford and Wex- 4

ford in Ireland ; the family of Villiers, earls of Jersey in England,

and earls of Grandison in Ireland; the Scottish family of Maule,
earls of Panmure, have the title of barons IMaule and earls of Pan-
mure in Waterford and M'exford ; the family of Lumley Saunder-
son, earls of Scarborough in England, are viscounts of Waterford;

the Boyles, earls of Cork, and viscounts of Dungarvan ; the

O'Briens, earls of Clare in the reign ofJames IL, had also the title

of viscounts of Lismore ; the O'Callaghans are viscounts of Lis-

more in Waterford, but resident in Tipperary ; the St. Legers, ba-

rons of Kilmeaden ; the Villiers Stuarts, barons of Decies, and the

Keanes, barons Keaneof Cappoquin. In Tipperary.—The Dukes
of Cambridge in theRoyal family, have the title of earls ofTipperary.

The Butlers, of whom an account has been given above, were earls,

marquesses, and dukes of Ormond, and also had the following

titles in Tipperary : earls ofCarrick, earls of Glengall, viscounts of

Thurles, viscounts of Ikerrin, and barons of Cahir. The Mac
Carthys were earls of Mountcashel ; afterwards the Davises, and
in modem times the Moores, are earls of Mountcashel ; the Bulk-
leys, viscounts of Cashel ; the Scotts, earls of Clonmel ; the Hely
Hutchinsons, earls of Donoughmore ; the Kings, earls of Kingston;

the Velvertons, viscounts of Avonmore; the Maudes, viscounts

Hawarden ; the family of Fairfax are viscounts of Eraly ; the Car-

letons, barons Carleton ; the Pritties, barons of Dunally ; and the

Bloomfields, barons Bloomfleld.

Ecclesiastical Divisions.-—The following accounts of bishops'

sees in Tipperary and Waterford have been collected from Ware,
Colgan, Lanigan, Archdall, Beaufort, and other sources :

The See of ArdmorCj in Waterford was founded, in the fifth

century, by the celebrated St. Declan, who was of the tribe of the

Desians, and having studied at Rome, became highly distinguished

for learning and sanctity. Ardmore was united to the see of Lis-

more in the latter end of the twelfth century.

The See of Lismore, in WeLtertoiii, was founded in the begin-

ning of the seventh century by St. Carthaeh, who was also called

Mochuda. The see of Ardmore having been annexed to Lismore
as above stated, in the twelfth century, both were annexed to the

see of Waterford in the fourteenth century, A.D. 1363, by Pope
Urban V.

The See of Waterford was founded by the Danes of that city,

in the latter end of the eleventh century ; and Malchus, a Dane,
who was a Benedictine monk of Winchester, was appointed its first

bishop, A. D. 1096, and consecrated by Anselm, archbishop ofCan-
terbury. The bishops of Waterford were styled by the old writers

bishops of Port Lairge, the ancient name of that city. The patron

saint of the diocese is Otteran, or Odran.
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Cormac Mac Branan, chief of Corcachlan, was

treacherously slain by his own kinsmen, namely,

Conor, son of John Mac Branan, and others.

Donal, son of Henry O'Neill, was released from

the Enghsh.

Tlie Diocese of Li.imore romprisea the greater part of the

county of Waterfonl, and |iart of Tipperary ; and the Diocese of
Wuterford comprises tlie city of Waterford, with a portion of the

county.

Roscrea, in Tipperary, was an ancient bishop's see, founded by
St. Ci'onan, in tlie liitter end of the sixth century, and was in early

times annexed to Killaloe. Tlr-da-glas, now the parish of

Terryglass, in the barony of Lower Ormond, county of Tip-

perary, had a celebrated monastery, founded by St. Columba
in the sixth century, and some of its abbots were styled

bishops. In A.D. 730, a great synod of bishops and clergy was
held at Tir-da-glas, at which attended Aodb Ollan, monarch of

Ireland, Catlial king of Munster, and other princes, and regulations

were passed for the collection of the dues called St. Patrick's re-

venue, which was payable to the see of Armagh. This place was
long eminent as a seat of learning and religion, but was destroyed

by the Danes in the tenth century.

The See of Emhj was founded in the fifth century by the cele-

brated St. Ailbe, who was called the Patrick of Munster, and pa-

tron of that province Emly was in ancient times a consitierable

city, and called Indeach Iiihhalr, which signifies Emly of the

Yew Trees, and sometimes Imleach Ailbe, or Emly of St. Ailbe.

The bishops of Emly were sometimes styled bishops of Munster, as

it was in early times the metropolitan see of that province. Tlie

see was united to Cashel in the sixteenth century, A. 0. 1578.

The diocese of Emly is but small, and comprises parts of the coun-

ties of Tipperary and Limerick.

The See of Cashel was founded in the latter end of the ninth

century, by the celebrated Cormac Mac CuUenan, who became
archbishop of Cashel, and king of Munster, and died A.D. 908,
as already stated in the account of his life given in the preceding

part of this article. Tlie patron saint of the diocese is Albert, a
celebrated Irish saint of the seventh century, whom Colgan and
Lanigan consider to have been bishop of Emly. Albert was
brother to Erard, another celebrated Irish saint, who was bishop

of Ardagh, and afterwards preached the gospel in Bavaria, and
died at Ratisbon. Albert likewise became a missionary in Ger-
many, and died at Ratisbon: (Lanigan, vol. iii., p. 111). The
archbishops of Cashel were styled by the old Irish writers, bisiiops

of Leath Mogha, and bishops of Munster. According to some
accounts, St. Patrick held a synod at Cashel, attended by Ailbe,

of Emly, Declan, of Ardmore, and other saints. A.D. 110],
Murtogh O'Brien, king of Munster, according to the Annals of

Inisfallen, convened a great synod, or assembly of bishops, clergy,

and nobility at Cashel, in which he assigned over to the see and its

bishops that hitherto royal seat of the kings of Munster, which
was dedicated to God, St. Patrick, and St. Ailbe; and, according
to the same annals, in A. D. 1127, Cormac Mac Carthy erected a
church there, called from him, Team])ull Chormaic or Cormac's
chapel, which in the year 1134 was consecrated at a great synod
of the bishops, clergy, and nobility of Munster, held at Cashel for

that purpose. A.D. 1109, Donal O'Brien, king of Thomond,
erected a new church or cathedral at Cashel, which he amply
endowed. A.D. 1172, a great synod of bishops and clergy was
convened at Cashel, by king Henry II.. in which Christian

O'Conarchy, bishop of Lismore, presided as the Pope's legate

;

and king Henry's claim to the sovereignty of Ireland was
acknowledged in that assembly. There are still remaining on the

rock of Cashel many interesting antiquities, as Cormac's chapel,

a round tower, and the magnificent ruins of the ancient cathedral.

The Diocese of Cashel comprises the greater part of the county
of Tipperary, with small portions of Limerick and Kilkenny

;

and the archiepiscopal see of Cashel has jurisdiction over the

ecclesiastical province of Munster, under which the following

are suffragan sees : Ardfert and Aghadoe, or Kerry, Cork,

A.D. 1402.

A great contest arose between O'Neill and the

sons of Henry O'Neill, and the country in all di-

rections was spoiled between them.

Cloyne, Ross, Waterford, Lismore, Emly, Limerick, Killaloe, and
Killfenora.

Ancient Literature.—The following account of various learned

writers, natives of Tipjierary and Waterford, and of the works
composed by thein, have been collected from VVare, Usher, Colgan,
bishop Nicholson, O'Reilly's Irish Writers, Lanigan, Brennan's

Ecclesiastical History, and other sources.

The Collegeof Lismore.—As already stated, the see of Lismore

was founded by St. Carthach, in the seventh century, and
St. Catbal, or Cathaldus, a native of Desies, became his succes-

sor as bishop of Lismore, and established a seminary there, of

which he became regent or chief professor, and was one of the

most celebrated men in Europe in that age, for learning and sanc-

tity. He afterwards went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and on

his return to Italy, stopped some time at Tarentuni, in Naples,

and, from his eminent virtues, was elected bishop of Taronttim, and
presided over that see many years ; he died there, and his me-
mory is still held in great veneration as the patron saint of Taren-

tuni. While Cathaldus was a lecturer at tlie college of Lismore

it was attended by a vast number of students from all parts of

Europe, Gauls or I'ranks, Teutones or Germans, Bohemians, Ba-
tavians, Belgians, Helvetians, Britons, and even persons from

Tliule, or the Orkney Islands. Bartholomew Moroni, a learned

native of Tarentuni, wrote a Life of St. Cathaldus, given by Col-

gan, and Bonaventure Moroni, his brother, composed a laudatory

poem on Cathaldus, which is given in Archbishop Ussher's work
on the British Churches, and from which are taken the following

passages :

—

" Oceani divum Hesperii Phoebique cadentis,

Immortale decus, nulli pictate secundum,

Prisca Phalanta;i celebrant quemjure Senatus,

Externisque dolet niitti glacialis Iberne,

Musa refer

Spargitur occiduas sensim vaga fama per urbes,

Huic juveni primis tantum conatibus omnes
Concessisse viros, eadem quos edidit a3tas.

Quantum ignes superat Phoebe jam plena minores.

Undique conveniunt proceres quos dulce trahebat

Discendi studium, major num cognita virtus

An laudata foret—celeres vastissima Rbeni

Jam vada Teutonici, jam deseruere Sicambri,

Mittit ab extreme gelidas Aquilone Boemas
Albis, et Arverni coeunt Batavique freipientes,

Et quicunque colunt alta sub rupe Gehennas,

Non omnes prospectat Arar Rodanique fluenta

Helvetios— multos desiderat ultima Thule,

Certatim hi properant, diverse tramite ad urhem

Lesmorlam, juvenis primes ubi transigit annos,

Mirantur tandem cuncti quod cognitus heros,

Spe major, fama nielior, preconia laudum

Exuperat, nullumque parem ferat oemula virtus.

C'ataldus plebi juvenis sat notus Ibemse,

Quis referat quanta hie edat miracula, quales

Hinc abigat pestes, quantorum corda virorum

Instruat exemplo, quot mulceat ore diserto.

Jam videas populos quos abluit advena Rhenus,

Quosque sub occiduo collustrat cardine mundi

Phoebus, Lesmoriam venisse ut jura docentis

Ediscant, titulisque sacrent melioribus aras."

Lismore, from the fame of its university, became an extensive

city, and had no less than twenty churches ; and in a Life of St.

Carthach, quoted by Smith, it is thus mentioned :
" Lismore is

a famous and holv city, half of which is an asylum into which no

2 d2
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Murtogh O'Flanagan, archdeacon of Elphiii;,

died.

A war arose between the earl of Ormond and

woman dares enter, but it is full of churches and monasteries,
and religious men m great numbers abide there, and thither holy
men flock together from all parts of Ireland and from Britain,
being desirous to move from thence to Christ ; and the city is

built upon the banks of ariver, formerly called Nem, but now Avon-
more, that is, the great river in the territory of Nandesi." The name
Lismore signifies the great fortress, and it was in ancient times
called Magh Sciath, or the Plain of the Shields, and afterwards
Dun Sginne, or the Fortress of the Flight, from St. Carthach
having fled there for refuge. The city and college of Lismore were
frequently plundered and burned by the Danes in the tenth cen-
tury ; and in the years 1173-74-78 the city was repeatedly rava-
ged by the English forces under Strongbow and Raymond le Gros

;

and, according to Cambrensip, Lismore was a great city at the time of
the English invasion, and wlien taken and plundered by Raymond
le Gros, the booty was so great as to load sixteen ships, which
they transmitted to W'aterford. The city of Lismore, with its

college and churches, long a renowned seat of literature and
religion, from these repeated devastations, never recovered its

ancient greatness, but fell into such utter decay that its very ruins
have disappeared, leaving no remains of its former magnificence.

The Book ofLismore, a largeancient Irish MS. folio, on vellum,
which was accidentally discovered in the castle of Lismore, where
it still remains in the library of the duke of Devonshire. It was
composed at the ancient college or monastery of Lismore, and con-
tains much valuable information on Irish history and antiquities,

as lives of SS. Patrick, Bridget, and Columkille; accounts of
Samha'm and Anti-Christ; the history of David, son of Jesse;
also accounts of the battles of Ceallachan, king of Cashel ; the
battles of Crinna, Gawra, &c. ; and likewise the life and conquests
of the emperor Charlemagne ; a history of Lombardy, kc.

The Psalter of Cashel, an ancient Irish MS., partly in prose
and partly in verse, was compiled in the latter end of the ninth
century by the celebrated Cormac Mac Cullenan, archbishop of
Cashel and king of Munster, of whom an account has been given
in the preceding part of this article. The Psalter of Cashel was
compiled from tlie Psalter of Tara, and other ancient records, and
contained the history of Ireland from the earliest ages to the tenth
century, to whicli, according to Lanigan and others, some additions
were made after the death of Cormac, bringing the work down to

the eleventh century, as in the catalogue of the archbishops of
Armagh, to that period ; and it is stated by O'Halloran, in his

History of Ireland, that the Psalter of Cashel was also called the
Book of Munster, and that he had in his possession a copy of it,

continued by some anonymous writer down to the reign of Mahon,
king of Munster, in thelatter end of the tenth century ; and healso
says, that the Psalter refers more particularly to the history of
Munster, and the kings of the race of Heber. Keating quotes
many passages from the Psalter of Cashel, of which he had a copy

;

and Ware mentions it as e.xtant in his own time^ and held in great
estimation, and that he had got collections from it; Colgan,
Dr. O'Conor, and bishop Nicolson, also give accounts of this

celebrated work ; and in O'Reilly's Irish V.'ritcrs, at the year 908,
he states that a large folio MS. in Irish, preserved in the library

of Cashel, was transcribed from the Psalter of Cashel, which was
extant in Limerick in the year 1712. The original Psalter of
Cashel, long supposed to be lost, is stated to be deposited in the
library of the British Museum in London, and copies of it are said
to be in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, and in the duke of Buck-
ingham's library at Stowe ; but it is to b3 observed, that there is

much uncertainty as to those statements ; however, with respect
to the contents of the Psalter of Cashel, the greater part of it is to

be found in the Books of Leacan and Ballymote.
Cormac's Glossary, called Sanasan Chormaic, a glossary or

etymological dictionary of difficult words in the Irish language,
with derivations from Greek, Latin, and Hebrew, was also com-
posed by Cormac Mac Cullenan. A copy of this work is in the

the earl of Desmond, and the two Mac WiUiams
went to aid the earl of Ormond.

The Rock of Lough Key was taken by Conor

library of Sir William Betham, with a full tTanslation into English,
made by the translator of these Annals.

Mac Craith Mac Gowan, called also Mac Craith-na-Sgel, and
by some, Thomas Mac Gowan or Smith, was, according to \^'are,

a canon of the abbey of St. Ruadhan, at Lorlia in Tipperary ; and
is mentioned in O'Reilly's Irish Writers, at A. D. 1425; he wrote
in Irish some works on the Irish saints and ecclesiastical history,

which are mentioned by Ware and O'Reilly.

Gotofrid, a native of Waterford, a Dominican monk, was one
of the most learned men of the thirteenth century ; he travelled

in the East, and became highly skilled in the Arabic end other

Oriental languages, and published at Paris many historical works,
of which an account may be found in Ware's Writers.

Keat'ng's Hisfonj of Ireland. Geoffrey Keating, called the
Irish Herodotus, was a native of Tipperary, and born in the parish

of Tibrid, about the year 1570. He went to Spain, and
studied at Salamanca, and according to other accounts also at

Paris, was distinguished for his great learning and piety, and
graduated as a doctor of divinity. He returned to Ireland in ihe

reign ofJames I., and was appointed parish priest of Tibrid, where
he died about the year 1040, and was buried in the church of

Tibrid, over the door of which is a stone with an inscription to his

memory. Tibrid is situated between Cabir and Clogheen, about
eight miles west of Clonmel. Dr. Keating, during his retirement,

spent many years in composing, from ancient MSS. and annalists,

his work, which contains the history of Ireland from the earliest

ages to the English invasion. This work was first translated by
Dermod O'Conor, a native of Cork or Kerry, who published it in

London in 1723, and in 17.38 it was re-published in folio, with plates

and anaorial ensigns of the Irish princes and chiefs j and other

editions have been published in Dublin by Christie and Duffy.
William Halliday, a young man, a native of Dublin, an excellent

Irish scholar, translated Keating's History, of which one volume
was published in Dublin by John Barlow, in the year 1811, giving

the Irish on one page, and the English on the other. Dermod
O'Conor's translation of Keating is very imperfect, but if a
proper translation of Keating's History were published, witii the

nececsary annotations, it could be made a very valuable work,
judiciously omitting some absurd passages which Keating himself

admitted to be fabulous, though he injudiciously introduced them
to the great injury of the workj but the omission of these passages
should be done with caution, on which a judicious Irish historian

and critic alone could determine. Another defect in various Irish

histories, such as the works of Keating, O'Flaherty, and many
others, is that they either contain no index, or are so imperfectly

and absurdly indexed that it is almost impossible to know their

contents, by which the utility of these liooks is much diminished.

Peter Lombard, a native of the city of Waterford, studied at

Westminster, under the celebrated antiquary, Camden, and after-

wards at Oxford; went thence to the University of Louvain,
where he graduated as a doctor of divinity, and became a learned
lectu.'er on theology. He was appointed provost of the cathedral

of Cambray, and in 1698 promoted to the primacy of Armagh Ijy

Pope Clement VIII. ; but, though appointed to the see of Armagh,
he did not come to Ireland, l!ut resided at Rome, where, from his

great learning and piety, he was appointed domestic prelate to the
Pope, and died A.D. 1025. He wrote a celebrated work on I.-ish

ecclesiastical history and antiquities, entitled De Regno Hibernite
Sanctorum Insula Commentarium. This book containing state-

ments obnoxious to the English government. King James I. gave
orders to the lord deputy, Strafford, to have it suppressed, saying
that it contained some dangerous matter about Hugh O'lieill, earl

of Tyrone. This curious and valuable work was republished at

Louvain in 1632, bat is nor; extremely rare, and some account of

its contents will be found in the Anthologia Hibernica for 1793.

Lube Wadding, a native of the city of Waterford, was born
A. D. 1688, his mother being Anastasia Lombard, a near relative



REIGN OF HENRY IV. 205

Oge, the son of Hugh, from the sons of Fergal

Mac Dermott.

Fergal O'Rourke, the intended lord of Brefney,

a man of superior strength, activity, personal figure,

and great hospitality, was slain in his own house

by the Clan Cabe (Mac Cabes), and buried in the

monastery of Sligo.

Niall Oge, son of Niall ^.lore, son of Hugh
O'Neill, king of TjTone, died, after the palm of

hospitality and nobleness, and the victory of ex-

of the Primate, Peter Lombard. He went to Portugal and studied

in tlie Irish seminary at Lisbon, where he became a Franciscan

friar. He became universally celebrated for his vast learning, elo-

quence, and abilities, and was appointed professor of theology at

Salamanca ; he went from thence to Rome, where he collected all the

MSS. of the celebrated JohnDunsScotus,a Franciscan, a native of

Ireland, and one of the most learned men in Europe in the thirteenth

century. Wadding published at Lyons, in 1639, these immense
works in sixteen volumes folio ; he next set about compiling from

collections in the libraries of Rome his grand work entitled An-
nales Minorum, or Annals of the Franciscans, giving the history of

the Franciscan order, and of all their eminent men in every

country. This vast work was first published at Lyons, and re-

published at Rome in 1731, in sixteen volumes folio. Doctor Wad-
ding, who was a prodigy of learning and of literary labour, pub-

lished numerous other great works, of which a catalogue may be

found in Brennan's Ecclesiastical History ; and he also left im-

mense MS. collections, intended for a general history of Ireland,

civil and ecclesiastical, which remain in tlie libraries of Rome.
Dr. Wadding is also celebrated as the founder of the Irish Francis-

can church and college of St. Isidore at Rome, where he died in

1657, in the 70th year of his age, and had a magnificentmonument
erected to his memory.

Prefer R'odrfi?!;/, anativeof Waterford, a Jesuit, became a pro-

fessor at Prague and Louvain, and died in 1C44; he published

several theological works, of which an account may be found iii

Brennan.

John Wadding, a native of Waterford, is mentioned in Ware's

Writers, about the year 1620 ; he v.Tcte a work on Irish Eccle-

siastical History against Dempster, the Scotch historian, entitled

Hiitoria Ecclesiastica Hibernice.

Francis Harold, a native of Waterford, a nephew of Father

Luke Wadding, was i'. learned Franciscan, and a professor at

Prague and at Rome, where he (lieu, A.D. 1685; he published a

history of the Franciscans, and other works.

Bonnventure Barron, a native of Clonmel, and a nephew of

Luke Wadding, became a Franciscan and proPessor f,t St. Isidore's

college in Home, where he died in 1696 ; lie was a man of vast

learning, and wrote many works on theology, ecclesiastical his-

tory, &c.

Paul Sherlock,a nati-se ofWaierfoTi, a Jesuit, went to Spain

and became chief professor in the Irisii colleges r;t Compostella

and Salamanca, where he died in 1646 ; he was a man of great

learning, and his works are mentioned by Ware.

John Baptist Hacitett, a .ODmiuican of the abbey of Cashel,

in Tipperary, went to Italy, and was a professor of theology at

Milan, Naples, and Some, where he died in 1676; he v/rote many
learned works on theology.

John Hartrei/, a native of Waterford, studied in Spain and

became a Cistercian monk ; having returned to Ireland, he resided

at the celebrated Cistercian abbey of Holy Cross, in Tipperary,

and wrote, about the year 1649, a History of the Cistercian monks

and their monasteries in Ireland, the JI.S. of which, on vel-

lum, Harris, in his Ware's Writers, says he had in his possession

in 1733, lent to hiin by the parish priest of Holy Cross.

Ignatius Broicn, a native of Waterford, a Jesuit, studied in

Spain, where he died, A. D 1679; he wrote some learned works

on theology, mentioned by Brennan.

treme unction and repentance ; Bryan, son of Niall

Oge (O'Neill), died shortly after, of the small-pox.

Murtogh, son of Donogh O'Dowd, a man dis-

tinguished for his noble acts and hospitality, died,

and was buried at Ardnaree.

Matthew O'Scingin died of an ulcer.

Phihp, son of Bryan More Mac Mahon, lord of

Orgiall (Monaghan), died, and Ardgal, the son of

Bryan, assumed the lordship after him.

Cuchonacht, son of Manus, son of Cuchonacht

Anthony Hicltey, a native of Clare or Tipperary, a Franciscan

friar, was a very learned man, and became superior of the Irish

Franciscan college at Louvain, and afterwards jjrofessor at the col-

lege of St. Isodore in Rome, where he died in 1641 ; he published

many learned works mentioned by Brennan, and also assisted

Luke Wadding in compiling his great works.

Thomas Carve, a native of Tipperar} , a secular priest, travelled

over France and Germany, and became cliaplain to an Irish regi-

ment in the Austrian service, commanded by colonel Walter De-
vereux, an Irishman. Carve published an Itinerary of his travels,

and wrote a poetical work in Latin, entitled Lyra Hihernica,
which was published at Sulsbach in Bavaria, in 1669, and con-

tains much curious information on the antiquities, origin, man-
ners, and customs of tlie Irish people ; he died at Vienna about

A.D. 1660.

Dermod O'Meara. a native of Tipperary, was educated at Ox-
ford, and became an eminent physician and poet ; he wrote in

Latin verse a history of the Butlers, earls of Ormond, published

in London, A. D. 1615; and some valuable medical works in Latin,

which are mentioned by Ware.
Laurence Sterne, the celebrated author of Tristram Shandy,

&c., was a native of Clonmel : amongst the eminent literary

men, natives of Cork, of whom an account has been given in the

note on Desmond, was forgotten to be mentioned Arthur Mur-
phy, the celebrated dramatist, and translator of Tacitus ; also

the author rf Biographies of Fielding, Johnson, and Garrick ; he

was one of the most eminent literary men of liis day, and died in

London in 1 305.

Lanigan's Ecclesiastical History.—John Lanisan was a na-

tive of Cash3l, and born in the year 1758 ; he studied in the Irish

college at Rome, became a doctor of divinity, and was so dis-

tinguished for his great learning and abilities, tliat about the year

1790 he was appointed professor of Ecclesiastical History, Scrip-

tures, and Hebrew, at the University of Pavia, where he conti-

nued till the year 1796. He returned to Dublin, and in 1799 was

appointed as translator and editor of the works published by the

Dublin Society ; and in 1808 was elected librarian to that in-

stitution. Dr. Lanigan having collected a great mass of materials

for the ecclesiastical history of Ireland, after many years of in-

defatigable industry, he published that great work in the year

1822, in four larije octavo volumes, republished in 1829. He
died in 1828, in the 70th year of his age, and was buried in the

church-yard of Finglas. This great work comprises the eccle-

siastical history of Ireland, from the time of St. Patrick to the

commencement of the thirteenth century, and contains vast and

learned information on the history, antiquities, and topography of

Ireland, compiled with great chronological and critical accuracy.

Smith's History of Waterford, written by Charles Smith,

M.D., author of the Histories of Cork and Kerry, and published

about the year 1746, republished in Dublin in 1774.

Syland's History of Waterford, written by the Rev. R. H.

Ryland, and published in London in \&H.

In the notes on Thomond, Desmond, Omond, and Desies, have

been given the history and topography of th? entire of ila-ister,

and in the notes of subsequent numbers will be given the history

and topography of Leinster.
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O'Reilly, tanist of Brefney (Cavan), died; Una,

daughter of Torlogh O'Conor, was his mother.

Bryan, son of Donal O'Flaherty, the intended

lord of Cam Gegain (in Galway), died.

Felim, son of Cathal Oge, was set at liberty

from his confinement.

The monastery of Cuinche,' in Thomond, in the

diocese of Killaloe, was founded for Franciscan

friars by Sioda Cam Mac Namara, lord of Clan

Cuilein, who made it the burial-place of himself

and his posterity.

Hugh Seanchaidh (the Historian) O'Donnell, a

learned historian, died.

A great contest arose between Torlogh O'Don-
nell, the son of Niall, and Manus O'Kane ; O'Don-
nell completely plundered and spoiled O'Kane's

country.

A.D. 1403.

Donal, son of Heni-y O'Neill, assumed the lord-

ship of Tyrone.

Teige, son of Cathal Oge O'Conor, was slain by
tJie sons of Torlogh Oge O'Conor, and by Owen
MacAnabaidh O'Conor, on Maghaire-na-Naileach,

and was interred in the tomb of his ancestors.

Conor Anabaidh, son of Malachy O'Kelly,

lord of Hy Maine, the serpent of his race, and of

all the Irish, died after extreme unction and repen-

tance, and was buried in the monastery of John
the Baptist in Tir Maine.

Fionnguala, daughter of Torlogh, son of Hugh,
son of Owen O'Conor, the wife of Malachy
O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, died after a well-spent

life.

O'Conor Don and Murtogh Bacach, the son of

Donal (O'Conor), lord ofSligo, marched a force

into the upper part of Connaught, where they

brought the Siol Anmchadh (O'Maddens of Gal-

way),under subjection, after which they proceeded

into Clanricard to aid Ulick, the son of Ricard

(Burke) against the Hy Manians, whom they also

A. D. 1402.
1. Cuinche, now Qiiin Abbey, in the parish of Qum, barony of

Bunratty, county of Clare, which is stated to have been the first

monastery oftlie Franciscans of Strict Observants founded in Ire-
laud, and of which the extensive marble ruins still remaining shew
its former magnificence. A full account of the Mac Namaras,
lords of Clan Cuilein, now the barony of Tulla, in the county of
Clare, and who held the rank of hereditary marshals of Thomond,
has been given in the note on Thomond, in which a mistake has
been made as to the head of that family, the chief representative

brought under subjection. Murtogh Bacach, son

of Donal, son of Murtogh (O'Conor, Sligo), lord

of North Connaught, died in the castle of Sligo,

in harvest.

A contest arose between the Brefnians (of Lei-

trim) and the Mac Donoghs, in which Tomaltach

Oge, the son of Tomaltach Mac Dorchy, the

worthy chief of Kinel Duachain of that tribe, and

also Murtogh Oge O'Hely, an affluent landed

proprietor of a Cedach (a Cantred or Hundred),

and others were slain.

Maolmora (Miles), son of Cuchonacht, son of

Giolla losa Roe O'Reilly, assumed the lordship of

Muintir Reilly (in Cavan). Manus, son ofCu-
mighe O'Kane, lord of Kianacht (in Derry), died.

Felim, son of Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor,

died. Cu-uladh Mac Gilpatrick Mac Cathmoil

(or Mac Caghwell) was treacherously slain in his

own country (in Tyrone) by his own people. Cor-

mac, son of Donogh Mac Carthy, died. O'Ken-

nedy Don (of Ormond), was slain by the sons of

Philip O'Kennedy.

A.D. 1404.

Thomas Barrett, bishop of Elphin, the most

eminent man in Ireland for wisdom, and a superior

knowledge of divinity, died, and was interred m
Arradh of Lough Con.'

Conor Oge, son of Hugh Mac Dermott, lord

of Moylurg, a bear in activity, died in harvest

;

and Teige, son of Hugh Mac Dermott, succeeded

him in the lordship.

Cormac Mac Dermott was slain in Clanricard

by a force, which was routed by the cavalry of

Clanricard and Thomond.

The daughter of O'Conor Faily, the wife of Gil-

patrick O'Moore, died.

Gilpatrick O'Moore, lord of Leix, fought the

battle of Ath Duv (the Black Ford) against the

English, in which he defeated and slew many of

of the Mac Namaras, lords of Clan Cuilean, being, according to a
pedigree of Sir William Betbam's, James D. Mac Namara, Esq. of

Ayle, Tulla, county of Clare, whose estates are situated in the ba-

rony of Tuila, being part of the hereditary possessions of his an-

cestors.

A.D. 1401.

1 . Airldh Lochn Con, now Errew, in the parish of Crossmolira,

situated on a peninsula in Lough Con, in the county of Mayo,
where an abbey was founded by St. Tiarnan in the fifth century,

and of the ancient church some ruins still remain.
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them, and took from them a great booty in horses?

arms, and armour.

The earl of Ormond, the chief warrior of the

English of Ireland, died.

Donogh Baun O'Maolconry, chief professor in

history for Siol Mun-ay (Roscommon), died.

Giolla Duivin Mac Curtin, chief professor of

Thomond, in histoiy and music, died.

Carroll O'Daly, chief poet of Corcomroe (in

Clare) ; Donal, son of Donogh O'Daly, who was

called Bolg-an-dana (or the budget of poetry) ;

Flann, son of John O'Donnellan, chief poet of

Siol Murray ( Roscommon) ; William O'Deorad-

hain (O'Doran), chief professor of Leinster ; Nua-

ladh, daughter of Donal, son of Murtogh O'Co-

nor, the wife of Fergal, son of Cormac Mac Do-

nogh ; and Donogh, son of Mureach Mac Shan-

ley, an affluent landed proprietor of a Cedach of

Corcachlan (in Roscommon), the intimate friend

of Roderick O'Conor, king of Connaught, died.

Owen, son of Murrogh, son of Caher O'Conor,

was slain by the earl of Kildare.

Andrew Barrett was slain by the people of Hy
Murrogh (in Galway).

A contest arose between Mac Carthy and O'Sul-

livan Buidhe, and Turlogh Meith Mac Mahon was

Mac Carthy's admiral at that time, who overtook

O'Sullivan at sea, and also the sons of Dermod

Mac Carthy, who were aiding O'Sullivan against

Mac Carthy ; he drowned O'Sullivan on that oc-

casion, and took Donal, son of Dermod Mac Car-

thy, prisoner.

Mahon Mac Namai'a died on his journey to

Rome.

Malachy Mac Oiraghty (or Mac Geraghty),

chief of Muintir Roduiv (in Roscommon), died.

Donogh Mac Cathmoil, (or Mac Caghwell),

chief of the two Kinel Feradies (in the county of

Tyrone), was killed by Mac Guire.

Fehm, son of Hugh O'Tuathail (or O'Toole),

lord of Hy Murray (in Wicklow), died.

Cathal, son ofTeige Mac Donogh, the intended

lord of TirerriU, died.

Taichlech, son of Donogh O'Dowd ; Tuathal.

son of Malachy O'Donnellan, the intended chief

professor of Siol Murray (Roscommon) in poetry
;

and Teige, son of Boetius Mac Egan, the intended

chief Brehon (or judge), of North Connaught,

died.

A.D. 1405.

Teige, son of Hugh Mac Dennott, lord of Moy-
lurg, marched his forces to demand his lordship

from the race of Conor, son of Taichleach, and

also from the people of Artagh (in Roscommon),

to which a man in his station was always entitled

;

the people of Artagh invited O'Conor Don, with

the clan of Murtogh Muiranach, and the sons of

Fergal Mac Dermott, to aid them against Mac
Dermott; they all collected together at Lough

Laban, in the territory of Ai-tagh, and a battle

took place between them, in which Mac Der-

mott and Donogh, the son of Mac Donnell, his

constable, defeated the combined forces op-

posed to them, in the early part of the day,

and slew many of their common soldiers ; in that

defeat a certain person of the defeated party took

an aim in the direction where he considered Mac
Dermott might be, and cast towards him his for-

midable, uneiTing spear, with which he struck him

directly in the throat, of which wound Teige Mac

Dermott died a week after in his own house ; and

Roderick, the son of Hugh Mac Dermott, then as-

sumed the lordship of Moylurg.

Manus, son of Hugh O'Higgin, died.

Hugh O'Hanley, chief of Kinel Doifa, died, and

was interred at Cluan Cairpthe (Clonaff, in Ros-

common).

Richard Butler, commonly called Coscruaidh

(hard foot), was slain by the son of Fachtna

O'Moore.

Mac Murrogh waged war against the English,

in the course of which he plundered and burned

Contae Riavach (Wexford), Carlow, and Disirt

Diarmada (Castle Dermod, in Kildare).

Richard Mac Rannall, the intended lord of

Muintir Eoluis, died from the effects of strong li-

qvior.

O'Conor Kerry (Dermod, the son of Donogh),

was slain by Mac Maurice of Kerry.

The daughter of Donal O'Brien, wife of Philip,

the son ofMahon Don O'Kennedy, died.

Giollananeev, the son of Roderick O'Kianan,

chief historian of Fermanagh, died suddenly at the

house of Neide O'Maolconry, in Carbery Gaura

(in the county of Longford), and was bm-ied in the

monastery of Abbey Laragh.

Fergal,sonofCormac Mac Donogh, the Intended

chief of TirerriU, died.
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A. D. 1406.

The coarb of St. Canice' died.

O'Conor Don, that is, Torlogh Oge, son of

Hugh, son of Torlogh, &c. the protecting and de-

fending tower of Connaught, in hospitality and

nobleness, was slain by Cathal Duv, the son of

O'Conor Roe, and by John, son of Hoberd, son

of Edward, son of Hoberd, son of sir David Burke,

whose mother was Bean Mumhan, the grand-

daughter of Felim, at the house of Rickard, son

of John Buidhe, son of Edmond, son of Hoberd,

at Cregan, beside Fidh lei, in Clan Conmhaigh (in

Galway), and John, the son of Hoberd, fell by the

hand of O'Conor at the same place.

Mulroona, son of Teige Mac Donogh, lord of

Tirerrill, died at his own house, after having gained

the victory of repentance, and was interred in the

monastery of Boyle.

Mun-ogh O'Conor, lord of Offaley, with his son

the Calvach, and the sons of O'Conor Roe, namely,

Cathal Duv and Teige, accompanied by a body of

horse, having gone to Offaley on a visit, gave a

very great defeat to the English of Meath, and to

Owen Mac Anabaidh O'Conor, with the retained

kerns of Connaught. Both parties having march-

ed to the upper part of Geshil (in theKing's county),

Mac Anabaidh (O'Conor), with his own band of

kerns proceeded to Cluain-ui-Murrois, to the town

of the GioUa Buidhe, the son of Maolcorra, at

which place, while Owen Mac Anabaidhe, with his

party, were preying the town, Calvach, the son of

Murrogh O'Conor, and Cathal, the son of O'Co-

nor Roe, with six horsemen, overtook them ; the

proprietor of the town had at this time a brew-

ing-pan, which he had borrowed from Calvach

O'Conor to brew ale, and seeing the Calvach

coming up he said to him, " There is your

cauldron, Calvach, with the kern, I offer it to you ;"

"lacceptit where it is," said the Calvach; the caul-

dron happened to be at the same time on the back

of a young man of those who plundered the town,

and Calvach O'Conor having a stone in his hand,

took a lucky aim at the fellow, and struck the

A.D. 1406.

1. The Coarbs of St. Canice were abbots of Kilkenny, and so

called from St. Cainneach, anglicised Canice and Kenny, a

celebrated saint of the sixth century, to whom its church was
dedicated, and from whom Kilkenny, in Irish, Cill Chainnigh,

signifying the church of Canice, deriyed its name.

cauldron, which emitted a loud noise after being

struck with the stone ; and the plunderers who sur-

rounded it were so much terrified and alarmed at

the sound that they instantly ran away, but were

hotly pursued, routed, and slaughtered, and Mac
Anabaidh O'Conor was slain on the plain on the

north side of the tovm ; and they lost no less than

three hundred men, both EngUsh and Irish, be-

tween that place and Cluain Aine, in Crioch-na-

Gedach (on the borders of Westmeath). It was

on that expedition that the chief holy relic of Con-

naught, called Buacach Phatraig (the Mitre of St.

Patrick) which was kept at Elphin, was taken from

the Enghsh.

Teige, son of Donogh O'Seirne, chief of Tir

Briune of the Shannon, died.

Niall O'Gormley, the intended chief of Kinel

Moain (in Donegal), died.

Margaret, daughter of Torlogh, the son of Owen
]\Iac Sweeney, the wife of John, son of Donal, the

son of Niall O'Donnell, died.

Hugh,son ofDonogh, son of Murtogh O'Conor,

was slain by his own kinsmen, namely, by Manus

Mac Donogh, and by Hugh Buidhe Mac Donogh.

MacNamara, cliiefofCIan Cmlein (in Clare), died.

A.D. 1407.

Mm-togh O'Kelly, grandson of Maine, arch-

bishop of Connaught (of Tuam), a man distin-

guished for his wisdom, hospitality, and piety, died.

John, son of Teige O'Rourke, the intended

lord of Brefney, died in Moylurg, and was inter-

red at Druim Leathan (Brumlane, in Cavan).

The son of Teige, son of Mahon Don O'Ken-

nedy,lord of UpperOrmond,was slain byO'Cai-roll.

The English gave the Irish of Munster a de-

feat, in which Teige O'Can-oll, lord of Ely, a ge-

neral benefactor to the clergy of Ireland, was slain.

O'Conor Roe, with the sons of Malachy O'Kelly

and Mac Dermott, defeated, at the battle of Kil-

lachaidh,' Mac Wilham of Clanricard; and Ca-

thal, the son of Roderick O'Conor, who was no-

minated king after O'Conor Don, was slain ; they

1.

A.D. 1407.

cm Achaldh, now called Killarduff, near Ballycastle, in the

barony of Tyrawley, county of Mayo.
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were both defeated, and Cathal O'Conor, William

Burke, Redmond, the son ofHoberd, andO'Iieyne,

were taken prisoners, after many of their respec-

tive forces had been slain ; in this battle were

killed Ranall, the son of Donal Oge Mac Don-

nell, and Shane Ballach, the son of Mac Heniy,

and they lost many horses and much property in

that defeat.

Biyan, son of Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor,

and the Mac Donoghs, who had nominated Ca-

thal, the son of Roderick, king, at Carn Freech,

proceeded to Machaire Connaught (the Plain of

Connaught), and demohshed the castle of Tobar

Tuillsce (Tulsk, in Roscommon).

Owen, son of Cathal, son of Hugh Brefney, the

son of Cathal Roe O'Conor, died, and was bm-ied

at the monastery^ of Boyle.

Cormac O'Ferrall (of Longford) died.

Cathal, son of O'Conor Failey, was slain by the

Berminghams.

Hugh Mac Gennis, lord of Iveagh (in county

of Down), was slain by his own kinsmen and

people.

O'Donnell (Torlogh, the son of Niall), marched

with a force into Carbury, which he plundered.

Hugh Mac Guire and Manus Eoghanach Mac
Guire were taken prisoners by Niall O'Donnell

and Cathal O'Rourke, and being brought before

O'Donnell, he set Hugh at liberty, on the secu-

rities of Owen O'Neill and Mac Guire.

Hugh, son of Art Mac Gennis, lord of Iveagh,

was expelled from his own tenitory by the sons

of Cuidadh O'Neill and his own kinsman, namely,

the son of Murtogh Oge Mac Gennis, and he fled

into Savadge's country, whither they piu-sued him,

but were defeated by him, and Mac Gilmore was

slain.

Hugh O'Flaherty, lord of West Connaught,

died at an advanced age.

Owen O'Dogherty, the intended chief of Ard

Midhir (in Donegal), died.

A. D. 1408.

The earl of Kildare was taken prisoner by the

king of England's son (the duke of Lancaster).

The English of Dublin, commanded by the

king of England's son, marched with a force into

Leinster ; Hitsin Tuite was slain on that expedi-

tion, and was much lamented.

Thomas, son of Hoberd, son of Edmond, son of

Hoberd (Burke), was slain by the single cast of a

javelin by Giollananeev, the son of William

Gallda O'Teige.

Manus Mac Gauran (of county of Cavan) was

slain by Baothan Mac Gillroy, with the stroke of

a staff.

Miles D'Alton was slain by his own kinsmen,

and his son was afterwards slain by the people

of Cathal O'Ferrall, and his castle demolished.

Fergal, son of Cuchonacht O'Ferrall, died.

Conor, son of Ivar O'Hanley, was slain by the

people of Corcachlan, and those of Kinel Doffa,

on the plain of Cluain-na-gaileach(inRoscommon),

on La na m-burach dubh (some festival day), and

that was a melancholy day for the sons of Ivar

O'Hanley, and for Cathal Dubhach O'Conor; and

he was intended at Roscommon.

Owen O'Rourke, and the sons of Dunn Mac
Gauran, made attacks against the Brefnians as far

as Tirconnell.

Mac Brien of Cuanach (in county of Limerick),

was treacherously slain by the English and by the

Berkeley. Teige O'Grady, chief of Kinel Don-

gaile (in Clare), died. John Cam O'Shaughnessey

was killed by the son of O'Loghlin, while playing

on the plain of CluanRamhfota (Clonroad,in Clare).

O'Heyne was slain by the O'Dalys, on the plain

of Maon Maighe (in Galway). Mac GiUmore was

treacherously slain at Carrickfergus by the Sa-

vadges.

Mac Murrogh (Art Mac MmTogh) warred

against the English and was victorious.

O'Conor Faily carried on a great war against

the English, and plundered and spoiled much of

their property.

Mac Ward of Cuil-an-Urtain, professor of Hy
Maine, died.

The castle of Ballindun (in Sligo) was built by

Conor, son of Teige Mac Donogh.

The castle of Collooney (in Sligo) was built by

MuiTogh, the son of Cormac Mac Donogh.

A. D. 1409.

Bryan, son of John O'Hara, bishop of Achonry,

died after having gained the victory of extreme

unction and repentance.

The king of England's son, on leaving Ireland,

liberated the earl of Kildare before his departure.

2 E
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Malachy More Mac Geoghegan was deprived

of his lordship, and Fergal Roe, son of Fergal

Roe, son of Donogh, was appointed in his place.

Richard Burke's leg was broken by a grey-

hound, which struck him while running, in conse-

quence of which he died.

Belleek (near Ballyshannon), was plundered by

Tiarnan O'Rourke, against O'Donnell and Cathal

O'Rourke, while Owen O'Rourke, O'Donnell, and

the Tirconnellians were encamped on the opposite

side of the cataract, and Cathal and Owen on this

side, and he carried away the prey from both

parties.

O'Conor Roe and O'Kelly encamped about

Roscommon, and destroyed the corn of the town

and of the monasteiy, and they turned the friars

out of the monastery, lest intelligence might be

sent over to the castle.

Biyan, son of Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor,

with Mac Donogh of Tirerrill, and the sons of Ti-

arnan O'Rourke, marched mth a great force, and

they put supplies of provisions and money into

the castle of Roscommon, in spite of the men of

Connaught, southward of the mountain, who were

all collected, both horse and foot, to oppose them

;

and they returned the same night into their camp,

and on the foUowmg day returned to their homes.

Muintir Cuirnin (of Leitrim) having committed

slaughter on each other, viz., John and Conla were

killed by Dermod, the son of Murtogh O'Cuirnin,

atthe houseofO'Duigenan, of Bally Coillte Fogh-

air, Dermod then went to the house of Conor

Crom, the son of Teige O'Rourke, his lord and fos-

ter-brother ; Conor immediately took him prisoner

for his misdeeds, and delivered him to the

O'Rourkes and O'Cuirnins, who kept him con-

fined afterwards for a fortnight, when he was slain

by the son of John O'Cuirnin.

Murtogh Mac Egan, cliief Brehon of the men
of Teffia (in Westmeath), a man highly expe-

rienced in his profession, died.

Malachy, son of Mukoona Mac Donogh, and

Shane Buidhe, his brother, made an attack upon

Teige, son of Mulroona, son of Gilcreest Mac Do-
nogh, in Moylurg, whom they took prisoner ; the

people of the country, having collected together,

gave them battle, in which Malachy, the son of

Mac Donogh, received a wound from a dart, of

which he died.

A gi-eat war broke out between O'Brien and his

sons, and the sons of Brian O'Brien, and having

engaged in battle, O'Brien was defeated, and the

earl of Kildare's son, who happened to be along

with him and Dermod, were taken prisoners, and

O'Brien was expelled from Thomond by the sons

of O'Brien.

Mac Carthy Cluasach, that is, Donal, son of

Fingin, son of Donogh, son of Dermod Reavar,

died.

Fingin, son of Mac Con, the son of Fingin

O'DriscoU, and the young O'Driscoll, died.

Miu-togh Mac Gillultan, a learned historian,

died.

Eigneach O'Duinin, the intended chief poet of

Desmond, died of the plague.

A. D. 1410.

Donal O'Neill, lord of Tyrone, a man who was

styled king of his tribe, was taken prisoner by

Bryan Mac Mahon, which was an unbecoming act,

and was delivered by him to Owen O'Neill for

a reward, and Owen sent him to Mac Guire, to be

kept in custody by him.

Rannall Mac Rannall, chief of Muintir Eoluis,

died after extreme unction and repentance ; and

Cumscrach Mac Rannall was appointed his suc-

cessor to the chieftaincy, who died in a fortnight

after that.

Felim Cleirach, son of Hugh, son of Felim

O'Conor, died.

Teige Carrach, the son of Torlogh Dunn O'Co-

nor, died.

Malachy, son of Owen O'Rourke, was slain by

the Connellians.

The castle of Dun Cremtanan was demolished

by the men of Carbury and the people of Bref-

ney.

Thomas, son of Mulmuiry Magrath, chief poet

of Thomond, died.

Sabina, daughter of Conor O'Brien, the wife of

Walter Burke, died.

Cormac Oge Mac Carthy died while imprisoned

by his kinsman Mac Carthy More.

Teige, son of Malachy, son of William, son of

Donogh Muinach O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, a

chief who was distinguished for his charity and

benevolence, died after having gained the victory

of repentance.
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Teige, son of William, son of Conor Mac Bra-

nan, chief of Corcachlan (in Roscommon), died on

the 1st of Novembei", in his own house at Coillte

More of Cluan Sencha, after extreme unction and

a sincere repentance, and was interred in the mo-

nastery of the friars at Roscommon, in the tomb

of his father and ancestors.

Donogh, son of Malachy O'Kelly, succeeded

Teige in the lordship of Hy Maine.

The sons of O'Conor Don carried away five hun-

dred cows from the people of O'Conor Roe, about

November, from Rath Brenan (in Roscommon).

Torlogh and Teige, the sons of O'MuUoy, and

Donal, the grandson of Hoibicin O'Mulloy, were

slain by the people of Clan Maoihighra (Glenma-

lire, in the King's and Queen's counties.)

Malachy More, son of Fergal, son of Murtogh
More Mac Geoghegan, lord of Kinel Fiachaidh

(in Westmeath), ched after having gained the vic-

tory of extreme unction and repentance.

Donal, son of Cormac O'Hara, heir to the lord-

ship of Lieney, died.

O'Brien returned to Thomond, after having

made peace with his kinsmen, the sons of Brian

O'Brien.

The English ofMeath, and the lord justice, took

the castle of Moybrecraighe (in Longiord) from

O'Ferrall.

Donal, son of Hugh O'Flaherty, lord of West
Connaught, was slain in his own territory by the

sons of Bryan O'Flaherty.

O'Donnell (Torlogh) marched with a force into

BrefneyO'Rourke,plundered and burned the coun-

try ; the men of Bretiaey pursued and overtook them,

and an engagement took place in which the pur-

suers were defeated, and John, son of Owen
O'Rourke, with many others, were slain, and the

Tirconnellians carried away the booty.

A.D. 1411.

Donal, son of Conor O'Brien, tanist ofThomond,

was slain by the Barry More.

Owen, son of Murrogh O'Madden, lord of Siol

Anmcha (in Galway), died.

ISIaolmora, son of Cuconacht, son of Gillaisa

AD. 1411.

I. Giolln Mochnda.—It has been stated in the note on Des-
mond, that the Mac Gillicuddys, chiefs in Kerry, were a branch

Roe O'Reilly, lord of Brefney (county of Cavan),

died.

Covhach O'Madden, the intended lord of his

own estate, died.

Murtogh, son of Cu-uladh O'Neill, prince pre-

sumptive of Tyrone, died.

O'SuUivan More was treacherously taken pri-

soner, his eyes put out, and his son slain, by Do-
nal Duv O'SuUivan.

Thomas, son of John, earl of Desmond, was ex-

pelled from Ireland by James, the son of Gerald.

Malachy, son of Bryan Mac Tiarnan, tanist of

TuUaghonoho (in Cavan), died.

Conor O'Casey, erenach of the lands of Muintir

Casey, in Devenish, and Johannes Mac Scully,

erenach of his own lands in Rossory (both in

Fermanagh), died.

Murtogh Midhach, the son of Bryan O'FeiTall,

lord of the Port in Annaly (county of Longford),

a man who was never reproached, died.

Conor, son of Gillamochuda' O'SuUivan, was

treacherously slain by his own kinsmen.

The monastery of Eannaghdune (in Galway),

was burned.

Donal Doidhiola O'Becham (O'Beahan), a

learned historian, died.

Dermod, son of Gillaisa Magrath, chief poet of

Thomond, died.

Donal, son of Cathal O'Rourke (inLeitrim)died.

Taichleach Buidhe O'Hara (of Sligo), died.

The sheriff of Meath was taken prisoner by

O'Conor Faily, and he exacted a great ransom for

his liberation.

Mac Carthy More was expeUed by the O'Sul-

livans.

Maolmurry Mac Sweeney was taken prisoner

by O'Donnell, in consequence of the complaints

and accusations of some of his own people.

Teige Caoch-na-moicheirghc, the son of Der-

mod Mac Carthy, the intended lord of Desmond,

was treacherously slain by Felim, the son of Der-

mod Mac Carthy.

Mac Manus of Tir Tuathail (in Roscommon),

and his son, were slain by the sons of Roderick

Mac Manus.

of the O'Sullivans ; and it is probable they took their name from

the above GioUa Mochuda O'SulIivau.

E 'J.
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A.D. 1412.

Donal, son of Niall O'Donnell, died.

Hugh, son of Henry O'Neill, made his escape

from Dubhn, where he had been imprisoned for ten

years, and brought several other prisoners along

with him, among whom were the son of Mac Guire

(of Fermanagh), and the son of O'Neill, namely,

his own brother's son ; and it was on O'Neill's

account he became a hostage ; after his escape the

entire province (of Ulster) was much disturbed,

the English demanding O'Neill to be delivered to

them by Owen O'Neill, O'Donnell, Mac Guire,

and the Orgiallians.

TiarnanOge,thesonofTiarnanMore(0'Rourke),

heir to the lordship of Brefney, died in the 36th

year of liis age, in the month of April.

CuchonachtMac Tiarnan, chiefof Tullaghonoho,

was slain by the people of Fermanagh, in his own

house at Croaghan Mac Tiarnan (Croghan, near

Killeshandra, county of Cavan), m a nocturnal at-

tack, and they slew men, women, and children,

burned the town, and then returned.

Donogh, son of Donal Mac Gillfinen (of Fer-

managh), died.

Ricard Barrett having gone to plunder Coolcar-

ney (in Mayo), the gentlemen of the countiy put

him to flight, and pursued him to the Moy, in

which he was drowned, together with many of his

people, and others of them were taken prisoners.

Edaleis, and the son of the earl of Kildare, fell

by each other's hands at Kilmochelog (Kilmallock,

in Limerick).

A contest arose between O'Donnell and O'Kanc,

joined by the sons ofJohn O'Donnell ; O'Kane and

the sons of John O'Donnell having marched with

their forces into Tirconnell, they slew fourteen of

O'Donnell's men, together with the son of Felim

O'Donnell, andCathal, the son of Rannall O'Boyle.

Bryan, son of Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor,

marched with a great force, about Lammas, into

Gaileanga (Gallen, in Mayo), from thence to Clan

Cuain, to Carra, and to Conmaicne Cuile Tola

(Kilmain), to wluch territory he brought the

ClanMaurice-na-mBrigh, with their troop of cattle-

drivers; the Clan William Burke, the O'Flahertys,

the O'Malleys, the Barretts, the people of Gallen,

and the Costelloes, collected together to oppose

him, but with all their combined forces they gave

him neither skirmish nor battle, although Bryan

ravaged their territories despite of them, destroyed

their crops and burned their fortresses, viz.. Castle-

bar, Lethinsi (castle of Lehinch), and the town of

Lough Mask ; and having left Clan Maurice, with

their troop of cattle-drivers, in their own country,

he obtained peaceable terms from the English and
Irish on that occasion, and then returned safe to

his own home.

Owen, son of Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor,

marched a force into the plain of Connaught, at

the invitation of the sons of Torlogh O'Conor,

and spoiled the portion of the plain belonging to

Felim's grandsons, and carried away cattle and

hostages.

Sabina, daughter of Tiarnan O'Rourke, the wife

of Edmond, son of Thomas, the son of Cathal

O'Ferrall, died.

Roderick, son of Cathal O'Fen-all, was slain in

Machaire Chuircne (barony of Kilkenny West,

in Westmeath), by the cast of a javelin.

Henry V.' was proclaimed king of England on

the 20th of March.

Bryan O'Conor marched a force into Tir Hugh
(in Donegal), burned the country as far as Mur-
vach, and slew Coiline Mac Coilin at Bally-

shannon.

ilac Brady, chief of CuOe Brighdin (in county

of Cavan) ; Manus Mac Rannall, the son of

Loghlin O'Rourke, and Cuabha Mac Gorman,
died.

A.D. 1413.

Henry Barrett was taken jirisoner by ]\Iac

Watten (Robert), in the church ofErrew of Lough
Con (in Mayo), out of which he took him by force,

after thus profaning the town ; and every night

the saint of the place, namely, Tiarnan of Errew,

appeared to Mac A\'atten in a vision, demanding

the prisoner, whose liberation he at length ob-

tained, and Mac Watten dedicated a quarter of

land for ever to St. Tiarnan, as an eraic for ha\ing

profaned his place.

Conor O'Dogherty, chief of Ard Midhair, and

lord of Inis Owen, a man of unbounded generosity

A.D. 1412.

1. Henry V.—King Henry IV. died on the 20th of March,
1413, and was succeeded bj his son Henry V.
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and general hospitality to the poor and needy, died.

Tuathal O'M alley having gone for refuge into

the province of Ulster, there remained for a

year, at the end of which time he set out for home
with seven ships, about the festival of St. Colum-

kille, but a storm overtook them oiF the western

coast, which drove them to the south of Alban

(Scotland), where six of the ships were lost with

their crews, among whom were the two sons of

Tuathal O'Malley ; Donogh, son of Owen Con-

nachtach Mac Sweeney ; Donal Ballach, the son

of Mac Sweeney Girr, together with two hundred

and forty others, and Tuathal with much difficulty

landed in Scotland.

Cathal, son of Owen O'Madden, lord of Siol

Anmcha, died.

Thomas Oge O'Reilly, and the Mac Cabes, hav-

ing gone on a hostile incursion into Meath, they

burned and committed depredations therein, but

were overtaken by the English, who slew Mahon
Mac Cabe, Loghlin Mac Cabe, and a great many

of their people ; and Thomas Oge received an ar-

row (or dart) in his leg, from the effects of which

he was ever after lame.

Cormac, son of Teige, son of Roderick O'Co-

nor, died on the 6th of the Kalends of May.

Torlogh, thesonofO'ConorFaily,diedfrom a fall.

Bebin, daughter of Roderick, the son of Tom-
altach Mac Donogh, the wife of Owen, son of

Donal O'Conor, died.

The entire of Limerick, both stone and wooden

buildings, was burned by one woman.

Mac Murrogh, that is. Art, the son of Art Ca-

venagh, lord of Leinster, defeated the English of

the Contae Riavach (Wexford), and slew and took

prisoners great numbers of them.

O'BjTne (of Wicklow), likewise gave the Eng-

lish of Dublin a signal overthrow, in which great

numbers of them were slain, and taken prisoners.

CoUa, son of Teige O'Kelly, heir to the lordship

of Hy Maine ; Malachy Mac Manus, the son of

A. D. 1414.

1. an Echnin is considered to be Killiican in Westmeatli
;

and tliis battle was fought on tbe 10th of May ; the baron of

Screen, slain in this battle, was Thomas Marward, the family of

Marward being in former times barons of Screen in Meath ; the

Flemings were barons of Slane in Meath, and Christopher Flem-

ing was the person above-mentioned, for whom the great ransom

was received ; and Dardis the lawless, who is also mentioned,

was Jenico Dartas or Dardis, a native of Gascony, who was a ce-

lebrated military commander, sent to Ireland by the English go-

Donal ; O'Meagher, chiefof Ikerrin (in Tipperary),

and Mac Egan of Ormond, aU of which family

were learned in the laws, died.

O'Flynn, chief of Siol Maolmain (in Galway),

was slain by the son of Murtogh O'Flynn.

A. D. 1414.

Donal O'Heoghain, dean of Lough Erne (dean

of Clogher), died on the 3d of the Nones of

October.

The monasteiy of Sligo was burned by a candle

in the spring of this year.

The sons of Henry O'Neill attacked Owen, the

son of Niall Oge O'Neill, and took him prisoner

as a pledge for O'Neill, whom Owen had then in

imprisonment, and both were liberated one for the

other, after which O'Neill, that is, Donal, reas-

suraed his lordship.

Murrogh O'Conor, lord of Offaley, and Fergal

Roe Mac Geoghegan, lord of Kinel Fiacha Mac
Neill, gave a great defeat to the English of Meath,

at Kil Echain,' in which the baron of Screen, and

a great many officers and common soldiers, were

slain, and the son of the baron of Slane was taken

prisoner, for whom was obtained a ransom of

fourteen hundred marks ; and for Dardis the law-

less, and the other jn-isoners who were taken, was

received a ransom of twelve hundred marks, be-

sides a reward and fine for intercession.

Hugh, son of Cathal O'Conor, died.

Mac Carthy of Carberj-^, that is, Donal, the son

of Donal, died.

The earl of Desmond'- came to Ireland, and he

brought over many Saxons with him to spoil Mun-
ster.

The earl of Onnond arrived in Ireland from the

king of England.

John Stanley came to Ireland as the king of

England's viceroy, a man who gave neither tole-

ration nor termon (sanctuai-y) to ecclesiastics, lay-

men, or literary men, but all with whom he came

vernmentat that time, and was probably called the lawless on ac-

count of his having plundered various parts of the country.

2. The earl of Desmond at this time was Thomas Fitzgerald
;

and the above-mentioned earl of Ormond was James Butler, who
was afterwards appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland ; sir John
Stanley was appointed lord deputy of Ireland, and landed at

Clontarfin October, 141:!, and died at Ardee on the 0th of Janu-

ary following, his death being occasioned, according to the anna-

lists, by the severe satires of the Bard O'Higgin, whom he had
plundered ; he was of the family of the Stanleys, earls of Derby.
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in contact he subjected to cold, hardship, and fa-

mine ; and he it was who plundered Niall, the son

of Hugh 0'Higgin,at Uisneach of Meath (West-

meath) ; but Henry D'Alton plundered James

Tuite and the king's people, and gave to the

O'Higgins a cow in lieu of each cow, of which

they had been plundered, and aftenvards escorted

them into Connaught ; the O'Higgins, on ac-

count of Niall, then satirized John Stanley, who

only lived five weeks after the satii-izing, having

died from the venom of their satires ; this was the

second instance of the poetic influence of Niall

O'Higgin's satires, the first having been the Clan

Conway turning grey the night they plundered

Niall at Cladain, and the second the death of John

Stanley.

Conor, son of Geoffi-ey O'Flanagan, the intended

cliief of Clan Cathail (in Roscommon), died on

the sixth day of November.

Eochy MacMahon,tanist of Orgial(Monaghan),

was taken prisoner by Bryan Mac Mahon and the

English.

Murrogh O'Henesy, lord of Clan Colgan (in

King's county), died.

Art Cavenagh, heir to the kingdom of Leinster,

died.

Mulroona, son of Fergal Mac Dermott, lord of

Moylurg, died.

O'Driscoll More (of Cork) was treacherously

slain by the crew of a merchant vessel.

A. D. 1415.

Edmond Mac Finnavar, prior of Inismore on

Lough Gamhna (Lough Gawna, in Longford),

died on the 27th of April.

Lord Furnival' arrived as lord justice of Ireland

;

he plunderedLeixofO'Moore(in Queen's county),

and took the castle of the son of Fachtna O'Moore
;

he carried away great preys of cows, horses and

other property fi-om Oriel, spoiled and plundered

Mac-na-mBreathnach (Walsh), and hanged Gerald,

the son of Thomas Caoch, of the blood of the Ge-

A.D. 1415.

1. Sir John Tnlbot, lord Fuiniviil, above-mentioned, was ap-

pointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, andlanded at Dalkey in Septem-

ber, 1414 ; he was afterwards earl of Shrewsbury, and a celebrated

coiumander in the wars of Henry V. in France. Lord Furniva!,

after waging war with the Irisli chiefs, in various parts of the

country, departed from Ireland in the year 1410, and, according

to Marlburgh, in his Chronicle, " carrying along with him the

raldines ; he also plundered a great many of the

bards of L'eland, namely, Dermod O'Daly of

Meath, Hugh Oge Magrath, Duvthach Mac
Keogh the learned, and Maurice O'Daly ; and in

the following summer he plundered O'Daly of

Corcomroe (in Clare), namely, Fergal, son ofTeige,

the son of Aongus Roe ; he plundered Bruighin-

da-Choga,' in Machaire Cuircne, and not that

alone, but he gave no termon, nor spared either

saint or sanctuary, while he remained in Ireland.

Hugh O'Malley committed great depredations

on Dermod O'Malley, and Dermod having taken

possession of the Island of O'Malley, Hugh pur-

sued him thither, and a battle ensued, in which

Hugh O'Malley, lord of Umalia, was slain by

Dermod, and also his son Conor, together with

the son of Thomas O'Malley, and Donal, the son

of Dei-mod O'Malley ; the inheritance of Umalia

was henceforth wrested from the race of Hugh, and

Dermod assumed the lordship.

Tomaltach Roe, the son of Conor Mac Maurice,

died.

Closach O'Coffey, a man distinguished for his

poetry and humanity, died.

Dermod, son of Dermod, son of Conor, son of

Tomaltach Mac Dermott, was slain by the sons of

O'Conor Don, and was interred in the monastery

of Athdalaarg (Boyle.)

Cahir, son of Donogh O'FerraU, and Hugh, son

of Donogh O'Kelly, died.

Tomaltach, son of Teige O'Beirne (of Roscom-

mon), was slain in a nocturnal attack by Fergal,

the son of Dermod Mac Rannall, at C'luain Sith,

in Bally EUi, in the house of Mac-an-Donna-

naigh, and the daughter of Loghlin O'Hanley was

burned there also on the 6th of the Ides of

January.

Conor, son of Bryan, the son of William Mac
Geoghegan was killed at Kilcuarachte (Kilcoursey,

in King's county).

Commotions arose between the people of Lie-

ney (in Sligo), and having engaged in battle, the

curses ofmany, because he being run much in debt for victual and

divers other things, would pay little or nothing at all." His

brotlier, Richard Talbot, arclibishop of Dublin, was appointed

lord justice.

•2. Bruiijhin-da-Choga , or tlie fortress of tlie two wars, was

situated inMachaire Cuircne, now the barony of Kilkenny West,

in Westmeath, n place celebrated in the Ossianic poems.
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eastern portion were defeated and many of them
slain ; and Art, the son of O'Hara, was taken

prisoner and hanged by them at their own house.

The sons of Dermod Duv O'Flaherty were taken

prisoners and slain by their own kinsmen, and the

Giolla Duv O'Flaherty.

A.D. 1416.

Adam Lexid (Adam Lyns, in Ware), bishop of

Ardagh, an English friar, was burned at Rath-

easbuic (Rathaspick, in Westmeath) ; and Conor,

son of Fergal, son of Cuchonacht O'Ferrall, was
elected his successor by the chapter of Ardagh.

O'Hainmche, dean of Killala, died.

Maurice O'Coineoil, the coarb of Drumcliff (in

Sligo), was burned in his own house by robbers.

Thomas Mac Innoglaidh, erenach of Kilhoiridh

(KilleiTy, in Sligo), and chief master of Connaught

in laws, died after having gained the victoiy of re-

pentance.

Luke O'Treabhair (O'Trevor), erenach of Kil-

fearga (Killargy, in Leitrim), died after a well

spent life.

The monastery of Sligo, which had been burned,

was rebuilt by Bryan the fiiar, the son of Dermod
Mac Donogh.

Goi-mley, daughter of Niall More O'Neill, the

wife of John O'Donnell, tlied.

Ardgall, son of Bryan More Mac Mahon, lord

of Orgial (Monaghan), died.

Cumeadha, son of John Mac Namara, heir to

the chieftaincy of Clan Cuilein, died.

Mac Jordan Dexeter, with his kinsmen, made
an attack on the sons of John O'Hara; and

O'Hara himself, with Torlogh Can-ach, son of

Donal, the son of Murtogh O'Conor, and the

cavalry of Carbury (in Sligo), were met by the

advanced party of Mac Jordan's forces, who slew

O'Hara and wounded Manus, son of Donogh, son

of Murtagh O'Conor, together with the son of

Hugh Mac Donogh, and Torlogh Carrach, the son

of Donal (O'Conor) ; Mac Jordan, after that,

plundered the district, but the people of the entire

country having collected together, piu-sued them,

and Mac Jordan was defeated and slain; and

Hugh O'Ruadhain, with O'Ruadhain himself; the

two sons of Thomas, son of Myler ; and Mac
Duarcain, lord of Cul Aneiridh (in Mayo), were

also slain, with many others.

A contest arose between the people of Fer-

managh and the men of Brefney, concerning the

rent of Cathal, the son of Hugh O'Rourke, who
was then in alhance with the people of Fennanagh

;

a battle was fought between them, in which the

party of Hugh Mac Guire, and of Cathal

O'liourke, were defeated by Teige and Donal
O'Rourke, and Teige, the son of Fergal O'Rourke,
with nine others, were slain, and eleven horses were

taken from them on that occasion.

Hugh Buidhe and Teige O'Rourke, with Mac
Cabe, made another attack on Muintir Pheodach-

ain (Pettigo in Fermanagh), but the people of

Fermanagh, from Lough Erne westward, with

Cathal O'Rourke and Owen O'Rourke, pursued

them, and the sons of O'Rourke endured the hard-

ship of that pursuit, until they came up to a place

where they had planted their galloglasses in am-
bush; both parties then turned upon their pursuers,

and slew Donogh and John O'Rourke, with the two

sons of ALalachy, the son of Flaherty O'Rourke,

and forty-eight of the people of Fermanagh.

Donal, son of Tiarnan More O'Rourke, died of

the small-pox, and his death was very much la-

mented in Gairbh Thrian of Connaught (the rough

district of Connaught, or Leitrim).

Graine,the daughter ofFlahertyO'Rourke, died.

Teige Oge, the son of Teige Roe Mac Dermott

Gall, lord of Airteach, died after the festival of St.

Michael, in the house of the friars at Roscommon,
and was inteiTed in the monastery.

The church of Inismore on Lovigh Gil (in

Sligo), was burned, in which were destroyed the

manuscripts of O'Cuirnin ; the Leabhar Gearr (or

Short Book) of the O'Cuirnins, together with many
other precious articles.

James, the son of Richard Bermingham, died.

John Mac Costello having gone on a predatory

excursion against Edmond of the Plain, committed

great plunder, and slew himself with a javelin, after

having secured the prey.

John O'Cannavan, parson of Tir Fiachra of the

Moy (in Sligo), died.

Felim, son of Hugh O'Conor, was slain by the

sons of O'Conor Don.

Edmond Burke committed great depredations

on Bermingham (in Galway), whom he took

prisoner, and confined in the town of Lough

Mask.



216 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1417-18.

O'Donnell and Bryan O'Conor made a peace

with each other.

O'Conor Faily gave a great defeat to the English

of Meath, and took from them much property, in-

cluding horses, accoutrements, and also prisoners.

A great number of Saxons came to Ireland.

Mac Murrogh defeated the English of Condae

Riavach (Wexford), and having slain and taken

prisoners seventeen score of them (340), they

made peace with him on the following day.

A.D. 1417.

Art Cavenagh, king of Leinster,' the son of

Art, son of Murtogh, son of Maurice, lord of Lein-

ster, a man who defended his province against

the Enghsh and Irish, from the age of sixteen to

his 60th year ; a man distinguished for his hospi-

tality, knowledge, and feats of arms; a man full of

prosperity and royalty; a founder of churches and

monasteries by his bounty and contributions,

died, after having been forty-two years in the go-

vernment of Leinster, on the 7th day after Christ-

mas ; some state that it was by drinking a poison-

ous draught, which a woman gave him at Ross

Mac Briuin, and also to O'Doran, the Brehon of

Leinster, that both died ; Donogh his son suc-

ceeded him in the government.

Master John, parson of Devenlsh, died.

Dermod Lamhdearg (the Red-handed) son of

Art Cavenagh, the son of the king of Leinster,

died.

Roderick, the O'Dowd, son of Donal, son of

Bryan, son of Taichleach O'Dowd, the fountain

of prosperity and wealth of Hy Fiachra (in Sligo),

died in his own town on the festival of St. Bridget,

within a month of spring, and was succeeded by

Teige Riavach his brother. It was during the

time of this Teige, that the Book of Oiris of Leacan

was written.

Roderick, son of Murrogh O' Flaherty, Rode-

rick, son ofDermod Duv O'Flaherty, together with

sixteen of the O'Flahertys, were di'owned on the

coast of Umalia (in Mayo).

A.D. 1417.

1. Art Cavenagh, tting of Leinster, here mentioned, was the

celebrated warrior Art Mac Murrogh O'Cavenaph, of whose ex-

ploits in his contests with the English forces, under king Richard

II., an account has been given in a note in these Annals, at the

Thomas, the son of Mac Maurice of Kerry, was

slain by James, the son of the earl of Desmond.

Mathew, son of Cuchonacht O'Ferrall, lord of

Moy Treagha (in Longford), died.

Cormac Ballach, son of Fergal, son of Cucho-

nacht O' Fen-all, was slain by the English.

A great contest arose between O'Neill and the

Tirconnellians ; O'Neill made a nocturnal attack

on the camp of Naghtan O'Donnell at Carn Glass,

between Raphoe and Donoghmore, and, having

surprised the persons there in their sleep, they

took from them twenty horses, obtained gj-eat

booty, including arms, armour, and clothing, and

slew and took prisoners eleven of them ; and

Naghtan himself escaped by his valour, feats of

arms, and intrepidity.

Una, daughter of Donal O'Neill, the wife of

Niall Oge O'Neill, died.

A great war broke out in Leinster between the

English and the Irish.

I

A.D. 1418.

The bishop O'DriscoU and Mac Con O'Dris-

coll, his brother, lord of Corca Laighe (in Cork),

and Dermod, the son of Mac Carthy Cluaisidh,

tanist of Hy Cairpre (Carbery, in Cork), died.

Niall O'Donnell committed great depredations

and plunder on O'Neill, and expelled him across

the Bann, eastward to Mac Quillan's country (in

Antrim).

Lord Furnival committed great depredations on

Hugh, the son of Art Mac Gennis, lord of Iveagh,

in Ulidia ; Mac Gennis (that is Hugh) and the

son of O'Neill Buidhe pursued the English as they

were caiTying away the plunder, and defeated

them after they had left the booty behind them,

and an immense number of the English were

slain and taken prisoners by Mac Gennis on that

occasion.

Bryan Ballach, son of Hugh, son of Felim

O'Conor, a man who never refused any person a

request which lay in his power, died, and was in-

terred at Roscommon.

year 1390 ; the place of his death is mentioned as Ross Mac
Briuin, now Old Ross, in the county of Wexford, which was also

called Ross Mac Treoin, and where the Mac Murroghs, kings of

Leinster, had one of their castles in those times.
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Owen, son of Tiarnan More O'Rourke, tanist

of Brefney, was drowned after Christmas, while

returning from Inis-na-dTorc, on Lough Fionn-

mhaighe (inLeitrim), whither he had gone on a visit

to his father, who was then on his death bed.

Tiarnan More, son of Ualgarg O'Rourke, lord

of Brefney, the bravest and most valiant man of

the race of Hy Briune, a man who wrested his es-

tates from his enemies by the force of arms,

died at an advanced age on the festival of St.

Bridget, and was buried in the monastery of

81igo, and Hugh Buidhe O'Rourke succeeded

his father.

Leinster.—Tn this article, and in succeeding notes, will be given
the history and topography of Leinster. At A. D. 1303, in these

annals, liave been shewn the ancient divisions of Ireland into five

provinces or kingdoms, and the boundaries of each. Tiie ancient

kindom of Leinster comprised the present counties of Wexford,
Wicklow, Carlow, and Queen's county, the greater part of Kil-

kenny, King's county, and Kildare, and tljat part of Dublin
south of the river Liffey. Parts of Kilkenny, bordering on Tip-
perary, and the southern parts of the King's county, belonged to

ancient Alunster, and some of the northern part of the King's
county belonged to the province of Meath. Tlie above-named ter-

ritories continued to be the limits of Leinster down to the reign of
Elizabeth, as may be seen in Spenser's View of Ireland, but in

after times the old kingdom of Meath was added to Leinster, and
also the county of Louth, which was part of the ancient king-
dom of Ulster.

Leinster in early times was called Gaillian or Coige Gaillian,
and got its name, as stated in O' Conor's Dissertations, and in Keat-
ing, from its being possessed by the trilie of Firbolgs called Fir-

Gaillian, signifying Spear-men, but it after\\'ards got the name
oiLa'ighean from the following circumstance:— Nearly three cen-
turies before the Christian era, Labhra Loingseach, or Lavra of
the ships, an Irish prince, having been banished to Gaul, became
commanderof the forces to the king of that country, and after-

wards led an army of S'iOO Gauls to Ireland, for the recovery of
the crown. He landed at the place afterwards called Lough
Garman, now the bay ofWextord, and proceeded to Uiitnrighj

an ancient fortress of the kings of Leinster, wliieli was situated

near the river Barrow, between Carlow and Leighlin, and there

put to death Cobhthach Caolbreagh, the king who had usurped the
throne, and became himself monarch of Ireland. The Gaulish
troops brought o^er by Lavra were armed with green broad-headed
spears, called Ln'ujhbi, w-bich were introduced amongst all the
forces of the province, hence it got the name Coige Lmghean, or

the province of the Spears, and from Laighean, pronounced Laen,
has been formed the word Leinster,

I. Hy Kinsealach and Cualann.—Under this head will be
given the history and topography of the ancient territories com-
prised in the present counties of Wexford, Wicklow, and Carlow,
with their chiefs and clans, and the possessions of each in ancient

and modern times, collected from the various works already enu-
merated in the notes on Thomond, Desmond, Ormond, and Desies.

The extensive territory of Hy Kinselack derived its name from
Eana Cinsealach, king of Leinster, in the fourth century, and
comprised the present counties of Wexford and Carlow, witii some
adjoining parts of Wicklow, Kilkenny, and Queen's county.

Ciittla, Ciiainn, or Crioch Ciiahni, that is the country of Cua-
lan, was the designation of the greater part of the ancient terri-

tory now forming the county of Wicklow, and its name was de-

rived from Cuala, one of the sons of Breogan, who was one of the

commanders of the Milesian colony from S]iain, and took pos-

session of this country, which was called after him Sliabh Cualan,

Teige, that is the Mac Clancy, son of Cathal,

son of Teige, chief of Dartry (in Leitrim), died a

fortnight after he had entered the monastic order,

and his son Cathal succeeded him.

Richard, son of Thomas O'Reilly, lord of East

Brefney (Cavan), was drowned in Lough Shilean,

together with Owen O'Reilly, his son ; Philip, the

son of Gillaisa Mac Caffrey, dean of Dromlane,

and vicar of Eanach Garv (Annagh or Annagelifte,

diocese of Kilmore), and many other persons of

note ; but Fiongnalla, daughter of Mac Rannall,

the wife of O'Reilly, escaped being drowned, by her

expertness in swimming.

or the Mountain of Cuala ; and it is mentioned that two fortresses

in the territory of Cualan were erected by the Milesians, one at

Turlogh Invear More, now called Arklow, by Amergin, and the

other by Seaghda, at Dun Deilinis, now Delgany.

Ancient inhnbitnnts of Leinster—There are various colonies

placed in ancient Leinster, according to our old annalists and to-

pographers.

The Belgians.—The colony called by our old Irish writers

Fir-Bolg, i. e. Viri Belgici, or men of Belgium, of whom an ac-

count has been already given in tlie notes on North and South
Connanght, Thomond, and Desmond, are stated to have been

Scythians, and to have sailed to Ireland from Greece, and to have

landed with a large force in Connaught, at Erris, in Mayo, and
another body of them landed under one of their commanders
named Slairge, the son of Dela, at a place called after him, In-
bhear Slainge, now the Bay of Wexford, from which the river

Slaney also derived its name. The Fir-Bolg were divided into

two great tribes, namely, the Fir-Donihuftn, who possessed

Connaught, and are called hy O'Flaherty and other writers Fir-

Domnians and Damnonians ; and the Fir-GaiUian, signifying

spearmen, who possessed Leinster ; they are placed on Charles

O'Conor's Map of Ancient Ireland, in the counties of Wexford,
Wicklow, and Carlow, under the name of Go/e;i((, or Galeiiians,

under which name they are also mentioned in O'Flaherty's Ojry-

gia. Our old annalists represent the Firbolg as a race of Scy-

thians, and the name is considered by O'Brien, in his Dictionary,

at the word Bolg, to be derived from Fetir, a man, and bolg, a

quiver, in consequence of their being armed chiefly with bows and

arrows, and it may be observed that the Scythians were famous

archers. The Firbolg are considered by various writers to have

been a colony of the i}e/(/ff, from the northern parts of Gaul or

Belgium, and adjoining parts of Germany, which country was

called hy Caesar, and otlier Roman writers, Golliri Befgim. These

Belgians were the most warlike nation in Gaul, whom the Ro-

man armies, under Capsar, found very difficult to conquer, and of

whose diflerent trilies, the Belloivici, Mennpii, Atrebntes, and

Reniii, interesting accounts are given in Caesar's Commentaries.

The Belgians ofGaul are considered to have been Celts or Celto-Scy-

thians, and to have spoken a dialect of the Celtic tongue, which

was also the language of the Firbolg or Belgians of Ireland. The

Belgians of Gaul, in early times, also colonised the southern parts

of Britain, and when the Romans, under Coesar, invaded Britain,

they found the whole southern coast, from Suffolk to Devonshire,

occupied by Belgic tribes, astheCantii, in Kent, the Trinobantes

in Essex and Middlesex, the Regni and Atrebates in Surrey,

Sussex, Hampshire, Wiltshire, and Somerset, and the Damnonii

in Devonshire ; the capital city of the British Belgians was Veiita

Belgarum, now Winchester. According to various antiquaries,

the Belgians who settled in Ireland are said to have come from

Britain in the first century, having fled to this island when Bri-

tain was conquered by the Romans ; but though some of the Bri-

tish Belgians may have come to Ireland at this time, all our
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The Caislean Beag (or small castle), was erected

by William O'Kelly, in the space of fifteen days,

at Roscommon, opposite the great castle, in spite

of all the English and Irish of Connaught who op-

posed him, and who aided the sons of Torlogh

O'Conor, in the summer of this year.

The sons of Donal, the son of Murtogh

O'Conor, and the Clan Donogh (O'Conors),

marched with a great force to demolish the

small castle, and did not halt until they pitched

their camp around in every direction ; howe^'er,

they got no advantage by that, for the castle

was bravely defended ; and when they could not

succeed, they put provisions into the great

ancient annalists agree in tlieir accounts of the Firbolg having

arrived in Ireland many centuries previous to that period, and as

far hack as a thousand years hefore the Christian era.

The Tiiath De Danan colony, of whom an account has been

given in the notes on North and South Connaught, having con-

quered the Firboigs or Belgians, became possessors of the country

;

but the Daiians themselves were conquered by the Milesians, who
became masters of Ireland.

The Brignntcs.—In the Map of Ancient Ireland, by Ptolemy,

the Greek geographer in the second century, as given by \^are,

and according to various other geographers, the Brigantes are

placed as inhabiting the territories in Leinster and Munster now
forming the counties of Wexford, Waterford, Tipperary, Kilkenny,

Carlow, and Queen's county ; and according to the old English

geographers, Richard of Cirencester and Camden, these Brigantes

fled for refuge, in the first century, from the north of England, or

Yorkshire, to Ireland, from the Romans, on their invasion of Bri-

tain ; but though some of these British Brigantes might have fled

to Ireland at that period, their arrival in Ireland was many centu-

ries before that time, according to our ancient annalists. The Irish

Brigantes, according to our old writers, originally came from

Brigantia, in Spain, and were of the same stock as tlie Milesians
;

or rather, a hrancli of tliat colony, being the descendants of Breo-

gain, grandfather of Milesiiis. This Breogain was king of Spain,

and a celebrated warrior, and his sons came as commanders in the

Milesian expedition to Ireland along with Heber, Heremon, and

the other sons of Milesius, and the posterity of Breogain got

the name of Chinna Breognln, signifying the descendants ofBreo-

gain, and Latinized Brigantes. The Clanna Breogain are men-
tioned by diti'erent writers under the name of Ithinns, as descend-

ants of ith, tlie son of Breogain, and are also called Liujadii, or

Liignd'iims, from Lugaidh, the son of Ith. An account of the

chief families of the Cianna Breogain, or Ithians, has been given in

the notes on Thomond and Desmond. According to our old

writers, great numbers of the Tuatli de Danan, Firbolg, Clanna

Breogain, and Picts, were expelled from Ireland by the Milesians

in the early ages, and settled in various parts of Britain. The

British Brigantes possessed the northern parts of England, now the

counties of York, Lancaster, Cumberland, ^\estmoreland, and

Durham, and were celebrated for their valour and resistance to tlie

Romans. The origin of the Brigantes of Ireland and Britain,

like that of many other ancient people, has puzzled antiquaries
;

some of whom are of opinion that the Brigantes came from Spain,

and were of Phonician origin ; but the learned Baxter, in his Glos-

sary of British Antiquities, considers that the Brigantes came ori-

ginally from Plir\gia and Armenia, and passed into Thrace anil

otlier parts of Europe, which seeuis partly to coincide with the old

Irish writers, according to whose accounts the Milesians and Clan-

na Breogain of Spain were of Scythian origin, and came from those

parts on the borders of Europe and Asia, between the Euxine and

castle, and burned the church of Cuil Siline on

that occasion.

Lasarina, daughter of Cathal, son ofHugh Bref-

nach (O'Conor), the wife of Malachy, son of

Flaherty O'Rom-ke, died.

A peace was concluded by the Clan Donogh
(O'Conors) with each other, as long as Mac
Donogh O'Conor should continue their lord.

Donal, son of Malachy, the son of Maurice Mac
Donogh, died at his own house.

A great war arose between the son of O'Neill of

Claneboy and the Albanaigh (Scots), and the

English of Ulidia (county of Down), and of the

Routes (in the county of Antrim).

Caspian seas. The Brigantes, both of Ireland and Britain, being

Celts, or Celto-Scythians, spoke a dialect of the Celtic language.

The Picts, called by the Irish writers Cruithiiidh, or Cruithne,

which signifies painted men, are stated in the Psalter of Cashel,

according to Keating and others, to have come to Ireland from

Thrace, in the reign of Heremon, nearly a thousand years before

the Christian era, and to have landed at Inverslainge, now the bay

of Wexford, under two chief commanders, Gud and Cathluan
j

but not being permitted to settle in Ireland, they sailed to North

Britain, and took possession of the country afterwards called Ca-

ledonia by the Romans, now Scotland, over which the Pictish

kings ruled for many centuries, till conquered by the Milesian co-

lonies from Ireland under Cairhre Riada and his successors, from

the third to the seventh centuries, and from these colonies were
descended the Scottish kings, and the house of Stuart. A colony

of the Picts from North Britain settled in Ulster in early times,

chiefly in that part called Dalaradia, in the counties of Down and

Antrim, where they resided many centuries under their own
princes and chiefs, mixed by intermarriages with the old Milesian

tribes of the race of Ir, called Irians, or Clanna Rory. Tlie vene-

rable Bede states that the Picts came to Ireland from Scythiaand

Pinkerton, and others are of a similar opinion, that they were

Goths or ScandinaA'ians, of Scythian origin, and that their language

was a dialect of the Teutonic. The Picts also, according to our

Irish annalists, in their progress to Ireland, settled a colony in

Gaul, in the country called from them Pictavia, or the province of

Poitou, and from them are descended the Vendeans of France.

The Picts of Britain are celebrated in history in their wars with

the Romans.
The Me/inpinns, of whom an account has been given in the

notes on Ormond and Desies, are placed on Ptolemy's Map of An-
cient Ireland in Ware, under the name of Menapii, as inhabitants

in the second century of the territories now forming the counties

of Waterford and Wexford. These Menapians, according to Cam-
den and other antiquaries, were a colony of the Menapii from Bel-

gic Gaul. The city of Jlenapia, on the map of Ptolemy, is consi-

dered to have been the place afterwards called ^Aexford ; or

probably, as stated in Eraser's Survey of Wexford, Menapia was
the ancient city of Ferns. The celebrated Carausius, a Menapian,

who in the third century became Roman emperor of Britain, is

considered by Usher, Ware, Camden, and other antiquaries to

have been a native of the city of Menapia in Ireland, as the Roman
writers state that he was a citizen of Menapia. He was trained

up from his youth to naval expeditions, and was a man of extraor-

dinary military abilities and bravery ; he entered into the Roman
army in Britain in the reicn of the Roman emperors Diocletian and

Maximian, and was appointed commander-in-chief of their fleets

in the northern seas, to bring under subjection the Franks, Saxons,

and Scandinavians, who attacked the Roman settlements in Gaul

and Britain. Carausius having conquered these pirates, he at-
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UGH O'Fla-

nagan, prior of

Lisgoole (Fer-

managh), died.

John Mac
Cormac, bish-

op of Raphoe,

died.

A great con-

test arose be-

tween O'Neill,

that is, Donal,

the son ofHen-

ry Aimhreidh,

and Owen, son

of Niall Oge, presumptive prince of T}Tone
;

Owen went to solicit the friendship of O'Donnell,

tained such p;reat power and popularity, that in A. D. 288, he as-

sumed the Purple, and declared himself Roman emperor in Britain,

and having defeated the forces of the emperor JIaximian in several

naval engagements, Maxiniian was compelled to acknowledge him
as Lis associate in the empire, and there are still extant several

coins of Carausius, as Roman emperor of Britain. After a reign of

about ten years, Carausius, whose power became obnoxious to the

Roman emperors, was slain through their influence by Alectus,

who became chief commander in Britain.

The Gaulish colony In Leinsier.—As already shewn in the

preceding part of tliis article, an Irish prince named Labhra
Loingseach, in the third century before the Christian era, being
banished into Gaul, came from thence to Ireland, with a force of

two thousand two hundred Gaulish auxiliaries, and landed at the

bay now called Wexford. This place, as stated in Charles

O'Conor's Dissertations, was called Loch Garmnn^ a name which
was afterwards applied to the whole of the territory now form-
ing the county of Wexford, from this colony, who settled there,

and were called Garmans, as having come from the northern parts

ofCiermany, adjoining Gaul, and are considered by O'Conor to

have been the same people as the Menapians.
The Cnuc'uins.—A tribe or colony called Cauci, are placed on

Ptolemy's Map of Ireland, in the territories now forming the

counties of Wicklow and Kildare, and considered by Ware and

others to have been a colony of Belgians or Germans, the same as

the Chauci of Northern Germany.
The IJnnlsh colonies in Lebister.—The Danes being, in the

ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries, in possession of Dublin, and
various parts of Wexford and Wicklow, many of the inhabitants

of those counties are of Danish descent.

The Anglo-Saxon colony in Wexford.—The English soldiers

who came over with Strongbow, Hervey de Monte Marisco and

others, in the reign of Henry II., as allies of Dermod Mac Mur-
rogh, king of Leinster, got possession of the baronies of Forth

and Bargie, where their descendants remain to this day, un-

mixed with the natives, and speak their ancient language, a dia-

lect of the Anglo-Saxon, of which specimens are given in Val-

iancy, and in Fraser's Survey of W'exford.

that is, Torlogh, and entered into amicable ar-

rangements witli him, after which Owen mustered

a very great force to march into Tyrone, and

being joiired by Bryan Mac Mahon, lord of Orgiall

(Monaghan), and Thomas Mac Guire, lord of

Fermanagh, they assembled at one place to meet

Torlogh (O'Donnell), and they all then proceeded

into Tyrone, plundered the entire of the countrj^,

and expelled O'Neill in disgrace from Tyrone

;

they then made excursions among the English

beyond the Bann, and plundered the son of O'Neill

of Claneboy, in the Glynes (in Antrim)

.

Bryan O'Conor marched a very great force of

the men of North Connaught, with many of the

English, at the request and invitation of O'Neill,

and they spoiled the entire of Tir Hugh (in Done-

gal) from Ath-na-nGall, as far as Ballyshannon,

including hay, corn, and dwellings, and burned

Murbhach, the fortress of O'Donnell, during the

time that O'Donnell was with his forces in Tyrone,

after which Bryan, the son of Donal (O'Conor),

the son of Murtogh, and his men returned to their

homes.

Ancient history of Leinster.—Our old annalists state that the

Milesians having attempted to land at Inver Slaney, or the Haven

of Wexford, the Tuath De Danans assembled their tbrces and

prevented them ; but after the Danans were conquered, Heremon,_

the first Milesian monarch of Ireland, bestowed the kingdom of

Leinster on Criomthau Sciathbel, a Firbolg prince, as a reward

for the assistance given to the Milesians by the Firbolg against

the Danans. Heremon erected a fortress, or royal residence, at

Airgiod Ros, called also Rath Beathaidh, on the banks of the

river Feoir, in Ossory, now the IVore, in the county of Kilkenny
;

and he died at Rath Beathaidh, and was buried there;

tliis place is still known as Rathbeagh, and situated within five

miles of Kilkenny. The Milesians of the race of Heremon after-

wards ruled as kings of Leinster, and many princes of the llere-

monians of Leinster also became monarchs of Ireland. Sedna, of

the race of Heremon, was king of Leinster about five centuries be-

fore the Christian era, and is said to hare founded a royal city at

Rath Mine, supposed to be Rathmines, near Dublin. Ugaine

Mor, or Hugony Ibe Great, a celebrated monarch of Ireland,

about three centuries before the Christian era, was of the Here-

monians of Leinster, and from his posterity sprung the chief fami-

lies of that province. Labhra Loingseach, already mentioned m
the former part of this article, and Fergus Fortamhud, or Fergus

the Strong, so called from his exceeding great strength of body,

and the grandson of Fergus, called Criomthau Cosgrach, or Crim-

than the Victorious, who is styled champion of the Heremonians of

Leinster, were all monarchs of Ireland, in the third and second

centuries before the Christian era. A short time before the

Christian era, Eochaidh Feidhlioch, monarch of Ireland, of the

race of Heremon, on dividing Ireland into five provinces, appointed

a prince of bis own race, named Rossa Ruadli, or Ross the Red,

as king of Leinster ; this Ross was married to Magach, a princess

of the Firbolg race, Ijy whom he had a son, called Cairbre Nia-

fear, or Carbre the Warrior, who became king of Leinster; and

it is'stated that the Firbolg or Belgians had extensive tracts of

land under him as tenants, but that he exacted such excessive

rents from them that they were forced to give up their farms

and remove into Connaught, where they obtained lands from
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Hugh Buidhe O'Rourke, who was lord of Bref-

ney for the space of one year and a half, died, and

Oilinll and Meva, then kin? and rjiieen of that province. This
Cairhre Niafear was married to Feidhlimia, daughter of Concovar
Mac Ncasa, the celebrated liing of Ulster. Finn, the poet, ano-
ther son of Ross the Red, became progenitor of the kings of
Leinster ; and his descendants, Cu-corb, or the hero of the chariot

;

Mogh-corh, or the chief of the chariot, and Nia-corh, or the
warrior of the chariot, were all kings of Leinster in the fii'st

century
; and Messincorb, or the courageous chief of the chariot,

a prince of the same race, whose descendants were called Dal-
Messincorb, founded the powerful family of Mcssincorbians, whch
produced several eminent men, mentioned by O'Flaherty and
others, and had a large territory in the now county of Wexford

;

and Messincorb had a grandson called Garcon, whose descendants
possessed an extensive territory along the coast, in the present
counties of Wexford and Wicklow, called Hy-Garchon ; and this

district is remarkal)le in ancient history, as connected with the
mission of Palladius, and of St. Patrick, in Ireland, whose pro-
gress was opposed by Nathi, a Pagan prince of Hy-Garchon, of
which an account may be seen in Lanigan's Ecclesiastical His-
tory.

The Lehister Tributes.—In tlie second century, Eochy Ain-
cheann, king of Leinster, was married to a daughter of Tuathal
Teachtniar, the celebrated monarch of Ireland, and having caused
the death of his queen, and of her sister, by his cruel treatment,
the indignant monarch, Tuathal, invaded Leinster, and brought
Eochy under subjection, and levied on the province an eraic or
fine, to be paid every second year to the succeeding monarchs of
Ireland, consisting of three thousand cows, three thousand sheep,
three thousand hogs, three thousand copper cauldrons, three
thousand mantles, and three thousaTid ounces of silver. This fine

was called Borolmhe Laiyhean, signifying tiie trih\ite of Lein-
ster, and is mentioned by various writers, under the name of the
Boromean, or Boarian tribute, as the word Boroimhe signifies a
tribute of cattle. This tribute was seldom paid voluntarily, but
enforced by the monarchs, at the head of powerful armies, and
in its exaction were fought many of the bloodiest battles recorded
in Ijish history. It was continued during the reigns of forty
monarchs, for a period of more than five hundred years, namely,
from the second to nearly the eighth century, when it was abo-
lished tiirough the influence of St. Moling, bishop of Ferns, A. D.
675, in the reign of Fionaclita, tnonarch of Ireland, though an
attempt at its recovery was made, A. D. 722, by Feargal, a
succeeding monarch.

The Tribute of Eidirsceol.—A short time before the Christian
era, Eidirsceol, of the race of the Clanna Deaga of Munster, a
branch of the Heremonians of Ulster, was monarch of Ireland,
and having Iieeu killed by the people of Leinster, Conaire Mor,
or Conary the Great, his son, who succeeded as monarch of Ire-
land, levied as a punishment for the death of his father, on the pro-
vince of Leinster, a tribute called Eiric-ui- Eiilirsceoil, or the
Fine ofEdirsceol, to be paid annually every 1st of November,
and consisting of 300 cows, 300 steeds, 300 gold-handled swords,
and 300 purple cloaks. Tliis tribute was sometimes paid to the
nicmarchs of Ireland, and sometimes to the kings of Munster, and
its levying led to many fierce battles for a long period.

The Tribute of Brian Boru.— In the wars of Brian Boru, in

the tenth century, the Danes were assisted by the people of Lein-
ster, but Brian having reduced both to subjection, levied as a
punishment on the Lagenians a yearly tribute, the same as the
old fine of Edirsceol, consisting of 300 cows, with brass yokes,
SOOsteeds, 300 gold-hilted swords, and 300 purple coloured cloaks,
independent of tlie annual tribute he received from Leinster as
monarch of Ireland, which consisted of 300 bullocks, 300 hogs,
and 300 loads of iron

; and from the people of Ossory CO beeves,
60 hogs, and (iO loads of iron: and he compelled the Danes of
Limerick to deliver him yearly 360 pipes of red wine, and levied
160 pipes of wine on the Danes of Dublin.
The Will of Cnhir ^Vore.—Catliaoir More, or Cahir the Great

of the Ileremoniaus of Leinster, was kuig of Leinster, and after-

Teige O'Rourke was elected his successor by the

O'Rourkes from Slieve-an-Iarain westward, while

wards monarch of Ireland, in the second century; he died A.D.
177, and divided his great possessions amongst his thirty sons.

His will, a very curious and interesting document, is given by
O'Halloran and other historians from the Book of Leacan, and
there is also a copy of it in the Book of Ballymote. To his eldest

and favourite son, Rossa Failge, or Rossa of the Rings, he be-

queathed the sovereignty of the kingdom of Leinster, together with

10 swords and 10 shields, ornamented with gold and silver, and 10
golden cups ; to his second son, DaireBarach,he bequeathed the ter-

ritory of Tuath Laighean, considered to be part of the counties of

Wicklow and Dublin,and dominion over the Gaileangas or Galenians,

who were descendants oftheFirbolg, and he also left him 150 spears,

50 shields, and 50 swords, all of exquisite workmanship, and orna-

mented with gold and silver, together with 7 military standards,

and 50 rings of pure gold ; to his third son, Breasal, he left seven
ships, 5 four-horsed chariots, 50 shields embossed with gold and
silver, and 5 golden-hiUed swords, together with the lands on the

banks of the river Amergin,and dominion over the inhabitants—(the
river .\mergin is supposed to be the .\vonmore, or Ovoca, in Wick-
low) ; to his fourth son, Cetach, he left lands j to hisson Oilioll he
left his backgammon-tables ; to Crimthan he left .50 playing-balls

of brass, with brass maces, 10 backgammim-tables, and two chess-

boards, all of beautiful workmanship ; to his youngest son, Fiacha
Baiccada, he left the territory of Lough Garman, now the county
of Wexford, also 50 large vessels made of red yew, 50 drinking-

cups or methers, and 50 piebald steeds, with bridles and brass

bits; to his nephew*, Tuathal Tigeach, he gave 10 chariots, with
horses and harness, together with 30 shields and 50 swords, orna-

mented with gold and silver, 5 pair of backgammon-tables, and 5
chess-boards; to Moghcorb lt)0 black and white cows, with their

calves coupled in jiairs, with brazen yokes, 100 shields, 100 swords,
100 red javelins, .50 saffron-coloured cloaks, with 100 gold pins for

cloaks, 100 horses of different colours, 50 chariots, 50 trumpets,
50 standards, 100 costly goblets, 100 chess and backgammon ta-

bles, 50 large vats made of yew, and 50 copper cauldrons ; and to the

prince of Leis (or Leix, in the Queen's county), he left 100 cows,
100 shields, 100 swords, 100 spears, and 7 spotted standards. As
to the golden ornaments, swords, shields, ^c. mentioned in this

will, it appears that such articles were in great abundance in Ire-

laud in the early ages, as sufficiently demonstrated by the fact,

that in various parts of the country have been found, in bogs, ram-
parts, and ancient fortresses, golden crowns, worn by ancient kings
and queens, torques, or golden collars, golden gorgets and brace-
lets, crescents, large hollow golden balls, fibulte, breast-pins or

brooches, golden-hilted swords, golden goblets, and a variety of

other ornaments, the uses of which are unknown at the present
day ; some of these articles were from half a pound to two pounds
weight, and many of them are still to be seen in museums and private

collections, but vast quantities of these interesting antiquities have
been barbarously sold to goldsmiths, and melted down, though such
valuable si)ecimens ofancient art should be most carefully preserved.

The Cahirians, or posterity of Cahir More, formed the [irincipal

families in Leinster. From his son, Rossa Failge, were descended
the O'Conors Failge, called O'Conors Faily, princes of Hy Failge,

or Otfaley, which comprised a great part ofthe King's county, with
part of the Queen's county and Kildare ; the O'Derapseys, lords of
Clan Muliere; the O'Dunns; the O'Regans, Mac Colgans, O'Har-
tys, and some other chiefs in the King's and Queen's counties, and
Kiidare. From Fiacha Baiceada, his youngestson, were descended
tiie Mac Alurroughs, kings of Leinster; the O'Cavenaghs,
O'Byrnes, O'Tooles, O'Murphys, U'Mulrians or O'Ryans, the
O'Kinsellaghs, O'DufTys, O'DowIings, O'Cormacs, O'Muldoons,
and other chiefs, in \\'exford, Wicklow, Carlow, and other partsof
Leinster. From Daire Barrach, another son of Cahir More, were
descended the O'Gormans, O'Mullens, O'Mooneys, &c. The other

chief families of Leinster of the Heremonians, descended from the

same stock as tlie ancestors of Cahir More, were the Mac Gillpa-

tricks, or Fitzpatricks, princes of Ossory ; the O'Dwyers, chiefs in

Tipperary; the O'Nolans, chiefs in Carlow ; the O'Brenans, chiefu
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Art, son of Teige, the son of Ualgarg (O'Rourke),

was chosen in opposition to him, from Slieve-an-

in Kilkenny, &c. Of the Irian race, or Clanna Rory of Ulster,

some powerful families were settled in Leinster, as the O'Moores,
princes of Leix in the Queen's county ; the O'Lawlors, &c. An
account of all the above-named chiefs and clans, and others of
Leinster, will be given in the course of this article, and in subse-
quent notes.

The monarch Tuathal, in the second century, having conquered
and beheaded Euchy Aincheann, king of Leinster, of whom an ac-
eount has been given above, appointed as king of that pro\ Lnce his

brother Eric, a prince of Damnonian or Firbolg descent.

Battle of Maistean.— In the time of the monarch Con of the
Hundred Battles, in the second century, Eochy, son of Erie, the
Damnonian king of Leinster, according to U'Flaherty, having re-

fused to pay the Leinster tribute. Con marched a powerful army
to enforce its payment, but was defeated in a great battle at

Maistean, now the Rath of MuUaghmast in Kildare, in wliich

several thousands were slain, and Eochy, king of Leinster, led his

victorious forces to the palace of Tara, of which he held posses-

sion for four years.

Battle of Cimcha.—Con of the Hundred Battles having ap-
pointed Criomthan, the son of Niacorb, as king of Leinster, Criom-
than endeavoured to exclude from power the posterity of Ca-
hir More. At this time Curahal, a celebrated chief, and father

of the renowned Fenian hero Fionn Mac Cumhail, was commander
of the Leinster warriors named C/aH«a iJaoi.<(/«e, who were so

called from Baoisgne, the grandfather of Cumhal, and having
formed the project of dethroning the monarch Con, and restoring

the race of Cahir More, he assembled his forces, and in conjunc-
tion with the Heberians of Monster, headed by their heroic king
Eogan More, he marched to oppose Con. The monarch Con hav-
ing collected all his forces, the two powerful armies, about A. D.
190, fought a terrific battle at Cnucha, in Moy LiiFey, according
to the Book of Ballyuiote, in which many thousands were slain on
both sides, but the victory was at length won by the troops of the

monarch Con, chiefly through the valour of the celebrated warrior

Goll, the son of Morna, a champion of Damnonian or Firbolg

descent, who commanded the Connaught forces, and slew the heroic

Cumhal in single combat. This battle was fought, as above stated,

at Magh Liffe, or the Plain of the Liffey, at a place called Cnucha
or Knock, which signifies a hill, and is considered to be the place

now called Castleknock, near Dublin.

Battle of CnamhTois.— About A. D. 290, Cairhre Liffeachair,

or Carbry of the Liffey, so called from having been brought up near
that river, monarch of Ireland, in order to enforce the Leinster

tribute, invaded that province, but his forces were defeated by the
Lagenians, in a great battle fought at Cnamhrois in Leinster,

in which nine thousand of the monarch's troops, together with
three of his sons, were slain.

Eana Cinsealach, a warlike prince, a descendant ofCahir More,
became king of Leinster about the middle of the fourth century

;

and it is stated that he and his allies, the Munster troops, under
their king, Lughaidh Lamhdearg, of the race of the Dalcassians,

defeated in fifteen great battles the forces of Eochy Muighmeo-
don, monarch of Ireland, who had repeatedly invaded Leinster,

attempting to recover the Boarian tribute ; and in one of these bat-

tles the monarch Eochy was slain. Eochy, son of Eana Cinsealach,

is said to have been the first Christian king of Leinster, in the be-
ginning of the fifth century. This prince, being very valiant and
ambitious, aspired to the monarchy of Ireland, and even fi.xed his

residence for a short time at the royal palace of Tara, in opposition

to Niall of the Nine Hostages, who was then monarch of Ireland,

but being reprimanded by the Arch-Druid of Tara for his unwar-
rantable conduct in attempting to usurp the throne, he relinquished

his pretensions and retired from Tara. Eochy having afterwards

slain the son of Laidghan, who was the favourite Druid of Niall,

the monarch invaded Leinster, and defeated the forces of the pro-

vince, and having demanded Eochy to be delivered into his hands,
he caused him to be chained to a great stone, and the Druid whose
son he had slain being resolved to put him to death, sent nine sol-

diers for that purpose ; but Eochy, who was a man of immense

larain eastward, by the O'Reillys, the people of

TuUoghonoho (Mac Tiarnans), and the tribe

strength, seeing them advance, made a prodigious effort, and hav-
ing broken his chain, set upon the assassins, most of vN-hom he
slew, and made his escape; having fled to North Britain, he after-

wards followed the monarch Niall, who had made a military expe-
dition into Gaul, and watching an opportunity, he discharged a
poisoned arrow at the king, and slew him while reclining unawares
on the banks of the Loire, and thus fell the celebrated monarch
Niall of the Hostages. The great pillar-stone to which Eochy was
chained remains to this day, as stated by Keating and others, a
short distance south of TuUyophelim, or TuUow, on the west side

of the river Slaney, in the county ofCarlow, and is called Cloch-
on-Phoill, signifying the stone with the hole. According to the
ancient Irish MS. called the Book of Leinster, which is contained

in the Books of Leacan and Ballymote, these perforated stones

were originally erected for the purpose ofpunishing criminals, who
were bound to them by chains. There are several of these perfo-

rated pillar-stones, called hole-stones, still remaining in various

parts of Ireland, amongst others, one at Doagh, in the county of

Antrim, another in the church-yard of Castledermot, in Kildare,

and one near the church of Kilnielchedar, in Kerry.
Battle ofAthailara.— .\.D. 457, Laoghaire, monarch of Ireland,

son of Niall of the Hostages, having invaded Leinster with a
powerful army to levy the Boarian tribute, was defeated by the

Leinster forces under Criomthan, king of Leinster, son of Eana
Cinsealach, in a great battle at Atha Dara, orthe Ford of the Oaks,
either on the river Barrow, or LiiFey, in the county of Kildare, in

which many thousands of the troops of Laoghaire were slain, and
he himself taken prisoner, but he was liberated on solemnly swearing
by the Sun, Moon, and Wind, which were the three chief deities of

the Druids, that he would never again attem])t to recover the Lein-

ster tribute ; it is however recorded, that Laoghaire having violated

his oaths, was, as a punishment for his perjury, struck dead by
lightning, A.D. 462, at a place called Greallach Dabhuill, near the

river Liffey. A.D. 470, Fraoch, king of Leinster, was slain in a
great battle fought at Granard, in the present county of Longford,

of which an account is given in the Annals of the Four Masters; at

Granard is a large moat, the sepulchral mound of some ancient

king or warrior.

Battle of Cell Osnailh.—In the reign of Lughaidh, monarch of

Ireland, a great battle was fought at Cell Osnadh, or Moy Fea,

about four miles eastward of Leighlin, in the county ofCarlow, be-

tween the armies of Leinster and Munster, the Leinster forces

being commanded by Murtogh, son of Earca, loUan, son of Dun-
laing, king of Leinster,and Eochy Guineach, or Eochy the wounder,

and the men of Munster by their king Aongus, the son of

Natfraoich ; in which, after many thousands were killed on both

sides, the Munster forces were defeated, and Aongus himself, to-

gether with Eithne his queen, were slain. A further accoimt of

this battle is given in the Four Masters.

Battle of Bealach Duin or Dun Bolg.—Brandubh, or the

Black Raven, so called from the colour of his hair, a descendant

of Cahir More, became king of Leinster in the latter end of

the sixth century ; he is celebrated as having granted to

St. .Maidoc, Moeg, or .-ledan, the territory about Ferns, where

that saint founded the cathedral and see of Ferns. In the

time of Brandubh, Aodh, monarch of Ireland, son of Ainmircach,

marched a powerful army into Leinster, for the recovery of the

Boarian tribute, but was defeated by the Leinster forces under

Brandubh, in a great battle at Bealach Duin, or Dun Bolg, in Hy
Kinsellagh, fought A.D. 594, in which many thousands of the

royal troops, together with the monarch Hugh himself, were slain.

Tliis battle appears to have been fought in some part of Wex-
ford or Wicklow, near the sea shore ; the place called Dun-Bolg,

signifies the fortress of the Firbolg or Belgians, and in a verse

quoted from an ancient poet, by the Four Masters, it is stated

that " the wave which the tempest carries against the shore, in-

dicates the sepulchre where lies the arrow by which Hugh, the

son of Ainmireach, was slain."

Battle of Ahnaine.— Fergal, monarch of Ireland, inthehegin-

ing of the eighth century, having collected all the forces of Leath
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of Malachy Mac Rannall, in consequence of which

the entii'c of the Gairbh-thrian of Connaught' was

put into commotion.

Cathal, son of Hugh Mac Guire, a worthy heir

Cuinn, or Meath, Ulster, and Connaufcht, amounting to twenty-
one thousand men, marcbed into Leinsterto enforce payment of tlae

Boarian tribute, and Donosb, tbe son ofMurrogh, liing of Lein-

ster, and Hugli, son of Colgan, lieir presumptive to tbe crown of

that province, liaving assembled tbe Leinster forces, a tremen-

dous battle was fougbt between tbem at Alrabuin, in which tbe

monarch's army was defeated, and Fergal himself, together with

one hundred and sixty chosen cliiefs fell, and seven thousand

soldiers on both sides were slain. This battle, under the name of

Cath Almhaine, is celebrated in Irish history, and was fought at

the Hill of Allen, in Kihiare, according to O'Flaberty's Ogygia,

on the 11 th of December, A. D. 722, and an account of the va-

rious chiefs slain in this battle is given in the Four Masters, who
quote a passage from an ancient poet, which states that *' Donogh,
the son ofMurrogh the noble, and Hugh, the son of Colgan of

the red sword, slew Fergal the claimer of tributes, in the famous
battle of Almaine."

Battle of Ath Sennith or Uchbndh.—Aodh Ollan, monarch
of Ireland, having collected the forces of Meath, Ulster, and
Connaught, marched into Leinster, and Aodh, the son of Colgan,

king of Leinster, led the forces of that province to oppose them,
and a furious battle was fought between them, in which the army
of Leinster was totally defeated, and nine thousand of them slain,

together with their king, Hugh, the son of Colgan, who was
killed in single combat by the monarch, Hugh Ollan. Amongst
the princes slain in the Leinster army are mentioned Hugh, the

son of Congalach, king of Hy Kinseliagh, and Brann, the son

of Murrogh, king presumptive of Leinster, with many other

princes and chiefs. Tbe Four Masters state that heroes were
slain, bodies decapitated, and tbe Lagenians overwhelmed,
scattered, and destroyed in this direful battle, and that only a few
persons fled from it to tell the tale ; and in a verse quoted by
them from an ancient poet, it is said that " from the fierce battle

of Uchba, in which Fenians or heroes were destroyed, there had
not been before such a clang of white arrows by the men of Lein-

ster, in Ireland ;" and in a verse on this battle, by the monarch,
Hugh Ollan himself, it is said "the great Hugh was in that

battle, the king was there in his ire, tlie great Shannon mourned
that fight near the church of Kiaran of Clonniacnois." It appears

by the above passage, that this battle was fought at a ford on the

Shannon, near Clonniacnois, and was probably the place now
known as Shannon Bridge. The battle of Ath Senaith, or Uchba,
was fought, according to the Four iMasters, A. D. 733, but ac-

cording to the Annals of Tigearnach, quoted in O'Flaherty's

Ogvaia, (vol. II., p. 37fi), it was fought on a Wednesday, the 14th
ofSeptember, A.D.738.

Battle of Rath Beathach.—In the reign of Donal, son of

Murrogh, monarch of Ireland, A.D. 749, the Picts of Ulster,

with a powerful force, invaded Leinster, but were defeated by the

troops of that province, in a great battle fought at Rath Beath-
ach, in Ossory, now Rathbeagh, near Kilkenny, in which Ca-
thasach, their general, son of OilioU, king of the Picts, together

with an immense number of his men, were slain.

Battle of Beallach Miighna, or Motj Ailbe, fought A. D. 008,
at Ballymoon, or Ballaghmoon, on the borders of Carlow and
Kildare, in which the Munster forces, under Cormac Mac Culle-

nan, archbishop of Casbel, and king of Munster, were defeated,

and six thousand of them slain, together with Cormac Mac Culle-

nan himself, by the army of the monarch Flann Sionna, has been
described in the note on Ormond.

In the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries, are recorded re-

peated ravages of tbe Danes in Wexford, Wicklow, and Carlow,
and destruction of abbeys, churches, ,^c., as those of Ferns, Glen-
dabmgh, Leighlin, and other places.

Battle of Glen-Mama.—The people of Leinster refusing to pay
the tribute imposed on them by Brian Boru, confederated with

to the lordship of Fermanagh, the most distin-

guished man of his time, in his own country, for

noble deeds, died.

Peregrine, son of Niall O'MuUoy, died.

the Danes of Dublin, and their combined forces, under Harold,

the son of Aulaf, and Coilen, son of Etigen, with the nobles of

Dublin, and the men of Leinster, under their king Maolmordba,
fought a great battle at Glenn Mama, with the troops of Munster,

under Brian Boru, and his son Murrogh, aided by Malachy,
monarch of Ireland, with the men of Meath. The Danish forces,

and their Lagenian allies, were totally defeated, and five thou-

sand of them, according to some accounts, and according to Mac
Cicoghegan, six thousand were slain, together with Harold, the

sonof Anlaf, Coilen, the son of Etigen, and many other chiefs.

The Four Masters quote the following passage from an ancient

poet, on this battle :
" they came to the valley of Mama, and hav-

ing no water convenient, they were forced to drink of the unhealthy

pools, and fought with stones towards the end of the battle ; the

victory was gained triumphantly by the kings, as far as the

northern woods, and they burned Dublin the beautiful, after laying

waste tbe plain of Leinster." Tliis battle was fought A. D. 0111), or

according to the Four Masters, 008, at Glen Mama, a valley near

Dunlavin, on the borders of Wicklow and Dublin. After the vic-

tory Brian and Malachy came to Dublin, where they remained a

week, and took from tbe Danes great quantities of gold and silver,

with many captives, burned the fortress and expelled Sitrie, son

of Aulaf, king of the foreigners. In the same year Donal, son of

Donal Claon, king of Leinster, was taken prisoner by Sitrie, and

the Danes of Dublin ; and A.D. 1018, Brann, son of Mulmora,
king of Leinster, was taken prisoner by the Danes of Dublin, who
pulled out his eyes, of which punishment he died.

Battle of Dclgany or Delgene, called also Derge Mogoroc, in

Hy Briuin Cualann, now Delgany, in the county of Wicklow, was
fought, according to the Four Masters, A.D. 1021, between the

Danish forces of Dublin, commanded by their king Sitrie, and the

men of Leinster, under ITghaire, son of Dunlainir, king of that

province (to avenge the death of Brann, king of Leinster, who had
been killed by the Danes), in which the Danish forces were de-

feated with great slaughter ; and according to Mac Geoghegan,
six thousand of them slain. Mulmora Mac Murrogh was king of

Leinster in the latter end of the tenth, and beginning of the

elevenlh century, and was conspicuous in those times for having

assisted the Danes at the battles of Glen Mama and Clontarf, in

the latter of which he was slain; from his father JIurrogli, the

family took the name of Mac Murrogh. Dermod, suruamed .Maol-

na-raBo, of the same family, became king of Leinster about A.D.
1030 ; he was married to a daughter of Donogh O'Brien, king of

Munster, and being a very warlike prince, and having reduced to

subjection the people of Munster, Connaught, and Meath, and

compelled them to give him hostages and tribute, he was for some
years acknowledged as monarch of Ireland ; and it is slated by
O'Halloran and others, that he made the people of Wales and the

Hebrides his tributaries ; an account of his various battles is given

in Mac Geoghegan. Having defeated the Danes of Dublin, he

became king over them, but after many years of power as chief

king of Ireland, Dermod having entered into a contest with Conor

O'Melaghlin, king of Meath, his forces were defeated hy the men
of Meath with great slaughter, and he himself slain in a fierce

battle fought at Odhbha, in Meath, according to O'Flaherty's

Ogygia, on Tuesday, the 7th of February, A. D. 1072. Dermod
Mac Maol-na-mBo, is praised as an excellent prince by many
writers, and Caradoc of Lancarvan, in his Welsh Chronicle, says

he was one of the best and worthiest princes that ever reigned in

Ireland—" Dermitium optimum et dignissimum principem qui

unquam in Hibernia regnavit." Murrogh Mac Murrogh became
king of Leinster, and assumed great authority over the Danes of

Dublin ; hut in a conference held with tbem in that city, about

A. D. 11.50, Murrogh was assassinated, and his body ignominiously

buried along with that of a dog, as stated in Hanmer's Chronicle.

Dermod Mac Murrogh, his son, is notorious in Irish history for
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Ferceart, the son of Iliggin, the son of Gillana-

neev O'Higgin, the chiefof the race of Gillananeev

O'Higgin, died.

his abduction of the wife ofTiarnanO'Rourlic, prince of Brefney and

his invitation of the English to Ireland as allies under Strongbow

and his followers, for the recovery of his kingdom of Leinster, from

which he had been expelled by king Roderick O'Conor ; he is called

hy the Irisli writers Diarmiiid-na-nGnll, that is Dermod of the

Foreigners, from his having brought over the English, and he gave

Eva ills daughter, by his wife, the daughter ofO'Moore, prince

of Leix, in marriage to Strongbow, at W'aterlbrd, A. D. 1171,

and conferred on him the title of heir presuuipttve to the hinc/doin

ofLeinster. An account of Dermod Mac Murrogh and of Strong-

bow, has been given in notes in these Annals at the years 1171,

1176, and also in the notes on Orrnond and Desies. Donal Caomh-
anach, or Caveuagh, a son of Dermod Mac Murrogh, succeeded

partly to the inheritance of the kingdom of Leinster, and from

him some of his descendants took the name of Cavenagh, or Mac
Murrogh Cavenagh. The JIac Murroghs maintained their inde-

pendence, and held the title of kings of Leinster, with large pos-

sessions in Wexford and Carlow, down to the reign of Elizabeth,

and many celebrated and valiant chiefs of them are mentioned in

the course of these annals, who waged war with the English for

many centuries. Art Mac Murrogh Cavenagh, of whose exploits

in his contests with the English forces, under king Richard II.,

an account has been given in a note in these annals, at A. D. 1309,

was one of the most celebrated chiefs ; and Donal O'Cavenagh,

Burnamed Spainagh, or the Spaniard, was a famous leader in Lein-

ster, in the wars against Elizabeth. The ancient kings of Lein-

ster had fortresses, or royal residences, at Dinnrigh, near tlie

river Barrow, between Carlow and Leighlin, and at the Naas in

Kildare, and in after times had castles at the city of Ferns, in

Wexford, wliich was their capital, and also at Old-Ross, in

Wexford, and at Ballymoon, in Carlow. The Mac Murroghs

were inaugurated as kings of Leinster, at a place called Cnoc-an-

Bhogha, attended by O' Nolan, the king's marshal, chief of Forth, in

Carlow, by O'Doran, chief Brehon of Leinster, and by Mac Keogh,

his chief bard. The Mac Murroghs are thus designated in the

topographies ofO'Dugan and O'Heerm :

—

" Let US now proceed to Leinster,

An extensive land of wealthy warriors.

Of lasting fame are the mansions of the heroes,

Where lie the tombs of the valorous Gael.

" In the east I shall now enumerate

The generous chiefs of the province in due order,

A scion from whom no unkindness we'll receive,

With Mac Murrogh we take our abode.

" We give the lead from the chiefs of the Gael

To the princes of the elans of Cahir
;

Let us mention respectively in the eastern country

Each chief of them over his own territory.

" The high king of Naas, the tree of Brogha,

The lord of Leinster is Mac Murrogh,
The province he holds in his possession.

The Fenian hero charters all its lands."

The O'Cavenaghs in modern times became the representatives of

the Mac Murroghs, kings of Leinster, and there are several respect-

able families of the name in the counties of Carlow and Wexford,
the head of whom is O'Cavenagh of Borris, in Carlow. The
O'Cavenaghs held a territory called Hy Cavenagh, now the barony
of Idrone East, in Carlow.

The following accounts of the chiefs and clans of Wexford,
Wieklow, and Carlow, and the territories possessed by each, have

been collected from the topographies of O'Heerin, O'Dugan,
O'Brien, O'Halloran, and various other sources. It appears that

O'Dugan collected part of the topography of Leinster, but it was
chiefly compiled by O'Heerin, of whom an account has been al-

David, son of Tanaidhe O'Maolconry, died of a

plague at his own house atCoilhnhore-na-mBreath-

nach, after repentance and extreme unction, and

ready given in the notes on Tliomond and Desmond, and other

places. O'Heerin thusconnnences his topography :

—

" An addition of knowledge on sacred Erin,

He is not a good historian W'ho is not a sage,

A proper history from me, of the tribes,

And of the hosts from the flowing Boyne.

" Such as have been omitted by another

Of the nobles of Fola (Ireland) of the verdant plains.

Of all those tribes I shall treat,

From the hospitable mansion of each lord.

" This portion which was divided by Con
O'Dugan the fair and brown-haired;
Neglected the history of its men.
Which is not unbecoming to relate.

" It was not ignorance that caused him thus

Not to compose it from the first day

;

This task however he has left to me,
As he neglected the sons of Cahir.

" The portion of Con of the mirthftil heart.

He has composed from ancient records
;

He has mentioned all both east and west.

Each man entitled to property.

" Leath Moglia, the portion of Heber the Fair,

The two southern territories of Erin
;

Thus the plain of Leinster is mine.

And each brave man to tlie bay of Limerick.

" These two provinces of the lands of the Gael,

And the country of the clans of Caiiir
;

The hosts of various districts from land to sea,

We shall give to each their own territories.

" The southern part of fair Fola,

We mark by our journey from the fortress of Dublin,

Westward to Burren by a rising ridge.

This land whicli is so fairly divided."

I. O'Tuathail or O'Toole, chief of Hy Muireadhaigh, is thus men-
tioned by O'Heerin

:

" O'Toole of the fortress famous for mead.
Is chiefof the valiant tribe of Hy Murray,
As far as Almain of melodious music.

Of verdant, grassy, fertile plains."

Ily Murray was an extensive territory in the western part of

Wieklow, comprising the greater part of the present baronies of

Talbotstown and Shilelagh, in that county; and it appears from the

poem that the power of the O'Tooles extended as far as Almain,

now the hill of Allen, in the county of Kildare, thus containing a great

portion of the baronies of Naas, Kilcullen, Kilkea and Moone, and

Connell, in that county. The O'Tooles were in ancient times

styled princes of Imaile, which appears to have been a name ap-

plied to their territory, and is still retained in the Glen of Imaile,

in Wieklow, where they had their cliief residence ; and they also had

castles at Carnew, Castlekevin, Castledcrmot and other places. They
took their name from Tuathal, one of their princes in the tenth cen-

tury, and being one of the head families of Leinster, of the same race

as the Mac Murroghs, they were eligible to be kings ofthat province.

The celebrated St. Laurence O'Toole, archbishop of Dublin at the

time of the English invasion, was son of Murtogh O'Toole, prince

of Imaile, and many distinguished chiefsof the name are mentioned

in the course of these annals. They maintained their rank, and

held large possessions down to the Elizabethian and Cromwellian

wars, when their estates were confiscated ; several of them were

knighted at various periods, and Sir Charles O'Toole, an ofticer in
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was buried in the monastery ofJohn the Baptist, in

the town of Trim, and this David was the son of

the chief professor of Siol Murray (Roscommon).

Dermod Roe, the son of Torlogh Oge O'Conor,

died.

king James's army, is said to have been the person who killed the

Duke Scboniherg at tlie battle of the Boyne, and several of them
were distinguished officers in the Irish Brigades in the service of

Frauce and Spain. The O'Tiioles are still numerous in the coun-
ties of Wicklow, Dublin, and Kildare. II. O'Brain, O'Broin, or

O'Byrne, is thus mentioned by O'lleerin:

" Another exalted noble tribe,

Are the O'Byrnes, a clan fierce in pursuit."

The O'Byrnes took their name from Brann, one of their chiefs in

the tenth century, were powerful chiefs, and possessed an extensive

territory in the county of Wicklow, called Hy Briuin Ciialan, com-
prising the greater part of the barony of Ballinacor, which was
called O'Byrne's country, and also the Ranelagh ; hence they

were styled lords of Ranelagh, and had their chief castle at Balli-

nacor. The O'Tooles and O'Byrnes, at the liead of the Wicklow
clans, for a period of three hundred years, maintained an incessant

warfare with the English forces, whom they defeated in numerous
fierce engagements; many valiant chiefs of the O'Byrnes are men-
tioned in those times, particularly Pheagh Mac Hugh O'Byrne,
who was a famous leader in the wars against Elizabeth. It appears

from Cambrensis Eversus, that the O'Byrnes were nominated chiefs

by the Mac Keoghs, at a place called Dun Caillighe Beirre. The
O'Byrnes are still numerous in Wicklow, Dublin, Kildare, and
many other parts of Ireland, and tliere are several respectable fa-

milies of the name, in. O'Ceallaigh, or O'Kelly, and O'Taidhg
or O'Teige, are given by O'Heerin as chiefs of Hy Maile, and of

Hy Teigii, and are thus mentioned :

" O'Teige obtained a productive country,

Imaile, a land which is free from gloom
;

O'Kelly obtained Hy Teigh eastward

By purchase for his valiant clan."

This ancient family of O'Teige have anglicised the name to Tighe,

and the O'Kellys here mentioned were of the same race as the

Mac Murroghs, O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, and other families called Ca-
hirians, or Leinster Heremonians, and therefore of a different

descent from the O'Kellys, princes of Hy Maine in Galway. The
O'Kellys were chiefs in Crioch Cualan, a name which was applied

to the norUiern part of Wicklow, and comprised the baronies of

Rathdown, Newcastle, and Arklow. IV. Mac Giollamocholmoge

is given by O'Heerin, as a chief of Cualan, and thus mentioned :

" A lord whose lands are rich and verdant,

Is the gentle Mac Giollamocholmoge,
Free and powerful warriors hi their woods,
They rule over the mild men of Cualan."

The chief called Mac Giollamocholmoge, is mentioned in tlie

contests of the Anglo-Normans, under Strongbow and his fol-

lowers, with the Danes of Dublin. V. O'Cosgraidh, O'Cosgry
or O'Cosgrave, and O'Fiacliraidli, other chiefs in Cualan, are thus

mentioned by O'Heerin and O'Dugan:

" Other princely chiefs also obtained this land.

The nut-producing country of the plain ofCualan,
O'Cosgrave of the numerous clan.

Rules over the saffron-clad conquering warriors.

" The prince of Hy Ncnnechlais in the east.

Is O'Fiachry of the extensive lands.

The subdtier of the foreigners resides here,

I mean O'Cosgrave on the plain of Cualan.

VI. O'Gaithin or O'Gahan, and O'Dunlaing, probably O'Dowling,

Murrogh, son of Bryan O'Flaherty, lord of

West C'onnaught, died.

O'Neill went to the house of Owen O'Neill,

and having amicably concluded a peace with each

other, he restored his lordship to O'Neill.

are given by O'Heerin as chiefs of Siol Elaigh and the Lagan, and

thus mentioned :

" The race of Elaigh, the tribe of steeds.

To protect which is proper for O'Gahan,
Chiefoftheclan, powerful in friendship,

O'Dunlaing was the warrior of the Lagan."

The territory of these chiefs called Siol Elaigh, is now the barony

of Sliilelagh, in the south of Wicklow. VII. O'Murchadha or

O'Murphy, chief of Crioch O'Felme or Hy Feidhlime, is thus

mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" An extensive and profitable lordship

Was obtained by O'Murphy of smooth and fair plains,

The country of Hy Felimy the chief received

An inheritance handed down from his ancestors."

The O'Murphys were one of the Cahirian families of Leinster,

a branch of the same race as the Mac Murroghs, kings of that

province. The territory of Hy Felimy, which they possessed, ex-

tended along the sea coast, and was commonly called the Mur-
rowes, and comprised the barony of Ballaghkeen, in tlie county of

Wexford. The O'Murphys were powerful chiefs in ancient times,

and at the present day the name is one of the most numerous in

Ireland, and found in all tlie counties of Leinster, and in various

parts of Munster, Connaught, and Ulster, and there are many re-

spectable and wealthy families of them in various parts of Ireland.

VII. O'Gairbliidh, orO'Garvey, another chief in Hy Felimy, is

thus mentioned by O'Heerin:

"In Hy Felimy, a delightful district.

Fair are the lands possessed by the O'Garveys,

Fenian heroes of the hill unite in the tribe.

Each man of whom is free from grief and sorrow."

IX. O'Cosgraidh or O'Cosgrave, chief of Beantraidhe, is thus

mentioned by O'Heerin

:

*' From the Barrow eastward to the Slaney,

Is the country possessed by the Clan Cosgrave,

The host of Bantry of ringletted hair,

A noble tribe with hawk-like sparkling eyes."

The territory possessed by the O'Cosgrave, is now the barony of

Bantry, in the county of Wexford. X. O'Duibhgin, probably

O'Dugan, another chief, is thus aienlioned by O'Heerin :

—

" Lord of the extreme southern land,

Which is worthy of being recorded,

O'Dugan is its rightful inheritor.

Over the host from the dark pool of the fair shrubs."

The territory of this chief being mentioned as in the extreme

southern land, must have been in the barony of Shelburne, in \^'ex-

ford. XI. O'Lorcain, or O'Larkm, chief of Fothart, is thus

mentioned by O'Heerin :

—

"The Fenian heroes of Forth of the Carn,

The fair rising ground of strength and beauty,

A hero whose deeds are mii^hty in spears,

He is the afiluent chief O'Larkin.

The territory possessed by this chief, is now the barony of Forth,

in the county of Wexford, and Carn, where he had his fortress,

is the head land called Carnsore point. XII. O'Hartghoile,
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Teige, son of Donal O'Kelly, lord of Clan Mac
Owen (in Galway), died.

probably O'Hartly , chief of Crioch-na-gCenel, is thus mentioned

by O'Keerin :

" Crioclinageneal, a delightful district

In the land of the fertile soil,

A country the fairest under the sun,

Its rightful inheritor is O'Hartley."

This territory appears to have been situated near O'Larkin's

country, above-mentioned. XIII. 0'Riaa;hain,0'Riaain,orO'Ryan,

sometimes written O'Maolrian, or O'Mulrian, lord of Hy Drona,
is thus mentioned by O'Heerin ;

" Hereditary to O'Ryan is a fair district,

A territory, extensive is the land,

Hy Drona of peaceful pleasures.

It is more fitting for him than a strange country."

The territory of Hy Drona comprised the present baronies

of Idrone, in the county of Carlow, which was in ancient times

possessed by the O'Ryans, who were powerful chiefs, and

styled princes of Hy Drona, and many of them are mentioned in

early times in the Four JIasters, and Annals of Inisfallen. An
account of the O'Ryans, who had extensive possessions in Tip-

perary, and were a branch of the O'Ryans of Carlow, has been

given in the note on Ormond. The O'Ryans are still very nu-

merous in Carlow and Tipperary, and there are many respectable

families of the name in those counties. XIV. O'Xuallain, O'Xolan,

or O'Xowlan, chief of Fotharta Feadha, is thus mentioned by
O'Heerin

:

" O'Nolan, a faultless hero,

The truly hospitable head chief of Fothart."

The territory of Fotharta, possessed by the O'NoIans, is now
the barony of Forth, in tiie county of Carlow ; tliey were chiefs

of note in ancient times, and appear to have been marshals of

Leinster, as, according to Cambrensis Eversus, they presided at

the inauguration of the Mac Murroghs as kings of Leinster.

Several chiefs of the O'NoIans are mentioned in the course of these

annals, and the name is still nume.-ous and respectable in the

counties of Carlow and Wexford. XV. The O'Kinsellaghs,

O'Cahills, O'Doyles, O'BoIgers, and Mac Coskleys, were nume-
rous and powerful clans, and had large possessions in the counties

of Wexford and Carlow. The O'Briens, or Mac Briens, and
O'Moores, were also respectable families in Wexford. The
O'Dorans held the iiigh office of hereditary Brehons of Leinster,

and being the chiefjudges of that province, had extensive pos-

sessions under the ancient kings.

Wexford was formed into a county in the reign of king John,

and was, as already stated, part of the ancient territory of Hy
Kinsellagh, and was called by the Irish writers the count;/ of
Lough Garmafiy as already explained in the preceding part of

this article ; it was also called Contae Riavach, signifying the

Grey County, from some peculiar greyish appearance of the

country, which Camden incorrectly states to have meant the

Hough County. It got the name of Wexford from the town of

Wexford, which was called by the Danes Weisford, signifying

the western haven, a name given to it by the Danish colony who
possessed that city in the tenth and eleventh centuries. The greater

part of Wexford was in former times also sometimes called the

county of Ferns, as stated by Spenser, from the city of Ferns,

which was the capital of the Mac Murroglis, kings of Leinster.

Carlow was formed into a county in the reign of king John ; it

was called by the Irish writers Cathairloch and Ceatharlnch, an-

glicised Catherlough, and the name is said to have been derived

from Cathair, a city, and loch, a lake, thus signifying the City

of the Lake, as it is stated that there was in former times a lake

adjoining the place where the town of Carlow now stands ; but

there is no lake there at present.

Wicklow was formed into a county in the reign of James I., its

O'Driscoll More, the White Knight {hoih in

Cork), and his son, died.

name being derived from the town of Wicklow, which, it is said,

was called by the Danes Wykbilota or Wi/k'ndongh, ^i^mfying the

harbour of ships ; it was called by tiie Irish Kilmaniun, and
according to 0"Fla!ierty*s Ogygia, the name of Wicklow was
derived from the Irish Buldhe Cloch, signifying the yellow stone

or rock, and probably so called from the yellow colour of the

granite rocks.

Carlow is a fine and fertile county, particularly productive in

com, and famous for butter. Wexford contains much interesting

scenery, chiefly along the river Slaney. The majestic mountains,

beautiful valleys, and wild glens of Wicklow, so well known to

tourists, abound in scenery of surpassing magnificence and

beauty ; and the county contains many antiquities, particularly the

venerable religious ruins of Glendalough. 'ivicklow was in ancient

times covered with extensive forests, and the oak woods of Shille-

lagh, on the borders of Wicklow and Wexford, were celebrated in

former times. \^"icklow also contains very valuable mines of cop-

per, lead, iron, and sulphur, and the finest granite quarries in the

world, its extensive mountains being composed of granite rocks.

The gold mines of Wicklow, celebrated in history, were situated

in the mountain ofCroghan Kinsellagh, near Arklow, and pieces of

solid golden ore, of various sizes, were found in the rivulets, one of

which was twenty-three ounces in weight. The silver mines

situated at Clonmines, in the county of Wexford, were, as stated

in Fraser's Survey of Wexford, worked by the Danes of Wexford
in the tenth century, who had a mint, where they struck

several coins in that city.

Anglo Normanand English families.—The counties of Water-
ford and Wexford were intimately connected with the anglo-Nor-

man invasion under Strongbow and his followers, of which event a

full account has been already given in the notes on Ormond and

Desies. Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Lemster, as stated in the

preceding part of the present article, after giving his daughter Eva
in marriage to Richard de Clare, earl of Pembroke, commonly
called Strongbow, at Waterford, in the year 1171, also conferred

on him the title of heir presumptive to the kingdom of Leinster.

After Dermod's death, Strongbow succeeded to the sovereignty of

Leinster in richt of his wife Eva, by whom he had an only

daughter, Isabel, who became heiress of Leinster, and was married

to William Marshall, earl of Pembroke, who, in right of his wife,

enjoyed the sovereignty of Leinster. Marshall, earl of Pembroke,

had by his marriage with Isabel, five sons and five daughters ; all

the sons, namely, William, Richard, Gilbert, Walter, and Anselm,

became, in succession, earls of Pembroke, and lords or princes of

Leinster ; but all having died without issue, the male line became

extinct ; the five daughters were all intermarried into noble fami-

lies in England, and the different counties of Leinster were divided

amongst them and their posterity ; of which a full account will be

found in Hanmer's Chronicle, and in Baron Finglas's Breviate of

Ireland in Harris's Hibernica.

In the county of Wexford the noble families ofde Mountchensey,

and de Valence, in England, in the thirteenth century got large

possessions, with the title of lords of Wexford, by intermarriage

with a daughter of Marshall, carl of Pembroke, above mentioned;

and by intermarriage with the de Valences, the Talbots, earls of

Shrew-sbury, became lords of Wexford. The chief Anglo-Normans

who came "over with Strongbow, and got large grants of lands in

Wexford, were Maurice Fitzgerald, ancestor of the earls of Kildare

and Desmond ; Hervey de Monte Marisco,and Robert Fitzstephen.

The other old English families who settled m Wexford were, the

Carews, Talbots, Devereuxes, Staft'ords, Sinnotts, Suttons,

Keatings, Powers, Walshes, Fitzharrises, Fitzhenrys, Derenzys,

Mastersons, Butlers, Browns, Rossiters, Redmonds, Esmonds,

Hores, Harveys, Hayes, Hughes, Codds, Commerfords,Coleoughs,

Lamberts, Boyces, Morgans, Tottenhams, Rams, Furlongs. In the

first volume of the Desiderata Curiosa Hibernia;,an account is given

of various patentees and undertakers who, in the reign of Elizabeth

and James I., g t extensive grants of the forfeited lands which

were confiscated in the county of Wexford. The following persons

obtained lots of those lands, varying from five hundred to one
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The Calvach O'Conor Faily was treacherously

taken prisoner by the son of sir Libiner Prene,

who sold him to lord Furnival, the king of Eng-

tliousand, and two thousand acres each, namely, sir Richard Cooke,

sir Laurence Esmond, sir Edward Fisher, Francis Blundell, Nicho-

las Kenny, William Parsons, sir Roger Jones, sir James Carroll,

sir Richard Wingfiehl, marshal of the army, sir Adam Loftus, sir

Robert Jacob, captain Trevillian, captain Fortescue, and to Con-

way Brady, the queen's footman, six-hundred acres. Several fami-

lies of the old proprietors in Wexford are enumerated, with the

lands they possessed, and the regrants of part of those lands which

they obtained, as the Mastersons, Mac Murroghs, Mac Bricns,

Mac Bowlings, Mac Dermotts, Malones, Cavenaghs, Moores,

O'Bolgers, O'Dorans, Sinnotts, Walshes, Codds, &c.

In Carlow the following have been the chief old English fami-

lies. The family of de Bigod, earls of Norfolk, by intermarriage

with the daughter of William Marshall, earl of Pembroke, already

mentioned, became lords of Carlow in the thirteenth century ; and

in AT). 1346, the county of Carlow was granted to Thomas Plan-

tagenet or de Brotherton, earl of Norfolk, and marshal of Eng-

land, and his successors, the Mobrays and Howards, dukes of

Norfolk, possessed the county of Carlow down to the reign of

Henry VIII., when they were deprived of it in consequence of the

law against absentees being enforced ; and after that time the

Butlers, earls of Ormond, became possessed of a great part of

Carlow. It may be here observed, that in the fourteenth century

tlie Courts of Exchequer and Common Pleas were for a long period

held at Carlow. The other chief English families who settled in

Carlow were the following : the Butlers, Browns, Burtons, Bag-

nals, Carews, Cookes, Eustaces, Rochforts, Cheevers, Ponsonbys,

Astles, Bunburrys, Blackneys, Doynes, Bruens, &c.

In Wicklow, Maurice Fitzgerald and his descendants in the

reigns of Henry II. and King John, got extensive grants of lands

about Arklow; and Walter de Riddiesford, who had the title of

baron of Brey, got from king John a grant of the lands of Imaile,

in Wicklow, and of Castledermot in Kildare,both of which belonged

to the ancient principality of O'Toole. The other chief English

families of Wicklow were the Butlers, Talbots, Eustaces, and

Howards.
Nobility.—The following have been the noble families in Wex-

ford, Wicklow, and Carlow, from the reign of king John to the

present time.

In Wexford, the de Montchenseys and de Valences, lords of

Wexford ; the Talbots, earls of Shrewsbury in England, and earls

of Waterford and Wexford in Ireland ; the family of Petty, mar-
quesses of Landsdown in England, are earls of Shelburiie in M'ex-

ford ; the Butlers, viscounts Mountgarret; the Keatiugs, barons of

Kiluiananan; the Esmonds, barons of Lirabrick ; the Stopfords,

earls of Courtown ; the family of Loftus, earls of Ely ; the family

of Phipps, barons Mulgrave, of New-Ross, in Wexford, earls of

Mulgrave, and marquesses ofNormanbyin England; the Ponson-

bys, viscounts of Duncannon ; the Annesleys, viscounts Mount-
luorris ; the Carews, barons Carew.

In Carlow, the de Bigods, Mowbrays, and Howards, dukes of

Norfolk, were lords of Carlow ; the Butlers, barons of Tullyophe-

lim, and viscounts of Tullow ; the Carews, barons Idrone ; the

O'Cavenaglis, barons of Balian ; the Cheevers, viscounts Mount-
leinster ; the Fanes, barons of Carlow ; the Ogles, viscounts of

Carlow; and the Dawsons, viscounts of Carlow ; the Knights,

earls of Carlow ; the celebrated duke of Wharton, lord lieutenant of

Ireland in the reign ofqueen Anne, was created marquess of Carlow.

In Wicklow, the Howards, earls of Wicklow ; the Stuarts, earls

of Blessington ; and the Boy les, viscounts Blessington ; the Wing-
fields, viscounts Powerscourt ; the Maynards, barons Maynard

;

the family of Cole, barons of Ranelagh ; and Jones, viscounts

Ranelagh ; the Butlers, barons of Arklow ; the Eustaces, viscounts

of Baltinglass ; and the Ropers, viscounts of Baltinglass ; the

Stratfords, barons of Baltinglass and earls of Aldborough ; the

Probys, earls of Carysfort ; the Brabazons, earls of Meath ; the

Berkeleys, barons of Rathdown ; and the family of Monk, earls of

land's viceroy in Ireland, and the night after he

had been taken, he, with his companion in confine-

ment, made his escape to his own house.

Rathdown; the earls Fitzwilliam, in England, have extensive pos-

sessions in Wicklow.
Ecclesiastical Divisions.—The following have been the bishops'

sees in Wexford, M'icklow, and Carlow.

The See of Sletty.—A church was founded at a place called

Sleibhtiu, by St. Fiech or Fiechus, a celebrated disciple of

St. Patrick in the fifth century. Sletty was situated in Hy
KInsellagh, near the river Barrow, about a mile from the present

town of Carlow, on the borders of the Queen's county ; it gives

name to a parish in that county, and the ruins of an ancient church

still remain. St. Fiech made Sletty a bishop's see, and in the

fifth and sixth centuries it was the chief see of Leinster, but was
afterwards annexed to Leighlin.

The See of Leighlin.—A monastery was founded here in the

beginning of the seventh century hy St. Gobl>an,and shortly after,

St. Molaisre, who was also called Laserian, made Leighlin a

bishop's see. In A. D. 630 a great synod of bishops and clergy

was held at Leighlin, to regulate the time for the celebration of

Easter. The abbey of Leighlin became celebrated under St. La-
serian ; and it is stated, that at one time it contained fifteen hun-

dred monks. Tlie Diocese of Leighlin comprises the whole of

the county of Carlow, a considerable part of the Queen's county,

with some portions of Kilkenny and AVicklow.

The See of Ferns was founded by St. Moeg, in the latter end

of the sixth century. The name Moeg, in Irish Maodhog, is la-

tinised Maidocus, also Aedanus and Aidanus, and anglicised

Moeg, or Maidoc, also Aidan or Edan ; Giraldus Cambrensis says
" Sanctus Aidanus qui et Hibernice Maidocus dicitur." The ce-

lebrated St. Moeg, or Aidan, was a native of that part of Brefney

now called the county of Cavan, and founded there the abbey of

Dromlane ; he afterwards went to Britain, and studied some time

under St. David, bishop of Menevia, in Wales, and on returning

to Ireland, Brandubh, king of Leinster, granted him the territory

about Ferns, where he founded the cathedral and see of Ferns,

and died at an advanced age, on the 31st of January, A. D. 632.

The see of Sletty, as already stated, was the chief see of Leinster,

in the fifth and sixth centuries ; but in the beginning of the seventh

century. Ferns was made the metropolitan see of that province
;

hence the bishops were styled bishops of Leinster, and Ferns con-

tinued to be the chief see until the beginning of the ninth cen-

tury, when Kildare was constituted the metropolitan see, and
continued so till the twelfth century, w hen Dublin was constituted

archiepiscopal see of Leinster. In the Lives of St. Moeg, quoted

by Colgan and Lanigan, it is stated that at a great synod in Lein-

ster, the king Brandubh, with the clergy and people, decreed

that the archiepiscopal see of Leinster should be that of St.

Moeg, " Delude facta synodo magna in terra Lageniensium de-

crevit rex Brandubh et tarn laid quam clerici ut archiepisco-

patus omnium Lageniensium semper esset in sede et cathedra

Sancti Moedoc." Ferns, called in ancient times Ftarna Maodh-
oifl, or Ferns of Moeg, became a great city, and was the chief

residence of the kings of Leinster, i>ut fell into decay from its re-

peated ravagesby tlie Danes, in the tenth and eleventh centuries.

7^he diocese ofFerns comprises nearly the whole of the county of

Wexford, with small portions of Wicklow and Queen's county.

The see of Glendalovgh was founded by St. Caoinigin, or

Keivin, in the sixth century. The name in Irish is Gleann'
diiloch, signifying the valley of the two lakes, it being si-

tuated in a beautiful valley containing two lakes, and surroimded

with magnificent mountains in the county of Wicklow Glenda-

lough has been called by Latin writers Eplscopattis Bistagniensis,

or the Bishopric of the two Lakes ; and by Pope Lucius III. it

is mentioned as Epiiicopatus Insulnruvi^ or the Bishopric of the

Isles. The diocese of GlendaUntgh^ in ancient times, comprised

the county of Wicklow, and a great part of the county of Dublin
;

it was annexed to the see of Dublin in the thirteenth century,

A.D. 1214, but the archbishops of Dublm being all English,
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Mac Murrogh, lord ofLeinster, that is, Donogh,

the son of Art Cavenagh, was taken prisoner by lord

Furnival, which was a lamentable loss to the Irish.

Thomas Bacach (the lame), the son of the earl

of Ormond, having gone to aid the king of Eng-

land in the war in France, died there while with

the king, and the greater part of those who ac-

companied him from Ireland, died in like manner

either in France or England.

Fereadach, son of Teige, the son of Donal

O'Kelly, was slain by the grandson of William

Oge O'Kelly.

Donogh, the son of Murtogh O'Conor, died

suddenly in the porch of Sligo castle.

Murrogh O'Conor, the intended lord of OfiFa-

ley ; Cathal, the son of Hugh Mac Guire

;

Dermod Roe, the son of O'Conor Don ; Mac
]Mam-ice-na-mBrigh, a man of wisdom and learn-

ing ; O'Dooyiarma; Murtogh, son of Cathal, son

of Hugh Brefnach (O'Conor) ; Gillananeev O'Mi-

thigheiu, the Coarb of Beallach ; Tomaltach Mac
Clancy ; the BaiTy More, and O'Sullivan, died.

A.D. 1420.

The monastery of St. Francis at Askeaton, in

Munster, on the banks of the Shannon, in the

diocese of Limerick, was founded for Franciscan

friars by the earl of Desmond, and he erected

there a tomb for himself and his posterity.

Matthew O'Brenan, master, parson, and ere-

nach of Doii-e Maolain (Derryvidlan, in Ferma-

nagh), died on the 6th of the Ides of September.

The erection of the castle of Bundroos (in

Leitrim, at the bay of Donegal), was commenced
by Bryan, son of Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor

;

and the Tirconnellians having come with their

forces to prevent the work, Bryan collected a party

to resist them, consisting of his own kinsmen,

O'Rourke (that is Teige), and Mac Donogh, with

their respective troops, so that the Tirconnellians

could not obtain peaceable possession of it till the fifteenth cen-
tury. Glendalouph, in ancient times, was a celel)rated seat of
learning and religion, and contained a large city ; but being re-

peatedly ravaged by the Danes, during the ninth and tenth cen-
turies, and by the English in the thirteenth and fourteenth cen-
turies, it fell into complete decay ; but its former greatness is

sufficiently demonstrated by the extensive ruins of a cathedral
and seven churches, a round tower, and other interesting an-
tiquities, which still remain.

did not attempt to pass the entrenchments on the

borders on that occasion ; but having remained en-

camped on the coast of Eas Roe (Ballyshannon),

the sons of O'Donnell, Niall Garv, Donal, and

Neaghtan, came to the plain with a troop of ca-

valry ; the sons of Bryan O'Conor came with

another body of cavalry, on the other hand, to re-

connoitre Ballyshannon, so that the two forces

confronted each other ; the Connellians attacked

and put to flight the Carburians (people of Car-

bury, in Sligo), in which defeat John, the son of

Bryan O'Conor, Hugh Buidhe Mac Donogh, Ca-

thal, son of Dermod, son of Cormac, son of Ro-

derick, and Owen O'Dowd, were slain ; Bryan

O'Conor having received intelligence of this dis-

aster, marched with his forces to Moy Eni ; in

five nights after, Owen O'Conor and Turlogh Car-

rach, the sons of Donal, the son of Murtogh, pro-

ceeded with a large body of horse across the river

at Ballyshannon, at which time the sons ofO'Don-

nell were with their cavalry at Port-na-long (the

Port of the Ships), on the opposite side of the ca-

taract, where they were after drinking their wine

;

Owen having received intelligence of this, at-

tacked them by night, and slew Donal, the son of

Torlogh O'Donnell, the intended lord of Tyrcon-

nell, with many others, who are not recorded;

Niall O'Donnell fled to the shore, and swam to

one of the merchant vessels then in the harbour,

and Bryan O'Conor returned home after that

victory.

Owen, son of Roderick O'Conor, died on the

eighth of the Kalends of March, and was interred

at Clonmacnois.

Teige, son ofFergalO 'H ara, tanist ofLieney, died.

Cathal, son of Teige Mac Clancy, chief of Dar-

try (in Leitrim), and Hugh Buidhe Mac Clancy,

were slain in Cathal's house by their own kinsmen,

Teige, Maurice, and Henry, about the festival of

St. Bridget.

The earl of Ormond, lord justice of Ireland,

An account of the ancient literature of Leinster will he given

in the notes of subsequent numbers.

A.D. 1410.

1. Gairbh Thrian Chonnacht, signifying the rough district of

Oonnaught, comprised, as it apjiears by the Annals, the greater

part of both Brefnies,that is, of West Brefney, or Leitrim, and of

East Brefney, or the county of Cavan.
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was in war with the people of Ulster, aiding

O'Neill, and he brought Mac Gennis under sub-

jection, and delivered his hostages to O'Neill.

William, son of Malachy, son of William

O'Kelly, the intended lord of Hy Maine, a man
fiill of prosperity and hospitality, died after the

victory of extreme unction and repentance.

O'Neill, that is Donal, having been expelled

fi-om the province of Ulster by Owen O'Neill, and

the son of O'Neill of Claneboy, and by Niall Garv

O'Donnell, and all the chiefs of the province,

came to Sligo to the house of Bryan (O'Conor),

son of Donal, son of Murtogh, lord of North Con-

naught.

A contest arose in Fermanagh between Hugh
Mac Guu'e and the Mac Guire, in which Donal,

the son of Hugh, was slain.

The Barry More (that is John), died. Hugh
Buidhe O'Fallon, died.

GioUa-na-naomb O'Huidhrin,' a learned his-

torian ; Roderick, son of David O'Duigenan, ano-

ther learned historian ; and Fergal O'Daly, chief

poet of Corcomroe (in Clare), died.

The bishopric of Raphoe was obtained for

O'Gallagher (Laurence or Loghlin O'Galiagher).

Eachmarcach RoeMac Conmidlie,a very learned

poet, died.

A. D. 1421,

Nicholas Mac Brady,' bishop of Brefney, a man
distinguished for his wisdom, piety, continence,

and uprightness, died.

Thomas Oge O'Reilly, the most illustrious heir

to a lordship, in hospitality and feats of arms, of

any in his time, of the race of Aodh Fionn (Hugh,

the Fair, king of Connaught in the seventh cen-

tury), died at his own house (in Cavan).

Roderick, son of Hugh Mac Dermott, lord of

Moylurg, a man of general hospitality, died at the

Rock (of Lough Key) on the 11th of the Kalends

A. D. 1420.

1. GloUn-na-naomk O'Huidhrin, or GioUananeev O'Heerin,

was the celebrated historian and topographer whose work on the

topography of Leinster and Monster has been so often quoted, and
is given in the annotations annexed to these Annals.

A. D. 1421.

1, Nicholas Mac Brady, bishop of Brefney, or diocese of Kil-

inore. There were several of the Mae Bradys, of the ancient

clan of that name in the county of Cavan, bishops of Brefney or

of May, and was bm-ied in the monastery of

Boyle ; he was succeeded by Tomaltach, the son

of Conor.

Murrogh O'Conor, lord of Offaley, a man who
defeated the English and Irish, who opposed him

in many battles, after having gained the victory

over the world and the devil, died at his own for-

tress, and was interred in the monastery of Kil-

lachaidh (Killaughey, in King's county).

A contest having arisen between the O'Rourkes

and Mac Donoghs, O'Rourke mustered a great

force, and O'Donnell, that is, Torlogh, came with

his party to relieve and support him, as did also

Hugh Mac Guire with his forces, and O'Rourke

himself and his people, with all these allies, having

marched into Tu'errill, burned the country and

slew Cathal, the son of Mac Donogh, and many
others on that occasion.

Niall O'Donnell and his forces, and O'Rourke

with his troop of cattle-drivers, having marched

to the shore of Ballyshannon, the Mac Donoghs,

and Cathal, the son of Roderick O'Conor, went

in their absence to the fortress of O'Rourke,

burned the town (Dromahair, in Leitrim), demo-

lished the castle, and destroyed all the cattle folds

of the country ; the Connallian forces were at this

time encamped at Ardfearna (Glenfarn, in Lei-

trim), and those of Carbury (in Sligo), were at the

castle of Bundroose, and between both parties

many men and horses were slain and wounded
daily; Murtogh Buidhe, the son of Cosnavach

O'Dowd, O'Maonaigh, and the son of Donogh
Cavenagh, were slain by the Connelhans on that

occasion ; and Hugh, son of Murray Roe Mac
Loghhn, was drowned at Ballyshannon ; and after

that they made peace.

Cathal O'Rourke, and his sons, made a noctur-

nal attack on Mac Clancy at Iniscaoin on Lough
Melge (Lough Melvin, county of Leitrim) ; the

guards of the lake, namely, the Mac Gloins, deli-

vered up the boats of the lake to Cathal and his

Kilmore, and other sees. Roderick Mac Brady was appointed by
Pope Boniface IX. bisliop of Brefney, A. D. 1396 : and Gilbert

Mac Brady was appointed the same year bishop of Ardagh.
Nicholas Mac Brady, above-mentioned, bishop of Brefney, died

A.D. 1421. Andrew Mac Brady, appointed by Pope Nicliolas

V. bisliop of Kihnore, died A. D. 1456. Thomas Mac Brady,
bishop of Kilmore, died A.D. 1511. Richard Brady, bishop of

Kihnore, died about the year 1600. Andrew Brady was R. C.

bisliop of Ardagh, from about 1780 to 1795.

—

See Ware's Bi-
shops and Brennun's Ecclesiastical History.
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sons ; and they took young Mac Clancy prisoner,

and possessed themselves of the lake, and of its

castle ; five of the sons of Mac Clancy, and a great

number of the men of Dai-try, were slain by these,

and the other sons of Mac Clancy then went into

Cai-bury, (in Sligo).

More, daughter of Brian O'Brien, the wife of

Walter Burke, and previously the wife of Teige

O'Carroll (of Ely), the most distinguished woman
in Munster in her time, in fame, hospitality, good

sense, and piety, died ; she was generally called

More of Munster.

Cormac of the Wood, the son of Mac Carthy

Carbeiy (in Cork), the best lord's son of Munster

of his time, was slain by the sons of Owen Mac
Carthy.

The Giolla Riavach O'Clery, a learned historian,

died after a well-spent life.

Owen O'Neill was apprehended by the son of

O'Neill, of Claneboy, while on his journey to hold

a conference with the earl at Dundalk.

Mac Gillpatrick, and the son of Libned Afrene,

an Englishman, marched with twelve score soldiers

to plunder Leix (in the Queen's county), and they

did not halt until they arrived at the monastery of

Leix ; O'Conor Failey met them there, attacked

Mac Gillpatrick and the English, and defeated

them with slaughter, and his people gained great

prizes of arms, armour, and accoutrements, wliich

belonged to the English ; and O'Conor, that is

Murtogh, then retm-ned home, and having been

taken ill of a severe disease, retired to the Friarj- of

Killaghy, entered amongst the monks and took

the monastic habit ; he appointed his kinsman,

Dermod O'Conor, to succeed him, and O'Conor

himself died in a month after he became a friar,

after a well-spent life.

Ai-t, son of Teige O'Rourke, was appointed the

O'llourke, in opposition to Teige, the son of

Tiarnan.

A.D. 1422.

Torlogh, son of Niall Garv O'DonneU, lord of

A.D. 1422.

\. Henry VI. The death of Henry V. took place at Vincennes,

in France, on the 31st of August, A. D. 1422, in the 34th year of

his age ; he took the title of regent of France, in consequence of

his conquests in that country, and was succeeded as king of Eng-

TirconneU, assumed a monastic habit in the mo-
nastery of Eas Roe (Ballyshannon), after ha\nng

gained the palm over this transitory life, and his

son, Niall Gan', was appointed his successor.

Roderick, son of Conor O'Conor, lord of Cor-

comroe (in Clare), was slain by his own kinsmen,

namely, the sons of Felim O'Conor, at his own
town in Caislean-na-Dumhcha.

Owen O'Neill was released by his wife and sons

from O'Neill of Claneboy.

Dermod, son of Teige Mac Derraott, was slain.

Donal Finn O'Flaherty, was slain by the sons

ofDonal O'Flaherty.

O'Donnell, that is Niall ; O'Neill ; Owen
O'Neill, and O'Neill of Claneboy, with the chiefs

of the province, having proceeded with their forces,

burned and plundered the entire of Carbuiy, as far

as Sligo ; Owen O'Conor, with Torlogh Carrach

and O'Rourke, collected their forces to oppose

them at Sligo, and gave battle to the eastern party,

in which seven of them were slain by the Cona-

cians, and the others marched from thence into

Tirerrill, and spoiled the entire country.

The young Cosnamach Mac Egan, chief profes-

sor in Brehonism (laws), of Kinel Fiacha (Mac

Geoghegans of Westmeath), and of O'Conor Faily

(in King's county), was slain by thesons ofO'Me-
laghlin, by an accidental cast of a javelin.

Niall Garv, son of Torlogh, the son of Niall

Garv' O'Donnell, having proceeded into Ferma-

nagh, brought Mac Guire, Mac Mahon, and Mac
Gennis under subjection, and took them with him

to O'Kane, who paid him his tribute ; from thence

they proceeded, accompanied by the O'Kane, to

O'Neill ofClaneboy, and to theGlynns (in Antrim),

and they completely plundered the son of John

Bissett, and burned the country ; they then pro-

ceeded into Claneboy, and Magh Line (Moylinny,

in Antrim), conveyed their booty to Carrickfergus,

and then returned home.

Henry VI.' was proclaimed king of England on

the 31st of August.

NiaU O'DonneU and O'Neill, with the chiefs of

the entire province, marched their forces against

land by his son Henry VI., then an infant only eight months old,

who was soon after proclaimed at Paris king of Friince, a title

borne by the succeeding kings of England down to the reign of

George III., when it was abolished by Bonaparte.
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O'Neill of Claneboy, took his strongholds, oven-an

his woods, and brought him under subjection ; he

gave hostages to O'Neill, and they took from him
all the treasure he had taken from Owen O'Neill,

together with other property.

The same Niall (O'Donnell), having collected

the chiefs of the province, namely, O'Neill, the

sons of Henry O'Neill ; Owen O'Neill, with his

sons and kinsmen ; the sons of Cu-uladh Roe

O'Neill ; the people ofFermanagh, and the Orgial-

lians, with Mac Mahon, Mac Guire, Mac Gennis,

0'Hanlon,0'NeillofClaneboy,withtheirforces; the

0'KanesandConallians,with their galloglasses,and

the English of the province, all marched into Con-

naught; the sons of Cormac Mac Donogh, and

the sons of Mulroona Mac Donagh joined these

forces, having been dispossessed of their pro-

perties by Conor Mac Donogh, their fathei-'s bro-

ther, his sons, and Tomaltach Oge Mac Donogh,

for Mac Donogh erected a castle on the lands be-

longing to the sons of Muli-oona Mac Donogh, at

Caisiol-Locha-Deargain (Castledargin in Sligo),

completely destroyed their crops, and expelled

them afterwards into Mac William Burke's coun-

try. It was at their request that this great force

came to spoil North Connaught, and the same

forces having marched into Carbury, (in Sligo),

they slew and wounded several persons at the cas-

tle ofBundroos, burned and plundered the country,

and then proceeded to Sligo ; Owen, the son of

Donal (O'Conor), and Torlogh Carrach, attacked

and defeated the rear of their forces, slew seven of

them, and wounded some of their men and horses

;

the army remained at Killery (near Sligo), that

night, and on the following day marched into Ti-

reragh to spoil the country ; O'Dowd came and

made peace with Niall, and gave him hostages in

behalf of his own country ; from thence they pro-

ceeded into Tirerrill and Con-an, and spoiled and

burned the country, and while the sons ofCormac,

and the sons of Mulroona (Mac Donogh), were

engaged in burning the upper portion of the

country, they were overtaken by Tomaltach Oge,

AD. 1423.

1. The King of England's Viceroy at this time was James
Butler, earl of Orniond. In an interlineation in the Annals it is

stated, that the English knight above mentioned was slain by
Mulroona Mac Sweeney, chief constable of O'Donnell's forces in

and by the sons of Mac Donogh, near Cluain Gad,

where a battle took place between them, in which

Maurice Mac Cormac, Dermod son of Mulroona

Mac Donogh, and the son of Donal Mac Hugh of

Gaovach, were slain ; the Ultonian forces remained

that night at Castledargan, after spoiling the

country, and having proceeded to O'Rourke,

whom they took prisoner, they returned home

across the Erne.

A.D. 1423.

Conor O'Coineoil, the bishop ; and O'Bolan,

the coarb of Drumclitf, died.

Maurice, son of Matthew, the son of Osgar

Mac Guire, archdeacon of Clogher, parson of

Aghalurcher, lord of Claoininsi (Cleenish), and of

Rosairthir (Rossory), died on the sixth of the

Kalends of May.
Torlogh, son of Niall Garv O'Donnell, lord of

Tirconncll, Kinel Moain, and Inisowen, a man of

peace, prosperity, and affability, died in a monastic

habit, in the monastery of Eas Roe, after having

gained the victory of extreme unction and repent-

ance.

O'Neill (Donal), and O'Donnell, (Niall), and

Owen the son of Niall, marched with the Irish of

Ulster to attack the English ; they first proceeded

to Traghbally (Dundalk), to the plain of Oriel,

to Louth, and from thence to Meath, where they

engaged in battle with the king of England's

viceroy,' in which the commanding knight of the

English battalions, with many more of their peo-

ple, were slain, and the Irish obtained immense

booty on that expedition. They then made peace

with the English, and put Dundalk, and all the

English of the surrounding country, under tribute.

The castle of Ballyshannon was built by Niall,

the son of Torlogh O'Donnell.

O'Kennedy Finn, lord of Ormond, and Faolan

Mac Gowan, a learned historian, died.

A.D. 1424.

Conor O'Ferrall, bishop of Conmaicne (Ar-

Connaught, through whose valour the English forces were defeated,

and one hundred of them killed in this engagement; and that they

compelled the English to agree to a peace and to pay tribute, and

that valuable articles and hostages were taken from them as

security.



REIGN OF HENRY VI. 231

dagh), a man of dignity, honour, benevolence,

learning, charity, and humanity, died

Gillaisa, the son of Bryan Mac Tiarnan, heir to

the chieftaincy of TuUaghonoho (in Cavan), a man
who kept a general house of hospitality, died after

the victory of repentance.

A great contest arose among the O'Roui'kes,

after the death of Hugh Buidhe O'Rourke.

Teige, son of Tiarnan O'Rourke, made peace

with the O'Reillys, and with Owen, the son of

John O'Reilly ; and the lordship of the entire of

Brefney, was given to Teige, after he had attacked

Art Mac Angaidh (O'Rourke), and burned his

town ; Art made submission after they had been

in contention for the space of four years.

Malachy Mac Cabe, constable of the two Bref-

neys, of Fermanagh and Orgiall (Monaghan),

died of the plague.

A great number of Saxons amved in Ireland

with the earl of Ormond, by which circumstance

the English gained great power.

The earl (of Ormond), with the Saxons and the

English of Meath, committed great depredations

in the plain of Armagh, and in Machaire Muc-

namha;' they made another attack on Mac Gen-

nis, and demohshed his castle at Lough Bricren

(Lough Brickland, in the count)^ ofDown), and slew

his constable of galloglasses, and the greater por-

tion of the garrison of the castle. A great war

and commotion arose in the province of Ulster,

occasioned by the Enghsh on that expedition ; the

chiefs and nobles of the province, headed by

O'Neill, O'Donnell (NiaU), and Owen O'Neill,

including the lords, warriors, and chiefs, collected

their forces to oppose the English ; but some of

the chiefs of the province having joined the Eng-

lish in that war, namely, Mac-I-Neill of Clane-

boy, O'Hanlon, and Manus Mac Mahon, Mac
Gennis was expelled from his territory by Mac-I-

Neill of Claneboy, and the EngUsh,and was obliged

to take refuge among the Irish of the province.

Mac Gennis, that is H ugh, died ofa ht of sickness,

and his son Roderick was appointed his successor.

A. D. 1424.

1. Machn'ire Mucnamha, or the plain of Mucnamha, now the

parish of Mucknoe, in the harony of Cremome, county of Mo-
najrhan, in which parish is situated the town of Castle-Blayney.

2. y/te ear/ o/'3/rt^c/^ was Edmund Mortimer, ear! of March

and Ulster, who, in 1423, was appointed lord lieutenant, and ar-

Mac William of Clanrickard, that is Ulick

Burke, died at his own house, after having gained

the victory over the world and the devil.

O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, that is Donogh,
son of Malachy, son of William, son of Donogh
Muinach, was slain by his own brother AVilliam's

sons, while endeavouring to estabUsh his lordship

over them.

Mulroona Mac Sweeney, constable ofTircon-

nell, the star of defence and bravery of the pro-

vince, died.

Gillaisa, the son of Bryan Mac Tiarnan, chief

of TuUaghonoho, died.

The earl of March," the king's viceroy, arrived

in Ireland about the festival of St. Michael, and

the English of Ireland submitted to him.

Roderick Mac Sweeney, the son of Mac
Sweeney of Connaught, was slain by Cathal Duv
O'Conor, together with several other galloglasses.

Conor, son of Murtogh, son of Cathal, son of

Hugh Brefney O'Conor, was slain on that occa-

sion.

A. D. 1425.

The bishop Toimineach, namely, Thomas, son

of William Duv, son of Maigeog, died a week

before the festival of St. Bridget ; he was a man
full of wisdom, knowledge, and benevolence.

The earl of March, the king of England's vice-

roy in Ireland, died of the plague about the fes-

tival of St. Bridget.

O'Neill, and Owen O'Neill, Naghtan O'Don-

nell, Mac-I-Neill Claneboy, Mac Quillan, Mac
Donnell of the galloglasses, and O'Mellain, the

keeper of St. Patrick's adjuration bell, came to

the earl's house, and were taken prisoners by lord

Furnival,' an English earl, after the death of the

earl of March, and he took those chiefs with him

to Dublin as prisoners.

The Regent of Scotland, that is, Muredach

Stuart, with his son Walter Stuart, and the

Maormor of Leamhna, were put to death by the

king of Scotland, namely, the son of the lame

rived in Ireland with a £n"eat army : he died of the plague the

year following at the castle of Trim, in Meath.

A. D. 1-12.5.

1. Lord Furnival \^as John Talbot, earl of Shrewsbury, who
had a few vears before been lord lieutenant of Ireland, and was

asain appointed to that ottice.
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king, and the other son of the Regent, that is

James Stuart, and the son of the earl of Lennox,

were expelled into Ireland.^

Owen O'Neill was released from the English.

Bryan Ballach, the son of O'Neill Buidhe, the

most distinguished man in his time for hospita-

lity, for presents, benevolence, and knowledge in

arts and sciences, was slain by the rustics of the

Rock (Carrickfergus), together with John, the son

of Henry O'NeiU.

Gormley, daughter of Donal O'Conor, and wife

of Tiarnan O'Rourke, died after repentance.

Teige O'Fallon, chief of Clan Huadach (in

Roscommon), was treacherously slain in his own
castle by his kinsmen.

Roderick Roe O* Higgin, a very learned poet, died.

Magrath, the son of Flynn Magrath, chief poet

of Thomond, a man ofwealth and prosperity, died.

Mac Gowan of the Stories, that is, Thomas,

the son of Gillananeev Mac Gowan, chief histo-

rian to O'Loghhn of Corcomroe (in Clare), died.

Bryan Garv and Manus, the sons of Mac Do-
nogh of Tirerrill, that is Mulroona, the son of

Teige Mac Donogh, were slain by the sons of

theii- uncle Cathal Mac Donogh.

A. D. 1426.

Naghtan O'Donnell, who was imprisoned with

the English, was released by O'Donnell, i. e. Niall,

his brother, for whose liberation an immense deal

of property was ])aid, besides leaving another hos-

tage in his place, namely, Toi-logh O'Donnell, who
however, made his escape from the English, with

four others who were confined along with him.

O'Conor Roe, that is Torlogh, the son of Hugh,
son of Felim, a man who both spoiled and defended

Connaught ; a man distinguished for his skill and

knowledge in the arts and sciences, died after hav-

ing gained the victory of repentance, and conquer-

ing the world and the devil.

A.D. 14-25.

2. Begent of Scotland. Robert Stuart, duke of Albany, was
appointed Rei^ent of Scotland, during the udnority of James
Stuart, heir to the throne; and on the death of Robert, his son
Muredach, duke of Albany, became regent. James Stuart having
been kept a jirisoner many years in England, was at length libe-

rated, and in 1424 became king of Scotland as James I. ; Mure-
dach, the regent, having aspired to the crown, was beheaded,
together with his son Walter, and the earl of Lenno,x. James Stuart,

Felim, son of Murtogh, son of Donal, the son of

Murtogh O'Conor, heir to the lordship of North

Connaught, died.

Conor O'Brien, lord of Thomond, died at an

advanced age on Easter Saturday, and Teige, the

son of Brian O'Brien, was appointed his successor.

Torlogh Mac Mahon Bodhar, lord of Corca-

baiscin (in Clare), was slain and burned at an

advanced age, by his own kinsmen, in a nocturnal

attack.

Conor Crom, the son of Teige O'Rourke, died.

Roderick, that is, the Mac Gennis, son of Hugh
IMac Gennis, was slain in his own house by Bryan

Mac Gennis.

Henry Caoch, the son of O'Neill Buidhe, had

his eyes put out by his own kinsmen, the sons of

Bryan Ballach, the son of O'Neill Buidhe.

Teige INIac Gillfinnen, and his son Hugh, were

slain by Art, the son of Owen O'NeiU.

O'Duigenan, of Kilronan, that is, Philip, the

son of David, cliief historian of Clan Maolroona

(Mac Dermotts, princes of Moylurg), died.

O'Hely More, that is Conor Caoch O'Hely, died.

O'NeiU and Owen O'NeiU, the sons of NiaU,

made peace with each other, and Owen having

made his submission to O'NeiU, the lands he had

been deprived of during the time of their quarrels

were settled between them. >

Kian, the son of Gilla Oilbe Mac Gowan, a

learned historian, and a man who kept a house of

general hospitality, was kiUed by the kick of a

horse.

Bebinn, the daughter ofTiaman O'Rourke, lord

of Brefney, died.

Richard Mac Jordan of the Wood (in Mayo),

was taken prisoner by Owen, the son of O'Fla-

herty, who delivered him into the hands of Mac
Jordan Duv, by whom he was plundered.

Fereadach, son of Biyan O'KeUy, died of the

plague.

John, the son of Bermingham, was slain by

Thomas, his own brother's son.

another of Muredach's sons, retired to the HigJilands, and raised a

rebellion, but was forced to fly to Ireland, with some of tiie nobi-

lity, his associates ; it appears that this James Stuart, whose death

is mentioned in these Annals at the year 1429, had a powerful

party supporting his claims to the crown of Scotland, as a fleet

was sent to Ireland to bring him home. The Waorraor of Leajnhna

above-mentioned, was the earl of Lenno.\, the title Maormor being

applied, in the Irish and Gaelic languages, to the Great Stewards,

or earls of Lennox, Marr, and Moray, in Scotland.
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A. D. 1427.

'MULLOY, i.e.Fergal,

lord of Fercall (in King's

county), died, and Ro-

derick, the son of Niall

O'Mulloy, was appoint-

ed his successor.

Roderick O'Dunn,
chief of Hy Riagain (in

Queen's county), died.

Donal, son of Art, son

of Gillcreest O'Rourke,

died.

Murrogh, son of Tor-

logh, son ofMurrogh-na-

Raithnidhe O'Brien, was slain by his brother.

Dermod O'Mahony, lord of Fuinn lartharaidh

(the western land in the barony of Iveragh, county

of Kerry), a man distinguished for his hospitality,

and who never refused a favoiu'. died after having

gained the victory of repentance. Cormac Oge
Mac Dermott died.

Catherine, daughter of Ardgal Mac Mahon, the

wife of O'Neill, that is Owen, the son of Niall

Oge, died.

Una, daughter of Hugh Mac Guire, the wife of

O'Rourke, that is Teige, the most hospitable, cha-

ritable, and pious woman of her time in North

Connaught, died in the latter end of Lent.

Fergal Mac Tiarnan, heir to the chieftaincy of

Tullaghonoho, died.

Bryan, son of Fergal Mac Gauran, son of the

chief of Tullaghaw, died.

Bryan O'Daimhin (or O'Devin), chief of Tir-

cenfoda (Tyrkennedy, in Fermanagh), died.

Aine, daughter of O'Beirne, the wife of Mac
Rannall, i. e. Geoffi'ey, died.

The son of Donal, son of Mahon Dunn O'Ken-
nedy, lord of Upper Ormond, was slain by ^Valter

Tobin, with a single cast of a javelin.

Niall O'Donnell, i. e. the O'Donnell, lord of Tir-

connell, marched a force into Trian Congail (in

Antrim), to aid the grandsons of Mac-I-Neill, of

Claneboy, against O'Neill, and on that expedition

O'Donnell defeated Mac Quillan, and slew a great

number of his people ; he also took prisoners the

two sons of Donogh Mac Sweeny, who aided Mac
Quillan; and the people of O'Donnell, and the

grandsons of Mac-I-Neill Buidhe, gained much
booty and valuable property on that day.

The earl of Ormond nun-ched with an army into

Muintir Maolmordha (county of Cavan), burned
the town of O'Reilly (Cavan), and demolished his

castle.

Hugh O'Malley, the son of Dermod, heir to the

lordship of Hy Malia (in Mayo), having gone with

his fleet to Tirconnell, was killed by the cast of a

javelin while in the rear of his party, on his return

to his ship.

A. D. 1428.

Mac Murrogh, lord of Leinster, namely, Do-
nogh, the son of Art Cavenagh, who was impri-

soned in England for the space of nine years, was

ransomed by his own pro\ince, which was joyful

news to the Irish.

Dermod O'Kane, lord of Kianacht, and of the

Creeve, (in Derry), a man full of prosperity and of

honour, died.

Robert, the coarb of St. Cailin (abbot of Fenagh

in Leitrim), died.

Hugh the Hospitable, son of Philip Mac Guire,

the most famous man of his time for nobleness and

hospitality, died at Kinsale on the night of his ar-

rival in Ireland, on the Sth of the Ides of August,

after having performed the pilgrimiige of St.

James', and rigidly repented of his sins ; Thomas
Oge Mac Guire, who accompanied him, conveyed

his body to Cork, where it was buried.

Mac Namara, chief of Clan Cuilein, (in Clare),

a man of charity and hospitality, who suppressed

theft and robbery, and established peace and secu-

rity in his own estate, died.

Cormac O'Beirne, chief of Tir Briuin (in Ros-

common), died.

Hugh Oge Mac Guire, the son of Hugh, was

slain by Mac Gillfinnen, and by the sons of Do-

nogh Ballach Mac Gauran.

The castle of the sons of Hugh Mac Guire was

taken by Mac Guire and his sons, who expelled

the sons of Hugh from the country, and completely

plundered their jjeople.

AD. 14-28.

1 . The PUnrimnge of St. James was tliat of St. James ofCom-
postella iu Sjjaiii, a celebrated place of inlgrimage in former times.

2 H
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John, the son of Thomas O'Reilly, was treache-

rously slain by his own clan.

Gilbert O' Flanagan, heir to the chieftaincy of

Tura (in Fermanagh), died.

Mac Jordan Dexeter, and John Mac Costello,

made a hostile incursion into Tyrawley (in Mayo),

against Thomas Barrett and the sons of Mac Wat-

tin, whom they plundered ; Richard Barrett was

slain while pursuing the prey, and John Fionn

Mac Costello was also killed on that occasion.

H enry Barrett, the son of Wattin, died.

Ivar, son of Edmond Mac Rannall, heir to the

chieftaincy of Muintir Eoluis, was slain by Cathal,

the son of Mac Rannall.

A.D. 1429.

James Stuart, son of the regent of Scotland, and

also king presumptive of Scotland, having been

expelled from Scotland into Ireland, died, after a

fleet had come from the men of Scotland for him,

to make him king.

Niall O'Dogherty, chief of Ardmiodhair, died.

Graine, daughter of Niall More O'Neill, the wife

of O'Donnell, i. e. Torlogh of the Wine, died.

O'Flanagan of Tura, i. e. Gillaisa, was slain by

the sons of Hugh Mac Guire, in his own house, in

a nocturnal attack.

A contest arose between O'Rourke, i. e. Teige,

and O'Reilly, i. e. Owen, and the sons of Mahon
O'Reilly, and the English of Meath having joined

O'Roui-ke against O'Reilly, burned O'Reilly's

town (Cavan) ; O'Reilly then, having induced

O'Neill, the OrgiaUians (people of Monaghan and

Louth), and those of Fermanagh to come to his

aid, he sent his cattle-driving troops with those

chiefs to Achaidh Kilmore' ; O'Rourke, Mac Ma-
hon, the baron of Delvin (Nugent), and Mac Cabe,

pursued them with a great force to Achaidh Kil-

more ; O'Neill, and his sons and galloglasses, the

men of Fermanagh, with O'Reilly and his kins-

men, attacked them there, and defeated them in

the battle of Achaidh Kilmore, in which the baron

of Delvin, with Mac Cabe, Henry Mac Cabe, Der-

mod O'Rourke, and many others, were slain and

taken prisoners by O'Neill on that occasion.

A. D. 1429.

1. Achnidh Kilmore, where this battle -nas fought, is considered

to have been some place in the parisli of Kiluiore, county of Cavan.

Donogh Mac Gilfinnen died.

Hugh Direach O'Donnell, the son ofTorlogh of

the Wine, and his son, were slain byTorlogh, the son

of Niall Garv O'Donnell, on the 8th of February.

Roderick O'Dogherty died in the same quarter at

Fathan Mura Othna (Fahan of St. Mura, in Do-
negal).

The men of Brefney sustained a severe loss, both

in slain and wounded, by Muintir Feodachain

(people of Pettigo, in Fermanagh), atTuIach Odra,

on Slieve-da-chon, having lost no less than forty

persons, along with Conor, the son of Donal Mac
Sweeny, who had gone on that incursion through

folly and youth ; and some of the people of Dartry

(in Leitrim), and others of Hugh Mac Guire's clan,

were also slain.

MiuTogh, the son of O'Byrne (ofWicklow), died.

Malachy, son of Conor Anabaidh O'Kelly, son

of the lord of Hy Maine, was killed by the cast of

a dart, by Shane Cam O'Teige, of the people of

O'Conor.

Malachy O'Malley, heir to the lordship of Hy
Malia, was slain by the sons of O'Malley.

Mahon, son of Thomas O'Cuirnin, chief profes-

sor of Brefney, a learned historian and musician,

died in his own house.

O'CotFey, i.e. Malachy Mac-an-Classaigh O'Cof-

fey, was slain by Edmond, the son of Hoberd

D'Alton (in Westmeath).

A.D. 1430.

Gillananeev O'Lennan, canon and sacristan of

Lisgoole, (in Fermanagh), died.

Owen, the son of Niall Oge O'Neill, marched

a great force against the English of the plain of

Oriel (in Louth), and plundered, burned, and laid

waste all belonging to the English of the entire

plain ; he also burned the fortress ofDundalk, and

having compelled the inhabitants to submit, and

pay him tribute, he returned home with triumph

and victory.

Owen O'Neill, accompanied by the chiefs ofthe

province, marched with another great force into

Annaly (county ofLongford), and proceeded to the

old fortress (of Longford) ; he went from thence to

Coill Salaidh,where he remained for some time, after

which he proceeded to Freamhatn of Meath (near

Mullingar), to which place the Irish of the south re-

paired to Owen, to receive his pay, namely, O'Conor
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Faily, that is the Calvach ; O'Mulloy, O'Madden,

Mac Geoghegan, and O'MelaghHu ; the entire of

Westmeath, together with Kilbixey, was burned by

these forces, after which the baron of Delvin (Nu-

gent), the Phuiketts, the Herberts, and the English

ofWest Meath in general, waited on Owen O'Neill,

in order to pay him tribute, on behalf of their

country, which they did, and made peace ; Owen
then returned home victoriously and triumphantly,

and took with him the son of O'Ferrall, i.e. the

son of Donal Buidhe, to Dungannon, as a hostage

for O'Ferrall's lordship.

Mac Guire, i. e. Thomas, the Giolladuv, lord of

Fermanagh for thirty-six years, a man of unbounded

hospitality to rich and poor, a founder of monaste-

ries, churches, chapels, and many images ; a paci-

ficator of the chiefs and country ; a defender ofhis

territory against aggressors ; a man beloved both

by the laity and clergy for the justness of his go-

vernment, died, after ha%Tng gained the victorv' of

repentance and extreme unction, and his son Tho-

mas Oge was appointed his successor, according to

the election of the clergy and laity.

Niall, the son of Henry O'Neill, died.

A great contest arose between M'Carthy Riavach

and the earl, that is James (earl of Desmond) ; the

earl took the castle of Kilbritain (in the county of

Cork), from Mac Carthy, and gave it to Donogh

Mac Carthy, the brother of Mac Carthy, who was

along with him demolishing the castle.

Mac William of Clanrickard, Mac Donogh of

Tirerrill, and Bryan, the son of Donal, the son of

Murtogh O'Conor, marched a force into Con-

maicne Cuile (in Mayo), where they made great

conflagrations, slew Hugh, the son ofO'Conor Roe,

and Carbry, the son of Bryan O'Beirne, and re-

turned home victoriously ; the castle of Tulsk (in

Roscommon) was taken by Cathal, the son of

O'Conor Roe, from the sons of Torlogh Oge, the

son of Hugh, the son of Torlogh O'Conor.

Bryan, the son of Tiarnan Oge O'Rourke, was

slain by the sons of Malachy Mac Rannall, at

Maoithil Manchain (Mohill of St. Manchan, in

Leitrim) ; and Donogh, the son of Tiarnan, was

compelled to take refuge in the monastery of Mo-
hill ; Donogh, however, came out to his people un-

der the protection of INIac Rannall, and a peace

being made between them, Bryan's eraic (fine) was

after that paid by O'Rourke.

Art O'Rourke, heir to the lordship of Brefney,

was treacherously slain in his own house by his

brother's son, namely, Manns, the son of Conor
O'Rourke, a week before Easter.

Teige Mac Donogh, the son of Murtogh, died.

Wilham Roe, the son of Loghlin O'Rourke, died.

Donogh Oge, the son of Mac Loghlin, died.

Fergal, son of Boetius, the son of Teige Mac
Egan, chief Brehon of North Connaught, a man
learned in the laws and sciences, and who kept a

house of hospitality for all persons who came to

his place, died after a well-spent life.

A.D. 14.31.

O'Martain, orO'Martin, bishop of Clogher, died.

O'Maolagain, or O'MuUigan, bishop of Leigh-

lin, died.

Teige O'Heoghain, official of Lough Erne, (\'icar

general of Clogher), a man of learning, died.

Simon Mac Garraghan, one of the canons of

Lisgoole (in Fermanagh), died.

O'Conor of Corcomroe, i.e. Murtogh, was slain

by his own brother's sons.

Con O'Melaghlin, king presumptive of Meath,

was slain by the people of Annaly, and the English

of West Meath ; and his kinsman. Core, was taken

prisoner.

Gerald Cavanagh, king presumptive of Leinster,

a man distinguished for his hospitaUty and feats of

arms, died.

Mac Rannall, i. e. Geoffrey, an accomphshed

man, and the chief of his own tribe, died.

John, son of Cuchonacht, the son of Philip Mac

Guire, was slain by the people of Tullaghaw (in

Cavan), after having gone on a visit to their coun-

try at their own invitation, and Bryan Caoch, the

son of Mac Gauran, was the person who acted

treacherously towards him, which was an unpro-

fitable act for him, for he himself, and a number of

his people, were slain ; John had only seven per-

sons on his side, while those opposed to him were

forty, by whom he was overwhelmed, and thus

slain.

Mac Guire, i.e. Thomas, marched with a great

force into Tullaghaw, to be avenged for his kins-

man's death; he preyed, plundered, and spoiled

the country, and slew many of its chiefs, and also

2 H 2
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burned the town of Mac Gauran (Ballymac Gau-

ran), and victoriously returned home.

Manus Mac Mahon committed great depreda-

tions on, and slew many of, the English.

Owen O'Neill, Mac Guire, and O'Reilly,

marched with a great force to attack Mac Quillan,

(in Antrim),and jihindered and spoiled his country,

and Owen, with his forces and Caoraighacht (the

cattle-driving, or preying troops), remained half-a-

quarter of a year in the country, destroying the

corn, and burning the dwellings, and then returned

to Tyrone.

Henry, son of Owen, the son of Niall Oge

O'Neill, was taken prisoner by Naghtan O'Don-

nell ; Owen O'Neill and Naghtan having held a

conference with each other, made peace, and set-

tled their disputes, and Henry was set at liberty.

Naghtan O'Donnell went to attack the castle

of Lough Laoghaire (on the borders of Ty-

rone and Donegal, at the lower end of Lough

Erne), took it from Torlogh O'Donnell, and carried

away all the property he found in it.

The English, with a great force of cavalry,

marched to plunder the territory of Clan Caoch

O'Reillys' ; on the same day Manus, the son of

Ardgal Mac IMahon, went to plunder the English

settlements, and having received intelligence of the

proceedings of the English, he quickly went in

pursuit of them, and found them watching their

plunder ; he vigorously attacked them, took their

prey from them, made their chiefs prisoners, and

slew others of them, and returned home victo-

riously,

Donal Mac Gillpatrick, the son of the lord of

Ossory, died.

Barduv (the Dark-haired), daughter ofO'Rourke,

a pious and hospitable woman, died.

Aine, daughter of O'Rourke, the wife of O'Fer-

rall, died.

Mac Cormick of Fermanagh, i.e. Gillpatrick, and

Murtogh, the son of Philip, were slain by Donogh

Mac Cormick and his people.

Maein, son of Henry O'Gormley, was slain by

A.D. 1431.

1. The Clan Criovli O'Reilly were a powerful tribe of tlie

O'Reillvs, so called from one of their ancient chiefs named the

Caoch O'Reilly, which signified the one-eyed O'Reilly : this clan

possessed an extensive district, wliich p;ot its name from them, and

now forms the barony of Clankee, in the county of Cavan, towards

Donal, son of Teige, the son of Cathal Oge, and

by O'Duirnin.

Gilbert O'Duigenan, Owen O'Felan, a learned

poet, and Donal, the son of David O'Toole, died.

Conal, son of Naghtan O'Donnell, entered Tir

Hugh to plunder Mac Nulty ; the O'Gallaghers,

and the son of Mac Nulty overtook and slew Co-

nal, with the cast of a javelin.

Mac Murrogh, lord of Leinster, that is, Donogh,

the son of Art Cavenagh, made a hostile incursion

into the county of the town of Dublin ; the Eng-

lish marched out to oppose him, but were defeated

in the early part of the day by Mac Murrogh, who

killed many, and took much booty from them ; the

English having re-assembled on the same day,

overtook Mac Murrogh's people, who had much
booty, attacked them in the evening, defeated them,

and slew some of their party, together with Mac
Maidh Mac Teige O'Byrne; and two sonsofO'Co-

nor Kerry and O'Toole were taken prisoners.

A.D. 1432.

Art Mac Caghwell, bishop of Clogher, a man of

piety, who kept a house of general hospitality for

the poor, and the pilgrims of God, died after re-

pentance.

O'Neill, that is Donal Bocc, the son of Henry

Aimreidh, was slain in O'Kane's country by the

two sons of Dermod O'Kane, namely, Donal and

Aibhne, aided by the rest of the 0'Kanes,after they

had taken by assault the house in which he had

been ; they also slew Donal, the son of Niall, Pa-

trick O'Mulcallan, and the son of O'Mellan ; Owen,

the son of Niall Oge O'Neill, was inaugurated his

successor, on Leac-na-riogh (theStone of the kings),

at TuUaghoge (in Tyrone).

A conference was held between O'Neill (Owen),

and the sons of Donal (O'Conor Sligo), the son of

Murtogh, namely, Owen and Torlogh Carrach, at

Caoluisge (near Ballyshannon, on the river Erne),

for the purpose of combining against O'Donnell

;

four score horsemen was the number that attended

the borders of Monaghan, the term Clan Caoch being anglicised

Clankee; and it may be here mentioned that Clanmahon, another

barony in the county of Cavan, derived its name from being pos-

sessed by the clan or descendants of Mahon O'Reilly, who was lord

of Claninahon, and prince of East Brefncy, in the fourteenth

century.
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there, and the MacDonoghs (ofSHgo), also repaired

thither. O'Donnell, namely Niall, sent his party

to guard the pass, in order to prevent the con-

ference ; O'Neill and Mac Guire having come to

the narrow pass, were met by O'Donnell's people,

and as soon as Mac Guire's party landed on the

o])posite side, they were put to flight through

Miodhbolg, and a great number of persons were

killed and wounded by the Tirconnellians on that

occasion, but the sons of Donal, the son of Mur-

togh (O'Conor), arrived at the place whei'e O'Neill

was ; they shook hands, in confirmation of their

alliance and friendship to each other.

A great contest arose between O'Neill and

O'Donnell, and Henry, the son of O'Neill, having

gone to Sligo for the sons of Donal, the clan of

Murtogh (O'Conors), O'Donnell and O'Rourke,

namely Teige, and the sons of Hugh Mac (luire,

were watching them while Henry remained in the

west ; Henry, accompanied by the Carbreans (of

SUgo), entered Moyene (a plain in Fei'managh, on

the borders of Donegal, near Ballyshannon) ; and

Mac Guire, that is Thomas Oge, sailed with a fleet

to Caoluisge, (on the river Erne), to meet Henry

and the Carbreans, whom he conveyed to his

house ; O'Neill, Mac Guire, and the son of Mac-

I-Neill Claneboy, marched with a great force into

Kinel Moain, (in Donegal), in the neighbourhood

of O'Donnell, where both parties remained en-

camped opjjosite each other from the festival ofthe

cross until Lammas, and during that period many

persons were killed and wounded on both sides

;

the town of O'Donnell and the town of Naghtan

(O'Donnell) were burned on that expedition ; and

both parties retui-ned to their homes without mak-

ing peace or ceasing hostilities.

Great and frequent depredations were committed

on the English, and numbers of them slain, by

ManusMacMahon(of Monaghan),who raised their

heads on the spear-poles of the guards of the town

of Lurgan (Lurgan-Green, in the county of Louth),

Manus's own fortified residence, a disgusting

and hateful sight to those who beheld their putre-

faction.

Owen, the son of Mac Carthy Riavach, having

A.D. 1432.

1. Dnrfry of Co'mivsi. The term Coininsi sijrnifies the district

of tlie islands wliioli appears by tlie Annals to have comprised tlie

present barony of Dartry, in the county of Mojiaghan, in Mac Jla-

gone on a predatory excursion to Kinsale, was

killed by the cast of a dart.

Mac Mahon, namely, Bryan, the son of Ardgal,

having risen in opposition to O'Neill, and his own
kinsmen Roderick and Manus, went with his Cao-

raighacht (predatoiy band), to the English ; and

the English having mustered their forces, marched

with Mac Mahon into Orgiall, burned Dartry of

Coininsi', and proceeded from thence to the plain

of Armagh, and having taken out of the churches

ail the provision stores, and burned them on the

plain of the town, they took large sums from the

professors and clergy of the town, for abstaining

from burning their churches, after which the

English and Mac Mahon returned to their homes.

Malachy Maineach Mac Namara, chief of Clan

Cuilein (in Clare), died.

Teige O'Mahon (or Mac Mahon), heir to the

lordship of Corca Baiscin (in Clare) ; Maolmora

O'Reilly, and Torlogh, son of John O'ReiUy (in

Cavan); and Cathal, son of Thomas O'Ferrall,

died.

O'Duigenan, that is, Matthew Glas of Kih-onan,

a learned professor of history, died.

Gregory, son ofJohn O'Maolconiy, the intended

chief historian (of Connaught), died.

Teige, son of Donal, the son of Bryan O'Dowd,

lord of Hy Fiachra (in Shgo), a man who secured

his hereditary property to every person in his

country, both lay and ecclesiastical, a man who pa-

tronized poets and learned men, died on the 16th

of January.

Niall Roe, the son of Henry O'Neill, died.

Walter Burke, the grandson ofthe earl of Ulster,

a charitable, humane man, died.

O'Donnell committed great depredations on

O'Neill ; Bryan Oge O'Neill also committed plun-

ders on O'Neill the same day.

A great contest arose between O'Carroll, lord of

Ely (in Tipperary and King's county), and the

earl of Ormond ; and the earl, having marched with

a great force into Ely, spoiled the country, and de-

mohsbed O'Carroirs two castles.

j\Iac Murrogh, lord of Leinster, greatly spoiled

the English settlements, but the Enghsh having

hon's country, and also some adjoininjr parts ahout the islands and

rivers, on the borders of Cavan and i'ermanagh, as mentioned in

these Annals at the year 1520.
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made an attack on him, he put them to flight, took

Waher Tobin and others prisoners, and slew and

wounded many more.

A.D. 1433.

A great contest arose between the Tirconnellians

and the Tyronians ; and O'Donnell, namely, Niall

Garv, the son of Torlogh oi'the Wine, marched his

forces into Duv Thrian (the Black District), to aid

Mac Quillan' ; and O'Neill, that is, Owen, led a

great force in pin'suit of O'Donnell and INIac Quil-

lan ; at this time Mac Donnell of Scotland came

with a large fleet to aid O'Neill, and the Scots

proceeded to attack the preying parties of Mac
Quillan, and of Robert Savadge, whom they over-

came, and committed great slaughter and destruc-

tion on Robert's and Mac Quillan's people ; and

such of their party as escaped from the Duv Thrian

were mostly slain at the shallow pass at Newcastle

(in the parish of Kilcoo, county of Down) ; after

that O'Neill, Henry his son, and Mac Donnell,

marched with their forces to Ardglass, which they

burned ; and Mac Donnell afterwards, with his

Scots, proceeded from Ardglass in their ships to

Inisowen (inDonegal), whileO'Neill with his party

proceeded by land to co-operate with them in plun-

dering Tirconnell ; at this time Naghtan O'Don-

nell, and the daughter of O'Conor Failey, the wife

of O'Donnell, with the sons of the Tirconnellian

chiefs, met them in Inisowen, and made peace with

O'Neill, without O'Donnell's permission ; and

O'Donnell, with Mac Quillan, went to the English

of Meath, and entered into terms of alliance and

friendship with them, and also with the king's

viceroy ; and they marched a great force to the

plain of Armagh, and the English ravaged the mo-

nastery, but returned home without gaining a con-

quest on that expedition. O'Donnell went west-

ward through Meath to Athlone, from thence to

Hy Maine and through the plain ofConnaught in-

A.D. 1433.

1. The Mnc Quillans, of vihom an account has been given in

the note on Dalriada, were powerful chiefs, and possessed a large

territory in the northern part of the county of Antrim ; they are

said to have come originally from Wales in the twelfth century,

and the name is stated to have been Mac Lewillyn, in Irish Mac
Uidhilin. After long and fierce contests they were finally con-

quered, and dispossessed of their territory, by the .Mac Donnellsof
the Hebrides, or Lords of the Isles, several chiefs of whom, with
powerful forces, came from Scotland, and settled in Antrim, as

to Moylurg (in Roscommon) to Mac Dermott and

to O'Rourke, thatisTeige, the sonofTiarnan, and

O'Rourke accompanied him across the river Erne
;

O'Neill and Mao Guire came to Caoluisge to hold

a conference with O'Donnell, where they concluded

amicable terms with each other; Mac Quillan was

protected by the English of the plain of Oriel,

after he had been expelled by O'Neill.

Eignachan O'DonneU, the son of Torlogh, went

to plunder his brother, Donogh O'Donnell of the

Wood, who pursued and slew him at Belathcaolain.

A contest took place between Mac Rannall of

the plain and the sons of Malachy Mac Rannall

;

the sons of Malachy, having engaged for payment

the services of the Clan Mahon Mac Cabe, made

an incm-sion into the plain, and burned the town

of Cathal Mac Rannall; the other party, having

mustered a large body, pursued them when leaving

the town, and having perceived the sons of Mahon
(Mac Cabe), in the rear of the plundering

party, they slew three of Mahon's sons, Ross, Do-

nogh, and Bryan, with many others, and Roderick,

their eldest brother, was taken prisoner, being half

dead at the time, but the fifth son, Torlogh Bal-

lach, made his escape ; Una, the daughter ofJohn

O'Reilly, was their mother.

Cathal, son of Manus Mac Guire, a man who

kept a house of general hospitality, died, and his

son Cathal was appointed his successor by O'Neill

and Mac Guire.

Cathal Duv, the son of O'Conor Roe, died.

Margaret, the daughter of O'Carroll, the wife of

Calvach O'Conor Faily, gave two general enter-

taiiunents to the learned men and clergy.

A famine occurred in the summer of this year,

whichwas designatedfor alongtimeafterwards "the

summer of slight acquaintance," for no one would

recognize friend or relative on account of the great-

ness of the famine.

O'Kane, i. e. Geoffrey, the son of Conmuidh

O'Kane, died.

mentioned in these Annals, in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries,

and from them are descended the noble family of the Mac Don-

nells, earls of Antrim ; and it may be here observed, that the Mac
Donnells of the Hebrides, styled Lords of the Isles in Scotland,

were originally descended from the Irish chiefs who settled in Al-

bany, and were of the race of Clan Colla, of whom an account lias

been given in the note on Orgiall. The family of the Savadges, so

frequently mentioned at this period, were of English descent, and

had large possessions in the county of Down.
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Mac Namara, the son of Conceand More, chief

of Clan Cuileln, died.

Mac Quillan, having been expelled from his own
country by the Mac-I-Neills of Claneboy, was

forced to take refuge in the Ardes of Ulidia (in

county of Down), with Savadge.

A. D. 1434.

Felim, son of Mahon O'Loughlin, bishop of

Kilfinabra (Kilfenora), died.

A contest arose between O'Donnell, i. e. Niall,

and his brother Naghtan, on account of the death

of Eignaghan O'Donnell, and many depredations

and slaughters were committed on both sides

;

Naghtan havino; allied himself to the sons of Do-

nal, the son of Murtogh (O'Conor), O'Donnell

plundered the plain, and also Carbury (in Sligo),

on the sons of Donal, the son of Murtogh, and

Naghtan. Naghtan, Bryan, the son of Donal,

and all the sons of Donal, having entered the plain

in Tir Hugh, to retaliate for those depredations,

they burned the dwellings, slew some, and took

much booty ; Naghtan again entered Tir Connell,

and plundered Conor, the son of O'Donnell, and

Conor entered the territory of Carbury, and plun-

dered the whole district ; the same contest having

continued between O'Donnell and Naghtan, the

latter joined Mac Quillan, and Bryan Oge O'Neill,

to carry on the contest against O'Donnell ; O'Don-

nell and O'Neill besieged Naghtan's castle, namely,

Castlefin (in county of Donegal), and having re-

mained there for a considerable time carrying on

the siege, they found it impossible to take the for-

tress.

Luke O'Lennon, prior of Lisgoole ; and Mat-

thew O'Congaile (or O'Connelly), erenach of Ros-

soi-y (both in Fermanagh), died.

O'Neill, i. e. Owen, and O'Donnell, that is Niall,

marched with the whole forces of the province (of

Ulster), to spoil and plunder the English of Meath
;

the English of Dundalk came to O'Neill, and paid

him his tribute, and gave him much valuable arti-

cles besides; they (O'Neill and O'Donnell), after-

wards proceeded and burned the j)lain of Oriel

;

and the sons of O'Neill went to burn some

of the fortresses belonging to some of the English,

and while engaged in the burning they did not

perceive themuntilthe king's viceroy, with his forces,

came up to them ; Henry and Hugh, the sons of

O'Neill, sent their party before them, while they

themselves covered the retreat, and made their

escape without losing a man.

O'Donnell and his sonTorlogh, heir to the lord-

ship of Tirconnell, and Mac Caghwell, passed in

another direction the same day to plunder pro-

perty, but unfortunately for them they were met by
an immense body of English cavalry, who sur-

rounded them on every side ; they defended them-

selves for a long time, until at length Torlogh

O'Donnell, Mac Caghwell, and Hugh Macanaspy

Mac Caghwell, with many others, were slain

;

O'Donnell, after the loss of his people, was taken

prisoner, and was delivered bound to the son of

John Stanley (Sir Thomas Stanley), the king's

viceroy, who had come to Ireland, and he was sent

to Dublin to be imprisoned ; and the son of Manus
Caoch O'Donnell was also taken pi-isoner along

with O'Donnell on that occasion.

O'Rourke, i. e. Teige, the son of Tiarnan ; Donn
Cathach Mac Guire ; and O'Byrne, i.e. Donogh, died.

Maolisa ]Mac Conway, chief poet of O'Neill (in

Tyrone), and Sencha Mac Curtin, chief historian

of Thomond, a man versed in various arts, died.

Dermod, son of Murtogh Garv O'Shaughnessy,

was killed by his own horse, while it was in the

act of being shod.

O'Kelly, Mac Dermott, and Teige, the son of

O'Conor Roe, went to attack Ballintobber ; they

and the people of the town having fought, many
persons were killed and wounded, both inside and

outside of the town ; and one of the party outside

having chipjjed the end ofa wattle which he held in

his hand, he lighted and cast it into the town, which

having fallen on the side of a house, set it on tire,

which communicated to the next house, until the

greater portion of the town and wall were bm'ned,

with an immense deal of valuable property.

A. D. 1435.

The Red bishop, O' Hara, bishop ofAchonrj', died.

O'Donnell, i. e. Nial Garv, was conveyed to

England.

An extraordinary frost and ice occurred this year,

which was so intense that the people were enabled

to travel over all the lakes and rivers of Ireland

on the ice.

O'Ferrall, i. e. Donal, the son ofJohn, chief of

Annaly, died.
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Bran O'Byrne, heir to the lordship of Crioch

Branach (O'Byrne's country, in Wicklow), died.

O'Neill having mai-ched with his forces into

Fermanagh, pitched his camp at Creev O'Fuad-

dachain (Pettigo), where he remained three days

and three nights ; the people of Fermanagh sent

their cattle and other properties over Lough Erne

westward, not in boats, but on the ice of the lake,

over which horses and beasts of burden passed

from the greatness of the frost. Mac Guire, hav-

ing collected his forces to oppose O'Neill, made

peace with him, and afterwards joined him, upon

which O'Neill marched with his troops into Tir-

connell, and burned and ])lundered a great portion

of it, on which occasion he slew John, the son of

Donal O'Donnell, with the cast of a javelin, and

returned home victoriously.

Donal, son of Owen Mac Carthy, a general be-

nefactor to the jioor and indigent, was killed by

Teige, son of Cormac, the son of Dermod Mac
Carthy.

Don Mac Conchonacht Mac Guire died in ca-

nonical orders at Cluain Eois (Clones), after having

gained the victory of repentance, having previous-

ly resigned the cares of this world for the love of

God.

Bryan Oge O'Neill and Naghtan O'Donnell

combined in a contest against O'Neill and his sons

Henry and Owen ; O'Neill and his sons marched

with their preying parties into Kinel Moain, to

meet Naghtan and Bryan, and did not halt until

he encamped in the Rosses (in Donegal) ; when

Naghtan and Bryan Oge received intelligence of

this, they hastily collected their forces together to

attack O'Neill's camp, and having marched di-

rectly, they attacked O'Neill and beat him out of his

camp, and took possession of it ; O'Neill, his sons,

and Mac Donnell of the galloglasses, felt ashamed

and dissatisfied at being dislodged after that man-

ner, and, by the advice and entreaty of Henry,

they came to the resolution of retaking the camp

by surprise ; but the young soldiers became over

excited, suddenly and rashly rushed forward in a

confused and disorderly manner to attack the

camp, led on by Henry, and never halted until

tliey got among the thick of the enemy ; Mac
Donnell of the galloglasses and Mac Sweeny of

Fanad, having encountered each other, heroes

were hacked and harassed on either side in every

direction ; friends or foes could not distinguish

each other from the darkness of the night, and the

close contact of those engaged ; sparks of fire

flashed from the helmets of warriors, and from the

swords of champions ; Hugh O'Neill and Brj'an

O'Neill having met in a personal encounter, Hugh
made a thrust of his spear at Bryan, and wounded

him severely, after which, Bryan and Naghtan

withdrew from the fight, leaving the galloglasses

after them ; Mac Sweeney having perceived

Naghtan and Bryan Oge retiring from him, he

commanded a retreat, which he himself covered,

and thus left the field without dispute to O'Neill

;

Heniy and his kinsmen having noticed this, they

jHirsued Mac Sweeney to SUeve Truim, where

they defeated him, and took himself and many
others of his people prisoners, and O'Neill vias

thus victorious on that expedition. Naghtan

O'Donnell gave the castle of Ballyshannon to

Biyan Oge O'Neill, on condition that he should

join him in the contest against O'Neill; but Bryan

afterwards deceived him, and, after having left his

guards in the castle of Ballyshannon, he proceeded

to O'Neill's place, without the knowledge of

Naghtan ; but as soon as Bryan appeared before

O'Neill, he was made prisoner by him, and he cut

off one of his hands and one of his feet, and he

also treated his two sons in the same manner, of

which one of them instantly died.

O'Gara was killed by his own kinsmen, on Inis-

bolg at Lough Teched (Lough Gara in Sligo).

Donal, son of Fergal Caoch O'Hara, was slain

by the son of Manus, the son of Dermod Mac
Donogh.

The castle of O'Rourke was taken by Donogh

BacachO'Rourke from the sons of Teige O'Rourke,

after which the sous of Tiarnan O'Rourke commit-

ted depredations on Donogh Bacach at Coillanan-

ma (in Leitrim).

Loghlin O'Rourke, the son of Teige O'Rourke,

was nominated the O'Rourke.

Naghtan O'Donnell committed great depreda-

tions on O'Neill.

Bryan Oge, the son of Henry O'Neill, having

gone on a predatory incursion into Tirhugh, a party

from the house of O'Donnell, i. e. Niall, overtook

him, and recovered the prey, took himself prisoner,

and slew a great number of his people.

Cormac O'Donnallan, the son of Malachy

;
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Donal Bacach O'Higgin ; and Carbry O'Cuirniii,

died.

Mac Watten, i. e. Roljert Barrett, lord of Ty-

rawley, a charitable, humane, and hospitable man,

and one who defended his territorial estates in

despite of the English of Connaught, died.

A. D. 1436.

O'Conor Faily carried on a great war against the

English, by burning, plundering, and slaying, in

revenge of O'Donnell, his relative by marriage,

whom they had in conlinement.

Niall, son of Owen O'Neill, with many of his

people, were slain in an attack made on him in his

own house by the clan Mac Kenna of Truagh (in

Monaghan), aided by the sons of Henry O'NeiU,

and by the Orgiallians.

Conor, son of John O'Reilly, the son of the

lord of Brefney, a man distinguished for his hos-

pitality, died.

The Cranoge of Lough Leaiy (a fortress on the

lake in lower Lough Erne), was taken possession of

by the sons of Bryan O'Neill ; O'Neill and Henry

(O'Neill), having come to the lake, they sum-

moned thither Thomas Oge Mac Guire, and he

having arrived, they commenced constructing

boats to go to the Cranoge, but the sons of Bryan,

who were then in the Cranoge, came to the resolu-

tion of delivering it up to O'Neill, and of making

peace with him ; O'Neill and Mac Guire after

that went on a hostile incursion into Tirhugh,

where they committed great depredations and

damages, and afterwards returned to their homes.

Morogh, son of Cormac Mac Donogh, heir to

the lordship ofTlrerrill, died.

The sons of Tomaltagh Oge Mac Donogh went

on a hostile incursion into Coolavin (in Sligo), to

attack O'Gara and Teige Mac Donogh, but were

put to flight, and seven of them slain, along with

Conor Cam O'Gara, who had treacherously slain

O'Gara, his own brother, on a previous occasion.

Manus Roe, son of Malachy, the son of Flaherty

O'Rourke, died.

Gillaisa Mac Egan, chief Brehon to Mac Wat-

ten (Barrett of Mayo), a pious, charitable, and

humane man, and professor of a school oflaws and

poetrj', died.

Geanan Mac Curtin, the intended chief histo-

rian of Thomond, was drowned ; and there was
not in the south of Ireland a better historian in his

time.

A.D. 1437.

The archbishop of Connaught (Tuam) of the

Bermingham family, died.

A peace was concluded between O'NeiU and

Naghtan O'Donnell.

Conor O'Donnell made a hostile attack on the

son of Naghtan O'Donnell, on which occasion the

two sons of Owen Roe Mac Sweeny, with many
others, were slain.

A contest arose between O'Conor Faily and his

brother Cahir O'Conor, who, having joined the

English, led them into Otfaley, and burned the

town of Dermod O'Conor, with several other cas-

tles, and slew and wounded many people.

O'Conor Faily also earned on a great contest

against the English of Meath, during which he

plundered and slew many of them.

Henry O'Ryan, lord of Hy Drona (Idrone, in

the county of Carlow), died.

Mac Costello, i. e. Edmond of the Plain (in

Mayo), died.

A great contention arose between Mac Mahon
and Manus Mac Mahon, on which occasion Manus

joined O'Neill and his sons, and Mac Mahon join-

ed the English.

A ereat contest broke out between O'Neill
o

and young Bryan O'Neill.

Malachy O'Maolconry, and Gillpatrick, the son

of Conor O'Cormick, died.

A. D. 1438.

LoghHn O'Gallagher, Bishop of Raphoe, died.

The prior of Kill Maighneann (Kilmainham, at

Dublin), grandson of the earl of Kildare, died.

The abbot ofKilnamanagh, and NicholasO'Mee-

ny, vicar of Castleconnor (both in Shgo), died of

the plague.

Donogh O'Donnell of the Wood was slain by

Conor Don O'Donnell, in Tirenda (in Donegal),

who plundered him on the same occasion.

Cahir O'Dogherty died ; Philip Mac Guire was

taken prisoner by Mac Guire.

Conor, the son of ]\Iurtogh O'Dowd, lord of

Clan Donogh O'Dowd, and his three sons, were
2 I
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treacherously killed at night by his own kinsmen,

namely, Taichleach, son of Coi'mac, the son of

Donogh O'Dovvd, Roderick, the son ofTaichleach,

Loghlin, the grandson of Loghlin O'Dowd, and

Henrj' Barrett.

William, the son of Roderick O'Dowd, died.

O'Conor Faily still carried on the war against

the English of Meath, in revenge for O'Donnell.

The son of Mac Clancy, that is, Henry Ballach,

was slain by a party of the people of Fermanagh,

at the town of Bryan O'Higgin, in Moyene (near

Lough Erne).

John, the son of Edmond Burke, died of the

small-pox ; and WiUiam Barrett, the son of Mac
Watten, died.

WiUiam, the son of John Burke, died at his own
house.

A peace was concluded between O'Conor Faily

and his brother, Cahir O'Conor.

O'Brien, i. e. Teige, the son of Bryan O'Brien,

was deposed by his brother Mahon, who had him-

self nominated the O'Brien.

Richard, the son of Bermingham, died.

Jordan, the son of John Mac Costello, died.

O'Clumhain (O'Coleman), chiefpoet to O'Hara,

died.

Donogh, son of Siodraidh O'Cumeen, a learned

historian (in Leitrim) ; O'Daly of Brefney, that is

Hugh, chief poet to O'Reilly ; and Conor Mac
Egan, chief Brehon of Clanrickard, died.

A.D. 1439.

A lord justice', the king of England's viceroy,

an'ived in Ireland, and was taken prisoner by Ca-

hir, the son of O'Conor Faily ; after he had re-

mained some time in confinement he was ransomed

by the English of Dublin, who deUvered the son of

Plunket in his stead to Cahir.

O'Donnell, namely Niall, was conveyed to the

Isle of Man, in order that he might be redeemed

from the English, and a hundred marks were given

to ascertain his ransom ; but O'Donnell, that is

Niall Garv, died while in captivity in the Isle of

Man ; he was the most prized hostage in Tircon-

A.D. 1439.
1. The Lord Justice. In 1438, Lionel, lord Wells, was ap-

pointed lord lieutenant of Ireland ; and in 1439 Richard Talbot,

archbishop of Dublin, was lordjnstice ; in 1440 James Butler, earl

of Orniond, was appointed lord lieutenant, hut it is difficult to say

nell and Tyrone, and of the north in general ; the

chief subject of conversation of the north of Ire-

land, in his time ; the spoiler and subduer of the

English, imtil at length they were revenged ofhim

for all he had committed against them ; a defender

and protector of his tribe against the English and

Irish who opposed him before and subsequent to

his appointment to the lordship ; Naghtan O'Don-
nell, liis brother, was appointed his successor.

Mac Guire was taken prisoner by Donal Ballach

Mac Guire, in Mac Guire's own town, and Donal

also liberated Philip Mac Guire, on the same day

;

and the chains by which Philip was bound were

then put upon Mac Guire, in his own house, by

Donal ; when Henry O'Neill received intelligence

of Mac Guire's imprisonment, he collected his

forces, and marched to Port-Abla-Faolain to meet

Donal and Philip, who had Mac Guire in confine-

ment; Mac Guire was liberated, and other hostages

were received in his stead, namely, Edmond Mac
Guire, his son, Mac Guire's wife, the daughter of

Mac Geoghegan, and others besides; and the castle

of Inis Ceathleann(Enniskillen),was then dehvered

up to Donal Ballach Mac Guire.

Teige Caoch, son of Hugh, the son of Philip of

the Battle-Axe Mac Guire, died.

Feredach, the son of Dun, the son of Cucho-

nacht Mac Guire, was slain by the people of Oriel.

Henry Roe, the son of Bryan Mac Gilfinnen,

chiefof Muintir Peodachain (in Fermanagh), died.

More, the daughter of Hugh Mac Gauran, the

wife of the son of Bryan Mac Manns, died.

O'Conor of Connaught, namely, Cathal, the king

of Connaught, son of Roderick, died on the 19th of

March, in consequence ofwhich a war arose through

the plain of Connaught (Roscommon), between the

Clan Mac Fehm (O'Conors Roe), and the clan of

Toi-logh (O'Conors Don), for Teige, the son of

O'Conor Roe, was nominated the O'Conor by the

Clan jNIac Felim, and Hugh, the son of O'Conor

Don, was nominated the O'Conor also by Bryan,

son of Donal, the sonof Murtogh (O'Conor Sligo),

and his kinsmen, and by the Mac Donoghs (of

Sligo).

which of these was taken prisoner by O'Conor. The son of Plun-
ket here mentioned was probably the son of sir Christopher Plun-
ket, who had been lord deputy in 1432, under the lord lieutenant,

sir Thomas Stanley.
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0'Dogherty,that is, John Balb,the son of Conor,

chief of Ard Miodhair (in Donegal), died, and his

brother Donal succeeded him.

Dermod O'Dowd, the son of the O'Dowd,
namely Donal, heir to the lordship of Tireragh,

died.

O'Hara Duv, Donogh, the son of John O'Hara,

having entered amongst the friars in the monastery

of Beann Fhooda (Banada, in Sligo), resigned his

lordship in favour of his brother Cormac, the

son of John, who was nominated the O'Hara

;

and Cormac's place was conferred on John Mac-
an-Easpuic O'Hara.

The son of O'Hara of the Plain, namely, Cor-

mac, the son of Teige, and Hugh, the son of Der-

mod Mac Donogh, died.

The son of Niall Riavach O'Conor was killed b}'

Donal, the son of Murtogh Mac Donnell.

The plague raged most violently in Dublin, of

which three thousand of the inhabitants, men, wo-

men, and children, died, from the beginning of

Spring to the end of May ; Donogh, the son of

O'Dowd, i. e. Teige ; Conor, son of Donal, the son

of Cormac Mac Donogh, and his wife, the daugh-

ter of Teige Mac Donogh; the vicar of Imleach

Iseal (in the parish of Easkey, county of Sligo)

;

Donogh, the son of Tomaltach O'Bolan ; and Ed-

mond Burke, the son of Mac William of Clanri-

card, heir to the lordship of Clanricard, all died of

the plague.

Owen O'Flaherty was treacherously killed in his

bed by night, bj' a farmer of his own tenantry.

Donal, son of Roderick, the son of Taichleach

O'Dowd, had his eyes put out, and was hanged

by Donogh, the son of Murtogh O'Dowd ; Catlial,

the son of Cormac O'Dowd, and his son, were

killed by Teige Roe, the son of Murtogh O'Dowd,

on the same day, at the mstigation of the foremen-

tioned Donogh.

Depredations were committed by O'Conor, i. e.

Hugh, the son of O'Conor Don, on Mac Costello

Roe.

O'Mithidhein, or O'Meehan, of Bealach-, the

coarb of St. Molaise, died.

2. Beallnch, now Ballaghameehan, a parish in tlie county of

Leitrim, and diocese of Kilmore, part of tlie ancient Rossinver,

wliere tlie O'Meebans were tlie cliief clan : hence it got its name
from them, and their patron saint was Molaise of Devenish, a ce-

lebrated saint in the sixth century ; and a curious relic, consisting

A. D. 1440.

Mac William Burke, namely, Walter, the son of

Thomas, the son of sir Edmond Albanach, lord of

the English of Connaught, and of many of the

Irish, died of the plague a week before the festival

of the Cross in Harvest ; and Edmond Burke, his

brother, was nominated the INIac William in suc-

cession.

O'Donnell, i. e. Naghtan, and O'Neill, namely,

Owen, made peace with each other.

O'Dogherty, i. e. Donal, the son of Conor, chief

ofArd Miodhair, died, and two O'Dogherties were

nominated his successors, namely, Edmond, the

son of Conor, and Hugh, the son of John.

Magrath, namely, Matthew, the son of Marcus,

the coarb of Termon Dabeog (abbot of Lough
Dearg, in Donegal), died, and Shane Buidhe was

appointed his successor.

Bryan, son of Donal, the son of Murtogh O'Co-

nor, lord ofNorth Connaught (O'Conor Sligo), the

star of valom" and bravery of the Irish in his time,

died two days before the festival of St. John, having

been thirty-seven years in the lordship.

Manus Eoganach Mac Guire, the son of Philip,

and Catherine, daughter of Don, the son ofCucho-

nacht Mac Guire, the wife of Manus Mac Guire's

sou, died.

Ross, son of John Mac Guire, and Fehm Roe,

son of Donogh Roe Mac Guire, were slain.

Donal O'Breslen, a learned Brehon, and the in-

tended chief professor of Fermanagh, died.

Duibhgen Gruama O'Duigenan (ofRoscommon),

a learned historian, died.

Manus O'Donal, the son of Donal, was killed at

Bunleacaigh, by the Mac Sweenys of Connaught

;

and Conor, the son of John Easboc,that is, Mac-an-

Easpoic the ConalUan, and Dermod, the son ofDo-

nogh Mac Hugh, the historian of O'Donnell, were

slain on the same day; another son ofDonal O'Don-

nell and a number of theConnallians,slew the son of

Mac Sweeny, namely Conor Mac Sweeny, in re-

venge for his kinsman.

Graine, daughter of O'Kelly, the wife of Teige

O'Brien, died.

of a metal box, which contained the gospel of St. Molaise, and

was brought by him from Rome, is still in the possession of the

family of the O'Meebans, having been preserved among that tribe

for a period of more than twelve hundred years.

2 I 2
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The castle of O'Boyle's Town (in Donegal) was
taken by the son ofDonal, the son of O'Donnell, he

having obtained an advantageous opportunity, and
in it he found much property, money, clothes, and
armour ; but the castle was retaken by O'Donnell
and given to O'Boyle, and the sous of Donal
O'Donnell, who were in the castle, were taken by
O'Donnell, and imprisoned for their misdeeds,

O'Rourke, that is, Loghlin, the son ofTeige,

was taken prisoner by the sons of Art O'Rourke,

who delivered him to Donogh Ballach Mac
Gauran, and his sons, and they handed him over

to the sons of Tiarnan O'Rourke, after which a

contest arose in Brefney between the sons of Tiar-

nan O'Rourke and the sons of Teige O'Rourke,

so that they disturbed the country between them.

Fionguala, daughter of O'Dogherty and wife of

O'Donnell, died.

O'Conor Faily, with his sons and his brother

Cahir, having gone into Leix O'Moore (in Queen's

county), on a predatory incursion, the earl of Des-
mond and Mac Gillpatrick overtook them, after

they had sent the prey on before them ; O'Conor
was defeated, and his son Con and sixty of his

soldiers were slain.

The castle of O'Dogherty, i.e. the castle of

Cuil Macantrcoin (in Donegal), was taken by
O'Donnell.

Mac Watten, i. e. Thomas, the son of Ileniy

Barrett, lord of Tyrawley, died on the fifteenth

day of July ; and the grandson of Barrett was
nominated the Mac Watten.

The son of O'Rourke, namely, Hugh, the son of

Hugh Buidhe O'Rourke, heir to the lordship of

Brefney, was treacherously slain by the son of

Dermod Nangamhnach O'Rourke, at Druim-da-
ethiar (Dromahaire), together with the wife of

Donogh Bacach O'Rourke.

Donal, son of Cormac Mac Donagh, heir to the

lordship of Tirerrill ; O'Dugan the historian,

John, the son of Cormac ; and Duibhgen Gruama
O'Duigenan, chief historian to Mac Donogh (of

Shgo), died.

A.D. 1441.

Thomas O'Kelly, archbishop of Connaught
(Tuam), died.

Gillpatrick O'Maoluidhir, abbot of Clogher,

died.

Murtogh, son of Cathal More Mac Manus,
archdeacon of Clogher, and parson of Aireach

Maolain (Aughnamullen in Monaghan), died.

Donal O'Moghan, abbot of the monastery of

Boyle, the most distinguished man in the province

of Connaught, for wisdom, knowledge, and preach-

ing, died.

Conor, son of Teige Mac Donogh, lord of Tirer-

rill, the chief patron of the clergy of Ireland in his

time, died after having gained the victory over the

world and the devil.

Mac Donnell, of Clan Kelly (in Fermanagh),

was killed by the sons of Donal, the son of Cucho-

nacht Mac Guire ; and great depredations were

committed by Mac Guire, i. e. Thomas, on the

sons of Annadh Mac Donnell ; and the grandson of

Edmond Mac Donnell was slain by him on the

same expedition.

Conor Oge Mac Guire died, after having

resigned the cares of this world.

O'Maolconry, i. e. Maolin, the son of Tanaidhe,

the son of Paidin, chief professor of Siol Murray

(Roscommon), the most respected and honoured

man in Ireland in his time, died on the thirteenth

of February, and was honourably interred in the

church of Cloonaffe ; and Dermod Roe, the son of

Donogh Ban O'Maolconry, died in a month after.

Pierce Cam O'Luinin, a learned historian and

genuine poet, erenach ofArdes and of Trian Airigh

Maolain (probably j^jdes in the county of Down,
or Ardmagilligan in Derry), a man highly respected

and venerated, died.

O'Kennedy Roe, i.e. Roderick, the son of

Philip Liath (the grey), lord of Ormond; and

Thomas, the son of O'Kennedy Don, died.

The castle of O'Madden, i.e. the castle of Port-

an-Tulchain on the Shannon (in Galway), was

taken by Mac William Oughter, and by the sons

of Rickard O'Madden ; and O'Madden was taken

prisoner in it, with fourteen prisoners, who were

in the town ; they took besides much valuable pro-

perty, including armour and arms.

Cormac Mac Gauran committed great depreda-

tions on the sons of Donach Ballach Mac Gauran.

O'Higgin i. e. Maiion Roe, a genuine poet, died.

A.D. 1442.

MacCarthy Riavach, lord ofHy Eachach (Ivaugh
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in the county of Cork), in Munster, and the abbot

O'Carthy, died.

Ossory, Offaley, and Leix.—In the present article will be given
the history and tiipography of the territories comprised in Kil-

kenny, King's and Queen's counties, with tlieir ciiiefs and clans,

and the possessions of eacli in ancient and modem times.

Ancient History.—An account of the ancient liistory and inha-

bitants of Leinster has been already given in the note on Hy Kiii-

sellagh and Cnalan.

I. Ossory comprised almost the whole of the present county of

Kilkenny, witii a small part of the south of Tipperary, and also

that portion nf tlic Queen's county now called the barony of Upper
Ossory ; and the name of this ancient principality, whicii was also

called the kingdom of Ossory, is still retained in the diocese of
Osssory. Ancient Ossory, according to some accounts, extended
from the river Nore to the Suir, and was sometimes subject to the

kings of Leinster, but mostly to the kings of Munster ; and it is

stated by O'Halbiran, Mac Geoghegan, and others, tiiat Conaire

Mor, or Conary tlie (ireat, who was monarch of Ireland at the

commencement of the Christian era, having made war on the peo-

ple of Leinster, to punish them for having killed his father, Eder-
sceol, monarch of Ireland, imposed on them a tribute, of which an

account has been given in the note on Hy Kinsellagh ; and he se-

parated Ossory from Leinster, and having added it to Munster,
gave it to a prince of his own race, named Aongus, and freed it

from all dues to the kings of Munster, except the honour of com-
posing their body-s:uards ; hence Aongus was surnained Amhas-
Kigh, signifying the king's guard, and from this circumstance,

according toO'IIalloran, the territory got the wameoiAmhns-H'iyhy
changed afterwards to Osralyhey and anglicised Ossory. Tlie

Mac Gillapadraics, or Fitzpatricks, of whom an account is here-

after given, were in ancient times princes of Ossory.

Offaley, or O/jIinlcy, in Irish Hy Failge, derived its name from
Rossa Failge, or Uossa of the Rings, king of Leinster, son of Cahir
More, monarch of Ireland tovvards the end of the second century,

of whom an account has been given in the note on Hy Kinsellagh.

The extensive territory of Hy Falgia, possessed by the posterity of

Rossa Failge, comprised almost tlie whole of the present King's

county, with some adjoining ])arts of Kiidare and Queen's county
;

and afterwards under tile O'Conors, who were the head family of

the descendants of Rossa Failge, and styled princes of Offaley, the
territory of Ofl'aiey appears to have comprised the present tiaronies

of Warrenstown and Coolestown, and the greater part of Philips-

town, and part of Geashill, in the King's county, with the barony
of Tinehinch, in Queen's coimty, and those of East and West Ot^-

faley, in Kiidare, in which the ancient name of this principality is

still retained.

Zeix.—In the latter end of the first century, the people of Mun-
ster made war on Cuchorb, king of Leinstei', and conquered that

province as far as the hill of Maistean, now Mullaghiuast, in tiie

county of Kiidare ; but Cuchorb having appointed, as commander-
in-chief of his forces, Lughaidh Laighis, a famous n-arrior, who
was grandson to the renowned hero, Conall Cearnach, or Conall
the Victorious, chief of the Redbranch knights of Ulster, both ar-

mies fought two terrific battles about A.D. 90, one at Afhtrodntij
now Athy, in Kihiare, and tiie other at Cainthine, on Magh Itta-
dn, now the plain or heatli of Maryboro, in the Queen's county, in

which, after many thousands had been slain on each side, the men
of Leinster were victorious, having routed the Munster troops from
the hill of Maistean across the river Bearbha, now the Barrow, and
pursued the remnant of their forces as far as Sliabh Dala mountain,
or Beallach Mor, in Ossory, near Borris in Ossory, on the l)orders

of Tipperary and Queen's county. Cuchorb being thus reinstated

in his kingdom of Leinster, chiefly through the valour of his ge-
neral, Lughaidh Laighis, in gratitude conferred on him an exten-
sive territory, to which he gave the name o^ LaoighUe, or the

seven districts of Laoighis, a name anglicised to Lcist or Leix, and
still retained in the name of .'Vbbeylei.x. This territory was pos-

sessed by Lughaidh Laoighis and his posterity, who were styled

princes of Leix ; they were famous warriors, and held high honors
and privileges inider the kings of Leinster, being hereditary mar-
shals and treasurers of that province ; and it is stated that the

The son of William Barrett, the dean of Killala,

died.

chief commander of the king of Leinster's galloglasses was always
appointed to collect the tributes of the princes of Leix. The
descendants of Lughaidh Laoighis, in after times, took the name
O'JIordha, or O'Morra, anglicised O'Moore, held for many cen-
turies their rank as princes of Leix, and furnished many of the most
valiant chiefs of Leinster, of whom an account is given in the sub-
sequent part of the present article. The territory of Leix, under
the O'Moores, comprised the present baronies of Marylioro, Culli-
nagh, Ballyadams, Stradbally, and partof Portnehinch, in Queen's
county, together with Athy, and the adjoining country in Kiidare,
now part of the baronies of Narragh ancl Rheban. The other j)arts

of the Queen's county, as already shewn, formed parts of other
principalities : the barony of Upper Ossory belonged to Ossory

;

Tinehinch to Offaley
;
part of Portnehinch to O'Dempsey of Clan

Maliere, and the barony ofSlievemargy was part of Hy Kinsellagh.
The territories of Ossory, Offaley, and Leix are connected with

many of the earliest events recorded in Irish history, and there are
many memorials of distant ages still existing in Kilkenny, King's
and Queen's counties, as extensive remains ofDruidieal temples,
cromleacs, and earns, sepulchral mounds, numerous round towers,
raths, ruins of castles, abbeys, and churches, of which accounts
may be found in Tighe's Survey of Kilkenny, Sir Charles Coote's
Surveys of King's and Queen's counties, Vallaneey's Collectanea,
and various topographies, as those of Seward, Lewis, Sec.

Alore than a thousand years before the Christian era, according
to our ancient annalists, a great battle was fought between the Ne-
medians and Fomorians, at Sliabh Bladhma, now the Slievebloora

mountains, on the borders of King's and Queen's counties. An ac-
count of the colonics of Nemedians and Fomorians will be found in

the notes on Dalriada,TircoimelI, North Connaught, and Desmond.
Heremon and Heber Fionn, sons of Milesius, having contended for

the sovereignty of Ireland, fought a great battle at Gelsiol, now
Geashill, in the King's county, in which the forces of lleber were
defeated, and he himself slain, and Heremon became the first Mi-
lesian monarch of Ireland ; he had his chief residence and fortress

at Airgiodross, near the river Feoir, now the Nore, and this royal
residence was also called Rath Beathach, and is now known as

Rathbeagb, near Freshford, in the county of Kilkenny. Heremon
died at Ratiibeagh, and was buried in a sepulchral mound, \\ liich

still remains ; it appears that other kings of Ireland in early limes
also resided there, for it is recorded that Ruraigbe More, who was
monarch of Ireland about one hundred and fifty years before the

Christian era, died at Airgiodross. Conmaol, son of Heber
Fionn above-mentioned, was the first monarch of Ireland of

the race of Heber, and fought many great battles for the crown
with the race of Ilereuion, particularly a great battle at Geashill,

where Palpa, the son of Heremon, was slain.

The Battle of Moylei>u, celebrated by the Irish bards and his-

torians under the name Cath Muighelena, and lonnsuighe Muighe-
lena, was fought in the latter end of the second century, A.D. li)2,

on the heath of Moylcna, a plain in the barony of Fearcale, or

Eglish, in the King's coimty. Eogan More, called Mogha Nuadhat,
king of Munster, a celebrated warrior, of whom an account has

been given in the note on Thomond, having carried on long contests

with Con of the Hundred Battles, for the sovereignty of Ireland,

was at length overcome, and forced to fly to Spain, where he re-

mained in exile for many years, and married Beara, a Spanish

princess, daughter of Heber, king of Castile, and being assisted by

his brother-in-law Fraoch, son of the king of Castile, he invaded

Ireland, with a force of SOOO Spaniards as auxiliaries, for the re-

covery of the kingdom, and, joined by his Irish allies in Munster
and Leinster, his army amounted to nine Catha, or battalions, of

three thousand men each, making in all about *27,OUO men. The
monarch Con having collected the forces of Meath, Ulster, and
Connauglit, both armies marched to Moylena, and fought a furious

battle, in which many thousands were slain on both sides, but the

monarch Con proved victorious, chiefly through the valour of Goll,

the sou of AJorna, a celebrated champion of the Damnouian or Fir-

bolg race, who commanded the Connaught warriors, and slew

the heroic Eogan More, in single combat. Tlie place where
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The son of Mulroona, the son of Gilcreest Mac
Donogh, the dean (probably of Achoniy), died.

this battle was fought, as stated in O'Flaherty's Ogygia (Vol. II.

p. '212), is the ancient barony of Fearcall, nowEglish,in the King's

county, and there are still to be seen two hillocks, or sepulchral

mounds, in one of which was buried the body of Eogan More, and

in tlie other that of Fraoch the Spaniard, who was also slain in that

battle. Another great battle, fought at Moylena A.D. 907, in

which the army of the monarch Flann Sionna was defeated with

great slaughter by the Munster Forces, under Cormac Mae Culle-

nan, archbishop of Cashel and king of Munster, has been described

in the note on Ormond.
Several of the ancient kings or princes of Ossory, who were

of the Heremonians of Leinster, are mentioned by the annalists.

In the sixth century, Aodh Ainmireach or Hugh, the son of Ain-

mireach, monarch of Ireland, is stated to have imprisoned Sean-

Ian More, king of Ossory, who refused to pay the usual tribute to

the monarch ; but Scanlan was liberated thrimgh the influence

of St. Columkille, who was at that time in Ireland, having come

from lona, in Albany or Scotland, to attend the great national

council held at Droniceat, in Kianachta of Glengiven in Derry, to

adjust the contention between the monarch of Ireland and the

bards.

The Battle of Bealach Ele, in Ossory, was fought A. D. 730,

between the people of Leinster and Munster, in wliich the Munster

forces were commanded by C'athal, the son of Finguin, king of

that province; and it is stated in the Four Masters, that a great

number of the Lagenians fell, and that three thousand of the

Munster men were slain, together with Ceallach, prince of Ossory,

and the two sons of Cormac, son of Rossa, prince of the Desies.

Bealach Ele, where this battle was fought, is considered to be

Ballyhale, in the parish ofDerrynahinch, barony of Knocktopher,

county of Kilkenny.

The Battle of Athsenalth or Uchbadh, fought A.D. 738,

between Aodh Ollan, monarch of Ireland, and the people of

Leinster, in which the Lagenians were defeated, and nine thousand

of them slain, has been described in the note on Hy Kinselagh.

This battle was fought near Clonmacnois, in the King's county.

The Battle of Bathheathachm Rathbeagh, near Freshford, in

Kilkenny, was fought A. IJ. 740, in which the Picts of Ulster, who
had invaded Leinster with a powerful force, were defeated with

great slaughter liy the people of Ossory ; and Cathasach, king of

the Picts, was slain, as mentioned in the note on Hy Kinsellagh.

Irish Chiefs and Clans. The following accounts of the Irish

chiefs and clans of Ossory, Offaley, and Leix, have been collected

from the topograpies of O'Heerin, O'Dugan, O'Brien, O'Halloran,

and the various other works so often enumerated in the course of

these notes ;

I. Mac Giolla Padruig or Mac Gillpatrick, anglicised to Fitzpat-

rick, is thus designated in the topographies ofO'Heerin and O'Du-

gan, in which his territory of Osbory is thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

"^ye journey across the Barrow of ancient streams,

After treating of the heroes of Leinster,

To the level plain of tlie land of my heart,

To the noble hosts of Ossory.

" To Mac Gillpatrick of the fine fortress,

The land of Ossory is by law ordained.

From Bladhma, southward to the sea,

Brave are his battalions in the battles.

" Chieftains who are mighty warriors.

Let us treat of the heroes of Liathdroim,

From the Barrow to the smooth plains of Munster,

To the king of Tara its protection belongs."

O'Dugan desoribes Ossory and the Mae Gillpatricks as follows

:

" A country not excelled in force of cavalry,

Let us now proceed into Ossory,

Which doubtless maintained in every degree
The honour and nobleness of Erin.

Bryan, son of Ardgal Mac Mahon, lord of Oriel

(Monaghan), died after a well-spent life.

" There are three tribes who possess it,

Tlie Clan Carroll who are free from opposition.

They are fierce as leopards under their leaders.

Likewise the Clan Donnchadha of the brown shields."

" The third tribe which is recorded.

Are the Mac Gillpatricks of the fair fortress,

Noble and of fine figure are the clan.

Their habitation is the seat of great kings."

It appears from the above passages in the poem, that Ossory ex-

tended from Bladhma, or the Slieve Bloom mountains, on the bor-

ders of King's and Queen's counties, as far southward as the sea;

that is, to the confluence of the rivers Nore, Suir, and Barrow,

near the bay of Waterford, to which place the southern extremity

of Kilkenny nearly extends ; and it is also mentioned, that Ossory

extended from the Barrow to the plains of Munster, which

corresponds with the extent of Ossory, as explained in the

preceding part of this article. Liathdrom, above mentioned, was

an ancient name of Tara ; and it appears that it is here alluded to,

to shew that the chiefs of Ossory, who were of the Heremonians of

Leinster, were descended from the ancient kings of Tara. The

Mac Gillpatricks took their name from Giolla Padruic, prince of

Ossory in the tenth century, one of their celebrated chiefs ; and

several of the Mac Gillpatricks, styled kings and princes of

Ossory, are mentioned in the tenth and eleventh centuries in the

Four Masters and Annals of Inisfallen. In the beginning of the

eleventh century, Donogh Mac Gillpatrick, prince of Ossory, is

mentioned as having opposed the progress of the Dalcussians on

their return from the battle of Clontarf ; and Donal Mac Gillpa-

trick, prince of Ossory in the twelfth century, carried on various

contests with Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, and his

English allies under Strongbow and others, who had invaded and

ravaged his territories ; and as stated in Maurice Regan's account

of these aft'airs, given in Harris's Hibernica, the prince of Ossory

had a force of five thousand men, and fought many fierce battles

with the English and their Irish allies. Several valiant chiefs of

the Mac Gillpatricks are mentioned in the course of these Annals,

during their contests with the English. In early times, the Mac
Gillpatricks, as prmces of Ossory, ruled over the entire of the

county of Kilkenny, and part of Queen's county ; but in after

times, were dispossessed of the greater part of their possessions by

the Butlers and other English settlers in Kilkenny, and were con-

fined to the barony of Upper Ossory, in the Queen's county. The
Fitzpatricks, at different periods from the reign of Henry VIII.

to that of George II., were created barons of Castletown, barons of

Gowran, and earls of Upper Ossory, of whom accounts may be

found in Lodge's Peerage. The Fitzpatricks are still found in the

Queen's county, but are much more numerous in the counties of

Cavan and Leitrim, to which they were expelled at an early period

by the English. II. O'Cearbhaill or O'Carroll, and O'Donchadha
or O'Donoghoe, are given by O'Dugan and O'Heerin as ancient

chiefs or princes of Ossory, and thus designated ;

" O'Carroll of the reddened spears,

O'Donoghoe of the generous aspect,

Sloigh Liag of the productive land,

They are two princes in the same country.

" Near to the Barrow of productive borders.

Is the chief of the territory you have heard recorded,

A man who is elected over Moy Mail,

He is O'Donoghoe of the fair Gowran.

" From Kilkenny of the marble (lime) stones,

To Sliabh Gaithle of the smooth fertile hill,

Is Cluann Carrol of the fair plain,

The country on the borders of the blue mountains.

The territory possessed by O'Carroll and O'Donoghoe appears to
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John and Donal, the sons of Phihp Mac Guii-e,

died.

have been the barony of Gowran and Slo^h Liag, which is probably
the barony of Shillelo^her, both in Kilkenny. These O'CarroUs
were probably a branch of the O'Carrolls, princes of Ely ; and the
O'Donojhoes, perhaps a branch of the O'Donoghoes, princes of

Cashel ; an account of both these families has been given in the
note on Ormond. III. O'Conchobhuir or O'Conor, prince of Hy
Failge or Offaley, and his territory, are thus designated by
O'Dugan and O'Heerin:

" Let us westward proceed to Offaley,

To which brave heroes make submission,
Of their laws I make mention,
Of their convention I make remembrance."

" The lord of Offaley, a land of mirth.

Not unknown to the poets,

Is O'Conor the mainstay of the fair plain,

Who rules at the green mound of Crnachan."

The extent of the principality of Offaley, which comprised a great

part of King's county, with parts of Kildare and Queen's county,

has been explained in the preceding part of this article. The
green mound of Cruaglian, mentioned in the above passage of the

poem, was Croghan, a beautiful hill situated in the parish of

Croghan, within a few miles of Philipstown, on the borders of

KiTig's county and Westmeath. TheO'Conors were the head chiefs

of the Cahirian race, the descendants of Rossa Failge, eldest son of

Cahir More, monarch of Ireland in the latter end of the second

century, of whom an account has been given in the note on Hy
Kinsellagh, and were consequently a branch of the Heremonians of

Leinster, and of a different descent from the O'Conors, kings of

Connaught. The O'Conors, princes of Offaley, usually denomi-

nated O'Conors Failey, took their name from Concobhar or Conor,

prince of Hy Failge, who is mentioned in the .\nnals at A. D.

1014, and were very powerful and warlike chiefs, of whom many
are mentioned in the course of these Annals ; and they make a

remarkable figure in Irish history during their contests with the

English for more than three hundred years, whose forces they

defeated in numerous battles recorded in the Annals ; and they

generally fought in conjunction with the llac Geoghegans, power-
ful and valiant chiefs in Westmeath, of whom an account has been

given in the notes on Meath and Teffia. The O'Conors had their

chief fortress at Dangan, now called Philipstown, in King's

county, and several castles in other parts of that county and in

Kildare, and maintained their independence and large possessions

down to the reign of Elizabeth, after which their estateswere con-

fiscated. O'Halloran states that one of these O'Conors, under
the title of count Ofalia, was captain-general of the coast of

Grenada, inSpain,aboutthe year 1770. IV. O'Mordha or 0'.Moore,
prince of Laoighis or Leix, and his territory, are thus designated

by O'Heerin

:

" After Offaley of the ancient lands

We advance to Leix of Leinster
;

The brown-haired heroes in wealth abound,
On their history for some time we dwell.

" The great district of Leix of the keen swords,
It is of Leix of Iliada I now treat;

O'Moore the fighter of battles,

Of the one-coloured golden shield."

The extent of the principality of Leix, which comprised the greater

part of the Queen's county, and part of Kildare, has been already

described in the present article. Laoighis or Leix of Riada, men-
tioned in the above passage, ^^ as also called Magh Riada, and was
the ancient name of the great plain or heath of Maryboro, in the

Queen's county. The O'Moores, styled princes of Leix, as ex-

plained in the preceding part of the present article, were of the

Irian race, or Clanna Rory of Ulster, and descended from the re-

nowned hero, Conall Cearnach, who was chief of the Red Branch
Knights of Ulster about the commencement of the Christian era;

O'Flaherty, i.e. the Giolla Duv, the son of

Brj-an, lord of West Connaught (inGalway), died.

and they held the high rank of marshals and treasurers of Lein-
ster. They had thcirchief fortress at Dunamase, a few miles from
Maryboro, erected on a rock situated on a hill ; it was a place of
almost impregnable strength, of which some massive ruins still re-
main. The O'Moores, like other independent princes, as the
O'Reillys of Brefney, the O'Tooles of Wicklow, &c. coined their
own money ; and it is stated in Sir Charles Coote's Survey of the
Queen's County, that some of the silver coins of the O'Moores are
still extant. Many chiefs of the O'Moores are mentioned in the
course of these Annals, and they were highly distinguished for
their valour during their contests with the Enclish forces for seve-
ral centuries. Rory O'Moore, a celebrated chieftain in the reigns
of Queen Mary and Elizabeth, defeated the English forces in many
engagements, and recovered the territory of Leix, possessed by his

ancestors, which he held 'till his death,in 1578,when he was killed
in a conflict with Fitzpatrick, baron of Ossory, who had joined the
English. Amongst the heroic actions of Rory O'Moore, it is men-
tioned by Mac Geoghegan and others that on one occasion, having
been betrayed and surprised at night at his residence in the woods,
by Robert Hartpole, at the head of two hundred of the English,
the valiant O'Moore alone performed the amazing exploit of cutting
his way through their ranks with his sword, and escaped in safety.

His son, Owen O'Moore, generally called Owney Mac Rory
O'Moore, was a famous commander in the wars against Elizabetli,

and defeated the English in many engagements, in one of which, in

the year 1599, he cut off a great number of the troops under the
Earl of Essex, in a defile on their progress through Leinster, at a
place called from that circuinstance Bearna Cleitigh, signifying

the Pass of Plumes, from the great quantity of plumes left there
which were worn by the English knights who were slain. Another
of Owen O'Moore's daring exploits is recorded, namely, that at a
parley held with him in the year 1600, near Kilkenny, by Sir

George Carew, president of Munster, the earl ofThoniond, and
Thomas Butler, earl of Ormond, O'.Moore boldly took the earl of
Ormond prisoner, and detained him from the 10th of April to the
12th of June, when he liberated him, on receiving for his ransom
three thousand pounds. Roger O'Moore, his descendant, a man of

extraordinary abilities and bravery, is celebrated in Irish history as

the chief leader who organised the great insurrection of 1641.

There are still several highly respectable families of the O'Moores
in Kildare, King's and Queen's counties, the heads of which are

the O' Jloores of Ballyna, in Kildare, and Sir Garrett O'Moore, of

Cloghan Castle, in King's county.
V. O'Dioraosaigh, or O'Dempsey, lord of Clann Maoilughra,

or Clanraaliere, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin, with an introduc-

tion to the other chiefs of Offaley :

*' The clans of the country of extensive plains.

Let us now proceed to treat of their chieftEiins,

What hosts are more wealthy than they.

Over the territory of Offaley of fair lands ?

" Clanmaliere above all tribes,

Noble is the source of their pedigree,

The smooth plains of the land they have defended.

The country is the inheritance of O'Dempsey."

The territory of Clanmaliere possessed by the O'Dempseys con-

tained parts of the baronies of Geashill and Philipstown, in the

King's county, with part of Portnehinch, in Queen's county, and

part of Offaiey, in Kildare, including Monasterevan and the ad-

joing districts ; and, according to sir Charles Coole in his Survey,

the O'Dempseys had part of Ballycowen, in the King's coimty.

The O'Dempseys were a branch of the Cahirian race of the same
descent as the O'Conors Faily, and were head chiefs of Clanma-
liere, and sometimes styled princes and lords of Clanmaliere and

Offaley ; they were very powerful in former times, and many of

them are mentioned in the course of these Annals. In the twelfth

century they contended with the English forces under Strongbow,

earl of Pembroke, who in the year 1173, together with his son-in-

law Robert de Quiney, or de Quincy, constable and standard-
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Mac Guire, namely Thomas Oge, gave up the

castle of Enniskilleii to Philip Mac Guire, after

Edmond and Thomas Oge had been set at liberty.

hearer of Lein?ter, marched a powerful force into Kildare and
Oft'aley ; but hein'^' opposed by the Irish clans, commanded by the

O'Dempseys, chiefs of Cianmaliere, the Enfrlisli were defeated

with great slaughter ; and amongst the slain was de Quincy,

the standard-bearer ; the affair is thus mentioned by Maurice

Regan, in Harris's J-Iibernica : " From thence the earl (Strongbow)

went to Kildare, jnaking many incursions into OiFaley, upon
O'Dempsey, lord of that country, who refused to come unto him,

and to deliver hostages; the earl, to subdue him, made a journey

in person upon hire, Offaley was burned and harassed, the whole

prey of the country taken, and the army retired towards Kildare
;

in the retreat, the earl, with a thousand men, marched hi the van-

guard, and the rere was commanded by Robert de Quincy ; in the

pass, when the van-guard was passed, O'Dempsey gave upon the

rere, at which charge Robert de Quincy, with many others, were
slain, and the banner of Leinster lost ; and for his death, as well

by the earl as by the whole army, great lamentation was made."
The O'Dempseys had their chief castle at Geashill, in the King's

county, and many others in that county, also in the barony of

Ofi'aley in Kildare, and one at Ballybrittas, in the barony of

Portneliincb, in the Queen's county. The O'Dempseys were de-

prived of most of their possessions after the Elizabethian wars,

but afterwards got regrants of several thousand acres of their

ancient lauds, as may be seen in the Inquisitions of Leinster ; and
sirTorlogh or Terence O'Dempsey was knishted in May, I.'jOO, by
Robert Devereux, earl of Essex, lord lieutenant of Ireland

;

be was afterwards created baron of Philipstown and viscount of

Cianmaliere, by patent, the eighth of July, 1G3I, in the reign of

Charles I. Lewis O'Dempsey, his grandson, who succeeedcd as

viscount of Cianmaliere, died in l(i83, and was succeeded by his

eldest son Maximilian, who was made lord lieutenant of the

Queen's county, by king James II., and sat in his parliament in

1G89. His estates were confiscated for his adherence to the house

of Stuart, by act of attainder of William III., in 1691. Maxi-
milian O'Dempsey, the last viscount of Cianmaliere, died in 1714,

and the title is supposed to be extinct. James O'Dempsey was a
colonel in the army of James II. ; and Terence O'Dempsey, a
younger branch of this family, settled in Cheshire, and died in 1769;
his grandson, James O'Dempsey, an eminent merchant now
living in Liverpool, is one of the chief representatives of this

ancient family. VI. O'Duinn, O'Dunn, or O'Dunue, chief of Hy
Riagain, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

" Over Hy Regan of the mighty victories,

Are active warriors who conquer in battle,

O'Dunn is chief of the conquering troops,

The mainstay of the battling spears."

The territory of Ily Riagain, possessed hy the 0'Dunns,now forms

the barony of Tinehinch, in the Queen's county. The O'Dunns
were chiefs of note in former times, and they are still numerous in

Kildare, King's and Queen's counties, and also in Meath there

are several respectable families of the name, but many of

them have changed the name to Uoyne. VII. O'Riagain or

O'Hegans were, it appears, the ancient chiefs of Hy Riagain, and

gave its name to that territory, which is still retained in the parish of

Oregan or Rosenallis, in the barony of Tinnehinch. Of the ancient

clan of the O'Regans was Maurice Regan, secretary to Dermod
Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, and who wrote an account of the

Anglo-Norman invasion under Strongbow and his follow'ers, which
is published in Harris's Hibernica. Sir Teige O'Regan was a dis-

tinguished officer in the army of king James the Second.
VIII. O'Brogharain, probably O'Brogans, are given by O'Dugan
as chiefs on the same territory as O'Dunn and O'Dempsey, and
thus mentioned :

" The O'Brogans dwell in their towns,
The Clan Kenny and Clan Conor,
Their lands are well known to support
O'Dumiand O'Dempsey."

Henry, the son ofOwen O'Neill, having gone to

the English, who supplied him with a very large

force, marched to Castlefin (in Donegal), and

IX. O'llaongusa orO'Hennesey, chiefof ClarColgan, andO'Haira-

irgin, chief of T uath Geisille, are thus mentioned by O'Dugan
and O'Heerin :

"Of the chiefs of the fair fertile plain

Are O'Hennesey and O'Haimirgin
;

Strong-voiced are their troops, and great their fame,

And magnanimous are the Clan Murchadhan."

*' Another chief who is known to ns,

O'Hennesey who rules over Clar Colgan
;

His lands are fair beyond those of the Fenians of Fail,

He closely adjoins the borders of Croghan.

" The fair district of Geashill is possessed

By a chief on the borders of Leinster

;

His rapid progress is a march of power.

The name of this chief is O'llamirgin."

The districts of these two chiefs appear hy the above passage to

have been situated about Geashill and Croghan, in the baronies of

Geashill and Philipstown, in the King's county. Another O'He-
nesey is mentioned by O'Dugan as chief of Galinga Beag, now the

parish of Gallen, in the barony of Garrycastle. X. O'Maolchein,

probably O'Milliken, or O'Mullipan, some of whom have changed

the name to Molyneux, chief of Tuath Damhuighe, signifying

either the land of the oxen, or of the two plains, is thus mentioned

by O'Heerin, and the district possessed by him appears to have

adjoined that of O'Hennesey

:

" Over Tuath Damhuigh of the fair fortress

Is O'Maolchein of the happy heart

;

Delightful is the smooth district of the plain,

Its borders resemble the fairy land."

XI. O'Maolmuaidh, or O'Mulloy, prince of Fear Ceall, is thus de-

signated by O'Dugan ;

" The prince of Fearcall of the ancient sworda

Is O'Mulloy of the free-born name
j

Full power was granted to him.

And he held his own country uncontrouled."

The extensive territory possessed by the O'Mulloys comprised

the present baronies of Eglish or Fearcall, Ballycowan, and IJally-

boy in the King's county, and formed originally a part of the

ancient kingdom of Meath. The O'Mulloys were of the race of

the southern Hy Nialls or Clan Colman, the ancient kings of

Meath, and as princes of Fearcall were very powerful, and many
chiefs of them are mentioned in the course of these Annals ; and

when reduced to the subjection of English rule, in the reign of

Elizabeth, they had conferred on them, under the crown, the office

of royal standard-bearers of Leinster, which they held for a long

time ; the greater part of their estates were confiscated after the

Cromwellian and Williamite wars, but there are still many
respectable families of the name in the King's county, and also in

Roscommon, of whom copious accounts may be found in the learned

D'Alton's Annals of Boyle. XII. The O'Carrolls, princes of Ely
O'Carroll, of whom an account has been given in the note on

Ormond, possessed the barony of Lower Ormond, in Tipperary,

and those of Cloulisk and Ballybritt, in the King's county, and

had their chief castle at Birr. XIII. Mac Cochlain or Mae
Coghlan, prince of Dealbhna Eathra,and O'Maollugbach, probably

O'MuUedy, chiefof the Brogha, are thus mentioned by O'Dugan :

" Mac Coghlan is the valorous mainstay.

And prince of delightful Delvin Ahra,
Tile chiefof the Brogha of great prosperity,

Is O'Mulledy of the brilliant achievements.

The territory of the Mac Coghlans, lords of Delvin Ahra, com-
prised the present barony of (Jarrycastle, in the King's county ;

they were of the race of the Dalcassians, a powerful tribe of the
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O'Neill, his father, proceeded to the same place to

join Henry and the English, with all his forces

;

Munster Jlilesians, and were chiefs of note in former times, of

wliom many are mentioned in tlie course of tliese Annals. They
had their chief castles at Gallen and Garrycastle, near Banagher,

and the last representative of note of the family was Thomas Mac
Cos;hlan, M.P. for the borough of Banaprher in the Irish parlia-

ment, who died in 1790. Brogha, the district of the O'Mulledys
above-mentioned, appears to have adjoined Mac Coghlan's terri-

tory, and was probably part of the barony ofGarrycastle, in King's

county, and of Clonlonan, in VVestnieatl;, as there were in former

times many families of note of the O'Mulledys in Westmeath,
whose estates were confiscated after the war ofthe Revolution, and

of whom accounts may be found in the various Inquisitions. XIV.
O'Sionnaigh, lord ofTeffia. O'Dugan, in his topography, gives

O'Catharnaigh as head prince ofTeffia, whom he thus designates:

" High prince ofTeffia who obtained renown
Is O'Caharney of the battling arras."

This name was rendered O'Keamey, and the ancient chiefs posses-

sed an extensive territory in Teffia, or Westmeatli, and there are

still many respectable families of the O'Kearneys in Meath and

Westmeath ; the chief branch of them took the name of Sionnach

O'Catharnaigh, and the word Sionnach signifying a fox, the family

name became Fox, and the head chief was generally designated

an Sionnach, or the Fo.v. Tliey were of the race of the southern

Hy Nialls, and their territory was called Muintir Tadhgain, and

comprised an extensive district in Teffia, containing parts of the

baronies of Rathconrath and Clonlonan, in Westmeath, with part

of the barony of Kilcourcy, in King's county. Several chiefs of

them are mentioned in the course of these Annals, and in the reign

of Elizabeth they got the title of lords of Kilcourcy ; there are

still many respectable families of the name of Fox in Meath, West-
meath, Longford, and King's county. XV. Mac Anihalgaidh,

Mac Auley, or Magawley, is given by O'Dugan as chief of Cal-

raidhe-an-Chala, and thus designated ;

" The fair Mac Auley rules over

The entire of the ports of Calry."

The territory called Calry comprised the present parish of Bally-

loughloe, in the barony of Clonlonan, in Westmeath ; and the

ports alluded to in the above passage were those of the Shannon,

to which this parish extends ; and according to Mac Geoghegan,
the Mac Auleys, lords of Calry, also possessed part of the barony

of Kilcoursey, in the King's county; they were chiefs of note in

former times, and the present head of this ancient family is the

Count Magawley of Teraora, near Frankford, in the King's county.

XVI. O'Gormain, O'Gorman, or Mac Gorman, is given by

O'Dugan and O'Heerin as chief of Crioch mBaii'ce, and thus

designated by them

;

" The tribe of Eochy of exalted fame
Rule over the clans of Hy Faolain,

Mac Gorman of great valour

Rules over the fair Hy Bairce.

" The country of Hy Bairce of the fair fortress,

Of the melodious race of Daire Barach,
O'Gorman took possession of the lands,

A chiefwho actively rushed to battle."

The territory of the O'Gormans called Hy m Bairce, is now the

barony of Slievemargue, in the Queen's county ; they were chiefs

of note in former times, and some of them settled in the county of

Clare, and had large possessions, and an account of them has been

given in the note on Thomond. XVII. O'Duibh or O'DutF, chief

of Hy Criomthain, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

" About Dun Masc of the smoothest plaius,

O'Duff rules over Hy Criomthain,

Chief of the country of great produce,

A land which yields the finest fruits."

The district of Hy Criomthain, about Dun Masc or Dunamase,

O'Donnell, that is Naghtan, went to oppose them,

but made peace with O'Neill on that occasion, as

comprised the greater part of tlie two baronies of Maryboro, in

the Queen's county. XVIII. Mac Fliiodhbhuidhe, ]^Iac Aodh-
buidhe, or Mac Evoys, are mentioned in O'Brien's Dictionary, at

the word Tuath, as chiefs of Tuath-Fiodhbhuidhe, in the Queen's

county, and they are thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

" The ancient country of Fighbuigh of the fair lands

Is a good lordship for a chieftain,

The Clan Mac Evoy are its inheritors.

The yellow-haired host of hospitality."

The territory of the Mac Evoys appears to have been situated in

the barony of Stradbally, in the Queen's county. The Mac
Evoys were of the Clan C'olla of Ulster, and chiefs of note in

ancient times ; and they also possessed a territory in Teffia, called

Hy Mac Uais, now the barony of Mojgoish, in Westmeath ; and

there are still many respectable families of the name in Meath and

Westmeath, some of whom have changed the name to Mac
Veagh. XIX. O'Ceallaigh or O'Kellys, chiefs of Magh Druch-

tam and of Gailine, are thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

" Over Moy Druchtain of the fair fortress.

Rules O'Kelly over the plain of the salmon;

The smooth aspect of the level country

Is like the fruitful land of promise.

" Galine of the pleasant rivers.

Is O'Kelly's undisputed right,

Powerful is the tribe in hunting,

Over the sunny lands af Gailine."

These territories of the O'Kellys appear to have been situated in

the baronies of Stradbally and Ballyadams, in the Queen's county,

along the Barrow, as alluded to in the above passages in the poem,

where the districts are mentioned as the plain of the salmon, and

of the pleasant rivers. XX. O'CaoUaidhe, O'Keeley, or O'Keily,

chief of Crioch O'Muighe, is thus mentioned by O'Heerm :

" The country of Omoy of the fair plams.

Along the Barrow of the flowing streams.

To O'Keeley is the pleasant land,

A chief who always ruled in peace."

Tills district, situated along the Barrow, is now probably the

parish of Tullowmoy, in the barony of Ballyadams, Queen's

county. XXI. O'Leathlabhair, O'Lawlors, or O'Lalors, took their

name from Leathlabhar, prince ofDalaradiaorUlidia,now the county

of Down, in the tenth century, who was their ancestor, and they

are therefore of the Irian race, or Clanna Kory of Ulster, and of

the same descent as the O'Moores, princes of Leix. The O'Law-

lors had in ancient times extensive possessions in Leix, chiefly, it

appears by inquisitions and other records, in the barony of Strad-

bally, Qeeen's county ; and there are still several respectable

families of the name in Queen's county, Kildare, Kilkenny, and

Tipperary. XXII. O'Dubhlaine, orO'Delany, chief of Tuath-an-

Toraidh, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin:

" High chief of the productive territory,

From the delightful Coill Oughteragh,

Is O'Delany the man of hospitality.

From the mountain of the most delightful hay."

The O'Delaneys were a clan of note in the barony of Upper Ossory,

Queen's county, and also in Kilkenny. XXIII. O'Braonain, or

O'Brennan, chief of Hy Duach, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" Idoagh of Ossory of the fertile laud,

The fair wide plain ofthe Nore,

Throughout this plain rules most active

Its rightful chief O'Brennan."

The territory of the O'Brennans, chiefs of Idoagh, now forms the

barony of Fassadining, in Kilkenny, where the name is still

numerous. XXIV. Mac Braoin or Mac Breen, and O'Broith, or

O'Bree chief of Magh Seadna, are thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

2 K
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he had not a sufficient force, and delivered up the

castle to O'Neill, together with Kinel Moain, and

also the rents of Inisowen ; and Henry having left

guards in the castle, he and O'Neill returned home
after their victory on that occasion.

" Mac Breen of the land of the fortress,

Rules over the clans whom I remember,
A fair, nut-producing country,

O'Bree is chief of the free IMoy Sedna."

XXV. 0'Caibhdeanaich,0'Coveney,or O'Kevenys, chiefs of Magh
Airbh and Clar Coill, are thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" Over Moy Arve let us now record

O'Keveney of the woody plain,

Head of each conference was the fair counsellor,

Who resides at Coill O'Cathosaigh."

The plain of Magh Airbh comprised the present barony of Cranaph,
in Kilkenny. XXVI. O'Gloiairn, O'Gloran or Mac Gloran, chief

of Callainn, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin :

"O'Gloran the flourishing scion

Obtained a territory in a delightful country,

A smooth land about charming Callan,

He inherits a country without reproach."

The name of this territory is still retained in the parish of Callan,

barony of Kells, county of Killienny. XXVII. O'CaoUaidhe or

O'Keeley, chiefof Hy Bearchon, is thus mentioned by O'Heerin

:

" Ibercon of the yellow mantles,

Chief of the country is O'Keeley,
The plain of the host of great wealth.

The land of the Barrow of limpid streams."

This territory was Ibercon, an ancient barony, as stated by Seward,
now joined to that of Ida, in the county of Kilkenny ; and there is

a parish called Rosbercon,in the barony of Ida. XXVIII. O'Brua-
dair, O'Broder, or O'Brody, chief of Ily n-Eirc, is thus mentioned
by O'Heerin :

" Lord of Iverk of the swift steeds

Is the friendly O'Broder, like a stately tree;

A sandy country from the heavy floods,

A land as delightful as Moenmoy."

This territory is now the barony of Iverk, in the county of Kil-
kenny. XXIX. The O'Sheas, who changed the name to Shee,
were numerous and highly respectable, in former times, in the
county of Kilkenny, and were some of the O'Sheas, chiefs of note
in Munster, of whom an account has been given in the notes on
Thomond and Desmond. XXX. The O'Ryans and O'Felans, an-
cient families of note in Carlow, Tipperary, and Waterford, of
whom accounts have been given in the notes on Ormond, Desies, and
Hy Kinsellagh, were also numerous and respectable in Kilkenny.
XXXI. The Tighes, of whom there are some respectable families

in Kilkenny and other parts of Leinster, are said to be of the
ancient Irish clan of tlie O'Teiges, who were chiefs of note in

Wicklow and Wexford, and of whom an account has been given in

the notes on Hy Kinsellagh and Cualan. XXXII. The Floods,

of whom there are many respectable families in Kilkenny and
other parts of Ireland, are said to be of Irish descent, though
supposed to be of English origin ; as many of the ancient clans of
the Maoltuiles, and of the Mac Thellighs or Mac Tullys, changed
the name to Flood, thus translating the name from the Irish Triile,

which signifies a Fhnd. .X.X.XIII. The Mac Coscrys or Cos-
graves, ancient clans in Wicklow and Queen's county, changed
their name to Lestrange. The O'Mooneys are placed in the
Queen's county on the map of Ortelius; and the O'Dowlings and
O'Niochals or O'Nicholls, are mentioned by some writers as clans
in Queen's county. The O'Bcehans or O'Behans were a clan in

the King's and Queen's counties, and several learned men and

Donal Glas Mac Carthy, lord of Carbery (in

Cork), died.

O'Driscoll More, namely, Mac Con, lord of

Corco Laoighe (in Cork), died.

Teige, the son of Tomaltach Mac Dennett, was

eminent ecclesiastics of the name are mentioned in the course of

these Annals.

liUkeimi/.—The greater part of Ossory was formed into the
county of Kilkenny, in the reign of king John, and so called from
its chief town, the name of which, in Irish Cill Chalnnigh,
signifying the church of Canice or Kenny, was derived from
Cainneach, a celebrated saint, who founded the first church there

in the latter end of the sixth century.

Kinij's and Queen's counties.—The greater part of the

principality of Leix,with parts of Ossory and Olfaley.were formed
into the Queen's county ; and the greater part of tlie principality

of Hy Falgia or Offaley, with parts of Ely O'Carroll and of tlie

ancient kingdom of Meath, was formed into the King's county, both
in the sixteenth century, A.D. lool, by the earl of Sussex, lord

deputy in the reign of Philip and Mary; from which circumstance

they were called the King's and Queen's counties ; and the chief

town of King's county got the name of Philipstown, and that of

Queen's county Maryboro. Kilkenny, King's and Queen's
counties, are amongst the finest in Ireland, and abound in lands

of great fertility and beauty; the scenery along the Shannon and
Brossna, in King's county, and the Barrow, in Queen's county,

and the Nore, Suir, and Barrow, in Kilkenny, is extremely fine
;

and the extensive and magnificent mountains of Slieve Bloom, on
the borders of King's and Queen's counties, with Croghan, a large

and beautiful verdant hill in King's county, presentmuch interest-

ing scenery, and have been celebrated in Spenser's Fairy Queen.
These counties and Kildare were in former times covered with
extensive woods ; and in King's and Queen's counties and Kildare

arc immense tracts of the great bog of Allen, formed of the remains
of ancient forests. Kilkenny is famcus for its coal mines and
marble quarries, and was also celebrated for its woollen manufac-
tures, particularly frieze and blankets ; and in Queen's county
are also extensive coal mines and potteries, and iron mines were
formerly worked.

Anglo-Norniuns and English in Kilkenny, King's and Queen's
counties. As already explained in the note on Hy Kinsellagh,

Eva, the daughter of Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster,

having been married to Richard de Clare, earl of Pembroke, com-
monly called Strongbow, the kingdom of Leinster was conferred

on Strongbow by king Dermod ; and William Marshall, earl of
Pembroke, having married Isabella, daughter of Strongbow, by his

wife Eva, the inheritance of the kingdom of Leinster passed to the
family of the Marshalls, earls of Pembroke, and was possessed by
the five sons of \\'illiam Marshall, who became in succession earls

of Pembroke and lords of Leinster; and on the extinction of the
male line of the Marshalls the ditferent counties of Leinster were
divided amongst the five daughters of M'illiara Marshall, earl of
Pembroke, and their descendants in the thirteenth and fourteenth

centuries, of which a full account is given in Hanmer's Clironicle,

and in Baron Finglas's Breviate of Ireland, in Harris's Hibemica.
Joanna, the eldest daughter of William Marshall, earl of Pem-
broke, had, on the partition of Leinster, Wexford allotted as her
portion ; and being married to Warren de Montchensey, an English
liaron, he, in right of his wife, became lord of Wexford, which
afterwards passed, by intermarriage, to the de Valences, earls of
Pembroke, and lords of Wexford ; and in succession to the family of
Hastings, earls ofAhere:avenney,and to theTalbots,earlsofShrews-
bury, Waterford, and Wexford. Matilda or Maud,anotherdaughter
ofWilliam, earl Marshall, had the county of Carlow allotted to her,

and married Hugh Bigod, earl of Norfolk, and that family became
lords of Carlow, which title, together with the county of Carlow,
afterwards passed in succession, by intermarriages, to the Mow-
brays and Howards, earls of Norfolk. Sibilla, another of the earl

Marshall's daughters, got the county of Kildare, and was married
to William Ferrars, earl of Ferrers and Derby, who became lord
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slain by the people of Cathal Mac Rannall, on the

plain of Kiltathchomarc, with the cast of a dart.

of Kildare, a title which passed, by intermarriage, to the

de Veseys. Tiie sreat family of the Fitzgeralds, afterwards

became earls of Kildare. Isabel, another daughter of William

Marshall, earl of Pembroke, bad for her portion, the county of

Kilkenny, and was married to Gilbert de Clare, earl of Gloucester

and Hereford ; and after his decease, without issue, the county of

Kilkenny fell to his three sisters, and passed, by intermarriage,

chiefly to the family of de Spencers, barons de Spencer, in Eng-
land, and afterwards became possessed mostly by the Butlers,

earls of Ormond. Eva, the fifth daughter of William Marshall,

had Leix, and the manor of Dunamase, or O'Moore's country, com-
prising the greater part of the present Queen's county ; and having

married William de Bruse, lord of Gower and Brecknock, in

Wales, he became, in right of his wife, lord of Leix ; and one of

his daughters being married to Roger Mortimer, lord of Wigmore,

in Wales, Leix passed to the family of Mortimer, who were earls

of March, in England. The King's county, as already stated, was
formed out of parts of Oifaley, Ely O'Carroll, and the kingdom of

Meath ; and in the grant of Meath given by Henry II. to Hugh
de Lacy, a great part of the present King's county was possessed

by de Lacy, who built in that county the castle of Durrow, where

he was slain by one of the Irish galloglasses, as narrated in these

Annals at the year 1186. The Fitzgeralds, earls of Kildare and

barons of Otfaley, became possessed of a great part of the King's

county ; and the family of de Hose or Hussey, had part of Ely

O'Carroll, and tlie country aboiit Birr.

The following have been the chief families of English descent

in Kilkenny, King's and Queen's counties :

In Kilkenny, the Butlers, Graces, Walshes, Fitzgeralds, Roths,

Archers, Cantwells, Shortalls, Purcells, Powers, Morrises, D'Al-

tons, Stapletons, Wandesfords, Lawlesses, Langrishes, Bryans,

Ponsonbys, &c. The Butlers became the chief possessors of the

county of Kilkenny, as earls of Ormond and Ossory, dukes of Or-
mond, earls of Kilkenny and Gowran, viscounts of Galmoy, and

various other titles derived from their extensive estates in this coun-

ty and in Tipperary, as already explained in the note on Ormond.
The Graces.—In a note in these Annals at the year 1-2-24,

an account has been given of Maurice Fitzgerald, a celebrated

Anglo-Xorman chief who came over with Strongbow, and was an-

cestor of the earls of Kildare and Desmond. William Fitzgerald,

brother of Maurice, was lord of Carew in Wales, and the descend-

ants of one of his sons took the name of de Carew, and from them
are descended the Carews of Ireland, great families in Cork, Wex-
ford, and Carlow. From another of the sons of William Fitzgerald,

as shewn in Lodge's Peerage, were descended the Keatings and

Gerards, families of note in Ireland. The eldest son of William

Fitzgerald, called Raymond Fitzwilliam, got the name of Raymond
le Gros from his great size and strength ; he was one of the most
valiant of the Anglo-Norman commanders, and was married to

Basilia de Clare, sister of Strongbow, and held the office of standard

bearer of Leinster, and was also for some time chief governor of

Ireland ; he is thus described by Holingshed and Camhrensis :

" Raymond was large-bodied and broad-set, of more than middle

stature, his hair yellow and curled, his eyes large, grey and round,

his nose somewhat high, and his countenance well coloured ; he

was pleasant and merry, and though heavy in body yet active; he

had special care of his men and soldiers, and watched many whole
nights, ranging and walking abroad in the camp; he was wise, mo-
dest and wary, nothing delicate in his fare, nor curious in his ap-

parel, could bear all weathers, hot or cold, and endure any toils
;

was patient and self-commanding as a governor, wise and circum-

spect, and albeit a very valiant captain and a noble soldier, yet in

all martial affairs he passed in wisdom, and excelled in all things

appertaining to a valiant captain." Raymond died about A. D.

1184, and was buried in the abbey of Molana, on the island of Da-
rinis, on the river Blackwater, in the bay of Youghal. Maurice,

the eldest son of Raymond le Gros, was ancestor of the great

family of the Fitzmaurices, earls of Kerry, of whom an account has

been given in the note on Desmond. Raymond had another son

called Hamon le Gros, and his descendants took the name of

A commotion arose between O'Kane and Mac
Quillan, in which Mac Quillan, aided by the sons

le Gros, or le Gras, afterwards changed to Grace. Hamon le Gras
got great grants of land in Ossory, now the county of Kilkenny,
and several distinguished chiefs, his descendants, are mentioned in

Irish history during the wars of the thirteenth, fourteenth, and
fifteenth centuries, as Hamon le Gras, a celebrated warrior, who
was slain in the battle of Ascul, near Athy, in 1315, fighting

against the forces of Edward Bruce ; and in 1385 Sir Alniaric, ba-

ron Grace, is mentioned as head of the family. Several of the
Graces were barons and lords of Parliament, and held the ofiice of

seneschals and sheriffs in Kilkenny, Tipperary, and Limerick ; and
in 1410 sir John Grace was Custos of the county of Kilkenny, and,

in conjunction with the Butlers, they were the chief military com-
manders in Ormond and Ossory ; many families of the Graces also

settled in the counties of Tipperary, Wexford, and Dublin, and
also in the Queen's county, at Ardglass and Gracefield. The
Graces were created barons of Courtstown, and held an extensive

territory in the county of Kilkenny called Grace's Country, com-
prising the greater part of the barony of Cranash, and had a mag-
nificent castle at Courtstown, in the parish of TuUaroan, of which
some ruins still remain ; they possessed the entire of the parish of

Tullaroan, hence they were sometimes styled barons ofTuliaroan;

and in the old church there, and also in the cathedral of Kilkenny,

are still to be seen some of their monuments, amongst others, one

to John Grace, baron of Courtstown, who died in 1568. In the wars

of the Revolution the Graces lost their hereditary estates, John
Grace, the last baron of Courtstown, having forfeited thirty thou-

sand acres of land in Kilkenny for his adherence to King James II.

Richard Grace, a very valiant officer, was a colonel in the army of

James II., and particularly distinguished for his defence of Ath-
lone ; and several of the Grace family were officers of note in the

Austrian service. The chief representatives of this ancient family

are the Graces of the Queen's county, and those of Mantua, in the

county of Roscommon. Accounts of the Graces will be found in

the Memoirs of the family by Sheffield Grace, in Phelan's and

Ledwiche's Antiquities of Kilkenny, and Lodge's Peerage.

The Walshes, called by the Irish Branaghs, from IJreatnach,

which signifies a Briton, as they originally came from Wales

with Strongbow and his followers, got extensive possessions in

Waterford, Kilkenny, Wexford, and Carlow, in which counties

they are still very numerous. The Walshes were distinguished for

their valour and lield the office of seneschals of Leinster under the

successors of Strongbow ; they were very powerful in Kilkenny,

and had eighteen castles in the barony of Knoctopher, where an

extensive territory has derived its name from them, and is called

the Walsh Mountains ; they had also parts of the barony of Gow-
ran, and Thomas Fitz Anthony Walsh, seneschal of Leinster in the

reign of king John, founded the town of Thomastown, on the river

Nore. The Walshes lost most of their possessions in the Williamite

wars, but they are still numerous about the Walsh Mountains,

where they hold extensive grazing farms, famous for dairies. The

Butlers, viscounts of Galmoy, the Graces, Walshes, Roths, and

Shees, lost their extensive estates in Kilkenny in the war of the

revolution for their adherence to James II., and many members

of these families, having entered the Irish brigades, were distin-

guished officers in the service of France, Spain and Austria. The

Burkes, a branch of the Burkes of Connaught, settled in Kilkenny

and Tipperary, and some of them in Kilkenny took the name of

Gaul, from Gall, signifying an Englishman, and from them Gauls-

town got its name. The Purcells were also numerous and respec-

table in Kilkenny and Tipperary, and in the latter county had the

title of barons of Loughmoe.

In Queen's county the following were the chief families of Eng-

lish descent ; after Leix had been formed into a county the follow-

ing seven families were the chief English settlers in the reigns of

queen Mary and Elizabeth, and were called the seven tribes, namely,

the Cosbys, Barringtons, Bowens, Rushes, Hartpoles, Hethering-

tons, and Hovendens ; and in the reign of Charles I.,Villiers, duke

of Buckingham, having got extensive grants in Queen's county, his

lands were formed into the manor of Villiers, and passed to the

presentdukes of Buckingham; and after the Cromweliian wars and

2 K 2
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of Bryan Oge O'Neill, defeated O'Kane, and slew

in the engagement thirty-two of O'Kane's people,

and during the same contest many depredations

and slaughters were committed by both parties

;

the son of Mac Quillan was slain by O'Kane, and

Mao Quillan plundered Aibne O'Kane.

The English of Dublin and Meath made an in-

cursion into O'BjTne's country (in Wicklow),

where they committed great depredations ; but

they were overtaken bythe O'Byrnes and O'Tooles,

the revolution the families of Parnell, Pole, Pigott, Prior, Coote,

Cowley, Uawson, Dcsparil, Vese.v, Staples, Brown, Johnson,

Trench, Weldon, and Walpole, got extensive possessions.

In King's county, the Fitzgeralds, Digbys, Husseys, and Fitz-

simons, were the chief families of English descent before the reign

of Elizabeth, and some of the Fitzsimons took the Irish name of

Slac Ruddery, from the Irish Mac Ridire, which signifies the Son

of the Knight. In after times the Armstrongs, Droughts, Burys,

Parsons, llolesworths, Lestranges, and Westenraa were the chief

English settlers.

NobilUy.—The following have jeen the noble families in Kil-

kenny, King's and Queen's counties, from the reign of king John

to the present time :

In Kilkenny.—The Marshalls, earls of Pembroke, the de Clares,

earls of Gloucester and Hertford, and the de Spencers, as above

mentioned, were all lords of Kilkenny ; the Butlers, earls of Or-

mond and Ossory, and m.irquesses and dukes of Orniond,

earls of Kilkenny, earls of Gowran, earls of Glengall, earls of

Carrick, viscounts of Galmoy, viscounts Mountgarrett, and barons

of Kells ; the Bullens, earls of Ossory ; the Fitzpatricks, barons of

Gowran and earls of Ossory ; the Graces, barons of Courtstown
;

the Fitzgeralds, barons of Burntchurch ; the Wandesfords, earls of

Castlecomer ; the de Montmorencys, viscounts -Mountmorres and

viscounts Frankfort ; the Flowers, barons of Castle Durrow and

viscounts Ashl)rook ; the Ponsoubys, earls of Besborough, and

viscounts Uuncannon ; the Agars, barons of Calan, viscounts of

Clifden and barons of Dover ; theCuffes, viscounts Gastlecutfe and

barons of Desart ; the family of Mathew, earls of Landaff, and of

great note in Tipperary, were forgotten to be mentioned in that

county.

In Queen's county, the Marshalls, earls of Pembroke ; the de

Bruses and Mortimers, as above mentioned, were lords of Leix
;

the Fitzpatricks, barons of Castletown, barons of Ciowran, and

earls of Upper Ossory ; the Butlers, barons of Cloughgrennan
;

the Cootes, earls of Mountrath ; the Molyneuxes, viscounts of

Maryborough and earls of Sefton, in England ; the Dawsons,

earls of Portarlington ; the de Veseys, barons of Knapton and

viscounts de Vesey.

In Kinrj's county, the Fitzgeralds, barons of Offaley and earls

ofKildare; the Digbys, barons of Geashill, and earls Dighy, in

England ; the O'CarroUs, barons of Ely ; the O'Sionnaghs or

Foxes, barons of Kilcoursey ; the O'Dempseys, barons of Philips-

town and viscounts of Clanmaliere ; the Lamberts, barons of Kil-

courcy and earls of Cavan ; the Blundells, barons of Edenderry
;

the family of Parsons, at Birr or Parsonstown, are earls of Ross

and barons of Oxraantown ; the Molesworths, barons of Philips-

town ; the Moores, barons of Tullamore ; the Burys, barons of

TuUamore and earls of Charleville ; the Tolers, earls of Norbury

viscounts Glandine ; the Westenras, barons of Rossmore, have

extensive estates in Monaghan and King's county.

Ecclesittnticnl Divisions. The following have been the bishops'

sees in Kilkenny, King's and Queen's counties :

The See of Ossory was first founded at Sniffer, now the parish

of Seir-Kieran, near Birr, in the King's county ; and was so called

from Kiaran of Saiger, a celebrated saint who founded a church

there in the beginning of the fifth century, and who was called

St. Kiaran the elder, to distinguish him from Kiaran of Clon-

macuois, who lived at a later period. The see of Saiger was

who defeated the English, and slew four score of

them, and took from them immense spoils.

The son of Mac Mun-ogh, lord of Leinster,

namely Murtogh Cavenagh, heir to the lordship of

Leinster, was slain by the English of the Condae

Riavach (Wexford), and Mac Miurogh, after the

death of his son Murtogh, waged war against the

English of Wexford and of Leinster, who were

obliged to liberate the seven hostages who were

taken on the day Murtogh was slain, and to pay

afterwards transferred to Achadhboe or Aghnboe, sometimes caWed
Aghnvoe, in the barony of Upper Ossory, in the Queen's county,

where a celebrated monastery was founded by St. Canice, in the

sixth century. The see of Aghaboe continued to be the seat of the

diocese of Ossory, to near the end of the twelfth century, when it

was removed to Kilkenny, and called the see of Ossory ; and the

bishops of Ossory were in early times styled bishops of Saiger, and
sometimes bishops of Aghavoe. The diocese of Ossory compre-
hends almost the whole of the county of Kilkenny, with the

barony of Upper Ossory, in the Queen's county ; and the pari^
of Seir-Kiaran, in the King's county, being nearly co-extensive

with the ancient principality of Ossory. Clonenagh, in the Queen's
county, had a celebrated monastery founded in the fifth century by
St. Fintan, and its abbots were also styled bishops ; it was annexed
to the see of Leighlin. Birr had a celebrated abbey founded by
St. Brendan, in tho sixth century, and its abbots were styled

bishops ; it was annexed to the see of Killaloe.

The See of Clonmoctiois, in Irish, Cluan Mac Nois, signifying,

according to some accounts, the retreat of the sons of the noble,

either from the great numbers of the sons of the Irish nobility who
resorted to its college for education, or, from many of the Irish

princes having their burial places in its cemetery. An abbey was
founded here in the sixth century by St. Kiaran the younger, on lands

granted by Dcrmod, the son of Carroll, monarch of Ireland, and it

became one of the most celebrated seats of learning and religion in Ire-

land in the early ages. It was formed into a bishop's see, and the ca-

thedral was erected in the twelfth century by the O'Melaghlins, kings

ofAIeath,who conferred most extensive endowments of land son the

abbey and see. A city and college were also founded here, and
the jjlace maintained its literary and religious celebrity for many
centuries; but having been repeatedly devastated by the Danes,
during the ninth, tentli, and eleventh centuries, and frequently

ravaged by the English, in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries
;

and its cathedral and churches having been finally demolished by
the barbarian soldiers of the English garrison of Athlone, in the

reign of Elizabeth, it has fallen into utter decay ; but its ancient

greatness is amply demonstrated by the magnificent and venerable

ruins of the cathedral and seven churches, and of a castle, together

with two beautiful round towers, some splendid stone Crosses, and
other antiquities which still remain. It contains one of the most
ancient and extensive cemeteries in Ireland, and was the burial

place of many of the Irish kings and princes, as the O'Conors,
kings of Connaught, of whom Torlogh O'Conor, monarch of Ire-

land in the twelfth century, together with his son Roderick
O'Conor, the last Milesian monarch of Ireland, were buried in its

cathedral, and also many of the O'Melaghlins, kings of Meath

;

the O'Kellys, princes ofHy Maine ; the Mac Dermotts, princes of
Moylurg, and several other ancient and noble Irish families.

Clonmacnois, called the lona of Ireland, is beautifully situated in

a lonely retreat on the banks of the Shannon, and though now
part of the King's county, the diocese originally formed part of

the ancient kingdom of Meath, and was united to the see of

Meatli in the latter end of the sixteenth century. In the abbey of

Clonmacnois was written the celebrated work called the Annals of

Tigearnach, by that learned abbot, in the eleventh century ; and of

this work , together n ith the Book ofClonmacnois, and various other

ancient Irish MSS., an account will be given in a future mmiber on

the ancient literature of Lemster.
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Mac Murrogh eight hundred marks as an eraic

(fine), for the death of his son.

A contention arose between Husrh Buidhe

O'Neill and Mac Quillan, in which the O'Neill

joined Mac Quillan against Hugh Buidhe.

A.D. 1443.

Aongus Mac Gillfinnen, abbot of Lisgoole, died.

Manus Mac Mahon, a worthy heir to the lord-

ship of Oriel (Monaghan), for hospitality and feats

of arms, died.

Eiver Mac Mahon was killed by O'Neill, i. e.

Owen, the son of Niall Oge.

Fingin and Dermod, the sons of Mac Gillpa-

trick, lord of Ossory, were treacherously slain in

Kilkenny, at the instance of the son of Richard

Butler.

Bn,'an, son of Edmond, son of Thomas, son of

Cathal O'FeiTall, was killed and drowned while

endeavouring to make his escape from the island of

Port-an-goirtin (in Longford), where he had been

kept confined for two years and a half by Donal

Buighe O'Ferrall.

Mulroona, the son of Teige O'Carroll, lord of

Ely, died.

Teige O'Dowd, the son of the lord ofTireragh,

was slain by his own kinsmen.

Hugh Buidhe O'Neill committed great depreda-

tions on his elder brother, j\Iurtogh Roe O'Neill,

who was obliged to pay him his tribute for the

plunder, afler which they made perfect peace with

each other.

O'Flynn of Siol Maoih-uain (in Galway), and

some of his kinsmen, were slain by the Clan Cos-

tello, in the house of O'Killeen.

Mulroona, son of Mulroona O'Dowd, was trea-

cherously slain by his own brother.

Mac Egan of Ormond, namely, Gillananeev, son

of Gillananeev, the son of Hugh, chief professor

of Brehonism in Munster, a man versed in various

arts, and who kept a house of general hospitality,

died.

Hugh j\Iac Egan, son of Fergal, the son of

Boetius, died, in the tide of his prosperity ; and he

was the most learned and eloquent man of the

Irish in his time, and chief professor of laws in

North Connaught.

A.D. 1444.

Richard, son of the great dean, the son of Donal,
son of .John Gallda O'Ferrall, the bishop of Ar-
dagh, died.

William O'Hetigen, bishop of Elphin, went to

Rome, accompanied by a great number of the

clergy of Connaught, where he and the greater

part of them died ; among them ^\ere Teige, the

son of Teige Mac Dermott, after ha\ing obtained

the abbacy of Boyle ; Wilham, son of the dean

O'Flanagan, prior of Roscommon ; the son ofMa-
lachy, son of Cormac, son of Cormac Mac Donogh,
abbot of Ballysadare, as well as many also of the

clergy of Ulster.

Hugh Buigh, the son of Brj-an Ballach O'Neill,

king presumptive of Ireland, the most famous for

hospitality and feats of arms of any of the hens

presumptive in his time ; a man who recovered by
force most territory from the English, was wound-
ed by the cast of a javelin in Iveagh (in county of

Down), of which he lay in the pains of death for

twenty-five days, namely, from Spy Wednesday to

the second day of summer, when he died, on a Sa-

turday, after having gained the ^•ictory over the

world and the devil.

O'Neill, namely, Owen, the son of Niall Oge,

and the greater portion of the Irish of Ulster, ex-

cept O'Donnell, marched with a very great force

to plunder and dispossess the sons of Hugh Buighe

(O'Neill), after his death ; Murtogh Roe O'Neill,

Henry O'Neill, Mac Quillan, with all their auxili-

aries, mustered a large force to oppose them in the

Duv Thrian (in Antrim), and they cut a naiTOw

pass through the wood, in the direction in which

they expected they would march on them ; O'Neill

having entered this naiTow pass with his forces, the

other party attacked them, and slew Mac Donnell

ofthe galloglasses, who was in the rear of the army

and amongst those that w^ere marching ; the army

became greatly dispirited on that account, and

offered the other party their choice hostages,

whom they might select on conditions of per-

mitting them to return out of the narrow pass,

which they did with soitow and disappointment

;

amongst the hostages they offered, selected by

themselves, to the sons of Mac-I-Neill Buidhe,

were Hugh, the son of O'Neill; the son of Henry

O'Neill; the son of Mac Mahon; the son ofO'Mil-

lan, and fifteen others along with them.
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Owen, the son of Donal, the son of Murtogh

O'Conor, lord of Sligo and of the territory of Car-

buiy, was slain with the cast of a dart by the sons

of Cormac Mac Donogh ; for the son of Malachy,

the son of Cormac Mac Donogh, had been killed

before that time in a fight by the grandson of

John O'Hart, and it was on that account Owen,

the son of Donal, was slain.

O'Neill, that is Owen, marched with his forces

into theEngUsh settlements in Oriel, and plundered

and burned many of them ; he also plundered

Stradbally of Dundalk, and he obtained sixty

marks and two tuns of wine for sparing the town

from burning.

A great miracle was wrought by the image of

the Virgin Maiy at Trim, namely, a bhnd person

was restored to sight, a dumb person to liis speech,

a cripple to the use of his feet, and the use of his

hand was given to a person who had it contracted

and bound to his side.

O'Neill having attacked the English, plundered

a great deal of their property, and received great

payments from them on condition of making peace

with them for half a year ; and after that peaceable

agreement with the son of O'Neill, Bryan, son of

Donal, the son of Owen O'Neill, mai-ched with a

preying party into the English settlements, where

Bryan himself was killed by the cast of a stone,

and Eiver Mac Mahon was taken prisoner, and

many others of his party were slain.

Torlogh, son of Owen, the son of Roderick

O'Conor, was killed by the Clan Conmaigh, by

the cast of a dart.

John, son of Bryan, the son of Edmond O'Fer-

rall, and eight others, were slain by John O'Fer-

rall, and by the sons of Donal Buidhe O'Ferrall,

on Slieve Callan of Brileth (in Longford).

Edmond, son of Thomas, the son of Cathal

O'Fen-all, died.

Manus Mac Mahon, heir to the lordship of

Oriel (Monaghan), died, and was buried at Clones.

Eber, the son of Bryan Mac Mahon, heir to

the lordship of Oriel, was killed.

Teige O'Brien, lord of Thomond, died.

Sioda Cam Mac Namara, chief of Clan Cuilein

(in Clare), a general entertainer of the men of

Ireland, died between the two Christmases (witliin

the twelve days of Christmas).

Duvcovlagh, daughter of Thomas Mac Guu-e,

lord of Fermanagh, the wife of Owen Mac Cagh-

well, a humane, charitable, and hospitable woman,

died.

A. D. 1445.

Thomas O'Lennon, a canon and sacristan of

Lisgoole, died.

O'Donnell, Philip Mac Guire, the sons of Hugh
Mac Guire, and the sons of Owen O'Conor,

marched with a great force to Sligo, and burned

it, and slew Mac Donogh, lord of Tirerrill,

namely, Tomaltach Mac Donogh, and many
others,

William, son of John, the son of Donal O'Fer-

rall, lord of Annaly, died at an advanced age, after

a well spent life ; and two chiefs were then nomi-

nated for Annaly ; namely, Rossa, son of Murtogh

Midhiach, the son of Bi-yan O'Ferrall, was nomi-

nated by the entire tribe of Murrogh O'FeiTall

;

and Donal Buidhe, son of Donal, the son of John

O'Ferrall, was nominated chief by the clan of

Hugh, and the clan of John O'Ferrall, and by all

his friends ; the country was very much disturbed

between them, until at length they made peace by

dividing Annaly between them.

Roderick, son of Thomas Mac Guire, the son

of the lord of Fermanagh, died.

Mac Gillfinnen, namely, Bryan, chief of Muin-

tirPeodachain (in Fermanagh), a man distinguished

for hospitality, and for defending his rights against

neighbouring enemies, died.

Donogh Ballach Mac Gauran, heir to the chief-

taincy of TuUaghaw (in Cavan), died.

Dermod O'Toole, lord of Clan Toole (in Wick-

low) was slain while endeavouring to recover a

plunder taken from him the same day by the sons

of Tomaltach O'Dempsey, being at the time

eighty years of age.

Conor, the son of O'Conor Kerry, was slain by

Mahon O'Conor, his kinsman, both being in the

same boat at the time going to Iniscatha (Scatteiy

Island on the Shannon).

Richard Mac Quillan (in Antrim), was killed.

Thomas Dillon and young Richard Dillon died.

Laighnagh, the son of Hugh Buighe Mac
Geoghegan, was slain at Cuill an Connaidh (the

wood of Connaidh in W^estmeath), by the sons of

Murtogh Oge Mac Geoghegan.

Donogh Bacach O'Rourke died, and West
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Brefney nominated Donogh, the son of Tiarnan

Oge O'Rourke, the O'Rourke, in opposition to

Loghhn, the son of Teige O'Rourke.

A.D. 1446,

Owen O'Lennon, prior of the monastery of

Lisgoole, died.

Roderick, son of Ardgal More Mac Mahon,
lord of Oriel, died ; and his son Hugh Roe was

appointed his successor by O'Neill.

O'Donnell marched with a great force into Con-

naught to aid his friends, first to O'Rourke's place,

and from thence through Moy Nisse (in Leitrim,

near Carrick-on-Shannon), crossed the Shannon

into Moylurg through the plain of Connaught, and

through Clanconway; and Mac William Burke

having come to meet him at Dunamon, took him

with him to Conmaicne Cuile Tola (Kilmaine in

Mayo).

Peregrine, son of INIaine, the son of Niall

Sionach (Fox), lord of the men of Teffia, died.

Edmond O'Byrne, lord of Hy Faolain (borders

of Wicklow and Kildare), died, and Dunlaing

O'Byrne was appointed his successor.

Donogh, son of Art, the son of Dermod (Mac
Murrogh), lord of Hy Kinsellagh (in Wexford

and Carlow), was killed by the O'Byrnes and

O'Tooles.

A great contest was carried on between O'Co-

nor Faily and the English of Meatli, a great part of

Meath was burned and plundered, and many of

the people slain ; the predatory parties often ad-

vanced as far as Tara, northward, and as far as

Cuil Maighe Claraigh' eastward ; and Bryan, the

son of the Calvach O'Conor, was taken prisoner

by the English in that war.

A contest arose between the two O'Conors in

the plain of Connaught, in which Dermod Roe,

the son of Teige O'Conor, was slain by O'Conor

Don, aided by the Clan Maurice-na-mbrigh (Clan

Morris, in Mayo), and by some of the Clan Felim

A.D. 1446.

1. Cut Maiijhe Clnrn'ujh, or the district of the level plain, was
an extensive tract in the south-eastern part of Meath, situated be-

tween Kilcock and Dunboyne, and the name is still retained in the

parish of Moyglare.

2. Lough Ainn'inn of the son of Neimid was so called from

Ainnian, the son of Neimid, or Nemedius, a Scythian, who planted

the colony called Nemedians inlreland, in the early ages ; it is now

(O'Conors), in Cuil O'Fionntain (Coola^^n in

Sligo).

A great commotion took place in Thomond, by

which the entire territory was spoiled, and O'Brien

himself was taken prisoner ; but Mac William of

Clanrickard having entered Thomond forcibly,

liberated O'Brien, and restored all to order.

The Mac Donoghs, Torlogh CaiTach O'Conor,

and O'Conor Don, having joined Mac William of

Clanrickarde, for the purpose of appointing a Mac
Donogh (in Tirerrill, county of Sligo), they finally

agreed on electing two Mac Donoghs, giving half

of the country to each, namely, John, the son of

Conor Mac Donogh, and Teige, the son of Tomal-

tach More Mac Donogh.

Feilim, the son of John O'Rourke, was killed

within the precincts of Fenagh by his own clan,

namely, by the sons of Loghhn O'Rourke.

The son of Donal O'Rourke was killed by the

sons of Donogh, the son of Tiarnan O'Rourke.

Thomas, the son of Thomas Oge O'Reilly, was

slain on great Christmas day by the sons of Red-

mond, the son of Gillaisa O'Reilly.

Donal O'Coffey, a good military leader, and a

learned poet, and his two sons, were slain on Cro-

Inis of Lough Annan'- of the son of Nemeth, by

the sons of Art O'Melaghlin, and the sons of

Fiacha Mac Geoghegan.

Tanaidhe, son of Maoilin, the son of Tan-

aidhe O'Maolconiy, died in Clan Feorais, between

the two Easters, and was buried in the monastery

of Baile-ui-Bhogain.*

Teige Mac Clancy (in Leitrim), was kdled by

Cormac, the son of O'Flanagan.

Edmond, the son of Mac Maurice Kerry, was

slain by Cormac, the son of Owen Mac Carthy.

Bryan O'Dowd was killed by the people of Ty-

rawley.

Dermod, son of Ir, the son of Cathal Roe ]\Iac

Rannall, was slain.

known as Lough Ennell, near Mullingar, in Westmeath, and Cro-

inis was the name of one of the islands on the lake.

3. Bnile-ui-Bhog(iin, a parish in the barony of Upper Moyfen-

ragh, county of Meath, where there was an ancient Augustinian

abbey. The Clan Feorais, above-mentioned, signifies the Berming-

hams, as it appears that this district belonged to the Bermingbams

of Kildare.
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A.D. 1447.

The abbot of Fenagh, a man who kept a house

of general hospitality, died.

A great plague raged in the summer and harvest

of this year, ofwhich the following died: theprior of

Ballybogan(in Meath) ; the prior of Connala(Con-

nell inKildare) ; the baron of Calatrom (Hussey, ba-

ron of Galtrim in Meath) ; Gerald, the grandson of

Waldron, and a great many in Meath, Munster, and

Leinster ; and some say that seven hundred priests

died of it.

The church of Aghalurcher (in Fermanagh), was

roofed, and the eastern tower was raised, by Tho-

mas Oge Mac Guire, lord of Fermanagh, in

honour of God and SS. Tigearnach and Ronan, for

the benefit of his own soul.

Donal Ballach, son of Thomas, the son of

Philip Mac Guire, was killed by Donogh, the son

of Philip Mac Guire, aided by the sons of Art

Mac Guire, and the people of Orgial, and by the

sons of O'Daivin ; for Donal was in opposition to

Mac Guire, and against Philip, the tanist of the

country ; and it happened, while he was returning

from Brefney O'Reilly, on his journey to the town

of Henry O'Neill, that he was attacked and slain
;

and he was buried in the monastery of Lisgoole.

Hugh, son of Thomas Oge Mac Guire, the son

of the lord of Fermanagh, died.

Feihm, son of John, the son of Philip O'Reilly, a

worthy heir to the lordship of Brefney, for noble

deeds and hospitahty, having gone to Trim (in

Meath), to visit the king of England's viceroy,

lord Furnival, was taken prisoner by him, and
died of the plague, after having gained the

victory of extreme unction and repentance, and

was buried in the monastery of Trim.

Fionnguala, daughter of Calvach O'Conor Faily,

and of Margaret, the daughter of O'CarroU, who
was first the wife of O'Donnell, and afterwards of

Hugh Buighe O'Neill, the most distinguished

woman in Ireland in her time, except her mother
alone, for personal figure and form, in fame and
nobility, having exchanged this transitory world

for eternal life, entered a religious and devout order

in the monastery of Killaghy (in King's county).

Hugh, son of Murtogh Oge Mac Geoghegan,
the most active champion of the southern Hy NiaU,

and heir to the chieftaincy of all Kinel Fiacha (in

Westmeath), died of a short sickness.

Edmond, son of Edmond Burke, and Fehm, son

of Murrogh Mac Rannall, died.

Gillananeev, son of Aireachtagh, the son of

Solom (Solomon) Mac Egan, chief Brehon and

professor of laws in Ireland, died.

William O'Doran, chief Brehon of Leinster, and

his wife, died of the plague.

Owen, son of Pedras, the son of Saordalaidh

O'Breslen, chief Brehon of Fermanagh, and head

erenach of Aireach Maolain (DerryvuUen in Fer-

managh), died.

Conor, the son of John Mac Branan (in Ros-

common), having resigned his lordship, Tomaltach

Carrach, son of Con, the son of Hugh, was ap-

pointed his successor.

The monastery of Leix (Abbeyleix in Queen's

county), in Leinster, in the bishoprick of Leighhn,

was founded by O'Moore, in honour of St. Francis
;

and he selected it as a burying place for the

O'Moore and his posterity.

A.D. 1448.

A great plague raged in Meath, of which Conor,

the son of Hugh O'FeiTall, Dermod Mac Conway,

and Henry Duv Mac Techeden, three of the friars

of Longford O'Ferrall, died.

Conor Mac Faolchudha, bishop of Ros Ailithir

(Ross), died.

The abbot of the Trinity on Lough Key died.

James Oge, son of James Gallda, the son of the

earl of Ormond, died.

Cathal, the son of O'Conor Faily, was killed by

the English of Leinster.

Cuchonacht, the son of Philip Mac Guire, died

after having gained the victory of repentance, and

was buried in the church of Aghalurcher. O'Hara

Riavach was killed. O'Loughlin, lord of Burren,

died.

NiaU O'MuUoy was killed by the people of Hy
Riagain (in Queen's county).

Conor, son of John, the son of Eachmarcach

Mac Branan, lord of Corcachlan (in Roscommon),

for thirty six years, died at Dumha Sealga in Moy
Aoi, having resigned his lordship the year previous,

and was interred at Roscommon.

Cathal, son of Felim, the son of Roderick

O'Conor, was killed by the sons of Roderick, the

son of Cathal O'Conor, namely, Torlogh and

Dermod.
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Teige Oge, son of Teige, the son of Gillacollam

O'Higgin, chief professor of poetry of Ireland and
Scotland, died after repentance, at Kilconla (in

Galvvay), and was buried in the monastery of Ath-

leathan (in Mayo).

Derniod, son of Owen, the son of Mahon
O'Daly, chief professor of the men of Meath, a

learned man and poet, died, and was interred at

Durrow of Columkille (in King's county).

A. D. 1449.

Donogh, son of Tiarnan Oge (O'Rourke), lord

of West Brefney, being in a consumptive disease

of the chest for a year, died, and Tiarnan, the son

of Teige O'Rourke, was elected by West Brefney

as his successor,

Owen, the son ofJohn (O'Reilly), lord of Muin-
ter Maolmora (county of Cavan), died, and John
O'Reilly, his son, was appointed by O'Neill, and

by the tribe ofJohn O'Reilly ; and Fergal, the son

of Thomas More OReilly, was elected by the Clan

Mahon O'Reillys, and by the English, in conse-

quence of which a great contention and commo-
tion arose between them ; the lord justice (Richard

Nugent, baron of Delvin) and the earl of Ormond,
having gone to aid Fergal O'Reilly, John, with his

forces, made an attack on the van of their army,

and slew and took prisoners three score of them,

with the son of Torlogh, and the son of Donal
Bane O'Reilly.

Bryan Oge O'Neill died.

More, daughter of Hugh, the son of Philip Mac
Guire of the Battle Axe, the wife of Ai-t, the son of

Owen O'Neill, died.

A.D. 1449.
1. Dtihe of YorJi. Ricliard Plantagenet, duke of York, earl of

March and Rutland, earl of Ulster and Cork, lord of Connauglit,
Clare, Trim, and Meath, landed at Howth in July, 1449, as lord
lieutenant of Ireland, the conditions on which he accepted the ap-
pointment heing, that he should be the king's lieutenant in Ireland
for ten years, and that to support the charge he should receive all

the king's revenues without account ; and that he should also be
supplied with treasure out of England, namely, four thousand
marks the first year, and two thousand pounds advanced before-

hand, and for the other nine years should receive two thousand
pounds per annum ; that he might let or farm any of the king's

lands, and place or displace all officers at his pleasure ; that he
might levy what numbers of men he thought fit, and might be at
liberty to appoint a deputy, and return at his pleasure. During his

administration in Ireland, for a period of eight years, the following

Lords Deputies acted under him, namely— in 1450, James Butler,
earl of Ormond ; in 14,r2, Richard Nugent, baron of Delvin ; in

14.53, John Mey, archbishop of Armagh ; in 1454, Thomas Fitzge-

rald, earl ofKildare; in 1436, Edward Fitz Eustace, baron of

Manus Buighe, son of Carbury, the son of Dun-
Mac Guire, died.

Mac tiuillan defeated Murtogh Roe O'Neill in an

engagement, in which the son of Maolmuire Mac
Sweeny, the constable of O'Neill's son, and Aon-
gus, the son of Mac Donnell of Scotland, with

many others, were slain.

A great commotion arose among the Connal-

lians, by which much damage was done.

O'Felan and Gillcreest Mac Ward, died.

Hugh, son of Loghlin, the son of Geoffrey

(O'Flanagan), for a considerable time lord of the

Clan of Cahill, the son of Muiredach Muilleathan

(king ofConnaught in the seventh century), having

resigned his lordship for the love of God, and con-

sented to have Dermod, the son ofGeofiVy O'Flana-

gan, appointed in his place, died.

The duke of York' having arrived in Ireland

with great honour, the earls of Ireland, and the

Irish on the borders of Meath, came and submitted

to him ; and gave him as many oxen as he desii'ed,

for the use of his kitchen.

A.D. 1450.

The archbishop of Connaught, namely, the son

of the parson, the grandson of John Burke, died

in Galway, (according to Ware, John Burke,

archbishop ofTuam).

Pierce or Peter Maguire, bishop of Clogher,

died at Cleenish, and was interred at Lisgoole.

The bi.shop O'Gallagher (of Raphoe) died.

Edmond, abbot of Eas Roe (at Ballyshannon),

died.

Conor O'Donnell, tanist of Tu'connell, died.

Portlester; and in 1450, Thomas, earl ofKildare, a second time.

The duke of York had extensive hereditary estates in Ireland, de-

rived from the de Burgos, earls of Ulster, the Mortimers, earls

of March, and Lionel, duke of Clarence, and had many contests

with the Irish chiefs, particularly the Mac Geoghegans of West-

meath, of whom he complains in a curious letter, given in Cam-
pion's Chronicle, that they had burned one of his chief towns,

called Rathmore, in Meath. His administration in Ireland is stated

to have been conducted with great equity and moderation, and he

became very popular amongst all classes. The duke departed from

Ireland in"l4fiO to assert his claim to the crown of England

against King Henry VI., of the house of Lancaster, for as head of

the House of York' he was heir to the throne ; a great number of

the Anglo-Irish nobility and gentry of Meath, and other jiarts of

the English pale, accompanied him to England, but were mostly

all killed at the liattle of Wakefield, A. D. 1460, in which the Lan-

castrians were victorious, and nearly three thousand of the York-

ists, together with the duke himself, were slain. The duke's sou

succeeded to the throne of England as King Edward IV.

2 L
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Nicholas O'Flanagan, parson of Devenish, died

at Rome, whither he had gone on a pilgrimage.

Maguire, namely, Thomas, son of Thomas, the

son of Philip of the Battle-Axe, went on a pilgrim-

age to Rome, and in a week after his departure

Donogh Dunchadhach, hrother of Maguire, namely

toThomasOge, proceeded to the residence ofCathal,

the son of Maguire, and took him prisoner in his

house at Cnocnindidh (Knockninny in Ferma-

nagh), and after having plundered his place he

brought him to Gort-an-Fheadain, where he slew

him, and then proceeded to Tullaghonoho (in Ca-

van), to attack Edmond and Donogh Maguire ; and

some time after Donogh Duncadhach went to hold

a conference with Edmond and Donagh at their

place, where they made j)eace with each other

;

but, however, Edmond at length took Donogh

Duncadhach prisoner by surprise, and brought

him with him to Aughalurcher, where he cut

off one of his hands and feet, in revenge of the

death of Cathal.

Murtogh O'Flanagan, chief of Tura (in Ferma-

nagh), having gone to Rome on a pilgrimage, died

after having gained the victory of repentance, and

his brother Connac succeeded him,

Henry O'Neill, Art O'Neill, and the son of

Owen O'Neill, having collected their forces, march-

ed into Trian Congaile' to aid Mac Quillan; and

Niall, the son of Henry, the son of Owen, went to

commit depredations on Murtogh, the son of Niall

Buighe, and plundered him; but Owen, the son of

Bryan Oge O'Neill, overtook him, defeated his

party, and gave Niall two thrusts of his spear, by

which he killed him, and he was buried at Armagh
with great honours.

John, the son of Owen O'Reilly, and Donal Ban

O'Reilly, concluded a peace with each other, and

Fergal, the son ofThomas More, (O'Reilly), hav-

ing resigned the lordship, received pay from John,

the son ofOwen, who got possession ofall Brefney.

Teige, son of Philip, the son of Thomas Ma-

guire, was killed by the sons of Cormac Mac Gau-

ran, and was buried at Lisgoole.

Andrew, son of Gillcreest O'Droma, a wise and

pious man, died after returning from Rome.

O'Cassidy of Cuil (Coole in Fermanagh), namely,

A.D. 1450.

1 . Trinn Congnil appears to have been a large territory in tlie

Teige, the son of Joseph, chief physician of Fer-

managh, died.

O'Higgin i. e. Tuathal, chief professor of Ireland

in poetry, died of a sudden sickness.

Great depredations were committed by the son

of Mac Geoghegan on the English, during which

he plundered and burned Rathvvire, Killucan,

(both in Westmeath), Bally Portel, Bally-na-nGall

Orgiall (the town of the English of Oriel), and

Kilbixy (in Westmeath) ; and during that com-

motion he took Carbry, the son of Lisagh, the son

of Rossa, (O'Ferrall), prisoner, and slew the two

sons of Tobias, the son of Hoberd, and Bryan, the

son of Lisagh, the son of Rossa, in the great town of

LoughSeudy (in Westmeath), and, in short, spoiled

an immense deal during that war. The English of

Meath, and the duke of York, with the king's

standard, marched to Mulhngar ; and the son of

Mac Geoghegan, with a great force of cavalry in

armour, marched on the same day to Beul-atha-

glas, to meet the English, who came to the resolu-

tion of making peace with him ; and they forgave

him all he had committed on them, on conditions

of obtaining peace.

Donogh O'Gallagher, the coarb of Adamnan
(abbot of Raphoe), died.

A. D. 1451.

Redmond, son of William Bermingham, died on

his journey from Rome, after his appointment to

the see of Tuam.
The monastery of Cavan was burned.

Margaret, daughter of O'CarroU, i. e. Teige, the

wife of O'Conor Faily, namely, the Calvach, the

best woman in her time in Ireland, for it was she

who gave two general entertainments of hospitality

in one year to the poor, died after the victory of

extreme unction and repentance, and having gain-

ed the victory over the world and the devil.

Felim O'Conor, the son of the Calvach, and of

the forementioned Margaret, heir to the lordship

of Oft'aley, a man ofgreat fame and nobility, died,

after having been in a consumptive disease for a

long time ; and there was only one night between

the death of each.

soutliern part oftlie county of Antrim, of which the O'Neills of

Claneboy were lords, as stated in tlie course of these Annals.
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MuiTogh O'Madden, lord of Siol Anmcha,

(in Galway), the most provident man in his own
territory, and of the most valiant hand and best

government, died.

Roderick, son of Maohnora Riavach O'Conor,

died.

Owen, son of Conor Mac Gillfinnen, son of the

chief of Muintir Peodachain (in Fermanagh), and

Gillpatrick Buighe Mac Gillfinnen, were slain by
Cuchonacht, the son of John, the son of Cu-

chonacht Maguire, on the 6th of the Ides of

February.

A great commotion arose amongst the Hy Ma-
nians (O'Kellys of Galway), and O'Conor Don
marched to the aid of O'Kelly, who gave him his

son, along with two other hostages, as security for

twenty marks, which the Hymanians had previously

received, viz. : fourteen marks in purchase for

peace land from Torlogh Oge, which Hugh O'Co-

nor had paid in, and six marks more fi'om Mac
Geoghegan in the same contest; and he (O'Conor)

defended O'Kelly on that occasion.

The castle of Corra Finne was erected by Mac
William of Clanrickard.

Cathal Duv, the son ofTomaltach Oge Mac Do-

nogh, was killed.

Cathal, the son of Bryan Mac Donogh, was kill-

ed by Bryan himself, who cast a skean at him while

opposing him respecting his protection.

The three sons of Malachy O'Beirne, Teige, Wil-

liam, and Donogh, were slain at Cluain Creamha,

(Cloncraff, in Roscommon), in one hour, by the

tribe of Malachy Mac Rannall, and by Donal, the

son of Bryan O'Beirne.

Fclim O'Conor plundei'ed 0'Gara,'and O'Gara

plundered the inhabitants of the great town of

O'Flynn (probably Castlerea, county of Roscom-

mon).

Dermod, son of Teige, the son of Cormac Mac
Carthy, was killed ; and Dermod, the son of O'Sul-

livan More (both in the county of Cork), was

killed in revenge of him.

Cathal Roe, the son of Cathal Duv O'Conor,

died.

Gillpatrick Oge O'Felan, a distinguished poet,

died.

A.D. 1452.

1. Cloch-an-bhodaigh, or the Giant's Stone, is a name applied

A.D. 1452.

Naghtan O'Donnell, the son of Torlogh of the

AVine, lord of Tirconncll, Kinel Moain, Inisowen,

and the neighbouring territories, a brave de-

fending hero, the capital letter of peace or war of

the north, was slain by the sons of Niall O'Don-
nell, his brother, in the dusk of the night, on the

festival of St. Brendan, because he had prevlouslj-

expelled from Tirconnell those sons of Niall,

namely, Donal and Hugh Roe ; Naghtan was sixty

years of age when he was slain.

Great commotions and dissensions arose between

Donal, the son of Niall Garv, and Roderick, the

son of Naghtan O'Donnell, about the lordship of

Tirconnell, so that the country w^as in confusion

between them, each having friends and abettors, in

plundering and destroying one another ; many were

slain and destroyed, and great plunders and de-

predations were committed on both sides.

O'Neill, i. e. Owen, with his forces, joined by
Maguire, mai-ched into Feadha (the woods or Fews
in Armagh), to war with the English of the plain

of Oriel (Louth) ; the son of O'Neill, namely,

Owen Oge O'Neill, and Maguire's people, pro-

ceeded to Cloch-an-Bhodaigh' to plunder the

English, from whom they carried oft" a prey to

their camp, the English, and the people of Mac
Mahon, with their ti-iends, pursued them, to reco-

ver the prey, until they came to the camp ; O'Neill

and Maguire, with their forces, pi-epared to oppose

them, and a conflict ensued, in which Mac Donnell

of the galloglasses, namely, Sorley More, and

many besides, were slain, and others of their forces

(O'Neill's and Mac Quire's forces), taken prison-

ers. O'Neill returned to his fortress that night,

in great wTath, and Henry, his son, on receiving

intelligence of this, came to his father's place, and

after thatMacMahon went to O'Neill and his sons,

and they made peace with each other, and an eraic

(fine) was given to O'Neill as a reparation for the

dishonour done him, and also a fine for the death

of Mac Donnell.

The earl of Ormond (James Butler) lord justice

of Ireland, demolished the castle of Uaithne (Ow-

ney, on the borders of Tippei-ary and Limerick),

on Conor O'Mulryan ; he took the castle of

to some huge stones, part of a Drni<lical monument, or cromleac,

wliich still remains in the parish of Hallymascanlon, near Dundalk.

2 l2
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Leige (the castle of Ley, near Portarlington), from

the O'Dempseys, who sufiered him to march to

Airem, in order to release the son of Bermingham,

who was imprisoned there, after which he burned

Airem ; from thence he proceeded into Offaley,

and O'Conor came, and submitted to him as a

surety for releasing the son of Birmingham ; from

thence he went into Annaly, and O'Ferrall came

and submitted to him, and promised him nine

score ofoxen for obtaining peace ; both parties pro-

ceeded from thence into Magh Breaghmaine, where

they demolished the castle of Barrach'^, and des-

troyed the greater portion of the corn of the

counti-y ; from that they marched to Fore (in

Westmeath), and from thence to Magh Maine,

where the O'Reillys (of Cavan), came and submit-

ted to him, and paid him his tribute ; from thence

he proceeded to the plain of Oriel (in Louth),

where the Mac Mahons paid him his tribute, afler

which he went to the O'Neills (in Tyrone), and

compelled Henry O'Neill to put away from him

the daughter of Mac William Burke, whom he had

as wife after the death of O'Donnell, who had been

her husband, and to take back to him again his

own married wife, namely, the daughter of Mac

Murrogh, the earl's own sister (sister-in-law) ; he

then proceeded to Baile-Atha-Firdiadh MacDamh-

aiu', where he died between the two Lady Days,

after having performed all these journeys in one

half-quarter (six weeks). The daughter of the

earl of Kildare, namely, the countess of Ormond,

died three weeks previous to the death of her hus-

band, the forementioned carl.

The peace which was established between the

English and L-ish became dissolved after the death

of the earl, and sir Edward Eustace was appointed

lord justice.

More daughter of O'Conor Faily, the wife of

INIac William of Clanrickard, died of the plague.

A most surprising occuiTcnce happened this

year, some time before the death of the earl, viz..

2. The Castle of Barrack, that is, the castle of Barry, which
was situated in tlie parisli of Tashiiiny, in tlie county of Longford,

on the borders of Westmeath. Magh Breaghmaine, here men-
tioned, was the i)lain of Brawney, from which the barony of Braw-
ney, in the county of Westmeath, tooli its name. jMagh Maine,

above-mentioned, signifying the plain of Maine, was so called from

Maine, one of the sons of Niall of tlie Hostages, monarch of Ire-

land, who got that territory in,the Hi'tli century. Itcomprised the

present barony of Demifore in Westmeath, and the name is still

the river Liffey was dried up for the space of two

miles.

John Mac Donogh, the joint-chief of Tirerrill,

died.

Teige, the son of Dermod Roe O'Conor Don,

died.

Torlogh Roe, the son of Bryan Ballach O'Conor,

Torlogh, son of Teige, the son of Torlogh Roe
O'Conor, and Henry Crumthain, the son of Wil-

liam Mac David, were slain on Corrslieve-na-Seag-

sa (Curlew moiuitains, in Roscommon), by the

forces of the Mac Donoghs, in the summer of this

year.

David O'Moore, the son of the lord of Leix,

was killed by a fall.

Cathal, son of William, son of John, the son of

Donal O'Ferrall, was killed by the cast of a dart,

after the burning of Fore.

Giollananeev, son of Hugh O'Hanley, lord of

Kinel Dofta (in Roscommon), died at Clooncoirp-

the, being blind for a considerable time there,

after having previously resigned his lordship.

Loghlin Oge O'Hanley, chief of Kinel Doffa,

was treacherously slain in the Cranoge (fortress)

of Lough Leisi, by Murrogh, the son of Giollana-

neev O'Hanley, and by Mac Uaitne, the son of

Giollananeev, after he had been betrayed by his

own people, namely, Donal Carrach O'Mulbride,

his son, and Thomas, the son of Gillcreest O'Mul-

bride ; and Roderick Buighe, the son of Giollana-

neev, was appointed chief, who hanged the three

guards of his own people for their evil deeds in

having betrayed Loghlin.

Teach Munna (Taghmon, county of West-

meath), was plundered and burned by Fergal Mac
Geoghegan.

Mac Carty Riagh, lord ofHy Carbury (in Cork),

died, and Dermod An Dunaigh was appointed his

successor.

Bryan, the son of Calvach O'Conor and of

Margaret, was killed by a fall.

retained in the parish of Mayne, near Castlepollard.

3. Atli Firdhla, signifying the Ford of Firdia, now Ardee, in

the county of Louth, got its name from Fir Dia, a Damnonian, or
Firbolg warrior, who was slain at the ford on the river there, by
the celebrated champion Cuchullain, who was one of the chiefs of
the Red Branch Knights of Ulster about the commencement of the

Christian era, and resided in his fortress at Duudealgan, now
Uundallv.
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Fergal Roe Oge, son of Fergal Roe, son of Fer-

gal Roe, son of Donogh, the son of Murtogh More
Mac Geoghegan, a commander of an army of great

fame and renown in his time, was killed by the

son of the baron of Delvin (Nugent), and the sons

of Pierce D'Alton, at Cruach Aball (Noghaval in

Westmeath), and he was beheaded by them, and

his head was carried to Trim and to Dublin, at

which places it was exhibited, and it was brought

back again and buried with his body at Durrow

of Columkille (in King's county).

Malachy, the son of lorard O'Maolconry, died

of the cholic, on the festival of St. Michael, which

happened to be on Friday.

O'Coffey, i. e. Hugh Mac-an-Chlasaigh, a

learned poet and a man of hospitality, died of the

plague in Feara Tullach (FertuUagh in AVestmeath).

Cuchonacht O'Felan and Gillaisa O'Felan, died.

O'Duigenan of Bally Cailleach Foghair, i. e. Ma-

nns, the son of Malachy Roe, died.

Hugh, son of Hugh Oge, son of Hugh, the son

of Philip of the Battle Axe Maguire, was killed in

the castle of O'Rourke, i. e. of Tiarnan, son of

Teige, the son of Tiarnan, by Bryan, son of Do-

nogh, the son of Hugh Maguire, on the 6th of the

Ides of April.

Conor Mac Gillfinnen, chief of Muintir Peoda-

chain (in Fermanagh), died on the sixth of the

Kalends of April.

A.D. 1453.

Mac Mahon, i. e. Hugh Roe, the son of Rode-

rick, a man of great piety and hospitality, learned

in the arts, and distinguished for his feats of arms

and noble deeds, died on Easter eve, in his own
house at Lurgan (Lurgan-Green, in Louth), and

was intended at Clones ; and Felim, the son of Bryan

Mac Mahon, was appointed his successor over

the Orgiallans (people of Louth and Monaghan).

Cormac, son of Giolla Duv, son of Hugh, son of

Philip, the son of Dun Carrach Maguire, cfied on

the 16th of the Kalends of July.

A.D. 1453.

1. Ardglass.—The battle here mentioned was fought at Ari-

glass, a sea-port in tlie county of Down, and the circumstances

above narrated were as follows : A fleet of pirates from Wales

having carried off some ships from the Bay of Dublin, and having

at the same time taken prisoner Michael Tregury, then archbishop

of Dublin, and a native of Cornwall, the pirates were pursued by a

fleet from Dublin, which overtook them oS the coast of Down or

Roderick, the son of Hugh O'Conor, was killed

by the son of John Bm-ke, in Conmaicne of Dun-
more (in Galway).

Roderick, son of Cathal, the son of Roderick

O'Conor, died in the castle of Roscommon.
Murtogh, son of Owen, the son of Donal O'Co-

nor, was slain by his own kinsmen, Donal and

Cathal.

Owen, son of Donal Ban O'Reilly, and Philip,

the son of John O'Reilly, died; and Edmond,

the son of Torlogh O'Reilly, was slain by the

English.

The O'Neills of Claneboy sustained a great over-

throw at Ardglass' by the Savadges, and the Eng-

lish of Dublin, who, with a large fleet, pursued as

far as the northern sea a Welch fleet, by which the

shipping of Dublin had been plundered, and the

archbishop of Dublin taken prisoner ; and on then-

return Henry, the son of O'Neill Buighe, met the

English at Ardglass ; and they took him prisoner,

and slew Cu-uladh, the son of Cahwar Magennis,

heir to the lordship of Iveagh, Hugh ]Magennis,

Mac Arten, and also fourteen leaders from the

Routes (in Antrim), and their entu'e loss amounted

to five hundred and twenty.

Bryan, the son of Conor Mac Donogh, assumed

the chieftaincy of Tirerrill; and Teige Mac Donogh

was forsaken by his own friends.

A.D. 14.54.

Donal, the son of Niall Garv O'Donnell, was

appointed to the lordship of Tirconnell, in opposi-

tion to O'Donnell, i. e. Roderick, the son of

Naghtan ; and not long after that, Donal was

treacherously taken prisoner by O'Dogherty, in

his own house, and was sent by him to be

imprisoned in the castle of Inch (on an Island in

LoughSwilly,countyofDonegal). AVhen Roderick

received intelligence of this, he mustered a force,

and being joined by the forces of O'Kaneand Mac

Quillan, they immediately proceeded to demolish

the castle in which Donal was imprisoned and

Antrim, defeated them, and liberated the bishop ; and, according

to some accounts, 520 of the pirates wore slain ; but, according to

these Annals, it would appear that 520 of the Irish forces were

killed in the battle with the English, and the Savadges, who were

a powerful family, of English descent, settled in the county of

Down, and carried on frequent contests with the O'Neills of Clane-

boy, and other Irisli chiefs in that county , of whose lands they got

possession.
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guarded by a few persons under Cathal O'Dooyiar-

ma ; Roderick and his party set fire to the portal-

door and gateway of the castle, and the stairs took

fire, and Donal perceiving that he had no longer

time to live than the interval of these forces enter-

ing the fortress, he entreated, as a man for death

would entreat, to be released from his chains, for

he considered it treacherous that he should be

killed while in confinement and in chains ; his

request was complied with, and they -set him free

from his chains, after which he got up on the

battlements of the castle to take a view of the

forces, and seeing Roderick beneath him, who was
waiting for the flames to subside, that he might
enter to put Donal to death, Donal took a large

flag stone, which he found by his side, and letting

it drop directly over Roderick, it exactly fell on
the crest of his helmet on the top of his head,

which it completely smashed, and instantly killed

him; after his death his forces fled, andDonal saved

his life and the lordship of Tirconnell by that blow.

Donal, the son of John O'Reilly (ofCavan), died.

John Buighe and Gillpatrick, the sons of Aw-
lave, the son of Duncarrach Maguire, were

treacherously killed by Niall, son of Cormac, son

of Giolla Duv, the son of Hugh (Maguire), from
whom the tribe of Clanawley, son of Awlave, son

of Philip, son of Awlave, the son of Duncarrach,

&c., derived the name (in the barony of Clanaw-
ley, county of Fermanagh).

Bryan Mac Donogh, chief of Tirerrill, died on
the Friday before the Kalends of Januaiy, and was
interred in the monastery of Sligo, after extreme

unction and sincere repentance.

Hugh, the son of Niall O'Mulloy, lord of Fer-

call (in King's county), died, and his son Peregrine

succeeded him ; and Peregrine with his forces

having proceeded to the eastern part of Fercall,

against Theobald O'Mulloy, who was endeavouring

to obtain the chieftaincy for himself, they seized

on much prey, and Theobald ha\'ing forsaken his

fortress and cattle, their forces can-ied off the

booty, and, having left the son of O'Mulloy with a

small party in the rere, Theobald and the sons of

Hugh Buidhe Mac Geoghegan, and the people of

Hy Riagain (Oregan, in Queen's county), pursued

A.D. 1455.

1. Belnn Eachlnhhra , now called Benaghlan, is a very large
liill adjoining Cuilcagh mountain, near Swanlinbar, on the borders of

the force and overtook the son of O'Mulloy at

Ucht Mona (the brow of the bog), where they

slew him with several others, and took Teige

O'Carroll prisoner, and Theobald, and the grand-

son of Cosnavach O'Mulloy, were then appointed

chiefs in ojjjjosition to each other.

0'Donnellan,(of Galway),i.e. Flann (Florence),

the son of Cormac, died.

Donogh, the son of Cathal O'Madden (in Gal-

way), was killed by the sons of William O'Kelly.

Sir Edward Eustace, lord justice of Ireland,

died ; and the son of John Cam, the son of the

earl, assumed the earldom of Kildare (Thomas

Fitzmaurice Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare), and was

appointed lord justice after the death of Sir Ed-
ward Eustace.

O'Brien (or O'Byrne), was treacherously killed

by his brother's son, on leaving Kilmantan.

Fergal Roe Mac Geoghegan having resigned his

lordship, entered the monastery of Durrow, of

Columkille (in King's county), having lost his

eye-sight, and Niall Mac Geoghegan succeeded in

his place.

Torlogh Dall (the blind), the son of Torlogh

Oge O' Conor, died of a short sickness.

Torlogh, son of Murtogh, the son of Hugh
O'Conor, was killed by the Clan Ceithernaidh (in

Mayo).

A.D. 1455.

Thomas O'Cairnen, prior of Athlone, the most

distinguished man in Connaught for wisdom and

knowledge in his time, died.

Torlogh Carrach, son of Donal, the son ofMur-
togh (O'Conor), lord of Sligo, died.

Cahir, the son of Murrogh O'Conor Faily (in

King's county), was slain by the son of the Cal-

vach O'Conor, who also killed Cuilen O'Dempsey

on the same day.

Cuvscradh, the son of Conor O'Reilly (of Ca-

van), died.

A contest arose between Philip, the son of

Thomas Maguire, heir to the lordship of Ferma-

nagh and Mac Gauran (of Cavan) ; Philip having

encamped at Ben Eachlabhra,' from which the

sons of Philip, Biyan, and Torlogh proceeded with

Cavan and Fermanagh, a place famous in fairy legends, and men-
tioned iji one of the tales quoted in Neilson's Irish Granmiar.
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twelve horsemen and twenty-seven foot, and

burned the town of Mac Gauran, and a great por-

tion of his country, and slew Malachy Dun Mac
Gauran and many of his people, and returned

home victoriously.

Torlogh, the son of Philip Mac Guire, ha\dng

gone to Loch Melge (Lough Melvin, in Leitrim),

took and plundered the Cranoge (the fortress on

the lake), of Mac Clancy.

Owen O'Neill was deposed from his lordship by

his son, Henry ; and the coarb of St. Patrick,

together with Maguire, Mac Mahon, O'Kane, and

all the O'Neills, accompanied Henrj', son of Owen,

the son of Niall Oge, to Tullaghoge,^ to inaugurate

him, and he was nominated the O'Neill, according

to the usual custom.

Henry, the son ofO'Neill ofClaneboy, returned

home from his imprisonment with the English.

The castle of Athlone was taken from the Eng-

lish, having been betrayed by a woman who was in it.

Caislean-na-Sraide (in the parish of Street, in

Westmeath and Longford), was demolished by

O'Ferrall, and the son of Mac Herbert was* slain

by him in taking the castle.

Mulroona, son of Conor, the son of Cathal Roe
Mac Rannall, died.

Geoflrey, son of Murrogh Oge, son of Murrogh
More, the son of Cathal (O'Ferrall), lord of Clan

Hugh of the Mountain,' died.

Owen Mac Dermott Roe, lord of the woods (in

Roscommon), was slain by his own clan.

Maine, the son of Malachy Mac Cabe, the

intended constable of the two Brefneys (Leitrim

and Cavan), of Oriel, and Fermanagh, died.

O'Cassidy, of Cuile (barony of Coole, in Fer-

managh), i. e. Dermod Roe, the son of Niall Roe,

died.

A. D. 1456.

O'Neill, i. e. Owen, the son of Niall Oge, the

son of NiaU More, died.

2. TuUaghoge, as already stated in the note on Tir Eogain, was
the place of mauguration of the O'Neills as princes of Tyrone.
This place is in the parish of Desertcreight, near Dungannon, in the

county of Tyrone, and the O'Hagans, who were chiefs of tlie dis-

trict about TuUaghoge, presided as chief Brehons of Tir Eogain at

the inauguration of the O'Neills ; and there are still some earthen
ramparts and large stones, the remains of the ancient fortress of

the O'Hagans at TuUaghoge. There was also a seat of large rude
stones in former times at TuUaghoge, which served as the corona-

tion chair of the O'Neills, and was called Leac-iui-Riogh, or the

A great contest arose between Donal, the son of

Niall Gars- (O'Donnell), lord of Tirconnell, and

O'Neill, i.e. Henry, after the expulsion by O'Don-
nell of the sons of Naghtan O'Donnell into

TjTone ; O'Neill and ^Maguire, with the sons of

Naghtan, marched into Inisowen, and they did

not halt until they encamped in the neighbourhood

of Cuil-Mac-an-Treoin (Kilmacrenan in Donegal),

When O'Donnell received intelhgence of this, he,

with Hugh Roe and his brother, and the son of

Mac Sweeney, of Fanad, i. e. Maolmuire, quickly

repaired on their horses, unaccompanied by any

others, and proceeded to Cuil-Mac-an-Treoin to

garrison the castle there, to resist the great force

led thither at the instance of the sons of Naghtan
;

on O'Donnell leaving the town with his few attend-

ants, he was discovered b}' the other party, who
pursued them with all possible expedition, and

having overtaken them, they did not grant them

the chance of man to man, or of single combat, but

the host fell on the few, and slew O'Donnell,

namely, Donal the son of Niall Garv, there, on the

1 8th of IMay, exactly on a Friday ; and Hugh Roe

and Mac Sweeny's son were taken prisoners ; Tor-

logh Cairbreach, the son of Naghtan, then assumed

the lordship of Tirconnell.

Fergal, son of Conor Mac Dermott, tanist of

Moylurg, and Lasarina, his daughter, the wife of

Carbry O'Conor, died.

, A. D. 1457.

Biyan, son of Philip of the Battle Axe Maguire,

the son of the lord ofFermanagh, died after having

gained the victory of extreme unction and repen-

tance.

A contest arose between ALaguire and the sons

of Roderick Mac Mahon, and Mac Guhe mustered

the forces of his territory to march into Oriel (Mo-

naghan and Louth). When the Mac Mahons re-

ceived this intelligence, they fled with their cattle

Stone of the Kings, as mentioned in these Annals at A.D. 1 432 ; but

this memorial of the sovereienty of the O'Neills was barbarously

broken by order of the lord deputy, Mountjoy, in the reign of Eli-

zuheth. The coarb of St. Patrick, above-mentioned, who attended

at the inauguration of O'Neill, was John Mey, archbishop of

Armagh.
3. Clan Hugh of the Mountain, now called the Clanhugh

mountains, in the barony and county of Longford, of which a branch

of the O'Ferralls were chiefs.



264 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A.D. 1458-59.

into their fastnesses, viz., into Eoganaigh, and the

Mourne Mountains ; Mac Guire, and Philip (Mac
Guire), proceeded into Dartry of Coininsi (in Mo-
naghan), and finding no prey before them, they

burned Dartry, and the town of Owen, the son of

Roderick Mac Mahon, viz., Lis-na-Gabhar, and

afterwards returned home.

PhiUp, the son of Thomas Mac Guire, and his

sons, marched with a force into Brefney O'Roiu-ke,

but O'Rourke sent his cattle from them into the

fastnesses of the country, and Philip then pro-

ceeded to the town of O'Rourke, which he burned,

together with the entire country ; O'Rourke over-

took Philip, and an engagement ensued, in which

Tiarnan, the son ofTeige O'Rourke, and Mac Ma-
nus, "were slain, and the son of Cathal Bodhar

O'Rourke, with many others, were put to flight by

the men of Fermanagh, on that occasion.

Bryan, the son of Murtogh Oge O'Fen-all, lord

of Clan Awlave O'Ferrall (in Longford), died.

A.D. 1458.

The church of Achaidh Beithe (parish of Agha-

vea, in Fermanagh), was burned, together mth a

great number of valuable books in it, belonging to

the official (vicar or vicar-general), namely, Niall,

the son of Mac Craith Mac Mahon.
O'Donnell, i. e. Torlogh Cairbreach, accom-

panied by O'Neill, namely, Henry, marched their

forces into the lower part of Connaught, from

whence they proceeded to Brefney, and preyed and

burned the country from the mountain westward,

and they also burned the town of O'Rourke, that

is, Drumahaire ; they took the hostages of the

of Connaught, and they were delivered to O'Don-
nell, after which they returned home.

O'Conor Faily, namel}', the Calvach More, the

son of Murrogh of the victories, lord of OfFaley, a

man who never refused hospitality to any person,

a lord of the Leinster men, who received most tri-

bute from the English and Irish who were oppos-

ed to him, died and was buried at Killaghey ; and

his son Con O'Conor was appointed his successor.

O'Rourke, i. e. Loghlin, the son of Teige Liath

(the grey), lord of Brefney, died.

Art O'Neill, son of Owen, the son of Niall Oge,

the most hospitable and brave of the men of Ty-

rone, died.

Mac Gauran, i. e. Thomas, the son of Fergal,

died.

Tomaltach, the son of Conor Mac Dermott, lord

of Moylurg, Artagh, Tu- Tuathail, &c. (in Ros-

common), a general entertainer of the learned of

Ireland, a great remunerator of military men and

retainers, died on the eve of the festival of St.

Bartholomew, and his lawfid son, Cathal Mac
Dermott, having died a fortnight before that time,

they were both buried in the monastery of Boyle
;

Hugh, the son of Conor Mac Dermott, succeeded

Tomaltach.

Geoifrey, son of Edmond, the son of Thomas
O'Ferrall, was killed by John, son of Donal, the

son of John O'Ferrall, and the sons of Conor,

namely, Lisagh, &c.

Edmond Burke, lord of the English of Con-

naught, and of many of the inhabitants, the most

distinguished of the English of Ireland in form, in

personal figure, symmeti-y, nobility, hospitality,

justice and truth, died in the latter end of this year.

Fergal Roe Mac Geoghegan, lord of Kinel

Fiachli, (in Westmeath), died on the 17th of

February.

A.D. 14,59.

O'Brien, i. e. Torlogh, lord of Thoniond, died.

Cumara Mac Namara was treacherously slain.

Connla Mac Geoghegan, lord of Kinel Fiacha,

was killed by the son ofArt O'Melaghhn.

O'Beirne, i. e. Bryan, chief of Tir Briuin (in

Roscommon), died.

Fergal, the son of Thomas O'Reilly (of Cavan),

died.

The earl of Kildare (Thomas Fitz Maurice Fitz-

gerald), gave a great overthrow to O'Conor Faily,

namely, Con, the son of Calvach, in which Con

himself was taken prisoner, and the grandson of

William O'Kelly, with a great many of his people,

were slain.

The Kinel Duachain (in Leitrim), were plun-

dered by Bryan, son of Philip, the son of Thomas

Maguire.

Moysleacht (Fenagh in Leitrim), was plundered

by Maguire, i. e. Thomas Oge, and the town of

]\Iac Gauran (in the barony of Tidlaghaw, county

of Cavan), was burned by him on that expedition.

Glaisne, the son of Conor O'Reilly (of Cavan),

was killed by the sons of Roderick Mac Mahon.
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O'Neill, namely, Henry, the son of Owen, led

a force of the English to Caislean-na-hOghmaidhe

(the castle of Omagh in Tyrone), to wrest it from

the clan Art O'Neill, but they concluded a peace

with each other.

John Cam, the son of Cu-uladli Mac Ward (in

Donegal), died.

O'Curneen, i. e. Manus, chief historian to

O'Rourke (of Leitrlm), died.

Maolmijire O'Keenan, an intended chief histo-

rian and poet (of Fermanagh), died.

Murtogh O'Daly, a learned poet, died.

A. D. 1460.

The monastery of Moyne' in Tyrawley, in the

diocese of Killala, in Connaught, was founded by

Mac WiUiam Burke, at the request of Nehemias

O'Donoghoe, the first provincial vicar in Ireland

of the Observantine oi'der of St. Francis.

The bishop O'Brien of KiUaloe was killed by

Bryan of the fleet, the son of Donogh, the son of

Mahon O'Brien, at Inis-Cluana-Rainhflioda.*

Roderick, son of Manus O'Moghan, parish

priest of Elphin, died.

Hugh Roe, the son of Niall Gai-v O'Donnell,

and Maolmurry, the son of Mac Sweeney Fanat,

were liberated from their imprisonment by O'NeUl,

i. e. Henry, after they had been four years in con-

finement with him, for he considered the sons of

Naghtan to be more faithful to him than the sons

of Niall.

O'Conor Faily, that is. Con, the son of the Cal-

vach, gave the English a great overthrow, in which

the baron of Calatrom (Hussey, baron of Galtrim),

and many others were slain.

AD. 1460.

1. Moyne Ahht'y was beautifully situated on the western side,

near the mouth of the river Moy, in the parish of Killala, county

of Mayo, and some e.xtensive and interesting ruins of the abbey and
church .still remain. Nehemias O'Donoghoe, above-mentioned, was
the first who introduced into Ireland the Reformed Order of Fran-

ciscan Friars, called De Observantia, that is Observantines, or

Observants, and provincial chapters of the order were frequently

held at the abbey of Moyne, in the fifteenth and sixteenth centu-

ries ; but in the 37th year of the reign of Elizabeth, a grant of this

friary and its possessions were given to Edmond Barrett, at a rent

of five shillings annually.

2. Inis Cluaim Rnmhflioda, anglicised Clonroad, was the an-

cient name of the town of Ennis, in the county of Clare, and so

called from its insular situation on the river Fergus, and the name
Clonroad is still retained in one of the suburbs of Ennis. The bishop

above-mentioned was Torlogh, or Terence O'Brien.

3. O'Heilltt. An account of this afiair is given in Lodge's

Peerage on the family of Taaffe, and it appears that the O'Reillys,

The English gave a defeat to O'Reilly,' namely,

John, son of Owen, son of John, son of Philip, son
of Gillaisa Roe, in which O'Reilly, and Hugh his

brother, together with Owen Caoch, the son of Ma-
hon Mac Cabe, and many others were slain ; Cathal
(O'Reilly) the son of Owen, succeeded in his place.

Mac Gauran i. e. Owen, died.

Roderick Ballach, the son of Murtogh O'Conor,
died.

Thomas, the son of Thomas Burke, who suc-

ceeded Edmond Burke as the Mac AVilliam, died.

Mac Cabe, i. e. Henry, the son of Gillcreest,

having gone into Annaly with O'Ferrall, namely,

Donal Buigh, died suddenly at Lisardabla (Lisard

in Longford), and his remains were attended by
fourteen score (280) galloglasses, with their battle-

axes, conveying hiin to his burial place in Cavan.

Mac Manus of Tir Tuathail (in Roscommon),
Roderick, the son of Owen Roe Mac Manus, a full

worthy lord of that territory, was killed by Con
O'DonneU, i. e. Con, the son of Niall Garv, the

son of Torlogh of the Wine, and by Teige, the son

of Teige O'Rourke, who were preying the country,

and they carried otf the booty to Airgead Glen,"* and

the chiefs of the Mac Manuses took the booty from

them in that glen, after Mac Manus had been slain.

Donal, the son of Dermod O'Malley, WiUiam
O'Malley, and John O'Malley (the O'Malleys of

Mayo), having gone with their shipping along with

the sons of O'Brien to Corca Baiscinn (in Clare),

on an expedition against Mac Mahon, the three

(O'Malleys) were slain before they reached their

ships, Donal O'Brien was taken prisoner, and

Mahon O'Brien was wounded going to his ship,

and was drowned before he could reach it, and

their people were slaughtered on that expedition.

at the head of about 2000 of the men of Brefney, entered Oriel or

Louth, and attacked and plundered the English settlements. Sir

Robert Taaffe, son of Sir Nicholas Taaffe, who had been high she-

riff of Louth, having collected all the English forces of the county,

and being joined at Ardee by the mayor of Drogheda, at the head

of 500 archers, and 200 men armed with pole-axes, marched

aeainst O'Reilly, and a fierce battle was fought at Malpas bridge,

in Louth, in which, after a long contest with great loss to the

English, the Brefnians were at length defeated, and O'Reilly's

son, with his brother Hugh, Mac Cabe, captain of the galloglas-

ses, Mac Brady, and otlier chiefs, and 400 of their men were

slain. For this signal service of the men of Drogheda, King Ed-
ward IV. gave the corporation of that town a sword, to he carried

before the mayor, and the annual sum of £20 for the maintenance

of the same.

4. Airgead Ghn, supposed to be the valley of the river Arigna,

in the parish of Kilronan, county of Roscommon, near Lough Al-

len, on the borders of Leitrim.

2 M
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Bryan O'Malley was killed by his brother Hugh,

in a dispute between them ; they were the sons of

Teige O'Malley.

A monastery was founded on Inis Arcain'' in

Munster, in the diocese of Ross, for friars of the

5. Inis Arcain, now Inisherkan, anciently Iniskiaran, so called

from St. Kiaran, an island situated between Cape Clear and the

bay of Baltimore, in the county of Cork, on whicli some ruins still

remain of this ancient abbey, which was founded by Florence

O'DriscoU.

6. /has Corthndh, now Enniscorthy, in the county of Wexford,

where the above mentioned Franciscan monastery was founded by
Donal Mac Murrogh Cavenagh, and of which some ruins still re-

main ; its lands were given by Queen Elizabeth to John Travers,

who conveyed them for a term of years to the poet Spenser, who
was secretary to the lord deputy, Artliur Grey, in the reign of

Elizabeth, and Spenser assigned them to sir Henry Wallop, ances-

tor of the earls of Portsmouth.

I. Moy Lifft'y and Bregia.—In this article will be given the

history and topography of the territories comprised in the present

counties of Dublin and Kildare, together with their chiefs and
clans.

Magh Liffe, signifying the Plain of the LifFey, was the name
a]>plied in ancient times to the plains on both sides of the river

Liffey, comprising a great part of the present county of Kildare, on

both sides of the river Liffey, including the Curragh of Kildare,

which was called Cuireach Liffe, and also parts of Dublin, along

the Liffey.

Sref/ifi, in Irish Magh Srengha, which signifies the fair or mag-
nificent plain, was the name applied to the immense plain com-
prising the present counties of Meath and Dublin, extending from

Dulilin to Drogheda, to Duleek, Slane, Navan, Kells, Trim, Tara,

Dunboyne, thence to Dunshaughlin,C'loonee,andCastleknock. In

the account of the battle of Clontarf, in tlie Annals of Innisfallen,

it is mentioned that Bryan Born fell in Bregia, tlius the plain of

Clontarf was part of Bregia. Tliis extensive territory was di-

vided into North and Soutii Bregia, as frequently mentioned in tlie

Annals. Doctor Charles O'Conor translates Magh Breagha into

Campus Brigantium, signifying the ]dain of the Brigantes, as he
considered that it was chiefly possessed in ancient times by the

Clnnna Breogain, or Irish Brigantes, a branch of the Milesians,

of whom an account has been given in the note on Hy Kinsellagh.

Flngall, a name still retained, was applied to a large territory,

part of ancient Bregia, extending between Dulilin and Drogheda,
along tlie sea coast, and a few miles into the interior, containing

the greater part of the present baronies of Coolock, Nethercross,

and Balrothery, in the county of Dublin, and got its name, ac-

cording to various authorities, from a colony of Norwegians who
settled there in the tenth century, and were called by the Irish

Finnn Ghaill, signifying the Fair-haired Foreigners, and the

Danish colony, wJio are stated to have lieen partly located south of

the river Liffey, near Dublin, were called Diibh Ghaill, signifying

Dark-haired Strangers. In the Annals of the Four Masters Fin-

gall is written in the Irish Fine Gall, which signifies a Colony of

Foreigners. The territory ofFingall, together with the city of

Dublin, was possessed by the Danish and Norwegian colonies for

about three centuries, as hereafter explained. All that part of the

present county of Dublin north of the river Liffey was, it appears,

part of Bregia, and was comprised within the ancient kingdom of

Meath, as explained in the note on Meath; and when Hugh de

Lacy obtained a grant of the kingdom of Meath from king Henry
II., Hugh Tyrrell, one of de Lacy's friends, was made baron of

Castleknock, and another of his barons, namely, Adam Feipo, or

Phepoe, obtained Skrine, Santriff, or Santry, and Clontorth,

now either Clouturk, near Dublin, or Clontarf That part of the

present county of Dublin north of the river Liffey, being included

in the ancient kingdom of Meath, was subject to the kings of

Meath ; and the part south of the Liffey was subject to the kings

of Leiuster. A great part of the county of Kildare, as above ex-

order of St. Francis, and Inis Arcain lies in the

country of O'DriscoU.

The monastery of InisCorthadh,'' in Leinster, in

the diocese of Ferns, on the banks of the river

called Slaney, was founded for Franciscan friars.

plained, was included in Moy Liffey, and the rest of Kildare be-
longed to different other territories, as shewn in the notes on
Menth, Ossory, Offaley, and Leix, partly to the kingdom of Meath,
which contained parts of the baronies of Ikeath and Carbery

;

partly to Offaley, which contained Mie two baronies *of Offaley, in

the principality of O'Conor Failey, and in part of Clanmalierc, or

O'Dempsey's country
;
partly to Leix, which contained the barony

of West Narragh and Rlieban, in the principality of O'Moiu-e, and
partly to the O'TooIes, princes of Imaile in VVicklow, who pos-

sessed, as shewn in the notes on Hy Kinsellagh and Cualan, parts

of the baronies of South Naas, Kilcullen, East Narragh, Kilkea,

and Moone.
Ancient History.—The territories now forming the counties of

Dublin and Kildare are connected with some of the earliest events

in Irish history. Partholan, the Scythian, who planted the first

colony in Ireland, according to our old annalists, about fifteen cen-

turies before the Christian era, had his residence at Bi>in Eadair,
signifying the Hill of Eadair, now the Hill of Howth, which was
also called Dan Eatair, signifying the fortress of Fltair, and de-

rived its name, according to the Book of Dinseanchus, from Eadar,
or Eatar, one of the Tuath de Danan queens, who was buried

there, and to whose memory a great cairn was raised. This is a
more probable derivation for I^inn Eadair than that of various

writer?^ who state that it signified the Hill of Oaks. Partholan

was cut off at this place by a plague, together with his entire co-

lony, consisting of nine thousand persons, all ofwhom were buried

at Moy nEalta, or the Plain of the Birds, so named from the great

numbers of sea fowl that resorted thither, and afterwards called

Clontarf According to O'Brien and others, however, the Partho-
lanians were buried at a place called Tamlachta Muintire Partho-
lain, signifying the burial cairns of Partholan's people, which is

now the Hill of Tallaght, near Dublin. Fulman, one of the Mile-

sian chiefs, about one thousand years before the Christian era, is

stated to have erected a fortress at a place called Raith-Arda-
Suird, now Swords, near Dublin. Conary the Great, who was
monarch at the commencement of the Christian era, had a royal

residence and fortress on the Hill of Howth, and made many mili-

tary expeditions into Gaul and Britain. C'riomthan Nianair, mo-
narch of Ireland in the first century, also had his chief residence

and fortress, called Dun Criomthain,on the Hill of Howth ; he was
a famous warrior, celebrated for his military expeditions to Gaul
and Britain, and brought to Ireland from foreign countries many
valuable spoils, amongst other things a gilded war chariot, three

tables ornamented with gems, four rich garments, two golden-

hilted swords, adorned with precious stones, and shields embossed
with silver ; two hounds coupled together with a silver chain, va-

lued at three hundred cows; and, according to the Glossary of

Cormac Mac Cullenan, this was the first introduction of grey-

hounds into Ireland. Criomthan brought o\ er various other arti-

cles of great value, as mentioned in 6'Flaherty's Ogygia, and in

the old historians. The ancient Irish chieftains, like their Celtic

or Scythian ancestors, and various nations of antiquity, fought in

war chariots, in the same manner as the Gauls and Britons

described by CiEsar and Tacitus, in their battles with the Romans,
and our ancient bards and annalists give copious accounts of the

Irish chiefs fighting in their chariots, amongst others the cele-

brated champion Cuchullin, who was one of the chiefs of the Red
Branch Kniglits of Ulster about the commencement of the Chris-

tian era, and had his fortress at Dun Dealgan, now Dundalk ; and
bis cotemporary Meava, the famous heroine and queen ofC'on-

natigiit, like the British queen Boadicea, is described as command-
ing her own forces in person, mounted on a magnificent gilded

chariot, and wearing a golden A>:io7i or crown on her head, and
attended by a great retinue of chiefs, also in their war-chariots. In

the second century, Dublin is mentioned by our old historians un-
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DWARD IV.' was

proclaimed king of

England, on the 4th

of March.

Felim, son of Ow-
en, son of Niall Oge
O'Neill, died of a

sudden fit ; and he

was a man distinguished for hospitality and feats of

der tliename of Afh CVmfh DtibhVinne, siixnifying the Ford ofthe

Hurdles on the Black Pool, and so called from a ford over which
a passage was constructed by hurdles, on the bofrtry pool of the

Liffey. About the middle of the second century, Mogha ^flladhat,

called also Eo^ran More, a celebrated kinc; of Munster, havintj long:

contended for the sovereignty of Ireland with the monarch Con of

the Hundred Battles, they at length agreed todividc the island be-

tween them Ity a line, drawn direct from Dublin to Galway, along

the river Liffey to Leixlip, thence through Kildare and Oft'aley,

now part of the King's county, to the Shannon at Clonmacnois,

and onward to the bay of Galway. This boundary was marked,
according to O'Halloran and otliers, by ramparts, and a cliain of

fortresses, and was called Eisyir Riado, from Eisgir, which signi-

fies a ridge, and a chain of small hills is still traceable along the

line of this ancient boundary. The southern division of Ireland,

belonging to the king of Munster, was called Leath Mogha, or

Mogha's Half, and comprised the ancient kingdoms of Leinster and
Munster, and the northern division, called Leath Cuinn, or Con's

Half, comprehended the ancient kingdoms of Meath, Ulster, and
Connaught, and these two great divisions of Ireland, in the poli-

tical contests of various kings, were recognised afterwards for

many centuries, as several so\ereigns w^ere styled kings of Leath
Cuinn, and others kings of Leath Mogha, and these divisions are

frequently mentioned in our Annals, even down to the sixteenth

century. Amimgst the notices of Dublin in those early times, it

may be mentioned that Laoghaire, monarch of Ireland in the tifth

century, liad a royal residence and fortress at a place called from
him Dun Laoghaire, afterwards Dunleary, now Kingstown.

Many of the most celebrated battles recorded in Irish history in

ancient times, have been fought on the great plains of Meath, Dub-
lin, and Kildare ; and many of those battles, as those of Cnucha,
Maistean, Almhain, Athrodain, and Beallach Mughna, have been
described in the notes on Hy Kinsellagh, Ossory, Offaley and Leix.

The Battle of Gaum, caWed by the Irish historians Cath Gabh-
ra, celebrated in the writings of the ancient annalists and hards,

was fought, according to the Four Masters, A. D. -84; but in

O'Flaherty's Ogygia it is placed at A. D. 296. In the Four Mas-
ters it is called the battle of Gabhra Aichle, a place situated near

Tara in Bregia, and considered to be Skreen, in Meath ; but, ac-

cording to others, the place where the battle was fought is sup-

posed to be that now called Garristown, in the county of Dublin,

on the borders of Meath ; and the circumstances which led to this

battle were as follows :

Tlie Fenians, called by the Irish writers Fianna Eirionn, sig-

nifying the Fenians of Ireland, are mentioned in the Four Masters

under the name of Fene, or Peine, which, aecordini to Dr. O'Conor
in his notes to the Pour Masters, signifies the Phenicians of Ire-

land, as Peine, according to Dr. O'Brien, in his Dictionary at the

word Fearmoigh, signifies Phenicians ; and they were probably

called so from the tradition that Phenicians came to Ireland in the

early ages. They are also called by the Irish writers C/ann-l/a-

Baoisgine, and so named, according to Keating and others, from

Baoisgine, who was chief commander of these warriors, and ances-

arms,an entertainer of learned men and strangers, a

man who purchased more poems, and possessed a

greater collection of poetry, than any other man in

his time : he died, after havina; gained the victory

over the world and the devil.

Hugh, son of Torlogh Oge O'Conor, lord of half

Connaught in opposition to Teige O'Conor, a wor-

thy representative of a king .of the province of

Connaught, in form and personal figure, in valour,

in warfare, and in patronage of learned men, and

of all others who were deserving of it, died at Bal-

lintobber of St. Bridget (in Roscommon), on the

Ides of May, after extreme unction and repentance.

tor of the famous hero Fionn, the son ofCamhall; but according
to O'Conor, in his notes to the Four Masters, they were called

Baoisgine, as being descended from the Milesians wlin came from
Basconia, in Spain, now Biscay, in the country anciently called

Cantabria. The Fenian warriors were a faujous military force,

forming the standing national militia, and instituted in Ireland in

the early ages, long before the Christian era, but brought to the
greatest perfection in the reign of tiie celebrated Cormac, monarch
of Ireland in the third century. None were admitted into this mi-
litary body but select men of the greatest activity, strength, sta-

ture, perfect form, and valour, and, when the force was complete,
it consisted of seven Catha, that is, battalions or legions, each
battalion containing three thousand men, according to O'Halloran
and various other historians, making 21,000 for each of the five

provinces, or about one hundred thousand fighting men in time
of war for the entire kingdom. The Ardrigh, or head king of Ire-

land, had, for the time being, chief cimtroul over these forces, but
they often resisted his authority. A commander was appointed
over every thousand of these troops, and the entire force was com-
pletely armed and admirably disciplined,and each battalion had their

liands of musicians and bards to aitiinate them in battle, and celebrate

their feats of arms. In the reisxn of the monarch Cormac, the ce-

lebrated Fionn MacCumhaill, who was descended from the Here-
monian kings of Leinster, was the chief commander of the Fenian
warriors, and his great actions, strength, and valour are celebrated

in the Ossianic poems, and variousotherproductionsof the ancient

bards ; he is called Fingal in Mac Pherson's Poems of Ossian ; but

it is to be observed that these are not the real poems ofOssian, but

mostly fictions fabricated by Mac Pherson himself, and containing

some passages from the ancient poems. Fionn had his chief resi-

dence and fortress at Almhuinn, now either the hill of Allen, near

Kildare, or Ailinn, near Old Kilcullen, where a great rath still re-

mains, which was a residence of the ancient kings of Leinster. The
Fenians were the chief troops of Leinster, and were Milesians of

the race of Heremon ; and their renowned commander Fionn, ac-

cording to the Four Masters, was slain by the cast of ajavelin, or,

according to others, by the shot of an arrow, at a place called Ath
Brea, on the river Boyne, A. D. 283, the year before the battle of

Ciaura, by the Lugnians of Tara, a tribe who possessed the terri-

tory now called the barony of Lune, near Tara,-in Meath ; and the

place mentioned as Ath Brea, or the Ford of Brea, was situated

somewhere on the Boyne, between Trim and Navan.

Clanna Mornn, so called from Monia, one of their celebrated

chiefs, were the warriors of Connaught and of the Firbolg race,

called Fir Domnians or Damnouians, and were afterwards com-

manded bv a famous champion named Goll,the son of Monia.

The Red Branch Knights of Ulster, called Cnraidhe-na-

Craoibhe Runidhe, signifying the Warriors of the Red Braneli,

were the chief military force of Ulster, principally residing about

Emania, where stood the palace of the kings of Ulster, near

Armagh, and highly celebrated in the first century under theur

champions Cuchullain, and Conall Ceamach or Conall the victo-

rious.
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in the 63rd year of his age, and was interred at

Roscommon.

The sons of Niall Garv O'Donnell, namely.

The Clanna Denga, or Degnd'inns, in the first, second, and

third centuries, were tlie cliief warriors of Munster ; they were
Heremonians originally from Ulster, but settled in Munster in

early times, and an account of them has been given in the notes on

Thomond and Desmond.
The Dnlcnssmns, called by the Irish writers Dal-gCais, from

Corniac Cas, a famous king of Munster of the race of Heher in the

third century, were the chief warriors of Munster from the third

to the twelfth century, and formed mostly by the clans of Thomond,

now tlie county of Clare, with parts of Limerick and Tipperary
;

and they are highly celebrated in Irish history, particularly under

Brian Boru, who was himself of the Dalcassian race ; an account

of them has been given in the notes on Thomond and Desmond.
In the reign of king Cairbre Liffeachair, son of the monarch Cor-

mac, the Fenian forces revolted from the service of Cairbre, and joined

the famous Mogh Corb, king of .Munster, of the race of the Dal-

cassians. After the death of Fionn Mac Cumhaill, the Fenians

were commanded by his son Oisin or Ossian, the celebrated warrior

and bard ; and at tlie time of tlie battle of Gaura, Osgar, another

famous champion, the son of Oisin, commanded the Fenian forces.

The array of .Munster, commanded liy Mogh Corb, a name which
signifies the Chief of the Chariot, and by his son Fear Corb,

that is, the man or warrior of the chariot, was composed of the

Clanna Deagha and Dalcassian troops, joined by the Fenians and

their Leinster forces ; and it is stated in tlie Ossianic poems, and

in Hanmer's Chronicle, from the Book of Howth, that a great body

of warriors from North Britain, Denmark, and Norway, came
over and fought on the side of the Fenians at Gaura. The army
of the monarch Cairbre was composed of the men of Meatli and

Ulster, together witli tlie Clanna Morna, or Conuaught warriors,

commanded by Aodh or Hugh, King ofConnaught, sonof Garadh,

grandson of Morna of the Damnonian race. The Munster forces,

and Fenians, marched to Meath, where they were met by the com-
bined troops of the monarch Cairbre, and fought one of the most
furious battles recorded in Irish history, which continued through-

out the whole length of a summer's day. The greatest valour

was displayed by the warriors on each side, and it is difficult to

say which army were victors or vanquished. The heroic Osgar
was slain in single combat by the valiant monarch Cairbre, but

Cairbre himself soon afterwards fell by the hand of the champion
Simon, the son of Ceirli, of the race of the Fotharts of Leinster.

Both armies amounted to about fifty thousand men, the greater

part of whom were slain ; of the Fenian forces, who consisted of

twenty thousand men, it is stated that eighteen thousand fell ; and
on both sides, thirty thousand warriors were slain. In the follow-

ing year, Hugh, king of Connaught, according to O'Flaherty's

Ogygia, defeated the Munster forces in a battle at Spaltraeh, near

the mountain Senchua, in Muscry, in which he slew Mogh Corb,

king of Munster. The tremendous battle of Gaura is considered

to have led to the subsequent fall of tlie Irish monarchy, for after

the destruction of the Fenian forces, the Irish kings never were
able to muster a national army equal in valour and discipline to

those heroes, either to cope with foreign foes, or to reduce to sub-

jection the rebellious provincial kings and princes; hence the

monarchy became weak and disorganised, and the ruling powers

were unable to maintain their authority or make a sufficient stand

against the Danish and Anglo-Norman invaders of after times.

The following passages respecting the battle of Gaura, have been

literally translated from one of the poems attributed to Oisin on

that subject, and supposed to have been written in the third

century, though it is to be observed that many of the poems called

Ossianic were written long subsequent to that period, as they refer

to events which occurred several centuries afterwards, and appear
to be additions to the original poems of Oisin. The best collection

extant of the Ossianic poems in Irish MS., with translations into

English, are in the library of sir William Betham, and if published

by that learned antiquary and Irish scholar, would form a valuable

contribution towards ancient Irish literature. In the poem, Oisin

Hugh Roe and Owen, having mustered all their

forces, marched to Fanat (in Donegal), to the re-

sidence of Maolmuire, the son of Mac Sweeney,

the bard, the father of Osgar, is introduced as narrating the

events of the battle, as follows :

" On our march from Binn Eadair (Howth)
The entire of our numbers were
Three hundred Fenian chiefs,

With their respective bands of warriors.

"There were thirty descendants

Of the race of Fionn of the Fenians,

Who always bore shields and spears.

In the time of conflict and slaughter.

" There were the Fenian champions
From Alba (Scotland) and from the king of Britain,

Through their friendship for the Fenians of Almhuin,
Who joined us in that great battle.

" From the commander of nine upwards.

There were of the mighty Fenians of Lochlin (Denmark),
Numbers who joined us in that great conflict,

And who also shared in the slaughter.

" In this battle of Gaura of fearful blows,

Fighting against Osgar, my son,

Was the monarch Carbery of the Liffey

With all the forces of Erin.

"There was Hugh, the son of Garadh,
With his ten hundred warriors

;

The king of Connaught and his forces

Were against us in that battle.

" There were five battalions from Ulster,

Together with the men of Meath
Wiio joined against us, with Carbry,

And we were unequal to the number of our foes.

" When my son Osgar had seen

The king of Erin taking the lead.

He vowed, himself, to slay the monarch
And cut him down with his keen sword.

" Then Osgar the Great and Generous
Earnestly requested permission

To lead tl:e van of the battle,

At the head of his own battalions.

" And Beine, the son of Breasal,

A hero of great strength and valour,

Said that he and the Fenians of Britain

Would march in the same rank with Osgar.

" The son of Lughaidh the brave.

Who was always victorious in battle.

Said that he, accompanied by Cuirioll,

Should lead the army in the battle of Gaura.

" Then Cuirioll cast his spear

At random with fierce rage.

And drove the unlucky dart

Through the body of the son of Breasal.

" The noble Osgar, in a loud voice,

Then demanded from Cuirioll,

' Why hast thou slain my friend.

Thou son of Fionn, the son ofCumhall?'

" Cuirioll the Fair then made answer

In a violent passion to Osgar

—

' If thou be the son of Oisin

I wish that thou hadst fallen in his stead.'
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should do in defending themselves against the sons

of Naghtan O'Donnell and their forces, for they

(the Mac Sweeneys) resolved to be revenged of

" We constructed the graves of the heroes,

And buried them witli princely honours,

The tombs of the nolile and valiant Os<iar,

And of the son of Gara, the son of Oisin.

" We buried Osgar the brave

On the north side of the sreat Gaura,
And likewise Osgar, the son of Glonn,

And Osgar, the son of the king of Luchlin.

" And the hero who was liberal of gold,

The son of Lughaidh, the great champion.

May some delight come over ray words,

For great is my sorrow this night."

The Danes in Dublin.—For a period of more than three hun-

dred years, in the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth centuries,

and down to the Anglo-Norman invasion under Strongbow, the

Danish and Norwegian colonies were in possession of the city of

Dublin and of the territory of Fingall, and Danish kings ruled over

Dublin during that time ; but they appear to have been occasionally

under subjection and tribute mostly to the kings of Leinster, and

sometimes to the kings of Jleath ; and in the eleventh and

twelfth centuries, some of the O'Briens, kings of Munster, of the

Mac Murroghs, kings of Leinster, and of the O'Conors, kings of

Connaught, became kings over the Danes of Dublin. In

A. D. 1170, the Anglo-Normans, under Strongbow, Raymond le

Gros, and Milo de Cogau, with their Irish allies under Dermod
Mac Murrogh, khig of Leinster, took the city of Dublin, and
e:?pelled Asculph Mac Thorkell, the last Danish king of Dublin,

who in the year 1171, having collected a great force of Danes and

Norwegians from the Orkneys, the Hebrides, and the Isle of Mann,
attempted to recover Dublin, but his forces were defeated by the

Anglo-Normans under Milo and Richard de Cogan, and Asculph
himself was slain. An account of the Danish kings of Dublin
will be given in a future numlier.

Introduction of Chrhtinnity.—Some account of the missions

of Palladius and St. Patrick, as intimately connected with the

diocese of Dublin, will be necessary in this place.

PaUncIius, a Roman deacon, and considered to have been a
native of Britain, was consecrated a bishop by Pope Celestine,

who sent him, in the beginning of the fifth century, on a mission

to preach the Gospel to the Irish, then called Scoti or Scots, a

name which was long afterwards applied to the peopieof that part

of North Britain, now called Scotland. Palladius having departed
from Rome, set out on his voyage, accompanied by Sylvester,

Solinus, Augustine, Benedict, and other missionaries, and landed in

Ireland in the beginning of the year 431, in some harbour either of

Wexford or Wicklow, in the territory then called Hy Garclion,

which was part of the ancient principality of Hy Kinsellagh, and
extended along the sea coast, comprising parts of the present

counties of Wexford and Wicklow. Proceeding on his mission, he
baptized many persons, and founded a church called Cill Fine, in

which he deposited the sacred books, and some relics of SS. Peter
and Paul, and other saints, which he had brought from Rome,
besides his writing tablets, all of which were long preserved with
great veneration. Two other churches were afterwards erected

by his companions, one called Teitch-na-Iiomhnach, signifying

the house of the Romans, and the other named Domhanrich-ard^,
that is, the church on the height, from which the parish of Donard,
in the county of Wicklow, got its name, and the church w'as

erected on the great mountain now called Slieve Gndoe, on which
there are still some ruins of an ancient church with a holy well,

much resorted as a place of pilgrimage in honour of the missionaries

Sylvester and Solinus who were buried there, and whose memory
has been always held in great veneration by the people. The pro-
gress of Palladius in his missionary labours beingopposedbyNathi,a
Pagan chief, who was the lord of Hy-Garchon, he forced Palladius

to fly from the country, but his companions, Sylvester and Solinus,

the others for their enmity and their evil deeds.

When O'Donnell and the sons ofNaghtan received

intelligence that the sons of Niall had gone to

remained in Ireland. Palladius was not altogether one year in

Ireland, being compelled to quit the country in the latter enil of

A.D. 431, the year of his arrival; and having sailed to North
Britain, he died there soon after in the land of the Cruthneans or

Picts, at the place now called Fordun, in Jlearns or Kincardine, in

Scotland ; and at Fordun, under the name of St. Paldi, his memory
was long revered.

St. Patrick.—There are various contradictory opinions and

controversies amongst the most learned ecclesiastical writers as to

the birth place of St. Patrick, and the point is extremely ditticultto

determine. Some contend that he was descended from one of the

Roman families in Britain, and a native of North Britain, born at

the place now called Kilpatrick, near Dumbarton in Scotland, but
many others, particularly the learned Lanigan, have maintained
with greater probability that he was a native of Armoric Gaul,
and born at the place called Bononia, now Boulogne, on the

coast of France, part of the ancient territory of Armorica. His
family were respectable Roman citizens of Gaul, and his father's

name was Calphurnius, and that of his mother Conchessa,and she
is said to have been a sister, niece, or some relative of St. Martin,
the celebrated bishop of Tours. A diiFerence of opinion respecting

the time of his birth and death exists, as well as concerning the
place of his nativity. Usher, Ware, Colgan, the Annals of the Four
Masters, and other authorities, place his birth at A. D. 372 or 373,
and his death at A.D. 403, in the one hundred and twentieth year
of his age; but Lanigan, from accurate chronological computa-
tions, places his birth at A. D. 387, and his death in A. D. 411.'), in

the 78th year of his age ; they all agree as to the day of his death,

the 17th of March, on which his festival has been always celebrat-

ed in the church. According to all our Irish historians, tiie

celebrated Niall of the Nine Hostages, monarch of Ireland in

the latter end of the fourth century, made many military expedi-
tions into Gaul and Britain, and in one of these brought to Ireland

200 captives, amongst whom was a youth named Patrick, then in

the 16th year of his age, and he was sold as a slave to a chief nam-
ed Milchuo, Milcon, or Miliac, who possessed a district in that

part of Dalaradia now the southern part of the county of Antrim,
where he tended the flocks of his master beside Slieve Mis ftloun-

tain. After a captivity of seven years, admonished hy a visiim,

Patrick effected his escape, and returned to bis family in Gaul.
He studied many years in the monastery of St. Martin at Tours,

and also under St. German of .iuxerre, and became eminent for his

great piety ; in A.D. 429 he accompanied St. German and Lupus
of Troyes to Britain, in their mission for the purpose of extirpating

the Pelagian heresy ; and in the year 431 was sent to Rome by
St. German, who recommended him to Pope Celestine as a person,

for his piety and virtue, fit to be appointed on the mission tjjen

preparing for Ireland ; and in the year 432, being then in the 4r,th

year of his age, he was consecrated a bishop, and appointed suc-

cessor to Palladius on the Irish mission. Having embarked in

Gaul, he sailed to Britain, where he made no delay, but proceeded
to Ireland, where lie arrived in A.D. 432, in the first year of the

pontificate of Sixtus III. The place of his landing is supposed to

liave been on some ])art of the coast of M'icklow or Dublin, but
being repulsed by the natives, he sailed northward, and landed at

a small island off the coast of Bregia, which island was afterwards

called Holm Patrick, or St. Patrick's Isle, and is situated near

Skerries, in the county of Dublin ; having rested here for some
time, he proceeded northwards and landed at Inver Slainge, in

Dalaradia, now either Strangford Lough or the Bay of Dundrum,
in the district then called Magh Inis, a peninsula which now forms
the barony of Lecale, in the county of Down. Here he converted

Dicho, chief of that territory, being the first convert he had made
to the Christian faith ; and in this place St. Patrick erected a
church called Sabhal Piiadraic,or Patrick's Bam, from which the

parish of Saul, near Downpatrick, derived its name ; he proceeded
thence to the northern part of Dalaradia, the residence of his old

master Milcho, in the land of the Cruthneans or Irish Picts, and
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Fanat, he and his kinsmen, with their forces and

the Albanian (Scottish) troops who had joined

having in vain endeavoured to convert Milclio, who remained an
obstinate Pagan, he determined to proceed to Tara, the chief

seat of the Irish kings. Having set sail from Dalaradia south-

ward, he landed at Inver Coljia, now the bay or luouth of the
river Boyne, near Drogheda, and proceeded onward to Slane,

and thence to the royal residence at Tara, where, on Easter Sun-
day, in the year 433, he preached the Gospel in the presence of
the monarch Laoghaire and a great assembly of the chiefs, Druids,

and people ; he made many converts, and, amongst others, it is

stated, of some of the bards and learned men, but at the commence-
ment of his mission he received much opposition from the monarch
and his chief Druids. On Easter Monday he preached at Tailten,

another royal residence near Tara, and proceeded soon after to

Teffia, now Westmeath, and preached at the hill of Usneagh, a
celebrated seat of Druidism; he then went to Annaly and Con-
maicne, now parts of Longford and Leitrim, and to ^lagh Sleacht

in Brefney, now Fenagh in Leitrim, where he destroyed the idols,

and great temple of the Druids, and erected a chrirch on its ruins.

Crossing the Shannon, he proceeded onward into Connaught, where
he spent seven years in the conversion of that province, and
erecting churches, and departing thence about A.D. 440, he
crossed the river Drobhaois in Brefney, at the place now called

Bundroos, in the county of Leitrim ; and from thence to Easroe,now
Ballyshannon ; he crossed the river Erne, and ])roceeded through
Tirconnell or Donegal, converting great numbers and founding

churches in all those places ; he next went to Dalrieda or the

northern part of Antrim ; and thence to Dalaradia or Ulidia, which
territories now form tlie southern parts of Antrim and the county

of Down ; thence to Tir Eogain, now Tyrone ; and to Orgiall, now
the counties of Armagh, Monaghan, and Louth, and onward to

Ardbracan and various other parts of the kingdom of Meath.
According to Jocelyn the monk, in his Life of St. Patrick, and
some other writers, it is stated that St. Patrick crossed the river

at Finglas; and in the year 448, converted Alphin, son of Eoch-
aidh, king of Ath Cliath or Dublin, and baptized hira in a

fountain, near which a churcli was afterwards erected in the place

on which St. Patrick's Cathedral now stands. St. Patrick pro-

ceeded to Leinster to the territories of Hy-Garchon and Hy-
Kinsellagh, parts of the present counties of Wicklow, Wexford,
and Carlow ; and also to Leix, now the Queen's county ; to Naas
and Kilcnllen in Kildare ; to Ossory,now the county of Kilkenny

j

to Orniond and other parts of Tipperary ; and to Cashel, where he
converted and baptized Aongus, king of Casiiel ; thence to Lnira-

neaeh or Limerick, where he converted many of the people of

Thomond ; thence to Desmond, or parts of Cork and Kerry, and
spent altogether seven years in Monster, converting kings,

princes, and people ; returning to Leinster, he crossed the river

Brosna, and proceeded into Hy Falgia or OfTaley, now the

King's county, where it is stated that a chieftain named Failge,

an obstinate Pagan, having determined to assasinate the

saint, killed by mistake with the thrust of a spear Odrnn,
his charioteer, who sacrificed his own life to save St. Patrick

;

hence St. Odran has been esteemed the tirst martyr to the faith in

Ireland. St. Patrick having returned through Meatli and Orgiall,

founded many churches, and having lands granted to him by
Dnire Dearg, a prince of the race ofClanColla, who possessed

the territory about Eamhain Macha, now Armagh, he erected a
church or cathedral on the hill called Ard Macha, A. D. 455, and
thus founded the see of Armagh, which became the metropolitan

see or seat of the primacy of all Ireland. According to Jocelyn

and others, St. Patrick repaired to Rome about A. D. 460, to give

an account of his mission in Ireland to Pope Leo the Great, who
confirmed all his acts, and approved of the establishment of the

metropolitan see at Armagh. Having, during a mission of about

thirty-three years, according to Lanigan,b»t much longer accord-

ing to others, converted almost the whole of the Irish to the

Christian faith, iierformed many great miracles, consecrated more
than three hundred bishops, with vast numbers of priests or pres-

byters, and founded many hundred churches, he died at Saul, near

DowDpatrick, as above stated, A.D. 465, in the 78th year of his

him, marched and encamped at Ceannmaghair (in

Donegal), to meet them, and watch the movements

age, according to Lanigan, hut Ussher and others place his death
at 493, in his 120th year. St. Patrick, according to Jocelyn's
Life, was a man of small stature, but of great energy, and activity
of mind and body. On the news of his death, vast numbers of the
clergy flocked from all parts of Ireland to attend his funeral obse-
quies, which were celebrated with great pomp for twelve succes-
sive days, and with such a profusion of lights and torches that it

is said the nights were rendered as bright as day. He was buried
at Dun-da-leath-glas, which was also called Dune, latinised Du-
num, and from him called Dun-Patraic, or Downpatrick. Jocelyn
says he was buried in a very deep grave, being five cubits in depth,

under a great stone, as it was feared an attempt would be made to

remove his body, for a great contest arose between the Ulidians,

or people of the county of Down, and the Orgiallians, or people of

Armagh and Louth, respecting the possession of his remains, but
the dispute was amicably arranged, and he was buried at Dorni.

Tile remains of SS. Bridget and Columkille were removed to Down-
patrick, and buried there along with those of St. Patrick, of which
an account has been given in a note to these Annals at the year
P293. The memory of St. Patrick was for many ages venerated
in Scotland and the Isle of Mann, as much as in Ireland, and many
churches were dedicated to him in these countries ; and it may be

observed that Patrick was a favourite christian name with many
of the Scottish nobility, as the Grahams, dukes of Montrose ; the

Drummonds, earls of Perth; the Lindsays, earls of Crawford;
the Lyons, thanes of Glamis ; the Homes, earls of Marchmont;
the Boyles, earls of Glasgow ; the Maules, earls of Panmure; the

Gordons, earls of Aberdeen ; the Dunbars, earls of March ; the

Murrays, earls of Elibank ; the Hays, earls of Kinnoul ; the

Crichtons, earls of Dumfries ; the Oliphants, lords Oliphant. A
great number of the heads of all these families, and others, bore

the name of Patrick in former times, as may be seen in the Peer-
ages of Scotland, while it appears strange that scarcely any of the

old Irishchiefsbore thename Patrick, though the name of the great

patron saint of Ireland. A full account of the numerous lives of

St. Patrick will be found in the works of Ware, Usher, Colgan,

O'Conor's Rer. Hib. Scrip., and Lanigan, from which the above

article lias been compiled.

St. Patrick first communicated to the Irish the Roman Alpha-

bet and Latin language, but tbe Irish had their own Celtic Alplia-

bet, and a written, languaije, many centuries before the arrival of

St. Patrick, though it has been absurdly asserted by some shallow

antiquarians that the Irish had no use of letters before his time.

Antiquities.—Numerous memorials of the most remote ages

still exist in the counties of Dublin and Kildare, as in all other

parts of Ireland, of which full accounts may be found in D'Alton's

valuable history of the county and of the archbishops of Dublin,

in Whitelaw and M'alsh's History of Dublin, in Ware's and Grose's

Antiquities, Vallancey's Collectanea, the Topographies of Seward

and Lewis, Rawson's Survey of Kildare, &c.

Cromleacs.—The name Cromleac, signifies the stone of Crom

;

and they were so called from being used in the worship of Crom,

one of the deities of the Irish Druids, said to represent Fate, or,

according to Lanigan and others, the god of fire, or the sun, and

sometimes called Crom Dubh, or Black Crom, and Crom Cruach,

signifyingCrom of the Heaps ofstones or Cairns,as quoted by Lanigan

from the Tripartite Life of St. Patrick ; and the Idol ofCrom Cruach,

as stated in Lanigan and O'Flahcrtj 's Ogjgia, quoting from the

Four Masters, and also in the Book of Invasions, by the O'Clerys,

was destroyed hy St. Patrick at the temple of the Druids, on

Magh Sleacht in Brefney, now Fenagh in Leitrim, and the last

Sunday of summer is still called Domhnach Chroim Duibh, or the

Sunday of Black Croin, being sacred to St. Patrick as the anniver-

sary commemorating the destruction of the idol. This is the real

origin of the name Cromleac, and not from the stones being in a

sloping position, as absurdly stated by some writers, and derived

from the opinions of the common people. The chief deities of the

Druids were the sun, moon, stars, and winds; and woods, wells,

fountains, and rivers, were also objects of adoration. The sun was

worshipped under the designation of liel,Beal, or Baul, as by the
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of the sons of Niall O'Donnell, and of Maolmuire

(Mac Sweeney), who accompanied them from his

Phenicians and other eastern nations, and also under the name of

Grifin. Tlie time dedicated to the worsliip of the moon was
called S/imhuin, which was one of their deities ; and the wind was
worshipped under the name of Gaoth. The sacred fire of Beal

was lighted on the evening of the first day of summer, or May eve,

at the temple of the Druids on the hill of Usneagh, situated a few

miles from Mnllingar inWestmeath ; hence that day is still named in

thelrishifliJraZ-reinHejthatiSjthedayofBears fire. Thesacred

fire of Sarahuin was lighted on the eve of the first day of winter,

at TIachtga, in Meath, another chief seat of Druidism, situated at a

place now called the Hill of Ward, between Trim and Athboy
;

and in the Irish La Samluia, or Sauihuin's day, is the name
applied to the iirst of November. No tires were permitted to be

lighted in Ireland, but those obtained from the Druids at May and

November, who delivered their sacred fire to the people with great

incantations, and for obtaining it a payment of one screapal, a

silver coin equivalent to three pence of modern money was levied

on every house or head of a family. Some remnants of the cus-

tom originating from the celebration ofthe sacred fire of the Druids,

is still preserved in the May fires lighted in Ireland. The oak

was a sacred tree to the Druids, and the rites of Druidism

were chiefly celeb-'ated in the oak groves ; and the name Druid,

in Irish Drnoi or Drui, is supposed to be derived from the Irish

Da'ir or Diiir, which signifies the oak ; or, according to others,

it was derived from the Greek word jDnw, which also signifies an

oak tree, as the ancient Gauls are said to have taken the deriva-

tion of Druid from the Greek language, which their learned men
spoke in Caesar's time. According to the Dictionaire Historique

de Cultes Religieuse, the word Druid was derived from Derir, or

Veru, which in the Gaulish language signified an oak ; and it

may be observed, thatX'nMis the Greek for an oak, a word which

resembles the Celtic. By Cesar, Pliny, and other Roman wri-

ters, the Gaulish word for Druids was rendered to Dniidie and

Druides. and by modern Latin writers the word Druids has been

often translated into Magi. Three of the Tuath De Danan kings

of Ireland were named from their peculiar deities; one was called

Mac Coill, or the Son of the Wood, as he worshipped the woods

;

another Mac Cencht, or the Son of the Plough, his sod being that

chief emblem of husbandry ; and the third Mac Greme,as Grian,

or the sun, was the great object of his adoration. Accounts of

Irish Druidism will be found in Ware, Toland, Keating, O'Hallo-

ran, and Vallancey, and interesting descriptions of the Druids of

Gaul and Britain are given in Csesar's Commentaries

The croraleacs are generally composed of from three or four,

to six or seven huge pillar stones, standing upright and fixed

deep in the earth on their smaller ends, and varying from five or

six, to eight or ten feet in height, and on the top is placed a pro-

digious flag, or tatde stone, in a sloping position, one end being

much higher than the other. These table stones are of enormous

size, and some of them estimated to weigh from twenty, to forty

or lifty tons ; and as many of these cromleacs are situated on

high hills, or in deep vallies, and other places of difficult access,

and in several instances those stones have been conveyed for a

distance of many miles, no such stones being found in the neigh-

bourhood, these circumstances have naturally given rise to the

popular opinion, that the cromleacs were constructed by giants,

and it would appear that a race of men of gigantic strength were

alone capable of placing those prodigious stones, or immense

fragments of rocks, in their position ; for it would be found

extremely diflScult to convey those huge stones any considerable

distance, and place them in their position, even by the great power
of modern machinery.

The DruidU-al Temples were likewise composed of huge

stones, standing upright in a circular form, with great top stones

placed on them. The most perfect specimen existing of a Druidical

temple is the stupendous monument of stones called Stone-Heage^

on Salisbury plain, in England ; but in France there are Druid-

ical remains far more extensive, though of ruder formation, at

Carnac, in Bretagne, consisting of huge stones standing uprisht,

some of them from twelve to fifteen feet in height ; and of those

own country ; when the .sons of Niall O'Donnell,

and the people of Fanat were informed of this.

immense stones itis stated, that four thousand still remain, formed
into numerous concentric circles, and covering an area of about
half a mile in diameter. In Ireland there are cromleacs, and
remains of Druidical circles, or temples of immense stones, to be

found in every county ; but vast numbers of them have been

broken np at various times, by some barbarous persons who have
no regard for the venerable remains of antiquity. As Druidism
was the religious system of the Celtic nations, Gauls, Britons,

Irish, &c., Druidical monuments are found in all the countries

j)ossessed by the Celtic race. The cromleacs were Druidical

altars, on which they offered up sacrifices, and very often human
victims, as the Canaanites did to Moloch ; and tliey were also

used as sepulchral moimments, for, on excavating under them,

funeral urns, and remains of human bones, have been found ; and
by the common people in Ireland, the cromleacs are generally

called giants' graves. An account has been given in the note on

Brefney of the great temple of the Drnids at Magh Sleacht, now
Fenagh in Leitrim, which was destroyed by St. Patrick. Crom-
leacs, and other Druidical remains, still exist in the county of

Dublin, at Mount Venus, nearTallaght ; at Glen Druid, near Cab-
inteely ; at Glen Southwell, or the Little Dargle, and at Larch
Hill ; and on the Hills of Killiney and Howth. In various parts of

Kildare, particularly about Naas and Kilcullen, arc huge pillar-

stones, considered to be Druidical remains; and, according to

Giraldus Cambrensis, there was in former times on the Curragh
of Kildare a stupendous Druidical monument, or temple, of a cir-

cular form, composed of enormous stones, and exactly resembling

Stone-Henge in England, but no traces of it now remain. Geofl'rey

of Monmouth relates, in a curious legend, that the prodigious

stones of the great monument on the plains of Kildare were remov-
ed from thence, and fixed upon Salisbury plain, and called Stone-

Henge, in the fifth century, either by Aurelins Ambrosius, or

Uther Pendragon, kings of the Britons, assisted by the arts and
spells of Merlin, the famous magician of Wales. This legend

probably signifies, that the model of Stone-Henge was copied from
the great monument on the plains of Kildare.

Cairns, so called from the Irish Cam, which signifies a heap or

pile of stones, were huge heaps of stones, some of them the size of

a large house, and containing many thousands of cart loads of stones

usually placed on high hills and mountains, and still existing in

many parts of Ireland. According to Toland and others, they

were partly erected for Druidical worship, and also as sepulchral

monuments over the remains of warriors and kings ; and some of

these heaps of stones, used as sepulchres, were called by the Irish

Leacht, and Taimleacht, which signify sepulchral monuments.

Sepulchral mounds, commonly called moats in Ireland, and
barrows by the English antiquaries, are of a circular, or conical

form, having the appearance of hillocks, and of various sizes. The
interior is generally composed of a heap of small stones, resembling

a cairn, but covered with earth, and, when opened, they are found

to contain funeral urns, remains of human bones, military weapons,

and various other articles, which prove them to have been places

of sepulture for kings, chiefs, and warriors, in the Pagan times;

for after the introduction of Christianity these sepulchral mounds
were discontinued. This mode of burial was used by various an-

cient nations, as the Greeks, Gauls, Scythians, Scandinavians,

Saxons, &c., and the great sepulchral mounds of Achilles, and

others of Homer's heroes, still remain on the shores ofthe Helles-

pont ; and Byron beautifully says

—

" I've stood upon Achilles' tomb
Aud heard Troy doubted—time will doubt of Rome."

The stupendous earthen mound, resembling a large hill, raised to

the memory of Alyattes, king of Lydia, near six centuries before

the Christian era, is still to be seen in Asia Minor, and in the

Chrimea remain some of the sepulchral mounds ofthe old Scythian

kings. In England these sepulchral mounds are very numerous,

and of great size, on Salisbury plain, and other places ; and in

Ireland sepulchral mounds are found almost in every county, par-

ticularly in Meath, Louth, Dublin, and Kildare. Along the banks
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theycame to the resolution not to alter their course,

or avoid any force however great that might op-

I

of the Boyne, betvveen Drogheda and Slane, are many mounds

;

but t)ie one at Newgrange is the largest hi Ireland, covering an
area of about two acres, and between eighty and ninety feet in

height, having the appearance of a considerable hill ; the interior

is composed of a huge heap of small stones; hut it is covered with
several feet of earth ; it was much larser than at present, for it

was broken into, and several hundred cart-loads of stones carried

oif by some barbarian road-makers
; but these excavations, howe-

ver, led to an interesting discovery, namely, a long gallery, or

passage, covered with huge flag-stones, leading into the interior,

and in the centre of the mound was found a large circular cham-
ber, vaulted with a dome; urns and remains of human bones were
also found, so that this mound was no doubt the sepulchre of some
celebrated Irish king, or warrior ; a circle of huge stones standing

upright, surrounded the mound at Newgrange, and many of them
still remain. It appears, also, that these great mounds were used
in ancient times as places where assemblies and great conventions

were held for legislative purposes, inauguration of princes, and
other great meetmgs of the people. In the county of Dublin there

are sepulchral mounds in various places, and in one of these, at

Knocksedan near Swords, it is stated by Ware, that on its being

opened in his time, there were found in it the remains of a man of

gigantic size, the skeleton measuring, from the ankle-bone to the

top of the skull, eight feet four inches ; the bones of the skull

were very thick, and the teeth of enormous size ; the limbs were
all very large in proportion, and it appears that this giant, when
living, must have been nearly nine feet high. In Kildare, there

are many of these mounds on the Curragh, and also at Naas, at

Ascul, near Athy, and at MuUaghmast. An account of the Ctme-
te/'ie5 of the Pagan kings of Ireland, in Connaught, Meath, c^c.,

has been given at pp. l'22-3, in the note on South Connaught.
Ratlis, so called from the Irish Rath, which signifies a fort or

fortress, but commonly called Llos, which also signifies a fortress

or habitation. They have been usually called Danish forts, and

are circular earthen ramparts, surrounded with a deep fosse, or

ditch, some of them composed of a single rampart, others of two,

and some having treble ramparts ; the usual area in the interior of

these raths contains from about half a rood to half an acre, but

some of them are much larger, and contain in the interior from an

acre to two acres. These raths are mostly situated on hills, and
are found in every county ; they are extremely numerous in most
of the counties of Ulster and Connaught, and there are at least

thirty thousand of them still remaining in Ireland, though many of

them have been levelled ; but as the peasantry and farmers enter-

tam a belief transmitted down by tradition from time immemorial,

that it is very unlucky to meddle with them, and always followed

by some misfortune, as these places are supposed to be sacred

or enchanted ground, and the habitations of fairies, this fear,

coupled with a proper feeling of veneration for antiquities, has for-

tunately preserved from destruction those interesting memorials of

remote ages. They are commonly called Danish forts, from some
tradition that they were erected as fortresses by the Danes, and
the theory of their having been all Danish works, has been ab-

surdly maintained by Ledwich, and other shallow antiquaries.

Some of them may have been erected by the Danes, but many
thousands of them are found in remote parts, in the interior of the

country, where the Danes had no possessions, as those pirates

were chiefly located in the towns along the sea-coast, and it is

evident that these raths must have formed the fortresses and chief

habitations of the ancient Irish, and many ofthem no doubt erected

by the Firbolgs, Danans, and Milesians, more than a thousand

years before the Danes arrived in Ireland. In the county of Kil-

dare are some remarkable raths, and very large ; the Rath of

MuUaghmast contains on area of about two acres, and at Allen,

near Old KilcuUen, is another great rath, and there is one of very

great size on the Curragh of Kildare. These were no doubt the

fortresses of ancient Irish chiefs or kings. In the territory now
forming the county of Dublin, the ancient kings, as mentioned in

the preceding part of this article, liad fortresses at Howth, Swords,

and Dunleary ; and in Kildare, the kuigs of Leinster had royal

pose them, and having determined on that reso-

lution the sons of O'Donnell, Maolmuire Mac

seats and fortresses at Naas and Dun Learahna, now Dunlavan, on
the borders of Kildare, Wicklow, and Dublin. Dun, and also
JJinn, were names applied to ancient fortresses.
Round Towers.—So much has been written about these inte-

resting remains of Irish antiquity, that to enumerate the various
theories respecting them would "far exceed the limits of this article,
and the opinions as to the origin, era, and uses of those beautiful
but mysterious structures, whose history is hidden in the night of
time, are so various, that, as to whether they were built for Pagan
or Christian purposes, still remains a subject of antiquarian con-
troversy. In the county of Dublin there are round lowers at Lusk,
Swords, and Clondalkin, and some remains of one near the old
church of Rathmichael, between Killiney and Bray ; and there
was in former times around tower situated in Ship-street, not far
from the castle of Dublin, but no traces of it now remain. In the
county of Kildare there are five round towers still remaining, situ-
aled at Kildare,Old KiIcullen,Castledermott,Oughterard,andTagh-
adoe. In the counties of Dublin and Kildare are many interesting
ruins, and remains of ancient abbeys, churches,castles,and other an-
tiquities, too numerous to be here mentioned. The remains of anti-
quity inlrelandare very numerous, and extremely interesting, though
much has been destroyed by the silent hand of time, but much
more by the ruthless fury of fanaticism and war,—tlie barbarians
of ancient and modem times, like the Vandals of old, having des-
troyed various works of art. The stones of many Druidical tem-
ples and cromleacs have been broken ; sepulchral mounds and raths,
the ramparts of ancient fortresses, and even walls of Cyclopean
architecture, liave been levelled ; eaims have been scattered, round
towers have been barbarously thrown down, or shamefully suffered
to fall into dilapidation and ruin ; abbeys, churches and castles
liave been demolished, and their materials have been placed in
other buildings; splendid stone crosses, sculptures, and statues,
have been broken and mutilated; golden and silver ornaments of
massive size and beautiful workmanship, worn by ancient kings,
queens, and chieftains, have been carried off to other countries, or
sold to goldsmiths, and melted down, and many other interesting
remains of ancient art have been destroyed, though all these me-
morials of remote ages should be watched over with unceasing
veneration, and preserved to jiosterity with the most sacred care.

The note on Moy Liffey and Bregia, will be concluded in the
next number.

A. D. 1461.
I. Edward IV. In the year 1461, king Henry VI., of the

House of Lancaster, was deposed, and Edward, earl of March, son
of the deceased Richard Plantaganet, duke ofYork, as head of the
house of York, was proclaimed king, as Edward IV., on the 4th of
March, 1401. The deposed King Henry was confined in the tower
of London, but was liberated by his party in 1470, and for a short

time restored to the throne ; his forces were, however, defeated by
those of king Edward in the great battle of Tewksbury, in the

year 1471, and he himself being taken prisoner, was sent again to

the tower, where he was killed the same year by Richard, duke of
Gloucester, afterwards king Richard III.

Lords Lieutenant.—In 146"2, George, duke of Clarence, bro-

ther to king Edward IV., was appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland

for life ; he was born in Dublin during the time his father, Richard
Plantaganet, duke of York, had been lord lieutenant. The duke
of Clarence did not come to Ireland, but appointed various lords

deputies to act under him; in 1402, sir Roland Fitz Eustace, ba-

ron of Portlester, and viscount of Baltinglass ; in 1463, Thomas
Fitzgerald, earl of Desmond, who was afterwards beheaded at

Drogheda; in 1467, John Tiptoft, earl of Worcester, who was af-

terwards beheaded in England, A.D. 1470, for his adherence to

king Edward IV. against Henry VI. ; ml467, Thomas Fitzmau-
rice Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare; in 1473, William Sherwood,
bishop of Meath and lord chancellor of Ireland ; in 1471, sir Ro-
land Fitz Eustace a second time ; in 1478, Henry Gray, lord

Gray of Ruthin ; in 1478, sir Robert Preston, viscount Gormans-
town, and Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, all acted as lords

deputies to the duke of Clarence. In 1478, the duke of Clarence

2 N-
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Sweeny, Owen Bacach Mac Sweeney, and all those

that joined them, of the people of Fanat, marched
to meet and oppose O'Donnell, and the sons of

Naghtan, at Ceannmaghair; as soon as the two

parties approached they did not hesitate to attack

each other, on account of their mutual enmity,

hatred, provocations, and dissensions ; a fierce and

desperate engagement ensued, in which O'Don-
nell, i. e. Torlogh Cairbreach, and the sons of

Naghtan were defeated. Manus, brother to O'Don-
nell, with many others were slain, and Torlogh

Cairbreach O'Donnell himself was taken prisoner

and deposed. After this defeat at Ceannmaghair,

those chiefs proceeded to Kil-Mac-Nenain (Kil-

raacrenan), and Hugh Roe (O'Donnell), the son of

Niall Gai-v, was nominated lord (of Tirconnell),

according to the established custom, and O'Don-
nell, that is, Hugh Roe, then nominated Maol-
muire Mac Sweeney, the Mac Sweeney of Fanat.

Manus, son of Bryan, son of Donal, the son of

Murtogh O'Conor, lord of Carbuiy (in Sligo),

died.

Mac Caghwell, i. e. Biyan, lord of Kinel Fere-

dach (in Tyrone), died, and Owen Mac Caghwell
was appointed lord.

Fergal O'Gara, tanist of Coolavin (in Sligo),

was killed by Mac Costello.

The dean O'Maoiieoin (O'Malone), the most
learned man in all Ireland, died at Clonmacnois

of the son of Fiodach.

Aongus Magrath, a learned poet (in Thomond),
Niall Oge O'Higgin ; and Niall, the son of Fergal

Oge O'Higgin, died.

Mahon, the son of William O'Ferrall, died.

William O'Flanagan, priest and canon of the

chapter of Elphin, died.

being accused of higli treason against his lirotlier, king Edward,
was condemned

; but ijeing allowed the privilege of choosing the
manner of death, he requested to be suffocated in a butt of Malm-
sey wine, which was accordingly done in the tower of London. In
1479, Richard, duke of York, son of king Edward IV., a mere
child, being then only four or five years ofage, was nominated lord
lieutenant of Ireland, and Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, acted
as lord deputy.

2. Cam Fraoich Mac Fiodhnigh Foltrualdli, sisnifies the
Carn of Fraoch, the son of Fiodhach of the Red Hair, and was so
called from Fraoch, an ancient warrior, who was buried there.
This place, now called Carnfree, is situated near Tulsk, in the
counts of Roscommon, and, as before stated in these notes, was the
place of inauguration of the O'Conors, as kings of Connauglit

;

and the Mac Dermotts, princes of Moylurg, holding the office of
hereditary marshals of Connaught, presided at the inauguration of
the kings of Connaught; the O'Conor maugurated at this time was

Felim Fionn (the Fair) O'Conor was taken pri-

soner by his own kinsmen, namely, the sons of

Bryan Ballach, and Roderick the son of O'Conor

Don, in the beginning of this year, on which

account disturbances and commotions arose in

Siol Murray (Roscommon,) and Teige O'Conor
himself was taken jjrisoner.

Mac William Burke and his kinsmen marched

with a force into the plain ofConnaught, to redeem

Felim Fionn (O'Conor), from the son of Bryan

Ballach, and they gave him his own demand, and

the nobles ofConnaught went security for him, and

Felim was liberated from his chains ; Felim took

those nobles with him to Carn Fraoich Mac Fiodh-

aih Foltruaidg,^ and Mac Dermott put his shoe

on him after he had redeemed him ; they then

took the hostages of the race of Ona, the son of

Aongus, and ofHy Briuin (O'Rourke's country, or

Leitrim), and Mac William returned home, leaving

those hostages with the son of Bryan Ballach.

When the sons of O'Conor Roe were informed of

this, they redeemed Teige O'Conor from O'Conor
Don for the half-townland of Clar, and after that

they allied themselves to the sons of Conor Mac
Branan (a chief in Roscommon).

A great war was carried on by the English of

Meath and Leinster, by which a great portion of

Meath was spoiled.

O'Conor Faily, and the son of Richard Butler,

marched to Druim Turleime (now Drumhurhn,
between CoUinstown and Mullingar in Westmeath)

with an army of upwards of one thousand horse-

men all helmeted, fearless, and undismayed, and
sent forth their forces, horsemen and scouring

parties, to burn and lay waste Meath in every di-

rection, and in the course of this contest the son

O'Conor Don, and the term above used, of putting on his shoe on
O'Conor, signifies that he was inaugurated, as the ceremony of

putting on a shoe, or ornamented slipper, was used at these inau-

gurations; and it is stated that when the O'Neills, princes of Ty-
rone and kings of Ulster, were inaugurated at Tullaghoge, in Ty-
rone, as already described, that O'Hagan, chiefof Tullaglioge, who
presided at the inauguration of the O'Neills, put on the foot of the
elected prince a golden slipper, or ornamented with gold, which
completed the ceremony ; and some of these ornamental inaugura-
tion slippers, made of leather and other materials, of very elegant

workraanshij), have been found in bogs and other places, and to be
seen in some nmseums and collections of antiquities. Ona, above-
mentioned, the son of Aongus, was king of Connaught in the fifth

century, and is stated to have given his palace, called Imleach
Ona, as a present to St. Patrick, at which place he founded the

see of Elphin.
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of Felim, the son of the Calvach O'Conor, was

made prisoner by John, the son of Mac Thomas
;

O'Conor received great presents from the Enghsh
for granting them peace, as was always customary

with those who held his place.

Mac Geoghegan committed great depredations

on the baron of Delvin (Nugent, in Westmeath),

and also on the Ledwiches, so that he plundered

the countiy as far as Eithne (the river Inny, on

the borders of Westmeath and Longford).

Port Loman (a parish in Westmeath) was plun-

dered by the sons of Irial O'Ferrall.

Malachy, the son of Flann O'Donnellan (in Gal-

way), died.

Theobald O'MuUoy, lord of the half of Fercall

(in King's county), was killed by O'MuUoy of the

Wood.

A.D. 1462.

A monastery of fi-iars minor (Franciscans) was

commenced at Monaghan during the time that

FeUm, the son of Biyan, the son of Ardgal Mac
Mahon, was lord of Oriel.

Bartholomew, the son of Hugh O'Flanagan,

prior of Devenish (in Fermanagh), died on Lough
Derg.

Bryan, son of Philip Maguire, the most hospi-

table and generous man of his time in the entire

province of Ulster, was killed while in pursuit of

his property, which was carried away by force by

the sons of Art O'Neill, namely, Roderick and his

kinsmen, after having obtained their protection,

and being imprisoned by them for some time.

Edmond Roe, the son of John Maguu-e, was

killed by the same Roderick.

Teige, the son of Owen O'Conor, lord of Car-

bury (in Sligo), died

Teige O'Conor, and his kinsmen, defeated the

sons of Bryan Ballach, in which Dermod, son of

Donogh, the son of Bryan, and John, son of

Teige, the son of Tiarnan of the Corra, were

slain ; and the sons of Bryan Ballach were dis-

possesed of, and expelled from their lands and

properties ; the two sons of Bryan fled in ter-

ror to Mac Branan's place at Greanchaidh (in

Roscommon), but Mac Branan was obliged to

forsake them, so that they were proclaimed through

every district, and Mac Branan himself was expel-

led from his country into Annaly, where he was

received by O'Ferrall, who gave him lands for his

cattle, and possessions in the country for his people.

Mac William of Clanrickard, marched with an
army into Hy Cairin (Iken-in, inTipperarj), where
O'Maglier, i. e. Teige, with his supporters, met
and opposed them ; and William Burke, the son

of Mac William, was slain by the son of O'Maher,
with the cast of a javehn, by which blow O'Maher
was victorious, and the same O'Maher, lord of Iker-

rin, after his death, was succeeded by his son.

Mac Branan, i. e. Tomaltach Carrach, the son

of Con, the son of Hugh, died at an advanced age.

The young earl of Ormond (John Butler), ar-

rived in Ireland, with a powerful host of Saxons,

and a great war arose between the eai-ls of Ormond
and of Desmond, in which Gerald, theson ofthe earl

ofDesmond, wastaken prisoner by the Butlers, who
also took possession of Waterford ; both parties

finally resolved on giving each other battle, and it

was against the will of the earl of Ormond that the

son of Richai-d (Butler), went to fight the battle

on that day ; however he was defeated in the en-

gagement, and he himself taken prisoner, and some

state that 410 of them (the Butlers), were buried

on that day, besidas their commander and officers.

The Geraldines, after gaining that battle with great

slaughter, took Kilkenny, and the great towns of

the territory, from the Butlers ; the yoiuig earl of

Ormond, with his English, were in the town of

Dangan (in Kilkenny), which could not be taken

from them. Another brother of the earl (of Or-

mond) arrived in Ireland, and seized on four ships

belonging to the earl of Desmond, at sea, with all

they contained, through which the Butlers gained

great power.

Con O'Melaghlin, with the Dillons, and Lisagh,

son of Rossa (O'Ferrall), defeated O'Ferrall at

Noghaval (in Westmeath), and Edmond, the son

of O'FeiTaU, and eleven men of the race of Mur-

togh Oge O'Ferrall, were taken prisoners ; the

loss in prisoners and slain was seventy.

Thomas, son of Cathal, the son of Thomas

O'FeiTall, tanist of Annaly, was slain at Bel-atha-

na-pailise (in Longford), by night, while endea-

vouring to recover his property, carried away by

a party of the Dillons, the O'Conors, and the sons

of Murtogh ; they carried off" his head and his

property, he havmg at the time only a few attend-

ants, which was a rare occurrence with him.



ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A.D. 1463-64.

A.D, 1463.

Gillcreest Mac Edigein, vicar of Teampul
Patrick, at Elphin, and canon of the chapter,

died,

Conor, son of Cathal Roe Mac Rannall, lord of

Clan Bibacht (in Leitrim), died.

James, son of Gerald, earl of Desmond, died.

Dermod More, the son of Dermod O'Conor,

was killed by the sons of Teige O'Conor, at Eas-

da-conna, on the river Boyle.

Culein O'Dempsey (in the King's county), was

slain by the Enghsh.

Cormac Ballach, the son of Conor Mac Donogh,

the most distinguished chief's son of any in North

Connaught for nobleness, hospitality, and feats of

arms, and also the most learned and intelligent in

the arts, died after having gained the victory of

extreme unction and repentance.

AVilliam Burke, the son of Richard, made an

attack on the castle of Mulin Adam (in Sligo), in

retaliation for the loss of his eye ; he was pursued

to the borders of Ballymote, where he turned on
his pursuers, and slew fifteen of them, with the son

of Manus, the son of Dermod Mac Donogh, and
the sons of O'Neill, who had on a former occasion

deprived him of his eye at that castle.

The son of Maju Barrett, lord of Tyrawley, and
Siacus Cam, the son of Fergal, lord of the Clan

Awlave O'Ferrall, died.

Graine (or Grace), the daughter of Teige

O'Rourke, the wife of Mac Donogh, died.

Teige, son of Donal More Mac Donogh, lord of

the half of Tu-errill, died,

Henry, son of Felim O'Reilly, was killed by
Donogh, the son of Thomas Oge Maguire.

Hugh, the son of Gillpatrick Maguire, died.

The king of England sent presents to O'Neill,

i. e. Henry, the son of Owen, viz., forty-eight yards

of scarlet cloth, a chain (or collar) of gold, &c.

O'Neill gave pay to the lord of Thomond, i. e,

Teige, the son of Torlogh O'Brien.

A.D, 1464.

Fear Sithe Mac Duibhne (or Mac Devine),

bishop of the two Brefnies (Kilmore), died.

Dermod Mac Mui'cadhain, a worthy priest,

died,

Teige O'Conor died on the Saturday after first

Lady day, and was interred with honours at Ros-

common, by the race of Cathal Crovdearg

(O'Conor), east and west, and the tribes of Siol

Murray (in Roscommon),

Cedach O'Moore, lord of Leix (in Queen's

county), died of the plague,

Donal O'Rourke, John, son of the official (vicar

general), the son of Mui-togh Oge O'Ferrall,

Malachy, son of Bryan, the son of Murtogh Oge
O'Ferrall, with his wife, More, daughter of James

O'Kennedy, the wife of Mac Geoghegan, with her

daughter, and Murtogh, the son of John O'Dui-

genan, died of the same plague,

Murtogh, son of Art O'Melaghlin, and his wife,

the daughter of O'Coffey, together with three

others, died in the space of twenty-four hours from

the effects of a bite of a horse, which had the same

lumps (i. e. the prevailing epidemic).

Redmond, son of the prior, the son of Loghlin

O'Ferrall, died of the plague,

Donal Cam, the son of Conor Mac Donogh,

died.

Mac Dermott Roe, i. e. Dermod, the son of

Malachy, Cathal Bacach, the son of Cormac of

Fermoyle, and Beanmumhan, the daughter of

O'Flanagan, died.

Con, son of Niall Garv O'Donnell, and Aon-

gus, the son of Niall O'Donnell, were slain by

Eignaghan, the son of Naghtan O'Donnell, at

Findruim (in Donegal), on the 8th of May.

O'Neill, and the sons of Naghtan O'Donnell,

proceeded with a predatoiy force into TirconneU,

after the death of Con O'Donnell, and they burned

the country as far as Ballyshannon, and carried

away many horses and cows ; but, however, they

did not go with impunity, for they lost the value

of what they had taken, namely, Bryan, the son

of Conor Oge, the son of Conor Roe Mac Guire,

a man distinguished for hospitality and feats of

arms, and who kept a house of general hospitaUty,

together with twenty-eight of their forces, who
were slain.

Breasal, the son of Donogh O'KeUy, and Mala-

chy, the son of WiUiam O'Kelly, who were in

contention with each other for the lordship of Hy
Maine, died in one week at the end of April, for

Breasal had said, when the messenger of Malachy

came to visit him on his death-bed sickness, " I

accept a meeting with Malachy in a week's time,
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in the presence of the Lord of us both," and they

both attended that call.

A great contest arose between the sons of Wil-

liam O'Kelly and the sons of Donogh O'KeUvj

after the deaths of Breasal and of Malachy.

The son of Richard Butler, a man of the most

exalted fame and nobility of the English of Ire-

laud in his time, died.

Ir, the son of Cathal Roe j\Iac Rannall, tanist

of his own territory, a man worthy of being a lord

in personal figure and in truth, died a week before

the festival of St. Michael, and Ir, the son of Wil-

liam Mac Rannall, was slain by Giolla Glan Dil-

lon in the same week, with the single thrust of a

spear, he ha\-ing been at the time in the company

of his mother's brother, WiUiam D'Alton.

Donal, the son of Murtogh Bacach O'Conor,

lord of Carbury of DrumclLtf (in SUgo), together

with his kinsmen, except a few, were slain by the

sons of Owen O'Conor, and Roderick, the son of

Bryan O'Conor, was appointed lord in his place.

Felim, son of Donogh, the son of Tiaman Oge
O'Rourke, was taken jjrisoner bj^ O'Rourke, and

Hugh, the son of Teige O'Rourke, was taken pri-

soner by Tiarnan Oge, the son of Donogh, after

that, in retaliation.

Tomaltach Oge O'Gara was killed in a noctur-

nal attack on Sheve Lugha (fti Mayo), by Maurice,

the son of Cormac Mac Dermott Gall, and Ed-

mond Mac Costello of the Plain.

Loghlin, the son of Maoilin O'Maolconry, after

along tribulation, and after having gained the %'ic-

toiy of repentance, diedandwas interred at Elphin.

Loghlin, the son of Fircheuine O'Higgin, died.

Thomas Greannach, and Donal, the sons of

Dun Maguire, were killed by their brother Rode-

rick Glas.

The sons of O'Kelly, namely, Colla, the prior of

John's church, and Roderick, went on a preying

incursion at the instigation of Biyan O'Breen of

Breaghmuine (Brawney, in Westmeath), and the

sons of Rossa, the sou of Murtogh Midheach

O'Ferrall ; but misfortune however attended

A.D. U64.
1. Tht Bishoj) of Meath at that time was William Sherwood,

and this aft'air is thus mentioned by Ware and Leland, namely, that

a ^eat dispute having arisen in the neighbourhood of Dublin or

Fingall, in which nine of the earl of Desmond's followers were
killed, the bishop of Meath was said to be the instigator of this

quarrel, from the great enmity he bore the earl, who was then lord

them, for they were both killed, together with

sixteen of their people.

Biyan O'Breen, with ten of his people, and ten

others of the people of the Calladli, with Wilham,
the son of Donogh, the son of the prior O'Ferrall,

were slain by Mac Awley.

O'Donnell, with Mac Wilham Burke, and many
of the Irish and of the English of Ireland along

with them, repaired to Ath-Cliath-Duibhliime

(Dublin), to meet Thomas, earl of Desmond, lord

justice of Ireland at that time, and they entered

into a league of peace and alliance with him.

Tu' Tuathail (in Roscommon), was plundered

by Hugh Mac Dermott, lord ofMoylurg ; and Mac
Dermott Gall, with the chiefs of Tir Tuathail,

went and made their submission for their plun-

dered properties and gave hostages to Hugh,
which were retained with the Mac Donoghs since

the death of Tomaltach Mac Dermott to that time.

Nine of the lord justice's people were killed

in Fine Gall (Fingall near Dubhn), at the insti-

gation ofthe bishop of Meath' ; the lordjustice, the

bishop, and Preston, proceeded to the kmg's palace

to lodge their complaints against each other.

Thomas, earl of Desmond, returned from the

king of England's court with the authority of the

king's viceroy in Ireland, and with great presents

which he received from the king.

Felim O'Rourke, and Hugh, the son of Teige

O'Rourke were Uberated on both sides, and peace,

was established in Brefney.

William, son of Maine, the son of Hugh, lord

of the race of Conor Mac Branan (in Roscom-

mon), died.

Donal Cam, the son of Conor Mac Donogh,

died.

A monastery for Franciscans was founded at

Athdara (Adare), in Munster, in the diocese of

Limerick, on the banks of the river Mague, by

Thomas, earl of Kildare, and Judith, the daughter

of James, earl of Desmond, where they erected a

tomb for themselves.

deputy, and a violent altercation having arisen between them, as

above-mentioned, both parties sent their agents to England, to lay

tlieir complaints before the throne, and the bishop and the earl af-

terwards repaired to the court of king Edward, to represent tlie

matter to his majesty, and the earl having been received with

great honours by the king, he thus triumphed over his enemies.
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A.D. 1465.

Thomas, son of Maurice, the son of Matthew,

abbot of Lisgoole, died.

Gormley Cavanagh, the daughter of Mac Mur-
rogh, king of Leinster, and wife of O'Neill, died.

Hugh, son of Conor Mac Dermott, lord of

Moylurg, died, and Conor Oge, the son of Conor

Mac Dermott, was appointed his successor, ac-

cording to the election of the tribe of Hugh Mac
Dermott, both clergy and laity, except alone the

sons of Roderick Mac Dermott, which happened

to be an unfortunate circumstance to them, as, on

the day appointed for holding a conference at

Carnfree (in Roscommon), which was attended by

O'Conor Don, Donogh O'Kelly, and the sons of

Roderick, on the one side, and by Mac Dermott

and his people on the other, a conflict ensued, in

which Dermod, the son of Roderick Mac Dermott,

was slain, whose loss was much lamented in his

own countiy, and Teige, the son of Roderick

Buighe, was taken prisoner, and O'Conor Don
was overthrown.

John Duv, the son of Donogh, the son of Hugh
Maguire, was killed by John, the son of Philip

Maguire.

John, son of Alexander, the son of John More
Mac Donnell, (in Antrim), was killed by Con, the

son of Hugh Buighe O'Neill.

Malachy O'Beirne, chief of Tir Brluin of the

Shannon (in Roscommon), and his young son

Malachy, named the Giolla Duv, were slain, and

their place biu-ned, by their own kinsmen and clan,

on the Sunday before November, and his other

son, Carbery O'Beirne, was slain with the cast of

a dart, by the same party, in the Bearnaigh

Bhalbh, in the same month.

Mac Consnamha' and his son were treacherously

slain by Donal O'Rourke and his sons, who set-

tled themselves in his country.

Hugh, son of Teige O'Rourke, died.

Cormac Mac Dermott Gall, lord of Airteach (in

Roscommon), died.

A.D. 14G.5.

1. Mac Consnamha, a name anglicised to Ford, were chiefs of

a district in Leitrim called Muintir Kenny, now the parish of Inis-

magrath, along Lough Allen.

2. Kilcredlie, now Kilcrea, according to Seward, in the parish

of Killonane, in the county of Cork, where this monastery was
founded by Cormac Laidir Mac Carthy, lord of Muskerry ; it was
dedicated to St. Bridget, and some of its extensive ruins still re-

Hugh, son of Naghtan O'Donnell, died.

Themonasteryof Kilcrede,^ inMunster,in the di-

ocese of Cork, was founded for Franciscan friars by

the Mac Carthys, who constructed a splendid tomb

as a place of sepvdture for their nobility and gentry.

A.D. 1466.

Bryan, the son of Gillpatrick Maguire, abbot of

Lisgoole, and Donal O'Lennon, a canon of Lis-

goole, died.

Felim, the son of Bryan Mac Mahon, lord of

Oriel, died.

Bryan, the son of Awlave Maguire, chief of his

own tribe, and lord of Clan Awley (in Fermanagh),

died.

Aine, daughter of Mac Geoghegan, the wife of

Maguire, died.

Conor, the son of O'Conor Roe, died.

Bryan Duv, the son of Teige O'Conor, died on

the 15th day of March.

Richard, son of Edmond Tyrrell, and Thomas
Gallda, the son of Edmond Tyrrell, died.

William Burke, the son of Walter Burke, and

William Burke, the son of John, the grandson of

Walter, died.

O'Duigenan of Kilronan (in Roscommon), i. e.

Fergal ; Maurice the canon, the son ofConaing the

canon O'Maolconry ;*and Conor, the son of Teige

Mac Branan (in Roscommon), died.

Uaithne (Anthony), the son of Fergal O'Reilly

(of Cavan), died.

Donogh, the son of Murtogh O'Daly, died.

Hugh, son of Owen O'Neill, gave the English

of the plain of Oriel a signal overthrow.

The English of Meath and Leinster marched

with an army into OtFaley, and O'Conor Faily, i. e.

Con, the son of Calvach, collected his forces to

oppose them, and first of all ^slew John Mac
Thomas (Fitzgerald), the best and most renowned

general of the English, whose death was an omen
of defeat to the English, for on the next day the

earl' and the English forces were defeated, and he

main, containing several monuments of the Mac Carthys, earls of

Clanearthy, and of the Barretts, and other families of note.

A.D. 1466.

1. The Earl here mentioned was Thomas Fitzgerald, earl of

Desmond, then lord deputy, and Leland gives the following account
of this matter : that the territory of the O'Melaghlins, chiefs in

Westmeath, having been attacked by the family of the Petits,
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himself was taken prisoner and stripped of his

arms and armoiu-, and Teige O'Conor, his foster

brother, conveyed the earl to castle Carberj^ toge-

ther with a great many of his armv who were taken

prisoners along with him, among whom were Chris-

topher Plunket, the prior of St. ]\Iary's church at

Trim, young WilUam Nugent, Barnwell, and many
others. The English of Dublin afterwards pro-

ceeded to castle Carbery and rescued those English

who were imprisoned there after the defeat, in

spite of their enemies, and took them back. For

a considerable time after that battle the pedple of

Offaley were in the habit of sending scouring par-

ties as far as Tara northwards, and as far as Naas

southwards, and the people of Brefney and Oriel

frequently plundered and burned Meath in every

direction, without opposition or pursuit, for a long

time afterwards.

Teige O'Brien, lord of Thomond, led a very

arreat force southward aci'oss the Shannon in

the summer ; he plundered the Irish of Des-

mond and of West Munster (Cork and Kerry),

and the Irish of Leinster also paid him tribute,

and he then returned home, and after having

taken possession of the territory of Clan Wil-

liam (in Tipperarj^), and of the county of

Limerick, which were confirmed to him by the

earl (of Desmond), for obtaihing peace for himself

and his country, and after he (O'Brien), had ob-

tained security of sixty marks being paid (him and

his heirs) for ever, from the people of Limerick, he

died of a disease at his own house, and Conor, the

sonofTorlogh O'Brien,was appointed hissuccessor.

Rickard, son of Mac William Burke, the son of

Rickard Oge, tanist of Clanrickard, died.

O'Dowd and his son were treacherously killed

by the sons of Mulroona, the son of Roderick

O'Dowd.
The English of Meath gave Mac Mahon (of

Monaghan) a great overthrow, in which many

were slain, and Hugh Oge Mac Mahon, and the

son of Donal of Clan Kelly, were taken prisoners.

Owen and Hugh Duv, the sons of Roderick, the

son of Cathal Duv O'Conor, and Teige, the son of

Enslish settlers, who had the title of barons of Mullingar, the

O'Melachlins made incursions into Petit's possessions, and the earl

of Desmond, having collected the English forces, marched against

the O'Melaghlins, who, as stated by Taaffe, being joined by the

O'Reillys of East Brefney, or Cavan, they attacked the troops of

Biyan, the son of Cathal, were slain by Dermod,

the son of Teige O'Conor, and the sons of Der-

mod Roe, the son of Teige O'Conor, on Easter

Monday, at Cuirech Liathdroma (the marshy plain

of Leitrim).

Malachy and John, the sons of Owen Mac Der-

mott Roe, died both within a fortnight.

Owen, son of John Mac Donogh, and Murtogh,

the son of Cuchonacht O'Daly, died.

The monastery of the Island of the Trinity on

Lough Key (in Roscommon), with the images of

the Trinity, were burned by a candle.

A. D. 1467.

James O'Ferrall, abbot of Leath-Ratha (Abbey-

laragh in Longford), a man distinguished for

charity and hospitality, died,

Niall, son of Mahon Magrath, the official of

Lough Eme (vicar-general of Clogher), and parson

of Iniskeen, died.

Owen, son of Roderick Mac Mahon, lord of

Oriel, died, and Redmond, the son of Roderick,

succeeded him in the lordship.

Toriogh Roe, the son of O'Neill, i. e. Henry ;

O'Reilly, namely, Cathal, the son of Owen ; and

Mac Caghwell, i. e. Owen, died.

Hugh, son ofBryan O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine,

died, and was interred at Athlone, and he was suc-

ceeded by Hugh of the Wood, the son of William

O'Kelly.

Donal Buighe O'Ferrall, head chief of Annaly,

and Lisagh, son of Rossa, son of Conor, the son of

Cathal O'Ferrall, died.

Irial O'Ferrall succeeded Donal, and John suc-

ceeded Irlal.

Hugh Duv, son ofDonagh, son of Brj-an Ballach

(O'Conor), Teige, his brother, Teige, the son of

Biyan, and Hugh Roe, the son of Dermod More,

the son of Dermod O'Conor, were slain in an at-

tack by Dermod O'Conor, aided by the sons of

Dennod Roe, the son of Teige O'Conor, and by

Cathal, the son of Roderick Oge O'Conor.

Colla, son of Manus Mac Mahon, and eleven of

the earl of Desmond, and defeated them with great slaughter in a

severe conflict, in which many of Desmond's most distinguished

officers were slain, and he himself taken prisoner by O'Reilly, who,

however, soon after generously liberated the earl, without ransom,

at the request of his friend, O'Conor Faily.
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his people along with him, were slain, in pursuit

of their property plundered by the Brefnians.

David Mac Costello (in Mayo), was killed by

Thomas Bermingham.

Donogh, son of John, the son of Malachy

O'FeiTall, died on the journej^ to Rome.

John, son ofEdmond, the son of Fergal O'Reilly,

•was slain.

The son of Mac William of Clanrickard died of

a sudden sickness, for there is no earthly glory but

ends in sorrow.

Christopher Plunket, Pierce, son ofJames D'Al-

ton, James junior, the son of .James D'Alton, and

the son of Petit, of MuUingar, i. e. the prior of

Mullingar, died of the plague.

John, son of the D'Alton, was slain by his own
people.

Torlogh, son of Cathal O'Conor, was killed at

Roscommon by the sons of Donal, the son of Ma-
nus Cam O'Kelly.

O'Neill, namely, Henrj', marched with his forces

into O'Kane's country, and on that expedition

Thomas, the son of Philip Maguire, the best man
in his territory in his time, was slain.

Mac William of Clanrickard, and the O'Briens,

defeated O'Kelly, and the sons of William Burke,

in the battle of Croise Croinn (in Galway), in

which were slain William Caoch Burke, the son of

Mac William, the two sons of O'Kelly, Hugh
Buighe, the son of Torlogh Mac Donnell, consta-

ble of the galloglasses, ten of the chiefs of Clan

Donnell, together with eight score (160) of the

galloglasses, and many others besides.

O'Donnell, i.e. Hugh Roe, the son of Niall

Gan', having marched into Connaught to revenge

that defeat, because Mac William and O'Kelly

A.D. 1468.

The enr! of Desynond vtaa Thomas Fitzgerald, lord deputy of

Ireland, and the circumstances which led to his death are stated,

by Cox and Leland, as follows; namely, that the earl, having

made some disresjiectfnl remarks on the marriage of king Edward
IV. with lady Elizabeth Gray, being so much the king's inferior in

rank, and that he called her a tailor's widow, which excited the

implacable resenment of tlie queen, and she gave instructions to the

new lord deputy, John Tiptoft, earl of Worcester, who is men-
tioned above as the Saxon earl, to use his utmost endeavours to

make out charges against Desmond, for his destruction. Tiptoft

with alacrity complied with the queen's wishes, particularly as he
was jealous of the great power of the Geraldines, hence various

charges were brought against Desmond, for having formed alliances

and fosterage with the Irish, and not having acted with suflicient

rigour asrainst the Irish enemies, of exacting the unlawful military

tax called Coyne and Livery, i:c., and in a parliament held at

Drogheda by the deputy Tiptoft, in 14C7, Desmond was accused

were his friends and allies, compelled the people

of Clanrickard to yield to peaceable terms, and he

after^vards returned in safety to his home.

The island of Lough Cairgin was taken by

O'Conor Don, and the Clan Felim (O'Conors),

fi'om the guards who were in its care.

Teige O'Conor, with Mac Geoghegan and Ber-

mingham, committed numerous depredations in

the plain of Teffia (in Westmeath), and they plun-

dered the country from Impor (Empor), to Bally-

macwilliam (in King's coimty).

The castle of CoUooney (in Sligo) was taken by

the sons of Cormac Ballach Mac Donogh, from

the tribe of Cormac Mac Donogh.

A Saxon lord justice having arrived in Ireland,

Thomas (earl of Desmond), was removed, a cir-

cumstance which caused the ruin of Ireland.

A.D. 1468.

Conor O'Melaghlin, bishop of Elphin, died.

Thomas, earl of Desmond,' who had been lord

justice of Ireland, the son of James, son of Gerald,

the most renowned of his race in Ireland in his

time for personal tigure and form, for hosjjitality,

feats of arms, charity, and humanity to the poor,

and the pilgrims of God, in bestowing of precious

presents and property on the laity, clergy, and

poets, and for suppressing theft and misdeeds,

proceeded to Drogheda, to meet the Saxon lord

justice, and the English of Meath ; they however

treated him treacherously, and beheaded him,

though innocent, and the greater portion of the

men of Ireland were very much grieved at those

tidings ; his body was afterwards conveyed to Tra-

lee, where he was buried, in the sepulchre of his

ancestors, with great honours and veneration.

of high treason, condemned, and beheaded at Drogheda, on the

15th of February, 1467 ; his head was sent to Dublin, and fixed on

the castle, and his body was buried, according to some accounts,

either in St. Peter's church, or in the Dominican monastery of St.

Mary Magdalen, at Drogheda ; but, according to these Annals,

it appears it was afterwards removed for burial to Tralee. Tlie

earl of Desmond was one of the most powerful noblemen in Ire-

land, and very popular for his munificence, and patronage of arts

and literature; he founded the celebrated Collegiate Church of

Voughal, in 1404; and in a parliament convened by him at

Drogheda, in 140.5, he passed an act for founding a university in

that town, with privileges similar to Oxford, but this im]>ortant

institution was never established, not being endowed, in consequence

of the earl's death.

|gg° Erratum.—At A.D. 1450, p. 2£8, line 18, 1st col.,

after "surprise," add "at Gabhaill Liun (now Glengevlin, in

Cavan)."
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O'Rourke, namely, Tiarnan Oge, the son of

Teige, the lawful lord of Hy Briuin (Brefney

O'Rourke, or Leitrim), and of the tribe of Hugh
Fionn, died, after having gained the victory over

the world and the devil ; and Donal, the son of

Teige O'Rourke, was appointed his successor, by

O'Donuell and all his friends.

The tribe of Tiarnan, son of Tiarnan More, the

son of Ualgarg (O'Rourke), unjustly opposed the

appointment (of Donal), and they themselves, aided

by the Carbreans (of Sligo), and the Mac Donoghs,

nominated as prince Donogh Losg, the son of

Tiarnan More. O'Donnell, on receiving intelli-

gence of this, marched with a very great force from

the north, across the Erne, spoiled the northern

part of Connaught, and committed great depreda-

tions in the eastern part of Tireragh, Cuil-Cnamha,

and Coillte-Laighne (all in Sligo), and he carried

off the spoils to his own place. Mac William

Oughter, i. e. Ulick (Burke), the son of Uhck of

the Wme, and O'Conor Don, with their Enghsh

and Irish forces, marched to the relief of North

Connaught ; they burned the town of O'Rourke,

but effected nothing more, and they returned to

their homes without battle or booty.

Roderick, son of Conor Mac Donogh, lord of

Tirerrill and of Ballindoon (in Shgo), died, after

having gained the palm of victory over the world

and the devil.

Torlogh, son ofJohn O'Reilly, was appointed to

the lordship of Brefney.

O'Kane (of DeiTy), i.e. Manus, died.

Cathal Oge, son of Cathal Roe Mac Rannall,

sole chief of Muintir Eoluis (in Leitrim), died at

his own house, on the first Sunday of Lent, after

having gained the victory of extreme unction and

repentance ; and his son Teige Mac Rannall was

appointed chief, and William Mac Rannall was

also nominated chief of the tribe of Malachy Mac
Rannall.

Art, son of Con O'Melaghlin, lord of Meath,

was killed at Cnoc-ui-Chosgraidh (the hill of

O'Cosgry, in Westmeath), on Easter Tuesday.

O'Moore (of Leix), and Mac Gillpatrick (of

Ossory), died of the plague.

Bean Mumhan, daughter of Owen O'Conor,

and wife of O'Kelly, i. e. Hugh, son of Brj'an, died.

Edmond Mac Costello, of the plain (in Mayo),

was killed by his brother Wilham Mac Costello.

Conor Buighe, son of Cormac Mac Branan (of

Roscommon), died.

Anthony, son of Mac Geoghegan (of West-

meath), was killed by the cast of a dart in the

castle of Knock O'Cosgry.

Roderick, son of Dermod Roe, son of Teige

O'Conor, and his wife, the daughter of Carbry

O'Conor, died of a sudden sickness.

Teige Mac Tiarnan, an affluent landed proprie-

tor, and his wife Nuala, daughter of Fergal Mac
Donogh Riavach, died.

The GioUa Duv, son of Cormac Buighe Mac
Donogh, died.

Conor, son of Edmond, son of Malachy O'Han-

ley, died on Low Saturday.

Torna O'Maolconry, chief professor of Siol Mui--

ray (Roscommon), in history and poetry, died, in

his own house at Lis Firbain, after the festival of

St. Patrick, and after having gained the victory of

repentance, and was Interred at Elphin. Erard

O'Maolconry succeeded him m the cliief profes-

sorship.

O'Conor Faily, namely, Con, was taken prisoner

by the English.

The castle of Bundroos (in Leitrim), which was

in possession of O'Donnell, was delivered up by

him again to the tribe of Murtogh Baccach

(O'Conor).

Rickard Bvu-ke, having gone into Moylurg, made

peace with Mac Dermott ; and both proceeded to

meet O'Donnell, who, previous to their arrival,

crossed the Erne, and they did not meet on that

occasion ; Rickard then returned back into the

plain of Connaught, where he took hostages from

the O'Conors Roe ; and he brought with him the

Clan Felim (O'Conors), because they did not

consent to give him hostages ; Clan Conway (in

Galway), was spoiled by Edmond Mac William,

himself, and his sons, through arrogance and

vain glory. Felim Fionn (O'Conor) committed

gi-eat plunders on O'Conor Don, which he car-

ried off with him into Moylurg ; and he also

took great preys from Hy Maine, and likewise

from the tribe of Felim Cleireach, and fi-om

Muintir Beu-ne (in Roscommon), which he con-

veyed to Killaraght (in Shgo), to meet Rickard

Burke and lus forces ; and he kept the forces

without separating for the space of a week, during

which they were supported solely by their own

2o
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provisions ; and he would have prevailed on them

to remain longer, had they consented to remain.

Felim carried off another great prey from Kiar-

raidh Mac Kethern (in Mayo) ; and on the same

day he slew the grandson of Hugh Caoch O'Co-

nor ; but Fehm was encountered at lomaire Ua-

rain (Oran, in Roscommon), by Edmond Mac
W'illiam, with sixty galloglasses, sixty retained

kerns, and the cavalry of his own country ; many
were wounded on both sides, and the booty and

also his horses were wrested fi'om Felim.

Gerald, son of the earl of Desmond, laid waste

a great deal in Meath and in Leinster, in revenge

of the death of Thomas, the eai'l.

The town of O'Reilly''^ and the monastery of

Cavan were burned by the English, and the Saxon

who had beheaded the earl of Desmond.

Con, son of Hugh Buighe O'Neill, gave the

English of Lecale (in county of Down), a great

overthrow at Beinn-Uamha, in which Murtogh

Roe O'Neill, lord of Claneboy, was taken prisoner

;

and Angus, son of Alexander Mac Donnell, the

son of Robert Savadge, lord of Lecale, and many
of the English and Irish were slain.

Fehm Fionn and Mac Dermott, that is, Conor,

son of Cormac, committed excessive depredations

at BaUintobber ; but O'Conor, with all his forces

and tribes, and Roderick O'Conor and his forces,

with a great number of the Clan Conway, and the

entire Clan Felim (O'Conors), on his side, en-

countered them ; the sons ofDermod, son of Rode-

rick Mac Dermott, and the sons of Cormac Oge
Mac Dermott, who were encamped at Beola-Coil-

leadh, also overtook them, but Fehm made a fortu-

nate retreat to Scor More, in Clan Cathail Mac
Mui'ray ; Felim and Mac Dermott afterwards

valiantly and victoriously turned on their pursuers,

and defeated and dispersed them in all directions.

Owen, son of Torlogh Dall, son of Torlogh Oge
O'Conor, and Felim, son of Torlogh Roe, son of

Bryan Ballach, and many other chiefs along with

them, were slain ; Felim, after his victoiy and

slaughter, carried away his booty, leaving his

enemies in sorrow and discomfiture.

Donogh, the son of Thomas Maguire, made an

2. The tmm of O'Reilly was the town of Cavan, and the Saxon
who liad beheaded tlie earl of Desmond, above-mentioned, was
John Tijjtoft, earl of Worcester, of whom an account has been

attack on Philip, son of Cuchonacht Maguire, in

Tirkennedy (in Fermanagh), and carried away
great spoils ; Donogh's people proceeded with their

booty into Clankelly, leading Donogh with a few

men in the rear of the preying party, and he was

pursued and overtaken by Philip ; but Donogh
turned on the son of Cuchonacht, and slew him-

self and his son on that occasion.

Roderick, son of Geoffrey Roe Maguire, and

Malachy, son of Donogh Mac Caffrey, died.

A great many of the Clan Caffi-ey were slain,

including Mac Caffrey himself, i. e. Donogh, his

son Felim, his brother John, and his son Dermod,

with three others, by the sons of Hugh, son of

Pliihp of the Battle-axe Maguire.

A.D. 14G9.

John Buighe, son of John More Magrath, the

coarb of Termon Dabeog (abbot of Lough Derg, in

Donegal), died ; and Dermod, son of Marcus, son

of Maurice Magrath, was appointed his successor

as coarb.

Mac Carthy More, lord of Desmond, died.

Hugh, son of William O'Kelly, lord of Hy
Maine, the most distinguished man in Ireland for

hospitality, and who never refused a favour to any

man, was treacherously slain by the tribe of

Donogh O'Kelly, namelj', the sons of Breasal and

Teige, son of Donogh, on Shrove Monday, two

days before the festival of St. Berraigh ; and two

O'Kellys were nominated to succeed him, namely,

William, son of Hugh, son of Bryan, and Teige

Caoch, son of William O'Kelly.

Richard Oge O'Reilly, tanist of Brefney, died.

Donal, son of Bryan, son of Philip, son of

Giolla Duv Maguire, and Gillaisa, son of Cormac,

son of Gillaisa O'Flanagan, were slain by the sons

of Hugh Maguire, and by Muintir Manchain, at

Port Achaidh Inver (in Fermanagh), on the ninth

of the Kalends of September.

The sons of Philip Maguire, and the sons of

Thomas Oge, made an attack on the sons of

Hugh Maguire, at Miodhbolg (in Fermanagh,

near the river Erne), and carried off great spoils

given in the foregoing note, and whose government in Ireland, ac-

cording to all accounts, was conducted with great cruelty and

rapacity.
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on that occasion; and Bryan Maineach, son of

Donogh, son of Hugh Maguire, was slain by

them.

The sons ofthe same Philip made another attack

on the sons of the forementioned Hugh, in pur-

suit of Owen, son of Hugh Maguire ; and they

slew Flaherty, his son, on that expedition.

Torlogh, son of Cathal Oge, son of Manus
Maguire, died.

Teige of the Dark Eyes, son of Magrath Ma-
guire, was killed by the sons of Hugh Maguue.

Margaret, daughter of Philip, son of the Giolla

Duv Maguire, the wife of Mac Gillfinnen, i. e.

Teige, son of Bryan, died.

The son of Savadge, i. e. Young Patrick, was

taken prisoner by the family of White (both in the

county of Down) ; and Patrick White assumed the

lordship of Lecale by the aid of O'Neill, that is

Henrj', and of Mac Quillan ; and they expelled all

the Savadges from the territory.

O'Gara, i.e. Owen, son of Tomaltach Oge, son

of Tomaltach More, lord of Coolavin (in Sligo),

died between the two Lady Days in harvest, and

his lawful son, Owen, died shortly afterwards of a

sudden sickness ; and Dermod, his other son, suc-

ceeded his father in the lordship.

Teige, son of Manus, son of John Mac Branan,

lord of Corcachlan (in Roscommon), was treache-

rously slain by his own brother and his brother's

sons, a week after the festival of St. Michael ; and

was succeeded by two chiefs, namely, Donal, son

of Cormac, by whom he had been slain ; and Wil-

liam, son of Hugh, who was the grandson of Hugh.

O'Flynn, lord of Siol Maolruain (in Roscom-

mon), and his brother, were slain by Malachy

O'Flynn, who afterwards assumed the chieftaincy.

Mac Dougall (of Antrim), i. e. Owen, son of

Owen, was treacherously killed in his own house,

by the sons of Mac Dougall.

Hugh, son of Anthony O'Hanley, and Teige,

son of Murtogh, the grandson of Tomaltach

O'Hanley, died, and Teige, son of Bryan, son of

Tomaltach, assumed the chieftaincy.

Owen, son of Hugh Buighe Mac Geoghegan,

tanist of Kinel Fiacha (in Westmeath), was killed

by the Clan Colman (O'Melaghlins ofWestmeath).

Richard, son of Thomas Burke, ha\ing resigned

his lordship, Richard, son of Edmond Burke, was

appointed his successor.

O'Donnell, i. e., Hugh Roe, along with the

chiefs of Tirconnell, and all those of North Con-
naught, marched with a very great force, and did

not halt until they amved at the place of Mac
William Burke, namely, Rickard, son of Edmond,
who came with submission to O'Donnell ; the

resolution that those chiefs came to was, to march
against Mac William of Clanrickard, namely,

Ulick, son of Ulick of the Wine, to be revenged

on him for his evil deeds, and for the victory jjre-

viously gained at Crois-Moighe-Croind, by Mac
William of Clanrickard, against Mac William

Burke ; and having agreed to that resolution, they

proceeded into Clanrickard, where they first plun-

dered and burned Machaire Riavach, and encamp-

ed for a night in the town of Clar, viz., the town

of Mac William (in Galway), which they after-

wards burned ; and they continued for some time

spoiling and plundering the comitry in every

direction.

Mac WiUiam, i. e., Ulick, mustered all his forces,

and invited the sons of O'Brien (of Thomond), to

his aid, namely, the Giolla Duv, son of Teige, and

Murtogh Garv, son of Teige, who brought to -his

assistance a great force of the chiefs of the Dalcas-

sians. Mac AVilliam, with all those forces and his

own, overtook O'Donnell, when departing from

the country ; the cavalry of Mac William, and of

the O'Briens, made their first charge on the rear

of O'Donnell's forces, at Ballinduft", but were cou-

rageously encountered by O'Donnell's cavahy,

commanded by Eigneachan, son of Naghtan

O'Donnell, who had charge of the rear of O'Don-

nell's forces, and who finally defeated the cavahy

of Mac William, and of the O'Briens ; and in this

encounter Donal, son of O'Conor of Corcomroe

(in Clare), with many others who are not recorded,

were slain. Mac William and the O'Briens, hav-

ing again collected their forces, and ha\'ing mar-

shalled them in regular array and order, they with

one accord pursued O'Donnell's troops ; but this

proved of no advantage to them, for O'Donnell's

men having turned on their cavalry at the river

caUed Glanoge, they defeated them a second time

;

they there lost many men and horses, and much
property, and the rest of them fled in a confused

retreat ; and this was called the battle of Glanoge.

I o 'Z
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A. D. 1470.

Philip, son of Thomas, son of Phihp, son of

Hugh Roe Maguire, heir to the lordship of Fer-

managh, the most distinguished chief's son for

charity and humanity, and the best warrior in his

time ; and O' Flanagan, chief of Tura (in Ferma-

nagh), i. e., Cormac, son of Gillaisa, died.

O'Neill, i. e., Henry, son of Owen, marched

with a great force into Claneboy (in Down and

Antrim), to aid Mac (iuillan in the Duv Thrian

(the Black District), the son of O'Neill Buighe,

and the forces of Claneboy, having gone to plunder

Mac Quillan, were overtaken by O'Neill and Mac
Quillan, and a battle ensued, in which the Clane-

boy were defeated; Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh
Buighe (O'Neill), Mac Sweeney of the AVood, and

John Roe Mac Sweeney, were taken prisoners

;

Art, the son of Donal Caol O'Neill, was made

prisoner, and the castle of Sgathdeirge (Scatrick

island, in Strangford lake, on which there is a

castle), was taken by O'Neill on that expedition,

and given in charge to Mac Quillan, to guard it.

Bryan, son of Teige Mac Donogh, lord of Ath-

Clrath ofCorran (Ballymote in Sligo), was Idlled by

Teige, son of Bryan Mac Donogh, who deprived

him of his castle and slew many of his people ; and

he also slew the son of Mac Donogh of the east in

a skirmish on the same day.

Roderick Bacach, son of O'Neill, was killed by

the sons of Art O'Neill, and the tribe of Henry

Aimhreidh (O'Neill) ; Henry and Bnan, sons of

Art O'Neill, i. e., the O'Neill, and four of the

tribe of Henry, were slain by Con, son of O'Neill,

on the same day, in revenge of him (Roderick

A.D. 1470.

1 . Cdislean-na-hOghmaiijhe, that is, the castle of Oniagli, in the

county of Tyrone ; Omagh, which is the name of a town and barony

in Tyrone, is derived from the Irish Ogh, which signifies fair or

beautiful, and M'ngh, a plain.

•2. Leabhar Getirr and Lenbhnr-na-Huidhre. The Leabhar

Gearr, or Short Book, was an Irish MS. of some note, but now
lost ; the Leabhar-na-Huidhre, still extant, is an ancient Irish

WS. written on vellum, transcribed from an old record in the ele-

venth century by Haolmuire, a learned scribe of the abbey of

Clonmacnois. It is considered a very valuable work, and contains,

amongst other interesting matters on Irish history and antiquities,

a very curious account of the cemeteries and sepnlchres of the

Pagan kings of Ireland.

3. Cruaclmn O'Ciiprain, now the hill of Croaghan near Kil-

leshandra, in the county of Cavan. Bell-atha-Conaill, where
O'Reilly collected his forces, is now called Ballyconnell, which got

its name from the circumstance of the celebrated t'onall Ceaniach,

or Conal the Victorious, who was chief of the Red Branch Knights

of Ulster, about the commencement of the Christian era, having

Bacach). O'Neill and his sons attacked the castle

ofthe sons of Art, i. e., Caislean-nahOghmhaighe.'

Owen O'Donnell, and the sons of Naghtan,

went and leagued themselves with the sons of

Art, against O'Neill.

John, son of Donal Ballach Maguire, was killed

by Roderick, son of Bryan, son of Philip Maguire.

Donal and Donogh, sons of Owen, son of

O'Conor Roe, were killed by Roderick, son of

O'Conor Don, who also took prisoners, Con, son

of Teige O'Conor, and Cathal, son of Felim Fionn.

Conla, the son of Hugh Buighe Mac Geoghe-

gan, chief of Kinel Fiacha, was slain at Achadh

Buidhe, at the house of St. Bridget, of the town of

Ath-an-urchair (Ardnorcher, in Westmeath), by

the son of Art, the son of Con O'Melaghlin, and

the Clan Colman, in revenge of the death of his

father Art, who had been formerly slain by Mac
Geoghegan.

The castle of Sligo was taken by O'Donnell,

from Donal, the son ofOwen O'Conor, after besieg-

ing it for a considerable time, and O'Donnell re-

ceived his own terms of payment on that occasion,

besides submission and tribute-tax from North

Connaught ; it was on this expedition he received

the Leabhar Gearr' and Leabhar-na-Huidhri ; also

the chairs of Donal Oge, which had been carried

westward in the time of John, son of Conor, son

of Hugh, son of Donal Oge O'Donnell.

O'Donnell and O'Rourke marched with their

forces to Cruachain O'Cuprain' to inaugurate

O'Rourke ; O'Reilly, with the English and the

people of TuUaghonoho proceeded to oppose them

to Bel-atha-Conaill, and Edmond, the son of Hugh

been slain there by the men of Brefney, who defeated his forces on

his return from iiis expedition to Cruachan, the seat of the kings of

Connaught, near Elpliin, and after having plundered the palace of

Cruachan, and killed Oilioll, king of Connaught, and while return-

ing with his spoils, he was killed in a battle fought with the men of

Brefney at the ford on the river at Ballyconnell, which was from

that circumstance called Beal-atha-Conaill, signifying the Jlouth

of Conall's Ford ; and it is supposed that he was buried on the hill

now called Carn Hill, in the adjoining parish of Ivildallon, and the

great heap of stones or earn there, erected over him as a sepulchre,

it appears that O'Reilly's forces, joined by the people ofTuUagho-
noho, that is, the tribe of the MacTiarnans, or Mac Kernans, pos-

sessors of that barony, opposed the inauguration of O'Rourke, as

prince of Brefney at Croaghan, not recognizing his right to that

territory. The son of the bishop O'Galiaeher, who was slain in

this engagement on the side of O'Donnell, was, it appears, the son

of Laurence O'Gallagher, bishop of Raphoe, who, according to

Ware's Bishops by Harris, was punished for his incontmence, in

A.D. 1469, before John Bole, archbishop of Armagh.
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O'Reilly, and the son of the bishop O'Gallagher,

were slain on either side, and many men and horses

were wounded ; O'Donnell and his forces were

obliged to return, and prevented from proceeding

to Cruachan on that occasion.

The Saxon lord justice, "* the remnant of the

curse of the men of Ireland, by whom Thomas the

earl had been beheaded, was quartered by com-

mand of the earl of Warwick and the duke of

Clarence ; and it was in revenge of the death of

Thomas that he was treated so ignominiously, and

the earl of Kildare was then appointed lordjustice.

Felim Fionn O'Conor made peace with the tribe

of O'Conor Roe, and with all others in general.

A Franciscan monastery^ was founded at Lis-

laichtnin^ in Munster, in the diocese of Ardfert, by

O'Conor Kerry, who had selected it for himself.

A. D. 1471.

A monastery was founded by the Franciscan

friars at Gallbaile Eatharlach,' in the diocese of

Emly, in Munster, and it was plundered the year

following.

O'Conor of Corcomroe, namely, Conor, the son

of Bryan Oge, was slain at Leithinsi (Lahinch, in

the parish of Kilmanaheen, county of Clare), by

the sons of his own brother, Donogh O'Conor.

Teige, the son of O'Conor Faily, i. e., Calvach,

and of Margaret O'Carroll the hospitable, the con-

queror of both Englishand Irish, died ofthe plague.

Teige Mac Dermott Roe, lord of Coillte Con-

chubhair (the woods of Conor, in Roscommon),

died.

Hugh, son of Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor,

was slain by the forces of Richard Burke, who
marched to his place at the instance of Roderick,

the son of Bryan O'Conor.

Donal, son of Cormac, son of Manus Mac Bran-

nan, was treacherously slain at Lis O'Dubhthaidh

(in Roscommon), in opposition to the securities of

the lords and chiefs of Siol Murray, by Con, the

4. The Saxon Lord Justice was John Tiptoft, earl of Worces-
ter, who had been lord deputy of Ireland, as mentioned in the note

at p. •n'i. and who was beheaded after his return to England for

his adherence to king Edward IV. a'^jainst Henry VI., and also for

his having put to death at Drogheda, as before stated, Thomas
Fitzgerald, earl of Desmond, who is mentioned above as Thomas
the earl.

5. Lios Laichtnin, now Lislaghtin, near the Shannon, in the

county of Kerry, where this monastery was founded, either hy

Conor O'Conor or John O'Conor, prhices of Kerry, for Observan-

son of Teige Mac Branan, after he had previ-

ously made his submission to him ; and Edmond,
the son of Bryan, son of Manus, was slain along

with him.

Dermod, son of Murtogh, son of Hugh O'Co-
nor, was killed by Felim, the son of O'Conor Don.

Hugh, son of Torlogh, son of Roderick Mucail

O'Conor, was treacherously slain by the tribe of

Owen, the son of Roderick.

Bryan, the son of Felim O'Reilly, made a hos-

tile incursion into the coimti'y of Clankee (in the

coimty of Cavan), to attack Fergal, the son of John
O'Reilly, and sent the prey on before them ; Fergal

however overtook them, and a skirmish ensued,

in which Cathal, son of Irial, the son of Fehm
O'Reilly, was slain, and.Fergal was taken prisoner

by the other party.

O'Donnell and the sons of Owen O'Conor com-
mitted immense depredations on the cattle of Car-

bury, and on the Mac Donoghs, south of Sligo.

Mac William Burke marched with a great force

into North Connaught, to aid Roderick, the son

of Bryan O'Conor, and he attacked the castle of

Sligo ; the sons of Owen O'Conor were at that

time along with O'Donnell, and Donal, the son of

Owen, entered the castle, but Mac AVilliam

demolished the gate tower, after which they made

peace.

The son of Thomas, the earl (of Desmond), was

created earl, and was taken prisoner by the Mac
Carthys.

Showers of hailstones fell in the month of May,

accompanied with lightning and thunder, which

destroyed the blossoms and fruit, and each stone

measured from two to three inches, and they

inflicted great wounds and sores on those who

were struck by them.

O'Donnell marched with his forces into North

Connaught, and laid waste by fire and sword that

portion ofTireragh which belonged to Cosnamhach

O'Dowd.

tine Franciscans, and of which some ruins still remain ; the place

derived its name from Lachtin, a saint of the seventh century, to

whom the church was dedicated.

A. D. 1471.

1. GaUlihaile Entharhich, that is, Galbally of Aherlow, now

the parish of Galbally near the great glen of .\herlow, and the Gal-

tee mountains, in IJmerick, on the borders of Tipperary, where this

monastery was endowed by the O'Briens of Thomond, and where

extensive ruins of ancient churches still remain.
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The sons of O'Conor Faily carried off a prey

from the Kinel Fiacha (in Westmeath), and slew

Anthony, the son of Mac Geoghegan, together

with the son of Niall, son of the Sionach (Fox, of

Westmeath), and many others.

The castle of Omagh (in Tyrone), was taken by

O'Neill, i. e. Henry, the son of Owen ; and the

manner in which it was taken was as follows :—

a

conflict having taken place between the sons of

O'Neill and the sons of Art (O'Neill), in the

beginning of winter, the sons ofArt were defeated,

and two of them, with many others, were slain, as

we have before stated. O'Neill and his sons, hav-

ing besieged the town, Sile, daughter of O'Don-
nell, i. e. of Niall Garv, the wife of Niall, the son

of Art O'Neill, was in the.castle with many others,

and Niall himself and his kinsmen had gone to

join O'Donnell, and the Connallians ; O'Neill re-

mained before the town from the beginning of

haiTest to the end of spring, when at length the

sons of Art came to O'Neill and delivered up the

castle to him, which he gave to his own son Con,

and after that he returned home.

The entire of Trian Congail (Upper and Lower
Claneboy, in the counties of Down and Antrim),

was taken by Con, the son of Hugh Buighe

(O'Neill), and the chiefs of the territory submitted

to him, namely, the son of O'Neill, Mac Quillan,

and Heniy, the son of Bryan Ballach (O'Neill).

A great contest arose in Offaley, between O'Co-
nor and Teige O'Conor ; Teige having gone to the

English, obtained a force from them, with which

he marched into Offaley, and spoiled the entire

country.

The earl of Kildare (Fitzgerald), and the Eng-
lish of Meath having marched with an army into

Fearnmaigh (Farney, in Monaghan), committed

great depredations on Mac Mahon ; and Mac
Mahon after that mustered the forces of his coun-

try, and committed great plunders, burnings, and
slaughters on the English, in revenge for the plun-

ders they had committed.

Roderick, son of Donogh, the son of Hugh
Maguire, was slain by CoUa, the son of Hugh
Maguire, and his sons, at the house of Magrath, at

2. Tearmon Daheog, signifying; the sanctuary or chureh lands
of DiiheoK, and so called from St. Dalieog, wlio founded a monas-
tery here in the sixth century, on the island in Lough Dearg, whicli
hecame a celebrated place of pilgrimage ; it is situated in the parish

Alt-Ruadhin, in Termon Dabeog ;^ Donogh Oge,
the son of Donogh, the son of Hugh Maguire,

pursued CoUa, and slew him and liis son on

the following day in the same place, through the

miracles of God and St. Dabeog.

O'Neill marched with a force into Tu' Brea-

sail (Clanbrassil, in Armagh), which he burned

;

and the sons of the chiefs of all TirconneU, with

the sons of Art O'Neill, overtook them, and

O'Neill returned home from that expedition.

Maguire, i. e. Thomas Oge, the son of Thomas,

resigned his lordship, after having spent the

greater portion of his life-time in performing acts

of charity, hospitality, and noble deeds; and he con-

ferred the lordship on his sou Edmond, appointed

his second son tanist, and left his third son Rossa,

in the bishopric of Clogher.

Murtogh, the son of Owen O'Neill, died.

Hugh, son of Bryan, son of Philip of the Battle-

axe Maguire, died on the 16th of the Kalends of

March.

A.D. 1472.

Mahon, the son of Torlogh O'Brien, tanist of

Thomond, died.

O'Kane, i.e. Roderick Ainsheascair, was trea-

cherously slain by Mac Quillan, namely, Semus

CincaiTach ; Con, son of Hugh Buighe O'Neill,

mustered his forces, and Geoffrey O'Kane, the bro-

ther of the same Roderick, having proceeded

to the Routes (in Antrim), to take revenge on

Mac Quillan, for the death of Roderick, a battle

ensued, in which Geoffrey O'Kane, a man full of

charity, hospitality, and nobleness, was slain by

Roderick Mac Quillan, with the cast ofa dart. On
the following day Con (O'Neill) made an attack on

the people of the Routes, gave them a complete

overthrow, and slew Mac Quillan himself, namely

Cormac, after which Roderick was nominated the

Mac Quillan, who made peace with Con, the son

of Hugh Buighe, and both agreed to hold a con-

ference with the O'Kanes; Mac Quillan having

entered a small boat at the mouth of the Bann, to

appear before O'Kane, a party of O'Kane's people

of Tcmplecarne, which is in the diocese of Clogher, partly in the

county of Fennana;_;h, and partly in Donegal, and the ancient

church-lands were called Termon Magrath, from being possessed by
the clan of the Magraths, as erenaehs of those lands.
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met him on his an-ival at the landing place, and

they slew and drowned him in the Bann.

Donogh, the son of Thomas Oge Mac Guire,

was taken prisoner by his own brother Edmond, i.e.

the Maguire, at his own to\vii, and he exacted a

great ransom for his release.

Mac Sweeny of Fanad, i. e., Mulmurry, and Do-

nal, the son of Felim O'Dogherty, were slain in

the battle ofTappadan (Tappaghan in Tyrone), by

the sons of Naghtan O'Donnell, and O'Neill ; his

son, Roderick Mac Sweeny, succeeded him.

Bryan, son of Felim, son of Dunn, son of Cu-

chonacht Maguire, was slain by the sons of Shane

BuigheMacMahon,and the Mac Donnells of Clan-

kelly (in Fermanagh).

O'Driscoll More, i. e., Fingin, the son of Mac
Con, son of Mac Con, son of Fingin, son ofDonogh

Gud, died at his own house, after ha\dng performed

the pilgrimage of St. James (at Compostella in

Spain), and his sonTeige died penitently a month

after his father's death, after having performed the

same pilgrimage.

The sons of Mac Rannall, namely, Conor and

Malachy, the two most distinguished chiefs' sons

in Connaught for hospitality and nobleness in their

time, were slain by the tribe of Malachy Mac Ran-

nall, on the same day, three weeks before Christ-

mas, after they had slain the son of Conmac, son of

Soinin, and ha\dng put the entire country, as far as

SUeve Cairpre (in Sligo), under their subjection,

and gained victory in every contest until that day.

Eochy, the son of Conor Mac Dermott, died on

the Friday before the festival of St. Bearraigh.

Murtogh, son of Tomaltach, son of Ivar O'Han-

ley, died.

Dermod, son ofJohn, son of Malachy O'Ferrall,

was slain by the sons of John, the son of Donal

O'Ferrall.

Tomaltach, son of Conor Mac Dermott, was kil-

led by the sons of Dermod, son of Roderick Mac
Dermott, on Passion Sunday, at Bel-atha-Caisil-

Bracain.

Wilham, son of Teige Caoch, the son of William

O' Kelly, was killed by the son of Teige, the son

of Donogh O'Kelly.

O'Kelly made a great attack on Muine Liath

(Monilea in Westmeath), but he was overtaken by

the EngUsh of Westmeath, namely, the Tuites,

Petits, Tyrrells, Darcys, and D'Altons ; O'Kelly

was defeated, Donogh O'Kelly with many others

were made prisoners, and a number of their foot

soldiers and kerns were slain.

An extraordinary animal (a camel or dromedary),

was sent by the king of England to Ireland, of a

form resembhng a mare, of a yellow colour, having

the hoofs of a cow, a long neck, a very large head,

an ugly trailing tail, scarce of hair, having a sad-

dle of its own (the hump) ; wheat and salt were its

food, and it would draw a sliding car with the great-

est burden by the tail, and go on its knees when

entering a door, and in taking a rider on its back.

The young earl of Desmond was set at liberty

by the Mac Carthys, and Gerald, the son of the

earl, was expelled by him.

Maine Sionach (Fox), lord of Muinter Tadhgain

(in Westmeath), was killed, and Teige, the son of

Maine, succeeded in his place.

Ualgarg, the son of Cathal Ballach O'Rourke,

was slain by the people of Owen, the son of

Loghlin O'Rourke.

Mac William Burke marched with an army into

Hy Maine, to aid Teige Caoch O'Kelly, and after

gaining power over the Hy Manians, from the Suck

westward, and taking hostages from them, great

punishment was executed against them ultimately,

for sis-and-twenty soldiers, along with the grand-

son of Walter Burke, the sons of Mac Maurice, the

sons of Mac Jordan, the son of Mac Auveely, and

others, having fled from the forces, were taken, and

aU put to death by the Hy Manians, except alone

Mac Jordan, who made his escape, though wound-

ed, through his valour; Mac Willian returned

home in sorrow.

Giolla Glas, son of O'Higgin, died in the

harvest of this year.

A.D. 1473.

Donogh, son of Hugh, son of Philip Maguire,

died at his own house, after having gained the

victory over the world and the devil.

Ai-t, the son of Donal Ballach Maguire, died,

after the victory ofextreme unction and repentance.

Cathal Riavach, the son ofDun Cathanach, son

of Manus Maguire, and Roderick, the son of Ait

O'NeiU, died.

Thomas, son of Maguire, i. e. Edmond, the son

of Thomas, was treacherously slain by the sons of

Cathal Maguire.
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Ranal, son of Geoffrey Mac Rannall, heir to the

chieftancy of Conmaicne (in Leitrim) died.

Murtogh, son of O'Conor Faily, was killed.

Edward (Nugent), the son of the baron of Del-

vin, was put to death in Dublin for his misdeeds.

Mac William Burke, i. e. Richard, died, having

resigned his lordship sometime previously for the

love of God.

Thomas Bermingham, lord of Atheni-y and of

Conmaicne of Dunmore (in Galway), died, after

having spent a good long life, and his son Thomas

Oge succeeded him ; but the son of Richard Ber-

mingham was nominated in opposition to him.

Roderick, son of Hugh, son of Torlogh Oge
O'Conor, king presumptive of Connaught, was

slain by William, the son of Edmond Mac William

(Burke), at Cill Bruigh of the town of Torlogh (in

county of Mayo).

Edmond, son of Matthew, son of Cuchonacht

O'Ferrall, died.

William Mac Rannall, the joint-chief of Muintir

Eoluis, died.

Felim Mac Coghlan, heir to the lordship of

Delvin, (in King's county), died.

Mulrooua, the son of Fergal Mac Dermott,

died.

Mulroona, son of Cathal, son of Tomaltach Mac
Dermott, was killed by Cormac, the son of Rode-

rick Mac Dermott, at Bealach-na-Hurbron.

Donogh, son of Fergal, son of Owen, son of

Tiarnan More O'Rom-ke, was killed by his own
kindred.

Conor, son of Dermod O'Conor Faily, died.

Edmond, son of Donal Buighe O'Ferrall, died.

A great commotion broke out in Muintir Eoluis

(in Leitrim), and much destruction was committed

both by burning and slaying ; Mac Rannall made

an attack on the town of Mac Seanlaoich (Mac

Shanley), which he burned, and slew Donogh, son

of Donogh Mac Shanley, with several others ; the

clan of Malachy having collected together on the

Tulach, which they burned along with the town,

were overtaken by Mac Rannall, Roderick Mac
Donogh, the sons of Cormac Ballach, the son of

Mac Donogh, Walter Mac Dougall (Mac Dowell),

and Donogh the son of Torlogh Mac Dougall, and

an engagement ensued between both parties at

Doire Bally-na-Cairge (probably Carrigallen in

Leitrim) in which the Clan of Malachy were

defeated, and the following, namely, Fergal,

son of Murrogh Mac Rannall, a worthy lord of

Conmaicne, Dermod, son of William Mac Ran-

nall, Cathal, son of Anthony, son of Murrogh,

Bryan, son of Dermod Mac Rannall, Biyan Mac
Shanley, Richard Mac Searaidh (Foley), together

with many others, were slain.

O'Donnell marched with a force into North
Connaught (in Sligo), and exacted tribute from

O'Conor himself.

The son of Mac Donnell of Scotland, namely,

Giollaeaspuic Mac Donnell, the son of John of

He (Islay in the Hebrides), died.

O'Dwyer (of Ormond), i. e., Thomas, son of

Conor, son of Thomas, was slain by the O'Ken-
nedys.

O'Higgin, i. e., Gillananeev, the son of Roderick

More, died.

Bryan, son of Robert Mac Egan, chief profes-

sor to O'Conor Don and to O'Hanley, died.

The town of Galway was burned on the second

day of the month of June, being on a Friday, and
much was destroyed there.

O'Ferrall, i. e. Irial, was blinded.

A.D. 1474.

The monastery ofDonegal was founded by Hugh
Roe, i.e., the O'Donnell, the son of Niall Garv, and
his wife, Fiongualla, the daughter of O'Brien (of

Thomond), namely, Conor-na-Srona, and was by
them dedicated to God, and the friars of St. Fran-

cis, for the benefit of their souls, and for the pur-

pose of forming a burying-place for themselves and
their posterity ; and that was not the only benefit

they conferred on them (the Franciscans), but they

gave them many other grants besides.

Nicholas (Nicholas Weston), the bishop of

Derry, died.

O'Conor Faily, i.e. Con, the son of Calvach,

died in the harvest, and his son Cahir was appoint-

ed his successor.

Mac Geoghegan, i. e. Peregrine, the son of

Niall, lord of Kinel Fiacha, was killed by Hugh
the son of Fergal Mac Geoghegan, and O'Conor
Faily spoiled the country, demolished the castle of

Ballynee (in Westmeath), and expelled the race of

Fergal Roe.

Mac Mahon, i. e., Roderick Oge, died after
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ha\ing gained the victory over the devil and the

world.

Don Roe, the son of Cuchonacht Maguire, was

killed bv the son of Richard Mac Cag-hwell.

Flaherty, son of Thomas Oge Maguire, died at

his own house, after the victory of repentance.

Fergal, son of John O'Reilly, died.

O'Donnell committed great depredations on

O'Neill's people, viz., on Hugh Ballach, the son

of Donal.

A great contest arose between O'Neill, O'Don-
nell, and the O'Neills of Claneboy; O'Neill march-

ed with his forces into Tirconnell, burned Tir

Hugh, and returned home safe. O'Neill made an

attack on the son of Hugh Buighe, and on the

sons of Art O'Neill, in the north, and di'ove before

him a great prey; the entire of the people of

Trian Congaile overtook him, but O'Neill can-ied

off the prey, and retm'ned safe to his home.

A day was appointed for holding a conference

by O'Conor Don, i. e., Felim, the son of Torlogh,

and by O' Kelly, and having met at that confer-

ence, they disputed, and a battle ensued, in which

O'Conor was defeated, he himself wounded, his son

Owen Caoch taken prisoner, together with Torlogh

Caoch Mac Sweeney ; and Owen Caoch Mac
Sweeney, and the son of Duvgall Gruama Mac
Sweeney, were slain ; the constable of Mac Do-
nogh was taken prisoner, and all the galloglasses

were either slain or taken prisoners ; O'Conor
afterwards died of his wounds, and two lords were

nominated his successors, namely, Donogh Dubh-
shuileach (the Dark-Eyed), and Teige, the son of

Owen O'Conor.

The son of O' Brien, i. e., Teige, the son of Co-

nor, and Dermod, the son of the bishop O'Brien (of

Killaloe), having encountered each other, on ac-

count of a dispute they had about land, Teige

endeavoured to make Dermod prisoner, but Der-

mod gave Teige a stroke of his sword on the crown

of the head, and let out his brains ; but Teige's

people having taken him prisoner, spared his life
;

Teige died on the spot, and Dermod was after-

wards hanged by O'Brien for having killed his son.

The Gilla Duv O'Hara, i. e., the son of O'Hara,

was killed by his brother Owen.

Teige O'Brien, lord of Arra (in Tipperary), died.

Laighneach, the son of Niall Mac Geoghegan,

died.

Malachy, son ofHugh Mac Branan,and Edward
Plunket, the best Englishman of the English of

Meath, died.

Donogh, son of Murtogh, son of Hugh O'Co-
nor, the last of the race of the Clan Murtogh Mui-
nach (O'Conors), died at Tobar Oilbhe, in Moy Ai

(in Roscommon).

John, son of Malachy O'Ferrall, and Dermod
Gall, the son of Mac Dermott Gall, died.

Dermod, son of Conor, son of Geoffrey (O'Fla-

nagan), chiefofClan Cathail (in Roscommon), died

on the Friday before the festival of St. Michael.

Carbi-y, son of Hugh, son of Roderick, son of

Brv'an Ballach, was killed by the tribe of Teige

O'Conor.

Giollafionn Mac Egan, the chief professor (Bre-

hon), to O'Conor Faily, and Thomas, the son of

Donal O'Coffey, died.

O'Daly of Meath, i. e., Carbry, died.

John O'Ferrall assumed the chieftaincy of An-
naly, conjointly with his brother, who was bhnd.

A.D. 1475.

Donogh, the son of Hugh Mac Sweeney, prior

of Derry, died.

Hugh, son of Owen, son of Niall Oge O'Neill,

a man full of hospitality, generosity, nobleness,

and good actions, the prince presumptive ofTyrone,

died at his own house, after the victory of extreme

unction and repentance.

Hugh, son of Naghtan O'Donnell, was drowned

in a boat, at the mouth of the Bann.

Conor, son of Bryan Mac Donogh, died in the

month of January.

Donal, son of John O'Ferrall, was killed by the

sons of Cathal, the son of AVilliam O'Ferrall, and

they themselves were expelled among the English.

Murrogh, the son of Owen O'Madden, lord of

Siol Anmcha (in Galway),and Dermod, the son of

Bryan O'Beirne, died.

John 0'Ferrall,chiefof Annaly, died at Granard,

after having given his inaugiuation banquet before

he received any of its benefit, and was buried in

the monastery of Abbeylaragh.

Roderick, son of Rossa, son of Murtogh Midh-

cach, the son of Bryan O'Ferrall, died, near the

time he was about assuming the chieftaincy of

2 p
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Annaly, and Roderick, son of Cathal, the son of

Thomas, was nominated chief, in opposition to the

tribe of John, the son of Donal O'FerralL

Sionach (Fox) the chief of Muinter Tadhgain

(in Westmeath), was killed by Murrogh, the son of

Art O'Melaghlin.

Edmond, the son of Malachy O'Hanley, a wor-

thy chief of the three districts (in Roscommon),

died, four days after the festival of St. Michael,

being on a Thursday.

A great contention arose between Mac Mahon,

i. e. Redmond, the son of Roderick, and the sons

of Hugh Roe Mac Mahon ; the sons of Hugh Roe

forcibly entered into Farney (in Monaghan), and

an English force marched to meet and assist them.

Mac Mahon entered Eoganaidh, from whence he

proceeded into Farney, at which time the sons of

Hugh put then)selves under the protection of the

English ; and Mac Mahon, with his forces, made
an attack upon the English; the sons of Hugh Roe,

and the English of the plain of Oriel (in Louth),

overtook and defeated him, and took himself, and

Bryan, the son of Roderick Mac Mahon, prisoners,

and many others of his people were either slain or

taken prisoners on that occasion.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, the son of NiaU

Garv, made a circuitous march with his forces, and

was accompanied by Maguire, O'Rourke, and the

chiefs of North Connaught ; they first proceeded

to Beal-atha-Conaill (Ballyconnell, in county Ca-

van), to confer with Bryan, the son of Felim

O'Reilly, who was a friend and ally to O'Donnell,

and to make peace between O'Reilly and O'Rourke

;

O'Reilly came to O'Donnell at Ballyconnell, and

O'Donnell concluded a peace between him and

O'Rourke, and also for Bryan, the son of Felim;

and Philip O'Reilly was delivered into the hands of

O'Donnell as a security for loyalty to him, and for

the fulfilment of their compact, together with his,

(O'Donnell's) own demand; after that he (O'Don-

nell) proceeded to Feanagh ofMoyrein (inLeitrim),

where Mac Rannall waited on him, and from

thence he marched into Annaly to aid the sons of

Irial O'Ferrall, who were his friends, and he spoiled

and burned the entire of Annaly, except that por-

tion of it which belonged to the sons of Irial, whom
he left in sway and power ; he afterwards marched
into Westmeath, burned the towns of Castle Del-

vin, and the surrounding countr}', and encamped

for a night in Cuircne of Meath (Kilkenny West,

in Westmeath) ; the Dillons and D'Altons came

and submitted to him, and made peace with him

;

from that he proceeded into Oftaley (King's coun-

ty), at the request of O'Conor Faily, i. e. Cahir,

son of Con, son of the Calvach, who was a kinsman

of his, to take revenge for the death of his father,

NiaU Garv, on the English, and he remained for

soine time in Offaley, preying and plundering

Meath in all directions ; he demolished and burned

Castle Carbuiy (in Kildare), and the town ofMy-
ler (Bermingham), and he also burned and plun-

dered Tir Briuin and Fir-Tulach (Fertullagh in

Westmeath), and received presents from the people

of MuUingar, for sparing their town from plunder
;

after having spoiled the country in every direc-

tion, he afterwards marched to Coilte-an-Ruba (the

W^oods of Ruba), at the invitation of Colman

O'Melaghlin, and commenced plundering Clan

Coleman (in Westmeath), viz., the estate ofO'Me-
laghlin ; he burned the castle of Moy Tamhnach,

and the castle of Moy HeiUe, and on that expe-

dition O'Donnell gained the battle of Garbh Eis-

greach against O'Melaghlin, with all his forces,

and this was also called the Battle of Bealagh-na-

gcorgad (Bally Corkcy, near MuUingar), from the

snares made of withes, which the people of that

country used to cast about the necks of some of the

soldiers, which they etfected by the narrowness of

that pass. On the same day O'Donnell gained the

battle of Bally-Lough-Luath (Ballyloughloe, in

Westmeath), in which the son ofMac Awley, with

many others, fell ; O'DonneU after this remained

encamped for the night at that place, and on the

next day he marched with his forces to the Shan-

non. The party of the O'Kellys who accompanied

O'Donnell's forces collected all the boats they could

find in the neighbourhood, by which O'Donnell

and his men crossed the Shannon into Hy Maine,

where he remained until his forces rested and re-

cruited after their long campaign ; after that he

proceeded into Clanrickard (in Galway), Con-

maicne Cuile, and into Clan Costello (both in

]\Iayo), and returned through the plain of Con-

naught to his own country, after having received his

tribute, and gaining victory and sway in every

place through which he marched.

Hugh, son of Owen, son of Cathal O'Conor;

WiUiam, son of Teige O'KeUy ; Hoberd, son of
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Roderick, son of Rossa O'Ferrall ; and the bai'on

ofDelvin, died.

The two sons of Art O'Melaghhn were killed by

Colman, the son of Art O'Melaghlin.

Caislean-an-Chalaidh (or the castle of the Port),

was taken by Mac William of Clanrickard, and

was given by him to the son of Malachy O'Kelly,

his own daughter's son.

Cormac O'Curneen (of Leitrim), chief professor

of Ireland in literature, died.

Gillananeev, the son ofMalachy O'lliggin, died.

Felim, the grandson of O'Neill, and the son of

Savadge (of the county of Down), were taken pri-

soners by Con, the son of Hugh Buighe (O'Neill),

but the son of Savadge made his escape from him

afterwards.

A.D. 1476.

The bishop IMac Gauran (bishop of Ardagh),

died and was succceeded by John the son of Bryan.

Geoffiey, the son of Siacus, prior of the monas-

tery of Deirg, died.

Anthony, grandson of Cathal O'Connor, the

light of Ireland in wisdom, and head master in the

arts, died.

Maguire, i e. Teige, son of Edmond, son of Tho-

mas, was treacherously kiUed by his brother Ro-

derick.

Donagh, son of Thomas, son of Thomas, son of

Philip Maguire, heir to the lordship ofFermanagh,

a man distinguished for his benevolence, hospitality

and nobleness, died after the victory of repentance.

Tuathal, the son of O'Neill, was killed by the

English of the plain of Oriel.

Teige Oge, son of Teige, son of Tiarnan

O'Rourke, tanist of Brefney, died.

Hugh, the son of O'Kelly, i. e. William, was

killed by his own brother Teige, at Athlone.

O'Hara Riavach of the West, i. e. William, died.

Teige, son of Owen, the son of Roderick O'Co-

nor, was treacherously slain by three of his own
people, namely, the son of Roderick Roe, son of

Owen, son of Cathal, and Cahir, the son of Mac-

anabadh O'Conor, and the son of Donogh O'Teige,

and they took the castle of Roscommon, but it

was immediately after retaken from them.

A.D. 1476.

1. Raith Riabhach, no-w Rathreagh,a parish in Longford, ad-

Edina, daughter of Donal, son of Murtogh, the

wife of O'Conor Don, died.

Dear\'orgail, daughter of Felim Fionn O'Conor,

the wife of O'Conor Don, died.

Bryan, son of Fergal Roe O'Higgin, the chief of

his own tribe, and chief professor of the schools of

Ireland and Scotland in poetry, died on Maunday
Thursday, and was buried atAthleathan (in Mayo).

Donal Riavach, the son of Gerald Cavanagh,

lord of Leinster, died.

O'Neill made an attack on Oriel, and the sons

ofMacMahon, i.e. the sons ofRedmond and Bryan,

the son of Roderick, and all the Orgiallians from

Eoghanach inwards, fled westward into Machaire

Tulcha ; O'Neill carried oft' preys and booty from

the same plain, and from the borders of Brefney,

and returned with victory and triumph.

O'Neill marched with a great force against the

son of Hugh Buighe O'Neill, attacked the castle

of Bealfeirste (Belfast), which he took and demo-

lished, and afterwards returned home.

John, son of O'Hanlon, was killed by his brother.

Mac WilHam Burke marched with a great force

into the lower part of Connaught, and O'Donnell

marched with another force to oppose him; O'Don-
nell proceeded as far as Cuil Cnamha, and Mac
William as far as Coillte Luighne (near Ballysa-

dare) ; Mac Dermott came to the aid of Mac Wil-

liam and Mac Donogh to assist O'Donnell; O'Don-

nell marched across Fearsaid-na-Fionntragha (the

ford of the white strand near Ballysadare),

and lost some of his horses and people going into

Carbury ; IMac WiUiam pursued him across, and

both parties remained for some time in view of each

other, until at last they made peace, and divided

North Connaught into two portions between them,

viz. O'Dowd's countiy, and Lieney, and the half of

Carbury was allotted to MacWilham, and the other

half to O'Donnell.

A great ai-my of the English of Meath marched

into Magh Breaghmaine (Brawney in Westmeath),

and they demohshed Rath Riabhach,' plundered

the chief residence, burned the monastery of Sru-

thair, destroyed the crops and corn of the country,

and departed without making peace.

Mac Rannall entered Brawney and destroyed all

joining the river Inney, on the borders of Westmeath. Sruthra,

above-mentioned, is Abbeyshrule in the county of Longford.

^ V ^



292 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1476.

the corn which remained unspoiled by the English

forces.

A great war arose between the English of Meath

and of Leinster, in which the son of John, son of

II. Moy-Liffey and Bregia.-—In this article is continued from

p. 27^, tlif* liistory and topo'^apliy of tlie ancient territories wliich

now form tlie counties of Dublin and Kildare, together with an

account of the kings and principal chiefs of Meath, a subject which

has lieeii partly but not sufficiently explained at p. 6, in the note

on Meath. At p. 266, in the note on Bregia, the printer has

omitlcil three words, which the reader will ])leasc to correct, and

instead of " Breeia was the name ai)plied to the innncnse plain

eomprisinff the present counties of Meath and Dublin," read,
" Bregia was the name a|)plied to the iuiuiense plain comprising

the greater part of tlie present counties of Meath and Dublin."

The monarchs of Inland and Kings of Meath.—Jleath was
for many ages the seat of the Irish monarchy, the chief royal

residence being at Teamhair or Tara, hence called Teamhair-na-

Rioyh, or Tara of the Kings, being the chief seat of the Ard-
Rhjh, that is, the high king or monarch who presided over the

five provincial kings and kingdoms of Meath, Ulster, Connaught,

Leinster and Munster, forming the Irish Pentarchy. It appears

from the old historians, that the Firbolg, Tuath de Danan, and

Milesian lungs resided chiefly at Tara, and the monarchs also had

royal seats at Tailtean, now Teltowu, between Navan and Kells,

near the river B!ackwa(er, and at Tlachtgha, now supposed to be

the Hill of Ward, between Trim and Athhoy, in Meath, and at the

Hill of Uisneach, a few miles from Mullingar, in Westmeath
;

Tlachtaha and Uisneach were likewise two of the chief seats of

Driiidisni in Ireland.

The Pagan Kings—The Irish historians reckon one hundred

and thirty -six Pagan kings, who were supreme monarchs of Ire-

land from the earliest ages to the middle of the liftb century, and

of these kings nine were of the Firbolg race, and nine of the Tuath

de Danan, and the remaining one hundred and eighteen monarchs
were Milesians from Hereuion to Dathi. The Milesian colony

from Spain, of wlioni accounts have been given in various other

notes, having arrived in Ireland about one thousand years before

the Christian era, according to our ancient annalists, conquered

the Dannns in a ureat battle at Tailtean, in Meath, and became
masters of Ireland. The posterity of the three sons of Milesius

were divided into three great branches, namely, the Herenio-

nians or race of Heremon, the Heberians or desceudants of Heber,

and the Irians or |iosterity of Ir.

The Heremonlana became the most powerful race, and ruled as

kings o\er Meatli and Leinster, and many of them also over Ulster,

Connaught, and Munster, and sixty of the Herernimians were
supreme monarchs of Ireland ; all these were of the Heremonians

of Meath and Leinster, with the exception of four, who were of

the Heremonians of Ulster, and three who were of the Clanna
Deagka, or Hereinoiuans of Munster.

Tlie Heberians or race of Heber, chiefly ruled as kings of

Munster, and twenty-inne of them became monarchs of Ireland.

Tlie Irijins, wlio were also called Clanna Ruadhraidhe or Clan-

na Rory, anglicised Rudricians, and were so named from Rudh-
raighe More, or Rory the Great, one of that race who was king of

Ulster, ami monarch of Ireland about one hundred and fifty years

before the Christian era, ruled as kings of Ulster, and twenty-four

of them were monarchs of Ireland, together with one supreme
queen of that race called Macha Mongruaidh, or Macha of the

Red Tresses, so designated from the colour of her hair ; her reign

is placed about four centuries before the Cliristian era, and it is

reniarkable that she was the only supreme queen that ever reigned

in Ireland. The Irians ruled as kings of Ulster for more than a

thousand years but were deprived of the sovereignty of that pro-

vince in the fourth and fifth centuries, by tiie Heremonians of the

race of Clan Colla and Hy Niall, as explained in the notes on

Orgiall and Tir Eogain.

The Ithianji or race of Ith, called Clanna Breogain, who may
be considered as a branch of the Milesians, and of whom accounts

have been given in the notes on Thoiuond, Desmond, and Hy Kin-

Mac Thomas (Fitzgerald), was slain ; his three

brothers, the son of Art, son of Con O'MelaghHn,

and the son of Maurice, son of Mac Pierce, were

taken prisoners by O'Conor Faily.

sellagh, were, many of them, kings of Munster, and three of them
were monarchs of Ireland.

Firbolg Kings.— In the second century, one of the monarchs
who usurped the throne, namely, Cairbre Ceanncait, was of Firbolg

descent; but since the Milesian conquest, no other Firbolg was
monarch of Ireland, but some of them were kings of Leinster, and
they were fur many centuries kings of Connaught, and they

contiiuied to rule over that province down to the third century.

Christian Kings.—Laoghaire, son of Niall of the Nine Hostages,

who became nmnarch of Ireland about the middle of the fifth

century, is considered the first Christian king, and was at least

cotemporary with St. Patrick, though it is doubted if he was con-

verted to Christianity. From the middle of the fifth to the latter

end of the twelfth century, fifty-five Milesian monarchs ruled

over Ireland ; they were mostly all Heremonians, and forty-eight

were of the Ily Niall race. The race of Hy Niall took theirname
from tlieir ancestor, the celebrated Niall of the Hostages, of the

race of Heremon, and monarch of Ireland in the latter end of the

fourth and beginning of the fifth century. The Hy Niall were
divided into two great branches, namely, the Northern and Sou-
thern. The Northern Hy Niall were also divided into two
branches, namely, the O'Neills, princes of Tyrone and kings of

Ulster, and the O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnell or Donegal, as

explained in the notes on Tir Eogain, Tir Conaill, and Meath.
The Northern Hy Niall were the kings and chief rulers of Ulster,

and many of them became monarchs of Ireland, namely, sixteen of

the race of the O'Neills called Kinel Eogain or Engeniiins, as

descendants of Eogan, one of the sons of Niall of the Hostages;
and nine of the race of the O'Donnells, called Kinel Conaill or

Coufdlians, as descendants of Conall Gulban, another of the sons

of Niall of the Hostages. The Southern Hy Niall, called also

Clan Colman, from Colinan, one of their princes, a descendant of

Niall of the Hostages, and of whom an account has been given

in the note on Meath, were kings of Meath for many centuries,

and twenty-three of them became monarchs of Ireland. The
Southern Hy Niall or Clan Colman, took the name of O'Melaghlin
from Maolseachlain or Malachy I., king of Meath and monarch
of Ireland in the ninth century. The race of Hy Niall furnished

altogether forty-eight monarclis, and they exclusively reigned over

Ireland for a period of about six hundred years, namely, from the

fifth to the eleventh century, when Malachy II., monarch of Ire-

land, was deposed A. D. 1()U2, by Brian Boroimhe,king of Muns-
ter, head of the Dalcassians of the race of Heber, who became
monarch of Ireland. In the eleventh century, three of the

O'Briens, descendants of Brian Boru, were kings of Leath Mogha,
or Leinster and Munster, and generally acknowledged as titular

monarchs of Ireland, namely, Donogh O'Brien, the son of Brian

Boru, Torlogh O'Brien, his grandson, and Murtogh O'Brien, the

son of Torlogh, who died in the beginning of the twelfth century,

A. D. 1118. Diarmaid Mac Maol-na-mbo, a celebrated king of

Leinster, of the Cabirian race, or Heremonians of Leinster, was
from his great power also acknowledged as titular monarch of

Ireland for many years, in the eleventh century, and died A. D.
1072.

In the twelfth century Donal Mac Loghlin O'Neill and Murtogh
Mac Loghlin O'Neill, two powerful princes of the northern Hy
Niall race, were generally acknowledged as kings of Leath Cuinn,

and monarchs of Irelanil. In the twelfth century also, Torlogh
O'Conor, and his son Roderick, kings of Connaught, of the Hy
Briune race, or Heremonians of Connaught, became monarchs of

Ireland ; and Roderick O'Conor, the last Milesian monarch of

Ireland, having abdicated the throne in A. D. 1184, in consequence

of the English invasion, died A. D. 1198, in the 82nd year of his

age, at the monastery of Cong, in Mayo, and was buried in the

cathedral of St. Kiaran, at Clonmacnois.

Corniiic's Palace at Tara.—An account of the palace of the

celebrated Cormac, monarch of Ireland in the third century, is
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A.D. 1477.

ERALD, the son of

the earl ofDesmond,
was slain and eighteen

ofthe Geraldines were

putto deathafterthat.

Bryan, son ofMau-
rice Mac Dermott,

was killed by his own
tribe.

Ailbe, the daugh-

ter of Hugh Maguire,

who gave herself and

her property a year

before her death to

God and the monastery of Lisgoole, died.

Hugh, son of Donogh, son of Thomas Maguire,

given by various historians. It was called Teach Mlodhchtiarta,

signifying either the House of Banquets or the House of Conven-

tions ; also Teach-na- Lnech , which meant the House of the

Heroes, and it was the place in which were held the great Feis

Tecmhrnch or Conventions of Tara, hereafter described, and in

its lialls the monarchs gave their great banquets, and entertained

the provincial kings, princes, and chiefs. It is stated that the

length of tlie structure was 300 feet, the breadth £0 cubits or about

80 feet, and the height 30 cuiiits or nearly 50 feet ; it contained

numerous apartments besides the royal bed chamber, and had on

it 14 doors; and it is stated that there were seven other great

habitations adjoining the palace. Cormac was the son of Art, son

of Con of the Hundred Battles, monarchs of Ireland, ofthe race

of Heremon, and he was one of the most celebrated of the Irish

kings for munificence, learning, wisdom, and valour ; and the glo-

ries of his palace at Tara were, for many ages, the theme of the

Irish bards. Amongst other splendid articles it is mentioned that

he had at the royal banquets 150 massive goblets of pure gold.

Cormae's palace was situated on the Hill of Tara, and a great part

of the circular earthen ramparts, together with a large mound in

the centre, still remain. The palace is considered to have been
built chiefly of wood from the oak forests, in ancient times soabun-
dant in Ireland, and was probablyin part formed of stone-work, or

a fortress ofCyclopean architecture, composed ofgreat stones with-

out cement, and though few of those stones now remain, they may
have been removed in the course of ages, and placed in other
buildings, particularly as the hill of Tara was easily accessible, and
though this royal residence could not be comparid with the elegant

stone buildings of more modern times, yet it was distinguished for

all the rude masiuficence peculiar to those early ages. On the
Hill of Tara were also erected several other raths or fortresses

and mounds, as mentioned by various ancient historians, amongst
others Cnthnlr Crofjmi, that is, tiie fortress, city, or seat of Cro-
finn, socalled from Crofinn, one of the Tuath De Danan queens, and
this huililinir was also named Tiir-Tienn-Teamkriich, signifying

the Strong Tower of Tara, and as tlie term Catliair was applied
only to stone buildings, this was probably a fortress of Cyclopean
architecture, the stones of which may have lieen removed in the
course of time ; and the Danans are stated by the old writers to

have built fortresses in other parts of Ireland, particularly that
called .4(Ve«c7( iVtirfin Tyrcor.nell, situated on a great bilinear
Lough Swiliy, in Donegal ; and of this Cyclopean fortress some
ruins still remain. At Tara was also the building called Mur-

and Brj'an, the son of Conor Oge Maguire, died.

Roderick, son of Edmond Maguire, was treach-

erously killed by Cuchonacht, the son of Redmond
Riavach, son of Don, son of Cuchonacht Maguire.
Don, son of Owen, son of Hugh Maguire, was

killed by Donogh Oge, son of Donogh, the son of
Hugh.

Matthew O'Leinnin, erenach of Ardes (in the
county of Down), a learned historian, died.

Dissensions and strife arose between O'Donnell
and the sons of Naghtan O'Donnell, and Niall,

the son of Donal O'Donnell, and Felim, the son
of Torlogh O'Donnell, were killed by the sons of
Naghtan on that occasion, and much damage was
done among them; O'Neill marched with his

forces into Tir Hugh, at the in\dtation of the sons
of Naghtan, and having plundered and burned Tir
Hugh, he returned home victoriously.

Cormac, the grandson of Donogh, son of Mac

OUamham, or the house of the learned, in which resided the
bards, brehons, and other learned men ; and likewise Buth-no-
Seiiimdh, which signifies either the Fort of the Conventions or
of the Synods, and said to he so called from great meetings held
there at different times by St. Patrick, St. Adamnan, St. Brendan,
and St. Ruadhan

; also Rath-na-Rioyk, or the Fortress of the
Kings, Dumha-)ia-nGiall, or the Jlound of the Hostages, where
there was a fortress in which the hostages were kept, and Dumha-
ixi-mBnii-amuf, sig-nifying the Mound of the Warlike Women,
which was probably either a habitation or burial place of those
ancient heroines ; there was likewise a habitation called Clutin
Feart, or the Sacred Retreat, which was the residence of the
vestal virgins or Druidesses, accord ing to Dr. O'Connor and others.
At Tara were also habitations for the warriors, Druids, Brehons,
and bards, and also for the provincial kings, princes, and chiefs who
attended at the great national conventions, and therefore the place
was considered as a city in those ancient times. There are many
remains of the mounds, raths, and other antiquities, still remain-
ing at Tara, but many of those moimds and ramparts have been
levelled in the course of ages. According to tl.e ancient historan<,
many of the kings, queens, and warriors of the early ages we-e
buried at Tara, and several sepulchral mounds were raised
there to their memory. In one of the earthen ramparts at
Tara were discovered, in the year 1810, two of the ornaments
called torques, a sort of golden collar of spiral or twisted work-
manship, and of a circular form, open at one side, worn on the
necks of ancient kings and chiefs, and similar to those wliich
were worn by the ancient kings and chiefs of Gaul, and were
called tore in the Celtic language. C)ne ofthe torques discovered
at Tara is five feet seven inches in length, and something more
than twenty-seven ounces in weight, and all formed of the purest
gold ; the other torque is beyond twelve ounces in weight, and
they form some of the most interesting remains of ancient Irish

art.

Tara had various names in ancient times. It was first founded
as a royal residence by Slainge, one of the Firholg kings, and was
afterwards called L'uith Driiini, or the Hill of Liath ; the Tuath
De Danan kings afterwards resided there, and it was, as above
mentioned, called Cathair Crofinn, or the Fortress of Crofinn,
from one of the Danan queens; by the Milesian kings it srot the
name Tenmnr, or Tenmhair, anglicised Temor and Tara, and
Latinised Temora or Temoria. In the celebrated work called
Dinseanchus, which gives an account of the origin ofthe naiues
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Carthy Riavach (in Desmond), was taken prisoner

by Cormac, son of Teige, son of Cormac, the

of remarkable places in ancient Ireland, and was composed by Amer-
gin, chiefbard to Dermod, monarch of Ireland, in the sixth century,

the origin of the name of Teamur is thus given :—Teph or Tephi,

a daughter of Bachtir, king of Spain, having been married to

Canthon, king of Britain, died there, but her body was brought

back to Spain, and a niur or mound was erected to her memory,
and called Tephi-mur, or the Mound of Tephi. Tea, daughter of

Lughaidh, son of Ith, and queen of Heremon, the first Milesian

monarch of Ireland, having seen the mound of Tephi while in

Spain, she caused a similar mound to be constructed when she came
to Ireland, as a sepulchral monument for herself; and, being

buried there, it was called Tea-mur, signifying Tea's mound, and

hence was derived the name of Tara. In after times it was called

Teamhair na Rlogh, Rath Cormalc, that is, Tara of the Kings,

the Fortress of Cormac. It is also mentioned by old writers under

the names of Druirn Aiobhin and Tiilnch Aolhhin, signifying the

beautiful or delightful hill. An account of raths has been given

in the first part of this article, and the term Lios has also been

explained, both of which names were applied to the circular earthen

ramparts of ancient fortresses. The names Dxin and Dinn were
also applied to ancient fortresses, and the term Dun it appears

was applied to earthen ramparts and also to stone fortresses, as,

for instance, the great stone fortress, of Cyclopean architecture,

called Dun Aonguis, situated on the Island of Arran, off the coast

of Galway, of which an account has been given in the note on

South Connaught. The names of a vast number of places in

Ireland commence with Rath, Lis, and Dun, which shews the

great number of those fortresses in ancient times. The term
Aileoch or Olleoch, derived from All, a rock or stone, was also

applied to stone fortresses, as, for instance, Aileach in Donegal,

a Cyclopean fortress, and residence of the ancient kings of

Ulster. Caisiol and Caislean were the names applied in more
modern times to stone fortresses and castles. An account of the

ancient names, and of other curious matters connected with Tara,

is given in a poem from the ancient Irish composition called

Dinnseanchus, which has been copied from the Books of Leacan
and Ballymote. This poem was composed by the above-mentioned

Amergin, chief bard to Dermod, monarch of Ireland, in the sixth

century, from information communicated to him by an old sage

called Fintan. The following verses are a literal translation of

this poem :

—

" Temor of Bregia, whence so called,

Relate to me, O learned sages ?

When was it distinguished from the Brugh ?

When was the place called Temor?

" Was it in the time of Partholan of battles ?

Or at the first arrival of Ceasair ?

Or in the time of Nemed famed for valour?

Or with Ciocal of the bent knees ?

" Was it with the Firbolg of great achievements?

Or with the race of fairy elves ?

Tell me in which of those invasions

Did the place obtain the name of Temor ?

" O Tuan ! O generous Finnchadh !

O Bran ! O active Cu-alladh

!

O Dubhan ! ye venerable five.

Whence was acquired the name of Temor ?

" Once it was a beauteous hazel wood,
In the time of the famed son of Olcan,

Until that dense wood was felled

By Liath, the son of Laighne, the large and blooming.

" From thence it was called the Hill of Liath,

And it was fertile in crops of com.
Until the coming of Cain the prosperous,

The son of Fiacha Ccannfionan.

grandson of Dermod Ravar, of Muskerry, and by

the sons of Dermod-an-Dunaidh, i. e. his uncle's

" From thenceforth it was called Druim Cain.

This hill, where the great assembled.

Until tlie coming of Crofinn the fair,

Daughter of the far-famed AUoid.

" The fortress of Crofinn, well applied

Was its name among the Tuath De Danan,
Until the coming of the agreeable Tea,

The wife of Heremon of noble aspect.

" A rampart was raised around her house

For Tea, the daughter of Lughaidh,

She was buried outside in her mound;
And from her it was named Teamur.

" The seat of the kings it was called.

The princes, descendants of the Milesians.

Five names it had ere that time.

That is, from Fordruim to Temor.

" I am Fintan, the bard.

The historian of many tribes
;

In latter times I have passed my days
At the earthen fort above Temor."

The following poem on Tara, literally translated from the Irish,

was composed by Cuan O'Lochain, a celebrated bard who died in

the beginning of the eleventh century, A.D. 1024. He was the

chief bard and historian of Ireland in his time, and for his great

abilities and virtues was appointed during an interregnum Regent

of Ireland :

—

" It gave great happiness to the women
When Temor the strong was erected.

And the daughter of Lughaidh obtained

A hill on the plain, deserved by a lover.

" The dowry which the wife of Geide requested

Of her husband, as I have learned.

Was a delightful fortress for noble dwellers,

Which she soon with skill selected.

" A dwelling, which was a stronghold and fortress
;

The best of mounds, which could not be demolished
;

Where after her death was Tea's monument,
Which event perpetuated her fame.

" The gentle Heremon here maintained

His lady, secured in the fortress

;

And she received from him all favours she desired,

And all his promises to her he fulfilled.

" Bregia of Tea was a delightful abode

;

It is recorded as a place of renown,

And contains the grave of the great Mergech,

A sepulchre which was not violated.

" The daughter of Pharaoh of many champions,

Tephi, tlie most beautiful that traversed the plain.

Here formed a fortress circular and strong.

Which she described with her breast-pin and wand.

" She gave a name to her fair fortress,

This royal lady of agreeable aspect

;

The fortress of Tephi, where met the assembly.

Where every proceeding was conducted with propriety.

" It may be related without reserve

That a mound was raised over Tephi as recorded,

And she lies beneath this unequalled tomb,

Which mighty queens had formed there.

"The length and breadth of the tomb of Tephi,

Accurately measured by the sages,

Was sixty feet of exact measure,

As prophets and Druids have related.
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The son of Anthony O'Moore was killed at

Ballydaithi (Ballydavy near Maryboro, Queen's

" When Cormac was in his grandeur,

Brilliant and conspicuous was Iiis course
;

No fortress was found equal to Tenior,

It was the secret of the road of life.

" Strong was the power of hosts

Of that Icing who obtaiut-d Temor

;

It is better for us to record the many tribes

And the numerous families of his houseliold.

" Nine ramparts or rough strong trenches,

With nine surrounding mounds.
With groves of fair trees,

And it was a strong and famous fortress.

" His great house of a thousand heroes,

With tribes it was delightful,

A fair bright fortress of fine men
;

Three hundred feet was its measure.

" Its circuit was well arranged,

Nor was it narrow by a faulty construction,

Nor too small for separate apartments,

Six times five cubits was its height.

" A fit habitation for a king of Erui,

In which was distributed sparkling wine

;

It was a fortress, a rampart, and a stronghold ;

In it were three times fifty couches.

" There were in it fifty warriors with swords,

Who were the guards of this fortress.

Which truly was a noble residence.

And there were two couches in each apartment.

" Orand was the host which attended there.

And their weapons were glittering with gold
;

There were three times fifty splendid apartments.

And each apartment held fifty persons.

" Seven cubits of exact measure.

Were the dimensions of the fire-place,

Before which the active attendants

Lighted up the brilliant lamps.

" There were seven splendid chandeliers of brass.

Of bright and beautiful appearance.

In that fair aud sunny palace

Of feasts and ornamental goblets.

" Pleasingly brilliant was its light.

And twice seven in number were its doors.

It was a law ordained by the king.

That he should first drink to his guests.

" And very great were his guests in number,

Three hundred partook of each festive drinking
;

Fifty were noble and learned lawgivers

In company with the exalted upright prince.

" Fifty were festive pleasing companions,

Witii fifty great and famous heroes.

And fifty warriors standhig around,

To attend as guards on the warlike king.

" Three hundred cup-bearers handed around

Three times fifty splendid goblets.

To each of the numerous parties there.

Which cups were of gold or silver all

" Ornamented with pure and precious stones.

Thirty hundred were entertained

By the son of Art on each day.

county), by the son of Pierce Butler, and by Art

O'Conor.

" Enlightened was his train of bards.

Who kept their records in careful order.

And what they said was respected by the professors in

each art.

" The household of the hosts let us enumerate.

Who were in the house of Temor of the tribes,

This is the exact enumeration.

Fifty above a thousand of warriors.

" When Cormac resided at Tenior,

His fame was heard by all the exalted,

And a king like the son of .\rt Aenfear,

There came not of the men of the world."

Tnra Deserted.—The Hill of Tara is large, verdant, level at the

top, and extremely beautiful ; and, though not very high, com-
mands extensive and most magnificent prospects over the great

and fertile plains of Meath. Tara became deserted as a royal

residence in the sixth century, and, as already observed, some

earthen ramparts and mounds are all that now remain of its ancient

manificence. The circumstances wliich caused its abandonment

bv the kings were as follows :—Dermod, monarch of Ireland, who
was called Mac Carroll, having taken prisoner and punished a

brother or relative of St. Ruadhan, who was abbot of Lothra, now
Lorrha, in the county of Tipperary, St. Ruadhan laid a curse on

Tara ; and after the death of the monarch Dermod, in A.D. 565,

no other king resided at Tara ; and this circumstance i.^i mentioned

by one of the ancient bards in some verses, from which the follow-

ing passage has been translated :

—

" From the reign of the brown-haired Dermod,
Son of Fergus, son of Carroll,

From the judgment of Ruadhan on his house,

There was no king at Temor."

Though several of the kings were afterwards styled kings of

Tara, they did not reside there, but took their title from it, as the

ancient residence of the monarchs. In subsequent times some of

tlie monarchs, it appears, resided at Taiitean; and it is mentioned

that Flann Sionna, monarch of Ireland, died at Tailtean, A.D. 91(1.

Some of the ancient monarchs resided at the palace of Cruachan,

in Connaught ; and some of the kings of Ulster, wlien monarchs,

resided at Emania, now Annaffb. The kings of Ulster of the Hy
Niall race, when monarchs of Ireland, had their chief residence at

the fortress of .\ileach, in Donegal: and Brian Born, when mo-
narch of Ireland, resided at his palace of Kincora, in Thomond, on

the banks of the Shannon, near Killaloe, in the county of Clare.

Tbe southern Hy Niall race, who were kings of Meath, had their

chief residence, called Dnn-na-Sciath, signifying the fortress of

tbe shields, on the banks of Lough Ainnin, now Lough Ennell,

near Mullingar, in Westmeath, where Malaehy II., monarch of

Ireland, died, A.D. 10'22 ; and the kings of Meath also had a for-

tress where they resided, situated on a high hill, about a mile

from Castlepnllard, and within about two miles of the Ben or

Great Hill of Fore. This fortress was very strong, with a rock

on one side, and the rest composed of earthen ramparts ; atid it is

called by the common people Dun-Dorgais or Dun-Torgais, which
signifies the fortress of Torgis or Turgesius, as that celebrated

Danish king is traditionally said to have had his chief residence

there.

Cemeteries of the Pagan Kings.—An account of the great

cemetery of the Pagan kings at Cruachan, in Connaught, near

Elphin, has been given in the note on South Connaught, and an

account of sepulchral mounds, the burial places of kings and war-
riors in the Pagan times, will be found in the first part of the note

on Woy Liffey and Bregia. There were two great cemeteries in

Meath, one at Tailtean, and the other at Brugh-na-Boine ; the

latter place signifyittg the town or fortress of the Boyne, is

supposed by some to have been situated near Trim, and by others

near the place now called Stackallen, between Navan and Slane.
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A great wind happened on the night of the fes-

tival of St. John the Baptist, in this year, -which

destroyed an immense deal of stone and wooden

The Tuath De Danan kings and queens were buried chiefly at

Cruaclian in Connau£rht,and at Brup:h-na-Boine, but some of them
also at Tailtean; and tlie Firbolg kings and queens were buried,

some of them at Cruachan, some at Brugh, and some at Tailtean.

The Milesian kings and queens in the Pagan times, were also buried

in those three greatcemeteries, and, according to Dorban, an ancient

poet of Connaught, there were fifty sepulchral mounds at each of

the royal cemeteries of Cruachan, Tailtean, and Brugh, in each of

which mounds were buried fifty kings, queens, warriors, and bards.

Corniac, monarch of Ireland, is considered to have become a con-

vert to the Christian faith, and he gave directions that he should

not be buried at Brugh-na-Boine with the Pagan kings, but at

Kos-na-riogb, with his face turned towards the rising sun or the

east, in reference to the birth-place of Christ ; this place is now
known as Uosnaree, between Drogheda and Slane, in Meath.
Amongst the celebrated persons buried at Tara were the monarch
Laoghaire, in the fifth century, who gave directions that his body

should be placed upright in the sepulchral mound, with his spear

in his hand, and his face turned towards the south, as in defiance

of his enemies the people of Leinster ; and the head of the cele-

brated hero Cuchulain, chief of the Redbranch knights of

Ulster, was buried at Tara, and a sepulchral mound raised to his

memory.
The Stone of Dextiny.—When the Tuath De Danan colony

came to Ireland, they brought with them, according to our ancient

writers, a reniarkalde stone called Lia-Fail, signifying the Stone

of Fate or of Destiny, and from this circumstance Ireland obtained

the name Inis Faily or the Island of Destiny. This stone was also

called Cliich-nii-Cineavihna, or the Stone of Fate. The Lia Fail

was held in the highest veneration, and sitting on it the ancient

monarchs of Ireland, both in the Pagan and Christian times, were
for many ages inaugurated at Tara, and it is stated that whenever
a legitimate king of the Jlilesian race was inaugurated, the stone

emitted a peculiar sound, an effect produced, it is supposed, by
some contrivance of the Druids. In Dr. O'Conor's account of the

Irish MSS. at Stone, it is stated that the Lia Fail was at a remote

period removed from the royal Rath at Tara, to the residence of

the kings at Cruachan in Connaught, but ceased to emit its usual

sound called Ges, which signifies a spell or charm, from the time

it was profaned by Cuchulain, who resented its silence when his

friend Fiacha Fionn was appointed monarch of Ireland in the begin-

ning of the first century, and the stone did not resume its accus-

tomed sound until the inauguration of Con of the Hundred Battles,

in the second century, he being a legitimate monarch. In the

beginning of the sixth century Fergus Mac Earca, who was brother

to the then reigning monarch of Ireland, Murtagh Mac Earca,

having become king of the Irish colonies, settled in Dalriada in

Albany, afterwards called Scotland, requested the Irish monarch
to send over the Lia Fail to be used at his inauguration, in order to

give security to his throne, in accordance with the old traditions
;

but O'Flaherty, in his Ogygia, is of opinion, that the Stone of Des-
tiny was not brought to .\lbany or Scotland until the ninth cen-

tury, when Aodh Finliath, monarch of Ireland, sent it to his

father-in-law Kinneth Mac Alpin, who was crowned king of
Scotland. The Stone of Destiny is mentioned by Hector Boetius,

and other Scottish historians, and the following Irish verse res-

pecting it is quoted by Keating and Charles O'Conor :

—

** Cineadh Scuit, saor an fhine,

Mun budh breagan fhaisdine.

Mar a (Fuigbid an Liagh Fail

Dlighid fiaitheas do ghabhail."

thus rendered into Latin by Hector Boetius:

—

" Ni fallat fatura, Scoti, quocunque locatum,

Inveiiient lapidem hunc, regnare tenentur ibidem."

thus translated :

—

" If fate's decrees be not announced in vain.

Where e'er this stone is found the Scots shall reign."

buildings, of Cranoges (fortresses on lakes), and
corn stacks.

This stone was considered by the Scots as the palladium of their
kingdom from an ancient prophecy that the Scotic or Milesian
race would continue to rule as long as it was in their possession,

and it was preserved with great care for many centuries m Scotland,
first in the monastery of St. Columkille, at lona in the Hebrides,
afterwards at DunstafFnage in Argyleshire, the first royal seat of
the Scottish kings of Irish race, and it was removed from thence
in the lunth century by Kinneth Mac Alpin, king of Scotland, and
conqueror of the Picts, who placed it at Scone, near Perth, where
it was preserved in the ancient abbey until the year li!)G, when
Edward I., king of England, havinsr overran Scotland, took away
the Stone of Destiny from the. cathedral of Scone, carried it off as

a trophy of victory, and placed it under the coronation chair in

Westminster .-Vbbey, where it still remains. It is sometimes called

by English writers Jacob's Stone, from souie tradition that it is

part of the stone called Jacob's Pillow at Bethel, as mentioned in

the Book of Genesis, hence some have considered that it was first

brought to Ireland by the Danans friim the land of Canaan. It

has been asserted in some modern publications on Irish antiquities,

that the large stone standing upright on one of the mounds at Tara
is the Stone of Destiny, but this assertion is altogether improbable,

and opposed to the statements of Keating, O'Flaherty, Ware, Dr.

O'Conor, Charles O'Conor, and all other learned Irish antiquarians,

toirether WMth the accounts of the Scottish historians, and it is

probable that the huge stone standing on the mound at Tara, which
is six feet above the ground, as well as many feet under it, and of

immense weight, is the stone mentioned by many of the old Irish

writers under the name of Lla-nn-hhFian, that is the Stone of

the Fians or Fenians, as connected with the accounts of some of

the Fenian warriors.

The Conventions of Tarn.—The great conventions or legislative

assemblies of Tara were instituted by the celebrated Ollamh
Fodhla, a king whose reisin is placed by our annalists and chro-

nolosers about seven centuries before the Christian era. This

Ollamh Fodhla was of the Irian race, and was king of Ulster, and
monarch of Ireland ; and his name, pronounced OUuv Fold, sig-

nifies the S/ige of Ireland, derived from Ollamh, a sage or learned

man, and Fodhla, which was one of the ancient names of Ireland.

Ollav Fola is celebrated in ancient history as a sage and legislator,

eminent for learning, wisdom, and excellent institutions ; and his

historic fame has been recognised by placing his medallion in bas-

so relievo with those of Moses, and other great legislators, on the

interior of the dome in the Four Courts of Dublin. The conven-

tion of Tara, called Feis Tenmrach, from Feis, which signifies a

convention or assembly, was ordained by OUav Fola to be held

every third year in the royal residence at Tara, and was attended

by tiie provincial kings, princes, and chiefs—the Druids or Pagan
priests, the Brehons or judges, and the bards in the Pagan times

;

and, after the introduction of Christianity, by the bishops, abbots,

and superior clergy ; and great numbers of the people also attended

at those assemblies, which were held every third year, in the

month of November. The ancient records and chronicles of the

kingdom were ordered to be written and carefully preserved at

Tara by Ollav Fola, and these formed the basis of the ancient

history of Ireland, called the Psalter of Tara, which was brought

to complete accuracy in the reign of the monarch Corraac, in the

third century ; and "from the Psalter of Tara, and other records,

was compiled, in the latter end of the ninth century, by Corroac

Mac CuUenan, archbishop of Cashel and king of JIunster, the

celebrated work called the Psalter of Cashel, of which a full

account will be found at page "204, in the note on Ormond. The
monarch Cormac, of whom an account has been already given,

was celebrated as a legislator ; and at the conventions held in his

palace at Tara, the provincial kings are stated to have sat in the

following order—the monarch himself sitting on a throne in the

middle of the assembly hall, the king of Ulster sitting on his right

hand, the kings of the two Munsters on his left, the king of

Leinster in front, and the king of Connaught behind the throne ; the

2 Q
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A.D. 1478.

O'Higgin, bishop of Mayo of the Saxons, died.

Thomas Duv O'Carbry, vicar of Aghalurcher

(in Fermanagh), a man of wisdom and piety, died.

The earl of Kildare died, and his son Gerald

succeeded him.

Richard, son of Edmond, son of Richard Butler,

was killed by Fingin Roe (Mac Gillpatrick) of the

Ossorians, the son of Fingin, in the door of the

church of Kilkenny. Cormac, the son of Donogh

Mac Carthy, was blinded by his kinsmen, after

being imprisoned by them for some time.

Donogh, son of Bryan Ballach O'Conor, and

Torlogh, son of Torlogh Roe O'Conor, died.

The Gilla Duv, son of Bryan, son of Felim

O'Reilly, died.

Thomas, son of Pierce Butler, was killed.

Thomas O'Concannan, lord of Hy Diarmada (in

Roscommon), was killed by his own nephew.

A great plague was imported by a ship which

princes, chiefs, Druids, Brelions, and bards, arranged in due order.

These triennial legislative assemblies at Tara, which were the

parliaments of ancient Ireland, were held there for manj- centuries,

and continued down to about the middle of the sixth century, the

last convention of the states at Tara, according to the annals of

Tigearnach, being held, A.D. 560, in the reign of the monarch

Dermod Mac Carroll. Conventions of the states or legislative

assemblies were also held at the Hill of Uimeach (situated a few

miles from MuUingar, in Westmeath), which was a celebrated seat

of Druidism. These assemblies were convened in the month of

May, and, after the abandonment of Tara, this was probably one

of the chief places for legislative meetings ; and it may be re-

marked, that a great synod or national convention of bishops,

clergy, chiefs, and people, was held at Uisneach, or Fiodh Mac
Aengusa, A.D. 1111, according to the Annals of the Four Masters,

which was attended by Celsus, archbishop of Armagh, and Maol-

muire O'Dunain, archbishop of C'ashel, together with fifty other

bishops, three hundred priests, and three thousand persons of the

clerical order, and also by Murtogh O'Brien, king of Munster, and

various princes and chiefs from different parts of the kingdom, to

make laws and regulations both for clergy and people. In the

year llo2, a great national synod or council was convened at

Ceimanus, or Kells, in Meath, at which presided Cardmal John

Paparo, as legate of Pope Eugene III., having been sent to Ire-

land to confer the pallium on the four archbishops of Ireland
; and

this synod was attended by the archbishops, bishops, abbots, and

other clergy of Ireland, in great numbers. Great conventions or

legislative assemblies, similar to those at Tara, were held in ancient

times in the other provinces. The states of Connaught assembled

at Cruachan, near Elphin ; the states of Ulster at Emania, or

Armagh ; the states of Leinster at Naas, in Kildare ; and the

states of Munster at Cashel. The last great national convention

mentioned in Irish history was that of the states of Leath Cuhm,
or Meath, Ulster and Connaught, convened at Athboy, in Meath,

A.D. 1167, by king Roderick O'Conor, to make laws and regula-

tions for the church and state ; at which assembly, according to

the Annals of the Four Masters and other authorities, there

attended a vast number of the princes, chiefs, clergy, and people

of Ulster, Connaught, and Meath, together with the Danes of

Dublin, who were then under subjection to king Roderick.

Amongst the clergy who attended were Gelasiiis, archbishop of Ar-

magh, Cadhla O'Duffy, archbishop of Tuam, and Laurence O'Toole,

entered the port of Ballyshannon, and this pesti-

lence spread through Fermanagh, Tirconnell, and

throughout the province (of Ulster) in general

;

Mac Ward, i. e. Geoffrey of Tirconnell, died of it,

and it did much destruction throughout the entire

province.

Mac Rithbeartaigh (Mac Raverty), i. e. Cioth-

ruadh, chief poet to Maguire (of Fermanagh)
;

Teige Fionn O'Luinin, a learned physician and

historian ; O'Breslein, i. e. Teige, the son of Owen,

chief Brehon to Maguire ; and O'CofTey, i. e. Mur-

togh Bacach, died.

Young Hugh Mac Mahon and his household

made an attack upon Bryan, the son of Redmond
Mac Mahon, and they committed great depreda-

tions on him, and took Bryan himself prisoner,

while in pursuit of his plundered property.

Malachy, son of Hugh Buighe Mac Geoghegan,

lord of Kinel Fiacha, was killed while asleep by

two of his own people, at the castle of Leathratha

archbishop of Dublin or Leuister, together with great numbers of

other bishops, abbots, and clergy. In the whole assembly there

were thirteen thousand horsemen, namely, si.x thousand Con-
naughtmen, under the O'Conors, Mac Dermotts, O'Kellys,

O'Dowds, and other princes and chiefs ; four thousand of the

men of Brefney, now the counties of Cavan and Leitrhn, with

Tiarnan O'Kourke, prince of West Brefney or Leitrim, and
O'Reilly, prince of East Brefney or Cavan ; four thousand men
with Donogh O'Carroll, ])rince of Orgiall, from Louth, Monaghan,
and Armagh, and with Mac Dunslevy O'Heochy, prince of Ulidia,

in the counties of Down and Antrim ; two thousand men with

Dermod O'Melaghlin, king of Meath ; and one thousand with

Reeinald, lord of the Danes of Dublin ; Donogh, the son of Felan,

a prince wliose territory is not mentioned, brought two thousand

men. It does not appear that those powerful northern princes,

O'Neill and O'Domiell, who ruled over Tyrone, Derry, and Done-
gal, attended this assembly ; and they probably did not acknow-
ledge the authority of king Roderick O'Connor, actuated by that

refractory spirit which so generally prevailed amongst the Irish

princes.

The Assemblies of Tailtean, called Aonach Tailtean, from

Aonach, which signifies a large assembly or fair, were held on the

plains of Tailtean, now Teltown, situated along the river Black-

water, between Navan and Kells, in Meath. Tailtean got its

name from Tailte, daughter of Maghmor, king of Spain, and wife

of Eochy, the last Firbolg king. Tailte was buried at this place,

and Lughaidh, surnamed Lamhfada, or the Long-handed, one of

the Tuath De Danan kings, having been in his youth fostered and

educated by Tailte, he, in honour to the memory of that queen,

instituted the assemblies at Tailtean, which were held annually at

the beginning of Autumn, and were continued for fifteen days ; and
it is said that from this Lughaidh, the Firstof August, or Lammas,
is in the Irish called La Luijiinasa to the present time. The
assemblies of Tailtean were attended by vast numbers from all

parts of Ireland, and are said to have resembled the Olympic
games of Greece, in the practice of various athletic exercises, feats

of strength and activity, such as running, leaping, wrestling,

throwing the stone, bar, &c., foot-ball, dancing, together with

horse and chariot racing ; and those assemblies were also remark-
able for the arrangement of matrimonial alliances, or match-mak-
ing, and the ratification of marriage contracts. A remarkable

occurrence at the assembly of Tailtean, in the ninth century, is

I
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Abbeylaragh, in Longford), and they were burned

(for their crime.

Edmond, son of Conor Mao Rannall, died,

William, son of John O'Ferrall, was killed with

a blow of a pole by one of his own people.

A great plague raged throughout Ireland, of

which the baron of Delvin (Nugent), and Maurice

Airig, died.

Fachtna O'Ferrall was killed by the son of

Edmond, son of Hoberd D'Alton.

Art, son of Colman O'Melaghlin, and Mac
Gauran, i. e. Cathal, the son of Donogh Ballagh,

died.

The son of Fergal O'Gara, and Manus Mac
David, were killed by the tribe of Roderick Mac
Dermott.

Edmond, son ofTeige, son of LoghlinO'Hanley,

was killed by his own tribe.

The castle of SHgo was taken by Mac Wllham
Burke from the guards of O'Donnell, and he gave

mentioned in the Four Masters as having taken place in A.D. 806,

namely, that in consequence of the violation of some of the Termon
or church lands of the monastery of Tallaght, near Dublin, by the

Hy Niall kings of Meath, the monks of Tallaght seized on the

chariot horses of Aodh Oirdnidhe, monarch of Ireland, at the

celebration of the games of Tailtean, and retained the horses until

ample reparation was made to the monastery, and its lands

restored, together with additional grants made by the king.

These assemblies were held for many ages, but were frequently

interrupted during the disastrous period of the Danish wars ; they

were renewed at intervals by various kings, and some of them are

mentioned as late as the twelfth century ; and it is stated that, in

July A.D. 1126, the great assembly of Tailtean was revived, after

it had been discontinued for a century ; but it appears that the

meetings of Tailtean were entirely discontinued after the English

invasion.

The Fortress of Fionn Mac CumhaiU at Allen.—An account

of the celebrated hero, Fionn, the son of Cumhall, commander of

the Fenian warriors in the third century, has been given at page

267, in the note on Moy LifFey, and he liad his chief residence or

fortress at Almhuin, now the Hill of Allen, in Kildare, and this

fortress appears to liave been of great extent, and surrounded with

many other habitations, as the residence of the Fenian troops

under his command ; and the place is highly celelirated in the

Ossianic poems, and other productions of the ancient bards ; and
from one of these, called Bullle Oisin, the following passage has

been translated :

—

" When I banquetted in the lialls of Finn,

At each banquet there have I seen

A thousand costly goblets at the board,

And bound on their rims with golden wreaths.

" Twelve great habitations were there.

Filled with the mighty battalions

Commanded by the son of the daughter of Teige,

At fair Allen of the noble Fenians.

" Twelve constant fires flamed

In each of the princely habitations,

And sitting around by each of those fires

Were an hundred of the Fenian heroes."

it to the son ofBryanO'Conor ; MacWilliamBurke
afterwards entered Moylurg, and spoiled the por-

tion of it which belonged to Roderick Mac Der-

mott; Roderick proceeded to Croaghan to take

revenge for those acts on Conor Mac Dermott,

who was then the Mac Dermott, and an allv to

Mac William, and he then besieged the Rock (of

Loughkea), and he received a mechanical war-

engine, which was sent to him from Fermanagh,

and by the cast of a dart from it the only son of

Mac Dermott was slain. The Rock was taken

through the means of that shot, and Roderick

assumed the lordship of all Moylurg, and expelled

Conor.

An awful commotion arose throughout the plain

of Connaught, between FeUm Fionn (O'Conor),

and O'Conor Don on the one side, and the sons of

Teige O'Conor, the sons of Felim, and the sons of

Conor Roe on the other; the entire plain, both

churches and country, was completely spoiled

The destruction of the fortress of Almhuin, which it appears
was burned in the third century by a champion named Garaidh,
son of Morna, who was chief of the Firbolg or Damnonian war-
riors of Connaught, forms the subject of one of the Ossianic

poems, from which have been literally translated the following

passages :

—

" Mournful art thou to me, O ruined pile !

Thou monument that records a great disaster.

Deep beneath thee are heroes entombed
;

Their sad fate I well remember.

" Mournful is thy destruction to me,
Thou memorable pile of exalted appearance.
The Clanna Morna are laid low in their monuments

j

They were the heroes of combats, this is one of their mounds.

" In the fortress were consumed the steeds of Finn,

And his two highly-ornamented chariots ;

And great was the loss of his noble mansion
To Finn of the Fenians, the king of Allen.

" In it were consumed an hundred strong shields.

And an hundred pieces of armour of incomparable value
;

Two hundred coats of mail and two hundred swords.

Two hundred breast-plates and two hundred helmets.

" One hundred war-steeds were consumed in the fortress.

Together with the steeds of our chief commander.

With their fair and brilliant coverings.

And their polished and gilded bridles.

" Three hundred hunting hounds were consumed,

Which were deemed to be an excessive loss

;

The beautiful hounds of Finn, the son of Cumhal,

By Garaidh the Rough, within this fortress.

" Three hundred treasure-chests were consumed.

Which contained much of silver and gold
;

And also, it is stated with truth.

Three hundred goblets and three hundred cups."

The note on Moy LiiTey and Bregia will be concluded in the

next number.

2q
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between them, and Torlogh Roe, the son of Ro-

derick, son of Felim O'Conor, a worthy prince,

was slain in that contest.

Teige, son of Dermod Roe O'Conor, was trea-

cherously killed by the tribe of Bryan Ballach.

An awful wind occured on Christmas night

which proved a destructive night to many, from

the number of persons and cattle that perished,

and the trees and buildings (and ships) that were

destroyed both by land and water throughout

Ireland.

A.D. 1479.

The monastery of Meelick, (in Galway) was

founded by O'Madden, on the banks of the Shan-

non, in the diocese of Clonfert, for Franciscan

friars, in which he selected his own burial place.

Pierce, son of Nicholas O'Flanagan, who was a

A.D. 1479.

1 . The Ciddees.—The name Culdee, in Irish Ce'ile Di; is derived

from Ceile, aservant,and j[>eofGod,and therefore signified a servant

ofGod, or holy man. By the Latin writers they were called Colidei,

Culdel, and Kelidel, and sometimes Deicol<e. The Colidei or Culdees

are mentioned by Cambrensis and various other ancient writers, and

by several Scotch historians they are mentioned as monks in Scot-

land as early as the fourth and fifth centuries ; but the statements

of John of Fordun, Hector Boetius, and others, are entirely contra-

dicted by the learned Lanigan ; Smith, in his Life of St. Colum-
kille, and Jamieson, in his history of the Culdees, have maintained

that they were Columbian monks, or members of that order insti-

tuted by St. Colurabkille, at lona, in the Hebrides, and also in

various parts of Ireland ; and they have represented these Culdees
as a very strict and religious order in those early times, from the

sixth to the twelfth century ; but Lanigan sliews that these

statements are erroneous, and tliat the Culdees were not mentioned

by the venerable Bede, or any other ancient ecclesiastical writer,

as Columbian monks, nor in the works of Usher or Ware, or in the

five Lives of Columkille published by Colgan. Lanigan considers

that the Culdees were first instituted in Ireland in the eighth or

ninth century ; and Aongus, surnamed Celle De, a celebrated Irish

ecclesiastical writer of the eighth century, author of Lives of

Irish Saints, &c., is supposed to have been a Culdee. The Cul-

dees are mentioned in the Annals of the Four Masters, and of

Ulster, at A. D. 920, in which it is recorded that Godfrey, king

of the Danes of Dublin, plundered Armagh, but he spared the

churches and Colidei. It appears from Lanigan and other authori-

ties, that the Culdees were not, strictly speaking, monks, neither

were they members of the parochial clergy, but were a description

of secular priests called secular canons, and attached to cathedrals

or conciliate churches, called prebendaries ; and although bound
by rules peculiar to themselves, they belonged to the secular

clergy, and are to be distinguished from the canons regular, or

communities of monks who sprung up at a much later period, and
officiated in the chapters of cathedral churches. The Culdees

officiated as secular clergymen in the cathedrals, sung in the choir,

lived in community, and liad a superior called prior of the Culdees,

who acted as precentor, or chief chaunter. The principal institution

of the Culdees was at Armagh, and accordhig to Usher and others,

there were Culdees in all the chief churches of Ulster, and some
of them continued at Armagh down to the middle of the seven-

teenth century. The Culdees had priories and lands in various

parts of Ireland, particularly at Devenish Island, in Fermanagh,

canon of the chapter of Clogher, a parson and a

prior of the Ceile De (Culdees),' a sacristan of

Devinish, and an official of Lough Erne (vicar-

general of Clogher), a man distinguished for his

benevolence, piety, great hospitality, and humanity,

died after having gained the victory over the world

and the devil.

A great contest arose between the Tirconnel-

lians and TjTonians, for the sons of Art O'Neill

went into Tirconnell to war against O'Neill, and

much damage was committed between them.

O'Neill made a hostile incursion into Tirconnell,

and carried away great booty from the sons of Art

and from the Connallians on that expedition.

Bryan, son of Felim O'Neill, was taken prisoner

by O'Neill, but he afterwards set him at liberty

on receiving a great ransom for him, and on getting

his two sons as hostages in his place, and Brj'an

joined O'Donnell again to war against O'Neill.

and at Clones, inMonaghan, both in the diocese of Clogher; also at

Ardbraccan, in Meath ; and Giraldiis Cambrensis gives an account
of the Colidei who lived on an island in a lake in North Munster,
which island was called by the Irish Inis-na-rabeo, or the Island

of the Living, from a tradition that no person ever died on it ; it

was afterwards called Mona Incha, and was situated about three

miles from Roscrea, in the bog of Wonela, in Tipperary. In the
time of Cambrensis, this island was a celebrated place ofpilgrimage,

and their residence was afterwards removed to Corbally, a place

nearthelake, where the Culdees became canons regular of St. Au-
gustine. Though the Irish Culdees were generally clergymen, yet
some pious unmarried laymenjoined their communities. There were
also Culdees in Britiiin, particularly in the north of England, in

the city of York, where they had a great establishment called

the Hospital of St. Leonard, and were secular canons of St. Peter's

cathedral, as mentioned in Dugdale's Monasticon, and got some
grants of lands in A. D. 936, in the reign of Athelstan, and con-
tinued at York at least down to the time of Pope Adrian IV., who
confirmed them in their possessions. In Wales there were Cul-
dees, as mentioned by Cambrensis, in the Island of Bardsey, ofi*

that coast. In Scotland, the Culdees were more celebrated than
in Ireland, had numerous establishments, and continued there from
the ninth century to the reformation ; and according to Chalmers,
in his Caledonia, the Culdees of Scotland are not mentioned in his-

tory till about the commencement of the ninth century, in the

year 800 or 815, and their first establishment was at Dunkeld,
under the bishop of that see, and they were afterwards placed

about A. D. 850, at St. Andrew's, where they had their chief

establishment for many centuries ; and it is stated by Buchanan,
that Constantine III., king of Scotland, who died in 943, spent

the last five years of his life in relii^ious retirement amongst the

Culdees of that city. Chalmers states, that before the introduc-

tion of the canons regular at St. Andrew's, in the twelfth century,

the Culdees alone acted as secular canons in cathedrals, and as

dean and chapter in the election of bishops, and that thenceforth

lioth orders were joined in that right, until A. D. 1272, when it

was usurped by the canons regular ; and he also says, that the

Culdees of Brechin continued for many ages to act as dean and
chapter of that diocese ; and according to Jamieson, the Culdees

of St. Andrews elected the bishops ofthat see down to the election

of William Wishart, in 1271, when the power was abrogated, but

in those early times it appears that the bishops of many sees in

Scotland were of the order of Culdees.
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A.D. 1480.

Maguire, i. e. Thomas Oge, son of Thomas

More, son of Philip, son of Hugh Roe, the most

distinguished in his time for alms-doing, piety,

and hos])itality, a man who defended his teiTitory

against invading foes, a founder of monasteries

and churches, and a donor of chalices, a man who

was at Rome, and twice visited the city of St.

James (of Compostella in Spain), on his pilgrim-

age, died, and was interred in the monastery of

Cavan, having selected that as his burying place.

The son of Manus Maguire, i. e. Cathal Oge,

son of Cathal More, son of Gillpatrick, son of

Manus, a worthy landed proprietor, died after the

victory of extreme unction and repentance.

Manus Roe O'Donnell was killed by the sons

of Felira Riavach O'Donnell.

O'Neill entered Tirconnell in a hostile manner,

and burned and did much damage there.

O'Donnell made a hostile incursion into Tyrone,

and was accompanied by the sons of Art O'Neill

and the sons of Felim O'Neill; he committed

great dejjredations on Mac Caghwell, in Kinel

Fireadaidh, and they slew Bryan, son of Torlogh

Roe, the son of Henry O'Neill, and James, the

son of Mac Caghwell. O'Neill, with his sons,

happened to be at the time in their neighbour-

hood, and they and Mac Caghwell pursued the

prey, and slew Owen, the son of Art O'Neill,

who was along with O'Donnell, and was a dis-

tinguished commander ; O'Donnell, however, car-

ried awaythe spoils,and returned home victoriously

with great booty.

Owen O'Donnell, i. e. the son of Niall Garv,

was slain by the sons of Naghtan O'Donnell at

Cluain Laogh (in Donegal), on the 29th of Sep-

tember, and Owen Caoch, the son of Manus

O'Conor, was slain along with him, and the son

of Torlogh Carrach O'Conor was taken prisoner

on the same occasion.

Roderick, son of Roderick, son of Naghtan

O'Donnell, was killed by the sons of Niall O'Don-

nell.

O'Donnell held a conference with the sons of

Naghtan, and with Con O'Neill respectively, at

Castlefin (in Donegal), and they made peace with

each other, and the tanistship of Tirconnell was

conferred on Eignachan O'Donnell.

Redmond Riavach, the son of Dun, son of Cu-

chonacht Maguire, and Mac Gillfinnen, i. e. Teige,

the son of Bryan, a chief who kept the best house

of hospitality in his neighbourhood, died.

O'Heodhasa (O'Hosey), i. e. Aongus, son of

John, a learned poet, and Fergal Mac Keogh,

another good poet, died.

Cormac, the grandson of Art Maguire of Coole,

and Philip Riavach, the son of Awlave Maguire,

died.

Art, son of Roderick Mac Mahon, was slain in

the rere of a prey which he canned off by night in

the Fews (in Armagh), in the territory of Cu-

uladh, the son of Hugh O'Neill.

A contest arose between the sons of Hugh Roe

Mac Mahon, and the sons of Redmond Mac
Mahon, and great depredations were committed

on the sons of Redmond, and the preys were

sent into Brefney O'Reilly.

A fierce engagement was fought between the

sons of Edmond Burke, and the sons of Rickard

Burke, in which the sons of Edmond were de-

feated, and Colla, the son of Mac Dugald of Scot-

land, was slain there by the cast of a dart, together

with many others at the same time.

John Mac Gillfinnen (of Fermanagh), the son

of Bryan, and thirteen of the party of the sons of

Bryan, son of Philip Maguire, were slain at Bal-

lach-ui-Mithidhain (Ballaghameehan in Rossinver,

county of Leitrim), by the sons of O'Rourke,

namely, Tiarnan and Bryan Roe, the sons of

Tiarnan, son of Teige, the son of Tiarnan.

The English forces marched into Tyrone with

Con O'Neill, to take the castle of John Buighe

O'Neill ; the English of Meath were commanded

by the earl of Kildare, the king of England's

deputy in Ireland, and John Buighe himself was

in the castle, and he kept and maintained the

castle despite of the forces, who were obliged to

return, and John Buighe afterwards made peace

with O'Neill.

A.D. 1481.

Biyan, the son of Felim O'Reilly, a patron of

learned men, who entertained all travellers, and

who kept a house of general hospitality, died.

Torlogh, son of Philip, son of Thomas Maguire,

was treacherously killed on the 5th of October, in

his own castle, by Donogh Oge, son of Donogh,
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the son of Hugh Maguire ; he (Torlogh), was a

man highly distinguished for general hospitality,

generosity and noble deeds, and he was interred

in the monastery of Donegal, having selected that

for his burial place.

O'Hanlon (of Armagh), i. e. Felim, a distin-

guished chief for nobleness and good deeds, was

slain.

Cahir Cavanagh, the son of Mac Murrogh,

was killed by the people of the county of Wexford.

The son of Savadge, i. e. Patrick, was taken

prisoner by Con, son of Hugh Buighe (O'Neill),

who put out his eyes.

Slaine, daughter of O'Brien, the wife of Mac
William of Clanrickard, a vessel full of charity

and hospitality, one of the most accomplished

women in her time, died after having gained the

victory over the world and the devil.

Cuchonacht, son of John, son of Cuchonacht

Maguire, and Felim, son of Dunn, son of Cucho-

nacht, son of Philip, son of Hugh Roe Maguire,

died.

A great contention arose in Tyrone, between

O'Neill and Shane Buighe O'Neill ; the sons of

Art O'Neill, and the sons of Felim O'Neill, were

opposed to O'Neill in that contest, and the sons

of Art committed a depredation on the sons of

O'Neill, and the sons of O'Neill committed one

or two plunders on John Buighe ; the sons of

Shane Buighe pursvied them, and slew Hugh, son

of Cathal, son of Felim O'Conor, and the son of

Gillpatrick Mac Caghwell, with many others who
are not recorded.

Con, son of O'Neill, i. e. Henry, was taken

prisoner by the sons of Hugh Buighe O'Neill, and

was delivered by them as a hostage to O'Donnell.

James, son of Myler Mac Herbert, was killed

by Gerald, the son of Edmond Geancach Mac
Herbert.

A. D. 1482,

The image of the holy cross of Christ having

been removed and left on the banks of the lake of

Ballinculin, wrought great works and miracles.

Gillcreest O'Fiaich (O'Fea), vicar of Aire Bros-

caidh (Derrybrusk in Fermanagh), a learned eccle-

siastic, and a man who kept a house of general

hospitality for the space of a year, died.

Con, son of Hugh Buighe O'Neill, a fountain

of hospitality, and a general patron of the clergy

of Ireland and of Scotland, the chief commander

in war, and defender of the rights of his people,

and king presumptive of the province (of Ulster),

died after the victory of repentance.

Henry, son of Cu-uladh, son of Hugh, the son

of Owen O'Neill, was slain by the English,

Art, son of Donogh Maguire, died.

Maolmora, son of Cathal O'Reilly, was slain by

the sons of Hugh O'Reilly, and the sons of Hugh
having returned to the country on terms of peace,

were attacked by the sons of Cathal, who stormed

their house, and the two sons of Hugh, and the

two sons of Felim, the son of Hugh, with many

others were slain.

Brj'an, son of Felim O'Neill, was killed by the

son of Con, the son of Hugh Buighe, and by the

tribe of Henry Aimhreidh (O'Neill), and Bryan

was a man distinguished for hospitality and gene-

rosity, and for purchasing poems and other com-

positions.

Donogh Oge, the son of Donogh Maguire, by

whom Torlogh, the son of Philip Maguire had

been slain, was killed himself by the cast of a dart.

Murrogh, son of Teige, the son of Cathal Oge

Mac Rannall, was killed by the tribe of Ai-t

O'Rourke.

Dermod, the son of Loghlin Oge O'Hanley,

heir to the chieftaincy of Kinel Doffa, was, along

with his kinsmen, treacherously slain by the tribe

of Gillananeev O'Hanley, in violation of the oath

taken on the relick of Connaught, and the sureties

of some of the chiefs of that province.

Roderick Buighe O'Hanley, chief of Kinel

Doffa, died after having spent a good long life,

and Teige, his brother, suceeded him.

Roderick Mac Dermott, lord of Moylurg (in

Roscommon), and Teige Mac Rannall, lord of

Conmaicne Moyrein (in Leitrim), marched with

a hostile force into Kinel Doffa (against the

O'Hanleys), for having violated their compact,

and they burned the house of O'Hanley, and

Donogh, son of Siacus CaiTach, and the son of

Conor, the grandson of Cormac, but they were

however routed and pursued by the people of the

country as far as Ballinafad, where Felim Fionn

O'Conor came up, and prevented their flight.

Bryan Oge, son of Bryan, son of Cathal Duv
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O'Conor, was slain by the tribe of Teige O'Conor,

at Cuireach-an-aragail.

Art O'Conor gave Oliver Plunket a defeat at

Ath-na-gceanaidh, in which he slew many of his

people, and took Oliver himself prisoner.

Donal, the son of Roderick O'Conor, lord of

Corcomroe of Ninas (in Clare), died, and was suc-

ceeded by his brother Dermod.

Felim, son of Felim O'Conor of Corcomroe, was

treacherously killed by the sons of Conor O'Conor.

Carbry, the son of O'Conor Roe (of Roscom-

mon), a brave and warlike man, heir to the lord-

ship of the tribe of O'Conor Roe, died.

Erai'd O'Maolconry, chief professor of history

and poetry in Siol Murray (Roscommon), a man
learned in the Latin and Irish, died, after having

gained the victory over the world and the devil,

and was interred at Elphin ; he was succeeded in

the office by Siodhraidh O'Maolconry.

Murtogh Mac Clancy, the intended chief pro-

fessor (Brehon) of Thomond, and Cosnamhach,

the son of Conor Oge Mac Clancy, died.

Hugh, son of Carbry O'Conor, was killed by a

party of his own people.

A. D. 1483.

Rossa, the son of Thomas Oge Maguire, bishop

of Clogher, a man distinguished for wisdom and

piety, and who kept a general house of hospitality

for all persons, died, and was interred in the

church of Aghalurcher (in Fermanagh), accord-

ing to his own selection.

Mahon O'Griobhtha (O'Griflfa), bishop of Kil-

laloe, a fountain of hospitality and of wisdom, died,

and was interred in the monastery of the canons

at Corcobaiscne (in Clare) with due honours.

Donogh, son of O'Kelly, and O'Ferrall, i. e.

Cumara, died.

Con O'Neill was ransomed by his father and

kinsmen from O'Donnell and from the Claneboy

(O'Neills), and the same Con was afterwards

inaugurated lord of Tyrone by the consent of his

father, and of the people of Tyrone in general.

A great contest arose between O'Donnell, i. e.

Hugh Roe, and O'Neill. Con O'Donnell collected

the forces of Tirconnell and of North Connaught,

and Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh Buighe O'Neill,

marched with all his forces and joined him ; they
then proceeded along in battle array, in defiance

of all enemies, on their way until they arrived at

Traighbally of Dundalk, which they plundered
and burned, and also the surrounding country.

The lord justice, i. e. Gerald (Fitzgerald), son of
Thomas, earl of Kildare, went in pursuit of them
with a great army of the English, and overtook

them ; but, however, they bravely opposed that

great pursuing force, and defeated them, and a

great many of the English were slain. On their

own side, Mac Quillan, and the son of Torlogh

Carrach O'Conor, were killed. O'Donnell after

that marched with his forces to the town of Louth,

which he burned, and he received presents and
payment from the inhabitants for protecting and
sparing their town. O'Donnell returned back, and
parted Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh Buighe, who
proceeded to Glenree (near Newry), to attack

Trian Congail (in Down) ; he himself (O'Donnell)

on his return through Tyrone, spoiled and burned
the country in every direction through which he
passed, until he arrived at Avonmore (the great

river, probably the Blackwater). His forces cut

and cleared their way through very dense and im-

passable woods, which were along the banks of

Avonmore, so as to make a free and easy pass

for his forces through the woods ; he then com-
manded his men to construct strong wooden
bridges (or passes) across the river, by which the

whole of his forces, both foot and horse, crossed

the stream, without either a man or horse being

drowned ; after which they let the bridge down
the stream, and their enemies could do nothing

but behold them from the opposite side, and

O'Donnell then returned home with triumph and

victory.

O'Donnell marched with another force against

John, the son of Philip Maguire, and carried off

great preys and booty, and Donal O'Neill, on the

following day, committed another depredation on

the same John.

Art, son of Con, son of Calvach O'Conor (O'Co-

nor Faily), defeated Con, son of Art, the son of Con
O'Melaghhn, in which the two sons of Roderick

Carrach O'Carroll, and many others, were slain.

O'Cianain (O'Keenan), i. e. Roderick, chief his-

torian to Maguire, died.

Conor Oge Mac Clancy, chief professor of Tho-
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mond, a highly accomplished man in literature and

poetrj', died, and was succeeded by Hugh Mac
Clancy.

Conor Mac Brehon (or the son of the Brehon),

the intended chief professor of Muintir Maolruain,

died, after a long suffering.

Edward V.' was proclaimed king of England on

the 19th of April, and he reigned two months and

eighteen days.

Richard HI. was proclaimed king of England

on tlie 22nd of June.

A.D. 1484.

Nicholas Weston, bishop of Derry, died (see

A.D. 1474).

John O'Fairceallaidh (O'FaiTelly), one of the

canons of the people of Dromleathan (Dromlane,

in the county of Cavan), and Bryan O'Farrelly,

the priest who commenced erecting a Cloch Ang-

coire (a stone cell for anchorites or a hermitage),

at the gi-eat church of Dromlane, died.

Niall, the son of the coarb Mac Mahon (of

Clones, in Monaghan), died, on his retm-ning

from Rome.
Redmond Mac Mahon, lord of Oriel, died while

imprisoned at Drogheda.

James, the son of Redmond Tyrrell, lord of

Fertulach (in Westmeath), died.

Donogh O'Kelly, tanist of Hy Maine, died after

a long suffering.

The son of O'Conor Faily, i. e. Murrogh, son of

Cahir, son of Con, son of the Calvach, was slain

with the cast of a javelin by the sons of Edmond
Darcy, in Crioch-na-gceadach (in Westmeath).

Teige, son of AVilliam, son of Hugh, son of Biyan

O'Kelly, was slain by Bryan O'Kelly, his own bro-

ther, and by William O'Murray, his foster-brother,

who were hanged by O'Kelly for their crimes.

A.D. 1483.

1. Edward V. and Richard III.—King Edward IV. died at

Westminster on tlie !)tli of Apiil, A.D 1483, in the 42nd year of

liis age, and was succeeded by his son Edward, prince of Wales,

as King Edward V. Edward on the death of his father was only

in the 12tb year of his-age, and his iincle Richard, duke of Glou-

cester, was appointed Protector of the kingdom , but, aspiring to

the crown, he bad the young king, together with his brother Ri-

chard, duke of York, then only in the fifth year of his age, con-

veyed to the Tower, where he had them put to death. King
Edward V. reigned but two months and sixteen days, being killed

on the "20th of June, 1483. On the murder of his two nephews,

Richard, duke of Gloucester, had himself proclaimed king, as

Richard III., on the 2Gth of June, 1483, according to Sir Harris

Hugh, son of Bryan, the son of Bryan Ballacli

O'Conor, was slain by the tribe of Teige

O'Conor.

Donal Mac Gorman (of Clare), a relative of

O'Brien, a man who kept a house of general hos-

pitaUty, the most wealthy possessor of live stock

(grazier), died.

Hugh, son of Bryan O'Brien, and his wife

Sabina, the daughter of Teige O'Conor, died.

Roderick Oge, the son of Roderick Buighe

O'Hanley, died.

Malachy, the son of Conor O'Gormley, and

Conor, his brother, were killed by the sons of

Owen, the son of NiaU O'Donnell.

Bryan Roe, the son of Cathal, son of Owen,

son of John O' Reilly, died.

A great contest arose between O'Neill, i. e. Con,

the son of Henry, and O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe,

and much damage was done by both parties.

Gillpatrick, the son of Maguire, i. e. Edmond,

the son of Thomas Oge, was treacherously killed

by his five brothers, Don, John, Edmond, Art

Carrach, and Hugh, at the altar of the church of

Aghalurcher. It was on that account two Ma-
guires were nominated, namely, John, son of

Philip, the son of Thoinas More Maguire, and

Thomas, son of Thomas Oge, the son of Thomas

More. John proceeded with a force against the

sons of Donogh, the sons of Thomas Maguire,

namely, Philip and Felim, and Gillpatrick, son of

Thomas, son of Donogh, and the son of Felim,

son of Donogh Maguire, with many others, were

slain by him ; Mac Giollaruaidh (Mac Gilroy),

namely, Bryan, the son of Donal, the two sons of

Mac Donnell of Clankelly, namely, Cormac and

Art, and many others, were taken prisoners. On
a Friday, being the 13th of the Kalends of Sep-

tember, that affair took place, and Maguire, i. e.

John, returned that day with victory and booty.

Nicfiolas's chronology ; but the usurper's reign was very short,

his forces being defeated, and himself slain at the battle of Bos-

wortb, on Monday, il2nd of August, 1485, by Henry, earl of

Richmond, who became king, as Henry VII.

Lords Lieutenant.—Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, acted

as lord deputy in the reign of Edward V., and on the death of

Edward, King Richard III. nominated his own son Edward, prince

of Wales, then only in the 10th year of his age, as lord lieutenant

of Ireland, and the earl of Kildare was continued to act as lord

deputy. On the death of Edward, son of King Richard, in 1484,

Jolm de la Pole, earl of Lincoln, nephew of King Edward IV., was
appointed lord lieutenant, but did not come to Ireland, and the

earl of Kildare still continued as lord deputy.
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Flaherty, son of Thomas, son of Philip Maguire,

was killed by Thomas Oge, son of Thomas Oge,

the son of Thomas More, by the cast of a dart, at

the port of Airidh Broscaidh (Derrybrusk, in Fer-

managh).

Tlie battle ofMona Ladhraidhe (in Fermanagh),

was gained by the sons of Edmond Maguire, against

the sons of Bryan, the son of Philip Maguke, in

which were slain the three sons of Bryan, namely,

Cathal, Cuchonacht, and Edmond, and also Hugh,

son of Art, the son of Owen O'Neill ; Owen, son

ofTorlogh, son of Philip of the Battle-axe Maguire,

along with his son Torlogh ; Redmond, son of Gil-

bert, the son of Cormac O'Flanagan, and many
others ; and the following were taken prisoners,

Philip, son of Torlogh, the son of Philip Maguire

;

Philip, son of Brj-an, the son of Philip Maguire
;

and Gillpatrick, son of Cathal Oge, the son of

Manus Maguire, &c. ; the total loss was twenty

slain, and ten made prisoners.

A.D. 1485.

Nicholas O'Grady, the coarb of Tuaim Greine

(abbot of Tomgraney in Clare), a man of charity

and hospitality, and the twelfth freeman of Lime-

rick, died.

Donogh Mac Cullen, erenach of Berach, a man
who kept a house of general hospitality, died.

Owen Caoch, i. e., O'Conor Don, the son of

Felim O'Conor, a man of prosperity and valour,

died, after a long suffering ; and Hugh, the son of

Hugh O'Conor, was nominated lord as his suc-

cessor.

Ulick Burke, lord of Clanrickard, heir to the

earl of Ulster, a general entertainer of the learned

of Ireland, died, and his son Ulick succeeded him
;

and he mai-ched with a force into the plain of

Connaught, and into Hy Maine, where he spoiled

and burned the corn and towns, and demolished

the castle of Tulsk, and the prison.

Roderick, the son of Bryan Ballach O'Conor,

was killed by the tribe of Teige O'Conor.

Sile, daughter of Mac Jordan, the wife of Rick-

ard Burke, the most exalted woman in Connaught,

died.

Hugh Oge, son of Hugh Buighe, son of Bryan

Ballach O'Neill, lord of Trian Congail (Upper and

Lower Claneboy, in Down and Antrim), having

gone on a predatory incursion into Lecale, was

overtaken by the English, and slain by the cast of

a dart, (or shot of an arrow).

O'SuUivan Beara (of the county of Cork), i. e.,

Donal; O'Conor ofCorcomroe ; and O'Conor Ker-

ry and his wife, died.

O'Boyle, i. e., Torlogh (of Donegal), having re-

signed his lordship, was succeeded by his son Niall.

A great commotion arose between the Tircon-

nellians and Tyronians. The clan of Art O'Neill,

i. e. Niall, and his kinsmen, joined O'Donnell, and

the clan of Naghtan O'Donnell, i. e., Eignaghan,

with his kinsmen, joined O'Neill. O'Donnell

marched with his forces into Muintir Luinidh (the

Munterloney mountains, in Tyrone), for the cattle

and people of Naghtan were there : O'Neill, i. e.

Con, was encamped in Munterloney, and the clan

of Naghtan were with him, protecting the country

and the people ; they did not, however, perceive

O'Donnell, until he had committed great depre-

dations and plunders, and he marched by the

camp of O'Neill, and of the clan of Naghtan, and

carried away the prey to his own country without

sustaining the least injury.

Hugh Oge, son of Hugh Roe, son of Roderick,

son of Ardgal Mac Mahon, was appointed lord of

Oriel.

The town of Cu-uladh, the son of Hugh O'Neill,

was burned by Bryan of the Wood, the son of

Owen O'Neill ; and the land and town of the

same Bryan were burned on the following day, in

retaliation, by Cu-uladh, aided by the sons of

Redmond, the son of Roderick Mac Mahon,

namely, Glaisne and Bryan, and by the son of

Mac Mahon Oge, namely Gillpatrick.

The clan of Maolmora, of the Mullagh (parish

of Mullagh, county of Cavan), were expelled from

their estate, and the sons of Glaisne O'Reilly

settled in their country after them, and erected a

castle there; they (the tribe of Maolmora), ob-

tained the aid of the earl of Kildare, namely,

Gerald, the son of Thomas (then the lord deputy

of Ireland), against the sons of Glaisne ; and they

took from them fifteen folds of cows as a prey ;

and Gillaisa, the son of Glaisne, was made

prisoner on that occasion.

Felim, son of Glaisne, the son of Conor

O'Reilly, died of the plague.

O'Reilly, i. e. Torlogh, the son of John, son

of Owen, entered Tullaghaw (in the county of

2 E
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Cavan), and burned the town of Mac Gauran,

namely, Felim, and also the town of Donogh,

his brother ; Mac Gauran and his kinsmen

went in pursuit of their forces on the following

day, and they slew and made prisoners sixteen of

them, and took two hundred horses from them.

Mac Donnell( of Antrim), i. e. Colla, the con-

stable of the galloglasses of O'Neill, died.

Redmond, son of Glaisne, son of Redmond Mac
Mahon, entered the English settlements of the

plain of Oriel (in Louth), and slew John, the son

of Taaffe ; Con, the son of Manus O'Condalaidh

(O'Connolly), the son of Cormac O'Connolly, and

the son of Mac Ardgail (Mac ArdsiU), were slain

on his side, and he and his people lost upwards

of twenty horses ; Cahir, son of Irial, the son of

Philip, and Owen, son of James, the son of Eochy

More Mac Mahon, were taken prisoners; but

Owen afterwards made his escape.

Art-an-Bhogain, the son of O'Conor Faily, i. e.

Con, was killed by his brother Cahir, son of Con,

the son of Calvach, with the cast of a dart.

A. D. 1485.

1. King Henry VII. On the death of Richard III., as already

mentioned, at the battle of Boswortli, Henry Tudor, earl of Rich-

mond, was proclaimed king, as Henry VII., on the 22nd of Au-
gust, 1485. Richard was tlie la?t king of the Honseof York, and
Henry was maternally descended from the House of Lancaster

througli John of Gaunt, duke of Lancastei', and paternally from
Sir Owen Tudor, or ap Theodore, a Welsh nohleman, wiio was a

descendant of the ancient Britisli princes of Wales. Sir Owen Tudor
was married to queen Catherine, relict of king Henry V of Eng-
land, and daughter of king Charles VI. of France, and from him
were descended the sovereigns of the House of Tudor, the first of

whom was Henry VII., and the others were his son Henry VIII.,

and liis children Edward VI., Mary, and Elizabeth. Henry VII.

married Elizabeth, daughter of king Edward IV., and thus united

the white and red roses, or rival Houses of York and Lancaster,

who had so long contended for the crown.

Lords Lieutenant.—In 1485, John de la Pole, earl of Lincoln,

was continued as lord lieutenant, but did not come to Ireland ; and

Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, still acted as lord deputy. In

1491, Jasper Tudor, earl of Pembroke and duke of Bedford, uncle

of king Henry VII., was appointed lord lieutenant, but did not

come to Ireland, and the earl of Kildare was contimied lord de-

puty. In 14!)2, Walter Fitzsinion, archbishop of Dublin, a.id

chancellor of Ireland, was appointed lord deputy, and in 149.3 Ro-
bert Preston, viscount Gormanstown, and his son, William Preston,

were appointed lords deputies to the duke of Bedford. In 1494,

sir Edward Poynlngs was appointed lord deputy to the duke of

Bedford, and held a parliament at Drogheda, wherein was passed the

Act called Poynings' .\ct, which took away the independence of

the Irish parliaments, making all their acts subordinate to the par-

liament of England. In 1495 Poynings departed from Ireland, and
Henry Dean, bishop of Bangor in Wales, and chancellor of Ireland,

was appointed lord justice. In 14!)() Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of

Kildare, was appointed lord lieutenant, and in 1498 and 1501,

Henry, duke of York, afterwards king Henry VIII., was nominated

lord lieutenant, but he did not come to Ireland, and the earl of Kil-

dare acted as lord deputy ; and in 1503 M^altcr Fitzsiraon, arch-

bishop of Dublin, was again lord deputy. In 1504, Gerald Fitzge-

The young sons of Edmond Maguire, namely,

Hugh, Art, and Gillaisa, and the sons of Torlogh

Maguire, namely, Teige, Philip, and theGilla Duv,

committed depredations on Donal, son of Gillpa-

trick, son of Edmond Maguire ; Donal himself

was slain, in pursuit of the prey, by Malachy Mac
Geibheanaigh (Mac Gevanny), and the same Ma-
lachy was immediately after slain in that ])lace.

Maguire, i. e. John, committed depredations in

Miodhbolg (near the Erne river, in Fermanagh),

on the sons of Donogh, the son of Hugh Maguire,

and on the Clan Mac Ualgarg, on two different

occasions in one week.

Gillpatrick O'Higgin (of ^^'estmeath), son of

Bryan, son of Malachy, a man who kept a general

house of hospitality both for rich and poor, died.

O'Cuirnin (of Leitrim), namely, Athairne, died.

Henry VIL' was proclaimed king of England,

on the 22nd of August.

A. D. 1486.

The monastery of friars minor, de obsei'vantia,

raid, earl of Kildare, was appointed lord lieutenant, which office he

held till bis death in 1513. The above accounts have been collected

from Ware, from Borlase's Reduction of Ireland, from Lodge's

Peerage, and other authorities.

Pretenders to the Cron'n.—The attempts made by the mock
princes, Lambert Simnel, and Perkin Warbeck, who were set up

as claimants to the crown of England in the reign of Henry VII.,

are curious events connected with Irish history. The adherents of

the House of York, and Margaret duchess of Burgundy, who was

sister of king Edward IV., set up a youth about sixteen years of

age, named Lambert Simnel, who was the son of a baker or shoe-

maker, but of very handsome person and elegant accoraplisliments,

and was educated at O.xford ; he personated Edward, earl of War-
wick, son of George, the deceased duke of Clarence, and brother

of Edward IV. ; and to support tlie claims of this pretender to the

crown of England against Henry VII., the duchess of Burgundy,

and her adherents, sent over to Ireland, along with Simnel, '2000

Germans, or Belgians, according to some accounts, commanded by
Martin Swart, which forces landed in Dublin in the month of

May, A. D. 1486. The earl of Kildare, then lord deputy, and the

greater part of the English nobility in Ireland, countenanced the

claims of Simnel to the crown, believing him to be the earl of War-
wick, and had him crowned in Christ Church, Dublin, with all

possilde honours, as king Edward VI., the crown used for that

purpose being a diadem taken from the statue of the Virgin Mary,
in the church of St. Mary les Dames, in Dublin, still preserved in

the Carmelite chapel in Whitefriar-street ; the coronation sermon
was preached by John Payne, bishop of Meath, and Simnel, being

proclaimed king, was carried through the streets from Christ

Cliurch to the Castle, on the shoulders ofDarcyof Flatten, in

Sleath, a man of gigantic stature. The adherents ofSimnel having

collected their forces in England to oppose king Henry, and War-
tin Swart, with Ids two thousand Germans or Belgians, joined l)y

six thousand of the Irish, under the lords Thomas and Maurice

Fitzgerald, proceeded to England to assist them, but Simnel's

combined forces were defeated in a great battle at Stoke, near

Newark in Nottingham, on the banks of the river Trent, in the

month of June, 1487, by the English army, commanded by king

Henry in person, and after a fierce engagement, in which the Irisli
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at Kilcullen,(in Kildare,)was founded on the banks

of the rivei- Liffey, by Roland, the son of sir Ed-

ward Eustace.

The prior of Maothla (Mohill, in Leitrim),

namely, Fergal, son of Robert Mac Rannall, died.

Philip, son of the coarb Mac Mahon, i. e.

James, son of Roderick, son of Ardgal, a canon of

the chapter of Clogher, abbot of Clones, parson of

Dartry, &c., died.

A general chapter (or synod) of the province of

(Ulster), was held in the beginning of July, at

Droicheat-Atha (Droghcda), by the archbishop of

Armagh, namely, Octavianus Italicus,' which was

attended by all the bishops and clergy of the north

of Ireland.

Roderick Mac Dermott, i. e. the son of Roderick

Caoch, lord of Moylurg, Airteach, and Tir Tua-

thail (in Roscommon), died of a short sickness in

the church of Lough-na-ngasasan, in Clan Cahil

Mac Murray ; and Conor, son of Cormac, son of

Tomaltach the Hospitable, was inaugurated his

successor.

Cumara Mac Namara was boastfully killed by
the sons of Donogh Mac Namara.

Teige, son of Cathal Oge Mac Rannall, the full

chief of Muintir Eoluis, an accomplished man,

distinguished for hospitality and feats of arms,

died, after gaining the victoiy over the world and

the devil, and was buried in Fenagh.

Teige O'Mulvey, the heir to the chieftaincy of

Muintir Carrolan (in Leitrim), was kUled by the

sons of Malachy Mac Rannall, and by the sons of

Maolroona Mac Rannall.

Owen, son of Ir, was taken prisoner by the sons

of Maolroona Mac Rannall, and the sons of Teige

forces and Germans fought with great hravery for a longtime, they

were at length overcome by the superior numbers of the English,

and four thousand of them slain, and in the battle also fell Martin

Swart, and the lords Thomas and Maurice Fitzgerald, with many
other commanders. Simnel was taken prisoner, and, in derision,

made a turnspit in the royal kitchen, but was afterwards promoted

to the ortice of falconer to the king.

Perkht. or Peter Wnrbeck, the son of a converted Jew, of

Tourney, in Flanders, but long a resident in London, was, in the

year 14S13, also set up by the duchess of Burgundy iind her adhe-

rents, as another claimant to the crown, and instructed to personate

Richard, duke of York, son of king: F.dward IV., who it was said

had escaped from the tower, though he had been put to death there

by king Richard III. The mock prince Perkin was, however, be-

lieved by many of the nobiity to be the duke of York, and they

supported his claims to the crown ; he came to Ireland, and landed

at Cork in 1403, under the name of Richard Plantagenet, and being

a young man of very prepossessing person and accomplishments, he

and his retinue were well received, and he was believed to be a legiti-

O'Mulvey were slain, and also the son of William

Mac Manus, with many others.

Malachy and Roderick, the sons of Mac Donogh
of Tirerrill, namely, Teige, son of Bryan, each of

whom was a lawful representative of the chief-

taincy of Tirerrill, were killed by the sons of Donal

Cam, and the sons of Roderick Mac Donogh.

O'Donnell marched with an immense force into

Connaught, and Mac William of Clanrickard, with

another great force to oppose him ; and after they

had met, they made peace and mutual agreement.

Felim Fionn O'Conor joined those forces, and

made his submission to O'Donnell on behalf of his

territories and chieftains ; the peace of Siol Mur-
ray (Roscommon), was confirmed on that occasion,

and the son of Felim Fionn was taken as a hostage

for himself by O'Donnell ; and he took him with

him into Tirconnell, by the advice of Mac William

of Clanrickard.

The people of Mac Rannall gained a victory at

Moin Lesg (in Leitrim), against the sons of

O'Rourke and the tribe of Cathal Roe, in which

Malachy Oge, the son of Malachy Mac Cabe,

was slain, a man who bore the greatest name as a

commander of galloglasses of his age in Leath

Cuinn (the northernhalf of Ireland).

The sons of John, the son of the prior, were

plundered ; and one of the sons, namely, Gill-

creest, was slain by the tribe of Malachy Mac
Rannall.

Neide O'Maolconry, the patron of the churches

of Ireland, died, a man who had made the

estimable asseveration, that he would constantly

supply all visitors with bread and butter.

O'Donnell marched with his forces into Tyraw-

mate heir to the crown of England. Warbeck was shortly after

invited tothecourtof France,and received there with greathonours
;

he came to Ireland a second time in 14!).5, and landed at Cork,

but soon after proceeded to Scotland, where he was well received

by king James IV., whog.avehim in marriage his relative Catherine

Gordon, a lady of remarkable beauty, and daughter of the earl of

Huntley. Warbeck came a third time to Ireland in the year 1497,

accompanied by bis consort, and landed at Cork, where he was

joined by Maurice Fitzgerald, earl of Desmond, at the head of 2400

men, and they laid siege to Waterford, but their forces being de-

feated, Warbeck went to England, where be was joined by some

adherents ; and having been at length taken prisoner, in 1499, he

was confined in the Tower , hut attempting to escape, he was tried

for high treason, and, together with his friend John Waters, mayor

of Cork, hanged at Tyburn.

A.D. 1480.

1. Octnv'wnus Ifaliciis, or Octavian the Italian, was Octavian

de Palatio, by birth a Florentine, then archbishop of Armagh.

2 R t>
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ley, and Mac William Eighter went to oppose him
;

a battle ensued, in which upwards of one hundred

of Mac AA'illiam's party were slain, and John Mac
Jordan, Click, son of Rickard Burke, son of Tho-

mas, and many others were taken prisoners.

John, the son of the j^rior Mac Rannall (of Mo-

hill), died.

The Barry More (of Cork), i. e. John, the most

worthy young man of the English of Ireland, was

killed on Christmas day, by Donogh Oge Mac

Carthy, lord of Ealla (Duhallowin Cork), he having

gone to plunder him.

Gerald, the son of the earl of Desmond, died.

Felim, son of Carbry O'Conor, and Anthony,

the son of John Carrach Mac Brannan, died.

Donogh, son of Cormac, son of Matthew, and

Hugh, the son of Roderick Duv, son of Matthew,

were killed by the sons of Malachy Mac Rannall.

Teige Caoch, the son of William O'Kelly, the

second lord over Hy Maine, died in the habit of the

third order (of Franciscans).

Sile, daughter of Hugh, the son of William

O'Kelly, the wife of O'Madden, died.

Loghlin, son of Giolla Claon O'Hanley ; Teige,

son of Hugh, son of Bryan O'Beirne ; and Mala-

chy, son of Derniod Mac Rannall, died.

Owen, son of Loghlin O'Rourke, the expectant

lord of Brefnej', died.

James, the grandson of Richard Butler, the earl

of Ormond's representative, died.

Breasal and Derraod, the sons of Murtogh

O'Madden, were treacherously killed by Cobh-

thach O'Madden, their own brother.

Raghnailt, the daughter of John Mac Namara,

the wife of Torlogh, son of Teige O' Brien, lord of

East Thomond, died.

Gillananeev ( O'Ferrall), the son of Donal, son

of Murtogh Midheach, lord of Calaidh of Annally,

died at an advanced age.

Teige Mac Egan, chief professor of the people

of Annaly, was disgracefully slain by the tribe of

L-ial O'FeiTall.

Flann, the son of Flann O'Donnellan, died.

Bryan, son of Roderick, son of Ardgal Mac
INL'ihon, lord of Dartry (in Monaghan), was killed

by the English of the plain of Oriel.

Donal Oge, the son of Mac Artan (in the county

of Down), a man distinguished for his hospitality,

died.

John Buighe, the son of Owen, son of Niall

O'Neill, died.

Donogh, son of Thomas, son of Fergal Mac
Gauran, died.

Twenty-eight towns belonging to the English

of the plain of Oriel (county of Louth), were

burned by Mac Mahon, namely, Hugh Oge, son

of Hugh Roe, the son of Roderick.

O'Neill, i. e. Con, the son of Henry, marched

with a force before Samhain (November), into the

plain of Oriel, and burned and spoiled a great deal.

Bryan, son of Edmond, son of Roderick Mac
Mahon, committed great depredations on Edmond,
the son of Thomas Oge, and his sons, at Cuil-na-

noirer ; and Edmond Oge, the son of Edmond,
was slain by him at DoireCeanainn (in Monaghan).

Edmond, the son of Thomas Greannagh, son of

Dunn, son of Philip of the Battle-axe Maguire died

;

and his other brother Owen, the son of Thomas
Greannach, Manus, son of Muldoon, and Rode-

rick, son of Conor, son of Dunn Maguire, were

slain at Bally-an-Oircacht (in Fermanagh),by Felim,

the son of Donogh Maguire, in a nocturnal attack.

Caitilin (Catherine), daughter of O'Ferrall,

namely, Donal Buighe, son of Donal, son of John,

the wife of the son of Manus Maguire, i. e. Cath-

al Oge, the son of Cathal More, died

Art Roe, son of Gillpatrick, son of Edmond
Maguire, was killed with the cast of a dart by the

sons of Torlogh, son of Philip Maguire.

Hugh, son of Niall, son of Hugh, son of Owen
O'Neill, died.

Edmond Oge, the son of Edmond, son of Cu-

uladh O'Neill, and Coi-mac, son of Art Carrach,

the son of Malachy O'Neill, died.

The sons of Maguire, i. e. Edmond, namely,

Hugh and Art Carrach, were ransomed ; and their

father resigned his lordship on the same day, in

favour of John, the son of Philip Maguire.

Donn Maguu-e, the son of Edmond, son of

Thomas Oge, was treacherously killed in the door-

way of the church of Aghalurcher, by the sons of

Thomas Oge Maguire, namely, Thomas, Conor,

and Roderick, aided by the sons of Flahtrty, the

son of Thomas Oge, namely, Gillpatrick, Cucho-

nacht, and Bryan Crosach.

A.D. 1487.

Malachy, the son of Murrogh O'Flanagan, dean
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of Elphin, died, and was succeeded by Thomas
O'Heidigein.

Teige, son of Biyan, son of Awlave Maguire,

who was first a parson of Botha (Bohoe in Fer-

managh), and vicar of Cillaisre (parish of Killesher,

county of Fermanagh), died.

Bryan O'Corcran, vicar of Cleenish, and Dennis

Mac Gillcoisgly, erenach and vicar of Deriybrusk

(both in Fermanagh), died.

O'MelaghUn, i. e. Laigneach, the son of Cure,

lord of Clan Colman (in Westmeath) was killed

by Con, son of Art, son of Con, son of Cormac
Ballach O'Melaghhn.

O'Reilly, i. e. Torlogh, son of John, son of

Owen, died of a sudden fit, in his own castle at

Tullach Mongain (TuUymongan, over the town of

Cavan), on the first day of September ; and his

son, John, was nominated the O'Reilly.

Brj'an, son of Bryan Ballach, the son of Hugh,
son of Felim O'Conor, a legitimate representative

of the king of Connaught, died.

Hugh, son of Roderick, son of Bryan O'Conor,

died.

Siodhraidh O'Maolconry, chiefprofessor of Siol

Murray (Roscommon), the most learned and

agreeable of the men of Ireland, died ; and two

chiefs of the tribe were appointed his successors,

namely, Donal, and Maolconry, the son of Torna.

Maurice, the son of Loghlin O'Maolconiy, chief

professor of his own art, died in Tirconnell, after

a long suffering, and after the victory ofrepentance,

and was interred at Donegal.

Donal O'Dugan, and his wife, the daughter of

O'Maolconry, died.

O'Maolfalaidh (O'Mulally), the most eminent

man for wisdom in Hy Maine, died.

The earl of Desmond (James Fitzgerald), was

treacherously killed by his own people at RathGaola

(Rathkeale, county of Limerick), at the instigation

of his brother John ; but John and all the murder-

ers were expelled by Maurice, the son of the earl.

William, son of Hugh, son of Bryan O'Kelly,

lord of Hy Maine, was treacherously taken prison-

er by his own kinsmen, and died in his chains

:

A.D. 1487

1 . The shot of a hnll. This appears to have been a shot by tire-

arms, and is the first time they are mentioned in these Annals.

According to the Annals of Dublin, in Petti^rew and Oulton's

Directory, compiled from the most accurate authorities, the first

and two lords were nominated to succeed him,

namely, Malachy, son of Hugh, son of Brj^an, and
Donogh, the son of Breasal O'KeUy.
Hugh, son of Donogh O'Kelly, was killed by

Malachy, the son of William O'Kelly.

Conor, son of Teige Caoch O'Kelly, was trea-

cherously taken prisoner by Teige, the son of

Malachy O'Kelly.

Cathal Duv, the son of Donal, son of Owen
O'Conor, was killed by the Costelloes, he having

gone to plunder them; and his other brother,

Calvach Caoch, triumphantly carried off the prey.

Donal O'Conor went on a hostile incursion into

Leitir Mac Philip (in Mayo), but a party of his

people were defeated, and two sons of Donal, son

of Bryan Mac Donogh, and many of their chiefs

and people, were slain.

Bryan Roe, son ofTiarnan, son of Teige, son of

Tiarnan O'Rourke, tanist of Brefney, was slain

with the cast of a dart by the son of O'Rourke,

namely, Owen, the son of Fehm, son of Donogh,
sonofTiernan Oge. O'Donnell, i.e. Hugh Roe,

ha\-ing, in consequence of his death, marched into

Brefney, encamped before the town of O'Rourke,

i. e. the castle of Cairthe (castle of Glencar), which

he took, and slew three of O'Rourke's people; and

Brj-an, the son of Cathal, son ofTiarnan O'Rourke,

was also killed by Geotfi-ey, the son of Hugh
Gallda O'Donnell, by the shot of a ball.' O'Don-
nell then demolished the castle, and he expelled

O'Rourke, i.e. Felim, out of his territory into Fer-

m.anagh; O'Donnell afterwardspermittedO'Rourke

to return to his estate, restored peace among the

men of Brefney, and compelled the country to re-

build the castle.

Maokoona, the son of Teige ilac Dermott, was

treacherously taken prisoner on the island of the

Trinity (at Boyle) by Tomaltach, the son of Rode-

rick Mac Dermott, and the son of Bryan Mac
Dermott was slain there.

Alexander (Mac Donnell), the son of Colla, son

of Torlogh, and a number of the chiefs of his gal-

loglasses, were slain by the sons of Roderick Mac
Dermott.

muskets, or fire-arms, seen in Ireland, were hronght to Dublin

from Germany, in the year 14^0, and presented to Gerald Fitz-

serald, earl of Kihiare, then lord deputy; and he put those mus-
kets iuto the hands of his guards, as they stood sentinels before his

house in Thomas-street, Dublin.
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John, son of the erenach, chief of his own
tribe, a man who kept a house of general hos-

pitality ; and the erenach of St. Patrick, at Elphin,

died.

Hugh, son of Philip Roe Mac Namara, (of

Clare), a brave and warlike man, died.

John Duv Mac Costello, lord of Slieve Lugha
(in Mayo), died, and two lords were nominated to

succeed him, namely, William, son of Edmond of

the Plain, his own brother, and Jordan, the son of

Philip Mac Costello.

John, son of Conor Mac Egan, chief professor

of Clanrickard, and Hugh, son of Bryan, son of

Fergal Roe O'Higgin, died.

Cahir Mac Coghlan was treacherously killed by

his brother's son, Fingin Roe.

Edmond, son of Rickard Burke, was treache-

rously taken prisoner by the Barretts, but was for-

tunately rescued by his own kinsmen.

O'Donnell marched with a force into Brefney

O'Rourke, and the motive of his marching thither

was, that O'Rourke, namely, Felim, the son of

Donogh, son of Tiarnan, and his town, were

treacherously taken by his own kinsmen. O'Don-

nell, on entering Brefney, encamped before the

town, i. e. the castle of Cairthe (Glencar, in Lei-

trim), which he ultimately took, after besieging it

for a considerable time ; and Tiarnan Duv, son of

Donogh, son of Tiarnan Oge, was slain by O'Don-
nell on that occasion ; and he kept O' Rourke,

namely, FeUm, in possession of the castle of Glen-

car, and established peace among the men of Bref-

ney ; and O'Rourke instituted a defensive tribute

for O'Donnell, and his successors in Brefney.

Tiarnan Oge O'Rourke, tanist of Brefney, was

slain by the sons of Maolroona Mac Rannall, and

the sons of Roderick Mac Dermott, at Ucht-na-

Nengadh. Hugh Roe O'Donnell marched with

his forces into Moylurg, where he destroyed corn,

and burned many castle towns ; he bm-ned and

demolished the castle of the sons of Roderick Mac
Dermott, i. e. Bally-na-Huamha (in Roscommon).

O'Donnell himself, with a chosen party of his men,

proceeded from his camp privately on that night,

and committed great dej)redations at Doire Chua.

Felim Fionn O'Conor, i. e. the son of Teige, son

ofTorlogh Roe, joined O'Donnell on that occasion,

and concluded a lasting peace with him. Rode-

rick of the Doire (Oak Wood), the son of Maurice,

son of Hugh Mac Dermott, who was with O'Don-

nell's forces on that expedition, violated the church

of Ceallbhraighe Uallaighe (probably Kilbrine, in

Roscommon), and carried away much valuable

property out of it ; but O'Donnell afterwards made

ample restitution to the priests of that church

for its violation.

Mac William of Clanrickard, i. e. Ulick, the

son of Ulick of the Wine, marched with a force

into Hy Maine, where he demohshed the Badhbh-

dhun (Bawn, or Fortress), of Athliag Maona-

gain (Athleague, in Roscommon, on the river

Suck), and spoiled much com and towns in Hy
Maine, and in the plain of Connaught ; Rossa,

the son of Felim Fionn (O'Conor), was Icilled by

some of his forces with the cast of a dart ; the

sons of Felim Fionn (O'Conor), namely, Hugh,

Torlogh, and Con, passed by them to the town of

Tobar Brighde (Ballintobber of St. Bridget),

which they plundered and burned ; Dermod, son

of Donal, son of Torlogh Dall O'Conor, who was

in pursuit of their forces, was slain by them at

Roscommon, from which place they still pursued

the party into Clan Conway, where they took some

horses from them ; and it was at the invitation of

O'Conor Don, i. e. Hugh, the son of Hugh, son

of Torlogh Dun, that force was collected. Peace

was concluded by the people of Siol Murray (Ros-

common), themselves, after having refused the

intercession of their friends.

Roderick O'Conor committed treacherous de-

predations on Felim Fionn O'Conor ; and Felim

Fionn, in retaliation, committed awful depreda-

tions on the tribe of Teige Oge.

The peace of Siol Murray was again confirmed,

and the lordship of the tribe of Cormac, son of

O'Beirne, the half of the town of Clar, and the

five townlands of Kincora, of the portion of Tor-

logh Oge, were restored to his tribe by Felim

O'Conor ; and a small portion of Clan Cahil Mac
MuiTay, which had been in the possession of Clan

Maolruain for a considerable time, was given up

to Felim Fionn O'Conor.

Tiarnan Carrach, the son of Tiarnan, son of

Teige, son of Tiarnan O'Rourke ; Feradhach, son

of John, son of Torlogh Maguire ; and Donal, son

of Dun, son of Donal, son of Art Maguire, were

slain in MuintLr Eoluis (in Leitrim), by the sons

of Roderick Mac Dermott, and the son of Mac
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Dermott Roe ; and Donal Beamach Mac Gauran
was killed on the same occasion.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh, marched into Moylurg
(barony of Boyle, county of Roscommon), in the

harvest, and burned many houses and much corn

;

and the church ofDrum Conaille was burned at the

same time by Fergal Carrach, the son of Donal,

son of Teige O'Rourke, without the permission of

O'Donnell ; and when U'Donnell did not overtake

Fer^l Carrach, to be revenged of him for that mis-

deed, the grandson of Tiarnan deli\ered the bootj'

he had gained to the clergy ofthe church, as a com-

pensation for that burning.

A.D. 1488.

The abbot of Trim died.

A great plague raged in Machalre Chonacht (the

plain of Connaught), of w'hich the following died :

Cathal Mac Eidigein, vicar of Templepatrick, and

a canon ofthe chapter ofElphin; Aongus O'Reach-

tadhain, the coarb of St. Finen, at Cluain Creamha
(Clooncralf, Roscommon) ; Dermod Concagaidh,

a worth}' priest, and the deaf vicar O'Colla. Ca-

thal Roe, the son of Roderick, son of Brj'an Bal-

lach O'Connor, died of the same plague. Donal,

son of Brj'an O'Beirne ; DeiTnod, son of Donal,

son of Bryan ; Donal, son of Fergal, and Cormac,

son of Donal Cananach O'Beirne, also died of it.

Donal, son ofDonal, son ofNiall Garv O'Donnell,

was taken prisoner by the sons of Hugh Gallda,

the son of Niall Garv, and was executed on the

following day, as his evil deeds deserved.

O'Kellj-, i.e. Malachy, the son of Hugh, son of

Bryan, died in six weeks' time after assuming the

lordship, and was succeeded by Conor, his kinsman.

Magennis, i. e. Bryan, the son of Art, died, and

his brother Hugh was appointed his successor.

Edmond, son ofThomas Maguire, who had been

lord of Fermanagh, died.

Don, son of Donal Ballach Maguire, died.

O'Flanagan of Tui-a (in Fermanagh), i. e. Tor-

logh, the son of Gillaisa, died.

O'Toole, i. e. Edmond, was treacherously slain

by the sons of Teige O'Byrne.

The son of O'Murphy, lord of Hy Fehmidh

(in Wexford), i. e. ]\Iahon, the son of Teige, was

treacherously killed bj' Donogh, the son of the

lord of Hy Kinsellagh, namely, the son of Art,

son of Donogh (Mac Murrogh).

Dermod, son of John of Lurg, the son of Tor-

logh of the Wine O'Donnell, died.

Bryan, son of Hugh Buighe, the son of Brj-an

Ballach O'Neill, died of the Galar Breac(small pox).

Teige, son of Malachy,son of Tianian O'Rourke,

and Mac Rannall, i. e. the son of Murrogh, of the

tribe of Malachy, died ; and Malachy, the son of

William, of the same tribe, was appointed the

Mac RannaU in his place.

O'Neill, i.e. Con, the son of Henry, and Ma-
guire, namely, John, son of Philip, son ofThomas,

went to O'Donnell's house, and O'Neill and

O'Donnell made a friendly and amicable peace

with each other.

O'Neill and the sons of John Buighe O'Neill

made peace, after they were released from their

imprisonment.

Donal, son of Niall O'Neill, was killed at Fionn

Tamhnach (Fintona, in Tyrone), by Roderick,

the son of Art, and by the sons of Niall, the son

of Art O'Neill.

Connac, the son of John, the son of Donal, was

nominated the O'Ferrall, in opposition to Rode-

rick, the son of Cathal O'FeiTall.

Malachy, the son of Mac Clancy (chief of Dar-

tn-, in Leitrim), was killed by the sons of Teige,

son of Cathal, son of Tiarnan Oge O'Rourke.

Owen, the son of Ir Mac Rannall, was killed by

his own brother William, aided by his son, and by

Planus, the son of Ir.

Torlogh, son of Teige Mac Mahon (of Clare), a

man full of prosperity, and endowed with great

wisdom from the Holy Spirit, a donor of precious

gifts and property, died, after having gained the

victory over the world and the de\al.

Roderick, the son of O'Conor Don, died

Cu-uladh, son of John Buighe O'Neill, was

killed by Art, son of Henry, son of Owen.

Art, son of Niall Carrach, son of Murtogh Oge

O'Neill, was slain by the sons of Hemy, son of

Henrj-, son of Owen O'Neill, in a nightly attack.

Owen, son of O'Rourke, i. e. Felim, son of Do-

nogh, son of Tiarnan Oge, son of Tiarnan More,

was killed during a tnice by another Owen, the

son of O'Rourke, i. e. the son of Tiarnan, son of

Teige, son of Tiarnan More.

Owen, son of Maolmora O'Reilly, lord of Mul-

lach Laoighill (parish of Mullagh, county of Cavan),

died.
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Donogh Duvshuileach (the Dark-Eyed), O'Co-
nor, i. e. O'Conor Roe, died at an advanced age,

after a well spent life ; and Felim Fionn O'Conor
M'as inaugurated his successor by O'Donnell, Mac
William, and Mac Dermott, i. e. Conor, as firmly

as any lord who had been appointed for a long

time before, and his shoe (of inauguration) was put

on him by Mac Dermott.

O'Donnell made peace with Mac WilliamBurke,

and O'Conor and Mac Dermott became the gua-

rantees and securities between them.

O'Donnell and Mac Dermott, namely, Conor,

made an attack on the Rock of Lough Kea, (at

Boyle, in Roscommon), which was in the posses-

sion of the sons of Roderick Mac Dermott, and
they spoiled and consumed the corn of the coun-

try ; O'Donnell departed after falling to get to the

Rock, and his own galloglasses took possession of

Mac Dermott's fortress, which he had left under
their protection, and they brought all the boats of

the lake to the rock.

William, the son of Hugh Mac Branan, chief of

Corcachlan (in Roscommon), died about the be-

ginning of February, after the victory of repent-

ance, and was buried at Elphin.

John Mantach, the principal agent in the death

of the earl of Desmond, was put to death by Mau-
rice, the son of the earl, and Maurice, the son of

the earl, was nominated earl.

A wonderful child was born in Dublin, who had
his teeth at his birth, and he grew to such an
enormous size that so large a child was not heard

of since the time of the heroes.

A blast of wind passed through a number of

persons working at turf at Tuaim Mo, which
killed one of them, and the faces of the rest became
swelled ; there were four others killed by the same
wind in Machaire Chonacht.'

Edmond, son of Rickard Burke, the most wor-

thy young man of the English of Connaught,
died.

A.D. 1488.
1. Machaire Chonacht, or the Plain of Connaught, anciently

called Magh Aoi, comprised the greater part of the baronies of
Roscommon and Ballintobber, with part of the barony of Boyle, in
the county of Roscommon. This ancient territory extended be-
tween the towns of Roscommon and Elphin, and to the parish of
Kilhiken, eastward to Strokestown, and westward toCastlerea;
this tract of country is still called by the natives the Magharee.
Tuam Mo, above-mentioned, is now Tumna or Toemonia, a parish

John Oge O'Hara and his son were treache-

rously killed by the sons of O'Hara, namely,

Roderick and Hugh, the sons of his own bro-

ther, on Sunday, in the monaster}' of Banada (in

Sligo).

Donogh Mac Mahon, lord of Corcabaiscin (in

Clare), died; and two Mac Mahons were nomi-

nated his successors, namely, Bryan, his own
son, and Teige Roe, the son of Torlogh Mac
Mahon.

Fergal Mac-an-Rtiagaire (the son of the Hun-
ter), died ; and this Fergal consumed his food like

all other persons for twenty years, but did not

strip off his clothes during that time.

Roderick O'Conor, the son of Felim, a man who,

it was expected by many, would become the suc-

cessor of his father, died at Ballintobber of

St. Bridget, in the month ofAugust.

The earl of Kildare marched with a predatory

force into Kinel Fiacha Mac Neill (in Westmeath),

where he demolished the castle of Bile Ratha on

the sons of Murtogh Mac Geoghegan, after having

conveyed some ordnance (cannon) thither.

Malachy, son of Roderick Mac Dermott, and

Maurice, son of Hugh Mac Dermott, died.

Teige, son of Hugh, son of Torlogh O'Conor,

the most worthy young man of the tribe of Bryan

Luighneach, died exactly on Easter night.

Dermod, son of Teige O'Conor, the tanist lord

of his tribe, a man by whose hand more of his ene-

mies fell than by any other person in Ireland in

his time, died of the Galar Fuail (gravel or urinary

disease), after a long sutfering.

Conor, son of DuvthachO'Duigenan,was drown-

ed in Lough Bradan, in Muintir Eoluis (in Lei-

trim).

Maolconry, the son ofTorna O'Maolconn,', died

of a short sickness at Cluain-na-Hoidche.

Mulmurry, the son of Teige Oge O'Higgin,

chief poet of Ireland, and Mac Ward of Oriel,

died.

in the barony of Boyle, county of Roscommon. The remarkable

circumstance mentioned in the text oftive persons having been

killed, and several others dangerously affected by a blast of wind,

appears to have been something similar to the effects produced by
the wind called the Sirocco in Italy, and other southern countries

of E:irope, or to the pestilential blasts called the Simoom, which
often prove fatal to numbers of persons travelling over the sandy
deserts of Egypt and Arabia.
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A.D. 1489.

ICHOLAS O'Casey

vicar of Devinish, on

Lough Erne ; Teige

O'Maithgen, one of

the monks of Boyle
;

O'NeiU, i. e. Henry,

the son of Owen, son

of Niall Oge; Mac
Gillpatrickji.e. Geof-

frey, lord of Ossory

;

O'Carroll, i. e. .John,

lord of Ely, (in King's

county and Tippera-

ry); O'Boyle, i. e.

Torlogh (of Donegal) ; I\Ianus, son of Hugh Roe,

son of Roderick Mac Mahon, (ofMonaghan) ; and

Conor, son of Glaisne O'Reilly, (of Cavan), died.

III. Moii-L'iffey and Bregia. In this article is continued, from

pace 299, the bistory and topoerajiliv of the ancient territories

now forming the counties of Dublin and Kiklarc, with their

chiefs and elans : and also of some of the chiefs of Meatli,

of whom a full accoimt has not been given in the note on

Meath, compiledfrom the various works enumerated in previous

annotations.

Ancient Inhabitants.—The first inhabitants of the territories

now forming the counties of Dublin and Kildare, as in other parts

of Ireland, were the Fir Bolg or Belgians, the Tuath De Danan,
and the Milesians, of whom accounts have been already given in

various notes ; and an account of the Belgians, Brigantes, and
Caucians, who possessed a great part of ancient Leinster, has

been given in the notes on Hy Kinsellagh and Cualan.

llie Cauci or Caucians, considered to be a Belgian or German
tribe, are placed by Ware and others in Wicklow and Kildare ; and

on the Map of Ancient Ireland, by the Greek geographer Ptolemy,

in the second century, as given by Ware and others, the Ehlanoi
or Eblani are placed on the territory which now forms the great

plains of Dublin, and part of Meath or ancient Bregia, and the

chief city of the Eblaninns is called by Ptolemy Eblanu, a name
probably derived from the Irish word Dnbh-Linn, the ancient

name of Dublin, which might have been changed by the Greek
writer into Duhhnia or Eblann. As already explained, the word
Dubh-Linn signiiies the black or dark pool, and is considered to

have originated from the black or boggy marshes of the LifTey,

near which the city was founded ; and it was alstj called BaiJe-
Ath-Clinth^ signifying the town of the ford of hurdles, from a

passage being formed over the river by hurdles in very remote
ages, according to the Book of Dinseanchus ; and the place was
frequently mentioned simply as Ath-Cliatb, which St. Adamnan
in the seventh century translates into Latin Vaditm Cliad, and in

a Life of St. Kevin of Glendalough, whicb is considered to have
been written in the eigiith century, and of which the translator of

these Annals has made a copy from an ancient MS., Dublin is

mentioned as follows in a Latin translation of the work :
" Civitas

Ath-Cliath est in aquilonari Lageniensium plaga, super fretum
maris posita, et Scotice dicitur Dubh-Linn, quod sonat Latine

Nigra Tlierma, et ipsa civitas potens et belligera est, in qua
semper habitant viri asperrimi in preliis, et peritissinii in classibus."
" The city of Ath-Cliath is situated in the northern region of

A great plague raged this year, of which great

numbers died, and it was so virulent that many
persons were left unburied throughout Ireland.

Redmond, son of Anthony, son of Fergal, son
of Thomas, son of Mahon, son of Gillaisa Roe
O'Reilly, (of Cavan), died of this plague, and also

the following persons, namely, Felim Oge, the son
of Felim, son of Fergal, son of Thomas, son of
Mahon, son of Gillaisa Roe O'Reilly ; Donal, the
son of Torna O'Maolconry, the intended chief

professor of Siol Murray ; Donal Cananach, the

son of Teige O'Beirne; Cormac O'Conalladh,

chief of the galloglasses of the rere-guard of O'Co-
nor's forces ; the Dark-haired daughter ofO'Conor,
i. e. of Donogh of the Dark-Eyes ; Hugh Buighe,

and Donal Caoch, the sons of O'Hanley; Rode-
rick Glas, the son of Roderick Mac Hugh ; Mac
Donogh Riavach, i. e. Hugh ; and Fionnguala, the

daughter ofMacDermottRoe,all died oftheplague.

Malachy, son of Murtogh, son ofOwen O'Neill,

Leinster, upon a strait of the .sea ; it is called in the Irish language,
Dubh-linn, which signifies the Black Pool, and this city is power-
ful and warlike, always inhabited by men most brave in battles

and expert in fleets." By the Britons or Welsh Dublin was
called jjinas Dulinn, signifying the fortress or city of Dublin; by
the Danes it was named Dijflin, Dujiin, and Vi/fiinnr, as may
be seen on the coins of the Danish kings of Dublin, and in the
Saga of the Icelandic historians, in Johnstone's Celto-Scandina-
vian Antiquities ; by the English the city was named Diveliii,

Hfivclin, and lastly Dublin, all of which names were derived
from the Irish Dubhlinn, and Latinised Dublinium, and some-
times Dublinia and Eblana.

The river Lijf'ey, according to the Book of Ballymote, derived
its name from the circumstance of a battle having been fought
near it by the Milesians against the Tuath De Danans and Fomo-
rians ; and the horse of the Milesian monarch Heremon. which n'as

named Gabhar Liffe, signifying the steed Lifi'e, having been killed

there, the river was called Liife or LifJ'ey. In Irish it was called

Auihain Liffe, signifying the river Liffey, which was anglicised

Avon Liffey, and changed in modern times to .\nna Litfey.

Jtaiba, now Rheban, near Athy, in Kildare, is mentioned on
Ptolemy's Map as one of the celebrated cities of Ireland in the

second century ; and it is said by some antiquaries to have derived

its name from IRiuyh-bmi, signifying the habitation or fortress of

the kings. Limni or Lamni, now the island of Lambay, off the

coast of Dublin, is also placed on Ptolemy's Map; and Tacitus,

in his Life of Agricola, in the first century, states that the ports

of Ireland were better known to commerce than those of Britain,

and from these ancient authorities it appears that the harbours

and cities of Ireland were well known to traders and mariners two
thousand years ago.

The Danes and Norwegians, as already stated in the preceding

part of these notes, having settled in Dublin and the adjoining

parts from the ninth to the twelfth century, many of the inhabi-

tants of Dublin and Meath are of Danish descent, but mixed by
intermarriages with the old natives of the Milesian race. The
Fingallians, or people inhabiting the territory called Fingall,

along the coast between Dublin and Drogheda, are considered to

be chiefly of Danish and Norwegian origin, and many families of
note in Ireland are mentioned in O'Brien's Dictionary and other

works to be of Danish descent, as the Plunketts, Beiaghs, Cruises,

2 s
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was slain by the sons of Bryan of the Wood, the

son of Owen O'Neill.

DowHalls, Droinsooles, Sweetmans or Swedemans, and Palmers

in Dublin, Mcatli, and Louth ; and tlie Goulds, Coppingers, Skid-

dys, Terrys, and Trants, in Cork. Many of the JDanish settlers

are considered to have taken Irish surnames, and prefixed Mac to

their names, as did many of the Anglo-Norman and Enslish

families in early times ; hut it does not appear that any of those

settlers adopted the prefix O, as that was confined chiefly to the

Milesian families of the highest rank. The following Anglo-Nor-

man or English families adopted Irish surnames :—the de Burgos

or Burkes of Connaught, took the name of Mac William, and

some of them that of Mac Philip ; the de Angulos or Nangles of

Meath and Mayo, changed the name to Mac Costello ; the

de Exeters of Mayo, to Mac Jordan ; the Barretts of Mayo, to

Mac Wattin ; the Stauntons of Mayo, to Mac Aveeley, in Irish

Mac-an-Mhilidh, signifying the son of the Knight; thedeBerming-

hams of Connaught and other places, to Mac Feorais or Peorais,

signifying the son of Pierce, from one of their chiefs ; the Fitz-

simons of the King's county, to Mac Ruddery, signifying the son

of the Knight, from Ridire, a knight ; the Poers of Kilkenny and

Waterford, to Mac Shere ; the Butlers, to Mac Pierce; the Fitz-

geralds, to Mac Thomas and Mac Maurice ; the de Courcys of

Cork, to Mac Patrick; the Barrys of Cork, to Mac Adam; and

many others in like manner. Many of the Milesian Irish, on the

other hand, anglicised their names, of which numerous instances

have been given in the course of these topographical notes, and

many of them have so translated and twisted their surnames, that

it is extremely ditficult to determine whether those families are of

Irish or English extraction, hence several of them of Irish origin

are considered to be of English descent. In the reigns of the

Henrys and Edwards many penal acts of parliament were passed,

compelling the ancient Irish to adopt English surnames, and the

English language, dress, manners, and customs, and no doubt

many of the Milesian Irish took English surnames in those times,

to protect their lives and properties, as otherwise they forfeited

their goods and were liable to be punished as Irish enemies. In

modem times, many of the old Irish families omit the O and Mac
in their surnames, an absurd practice, as such names lose much of

their euphonious sound by the omission, and such names are

neither English nor Irish; and it may be observed that none of t*ie

Scotch Maes omit that national designation, or metamorphose
their names as the Irish have done. Without O and Mac, the

Irish have no names according to the old verse.

" Per O, atque Mac, vevos cognoscis Hibemos
His duobus demptis, nuUus Hibernus adest."

" By Mac and O, you'll always know
True Irishmen, they say

;

But if they lack both O and Mac,
No Irishmen are they."

Irish Chiefs and Clans.—The following accounts of the ancient

chiefs of the territories now forming the counties of Dublin and

Kildare, together with some of the princes and chiefs of Meath, of

whom a full account has not been given in the note on Meath, have

been collected from the topographies of O'Dugan, O'Heerin, the

Annals of the Four Masters, O'Brien, O'Halloran, Mac Geoghegan,

Ware, O'Flaherty, Charles O'Conor, Seward, and various other

sources. In the notes on Cualan, Leix,and Offaley, accounts have

been given of various chiefs who possessed parts of the present

counties of Kildare and Dublin, as the 0'Conors,princesof OiFaley,

the O'Moores, princes of Leix, the O'Dempseys, lords of Clan Ma-
liere, all of whom possessed parts of Kildare. The OTooles,

princes of Imaile, in Wicklow, also possessed some of the southern

parts of Kildare ; and the CTooles, together with the O'Byrnes,

extended their power over the southern parts of Dublin, compris-

ing the districts in the Dublin mountains.

O'Duijnti's Topograph)/, of wliich an account has been given in

the introduction to these Annals, and which describes the territo-

ries possessed by the Irish chiefs, in the twelfth and thirteenth

centuries, commences with a description of the territories possessed

Roderick, son of David O'Moore, tanist of Leix

(in the Queen's county), died.

by the princes and chiefs of Meath. from which the following pas-

sages are literally translated from the Irish ;

" Let us travel around Fodhla (Ireland),

Let men proceed to proclaim these tidings:

From the lands where we now are.

The five provinces we shall investigate.

" Let us first advance to Tara,

To the plain of the well-formed fortress
;

This timely invitation let no man neglect,

Let all come forward to meet us there.

" Let all the chiefs of the men of Erin come
To Tara of the lieroes of mighty deeds

,

No journey shall farther extend,

No man shall be without his estate.

" There the free-bom host shall say,

Proclaim to us our nobles on all sides.

Of the prosperous hosts of each existing tribe

Let the chief of each territory be recorded.

" We give the pre-eminence to Tara,

Before all the melodious, mirthful Gael

;

To all its chieftains and its tribes.

And to its just and rightful laws.

It is not unjust to mention O'Melaghlin

More than over Meath alone

;

A warlike race, rewarding the clans.

The noble Ardrigh (high king) of Erin."

I. O'Maoilseachlain, O'Maoileachlain, or O'Melaghlin. The
O'Melaghlins were the head family of the southern Hy Niall race,

called Clan Colman, and, as already stated in the note on Bregia,

at p. 29'2, took their name from Maoilseachlain, or Malachy I.,

king of Meath, and monarch of Ireland in the ninth century ; and
they were for many centuries kings of Meath, and several of them
moiuirchs of Ireland, or supreme sovereigns. Many of them were
also styled kings of Tara, princes of Bregia, and lords of Clan Col-

man ; the territory called Clan Colman w^as situated in ancient

Teflia, and comprised the middle and southern parts of the present

county of Westmeath, and was afterwards possessed hy the Anglo-

Norman families of the de Lacys, lords of Meath ; the Petits, who
became barons of MuUingar ; the Tuites, barons of Moyashell ; the

D'Altons, lords of Rathconrath ; the Dillons, barons of Kilkenny

West, and others. The O'Melaghlins, as kings of Meath, had
their chief residence at Van-na-Sciath, or the Fortress of the

Shields, situated on the banks of Lough Ainnin, now Lough En-
nell, near Mullingar, and Murtogh O'Melaghlin was king ofMeath
at the time of the Anglo-Norman invasion ; his khigdom was
transferred to Hugh de Lacy by a grant from Henry 11. as hereaf-

ter explained, and he was the last independent king of Meath; but

the O'Melaglilins, for many centuries afterwards, amidst incessant

and tierce contests with the English settlers, maintained their posi-

tion and considerable possessions inM'estmeath, with their titles of

kings and princes of Meath and lords of Clan ("olman, down to the

reign of Elizabeth ; and many distinguished chiefs oftheO'Melagh-
lins are mentioned in the course of these Annals from the tenth to

the sixteenth century. Some chiefs of them are also mentioned

during the Cromwellian and Williamitewars, but after those periods

all their estates were confiscated, and in modem times scarcely

any of the O'Melaghlins are to be found, and it is said that the

name has been changed to Mac Loghlin. It is remarkable, that of

the five royal Milesian families, all of whom were eligible to the

monarchy, none have become so utterly decayed as the O'Melagh-
lins, for of the others, namely, the O'Neills, kings of Ulster; the

O'Conors, kings of Connaught, and the O'Briens, kings of Munster,

many higli families still exist, and the Mac Murroghs, kings of

Leinster, are represented by the O'Cavenaghs of Carlow.
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Ross, the son ofAnthony O'Moore, was killed by

Cahir, the son of Laiseach, son of Cahir O'Demp-
sey.

II. Mac Eochagain, or Mac Geoghegan, chiefof Cenel Fiachaidh,
is thus mentioned by O'Dugan

:

" Precedence be given to the heroic clan,

The noble tribe of Mac Geoghegan
;

The host of the delightful verdant lands.

They rule over the warlike Kinel Fiacha."

The 5Iac Geoghegans took their name from Eochagan, one of their

ancient chiefs, and were a branch of the southeni Hy Niall, or

Clan Colman, and held the territory of Kinel Fiacha, which was
so called from being possessed by the descendants of Fiachaidh,

one of the sons of Niall of the Hostages, monarch of Ireland in the
fifth century. The territory of Kinel Fiacha comprised, according
to Mac Geoghegan in his History of Ireland, the barony of Moy-
cashcl, with parts of Moyashel, Rathconrath, and Fertullagh, and
the districts about Mullingar, in Westmoatli. The Mac Geoghe-
gans were styled princes of Kinel Fiacha, and lords of Moycashel,
and many celebrated and valiant chiefs of them, who defeated the
English forces in several battles, have been already mentioned in

these Annals, and Richard Mac Geoghegan, a distinguished com-
mander in the war against Elizabeth, was particularly celebrated

for his defence of the castle of Dunboy, in the county of Cork.
The Mac Geoghegans held their rank, and considerable possessions,

in Westmeath, down to the Cromwellian wars and revolution, after

which their estates were confiscated.

III. O'Hairt or O'Hart, O'Riagain or O'Regan, O'Ceallaigh or

O'Kelly, and O'Conghalaigh, or O'Connolly, are mentioned by
O'Dugan as princes of Tara, and thus designated :

" The princes of Tara I here record.

The royal O'Hart, and likewise O'Regan,
The host who purchased the harbours

Were the O'Kellys and O'ConnoUys."

These princes of Tara were also styled princes of Bregia, and appear
to have possessed the territories about Tara in Meath, and also parts

of the present county of Dublin. The O'Kellys, princes of Bregia,

possessed a large territory, comprising a part of Fingall, and were a
branch of the southern Hy Niall, and therefore of a different race

from theO'Kellys, princes of Hy Maine, in Galway. The O'Kegans,
princes of Bregia, are mentioned by the annalists in the 10th and
11th centuries, during the wars with the Danes ; and according to

Ware, and the Annals of Ulster, in the year 1020, JIahon O'Regan
prince of Bregia, defeated and took prisoner Aulaf, son of Sitric,

king of the Danes of Dublin, and compelled him to redeem himself

by a ransom of three ounces of gold, together with the celebrated

sword of Carolus, two hundred cows, and eighty British steeds.

IV. O'Flanagan, Mac Flanagan, or the son of Flanagan, prince

of Bregia, and Mae Fogarty, or the son of Fogarty
,
prince of South

Bregia, are mentioned in the Annals of the Four Masters, in the

tenth century, in some battles with the Danes, but it is difficult to

say whether these names were then established as surnames.

V. O'Ruaidhri, or O'Rory, a name anglicised to Rogers, is men-
tioned by O'Dugan as prince of Fionnfochla, and thus designated :

" Of the men of Bregia an experienced chief

Is O'Rory, prince of Fionnfochla."

VI. O'Ciardha, O'Carey, or O'Keary, chief ofCairbre O'Ciardha,

is thus mentioned by O'Dugan and O'Heerin:

" O'Carey rules over Carberry ofhards,

He is of the tribe of Niall of the Nine Hostages.
There are none but themselves there,

Of the clans of Niall over Leinster.

" Over Carberry of Leinster of the sloping grounds
Rules O'Carey of the red-handled swords

;

The hero of Allen, whose aid is indispensable.

By whom battalions were marshalled about Croghan."

O'Neill, i. e. Con, the son of Henry, entered

O' Kane's country, where he committed great de-

predations, and took with him their hostages.

These O'Careys were chiefs of note, often mentioned in the course

of the Annals, and possessed the territory which now forms the

barony of Carberry, in the county of Kildare, and there are still

many families of the name in the counties of ileath, Westmeath,

and Kildare.

VII. O'Murcain, chief of Fidhgaibhle, is thus mentioned hy

O'Heerin:

" Over Liffey's plain of the fertile slopes,

O'Murcain is chief of the district ofgreen Fidhgabhla."

VIII. O'Bracain, or Brackens, are mentioned by O'Brien as

chiefs of Moy Lifley. The O'Murcainsand O'Brackens appear to

have possessed the districts along the Liffey, near Dublin.

IX. O'Ceallaidh, or O'Kelly, chief of Tuath Leighe, is thus men-

tioned by O'Heerin :

" Delightful is the district, its fame has spread,

Tuath Leghe of the shining slopes
;

O'Kelly of Leiglie, from the eastern strand.

Is chief of the pleasant country of yews."

These O'Kellys possessed a territory near the river Barrow, parts

of the baronies of West Narragh and Kilkea, in the county of Kil-

dare ; and they were sometimes called Mac Kellys, and, according

to Rawson, in his Survey of Kildare, they had their chief residence

and castle at Rathascul, or the Moat of Ascul, near Athy, and

they also had the district about Naas.

X. O'Gealbhroin, chief of Clar Life, is thus mentioned by

O'Heerin

:

"The plain of Lifi'ey of the Black Ships,

A verdant country of the finest produce,

Westward of Tara of the house of Conn,

O'Gealbroin is the stately chief of the fair lands."

From the description of this territory of Clar Liffey, or the Plain

of the Liffey, westward of Tara, it appears to have been situated

on the plains of the Liffey, on the borders of Dublin and Kildare.

XI. O'Fiachra orO'Fiachry, chiefof Hy Ineachruisat Almhuin;

and O'Haodha, O'Hugh, or"0'Hea, chief of Hy Deadhaidh, are

mentioned as follows by O'Heerin:

" Over the entire of Hy Ineachruis

Ruled O'Fiaehry, chief of Allen;

O'Hugh over Hy Deadhaidh of learned men.

To whom tribes bow in submission."

These territories were situated in Kildare, Allen being mentioned as

the residence of one of those chiefs, and they probably comprised

parts of the baronies of Connell and Clane, or perhaps parts of

Oughteranny and Ikeath.

XII. O'Muirthe, or O'Muiridhe, probably O'Murry, chief of Ci-

nel Flaitheamhuin, and O'Fintighearn, chief of Hy Mealla, are

thus designated by O'Heerin :

" O'Murryof great eloquence

Is chief of fair Kinel Flahavan

;

Over Hy Mealla of tlie fast-sailing ships,

Firmly settled is the chief O'Fintiemey.

The territories of those chiefs were situated in Kildare, and the pa-

rish of Dunmurry, in the barony of East Ophaley , was probably part

of O'Murry's possessions. O'FintJerney's district appears to have

adjoined it, and was probably in West Ophaley, near the Barrow,

from the mention made of ships in the poem.

XIII. The O'Cullens are mentioned by Mac Geoghegan, in his

account of the chiefs of Leinster, to have possessed a territory

called Coille CuUuin, or the Woods ofCuUen, on the borders of

Kildare and Wicklow, which now forms the barony of Kilcullen,in

Kildare, and there are still respectable families of that name there,

and in other parts of the county.
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O'Donnell, i.e. Hugh Roe, the son of Niall Garv,

marched with a force into Trian Congail,in harvest,

and committed great depredations, and took

XIV. The O'CoIgans were ancient chiefs in Kildare, and there

are still many respectable families of the name in that county.

The Mac Donnells were also numerous and respectable in Kildare.

The O'Dempseys and 0'Dunns,of whom accounts have been given

in tlie notes on OtFaley and Leix, were chiefs of note in the King's

and Queen's counties, and also in Kildare, where there are still

many respectable families of those names,

X'V, O'Dubhthaigh or O'Dutiy,—The O'Duffys were one of the

Leinster clans of the Cahirian race, and of tlie same descent as the

Mac Murroghs, kings of Leinster, and the O'Toolesand O'Byrnes,

chiefs of Wieklow. They were originally located in Leinster, in

the counties of Kildare and Carlow, and afterwards in Dulilin and

Meath ; and in modern times are chiefly found in Louth, Monaghan,
and Cavan, and they also appear to have been of considerable note

in former times in Connaught, in the counties of Galway and Ros-

common, and many of them were eminent ecclesiastics, of whom
accounts are given in the Four Masters, Ware's Bishops, and other

works, from which the following notices have been collected,

Donal O'Duffy, archbishop of Connaught, that is, of Tuam, and

also bishop of Elphin and Clonmacnois, died at Clonfert, A, D,

1136, and was buried there on St. Patrick's day. Muiredach
O'Duffy, archbishop of Tuam, died A.D, lluO, in the 75th year

of his age, and was buried in the abbey of Cong ; he is praised by
the annalists as the most eminent prelate in Ireland of his time,

for wisdom and hospitality ; in the year 1143, according to the

Annals of Inisfallen, he convened a synod of twelve bishops and

five hundred priests, to consider of tlie means of ransoming Rode-
rick, son of Torlogh O'Conor, king of Connaught, who had been

taken prisoner by Tiarnan (.)'Rourke, prince of Brefney, and kept

in confinement by his father Torlogh, Cadhla or Catholicus

O'Dufi'y, a prelate eminent for learning and wisdom, was arch-

bishop of Tuam for a period of forty years, in the latter end of the

twelfth century, and died A, D. 1-201, at a very advanced age, in

the ahljey of Cong ; he was one of the ambassadors who, in A, D
1170, concluded a treaty of peace at Oxford, between king Henry
II, and king Roderick OConor ; and in 1170 he was one of the

Irish prelates who attended at the council of Lateran, Flanachan

O'Duffy, bishop of Elphin, died A. D. 11 08; and William O'Duffy,

a Franciscan friar, bishop of Clonmacnois, died A. D. 1297. Seve-

ral abbots of the name are mentioned in the annalists ; amongst
others, Flanachan O'Dufi'y, abbot of Roscommon, and prelector of

Tuam, who died A. D. 10U7. Muiredhach O'Duffy established

the alibey of Boyle in Roscommon, A. D. 1101, and another Jluir-

edhach O'Duffy, abbot of Roscommon, died A. D. 1 174, at an ad-

vanced age.

XVI. The Pagans, some of whom have been called O'Fagans
and Mac Pagans, are considered by some to be of Irish origin, but

according to others they were of English descent, and the name is

still numerous iu the counties of Meath, Westmeath, and Dublin.

In former times the Pagans of Peltrim, near Duldin, and other

parts of that county, were highly respectable, and held extensive

possessions, and an account of many of them in the thirteenth, four-

teenth, and fifteenth centuries, who were high-sherifl's in Meath
and Dublin, and held other important offices, is given in D'AIton's

History of the county of Dublin ; and in modern times many of

them were distinguished military commanders in the British and
French service.

XVII. The O'Connollys were in former times numerous and
respectable in the counties of Meath, Dublin, and Kildare. The
Right Hon. William Connolly, about a century ago, held the ex-

tensive estates of Rathfarnham, and other adjoining districts in the

county of Dublin ; and the Right Hon. Thomas Connolly, the

celebrated speaker of the Irish House of Commons, had one of the

most magnificent mansions in Ireland, near Leixlip, in Kildare.

These Connollys were probably of Irish descent, though stated to

have been EnLjlish by sir Jonah Barrington in his Rise and Pall of

the Irish Nation ; and it may be observed, that, as above shown

immense plunder, in the Routes (in Antrim), on

Mac Quillan, without sustaining any injury, except

that, his son Con received a wound ; he, after that.

in this article, the O'Connollys are mentioned by O'Dugan as one

of the princes of Tara.

XVIII, The O'Murphys, chiefs in Wexford, of whom an account

has been given in the note on Hy Kinsellagh, were, in former times,

and are also at the present day numerous in the counties of Dub-
lin and Jleath, and there are many respectable families of the

name.
XIX. The O'.MulIen? are one of the Leinster clans, and were

numerous in Meath, Dublin, and Kildare.

XX Mac GioUaniocholmog and O'Dunchadha or O'Donoghoe,

are mentioned in O'Dugan as lords or princes of Pine Gall, that is,

of Pingall near Dublin ; and it may be observed, that there was
anotlur Mac GioUaniocholmog, lord of a territory on the borders

of Wicklow, and mentioned in the note on Cualan.

XXI. O'Muircheartaigh or O'Murtogh, chief of the tribe or ter-

ritory of O'Maine ; and O'Modarn, chief of Kinel Eochain, are

mentioned in O'Dugan as chiefs over the Britons or Welsh, and
appear to have been located near Dublin.

XXII. Mac Muireagain, prince of East LifFey, is mentioned in

the Aimals in some battles with the Danes in the tenth century.

The O'Melaghlins, kings of Meath and princes of Bregia, and
the other princes of Bregia mentioned in the preceding part of tliis

article, ruled over all those parts of the present county of Dublin,

north of the river Liffey ; and the Danish kings of Dublin in the

ninth, tenth, eleventh, and part of the twelfth century, as already

explained, ruled over that part of the county of Dublin called

Pingall.

Grant of the Kingdom of Meath to Hugh de Lacy.—In

A, D, 1 17'2, Hugh de Lacy, an Anglo-Norman noblenuin, descended

from the de Lacys, earls of Lincoln, in England, and of whom an

account has been given in a note at page 18 in these Annals, got a

grant from king Henry II,, for the service of fifty knights, of the

ancient kingdom of Meath, which comprised, as already stated,

the present counties of Meath and Westmeath, part of Longford,

with the greater part of the county of Dublin, and parts of Kil-

dare and King's county ; de Lacy was made Lord Palntine of

Meath, having all the power and privileges of an independent

prince, to hold that great territory with all the authority by which
it had been held by Murtogh O'Melaghlin, then king of Meath,

according to the following document conferring the grant, dated

at Wexford, A, D, 1172, and thus given by Ware, translated from

the original Latin,—" Henry, by the grace of God, king of Eng-
land, duke of Normandy and Acquitain, and earl of Anjou, to the

archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, barons, justices, ami to all his

ministers, and faithful subjects, French, English, and Irish, of all

his dominions, greeting : know ye that I have given and granted,

and by this my charter confirmed unto Hugh de Lacy, in conside-

ration of ills services, the land of Meath, with the appurtenances,

to have and to hold of me and my heirs, to him and his heirs, by

the service of fifty knights in as full and ample manner as Mur-
chard Hu Melaghlin held it, or any other person before him or

after him ; and as an addition I give to him all fees, which he

owes or shall owe to me about Duvelin (Dublin), while he is my
bailifi', to do me service in my city of Duvelin, Wherefore I will

and strictly command, that the said Hugh and bis heirs, shall en-

joy the said land, and shall hold all the liberties and free customs

wliich I have or may have "therein, by the aforesaid service, from

me and my heirs, well and peaceably, freely, quietly, and honour-

ably, in wood and plain, in meadows and pastures, in waters and
mills, in warrens and ponds, in fishings and huntings, in ways and
paths, in sea-ports and all other places and things appertaining to

the said land, with all liberties which I have therein, or can grant

or confirm to him by this my charter Witness, earl Richard

(Strongbow), son of Gilbert ; William de Brosa, and many otliers,

at Weisford," King John confirmed this grant to Walter de Lacy,

lord of Meath, the son of Hugh, in the ninth year of his reign, by
the services before-mentioned, and gave bim besides his fees in
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proceeded to Belfast, where he took and demolish-

ed the castle, and returned home safe, with im-

mense booty.

Fingall, in the vale of Dublin, by the services of seven knights, to

hold to Iiim and his heirs for ever. Ue Lacy reserved to himself

a preat part of this extensive territory, and had his chief residence

at Trim, where he erected a large and strong castle, of which some
magnificent ruins still remain ; he also built many other castles in

Meath and Westmeath, hut was killed A.D. 1186, as recorded in

these Annals, by an Irish galloglass, with the blow of a battle-axe,

which cut oti'his head, at Durrow, in the King's county, where he

was superintending the erection of a castle. The de Lacys, his

descendants, were for a long time very powerful as lords of Meath,
and earls of DIster, in which titles tliey were succeeded by the

great families of the de Genevilles, lords of Meath ; and the Mor-
timers, lords of Meath, and earls of Ulster, and earls of March, in

England. Hugh de Lacy conferred extensive grants in various

parts of the kingdom of Meath, on several Anglo-Norman chiefs

who were styled de Lacy's barons, and of wliom an account has

been given in the note on Meath ; amongst otiiers the de Nogents
or Nugents, who became barons of Delvin, and earls of Westmeath;
the Flemings, barons of Slane ; the Tyrrells, barons of Castle-

knock, near Dublin ; the Petits, barons of Mullingar; the Tuites,

barons of Moyashell in Westmeath ; the Nangles, barons of Navan
j

the Husseys, barons of Galtrim in Meath; the Phepoes and Mar-
wards, barons of Skreen in Meath, and of Santry in Dublin, &,c.

Almost the whole of Ireland was in like manner granted by Henry
II., and other kings of England, to various great .\nglo-Nornian

families, of whoni full accounts have been given in the course of

these topographical annotations, as, for instance, various counties

of Leinster, to the descendants of Strongbow, and to the Marshalls,

earls of Pembroke ; Kildare, to the de Veseys and Fitzgeralds,

earls of Kildare; Cork and Kerry to the Fitzgeralds, earls of

Desmond, and the Fitzmaurices, earls of Kerry, the de Co-
gans, Carews, Barrys, Roches, and others ; Kilkenny and Tip-

perary to the Butlers, earls of Ormond, and others ; Waterford to

the le Poers ; Clare and Limerick to the de Clares, &c. ; Con-
naught to the de Burgos or Burkes, lords of Connaught, and earls

of Ulster, the de Berniinghanis, barons of Athenry, and many
others ; and Ulster to John de Courcy and his followers ; but as

stated in the liistorical relations of sir John Davies, none of the

Irish lords got a grant of his country for the space of three hun-
dred years after the arrival of the English in Ireland, except
O'Brien, king of Thomond, who got a grant of part of his own
country, but only during the minority of king Henry III., and
Roderick O'Conor, king of Connaught, to whom king Henry II.

granted the privilege of holding in subjection to him his kingdom
of Connaught.

The Counties of Vuhlin and Kildare.—Parts of the territories

of Moy Liffey and Bregia, with a portion of Cualan, were formed
into the county of Dublin, A. D. 1*210, in the reign of king John,
and according to D'Alton's History of Dublin, page 39, the county
of Dublin, in the sixteenth century, extended from Balrothery
to .\rklow, thus comprising a great part of the present county
of Wicklow.

In the reign of king John, parts of the territories of Moy Liffey,

Oftkley, Leix, and Cualan, were formed into the county of Kildare,

but it was only a liberty dependant on the jurisdiction of the
sheriffs of Dublin until A.D. 1296, in the reign of Edward I.,

when Kildare was constituted a distinct county. It was called

Coill-Dara, signifying the Wood of Oaks, as oak forests abounded
there in ancient times, or, according to others, Cdl-Dnru, which
meant the Church of the Oaks, as it is said the first church
founded at thenow town of Kildare was built amidst oaks, hence
Kildare may signify either the Wood of Oaks, or the Church of
Oaks.

The county of Dublin abounds in scenery of great magnificence
and beauty along its mountains, sea-coast, and the vale of the Lif-

fey, and its rich and cultivated plains present a vast number of

fine demesnes and splendid seats of the nobility and gentry. The
territory of ancient Bregia, comprising a great part of the present

O'Reilly, i. e. John, the son of Torlogh, son of

John, and O'Ferrall, i. e. Cormac, the son of John,

son of Donal, plundered the plain of Brawney, (in

counties of Meath and Dublin, and containing about half a million
of acres of the finest lands in Ireland, presents vast plains of un_
bounded fertility.

The Curragh of Kildare. celebrated as a race-course, is an
extensive tract about six miles in length, and two in breadth, con-
taining about five thousand acres ; it is a level or gently undula-
ting plain of surpassing beauty, covered with the most exquisite
verdure, and forms a more delightful lawn than the hand of art
has ever made.

The Bog of Allen is chiefly situated in Kildare, but also ex- !

tends into the King's and Queen's counties, and partly into West-
meath, and is estimated to contain about three hundred thousand
acres ; it is, like the other bogs of Ireland, composed chiefly of the
remains of ancient forests of oak, pine, yew, hazel, birch, alder,

mountain-ash, and poplar, and the vast (|uantity of bogs in Ireland
shews the great extent of the forests in former times, and hence
one of the ancient names of Ireland was Fiodh-Inis, signifying the
Woody- IsUind.

Gold Mines.—In the reign of Tigearnmas, one of the Milesian
monarchs, about nine centuries before the Christian era, according
to our old annalists, a gold mine was discovered near the river
Liffey, and the gold was worked by an artificer skilled in metals,
named Uachadan, of the men of Cualan, a territory which, as already
explained, comprised the county of Wicklow, with some of the
southern part of Dublin ; this Uachadan is supposed to have been
one of the Tuath De Danan, who were famous for their skill in the
arts, and after they had been conquered by the Milesians, continued
to be the chief artificers of the kinsrdom, as workers in metals,
builders, mechanics, &c. In an ancient Irish poem on the Tuath
De Danan, by the celebrated Flann, abbot of Monaster Boyce in

Louth, in the eleventh century, as contained in the Book of Bally-
uiote, an account is given of tiie gold mine discovered near the
Liffey, which is tlius mentioned in the following passage translated

from the poem :

—

" It was Tigearnmas first established in Ireland

The art of dyeing cloth of purple and other colours,

And the ornamenting of drinking cups, and goblets,

And breast pins, for mantles, of gold and silver.

*' And by his directions Uachadan of Cualan
Was the first man of his tribe, as I record,

Who ingeniously introduced the operation

Of refining gold in this kingdom of Erin."

In modern times Wicklow has become celebrated for its gold

mines, discovered in the mountain of Croghan Kinshella, near Ark-
low, in the year 1796, by one of the country people, who found a
sniiill piece of pure gold in a rivulet running from the mountain,

and the fame of this having soon spread, vast numbers of the pea-

santry assembled to make further searihes, and collected in a few
months of this alluvial gold washed down by the mountain streams,

about three thousand ounces, which sold for about ten thousand

pounds sterling ; some of the pieces found were very large, and
one solid lump of nearly pure gold weighed twenty-tliree ounces,

another eighteen, others ten and se\en ounces, and so on to

pieces of one ounce, half ounce, quarter ounce, &c. This na-
tive gold was of a beautiful rich yellow, and very fine, being

only alloyed with minute portions of silver, copper, or iron. The
government took the mines into their possession, and worked
them for about two years, but then abandoned them, as not sufti-

cieutly productive. According to Cox, in his Hibernia Anglicana,

John, duke of Bedford, regent of France, and brother to king

Henry V., obtained, in the reign of Henry VI. A.D. 14'i6, a patent

for all the mines of gold and silver in England and Ireland, ren-

dering to the church a tenth part, to the king the fifteenth part,

and a twentieth part to the owner of the soil ; from this it might
be inferred that there were mines of gold and silver in Ireland at

that time. From the vast quantities of massive ornaments of very
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Westmeath), and Donogh, son of Br}'an Caoch,
son of Donal Buighe O'Ferrall, was slain on that

expedition.

remote antiquity, made of pure gold, as torques, or golden collars,
bracelets, gorgets, large rings, crescents, balls, \lc., found buried in

bogs and in the earth in various parts of Ireland, it is considered
tliat there were gold mines extensively worked in ancient times, of
which there are now no records to be found ; and it is difficult to
account for the origin of so much gold, unless it might have been
brought to Ireland by traders from Spain, or other countries with
which the Irish had intercourse in those early ages. The Danes
are said to have worked gold and silver mines in different parts of
Ireland, and they establislicd mints in Dublin and other places,
and many of the silver coins of Sitrick, and other Danish kings of
Dublin, still remain in museums in Ireland, of which accounts may
be found in Simon's work on Irish coins ; and in Eraser's Survey
of Wexford it is stated, that in the tenth century the Danes worked
silver mines at Clonmines, near Wexford, and had a mint, and
coined money in that city. In Wicklow are extensive copper and
lead mines, and in various parts of Dublin are lead mines, many
of which contain silver, as mentioned in Archer's and Dutton's
Surveys of Dublin. A full account of various valuable mines, in

different counties, will be found in that admirable work, Kane's
Industrial Resources of Ireland. Numerous remains ofcromleacs,
sepulchral mounds, raths, round towers, and other antiquities, as
mentioned in the preceding parts of the notes on Moy Liffey, toge-
ther with ruins of castles, abbeys, churches, &c., exist in various
parts of Dublin and Kildare, of which accounts may be found in

tlie Antiquities of Ware and Urose, in the Topographies of Seward
and Lewis, and Rawson's Survey of Kildare ; on the county of
Dublin, D'Alton's valuable history will afford ample information.

The Englkh Pale.—The term Pale, signifying a fence or inclo-

sure, was applied to those English settlements in Ireland within
which their laws and authority prevailed, and the designation
Pale appears to have been first applied to the English territory

about the beginning of the fourteenth century. Spenser in his

View of Ireland, written in the reign of Elizab'eth, speakmg of the
invasion of Edward Bruce, in the year 1316, says, " he burned
and spoiled all the old English Pale." The extent of the Pale
varied much at different periods, and Spenser says again of Brace's
forces, " they marched forth into the English Pale, which then
was chiefly in the North, from the point of Dunluce (county of
Antrim), and beyond into Dublin, having in the midst Knock-
fergus (Carrickfergus), Belfast, Armagh, and Carlingford, which
are now the most out-bounds and abandoned places in the English
Pale, and indeed not counted of the English Pale at all, for it

stretcheth now no further than Dundalk towards the North."
According as the English power extended, so did the Pale, and it

was considered to comprise at some periods the counties of Antrim,
Down, part of Armagh, Louth, Meath, Westmeath, Dublin, Kil-
dare, King's and Queen's Counties, Carlow, Kilkenny, Tipperary,
Waterford, Wexford, and part of Wicklow ; but in general the
name of the Pale was confined to the counties of Dublin, Louth,
Meath, and Kildare. Campion in his Chronicle says, " An old
distinction there is of Ireland into Irish and English Pales, for

when the Irish had raised continual tumults against the English
planted here with the conquest, at last they coursed them into a
narrow circuit of certain shires in Leiuster, which the English did
choose as the fattest soil, most defensible, their proper right, and
most open to receive help from England ; hereupon it was termed
their Pale, as whereout they durst not peep ; but now, both within
tliis Pale uncivil Irish and some rebels do dwell, and without it

countries and cities English are well governed." It appears that
the Irish who dwelt within the Pale, and acknowledged English
authority, were considered as subjects, and had to a certain
extent the protection of English laws ; but all the Irish outside
the Pale were styled Irish enemies, not being recognised as sub-
jects ; while the Anglo-Irish, or Irish of English descent, who
resisted the government, were termeil English rebels, being
accounted as sulijects. The native Irish, according to Sir John
Davies, being reputed as aliens, or rather enemies, it was adjudged

Tomaltach, son of Bryan Mac Donogh, was

killed by Hugh, the son of Donal Cam Mac Do-
nogh, and his sons.

no felony to kill a mere Irishman in time of peace; and it appears
that if an Englishman killed one of the mere Irish, he was only
fined a mark. Various penal laws against the native Irish were
passed in the parliaments of the Pale, particularly the Statute of
Kilkemiy, A.I). 1307, in the reign of Edward III., which prohi-
bited, under the penalty of high treason, any intermarriages, fos-

terage, or similar connections, between the families of English
descent and the native Irish ; and imprisonment, tines, and for-

feiture of lands and goods, were inflicted on such English as per-
mitted the Irish to pasture or graze their cattle on their lands;
and similar penalties, prohibiting the appointment or promotion
of any of the native Irish to bishops' sees, abbacies, church livings,

or any ecclesiastical preferments ; and that any person of English
race speaking the Irish language, or adopting Irish names, dress,

customs, or manners, should forfeit all their goods, lands, and
tenements. In the reigns of the Henrys and Edwards, various
other penal laws were passed against the native Irish, to compel
them to change their names and take English surnames ; to give
up the use of the Irish language, and speak only English ; to
adopt the English dress, manners, and customs ; to cut off their

glihs, or flowing locks, and shave their upper lips at least once in

a fortnight, otherwise to be punished as Irish enemies. The Irish

resisted the relinquishment of their ancient customs, as they were
extremely partial to wearing long flowing hair and beards on their

upper lips, and notwithstanding these penal enactments, the Irish

continued for centuries to use only their own language, manners,
and customs.

The Knights of St. George.—In the reign of Edward IV., the
Knights or Brotherhood of St. George, so called from their cap-
tain or chief commander being elected annually on St. George's
day, was instituted for the defence of the English Pale ; and their

force consisted of two hundred armed men, namely, 120 archers

on horseback, with 40 other horsemen, and 40 pages. This fra-

ternity of men-at-arms, as stated by Sir John Davies, Cox, and
others, was instituted A.D. 1475, and consisted of thirteen of the
most noble and worthy persons in the four counties of the Pale

;

and on its first formation the persons appointed were Thomas
Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, Sir Roland FitzEustace, baron of Port-
lester, and Sir Robert Eustace, for the county of Kildare ; Ro-
bert St. Lawrence, baron of Howth, Sir Robert Dowdall, and the
Jlayor of Dublin, for the county of Dublin ; Robert Preston, vis-

count Gormanstown, Edward Plunkett, seneschal of Meath, Alex-
ander Plunkett, and Bamaby Barnwall, for the county of Meath

;

and for the county of Louth, Sir Laurence Taaffe, Richard Bellew,
and the Mayor of Drogheda. This military society continued for

about twenty years, but in A.D. 1405, in the reign of Henry VII.,

was suppressed, the taxes levied for its support becoming obnoxi-
ous, and the body not having accomplished the objects of its

institution.

The Parliaments.—An account of the great national conven-
tions held at Tara and other places, the parliaments of ancient

Ireland, has been given at page 207, in the note on Bregia. After
the Anglo-Norman invasion, the Anglo-Irish barons and chief

governors held many gretit councils, sometimes called parliaments,
in the reigns of Henry II., King John, Henry III., and Edward I,,

but according to Lord Mountmorres, in his history of the Irish

parliament, the first parliament regularly assembled in Ireland

was in the beginning of the fourteenth century, A.D. 1316, in the
reign of Edward II., and convened in consequence of the invasion

of Ireland by Edward Bruce. Numerous parliaments were held
during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, particularly the
celebrated parliament at Kilkenny, convened by the lord lieute-

nant, Lionel, duke of Clarence, A.D. 1367, in the reign of Edward
III., in which was passed the act called the Statute ofKilhenny,
enacting several penal laws against the Irish, as abo\e stated in

the account of the English Pale ; and the no less celebrated par-
liament held at Drogheda, A.D. 1494, in the reign of Henry VII.,

by the lord deputy. Sir Edward Poyning, in which was passed the
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Hugh, i. e. the O'Conor, the son of Felim Fionn,

was taken prisoner by the sons of O'Kelly.

Torlogh, the son of Felim Fionn O'Conor, the

act called Poyning's Law, which rendered the Irish parliament

completely subordinate to the parliament of England, and no act

could be passed in Ireland without the assent of the privy council

and parliament of England. The Irish, or ratlier Anglo-Irish,

parliaments were convened chiefly in Dublin, but often also at

various other cities and towns, as Droirheda, Trim, Kildare, Naas,

Castledermot, Carlow, Kilkenny, Cashel, Limerick, Waterford,

and Wexford. Tliese parliaments, it appears, were confined to

Leinster, Munster, and Meath, and chiefly to those counties con-

stituting the English Pale, namely, Dublin, Louth, Meath, and
Kildare, as in those times the English authority was not suffici-

ently established in Ulster and Connaught, those provinces not

being all formed into counties, or sheriifs regularly appointed at

that period. During the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the

Irish princes and chiefs did not acknowledge tlie English authority,

nor attend the parliaments, which were composed of the English

or Anglo-Irish barons, bishops, and officers of state ; but in the

sixteenth century, in the reigns of Henry VIII., Edward VI.,

Mary, and Elizabeth, many of the Irish chiefs having made their

submission, and some of them having received peerages, several

of them attended the parliaments, and appear to have first

attended at a parliament held in Dublin, A.D. ].r2o, in the reign

of Henry VIII., by the lord deputy, Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of

Kildare, of which an account is given in those Annals at that year,

where it is stated that O'Neill, O'Donnell, and other chiefs, were
present. In 1541, a great parliament was assembled in Dublin,

by the lord deputy, Anthony St. Leger, which conferred on

Henry VIII. the title of King of Ireland, the kings of England

being until that time only styled Lords of Ireland; and at this

jiarliament, amongst other Irish princes and chiefs, as mentioned

in tlie despatches of St Leger, and in the state papers at that

period, attended Bryan Mac Gillpatrick, or Fitzpatrick, who had

been created baron of Upper Ossory ; O'Moore, lord of Leix
;

O'Cavanagh, of Carlow ; and the great O'Reilly, lord of East

Brefney or Cavan, who appeared in a splendid dress, which had
been sent to hira as a present by his Majesty. In 1568, in the

reign of Elizabeth, a great parliament was held in Dublin by the

lord deputy, Sir Henry Sydney, in which rules were established

for the regulation of the Irish parliament, similar to those of the

parliament of England, and many of the Irish chiefs attended.

It appears that in early times the barons, bishops, knights, citi-

zens, and burgesses, or representativ' s both of the nobility and

commons, sat all together in one assembly ; but either in the

reign of Henry VIII. or Elizabeth, they were separated into two
houses, or lords and commons, the nobility and bishops in the

house of peers, and the knights, citizens, and burgesses, or repre-

sentatives of counties, cities, and borouglis, or corporate towns, in

the house of commons ; and a third place of meeting was also

appointed for the clergy, called the house of convocation, where
met the archbishops, and bishops, and also the mitred abbots, who
sat likewise as spiritual peers or lords of parliament, and the

archdeacons, deans, and proctors, also attended parliament. In

1585, in the reign of Elizabeth, a great parliament was convened
in Dublin by the lord deputy. Sir John Perrott, and a full account

of it is given in these Annals at that year. In Perrott's parlia-

ment a far greater number of the Irish chiefs attended than ever

»had before. In A.D. 1613, in the reign of James I., a great par-

liament was held in Dublin by the lord deputy. Sir Arthur Chi-

chester, at which attended a great many of the representatives of

the chief Milesian families. Down to this time the old Irish regu-

lated their affairs according to their ancient institutions, called

Brehon laws, but in the reign of James I. the laws of Brehonism

and Tanistry were abolished by act of parliament. The Irish par-

liaments were to a great extent independent of the parliaments of

England until the passing of Poyning's law in 1494. which ren-

dered the Irish parliament subordinate to that of England, and

continued in force for a period of i88 years, namely, to 1 782, when
the independence of the Irish parliament was obtained by the

best lord's son Whis age that lived of his tribe for

a long time, was slain by the sons of Roderick,

son of Felim (O'Conor), aided by the son of Mac

Irish Volunteers, under the earl of Charleraont, the duke of Lein-

ster, Grattan, Flotjd, and other eminent men ; but after a period

of eighteen years, the Irish parliament was extinguished, and lie-

came merged in that of Great Britain, in the year 1800, by the

Act of Union.

Anglorj^orman and English Possessors.—In the account of

the grant of the kingdom of Meath to Hugh de Lacey by king

Henry II., as explained in the preceding part of this article, de

Lacey and his barons became possessed of the greater part of the

present county of Dublin. Hugh Tyrrell got the territory about

Castleknock, which was long held by his descendants as barons

of Castleknock ; the Phepoes got Santry and Clontarf, and,

according to Mac Geoghegan, Vivian de Cursun got the district

of Ratheney, near Dublin, which belonged to Gillacohn, or Giol-

laniocholmog.

In the Cotmty and City of Dublin, the following have been

the principal families of An^lo-Norman and English descent from

the twelfth to the eighteenth century :—The Talbots, Tyrrells,

Plunketts, Prestons, Bamwalls, St. Lawrences, Taylors, Cruises,

Cusacks, Cogans, Whites, Walshes, Walls, Warrens, Wogans,
Woiidlocks, Darcys, Nettervilles, Marwards, Phepoes, Fitzwil-

lianis, Fitzsimous, Flemmings, Archbolds, Archers, Aliens. Ayl-
mers, Balls, Bagots, De Bathes, Butlers, Barrys, Barrets, Ber-

mingharas, Bretts, Bellews, Blakes, Brabazons, Finglases, Sueet-

mans, Hollywoods, Howths, Husseys, Bumells, Dowdalls, Dillons,

Segraves, Sarsfields, Stanihurts, Lawlesses, Cadells, Evanses,

Drakes, Graces, Palmers, Eustaces, Fyans, Fosters, Goughs,

Berrills, Bennetts, Browns, Dutfs, Nangles, Woders, Tuites,

Tews, Trants, Peppards, Luttrells, Rawsons, Vernons, Delahoydes,

Ushers, Garnetts, Hamiltons, Domvilles, Coghills, Cobbs, Grattans,

Molesworths, Latouches, Putlands, Beresfords, Shaws, Smiths,

kc. Accounts of all those families, and others, will be found

in D'Alton's Histories of Dublin and Drogheda.

In the Cotmty of Kildare, the following have been the chieffa-

milies of Anglo-Norman and English descent : Earl Strongbow,

having become heir to the kingdom of Leinster, as son-in-law of

Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, whose daughter Eva he

had married, gave grants of various parts of Leinster to his follow-

ers, of which accounts are given in Ware, by Maurice Regan, in

Harris's Hibernica, and in the chronicles of Hannier and Campion.

Amongst other grants, Strongbow gave in Kildare, to Maurice

Fitzgerald, Naas, Offelan, which had been O'Kelly's country ; to

Myler Fitzhenry he give Carberry ; to Robert de Bermingham,

Offaley, part ofO'Conor's country; to Adam and Richard de

Hereford, a large territory about Leixlip, and the district De Saltu

Salmonis, or the Salmon Leap, from which the barony of Salt de-

rived its name; and to Robert Fitz Richard he gave the barony of

Narragh. The family of de Riddlesford, in the reign ofking John,

got the district of Castledermot, wli ich was part of the territory of

O'Toole, prince of Imaile, in Wicklow, and Richard de St. Michael

got from king John the district of Rheban, near Athy, part of

O'Moore's country, and from the St. Michaels, lords of Rheban,

the manors of Rheban and Woodstock, in Kildare, with Dunamase

in the Queen's county, passed to the Fitzgeralds, barons of Offaley,

in the year 1424, bythe marriage of Thomas Fitzgerald with Do-
rothea, daughter of Anthony O'Moore, prince of Leix. In the be-

ginning of the thirteenth century, as already explained at p. 250,

in the notes on Ossory, Offaley, and Leix, the county of Kildare

became the inheritance of Sibilla, one of the daughters of William

Marshall, earl of Pembroke, by Isabella, daughter of Strongbow,

and grand daughter of Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster,

and Sibilla, having married William Ferrars, earl of Derby, he be-

came, in right of his wife, lord of Kildare, which title passed, by

intermarriage of his daughter Agnes to William de Vesey, an An-
glo-Norman nobleman ofthe de Veseys, barons of Knapton in York-

shire, and this William de Vesey was appointed by king Edward I.

lord justice of Ireland, and was lord of Kildare and Rathangan
;

but having some contests with John FitzThomas Fitzgerald, baron
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Dermott, by the tribe of O'Cono^loe, and by the

son of Hugh, son of Roderick, at Caislean Riab-

hach (Castlerea, in Roscommon).

of Offaley, who charged liim with high treason, it was awarded to

decide their disputes by single combat, but de Vesey, having de-

clined the combat, and fled to France, was attainted, and his pos-

sessions and titles were conferred on Fitzgerald, who, in A.D.

1316, was created, by kins Edward II., earl of Kildare, a title

which his descendants still hold, and in modern times were created

dukes of Leinster. The Fitzgeralds, descended from the Anglo-

Norman haron, Maurice Fitzgerald, who cameover withStrongbow,

and of whom an account has been given at p. 42, in one ofthe notes

to the.se Annals, became one of the most powerful families in

Ireland, as carls of Kildare and earls of Desmond, and for a period

of more than five hundred years the earls of Kildare have held

their rank and great possessions, and many of them have been

lords lieutenant and chief governors of Ireland at various times

during the thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth centu-

ries. The other chief families of English descent in Kildare have

been the Aylmers, Archbolds, Bagots, Burghs or Burkes, Butlers,

Breretons, Burroughs, Boyces, Dungans, Keatings, Eustaces or

Fitz Eustaces, Prestons, Lawlesses, Wogans, Warrens, Whites,

Woulfes, Ponsonhys, Nangles, Horts, &c. Some of the Aylmers

of Kildare became barons of Balrath in Meath,and Arthur Woulfe,

chief justice of the King's Bencli, who was created viscount Kil-

warden, was of the Woulfes of Kildare.

Nobility —The following have been the noble families in Dub-
lin and Kildare from the reign of king John to the present time.

In Dublin the de Lacys were lords of Meath, and of a great

part of Dublin. In the year 1384, Robert de Vere, earl of Oxford,

lord lieutenant of Ireland, was created marquess of Dublin, and

duke of Ireland, and in the royal family some of the dukesof Cum-
berland were earls of Dublin ; the Talbots, a branch of theTalbots,

earls of Shrewsbury, Waterford, and Wexford, have been celebra-

ted families in Dublin and Meath, chiefly at Malahide and Bel-

gard in Dublin, and were created barons of Malahide, and barons

Furnival, and of these was Richard Talbot, the celebrated duke of

Tyrconnell, lord lieutenant of Ireland, under king James II.; the

Plunketts, great families in Dublin, Meath, and Louth, are said

to he of Danish descent, and were created barons of Killeen, and

earls of Fingall, and branches of them barons of Dunsanyin Meath,
and barons of Louth ; William Conyngham Plunkett, late lord

chancellor of Ireland, was created baron Plunkett; the Prestons,

viscounts of Gormanstown, and some of them viscounts of Tara
;

the St. Lawrences, earls of Howth; the Barnwalls, viscounts of

Kingsland, and barons of Turvey, and also barons of Trimblestown

in Jleath ; the de Courcys, barons of Kilharrock ; the Fitzwil-

liams, viscounts of Merrion ; the Rawsons, viscounts of Clontarf

;

the Beaumonts, viscounts of Swords, and the Molesworths, vis-

counts of Swords; the Temples, viscounts Palmerstown ; the

Tracys, viscounts of Rathcoole ; Patrick Sarsfield, the celebrated

commander of the Irish forces under king James 11., was created

earl of Lucan ; and the Binghams are now earls of Lucan ; tlie

marquess of Wharton, lord lieutenant of Ireland, was created earl

of Rathfarnham ; and the family of Loftus, viscounts of Ely, were

earls of Rathfarnham ; the Luttrells, earls of Carhampton ; the

Leesons, earls of Milltown ; the Harmans, viscounts of Oxman-
tovvn, the name of an ancient district in the vicinity of Dublin

;

and the family of Parsons, earls of Rosse, in the King's county,

are barons of Oxmantown ; the Wenmans, barons of Kilmainham
;

and the Barrys, barons of Santry ; the Caulfields, carls of Char-

lemont, reside at Clontarf; and the Brabazons, eaids of Meath,
have extensive possessions in Wicklow and Dublin.

In Kildare the following have been the noble families, the Fitz-

geralds, barons of Olfaly, earls and marquesses of Kildare, and
dukes of Leinster ; the title of earl of Leinster was borne by the

family of Cholmondely, in 1659, and the title of duke of Leinster

was held by a descendant of duke Schomberg in 1719 ; the de

Veseys, lords of Kildare and Rathangan ; the de LoTinders,

barons of Naas, and tbe Prestons, barons of Naas ; the St.

Jlichaels, barons of Rheban; the Fitz Eustaces, barons of Kil-

A combined commotion arose against O'Conor,

by Roderick, the son of Felim, by the tribe of

Teige Oge, and of Teige Roe, and by the tribe of

cullen in Kildare, of Portlester in Meath, and viscounts of Baltin-

glass in Wicklow ; the Burkes, barons of Naas, and earls of Mayo
;

the Berrainghams, barons of Carberry ; the Wellesleys, barons of

Narragh ; the Aliens, viscounts of Allen in Kildare, and barons of

Stillorgan in Dublin ; the Burghs barons Down ; the Pomeroys,
barons Harberton, and viscounts of Carberry ; the Agars, barons

of Somerton, and earls of Normanton ; the Lawlesses, barons of

Cloncurry ; and the barons de Robeck ; the Moores, marquesses

and earls of Drogheda, and barons of Mellifont in Louth, reside at

Monastereven in Kildare; the Scotts, earls of Clonmel, and also

the family of Clements, earls of Leitrim, have seats in Kildare.

Ecclesiastical Divisions.—The following have been the bishops'

sees at various periods in the territories now forming the counties

of Dublin and Kildare, of which these accounts have been collected

from the works of Ware, Usher, Colgan, Lanigan, Archdall, and
various other sources.

St. Brldijet.—The three great tutelar saints of Ireland were
Patrick, Bridget, and Cidumkille, of each of whom numerous lives

have been collected and published by the learned John Colgan, an

Irish Franciscan of the monastery of Louvain, in the Netherlands,

in the seventeenth century, in his great work styled Trias Tliaii-

inuturga, or the wonder-working Triad, so called in allusion to

those three illustrious Irish saints. St. Bridget was of the race of

the Hereraonians of Leinster, the daughter of a prince named
Dubhthach, who was of the same descent as the celebrated Con of

the Hundred Battles, monarch of Ireland in the latter end of the

second century. Bridget was bom, according to Usher, Colgan,

Lanigan, and others, in the middle of the fifth century, about A. D.

4.53, and, according to Lanigan, was only about twelve years old

at the time of St. Patrick's death, therefore he considers those

accounts erroneous which make her cotemporary with St. Patrick
;

her birth-place was Fochart, in the district of Muirthemhne, in

Orgiall,now Faughart, near Dundalk, in the county of Louth, and

St. Bernard, in liis Life of St. Malachy, archbishop of Armagh,
says in a passage quoted by Usher :

—" venerunt aliquando tres

episcopi in villam Fochart quern dicunt locum nativitutis Brigidie

virginis," and in one of her lives by Colgan, it is mentioned—" vil-

la in qua sancta Brigida nata est, Fochart Muirthemne vocatur,

quEe est in provincia Ultorum." Bridget, having received a supe-

rior education, became remarkable for extraordinary piety and

wisdom, and, embracing a life of celibacy, she received the veil

from St. Macaille, who was bishop of Usneach in Westmeath, about

A. D. 470, in the sixteenth or seventeenth year of her age, and

about A D. 480, according to Ware, or 487, according to Lanigan,

St. Bridget founded the famous monastery at Kildare, where a

great number of nuns resided with her, and the institution was

amply endowed with lands by the kings of Leinster; the place,

according to one of the lives given by Colgan, was in Irish called

Clll-dara, signifying the Church of the Oak, from a great oak

tree near which it was erected, "ilia jam Cella Scotice dicitur

Kllldara, Latine vero sonat Cella quercus, enim quercus altissinia

ibi erat." St. Bridget travelled over all parts of Ireland, and

founded numerous nunneries, which were filled with Brigidine

nuns, an order she had estabUslied, and which became celebrated

in Ireland for many ages. St. Bridget was renowned for her

wisdom, sanctity, and many virtues, and so highly esteemed by

the bishops and clergy, not only of Ireland, but of Britain, that ^

they frequently consulted heron the regulation of various religious

matters : after a long life spent in the practice of piety, charity,

aud every virtue, and having performed many miracles, she died

at her monastery of Kildare, about the 70th year of her age, A.D.
.52.'), on the 1st of February, on which day her festival has been

always celebrated, and her death is recorded in that year in the

Annals of the Four Masters, and an eloquent eulogium passed on

her memory. She was buried at Kildare, near the great altar,

and lier monument ornamented with gold, silver, and precious

stones, but Kildare having been devastirted by the Danes, the re-

mains of St. Bridget, and the rich shrine in which they were con-
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Roderick Mac Dermott, and with their combined

forces they proceeded to Ard AnchoiHn to attac^k

him ; they dismounted and defeated the son of

Cathal Roe O'Conor, but his own cavalry happily

rescued him ; O'Conor himself, with his cavalry

tained, were removed for security in the ninth century to Down-
patriek, and interred tliere in the same sepulchre with those of

SS. Patricl< and Coluniliille, as explained at p. 90, in a note in

these Annals. The memory of St. liridjret has been always held

in the highest veneration, not only in Ireland, but in Britain, par-

ticularly in Scotland, and even in many countries of the Continent.

In Ireland ntinierous churches were dedicated in honour of St.

Bridp;et, and hence many parishes and other places in Ireland are

called Kiilhride,signifyinn;the Church of Hrid{{et, or St. Bride, and
in Scotland many places have lieeti also named from her Killbride

;

a vast number of holy wells in honour of St. Bridiret, are also to

be found in various parts of Ireland, and St. Bridtiet, with SS.

Patrick and Coiunikille, have been always associated as the three

great patron saints of Ireland. The holy fire of St. Bridget at

Kildare !ms been mentioned by Giraldus Cambrensis, Ware, and
others, but Lanigan and others consider these accounts as referable

to the sacred tire kept by the vestal vir;rins there, in the times of

Druidisni ; it is stated by Ware, .\rchdall, and others, that the

nuns of St, Bridget at Kildare preserved for many ages a perpe-

tual sacred lire, but that in the year 1'220, it was extinguished by

order of Henry de Loundres, archbishop of Dublin, and that it was

re-lighted, and continued to burn till the Reformation, and it is

also said that some ruins of the fire-house still remain

The See of K'ddare.—The monastery of St. Bridget was the

first religious foumlation at Kildare, arid the place became cele-

brated as a seat of learning and religion ; a great town or city

grew up there, and an episcopal see was founded in it, in the latter

end of the fifth century, St. Conlaeth being appohited its first

bishop ; his successors were styled bishops and abbots of Kildare,

and some of them designated bishops of Leinster, for, as explained

in a note at p. 226, the see of Ferns was in the seventh and eighth

centuries the chief see of Leinster, but in the ninth, tenth, and

eleventh centuries, Kildare became the metropolitan see of Lein-

ster, after wliich Dublin was constituted the archiepiscopal see of

Leinster. Kildare was long celebrated as a seat of learning and

sanctity, but in the ninth and tenth centuries, from the repeated

devastations of the Danes, the place fell to decay ; and much more
destructive were the wars of later times, but the magnificent ruins

of the ancient cathedral, with a most beautiful round tower, and

some fragments of splendid stone crosses which still remain, amply

demonstrate its former greatness. At Kilcullen in Kildare, an abbey

was founded by St. Iserninus, in the fifth century, and its abbots

were styled bishops down to the twelfth century, at which time it

was annexed to the see of Kildare,

The Diocese of Kildare comprises the greater part of the

county of Kildare, with a great part of the King's county, and a

considerable portion of the Queen's coiintv.

In tlie Diocese of Dublin were the following ancient sees:

—

At CInan-Doha in, now Clondalkin, near Dublin, St. Cronan
Mochua in the seventh century founded an abbey, which was of

note for many centuries, and its abbots were styled bishops. At
Tainhlnvhf, or Tallaght, near Dublin, a monastery was founded

about the sixth century, and St. Maolruan is mentioned as its first

bishop in the eighth century. It was celebrated as a seat of learn-

ing and religion, and its abbots down to the twelfth century were

styled bishops. At Finglas, near Dublin, a monastery was
founded in the sixth century by St. Cainneach, or Kenny, from

whom Kilkenny derived its name, and the abbots of Finglas were

to the eleventh century styled bishops. At Swords, near Dublin,

an abbey was founded in the si.xth century by St, Columkille,

which was long celebrated, and its abbots were styled bishops

down to the twelfth century. At Lnsk, in the county of Dublin,

an abbey was founded in the fifth century by St. Maculind, and

he and his successors to the twelfth century were denominated

abbots and l>ishops of Lusk. .All the above-mentioned small sees

were annexed to the see of Dublin in the twelfth century.

and galloglasses, overtook them, and recovered a

portion of the cattle-prey which they had seized

;

he pursued them from thence to Tulsk, where Do-

nogh Cleireach, the son of Teige Mac Dermott,

was slain by O'Conor. It happened, however.

The See of Dublin.—St. Livinus is mentioned by Colgan, in

his Trias Thaumaturga, as the first bishop of Dublin, in the be-

ginning of the seventh century ; and he states, that having gone on

a mission to preach the Gospel in Flanders, he suffered martyrdom

there. Accounts of several other bishops of Dublin, from the

seventh to the eleventh century, are given in Ware and Colgan
;

and in tlie eleventh century, from .\.D. 1038 to 1084, Donatus

and Patrick, both Ostmen, or Danes, were bishops of Dublin.

These, and some other bishops and archbishops of Dublin in the

eleventh and twelfth centuries, received their consecration from

the archbishops of Canterbury, and were in canonic al obedience

bound to the metropolitan see of England; but in A.D. 1162,

Laurence O'Toole, the celebrated archbishop of Dublin, was con-

secrated by Gelasius, archbishop of Armagh, and the custom

ceased of the archbishops of Dublin going for consecration to

Canterbury. Gregory, who was consecrated in A.D. 1121, was

in A.D. llo2, the first who got the title of archbishop of Dublin,

from Cardinal John Paparo, the Pope's legate at the council of

Kclls, those prelates being until the twelfth century only styled

bifhops of Dublin. The see of Ferns, as explained in a note at

page 226, was in the seventh and eighth centuries the chief see

of Leinster; but during the ninth, tCTith, and eleventh centuries,

Kildare was made the metropolitan see of that provhice; and

hence the bishops of Ferns and of Kildare were in those times

styled by the Irish writers bishops or archbishops of Leinster
;

biit in the twelfth century, Dublin was constituted the metropo-

litan see of Leinster, ami the bishops styled archbishops of Dublin,

and sometimes archbishops of Leinster. The small ancient sees

of Clondalkin, Tallaght, Finglas, Swords, and Lusk, as above

stated, were annexed to Dublin in the twelfth ceiitury ; and in the

begiiming of the thirteenth century, A.D. 1214, under Henry de

Loundres, archbishop of Dublin, the ancient see of Glendalough,

of which an account has been given at page 226, was united to

Dublin ; but the archbishops of Dublin being all English, their

authority was not acknowledged by the Irish, who had for many

centuries afterwards their own recognised bishops of Glendalough,

and the union of the two sees was not peaceably and fully esta-

blished until the latter end of the fifteenth century. From the

twelfth to the eighteenth century remarkable contests and con-

troversies were carried on between the archbishops of Armagh

and of Dublin respecting the primacy, each of the archbishops

claimhig precedency ; but the claims of Armagh to the primacy

were fiiTally conceded, both in the Roman Catholic and Protestant

churches,
'

the archbishops of Dublin being styled primates of

Ireland, and the archbishops of Armagh primates of all Ireland.

The ablest arguments on the subject, demonstrating the superior

authority of Armagh, and its right to the primacy, are contamed

in the Jus Armacmium, published in 1728, a most learned work

written in Latin by Hugh Mac Mahon, R. C. archbishop of Armagh.

Another remarkable circumstance connected with the diocese of

Dublin may be mentioned, namely, that from the eleventh century

to the present time it contains two cathedrals, those of St. Patrick

and Christ Church, of which it is said only another instance is to

be found in any see, namely, at Saragossa, in Spain. Accounts of

those controversies respecting the primacy, and of the archbishops,

will be found in Ware's Bishops, in D'Alton's Archbishops of

Dublin, Brennan's Ecclesiastical History, and Stuart's Armagh.

The Diocese of Dublin and Glend/ilouijh comprises the greater

part of the countv of Dublin, together with a great Dart of Wick-

low, and ports of Wexford, Kildare, and Queen's County: and

the 'sees of Kildare, Ossory, Ferns, and Leighlin, in the ecclesias-

tical province of Leinster," are subject to the jurisdiction of the

archiepiscopal see of Dublin.

2 T
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that his own galloglasses deceived and turned

against O'Conor, defeated him, and slew the son

of Connor Buighe, the son of Cormac, of his party,

with many others, and also took a small portion of

the cattle-herd from him ; O'Conor, however,

happily escaped from his rebellious troops, and took

his cattle with him into Hy Maine.

Owen, son of Felim O'Conor, i.e. Felim, the

son of Owen, son of Donal, son of Murtogh, son

of the lord of Carbury (in Sligo), and the two sons

of Murtogh, son of Owen, namely, Murtogh Oge,

and John, were treacherously slain by Calvach

Caoch, son of Donal, son ofOwen ; and O'Donnell,

who was the sfecurity between them, preyed and

spoiled Carbury, in revenge of this crime, and the

violation of their compact.

Colman, son of Art, son of Cormac Ballach

O'Melaghhn, was killed by Con, the son of Art,

son of Con, son of Cormac Ballach O'Melaglin.

The Calvach, son of Hugh, son of Hugh Roe,

the son of Niall Garv O'Donnell, died.

Murrogh, son of Roderick Mac Sweeny, was kil-

led by the earl of Desmond, namely, Maurice, the

son of Thomas, in Ely O'Carroll ; and his brother,

Maolmurry Mac Sweeny, was moreover taken pri-

soner by him.

The son of Mac Carthy, i. e. Dermod, son of

Teige, sou of Donal Oge, was killed by the same

earl.

Thomas Butler, the son of Richard, was killed

by John, the son of Richard Butler.

Richard, son of Felim, son of Fergal O'Reilly,

was killed by the son of John Oge Plunkett.

Patrick, the son of the Knight of Kerry, was

killed by Mac Carthy More, namely, Teige the

son of Donal Oge.

Niall and Art, the sons of Con, son of Hugh
Buighe, son of Bryan Ballach O'Neill, committed

depredations on Henry, the son of Henry, son of

Owen O'Neill ; and Cahir O'Conor was slain on

that occasion.

Mac Quillan, i. e. Seinicin Roe, the son of Ri-

chard, was treacherously killed by Walter, son of

Cormac, son of Seinicin Mac Quillan.

A.D. 1489.

1. Beol Coilleadh. Signifies the entrance of the wood, and

appears to have lieen situated in Airteach, a district whicli was

part of Mac Dermott's country, in tlie barony of Boyle, county of

Roscommon, towards tlie borders of Mayo and Oalway ; and at

this passage of Sir William lietham's copy of the Four Masters, is

Mac-an-Bhulbaidh (the son of Boulby), lord of

Crioch Bidbach, along the Barrow, died.

O'Gobhan (O'Gowan or Smith), i. e. Mahon,

the sou of Torlogh, died.

Dermod, son ofBryan Duv O'Connor, was slain

by Hugh, the son of Conor, and by the sons ofRo-

derick Mac Dermott, at Ath-Leime-na-Girre ; but

Hugh was greatlywounded by Dermod, and Bryan,

son of Conor, the son of O'Conor Roe, a learned

tanist, was killed in retaliation for him, by Teige

Buighe, the son of Cathal Roe O'Conor, in Moy
Murchadha.

Con, son of Torlogh Roe O'Conor, died.

A great contest arose between the two O'Conors,

and O'Conor Roe marched with his forces to Bal-

lintobber of St. Bridget, and demolished the Bawa
of the town ; the chiefs of the tribe of Teige Oge

came and submitted to him, namely O'Flynn, Mac

Ceithearny, and O'Mulbrenan. O'Conor marched

with a force to Beol Coilleadh,' cleared the way,

and the people of Airteach gave him hostages.

The sons of O'Conor were defeated at Seaghais

(in Roscommon), by the sons of Roderick Mac
Dermott.

O'Conor marchedwith his forces against the sons

of William O'Kelly (of Hy Maine, in Galway), on

which occasion he burned and cut the passage of

Cluainin, and also cut and destroyed much corn.

The sons of William O'Kelly did great damage to

O'Maolconry and his kinsmen, in retaliation.

Hugh, son of O'Conor, and Owen, were trea-

cherously taken prisoners by the sons of O'Kelly;

and Duvthach O'Maolconry was taken along with

them and imprisoned.

Conor Mac Dermott was taken prisoner by

Torlogh O'Conor.

A great commotion arose amongst the people of

Annally, and many depredations and evils were

committed by them on each other, until the lord

justice made peace between them, and settled the

chieftainship between the son of John, and the son

of Cathal (O'Ferrall).

Cluan Tuaiscirt of the Shannon (Clontuskert, in

Galway), was plundered by the tribe of Lisagh,

a note in the hand-writing of the celebrated Charles O'Conor of
Belenagar, the author of Dissertations on the History of Ireland,

&c., in which he says, as follows :
" Beol Coilleadh is my residence,

in which I am reading this book this night, on the 13th Novem-
ber, 1775."
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the son of Rossa (O'Ferrall); and another success-

ful depredation was committed in retaliation in

Tirlicin (Tinnelick, in Longford), by the O'Han-
leys, on the clan of Lisagh.

The peace (which had been made by the lord

justice), between the two O'Ferralls, was dissol-

ved ; and the son of John committed a great de-

predation on the son of Cathal, the son of I'homas.

John Mac Branan (of Roscommon), was nomi-

nated the Mac Branan, by O'Conor and by Mac
Dermott ; and on that day he forgave half a mark

on Ballinvalaigh to the O'Maolconrys, which had

been charged by his predecessors for a long period.

Malachy, son of Loghlin O'Maolconry, died on

his professional visitation in Munster.

Siie (or Julia), the daughter of Dermod Andun-

aidh Mac Carthy, the wife of Torlogh O'Brien, a

worthy representative of a queen of Cashel, died.

The sheep of Meath along the sea coast from

Dublin to Drogheda ran into the sea in despite of

their shepherds, and never returned.

O'Felan died.

A.D. 1490.

Matthew Mac Conaing (or Gunning), vicar of

Lethratha (Abbeylara, in Longfoi-d) ; Fergus, son

of John, son of Matthew, the Anchorite of Iniskeen

(in Louth) ; the canon Mac Tiarnan, of Seanad

of Dromlane (in county of Cavan) ; Gillcreest, the

son of the Lecturer, a young priest who was at

Cluain-Lis-Floinn-Abrad, died.

O'Conor committed a depredation in Hy Maine,

on Roderick, the son of Torlogh, at Turlogh-na-

mbruigheol.

O'Conor committed another depredation on the

sons of Roderick Buighe, in Muine Fraochnat, at

Druim Tarlach, and at Cluain Gamhnach. The

sons of Roderick, Mac Dermott, and all that were

opposed to him (O'Conor), with their galloglasses,

were ready to meet him on Moy-na-Cruachna (the

plain of Croachan). A fierce and desperate

engagement ensued, in which both parties remem-

bered their old and recent animosities for each

other, for on either side were persons by whom
their fathers and kinsmen had been respectively

slain. O'Conor, however, defeated them, and

Tomaltach, the son of Mac Dermott, tanist of

Moylurg, and Cormac, the son of Teige, son of

Roderick Buighe, were slain ; and Donogh, the

son of Torlogh Mac Dugald, and many of their

galloglasses and kerns, were taken prisoners.

O'Conor, i. e. Felim Fionn, the son of Teige,

son of Torlogh Roe O'Conor, a brave and warlike

man, who spread ten-or in every countrj' about

him, and a man whom the Siol Murray (people of

Roscommon), expected would unite all Connaught,

diedonEaster Monday,ln the house ofMacOiragh-
ty (Mac Geraghty), and was interred in the tomb
of his ancestors at Roscommon.

Torlogh, the son ofTorlogh O'Boyle, was pitched

from his horse while running a ra^^-e on lomaire

Murbhaigh (in Donegal), of which he died.

O'Gormley, i. e. Murtogh, the son of Henry,

son of Conor, and Conor Roe, the son of Gillpatrick

Maguire, died.

Roderick, son of Philip, son of Cuchonacht, was

killed by the sons of Brvan, the son of Conor Oge
Maguire, aided by the clan of Conor.

O'Kane, i.e. John, the son of Aibhne, son of

Dermod, was taken prisoner by the crew of a ship

which came from Inbher Air (Inverary, in Scot-

land).

Hugh, son of Maolmora, son of John O'Reilly,

was taken prisoner by the sons of Glaisne, the son

of Conor O'Reilly, after he had plundered the town

of Thomas, the son of Glaisne.

Young James Savadge was killed by the sons of

the Seneschal Savadge.

Colla, son of Roderick, son of Ardgal Mac Ma-
hon, was killed by the clanof Cu-uladh, the son of

Niall More O'Neill,

Felim, son of Roderick, son of Seinicin Mac
Quillan, was killed at Aendruim (Antrim), by the

sons of Bryan, son of Hugh.

The castle of Edan-Dubh-Cairge (Edenduff-

carrig, in the county of Antrim), i. e. the castle of

Niall, son of Con, son of Hugh Buighe (O'Neill),

was taken and demolished by Fehm, the grandson

of O'Neill of Claneboy, who also committed great

depredations on the sons of Con, the son of Hugh

Buighe, and slew Geoffrey Mulcreevy.

Hun-h Oge, the son of Hugh Roe O'Donnell,

preyed and plundered the sons of Donogh, son of

Hugh Maguire, and carried away the prey to

Ballyshannon, where he slaughtered all the oxen,

bein" four hundred in number; the guards of the

town, namely, the sons of Hugh Gallda O'Donnell

2 T 2
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delivered the castle of Ballyshannon to Hugh Oge,

without consulting O'Donnell.

O'DonncU and O'Neill were deadly enemies to

each other, from the 1st ofNovember to Christmas

;

O'Donnell at Drombo, and O'Neill at the Cairgin
;

and they made neither peace nor truce, nor gave

either battle or skirmish, during that period.

O'Daly ofBrefney (county of Cavan), i. e. John,

the son ofWilliam, son ofH ugh, a learned poet, died.

Roderick and Hugh Magrath, the sons of Donal,

son of Hugh Oge, the two chief professors of Clan

Magrath, and Thomas O'Lorcan (O'Larkin), the

intended chief professor to O'Madden; Fionn

O'Hanghluinn, chief minstrel of Ireland ; O'Hig-

gin, i. .e John, the son of Fergal Oge, the chief

poet of Ireland ; O'Cassidy of Coole (in Ferma-

nagh) ; and Catherine, daughter of Conor, the son

of Cathal Mac Rannall, the wife of Teige, son of

Torlogh Maguire, all died.

Donogh, son of Malachy Caoch O'Beirne, and

his two sons, one of them only in his seventh year,

were treacherously slain by the other portion of

the clan of Cormac O'Beirne ; and Cathal, the son

of Donogh, son of Hugh, was killed by Con Ciot-

ach, son of Hugh, son of Owen, and the people of

Conor Mac Dermott, in Tir Briuin ofthe Shannon.

The clan of Teige O'Conor proceeded with their

cattle-preyers from Hy Maine, halted before Clar,

and took Teige Roe, the son of Carbry O'Conor,

prisoner ; the son of Roderick Mac Uermott at-

tacked their predatory band that night, and Rode-

rick, the son of Cormac Mac Dermott, was slain

in that attack.

Roderick, the son of Felim O'Conor, was inau-

gurated the successor of Felim Fionn.

O'Donnell proceeded with the tribe of Teige

O'Conor to Tulsk, but was refused admittance

into the castle.

The clan of Teige O'Conor committed depreda-

tions on O'Conor, and on the sons of Roderick

Mac Dermott, at Bothar Liathbaislice, (Baslick, in

Roscommon).

The clan of Teige O'Conor, and Teige Roe

(O'Conor), proceeded with their predatory troops

into Moylurg, where they cut down all the corn,

converted it to their own use, and expelled the in-

habitants therefrom.

The clan of Teige O'Conor, and Mac William

Burke, marched with a force against the clan of

Bryan Ballach O'Conor, took their castle, and ex-

pelled themselves from their possessions.

Fergus, son of Edmond, son of Lisagh (O'Fer-

rall), plundered Fergus, the son of Cathal, son of

Thomas, and the sons of Awlave; and he also

))lundered O'Melaghlin, and committed another

ilepredation on the sons of Gillananeev, the son of

Donal, in the Cuirrin Conachtach.

Edmond Duv, the son of Rossa, lord ofthe port

of Annaly, died, and was succeeded by Felim, the

son of Gillananeev, son of Donal (O'Ferrall).

Dermod Buighe, the son of O'Hanley, was

killed by Fergus, the son of Edmond, at Coille-na-

Cloiche (in Roscommon), and O'Hanley, his fa-

ther, i. e. Teige, the son of Gillananeev, lost his

sight through grief for him. Murtogh, the son of

Anthony O'Hanley, was nominated the O'Hanley

in his place.

Judith, daughter of Murrogh, son ofTeige Glai,

the wife of Donal Mac Corman, died.

Malachy, son of William O'Kelly, was treache-

rously taken prisoner by Teige, the son of Donogh
O'Kelly; and the son of O'Mannin, one of his

people, was slain in his presence, after which Ma-
lachy was set at liberty.

Edmond Dillon, lord of Machaire Cuircne (Kil-

kenny West, in Westmeath), died.

Bryan, i.e. the Mac Rannall, the son of Teige,

son of Cathal Oge Mac Rannall, was treacherously

slain at Leitrim by the descendants of his grand-

father, i.e. Teige, the son of Conor, and the two

sons of Malachy, who were foster-brothers of his

father. The castle of Leitrim was taken by Ho-

berd, the son of Teige Mac Rannall, and by the

tribe of Tomaltach Mac Dermott ; and Cathal, the

son of Malachy Mac Rannall, was slain in the cas-

tle of Hoberd, in revenge of his brother's death,

and the castle of Leitrim was taken after that by

Owen O'Rourke.

The castle of Athlone was taken by the Dillon.

Gerald, the son of Dunlaing O'Byrne, lord of

Branach (O'Byrne's country, in Wicklovv), died,

and was succeeded by Cahir O'Byrne.

Young John, the son of John More from Iley

(in Scotland), was treacherously killed by a harper

of Ulster, a friend of his own, namely, Dermod,

the son of Carbry, who was quartered for his

crime.

Fionguala, daughter of Roderick Mac Namara,
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the wife of Torlogh, sonofMurrogh O'Brien, died.

Con, son of Uonal O'Conor of Corcomroe (in

Clare), was killed by Cathal, the son of Cathal

O'Conor.

An eruption of the earth' took place on Sliabh

Gamh, by which one hundred persons perished,

along with the son of Manus Crosach O'Hara;

many horses and cows were also destroyed, and a

large quantity of putrid fish was cast up by the

eruption, and Lough-na-ngabhar-Iask since re-

mains in that place.

A. D. 1491.

Owen, son of Murtogh, son of Niall Oge
O'Neill; Murtogh, son of Art, son of Owen
O'Neill ; and John Roe, the son of Roderick Ma-
guire, died.

O'Kane, i.e. John, the son of Aibhne, son of

Dermod, was set at liberty from his imprisonment,

and he recovered his cattle Irom the sonsofManus
O'Kane, before his liberation was known to any

one in his own country.

Felim, son of Hugh, son of Owen O'Neill, was

killed by Bryan, the son of Roderick, son of Ed-

mond Mac Mahon, and Art O'Neill ; Felim's bro-

ther, in revenge of him plundered and burned

Tealach Gealagain (TuUygillan, in Monaghan),

and slew many persons.

An awful contest arose between O'Neill, i. e.

Con, the son of Henry, and O'Donnell, i.e. Hugh
Roe, the son of Niall Garv, and they could not be

pacified until thej' both proceeded before the lord

justice, the earl of Kildare, and they returned back

again without peace or truce. Bryan, the son of

Hugh Gallda, the son of Niall O'Donnell, was

slain in that contest by Henry, the son of Henry
O'Neill, and the same Henry governed and pro-

tected the country while O'Neill had been at the

seat of the English.

Eachmilidh (or Emilias), the son of Magennis,

i.e. of Hugh, the son of Art, was slain in his own
house, in a nocturnal attack, by the sons of Mala-

chy, the son of Murtogh, son of Owen O'Neill.

A.D 1490.

1. Eruption of the Earth. This eruption seems to have been
somewhat similar to an earthquake. Sliabh Gamh is now called

tlie Ox Mountains, in Slipo, in tlie baronies of Tireragli and Lieney
;

and Lough-na-ngabhar-Iasg, above-mentioned, is now called

Lough Easkey, situated at the northern side ofttie mountains, and

O'Reilly, i.e. John, son of Torlogh, son ofJohn,

a youthful chieftain, eminent for entertainments,

benevolence, and great hospitality, died in the

height of his prosperity, and was interred in the

monastery of Cavan ; and John, the son of Cathal,

son of Owen, was nominated the O'Reilly.

Cathal, son of Torlogh O'Reilly, having induced

the earl of Kildare to march on young O'Reilly

and his kinsmen, great destruction was committed

on the corn, cattle, and flocks of the country, by

the English forces ; and the grandson of Balronta

(Waldron), was taken prisoner from the English

party by the sons of Cathal ; and the son of Ed-

mond, son of Thomas, son of Felim O'Reilly, was

slain by that force. The earl, namely, James, the

son of Thomas (Fitzgerald), committed great de-

predations on the sons of Glaisne, the son of Conor

O'Reilly.

Roderick, son of Dermod, son of Marcus, was

appointed the Magrath of Termon (Tennonma- '

grath, in Fermanagh).

Hugh and Roderick, the sons of Donal, son of

Hugh Oge, son of Hugh, son of Rannall, son of

Donogh Alainn Magrath, and Murrogh, the son of

Owen Magrath, died.

Henry, son of Hoberd, son of James Dillon,

slew his own father, Hoberd, by the cast of a dag-

ger, and he himself went to Rome on account of

the deed.

Very wet stormy weather happened in the sum-

mer and following harvest of this year, which re-

sembled a deluge, and all the corn crops of Ire-

land failed.

A.D. 1492.

The official O'Dwyer, i.e. Hugh, died.

Roderick, i.e. the O'Conor Roe, son of Felim

O'Conor, an affable man in peace, and a va-

liant man in war, died after a long and well-spent

life, and was interred at Tulsk.

O'Hanley, i. e. Giollananeev, the son of Donal,

chief of Kinel Doffa, was killed by his own tribe.

A great and awful commotion arose between

abounds in fish ; this circumstance is mentioned in the third part

of O'Flaherty's Ogygia, and it is to be observed that the ancient

annalists have recorded, at very remote periods, eruptions of Lough
Neagh, Lough Erne, and various other great lakes throughout

Ireland.
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young O'Reilly, i. e. John, the son of Cathal, son

of Owen, and Cathal, the son ofTorlogh, son of

John, son of Owen, and great depredations were

committed by Cathal on O'Gobhan (O'Gowan or

Smith), and O'Gowan pursued them, but died be-

fore he returned.

A peace and truce were concluded between

O'Donnell and O'Neill, until May.

Con, son of Art, son ofCon O'Conor, was killed

by the people ofthe earlof Kildare, inconsequence

of his having, in playfulness, made a cast of a pole

at the earl.

Con, the son of O'Donnell, was confined in

chains by his father.

John, son of Carbry O'Neill, was killed by the

sons of O'Hanlon, and the sons of Redmond
O'Hanlon, at Traghbally of Dundalk.

Felim, son of Torlogh, son of Hugh O'Neill,

was killed by Henry, the son of Bryan-na-coiUeadh

(of the Wood), O'Neill.

Cormac, son of Hugh, son of Philip Maguire,

died.

Colla, son of Donogh Mac Donnell (ofAntrim),

was killed in his own house by a flash of lightning,

which also burned the house, and three or four

persons who were in it were nearly killed by the

same lightning.

Bryan, son of Edmond Mac Donnell, and his

son, were slain by the sons of Mac Mahon, and the

sons of John Buighe Mac Mahon.

Aibhne, the son of Aibhne O'Kane ; Geoffrey

and John Gallda, the sons of O'Kane, i.e. John,

the son of Aibhne, son of Derniod, were slain by

Walter Mac Quillan, aided by John Cathanach,

the son of John, son of Donal Ballach, and by Tho-

mas O'Kane, their father's brother, at whose insti-

gation they had come to per])ctrate that murder.

Mac Gillfinnen, i.e. Torlogh, the son of Bryan,

son of Henry Cosach, and Felim Roe, the son of

Donogh Mac Gilfinnen (of Fermanagh), died.

Magrath, the coarb ofTemple Dabeog (at Lough

Dearg, in Donegal), namely Dermod, the son of

Marcus, son of Maurice, son of Nicholas, son of

Andrew, died.

A.D. 1402.

1. The pJagite here mentioned appears to liave been that called

the Sweating Sick7ie.ss, the Ephentera Sudatoria of Mason Good,
and mentioned by Armstrong, and various other medical writers,

as the Sudor Angliriis, or the Eiifrlisli Sweat, as it was stated

that none but the English were subject to it. The disease is sup-

Philip, son of William Maguire, was killed by

O'Cathalan, in the town of Richard, the son of

Bell the Knight.

Torlogh Ballach, the son of O'Conor Failey, i.e.

the son of Con, son of Calvach, and Mac Namara,

i.e. Cumeada, the son of John Mac Namara, died.

Calvach, the son of O'Conor Failey, i.e. the son

of Cahir, son of Con, son of Calvach, was killed by

a party of the people of the earl of Ormond's son,

i.e. James, the son of John, son of James Butler,

namely, by Master Gart, and Master Gart was

immediately after taken prisoner by the earl of

Kildare.

Great depredations were committed by Cathal,

the son of Torlogh O'Reilly, aided by the sons of

Mac Mahon, i. e. of Redmond, namely, Glaisne

and Bryan, and by Gillpatrick, the son of Hugh
Oge Mac Mahon, at the instigation of Cathal

O'Reilly, on O'Reilly, i. e. John, the son of Cathal,

son of Owen, and also on his kinsmen. Other

great depredations were committed by O'ReiUy,

on the sons of Glaisne O'Reilly ; and the son of

John Buighe Mac Mahon, i. e. Owen, was slain

by the sons of Glaisne while in pursuit of that

prey, and Gerald, son of Edmond, son of Thomas,

son of Fehm O'Reilly, was taken prisoner on the

same pursuit.

John Buighe, the son of Owen, son of Rode-

rick, son of Ardgal Mac Mahon, died, on the fes-

tival of St. Tigearnach,

Donal, son of Henry, son of Owen, and Gill-

patrick Mac Caghwell (of Tyrone), were taken

prisoners, and Mac Caghwell, i. e. Edmond, was

slain by the sons ofRedmond Mac Mahon, namely,

Glaisne and Bryan, and many others besides were

either slain or taken prisoners on that occasion

;

Donal, however, made his escape from Monaghan

castle, in a week after his capture.

O'Clery, i. e. Teige Cam, chief professor to

O'Donnell (of Donegal), in literature, poetry, and

history, a man who kept a house of general hospi-

tality both for the rich and poor, died after having

gained the victory over the world and the devil.

An uncommon plague' raged in Meath, which

posed by Willan to have been produced by the use of unsound

wiieat, in consequence of bad seasons, and it is said that tlie na-

tives of Wales, Scotland, and Ireland were free from this epidemic,

and that it affected only the English, or persons of English descent,

who were in those countries. In Ireland the disease was very pre-

valent amongst the English colonists, or Anglo-Irish, and even in
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was known by the appellation of the plague of

twenty-four hours, because every person seized

with it who passed that period recovered, and

neither children nor infants took it.

The son of the earl of Ormond arrived in Ire-

land after having spent a long time in England,

and he, with O'Brien and his kinsmen, and Mac
WilHam of Clanrickard, marched with a force into

Butler's country (in Kilkenny) and compelled the

Butlers to make submission to the earl's son

;

some of the Irish of Leinster were taken prisoners,

and Meath was spoiled by these forces.

The Street of the Sheep,'^ in DubUn, was burned

by the lord justice (Fitzgerald), and after that

a peace was made between him and the lord justice

(Fitzsimon) on the following terms: that each

should hold his father's office, and that the king's

deputy-ship in Ireland, i.e. the sword (of state),

and all the privileges appertaining to it, should be

given up into the hands of the archbishop of

Dublin, until the king should settle their dis-

putes and arrange matters between them. The
cause for which the earl of Kildare resigned his

office of lord justice and withdrew himself from

the English of Meath was, because they had not

assisted him against the son of the earl of

Ormond ; the English sustained many evils in

consequence of that, for they were plundered,

and the country burned by the Irish in every

direction, after they had been forsaken by the earl.

Hoberd, son of Mulroona Mac Rannall, heir to

the chieftaincy of Conmaicne Rein of the Fomo-
rians (in Leitrim), and sixteen others along with

him, were slain at the church of Kiltrenan, on the

banks ofthe Shannon,which was burned by the tribe

ofCathal OgeMac Rannall,andby Muinter Carolan.

France, and other foreign countries, tlie English r.'sidents were the
only persona affected. The symptoms of the sweating sicl<ness,

according to lord Bacon and I'olydore Virgil, in their iiistories of

the reign of Henry Vll., were violent pains in the head, intense

and incessant thirst, huming heat of the hody, and profuse sweat-
ing of a disagreeable odour

;
great drowsiness also attended, and

if at the coTumencement of the attack the tendency to sleep was
not resisted, the disease always proved fatal. This disease ran a

rapid course, and terminated in death or recovery in the course of

twenty-four hours; it attacked mostly young and middle-aged
men, but amongst old men, women, and children, it was not near
so frequent or fatal. In Ware's Annals of the reign of Henry Vll.
in Cox and other writers, accounts are given of violent tempests,
and torrents of rain, which deluged the land, tore up forest trees

by the roots, and prostrated tiie houses and churches, cliieflv in

the province of Ulster, in the month of March, 1486, and in the

year 1491 ; thelandsof Ireland, during the summer and harvest sea-

sons, were so deluged with rain, that it was impossible to save the

Owen O'Rourke committed depredations in

Hy Briuin of the Shannon, on which occasion the
son of O'Beirne, Cathal, the son of Murtogh, son
of Teige, son of Cormac, was slain.

Conor Mac Dermott, lord of Moylurg, took
forcible possession of the Rock of Lough Kea,
and O'Donnell compelled him to abandon it on
peaceable terms.

The castle of Baile-na-Huamhadh (in Roscom-
mon) was built by the tribe of Hugh Mac Dermott.

Conor Oge, the son of Conor, son of Cathal Oge
Mac Rannall, was killed by the tribe of Malachy
Mac Rannall.

O'Donnell, O'Rourke, and Owen O'Rourke,
marched with a force into Muintir Eoluis (in Lei-

trim), to compel the sons of Malachy (Mac Ran-
nall) to acknowledge the lordship of O'Rourke,
which was resisted, and the corn and dwellings of

the country were destroyed ; they nominated Wil-
liam, the son of Ir, the Mac Rannall, in opposition

to Malachy, the son of William, who was alone in

possession of the chieftaincy for a considerable

time.

Murtogh, the son of Mahon O'Brien, died in

Thomond of the wounds he had received in the

fore-mentioned forces of the earl of Ormond.
Anluan, son of Mahon O'Brien, was slain by

the tribe of Donogh O'Brien.

Hugh Mac Clancy, chief professor of history

and of the Brehon laws in Thomond, died.

Teige, son of John, son of Teige Mac Donogh,
and Cormac, son of Conor, son of Donal Cam, fell

by each other's hands at Geevagh ; and others of

the party, who were not killed, wounded each

other.

Bryan, son of Niall Gallda (O'Neill), and Eiver,

com, and a dreadful dearth ensued ; in the month of December, a
blazing star or comet appeared, and cimtinued many months, and a

pestilential disease soon afterwards followed. In the summer of

1492 a continued drought was so excessive, that many rivers,

and most of the springs of Ireland were so completely dried up,

that immense multitudes of the cattle perished tor want of water,

and a famine and pestilence broke out amongst the Irish natives,

as well as amongst the English settlers, and dreadful plagues or

epidemics also prevailed in the years lo23 and 1525, and in 1528
the sweating sickness again visited Ireland.

2. The Street of the Sheep is now Ship-street, near Dublin
Castle, and it appears to have been burned by Gerald Fitzgerald,

earl of Kildare, in consequence of disputes between him and Walter
Fitzsimon, who was then archbishop of Dublin, and lord justice;

but they afterwards agreed that they should alternately hold the

office of lord justice or lord deputy, which had been held by the

earl's father a few years before that time.
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his son, were treacherously taken prisoners by the

EngHsh of Carrickfergus, and were delivered into

the hands of the sons of Con, the son of Hugh
Buighe.

The son of Roderick Mac Quillan, and a great

number of foot soldiers along with him, were slain

by O'Kane.

A. D. 1493.

The official O'Lucairen, i. e. Owen, a learned

cleric, died.

O'Neill, i. e. Con, the son of Henry, son of

Owen, the bountiful bestower of valuable presents

and property, and a brave and warlike man, was

treacherously killed by his own brother, Henry
Oge.

O'Donnell went into Tyrone, at the instigation

of Donal, the son of Henry, son of Owen, and
nominated Donal the O'Neill, and took with him
the hostages of the country, except those of

O'Kane and O'Mellan ; and Henry Oge was no-

minated as another O'Neill, in opposition to

Donal, by O'Kane and O'Mellan ; but that was
not lawful, because Donal was the senior.

Donal, the son of Owen, son of Niall Oge
O'Neill, was killed by a party of the people of

Art, the son of Con, son of Henry O'Neill.

O'Moore, i. e. Conal, son of David, was slain at

the castle of Bally-na-mBachlach, in Crioch Bul-

bach (in Leix), by some of the earl of Kildare's

people, namely, by Gerald, the son of Thomas, and
O'Moore; and Niall, the son of Donal, was ap-

pointed the O'Moore.

O'Hanlon, i. e. Edmond Roe, the son of Mur-
rogh, was killed by the sons of Hugh, the son of

Owen O'NeiU.

Mac Cartan, i. e. Patrick, the son of Hugh
Roe, died.

Fionnguala, daughter of O'Conor Faily, i. e. the

Calvach, the son of Murrogh, the wife of O'Don-
nell, i. e. Niall Garv, the son of Torlogh of the

Wine, and who was afterwards the wife of Hugh
Buighe, son of Bryan Ballach, a woman who
maintained her widowhood, after the death of those

good men, for the period of forty-nine years, in a

chaste, honourable, pious, and devout manner,
died on the 25th of July.

Catharine, daughter of Hugh Roe Mac Mahon,

the wife of O'Reilly, i. e. Torlogh, son of John,

son of Owen, died.

Niall, son of John Buighe O'Neill, died in his

imprisonment.

The two O'Neills, namely, the two sons of

Henry, the son of Owen, viz., Donal and Henry
Oge, fought a battle against each other at Glas

Dromain (in Tyrone), in which Donal and his

people were defeated, and the following, namely,

Mac Donnell, i.e. Randal, constable of O'Neill's

galloglasses, with his three sons, Sorley, Roderick,

and Tuathal ; Edmond, the son of Mac Donnell

More, i. e. the son of Colla, son of Toi'logh, son

of Gillespick, son of Roderick, son of Hugh Bal-

lach Mac Donnell ; Dugald, and Donogh Oge,

the sons of Donogh Mac Donnell ; Edmond, the

son of John Buighe O'Neill ; Hugh Breifneach,

the son of John, son of Art ; O'Hugh, i. e. Fear

Dorcha, the son of Anballach O'Hugh, and many
others, were slain ; and the following were taken

prisoners, namely, Niall, son of John Buighe

O'Neill, Hugh, son of Donal, son of Henry O'Neill,

and Donogh Mac Caghwell, with many others.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, and his sons Con
and Hugh, mustered a great force, and was joined

by the chiefs of North Connaught, together with

O'Rourke, i. e. Felim, the son, of Donogh, son of

Tiarnan Oge ; Owen, the son of Tiarnan, son of

Teige, the heir to the lordship of Brefney at that

time ; and Donal, the son of Owen O'Conor, lord of

North Connaught. After they had collected their

forces together at an appointed place, O'Donnell

directed his course eastward, into the province of

Ulster, until he arrived at Trian Congail ; from

thence he proceeded to Lecale, and to Iveagh (in

the county of Down), and from thence into Orior

(in Armagh) ; and he preyed and plundered Le-

cale on that occasion, and every territory through

which he passed, whose people were opposed to

him. While thus engaged on the expedition,

O'Neill, i. e. Henry Oge, the son of Henry, son of

Owen, collected his forces, joined by Mac Mahon,

i. e. Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh Roe, son of Ro-

derick, together with Magennis, Hugh, the son of

Art, son of Hugh, with all his men, and a very

numerous force besides. This numerous army

overtook O'Donnell at Benboirche (now part of

the Mourne Mountains, in the county of Down),

and encompassed him front and rere ; and this
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attack was met, and resisted byO'Donnell,prompt-

ly and undauntedly, until he collected all his forces

together from that dangerous position ; and after

the commanders of both parties had arranged their

men on each side in order, both forces confronting

each other, a fierce and desperate conflict and

violent battle was fought between them, each

party remembering their old animosities, and

more recent injuries against each other ; but at

length O'Neill and his forces were defeated by

O'Donnell, and John Roe, the son of Donogh

Mac Mahon, with many others, were slain ; but

the darkness of the evening, and the approaching

night, did not permit O'Donnell's forces to follow

up the victory as they would desire, and they came

to the resolution of encamping for the night on the

place where they gained the battle of Benboirche,

and on the following day they returned to their

homes, after having gained victory and sway in

every country through which they passed.

O'Conor Faily, i. e. Cahir, the son of Con, son

of Calvach, was defeated by Mac Geoghegan

;

James, the son of Conla, son of Hugh Buighe,

and Teige, the son of O'Conor, the sou of Torlogh

Ballach O'Conor, the son ofArt O'Conor, and the

two sons of Hugh O'Maonaigh, were made

prisoners, and eighty horses were taken from them.

Torlogh, son of Teige O'Conor, and Cathal, the

son ofMurtogh, son ofFelim O'Conor, were hanged

by O'Conor Faily, i. e. Cahir, the son of Con, &c.

Cormac, the son of Dermod Mac Dermott, ta-

nist of Moylurg, was slain by the sons of Roderick

Mac Dermott.

The sons of Roderick Mac Dermott plundered

the tribe of Teige O'Conor, and Con, the son of

Felim Fibnn O'Conor, and Tomaltach Oge, the

son of Tomaltach the Hospitable Mac Dermott,

were slain by them.

Mac Conmidhe (Mac Conway), i. e. Teige, the

son of Conor Roe, son of Eachniarcach, a learned

poet and literary man, was killed by a peasant of

his own people, namely, by the son of O'Clumhain

(O'Coleman).

Conor, the son of O'Daly, of Brefney, died.

The county of Kddare, and Kildare itself, were

burned by the son of the earl of Ormond.

James Mac Geoghegan, chief of Kinel Fiacha

Mac Neill (in Westmeath), died, and was suc-

ceeded by his brother Laighneach.

A.D. 1494.

The dark-haired daughter of O'Donnell, i. e.

Hugh Roe, the wife of Niall, son of Con, son of

Hugh Buighe O'Neill; Cu-uladh, son of Hugh,
son of Owen, son of Niall Oge O'Neill ; Owen,
son of Donal Ballach Maguire ; and Bryan, son

of Dermod O'Dowd, died.

O'Ferrall, Conmac, the son'of John, son of Do-
nal, son of John, son of Donal, one of the two

chiefs who governed Annaly at that time, died.

Gillpatrick, the grandson of Manus Maguire,

died, and was interred at Donegal on the third

day following.

Donal, the son of Owen O'Conor, lord of Sligo,

a prosperous and courageous man, who had the

country from the Curlew (mountains), to Bun-

dufl^, and abounded in prosperity and wealth, was

treacherously slain and burned in an attack within

the bawn of the castle at Bunfinn, by the sons of

Roderick, son of Torlogh Carrach, namely, John

and Bryan ; and Roderick, the son of Torlogh

Carrach, assumed his place.

Tuathal, son of Torlogh-na-Mart (of the oxen)

O'Neill, along with thirteen men of his people,

and Murrogh O'Lorcan, were slain by the Clan

Cana (Mac Cans of Armagh), and the sons of

Bryan of the Wood, son of Owen O'Neill.

Torlogh, son of Donogh, son of Thomas Mac
Gauran, was killed by the sons of Owen, son of

Thomas ; and Fergal, son of Thomas, the son of

Thomas Mac Gauran, was killed by the cast of a

dart.

John Bearnach, the son of Maolmuire Mac
Sweeney, with many of his galloglasses, were slain

by Teige, the son of Con, son of Donal, son of

Owen O'Neill, and by Hugh Roe, the son of

Glaisne, son of Redmond, son of Roderick Mac
Mahon, and they were buried at Armagh.

The English were defeated in an engagement

by Mac Mahon (of Monaghan), namely, Hugh
Oge, the son of Hugh Roe, and by O'Reilly (of

Cavan), i. e. John, the son of Cathal, son of

Owen, son of John, in which three score of the

English officers were slain, and many were taken

prisoners.

James, the grandson of Manus, was killed with

the cast of a dart by the sons of Cormac ^lac

2u
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Gauran, and Edmond, the son of Connac, son of

Manus, was the person who cast the dart.

The tribe of Owen, son of Donal, son of Mur-

togh (O'Couor), took possession of the castle of

Shgo.

The earl of Kildare was taken prisoner by the

English in Dublin, and sent over to England.

Donal, son of Malachy Mac Ranuall, heir to

the lordship of his own countiy, was killed with

the cast of a dart, by the sons of Fehm, the son of

Gillananeev, son of Donal, son of Murtogh Midh-

each, at Ballinacarra.

James, brother of the earl of Kildare, spoiled

Mcath while the earl had been at the king's palace.

The earl of Kildare, i. e. Gerald, the son of

Thomas, and the son of the earl of Ormond, i. e.

James, the son of James Butler, returned from

the king of England's palace, after peace had been

made between them ; and Edward Poynings, a

Saxon knight, came along with them as lord justice

of Ireland.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, with his forces,

beseiged the castle of Sligo, and remained encamp-

ed at it for a considerable portion of this year

;

many of his people were killed on that occasion,

among whom were the son of Mac William Burke,

i. e. William, the son of Rickard, son of Edmond,

son of Thomas ; William, the son of O'Gallagher,

i. e. Edmond, the son of Donogh, son of Loghlin

;

Owen, the son of Cormac Carrach O'Gallagher,

and Donal Aranach, a Scotch commander who

was along with O'Donnell, and many more besides,

were also killed by the guards of the castle, who

were commanded by Bryan Caoch, the son of

Teige, son of Owen(O'Conor), by Calvach Caoch,

the son of Donal, son of Owen (O'Conor), and

by Muintir Au-t ; and these transactions occured

in the summer.

Alexander, the son of Gillespy Mac Donnell,

the representative of the Mac Donnells, was killed

by John Cathanach, the son of John Mac Donnell

Ballach, on the first of the Ides of October.

John, son of Owen O'Donnell, was hanged by

Con, the son of Hugh Roe O'Donnell.

A.D. 1495.

John Maguire, the son of Pierce, son of Maurice,

the parson of DerryvuUen, and erenach of Clee-

nish (in Fermanagh), a man who kept a house of

general hospitality, and the parson, Patrick

O'Hugh, died.

Roderick, son of Torlogh Can'ach O'Conor,

loi-d of Carbury of Drumcliffe (in Shgo), died.

A dispute arose between the descendants of

Donal about the lordship of the country, viz.

:

between Felim, the son of Manus, son of Bryan,

and Roderick Oge, the son of Roderick Ballach
;

Murtogh Caoch, the son of Manus O'Conor,

Roderick- Oge, and Torlogh, the son of Roderick,

son of Bryan, fell by each other's hands at Drum-
cliffe, in the conflict, after which the country

remained in Felim's possession.

Connac, i. e. the Mac Carthy, the son of Teige,

son of Cormac, lord of Muskerry (in Cork), was

killed by his own brother Owen, the son of Teige,

aided by his sons ; he was a man who promoted

and revered the church, and was the first founder

of the monastery of Kilcreedhe (Kilcrea, a Fran-

ciscan monastery in Cork, see at A.D. 1465), a

man who ordained that the Sabbath should be

kept holy in his own ten-itory as it ought to be,

and he was succeeded by Owen, the son of Teige.

Manus, the son ofOwen Roe MacManus,lord of

Tir Tuathail Maolgarbh, and INIurtogh, the son of

Anthony O'Hanley, chief of Kinel Doffa Mac Aon-

gusa, (both in Roscommon), died; and Donal, the

son of Roderick Buighe, succeeded him in the

chieftaincy.

Tomaltach, son of Connac Ballach Mac Do-

nogh, died.

O'Donnell went to see the king of Scotland

(James IV.), and they entered into a compact of

aiding and supporting each other on all occasions

of necessity wliich might happen to theifi.

Con, son of Hugh Roe (O'Donnell), with his

forces, came to Sligo, and laid siege to the town

for some time. The tribe of Owen (O'Conor),

collected an immense great force to relieve Sligo,

which consisted of the clan of Roderick Mac Der-

mott, of the people of Tireragh of the Moy
(O'Dowds), the Mac Donoghs, and those of Coo-

lavin, and all marched towards the town to relieve

it. Con having received intelligence of those

forces marching on him, he mustered his small

party, and accompanied by Owen O'Rourke, tanist

of Brefney, and the tribe of Donal Cam, the son

of Mac Donogh, marched forth from their tents
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briskly and courageously to meet and oppose those

forces at Beul-an-droichid (near Ballysadare), and

they came within the distance of casting their

darts at each other, and neither party halted, but

each attacked the other immediately. It happened,

however, at the very time they commenced to fight

and use their arms, that O'Donnell himself came

up to them, having just arrived from Scotland,

and only remaining one night in his fortress at

Donegal ; he proceeded to relieve his son on

learning the predicament in which he was placed.

As soon as O'DonneU advanced into the centre of

his people, both sides engaged in a fierce and

desperate battle ; but, however, the northern forces

with O'Donnell became victorious, as he was

accustomed to compel his enemies to turn their

backs. In that battle were slain Teige, the son of

Bryan Mac Donogh, lord of Tirerrill (in Sligo)

;

Owen Caoch, the son of Roderick O'Dowd, lord of

Tireragh of theMoy ; Bryan Caoch, the son ofTeige,

son of Owen ; Teige, son of Donal, son of Owen,

and Cian, son of Bryan O'Gara ; and O'Gara him-

self, i. e. Dermod, the son of Owen, was taken

prisoner. Besides these, many of the Conacian

chiefs and common 'soldiers were slain, drowned,

or taken prisoners in that defeat of Belandroichid
;

the son of O'Boyle, i. e. Teige, the son of Niall,

son of Torlogh, was slain in the thick of the fight.

O'Donnell preyed and plundered all his enemies

throughout the country in general, until they made

their submission.

Teige, the son of Donal Cam (Mac Donogh)

assumed the chieftaincy of Tirerrill.

Mac AVilliam of Clanrickard, i. e. Rickard Oge,

marched into North Connaught, and spoiled all

that parlTof the country which was left unspoiled

by O'Donnell.

O'Neill, i. e. Donal, committed a depredation on

the other O'Neill, namely, Henry, and many were

slain between them.

O'Neill, i.e. Henry; INIagennis, namely Hugh,

the son of Art, son of Hugh ; O'Hanlon, i. e. Ma-
lachy, the son of Felim ; and the son of Mac Ma-
hon, i. e. Gillpatrick, the son of Hugh Oge, son of

Hugh Roe, marched with a force into Fermanagh,

and completely burned the town of Mac Gillroy

;

from thence they proceeded to attack Maguire, and

threatened, that unless they obtained peace from

him, they would spoil all his country as far as

O'Flanagan's town. It happened, however, other-

wise with them, for they remained two nights on

the eastern side ofthe lake, at Drum Ralan (Drom-
ralla, near Lough Erne, in Fermanagh), and did

not attempt to proceed farther into Maguire's ter-

ritory, and some of their party were slain ; and

O'Neill, i. e. Henry Oge, at length granted to Ma-
guire his own terms of peace on that occasion.

The two sons ofO'Hanlon, i.e. of Felim, namely,

Murrogh Roe and Gillpatrick, were slain by the

sons of Hugh, son of Owen O'Neill, aided by the

sons of Carbry, son of Hugh O'Neill.

Mac Gauran, i. e. Felim, the son ofThomas, son

of Fergal, son of Thomas, son of Bryan Breaghach,

chief of TuUaghaw (in the county of Cavan,) was

drowned in Lough Crannoige of Coill-an-Mhuilinn

(the Wood of the Mill), and was succeeded by Do-
nal Bearnach, his brother.

Mac Guire, i. e. Gillpatrick, the son of Gillpa-

trick, died.

Manus Maol, the son of Redmond Riavach, the

son of Dun, son of Cuchonacht Maguire, was kil-

led by Philip, the son ofEdmond Maguire, and by

the GioUa Ballach, the son of Cuchonacht Mac
Caffi-ey.

O'Duigenan of Kilronan, i. e. Dubhthach, the

son of Malachjr, son of Matthew Glas, chief pro-

fessor to Muintir Maolruain (tribe of the Mac
Dermotts), a learned historian, a man who kept an

open house ofgeneral hospitality, the most wealthy

professor in Ireland in cattle and herds, died in his

own house at Kilronan, after a long and well-spent

life, and after having gained the palm of victory

over the world and the devil.

Donal O'Maolcomy, the son of Fergus, chief

professor of Siol Murray, died, and two O'Maol-

conrj'S were appointed his successors, namely,

John, the son of Torna, and Donogh, the son

of Aithirne.

Mac WardofTirconnell, i. e. Hugh; O'Breslin,

i. e. Owen, the son of Owen, son of Petrus, chief

professor in Brehonism to Maguire ; Biyan, the

son of Sorley Mac Cabe ; and Tiarnan O'Devlin,

died.

Con, the son of Hugh Roe O'Donnell, with his

small powerful force—and the reason Con's force

was called the small po^^erful force was, because

he was always in the habit of mustering a force

which did not exceed twelve score of well-equijjped

2 u 2
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and experienced battle-axe men, and sixty chosen,

active horsemen, fit for battle—marched with the

forementioned force to the residence of Mac John

of the Gh'ns Cin the county of Antrim), for Con

had been informed that Mac John had in his pos-

session the finest woman, steed, and hound of any

other person in his neighbourhood. He sent a

messenger for the steed before that time, and was

refused, although Con had, at the same time, pro-

mised it to one of his own people. Con did not

delay, and got over every difficult pass with his

small powerful force, without battle or obstruction,

until he arrived in the night at the house of Mac
John, whom he in the first place took prisoner

;

and his wife, steed, and hound, and all his pro-

perty, were under Con's controul, for he found the

same steed, with sixteen others, in the town on

that occasion. All the Glyns were plundered on

the follo^^^ng day by Con's people, but he after-

wards, however, made perfect restitution of all her

property, to whomsoever it belonged, to Mac
John's wife, and he set her husband free to her af-

ter he had passed the Bann westward ; he brought

with him the steed, and great booty and spoils into

Tirhugh, and ordered the cattle-prey to be let out

on the pasturage. Con, immediately after his re-

turn, again mustered his own faithful forces, and

all those he could command, who were under the

power of his father, O'Donnell, with which he

marched without delay until he crossed the Shan-

non, and afterwards into Munster, and he com-

pletely plundered Magh O'gCoinchind (Magonihy

in Kerry), in Mac Carthy's territorj^, after which

he returned with his spoils, booty, and much prey,

and victoriously crossed the Erne, into Donegal.

He then distributed, in one day, the spoils he had

taken from Mac Carthy's country in Munster, and

also the spoils he had brought from Mac John of

the Glyns, in the east of Ulster, at Ard-na-tineadh-

aoil ; all of which was accomplished in fifteen weeks

and one day by Con, son of Hugh Roe O'Donnell.

A.D. 1496.

Glaisne, son of Redmond, son of Roderick Mac
Mahon, was killed in his own house at Monaghan,

by Gillpatrick Mac Mahon, and his brother Rode-

rick, who were the sons of Mac Mahon, i. e. Hugh
Oge, the son of Hugh Roe, son of Roderick ; they

had only sixteen farmers along with them commit-

ting that murder, and they took Rossa, the son of

Manus, son of Hugh Roe Mac Mahon, prisoner in

the same house. Brj'an, son of Redmond Mac
Mahon, and the son of Glaisne, son of Redmond
Mac Mahon,went toplunderMac Mahon, i. e Hugh
Oge, and his sons, in a week after the death of

Glaisne, and they carried off" the prey with them,

and several were killed on both sides ; the town of

Mac Mahon, i. e. Hugh Oge, was burned after that

by Bryan, the son of Redmond, son of Roderick.

Gillpatrick, the son of Mac Mahon, i. e. Hugh
Oge, the son of Hugh Roe, the son of Roderick,

was treacherously killed by O'Hanlon, namely,

Malachy, the son of Felim, aided by his brother

Ardgal, and his brother Eiver was taken prisoner

the same day.

Mac Mahon, and the sons of Manus Mac
Mahon, conveyed away their cattle, and joined

0'ReillyandtheEnglish,after that murder. Bryan,

son of Redmond, and the sons of Glaisne, the son

of Redmond (Mac Mahon), went with their cattle

into Farney, into the country of Mac Mahon, and

of Gillpatrick (Mac Mahon).

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, the son of Niall

Garv, marched into Oriel to aid Bryan, the son of

Redmond Mac Mahon, from which place he fol-

lowed Mac Mahon into Brefney O'Reilly, and he

burned all the country through which they passed

as far as Cavan, and O'Reilly's portion of (the

town of) Cavan itself. O'Donnell on that occasion

plundered, preyed, destroyed, and cai'ried away

much booty from the English settlements of the

plainofOriel (in Louth), and alsofromMacMahon's

portion of Oriel (in Monaghan), on his return.

Mac Mahon, i. e. Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh
Roe, died, having been blind for some years pre-

vious, and was succeeded by Bryan, the son of

Redmond Mac Mahon.

O'Brien, lord of Thomond, i. e. Conor, the son

of Torlogh, died, and his brother, GiUa Duv, was

appointed his successor.

O'Mahony, i. e. Fingin, of the Western terri-

tory (in Kerry), the most humane and hospitable

man of West Munster, and a learned scholar in the

Latin and English tongues, died.

O'Dogherty, i. e. Biyan, the son of Donal, died,

and John O'Dogherty was nominated lord, as his

successor, by O'DonneD, i. e. Hugh Roe.
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Mac Sweeney, of Tir Boghaine (barony of Ba-

nagh, in Donegal), i. e. Maolmuire, died, and was

interred at Donegal.

O'Dowd, i. e. William (of the county of Sligo),

the son of Donal Ballach, died ; and Bryan Oge,

the son of Bryan O'Dowd, was nominated the

O'Dowd, as his successor.

O'Flanagan of Tura (in Fermanagh), i. e. Gil-

bert, the son of Cormac, son of Gillaisa, died.

Eiver, son of Bryan, son of Niall Gallda O'Neill,

was treacherously killed, and his other brother

Owen was maimed, by then- own brothers. Con Roe

and Felim.

Tiarnan, son of Covhach, son of Art O'Rourke,

was treacherously slain by Fergal, the son of Ca-

thal Ballach, and by the sons of Anthony, the son

of Cathal Ballach O'Rourke.

The castle of Ballyshannon was taken from the

guards of O'Donnell, by Hugh, the son of

O'Donnell.

O'Donnell restored peace among the people of

Carbury, and appointed Felim, son of Manus, son

of Bryan, to the lordship over them, but reserved

the castle of Sligo for Calvach Caoch, son of

Donal, son of Owen O'Conor.

Con, the son ofO'Donnell, laid siege to the castle

of Ballyshannon, and Maguire, i. e. John, son of

Philip, son of Thomas, marched at the request of

Hugh, the son of O'Donnell, to drive Con from

before the town, which he (Maguire) compelled

him to do ; Hugh and Maguire then pursued him

to Donegal, and burned a portion of tlie town in

the early part of the day. Con, with the forces of

Tirconnell, Inisowen, and Dartree of Mac Clancy

(in Leitrim), turned on his pursuers, namely,

Hugh an3 Maguire, and followed them to Termon

Dabeog (at Lough Dearg, in Donegal). Magrath,

i. e. Roderick, the son of Dermod, son of Marcus,

the coarb of the same Termon, came and warned

Con and the Connallians against violating his own

protection, or that of the Termon, in behalf of

Maguire. They, however, did not regard that,

but pursued Maguire, who was endeavom-ing to

make his escape by force of arms, and Con with

his forces took possession of the common road

against them, and they were obliged to betake

themselves to the bogs and thickets which lay

before them, where they lost one hundred and ten

horses ; and in the engagement Maguire's party

were defeated, himself taken prisoner, and twelve

of his chiefs, with many others, including Bryan

Maguire, the son of Bi-yan, son of PhiUp, were

slain.

O'FeiTall, i. e. Roderick, the son of Cathal, died.

Mac Gauran, i. e. Donal Bearnach, chief of Tul-

laghaw, was treacherously killed at the altar of

Teampull-an-Phuirt (Templeport, in the county

of Cavan), by Teige, the son of Hugh, son of

Owen Mac Gauran ; and the traces of the blows

made at him are perceptible on the corners of the

altar.

Maguire, i. e. John, was set at liberty by Con
(O'Donnell), after the Termonachs (the heads of

the Termons, or church lands), of the province

had waited on him, and requested to have him

liberated.

O'Cuirnin, i. e. Roderick, and Owen Oge, the

son of Hugh O'Daly, died.

John, the son of Owen O'Donnell, was put to

death by Con, the son of Hugh Roe (O'Donnell).

A.D. 1497.

The monastery of the Friars at Camckfergus

was founded, by consent from Rome, at the request

of Niall, the son of Con, son of Hugh Buighe

O'Neill, for the use of Friars minor de obserimntia

(Franciscans), and sixteen Friars of the confra-

ternity of Donegal, with a superior, took posses-

sion of it on the Vigil of the Festival of first

Lady-day in harvest.

Conor, the son of Cormac, son of Tomaltach

( MacDermott),lord of Moylm-g, was treacherously

killed by the sons of Roderick Mac Dermott,

namely, Conor and Teige ; and Teige, the son of

Roderick, assumed his place without opposition.

Eigneachan, the son of Naghtan, son of Torlogh

of the Wine O'Donnell, was killed in the fortress

of O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, by his own foster-

brother Con, the son of Hugh Roe, aided by

Gerald, the son of Donal, son of Felim O'Dogh-

erty, Bryan, the son of Mac Clancy, and others.

The following were slain by Eignaghan, namely,

Owen, the son of Torlogh Gallda O'Donnell, the

son of Hugh, son of Torlogh GaUda ; Owen, the

son of Hugh, son of Donogh of the Wood O'Don-

nell ; Fehm, the son of the Giolla Duv, and Tor-

logh, the son of Cathal, son of the Giolla Duv
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O'Gallagher, Donogh Balbh O'Firgil, and many
others not recorded.

The two O'Neills, i. e. Donal and Henry Oge,

made peace with each other in the end of spring,

and the son of Donal, namely, Hugh, was set at

liberty without a ransom, and Henry Oge gave

great presents to Donal, in horses and armour, for

resigning the title of lord.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, resigned his lordship

on the seventh of the Kalends of June, being on

a Friday, at Templecarne, in the Termon, on ac-

count of the contentions which prevailed between

his sons, and on the following Tuesday Con his

son was nominated the O'Donnell.

Walter, the son of Rickard Burke, sailed with

a fleet to aid young O'Donnell, i. e. Con, the son

of Hugh Roe, against his brother Hugh Oge, and

after having landed they were joined by Con, and

both were defeated by Hugh, who took from them

the greater portion of their arms, armour, and pro-

visions, but Hugh himself was taken prisoner in

two days after by O'Donnell, namely Con, and

was sent to be imprisoned at Conmaicne Cuile

(Kilmaine in Mayo), in Connaught, by Walter, the

son of Rickard Burke.

O'Donnell, i. e. Con, marched with a force

against Mac Dermott of Moylurg, namely, Teige,

the son of Roderick Mac Dermott, and only a few

from Connaught joined his forces on that occasion,

namely, FeUm, the son of Manus O'Conor, lord

of Carbury, and Owen O'Rourke, tanist of Bref-

ney, with his men. An immense force was col-

lected by Mac Dermott in Seaghais (at the Cur-

lew mountams), to oppose them, and the two

O'Conors, with their tribes, marched to join his

troops and expedition. A large portion of O'Don-

nell's forces, commanded by the son of Manus

A.D. 1497.

1. The Cathnck of Collmiikllle. The term Cathach sigrnifies

tlic Battler, or belonging to battles, and was tlie name applied to a

very curious metallic box, containing a copy of the Psalms in MS.
from the Latia Vulgate, written on vellunj, and called tlie Psalter

of CoUumkille, and said to have been written by that celebrated

saint himself, in the sixth century. The Cathach is described in

that learned work, the Irish Antiquarian Researches, by Sir Wil-

liam Betham, who gives a plate of it, on which are inscribed seve-

ral curious figures. It consisted of a brass box, Oj inches long, 8

inches broad, and two in thickness ; the toj) consisted of a plate of

silver, richly gilt and chased, rivetted to one of brass, and on it are

figures of St. CoUumkille, the crucifixion, and other curious repre-

sentations : on the corners, and other parts, were set crystals,

pearls, sapphires, amethysts, and other gems, and the cover con-

O'Conor, Owen O'Rourke, and Niall Garv O'Don-
nell, forced the pass of Beallachbuidhe on the Cur-

lew mountains (borders of Roscommon and Sligo),

where Cathal O'Rourke and many others were

slain. The great force of Siol Murray (Roscom-

mon), rose up in the midst of the armies and de-

feated O'Donnell, and the following were taken

prisoners there, namely, Felim O'Conor, lord of

Carbury ; the two Mac Sweeneys, viz., Mac
Sweeney of Fanat, i. e. Roderick, and Mac
Sweeney of Connaught, i. e. Owen Mac Sweeney

of Boghaine (barony of Banagh in Donegal)

;

Donogh-na-nordog (of the thumbs), the son of

O'Donnell ; the two sons of Tuathal O'Gallagher,

John and Torlogh ; the two sons of Donal Mac
Sweeney of Fanat; John and Donal Oge ; the two

sons of Mac Sweeney of Banagh, namely Niall and

Owen Roe ; Gerald, the son of Donal, son of Fe-

lim O'Dogherty ; the physician of O'Donnell, the

son of Owen Ultach (Mac Dunlevey) ; the Cath-

ach of Colum Kille' was captured, and its keeper

Mac Robartaigh, was slain, and many besides were

either slain or taken prisoners, and Owen O'Rourke
escaped without being killed or captured in that

defeat.

Con, the son of Con, son of Niall O'Donnell,

died.

O'Neill, i. e. Henry Oge, the son of Henry,

son of Owen, marched with a great force into

Tirconnell, and in the first place committed great

depredations in Fanat ; on their lea%'ing Fanat,

they were met by O'Donnell Oge, i. e. Con, at

Belathadaire at Leanainn, and an engagement

ensued, in which O'Donnell was defeated, and

himself, with eight score (160) of his men,

slain on the 19th of October, and his twd brothers,

namely, Niall Garv and Donal, with the son of

tains several curions Irish inscriptions. This remarkable reliquary

got its name from being carried as a military ensign before the

forces of the O'Donnells in battle, and was considered to insure

victory. It was carefully preser\ed in that family for many ages

from the time of St. Colliimkille, who was the great patron saint

of tlie O'Donnells, and of the same descent as those celebrated

chiefs and princes of Tirconnell. It is stated in the Antiquarian

Researches, that Colonel Daniel O'Donnell, an officer in the French

service, in the year 1723, in order to preserve this reliqwe, had a

silver case made and placed around it, as mentioned in an inscrip-

tion engraved on the cover. This box was placed for inspection in

the hands of Sir William Betham, for some time, and it is at present

the property of Sir Richard O'Donnell, who has deposited it for

security in the Royal Irish Academy.
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Mac Sweeney, and sixteen others, were taken pri-

soners. The following were the chiefs who were

slain along with Con on that occasion, namely,

Donal, the son of Manus Roe, son of Niall

O'Donnell ; Edmond, the son of Felim Iliavach,

son of Niall Gai-v ; Bnan, the son of O'Boyle,

i. e. of Torlogh, son of Niall ; Donal, the son of

Tuathal O'Gallagher; Edmond, the son of Do-

nogh, son of Tomaltach O'Gallagher ; Conor, the

son of John, son of Conor O'Donnell ; Niall, the

son of Conor, son of Felim Riavach O'Donnell

;

Conor, the son of Hugh, son of Conor-na-laimhe

(of the hand) O'Boyle; Conor, the son of Mur-

rogh Mac Sweeney, of the men of Fanat ; and

William Mac-an-Easpuig O'Gallagher, &c. That

battle was fought on a Tuesday, being the 1 4th of

the Kalends of November, and O'Neill, on his

return home, took the castle of Derg, and having

put Niall O'Neill in possession of it, he victoriously

arrived at his home with great spoils ; and Hugh
Roe (O'Donnell), re-assumed his lordship by the

will of God and of men.

The son of O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Duv, the son

of Hugh Roe, was liberated from his imprisonment

on the 7th of the Ides of November, and was

accompanied to Tirconnell by Walter Burke.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, proffered the lord-

ship to his son Hugh Oge, namely, Hugh Duv,

wliich, however, he did not accept, and after

having refused the offer, they both conjointly com-

menced to govern their principality, to subdue

both their neighbouring and distant opponents,

who had become disaffected on account of the

contentions which had been parried on between

the sons of O'Donnell.

Felim the son of Murtogh Roe, son of Bryan

Ballach O'Neill, was kiOed by Donal, the son of

Hugh Oge, son of Hugh Buighe, son of Brj^an

Ballach, at Ros Earcain, and Donal himself was

afterwards treacherously slain by the tribe of

Donal Caol O'Neill.

Biyan, the son of Cu-uladh, son of Hugh, son

of Owen, son of Niall Oge O'Neill, died.

Murtogh, son of Hugh Oge, son of Hugh
Buighe O'Neill, was killed by the sons of Felim,

son of Murtogh Roe, son of Bryan Ballach

O'Neill.

Niall, the son of O'Neill, i. e. the son of Henry,

son of Owen, died.

Elinora, daughter of Thomas, son ofJohn Cam,
earl of Kildare, the wife of O'Neill, i. e. Con, the

son of Henry, son of Owen, died.

O'Ferrall, i. e. Cedach, the son of Thomas, son

of Cathal, son of Thomas, and his kinsmen, were

defeated by John Roe, the son of Carbry, son of

Lisagh ; and Cedach himself, together with his son

Lisagh ; Donal, the son of John, son of Bryan,

loi-d of Clanawley ; Gerald, the son of Hugh Oge,

lord of Moy Treagh (both in Longford), and many
others, were slain. »

Glaisne, the son of John O'Hanlon, was killed

by the sons of O' Byrne.

Murrogh, the son of Conmac, son of John

O'Ferrall, was killed by Bryan Buighe, the son of

Roderick, son of John O'Ferrall.

Hugh Buighe, the son of O'Rourke, i. e. Felim,

the son of Donogh, son of Tiarnan Oge, was slain

by the son of Teige, son of Cathal, son of Tiarnan

O'Rourke.

Eiver and Tuathal, the sons ofMacMahon, i.e.

Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh Roe, along with four-

teen men of their party, were slain by the people of

Orior (in Armagh) ; Manus Riavach, and Manus

Oge O'Hanlon, with fifty of the people of Orior,

fell by them (the MacMahons).

Donal, son of Rossa, son of Thomas Oge, son of

Thomas Maguire, died.

Mac Donogh of Corran (in Sligo), i. e. Biyan,

the son of Mulroona, son of Tomaltach, died.

Donal, son of Malachy O'Beirne, the fountain

of hospitality of Hy Briuin of the Shannon, and

Teige Roe, the son of Carbry O'Conor, died.

Teio-e, the son of Malachy Mac Rannall, was

killed by the son of Murrogh Mac Rannall, as he

had deserved.

The Giolla Duv, son of Felim Buighe, was killed

at Cluan Plocain, by the tribe of Teige O'Conor.

The Calvach, son of Carbry O'Conor (of Offa-

ley), was killed in prison by the cast ofa javelin.

Teige O'Rodaghan, the coarb of St. Caillin

(abbot of Fenagh, in Leitrim), a man whose worth

could not be well described for its greatness and

extent, died at his own house.

An awful famine happened in this and in the

following year throughout Ireland, so that the

people ate food which is not fit to be mentioned,

such as was never served on dishes for human

beings.
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Mac Maghnusa, of Seanaid, i. e. Cathal Oge,

the son of Cathal, son of Cathal, son of Gillpatrick,

son of Matthew, &c., a man who kept a house of

general hospitahty, and a Biatach in Seanaid

Mac Manus, a canon of the chapter of Ardmagh

and of the see of Clogher, parson of Iniskeen, dean

of Lough Erne (dean of Clogher), a deputy of a

bishop (or coadjutor bishop) in Clogher for fifteen

years before his death, a patron of learning and

arts in his own countl-y, a chief conservator of the

canons, a fountain of charity and mercy to the

poor and unprotected of God's people, a man who
collected and brought together many historical

books, from which he compiled for himself the

Book of Annals of Bally Mac Manus,' died of the

small-pox, on the tenth of the Kalends of April,

being on a Friday, in the 60th year of his age.

O'Neill, i. e. Henry Oge, the son of Henry,

son of Owen, lord of Tyrone, was slain in the house

of Art, the son of Hugh, son of Owen O'Neill, in

Tuath Eachach (Iveagh, in the county of Down),

by the two sons of Con, son of Henry, son of

Owen, namely, Torlogh and Con Bacach, the sons

of the earl's daughter (the earl of Kildare's daugh-

ter who was married to Con O'Neill), in revenge of

their father Con, who had been previously killed

by Henry, in the year 1493.

Donal, the son of Henry, son of Owen O'Neill,

who had been nominated O'NeOl previous to

that, collected together his friends and connec-

tions, namely, the tribe of Redmond Mac Mahon,
with whom he marched to Dungannon; they

remained for some time about the castle, and a

night at Cros Caibhdeanach (Crosse Kevin)

;

Felim, son of O'Neill, i. e. Henry Oge, the son of

Henry, who had been killed, brought NiaU, the

son of Art O'Neill, with all his forces on them, on

a Tuesday morning, when he found them asleep,

attacked them at the break of day, and defeated

them, and many of the chiefs of the province were

A.D 1498.

1. The Book of Annals of Bally Mac Ma7ms was the cele-

brated work on Irish history and antiquities called the Annals of
Ulster, of which a Latin translation was made by the learned and
Rev. Dr. Charles O'Conor, and published in his great work, the

Rerum Hlbernicarum Scriptores Veteres. The Cathal Mac
Manusa, above-mentioned, was Cathal, or Charles Maguire, an
eminent ecclesiastic and learned man, who collected and compiled
those Annals, as stated in the text, at Senaid Mae Manus, a place

slain on that occasion, among whom were Henry,

the son of the forementioned Donal ; Mac Cagh-
well, i. e. Gillpatrick ; Felim, the son of Redmond
Mac Mahon ; the two sons of James, the son of

Eochy More Mac Mahon ; and Malachy, the son

of Felim Roe, son ofCon Mac Mahon, along with

a great number of the people and of the friends of

the tribe ofRedmond Mac Mahon ; Hugh, the son

of Mac Mahon, i. e. Bi-yan, the son of Redmond,
was taken prisoner there, and they lost the most
part of their horses and accoutrements ; and the

person by whom they were brought thither,

namely, Felim, received a wound on his head by
the tlirust of a spear, from the violent effect of

which he died.

Con, the son ofMiu-togh, son of Owen O'Neill,

was killed by the sons of Bryan Bacach, the son

of Edmond Roe O'Hanlon.

Niall, the son of Hugh Roe, son of Niall Garv
O'Donnell, died in his imprisonment ; and Donal,

son of Naghtan, son of Torlogh, son of Niall Garv

O'Donnell, died of the small-pox.

O'DonneU, i. e. Hugh Roe, made an attack on

the sons of Art O'Neill, and they had an engage-

ment, in which the sons of Art were defeated, and

Malachy, the son of Niall, son of Art, was slain by

O'Donnell ; and O'Donnell pursued them to Cais-

lean Maol (Castlemoyle, in Tyrone), took the cas-

tle, seized on seventeen pair (or suits) of armour,

and took fifteen hostages, along with the two sons

of Henry Bacach, the son of Roderick, son ofEig-

nachan O'Neill, namely, Felim and Hugh, and

also Naghtan, the son of Owen O'Donnell, and

the son of Eigneachan O'Donnell.

O'Kane, i. e. John, the son ofAibhne, died, and

his brother Thomas succeeded him.

The castle of Dungannon was taken by the king

of England's deputy in Ireland, the earl of Kil-

dare, namely, Gerald, the son ofThomas, who had

come thither at the invitation of O'Donnell, i. e.

Hugh Roe ; of Torlogh, the son of Con O'Neill;

of Maguire, i. e. John, the son of Philip, and of

sitnate in the county of Fermanagh ; hence these Annals have been
sometimes called Annales Senatensex, or Senatensian Annals, and
sometimes the Annals of Bally Mac Mantis. The Annals ofUlster

contain the history of Ireland from the first to the latter end of the

fifteenth century, being carried down to tlie time of the Author's

death ; but some additions were afterwards made to them, and
they were continued to A.D. 1541, by the learned Roderick O'Cas-
sidy, archdeacon of Clogher, according to Ware's Writers.
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Donal O'Neill, with his sons and friends ; the

greater portion of the Irish of the ])rovince were

along with them, about the castle, which they at

length took by great guns, and released many
prisoners who were confined in it, among whom
were Donal, the son of O'Donnell, who had been

imprisoned there for a year, and Art, the son of

O'Neill More, i, e. Henry, with his two sons, and

many other prisoners besides. They took im-

mense booty out of it, and slew Con, the son of

Owen, son of Torlogh Roe O'Neill, in the castle
;

and after that they left the town in possession of

Donal O'Neill.

Thomas Oge, the son of Thomas the earl, son

I. The Kingdom of Ulster.—The following account of the an-

cient history of Ulster has been collected from the works of the

various old annalists and historians, and also of numerous modern
writers, frequently quoted in the course of these annotations.

Name-—The name of Ulster, in Irish Uladh, and pronounced

UlUigh, is derived, according to Keating and others, from OUsaith,

which signifies Great Wealth, the word OU meaning great, and

Saith wealth, and it was so called from the richness of that pro-

vince in ancient times ; or, according to others, the name was
derived from Olhinih, a celebrated king of Ulster, and monarch of

Ireland many centuries before the Christian era, who was called

Ollanih Fodhla, a name pronounced Ollav Fola. It was also

called Cuigendh Uladh, which signifies the Fifth, or province of

Ulster ; the term Cuigeadh meaning a fifth part, being applied to

a province, as Ireland was divided into five provinces or kingdoms,
namely, those of Meath, Ulster, Connanght, Leinster, and Mun-
ster ; thus forming a Pentarchy in the early ages. Ulster was
also sometimes called Ulim by the bards, and the inhabitants were

called UUtaigh, meaning Ultonians. The name Uladh was in

after times confined chiefly to the territory also called Dalaradia,

which comprised the present county of Down and the southern

part of Antrim, and this name has been latinised UlidUi, while

Ulster was latinised Ultonla.

Extent.—Ancient Ulster comprised the following territories,

namely, Oirgiotl, now forming the counties of Louth, Monaghan,
and Aruiaffh, with some parts of Tyrone and Fermanagh ; Dala-
radia or Ulidia, now the county of Down, and the southern part

of Antrim ; Dalriada, now the northern part of Antrim ; Tir
Eogain and Tir Conaill, now forming the counties of Tyrone,

Derry, and Donegal j and lastly, the present county of Ferma-
nagh. The boundaries between the kingdoms of Meath and Ulster

were the river Boyne from Drogheda toSlane and Navan, and the

river Blackwater from Navan to Kells, and to Lough Ramor near

Virginia, in the county of Cavan ; thus ancient Ulster contained

the present county of Louth, and that part of the present county
of Meath north of the rivers Boyne and Blackwater, in the baro-

nies of Slane, Kells, and Morgallion, and also a portion of East
Brefney, now the county of Cavan, in the baronies of Clankee and
Castlerahan, bordering on Meath; therefore ancient Ulster differed

in extent from the modem province, as it contained the county of

Louth with parts of Meath, now included in the province of Lein-

ster, and also a small portion of Cavan, but the whole of East
Brefney or Cavan, which mostly belonged to Connaught in ancient

times, was, in the reign of Elizabeth, added to Ulster. In the

second century the celebrated monarch Tuathal Teachtmar took a

portion from each of the four provinces, which he added to Meath,
and thus formed the province or kingdom of Meath ; and he took

from Ulster those parts north of the Boyne and Blackwater, in the

present counties of Cavan and Meath ; and on this portion was
erected one of the royal palaces at Tailtean, near the river Black-

of Gerald the earl, and Cormac Oge, the son of

Cormac, son of Teige Mac Carthy, went in pur-

suit of Owen, the son of Teige, son of Cormac

Mac Carthy, to recover a prey ; and Owen him-

self, with his two sons ; O'Sullivan Beara, i. e.

Philip, the son of Dermod, with his son ; Teige-

an-Chaonaigh O'Sullivan, and Bryan Oge Mac
Sweeney, with many others, were slain by them on

that occasion.

Donogh, the son of O'Donnell, and the two sons

of Tuathal O'Gallagher, namely, John and Tor-

logh, returned from Moylurg, where they were

imprisoned.

Slaine, daughter of Mac Namara, i. e. Sioda

water, between Kells and Navan, as explained in the note on

Meath.
Mountaiiis and Scenery.—Many parts of Ulster abound in

scenery of great magnificence and beauty, both in the interior and
along the sea-coast. The Giant's Causeway, on the coast of An-
trim, which consists of a prodigious collection of basaltic columns

of immense size and of volcanic origin, but formed and arranged

with such regularity, as to present the appearance of a vast work
of art, is one of the most remarkable natural curiosities in any
country. There are many majestic mountains in the different

counties, as those of Moume in Down, the chief of which, Sli.-ve

Donard, rises 3,000 feet above the level of the sea; Slieve Gullion

in Armagh is also a very remarkable and lofty mountain ; and in

Antrim, Tyrone, Derry, Donegal, and Fermanagh, are many great

mountains too numerous to be here mentioned ; in Cavan also are

many large mountains, particularly the towering Cuilcagh on the

borders of Cavan and Fermanagh, at whose base is the source of

the mighty Shannon, which rolls its waters along eleven counties,

onward to the Atlantic.

The province of Ulster is remarkable as containing countless

hills of various sizes, mostly of a conical form and very beautiful,

not rocky and barren, as in many other countries, but covered wiih

earth and exquisite verdure, and so fertile that to their very tops

they are capable of cultivation. There are many fine and fertile

plains, beautiful valleys, and romantic glens ; and the country

abounds in splendid seats and extensive demesnes of nobility and

gentry, well wooded, and presenting magnificent and beautiful

scenery along the lakes and rivers.

Bogs and ancient Forests.—In various parts of Ulster are ex-

tensive moors and wild heaths, famous for hares, grouse, and other

game. The bogs in the different counties are numerous and exten-

sive, and in the whole of the province estimated to contain about

two or three hundred thousand acres. Tliese bogs are chiefly

composed of the remains of ancient forests of oak, pine or fir, yew,

ash, alder, birch, hazel, thorn, willow, ^c, which covered the

entire of the country in remote times. Oak forests particularly

abounded in Ireland in ancient times, and the Irish oak was so

very durable, that it was found superior to that of any other coun-

try for ship-building, timber for houses, furniture, and various

other purposes. In our old historians are accounts of the clearing

of many great plains and cutting down forests in various parts of

Ireland in the earliest ages, some of them more than a thousand

years before the Christian era. In the clearmg out of these great

plains the forests were destroyed, and great quantities of trees are

found deeply buried in the bogs ; and in the formation of the grand

canal, when cutting through the Bog of Allen in Kildare, oak, fir,

yew, and other trees, were found buried twenty or thirty feet below

the surface, and these trees generally lie prostrated in a horizontal

position, and have the appearance of being burned at the bottom

of their trunks and roots, fire having been found far more powerful

2 X
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Cam, the wife of Mac William of Clanrickard,

namely, Ulick, the son of Ulick, died.

Sabina, the daughter of Art O'Neill, who had

been the wife of Redmond, the son of Phihp Ma-
guire, died.

Margaret, daughter of Donal Ballach Maguire,

the wife of O'Flanagan of Tura, i. e. Gilbert, died,

and was interred at Donegal, after the victory of

repentance. It was by this couple that a chapel

was founded in honom- of God and the Blessed

in prostrating those forests than cutting them down with the axe
;

and the great deptli at wliich those trees are found in bogs, shews
that they must have lain there for many ages.

The Irish Elk.—In Boate and Molineux's Natural History of

Ireland, Ware's Antiquities, and other works, particularly by Dr.

Hart of the Royal Dublin Society, accounts are given of the great

Irish elk, or Moose deer, designated by Dr. Hart Cervus mega-
ceros, or the great-horned deer, the horns, heads, and bones of

which have been frequently foimd buried from six to twenty feet deep

in bogs and marl-pits, and also in lakes, in various parts of Ireland,

which circumstances shew the vast length of time the ancient

forests have been prostrated, and the bogs formed out of them, as

well as the many ages those gigantic animals whose remains are

found so deeply buried, must have lain in those bogs. The im-
mense size and strength of the Irish elk is shewn by its huge broad
and branching antlers, each of the two horns measuring five or six

feet in length, and having ten or twelve branches on each, and
measuring between the extreme tips of the horns on both sides ten

or twelve feet, and these horns so large and massive as to be from
sixty to eighty pounds weight, so that the animal capable of

carrying them must have been of great size and strength, and is

considered to have been eight or ten feet in height, and its body
about the same length, being far larger than an ox, and next in size

to the elephant. It resembled the great Jloose deer or elk of Ame-
rica, and is considered to have been of the same species, and also

had a great resemblance to the European elk or rein deer of Nor-
way, Sweden, and Lapland ; and it may be observed, that the huge
skeletons of some fossil elks like the Irish, have been found buried

deep in the earth in the Isle of Man, and also in France and Germany.
The remains of the Irish elk have been frequently found in various

parts of Ireland, but mostly in Ulster and in Meath ; and its

huge horns are to be seen at the Dublin Society Hi^use, and in

other museums. No doubt great numbers of them are still buried

in bogs, and these magnificent animals must have been very nume-
rous in Ireland in remote times, but the race has become extinct

for ages, and the era of their existence is beyond the reach of his-

toric records, though once inhabitants of the great forests that

waved upon the surface of the primeval lands.

In Boate's Natural History is also given an account of the

bones and teeth of an elephant, found in the year 1715, on the

bishop of Kilmore's lands, at a place called Maghery, about eight

miles from Belturbet, in the county of Cavan, near a small river

that separates that county from Monaghan. Tliese remains were

found when sinking the foundation for a mill, four or five feet deep

in the earth, in a bed which had been composed of ferns and rushes,

and they consisted of four immense teeth, the two larger ones

weighing about three pounds each, together with parts of the huge
head of the animal, and some fragments of bones ; and it is con-

sidered that this enormous animal must have lain there for many
ages.

Lakes.—Throughout the province of Ulster are innumerable

lakes, and many of them magnificent, as Lough Neagh^ in the

counties of Antrim, Tyrone, Down, Armagh, and Derry, the

largest lake in the British Islands, being about 20 miles long, 10

or 12 broad, and 80 in circumference, and estimated to cover an

area of nearly one hundred thousand acres. Lough Erne, in Fer-

managh, is between 30 and 40 miles long, and from 3 to 5 broad

in some places, and its shores, and many large, beautiful, and

Virgin Mary, at Aghamore, the town of O'Fla-

nagan (in Fermanagh).

Maine, the sou of Malachy, son of Matthew
Mac Manus, was slain in Botha Muintir Fialain

(Bohoe, in Fermanagh), by the sons of Cathal

O'Gallagher.

O'Curnin, i. e. Conor Carrach (of Leitrim),

died.

Mac Ward, of Oriel, died of the plague.

wooded islands, abound in most delightful scenery. Strangford
Lough, in the county of Down, Lough Foyle, in Derry, and Lough
Sw'dly, in Donegal, are magnificent slieets of water, or great

lakes, formed by inlets of the ocean. Loughs Melmn and Mac-
uean, between Leitrun and Fermanagh, are very fine and large

lakes, and Lough Oughter, in Cavan, is a great chain of lakes,

extending eight or ten miles in length ; and in the same county

is Lough Ramor, and on the borders of Meath the splendid Lough
Sheelin. In Monaghan also are a great many handsome lakes,

and throughout the entire of Ulster are vast numbers of minor
lakes, abounding in beautiful scenery.

Eruption of Lnlies.—Accounts are given hy our ancient annal-

ists of great lakes in various parts of Ireland having suddenly

burst forth in very remote times ; and in Ulster the following are

the chief instances recorded :—More than a thousand years before

the Christian era. Lough Foyle, in Derry, is said to have burst

forth, overflowed the adjoining plain, and drowned in its waves
Feablial, or Feval, the son of Lodan, one of the Tuath De Danan
chiefs, from whom it was called Loch Feval, now Lough Foyle.

About eight centuries before the Christian era, in the reign of

Fiacha Labhruine, one of the Milesian monarchs, it is stated by
all our annalists tliat the great lake called Loch Saimer, after

wards Lough Erne, suddenly burst forth, and overwhelmed an

immense tract of land called Magh Geannain, or the Plain of

Gcannan, which was so named from Geannan, one of the Firholg

kings. In the reign of Lughaidh Riabhdearg, who was monaixh

of Ireland in the first century, the lake called Lough Neagh sud-

denly hurst forth, A.D. G2, according to the Annals of Tigearnach,

and overwhelmed in its waters the surrounding plains, with all the

houses and inhabitants ; and Giraldus Cambrensis, who wrote in

the twelfth century, speaking of the Round Towers, states that a

tradition prevailed down to his time, that when the fishermen

sailed over Lough Neagh, they could, in the clear lake, in calm

weather, manifestly see beneath the waters the Round Towers,

which, with the towns, had been covered by its inundation ; and

this statement has been adduced as an argument to corroborate

the vast antiquity attributed to the Round Towers. Moore, in

one of his melodies, thus alludes to the subject :

—

" On Lough Neagh's banks, as the fisherman strays.

When the calm clear eve's declining,

He sees the Round Towers of other days

In the waves beneath him shining."

About three hundred years before the Christian era, the great lake

called Lough Melvin, on the borders of Leitrim and Fermanagh,

is stated by our annalists to have had its origin by bursting out

suddenly like the other lakes before mentioned, while the people

were constructing a sepulchral mound there as the burial place of

Meilge, monarch of Ireland, and hence the lake was called Loch
Meilge, now Lough Melvin. These accounts of our old annalists

about the formation of lakes by the sudden flow of subterranean

waters are not improbable, and the phenomena may have in some
cases arisen from volcanic action, or earthquakes ; and it may be

observed, that basaltic columns, now admitted to be of volcanic

origin, are to be found along the shores of Lough Neagh. Even
in comparatively modern times similar occurrences to the bursting

forth of these lakes have taken place ; and in these Annals, at

A.D. 1490, it is recorded that a sudden eruption of the earth took
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A. D. 1499.

OGHLIN MacGillachalma,

vicar of Cuilmaine, a learned

and pious cleric, died.

O'Brien, i. e. the Giolla

Duv, whose name was Tor-

logh, the son of Torlogh

O'Brien, lord of Thomond,

died, and was succeeded by

Torlogh, the son of Teige O'Brien.

Teige Mac Dermott, the son of Roderick, lord

place at the Ox Mountains, in Sligo, and a lake was formed called

Lough Easky, which is still to be seen there, situated at the nor-

thern side of the mountains; and in this eruption it is stated that

one hundred persons perished, along with the son of Manus Crosach

O'Hara, and that many horses and cows were also destroyed.

The phenomena which have so frequently hapnened in various

parts of Ireland in modern times of moving bogs, which, by the

action of subterranean waters, have suddenly burst out in a half

liquid form, and overflowed extensive tracts of land, appear to

have been something similar to the bursting out of the lakes in

ancient times.

Hivers.—In the different counties of Ulster are many fine rivers,

too numerous to be here mentioned, and several of them very large

and beautiful. The Bann, in Antrim and Derry, and the Erne, in

Fermanagh and Donegal, are famous for their salmon fisheries,

and tliere is another great salmon fishery at Bundrowes, on the

borders of Leitrini and Donegal ; and it may be observed, that all

the lakes and rivers of Ulster abound with fish in vast variety.

Mines and Manufactures.—In the county of Tyrone are exten-

sive coal mines, and there are great collieries, iron works, and
potteries, carried on at Coal Island, between Lough Neagh and
Dungannon. In the county of Antrim there are coal mines at

Ballycastle, and these collieries, formerly very flourishing, are

still worked ; and there are traces of coal mines having been

worked tiiere in the most remote ages. In various parts of Cavan
are mines of coal and iron, but not worked; and there are lead

mines, which contain some silver, at Cootehill and Ballyconnell

;

there are sulplmr mines in the mountains of Glangevlin, and in

various parts of the county are valuable quarries of limestone,

freestone, and slate, and also ores of potter's clay, manganese, and

other minerals. In the county of Down, the Woume mountains

are chiefly composed of granite, and also Slieve Gullion mountain

in Armagh ; and in the latter county there are fine quarries of

freestone and slate, and also coal, iron, copper, and lead ores.

In the county of Donegal, in the Rosses and other parts, are valu-

able quarries of white, black, and variegated marble, and also

slate quarries ; and there are ores of iron, copper, lead, and man-
ganese, found in various places, and some mines were formerly

worked. In Fermanagh are very fine marble, limestone, and free-

stone quarries ; and on the borders of Cavan, at Cuileagh moun-
tain, are abundance of iron ore, and some coal mines, which could

be profitably worked. In the counties of Derry and Antrim are

vast strata of basalt, of which the Giant's Causeway is composed.

Iron mines were formerly worked in the county of Derry, and
there are also some mines of coal, copper, and lead. In Slonaghan

are very extensive quarries of excellent freestone, and of fine lime-

stone, equal to marble, and also slate quarries ; coal mines were
formerly worked nearCarrickmacross, and lead mines in the Creeve
mountains. In Louth, the Carlingford mountains, a branch of the

mountains of Moume, are composed chiefly of granite, and there

are extensive limestone quarries ; there are ores of ironstone, and
remains of some ancient iron works, found on the hills in various

places ; and there is a large pm manufactory at Dundalk. The

of Moylurg, a prosperous, undaunted man, who

spread terror into every neighboiuing country, died

on the rock of Lough Kea, after having gained the

victory over the world and the devil, and was suc-

ceeded by Cormac, the son of Roderick Mac Der-

mott. '

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, went on amicable

terms towards the EngUsh, to pay a visit to the

king of England's representative.

Mac DonneD, of Clankelly (in Fermanagh),

i. e, Cormac, the son of Art, a charitable and hos-

pitable man, died, and was buried at Clones.

Bryan, son of Maguire, i. e. John, the son of

extensive quarries of granite, fi-eestone, limestone, marble, basalt,

porphyry, and slates, found in various counties, are very valuable

for furnishing building materials,millstones,&c.; andjasper,agates,

gypsum or alabaster, chalcedony, garnets, and other precious

stones, are also found in many places, and also pearls found in the

Bann, and other rivers of Ulster ; and the waters of Lough Neagh
are famous for petrifying vvood, and of these petrifactions excel-

lent liones are manufactured. If the valuable mines and quarries

in the various counties of Ulster were properly worked, they would

afford vast sources of wealth ; but the mining and manufacturing

industry of Ireland is yet in its infancy, though it is to be

hoped that Dr. Kane's excellent work on the " Industrial Re-

sources of Ireland" will awaken proper attention to these impor-

tant subjects. The Newry and Lagan Canals, and navigation of

Lough Neagh, and the Great Ulster Canal, recently formed, con-

necting Lough Neagh and Lough Erne, will do much to promote

trade and commerce. But the inland navigation of Ulster is capa-

ble of far greater extension, along Lough Erne to the Atlantic at

Ballyshannon, and on the south by the lakes of Lough Oughter in

Cavan, with an additional canal to Leitrim, to communicate with

the great coal works and iron mmes of Arigna, and connect Loughs

Neagh and Erne with the Shannon ; thus forming a magnificent

chain of navigable communication between Ulster and the other

provinces of Ireland, and developing the vast but comparatively

dormant resources of the country, in trade, commerce, agriculture,

mines, manufactures, fisheries, and all other branches of industry.

The formation of rail-roads now in progress, and many in contem-

plation, throughout Ulster, will still further promote these great

national improvements. The linen manufacture was formerly the

staple trade of Ulster, but has of late years greatly fallen to decay.

Agriculture, though in modem times much advanced, is still ex-

tremely imperfect in Ulster, as in other parts of Ireland, and capa-

ble of immense extension, by draining, fencing, and otiier improve-

ments. There are more than one million of acres of waste lands,

mountains, bogs, and moors, in Ulster, capable of being profi-

tably reclaimed, and the arable land could be made four-fold

more productive than it is at present by proper modes of culti-

vation.

Antiquities.—In all the counties of Ulster are to be found

Druidieal remains, such as Cromleacs, and circles composed of

huge stones, and remains of Druidieal temples. Sepulchral

Mounds, or Tumuli, commonly called moats, resembling hillocks,

the sepulchres of kings and warriors in the Pagan times, arefound

in the different counties, and also those huge heaps of stones,

called Cairns, likewise used as sepulchral monuments, are found

on high hills and mountains in various places ; and m that part of

ancient Ulster now forming the county of Louth are many sepul-

chral mounds, and other interesting antiquities, of which accounts

will be found in Wright's Louthiana. Those circular earthen

ramparts called Hatlis are found in vast numbers throughout all

the counties of Ulster. The term Lios, or Lis, is applied to these

raths, and they are commonly called Danish forts, from some tra-

ditions that they were constructed by the Danes ; but such opinions

2x2
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Philip, was taken prisoner by the sons of Bryan
Maguire.

Donogh, the son of Conor, son of Hugh Ma-

are erroneous ; for, though some of tliera may have beefi made by
the Danes, most of them were erected as habitations and fortresses

by the ancient Irish many centuries before the arrival of the
Danes in Ireland.

Round Towers still exist in almost all the counties of ancient

Ulster. In Louth, there is one at Monasterboyce, and another at

Dromiskin j and there were in former times one at Drogheda, one

at the town of Louth, and another at Heynstown, near Dundalk.
In Armagh, there was in former times a Round Tower at the city

of Armagh, or, according to other accounts, tliere were several of

them there. In Monashan, there are two at Clones, one perfect,

and the remains of the other, and there is one at Iniskeen. lu

Down, one at Drumboe, and remains of another at Maghera ; a
beautiful Round Tower stood at Downpatrick, which, with bar-

barons bad taste, was taken down about the year 1790, when
rebuilding the cathedral. In Antrim, there is one near the town
of Antrim, and anotljer at Annoy

;
part of one on Ram Island, in

Lough Neagh, and ruins of anotlier at Trummery, near Lisburn.

In Derry, there was one in former times in the city of Derry, at

the ancient cathedral, whicli was called St. Columkille's Tower.
In Donegal, according to the map of the Society for the Diffusion

of Useful Knowledge, there are remains of a Round Tower at

Braade, and another on Tory Island, called St. Columkille's Tower,
and there was one in former times at Raphoe. In Tyrone, there

was formerly a Round Tower at Erigal Kerogue. In Fermanagh,
there is one on Devenish Island, in Lough Erne, near Enniskillen.

In Cavan, there is one at the ancient abbey of Dromlane. Thus,
in ancient Ulster, there are accounts of 23 Round Towers, includ-

ing those now remaining perfect and imperfect, and others which
havefallen or been thrown down; and no doubt, in remote times, there

were many more, of which there are now no records ; and it may
be observed, that many of those Round Towers now remaining

from barbarous neglect are falling into dilapidation and ruin,

though if repaired, they would stand for a thousand years to come.
There are to be found throughout all the counties of Ulster ruins

and remains of numerous abbeys, churches, and castles; and in

that part of ancient Ulster now forming the county of Louth the

venerable ruins of the old abbeys of Drogheda, and of the great

Cistercian abbey of Mellifont, in Louth, togetiier with the splendid

antique stone crosses at Monasterboyce, near Drogheda, the

largest found in Ireland, and superior even to those found at Clon-

macnois, present extremely interesting memorials of former ages
;

but the ancient abbeys and churelies so celebrated in former times

at Armagh, Downpatrick, Newry, Bangor, Derry Columkille,

Louth, Mellifont, Monasterboyce, Drogheda, Ardee,Clogher, Cole-

raine, Raphoe, Devenish, Clones, Cavan, Dromlane, and various

other places, have fallen to utter decay, under the hand of time, or

the more destructive fury of fanaticism and war. In various parts

of Ulster have been found, at difiFerent times, a vast number of an-

tiquities, buried in bogs, in the ramparts of ancient fortresses, in

lakes, &c., such as spears, hatchets, and arrow-heads, of stone,

granite, basalt, and flint ; spears, swords, and battle-axes of

bronze and iron ; brazen war-trumpets, and various musical instru-

ments ; large pots, and other culinary utensils of bronze or brass;

stone hand-mills, called querns; meathers, or large drinking-ves-

sels, made of yew ;
goblets, and various ornjiments of gold and

silver ; torques, or golden collars worn by kings and chiefs, gold

chains, large rings, balls, bracelets, crescents, and gorgets of gold,

antique bells, gold and silver crosses, and numerous other articles

belonging to remote ages, and shewing an early acquaintance with

arts and civilization.

Ancient History.—The following sketch of the ancient history

of Ulster has been collected from the Four Masters, the Annals of

Ulster, the .\nnals of Tigearnacb, O'Conor's Rerum Hibernicarum
Scriptores, the Dissertations of Charles O'Conor, O'Flaherty's

Ogygia, the histories of Keating, O'Halloran, Mac Geoghegan,
and others, and the works of M'are, Usher, Colgan, Lanigan, &c.

Tlie Partholanians, called bv the Irish viiitets Muintir Phar-

guire, was killed by the men of Lurg (in Ferma-

nagh), namely, the sons of Torlogh O'Muldoon.

Manus, the son of Geoffrey Oge, son of Geoffrey

toln'm, or Partholan's people, according to our old annalists, and
most accurate cbronologers, came to Ireland about fifteen centu-
ries before the Christian era, under a leader named Partholan, a
Scythian, from the country on the borders of Europe and Asia,

near the sea called by the Greeks the Enxine, now the Black Sea,
and set sail from the country called ]Migdonia, part of ancient

Macedon or Thrace, and passing through the seas subsequently
named the Bosphorus, the Hellespont, the Archipelago, and the
Mediterranean, by the coast of Iberia, or Spain, landed at a place

afterwards called Inver Sceine, now the Bay of Kenniare, and
planted the first colony in Ireland. He was accompanied by his

wife Dealgnait, or Elgnatha, and several sons and daughters, to-

gether with one thousand other followers. After traversing the

island, or proiiably sailing northwards, he fixed his residence some
time at an island, which got the name of Inis Saimer, or the island

of Samer, from the circumstance of his having killed there, in a fit

of passion, his wife's favorite dog, called Samer ; and this place is

still traditionally pointed out as the small rocky island near the

cataract called the Salmon Leap, a little below tlie bridge at Bal-
lyshannon, in the county of Donegal. The river now called the

Erne was, from the island of Samer, named in ancient times the

river Samer, ana is mentioned by Giraldus Cambrensis under the

name Samarium, and hence the monastery near Ballyshannon,

called Ashroe, is mentioned by Ware under the name de Sarnario.

The name Loch Samer was also the ancient appellation of Lough
Erne, and according to Peter Walsh, in his .•Vntiquities, quoting
Cambrensi.s Eversus, the lake got the name of Lough Erne from
the circumstance of Erna, the favorite waiting-maid of Meiva, the

celebrated queen of Connaught about the commencement of the

Christian era, having been drowned there. Another remarkable

circumstance may be mentioned as connected with the river Erne,

namely, that the cataract at Ballyshannon was called in Irish

Ens-Aodha-Runldh, signifying the Waterfall of Red Hugh, from

Aodh Ruadh, monarch of Ireland, having been drowned there

about five centuries before the Christian era, and being buried in a

mound on its banks ; and hence Easroe, or Ashroe, was the ancient

name of Ballyshannon. Another circumstance connected with

Partholan in Ulster is mentioned : that one of his sons, named
Slainge, was buried on a mountain, and a great cairn, or heap of

stones, raised over him, and the mountain got the name of t^lieve

Slainge ; it is mentioned by Giraldus Cambrensis as Mons Salanga,

and is now known as Slieve Donard, one of the highest of the

Mourne mountains, in the county of Down, and it got the name of

Donard from Domangart, a disciple of St. Patrick, who in the fifth

century built an oratory there, and it became a celebrateil place of

pilgrimage, and continues so to the present day. Partholan after

some time removed from Inis Samer, and fixed his residence at

a place afterwards called Binn Eadair, now the Hill of Howth,
near Dublin ; and, after his colony had been thirty years in Ire-

land, and fought some battles with the Fomorians, as hereafter

mentioned, himself and all his people, amounting to nine thousand

persons, were all cut off by a plague, which circumstance, toge-

ther with an account of their burial place, has been fully related

at p. 26(i, in the notes on Moy Liffey and liregia.

The NemcdUins,— After the death of Partholan and his people,

Ireland was uuinhaliiled for thirty years, until anotlwr colony of

Scythians, called jV'emedians, and by the Irish writers named
Clnnnti Nebnhld, from Neimhid, or Nemedius, their leader set

sail from the Euxine sea, and arrived in Ireland in thirty-four

ships, each containing thirty persons, thus making in all more
than one thousand followers, together with his wife Macha, and

his four sons; and Anuash, in Irish Ard Macha, signifying the

height, or hill of Macha, is said to have got its name from Macha,
tlje wife of Nemedius, who was buried there. In the time of Ne-
medius, several great woods are stated to have been cut down, and

large plains cleared, in various parts of Ireland ; amongst others,

the following plains in Ulster : Magh Tochair, or the bog plain in

the territory afterwards called Tir Eogain, or Tyrone ; Magh Lugh-
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Roe Maguire, was killed by the people of Tul-

laghaw (in Cavan).

The castle of Bundroos (in Leitrim), was taken

aidh, in Hy Tuirtre, and Magh Seimne, both in Dalaradia, now
parts of Down and Antrim ; Magh Muirthemhne, now the plain of

Louth, and Magh Macha, in Orgiall, now part of Armagh ; hut it

is to be observed that all the places above-mentioned were not

known by these names until several centuries afterwards, and they

are mentioned by the names they bore at the time the writers gave

accounts of thera. Several great lakes are stated to have sprung

out of the earth, in the time of the Nemedians, in various parts of

Ireland, of which accounts are given by Keating and O'Flaherty.

The Nemedians fought many great battles in Ulster, with the peo-

ple called Foniorians, of whom an account is hereafter given, and

after being vanquished by the Foniorians, it is stated that IVeme-

dius, together with two or three thousand of his people, died of the

plague, at a place called Oilean-Arda-Neimhid, now the island of

Barrymore, or Great Island, near the city of Cork.

TheFomoritms Ate called by thelrish yir\\.ers Fomornigh, which

signifies sea robbers or pirates, and derived, according to O'Brien,

from fogh, plundering, and muir, the sea, and the word Fomor

also signifies a pirate, or a giant. The Foniorians are represented

as African pirates of the race of Hani, who had come to Ireland to

avoid the Israelites, or descendants of hbein, and to have arrived hi

great numbers, about the same time as tlie Partholanians and Ne-
medians ; or, according to others, they came before thera, and

were the first inhabitants of Ireland. They are considered to have

come from the northern parts of Africa, called Lybia or Getulia,

and to have been some of the Canaanites, or Phenicians, who had

been expelled from the land of Canaan, or Palestine, by Joshua,

about fifteen hundred years before the Christian era. A remarka-

ble record of the expulsion of the Phenicians from the land of Ca-

naan, and of their settlement in Africa, is mentioned by the

historian Procopius, who was himself a native of Palestine, and

wrote in the sixth century ; he was secretary to the Roman gene-

ral Belisarius, and in his account of the wars of the Romans with

the Vandals, in Africa, he states, that in his own time there were,

near the fountain of the Magi, at the place now called Tangier,

on the northern coast of Africa, two marble colnnins with inscrip-

tions in tlie Phenician language, to the following effect—" We fly

from the face of Joshua the robber, the son of Nun." It may be

further mentioned, that the people called Berbers and Kabyles,

who now inhabit parts of the territories of Algiers and Morocco,

are descendants of the aborigines of that country, and who were

some of the Canaanites expelled from Palestine by Joshua. These

Fomoriaus therefore, it is probable, were of the same stock as the

Phenicians, Sidonians, and Tyrians, colonies ofwhom founded Car-

thage in Africa, and Gadhir or Gades, now Cadiz, and Kartabah, now
Cordova, in Spain, more than a thousand years before the Christian

era, and as Sidon in Phenicia was a great maritime city in the

time of Joshua, fifteen centuries before the Christian era, and its

people expert navigators, and as the Phenicians, Sidonians, and

Tyrians, in those early ages, were celebrated for their commercial

intercourse with Greece, Italy, Gaul, Spain, and Britain, there is

nothing improbable in a colony of them having sailed from Africa

or Spain to Ireland, and formed settlements there fifteen hundred

years before the Christian era, the period assigned for those events

by our ancient annalists. The Fomorians are represented as a race

of giants, men of great strength and stature, which accords with

the accounts given in the Scriptures, in which the Anakim kmo-
rites, Amalekites, and Philistines, tribes of the land of Canaan,

descended from Canaan, the son of Ham, are called the giant race

of Ham, and were great warriors, celebrated for their immense

strength and stature. The Fomorians are also stated by our old

writers to have been famous builders in stone, and are mentioned

by Keating and O'Flaherty as having been employed by Nemedius,

and to have erected two great fortresses, one at Rath Cioraliaotli,

in Seimne, in Dalaradia, now part of Down or Antrim, and anotlier

in Hv Niella, in Meath. Conaing, a celebrated commander ofthe

Fomorians, is stated to have built a strong tower on an island off

the coast of Ulster, which was called Tor Conaing, or the Tower

by the son of Donal, i. e. Donagh-na-nordog, the

son of Hugh Roc, from O'Donnell's guards;

O'Donnell himself, with his son Hugh Oge, pro-

of Conaing, and the island got the name ofTor-Inis, or Tower
Island, and is now known as "Tory Island, ofFthecoast of Donegal

;

and Balar Bemen, another famous champion of the Fomorians, who
commanded them at the battle of North Moy Tuire, fought against

the Tuath De Danans, in which he was killed, had erected another

great tower on Tor-Inis, which was called Dun-ard-Balair, or the

high fortress of Balar ; and the place where it stood is still

pointed out on Tory Island in the traditions of the people. Ano-
ther circumstance connected with the opinion about the Fomorians

as great builders, is mentioned by O'Brien in his Dictionary, at the

word Fomor, and it appears that the ancient Irish called the

Giant's Causeway Clochnn-na-Fomoraigh, signifying the Cause-

way of the Fomorians, considering it to have been constructed by
this gigantic race of men, who dwelt in that part of the country

;

for, though a production of nature, ofvolcanic origin, yet, from the

regular formation of the basaltic columns, it has the appearance

of a vast work of art. The four sons of Madain Muinreainhar, or

Madan, the thick-necked, Fomorian chiefs, are mentioned by
Keating as the master liuilders who erected the fortresses before-

mentioned for Nemedius, and one of these builders was named
Robhog, from whom, probably, the promontory called by the Greek
geographer, Ptolemy, Rltohogdion, took its name; and it is now
known as Malin Head, in the penhisula of Inisowen, in the county

of Donegal, and the Greek name Rhobogdion differs very little

from the Irish Dun Robog, or Robog Dun, which signifies the for-

tress ofRobog. Ciocal, a Fomorian, is stated to have landed at

Irios Donihnon, now Erris, in Mayo, in the time of Partholan, or,

according to otliers, before Partholan, with six ships, in each of

which were fifty men and fifty women, but Ciocal and all his

forces were cut off in a battle with the Partholanians. In the

time of the Nemedians, other tribes of the Fomorians came to Ire-

land from Africa under a commander called Conang, with a large

fleet and powerful force, and he erected the fortress called Conaing's

Tower, as above-mentioned. Conaing and his forces fought several

great battles with the Nemedians : one at Slieve Bladhma, now
Slieve Bloom, in Ossery ; one at Ross Fraochain, in Connaught

;

and a third at Murbolg, in Dalriada, a place near the Giant's

Causeway, where Stairn, the son of Nemedius, was killed by Co-

naing ; and at another in Leinster, the Nemedians were totally

vanquished, and the Africans became masters of the country. The

Nemedians were reduced to a state of slavery, and compelled to

deliver up^ great annual tribute on the first day of winter, con-

sisting of corn, cattle, milk, and other provisions, and even some of

their children, and the place where these tributes were received

was named Moy Ceitne, signifying the plain of compulsion, and so

called from these circumstances, and this plain was situated be-

tween the rivers Erne and Drobhaois, between Ballyshannon and

Bundrowes, on the borders of Donegal, Leitrim, and Fermanagh,

along the sea shore. At length the Nemedians, unable to bear

such slavery, collected all their people, consisting of, it is said,

60,000, both of land and sea forces, to attack Conaing's Tower,

and fought a terrific battle with the Fomorians, in which Conaing

the African general was slain, all his men cut to pieces, and the

tower taken and demolished. The demolition of Conaing's Tower

was a favourite theme of the Irish bards, and a poem on the subject

was written by Eochy O'Floinn, a celebrated bard and historian

in the tenth century, who died A D. 9*4, and of whose works an

account is given in O'Reilly's Irish Writers. Ofthis poem, which

is contained in the Books of Leacan and Ballyniote, and hi the

Book of Invasions of the O'Clerys, a translation was made by the

translator of these Annals, from which the following passages are

extracted :

"The demolition of Conang's tower by valour,

Against Conang the great, the son of Faobhar.

To which marched the men of Erin,

Under the eoiumaiid of their three brave chiefs.
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ceeded to the castle, and were joined there by
Maguire and Phihp, the son of Torlogh Maguire.

A personal encounter took place between Donagh-

" Erglan, son of Beoan, the son of Starn,
Simeon, the son of larnan the fierce,

With ships, the hero of poetic strains advanced,
The son of Nemedius, namely Fergus of the red side.

"Sixty thousand of brave men,
Valiant forces both by land and sea,

Was the number of the army which marched forth

Of the Nemedians to destroy tlie tower.

" Tor-Inis, the Island of the Tower,
The fortress of Conang, the son of Faobhar,
By Fergus himself, who fought the foreigners,

Conang, the son of Faobhar, was slain.

" More, the son of Dela, came after this

With the intention to assist Conang,
But Conang was slain before he came,
AVhich was to More woeful intelligence.

" Sixty ships was the exact number
M'hich More had brouglit across the seas.

And they were opposed before they landed

By the Nemedian clans of bravery.

" After the arrival of the Fomorians
All the men of Erin in this battle

Were drowned by the sea tide,

Excepting thirty in number of their heroes.

" The children of Israel were at that time
On their journey from the land of Egypt,
And the descendants of Gadelus Glas
Were then on their voyage to Scythia."

More, the son of Dela, as explained in the poem, arrived from
Africa at this time, with a fleet of sixty ships, and a powerful
force; and, having landed at Tor-Inis, they fought a tremendous
battle with the Nemedians on the sea shore, ^nd the conflict was
so fierce that they did not perceive the tide flowing in, and great
numbers of them were drowned on the strand ; but the Nemedians
were at length vanquished, and the Fomorians became masters of

Ireland. The remnant of the Nemedians were again reduced to

slavery ; but some of them, under the command of Simeon Breae,
son of Starn, son of Nemedius, sailed to Greece, settled there, and
from him and his followers it is stated were descended the colony
called Fir-Bolg, who afterwards came to Ireland. The Fomo-
rians were, it appears, about two hundred years possessors of
Ireland, and settled chiefly in Ulster and Connaught ; and many
places were named from them, as Magh Tuireadh, or the Plain of
theTower, called Moy Turey of the Fomorians, which was situated

near Lough Arrow, in Sligo ; and Conmaicne of Moyrein of the
Fomorians, which was the territory about Fenagh, and adjoining

parts of Leitrim, and is mentioned in the Aunals of the Four
Masters. The Fomorians are frequently mentioned by the Irish

historians for many centuries after their battles with the Neme-
dians. About two centuries after the time of the Nemedians the

Fomorians became connected by intermarriages with the colony

called Tuath De Danan ; and Breas, a Fomorian, by his mother's
side a Danan, became king of Ireland for seven years over the

Danans. And in the Book of Ballymote it is stated that the

Milesians, imder Heremon, their first king, fought a great battle

with the Danans and Fomorians at the river Liffey. And about
a hundred years after this time, it is stated in the Ogygia that

Sobairce, monarch of Ireland of tlie Milesian race, who had his

residence at the fortress called Dun Sobairce, now Dunseverick,
near the Giant's Causeway, was slain by Achy Meann, king of the
Fomorians ; and, about another century afterwards, Aongus
Olmuchad, monarch of Ireland, is mentioned as having subdued
the Emaigh and Fomorians ; and the monarch Sirna, two centu-
ries still later, fought a great battle at Montraighe, in Cianachta,

na-nordog and Phihp (Maguire), in which they

smote each other severely ; but Donogh's horse

however was killed, and himself dismounted and

with the forces of Lugar, a prince of the race of Heber, who had
brought foreign Fomorians to his assistance. In the account of

the celebrated hero Cuchulain, who lived about the commencement
of the Christian era, it is stated in the Ogygia that his mother-in-
law was Tethra, the daughter of Ochman, the Fomorian. It ap-
pears from O'Flaherty, that the Scandinavian pirates, or Danes,
and Norwegians, who in after ages infested the coasts of Ireland,

were also called Fomorians, but of course they were of a different

origin from the ancient Fomorians of Africa. According to Keating,

O'Flaherty, and others, the Fomorians are considered to have been

the first inhabitants of Ireland. They appear to have been of

Phenician origin, and probably of the same stock as the Phenician

colonies settled in Africa and Spam in very remote ages, tl>e only

people in those early times experienced to a great extent in navi-

gation and commerce, and as they traded to Spain and Britain,

they might easily have sent a colony to Ireland ; and it may be

remarked, that IJiobhal, Beabal, and Mannanan, the son of Lir,

of whom an account has been given in a note at p. 121 in these An-
nals, are mentioned by Keating, O'Flaherty, and other old writers,

as Phenician and Danan merchants trading to Ireland in those remote

ages. It may also be observed, that the Fomorians are mentioned

by some ancient aimalists as Fine or Peine Foraoraigh, which may
signify either the Fomorian tribes, or the Phenician Fomorians

;

and O'Brien in his Dictionary, at the word Feamiuighe, considers

that the ancient territory of Fermoy, in the county of Cork, got

its name from the Phenicians of Spain who settled there, and were
called Fir-Mu'ighe-Feine^ i. e. Viri Campi Phenlorum, or the

Men of the Plain of the Phenicians
J
and the term Feine, which

frequently occurs in the old writers, was often ajjplied as meaning
Phenicians ; and it is considered by some that the celebrated war-
riors in the third century, called Fiana Eireann, or Fenians of

Ireland, derived their designation from the same source. The
Irish language has also to a great extent been considered to be of

Phenician origin by many learned antiquaries, as Charles O'Conor
and Dr. O'Conor, O'Flaherty, Vallancey, Betham, and many
others ; and many arguments are given in support of this opinion

by the learned Spaniard, Dr. Joachim Villaneuva, in liis work,

entitled " I hernia Phenicea." In the learned preface to O'Brien's

Irish Dictionary, the aftinity between the Celtic, or Irish, and the

Phenician and other eastern languages, is shewn from various

writers; and in the learned notes, by Huddlestone, to Toland's

History of the Druids, is pointed out the great similarity, almost

amounting to an identity, between the Irish alphabet and that

brought from Egypt to Greece by Cadmus, the Phenician. The
worship of the sun, under the names of Bel, Beal, and Baal, the

chief deity of Druidism in Ireland, as amongst the Phenicians and

Canaanites of Palestine, is also remarkable ; and a similarity of

language and religious rites is justly considered to demonstrate

an identity of origin amongst different nations.

It is considered that some of those eastern colonies, Phenicians,

Tuath De Danan, or Milesians, introduced the use of letters into

Ireland in those early ages. The term Ogham was applied to the

occult or secret writing practised by the Druids, and records of

events were thus inscribed on stcne pillars, of which many with

Ogham inscriptions have been found in various parts of Ireland
;

but these inscriptions, from their great antiquity, are almost as

unintelligible as the arrow-headed chai'acters found on the columns

and bricks in the ruins of Persepolis and Babylon, or the Runic
inscriptions found on stone pillars in Denmark, Norway, Sweden,
and other northern nations. Modes of writing were, no doubt,

used in Ireland many centuries before the Christian era, and
Duald Mac Firbis, and other eminent Irish antiquaries, state that

no less than 180 volumes of the books of the Druids were
burned by St. Patrick at the assembly ofTara; though it has

been absurdly asserted by some shallow antiquaries that

the Irish had no use of letters before the arrival of St. Pa-
trick ; for, though St. Patrick is considered to have introduced

the Roman alphabet and Latin language, the Irish had their own
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taken prisoner on the spot by Philip, who at once

delivered him to O'Donnell ; and on the same

day the towTi was retaken. O'Donnell delivered

Celtic alphabet, and a written Celtic, or Hibemo-Celtic lan-

guage, many centuries before that time. The earliest mode
of writing was on stone, but afterwards the bark of trees,

and smooth birchen boards, were used ; hence, the first letter of

the Irish alphabet, Beith, signifies a birch tree, and all the letters

of tlie Irish alphabet take their names from different trees. In
after times parchment or vellum, and lastly paper, were used, the

name paper being derived from the leaves of a plant or reed found
in Egypt, called papyrus, which was used for writing on by the

Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans ; and it may be observed, that

the word liber, meaning in Latin a book, was also derived from
liber, the bark of a tree, which was used as a material for writing,

and bitch in the German signifies a beech tree, from which was
derived the word book, as beechen boards were used for writing

on in that country in ancient times. Plates of copper, brass, and
other metals, and also ivory, and boards covered with compositions

of wax, were also used as materials to write on by the Romans
and other ancient nations. It may be further observed, that the

word Ogham, or Ogrini, in the Irish language signifies occult or

sacred, and is considered by Toland, in his history of the Druids,

and by other antiquaries, to have originated from Gaul, as the

ancient Gauls worshipped Hercules, as the god of learning and
eloquence, under the name of Ogmhis ; or, according to the Book
of Ballymote, the name was derived from Ogma, one of the Tuath
De Danan chiefs, who had introduced that occult mode of writing

into Ireland.

Together with those modes of writing and recording events, it

is to be remarked that there existed in Ireland from the earliest

times an order of hereditary bards and historians, who, along with
the Druids and Brehons, transmitted traditionally from one gene-

ration to another, and preserved in their poems, committed to

memory, records of events from the most remote ages ; and thus,

if modes of writing were even unknown in those early times,

accounts of different events could be transmitted for centuries

traditionally through successive generations.

The Fir-Bolg.—An account of the colony called Fir-Bolg by
the Irish writers has been given at p.p. 97, 124, in the notes on
North and South Connaught, and also at p. 217, in the note on
Leinster. The name Fir-Bolg has been latinised Firbolgi, and
anglicised Firbolgians and Belgians, as it is supposed by several

antiquaries that they were originally Belgians from ancient Gaul,
from the country called by Ca'sar and other Roman writers Gal-
lia Belgica or Belgic Gaul, which comprised the present kingdom
of Belgium, and some of the northern parts of France. The Bel-
gians are celebrated by Cfesar and other Roman writers under the
names of Belgte, Bolgte, and Belgii, as amongst the most valiant

nations of Gaul, in their wars with the Romans. The name Fir-

Bolg has been latinised by O'Brien and otiiers, Viri Bolgite, and
Viri Belgici, that is, men of Belgium, considering that they were
some of the Belgians of Gaul, and O'Brien, at the word Bolg, de-
rives the name from Fear, a man, and Bolg, a quiver; hence,
Fir-Bolg signifies men bearing quivers or arrows, and it may be
observed that the Scythians, from whom they are said to have
been descended, were famous archers. Various other derivations

of the name Fir-Bolg, are given by Keating and different writers.

Camden and other antiquaries consider that the Irish Fir-Bolg
were some of the Belgaj of Britain, a powerful people who inha-

bited the southern and western parts of England, and who eame
originally from Gaul. Some of these Belgians are stated to have
fled to Ireland in the first century, when Britain was conquered
by the Romans, but though some of the British Belgians may have
come to Ireland at that time, all our ancient annalists agree in

their accounts that the Fir-Bolg colony came to Ireland many cen-

turies previous to that period, and even more than a thousand years

before the Christian era. The most probable opinion is, that the
Firbolgians of Ireland were originally Belgians from ancient Gaul,
who came here in very remote times; and it has been remarked by
many modern travellers and writers, that there is a great similarity

Donogh again to INIaguire, •who took him to

his house to have him imprisoned ; and O'Don-
nell afterwards gave sixty cows to the son of

in manners, disposition, and features, between the Irish peasantry
and those of modern Belgium. The accounts of the Firbolgians
by the old Irish writers, are now to be considered. It has been in
the present article explained in the account of the Fomorians, that
when the Nemedians were conquered by the Fomorians, Simeon
Breac, the Nemedian general, led the remnant of his people back
to Greece, and the posterity of this Simeon Breac, and his Neme-
dians, having settled a long time in Greece, became a numerous
people, but being reduced to a state of slavery by the Greeks, they
resolved to leave that country and come back to Ireland, where
their Nemedian ancestors had been settled, and they sailed from
Greece to the number of five thousand, under their commanders,
five brothers named Slainge, Rughraidh, Geann, Geannan, and
Seangann, and landed in Ireland 217 years after the first arrival

of the Nemedians, or about thirteen centuries before the Christian
era. One division of the Fir-Bolg under Slainge, landed at a place
called from him Invear Slainge, or the Bay of Slainge, now the
harbour of Wexford, and from this Bay the river Slaney also
derives its name ; another division of them landed on the
western coast, at the bay called lorrus Domhnon, now Erris
in Mayo, probalily in Blacksod Bay. At the time of the
arrival of the Firljolg the Fomorians were masters of the coun-
try, and had reduced to a state of slavery the Nemedians who
had remained in Ireland ; but tlie Firbolg, together with their

kindred race of Nemedians, again conquered the Fomorians, and
became in their turn masters of Ireland. The five Firbolg leaders
divided the island amongst them into five equal parts, and the
colony appears to have been formed into two great tribes, namely,
the Flr-Gailliaii, a name signifying spearmen, w'ho possessed
Leinster, and are mentioned by different writers under the name of
Galenians ; the other tribe, called Fir-Domhnon, possessed Con-
naught, and are mentioned by O'Flaherty and other writers, under
the name of Firdomninns and Banmonians. The Firbolg race,

under nine successive kings, ruled over Ireland for a period of
about eighty years, and some of their kings resided at Tara, in

Jleath, and others at Cruachan, in Connaught, until they were con-

quered by the colony of Tuath De Danan, as hereafter explained.

When the Firbolg were conquered by the Danans they were
reduced to a state of slavery under them for a period of about two
hundred years; but on the arrival of the Milesians from Spain, the
Firbolgians having assisted them in the conquest of the Danans,
were partly restored to their ancient possessions by the Jlilesians,

and were chiefly located in Leinster and Connaught ; and some of

the Firbolg race became kings of Leinster, and they were kings of

Connaught, under the Milesians, for several centuries. In remote
times, several centuries before the Christian era, accounts are

given of many great battles between the Milesian monarchs and
the Firbolgian forces, who were with difficulty reduced to subjec-

tion; and in their contests with the Milesians in those early times,

they make a remarkable figure under the name of Martinigh or

Martineans, chiefly located in Leinster, Munster, and Connaught,

and under the name of Ernaigh or Erneans, tribes of them being

so called from inhabiting the territories about Lough Erne, now
forming parts of the counties of Cavan, Leitrim, and Fermanagh.
It appears that the Firbolg race were very numerous, but brought

into a state of vassalage, and formed the farmers, peasantry, and

cultivators of the soil, while their Milesian masters ruled as the

aristocracy of the country. About the commencement of the

Christian era it is recorded that the Firbolgic tribes, residing in

Leinster and Meath, under Cairbre Niafear, or Carbry the War-
rior, king of Leinster, held extensive tracts of land, but that he

exacted such excessive rents from them that they were forced to

give up their farms, and remove into Connaught, where they ob-

tained lands on reasonable terms from Oilioll and Meva, then king

and queen of that province : thus the system of rack-rents appears

to have been of early date in Ireland. In the Books of Leacan

and Ballymote is contained a poem on this subject, composed by
GioUa Mac Liag, a celebrated bard in the beginning of the eleventh
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Torlogh (Philip Maguire), as a reward for his

victory.

Malachy, the son of Murrogh, son of Teige Mac

century, wlio was secretary and historian to the monarch Brian

Boru, of which poem the following is a literal translation :

" Historic records thus testify,

And it is an indisputable fact,

That the earn erected as ordained by custom.

Is that of Conall, the comely, the son of Aongus.

" Aongus, the son of iUmoir, came across the seas,

To him Conall was a son
;

To this Conall was granted by Meva
Delightful Aidhne for a certainty.

" They came from the land of the cruel Cruthneans,

Over the seas came the sons of Umoir,

They arrived at the seat of Carbry the heroic,

Situated in Meath, in the midst of the Gael.

" They obtained fair lands whereon to dwell,

Anasteach of Bregia, delightful were its forts,

Rath Cealtchar, and splendid Rath Comar,

Knowth, Rath Cenath, and the palace of Ealcmar's wife.

"The plain of Tailten, the land of Cearmna,

Tlachtga of the three Fineamnas,

The ford of Sigi, in Weatli and Bridam,

Were the territories which they possessed.

" It was then that Carbry demanded taxes

To be paid to Tara by these sea-faring men

;

For such was the law with all the tribes

On the plains of Erin of the swift steeds.

" They appointed four princes to guarantee

The payment of a stipulated rent

;

Carbry accepted those four chieftains

As sureties for their numerous possessions.

" Those were Ceat, the son of Magach, ofthe plains of Main

;

Ross, the son of Deagad, of the pleasant Dun Caoin

;

Conall Cearnach, whose fame spread from shore to shore,

And chivalrous CuchuUan, of numerous exploits.

" From the first settlement in the east

Of this tribe, at Tara of limpid springs,

Carbry the heroic so much increased

The taxes that they could not endure them.

" They fled from him with their property

To king Oilioll and queen Meva

;

They settled along the pleasant coasts

As far westward as Dun Aongus in Aran.

" Cime they settled at Lough Cime,

And placed Cutru at Lough Cutru
;

Aghar was stationed towards the south.

And Mil was located at Murbhach.

" Dala took the district of Dala,

Near to whom Eanach his brother raised his fortress

:

They placed Beara at Cinn Beara,

And at Moylin they planted Modh.

" Irgus obtained Morna Head

,

Cing obtained the district of Oigle
;

At Laighlinne's pleasant plains

Bau-nech Barnbel was chief.

" Concraidh obtained a fair portion

On the mid island of Arran on the sea

;

Leathrach obtained Tulach Teand,

Taman obtained the point of Tawin.

Rannall, was taken prisoner by Con Carrach, the

son of Teige, son of Tiarnan O'Rourke, and by

John, the son of Tiarnan O'Rourke ; and they took

" Asal took his residence southward of the Shannon,
In the pleasant plains of Munster,

A delightful residence he had chosen;

From him charming Drom Asail derived its name.

" Conall obtained the land of Aidhne,

Conall, tlie comely, who was their chief;

Such were the possessions held

By the entire race descendants of Umoir.

" From the day that Carbry heard of their flight

He was highly incensed in mind.

And called upon, as a matter of course,

His four guaranteeing princes.

" The two warriors of the Red Branch,

Marched to his palace at the peremptory call

;

Rossa came quickly from the south.

And Ceat arrived in haste from Connaught.

" Restore to me, said the vengeful Carbry,
The emigrant sons of Umoir,

Or give them battle, man for man.
Of those that dare resist my just demand.

" Then marched from Tara to Rath Cruachan

The four dread champions with their hosts,

Determined to conquer, they remained prepared

On Cruachan's plains in Connaught.

" The son of Magach granted to them

A cessation of arms for that night.

In order that Aongus, the king, might hold

A consultation with his friends.

" The questions were, should they go to the east,

Or should they remain as they were in the west,

Or should his three brothers and son

Decide the right by battle ?

"The resolution to which they came, was.

That Cing should be opposed to Rossa,

And that Cime Cetherchend should lead his troops

Against Conall Cearnach of an hundred hostages.

" That Irgus who fought in many battles,

Should command his men against Ceat, the son of Magach,
And Conal, alas ! a great loss to his tribe.

Was opposed to Cuchulaln in that conflict.

" The champions who marched from the east.

To the east returned with warlike sway.

The renowned four by them were slain.

An unutterable loss to the race of Umoir.

" Conall and his father were buried.

Beneath this earn composed of stones.

Hence the heap derived the name
Of Carn Conall, as certified by sages.

" The three others were interred

In a tomb on Findmaighe,

Hence it is called the mound of chiefs.

At the strongly fortified Rath of Umail.

" May the merciful Redeemer from all evils.

Free Mac Liag, the historian of sages

!

With unquestionable authority, as can be proved,

I have treated this subject as testified here."

Some passages and places mentioned in this poem require an

explanation. The sons of Umoir were some of the Firbnlg race,

who, in their wars with the Milesians, had been expelled to parts
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him with them to Inishochta, on Lough-Mac-Nean

(on the borders of Leitrim, Cavan, and Ferma-

nagh). Roderick, the son of Torlogh Maguire,

attacked the two O'Rom-kes on the lake, and slew

them, along with Mac-an-Chaoich Mac Clancy

and his son ; and he took Malachy, the son of

of North Britain, as the Hebrides and the country of the Picts,

who are mentioned in the poem as the cruel Crutlineans, and these

Firboln; tribes liaving returned from the country of tlie Picts, got

from king Carbry Niafear, in Bregia, or Meatli, tlie various lands

enumerated in the poem, amongst others, lands at Tailtean, now
Teltown, between Kells and Navan ; Tlachtga, the country about

Athboy, and various other places in Meath. The securities for

the payment of their rents were Ceat, the son of Magach, a cham-
pion of Connaught, and Koss, the son of Deagad, a chief of Dun
Caoin, in Kerry, together with Conall Cearnach, and Cuchulain,

the two celebrated warriors who were chiefs of the Red Branch

Knights of Ulster. As mentioned in the poem, king Carbry Nia-

fear having exacted excessive rents from the Firbolg tribes, they

fled to Connaught, where they got the following territories from

Oilioll and Meva, king and queenof that province, namely, the dis-

tricts about Lough Cime, now called Lough Hacket, in the barony

of Clare, county of Galway ; about Lough Cutru, also, in Galway

;

Murbhach, a place in the island of Aran, off the coast of Galway
;

and it may be liere observed that the Firbolg chief, Aongus, above

mentioned, built the celebrated Cyclopean fortress called Dun
Aonguis, which still remains on the island of Arran. The Firbolg

chiefs also got Cinn Bheara, now the headland of Kinvarra, at the

bay of Galway, between Galway and Clare ; and it is to be observed

that the territory now forming the county of Clare, was in those

times part of Connaught ; they also got Moylin, a district, ac-

cording to O'Flaherty, situated in the barony of Kiltartan, in Gal-

way, and Morne Head, probably the place called Moher's Cliifs,

in tlie barony of Corcomroe, county of Clare. The district of

Oigle was probably Cruachan Aide, at Croagh Patrick mountain,

in Mayo ; the district of Aidhne is now the barony of Kiltartan, in

the county of Galway. After the great battle fought between the

Firbolg tribes and the forces of king Carbry Niafear, Conall, and

his father Aengus, the Firbolg commanders, were buried in the

place where the great heap of stones called Cam Conaill was raised

over them as a sepulchral monument, which, according to Keating

and O'Flaherty, was situated in Aidhne, now the barony of Kiltar-

tan, in the county of Galway.
In the first century, the Firbolg race revolted, and having

formed a conspiracy to wrest the monarchy from the Milesians,

they invited their princes and chiefs to a great assembly and

banquet in Connaught, where they massacred vast numbers of

them, seized upon the sovereignty, and set up as king one of their

own race named Carbry Ceancait, or Carbry Cathead, so called,

it is said, from his ears resembling those of a cat ; and he reigned,

according to the Four Masters, from A.D. 10 to 15, as monarch of

Ireland. The place where the Milesian chiefs were massacred was
called Magh Cru, signifying the field of blood, and is supposed to

have been situated near Lough Con, in Mayo. About thirty years

after the first rebellion, a second revolt of the Firbolg tribes took

place, in which they were joined by the Irians, or Clanna Rory
of Ulster, and defeated the Heremonians in a great battle at

Muighbolg, in which the monarch Fiacha Finoladh was slain ; and

Elim, king of Ulster of the Irian race, became monarch of Ireland.

The Battle of Moybolg was fought, according to the Four Mas-
ters, A. D. 50, by whom it is mentioned as Orgnin Moighe Bolg,

which Dr. O'Conor translates Strages Campl Belgarum, or the

Slaughter of tlie Plain of the Belgians. Sanb, son of Ceat, king of

Connaught; Elim, son of Conrach, king of Ulster ; Foirbre, king

of Monster, and Eochy Ainchean, orEochy of the Venerable Head,

king of Leinster, commanded the Firbolg tribes and other forces

against the monarch Fiacha FionnfhoUadh, whom Dr. O'Conor

calls Fiachus alborum bourn, or Fiach of the White Oxen ; anj

Murrogh (Mac Rannall), with him to his house,

and O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, redeemed him

from him afterwards ; and the castle of Leitrim

was again given to O'Donnell, by the son of Mur-
rogh, i. e. Malachy (Mac Rannall).

The earl of Kildare, i. e. Gerald, the son of

almost all the monarch's forces, together with himself, were slain.

The annalists state that the Athachtuatha were the chief instiga-

tors of this battle against the monarch, and the term Athachtuatha,
which signifies, according to O'Reilly, the plebeian race, or,

according to O'Conor, the giant race, was applied to the Firbolg

tribes, and this name was latinised Attacotti, and anglicised Atta-

cots ; and these rebellions of the Firbolg race are mentioned by
various writers as the Attacotic wars. This great battle was
fought on a plain on the borders of Jleath and Bref'ney, in the

present county of Cavan, at a place now called Moyltologue,

which signifies the plain of the Firbolg, and got its name from the

battle they fought there, and there is there, near the ruins of an

ancient church founded by St. Patrick, a large earthen moat or

sepulchral mound, which was probably the burial place of some of

the chiefs slain in that battle. The celebrated Tuathal Teaclitmar,

son of king Fiacha Fionnfholadh, was driven into exile to North
Britain, but soon after returned, collected his forces, and having
defeated the Firbolg tribes in various great battles, regained the

kingdom, and became monarch of Ireland. The Firbolg forces or

Attacots engaged in those insurrections were expelled in great

numbers to North Britain, and setted in the Hebrides, and near

the river Clyde in Caledonia, and becoming mixed there with the

Picts and Scots, or Caledonians, assisted them powerfully in tJieir

wars with the Romans in Britain, in the third and fourth centuries,

under the name of Attacotti, as stated by Dr. O'Conor, Pinkerton,

Moore, and others ; and the Attacotti in great numbers entered

the Roman armies as mercenaries ; and amongst the legions in

Illyricum, Italy, and other countries, distinguished themselves

amongst the most valiant defenders of the empire. In the third

century the Firbolg champions of Connaught, under the name of

Clanva Moirnc, commanded by the famous warrior Goll, the son

of Morna, make a remarkable figure amongst the Fenian heroes,

and are highly celebrated, particularly in the Ossianic poems ; and

the BamnonUuis and Gaiiumradians, Firbolg tribes of Erris in

Mayo, are mentioned in the Ogygia as famous champions and

wrestlers in those warlike ages. The' Firbolg kings, as before

stated, ruled over Connaught for many centuries, and continued

down to the third century, when Cormac, monarch of Ireland, at-

tacked and defeated the forces of Aodh or Hugh, son of Garadli,

king of Connaught, who was the last king of the Damnonian or

Firbolg race, and the sovereignty of Connaught was transferred to

the Milesians of the race of Heremon. The Firbolg race never

afterwards acquired any autiiority in Ireland, being reduced to the

rank of farmers and peasantry, but they were still very numerous,

and to the present day a great many of the peasantry, particularly

in Connaught, are considered to be of Firbolgic origin.

As already stated, the Firbolg race were considered to have been

originally Belgians from ancient Gaul, and the Mennpii, who are

placed on Ptolemy's Map of Ireland in the second century, in the

territories now forming the counties of Waterford and Wexford,

are considered by Camden, Ware, and others, to have been a colony

of the Menapians from Belgic Gaul, who inhabited the territory

now called Brabant, and the country about Antwerp ; and the city

of Menapia, on Ptolemy's map, is considered to have been either

Waterford or Wexford. The Nemedians, of whom an account has

been given in the preceding part of this article, are considered by

some to have also come from Gaul in very remote times, and to

have been a colony of \he Nemetes, anation of Belgic Gaul, or a race

of Gauls and Germans, who dwelt along the Rhine in the territory

which afterwards formed the province of Alsace in France. Tlie

history of Ulster, and its ancient inhabitants, will be continued in

the next number.
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Thomas, son of John Cam, the lord justice of

Ireland, marched with a force into Connaught

;

he took the castle of Athleague, of Maonagan (on

the river Suck, in Roscommon), from the sons of

William O'Kelly, and gave it to the sons of Hugh,

son of Bryan, and expelled the sons of William

O'Kelly across the Suck, westward ; the castle of

Tulsk was taken by that force from the tribe of

Felim Cleireach (O'Conor), and he delivered their

hostages to Hugh O'Conor, the second lord who

governed Siol Mvu-ray ; and he also took the

castles of Roscommon and Castlerea on that ex-

pedition.

Hugh O'Conor was expelled from his estate

eastward across the Shannon, by Mac Dermott,

with the general consent of Siol Murray (the

people of Roscommon).

Mac William Burke, at the invitation of O'Co-

nor and of the sons of William O'Kelly, took the

castle of Athleague, and gave it to the sons of

William O'Kelly ; and Conor O'Kelly, the second

lord over Hy Maine, was made prisoner in it, and

he was delivered up to Malachy, the son of Teige,

son of Donogh, along with the hostages of Hy
Maine, and he (Malachy) assumed the supreme

government of Hy Maine on that occasion.

The castle of Tulsk was taken by Mac William

and by O'Conor, and the son of Carbry, son of

Bryan, was killed in it by the shot of a ball ; and

the hostages of the tribe of Fehm, and their castle,

were given to O'Conor. Mac William made peace

between O'Conor and Mac Dermott, and received

as hostages from both, as a security for their com-

pact, Owen, the son of O'Conor, and Carbry, the

son of O'Conor.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, marched with a

force against Mac Dermott, namely, Cormac, the

son of Roderick, and did not halt until he arrived

at the Curlew mountains. Mac Dermott having

received intelligence of this, mustered the forces

of Moylurg and of the Tuatha (districts in Ros-

common), of Connaught, to defend the pass of the

Curlew mountains against O'Donnell, who having

perceived this, proceeded round by Muintir Eoluis

(in Leitrim), crossed the Shannon at the castle of

Leitrim, and entered Moylurg ; he seized on much
prey and property, and commenced plundering

the country. When Mac Dermott received in-

telhgence of this, he came to O'Donnell and made

a lasting peace with him, humbly paid him his

tribute, and restored to him the Cathach (see note

at A. D. 1497), and the hostages which he had re-

tained in Moylurg, from the battle of Beallach

Buighe until that time.

Bryan, the son of Donal, i. e. the O'Neill, the

son of Henry, committed great depredations on
Mac Donnell, of Clan Kelly (in Fermanagh),

namely Gillpatrick.

A. D. 1500.

Donal O'Fallon, bishop of Derry, a friar minor

de observantia, who had been industriously preach-

ing and instructing throughout Ireland for thirty

years to that time, died of an internal disease, and
was buried at Trim.

O'Rourke, i. e. Felim, the son of Donogh, son

of Tiarnan, died ; and was succeeded by Owen,
the son of Tiarnan, son of Teige.

Teige Oge, the son of Teige, son of Tiarnan

O'Rourke, died.

Bryan Caoch, the son of Niall, son of John
Buighe, son of Owen O'Neill, was killed by Donal
the son of John Buighe O'Neill, and by the people

of Hugh, in the door-way of the castle of Cinard

(Kinnard, or Caledon, in Tyrone).

Thomas, the son of Hugh, son of Biyan, son of

Philip of the Battle-axe Maguire, was killed by
Teige, the son of Thomas, son of Thomas Oge
Maguire, and by Muintir Mucaidhein.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, marched with a force

into Tyrone, burned the town of O'Neill, i. e. Dun-
gannon, demolished the old castle, and burned the

Cranoge of Lough Leary (the lake on the lower

part of Lough Erne), and returned home safe to his

house, without any battle on that occasion.

The lord justice, i. e. Gerald, the son ofThomas,

earl of Kildare, marched with a force into Tyrone;

and O'Donnell, i. e, Hugh Roe, with another force,

joined the lord justice at the castle of the sons of

John Buighe O'Neill, i. e. the castle of Kinnard,

to which they laid siege, and took it; the town

was then given by them to Torlogh, the son of Con
O'Neill, and those noblemen then returned to then*

houses. After O'Donnell's return from that jour-

ney he marched expeditiously and actively into

Tirerrill (in Sligo), where he plundered the tribe

of Bryan Mac Donagh, who were in opposition to
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him, and after that returned home. The foremen-

tioned Torlogh (O'Neill), to whom the lord justice

had given the castle of Kinnard, was taken priso-

ner by O'Neill, i. e. Donal, in O'Neill's own castle,

about six weeks afterwards, and was deprived of

his cattle, from which a great war arose in Tyrone.

O'Ferrall, i. e. Roderick, the son of Irial, was

killed by James, the son of Roderick, son of Ca-

thal, son of William O'Ferrall, on Inishmore, in

Lough Gawnach (in Longford).

O'Byrne of Leinster, i. e. Cahir, the son ofDun-
lang, was killed by some of his own kinsmen.

Feradhach, the son of Dunn Oge, the son of

Dunn More Maguire, and Brj'an, the son of John,

son of Donal Ballach Maguire, were slain by the

sons of Con O'Neill, at Belathanamarcluch, (in

Fermanagh).

Gillcreest, the son ofJohn Finn Mac Cabe, was

killed in his own house, in a nocturnal attack, by

Hugh, the son of John Buighe Mac Mahon, who
also plundered the town.

The two sons of Donogh Oge, the son of Donogh
More, son of Hugh Maguire, namely, James and

Redmond, were killed by Owen, the son of Do-
nogh More, the son of the same Hugh.

The tribe of Dunn, the son of Cuchonacht Ma-
guire, went to attack the town of Mac Gillroy, and

slew the Giolla Duv, the grand-son of Conor, son

of Thomas Maguire ; Donal Caoch Mac Gillroy,

with his son, and Roderick, the son of Donal Girr

Mac Gillroy, and many others.

Owen, the son of Feredach Balbh, son of Dunn,
son of Cuchonacht Maguire, was killed by Geottrey

Mac Gillroy, in retaUation for the death ofthe fore-

mentioned persons.

The erection of a castle was commenced by Phi-

lip, the son of Bryan, son of Philip (Maguire), on

the Rock of Lough Tarbh.

Gillpatrick, the son of Flaherty, son of Thomas
Oge Maguire, was killed by Niall, the son of Art

O'Neill, and his sons ; and they carried away with

them great spoils from the sons of Flaherty.

Sorcha (Sarah) the daughter of Philip, son of

Thomas Maguire, i. e. the Gilla Duv, and Geoffrey

Oge, the son of Geoffrey Roe Maguire, died.

The Barry More (of Cork) was killed by his own
kinsman, David Barry, archdeacon of Cloyne and

Cork; and David was killed by Thomas Barry,

and by the O'Callaghans ; and the earl ofDesmond

had David's body exhumed and burned in twenty
days after his burial.

The Sionach (Fox), of Muintir Tadhgain (in

Westmeath), namely Carbry, was killed by Con,
the son of Art, son of Con O'Melaghlin.

A.D. 1501.

John, the son of Rossa, son ofThomas Oge Ma-
guire, who was a canon of the chapter of Clogher,
a parson and erenach of Aghalurcher, a profound
and eminent scholar in the Latin and Irish lan-

guages, a man who kept a house of general hos-

pitality for all those who wished to avail themselves
of it, died in the Ides of June.

Niall, the son of Art, son ofOwen O'Neill, died.

Roderick, tRe son of O'Conor Faily, i. e. the son

of Cahir, son of Con, son of the Calvach, died.

Roderick, the son of Mac Mahon, i. e of Bryan,
the son of Redmond, was killed by the sons ofMa-
gennis.

An intestine commotion arose amongst the Or-
giallians, namely, the tribe of Hugh Roe, and the

tribe of Redmond ; Mac Mahon, i. e. Rossa, pro-

ceeded with his predatory troops against the house-
holders, and expelled the tribe of Redmond out of
the country into O'Neill's territory ; Mac Mahon
attacked the tribe of Redmond, and engaged with

them in the battle called Cath-an-Choileir (or, of

the Quarry). Torlogh, the son of Con, son of

Henry O'Neill, son of the daughter of the earl (of

Kildare), aided the tribe of Redmond; andTorlogh,

the bravest lord's son of his age amongst the Irish,

was slain by Mac Mahon in that battle, along with

the son ofMac Donnell of the galloglasses, namely,

John, the son of CoUa, and many others.

The son of Maguire, i. e. Thomas, the son of

Thomas Oge, son of the Gilla Duv, i. e. the Ma-
guire, was slain on Sliabh Beatha (Slieve Beagh,

in Monaghan), by the sons of Bryan, the son of

Redmond Mac Mahon, and also his people who
were along with him were slaughtered ; the follow-

ing chiefs were slain there, namely, Gillaisa, the

son of Edmond ; Thomas, the son of Dun, son of

Edmond ; and Cormac, the son of John, son of

Edmond Maguire ; Roderick Buighe, the son of

Edmond Oge Maguire ; Edmond, and Manus the

Eugenian, the sons of Hugh, son of Bryan Ma-
guire ; Bryan and Donogh, the sons of Teige, son of

2 y2
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David, son of Gillabuighe Mac Manus, and five

more, of the same name, together with many others.

Tlie castle of Sligo was taken by ladders, and

the sons of Roderick, the sons of Torlogh Carrach

O'Conor, and the sons of Felim, son of Torlogh

Carrach O'Conor, who took it, descended from the

top of it, and the Calvach Caoch, son of Donal,

son of Owen O'Conor, was slain there ; and John,

the son of Roderick, son ofTorlogh Carrach O'Co-
nor, fell by the hand of the Calvach iii that

conflict.

Aibhne, the son ofJohn O'Kane, was killed by

his own brother, Bryan Fionn.

Mac Donnell of Clankelly (in Fermanagh),

namely, Gillananeev, the son of Cormac, son of

Art, was killed by FeUm, the son of Donogh, son

of Thomas Maguire. '

Edmond, the son of Rickard Burke, was taken

prisoner by Mac William of Clanrickard, on his re-

turn from the pilgrimage of St. James (at Compos-
tella, in Spain), and he exacted a great ransom for

his release, and good hostages from among his

people, along with his son.

Malachy, the son of William Mac Rannall, chief

of Muintir Eoluis, died at an advanced age.

Teige, son of Torlogh, son of Felim Finn (O'Co-

nor), was killed by the sons of Roderick Mac
Dermott.

Bryan, son of Roderick Mac Dermott, was slain

by the cast of a dart from the castle ofTulsk ; and

the person by whom he was killed was not disco-

vered.

O'Conor plundered Conor Mac Dermott at

Caisiol Bracain ofO'Brogan (in Mayo), and burned

the town.

Donal O'Higgin, chief professor of poetry over

the schools of Ireland, died after his return from

the pilgrimage of St. James (in Spain).

Donogh Oge Mac Carthy, the son of Donogh,

son of Cormac, son of Donogh, son of Dermod,

son of Cormac Finn, son of Donal More, who was

lord of Ealla (Duhallow, in the county of Cork),

died.

Torlogh O'Brien, lord of Thomond, burned the

A. D. 1502
1 . The monastery of Cavan was first founded for Dominicans,

AD. 1300, by Giolla losa Roe O'Reilly, prince of Brefney,who
is mentioned by Ware as Gelasius Hufus O'Reilly. In A. D. 1502,
as aliove-inentioned, the Dominicans, who are called friars dccom-

county of Limerick, and Coisimaighi (Coshma ba-

rony, in Limerick), in the winter.

A.D. 1502.

James, the son of Roderick Mac Mahon, abbot

of Clones, died.

Ai-t O'Gallagher and John O'Loiste, two abbots

who contended with each other for the abbacy of

Easroe (Ballyshannon), died on the same day.

The monastery of the friars, in Cavan,' was

granted to O'Reilly from the see of Rome, for

friars de observantia, in opposition to the friars

de communi vita.

Teige, the son of Con, son of Donal O'Neill

;

Donal, the son of Felim O'Neill; Owen Bocht,

the son of Henry O'Neill ; and Donal, the son of

Philip Maguire, died.

Teige, the son of Tomaltach the Hospitable

Mac Dermott, tanist of Moylurg, was exultingly

slain by the sons of Roderick Mac Dennott, in

Coillte Cleii-igh (or the Woods ofCleirigh).

The sons of Torlogh Oge, son of Torlogh, son

of Niall Roe, gained the battle of Tulach Fine,

against O'Boyle, their father's brother, i. e. Niall

Buighe, in which Niall O'Boyle and his two sons

Roderick and Donal Ballach, with many others,

were slain ; and O'Boyle himself was the person

by whom that trcacheiy had been accomplished

against the sons of Torlogh, by which he himself

was killed.

O'Reilljr, i. e. John, the son of Cathal, made an

attack on Phihp, the son of Torlogh Maguire ; he

oveiTan and burned the open plains of the country

through Clanawley, and slew Edmond, the son of

Philip Riavach, son of Awlave, with many others
;

m O'Reilly's forces, the son of O'Reilly himself,

namely, Donal-an-Mhagha (of the Plain) ; and

the son of Mac Mulmartin, namely, Conor, were

slain.

Donogh, the son of Conor, son of Thomas Oge
Maguire, died from the mortification of the

wounds he had received in the battle of SUeve

Beatha (in Monaghan).

vmni vita, were removed, and the Observantine friars, or reformed
Franciscans, were introduced in their place, intheabbey of Cavan,
by John O'Reilly, the son of Cathal, who was then prince of East
Brefney, now the county of Cavan.
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Art, the son of Henry, son of Owen O'Neill,

was killed by Art, the son of Con, son of Henry,

son of Owen O'Neill.

Owen, the son of Hugh, son of Art O'Neill,

was killed by Hugh, the son of Con O'Neill.

Cathal, the son of Malachy Duv Mac Gauran

(in the county of Cavan), was killed by the sons of

O'Reilly, at the instigation of the son of Bi-yan,

and his sons.

Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh Roe O'Donnell,

accompanied by Maguire, i. e. John, marched

with a force into Dartry of Coininse (Dartry, in

the county of Monaghan), to attack the son of

John Buighe Mac Mahon, and they completely

burned the town and the whole territory of the

son of John Buighe. The people of the country

fled before them with their cattle and property, and

the Orgiallians, from the river of Eoghanach

inwards, together with the tribe of Felim O'Reilly

and the tribe of Donogh Maguire, overtook them
;

but the son of O'Donnell and Maguire made their

escape valiantly and victoriously from them all,

and slew many of their pursuers, among whom
were Felim", the son of Conor, son of Felim

O'Reilly, and many others, and they retui-ned safe

to their homes.

Donogh O'Brien died ; he was the son of

Bryan, son of Conor, son of Mahon, son of Mur-

togh, son of Torlogh, son of Teige, son of Conor

na-Siudaine, son of ,Donogh Cairbreach, &c., the

fountain of prosperity and wealth of all Munster
;

and this Donogh was lord of the country from

Athdara^ to Limerick, and from Bailenua to

Mainistir-an-Aonaigh, and also lord of Eatharlach

and of CoUl-Beithe.

A. D. 1503.

O'Beolan, the coarb of Columkille, at Drum-
cliff (abbot of DrumclifF, in Sligo), died.

Maguire, i. e. John, the son of Philip, son of

Thomas More, namely, the Giolla Duv, one of the

most worthy of the chieftains of Ireland in his

time, the most merciful and humane Irishman,

and who best protected and defended his territory

2. Athdara, now Adare, in the county of Limerick, was in an-

cient times a town of great note, and contains extensive ruins of

abbeys and churches, and remains of a strong castle. Mainistir-

an-aonaigh is now Monasternenagh, a parish in the barony of Small

and estate, the most valiant in war against oppos-

ing tribes and distant enemies, the most distin-

guished for good government, laws, and regula-

tions both in church and country, died in his own
fortress at Inisceithlionn (Enniskillen), on a Sun-

day, after hearing mass, on the seventh of the

Kalends of April, after the victory of extreme

unction and repentance, and was buried in the

monastery of the friars, at Donegal, he haAing

selected it for that purpose.

The son of O'Donnell, i. e. Donogh-na-nordog,

was taken prisoner by the sons of Con O'Neill

;

and some Scots who were along with the sons of

Con conveyed him to the seat of O'Donnell, i, e.

Hugh Roe ; and Donal, the son of O'Donnell,

maimed Donogh, of which maiming he died.

Bryan, the son of Hugh Maguire, died.

Edmond, the son of Owen, son of Hugh Ma-
guire, with his son ; the son of Cormac, son of

Hugh Maguire ; and the son of Torlogh O'Mul-

doon, were killed in a nocturnal skirmish, by the

sons of Bryan, the son of Hugh Maguire.

The son of O'Kane, i. e. Richard, was maimed
by his own brother, Donal Cleirach,

Theobald, son of Walter Burke, lord of Con-

maicne-Cuile-Tola, (barony of Kilmain, county of

Mayo), the most distinguished man of the Enghsh
ofConnaught for humanity and hospitality, died at

an advanced age.

Torlogh Oge O'Conor died at Ballintobber of

St. Bridget, after a long affliction.

Mac William of Clanrickard gave O'Kelly, and

a party of the people of Conmaicne Cuile, a great

and awful overthrow, in which the greater portion

of the galloglasses respectively ofthe Clan Donnell,

and of the Clan Sweeney (Mac Donnells and Mac
Sweeneys), around their constables were slain, and

in which also fell Walter, the son ofJohn Burke, a

distinguished commander.

Theobald, the son of Walter Burke, lord ofMus-

graidhe Cuirc (probably Muiscrith Tire in Ormond,

in the county ofTipperary), was killed by Donogh

an-ChuiUnn, the son of O'Carroll, and by Conor

O'Dwyer.

The earl of Kildare, having gone to England,

County, and partly in Coshma, county of Limerick, where there

was a celebrated Cistercian monastery, of which some beautiful

ruins still remain. Eatharloch is the Glen of Aherlowe, in the

Galtee mountains, in Tipperary, on the borders of Limerick.
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returned triumphantly, and brought his son with

him, who had been imprisoned there by the king of

England ; and the same earl marched with a force

of the English and Irish of Leinster into Moylin-

ny (in Antrim), and to Carrickfergus, demolished

the castle of Belfast, and appointed the son of

Santalach (probably Sainthill), constable of Car-

rickfergus.

Niall, the son of Con, son of Hugh Buighe

O'Neill, with all his English and Irish auxiUaries,

marched with a very great force into Tyrone, over-

ran the entire of Tyi'one, and of Iveagh (in the

county of Down), and carried oft' all their property

to his residence.

The sons ofBrj-an, son of Niall Gallda (O'Neill),

gave the English of Camckfergus a defeat, in

which all their officers were either taken prisoners

or slain.

Rannall More, the son of Gillespie, son of Mac
Donnell, the constable of the Scots of Ireland, died

in the Duv Thrian of Ulidia (in the county of

Down).

Hugh, the son of Conor, son of O'Conor Roe,

and Roderick, the son of Donogh the Dark-Eyed,

two worthy tanists, were treacherously slain by the

young tribe of Felim Fionn O'Conor.

Felim, the son of Mulroona Mac Rannall, a

worthy heir to the chieftaincy of his countiy, and

Donogh Baisiler Mac Maoltuile (Mac TuUy), died.

Mac Carthy More, i. e. Teige, the son of Donal

Oge, died; and that Teige was a defender of his

patrimony, a subduer of his enemies, and an ex-

alter of his friends.

Cormac, the son of Donogh, son of Donal Ria-

vach (Mac Carthy), died, a man who retained the

lordship and tanistship of Hy Carbery (Carbery,

in Cork), in despite of his father's brother, Der-

mod-an-Dunaidh.

The Knight of Glin (Fitzgerald, in Limerick),

namely, Edmond, the son of Thomas, son of Phi-

lip, son of John, son of the Knight, died.

Teige Boirneach (of Burren), Murrogh, and Ma-

hon, the sons of Mahon O'Brien ; Conor, the son

of Bryan, son of Murtogh, son of Bryan Roe

(O'Brien) ; the son of O'Loghlin, namely, Conor,

the son of Roderick, son of Ana ; and Murtogh,

the son of Torlogh, son of Murrogh, son of Teige,

marched with their forces at the request of Owen,

the son of O'Flaherty, who accompanied them

with great numbers to attack his kinsmen, Rode-

rick Oge, and Donal of the Boat ; the sons of

O'Flaherty, who were there encamped to oppose

them, at Caol-Saile-Roe (now the bay of Killery,

between Galway and Mayo) ; the O'Briens and

Owen (O'Flaherty), attacked the camp, seized and

carried off some prey and property; the O'Fla-

hertys and the people of the country pursued them,

and an engagement ensued, in which the sons of

Mahon O'Brien, and Owen O'Flaherty, were slain

by the O'Flahertys.

A.D. 1504.

Gillpatrick O'Conolly, abbot of Clones, after

having obtained the bishopric of Clogher, died.

Philip O'Reilly, abbot of Ceanannsa (Kells, in

Meath), and his brother Owen, who was a canon

in the same place, died.

Manus, the son of Bryan Mac Donogh, abbot of

the monastery of the Trinity on Lough Kea (in

Roscommon), the constructor and protecting repo-

sitoiy of science and literature of Connaught, died

in Cill-Duibh-Duin (Killadoon, in thfe county of

SUgo), and was interred on the Island of the Trini-

ty, at Lough Kea.

Torlogh Maguire, a canon of the chapter of

Clogher, parson of Derryvullen, and prior of

Lough Dearg, fell down the stone stairs in the

town of Athboy, about the festival of St Patrick,

from the eftects of which fall he died, and was

buried in the monastery of Cavan.

Roderick Mac Mahon, vicar of Clones, died.

Conor, the son of Roderick Mac Dermott, tanist

of Siol Mulroona (in Roscommon), the most power-

ful lord's son of his country for a long period, was

killed by Mac Dermott, at Beallach-na-nur-broin-

teadh (or the pass of the new mill-stones).

Art, the son of Carbrj^, son of Hugh O'Neill,

with his son and brother, were killed by the tribe

of Redmond Mac Mahon.
Bryan, the son of Maguire, i. e. John, the son

of Philip, and Mac Gauran, namely, Edmond, died.

Mac Dermott ofMoylurg, i. e. Conor, the son of

Roderick Mac Dermott, son ofDermod, was killed

by Mulroona, the son of Tomaltach Mac Dermott.

Flaherty, the son of Failge, son of Bryan Mac
Cabe, was killed by Bryan, the son of Alexander

Oge Mac Cabe.
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O'Keenan, i. e. Gillpatrick, son of Teige ; and

Malachy, the son of Aithirne O'Hosey (both in

Fermanagh), died.

O'Cassidy of Coole (in Fermanagh), namely.

Pierce, the son of Thomas, chief physician to Ma-

guire, a man profoundly versed in literature and

medicine, and who kept a house of general hospi-

tality ; and Andrew Magrath, the son of the coarb

of Termon Dabeog (at Lough Dearg), a general

Biatach, died.

The battle of Bel-atha-na-ngarbhan (in Gal-

way), was fought by John Burke, the son of Ulick,

grandson of Ulick, son of Rickard, tanist of Clan-

rickard, against O' Kelly, in which Walter, the son

of John, son of Thomas Burke, heir to the lord-

ship of Conmaicne (in Galway), and a great

number of the Clan Donnell, and of the Clan

Dubhghaill (the Mac Donnells and Mac Dougalls

of Antrim, who were celebrated clans of gallo-

glasses), were slain.

A. D. 1504.

1 . The Bnttle of Knoclfow was fought A. D. 1.504, on the 19th
of August, at a place called Cnoc-Tuagh, which, according to Mac
Geoghegan and others, signifies the hill of the battle-axes, and is

now known as Knockdoe, about seven or eight miles north-east of

Galway. The circumstance above stated, of the demolition of

three of the castles of Malachy O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, in

Galway, is stated as the chief cause which led to this celebrated

battle ;
but according to other accounts, various private quarrels

and public jealousies, between Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare,

then lord deputy of Ireland, and Ulick Mac William Burke, lord

of Clanrickard, in Galway, contributed to excite this engagement,
of which the following additional particulars have been collected

from Ware, Campion, Cox, Leland, Lodge, Sir John Davies, Mac
Geoghegan, Moore, and others. Clanrickard formed a powerful
confederacy, and was joined by many of the Irish chiefs, namely,
Torlogh O'Brien, prince ofThomond ; Mulroona O'Carroll, lord of
Ely, in King's county and Tipperary ; the Mac Namaras of Clare,
mentioned in the text as Siol Aodha ; the chiefs of Ormond, men-
tioned in the text, namely, the O'Kennedys ; and the chiefs of
Ara, mentioned in the text, namely the Mac-I-Briens, of Ara, in

Tipperary. The combined forces of UKck Burke, lord of Clan-
rickard, thus consisted chiefly ofConnaught troops and clans, who
were his adherents, together with the above-mentioned allies of
the men of Munster. The earl of Kildare, on the other hand, col-
lected all the English forces of the Pale, and his Anglo-Irish
troops, with their Irish allies, amounted to an immense army; a
great number of the Irish chiefs of Ulster and Leinster, as men-
tioned in the text, with their kerns and galloglasses, joined his

standard, and amongst others, Hugh Roe O'Donnell, prince ofTir-
counell; some of the O'Neills of Tyrone; John O'EeiUy, prince of
East Brefney, or Cavan ; William OTerrall, who was lord of An-
naly, or Longford, and bishop of Ardagh ; some chiefs of the Ma-
gennises of Iveagh, in the county of Down, of the Mac Mahonsof
Monaghan, and of the O'Hanlons of Armagh

; O'ConorFaily, lord
of Offaley, in the King's county, also joined Fitzgerald, together
with O'Conor Roe of Roscommon ; also, Mac Dermott, lord of
Moylurg, in Roscommon ; the O'Kellys, chiefs of Hy Maine, in

Galway, and some of the Clan William Burkes of Mayo. The
Anglo-Irish noblemen of the Pale who commanded in the army of
the earl of Kildare, with their forces, were William Preston, vis-

Three castles belonging to O'Kelly were demo-

lished by Mac William, i. e. the third Uhck,
namely, those of Garbh-Dhoire, Muine-an-

Mheadha, and Gallach (now the castles of Gar-

bally, Monivea, and Gallach, in the county of Gal-

way). In consequence of this, O'Kelly, i. e. Ma-
lachy, went to the lord justice and complained of

the injiu-ies done to him, on account of which was

fought the battle of Cnoc Tuagh.' An immense

force was mustered by the lord justice, Gerald,

son of Thomas, earl of Kildare ; and in the first

place he was joined by the chiefs of Leth-Cuin

(the northern half of Ireland), namely, O'Donnell,

i. e. Hugh Roe, and his son, with the chiefs of

Tirconnell ; and several of the chiefs of Con-

naught, namely, O'Conor Roe, i. e. Hugh, the son

of Felim Finn, and Mac Dermott, lord of Moylurg
;

there came also the chiefs of Ulster, except

O'Neill, in this force, namely. Art, the son of Hugh
O'Neill, tanist of Tyrone; Donal, the son of

count of Gormanstown ; Nicholas St. Lawrence, baron of Howth

;

Christopher Fleming, baron of Slane ; Christopher Nugent, baron
of Delvin ; Edmond Plunkett, baron of Killeen ; Edward Plun-
kett, baron of Dunsany, and Christopher Bamwall, baron of Trim-
blestown ; together with John Blake, lord Mayor of Dublin, and
a body of archers and men-at-arms, and also the mayor of Droghe-
da and his forces. The battle was fought with great fury for se-

veral hours, and equal loss on both sides, but Clanrickard's forces

at length gave way, and were routed with great slaughter, Ulick
himself escaping by flight ; but his two sons and his daughter were
taken prisoners. The earl of Kildare, after the victory, distributed

thirty barrels of wine amongst his men; he made himself master
of the towns of Galway and Athenry, plundered and laid waste a
great part of Connauglit, and carried off immense booty. In the

account of this battle, quoted by Taaffe from the Book of Howth,
it is stated, that after the victory lord Gormanstown expressed

himself as follows respecting the Irish allies who had assisted

them, saying, " We have slaughtered our enemies, but, to complete

the good deed, we must proceed further, and cut the throats of

those Irish of our own party ;" the earl of Kildare replied, *' 'Tis

too soon yet." There are numerous contradictory statements as to

the numbers slain in this fierce battle. Ware says that, according

to the Book of Howth, nine thousand of Clanrickard's forces fell,

and very few of the English, but Ware and others reject these state-

ments as incredible ; and sir John Davies says, that " 4000 of the

Irish and degenerate English were slain ; and Cox states, that " this

bloody battle was for some hours very dubious, but the victory was
at length gained by the lord deputy, with the slaughter of 4000 of

his enemies." Leland and others say that the forces under Clanrick-

ard were undisciplined, and very imperfectly armed, and unable to

cope with the regular and disciplined troops of the lord deputy,

particularly the archers of the pale ; it does not appear that fire-

arms were used at this battle, though they had been introduced

into Ireland some years before that time. Mac Geoghegan says,

the Irish lost only two thousand men in this battle, which appears

to be nearer the truth than the other statements, and from the ac-

count of the Four Masters, that the conflict was long continued

with equal valour on both sides, it is probable that about three

thousand of Clanrickard's troops, and two thousand of Kildare's

forces fell, making in all about five thousand men slain in this san-

guinary battle.
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Magennis; Mac Mahon and O'Hanlon ; also

O'Reilly ; O'Ferrall, i. e. the bishop ; O'Conor

Faily ; the O'Kellys, and the Clan William Burke,

and almost all the forces of Leath Cuin. These

great combined forces marched direct into Clan-

rickard. Mac William of Clanrickard, on the

other hand, mustered numerous and immense great

forces to oppose them, namely, those of Torlogh

O'Brien, son of Teige, lord of Thomond, with his

kinsmen and their forces ; also the Siol Aodha
;

Mulroona O'Carroll, lord of Ely, with his chiefs

and clans, and the chiefs of Ormond and of Ara.

Mac WilHam and O'Brien, with their forces, came

to the brave determination not to yield submission

or hostages to their opponents, but give them bat-

tle at Knock Tuagh. A fierce battle ensued

between them, such as had not been fought in

latter times, so that, at a great distance from the

armies, might be heard the rushing attacks of the

martial chiefs, the onsets of the champions, the

fierce charge of the princely heroes, the loud

commands of the nobles, the clamour of the troops

in close conflict, the shouts and exultations of the

victorious youths, the sound of the warriors pros-

trated to the ground, and the discomfiture of the

common soldiers by the superior power of the

chieftains. Mac William, O'Brien, and the forces

of Leath Mogha (the southern part of Ireland),

were finally defeated in the battle, with great

slaughter, and among the slain was Murrogh Mac
I-Brien, of Arra, with many other chiefs ; and of

the nine brave battalions of galloglasses who
marched in close order of battle, only one broken

troop survived. Immense numbers of the lord

justice's forces were cut down and slain, although

they were the victors. It was impossible to

enumerate or relate the numbers of both horse

and foot forces that fell in that battle, for the field

on which they lay was impassable from the im-

mense and multitudinous heaps of unrecognisable

dead bodies, completely mangled ; spears shivered

in pieces, shields cloven into parts, and battle-

A.D. ]50£.

I. Moy Cosgrain, now Mocosquin, anciently called Cambos
and Camus, situated tliree miles south of Coleraine, in Derrj',

near tlie river Bann, wliere a monastery was founded by St. Con-
gal, in the sixth century, and a Cistercian abbey dedicated in

honour of the Virgin Mary, and called de Clarofonte, or St. Mary
dc Fontana, was establislied and endowed A.D. 1172, by the
O'Kanes, lords of that territory. The abbey and its lands were

swords broken into fragments ; lifeless bodies

hacked and mangled, and youthful, beardless jaws

breathing their last existence. After the battle

was gained by the lord justice, he conferred with

O'Donnell about marching immediately to Gal-

way ; but O'Donnell replied and said, " Many of

our people have been slain and destroyed, and
there are many others of them scattered from us

;

it is therefore more advisable to remain on the field

this night as a proof of our victory, and to encamp
here, and our officers and soldiers will join us on

perceiving our standards and banners." This plan

was adopted, and on the following day the lord

justice and O'Donnell marched for Galway, the

lord justice taking with him the two sons of Mac
William, and his daughter, as prisoners ; and they

remained together for a night in the town, in

cheerfulness and hannony, after gaining the battle.

From thence they proceeded to Athenry, and took

possession of the town ; and after this, O'Donnell,

and the other chiefs, took their leave of the lord

justice, and all returned to their respective homes.

A treacherous attack was made on O'Neill, i. e.

Donal, by Teige O'Hagan and his sons, at

O'Neill's castle of Dungannon, and the castle was

taken by them ; but God avenged this deed on
them, for the town was immediately taken from

them, and Teige and two of his sons were hanged,

and the third was maimed.

Fingin, i. e. Mac Carthy Riavach, the son of

Dermod-an-Dunaidh Mac Cai-thy, lord of Hy Car-

bery (Carbeiy, in the county of Cork), died, and

his brother Dermod, the son of Dermod-an-Dun-

aidh, succeeded him.

William Mac David, the son of Edmond, died,

and was succeeded by his brother Thomas.

A.D. 1505.

Donogh O'Kane, abbot of the monastery of

Moy Cosgrain,' was hanged by Dermod, the son

of Roderick, son of Manus O'Kane, on account of

which deed Dermod himself was maimed.

granted by king James I., to the Society of Londoners, who got

grants of almost the whole of that county, hence called London-
derry. The ancient abbey church still remains, and there were in

former times interesting ruins there of St. Congal's monastery, with

some splendid stone crosses sculptured, and containing images of

saints, also baptismal fonts, &c., and it was for many centuries a

celebrated place of pilgrimage.
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Edmond Dorcha, of the family of the knight

Simunach (Fitzsimon), prior of Fore,- died.

Laurence O'Flanajian, prior of Devenish,' died.

Donal, the son of Ai-t, son of Owen O'Neill,

was killed by Bryan, the son of Con, son of Hen-

ry, son of Owen O'Neill.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, the son of Niall

Garv, son of Torlogh of the Wine, lord of Tircon-

nell,Inisowen,Kinel Moain, and North Connaught,

[died], a man to whom submission was given

by the people of Fermanagh, of Oriel, of Claneboy

(in Down), of the Routes (in Antrim), and the

O'Kanes (of Derry), and to whom also submitted

the English and Irish of Connaught, except Mac
WilUam of Clanrickard, and as to him, O'Donnell

revenged his disobedience, for he frequently made

incursions into his territory, and there was not a

quarter of land from the river Suck northward,

and from Slieve O'Naedha in the west, but were

under tribute to O'Donnell ; this O'Donnell was

the full moon of hospitality and nobility of the

north, and the most eminent for agreeable manners

and feats of arms, the best man for either peace or

war, and the most distinguished of the Irish in

Ireland in his time for government, laws, and

regulations, for throughout Tu-connell, during his

time, no watching was kept, and the people only

closed the doors to keep out the wind ; he was the

best patron of ecclesiastics and of men of learning,

and a man who gave immense alms in honoui- of

the God of the vmiverse ; a man by whom was

first erected a castle at Donegal, that it might

serve as a defending fortress for his descendants
;

and he also founded a monastery for friars de obser-

vantia (Franciscans), in Tirconnell, viz.: the

2. The Ahhey of Fore, in Irish Fobbar, sometimes called

Fowre of St. Feighan, situated in the parish of tlie same name in

the barony of Demifore, county of Westmeath ; and tlie name Fobh-
ar is probably derived from Fobraidb, which sipiifies fine land.

A monastery was founded here in the seventh century by St.

Feichin, a native of Luighne, now the barony of Lienoy, in the

county of Sligo, a celebrated saint, who also founded Tennon Feich-

in, near Drogheda, and many other monasteries, of which ac-

counts will be found in Lanigan and Archdall, and he died A.D.
665, on the 20th of January, on which day his festival has been
always observed, and his memory held in great veneration. The
monastery of Fore became famous as a seat of learning and religion

for many ages, and according to Ussher it was called Baile-na-
Leabhar, signifying the Town of the Books, or of learning, from
the great seminary established there. A large town grew around
it, and it became a bishop's see, the first abbot raised to the epis-

copal rank being St. Suarlech, or Suarle, who died on the 27th of

March, A. D. 7-10. The succeeding abbots were also styled

bishops, and Fore continued an episcopal see to the twelfth centu-

monastery of Donegal ; he was a man who often

led his forces on expeditions to levy tributes

throughout Ireland, and a man to whom was

apphcable the title of Augustus of the north-west

of Europe ; he died, after ha\-ing gained the victory

over the world and the devil, and after extreme

unction and an approved repentance, in his own
fortress at Donegal, on a Friday, precisely, being

the fifth of July, in the seventy-eighth year of his

age, and the forty-fourth of his government, and

was buried in the monastery of Donegal.

Mac Carthy, of Carbery (in Cork), i. e. Fingin,

son of Dermod-an-Dunaidh, the son of Donal Ria-

vach, died, and was succeeded by his brother

Dermod.

Felim, the son of Niall, son of Art, son of Owen
O'Neill, was killed by the sons of Torlogh O'Mul-

doon.

Mac Donnell, i. e. Colla, the son of Colla (of

Antrim), O'Neill's constable of galloglasses, was

killed at Armagh, by Gillespie, the son of Sorley

Roe Mac Donnell.

The sons of Gillpatrick, son of Edmond Ma-
guire, plundered the young sons of the same

Edmond, namely Bryan and Owen, and the sons

of Gillpatrick slew Owen while in pursuit of the

prey ; and Fergus More Mac Cabe was slain on

the side of the sons of Gillpatrick, on that occasion.

Torlogh, the son of Maguire, i. e. John, the son

of Philip ; the two sons of Teige Mac Cafti'ey ; and

Teige Oge, the son of Edmond Mac Gaill-Gille,

along with eighteen other men, were drowned in a

boat on Lough Erne.

The son of O'Flanagan (of Fermanagh), i. e.

Cormac, the son of Cormac, died.

ry, when it was united to the diocese of Meath, and the bishops of

Fore were sometimes styled bishops of U'estnieath, and the see

designated the diocese of Westmeatli, as mentioned in these An-
nals at A. D. 11 74, where it is stated that it was annexed to Clon-

macnois, by a general decree of the clergy of Ireland. In the year

1209, Walter de Lacy, lord of Meath, refounded the Abbey of

Fore for Benedictine monks, brought over by him from the Abbey

of St. Taurin, at Evereux, in Normandy, and Fore was dedicated

under the invocation of SS. Taurin and Feichin. William Nugent

was the last prior of Fore, the lands and priory being seized by

king Henry YIII.; and in the year 158S, the priory and its exten-

sive possessions were granted by queen Elizabeth to Christopher

Nugent, baron of Delvin. Tlie abbey and town of Fore were fre-

quently plundered and devastated during the Danish and Englisli

v\-ars, but some interesting ruins of the ancient abbey and its

churches, and of castles or towers, still remain beautifully situated

near the fine lake called Lough Lene, and the high hUl named the

Ben of Fore.

3. The Abbey of Devenlsh, situated on Devenish Island, in

2 z
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The son of O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Oge, the son

of Hugh Roe, marched with a force into Tyrone

;

he burned Dungannon, the town of O'Neill, i. e.

Donal, and also the town of Hugh, the son of

Donal O'Neill ; he overran the country from

Abhain More (i. e. the great river or Blackwater),

inwards, without opposition, and on his return he

laid siege to Castlederg (in Tyrone), against the

sons of Niall, the son of Art (O'Neill), took the

castle, and left his guards in it ; from thence he

proceeded to Cill-Mic Nenain ( Kilmacrenan, in

Donegal), where he was nominated lord of Tir-

connell, on the 2nd day of August, by the will of

God and men.

Carbry, the son of Bryan O'Higgin, a professor

of poetry, died in Westmeath; and Brj'an Oge,

the son of Biyan, son of Donal Cam O'Higgin,

died.

John, the son of Rickard Burke, one ofthe most

worthy young men of the English of Ireland, was

treacherously killed in the monastery of Tubber-

patrick (in Mayo), by the sons of Ulick Burke.

The castle of BaUintober (in Roscommon), was

taken by O'Conor Don, and by Mac Demiott,

from the tribe of Graine (or Grace), the daughter

of O'Kelly ; they however made peace, and re-

stored the descendants of Graine to their estate.

A.D. 1506.

Thomas Buighe Mac Cosgraidh (or Cosgrave),

erenach of Clones, and John O'Fiaich (O'Fay),

erenach of Trian-Airidh-Brosgaidh (Derrybrusk,

in Fermanagh), died.

The son of Maguire, i. e. Hugh, the son of Ed-

mond, son of Thomas Oge Maguire, v^'as slain,

while pursuing a prey which was taken by the sons

of Con, the son of Henry O'Neill, on Cuil-na

Noirthear (in Fermanagh, on the eastern side of

Lough Erne), and the person who slew him was

Philip, the son of Edmond, son of Gillpatrick.

James, the son of Philip, son of the GioUa Duv
Maguire, a man of prudence and piety, died, and

was buried at Donegal.

Manus, the son of Geoffrey Roe Maguire, and

the son of Bryan of TuUaghaw, died

Thomas, the son of Oliver Plunket, was Idlled

Lou»h Erne, near Enniskillen, in the county of Fermanagh, and
called in Irish Dnlinh'inis, which signifies the Island of the Ox,
or, as expressed by Colgan, " quod Latine sonat Bovis Insula." A

by the tribe of Mahon O'Reilly, (the O'Reillys of

Clanmahon, in Cavan), namely, the Calvach, son

of Felim, and his sons, on account of which a war

broke out between the English and L-ish.

The son of O'Kane, i. e. Bryan Fionn, the son

of John, was killed by Donal, the son of Niall, son

of Henry, son of Owen O'Neill, and a son of that

Bryan was killed by Donogh O'Kane.

Mac Quillan (of Antrim), i. e. Walter, the son

of Corniac, son of Seinicin, was killed by O'Kane,

i. e. Thomas, the son of Aibhne ; there were also

slain along with him the two sons of Tuathal

O'Donnell, the two sons of O'Hara (of Antrim),

the three sons of O'Boylan, the two sons of

O'Quinn, and also seventeen of the chiefs of liis

forces, in the Routes.

Hugh Roe, the son of Glaisne Mac Mahon, was

killed by O'Reilly, i. e. John, the son of Cathal,

and his sons.

Donal O'Craidhen (O'Crean), a pious, consci-

entious merchant, died, while hearing mass, at

Donegal.

Patrick O'Maolconry, one of the most eminent

historians and poets in Ireland, in his time, died.

Ath Truim was burned by an extraordinary fire.

(Trim, in Meath, which, according to other ac-

counts, was burned by lightning),

Mac Carthy of Carbery, i. e. Dermod, the son

of Dermod-an-Dunaidh, the son of Donal Riavach,

died.

O'Kane, i. e. Thomas, the son of Aibhne, and

the sons of John, the son of Aibhne, namely, Do-

nogh and Donal Cleireach, went across the Bann

eastward, and carried away with them much prey

and valuable property, and returned with joy and

gladness.

Catherine, the daughter of the earl of Desmond,

i. e. Thomas, the son ofJames, the Bann Tighearna

(Lady, or Baroness), of Hy Carbery (in Cork), a

charitable and hospitable woman, died, and by

her were founded Benn Dubh and Dun-na-mBenn.

The bridge of Port Croisi, on the Shannon

(i. e. O'Brien's bridge, in Clare), was built by

O'Brien, namely, Torlogh, the son of Teige, son of

Torlogh, aided by Donal his brother, by the

bishop ofKillaloe, and by the bishop of Kilfenora.

monastery was founded here in the sixth century hy St. Molaise, a

native of Brefney, a celelirated saint, who also founded many other

monasteries, as mentioned by Lanigan, and his death, according to
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A.D. 150r.

EON PAUINT (John

Payne), bishop of Meath,

a friar preacher (or Domi-
nican) and Pierce O'Maol-

uidhir, abbot of Clogher,

died.

Grace, the daughter of

Maguire, the wife of Phi-

hp,son of Torlogh, a chari-

table and hospitable wo-

man; and Catherine, the

daughter of Cuchonacht,

the son of Manus Mac
Mahon, died.

O'Flanagan of Tura (in Fermanagh), namely,

Murtogh, the son of Murtogh, died.

A nocturnal attack was made by Niall Roe, the

son of Donal, son of Niall Garv (O'Donnell).

Henry, the son of Hugh O'Neill, a distinguished

military leader, and a most learned man in the arts,

died.

FeUm Mac Uinnseannain, official of Tirconnell

(vicar-general of Raphoe), a select Brehon, an

ecclesiastic eminent for piety and benevolent

deeds, died on the twelfth of July.

Siubhan (Judith), the daughter of Mac Mahon,
i. e. Hugh Roe, died.

O'Donnell, i.e. HughOge, the son of Hugh Roe,

marched with a force into Tyi'one, and he encamped

before the castle of O'Neill, at Dungannon,and slew

many of the people of the town, among whom was

Mac Gillroy, i. e. Bryan ; and O'Neill then made
peace with O'Donnell, after which O'Donnell pro-

ceeded to the lord justice (the earl of Kildare), and

after his departure O'Neill plundered Kinel Moain

(inDonegal), and slew Bryan, the son ofO'Gormley.

Niall, the son of Con, son of Hugh Buighe, son

the Four Masters and Colgan, took place A.D. 5G3, on the twelfth

of September, on which day his festival was kept, and his memory
long revered, and was buried in Devenish. The name Molaise, in

the Irish, is also written Molaisre, and Laisre, and latinised Mo-
lassius and Lasserianus, and hence he is mentioned by several

writers as St. Lasserian ; but it is to be observed that he should
not he confounded, as done by mistake by several writers, witli

another celebrated saint of the same name, that is Molaise, or

Lasserian, tlie lirst bishop of Leighlin in the seventh centurv, who
died A.D. 638. Devenish was an A ugustinian priory, dedicated

of Bryan Ballach O'Neill, was taken prisoner by
the people of Carrickfergus ; he remained im-

prisoned for a considerable time, and was at length

liberated, by giving sixteen hostages in his stead.

A contest arose between O'Neill and the sons

of Con O'Neill; the sons ofArt (O'Neill), joined

the sons of Con, and both parties three times

plundered Kinel Feradaidh (in TjTone) ; but

O'Neill afterwards committed great depredations

on the sons of Art.

Hugh, the son of Torlogh, the son ofPhilip Ma-
guire, was killed by the son of O'Rourke, namely,

Tiarnan Oge, the son of Owen.

The son of Maguire, i. e. Teige, son ofConor, son

of Thomas Oge, was killed by the sons of Donogh
Maguire, aided by Redmond Oge Mac Mahon.
The great castle of Carrickfergus was taken, and

the mayor of the town made prisoner, by Niall, the

son of Con (O'Neill) ; and he released his own hos-

tages who were in the castle, which had been for-

merly taken by them (the English).

The church of Achaidh Beithe (Aghavea, in Fer-

managh), was burned, and the greater portion ofthe

valuable propertyof the country was consumed init.

Edmond, the son ofThomas Oge (Maguire), son

of Thomas Oge, died of one night's sickness.

O'Dunain of Domhnach Moighe-da-Chlaoine

(Donaghmoyne, in Monaghan), was killed with the

thrust of a dagger by his own kinsman, Gillpatrick,

the son of Philip.

Bryan, the son ofMac Gauran, i. e. Donal Bear-

nach, was killed by Torlogh, the son of Hugh, son

of Owen Mac Gauran.

Mac Conmidhe (Mac Conway ), i. e. Solamh

(Solomon), the son of John, son of Solomh, chief

professor to O'Neill, a man learned in poetry, in

literature, and philosophy, and who kept a house

of general hospitality, died on the 30th of October.

Magrath, i. e. Thomas, the son of Philip, son of

Thomas, son of Maolmiu'ry Oge, son of Maolmurry

in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary, according to Ware ; and
there was also a priory of the Culdees on the island. Some of the
abbots of Devenish were also styled bishops, until it was annexed
to the see of Clogher, in the twelfth century. It was for many
centuries celebrated as a seat of learning and religion, but was fre-

quently devastated, like other abbeys, during the Danish wars, yet
tliere are still remaining some extensive ruins of the abbey and
churches, together with one of the ancient round towers of beauti-
ful structure, and in perfect preservation.

2 z 2
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More ; O'Cuill, i. e. Cendfaoladh ; O'Daly Fionn,

i. e. Geoffrey, the son of Donogh ; O'Daly of Car-

bury, i. e. Aongus, the son of Aongus Caoch, and

O'Geran, i. e. John, the son of Conor, died.

Mac Ward of Oriel (in Monaghan), i. e. Gill-

patrick, the son of Hugh, and Tuathal Buighe, the

son of Adam Garv Mac Ward, were killed together

by Cu-uladh O'ConnoUy, aided by his kinsmen.

The castle of Drom-da-Eithiar, and Caislen-na-

Deirge, (Dromahaire in Leitrim, and Castlederg in

Tyrone), feU.

The Bariy Roe (of Cork), i. e. James, the son of

James, accompanied by the chiefs of his people,

proceeded on a pilgrimage, to Spain, and after hav-

ing performed the pilgrimage, they got aboard of a

ship to retui-n, and no tidings of their being living

or dead were ever received. Donal, the son of

Teige, son of Gillmichael O'Fay, a professor suf-

ficiently qualified for Ireland or Scotland, in his-

tory, in knowledge of the Latin language, and in

poetrj', was drowned along with the Barry on the

same pilgrimage.

John Burke, the son of Ulick, son of Ulick, son

of Rickard Oge, tanist of Clanrickard, the most

noble of the English race in Ireland, a vessel full

of hospitality and of truth, and a preserving fink

of steel, died.

A. D. 1508.

Maighe (or Matthew), Magrath, bishop of Clon-

fert, a prosperous, religious, prudent and pious

man, died ; and David, the son of Thomas Burke,

after having been appointed his successor in the

bishoprick, ched on his way to Rome.
Thomas O'Connellan, bishop of Elphin, (who

was also bishop of Ardagh, according to Ware),

and Walter Blake, bishop of Clonmacnois, died.

WiUiam Oge, the son of Art Mac Caghwell, dean

of Clogher, brother to Owen (Eugene Mac Cagh-

well), bishop of Clogher, died.

O'Mulloy (of the King's county), i. e. Hugh
Oge, was killed in his own castle by his own
kinsmen.

Donal O'Brien, the son of Teige, sonof Torlogh

tanist ofThomond ; and Gerald, the son of Hugh,
son of Cathal O'Reilly (of Cavan), died.

The son of Mac Mahon, i. e. Redmond Oge, the

son of Redmond, was killed at Domhnach-Maighe-

da-Chlaoine (Donaghmoyne, county ofMonaghan),

on St. Patrick's Day, by the son of Maguire,

namely Philip, the son of Edmond, and this affair

happened after the following manner : Philip hav-

ing gone to the town, to hear mass there in honor

of St. Patrick, and while they were at mass in the

church, Redmond Oge (Mac Mahon), with a large

party, arrived at the church, and set fire to it at

the four quarters ; the son of Maguire, hearing of

this, said he would not suffer St. Patrick's church

to be burned, and having encouraged his people,

he and his friends sallied forth in the name of God
and St. Patrick ; the two parties having encoun-

tered, Redmond was thrown from his horse, and

he and his foster-brother, namely, the son of

Bryan Roe Mac Gillbride, were afterwards slain

;

several were taken prisoners, and the name of God
and ofSt.Patrick were magnified through that deed.

Cormac O'Keenan (in Fermanagh), a learned

historian and a true poet ; and Donogh, the son of

Bryan, son of Phdip Maguire, died.

Murtogh, the son of Hugh, son of Fergal Oge,

son of Fergal Roe Mac Geoghegan, was killed by

his own kinsmen.

Philip, the son of Bryan, son of Felim O'Reilly

(of Cavan), a military leader, and a man who kept a

house of hospitality, a man full of knowledge in

all the arts, died, after the victory of extreme unc-

tion and repentance.

Tiarnan Oge, the son of Owen O'Rourke, i. e.

the O'Rourke, was killed by John, the son of

Tiarnan Finn O'Rourke.

Niall, the son of Alexander Mac Cabe, and

Henry, the son of Bryan Mac Cabe, died.

O'Donnell, i.e. Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh
Roe, having proceeded (with his forces), in boats,

on Lough Erne, took the castle of Enniskillen

from Roderick Maguire, and gave it to Philip, the

son of Torlogh Maguire ; and O'Donnell also took

the hostages of the country. O'Neill, i. e. Donal,

and Maguire, namely, Conor,came to O'Donnell at

Enniskillen, paid him his tribute, and made peace

with him ; Philip, the son of Bryan Maguire, de-

molished his own castle through fear of O'Don-

nell, and the sons of Bryan left the country,

namely, Roderick went to O'Rourke, and Philip

went to Art Oge, the son of Con O'Neill.

The son of O'Kane, i. e. Geoftrey, the sonof

Thomas, was killed by the tribe of Manus O'Kane.
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John Mac Donnell Gurm (in Antrim), was

killed by Mac Quillan.

O'Donnell having marched with his forces into

North Connaught, brought hostages with him

from thence to his own place.

Bryan, the son of Phihp, son of Donogh Ma-
guire, was taken prisoner by Maguire, in the

church of Aghalurcher.

Philip Oge, the son of Awlave, son of Philip

Riavach, son of Bryan, son of Awlave, son of

Philip, son of Awlave, son of Dunn Carrach

Maguire, died ; he was the chief of his own tribe

(Clanawley, in Fermanagh), and a man who kept

a house of hospitality.

Corraac, the son of Niall, son of Giolla Duv,

son of Hugh (Maguire), was killed by the people

of Tullaghaw, and the sons of Philip, son of

Bryan Maguire, in a noctui-nal attack.

Edmond, the son of Manus O'Gormley, was

killed by Con, the son of Niall Bearnach, son of

Henry, son of Owen ; and Con himself was slain

by Bryan, the son of Con, son of Henry, son of

Owen, in the same mouth.

The sons of Donogh Maguire, namely, Thomas,

Philip, and Felim ; and the sons of John Buighe

Mac Mahon, made an attack on Maguire, i. e.

Conor ; Maguire opposed and defeated them, and

slew FeUm, the son of Donogh ; he smote Bryan,

the son of John Buighe Mac Mahon, and took

him, and Owen, the son of Thomas, the son of

Art Roe Mac Mahon, prisoners.

Art, the son of Con O'Neill, committed great

depredations on the people of Kinel Feai-adhidh (in

Tyrone) ; Owen, the son of O'Neill, and the sons

of Mac Caghwell, overtook him, and Aongus, the

son of Sorley Bacach, was slain on the side of

Art, who made his escape with difficulty, and

carried off the prey.

Aibhilin (orEveleen), the daughter of O'Kane,
i. e. Thomas, the wife of Owen Roe, the son of

O'Neill, died.

Donal Mac I-Brien, of Ara (in Tipperaiy), the

1508.

1. Carrick Patrici, signifying St. Patrick's Rock, as St. Pa-
trick is said to liave founded a churcli there, at the place after-

wards called Creevelea, near Droinahaire, in the parish of

Killenumery, diocese of Ardagh, and county of Leitrim. The
monastery above mentioned, was founded for Franciscans of the

Observantine order, by Owen O'Rourke, prince of West Brefney

son of Teige, son of Torlogh, son of Murrogh-na-

Raithnighe, a distinguished mihtary leader, who
was mild to his friends, but fierce to his foes, died

after a Hfe of nearly a hundred years spent with

honour and noble deeds.

O'Driscoll More, i. e. Conor, the son of Fingin,

son of Mac Con, died ; he was a vaHant man in

defence, the friend of the orders (friars), and of

learned men ; and liis son Fingin was appointed

his successor after he had been hberated, for he

was imprisoned in Cork for more than a year.

Mac Carthy More, i. e. Donal, the son of

Teige, son of Donal Oge, a man of prosperity and

affabUit}', and learned in the arts, died.

A contest arose between Teige, the son of Do-
nal, the forementioned Mac Carthy, and the

brother of Mac Carthy, i. e. Cormac Badhraeh,

the son of Teige, son of Donal Oge, from which

resulted the loss of upwards of eighteen score

(three hundred and sixty), persons \Nho fell

between them.

The son of Mac Pierce died, i. e. James, the

son of Edmond, son of James, son of William,

son of Mac Pierce Butler, (of Ormond) ; he was

a knight by the force of arm, and a hero in

bravery.

The monastery of the town of O'Rourke, which

is called Carrickpatrick,' in Connaught, in the

diocese of Ardagh, was founded by O'Rourke,

i. e. Owen, and by his wife Margaret, the daughter

ofConor O'Brien.

A.D. 1509.

Bryan, the son of Teige Mac Uinsenain, the

official (vicar-general) of Clogher, died.

Donogh Mac Rory, erenach of Machaire-na-

Croise (Magheracross, in Fermanagh), an humble

and lowly man in the love of God, and a man who
kept a house of hospitality, died.

The son of O'Neill, i. e. Ai't, the son of Con,

son of Henry, son of Owen, was treacherously

or Leitrim, and his wife Margaret O'Brien, daughter of Conor
O'Brien, prince of Thomond. A great part of the extensive walls

and the altar of this abbey still remain, and likewise the monu-
ment of O'Rourke, with his effigy in full length sculptured on his

tomb, and there are also monuments of the O'Murroghs, O'Cur-
nins, and other families.
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taken prisoner by Art of the Castle, the son of

Niall, son of Art, son of Owen O'Neill, although

being his gossip, and having been invited by him

to his own castle ; his son Niall, son of Art, and

Felim O'Melaghlin, were taken prisoners along

with him, and he was delivered into the hands of

O'Donnell, from which circumstance great troubles

resulted.

The earl of Kildare, lord justice, marched with

an army into Tyrone, at the invitation of the sons

ofCon O'Neill, who obtained the castle of O'Neill,

i. e. Dungannon, before the lord justice amved at

it. The lord justice proceeded from thence to the

castle of Omagh, which he took, and in it he made

prisoners Torlogh, the son of Niall, son of Art

O'Neill ; and Owen Roe Mac Sweeney, and the

lord justice demohshed the castle, and then

returned home.

O'Neill, i. e. Donal, the son of Henry, son of

Owen, lord of Tyrone, a man who destroyed most,

and on whom most was destroyed, and who made

most war, and committed most depredations in

defence of his lordship, until he finally gained it,

died on the sixth day of the month of August

;

and Art, the son of Hugh, son of Owen O'Neill,

was appointed his successor.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh
Roe, marched with a force against Mac Dermott,

and destroyed a great deal in Moylurg ; Thomas,

the son of Redmond, the son of Philip Maguire,

A.D. 1509.

1. Henry VIII. King Henry VII., the first sovereign of the

House of Tudor, died on the 2Ist of April, 1509, in the 53rd year

of his ase, and 24th of his reign, and was succeeded by his son,

Henry VIII. then in the 18th year of his age, who died on Friday,

the 28th of January, 1547, in the 5Gth year of his age, and 38th

of his reign. In 1537, in a parliament held in Dublin, by the

lord deputy, Leonard Gray, was passed the Act of Supremacy, by

wliieh king Henry VIII. was declared supremeheadof the church

in Ireland, and all appeals to the Pope, or communications with the

court of Rome were prohibited under the jjcnalty of Preraunire, and

any person who refused to take the oath of supremacy was deemed

guilty of high treason. The title borne by the kings of England

until" this time was only that of Lords of Irelnnd, but the title of

King of Ireland was conferred on Henry VIII, and his succes-

sors in a great parliament held at Dublin A.D. 1541, by the lord

deputy, .\nthony St. Leger.

Lords Lieutenant.—The following account of the lords lieute-

nant and deputies of Ireland, in the reign of Henry VIII. has been

collected from Ware, Borlase's Reduction of Ireland, Lodge's

Peerage, and various other historical works. In 1509, Gerald

Fitzgerald, the eighth earl of Kildare, was continued as lord justice

and lord deputy of Ireland, and remained so until his death, in

1513, having held tlie oflice of lord deputy and chief governor of

Ireland about twenty-five years, during a period of thirty-three

years, under kings Edward IV. and V., Richard III.. Henry VII.

was slain in that force, and O'Donnell returned

from that expedition.

O'Boyle, i.e. Edmond Buighe, the son of Niall,

was killed at night by the cast of a javelin, by Co-

nor Oge O'Boyle, at Luach Ross (in Donegal).

i\j-t O'Neill was liberated from his imprison-

ment by giving other hostages in his stead, namely,

his own son and his brother Btyan.

Philip, the son of Bryan, son of Philip Maguire
;

Maolmora, the son of Failge, son of Donal Baun

O'Reilly ; and Owen, the son ofCon, son of Hugh
Buighe O'Neill, died.

Bryan, the son of Con O'Neill, attacked the

tribe of the daughter of Mac Murrogh, on the

borders of Lough Leary (part of Lough Erne, on

the borders of Tyrone) ; and he slew Henry Oge,

the son of Henry Oge ; Owen, the son of Niall

Bearnach O'Neill ; Bryan, the son of Niall Bear-

nach ; and the son of Hugh Balbh O'Neill, and

took from them sixty-four horses.

Cormac, the grandson of John, the son of Co-

nor Oge Maguire; Dermod, the sonofFlann Mac
Ward ; and Teige O'Keenan, died.

Mac William, of Clanrickard, i. e. Ulick, the

son of Ulick, son of Rickard Oge, a man who was

submissive to friends, but the reverse to foes, died.

Mac Anfhileadh (the son of the poet), i. e. Gill-

creest, the son of Awlave, a learned poet, died.

Henry VHL' was proclaimed king of England,

on the twenty-second of April.

and Henry VIII. ; this celebrated earl founded a college at May-
nooth. In 1513, Gerald, ninth earl of Kildare, son of the late earl,

succeeded as lord justice and lord deputy ; and in 1515, William

Preston, Viscount Gormanstown, was appointed lord justice, but

soon after dismissed, and Gerald, earl of Kildare, was again ap-

pointed lord deputy, and going to England in 1519, left sir Thomas
Fitzgerald, his relative, lord justice. In 1520, Thomas Howard,

carl of Surrey, high admiral of England and Ireland, son of the

duke of Norfolk, was appointed lord lieutenant, and landed at

Dublin with 1000 soldiers, horse and foot, and a body-guard of

100 men ; he had many engagements with the Irish princes and

chiefs, as the O'Neills of Ulster, tlie O'Byrnes of Wicklow, the

( I'Conors and O'Moores, of Otfaley and Leix, and others ; and, in

passing through a narrow defile in Leix, he was nearly killed by a

musket-shot, the ball having struck his helmet. The earl of Sur-

rey soon after, in the year 1521, returned to England, and left

Pierce Butler, earl of Ormond and Ossory, as his lord deputy. In

1524, Gerald, earl of Kildare, was again appointed lord deputy,

but being sent for to England in 152G, he was by the intrigues of

his enemy, Cardinal Wolsey, under various charges confined to the

Tower, and, according to Borlase, he was ordered by Wolsey to be

beheaded, but was pardoned by the king, and sent back to Ireland.

In 1520, Thomas Fitzgerald of Leixlip was appointed lord deputy

for a short time, and in the same year Richard Nugent, baron of

Delvin, succeeded as lord deputy. In 1528, Pierce Butler, earl

of Ormond and Ossory, was appointed lord deputy, instead of the
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A.D. 1510.

Murtogh (O'Brien), the sou of Murtogh, son of

Torlogh, bishop of Kilfenora, died,

O'Reilly, i. e. John, the son of Cathal, died ; he

was the first to establish the order of friars de

observantia (Franciscans), at Cavan, by the au-

thority of the Pope.

Bryan Roe, the son of Donal, son of Hugh

O' Neill, died.

Bryan, the son of Philip O'Reilly, was slain by

the sons of Redmond, son of Glaisne Mac Mahon,

while in pursuit of a prey.

Mac Cabe of Brefney, i. e. Felim, and Mac
Loghlin, i. e. Anthony, died.

O'Felan, i. e. Fergal, a learned professor in

poetry, and Owen, the son of Brj-an O'Higgin,

chief professor of Ireland, died.

Mac Ward of Tirconnell, i. e. Owen Roe, died at

Inis Mac-an-Duirn (in the barony of Kilmacrenan,

county of Donegal, he was chiefpoet of Tirconnell).

Gerald, earl of Kildare, with the nobles of the

Enn-lish and Irish of Leinster, marched with an

army into the province of Munster, and fortified

a castle at CaiTick Cital, in despite of the Irish of

Munster. O'Donnell, with a small force, followed

him through Meath into Munster, westward, un-

til he joined him at that place ; from thence they

proceeded to Ealla (Duhallow, in Cork), took the

castle of Cean Tuirc (Kanturk), and plundered the

country ; after that they marched into Great Des-

mond (in Kerry), took the castle of Paihs, and

baron of Delvin. In 1530, Henry Fitzroy, duke of Kiehmond and
Somerset, natural son of king Henry VIII., was appointed lord

lieutenant, but did not come to Ireland, being a mere boy, about

10 years of age, and sir William Skeffiington was made lord

deputy under him, and arrived in Dublin with 200 horsemen. In

1532, Gerald, earl ofKildai'e, was again appointed lord deputy
under Henry Fitzroy, duke of Richmond, lord lieutenant, but being

sent for to England in 1534, he left his son Thomas, then a young
man in the 21st year of his age, in his stead as lord deputy. The
earl was imprisoned in the Tower of London, and his son Thomas,
having heard a false report that his father had been beheaded, he

organised a formidable insurrection in Ireland, called the rebellion

of Silken Thomas, as the young lord was commonly called by the

Irish Toiiin.i-nn-tSioda, from the splendid robes of silk he wore
;

or,according toothers, from the silken banners borne by his soldiers,

and an account of this rebellion is given at the year 1535 in these

Annals. The earl, his father, died in the Tower in 1534, and the

forces of Silken Thomas having been subdued, and himself brought
prisoner to England and confined in the Tower, he was, together ^lith

his five uncles, brothers of the deceased earl, namely, sir James and
sir John Fitzgerald, knights of Rhodes, and of St. John of Jerusa-

lem, and Oliver, Richard, and Walter Fitzgerald, conveyed pri-

anbther castle on the banks of Maing (the river

Mang, in Kerry), and returned back safe into the

county of Limerick. After that they mustered

fresh forces, and were joined by the Geraldines of

Munster, commanded by James, the son of the

earl of Desmond, with all the English ofMunster;

also by Mac Carthy Riavach, i. e. Donal, the son

of Dermod,son of Fingin; b}' Cormac Oge, the son

of Cormac, son of Teige, and by the English and

Irishof Meath and Leinster; and theythenmarched

to Limerick. Torlogh,thesonof TeigeO'Brien,lord

ofThomond, collected all his forces, and wasjoined

by Mac Namara, and the Siol Aodha, and the Clan

Rickard, who mustered another great ai^my to op-

pose them (the earl and his forces). The earl

marched with his forces through Bealach-na-Fad-

baighe, and through Bealach-na-nGamhna, until

he arrived at Droicheat Croise, namely, Droicheat-

Puirt-Croisi (the bridge of Port Cross, called

O'Brien's Bridge, in the county of Clare), which

had been constructed by O'Brien, across the

Shannon, destroyed the bridge, and encamped

for a night in that country. O'Brien encamped

so near them that they could hear each others'

voice and conversation during the night. On the

following day the lord justice an-anged his forces,

placed the English and Irish of Minister in the

van, and the English of INIeath and of Dublin

in the rere of the army ; O'Donnell marshalled

his small force, and remained in the rere, along

with the English of Dublin and Meath ; they

then crossed through Moin-na-mBrathar (the Bog

soners to thetower,and tried on a charge of higli treason, and on the

2nd of February, 1535, they were all hanged and beheaded at Ty-
burn. In 1532, according to Borlase, it was enacted, that none

should be appointed to the office of lord justice of Ireland, but an

Englishman, born within the realm of England. In 1533 sir Wil-

liam Skeffington was again sent from England as lord deputy, and
arrived in Dublin in October, but died in the December following

at Kilmainbam. In 1535 lord Leonard Gray, viscount of Graney
in Ireland, son ofThomas Gray, marquess of Dorset, was appointed

lord deputy to Henry, duke of Richmond, the king's son, who died

this year, in the IGth year of his age; in 1540 lord Gray was re-

called, and in the year 1541, was on various charges tried and be-

headed on Tower Hill. In 1540 sir William Brereton, afterwards

marshal of Ireland, and baron of Leighlin, w as appointed lord jus-

tice, but died the same year at Kilkenny. In 1540, sir Anthony

St. Leger succeeded as lord deputy, and going to England in 1543,

left as lord justice sir William Brabazon, who was ancestor of the

earls of Meath. In 1544, sir Anthony St. Leger again.arrived in

Dublin as lord deputy, but going to England in 1546, he a second

time appointed sir William Brabazon as lord justice, and in 1547

sir Anthony St. Leger again came to Ireland as lord deputy.
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of the Friars), which was the shortest way to

Limerick. O'Brien's forces made an attack on

the English array, killed the baron of Citon, and

Barnwall of Circustoun, (Barnwall of Crickstown,

in Meath), and many other noblemen that are not

recorded. The English army continued their re-

treat, and the forces of the O'Briens returned tri-

umphantly with great spoils, and there was not a

man of the EngUsh or Irish in those two armies,

on that day, who gained greater fame for valour

and generalship than O'Donnell, in covering the

retreat of the English forces.

Mac Maurice of Kerry, i. e. Edmond, the son of

Thomas, son of Patrick, a vessel full of wisdom

and hospitality ; and Dermod, son of Donal, son

of Donal Mac Carthy Cluasach, died.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh, the son of Hugh Roe,

went on a pilgrimage to Rome, and while abroad,

his people and friends were in grief, sadness, and

sorrow after him, and he left his son, Manus

O'Donnell, to defend the country while he should

be absent.

A.D. 1511.

Art, the son of Con O'Neill, whom O'Donnell

had imprisoned at his departiu-e for Rome, was

liberated from his imprisonment by Manus, the

son of O'Donnell, without O'Donnell's permission;

and his son Niall Oge became a security for the

maintenance of the terms of peace agreed upon

between them.

Thomas, the son of Andrew Mac Brady, bishop

and archdeacon of the two Brefneys (diocese of

Kilmore), for the space of thirty years, a prelate

whom the English and Irish supported, a man

distinguished for wisdom and piety, a brilliant

lamp which enlightened the laity and clergy by

instruction and preaching, an affectionate shepherd

of the church, after having ordained priests and

ecclesiastics of all degrees, and having consecrated

many churches and cemeteries, after having be-

stowed precious presents and fo6d on the rich and

poor, his spirit departed to heaven, on the fourth

A.D. 1511.

1. Mainist'iT Feorais, noyv Monasteroris, a parish also called

Castropetre, in the haroniy of Coolestown, King's county, which

got its name from sir John de Beraiingham, earl of Louth, who was
in Irish called Mac Feorais ; and hence the monastery was desig-

of the kalends of March (or August), precisely on

a Tuesday, at Dromahaire (in Leitrim), having

come to consecrate a church in Brefney, in the

sixty-seventh year of his age ; and he was buried

on a Friday, in the monastery of Cavan.

Cormac Mac Gauran, who was called bishop of

Brefney (Kilmore), died before Christmas.

The greater portion of the ancient works of the

church of Armagh were burned.

O'Conor Faily, i. e. Cahir, the son of Con, son

of Calvach, a general entertainer of learned men,

a distinguished military leader among the English

and Irish, was slain by a party of his own people,

namely, by the sons of Teige O'Conor, and the

sons of .lohn Ballach O'Conor, beside Mainister

Feorais.'

O'Kelly, i. e. Malachy, the son of Teige, son of

Donogh, son of Malachy, son of William, son of

Donogh Muinach, died ; he was a supporter of

his territory, friends, and people, a general patron

of learned men and strangers, a man by whom the

castles of Gallach, of Garbally, and Monivea (all in

Galway), were erected.

Mac Murrogh (lord of Leinster), i. e. Murrogh

Ballach, son of Donogh, son of Art, died.

Thomas, son of Glaisne, son of Conor O'Reilly

(of Cavan), and Edmond, the son of Glaisne, died.

Glaisne, the son of Conor, son of John O'Reilly,

was killed by the peopleof thehouseofMac Mahon.

Owen, the son of Brj-an Roe, son of Cathal

O'Reilly, died.

O'Dogherty, i. e. John, the son of Donal, son

of Conor, died ; and Conor Carrach was nomi-

nated the O'Dogherty.

Mac Donogh of Tirerrill, i. e. John, died ; and

his brother Fergal, tanist of Tirerrill, was slain by

Mac Dermott.

Art, the son of Con, son ofHenry O'Neill, went

into the pay of Hugh, the son of Donal, son of

Henry ; John, the son of Edmond, son of Thomas

Oge Maguire, died.

The Dillon, i. e. James of Machaire Cuircne,

(lord of Kilkenny West, in Westmeath), died.

Hugh, the son of FeUm Mac Manus, was killed

nated that of Mac Feorais, behaving founded, A.D. 1325, an

abbey here for Conventual Franciscans, of which some interesting

ruins still remain, near Edenderry ; this abbey, with its lands, was
granted to Nicholas Herbert, who died in 1581.
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by James, the son of John Mac-an-Easpuic Ma-

guire.

Dubhthach (Duffagh), son of DufFagh O'Duige-

nan (of Kilronan, in Roscommon), a learned his-

II. The Kingdom of Ulster.—In this article is continued from

p. 345, the ancient history of Ulster, and of the colonies that peo-

pled Ireland in the early ages ; an account of the Partholanians,

Nemedians, Fomorians, and Firbolg, has been given in the prece-

ding part, and in this is given an account of the Tuath De Danan,

Milesians, Celts, and Scythians.

37(e Tunth De Danan, as well as the Firbolg, were, according

to our old annalists, a branch of the Nemedians, for a tribe of the

Nemedians, when conquered and enslaved by the Fomorians, left

Ireland under the command of larbanel, one of the sons of Neme-
dius, and arrived in Greece, and having settled a long time in

Achaia or Attica, they are stated to have become deeply skilled in

magic, and to have acquired the power of working great wonders. The
derivation of their name, according to some, was from Dunan, one

of their queens in Ireland, and the word THni/i, which means a

tribe, hence Tuath de Danan signified the tribe or people of Da-
nan, as their chiefs were descended from her three sons, Brian,

luchar, and lucharba ; or, according to others, they were desig-

nated De Danan, from De, which signified gods, hence called De
Danan, or gods of Danan, from their great power and magic skill

;

others derive their name from Tuath, a lord, hence Tuath de

Danan, whicli would signify lords of Danan. Tlie name has been

latinised Danannee and Dananni, and anglicised Danans. At
the time the Danans were in Greece they are said to have assisted

the Athenians in their wars with the Assyrians or Syrians who
had invaded Greece, but the Assyrians having proved victorious,

the Danans, for fear of falling into their power, left Greece under

the command of their chief leader called Nuadh, and emigrated to

Lochlin or Scandinavia, now parts of Denmark, Norway, and Swe-
den, and having remained there many years, they next proceeded

to Albain, or that part of North Britain now called Scotland,

where they remained seven years, and sailing from thence they

arrived at In'm Ealga, or the Noble Isle, then the name of Ire-

land, and landed in the northern part now Ulster ; from thence

tliey proceeded to Sliabh-an-Iarain, or the iron mountain in Bref-

ney, near the lake now called Lough Allen in Leitrim. The Fir-

bolg colony, who were then the possessors of Ireland, having collec-

ted their forces, advanced to oppose the Danans, and a great bat-

tle was fought between them at Magh Tuireadh, or the Plain of

the Tower, a place situated near Lough Mask in Mayo, in which
the Firbolg forces were totally vanquished, and ten thousand of

them, together with Eochy their king, were slain ; and the earn

or sepulchral monument of great stones, raised over king Eochy
still remains on the strand near Ballysadare in Sligo. This was
called the battle of South Moy Turey, and in thirty years after-

wards another great battle was foiiglit at Nortli Moy Turey, near
Lough Arrow in Sligo, in which the Firbolg forces, combined with
the Fomorians. were again overthrown by the Danans, who thus
became masters of Ireland. The arrival of the Danans is placed
by our old chronologers about twelve centuries before the Christian

era, and they ruled over Ireland about two centuries, or one hundred
and ninety-seven years, according to the Psalter of Cashel, under
nine successive sovereigns, who resided chiefly at Temor or Tara,
and Tailtean in Meath, and sometimes at Cruachan in Connaught,
and at Aileach in Ulster. Their most celebrated kings were
Nuadh, their first king, who was surnamed Airgiod Lamb, signi-

fying of the Silver Hand, for, having lost his hand at the battle of
South Moy Turey, one of his artificers formed for him a silver

hand, and this circumstance has been adduced as a proof of the
superior skill of the Danans in the arts, and as they were repre-
sented by the other inhabitants of Ireland as necromancers and
magicians, it is probable these opinions arose from the great know-
ledge of the Danans in arts and sciences, and hence they are con-
sidered to have been far more civilised than the other colonies

which had settled in Ireland. Nuadh reigned over the Danans for

thirty years, and fell in the battle of North Moy Turey. Lugh-

torian, and a man of great wealth and prosperity,

died.

O'Neill, i. e. Art, the son of Hugh, marched

with a force into Tirconnell, and burned Glenfine

aidh Lamhfada, or Lnghaidh the Long-handed, another of their

kings, reigned forty years, and he instituted the great assemblies

at Tailtean in Meath, of which an account has been given at p.

I;i98, in a note on Bregia ; he ordained these assemblies in honour

of Tailte, daughter of a king of Iberia or Spain, and wife of

Eochy, the last Firholg king. Daglida, surnamed More, or the

Great, ruled over the Danans seventy years, and was one of the

most celebrated of their kings. From Eire, Fodhia, and Banba,

three of the Danan queens, Ireland got the names of Eire, Fodhia
and Banba, by which it was designated for many centuries by the

old bards and historians ; and from the Danans Ireland also got the

name Tnls-Fa'd, signifying the Island of Destiny, from the circum-

stance of their havingbrought with them a remarkable stone called

Lia-Fa'd, or the Stone of Destiny, on which the ancient kings of

Ireland were for many centuries inaugurated at Tara, and of which

a full account has been given at p. 297, in the note on Bregia.

The Danans had celebrated bards, and Brighid or Bride, daughter

of king Daghda, was their chief poetess, and honoured amongst
them as the goddess of poetry, and Morigu or Morigan, one of their

queens, was also deified and worshipped as the goddess of war, like

Pallas, Minerva, and Bellona, amongst the Greeks and Romans.
The religious rites of the Danans were a form of Druidisni, and
they worshipped idols ; three of their kings were named from their

chief objects of worship, one called Mac Coill, or the Son of the

Wood, from having worshipped the woods ; another Mac Ceacht,

or the Son of the Plough, his god being that chief instrument of

husbandry ; and the third 3[ac Greine, from Grian or the Sun
being the great object of his adoration. Midhir, son of Daghda,
was much celebrated in the works of the Irish bards, and his spirit

considered to remain in a state of enchantment many centuries

after his death. The Danan kings, queens, and chiefs were buried

in the great cemeteries of Cruachan in Connaught, and ofTailtean

and Brugh of the Boyne in Meath, of which accounts have been

given in these notes on South Connaught and Bregia. The Danans
were represented as great architects, and said to have built many
fortresses in Ireland, amongst others Cathair Crofin, or the stone

fortress of Crofin, situated at Tara, and so called from Crofin, one

of their queens; Aileach, near Lough Swilly in Donegal, a Cyclo-

pean fortress, of which an account has been given in the note on

Tirconnell, was first erected by Neid, one of the Danan chiefs, and
hence called Aileach Neid. The Milesian colony from Spain, having

invaded Ireland about a thousand years before the Christian era,

conquered the Danans in two great battles, one fought at Slieve

Mis mountain in Kerry, and the otlier at Tailtean in Meath, and
the Milesians then became masters of Ireland.

The origin of the Danans is involved in much obscurity, and has

puzzled various antiquarians. Our Irish annalists make them a

branch of the Nemedians, who were a colony of Scythians, from

the country near the Euxine sea or Thrace, and afterwards settled

in Greece as before stated ; others consider they were some of the

Pelasgi, a people of Thrace and Macedon, who were the earliest

inhabitants of Greece, and Danaus, one of their kings at Argos, is

mentioned about fifteen centuries before the Christian era, and

from him the Greeks were called Danai, a name resembling the

Danan of the Irish writers ; others consider the Danans, probably

from the similarity of the name, as a tribe of the Dodontel or Do-
doneans, who were also Pelasgians, and the founders of the famous

oracle and temple of Jupiter at Dodonea in Greece, and also of the

oracle and temple of Apollo at Delphi. The learned Villaneuva in

hislbernia Phenicea, supposes the Danans mightbe Phenicians and

have gotten the name Danani from the city of Dan in Palestine
;

others consider, from the similarity of the names, that the Danans
were Danes, and our annalists also state that the Danans were
some time in Scandinavia, but the name Danes was not used for

many centuries after the period assigned for the arrival of the

Danans, though it may be observed that the Danes and other

3 A
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(Gleninn, in Donegal), and from Lough Swilly

onward, and took hostages from O'Dogherty.

Kinel Feradaidh, in Tyrone, was completely

plundered by Manus O'Donnell.

Scandinavians were originally Scythians or Goths, from the coun-

tries between the Euxine and Caspian seas in Asia, and came to Scan-

dinavia many centuries before tlie Christian era. Many modern

geographers are of opinion tliat the Danans were either some of

the Damnii of North Britain, wlio are placed by Ptolemy, Camden,

Cellarius, and others, in the southern parts of Caledonia or Scot-

land, and in the northern parts of England bordering on Scotland,

or some of the Damnonii, the ancient people of Cornwall, in the

south of England, some of whom, it is said, came to Ireland about

the first century. But whether the Irish Danans were some of

the Damnians of North Britain, or of the Damnonians of South

Britain, is doubtful, though, as the Phenicians in early ages traded

to the mines of Cornwall, some of the Damnonians, who were of the

Celtic race, might have come from Cornubia or Cornwall, and

settled in Ireland in very remote ages, together with some of

the Phenicians, which might account for the eastern origin

attributed to the Danans by the Irish writers. It may be

here observed, that the Firbolg tribes of Connaught, called

Firdomnians and Damnonians, are by some considered to have

been colonies either of the Damnians or Danmonians of Bri-

tain ; but, according to the old Irish writers, great numbers of

the Danan and Firbolg tribes were expelled froni Ireland to

Britain in very remote times by the Milesians, and from them

the Damnians and Damnonians of Britain were descended ; and

they also state, that the Clnniia Breogaln, a colony that came
from Spain along with their relatives the Milesians, were after-

wards in great numbers expelled into Britain ; and from these

Clanna Breogain, a name which has been latinised Brigantes, were

descended the Brigantes of Britain. O'Brien, in his book on the

Round Towers, maintains that the Danans were a colony of

Iranians or Persians, who came from Iran, which was the ancient

name of Persia, and on this he founds his tlieory, that the Round

Towers of Ireland were erected by the Danans for purposes con-

nected with the ancient religious worship of India, denominated

Buddhism, and also for astronomical observations. It may be

observed that Bodh Dearg, or Bodh the Red, was the name of one

of the Danan chieftains, and son of Daghda, one of the Danan

kings ; and from him it is said the lake called Lough Bodh Dearg,

now Lough Boderig, an expansion of the Shannon between Ros-

common and Leitrim, derived its name, near to which lay the

plain called Magh Luirg of Dagh Ja, now the barony of Boyle, in

the county of Roscommon ; and there is a hill near Rath Crua-

chan, in Roscommon, called the Hill of Budli. In the third

century, at A. D. 226, in the Four Masters, it is mentioned that

in the battle of Crionna, in Meath, Fergus Bot, i. e. tin'idh, who
ruled over Bregia, was slain ; this name signifies Fergus of the

Fire, or of Bot, as the word Bot or Bod, according to Cormac's

Glossary and O'Reilly's Dictionary, signifies fire ; and according

to O'Reilly, the word Budh, means, life, wisdom, or the world ; and

the word Bot or Bod is also often written Bud, hence both

the words appear to have a similar signification; audit appears

probable that Fergus of the Fire or of Bot, was so called from

being a fire worshipper ; hence Bot, Bod, Bud, or Budh, seems to

have been one of the Pagan deities of the Irish ; and Vallancey

considers that the worship of Budh prevailed in Ireland, being

introduced by the Danans, who were Vetlanltes from Chaldea.

Amongst the traditions of the people, the Danans are said to

have been converted into fairies, and to live still in the raths or

earthen ramparts called forts, in a state of enchantment ; and the

Danans are often mentioned as fairies by many of the bards.

Also in the traditions of the people is mentioned a fairy king called

Bud-an-Bhothair, or Budh of the Roads, who, travelling rapidly

along the roads, raises clouds of dust in a whirlwind. The Danans
were represented as highly skilled in the arts, and after they had
been conquered by the Milesians, they became the chief artificers

and mechanics of the country, as architects, workers in metals.

O'Neill, i. 6. Art, the son of Hugh, having col-

lected his forces, marched into Tirconnell after

O'Donnell had gone to Rome ; Manus O'Donnell,

with the three Mac Sweeneys, and the principal

&c., and even in the traditions of the people to the present day,

they are considered to have been great builders ; and to Goban
Saor (a name signifying Goban the builder), a man <if the Danan
race, and a famous architect, is attributed the erection of the

Round Towers and many other great buildings in Ireland in the

early ages, but others consider that this Goban Saor lived in the

times of Christianity, and represent him as a builder of churches;

and some are of opinion that he was the same as Gobhan, a saint

of the seventh century. A full history of the Danans is given in

the Books of Leacan and Ballymote, and also in the Book of Inva-
sions by theO'Clerys.

The Milesians.—An account of this ancient colony has been
partly given at p. 123, in the note on South Connaught, and in

various other annotations in the course of these Annals, in which
it has been shewn from ancient authorities, that the Milesians are

represented as a colony originally from Scythia, near the Euxine
sea, on the borders of Europe and Asia, in the country now called

the Crimea. Their great ancestor was Feniusa Farsa, king of Scy-
thia, and his eon Niull having gone to Egypt, and attained great

rank there, married the princess Scota, daughter of Pharaoh, king
of Egypt, who was drowned in the Red sea. This Niull had a son

named Gaodhal, and his descendants were called Clnnna Gnodhal,
and from Gaodhal came the name Goe?, which is the pronunciation

of the word, hence, the Irish have been called Gaels and Gade-
lians. The Gadelians having been expelled from Egypt, sailed

back to Scythia under the conduct of their chief, Eiijer Scuit, or

Fiber the Scythian, and from him they were called Cineadh Scuit,

signifying the race of the Scyths or Scythians, and the name
Scuit was latinised Scoti, and anglicised Scots, and from the Scoti

Ireland, in ancient times, got the name Scotia, which was after-

wards applied to that part of North Britain called by the Irish

Albain, now Scotland, from a colony of Milesians or Irish Scots

who settled there in the third century under a chief from Ireland

named Cairbre Riada, but it is to be observed, that the name Sco-

tia was exclusively confined to Ireland till the eleventh century,

when it was first applied to modern Scotland. The Gadelians or

Scythians again emigrated from Scythia, and having sailed through

the Euxine, now called the Black sea, and onward through the

Bosphorus, the Hellespont, the Egean or Archipelago, and the

sea afterwards called the Mediterranean, they made some settle-

ments in Getulia, on the coast of northern Africa, in the country

where Carthage was afterwards founded. From Getulia the Gade-
lians came to Iberia or Spain, and conquered part of that country

from the Iberians or race of Tubal, the ancient possessors, in the

territory afterwards called Celtiberia by the Romans, and situated

in the northern parts of Spain. The Gadelians were possessed of

the territory now forming the province of Gallicia in the north of

Spain, and, commanded by one of their celebrated chiefs named
Breogain, gained many great battles over the Iberians, and the

jiosterity of this Breogain were named Clanna Breogain, who are

called by Latin writers Brigantes. A grandson of Breogain, named
GoUamh, became king of North Spain, and was a renowned war-
rior ; he went to Scythia, the country of his ancestors, and became
the chief military commander there under the king of Scythia

;

from thence he went to Egypt and was appointed commander of

the Egyptians in their wars with the Ethiopians, and he obtained

in marriage the daughter of one of the Pharaohs, king of Egypt,
and after some time having returned to Spain, he ruled as one of

the chief kings of that country. From his great valour Gollamh
was named Mileadh Espaine, signifying the hero of Spain, as the

word Mileadh means a soldier, warrior, or knight, like the Latin

word Miles, and this name has been latinised Milesius ; andhis pos-

terity were called Clnnna Mileadh, a term which has been angli-

cised Milesians. After the death of Milesius in Spain his pos-

terity and the Clanna Breogain sent a force to explore Eire or Ire-

laud, under the command of Ith, who was son of Breogain, and
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chiefs of Tirconnell, defended and protected the

country as well as they could ; and O'Neill, with

his forces, departed eastward from the mountain,

and returned to his home M-ithout prey or battle.

uncle of Milesius, and a valiant warrior, but Ith and his forces

having arrived in Ireland, were attacked by the Tuath De Danan,
and Ith himself was mortally wounded, and most of his men slain.

The sons of Milesius and the Clanna Breogain shortly after fltted

out a fleet of thirty ships, and with a powerful force set sail from
Tur Breogain or the Tower of Breogain, at the place called Bri-

gantia, now Corunna in Spain, and arrived in Ireland. The Mile-
sians were commanded by eight of the sons of Milesius, and many
chiefs of the Clanna Breogain, but being overtaken by a great

storm oil* the southern coast of Ireland, many ships were wrecked
and several of their chiefs drowned, amongst whom were Colpa
the swordsman, Ir, Donn, and some other sons of Milesius, but at

last they effected a landing at a place called Invear Sceine, now
the bay of Kenmare in Kerry, which got its name from Sceine, the
wife of Amergin, who was drowned there. The Milesians were
commanded by Heremon, Heber, and Amergin, sons of Milesius,

together with many chiefs of the Clanna Breogain, and soon after

their arrival fought a great battle with the Tuath De Danan, near
Slieve Mish mountain in Kerry, where the Danans were defeated

;

but Scota, the relict of Milesius, daughter of Pharaoh, king of

Egypt, who accompanied her sons to Ireland and was present at

the battle, was slain, and buried in a valley called after her Glen
Scota, and situated near Tralee. The Milesians proceeded to Tea-
muror Tara, and Tailtean in Meath, where the Danan kmgs then

resided, and in a great battle fought at Tailtean the Danan forces

were totally vanquished, and their three kings, Mac Colli, Mac
Ceacht, and Mac Greine, together with their three queens, Eire,

Fodhla, and Banba, slain ; and the Milesians then became masters
of Ireland. The period of the arrival of the Milesians is placed

by our old historians about a thousand years before the Christian

era, their progenitor Milesius being made cotemporary with king
Solomon over the Israelites.

The vast antiquity assigned by our old annalists for the various

colonies that peopled Ireland in the early ages, has been doubted,
disputed, and denied, by many modem writers ; but the accounts
of our ancient historians are not improbable or inconsistent with
the cotemporary history of other nations of antiquity ; and though
the records of remote events in our history may be exaggerated,
distorted, and mixed with fable, so are the early annals and tra-

ditions of all other nations partly fabulous, or a compound of facts

and fable ; and it may be observed that most of the modem writers
who doubt or deny the truth of our annals, and represent them as

lictions and legends, are mostly men who know little or nothing of
the Irish language, annals, or antiquities, or of the cotemporary
history of other ancient nations. With respect to the origin of

the first colonies that came to Ireland, it will be necessary to give
some account of the ancient inhabitants of the nations from which
those colonies were derived.

The Shenites or Semiticracc.—After the Deluge, Shem or Sem,
one of the sons of Noah, and his posterity, according to Josephus,
and other ancient historians, peopled the greater part of Asia, and
of the Semitic race were the following nations : From Assur or

Ashur, son of Shem, came the Assyrians, and Ninus, grandson of

Ashur, founded the city of Nineveh, on the banks of the Tigris,

and his descendants possessed Asia, from the Euphrates to the

Indian ocean. From Arphaxad, son of Shem, came the Arphax-
adites, called afterwards Chaldeans ; and from Aram, son of

Shem, descended the Aramltes or Arameans, afterwards
called S;/rin>is, and from the Syrians came the PheiiicUuis ;

and from Elam, another son of Shem, came the Elamites, called

the Iran'ums or Persians. From Heber, a descendant of Ar-
phaxad, were descended the Hebreics, but Abraham, a descendant
of Heber, is considered their chief ancestor, and they were called

Israelites, from Jacob or Israel, the son of Abraham, and Jeics,

from Judah, one of the sons of Jacob. The Arabians or Arabs,
called Ishnuielites, were descended from Ishmael, a son of

A.D. 1512.

Hugh O'Mulmocheirge (O'Mulmogherj-, angli-

cised Early), abbot of Dromlane (in Cavan), was

drowned.

Abraham, by the Egyptian bond-woman Hagar, of the race of Ham.
The Hamites.—'ihe posterity of Ham or Cham, son of Noah,

peopled the greater part of Africa and part of Asia ; and Ham
himself, as shewn by the learned bishop Cumberland, in his Origin

of Ancient Nations, was after his death deified and worshipped as

a god by the Egyptians, Ethiopians, and Lybians, under the name
of Jupiter Hammon or Ammon, and the famous temple and oracle of

Jupiter Hammon dedicated to him in Lybia. Mizraira, son of Ham,
peopled Egypt, hence called by Moses, " the land of Mizraim ;"

and from the ancient inhabitants, called Copts or Gypts, came the

name Egyptians. From Canaan, son of Ham, were descended

the C«««aHtte of the land of Canaan in Palestme, and also the

Philistines, the Anakim, the Amorites, and Amalekites, who are

called in the Scriptures the giant race of Ham, being famous war-

riors, and men of great strength and stature. From Sidon, son of

Canaan, came the Sidoniajis ; and the Tyriansnad Carthaginians

were mixed colonies of the Phenicians and Sidonians. From
Phut, another son of Ham, were descended the Pliutitcs or

Lybians ; and from Sabas, another son, came the Sabeans. From
Cush or Chus, son of Ham, came the Chusites or Ethiopians;

and Nimrod, son of Cush, the Ethiopian, founded the city of

Babylon, on the banks of the Euphrates, and was the first king of

the Babylonians ; he is called in the Scriptures a mighty hunter,

and described by Josephus as a " bold man, and of great strength

of hand." Nimrod became an idolater, and erected the famous

temple of Belus, Bel, or Baal, dedicated to the sun at Babylon,

and he and his people built the tower of Babel.

The Japetians.—Japhet, one of the sons of Noah, and

his posterity, peopled Europe and part of Asia; from Madai, son

of Japhet, came the Jl/nrffa?w, whom the Greeks called Medes;
and from Javan, son of Japhet, were descended the Greeks and

lonians ; from Thiras, son of Japhet, came the Thracians ; and

from Thogarma, son of Gomer, son of Japhet, the Phrygians and

Armenians ; from Thubal, son of Japhet, and his son Iber, came
the Iberes or Iberiam, afterwards called Spaniards. The Italians

were a mixture of Celts, Scythians, and Greeks ; the two other

chief people of the race ofJaphet were the Celts and Scythians.

The Celts, according to Josephus and other ancient historians,

were the descendants of Gomer, one of the sons of Japhet, and

hence called Gomerites and Gomerians ; they were the aborigines

or first inhabitants of Europe after the deluge, and they were

called by the Greeks Keltai, and by the Romans Celtoe. In the

Celtic and Hibemo-Celtic or Irish language, the name was Ceal-

tach, which O'Brien, in his Dictionary, at the words Cealtach and

Geilt, considers to be derived from Coill or Caill, a wood, hence

Coillteach or Cealtach may signify a Celt or an inhabitant of woods

;

and the term is supposed to have origmated from the Celts in the

early ages having chiefly inhabited the forests, or from their having

always practised in woods and groves the religious rites of Druid-

ism ; or, accordmg to others, the name was derived from Coill, a

wood, and teach, a house—as their chief habitations were in the

woods, or constmcted of wood. The Celts, as the aborigines of

Europe, first inhabited those parts on the borders of Europe and

Asia, about the Euxine sea, and thence spread over Western

Europe, and the countries afterwards called Germany, Gaul, Italy,

Iberia or Spam, Britain and Ireland ; the western part of the

European continent, comprising parts of Gaul, Germany, Spain,

and Italy, was denominated by ancient geographers Celtica, or the

land of the Celts, a name afterwards applied to Gaul, as the chief

country of the Celts.

The Gauls, or inhabitants of the countries now called France

and Belgium, were the chief nation of the Celts, and possessed

those territories two thousand years before the Christian era.

They were called in the Gaulish and Irish languages. Gall and

Gaill, and Gaillteach, all apparently derived from the word

Ceallteach or Geallteach, signifying Celts, and the term Guel^

3 A 2
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Pierce Mac Graidin, dean of Clan Hugh (in the

county of Longford, and diocese of Ardagh), died.

Niall, the son of Con, son of Hugh Buighe, son

of Bryan Ballach O'Neill, lord of Trian Congail

applied to the Irish, and their descendants the Scots, appears to be

derived from the same source. The name Gall amongst the Irish

also signified a foreigner, and was applied by them to all foreign

people, as Gauls, Danes, and Englisli, while they called themselves

Gael. The Gauls were called by tlie Greeks Gahdai, and also

Keltal, and their country Galntia and Celto-Oalatla; and by

the Romans Gaul was called Giillin, and the people GalU,
anglicised Gauls. In very remote times, from twelve to fifteen

centuries before the Christian era, the Gauls crossed the Pyrenees

and planted a colony in Iberia or Spain, which, becoming mixed
with the old inhabitants named Iberes, were called by the Romans
Celto-Iberl, and their country, situated in the north of Spain, was
named Celtlber'm The Gauls likewise, many centuries before the

Christian era, crossed the Alps, and settled colonies in Northern

Italy, in that part called by the Romans Gallia Cisnlpina or

Cisalpine Gaul, to distinguish it from Gallia Ti'ansalpina or

Transalpine Gaul, in France. In those early times the Gauls also

planted colonies called Boii or Boiarii and Pannonii, in ancient

Bavaria, Bohemia, and Pannonia, in Germany. About four cen-

turies before the Christian era, the Gauls, under Brenn or Brennus,

marched into Italy, defeated the Roman forces, and took the city

of Rome. The Gauls joined the Carthaginians against the Romans
in the Punic wars, and forty thousand of them fought under Hannibal
in Italy ; and in the year 216 before the Christian era, Hannibal,

witii his Gaulish infantry and Numidian cavalry, gained the great

battle of Cannai, in wliich fifty thousand of the Romans were slain.

A short time before the Christian era, the Roman armies under
Cffisar invaded Gaul, and tiie various confederated nations of the

Gauls, under the command of Vercingetorix, mustered about two
hundred and fifty thousand men ; they had great troops of cavalry

and war chariots, and they fought with great bravery and im-

petuosity, commencing the battle with fierce shouts and war cries,

and fougiit naked down to the middle, throwing off their short

tunics called sagu/nSj when determined to conquer or die ; they

used long brazen swords, spears, and shields, hows, arrows, and
slings, and cast innumerable darts and stones ; the Gauls also

had powerful fleets, and their ships, according to Cajsar, were
chiefly constructed of oak, but though fighting with great valour,

they were generally defeated by the superior discipline of the

Roman legions ; and in tlieir wars with Cajsar, for a period of

seven years, about one million of the Gauls were slain, and Gaul
was reduced to a Roman province.

The Galat'mns.—About three centuries before the Christian era,

the Gauls, under their generals Brenn and Bolgos, with prodigi-

ous forces, invaded Macedon and Greece, and passing on into Asia

founded the kingdom of Galatia, or Gallo-Grecia, in Asia

Minor. The Galatians became a celebrated nation, and were fa-

mous warriors, and fought as mercenaries in vast numbers, under

the kings of Syria and other countries of Asia ; and their troops

were the most valiant in the east. In the second Book of Macca-
bees they are mentioned to have advanced as far as Babylon, but

were defeated by the Jews, and one hundred and twenty thousand

of them slain. The Galatians make a remarkable figure in the

wars of the Romans, in the east, with Antiochus, Ptolomey, and
Attains ;and Deiotarus, the celebrated king of Galatia, assisted the

Romans in their wars with Mithridates and the Parthians. Cleopa-
tra, queen of Egypt, had a body-guard of Galatians, and Augustus
Caesar also presented a body-guard of Gauls toHerod, king ofjudea.

The Gauls and Belgians also sent colonies in the early ages to

Britain and Ireland, as hereafter explained. Amongst the Celts are

to be mentioned the Umbrians, the Etrurians, or Etruscans, the Sam-
nites, Sabines, and some others of the ancient inhabitants of Italy.

The Thracians and Pelasgians, the most ancient inhabitants ofGreece
and the Plirygians, are also considered to have been Celts.

The Sci/thiaiis.—According to Josephus, and other ancient wri-
ters, the Scythians were descended from Magog, one of the sons of
Japhet, hence called Magoyites. They were called by the Greeks

(parts of Down and Antrim), a man of general hos-

pitality, a promoter of religious orders and

churches, a provident and fortunate man, who
paid neither rents nor tribute to the Clan Neill or

Skuthni, Sltuthilie, and Scythes, and by the Romans Scyfhce, and

Scythi, anglicised Scyths, and Scythians. O'Brien, and other

etymologists, are of opinion that the name is derived from the Cel-

tic orCelto-Seythian word, /9c(o<, which signifies a dart or arrow,

and has also the same signification in the Irish language ; and this

derivation is considered probable, as the Scythian nations were all

famous archers, particularly the Parthians ; and O'Brien, in the

learned preface to his Dictionary, is also of opinion that the Irish

names Scult, and Clanna Scuit, meaning Scythians, as applied to

the Milesian Irish, had its origin from the same source, as they

are stated to have been of Scythian or Celto-Scythian descent

:

the name Scuit has been latinised Scoti, and anglicised Scots. The

Scythians make a conspicuous figure in the ancient history of Asia,

as the Celts did in that of Europe ; and Spenser, in bis View of

Ireland, says, " the Gauls and Scythians were two as mighty na-

tions as ever the world brought forth." The Scythians were

amongst the most warlike and valiant people of antiquity, and

fought chiefly in war-chariots, and were famous archers ; they led

a pastoral life, their chief riches being their herds of cattle and

horses, and they lived chiefly on milk, and the flesh and blood of

their cattle ; they worshipped the sun, moon, and winds, and their

chief deity was their god of war, called Odin, or Woden, by their

descendants, the Goths, Germans and Scandinavians ; and they

sacrificed to their god of war a vast number of horses and other

animals. Abaris and • Anacharsis, celebrated Scythian philoso-

phers, who travelled in Greece, many centuries before the Chris-

tian era, are mentioned by various writers. Justin gives an account

of the Scythians, and shews that they were one of the most

ancient nations of the world. They were originally settled in

Asia, beyond the Caspian sea, and more tlian two thousand years

before the birth of Christ they extended their conquests over Iran

or Persia, and as far as the river Indus ; and hence they were

called Indo-ScythcE. According to Pinkerton, they were expelled

from Persia, by Ninus, king of Assyria, more than two thousand

years before the Christian era ; and he established the Assyrian

empire on the ruins of the Scythian; and even earlier than that

period, the Scythians are stated to have waged war with Vexor,

one of the most ancient kings of Egypt. Great numbers of the

Scythians, who were expelled from Asia, settled on the borders of

Europe and Asia, about the Euxine and Caspian seas, at least

fifteen centuries before the birth of Christ. The Scythians were

divided into two great nations, namely, those of Europe and of

Asia ; and the Scythians of Europe, who settled about the Euxine

sea, conquered the Celtic people of that country, and afterwards

extended to Ciermany and other parts of Europe. 2Vie Amazons,

a famous nation of female warriors, whose chief city was Themis-

cyra, on the banks of the river Thermodon, in Asia Minor, near

the Euxine sea, were Scythians, and celebrated in ancient history.

These heroines fought on horseback, armed with helmets, battle-

axes, bows and arrows, and engaged in war with tlie most valiant

men, and defeated many champions in single comliat. Marpesia,

Menalippe, Orythia, and Hippolyta, queens of the Amazons,

invaded Greece, and were famous in their battles with Hercules

and Theseus; Penthesilca, queen of the Amazons, fought in

the Trojan war ^against the Greeks, but was slain in single

combat by Achilles ; and Thalestris, queen of the Amazons,

is mentioned as having visited Alexander the Great, in Asia.

In the seventh century, before the birth of Christ, the Scythians

from the borders of the Euxine and Caspian seas, overran a

great part of Asia, and conquered part of Judea, in the reign of

Josias ; made settlements in Palestine, and founded a city there,

called by the Greeks Scythopolis, and by the Jews Bethsau.

The remarkable prophecies of Ezekiel (chaps, x.xxviii., xxxix),

concerning Gog, Magog, and the sons of Gomer, Tubal, and

Thogarma, are considered to have reference to these invasions, as

the descendants of Gog or Magog were the Scythians, and the

descendants of Gomer, Tubal, and Thogarma, were the Celts, the
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Clan Daly (the O'Neills and O'Donnells), or to

the king of England's viceroy, a man of long life

and prosperity, a man skilled and learned in all

Iberians of Asia, and the Armenians ; but, according to other inter-

pretations, the prophecies of Ezeltiel refer to the conquest of

Egypt and Judea by Cambyses, king of Persia, in the sixth

century before Christ, as Cambyses ruled over a great part of

Scythia, and liaii Scythians in great numbers in liis armies. In

Ezeltiel are mentioned mighty hosts of tiiesc invaders, togetlier

with Persians, Ethiopians, &c.; their horses and horsemen clothed

in coats of mail, and armed with helmets, shields, swords, spears,

bows and arrows ; and so prodigious were the numbers of slain,

that the materials of the various weapons, as handles of spears,

bows and arrows, &c., served the Israelites to burn as fire-wood

for seven years. In the year 629, before the birth of Christ,

Cyrus the Great, king of Persia, made war on the nation of

Scytliians, called Massagetse, who dwelt near the Caspian sea, and

having crossed the river Araxes, with an immense army, gave the

Scythians a defeat by stratagem ; and slew Sargapises, son of

Toinyris, their queen ; but the heroic Tomyris, having collected

her forces, gave the Persians a total overthrow in the passes of

the mountains, in which two hundred thousand of them were

slain, together with Cyrus himself, whose head she had cut off,

and thrown into a vessel filled with human blood, saying, " Glut

thyself with blood, for which thou hast always thirsted." In the

year 513 before Christ, Darius Hystaspis, king of Persia, made
waron the Scythians, and with an army of seven hundred thousand

men crossed the Thracian Bosphorus, and marched to the banks

of the Ister or Danube, which his forces crossed on a bridge of

boats ; and at the same time, his fleet, consisting of six hundred

sail, entered the Euxine, but the Scythians, under their king

Jancyrus, defeated Darius, and eighty thousand of the Persians

were slain, and the remainder were forced to make a rapid retreat

across the Danube. In the fourth century before the Christian

era, Philip of Macedon made war on the Scythians dwelling near

the Euxine sea and the Danube, in the country afterwards called

the Crimea. Philip, with a powerful army, crossed the Danube,

defeated the Scythians, under their king Atheas, with great

slaughter, took vast spoils of arms, chariots, and cattle, with

twenty thousand captives, and twenty thousand of the best mares

in Scythia. Zopyrion, one of the generals of Alexander the

Great, with an army of thirty thousand men, crossed the Danube

to attack the Scythians, but was slain, with all his forces. It is

stated by Plutarch, that Darius, king of Persia, had in his army a

great body of Scythian cavalry, with their war chariots, at the

battle of Arbela, where he was defeated by Alexander the Great.

The Parthians and Bactrians, two powerful nations bordering on

Persia, were Scythians ; the Parthians were celebrated in their

wars with the Romans, and particularly famous as archers ; in the

year 53, before the Christian era, the Roman legions, under Crassus,

crossed the Euphrates, but were totally vanquished, and Crassus

himself slain by the Parthians, commanded by Surena. In the cen-

tury before the Christian era, the renowned Mithridates, king of

Pontus, ruled over the Scythian nations about the Euxine sea;

lie was a man of great valour, and strength of body, very learned,

and, according to Pliny, spoke twenty-two languages ; for more
than twenty years he waged continual war with the Ronums, and

was one of the most formidable enemies they ever encountered
j

and in one day he is said to have massacred one hundred and fifty

thousand of the Romans in Asia Minor. In his battles with the

celebrated Roman general Sylla, according to Plutarch, Mithri-

dates covered the plains of Greece with hosts of Scythian cavalry,

and their war-chariots, armed with scythes ; their archers, sling-

era, casters of darts, spearmen and champions, ai'med with swords,

bucklers, iron breast-plates, and brazen helmets. The Massagetse,

the Getse, the Sacae, ancestors of the Saxons ; the Sarniatse, pro-

genitors of the Sarmatians; the Basterna, the Goths, the Vandals,

the Daci, or Dacians, the Scandinavians, the Germans, the Franks,

whoconquered France; the Suevi, Alans, Alemani, the Longohards,

who conquered northern Italy, and gave it the name of Lombardy,

the arts, in history, poetry and music, died on the

eleventh of April.

Art, the son of Con, son of Niall Garv O'Don-

and many others, were all powerful people of Scythian origin, who
first possessed various parts of western Asia, chiefly the countries

about the Caspian sea, and onwards to Persia, but afterwards ex-

tended to the Euxine, and adjoining parts of Europe, and finally

founded most of the modern European nations. The various peo-

ple above mentioned were celebrated intlieirwars with the Romans
for many centuries, particularly the Goths and Vandals, the

Franks, and Longobards, who overthrew the Roman empire, and

conquered the greater part of Germany, France, Spain, and Italy,

from the third to the seventh century ; and kings of those races,

of the Goths, Germans, and Franks, rule over those countries to

the present time. The Hinis of Asia, who, under the warlike

Attila, in the fifth century, overran the Roman empire, are stated

by some writers to have been .Scythians, but that opinion is erro-

neous, for the Huns were of the Mongol, or Tartar race, while

the Scythians and Celts were of the great Caucasian race.

The Celto-Scythians.—Tlie Romans designated those countries

about the Euxine sea, including parts of Europe and Asia, as Celto-

Scythla, those territories being inhabited by the Celto-ScyfhcE,

that is, a mixture of Celts and Scythians, and they are mentioned

by Plutarch in his life of Marius. The Thracians and the Pelas-

gians, a people of Thrace, who were the most ancient inhabitants

of Greece, were Celto-Scythians ; also the Iberians who dwelt in

Iberia, between the Euxine and Caspian seas, were a mixture of

Celts and Scythians, and from them were descended the Georgians

and Circassians, and the Caucasian clans, who have been always

famous for the valour of their men, and beauty of their women
;

and in modern times their bravery has been conspicuously dis-

played in their resistance to the Russians. The ancient inhabi-

tants of Italy were, as already explained, chiefly Celts, or a mix-

ture of Celts" and Scythians. The Cimbrians and Belgians, ancient

people of Germany and Gaul, who sent colonies to Britain in early

ages, were likewise Celto-Scythians, and so were the Iberians,

Celtiberians, and Cantahrians of Spain, and the Brigantes of

Spain, Ireland, and Britain; and the J/Jtoiart /)«/(, the Britons,

the Picts, and Caledonians, appear to have been all a mixture of

Celts and Scythians.

The Celtiberians.—Spain was first peopled after the Deluge by

the posterity of Iber, son of Tubal, son of Japhet ; from Iber or

Iberus, the people were called Iberes and Iberi, and the country

Iberia, by the Greeks and Romans. The Iberians of Spain, ac-

cording to Appian Varro, and Diodorus Siculus, came originally

from Iberia in Asia, a country situated between the Euxine and

Caspian seas, near the mountains of Caucasus, and in modern times

forming parts of Georgia and Circassia. The Phenicians in early

ages settled in Iberia, and gave it, according to the learned Vil-

laneuva, the name Spania, from Span, which signified in their

language, a rabbit, as the country abounded in rabbits ; by the

Romans it was called Hispania, and by the Spaniards Espana,

anglicised Spain. About twelve centuries or more befor the Chris-

tian era, a colony of the Gauls crossed the Pyrenees, and settled

in the northern parts of Spain, and becoming intermixed with the

Iberians, were called by Roman writers Celto-Iberi, as a mixture

of Celts or Gauls and Iberians. The Celtiberians were the most

valiant people of Spain, and for centuries maintained the indepen-

dence of their country against the Carthaginians and Romans.

The Cantabrians.—The Scythians in very remote times, accor-

ding to Strabo, and other ancient geographers, also sent colonies

to Spain, and it appears that the Iberians or first inhabitants of

Spain, above-mentioned, were Celto-Scythians. Silius Italicus, a

Roman poet in the first century, states that the Massagetfe and

SarmatEe, who were Scythians, settled in Spain. The Cantabri,

a people in the north of Spain, and some of its earliest inhabitants,

were a colony of the Massagetse, who were Scythians of Asia, near

the Caspian sea ; and these Cantabrians, in modern times called

Biscayans, were a very warlike race, and long resisted the Roman
arms ;" they are o:'ten mentioned in the Odes of Horace as " the
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nell, died in December, of a fit of sickness, in the

house of the friars, at Donegal, and was honourably

interred in the monastery.

warlike Cantabrian"—" untaught to bear the Roman yoke"

—

" and subdued after long contests"—" bellicosus Cantaber"

—

" Cantabrum indoctum juga ferre nostra" and " Cantaber sera

domitus catena." The Bnscones or Vascones of Roman writers,

a people bordering on the Cantabrians, and now called Snscjues,

were some of the Iberians or first inhabitants of Spain, and from
tliem were descended the Vascons or Gascons of France. In tlje

article Basque in the Penny Cyclopedia, it is stated, that accord-
ing to the Basque historians, these Bascons or Biscayans sent

colonies to Ireland in very remote ages, and it is considered l)y

Dr. O'Conor and others, that the Clanna Baolsgne, or famous
Fenian warriors commanded by the hero Fionn Mac Cumhaill, in

the third century, and so much celebrated by the Irish bards,

were some of the Bascons of Spain. The Concani, a tribe of the
Cantabrians of Spain, are considered by Dr. O'Conor, Camden,
and others, to iiave sent a colony to Ireland, and to Iiave been the
people mentioned on Ptolemy's Map of Ireland as Concani or

Gnngani, and placed in the territories now forming the counties

of Clare and Galway. The Lucent are also mentioned on Ptolemy's
Map as inhabiting the territories wliich now form those parts of
Kerry and Limerick bordering on the Shannon, and are considered
by various geographers to have been a colony of the Lucent, an
ancient people of northern Spain, bordering on the Cantabrians.
Besides the colonies of Bascomans, Concanians, and Lucenians,
who came to Ireland from Spain in remote times, it is considered
that there were many other Spanish settlers in the south and west
of Ireland, as the Spaniards traded extensively to Ireland, and
the Irish to Spain in early times, and this mutual intercourse was
more particularly carried on between the Spaniards and the people
of Kerry, Limerick, Clare, and Galway ; hence there is a great
mixture of the Spanish race in the inhabitants of west Munster
and south Coimaught.

The Bru/rintes.—The learned Baxter, in his Glossary of British

Antiquities, and many others, are of opinion, that the Brigantes
were the same as the Briges or Phrycjes of Strabo, and other an-
cient geographers, and originally possessed the country called

Phrygia in Asia Minor, near the Euxine sea. These Phrygians,
more than a thousand years before the Christian era, like the
Iberians of Asia, a neighbouring nation, sent a colony through
Thrace to Spain, which settled near the Celtiberians, and their

chief city was called by Ptolemy, and other Greek geographers,

Brugantia and Phlaouin Brigantion, and by the Romans Flavia
Brigantium, and by Orosius and Ortelius, Brigantia and Bri-
gantiuni, which is now the city of Corunna in Galicia, in the
north of Spain. The Brigantes of Spain are supposed by others to

liave been Phenicians, but they might have become mixed with the
Phenieians, and there was a celebrated Pharos or Watch-tower
built, it is said, by the Phenicians at Brigantia, or according to

Orosius, this tower was erected by the Tyrian Hercules ; it was
called by the Irish writers Tur-Breognin, or the Tower of Breo-
gain, and said to have been built by the famous warrior named
Breogain, who was king of north Spain, one of the ancestors of t!ie

Milesians ; and from this tower the Milesians set sail for Erin.

The descendants of this Breogain were called by the Irish writers

Clanna Breogain, a term latinised Brigantes, therefore there is a
remarkable coincidence between the Irish writers and ancient geo-
graphers, as to the origin of the Brigantes, the Irish making them
a colony from Scythia, near the Euxine sea, who settled in Spain
in very remote times, and various geographers considering them to
have been Phrygians, who wereCeUo-Scythians from Asia Minor,
also near the Euxine sea. TheClanna Breogain came to Ireland with
the Milesians, of whom they were a branch, and were powerful
and numerous tribes ; they make a remarkable figure in Irish his-
tory, and are often mentioned by various writers imder the name
of Ithians, as the posterity of Ith, son of Breogain, and Lugadtnns
or descendants of Lughaidh, the son of Ith ; they were chiefly
located in Munster and Leinster, and accounts of them have been
already given m the notes on Thomond, Desmond, and Leinster.

Tuathal O'Clery, i. e. the O'Clery, the son of

Teige Cam, a man learned in history and poetry,

and who kept a house of general hospitality for

On Ptolemy's Map of ancient Ireland in the second century, the
Brigantes are placed on the territories in Leinster and Munster,
which now form the counties of Kilkenny, Carlow, Wexford,
Waterford, and Tipperary, and the city of Waterford was, it is

said, in ancient times their capital, and called Brigantia. Cam-
den and Richard of Cirencester consider the Irish Brigantes to
have been some of the Brigantes of Britain who fled for refuge to

Ireland in the first century, on the conquest of Britain by the
Romans, but though some of the British Brigantes may have come
to Ireland at that period, their arrival in Ireland was a thousand
years before that time, according to our ancient annalists, who also

state that the Brigantes of Britain were some of the Clanna Breo-
gain who had been expelled from Ireland by the Milesians, many
centuries before the Christian era. As to the origin of the Bri-

gantes of Britain, they are considered by Dr. O'Conor, and by the
learned Spaniard Florian del Campo, quoted in the Ogygia Vin-
dicata, to have been originally some of the Brigantes of Spain,
who first came to Ireland in very remote times, and some of whom
emigrated from thence to Britain ; and Dr. O'Conor (Rerum Hib.
Scrip. V. I.), states that the Brigantes of Britain are mentioned by
Seneca and other Roman writers, under the name of Scoto-Bri-
gtintes, as being considered of Scotic or Irish origin, and they were
also designated byi the epithet Cemleos, from their bodies being

painted ofa blue colour. The Brigantes of Britain formed apowerful
people in the northern parts of England, and possessed the terri-

tories now forming the counties of Lancaster, York, Cumberland,
Westmoreland, and Durham, and were celebrated for their valour

and long resistance to the Roman legions. The Brigantes of Spain,

Ireland, and Britain, were Celts or Celto-Scythians, and spoke a
dialect of the Celtic language.

The Cimbrians and Britons.—The Cimmerii of the Roman
writers, called by the Greeks Kimmeroi, were an ancient people
who inhabited the territories near the Euxine sea, on the borders

of Europe and Asia, about the Cimmerian Bosphorus, called the

Palus Meotis, now the sea of Asof. These Cimmerians, accor-

ding to Pinkerton, Michelet and others, were Celts, and having
been expelled from their country by the Scythians of Asia, more
than a thousand years before the Christian era, settled in northern

Germany, and the country called the Chersonesus Cimbrica, now
Jutland in Denmark. The term Cimbri, according to Plutarch,

signified robbers, or, according to Mallett, the word Cimbri means
warriors or giants, and Cimber in the Gothic and German language

signified a robber. According to some writers, the Cimbri were a
Gothic or Teutonic race, but Pinkerton and others consider they

were originally Celts, and descended from the Cimmerians above-
mentioned, but becoming mixed with theTeutonic tribes ofGermany,
were afterwards a mixed race of Celts and Germans, or Celto-

Scythians, and their language was a compound of the Celtic and
Teutonic. The Cimbri or Cymri, are mentioned by Tacitus, and
other Roman writers, as a very valiant people, of great strength

and stature, and were celebrated in their wars with the Romans.
About a century before the Christian era, the Cimbri, in conjunc-

tion with the Teutones of northern Germany, and the Ambrones of

Gaul, who were all very warlike nations, invaded the Roman
provinces in Gaul and Italy with immense forces, and defeated the

Romans in some great battles, but were at length vanquished by
the Roman legions under Marius, with such prodigious slaughter,

that the country about Aix in Provence, was fattened with their

blood, and the inhabitants, according to Michelet, used for many
years no fences or props for their vines, but those made of the

bones of the slain. In very remote ages, probably more than a
thousand years before the Christian era, according to the Welsh
Triads, in the Celtic Researches of Davies, and other ancient

records, the Cymry, who were said to have been the first inhabi-

tants of Britain, are stated to have come from the east, near

Defrobani, now Constantinople, under a chief called Hu Gadaran,

and other colonies of the Cymry are stated to have come from

Gaul under a chief named Prydain, who was the son of Aed



REIGN OF HENRY VIII. 367

rich and poor, died after extreme unction and

repentance, on the tweh\h of November.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh, the son of Hugh Roe,

Mawr, or Hugh tlie Great, which is the same as the Irish Aedh
Mor, or Hugh the Great, and from this Prydain, the country was
called Inish Prydain, or the Island of Prydain, from which came
the name of Britain, but, according to Camden, the name was
derived from Brit, which in the Celtic, and Hibemo-Celtic or

Irish, signifies painted or variegated, as the ancient Britons painted

their bodies, or, according to O'Brien, the name was derived from

Srit, painted, and tan, a territory, hence Britain signified the coun-
try of the painted people. The ancient Britons and Welsh are

therefore considered to have been descended from the Cimbri of

Gaul and Germany, and the Welsh in their own language are

called Cyrnry ; and from the same source Wales has been called

Cambria, and the people Cambrians. The Cymri or ancient Bri-

tons, who were settled in the north of England, were called Citm-
bri, and gave its name to Cumbria or Cumberland; according to

other accounts, the Welsh were descended from the Picts of

north Britain, but the Picts themselves, it is probable, were
originally some of the Cimbrian race. From these accounts it

therefore appears, that the Britons, or first inhabitants of Britain,

were descended from the Cimbri of Germany and Gaul, and were,

as above stated, chiefly of the Celtic race, but mixed with the

Germans or Teutonic race, and spoke some mixed dialects of the

Celtic and Teutonic languages.

The Picts and Caledonians.—The Picts were called by the

Irish writers Cruithnidh, which O'Brien considers to be the same
as Britneigh, or Britons ; but according to others the name was
derived from Cruthen, who founded the kingdom of the Picts in

North Britain, in the first century ; others derive the name from
Cruit, a harp, hence Cruitneach, the Irish for Pict, also signifies

a harper, as they are said to have been celebrated harpers. The
ancient Britons are mentioned by Coesar, and other Roman writers,

to have painted their bodies of a blue colour, with the juice of a
plant called woad, hence the painted Britons were called by the
Romans Picti. The Picts or Cruthneans, according to the Psalter

of Cashel, and other ancient annals, came from Thrace, in the
reign of the Milesian monarch Hereraon, nearly a thousand years
before the Christian era, and landed at Inver Slainge, now the
Bay of Wexford, under two chief commanders named Gud and
Cathluan, but not being permitted to settle in Ireland, they sailed

to Albain, or that part of North Britain, now Scotland, their chiefs

having been kindly supplied with wives of Irish birth. The Cruth-
neans became possessed of North Britain, and founded there the
kingdom of the Picts, which continued there for many centuries,

until they were conquered, in the ninth century, by Kinneth Mae
Alpin, king of the Dalriadic Scots, or Irish colony in North Bri-
tain, and from that time the Scottish kings, of Milesian race, ruled
over Scotland, and from them were descended the sovereigns of the
House of Stuart. A colony of the Cruthneans, or Picts, from North
Britain, settled in Ulster in early times, and are often mentioned
from the first to the ninth century; they resided chiefly in Dalara-
dia and Tir Eogain, or parts of Down, Antrim, and Derry, and be-
came mixed by intermarriages with the old Irish of the Irian race,
and were ruled over by their own princes and chiefs ; and some of
those Picts also settled in Connaught, in the county ofRoscommon.
According to the Irish writers the Picts, in their first progress to
Ireland from Thrace, settled a colony in Gaul, and the tribes called

Pictones and Pictavi, in that country, were descended from them,
and they gave name to Pictavia, or the city of Poictiers, and the
province of Poitou ; and from these Picts were descended the Ven-
deans of France. The venerable Bede states that the Picts came
to Ireland from Scythia, or borders of Europe and Asia, and after-

wards passed into North Britain. Pinkerton considers that the
Picts were Germans or Scandinavians, of Gothic or Scythian origin,

but it appears the Picts were chiefly Celts, or a mixture of Celts
and Scythians, and spoke a dialect of the Celtic language, lite
Caledonians, or first inhabitants of Scotland, are considered to
have been the same as the Picts, and mixed with Cimbrians or
Britons, and some of the Milesian Scots from Ireland. The country

returned from Rome, after having performed his

pilgrimage. He remained sixteen weeks in Lon-
don, on his way (to Rome), and sixteen more on

was called by the Irish Alba, or Albain, and by the Romans Cale-
donia. There are various opinions as to the origin ofthe name Cale-
donia ; some say it was derived from Catluan, the first commanderof
thePicts, others consider that the inhabitants were called Coill-
daolne from Coill,a. wood , and daoine, people, as they lived chiefly in
the woods, most of the country being covered, in those early ages,
with the great Caledonian forest, and from Coill-daoine the Romans
made the Latin name Caledonia ; others suppose Caledonia to be
derived from Colli, a wood, and duna, fortresses, as the chief ha-
bitations and strongholds of the people were in the forests.

The Belgians were called, in the Gaulish or Celtic language,
Bolg, and Bolgach, and by the Roman writers Bolgce, Belgce, and
Belgii. O'Brien, in his Dictionary, considers the name to be de-
rived from the Celtic Bolg, a quiver for arrows, as they were great
archers; the word iJo/ywcA also signifies corpulent ; hence others
are of opinion that they might have derived their designation
from being stout men of large size; they were celebrated for their
bravery, fought with great valour against the Romans, and were
called by Caesar fortissimi Gallorum, or the most valiant of the
Gauls. The Belgians possessed an extensive territory, called by
the Romans Gallia Belgica, which comprised the northern parts of
Gaul or France, and the country now called Belgium ; they were
divided into many nations or tribes, as the Parisii, Hhemi, Beilovaci,
Atrebates, Nervii, Morini, Menapii, &;c. The Belgians, according
to Appian, were a mixed race of Cimmerians and Germans ; and
others consider they were a mixture of Gauls and Germans, and
partly of the same origin as the Cimbrians, of whom an account
has been already given. The Belgians of Gaul, being intermixed
with the adjoining Germans, partly adopted their language, and
hence some have considered they were a Gothic or Teutonic race,

but they were chiefly Celts, and spoke a dialect of the Celtic lan-
guage, but mi.xed with the German or Teutonic tongue. The Bel-
gians of Gaul, many centuries before the Christian era, sent colo-
nies to Britain, and when Ctesar invaded Britain they were a
powerful people, and possessed the southern parts of England, from
Suffolk to Devonshire ; the following were the chief Belgic tribes

:

the Cantii, in Kent ; theTrinobantes, in Essex and Middlesex ; the
Regini, and Atrebates, in Surrey, Sussex, Hampshire, Berkshire,
Wiltshire and Somerset ; the Durotriges, in Dorsetshire, and the
Damnonii in Devonshire and Cornwall ; the capital city of the
British Belgians was Venta Belgaram, now Winchester. Co-
lonies of Belgians from Gaul also came to Ireland in the early ages,
and under the head Flr-Bolg, an account of them has been given
in the preceding part of these articles.

Origin of the Milesians.—The Milesians are represented by
our old historians to have been origiually a colony of Scythians
who settled in Spain, and this statement coincides with the an-
cient history of Spain, as it has been shewn in the preceding part

of this article, on the Cantabrians, that Scythian colonies, and
Iberians from Asia, settled in Spain in very remote ages ; there-

fore, it appears probable that the jNIilesians were a mixed colony

of the Celtiberians, Cantabrians, Brigantes, and Phenicians of

Spain. The territory said to have been possessed by the Mile-

sians in Spain lay in the north-west of that country, bordering on
Celtiberia, and in modern times forms the province of Gallicia

;

and Brigantia, now Corunna, is said to have been the place from

whence the Milesians set sail for Ireland, as before explained in

the account of the Brigantes. As to the remote period assigned

for the arrival of the Milesians in Ireland, there is nothing impro-

bable in the account, when compared with the cotemporary an-

cient history of other nations ; and it maybe added, that in sir

Isaac Newton's Chronology it is stated, that a colony of Spaniards,

by the name of Scots or Scythians, settled in Ireland in the fourth

age of the world, or about a thousand years before the Christian

era. In Rees' Cyclopedia, in the article on Ireland, it is said,

" It does not appear improbable, much less absurd, to suppose that

the Phenicians might have colonized Ireland at an early period,

and introduced their laws, customs, and knowledge, with a com-
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his return, and he received great honour and

respect from the king of England, namely, king

Henry ; he an-ived safe in Ireland, but was taken

ill of a fever for some time in Meath, and on

paratively bigli state of civilization ; and that these might have
been gradually lost amidst the disturbances of the country, and at

last completely destroyed by the irrujitions of the Ostmen. The
various colonies that peopled Ireland in the early ages, as the Par-
tliolanians, Nemedians, l-'irbolg, Danans, and Milesians, are all

represented by our old historians as having spoken the same lan-

guage, or diiferent dialects of the Celtic, all those colonies being

Celts, or Celto-Scythians, as already explained ; hence their lan-

guage consisted of cognate dialects, of a Celtic or Celto-Scythic

language, from which was formed the Hiberno-Celtic, or Irish

language of after times. The colony of Fomorians, wlio were of

Phenician origin, must have spoken a dialect of the Phenician
language. The religion of all those ancient inhabitants of Ireland

was also tiie same, namely, Druidisni, which was the religious

system of the Gauls, Britons, and other Celtic nations.

The Gaulish Imigunge and manners.—A remarkable similarity

has been pointed out in language and manners between the Gauls
and the ancient Irish. The similarity between the Celtic language
of ancient Gaul, and the Hibemo-Celtic or Irish, has been shewn
by O'Brien, in the preface to his Irish Dictionary ; and by sir Wil-
liam Betham, in his learned work on tiie Gael and Cymbri. A
few specimens may be given of Gaulish words, latinised by CiEsar
and other Roman writers.

—

Ailp in the Celtic, ' according to

O'Brien, signifies a huge heap of earth, hence came the name of
iha Alps ; the AUohrmjes, a nation of Gaul, took their designation

from Am, which in the Gallic, as well as in the Irish language,
signified a rock, and Brocj a habitation, as they inhabited the
rocky country near the Alps, hence their name in the Celtic,

Alllhrogiiigh ; Armorica, a province of ancient Gaul along the
sea, took its name from Air, on, and niur or vtuir the sea, making
the word Ainnulrnch ; Atjuitain, another province of Gaul, in the
Celtic Agachtain, from Agach, valiant, and i«n, a territory, or
from Oiche, water, and tan, as they lived along the sea coast ; the
Aulerci, a people of Gaul, took their name from All, great, and
learg, a plain, as they inhabited the level country about Chartres;
the Carnutes, a people of Gaul, whose capital was Chartres, were
celebrated as having the chief seats of Druidism in their country,
and derived their name from Contor/i, which signified aDrnidical
priest in the Gaulish and Irish languages. The chief magistrate
or judge of the Edui in Gaul, was called by Cfesar, Vergobrctus,
in the Celtic, Fergobreith, derived from Fer, a man, go, of, and
i/'ei/A, judgments, as he was the chief Brehon or judge; and in

the Irish, the word Breltheainh, signifies a Brehon or judge
;

Vergasillaunus is mentioned by Ca;sar as the chief military officer of
the Arverni in Gaul ; and the name in the Celtic was Feargosaig-
lain, pronounced Feargosailean, and derived both in the Gallic and
Irish from Fear, a man, go, with, and Saiglean, a standard, hence
signifying a standard bearer ; Vercingetorix, the celebrated chief

who was chosen generalissimo of the Gauls, was called in their

language, Fearcingotoir, derived from Fear, a man, cinn, of the
head, go, with, and tolr, an expedition, hence signilying the head
man of the expedition ; Dumnorix, who was chief of the Edui in

Gaul, probably derived his name from the Celtic Dunaigh, a host
or army, and rii/A, a king or leader ; Brenn or Brennus was a
name home by several kings and chiefs of the Gauls, and according
to Thierry and others, signified a king or leader ; and the name
bears a great resemblance to the Irish word Brian, which signifies

a valiant chief, derived from Bri, strength or valour, and an, very
great. The Rhine, latinised Khenus and Rhenanus, derived its

name from the Celtic Itigh, a king or chief, and abhain, a river,

pronounced Ree-auin, the king or chief of the rivers ; the Rhone,
in Latin Rhodanus, comes from the Celtic Raid, swift or rapid,
and amhain, a river ; the Garonne, a river in France, latinised
Garuinna, is derived from the Celtic Garbh, rough or rapid, and
ainhuin, a river, pronounced Garv-auin. The Roman writers
mention many places in Gaul, terminating in the word Bun,

recovering his health he returned to his home, and

both laity and clergy were glad and rejoiced at

his return.

A great contention arose between O'Donnell

which they latinise Dunum, as Augustodunum, now Autun

;

Noviodunum, now Nevers ; Lugdunum Celtarum, now Lyons:
and Lugdunum Batavorum, now Leyden ; all these places derived
their names from Bim, which signified a fortress in the Gaulish
and Irish languages. Numerous other names of places and people
in Gaul, and various words could be quoted, shewing the great
affinity, almost amounting to an identity, between the ancient

Gaulish and Irish languages.

There was also a great similarity of manners and customs
between the Gauls and Irish. The Gauls are represented by
Caesar and other Roman writers as a very valiant and warlike
people, fiery, impetuous, impatient of control, restless, proud, prone
to dissensions amongst themselves, fond of splendid dresses and
decorations, wearing gold chains and various ornaments, great

talkers and orators, extremely hospitalde, social, and courteous

to strangers. A remarkable instance of the extraordinary hospi-

tality of the Galatians, a nation of the Gauls as before mentioned,

who settled in Asia Minor, is given by Michelet, in his History of

France, who relates that one of the Galatian tetrarchs issued a
proclamation that for the space of a whole year he would keep
open house for all comers, and not only did he entertain the

crowds that came from neighbouring towns and districts, but he
caused travellers to be seized and detained until they had been
fed at his table. An exactly similar public invitation is recorded

in the Annals of the Four Masters, at A. D. 1361, in which William
O'Kelly, lord of Hy Maine, in Galway, and his son Malachy,
gave a general and abundant entertainment during the Christmas

holidays to all the learned of the colleges of Ireland, bards, brehons,

harpers, kc, to all travellers, and to all classes both rich and poor,

noble and ignoble ; and numerous public entertainments of the

same kind given by various Irish princes and chiefs are recorded in

the course of these Annals.

The Celtie nations.—According to the foregoing accounts, it

appears the following nations were Celts : the Gauls and Belgians

of France, and the Gauls of Northern Italy ; the Galatians or

Gauls of Asia Minor ; the Boii and Pamonians of Germany,
branches of the Gauls ; the C^ltiberians of Spain, a branch of the

Gauls; the Cimmerians of Germany; the Umhrians ; the Eutru-

rians or Etruscans ; the Samnites and Sabines of Italy ; the

Thracians and Pelasgians of Greece; the Britons, the Caledonians,

and the Irish. All these nations were chiefly Celts, but some of

them, as explained under the head of Celto-Scythians, were partly

mixed with the Scythian race. In modern times, the Irish are

the chief nation of the Celts, the only Celtic peojjle who to any
extent have preserved their ancient language, literature, manners,

and customs. There are also some dialects of the Celtic language

still spoken in some other parts of Europe, as the Srse, in the

Highlands and Hebrides of Scotland; the Matiks, in the Isle of

Mann ; the Welsh, in Wales ; the Cornish, in Cornwall ; and the

Armoric, in Bretagne, in France. A great part of the population

of France, Belgium, Germany, Spain, Italy, and Great Britain, is

of the Celtic race, though the Celtic language, the magnificent

mother tongue of the European nations, has become nearly extinct

in all those countries, and the inhabitants being partly composed of

the Scythian or Teutonic race, speak the Gothic or Teutonic, and
various other tongues.

Celtic and Cyclopean Architecture, composed of huge stones

without cement, a;:d of rude massiveness, the oldest monuments in

Europe, many of them erected more than three thousand years, still

exist in various countries ; the most remarkable of which, are the

Cyclopean walls of Tiryns and Mycena;, in Greece, considered to

have been built by the Pelasgians, the first inhabitants of that coun-

try, hence called Pelasgic architecture ; or, according to Clarke,

in his travels, by the Celto-Titans, a gigantic race of men in

Greece. The Cyclopean walls, and ruins of cities and sepulchres

in Etruria or Tuscany, in Italy; the Nuraggi, or Cylopean towers
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and O'Neill, i. e. Art, the son of Hugh ; and

another contest also arose between O'Donnell and

Mac William Burke, i. e. Edmond, the son of

Rickard. O'Donnell engaged fifteen hundred

battle-axe men in Tirconnell, Fermanagh, and the

province of Connaught, and gave them Bonaght

(quarters or billeting), on those places ; he and

Manus then marched with their forces from Derry

into North Connaught, from thence into Galenga

(Gallen, in Mayo), and laid siege to the castle of

Beol-an-Chlair, and the town was taken by him,

in which he left his guards ; they then returned

of Sardinia ; tlie remains of Druidical temples and Croraleacs at

Carnac and Poitiers in France ; the Druidical temple of Stone-

Henge on Salisbury Plain, and at Avebury, in Wiltshire, and other

parts of England ; and on the Island of Anglesea, in Wales ; and
remains of Druidical temples and Cromleacs in various parts of

Scotland ; and lastly in Ireland, numerous remains of Druidical

temples and Cromleacs in almost every county ; and remains of

Cyclopean fortresses at Dun Aengui^, on the Island of Aran, off

the coast of Ctalway; at Aileach, near Lough Swilly in Donegal;
and Staigue Fort, near the Bay of Kenmare, in Kerry ; together

with other Druidical and Cyclopean remains described in these

Annals, in the notes on Tirconnell, South Connaught, Desmond,
Moy Lifl'ey, and Bregia.

The Teutonic race.—The Teutones, a people of Jforthern Ger-
many, of Scythian or Gothic origin, came in the early ages from
Asia, into the countries bordering on Persia and the Caspian sea.

The name Teuton is derived from the Gothic Teut, which signifies

a god ; the Teutons were a very valiant and warlike race of men of

gigantic stature, and, in conjunction with theCimbri and Ambrones
of Germany and Gaul, were celebrated in their invasion of the

Roman empire, and fought many battles with the Roman legions.

Teutobochus, king of the Teutons, was a renowned warrior, a man
of gigantic stature and prodigious strength, and of such activity,

that he could leap over six horses abreast ; he is considered to

have been ten or twelve feet in height, for when taken prisoner

and carried to Home to grace the triumph of his conqueror, Marius,
according to the Roman historian Florus, while he walked beside
the triumphal car of Marius, his head reached above the towering
trophies, to the great amazement of the Romans. The term
Teutons has been applied to various nations of Scythian origin

speaking cognate dialects of one great language, the Gothic or

Teutonic, which is said to resemble the Persian and Sanscrit. The
nations of Teutonic origin were the Goths and Vandals, who over-
threw the Roman empire, and conquered parts of France, Spain,
Italy, and Africa; the Franks and Burgundians, who conquered
France; the Longobards, who conquered Northern Italy or Lom-
bardy ; the Suevi, Alemanni, and other powerful nations ofancient
Germany; the Saxons of Germany, and Anglo-Saxons, who con-
quered England ; and the Scandinavians, or people of Sweden, Nor-
way, and Denmark. In modern times the Teutonic nations are the
Germans, Danes, Swedes, Norwegians, Dutch, Swiss, English or
British, the Anglo-Irish and Anglo-Americans ; and it is estimated
that at the present day there are nearly one hundred millions of
people who speak the Teutonic tongues in Europe, Asia, Africa,

and America.

The Slavonic race.—The Slavonians, sometimes called Sclavo-
nians, were descended from the Slavi or Sclav! of the Roman
writers, a Scythian race, who dwelt in Germany. The name is

derived from the word Slava, which in the Slavonic tongue signi-

fies glory. The Sarmatians, called by the Roman writers Sarma-
tEK and SauromataB, a race of Scythians from Asia, or, according

to others, either Medes or Persians, came to Europe about a

thousand years before the Christian era, and settled in the terri-

tory called from them Sarmatia by the Romans, which comprised

back through Slieve Gamh (the Ox Mountain, in

Sligo), into Tireragh, where they remained for

some time. When Mac William Burke received

intelligence of this, he marched with the whole of

his forces to the castle of Beol-an-Chlair (probably

Claremorris), wherein O'Donnell had left his

guards. As soon as O'Donnell was informed that

Mac AVilliam had laid siege to the town, he, with

all possible haste and expedition, returned back

through the Ox mountains again. Mac \Mlliam,

finding that O'Donnell was marching on him,

fled from before the town, so that O'Donnell did

the country now called Poland, and parts of Russia, Prussia, and

Austria. These Sarmatians, of whom accounts are given by Ta-

citus and other Roman writers, were a very valiant people, and ce-

lebrated in their wars with the Romans ; their chief descendants

in modern times are the Poles, but the Slavonic race comprises

many nations, all of whom speak dialects of one great language

called the Slavonic, as the Poles, the Muscovites or Russians,

most of the Prussians, the Lithuanians, the Bohemians, the Mora-
vians, the Illyrians, the Transylvanians, Dalmatians, Bosnians,

Bulgarians, Servians, many of the Hungarians and Austrians, the

Croatians, Carinthians, &c. The Slavonic language is quite diffe-

rent from the Celtic and Teutonic, and considered to be of Indian

origin, derived from the Sanscrit, with a mixture of Greek, and it

is spoken by about seventy millions of people in Europe and Asia,

in the Russian, Prussian, Austrian, and Turkish empires. Thus
the three great races of Europe are the Celts, Teutons, and Sla-

vons, all very different in language, manners, and customs, and a

remarkable contrast between the Celtic and Teutonic race has been

pointed out by various writers.

The Teutonic race are characterized by various writers as cool,

steady, slow, calculating, systematic, persevering, taciturn, great

reasoners and matter-of-fact people, generally acting with union

and concert, fond of wealth, great money-makers, eminent in arts,

manufactures, mechanics, trade and commerce, proud, domineermg,

distant and rough in manners, not hospitable, selfish, and uncour-

teous to strangers, sturdy, firm, resolute, of cool and determined

bravery, acting in concert and combination with great perseverance

and energy, and accomplishing great conquests, forming monar-

chies and empires, and having hereditary rulers.

The Celtic race, as described by ancient and modem writers,

are sanguhie, quick of temper, fiery, passionate, changeable, fond

of novelty, though closely adhering to old customs, careless of

riches, unless suddenly acquired, improvident, extremely hospita-

ble and courteous to strangers, polite, generous, friendly, very fond

of news, great talkers, laughers, and orators, full of figurative lan-

guage, wit and satire, very partial to poetry and music, fond of

splendid dresses and ornaments, clamorous and boastful, vain, impa-

tient of controul, factious, and prone to dissensions among them-

selves, greedy of glory, enthusiastic, acting from sudden impulse,

fierce and impetuous in valour, and very prone to war, their chief

modes of government by tribes, clans, and petty kings, and their

rulers elective.

On the various nations and ancient people mentioned in this arti-

cle, and the early colonies that peopled Ireland, the following works

have been chiefly consulted, Josephus, Justin, Plutarch, Tacitus,

Ctesar, Bochart, RoUin, Dujjin's Historical Library, Thierry on the

Gauls, Michelet's France, Bishop Cumberland on the Origin of An-
cient Nations, Pinkerton on the Scythians, Newton's and Hales's

Chronologies, the works of Camden, Ware, Usher, Keating, O'Fla-

herty, Dr. and Charles O'Conor, Vallancey's Collectanea, Sir Wil-

liam Betham's Etruria Celtica, and the Gael and Cymbri, Villa-

neuva's Ibernia Phenicea, and Chalmer's Caledonia. The ancient

history of Ulster will be continued la the next number.

3 B
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not overtake him. Mac William then marched

into Tireragh, and he put guards and provisions

into the castle of Eiseir Abhan (castle of Iniscrone,

near the river Moy, in Sligo), having taken it from

the hereditary owners of the town (the O'Dowds),

to whom O'Donnell had given it before that time.

When O'Donnell learned that it was into Tireragh

Mac William had marched, he quickly and

actively followed him back again across the Ox
mountain ; Mac William, having received intelli-

gence of this, put his son and heir, Ulick, the

son of Edmond, son of Rickard, and other guards

along with him, into the castle of Iniscrone, and

he himself, with all possible speed, proceeded to

Ardnaree; a party of O'Donnell's horse having

espied Mac William, they pursued him, and com-

pelled his flying forces to swim across the Moy

;

the pursuers followed him over the Moy, and

took many of his men and horses, and he himself

escaped with difficulty. O'Donnell returned with

his forces, and laid siege to the castle of Iniscrone,

in which was the son of J\Iac William, and after

four days' great exertion, they took the castle ; he

extended hospitality and protection to the guards,

but retained Mac AVilliam's son a prisoner ; he

commanded the castle to be demolished, and it

was rased to the ground, after which he returned

home victoriously and triumphantly. After that

Mac William followed O'Donnell to Donegal,

and made him a full satisfaction, and O'Donnell

permitted his son to go with him home.

O'Donnell, accompanied by the chiefs of North

Connaught and of Fermanagh, and by many
retained followers, marched into Tyrone, to the

residence of O'Neill, i. e. Art, the son of Hugh.

In the first place, they spoiled and burned Tyrone

before them, as far as Dungannon ; they were a

week in the country spoiling it, until O'Neill made

peace with them, and forgave O'Donnell all the

disputes which existed between their ancestors,

viz. : the rents of Kinel Moain, Inisowen, and

the entire of Fermanagh; O'Donnell, after that,

came to Omagh, and in the course of a week

repaired the castle of that place, which had been

on a former occasion demolished by the earl of

Kildare, and O'Donnell left his own guards in it.

Gerald, earl of Kildare, lord justice of Ireland,

marched with his forces through Athlone into

Connaught; he plundered and burned Clan Con-

way, took Roscommon, which he garrisoned, after

which he entered Moylurg (barony of Boyle),

and took the castle of Bally-na-Huamha, after

having destroyed a great portion of the country.

O'Donnell proceeded with a great force of

foot to the Curlew mountains, to confer with and

pay his respects to the earl ; he returned the same

night to his own camp at Brec Slieve (Braulieve

mountain, on the borders of Sligo, Roscommon,

and Leitrim), and a tew of his men were slain on

his return through the pass of Bealach Boy ; after

that, he laid siege to the castle of Sligo, and spoiled

the entire of the territoiy of the tribe of Bryan

Luighneach O'Conor ; but he did not succeed in

taking the castle on that occasion.

Gerald, earl of Kildare, lord justice of Ireland,

marched with a force into Trian Congail (in Down
and Antrim), took the castle of Belfast, demolished

the castle of Mac Eoin (Mac John), of the Glinns

(in Antrim), plundered the Glinns, and a great

portion of the country, and carried with him, as

prisoner, the son of Niall, son of Con (O'Neill).

Donal, the son of Bryan, son of Donal, son of

Henry O'Neill, aided by the tribe of Flaherty Ma-
guire, made an attack on Gillpatrick, the son of

Philip, son of Torlogh Maguire ; they proceeded to

the town ofBunabhann, where they seized on some

prey, but they were, however, defeated, and the

booty taken from them ; many of their people were

slain and drowned, including the son of Manus, son

of Bryan, son of Conor Oge Maguire, between the

town of Bunowan and Inismore; Donal himself,

the son of Bryan, was taken prisoner at Tamhnaidh-

an-Reata, in Fearan-na-Harda of Muintir Luinin,

and nine of his people were drowned at the Carraidh

(the weir) of Muintir Banan, on the same day.

Philip, the son ofTorlogh Maguire, with his sons,

and thesons ofThomas, the son ofManus Mac Gau-
ran, made a hostile incursion into Tullaghaw ; they

plimdered Torlogh, the son of Hugh Mac Gauran,

tauist of the country, and slew himself while pur-

suing them to recover the prey. They proceeded

from thence to the Cranoge of Mac Gauran, which

they took, and also took Mac Gauran himself pri-

soner, although he was sick ; but they afterwards

left him behind, as they could not conveniently

convey him with them. The son of O'Reilly, i. e.

Edmond Roe, the son of Hugh, son of Cathal,

soon after overtook those Fermanagh men, and the
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son of Manus defeated them, and slew Donogh, the

son of Redmond, son of Philip Maguire ; Phihp,

the son of Owen, son of Donal Ballach Maguire;

Hugh, the son of Owen, son of Torlogh Maguire
;

Murrogh Roe, the son of Murrogh, and James,

the son of Magrath Maguire, and many others

;

and he also took many horses from them on that day.

The son of Maguire, i. e. Bryan, the son of Ed-

moud, son of Thomas, died.

Mac Gauran, i. e. Cathal, the son of Hugh, son

of Owen, died, and Thomas, the son of Manus
Mac Gauran, was nominated lord.

Mac Tiarnan, i. e. William of TuUaghonoho,

died.

Failge, the son of Mulmora OReilly, was killed

by the sons of John, son of Owen, son of Donal

Baun, and by James, the son of Torlogh, son of

Owen, at Dromlane.

Teige, the son of Donal O'Brien, died; and

Bryan, the son of Donal, son of Teige, son of Tor-

logh, died about six weeks afterwards.

A.D. 1513.

Maurice O'Fihelly, archbishop of Tuam, a

master of divinity, a man of the highest reputation

for ecclesiastical knowledge in his own time, died,

(see an account of him at p. 181, in these Annals).

The official Mac Congal died.

Rossa, the son of Manus Mac Mahon, lord of

Oriel, and Teige, the son of Malachy O'Kelly,

lord of Hy Maine, died.

O'Donnell encamped before Sligo from the fes-

tival of St. Bridget to Whitsuntide, but he did

not succeed in taking the town during that

period ; a gentleman of O'Donnell's people was

killed on that occasion, namely, NiaU, the son of

Heremon, of the Mac Sweeneys of Fanad.

Cathal Oge, the son of Donal, son of Owen
O'Conor, the most distinguished lord's son for

hospitaUty, feats of arms, wisdom, and prudence of

A.D. 1513.

1. The King of Scotland at that time was James IV., and it

would appear from tlie above passage tliat he had some thouglits

of coming to Ireland, probably on an invasion like that of Edward
Bruce in the year 1315, when invited by the Irish chiefs to become
king of Ireland, of which an account has been given in these

Annals, at the year 1318 ; and it would seem the more probable

that James intended to invade Ireland, as he was then at war with

king Henry VIII., and might be anxious to wrest Ireland from

the English ; but it appears he was dissuaded from coming to

any in North Connaught, was treacherously slain

by his own brother Owen, the son of Donal, near

the town of O'Gillgain ; Owen, however, was over-

taken by the just judgment of God, for he was

hanged by O'Donnell in three days after that mis-

deed.

Owen O'Malley, with the crews of three ships,

sailed into the harbour of Killibegs (in Donegal),

by night, at which time the chiefs of that country

were on an excursion with O'Donnell; they

plundered and burned the town, and took many

prisoners in it, but they were, however, overtaken

by a storm, and being compelled to remain on the

borders of the country, they lighted fires and

torches convenient to their ships. An intrepid

young man of the Mac Sweeneys, namely, Biyan,

accompanied by the sons of Bryan Mac Anaspie

O'Gallagher, with a number of faj-mers and pea-

sants, overtook and courageously attacked them

;

they slew Owen O'Malley, together with five or six

score (100 or 120) of his men, and took two of the

ships from them, and the prisoners they had made,

through the miracles of God, and St. Catherine,

for having violated her town.

O'Donnell, at the invitation of the king of Scot-

land,' who sent him letters and messengers, sailed

for Scotland with some attendants, and having M-
rived there, he received great honours and presents

from the king ; having remained there for three

months with him, he advised the king not to come

to Ireland as he intended, and O'Donnell returned

home after ha\dng encountered great perils at sea.

Mac WiUiam Burke, i. e. Edmond, the son of

Rickard, son of Edmond, son of Thomas, a man

who patronised the religious orders and learned

men, was treacherously killed by his brother's

sons, namely, Theobald Riavach, and Edmond
Ciochrach, the sons of Walter, son of Rickard.

O'NeiU, i. e. Art, the son of Hugh, marched

with a force into Trian Congaill, and burned Moy-

linny (in Antrim), and plundered the Ghnns; the

Ireland by O'Donnell, who was then the most powerful of the

Irish princes. King James was a very valiant prince, and was

married to Margaret, sister of king Henry VIII., but having dis-

sensions with king Henry, he leagued with Louis XII., king of

France, against the English; and in 1513, the same year in which

he was visited by O'Donnell, he invaded England with a powerful

array, and on the ninth of September fought the fatal battle of

Flodden Field, in Northumberland, in which tlie Scots were

defeated, and king James himself, with a vast number of his

nobility, and fifteen thousand of his men, were slain.

3 B 2
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son of Niall, son of Con Mac Quillan, overtook a

party of the forces, and slew Hugh, the son of

O'Neill, on that occasion. On the following day

the force and their pursuers met in an encounter,

in which Mac Quillan, namely, Richard, the son of

Roderick, with a number of the Albanians (Scots),

were slain, after which O'Neill returned home.

The castle of Dunliss (Dunluce, in Antrim) was

taken by O'Donnell from the sons of Gerald Mac
Quillan, and was given to the sons of Walter Mac
Quillan.

Art, the son of Art O'Neill, died on the fith of

August, and was interred at Donegal. Owen Roe
Mac Sweeney was killed by his own brother's sons

and by Donogh, the son of Torlogh O'Boyle.

Teige-na-Leamhna made a treacherous attack

on Cormac Ladhrach, the son of Teige, son of

Donal Oge, after each of them had been nomina-

ted the Mac Carthy, and the house was set on fire

in which Cormac was, and he himself and his con-

stable, having rushed out ofthe house, slew Teige's

constable, and Cormac and his people happily and
fortunately made their escape ; Desmond was then

divided into two parts between Cormac and Teige,

imtil the death of Teige.

Mac Mahon (of Clare), i. e. Teige, the son of

'ftrlogh, son of Teige, son of Donogh Naglaice,

died.

O'Mahony (in the county of Cork), i. e. Conor
Fionn, the son of Conor, son of Dei-mod O'Ma-
hony, died, and that Conor was a man who ex-

celled his ancestors in the government of his

territoiy.

A.D. 1514.

Patrick O'Duibhleachain (O'DuIlaghan), abbot

of Kells, and Hugh, the son of Gillcreest O'Fay,
vicar of Derrybrusk (in Femianagh), died.

O'Neill, i. e. Art, the son of Hugh, son of

Owen, son of Niall Oge, died, and there were veiy

few tanists' or lords' sons of the Tyronians ever

before his time so eminent for intelligence, power,

wisdom, science, valour and government, as he

was ; Art, the son of Con, son of Henry, was ap-

pointed his successor.

Donogh, the son of Conor O'Brien, was mali-

ciously and unkindredly killed by the sons of Tor-
logh, son of Murrogh O'Brien, namely, Murrogh
and Donogh, and he was one of the most eminent

of the men of Ireland for execution of hand, pow-
er and bravery.

Teige-na-Leamhna, the son of Donal, son of

Teige Mac Carthy, died on his bed, which was not

expected, for he was a man who destroyed most,

and on whom most destruction was committed, of

any of his race during the memory of man.

The earl of Kildare (Gerald Fitzgerald), gained

great sway with his forces, for he overran the

province of Ulster, as far as Carrickfergus, and

Munster, as far as the palace of Mac Carthy; the

same earl marched to Leim-ui-Bhanain (the castle

ofLemanaghan in the barony of GaiTycastle. King's

county, which belonged to the O'Carrols, see A. D.

1516), but did not succeed in either destroying or

taking the castle, a circumstance which seldom

occurred to him; he however returned home for the

purpose of procuring a greater force and more
ordnance, but it so happened that he was seized

with sickness, ofwhich he died ; and Gerald the earl

was a knight of renownied bravery, and princely in

rule, words, and judgments.

The earl of Kildare, i. e. Gerald the younger, the

son of Gerald, marched with a force into Brefney,

where he committed great destruction, and slew

O'Reilly, i. e. Hugh, the son of Cathal, Philip his

brother, Philip's son, and Gerald, the son of Ed-

mond, son of Thomas O'Reilly ; but in short four-

teen ofthenobles and chiefs of the O'Reillys, besides

a great number of their people, were slain, and

Mac Cabe, i. e. Maine, the son of Mahon, was also

taken prisoner there.

The castle of Colerain was taken and demolished

by O'Donnell as an eraic (fine) on Donal O'Kane
for having violated his compact.

O'Donnell committed great depredations in

Gailenga (in Mayo), where he burned and plun-

dered the country as far as Croaghan of Gallen,

and slew O'Ruadhain and many others.

A contest arose between O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh,

the son of Hugh Roe, and O'Neill, i. e. Art, the

son of Con, and both parties having engaged a

great number of persons, they remained encamped

for a long time opposed to each other ; but it hap-

pened, however, through the grace of the Holy

Spirit, and by the advice of their chiefs, that they

concluded an amicable peace with each other,

having met on the bridge of Ai'dstraw (in Tyrone),

and became gossips to each other. New charts
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(or deeds), together with the ratification of the

old charts, were given by O'Neill to O'Donnell,

for Kinel Moain, Inisowen, and Fermanagh ; and

O'Donnell voluntarily delivered up his son to

O'Neill, i.e. Niall Oge (commonly called Niall

Conallach), who had been imprisoned with him

for a considerable time, as a pledge of his loyalty.

O'Donnell sailed with a fleet of long ships and

boats on Lough Erne to Enniskillen, where he

took up his abode for a long time, and he preyed

and burned the island of Cuil-na-noirer (an island

on Lough Erne), and made peace with the people

of Fermanagh, after having brought them under

his authority.

The son of the great earl, namely, Henry, the

son of Gerald, was taken prisoner by the young

earl, viz., Gerald Oge.

Hugh, the son of Donal O'Neill, and Con, the

son of Niall, made an attack on John,, the son of

Con, at Cluain Dabhail, burned the town of John,

and sent the prey of the countiy before them.

O'Neill and Mac Donnell, with a large force, over-

took them, took the prey from them, and gave

them a defeat, in which five of the tribe of Art

O'Neill were slain, namely, Torlogh, the son of

Niall, son of Art ; Failge, the son of Niall ; Rode-

rick, the son of Hugh, son of Art ; Donal Ballach,

the son of Art of the Castle ; and Hugh, the son of

Edmond, son of Art O'Neill. Of the party of

Hugh were slain the two sons of Mac AghioiT,

namely. Art Oge and Bryan; also Felim Oge
O'Meallan and Con O'Conor, and thirty horses

were taken from Con on that occasion.

Pierce Mac Anabbadh More Maguire, and Gill-

patrick, the son of Felim Mac Manus, died.

O'Daly of Corcomroe (in Clare), i. e. Teige, the

son of Donogh, son of Teige, son of Carroll, a

professor of poetry, who kept a house of general

hospitaUty, died in his own house at Finagh Beara

(Finvarra, in Clare), and was buried in the monas-

tery of Corcomroe.

A.D. 1515.

Menma (or Menelaus) Mac Cormac, bishop of

Raphoe, died.

Owen (or Eugene), the son of Art, son of John,

son of Art Mac Caghwell, bishop of Clogher, died.

Gillpatrick O'Hultachain (or O'Donlevy), par-

son of Aghavea (in Fermanagh), died.

James, the son of Thomas Roe Mac Anabbaidh
Maguire^ and the son of Redmond, son of the

parson Maguire, were killed by the coarb Maguire,

in the district of Cleenish.

Donal, the son of Hugh Roe O'Donnell, was

killed by Hugh Buighe O'Donnell, in Tuaith

Bladhaigh, on the 25th of November.
Giolla Duv, the son of Torlogh Maguire, died.

Teige, the son of Torlogh Maguire, died from

the effects of being maimed.

Teige O'Higgin and Walter Walsh, two priests,

were drowned near Lisgoole.

Cathal, the son of Fergal, son of Donal Baun
O'Reilly, died.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh
Roe, sailed with a fleet of long ships on Lough
Erne, and overran the lake as far as Port-na-

Cruma, despite of the people of the country.

Many slaughters and conflagrations were commit-

ted by his forces on the islands belonging to the

sons of Edmond Maguire.

O'Neill, i. e. Art, marched with a force into

Oriel, and part of his men having come into col-

lision v\dth the people ofMac Mahon, they slew Art

Balbh, the son of Mac Mahon, a distinguished

military leader, and also Edmond O'Connolly.

A.D. 1516.

William, the son of Donogh O'Ferrall, bishop

of Annaly (Ardagh), died.

The erenach O'Muirgheasa, i. e. Niall, and

O'Dogherty, i. e. Conor Carrach, died.

The son of Maguire, i. e. Bryan, the son of

Conor, son of Thomas Oge, was kiUed by Bryan

Oge Mac Mahon, aided by the sons of Donogh

Maguire.

Mac Donnell of Clan Kelly, i. e. CoUa, was

slain.

A great contention arose between O'Donnell

and O'Neill, and each lord engaged many persons.

Manus O'Donnell committed great depredations

on Henry Balbh O'Neill, and burned the greater

portion of the country from the mountain inwards,

and Bryan O'Neill committed other immense de-

predations in Kinel Moain. O'Donnell afterwards

marched into Tyrone, and burned Kinel Feradh-

aigh, and the entire country as far as the river

called Una, and then returned home safe.
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The castle of Sligo was taken by O'Donnell,

i. e. Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh Roe, after it had

been for a long time out of his possession, and the

manner in which he took it was as follows :—

A

French knight, who had come to perform a pil-

grimage at St. Patrick's Purgatorj', on Lough

Derg, sojourned at the house of O'Donnell on his

journey to and from that place, where he received

much honour, respect, hospitality, and presents,

during which time they formed bonds of friend-

ship with each other. When the knight learned

that the castle of Sligo was defended against

O'Donnell, he promised that he would send a

ship with large guns; and the knight fulfilled

that promise, and the ship arrived at the harbour

of Killibegs (in the bay of Donegal), from which

it directly sailed to Sligo, while O'Donnell with

his forces marched by land, and both parties by

land and sea arrived together at the town. The

town was destroyed by them before they got pos-

session of it (the castle), and O'Donnell gave full

pardon to the garrison. O'Donnell proceeded

from thence into Tirerrill, where he took the

castle of Cul Maoile (Collooney), the castle of

Loch Deargan (Castledargan), and Dun-na-Mona
on the same day ; and having garrisoned some of

them, he took hostages and prisoners from the

others. Mac Donogh of Ballymote, and the son

of Mac Donogh, while coming to O'Donnell's

forces, were slain by Donogh, son of Torlogh

O'Boyle ; and O'Donnell after that returned home
safe with victory and triumph.

The castle of Mac Sweeney of Fanat, i. e. Raith

Maolain (Rathmullen), fell.

O'Donnell marched with his forces on two dif-

ferent occasions into Tyrone, without battle or

opposition being offered him there, and without

any deed of note being performed against him or

by him, but having overrun and spoiled the greater

portion of the country.

A war having arisen between the Geraldines,

James Mac Maurice, heir to the earldom (of

Desmond), laid siege to Lough Gair (Loughguir,

in Limerick) ; the leaders of his forces were Mac
Carthy of Carbeiy (in Cork), i. e. Donal, the son

of Fingin ; Connac Oge, the son of Cormac, son

i of Teige ; Cormac, the son of Donogh Oge Mac
Carthy, lord of Alia ( Duhallow, in Cork) ; the

White Knight, the Knight of Ghn (Fitzgerald, of

Limerick), and the Knight of Kerry (Fitzgerald)
;

Mac Maurice, and O'Conor (of Keriy), and the

supporting tower of the forces, Mac Carthy More,

i. e. Cormac Ladhrach. John, the son of the earl,

went to the Dalcassians (O'Briens and other chiefs

of Thomond), to complain of the difficulties in

which he was placed, because a relationship and

connection existed between them, for More, the

daughter of Donogh, son of Bryan Duv (O'Brien),

was John's wife. O'Brien promised him his

friendship and support, and mustered the forces

of Thomond, and was joined by Pierce, the son of

James Butler, and others ; and they then marched

to meet the forces of the Geraldines. When the

son of the earl beheld the chiefs of the great army

of the O'Briens marching on him, the resolution

he came to was not to encounter them, and they

left the town without incurring any danger, and

they separated after that manner.

Mac Carthy More, i. e. Cormac Ladhrach, the

son of Teige, lord of Desmond, a man who best

acquired his lordship, and who encountered most

opposition until he became undisputed lord, one

who was most bountiful to strangers and the indi-

gent, and who maintained the best laws and regu-

lations of any of the lords of Leath Mogha (the

southern half of Ireland), died.

The castle of the town of O'Carroll, i. e. Leim-

ui-Bhanain, (see A.D. 1514), was taken by the

earl of Kildare, i. e. Gerald, the son of Gerald,

after his father had failed in taking it ; and it is

doubtful if there was in that time a castle better

fortified and defended than that, until it was de-

molished on its guards.

Edmond, the son of Thomas Butler, gave Pierce

Butler, and the son of Mac Pierce, a signal over-

throw, and took from them a great many of their

people and retained soldiers.

Mac Conmidbe, i. e. Bryan Oge, the son of

Bryan Roe, died.

Torlogh, the son of Biyan Uaine O'Gallagher,

the coarb of Can-ick, died.

The son of Bryan Caoch, son of Teige, son of

Owen O'Conor, was treacherously slain by the

son of Teige of the Battle-axe, and by the tribe of

the Cearrbhach.

I

A.D. 1517.

O'Conor Faily, i. e. Bryan, the son of Teige,
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son of the Calvach, died, and Calvach, the son of

Teige, was appointed his successor.

Donogh, the son of Torlogh O'Boyle, the best

gentleman of his means, who made the most war-

fare, and performed the most intrepid exploits of

any of his own tribe, went with the crew of a boat

to Toraigh (Tory Island, in Donegal), and a wind

having driven them westward to sea, no tidings

of them were ever after heard.

John, the son of Con, son of Henry, son of

Owen O'Neill, the most affluent and wealthy lord's

son of Ulster in his time, died.

Philip, the son of Torlogh Maguire, a distin-

guished military leader, died.

Philip, the son of John Buighe Mac Mahon, a

man distinguished for his liberality and protection,

died.

Art, the son of Hugh, son of Donal O'Neill, was

killed by Niall, the son of Con, son of Art O'Neill.

O'Toole, i. e. Art (of Wicklow), was killed by his

kinsmen.

The Giolla Duv, son of Donogh, son of Thomas
Maguire, died.

Thomas, the son of Uhck, son of Ulick Burke,

having carried off a prey from Ormond, was over-

taken by a great force at Port Omna (Portumna,

in Galway, near the Shannon) ; the cavalry and

people of Thomas were driven from the prey by

the pursuers, they captured the prey, and Thomas
himself was slain ; he was the most distinguished

man ofhis age ofthe English of Ireland, in his time,

for remarkable deeds, for by him many plains had

been plundered and laid waste for a long period.

The castle of the lake was taken from the sons

ofCormac Ladhrach (MacCarthy), and themselves

expelled to Mac Maurice, and Mac Maurice com-

mitted great depredations, and he completely plun-

dered Magh O'Gcuinchind (Magonihy, in Kerry),

from the Hills eastward.

The lord justice marched with a force, at the

instigation of the sons of the earl's daughter, into

Tyrone, and demolished the castle of O'Neill, i. e.

of Art, son of Con, namely, Dungannon, on that

occasion.

O' Carroll, i. e. Maolroona, committed great de-

predations in Delvin (in the King's county), and

he took and plundered the castle of Cinncoradh

;

in consequence of this act, a great commotion

arose between O'Carroll and the Delvinians, and

they and O'Melaghlin having invited the earl (of

Kildare), to aid them, they destroyed the castle of

Fothair of Delvin, namely, the wall of the castle.

A.D. 1518.

The monastery of the friars at Armagh was ob-

tained for the friars de observantia (Franciscans).

Hugh, the son of Rossa, son of Thomas Oge
Maguire, a canon of the chapter of Clogher, par-

son of Aghalurcher, and parson of Cleenish, on

Lough Erne, a man distinguished for hospitality

and good humour, and a learned ecclesiastic, died.

Mac Sweeney, of Fanad, i. e. Roderick, the son

of Maolmuire, the supporting rock of every com-

bat in the defence of his lordship and country, a

man who bestowed precious gifts and property on

every one whom he deemed deserving of them, died.

O'Hussey, i. e. Ciothruadh (of Fermanagh), the

son of Aithirne, a truly learned poet, and a man
who kept a house of general hospitality, died.

Felim, the son of Bryan, son of Conor Oge Ma-
guire, died, after having returned from the city of

St. James (of Compostella, in Spain), after his

year's pilgrimage, in the year of grace, and was in-

terred in the monastery of Monaghan.

Con and Hugh, the sons of O'Neill, i. e. Donal,

the son of Henry, son of Owen, and the coarb Ma-
guire, having gone to plunder Bryan, the son of

Con, son of Henry, were overtaken at Domhnach-

an-Eich (Donagheevey, in Tyrone), by Biyan, who
defeated them ; Hugh, the son of Donal, was ta-

ken prisoner, Mac Caghwell, i. e. Donogh, the son

of Edmond, was wounded, and many of the Kinel

Firedaigh were slain; Mac Caghwell afterwards

died of his wounds.

Hugh Balbh, the son of Con, i. e. the O'Neill,

was taken prisoner by Henrj' Balbh O'Neill, and

he exacted fifteen horses for his ransom, for Philip,

the son of Edmond Mfiguire, made an incursion

into Tirkennedy (in Fermanagh), to attack Henry

Balbh O'Neill, and took the island of Clapach (in

Lough Erne), and carried away from Henry hos-

tages, whom he had, namely, Hugh Balbh, the son

of Con O'Neill, and the son of Hugh MacCaffrey,

whom he had (as a hostage) from Philip ; Cathal,

the son of Dvm, son of Edmond Maguire, was

slain on the side of Philip on that expedition.

The same Hugh Balbh, the son of Con, i. e.
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O'Neill, whom we have mentioned, died in the

latter end of harvest.

The son of Mac Manus, i. e. Redmond, the son

of Cathal Oge Mac Manus, a charitable and hu-

mane man, died.

Mac Murrogh, i. e. Art Buighe, (lord of Lein-

ster), the son of Donal Riavach, son of Gerald

Cavenagh, died.

Murrogh, i.e. O'Melaghlin, one ofthe most dis-

tinguished men of Ireland for bravery and military

command, was killed in Moy EUe, by his own bro-

ther Ai-t, for he had slain his brother Felim pre-

viously, so that it was in revenge of him he was

slain by Art ; and Torlogh became his successor.

A. D. 1519.

James, the son of Philip, son of James, son of

Roderick Mac Mahon, bishop of Deny, died.

Edmund Duv O'D^vyer, abbot of Eas Roe,'

died on the 1st day of November, and was buried at

Donegal,- in the habit ofthe Order of St. Francis,

after having resigned a monastic habit for it.

The coarb of CluanConmaicne (abbot of Cloone,

in Leitrim), the chief of hospitality, and the pro-

vider for the chm-ches of Conmaicne, died.

O'Neill, i. e. Art Oge, the son of Con, a dis-

tinguished military leader, a man of humanity

and hospitality, died, and his brother. Con Bacach,

the son of Con, was appointed his successor.

O'Conor Roe, i. e. Owen, son of Felim Fionn,

and Mac William of Clanrickard, i. e. Rickard

Oge, died.

A.D. 1519.

1

.

The Abbey of Easroe or Ashroe, in Irish, Eas Aociha Ruaidli,

signifying the Cataract of Red Hugh, and so called from Aodli

Ruadli or Hugh the Red, one of the ancient kings of Ireland, who
was drowned in the Cataract called the Salmon Leap, at Bally-

shannon, in Donegal, many centuries before the Christian era.

The abbey of Ashroe, according to AUemande, was a daughter of

that of Boyle in Roscommon, and founded for Cistercian monks
in the twelfth century, A.D. 1178, by Roderick O'Cannanan,

prince of Tirconnell, and was amply endowed by the O'Cannanans,
O'Maoldory's, and O'Donnells, who were successive princes of Tir-

connell, and many of those ancient chiefs were buried in that

abbey. The abbey of Ashroe was called by Latin writers J)c

Samario, that is, of the river Samer, which was the ancient name
of the river Erne : the abbey was situated about half a mile north-

east of Ballyshannon, in a glen beside a small but rapid river which
flows onward to the Bay of Donegal. The abbots of Ashroe had
privilege to a great extent over the great salmon fishery of the
Erne, at Ballyshannon, as stated in Archdall's Monasticon ; but
the abbey, with its lands, fisheries, &c., were all seized by the

crown in the reign of Elizabeth ; some ruins of this ancient abbey
still remain, and adjoining it is an old and extensive cemetery.

2. Tlie Monastery of Donegal.—Ihe name Donegal, in Irish

Dun-na-nGuU , signifies the fortress of the foreigners, and is con-

Felim, the son of Manus, son of Bryan, son of

Donal O'Conor, lord of North Connaught, a cha-

ritable, humane man, died.

Teige Roe, the son of Malachy O'Kelly, lord of

the Calladh (in Galway), died.

Donogh Cavenagh, a prosperous and affluent

man, of the chief nobles of Leinster, died.

Maoilin, the son of Torna O'Maolconry, chief

professor of Siol Murray (Roscommon), a man full

of law and learning, a man whom the Geraldines

and English had selected in preference to all the

professors of Ireland, a man who received precious

presents and property from all those who patron-

ised him, died in the monastery of Derg, in Teffia.

Fercertne O'Cuirnin, the professor of Owen
O'Rourke (of Leitrim), and chief of the learned of

his tribe, and Donal Glas O'Cuirnin, died.

Teige, son of Bryan, son ofTomaltach O'Beirne,

tanist ofHy Briuin (in Roscommon), died.

The sons of O'Neill, namely, the sons of Donal,

son of Henry, made an attack on the son of O'Neill,

i. e., Bryan, son of Con, and took large preys on

the northern mountain ; Bryan having received in-

telligence of this, collected all the people he could

to attack them, and he pursued them, and defeated

the sons ofO'Neill, after their people had departed

from them with the prey. The two sons of O'Neill,

i. e. Hugh and Owen, were taken prisoners there,

and the son ofOwen was slain ; Mac Caghwell, i.e.

Cu-uladh, the son ofEdmond ; Thomas, the son of

Edmond ; and Edmond, the son of Gillpatrick

Mac Caghwell, were also slain.

sidered to have been so called from a fortress erected there by the

Danes, as it appears they had some settlements there in the ninth

and tenth centuries ; for, in an Irish poem by the celebrated bard

Flann, the son of Lonan, in the latter end of the ninth century,

of whose works an account has been given in O'Reilly's Irish

\yriters, at A.D. 801, and whose death is recorded by the Four
Masters under the same year, who style him the Virgil of the race

of the Scots, chief of the learned of the Gaels, and the best poet

that was in Ireland in his time, it is related that Eigneachan, the

father of Donal, prince of Tirconnell, gave his three beautiful

daughters in marriage to three Danish lords, named Caithis, Torges,

and Tor, to secure their friendship and protect his territory from
plunder, and the marriages were celebrated at Donegal, where
Eignachan resided. A castle was erected at Donegal by the

O'Donnells, about tiie twelfth century, and down to the seventeenth

century it was the chief residence of the princes of Tirconnell.

According to the Four Masters, the monastery of Donegal was
founded A.D. 1474, hy Hugh Roe O'Donnell, prince of Tirconnell,

and his wife Fiouguala, the daughter of Conor O'Brien, prince of

Thomond, for Franciscan friars. Some ruins of this ancient

monastery still remain ; and it may be remarked that the abbey

of Donegal is particularly celebrated as the place in which the

Annals of the Four Masters were compiled, and hence they are

sometimes designated the Annals of Donegal.
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Rossa and Teige, the sons of Roderick, son of

Bryan Maguire, were taken prisoners by the coarb

Maguire ; he expelled Roderick, and the remainder

of his sons, from the estate, and deprived them of

their predatoiy cattle-troops, whom the coarb kept

in pay for his own use, until O'Donnell requested

of him to restore his predatory troops again to Ro-

derick.

A great contest arose in Delvin between the tribe

of Fergal Mac Coghlan, and the tribe of Donal, in

which James Mac Coghlan prior of Gallen, and

heir presumptive of Delvin Eathra (barony of Gar-

rycastle. King's county), was killed by the shot ofa

ball from the castle of Cluan Damhna (castle of

Clonana, in the parish of Gallen, King's county).

A.D. 1520.

Nicholas, the son of Pierce O'Flanagan, parson

of Devenish, was wTongfuUy removed from his

living by the influence of the laity, and died in

Bohoe.

Magennis, i. e. Donal, the son of Hugh, son of

Art, died, and FeUm the Hospitable, his brother,

was appointed his successor, who also died ; and

Edmond Buighe Magennis was nominated the

Magennis.

Maurice, the son of Thomas, son of Thomas,

eai'l of Desmond, died.

Mac William of Clanrickard,i. e. Ulick, the son

of Ulick, died.

Mac WiUiam Biu-ke, i. e. Meyler, the son of

Theobald, was slain by the sons of Seoinin More,

the son of Mac Seoinin.

The son of Maguire, namely, Philip, the son of

Edmond, made an incursion into lochtar Tire (the

lower part of the county of Cavan, on the borders

of Fermanagh and Monaghan), against the son of

Pliilip O'Reilly, where,havingseizedsomeprey, they

were overtaken by a strong pursuing force of the

tribe of Bryan O'Reilly, and the grand-sons of Ca-

thal O'Reilly, namely, Fergal and Maolmora, and

the sons of Donal of Coin Inis gave a defeat to the

son of Maguire, and the son of Philip, son of Tor-

logh Maguire, in which Philip, the son of Maguire,

with his son Thomas, the two sons of Philip, the

son of Torlogh, namely, Gillpatrick and Edmond;
Torlogh, the son of Flaherty, son of Thomas Oge
Maguire, and many others were slain.

Roderick, the son of Hugh Maguire, was trea-

cherously taken prisoner by Donn Buighe, the son

of Maguire, i. e. the son of Conor, son of Thomas

Oge, and was delivered by him to Gillpatrick Oge,

the son of Gillpatrick, son of Edmond Maguire,

who put him to death.

Carbry, the son of Conor, son of Carbry, son of

Cormac O'Beirne, the counsellor and leading man
of Conmaicne Murray (in Roscommon), died.

Torlogh, the son of Felim Mac Coghlan, lord

of Delvin Eathra (in the King's county), a man
distinguished for wisdom and learning, a man of

prosperity and great riches, who built the castles

of Feadan and of Cinncoradh, died after a well-

spent hfe,

A great plague raged in Machaire Stefanach (in

Fermanagh), of which many persons of note died.

O'Cassidy, i. e. Felim, the son of Teige, chief

physician of the tribe of Philip (Maguire), and

Roderick, the son of Donogh, son of Hugh Ma-

guire, died.

Maurice, the son of Thomas, son of the earl

(of Kildare), the most worthy Enghshman of the

Geraldines, was killed, with many others, by Con,

the son of Malachy O'Moore.

A.D. 1521.

The prior of Devenish, i. e. Redmond, the son

of the parson of Innis Maighe Samh (Innismac-

saint, in Fermanagh), a benevolent, charitable, and

humane ecclesiastic, died.

Mac Mahon (of Monaghan), the son of Glaisne,

son of Redmond, son of Roderick, died, and his

son, young Glaisne, was nominated the Mac

Mahon.

O'Kane, i. e. Thomas, the son of Aivney, who

had been forcibly deprived of his lordship some

time before by Donogh O'Kane, died.

Donogh, the son of Roderick, son of Bryan Ma-

guire, was killed by the sons of Mac Gauran,

namely, Donal Oge, son of Donal Bearnach, and

Anthony, the son of Manus Mac Gauran ; and

there was not a better man of his tribe in his time

than that Donogh.

Grace, the daughter ofThomas O'Heoghain, the

mother of the coarb Maguire, a woman of great

prosperity and riches, equally distinguished for

3 c
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bestowing presents, and her kind hospitality,

died.

Roderick, the son of Eigneachan O'Donnell, was
killed by the English, at Dundalk, while in com-
pany with O'Neill, namely. Con, the son of Con,

Torlogh, the son of Donogh Mac Sweeney, died.

The lordship of Delvin was divided by O'Me-
laghlin, i. e. Torlogh, and by O'Carroll, i. e. Maol-

roona, between Feardorcha, the son of Mac Cogh-
lan, i. e. Fingin Roe, and Cormac.

Sile (Julia), the daughter of Niall Garv O'Don-
nell, died on the 14th of August.

A.D. 1522.

Redmond Roe Maguire, prior of Lisgoole, died.

An exceedingly great war arose between O'Don-
nell and O'Neill ; Mac William of Clanrickard,

the English and Irish of Connaught, the O'Briens,

O'Kennedys, and O'CarroUs, united and leagued

with O'Neill against O'Donnell in that war. The
following were the chiefs from the west who united

their forces on that expedition : Mac WiUiam of

Clanrickard, Ulick, the son of Uliok of the Wine ; a

number of the chiefs of the O'Briens, Donogh and
Teige, the sons of Torlogh, the son of Teige

O'Brien, and the young bishop O'Brien (Tor-

logh O'Brien, bishop of Killaloe) ; O'Carroll, i. e.

Maolroona (of Ely O'Carroll), the son of John
;

the O'Kennedys (of Ormond) ; and not they

alone, but those also of the Conacians who had
been under his (O'Donnell's) tribute and submission

until then, namely, O'Conor Roe ; O'Conor Don
;

Mac William Burke ; Mac Dermott of Moylurg,

and all those amongst them in Connaught, joined

to march against O'Donnell ; and it was at the

festival of Lady Day in Harvest they appointed to

meet O'Neill in Tirhugh. O'Neill, at the same

time, mustered the forces of Kinel Eogain (Ty-

rone and Deny) ; the Clan Aengusa (the Ma-
gennises of the county of Down) ; the Orgiallians

(Mac Mahons of Monaghan and Louth) ; the

O'Reillys (of Cavan) ; the people of Fermanagh
(the Maguires) ; a very large body of the Alba-

nachs (the Scots of Antrim), commanded by the

son of Mac DonneU, i. e. Alexander ; there also

marched thither numerous forces of the English

of Meath, and of the galloglasses of the province

of Leinster, of the Clan Donnells and Clan Shee-

hys (Mac Donnells and Mac Sheehys), on account

of the alliance of the earl of Kildare's daughter,

who was O'Neill's mother. O'Donnell collected

his small, but true and faithful forces, in Tircon-

nell (in Donegal), namely, O'Boyle, O'Dogherty,

the three Mac Sweeneys, and the O'Gallaghers,

along with his son Manus (O'Donnell), and they

proceeded to a dangerous pass, by which they ex-

pected O'Neill would march to attack them, viz.

Port-na-dtri-namhad (or the Port of the Three

Enemies, probably Burt, near Lough Swilly, in

Donegal). When O'Neill received intelligence of

this, the direction he took was through Tyrone,

without being perceived until he arrived at Termon
Dabeog (near Lough Dearg, in Donegal), and

from thence to Ballyshannon. The son of Mac
Sweeney of Tir Boghaine (barony of Banagh, in

Donegal), i. e. Bryan of the Fleet, whom O'Don-
nell had left to guard the castle of Ballyshannon,

defended the town against O'Neill in the best

manner he possibly could ; but, however, the town

was tinally taken by O'Neill, and he slew Mac
Sweenej^, and a great number of his people ; among
the slain were two of O'Donnell's professors,

namely, Dermod, the son of Teige Cam O'Clery,

a man learned in history and genuine poetry, and

who kept a house of general hospitality for the rich

and poor, and the son of Mac Ward, namely Hugh,

the son of Hugh, with many others, which hap-

pened on the 11th of June; Bundroos and Bel-

leek were also taken and burned by O'Neill on

this expedition. On the return of a part of his

forces from Bundroos, they slew Rory, the son of

Geoffrey, son of Hugh Gallga O'Donnell, and the

son ofMac Kelly of Brefney, near Scairb-Einsi-an-

Fhraoich. When O'Donnell received intelligence

of these acts having been committed by O'Neill,

he commanded Manus O'Donnell, with a portion

of his forces, to march into Tyrone, and plunder

and burn the country, and he himself marched

with the remainder of the troops through Barnus

(Baniesmore mountains, in Donegal), in pursuit

of O'Neill, and to protect Tirhugh. As to Manus
he laid waste, by fire and sword, all the adjacent

parts of Tyrone, slew and destroyed many people,

and returned in triumph. When O'Neill 'was

informed that Manus had gone into Tyrone he

returned again across the river Finn, and spoiled

the country before him as far as Ceann Maghair,
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from which place he carried off some prey and re-

turned victoriously to his own country. O'Neill

afterwards encamped at Cnoc Buidbh', at Lough

Monann, which is commonly called Cnoc-an-

Bogha, with the aforesaid forces, except the army

from the west, as we have before stated. O'Don-

nell, afterManus had reached him with great booty,

and found that O'Neill was not at Ballyshannon,

and that he did not succeed in overtaking him after

plundering Ceann Maghair, returned through Bar-

nus again, and had collected all his forces together

at Druim Lighean (Dromlyn, near LifFord, inDone-

gal), which however were few against many, they

then held a council to determine what was best

to be done in the great difficulties they had to

encounter, for they knew they had not sufficient

forces to contend with O'Neill and his army, and

also the Conacian troops which were marching to

their country, should both succeed in joining each

other, so that the resolution they came to was to

attack O'Neill, as he was nearest to them, and

they considered it preferable to perish on the field

rather than be reduced to servitude under any per-

sons living; they then thought it better, as so

1. Cnoc Buidhbh , or the Hill of Budh, where this great battle

was fought, was situated near Strahane, in the county of Tyrone,

and on the borders of Donegal, a few miles from Liflbrd. The

same place is again mentioned in the Annals, at the year lo57,

under the name of Cnoc Buidhb Bheirg, that is, the liill of Budh
Dearg, and appears to have got its name from Budh Dearg, or

Budh the Red, a celebrated chief of the Tuath De Danan, who was

son of Daghda, one of the Danan kmgs ; there was also another

Hill of Budh named from him, situated near Rath Cruachan, in

the county of Roscommon ; and the large lake or expansion of the

Shannon, situated between Roscommon and Leitrim, and called

Lough Boderig, also derived its name from this Budh Dearg, the

Danan chief. In the life of St. Cormac, from the Book of Leacan,

translated into Latin, and published by Colgan in his Acta Sancto-

rum, Sltk Budha, or the Hill of Budh, is mentioned as being situ-

ated in Tyrawley, in Mayo, thus three Hills of Budh are recorded
;

and in the Life of St. Cormac, by Colgan, a curious account is

given of the Hill of Budh in Tyrawley, which was supjiosed to have

been haunted by fairies or demons. As already shown at p. 362,

in the note on the Danans, it appears probable that the worship of

Budh and Fire worship prevailed m Ireland in the early ages ; and

in the same note it has been mentioned that Fergus Bod or Budh,
prince of Bregia, was called Fergus of the Fire ; and in the Book
of Ballymote, folio 108, he is called Fergus teine Bod, that is,

Fergus of the Fire of Budh, which seems to show that he was a

worshipper of the Fire of Budh. Vallancey was of opinion that

Buddhism prevailed in Ireland, having been introduced by the

Tuath De Danan, whom he considered to have been Dedtinites

from the land of Dedan,inChaldea; hence the term Tuath Dedan
would signify the people of Dedan, as the word Tuath, in Irish,

means a tribe or people. The term Bodach, signifying a clown or

churl, is considered to have originated from Budh or Bod, as

Bodach might mean a Buddhist, and was probably applied as a

term of contempt to the worshippers of Budh, after the introduc-

tion of Christianity. According to O'Brien, in his book on the

great an anny was opposed to them, to make a

nocturnal attack on O'Neill's camp. A notice and

communication of these resolutions were conveyed

to O'Neill, so that he went on his guard, and

watched every pass by which they supposed the

Tirconnellians might march on them, while he

himself remained encamped in the rear, ready to

meet any attack. O'Donnell having arranged,

animated and earnestly exhorted his small force,

commanded them to abandon their horses, as they

would not want them in the battle, if determined

to fight in concert, and to conquer ; they adopted

that plan, and proceeded until they came up to the

guards without being perceived, who then began to

alarm their forces of the near approach of their

enemies, whereupon the Tirconnellians rushed for-

ward with all their might and main, lest the guards

should reach O'Neill's camp before them, and it so

happened that they aiTived at the camp together,

and they raised great and loud shouts on their fall-

ing in with each other,andtheirclamour was fiercely

answered by O'Neill's soldiers, who bravely and re-

solutely determined to defend their commander and

their camp; both armies engaged m general confHct

Round Towers, the religious rites of Buddhism, which extensively

prevailed over India and other parts of Asia, were introduced into

Ireland by tlie Danans, who, be maintains, were Iranians, from

the land of Iran or ancient Persia, and that they erected the

Round Towers for the worship of Budh, and for astronomical

observations, as the ancient Persians and Chaldeans particularly

studied the knowledge of the stars. In the works of the Irish

bards, the Danans are often mentioned as fairies, and in the

traditions of the people they are represented to have been

magicians and foretellers of events, and considered to have been

converted intofairies, and still to reside in a state of enchantment

in the hills, and in the raths;or earthen ramparts, commonly called

forts. The belief that the Danans were converted into fairies,

seems to show that they came from the East, as the system of

fairyism was of oriental origin, the fairies being the same as the

peris of the Persians, and the girin or genii of the Arabians, hence

it is probable that the fairy mythology was first introduced into

Ireland by the Danans. The fairies are called by the Irish Siglte

or Sidhe,' vihich signify sprites, spirits, or goblins, and sometunes

Sluagh Sirjhe, or the Host of the Fairies ; and also Sidheog and

Sigheogaidhe, which signify young or diminutive sprites ; the

fairies are frequently called Daoine Maithe, that is the Good

People, and they are mentioned with great awe by the common

people for fear of giving offence to those beings, who have been

always considered to have great power over mortals. Bonn is the

king of the fairies, and Ctiodhna or Cleena, and Meibh or Meva,

were their chief queens ; and from Meibh, came the Scotch and

English name of Mab, the fairy queen : Seiva and Beirdre, are

also often mentioned as fairy queens ; the large hills called Sith

Beng and Sith More, in Leitrim, celebrated by Carolan, the Irish

bard, and Benaghlin mountain, near Swanlingbar, on the borders

of Cavan and Fermanagh, are famous in fairy legends as bead

quarters of those pigmy sprites, troops of whom, mounted on swift

steeds, rapidly traverse the country, headed by Donn their king.

3 c 2



380 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A.D. 1522.

I

and slaughter ; mighty men were subdued, and he-

roes were hacked on either side ; warriors were cut

down, slaughtered, and ignominiously mangled by
active young soldiers in that battle. It is doubtful

if either could distinguish those with whom they

should join in the conflict, for they could not per-

ceive each others' countenances on account of the

darkness of the night, and their close contact min-
gled together. O'Neill and his forces, however,
were finally defeated, and the camp was left in the

possession of O'Donnell. The slaughter committed
against O'Neill in that battle was awful, for there

were reckoned by the people of the churches, in

which great numbers of them were buried, and by
those in the neighbourhood, upwards of nine hun-
dred of O'Neill's army who fell in that engagement,
so that the fame andrenownofthat victory spread all

over Ireland. The most noble leaders who fell in

that battle were the following : DonalOge'MacDon-
nell, with an immense number of the galloglasses

of the Mac Donnells; Torlogh Mac Sheehy, with
a great many of his people ; John Bissett, with the

greater part of the Scots who came along with him
;

Hugh, the son of Owen, son of William Mac Ma-
hon, with many of his people, and Roderick Ma-
guirewith aportionofhisforces; in it also were slain

immense numbers of the people of Leinster, and of
the men of Meath, and no leader of a force or of an
army, small or great, whojoined the combined army
of O'Neill, but mourned for the loss of their people
who fell in that engagement, so that the greatest
slaughter that ever happened between the Con-
nallians and Tyronians was that of the battle of
Knock Buidhbh. The Tirconnallians, after that,

became possessed ofthe horses, arms, and armoiu-,

provision stores, spirituous liquors, and beautiful

and preciousjewels, amongst the slain of the forces

they had defeated; and although O'Donnell's
men were without horses marching to that battle,

they took away with them many horses which
they gained from the warriors vanquished in that

slaughter. Some of O'Donnell's forces went to
their houses with their booty, without his permis-
ion, but he commanded them to return forthwith,
and having collected all his forces together, he
marched with all possible expedition westward
through Barnus More, across the rivers Erne,
Droos, and Duff (Bunduff, borders of Leitrim and
Sligo), through the lower part ofCarbury (in Sligo),

and encamped at Ceathramh-na-Madadh, to the

north of Benghulban (Benbulban mountain).

The Conacian forces, before mentioned, had
marched as far as Sligo, to which they laid siege

;

it was garrisoned by O'Donnell's people, and
they had no interruption in entering Tirconnell

but to take the town. When the two Mac Wil-

hams, the two O'Conors, Mac Dermott, the

O'Briens, O'Carroll, and the O'Kennedys, with

their forces, heard that O'Donnell had encamped
in their neighbourhood, and also of the victory he

had gained over O'Neill, they resolved to send

messengers to O'Donnell, to sue for peace, and to

offer him whatever terms might be determined

on by Manus O'Donnell and O'Carroll, between

O'Donnell and Mac William, respecting all the

compacts and differences they had with each other.

The persons sent on this embassy were Teige, the

son of Torlogh O'Brien, and other chiefs. While
those were engaged jn delivering their commands
to O'Donnell, the chiefs of that army came to a

resolution to retire privately with their forces from

the siege they were carrying on, and they acted on

that resolution, although it was strange and won-

derful that so great an army, and such noble leaders,

with such enmity against their opponent (O'Don-
nell), should i-etire after that manner, until each

party should attempt to satisfy their enmity

against each other. Those forces neither halted

nor waited for the return of their messengers, or

the tidings of peace or war, until they arrived at

the Curlew mountains, where the lords and chiefs

of that army separated. O'Domiell, however, was

not aware that those armies had fled from him
after that manner, for, had he ascertained it, he

would have pursued them with all possible speed,

and punished them. Manus O'Donnell sent at

the same time dispatches by the messengers,

namely, by Teige, the son of Torlogh O'Brien (and

his attendants), and it was at the Curlew moun-
tains he overtook his people. It is doubtful whe-

ther O'Donnell obtained greater fame for victoiy

throughout Ireland, by gaining that battle of

Knock Buidhbh, in which so many had been slain

and so much booty acquired, than he did by this

defeat, although a drop ofblood had not been shed,

or a wound inflicted by either party.

Donal Cleireach, the son of John O'Kane, the

most experienced young artist of his tribe, and
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a man of general hospitality, was slain by the

people of the Routes.

Donal, the son of Donal O'Rourke, a man dis-

tinguished for his nobility and good actions, was

killed by the sons of Felim O'Rourke.

Master Felim O'Corcoran, profoundly learned

in the canon laws, died.

A. D. 1523.

John O'Maonaigh (O'Mooney), who was a par-

son in Geashill (King's county), and a canon of

the chapter of Kildare, the most eminent ecclesi-

astic in South Leinster, in fame and excellence,

died.

O'Kane, i. e. Donogh, the son of John, the most

distinguished of his tribe in his time in the patron-

age of literary men and strangers, died.

O'Moore (lord of Leix), i. e. Cedach, the son

of Lysagh, died.

Mary, the daughter of O'Malley, and wife of

Mac Sweeney of Fanat, the best constable's wife

in her time, died.

O'Malley, i. e. Cormac, the son of Owen, a man
distinguished for generosity and general hospita-

hty, died.

Mac Tiernan, i. e. Fergal, the son of Gillaisa

Oge, son of Gillaisa, son of Bryan, lord ofTullagh-

onoho (in the county of Cavan), a charitable, hu-

mane man, died, and his brother succeeded in

his place.

Bryan (O'Brien), the son of Teige-an-Chomhaid,

son of Torlogh, son of Bryan Cath-an-Aonaigh (of

the battle of Nenagh), died suddenly at Cluan

Ramhflioda (Clonroad, near Ennis, in the county

of Clare), about the festival of St. Patrick.

The son of O'Brien of Thomond, i. e. Teige,

the son of Torlogh, sou of Teige, son of Torlogh,

son of Bryan Cath-an-Aonaigh, was killed by a

shot of a ball at Ath-an-Chamais, on the river Suir,

by the Butlers, viz., by the lord justice. Pierce

Roe Butler ; and that Teige was the greatest ter-

ror to his enemies of any man of his age.

Mac Gilleain, i. e. Loghlin, was kiUed, and Mac
Conway, namely, Malachy, died.

Hugh Buighe, the son of Con, son of Niall, son

of Art O'Neill, was killed by Roderick Carrach,

the son of Cormac, son of Hugh.

Owen, the son of FeUm, son of Donogh, son of

Tiarnan Oge O'Rourke, was drowned in the lake

of Glen Eda (Glennade, in Leitrim).

Rossa, the son of Roderick, son of Bryan, son

of Felim Maguire, died, while imprisoned by the

coarb Maguhe, namely, Cuchonacht.

Hugh, the son of Art O'Toole (of Wicklow), the

most distinguished man of his tribe, in his time,

for hospitality and nobleness, was killed by the

O'Byrnes.

A war arose between O'NeiU, i. e. Con Bacach

andO'Donnell,namely,HughDuv,the son ofHugh
Roe ; O'Donnell remained encamped fOT some

time in the spring in Glen Fine, (in Donegal),

and Manus O'Donnell, having gone to Scotland,

returned safe, after having completed his visit

there. O'Donnell and Manus having then enter-

ed Tyrone, spoiled and burned the entire country,

from Bealach-Coille-na- gCuiritin, as far as Dun-

gannon. The town of Mac Donnell, viz., Cnoc-

an-Cluiche (Aughnacloy, in TjTone), was bm^ned

by O'Donnell, and a splendid garden which was

there was cut down and destroyed by his forces ;

they encamped fora night at Tullahoge, and spoiled

and completely plundered the countiy in every

direction ; and remained encamped for a night near

Cam Siaghail (Carnteel) ; they slaughtered and de-

stroyed much cattle, committed great depredations,

and returned safe, after plundering the country on

that expedition.

O'Donnell marched a second time into Tyrone,

and plundered and spoiled the country, until

O'Neill made peace with him in the latter end of

this year, and no other remarkable circumstance

occurred betweeen them.

O'Donnel, i. e. Hugh Oge, son of Hugh Roe,

after having made peace with O'Neill, and having

collected his forces, both of his own countiy and

those at a distance, marched into Brefney to attack

O'Rourke ; the men of Brefney sent the cattle and

property of the country into the recesses, and in-

accessible fastnesses of the country, to secure

and protect them from O'Donnell ; the sons of

O'Rourke, with all the forces they could collect,

prepared themselves to defend the country, but

O'Donnell, however, overran the country on that

expedition, and burned the dwellings and corn, so

that he left nothing in it worth mentioning un-

burned.

Gerald, earl of Kildare, the English of Meath
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and O'Neill, namely. Con, the son of Con, son of

Henry, son of Owen, marched with an immense

army against O'Conor Faily, Conall O'Moore, and

the Irish ofLeinster in general ; the Irish, however,

agreed to abide by the decision and arbitration

of O'Neill between themselves and the earl ; and

O'Neill, after having made peace between them,

delivered the hostages and prisoners of the

Irish into the hands of the earl, as a security for

all the charges he had against them, and they

accordingly separated in peace.

Fer^achBuighe O'Madden, tanistof Siol Anm-

cha (in Galway), was killed by the forces ofO'Car-

roll, i. e. Mulroona.

A.D. 1524.

The two sons of O'Donnell, namely, Niall Garv,

and Owen, the sons of Hugh Oge, son of Hugh
Roe, confederated together in an insurrection, and

were for a considerable time destroying the coun-

try, until at length they were influenced to oppose

one another. The town of Niall Garv, i. e. the

Cranoge of Lough Beatha, was taken by Owen,

the town being at the time under his power and

protection. Niall, having left the country, returned

after a long lapse of time again to attack the town,

and remained in ambush in its neighbourhood

;

Owen, having received intelligence of this, imme-

diately repaired to the place where Niall was, and*

they fought for a considerable time against each

other, until Owen at length was slain on the spot,

and NiaU, being deeply wounded, died of his

wounds shortly after ; this was a very lamentable

thing, that both of those should have been slain

after that manner.

Dermod, the son of GioUa Duv O'Brien, the

most distinguished man of his own lordship in sup-

plying the wants of those who required his relief,

a man whose hospitality and generosity were most

unremitting, a man who was expected long to en-

joy the dignity and honours of his estate, died after

extreme unction and repentance.

O'Donnell marched with a force into Tyrone,

and after having burned and plundered the coun-

try, returned safe. The lord justice, i. e. Gerald,

the son of Gerald, earl of Kildare, marched with

an army to the relief of his kinsman O'Neill,

namely. Con, the son of Con, in the middle of

harvest exactly, to attack O'Donnell, and chastise

him for his ill-disposed enmity ; and they did not

halt until they arrived at the port of the Three

Enemies (near Lough Swilly, in Donegal), for

they considered they would be sufficiently secured

and protected in that place, being in dread of

O'Donnell, the place being surrounded and strong-

ly fortified with deep earthen ditches, and broad

entrenchments, which had been formerly construc-

ted by Manus O'Donnell. O'Donnell collected

very great forces to defend his territory against

the lord justice and O'Neill ; besides his own
people, the following forces joined O'Donnell,

namely, a large body of the Albanachs (Scots), of

the chiefs of the Clan Donnell (Mac Donnells), of

Scotland, commandedby Mac Donnell himself, i. e.

Alexander, the son of John Cathanach ; by An-

gus, the son ofJohn Cathanach, and by Mac Don-

nell of the galloglasses, with many other chiefs

from Scotland ; these forces did not halt until they

arrived at Drum Lighen (Drumline, in Donegal),

and resolved to fight a battle on the following day.

Manus O'Donnell proposed to attack the lord jus-

tice and O'Neill, that night, but O'Donnell did

not agree to that, from the strong position of the

place, and from his dread of the lord justice's can-

non. Manus, however, without the permission of

O'Donnell, went with a party of galloglasses on

foot to harass and annoy the forces of the lord

justice and O'Neill, and kept up a continued dis-

charge of numerous darts (or arrows), on them,

so as not to allow them to sleep or rest ; and they

slew Calvach, the son of O'Brien, with many
others, and he was a great loss in his own country.

The resolution that the lord justice and O'Neill

came to on the following day was, to communicate

with O'Donnell, requesting a conference to make

peace ; these terms were granted, and the lord

justice concluded a peace between O'Donnell and

O'Neill, and he himself became the security

between them ; a Cairdeas Criost (a Christian

friendship called gossipship, and gossipred), was

also made between the lord justice and O'Donnell,

so that they parted in peace and perfect friendship,

through the miracles of God on that occasion.

When the lord justice and O'Neill were returning,

they found Hugh, the son of Niall, son of Con,

son of Hugh Buighe, son of Bryan Ballach, with

a great force, plundeiing Tyrone ; and when Hugh
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heard of these forces advancing towards him, he

sent the greater portion of his own forces before

him, with the prey and booty of the country, and

he himself remained in the rear, at a great distance,

with a small party of his troops, until the main

body of the other army overtook and attacked

him, and being taken in this dangerous position,

he was slain on the spot on the sixth of October.

It was a melancholy and mournful circumstance,

that so free-born and exalted a chieftain should

die after that manner, for his equal was not among

the Kinel Eogain for a long time, in nobleness,

feats of arms, hospitaUty, valour, prowess, and

defence ; and to record his death, the following

was composed

:

" One thousand five hundred years,

And twenty-four, the statement is correct,

From the birth of the Son of God to the death of Hugh,
Should any inquire to know the fact."

Mac Quillan, i. e. Cormac, and the son of John

Duv Mac Donnell, were wounded and taken pri-

soners, which resultedfrom that death by O'Neill's

people.

Gormley, the daughter of O'Donnell, i.e. of

Hugh Roe, the wife of Hugh, son of Niall, son of

Con O'Neill, the most benevolent and hospitable

woman, and the most bounteous entertainer of the

orders (friars), ecclesiastics, learned men, and

professors, in which good offices she was supported

by her husband, died, after having gained the vic-

tory over the world and the devil.

A great contest arose amongst the O'Kanes (of

Derry), in which Cumaighe, the son of Bryan Finn

O'Kane, and Fear DorchaMacRory, of the Routes

(in Antrim), were slain ; in the same contest

Hugh Carrach, the son of O'Dogherty, and a

number of his people, were slain by Geoifrey

O'Kane, the son of Geoffrey, they having gone to

aid John, the son of Thomas O'Kane.

Cumaighe Ballach, the son of Donal O'Kane,

one of the most distinguished gentlemen of his

means, was slain by some of the people of the

Routes.

Mac Donogh of Tirren-ill died, i. e. Roderick,

the son of Tomaltach, son of Brj'an, after which a

dispute arose among the Mac Donoghs about the

lordship of the country, and Cormac, the son of

Teige, son of Bryan, was nominated the Mac
Donogh.

Mac Sweeney of Tir Boghaine (barony of Ban-
nagh, in Donegal), i. e. Niall More, the son of

Owen, the most renowned constable of his own
noble tribe for action and heroism, for deter-

mination of mind and counsel, for arraying and

attacking, for hospitahty and generosity, for great

troops and active warriors, by whom most dan-

gerous passes were forced, died, after extreme

unction and repentance, in his own castle at

Rathain, on the 14th of December.

O'Conor Kerry, ie. Conor, the son of Conor,

went on a predatory incursion into the territory

of AUa (Duhallow, in Cork), and was overtaken

by Cormac Oge, the son of Cormac, son of Teige

(Mac Carthy), who defeated O'Conor, wounded

him, and took him prisoner; Conor, the son of

Dermod, son of the Giolla Duv O'Brien, and

Dermod, the son of Cormac O'Malley, were slain

in that engagement by Cormac, the son of Teige.

Mac Carthy Riavach, i. e. Donal, the son of

Fingin, son of Dermod, having gone on a preda-

tory expedition into Glenflesg (in Kerry), was

overtaken by the people of the country on his leav-

ing the Glen ; he himself was taken prisoner, and

some of his people were slain.

Mac Rannall, i. e. Cathal Oge, the son of Ca-

thal, was treacherously killed on the lawn of his

own town, by the sons of O'Mulvey.

More, the daughter of O'Brien, i. e. of Torlogh,

the son of Teige, thewife of Donogh, the son ofMa-
hon O'Brien, a woman who kept an open house of

general hospitality, died.

Aibhihn (Eveleen), the daughter of the Knight

of Ghn (Fitzgerald, in Limerick), the wife of

O'Conor Kerry, a worthy, charitable, and humane

woman, died.

Torlogh, the son of Felim Buighe O'Conor, was

killed by Torlogh Roe, the son of Teige Buighe,

son of Cathal Roe.

Roderick, the son of Bryan, son of Philip Ma-
guire, a distinguished military leader, died.

The son of 0'Reilly,i. e. Cathal,the son of Owen,

son of Cathal, was taken prisoner by the sons of

John the son of Cathal O'Reilly; in consequenceof

which the entire of Brefney was wasted between

0'Reilly,andthesonsofJohn O'Reilly. 0'Neill,i.e.

Con,thesonofCon, marchedtwice into Brefneywith

his forces, and destroyed the portion of Brefney

belonging to the sons of John ; and the sons of
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John spoiled the portion of the O'Reilly. The

young prior (O'Reilly, prior of Cavan), the son

of Cathal, son of Fergal, son of John, was killed

by the shot of a ball at the castle of Tullach

Moain (probably Tullyvin, near Cootehill) ; and

he was a distinguished military leader.

The son of Maguire, i. e. Conor, the son of John,

son of Philip, was killed by the tribe of Art O'Neill.

Ross, the son of Roderick, son of Thomas Oge

Maguire, was drowned in the port of Cleenish,

after having carried off a prey from the son of

Maguire, i. e. Gillpatrick, the son of Conor.

Bryan, the son of Gillpatrick, son of Hugh Oge

Mac Mahon ; Ardgal, the son of Hugh Oge, and

Eochy, the son of Hugh Oge, came to the town

of Mac Mahon, i. e. of Glaisne, the son of Red-

mond, son of Glaisne Mac Mahon, to ratify and

confirm their bonds of peace with him, and having

concluded their compact, conditions, and peace

with him, by oaths and many sureties, they de-

parted from the town without fear or terror ; Bry-

an-na-moich-eirghe (of the Early Rising), Mac
Mahon, accompanied by the household of Mac
Mahon, were sent in pursuit of them, by whom
Bryan and Ardgal were slain, through enmity and

deceit, and they were the two best men of their

age of any in their neighbourhood.

John Buighe, the son of Andrew Magrath (of

Fermanagh), a respected and affluent man, of

g^eat riches, died.

O'Breslen, i. e. Owen Oge, the son of Owen,
chief brehon to Maguire, died.

Mac Rithbeartaigh (Mac Rafferty), i. e. Cuchon-

acht, chief poet to Maguire, died.

A.D. 1525.

A monstrous and abominable act was commit-

ted this year, viz., the bishop of Leighlin' was

treacherously killed by Mac Anabaidh Mac Mur-
rogh, while accompanying him in a loving and
friendly manner ; the persons apprehended by the

earl of Kildare, who were guilty of this foul deed,

were ordered by him to be conveyed to the place

A .D. 1525.
1. The bishop of Zeighlin here mentioned -was Maurice Doran,

a Franciscan or Dominican friar, eminent for bis probity of man-
ners and eloquence; and according to Ware, be was murdered on

where they killed the bishop, to be first flayed

alive in an awful manner, and their bowels to be

then taken out and burned before them.

Torlogh, the son of Mahon, son of Torlogh, son

of Bryan Chatha-an-Aonaich (Bryan of the battle

of Nenagh), O'Brien, bishop of Killaloe, died.

The dean, son of Biyan Roe Mac Conway, a

man who kept a house of general hospitality,

died.

The lord justice, the earl of Kildare, namely,

Gerald Oge, the son of Gerald, called a council of

the men of Ireland, in Dublin, to which came the

earls, barons, knights, and other nobles, and the

greater portion of the Irish, and of the English of

Ireland. Thither repaired O'Neill, i. e. Con
Bacach, the son of Con ; and O'Donnell, i. e.

Hugh, the son of Hugh Roe, to ratify their com-
pacts and confirm their league of peace, in presence

of the lord justice ; here they argued and disputed

about all the treaties that ever were between them
till then before their English and Irish friends,

but neither the lord justice nor the other nobles

could settle their disputes, and they returned

home without peace and again renewed the war.

O'Donnell made two incursions into TjTone this

year, and burned and laid waste the country in

every direction through which he passed, without

encountering battle or opposition on his advance

or return on either of those expeditions. A peace,

however, was concluded between them in the

beginning of harvest, and they bound themselves

on each side to abide by tke decision of the lord

justice and Manus O'Donnell.

O'Kane, i. e. John, the son of Thomas, was

killed by a party of his own tribe, namely, the son

of Roderick of the Routes O'Kane, the son of

Geoffrey O'Kane, and others.

Catherine, the daughter of O'Duigenan, died on

the ninth of June, and was honourably interred

in the monastery of Donegal.

Rose, the daughter of Maguire, i. e. John,

died.

Judith, the daughter of Mac Mahon, i. e.

Bryan, died.

tbe high road near Glen Reynold, by his archdeacon Maurice

Cavenagh (or Mac Murrogh), because he had reproved him for his

insolent obstinacy and other crimes, and threatened him with

further correction.
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A. D. 1526.

Glaisne, the son of Hugh Magennis, abbot of

the monks of Newry, and prior of Down and

Saul, was killed by the sons of Donal Magennis,

namely, Donal Oge and his brethren.

O'Reilly, i.e. Owen, died, and a great conten-

tion arose amongst his race after his death about

the lordship, until Fergal, the son of John, was no-

minated the O'Reilly, by the recommendation of

the lord justice, and of many of the nobles of the

English and Irish, although there were some of his

competitors older than himself.

The son of O'Rourke, i. e. Teige, son of Owen,

was treacherously killed by his own brethren.

O'Neill, i. e. Con, and Manus O'Donnell, went

before the lord justice to make peace between

the Connallians ( O'Donnells), and Eugenians

(O'Neills), and many of the English and Irish

nobles attended to restore peace between them

;

however, they could not succeed in establishing

peace or friendship between them, and they re-

turned without being reconciled on that occasion.

After Manus returned from Dublin, he and

O'Donnell marched with theu* forces, in the be-

ginning of Spring, into Tyrone ; they committed

great depredations, and took immense plunder in

the country, and spent their Shrovetide on those

preys at Coill-na-lon (the Wood of the Blackbirds),

in Siol Baoighill (O'Boyle's country, in Donegal),

and they afterwards returned safely to their

homes, with great booty.

An insurrection broke out in North Connaught,

in which the-greater portion of the inhabitants

united against O'Donnell. The persons who thus

combined were Bryan, the son of Felim O' Conor,

Teige the son of Cathal Oge O' Conor, and the

tribe of Cormac JMac Donogh, namely, Owen and

Murtogh, with their sons and followers ; this party

committed depredations in the lower part of Car-

bury (in Sligo), on the tribe of Felim, son of

Owen O'Conor, and they carried the booty away

into Moylurg, where the inhabitants were fi-iendly

to them, on account of opposing O'Donnell. When
O'Donnell received inteUigence of those depre-

dations having been committed, he mustered his

forces, consisting of some of the chiefs of Tir-

connell, and Maguire, i. e. Cuchonacht, with some
of the forces of Fermanagh, with which he first

marched into Carbury, where he at once de-

molished the castle of Grange, which was the town

of the tribe of Bi-yan O'Conor. These forces after-

wards marched into Moylurg, and spoiled and

burned the country, and the people of Bryan

O'Conor having escaped on that occasion, he

(O'Donnell) returned home. \Vhen the O'Conors

heard that O'Donnell had returned to Tirconnell,

they, and the Mac Donoghs before mentioned,

with all their forces, marched to Sligo, and com-

menced cutting the crops and corn ; and they

were endeavouring to take th'e town until a man
of note of their party was slain, namely, Roderick

Ballach, the son of O'Hart ; they retired from the

town that day, but again assembled to attack it

;

when O'Donnell received intelligence of that, he

proceeded with all expedition and activity, with-

out stoppage or delay, to relieve Sligo ; but, how-

ever, they did not wait his arrival, for the O'Conors

andMac Donoghs rethed to Beladroichid ; O'Don-
nell, with his forces, pursued them with all pos-

sible speed, and overtook and quickly defeated the

O'Conors and Mac Donoghs, in which encounter

Mac Donogh's son, Malachy, the son of Owen
Mac Donogh, with many others, were slain.

Pryan, the sou of Felim, son of Manus O'Conor,

was tlirown from his horse, and it was by the

denseness and intricacy of the wood about Belin-

droichid he was enabled to make his escape from

them, and some say that he did not perfectly re-

cover from the effects of that defeat until he died.

Tiie Conacian forces left great booty behind

them, in horses, arms, and accoutrements, with

the Tirconnallians on that occasion ; and since

the time Hugh Roe, the son of NiaU Garv (ODon-
neU), gained the battle of Ceadaigh Droighnigh

over the Conacians, in which a great number of

them were slain, the Tirconnallians did not gain

so great a victory over the Conacians, or obtain

so much booty, as they did in that defeat of Bel-

adroichid.

O'Neill having proceeded to prevent the build-

ing of a castle which was commenced by Manus
O'Donnell, at Port-na-dtri-Namhad (in Donegal),

Manus met the advanced guard of the force, and

took Henry, the son of John O'Neill, prisoner;

and O'Neill himself fled in the manner of a defeat.

O'Kane, i. e. GeoflVey, the son of Geoffrey, was

killed at Beailach-an-Chamain, by the son of

O'Neill, i. e. Niall Oge, and NiaU himself was

3 D
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taken prisoner in three days after by O'Neill, and

was imprisoned for a long time.

The son of O'Kane, i.e. Geoffrey, heir to the

lordship of his own country (in Derry), went

on a predatory incursion into Glenconcadhan,

in the month of .January, where he perished by

the severity of the winter's cold ; and no tidings

were received of him until his body was found in

the end of the following Lent; Henry, the son of

Niall, son of Bryan, lord of Baile-na-Braghat, was

killed on the same expedition, and many others of

their party were either slain or perished of the cold.

The son of Mac Pierce gave a defeat to the sons

of Edmond, son of Thomas Butler, in which was

slain Conor Oge, the son of Conor Caoch Mac
Donnell, a constable of galloglasses, whose feats of

arms hitherto, on many occasions, were famous,

and particularly on that day, for his great bravery

and execution of hand would not suffer him to ac-

cept of quarter, which was offered him ; a great

many commanders, and of the cavalry, and of gal-

loglasses, were slain along with him.

O'Dogherty, i. e.Eachmarcach, lordof Inisowen,

died, and a great contention arose amongst his own
race about the lordship, until Gerald, son of Donal,

son of Felim O'Dogherty, was appointed the lord.

O'Donnell marched with a force into Tyrawley,

at the instigation of the tribe of Rickard Burke.

The chiefs of Tirconnell joined that army, and also

Maguire, i. e. Cuchonact, with the forces of Fer-

managh ; these chiefs proceeded immediately to

Sligo, and O'Donnell's forces conveyed much com
belonging to the tribe of Biyan O'Connor, at Cuil

lorra, to Shgo, and what they did not carry with

them they completely destroyed. O'Donnell then

marched with his forces into Tyrawley, and took

the castles of Caorthanan and of Crossmolina, in

which castles he got many prisoners, and much
booty ; he pulled down and completely demolish-

ed those castles, so as to render them uninhabi-

table, after which he made amicable peace and

unanimity between the tribe of Rickard Burke and

the Barretts, so that he left them on friendly terms

with each other. O'Donnell, on his return, en-

camped at Colooney, the inhabitants of which

being, at the time, in opposition and insubordi-

nation to him, he spoiled and burned all the corn

belonging to the tribe of Cormac Mac Donogh,

after which spoiling and destruction they gave

O'Donnell his own terms of peace, and also gave

him hostages as security for the fulfilment of every

thing they promised ; the tribe of Bryan O'Conor

acted after the same manner, paid O'Donnell his

tribute, and made peace on his own terms, after he

had demolished the castle of Grange, and destroyed

all their crops and corn ; the inhabitants then

brought back their cattle to the country, and

O'Donnell returned home safe with his forces, in

victory and triumph, after that expedition, and it

was a short time before November that force was

mustered by O'Donnell.

Breasal O'Madden, lord of Siol Anmcha (in

Galway), a man distinguished for his mildness,

humanity, valour, and just judgments, died.

A. D. 1527

Laurence, abbot of Lisgoole, died.

Maguire, i. e. Conor, died, and the coarb, name-

ly, Cuchonacht, the son of Cuchonacht, the son of

Bryan, was nominated the Maguire, as his succes-

sor, by O'Donnell.

Torlogh, the son of Eigneachan O'Donnell, and

Felim, the son of Geoffrey, son of John Lurg
O'Donnell, died.

Mac Donogh of Tirerrill, i, e. Cormac, the son

of Teige, son of Bryan, died, and a contest arose

amongst the Mac Donoghs about the lordship,

until Owen, the son of Donogh, son of Murrogh,

was appointed the Mac Donogh.

Biyan, the son of Felim, son of Manus O'Con-

or, and Donal, the son of FeUm, son of Torlogh

Carragh O'Conor, died.

Flaherty, the son of Roderick, son of Brj'an

Maguire, was killed by the people of Tullaghaw,

namely, byAnthony, the son ofManusMac Gauran.

Aulave Oge Duv Mac Auley, the chief of Caliy

(in Westmeath), was slain by the Clan Coleman

;

but previous to his death he had his revenge, for he

slew at the same place Fiochaidh Mac Geoghegan.

O'Clery, i. e. GioUa Riavach, the son of Teige

Cam, a man distinguished in the arts, in history,

in poetry, and in literature, a man respected, rich

and affluent, and of great power, died in the Fran-

ciscan habit (at the monastery of Donegal), on the

8th day of March.

The doctor O'Dunslevey, (O'Dunleavey of Do-

negal), i. e. Donogh, the son of Owen, a Doctor of

Medicine, and learned in the other arts, a man of
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great affluence and wealth, and who kept an open

house of general hospitality, died on the 30th of

September.

The son of Manus Maguire, i. e. Thomas Oge,

the son of Cathal Oge, son ofCathal Oge, Biatach

of Seanaigh, (keeper of a house of general hospi-

tality at Seanaigh, in Fermanagh), official of Lough

Erne, (vicar general of Clogher), a man learned

and experienced in the arts, a man full offame and

excellence, in all the neighbouring districts, died.

Roderick, the son of Murrogh Mac Sweeney,

was killed by his own kinsmen.

William, the son of Andrew Magrath, a man of

inches and affluence, died.

Caitilin (Katbeleen), the daughter of Con, son

of Donal O'Neill, a pious and very hospitable

woman, who was the wife of worthy men, namely,

first of O'Reilly, and afterwards ofO'Rourke, died

after extreme unction and repentance.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh, the son of Hugh Roe,

marched with a force into Connaught, and the fol-

lowing were those who joined his forces, namely,

O'Boyle, O'Dogherty, the three Mac Sweeneys,

Maguire, namely, Cuchonacht, with the military of

Fermanagh, and the chiefs of North Connaught,

with their troops ; and they did not halt untU

they reached Moylurg (in Roscommon), and they

laid waste the entire country, both corn and dwel-

lings ; they afterwards marched to take the great

castle of Mac Costello (in the barony of Costello,

in Mayo), which was a strong and impregnable

fortress, for that castle was well supplied with all

sorts ofdefensive military instrumentsthatwere then

used in Ireland, against attacking enemies, such

as provisions, ordnance, and every description of

weapons. Those chiefs, however, laid siege to the

castle, and surrounded the whole place with their

forces, so that they permitted no one to pass to or

from it until it was at length taken. On the same

expedition they took the castle of Mendoda (Ban-

ada, in Sligo), the castle of the port of Bally-na-

Huamha, and Castlerea (both in Roscommon), and

they demolished all those castles after taking them
;

Hugh Buighe, the son of Dubhaltach (Dudley),

O'Gallagher, was slain in that army on O'Don-

nell's side, before Bealach Buidhe.

The castle of Leithbhir (Lifford, in Donegal),

v^as completed in its stone, wood, and board works,

by Manus O'Donnell, while O'Neill carried on

war against him ; the time Manus commenced this

work was on the Wednesday after the festival of St.

Brendan, in summer, and it was completed in a

part of the same summer.

A.D. 1528.

O'Rourke, i. e. Owen, the son of Tiarnan, son of

Teige, son of Tiarnan More, lord of Brefney, the

defending pillar ofhospitalityjfeats of arms,and no-

bility, ofthe race of Hugh Finn, died in the habit of

St. Francis, after extreme unction and repentance.

O'Brien, i. e. Torlogh, the soa of Teige, for a

long time the most eminent of t'le Irish of Leath

Mogha (Southern Ireland), in nobiliiy and hospi-

tality, a worthy representative of Bryan Boroimhe,

in canying on war against the English, died after

extreme unction and repentance, and his son Co-

nor was appointed his successor.

Fionnguala, the daughter of O'Brien, i. e. of

Conor-na-Srona, the son of Torlogh, son of Bryan

of the Battle of Nenagh, the wife of 0"Donnell, i. e.

of Hugh Roe, who was the most distinguished

woman in her time for good name and excellence,

as regarded body and soul, after having spent her

life and means in acts of charity and humanity,

and after having been twenty-two years in the

Franciscan habit, died on the first day of Lent,

being the 15th of February, and was buried in the

monastery of Donegal, which had been founded

during her own life-time.

Con, the son of O'Neill, son of Art O'Neill, an

experienced militaiy leader, was slain on the 15th

of April, by the son of Art Oge O'Neill, i. e. the

O'Neill, and by a party of the people of Hugh
Maguire ; and the two sons of O'Neill, i. e. of

Art Oge, namely, Henry and Cormac, who were

in imprisonment with O'Neill, i. e. Con, the son

of Con, for a long time before that, were delivered

by O'Neill to the sons of Con, son of Niall, who

hanged the two in revenge of their father.

Mac Dermott of Moylurg, i. e. Cormac, the son

of Roderick, the most distinguished man for hos-

pitality and generosity, the high-tempered steel of

Connaught in war and conflict, the defender of

his territory against invading tribes, died after ex-

treme unction and repentance, and was succeeded

by his brother Dermod.

Mac Carthy Riavach, i. e. Donal, died.

The castle of Colooney was taken from Mac

3 D 2
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Donogh by his own brother, Murtogh, the son of

Donogh, son of Murrogh ; and Mac Donogh him-

self, and his son Murrogh, were shortly after

taken prisoners by O'Dowd, and by the same Mur-
togh ; and another son of Mac Donogh, namely,

Donogh, was slain by them at the same time.

O'Donnell, accompanied by a large body of the

Scots, commanded by Alexander (Mac Donnell),

the son of John Cathanach, marched with his

forces into Moylurg ; they cut through the pass

called Bealach Buidhe (in Roscommon), and after

III. The Kingdom of Ulster.—The ancient history of Ulster

is continued in this article from page 309, and in tlie former
part an account has been given of the first colonies that peopled
Ireland, and of the Celts, Scythians, and other ancient nations,

and of the Slavonic, Teutonic, and Celtic races who compose the
inhaljitants of Europe. The Teutonic race, as already explained,

form many of the great European nations, as the Germans, Danes,
Swedes, Norwegians, Dutch, Swiss, English, and Anglo-Irish, and
the colonies planted by them in Asia, Africa, and America. The
Germans are chiefly Teutons of Scytliian or Gothic origin, but
there is also a great mixture amongst them of the old Celtic race.

The French are chiefly composed of the Celtic or Gaulish race, but

contain a considerai)le mixture of German or Teutonic blood, for

the Franks and Burgundians who conquered Gaul in the time of

the Romans were of the Teutonic race, and there is also in France
a great mixture of the Roman blood, as the Romans held Gaul as

a province for many centuries, and there is likewise some of the

Greek race, as the Greeks settled colonies in Gaul. The Italians

have a considerable mixture of the old Celtic-Gaulish race, and of

the Etrurian race, who were also Celts; they have also much of the
Teutonic blood from the Goths, Longobards, and other northern

nations wlio conquered Italy in the time of the Romans ; and the

German race in modern times rule over a great part of Italy ; the
Italian people are also to a great extent composed of the old Roman
race, with a mixture of Greek blood. The Spaniards and Por-
tuguese contain a great deal of the old Celtic race, with a large

mixture of the Scythian and Teutonic race, from the Goths and
Vandals who conquered Spain in the time of the Romans; and the

Spaniards and Portuguese have likewise a large mixture of the

Roman, Carthaginian, and Jloorish blood, as Sjiain was conquered
and held for centuries by these different nations. The English

are chiefly composed of the Teutonic race, namely, the Anglo-
Saxons, Danes, and Anglo-Normans, with some of tlie Roman race,

as the Romans held Britain as a province for five hundred years
;

there is likewise amongst the English and Welsh a great deal of the

old British or Celtic race, and of the Belgians from Gaul , and in mo-
dern times there is a large niLxture of thelrishCeltieraceinEngland.

The Scotch are chiefly composed of the old Celtic race of Picts and
Caledonians, with a mixture of Anglo-Saxons, Danes, and Anglo-

Normans. The Irish are composed of the old Celtic race, of the Fir-

bolg or Belgians of Gaul, of the Milesians andBrigantes of Spain, who
were of Celto-Scythian origin, with a mixture of the Celtiberians,

Cantabrians, and Phenicians of Spain, and also of the Fomorians
or Africans, who were Canaanites, and of the Danans, a colony of

eastern origin, supposed to be Chaldeans or Persians ; and lastly,

the Irish have a great intermixture of Danish, Anglo-Norman, and
Anglo-Saxon blood.

The Mlles'uins, as already shewn in the preceding number, were
a colony which came to Ireland from Spain, and are represented

by our old annalists as originally Scytliians. According to Bo-
chart and other authorities, quoted by sir Laurence Parsons, in his

learned work entitled " A Defence of the Ancient History of Ire-

land," it is shewn that some of the Scytliian nations bordering on
Phenicia, Palestine, and Syria, became mixed with the Phenicians,

and some of those mixed people of Scythian and Phenician origin,

or Scytho-Plicnicians who had settled in Spain, in very re-

having taken hostages and tribute from Mac Der-

mott, he returned home safe to his country.

'O'Mulvey, chiefofTeallach Carolan (in Leitrim)

i.e. Cathal, the son of Donal, son of Anthony
Buighe, died.

A great wind arose on the Friday before Christ-

mas, which prostrated a great number of trees

throughout Ireland, levelled many stone and wood-
en buildings, and threw down the wall of the mo-
nastery of Donegal, and also swept away, sunk,

and destroyed many vessels.

mote ages, are considered to have been the ancestors of the Mile-
sian colony tliat came to Ireland from Spain about a thousand years
before the Christian era. The greataffinity between the Phenician
and Iliberno-Celtic or Irish language and alpliabet, as explained

in the article on the Fomoi'ians, has been shown by various learned
antiquaries, as Vallancey, sir Laurence Parsons, sirWilliam Betham,
Villaneuva, and others, and they have likewise pointed out a simi-

larity between the Irish language and that of the Carthaginians,

who were a colony of the Tyrians and Phenicians. The Phenician
alphabet was first brought to Greece from Egypt by Cadmus, about
fifteen centuries before the Christian era, and Phenix, brother of

Cadmus, the Phenician, who first introduced letters amongst the

Greeks and Phenicians, is considered by O'Flaherty, Charles
O'Conor, and others, to be the same as the celebrated Pheniusa
or Feniusa Fiirsa of the old Irish historians, who state that he
was king of Scythia, and ancestor of the Milesians of Spain, who
came to Ireland, and being a man of great learning, is said to have
invented the Irish alphabet which his Milesian posterity brought
to Ireland, and it may be further observed, that the Irish in their

own language were from Phenius or Feniusa called Peine, a term
latinised Pbenii, and signifying PkenlclanSj as shown by Charles
O'Conor, and in O'Brien's Dictionary. The Brigrmtes, of whom
an account has been already given as a colony from Spain who
accompanied the Milesians to Ireland, were, according to Mariana
and other Spanish historians, originally some of the JBrigas or

Plirygians from Asia Minor, and the same people as the ancient

Trojans, and a colony of these Phrygians were some of the first

inhabitants of Spain.

Ancient Names of Ireland.—In the time of the first colonies

of Partholanians, Neniedians, Fomorians, and Firbolg, it appears
Ireland was known by the names Inis Ealga, signifying the Noble
or Excellent Island, and latinised Insula nobilis, and Fiodh-Inis,
or the Woody Island , latinised Insida iiemorosa, from the great

forests of oak, &c., witii which the country was covered ; Crioch
Fuinidhj signifying the Final or most remote coimtry, and latinised

Terrafinalls, was also one of the ancient names of Ireland.

J)jw/'«j?, signifying the Island of Destiny, and ]atm\sed Inisfalia,

and Insula fatalis was likewiseone ofthe most ancient names ofIre-
laud, and it was so called by theTuath De Danan,itis said, from the

Lia-Fail or Liag Fail, called the Stone of Destiny, which the Da-
nans brought to Ireland, and on which the Irish kings were for many
ages inaugurated at Tara. Ireland is frequently designated by the

bards under the name of Inis Fail, or simply Fail, which appears
to have been a favourite epitltet. The Danans also gave Ireland

the names Eire, Fodhia, and Baidta, fr(»m three of Iheir queens
who were so called ; Fodhia, pronounced Fola, and Banba, appear

to have been favourite names, and are frequently used by the bards,

being beautiful and euphonious in sound.

Erin.—The name Eire became the chief appellation for Ireland,

and is pronounced Elr-e, as a word of two syllables ; from Eire

have been derived the names Eri, Eriu, Eirin, and lastly Erin,
hence the inhabitants of Ireland have been denominated in Irish

Eiriounch and Eirionaigh, latinised Eriyena, Erigente, and
Erinen.ies ; Eria, as shown Iiy O'Conor, Keating, and O'Flaherty,

was also an ancient name applied to Egypt, and likewise to the

island of Crete ia Greece, now called Caudia j Eire or Erin, be-
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ONAL Oge, i. e. the

Mac Sweeny of Fanat,

the son of Donal, son of

Torlogh Roe, lord of

Fanat, for one year,

died, after having- put

on the habit of the or-

der of the Virgin Mary
(Carmelites or Wliite-

friars, at Rathmullen, in

Donegal).

Edmond, the son of

Donal Mac Sweeney,

and Edmond Roe, his

son, fell on the same day

by the hand of Torlogh, the son of Roderick, son

of Maolmurry Mac Sweeney.

came the chief name of Ireland, and it is so called to the present

day by the Irish people.

lerne.—By various Greek writers Ireland was called lerne and

lernls, and in a Greelc poem called the Argonautica of Orpheus,

written at Athens, more than five hundred years before the Cliris-

tian era, according to O'Brien in his Dictionary, at the word Eirin,

and O'Flaherty's Ogygia, tiy Orpheus of Crotona, who was called

Ouomacritus, Erin or Ireland is mentioned under the name lerniSy

and it is stated in the poem that the Argonauts passed Neson
lernida, that is, the Island lernis, and that liy lernis tlie writer

meant Ireland, was the opinion of Bochart, Camden, Usher, and
other most learned antiquaries, and Usher remarks, that the Ro-
mans themselves could not produce sucli a testimony of their an-

tiquity : thus Ireland was mentioned by the Greek writers five

hundred years before the Christian era, and more thau two thou-

sand three hundred years ago ; the passages from the Greek poem
of Orpheus are given in full, with various alile arguments on the

point, by sir Laurence Parsons, in his learned " Defence of the

Ancient History of Ireland." The famous Argonautic expedition

in Greece, under Jason, took place more than a thousand years

before the Christian era, and these adventurers, according to

various accounts, sailed through the Euxine, and according to

some, through the Mediterranean, and by the poem above quoted,

they passed the island lernis, or Ireland. Hadrianus Junius, a
Dutch poet of the sixteenth century, thus alludes to Ireland having
been known to the Argonauts :

—

" Ilia ego sum Oralis olim glacialis lerne

Dicta, et Jasonije puppis bene cognita nautis."

" I am that (island) in ancient times called by the Greeks the icy

lerne, and well known to the mariners in the ship of Jason."
In tlie work on tlie universe, styled Perihostnou or De Miindo,

ascribed to Aristotle ; or according to others written by his disciple

Theophrastus more than three centuries before the Christian era,

the Nesoi Bretanikai,oT the two Bretannic islands, Albion Kdl
lerne, thdA is Albion, or England and Ireland, are mentioned ; and
Dr. O'Conor considers that the name Breattan was derived

from the Celtic Breat, metal, and tan, a territory, hence
signifying the country of metals, and that tlie name was first

given to it by the Phenicians, fi-om the celebrated tui mines worked
in Cornwall by the Phenician traders in very remote times; and
according to sir Laurence Parsons and others, tlie Phenicians are
considered to have worked mines of lead and other metals in Ire-

Bryan Ballach, the son of Niall, son of Con
O'Neill, was killed by Cormac Mac Quillan, the
same Cormac being in the company and friendship
of Bryan, after they had left Carrickfergus.

Cathal, the son of Owen, son of Hugh Maguire,
died.

Bryan Roe, the son ofJohn Maguire, was'killed

by the cast of a dart, while endeavouring to inter-

cede between the people of Coole (in Fermanagh),
and the people of the Machaire (or Plain)

.

The sou of Mac Dougal of Scotland was killed

by the single stroke of a sword, in the door-way of

Cuil Mac-an-Treoin, by Hugh Buighe O'Dounell.

The castle of Cuil-Mac-an-Treoin (in the ba-

rony of Inisowen, in Donegal), was taken by Ma-
nus O'Donnell, and, after a consultation, the re-

sult was that he demolished the castle.

The Cosnamhach, son of Fergal, son of Donogh
Duv Mac Eagan, the most celebrated jjrofessor in

land in those early ages ; hence Ireland is mentioned as one of the
Bretannic islands. In the century before the Christian era, Ireland
is mentioned liy Diodorus Siculus under the Greek name Iru or
Irln ; and the celebrated Greek geographer Strabo, in the
beginning of the first century, calls Ireland lerne; Dionysius
Periegetes, another great Greek geographer in the first century,
mentions the Nesoi Bretannides, or the Bretannic islands, namely,
Albion or England to the east, and lerne or Ireland to the west.
In the fourth century, the Roman poet Claudian, in his ])ai]egyric

on the Roman general Theodosius, celel)rating his victories in
Britain over the Saxons and Picts of North Britain, and then- allies

the Scots of Ireland, has the following passage :

—

"Maduertmt Saxone fuso Orcades,
Incaluit Pictorum sanguine Thule,
Scotorum cumulos fievit glacialis leme."

" The Orkneys were saturated with Saxon gore, Thule grew warm
with the blood of the Picts, and icy Ireland wept over the heaps
of her Scots who were slain." Diodorus Siculus gives, from Heca-
teus, an ancient writer, an account of the Hyperborean island,

about as large as Sicily, situated over against Gaul, in which was
a famous temple of a round form dedicated to Latona and Apollo
(the Sun), in which his priests, with their harps, constantly sung
the praises of that deity, and this island is supposed to have been
either Britain or Ireland, and that the worship alluded to was
Sabeism ; Strabo says tltere was an island near Britain where sa-

crifices were ofl^ered to Ceres and Proserpine in the same manner
as at the island of Samos or Samothrace, in Greece, which was
the chief seat of the celebrated form of idolatry called Cabirism.

Insula Sacra or tlie Sacred Isle. Ireland was called by several

Roman writers. Insula Sacra, or the sacred island, from its being
a celebrated seat of Druidisni, and this name is considered to have
the same signification as the Greek term lerne, and derived from
the Greek leros, sacred, and Nesos, an island. Haimo and Him-
ilco, celebrated Carthaghiian commanders, made voyages to

various countries of Europe about six or seven centuries before the
Christian era, and the record of their voyages, termed Periplus,
was deposited by Hanno in tlie temple of Cronus, at Carthage

;

and from the Aimals of Carthage, in the Punic language, Knfus
Festus Avicnus, a Roman poet and geographer in the fourth
century, extracted an account of various countries from the*
Periplus of Hanno, and in this work Britain and Ireland are
mentioned, and the passage rcferrmg to Ireland is as follows.
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the countries of the Gael, in the laws, poetry, and

general Brehonism, died, and was interred at El-

phin. .

from the poem which is gi^en in the first volume of O'Conor's
Rerum Hibernicarum Sciiptores Vettres :

" Ast hire duohos in sarrnm, sic insulam
D'txere piisci, soiibus cursus ri>li est

;

Hffic iiiter undas muliam eespitem jacit,

Eamf(ue late gens Hibernorum colit,

Propinqua rursus insula Albionum patet."

" But from this place (namely, the Scilly islands, off the coast of
England), to the island which the ancients called saci'cd, is a
distance of two days' sail ; its land extends widely amidst the

waters, and the nation of Hibernians extensively inhabit it, and
near it lies the island of the Albiones (that is, Albion or
England)."

i
The origin of the names lerne and Erin has been variously

explained by anticjuaries. Bochart and Villaneuva considered that

lerne was derived from the Pheuician words Iberln or Ibenie,
which signified the most remote bounds or habitations, as Ireland

was then the most remote part oT the known world ; and Bochart
was of opinion, that as the Greeks did not visit Ireland in those

early ages, they got the name lerne from the Plienicians, the
only people who had iniercourse with Ireland in tiiose remote
times, and are therefore considered to have given Ireland the
name lerne, which appears to be derived from the Irisii Eire or
Eirinn, and the Phenieio.ns are considered by various able

antiquaries to have visited Ireland and settled colonies in it more
than three thousand years ago. Accoviiing to Doctor O'Conor,
Camden, and others, the name Eirin signifies the Western Isle,

derived from the Irish lar, the west, and In, an island, as being
the most western isle of Europe. Vallaiicey supposed Erin to be
the same as Irnn, the ancieui-. name of Persia ; and O'Brien, in his

book on the Round Towers, maintains the same opinion, namely,
that Erin or Irin is the same as Irnn or Persia, and says that it

signifies in tlie Persian language, the sacred land, and that it got
this name from the colony of Tuath De Danan who came to Iiela'id

from Iran or Persia, and it may be observed that the old Irish

historians state that Ireland got the name Eire from one of the
Danan queens. Charles O'Conor, in his Dissertations, con-iders

that Eire, or Erl, was derived from EriUirea, the name of the
country of the Erithreans, who were Phenicians of Syria, near the
Red Sea, and a colony of whom came to Ireland. Others derive
lerne from the Greek [eras, sacred, and nesos, an island, thus sig-

nifying the sacred isle, the same as the Insula Sacra of the Roman
writers; and lastly, some consider that lerne was derived by
the Greeks from Eire or Eirin, the native name. In the life of
Gildas Badonicus, quoted by Ussher, Ireland is called Iren, and
the inhabitants Trenses.

Ogygia,or the most ancient land.—Plutarch, in the first cen-
tury, calls Ireland Ogygia ; and according to O'Flaherty, Egypt
was also called Ogygia; and Camden says Ireland is justly called

Ogygia, which signifies most ancient, as the Irish date their his-

tory from the most remote antiquity ; O'Flaherty has adopted tl/e

name Ogygia for his celebrated work on Irish history and
antiquities.

Hibernia.—In the century before the Christian era, Ireland is

first called Hibeniia by Julius Caesar, in his account of Britain, in

which he tlms mentions Ireland ;
—" Qua ex parte est Hiberuia

dimidio minor ut existimatur quam Briiannia," " On which side

(the west), lies Ireland, less by half, it is supposed, than Bi'itain."

Tacitus, in the first century, in his life of Agricola, mentions Ire-

land under the name of Hibernia, and says, " Melius aditus portus-
que per commercia et negociatores cogniti," thus stating, that its

approaches and harbours were better knunm to commeice and to

mariners than those of Britain. By various Roman writers, as
^Pliny, Juvenal, &c., Ireland is mentioned in those early times
nnder the names Juverna, Jnvernia, Ouvernia, Ibernia, lerna,
and Vernia

;
and by the Greek geographer Ptolemy, in the second

century, it is called Jouernia or Ivernia, all of which names,

Mac Egan of Ormond, i. e. Donal, the son of

Hugh, son of Donal, chief of the learned of Leath

Mogha, in laws and poetry, died.

Hibernia, &c., are only changes and modifications of the Greek
name lerne. By Dioscorides, in tlie first century, as quoted by
O'Flaherty, Ireland was called Hiberi; and in the Itinerary of
Antoninus, quoted in O'Briens D'ciionary, at the word Eirin,

Ireland is called Iberione ; and by St. Patrick, in the Latin work
called his Coufession, which is given in vol. I. of O'Conor s Rer.
Hii). Scrip., Iieland is called Hiberione and Hiberia, and the
people, Hiberiones and Hiberionaces. By various Latin writers
the Irish are called Hibernl and Hibern^nscs.

Scotia, or the land of the Scots.—Ireland is called Scotia by
various Roman and oibei' Latin writers, as fully explained by
Ussiier, O'Flaherty, and in a treatise by David Roth, bishop of

Ossory, appended to the life of St. Patrick, by Joeelyn the monk,
translated by Edmond Swift. It got the name Scotia from the
Milesian colony who came from Spain, as explained in the article

o-i the Milesians, wl)o were called bv the Irish Cianna Sci/it, or

Sciiit, a name which was latinised Scoti or Scotti, and anglicised

*S'co/5, and hence the country was called .Sc(jM'ff. Ireland is first

meni'oned by the name of Scotia, and its inhabitants as Scoti, in

tJie third century, by Latin writers ; and from tlie thiid to the
twelfth century, the country and its people are mentioned under
thoac names by various writers. I'he celebrated philosoplier

Porphyry of Tyre, in the third century, is tbe first writer recorded
who called the Irish Scoti, in the followiug passage from his

writings quoted by St. Jerome:—" iVeque enim Briiannia fertilis

provincia tyrannorum, e<. Scotica gentes omnesque usque ad ocea-
num per cii'cultum Barbarse naliooes Moysen Prophetasque
cognoverant," " For neiiher Britain, a province fertile in tyrants,

nor the Scoiiish people, nor all the iiarbarous surrounding nations,

even unto the ocean, have ever known .Moses or the prophets."

St. Ambrose, St. Jerome, and the Roman poet C'audian, in the

foui-ih century, as before quoted, mention the Irish by the name of

Scoli. In the fifth century the Irish are called Scoti by St. Pa-
trick ; and in the same century, St. Prosper of Aquitaine, speaking
of the mission of Palladius into Ireland, says, "Ad Scolos in

Christnm credeutes, ordinalur a Pupa Celestino Palladius et

primus episcopns milliiur," "Palladius is ordained by Pope
Ce'esiine, aud sent as the first bishop to tbe Scots (the Irish),

believing in Chiist." In the fifth century, Paulus Orosius,

the celeliraled Spanish ecclesiastic and historian, thus mentions

Ireland:—"Hibernia Insula inter Britanniam et Hispaniam sita,

&e. ; hsc proprior Britanniie spatio terrarum angustior, sed coeli

soliqne lemperie magis utilis a Scotorum gentibus colitur—hinc

etiam Mevania insula pro.xima est, et ipsa spatio non parva solo

commoda, eque a Scotorum gentibus habitatur," " Hibernia, an
island situated between Britain and Spaui, &c. ; this is nearer to

Britain, and smaller in the extent of its territory, but more
favourable in the temoerature of its climate and in its soil; it is

inhabited by tlie nations of the Scois. The Isle of Mann is the

nearest to it, and that also is of a considerable size and favourable

soil, and likewise inhabited by the Scottish people." In tbe sixth

ceniury, St. Isidore, bishop of Seville, in Spain, thus speaks of

Ire'.ind in a passage quoted by Charles O'Conor from Peter Lom-
bard, primate of Armagh. "Scotia, the same as Hibernia, an
is' and very near Biilain, is of less ex tent but by far ofa more fertile

soil." In the sixth century also, Gildas, the British historian,

mentions Ireland as Scotia; and in iheseventhcentury,St. Adam-
uon, tbe celebrated abbot of lona, in his Lile of St. Columkille,

cal's Ireland Scotia, and the Irish Scoti. Killian, a celebrated

Irish saint in the seventh century, went as a missionary to Ger-
many, and became the first bishop of Wurtzburg, and apostle of

Francnnia ; in bis Life quoted by Lain'gan, his country is called

Scotia in the following passage," Scotia qute et Hibernia dicitur

insula est maris oceani fecunda quidem glebis, sed sanctissimis

clarior viris." " Scotia, which is also called Ireland, is an island

in the main ocean, of a very fertile soil, but more renowned for

most holy men." The celebrated Anglo-Saxon historian, the

venerable Bede, thus speaks of Ireland in the eighth century :

—
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Owen, the son of Felim Mac Manus, and his

wife,

died.

Grace, the daughter of Conor Maguire,

" Hiberria aulem et latitudiiie siii status, et salubritate ac sereni-

tate aeruin muliura Briianniee pra^stat ita ut raro ibi nix plusquam
triduanii remaneat ; oemo propter biemem aut fcena secat aestate

aut stabula fabricet juroeniis. DWes lactis ac mellis insula nee

vinearum expers
;
pisciaru volucruratjue sed et cervorum caprea-

rumque vencnatu insigpis ; ha?c autem piopria patria Scotorum
est. Nullum ibi reptile videri soleat, nullus vivire serpens valeat

;

nam sepe illo de Britannia allati serpentes mox ut proximante
terris navig'o odore aeris illius attacli fuerint intererint." " But
Ireland, fioni its latitude, and the salubrity and mildness of its

cliniale, far surpasses Britain, so that the snow rarely remains

there more than three days ; no man makes hay for winter's pro-

vision, or builds stables for his beasts of burden. The island

abounds in milk and honey, nor is it destitute of vines, and it is

famous for fish and fowl, and for deer hunting and goats. This is

the proper country of the Scots. No reptile is usually to be

seen there, and no serpent can live in It, for though snakes were
often brought tbei-e from Britain, as soon as the ship approached

the land, and the scent of the air reaches them, they die." Nen-
nius, the British historian, and king Alfred in the ninth century,

mention Ireland as Scotia, and the people as Scoti ; and Giraldus

Cambrensis in the twelfth century, also calls Ireland Scotia, and
says that North Britain likewise got the name of Scotia, because

the people were originally descended from the Irish ; St. Bernard,

in the twelfth century, mentions Ireland as Scotia. Numerous
other writers are quoted by Ussher, Roth, and O'Flaherty, who in

the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth centuries denominated Ire-

land Scotia, and the people Scoti ; and even down to the sixteentli

century, many Latin writers, particularly on the Continent, call

Ireland, Scolia ; and it has been fully demonstrated by Ussher

and other learned men, that the name Scotia was exclusively

applied to Ireland until the elevetith century, when modern Scot-
land first got the name of Scotia, its ancient name, given to it by
the Irish and the natives, being Alba or Albain, anglicised

Albany, and the people of Scotland are called by the Irish Alba-
imch and Albanalrjli to the present day. As befoie explained,

Scotland was called Caledonia by the Romans, and North Britain

by various writers. Pinkerton, in his In(|uiry into the History of

Scotland, says, " From the consent of all antiquity, the name Scoti

belonged to the Irish alone until the eleventh century." But it is

to be observed, that many Scotch writers, as Dempster, who was
called the Saint Stealer, Buchanan, Mackenzie, kc, confounding

ancient Scotia, or Ireland, with modern Scotia, ov Scotland, have
consequently claimed as natives of Scotland many illustrious

Irish saints, missionaries, and scholars, eminent throughout the

continent of Europe, and mentioned as Scoti, or natives of Scotia,

from the fifth to the twelfth century. From the twelfth to the
sixteenth century, various Latin writers, to distinguish between
the two countries, mention Ireland as Scotia Vetiis, or Old Scotia,

and Scotia Major, or the Greater Scotia, and Scotland as Scotia
Minor, or the Lesser Scotia ; and the Irish were called Scoto-
lerni, and Scoto-Hiberni, or Hibernian Scots, and the people of
Scotland, Scoti-Alba?n,OT Albanian Scots.

Insula Sanctorum, or the Island of Saints, and Insula Doc-
torum, or the Island of the Learned, are names which have been
applied to Ireland since the introduction of Christianity, by va-
rious Latin writers, in consequence of the many saints and sages
celebrated as missionaries, eminent ecclesiastics, learned men, and
distinguished professors, who, from the fifth to the twelfth cen-
tury, went from Ireland to various countries of Europe as preachers
of the Gospel, and founders of churches, abbeys, colleges, and
schools, in France, Spain, Italy, and Belgium ; the learned Peter
Lombard, primate of Armagh, and the celebrated Colgan, in their

works style Ireland Hibernia Sanctorum Insula. Giolla Mo-
duda O'Cassidy, abbot of Ardbraccan in Meath, in the twelfth
century, in his poem on the Christian Kings, designates Ireland
Eiriu Offh lyiis naNaomh, that is. Sacred Erin, Island of
Saints ; and Giolla Coeman, a celebrated bard and historian of the

A.D. 1530.

The bishop of Elphin, i. e. the Greek bishop

(this bishop is not mentioned by Ware), died.

eleventh century, in a chronological poem on the Pagan Kings
commences thus

—

Eiriu ard Inis na-Righ, that is, Exalted
Erin, Island of Kings.

Ireland.—The name Ireland appears to be derived from Eire,

hence Eire-land, the land of Eire or Eri, and therefore it was called

Irelond and Ireland by the Anglo-Saxons, Anglo-Normans, and
English, and latinised Irlandia. The Anglo-Saxons also called

Ireland Scuit-land, or the land of the Scots, a name afterwards ap-

plied to modern Scotland, as above explained. By the Danes and Nor-
wegians Ireland was called Irlandi and Irar, as may be seen from
the Icelandic writers in Johnstone's Celto-Scandinavian Antiquities.

The Emerald Isle is a poetical name appropriately applied to

Ireland in modern times by many writers, from its exquisite ver-

dure, in which it surpasses most other countries ; this designation

was first given to it in the year 1795, by the celebrated Doctor
William Drennan of Belfast, in one of his beautiful poems entitled

Erin.

Ptolemy's Geography.—Claudius Ptolomeus of Alexandria, in

Egypt, a celebrated Greek geographer and astronomer, who flou-

rished in the beginning of the second century, and died about A. D.

140, gave an account of the then known world. He derived his

knowledge from Phenician and Tyrian merchants and navigators

who had visited the various countries, but chiefly from Marinus of

Tyre, a great geographer, who in the first century had written a

general geography, and constructed maps of different countries.

Ptolemy mentions various travellers from whom Marinus of Tyre
derived his information, amongst others Philemon, either a Greek
or Plienician, who had visited Ivernia or Ireland. Ptolemy com-
mences bis geography with a description of Ireland under the name
of louernia or Ivernia, and of Britain under the name Albion, as

being the most remote islands of the world known to the ancients.

An account of Ptolemy's Geography and Map of Ireland, is given

in Ware's works ; in the first volume of Doctor O'Conor's Rer.

Hib. Scrip., and in the Dissertations of Charles O'Conor, from

which works, together with those of Camden, Richard of Ciren-

cester, Cellarius, and Ortelius, and also Villaneuva's Ibernia Phe-
nicea, and Wood on the Primitive Inhabitants of Ireland, the fol-

lowing account of Ptolemy's geography has been collected with

illustrations from various other sources.

Cities.—On Ptolemy's Map are given ten chief cities in Ireland.

I. Eblana, a maritime city on the eastern coast, now Dublin. 2.

Manapia or Menapia, a maritime city on the south-east coast

considered to be Wexford, and by some Waterford, or, according

to others. Ferns, in the county of Wexford. 3. lernis, a city

inland on a bay near the southern coast, considered to be either

Dunkerron or Kenmare in Kerry. 4. MakoUhon, an inland city

near the Shannon, considered by Ware to have been Meelick in

Galway, but supposed by others to be either the city of Limerick,

or Kihnallock in the county of Limerick. 5. Raiba or Rheba, an

inland city, now Rheban near Athy, in Kildare. 0. Dounon or

Dunum, considered by Ware from its position on Ptolemy's Map
to have been Dunamase, in the Queen's county, though supposed

by Camden and others to have been Downpatrick. 7. I^abiros or

Laberus, an inland city, considered by Ware to have been at Kells

in Meath, and by Camden at Killare, a few miles beyond Mullin-

gar in Westmeath, at the hill of Uisneach, which was in ancient

times a residence of the kings, and a celebrated seat of Druidism
;

others consider it was Tara, and it is probable that the word La-
beros was originally written Taberos, wliich came near the sound

of the Irish word Teamuir or Tara, where there was a city in the

early ages, and which place was celebrated as the chief residence

of the ancient kings. 8. Nagnatn or Magnata, a great maritime

city on the western coast, is considered to have been either Sligo

or Mayo. 9. Rigia or Rcgia, an inland city considered to have
been either Athlone or Limerick, or, according toothers, Athenry.

10. Rigia or Regia, another inland city so called, and supposed to

have been situated at Cloglier in Tyrone, which was a place of

note and seat of Druidism in those early times, but it is more pro-
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A chapter of friars was held at Donegal, and

O'Donnell, i.e. Hugh Oge, supplied them with

all the necessaries they stood in need of during

the time they remained together.

bable it was Emanla, which was in those ages the celebrated resi-

dence of the kings of Ulster.

Promontories and Islands.—The following are the promontories

and islands marked on Ptolemy's Map. 1. Hieron akron, sig-

nifying the Sacred promontory, being derived from the Greek leros

or leron, sacred, is placed on the south eastern coast, and con-

sidered by Ware to have been fireenore point, near the bay of

Wexford, but is much more probably considered by Dr. O'Conor

to have been Carnsore \ioint or headland, further south on the

coast of Wexford, and Dr. O'Conor says it was called in the Irish

Carn-Soir, that is, the eastern earn or heap, as there was a great

Cairn or heap of stones there, and it is supposed to have been a

great seat of Druidism ; hence it was designated by the Tyrians

and Greeks Hieron akron, or the Sacred promontory. 2. Notion

akron or Notium, signifying the southern promontorj'? is placed

on the southern coast, and considered to have been Mizen Head,
in the county of Cork. 3. Boreion nhron or the northern pro-

montory, is considered to have been the headland now called Tel-

ling Head near Killybeps, at the bay of Donegal. 4. Ouejinlk-

nion or Venicnitim, is considered to be now Jiam^s Head or Horn
Head, near Tory Island, on the coast of Done'^^al. 5. Robogdlon,

now Malin Head, in the peninsula of Inisowen, on the coast of

Donegal. 6. Isamnion, now St. John's Foreland, at the bay of

Dundrum, on the coast of Down. 7. Hicina, an island, now
Riithlin, off the coast of Antrim, which was anciently called in

Irish Recrain. 8. Limnon or Linini, now the island of Lambay
oft' the coast of Dublin, which probably was derived from the an-

cient Irish name. 9. Edoru or Edrl, now the Hill of Howth,
the ancient Irish name of which was Edair or Blnn Eduir, sig-

nifying the Promontory of Edair.

Rivers, Harbours and Lakes.—The following are the rivers,

harbours, and lakes on Ptolemy's Map : 1. Senous, or Semts, is

the name given by Ptolemy to the Shannon, which resembles the

Irish name Sionain, Simula, or Sinna, and is derived, by Dr.

O'Conor and others, from Sean, old, and amhain, ariver, hence sig-

nifyiugthe Old River, and is pronounced Shanouin, orShanain, and

latinised Senaiius. 2. Dur, now the river Mang, together with

the harbour of Castlemaine, and bay of Dingle, in Kerry ; and it

may be observed that the word Bur, in Irish, signifies water. 3.

lernis, now the river and liay of Kenniare, in Kerry. 4. Baurona,
the river Blackwater, in Monster, wliich name might have been

derived by Pt(demy from the Irish word Bubhamhain, or Duva-
von, which sigiufies the Black River ; it was also called Avon-

more, signifying the great river. 5. Birgons, or Birgus, now the

river Barrow, in Leinster, and the united stream of the Suir, Nore

and Barrow ; it is called by some writers Brigas, and was named
by the Irish Berbha, pronounced Berva, and probably derived

from Bior, water. 6. Modonous, or Modomis, now the river

Slaney, in Wexford. 7. Oboka, now the river Ovoca, in Wicklow,

which name apyjears to be derived from the Irish Oba, ariver, and

oiche, water, thus signifying the river of the waters, as it is com-

posed of the confluence of three rivers, called the Meeting of the

Waters, in the Vale of Ovoca. 8. Botiinda, or Bovindn, by some

written Bubinda, now the river Boyne, in Meath, called in Irish

Boin, or Boind, and considered to l>e derived from Bo, cows, and

amhain, or Avon, a river, hence signifying the river of the cows,

beinct always famous for the herds of cattle grazing along its pas-

ture lands. 9. Ausoba, or AtLiona, now the river and Bay of

Galway, and the name appears to have been derived from Lough
Corrih, which communicates with the bay of Galway, and was
in Irish called Loch Oirbsen, hence the name might have been

made in Greek Ausoria or Orbsona, and which lake was so called

from Orbsen, a Plienician merchant, who was drowned there.

10. Libnious, OT Libnin.s, now the river and bay ofSli^o, which
might probably be derived from the Irish Sligeach, or Sligneach,

the letter i being omitted. Raioits or Ravius, now the lake and

Katheleen, the daughter of Mac Sweeney, the

wife of O'Dogherty, and Rose, the daughter of

O'Kane, the wife of Felira O'Dogherty, died.

Conor Oge O'Boyle, tanist of the O'Boyles, was

river Erne, to the bay of Donegal ; the lake and river Erne were in

ancient times called by the Irish, Samer, a name latinised Sama-
rius, by Giraldus Cambrensis, and others ; the lake and river in

after times got the name Erna or Erne, as already explained in

these notes. The term Raious or Ravius, applied by Ptolemy to

Lough Erne and its river, was probably derived from the Irish

name Samer, whicii is pronounced like Saver or Sauer, hence he

might have made the word Sauraious, therefore, by a change or

omission by a transcriber of sau, the first part of the word, the

remainder became raious. 12. Ouidoua or Vidua, novf Lough
SwiUy, and its river in Donegal ; and the name was probably

derived by Ptolemy from the Irish Oiche or Ulsg, water, and

dubh, dark, thus signifying the dark water, which would be pro-

nounced like Oighdhu, and therefore comes very near the Ouidoua
of Ptolemy. 13. Argita, now the river Foyle, and Lough Foyle,

in Derry and Donegal, which name was probably derived from the

Irish Fttirgc, as Lough Foyle is a great inlet of the ocean, and
the word was made Argita, as there is no F in the Greek language.

14. Logla, now Lough Neagh, and the river Bann, in Antrim and

Derry ; and the name appears to have been derived by Ptolemy
either from the Irish Loch, a lake, or from Lough Each, the

ancient name of the lake, pronounced like Lougheagh, and there-

fore very near the name Logia. 15. 0(/(7?rfer(t?5, latinised Vindc~

rus, now the river Lagan and bay of Belfast, in Down and Antrim

;

this name was probably derived from the Irish, Amhain, a river,

and doire, of the oak, as this river might have flowed through oak

forests ; and the name in Irish would be pronounced like

Ouinderey, which comes very near the Greek Ouinderios.

The towns and cities of the ancient Irish were denominated

Baile, Brugh, and Cathair ; the terms Rath and Lios, as before

explained, were applied to the circular earthen ramparts commonly
called forts ; and the terms Du7i, Dinn, and Daingean, were

applied to fortresses of Cyclopean architectm'e, composed of large

stones without cement, and also partly constructed of earthen

ramparts ;. Cathair was a name generally api>lied to stone fort-

resses, and sometimes applied to a city. It may be here observed,

that the term Dounon, applied by Ptolemy to one of the ancient

cities which is considered to have been situated at the place after-

wards called Dunamase, in the Queen's county, was derived from

the Irish, Dun, a fortress ; and Rlgm, an ancient city considered

to have been Emania, near Armagh, tlie celebrated residence of

the ancient kings of Ulster, was probably derived from the Irish

Righ, a king or royal, and Suidhe, a seat, which would be pro-

nounced like Righhee, from which the geographer made the Greek
word Rigia, and therefore signifying a royal residence. The ha-

bitations and fortresses of the ancient Irish, composing the cities

or towns enumerated by Ptolemy, were constructed partly of rude

stone work and earthen ramparts, but chiefly of wood from the oak
forests with which ancient Ireland abounded ; stone buildings,

castles, &c., were not generally introduced into Ireland till the

tenth and twelfth centuries, though some of the stone churches

were built as early as the sixth and seventh centuries, and if the

Pagan theory of the Round Towers be true, some of them were
erected centuries before the Christian era.

Tribes and People.—\^'ith respect to the various tribes and
people placed on Ptolemy's Map as inhabitants of Ireland in the

first and second centuries ; some accounts of those located in

Meath, Leinster, and Munster, have been given in the various

topovrraiihical notes on those territories, in the course of the Annals.

I. The Eblanoi or Eldani, are placed by Ptolemy on the territory

now forming tlie county of Dublin, north of the river Liifey, and

the county of Meath, which anciently formed parts of Moy LiS'ey

and Bregia. As before explained, the name Kblana, which was
applied by Ptolemy to the city of Dublin, was probably written

originally Deblana, and derived from Bubhlinn, which was the

ancient Irish name of Dublin, therefore the Ehlani or Beblani,
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killed by the son of O'Boj'le, i. e. Niall, the son

of Torlogh, at Leacach, on the 6th of January.

Felim, the son of Conor O'Boj'le, was killed by

the sons of O'Boyle.

would in Irish be DuhhUnidh, and signify the inhabitants of
the territory of Dublin, and tlius might be accounted for the people

called Eblanians. II. The Knuhoi or Cauci, are placed on tlie

territory now forming that part of the county of Dublin south of

the Lift'ey, with parts of Wicklow, Carlow, Kildare, and Queen's
county, which were comprised in the ancient territories of Cualan,
Hy Kinsellagh, Leix, and Moy Lifl'ey Tliese Kaukians are con-
sidered by Caniilcn, Ware, O'Conor, and others, to have been a
colony of the Cnuc'i or Chatici, German tribes near the river

Weser, in the country now called Lunenburg, bat they are con-
sidered liy Villaneuva to have been a people from North Spain,

near the Cantabrians, and that they were so called from their

chief city named Cinica. As the Kaukoi are placed by Ptolemy
chiefly in tiie territory called by the Irish Cualan, which com-
prised Wicklow and the southern parts of Dublin, the name may
have been derived from the Irish Cuiilanaidh, signifying the peo-
ple of Cualan. III. The Manapiol or Meyinpn, are placed on
the territory now forming the county of Wexford and part of

Waterford, which were comprised in Hy Kinsellagh and Desies.

These Menapians are considered by various geographers, as ex-
plained at pp. 194,218, in these notes, to have been a colony of ihe

Menapii of Helgic Gaul, who dwelt near the river Scheld, in the

country afterwards called Brabant, and the districts about An-
twerp ; this opinion partly coincides with our old historians, who
state that the Firliolg colony, now admitted to have been Belgians

from Gaul, tirst landed at Inver Slainge, now the bay of Wexford,
and settled ni Leinster, and, as explained in these notes at pages

217, 219, according to the ancient annalists, Labhra Loingseach,

an Irish prince, brought to Ireland more than two centuries before

the Christian era, a large body of troops from Gaul, whom he landed

at Inver Slainge or Wexford, and located in Leinster. IV. The
Brigantes, of whom an account has been given at page 36G, are

placed on the territories now forming the county of Waterford,
with parts of Tipperary, Kilkenny, and Queen's county, comprised

in the ancient territories of Desies, Ormond, and Ossory, and were,

as already sliown, a colony from Gallicia, in Nortli Spaiu,abrancii

of tlie iMilesiaiis, and called by the Irish Clnnna Sreoyain, from
which was derived tbe name Brigantes. V, The Koriondoi or

Coriiimli, of whom some account has been already given at page
17."i, are placed on the territories now forming the northern part

of the county of Cork, with parts of Tipperary and Limerick, in

the ancient territories of Desmond, Thomond, and Ormond ; these

Coriondians were considered by Camden and others to have been

a colony of the Coritani of Britain, who inhabited tiiose parts of

England now forming the counties of Lincoln and Leicester, and
Cainden states that these Coritanians fled to Ireland about the

first century, on the conquest of Britain by the Romans, but tlie

Coriondi are considered by Villaneuva to have been a branch of

the Brigantes, and originally some of tbe Phenicians who had set-

tled in North Spain. As consid.red by Ware and others, Coriondi

was proliably derived from Corca, the Irish name of Cork, hence
Carcri-dnohte would signify the people of the territory of Cork,
which comes near the word Coriondi. VI. The Oi/odini or Udtei,

latinised Vod'd, are placed in Desmond on the territory now form-
ing the southern parts of Cork, with some adjoining parts of Kerry

;

they are considered by Cliarles O'Conor, witii great probability,

to have been tlie same as the Clnmui Ueagha of the Irish writers,

and which were also called Ua-Deaghaidh, a name pronounced
like Udai, and comes very near the Greek name Ouodiai, therelbre

these Udeans appear to have been the same as the Clanna Deagh-
aidh, a name anglicised Degadians, who were famous warriors in

Munster in the first and second centuries, and of whom accounts

have been given at pages 146, 173, in these notes. VII. The
Outernoi or Utenil, called also Ivcriii and Iberni, are placed in

southern Desmond, in parts of Cork and Kerry, and tiiese Uter-
nians or Iveruians, are considered by Ware, Villaneuva, and others,

MaolmuiTy Mac Sweeney, constable of Tir

Boghaine, died.

Donal, the son of Bryan, son of Donal O'Neill,

made a predatory incursion into Magherastephana

to have been a colony of the Iberi from North Spain. VIII. The
Oitelliborol, IlViberi, Velltberi or Velabri, are placed in the south

western part of Munster, now formhig tbe western parts of Kerry,
and these Illpierians or Velabrians, are considered to have been a
colony of tile Illiberi or Velliberi of northern Spain, wlio, according

to Dr. O'Conor, are mentioned by the Spanish historian Orosius,

in the fifth century, and they are considered by Dr. O'Conor to

have been a colony of the Celtiberians from North Spain, who were
celebrated as the most valiant of the ancient Spaniards, and are

designated Ity Cellarius—" Nobilissimus populus Hispania?."

—

" The most noble people of Spain." IX. The Lucenol or Lucenlj
are placed in West Mutister, in the north-western parts of Kerry,
and adjoining parts of Limerick, as far as the Shannon ; these Luce-
nians are considered by Camden, Dr. O'Conor, and others, to have
been a colony of the Lucenses of North Spain, in parts of Gallicia

bordering on Cantabria, and stated by Strabo to have been of

Scythian origin, which coincides with the accotnits of the Irish

historians, who make tJie Milesian colony w'hich came to Ireland
from Gallicia in Spain, originally Scythians. X. The Konka-
nni, Concimi, or GuiKjanl, aie placed in Thomond and South Con-
naught, on the territory now forming tbe county of Clare, and
southern parts of Galway, and considered by Camden, O'Conor,
and others, to have been a colony of the Concaiu of Cantabria in

North Spain. These Concanians being a branch of the Canta-
brians, were of Scythian descent, or Celto-Scythians, as explained
at page 3G5, where it has been shown, according to Orosius, and
other ancient writers, that the Cantabrians of Spain were partly

of Scythian origin, and it has lieen also shown that colonies of the
Bascons or Biscayans,a brancli of the Cantabrians, came to Ireland
in the early ages. The Concani are supposed to have given its

name to Connaught, called by the Irish Conaclit. XI. The Ati-
ieroi or Auteri, ate \AaceA in southern Connaught, now forming
the northern part of Galway, and the county of Roscommon, and
are considered by Dr. O'Conor to liave been a colony of tbe Au-
trigones of Cantabria in Spain, and the learned Spaniard Joachiu
Villaneuva, in liis Iliernia Phenicea, is also of the same opinion;

others sujjpose that tlie Auteroi of Ptolemy might have been tlie

same as tiie Atliachturitha of the Irish writers, who were some of
the Firbolg tribes or Belgians located in Connaught, and are men-
tioned as Attucotti, hy Latin writers, a name anglicised Attacots.
XII. The Atiynntdi are placed in Nortli Connaught, now tlie

counties of Sligo and Mayo, and these Nagnatians or Nannatians
are considered by Wood and others, to have been a colony of tiie

Namtetes, from Armoric Gaul, now tlie country about Nantz in

Bretagne, in the west of France ; and this opinion appears not im-
proliable, and coincides with the accounts of our old historians,

who place the landing and settlement of one of the Firbolg or Bel-
gian colonies in West Connaught, where they were chiefly located,

in the territory now forming the counties of Mayo and Sligo, as

explained in the notes on North Connaught. XIII. The Erdinoi
or Ernidi, are placed in the territory of ancient Brefney, and
some adjoining parts of Ulster, which now form the counties of
Cavan, Leitrim, and Fermanagh. They were the same as the

Ernaldbe of the Irish writers, and so called from possessing the
territories about Lough Erne. These Erneans, according to the
Irish historians, were some of the Firbolg tribes who possessed

these territories in the early ages, until conquered by tbe Milesians,

and they make a remarkable figure in remote times, long before

the Christian era, in their battles with the Milesian kings. The
Brefnians of after times were partly composed of the old Firbolg
tribes, but chiefly of the Milesian stock called the Hy-Biiune
race, or Heremonians of Connaught ; an account of the Hy-Briu-
nians and Brefnians has been given in the notes on Brefney and
South Connaught. XIV. The Oiieiiiknioiur Vetiicni, are placed in

the north western part of Ulster, now the county of Donegal, and
these Venicniaiis are considered by Wood and others to have been
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(in Fermanagh), where his party seized a prey ; the

people of the county having collected together, pur-

sued them to Slieve Beatha (in Monaghan), where

they overtook them ; Donal turned on the pursuers,

and defeated them with slaughter, in which [de

feat] the two sons of Owen Roe O'Neill were ta-

ken prisoners, and three of the sons of Roderick

of Leargan ; two sons of Manus Mac Mahon ; the

son of Henry, son of Bryan; and Thomas of the

Caraic (the Rock), the son of Edmond Maguire,

were slain.

Gilpatrick, thesonof Cormac, son of Art Maguire

of Coole, died, and he kept the best house of hos-

pitality of any man of his means in Fermanagh in

his time.

O'Donnell marched with a force into the pro-

vince of Connaught, and he tirst proceeded through

a colony of the Veneti, a celebrated nation of Armoric Gaul, men-
tioned by Caesar as a powerful maritime people, having a ereat

fleet and Large ships, chiefly constructed of oak ; they inhabited

that part of Gaul now forming the country about Vaimes in Bre-
tag'ne, iu the west of France ; therefore the Veneti and Nannetes
above-mentioned, might have probably been some of the Firbolg

colonies of the Irisli annalists, who are considered to have been
Belgians from Gaul. XV. The Rohogdiol or JRIiobogdli, are

located in the north of Ulster, about Lough Sivilly, and in the

peninsula of Inisowen in Donegal, and in some adjoining parts of

Derry, about Lough Foyle. The promontory called by Ptolemy
Robogdion, as already shown, is now Malin Head in Inisowen,

on the coast of Donegal, and, as before stated, it appears
to have derived its name from Robliog, a Fomorian chief,

of whom an account has been given at p. 341, in the note on the
Fomorians, as a famous builder who had erected several fortresses,

and probably from a fortress erected by bini on this promontory,
it got its name Dim-Robhog or Jfo6/io_(/-_D»H, from which Ptolemy
formed the Greek name Robof/dton, and hence the inhabitants of

the adjoining territory were called by hiia Roliogdioi. These
Robogdifins were most probably tribes of the Fomorians or African
pirates, who, according to our ancient annalists, had settled in

very remote ages in the territory now called Donegal, and other

parts of the coast of Ulster. XVL Tlie Darinol or Darini are

placed in the north-eastern parts of Ulster, on tlie territories now
forming the counties of Derry, Antrim, and Tyrone. As Do'ire,

signifying an oak wood, was the ancient Irish name of Derry, as

before explained, the term Doirinidh, in Irish, would signify the
inhabitants of the oak woods ; and the name exactly corresponds
with tlie Greek word Darinoi, used by Ptolemy ; therefore these

Darinians appear to have derived their designation from inhabiting

chiefly the oak forests with which these territories were covered in

those remote ages. XVII. The Ouolontioi, UliintU, or Volimfil,
are located in the eastern parts of Ulster, now forming the counties

of Down, Armagh, Monaghan, and Louth. These Uluntians
appear to ha^ e been the same as the people called by the Irish

writers UUtaidh, signifying Ultonians or Ulstennen, and latinised

Ultonit, and the terui UUtaidh was always applied by the Irish

chiefly to the inhabitants of the territories wliich now form the
above named counties as constituting the chief part of ancient
Ulster.

The Spanish Colonies.—From the preceding accounts, it ap-
pears demonstrated that various colonies from Northern Spain, as
the Brigantes, Basconians or Biseayans, Cantabrians, Celtiberians,
Coriondians, lUiberians or Velabrians, Uternians, Lucenians, and

Coillte Conchohhair (or the Woods of Conor),

thence through the Tanaisteacht (the territory of

the tanist), into Moylurg, to Corraidhe-Droma

Ruisg (Carrick-on-Shannon), crossed the Shan-

non, and burned and laid waste Muintir Eohiis

;

some of his men were slain about the castle of

Leitrim, among whom were Manus, the son of

Fear Dorcha Mac Sweeney, and Torlogh Duv, the

son of Mac Coileen. After that he proceeded

westward across the Shannon into the plain of

Connaught, to Droicheat-Atha-Mogha (the bridge

of Ballymoe), across the river Suck ; he burned

and devastated Clan Conway; he also biu'iied

Glinsce and Kill Cruain (Glinske and Kilcroan,

in Galway), the towns of Mac David (Biuke), and

got immense booty in those countries ; he also

burned Ballintober after that, and received his tri-

Concanians, who were mixed colonies probably of Iberians, Celto-

.Scythians and Pbenicians, settled in Spain, came to Ireland in

very remote ages and peopled the greater part of the country, and
these accounts coincide with our ancient annalists about the
arrival from North Spain of the colonies called Clannn Milcadli or
Milesians, and Clannn Breogain or Brigantes.

With respect to Ptolemy's geography, much of its explanation

must, after a lapse of nearly two thousand years, depend on con-
jecture. It oppe.ars he gave many tribes and territories designa-

tions dItFerent from the Irish names, but he was, of course, under
the necessity of making many changes in translating the Irish

terms into Greek, and some mistakes must have occurred in the

course of time by various transcribers in writing those names.
The original Greek names of Ptolemy have been here given,

together with the same names as latinised by Ware, and other
writers : but it may be observed, that there is a far greater

affinity between the Greek and the Celtic or Irish words, than

between the Irish and tlie Latin. From inaccurate information,

tile great geographer may have misplaced on his Map some of the

tribes, territories, cities, rivers, and headlands, though, on the
whole, Ptolemy's geography is generally accurate, and when
explained, coincides, to a very great extent, with the accounts of

tribes, territories, and remarkable places given by the ancient

Irish historians.

Another ancient geographer, Marcianus of Ileraclea, who wrote
in the third century, and copied the works of the celebrated Greek
geographer Artemidorus of Ephesus, who lived in the century
before the Christian era, thus descrihes Ireland :

—" Juvemia
Insula Britannica ad Boream quidera terminatur oceano Hyper-
biireo appellato, ab Oriente vero oceano qui vocatur IIiI)ernicus, a
Meridie vero oceano Virgivio ; sexdecem habctgentcs; undecini

civitates insignes ; fluvios insignes qnindecim
;
quinque promon-

toria insignia et insulas insignes sex," "Juvernia (Ireland), a
British isle, is bounded on the north by the ocean called the

Hyperborean ; on the east, by the sea which is called the
Hibernian; and on the south, by the Virgivian sea ; it contains

sixteen nations, and eleven famous cities, fifteen large rivers,

five great promontories, and six remarkable islands." The
Hyperborean here mentioned, is the Northern sea; the Hibernian,

is the Irish sea, between central Ireland and Great Britain ; and tlie

Virgivian sea, is St. George's Channel, between Southern Ireland

and England ; St. George's Cliannel and tlie Irish sea were called

Scytliira VaUif, or the Scythian valley, by Gildas, the British

historian in the sixth century, as it was the sea that separated the
Scytliians or Irisli Scots from Britain.
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bute from O'Conor Roe, viz. :—six pence from

every quarter of his estate, and returned home

through Beallach Buidhe, without sustaining any

injury, after having spoiled Moylurg. After that

O'Donnell entered Brcfney, and his forces burned

the best wooden house which was in Ireland then,

viz, :—the house of Mac Consnamha (now the

name of Ford, a family near Lough Allen in Lei-

trim), situated near Lough Allen, and the entire

of Brefney, from the mountain westward, was

spoiled and laid waste by them on that expedition.

Hugh Buighe O'Donnell committed great de-

predations in Gallenga (Gallen, in Mayo).

O'Donnell marched with a force, in the month

of September, against Mac Wilham Burke, on

which occasion he destroyed a great portion of

the country ; after which a peace was concluded

between them, and O'Donnell returned safe to his

home.

The earl of Kildare, i. e. Gerald, the son of Ge-

rald, who had been imprisoned with the King of

England for a long time, returned to Ireland, ac-

companied by a Saxon loi-d justice (Sir William

Skeffington), and they both committed great de-

struction on the Irish ; they took O'Reilly prisoner,

after having appeared before them on then own

assurance of protection.

Roderick, the son of Owen, son of HughBalbh,

son of John O'Dogherty, who was a great loss in

his ov.n country, died.

The daughter of O'Boj'le, i. e. Rose, the daughter

of Torlogh, son of Niall Roe, a charitable and hos-

pitable woman ; and Sile (Julia), the daughter of

O'Fallon, the wife of Carbry, the son of the prior,

a woman distinguished for her humanity and good

personal figure, died.

Hugh O'Flanagan, the son of the parson of

Inis-Maighe-Samh (Inismacsaint, in Fermanagh),

a man learned in philosophy and arts, a pleasant

and prosperous man, who kept a good house of

general hospitality, died.

A. D. 1531.

Tuathal, the son of O'Neill, i. e. the son Art,

son of Con, was taken prisoner by O'Neill, namely.

Con, the son of Con.

Mac Carthy Riavach, i. e. Donal, the son of

Fingin, son of Dermod, lord of Hy Carbeiy (in

Cork), a man of good government and regulations,

of great hospitality and generosity, a man who
gave general invitation to all the men of Ireland

who wished to avail themselves of it, died.

Donogh, the son of Torlogh, son of Teige

O'Brien, tanist of Thomond, a man of hospitahty

and nobility, died

The son of O'Dogherty, i. e. Niall, the son of

Conor Carrach, died.

Con, the son of John Buighe Mac Mahon, was

killed by Mac Mahon, and the sons of Bryan Mac
Mahon.

Owen, the son of Gillpatrick Oge Magune, was

killed by his brother Edmond.
Conor, the son of Cathal, son of Dun Maguire,

was killed by the peo])le of lochtar Tire.

O'Flanagan, of Tura (in Fermanagh), i. e.

Manus, the son of Gilbert, son of Cormac, a dis-

tinguished nobleman, who kept an open house of

general hospitality, died on the 25th of February
;

and Gillaisa, the son of Torlogh, was nominated

the O'Flanagan.

Murtogh, the son of Conor Mac Coghlan, prior

of Gallen, and vicar of Leth Manchain (both in

King's county), was treacherously put to death by

Torlogh Oge O'Melaghlin, aided by Roderick.

Dermod, the son of John Mac Hugh, the most

distinguished man for nobleness and humanity of

the tribe of Hugh, the son of Muh-oona, died.

Cormac, the son of Cathal Oge, son of Cathal

Mac Manus, a noble keeper of a house of hospi-

talit}', died.

Tuathal, the son of O'Donnellan, of ilachaire

Maonmaighe (the plain of Maonmoy, in Galway),

and Gillpatrick, the son ofAdam Mac Ward, died.

The son of Maguire, i. e. Cormac, made a hos-

tile incursion into Kinel Feradhaidh (in Tyrone),

where he took a prey from the son of Bryan

O'Neill, and slew the son of Brj^an himself, while

endeavouring to recover his property ; and Ma-
guire's son carried oflf with him the booty.

The Saxon lord justice ; the earl of Kildare, and

some of the chiefs of the Irish, marched with an

army into Tyrone, at the instigation of O'Donnell,

of Niall Oge O'Neill, and of the tribe of Hugh
O'Neill ; they burned Tyrone, from Dungal to

Avonmore (the river Blackwater) ; they demolish-

ed the new castle of Purt-an-Failleagain, and

devastated, by lire and sword, the estate of Bryan-
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na-Moicheirghe (O'Neill), and Monaghan was

abandoned before them. O'Donnell and Niall

joined those English forces at Ceann Ard (Kin-

nard, now Caledon, in Tyrone), and they demo-

lished the castle of Kinnard. O'Neill was at this

time before them, with an immense force, and they

did not therefore attempt to pass him into TjTone ;

so those forces respectively returned to their

homes, without O'Neill making peace with them,

or ceasing from hostilities.

Roderick Gallda, the son of O'Neill, was taken

prisoner by O'Neill, i. e. Con, the son of Con.

Hugh Oge, the son of Thomas, son of Thomas,

son ofthe GioUa Duv Maguire, died, after having

gained the victory over the world and the devil.

James O'Flanagan, the son of the parson of

Inch, a man who bore a great name and eminence

in his own country, died.

The town of O'Donnelly (Ballydonnelly in Ty-

rone, now Charlemont), was assaulted by Niall

Oge, the son of Art, son of Con O'Neill; he demo-

lished the castle, and took prisoner the son of

O'Neill, the foster-brother of O'Doimelly ; he car-

ried him away, together with the horses, and the

valuable property of the town.

The castle of Belleek (near Ballyshannon), was

taken by Hugh Buighe O'Donnell, from which re-

sulted the disturbance of Tirconnell.

I\Iaguire marched with his forces into Tircon-

nell, at the instigation of O'Donnell, because the

sons of O'Donnell were contending with each

other, lest the one should be elected to the govern-

ment in preference to the other, after their father's

death, for the fame and renown of Manus

O'Donnell spread not only through Tirconnell,

but also through all other parts of Ireland, and he

was at the same time in contention with his own

kinsmen. O'Donnell feared that they might com-

mit fratricide on each other, and that consequently

his own power would be weakened in consequence
;

and it was therefore he invited Maguire to his

A .D. 1532.

1. The Elyians were the people of Ely O'Carroll, a territory

which comprised, as before eNplained, the liarony of Clonlisk, and

the greater part of Ballybritt, in tlie King's county, with the

barony of Lower Ormonil, in Tipporary. The territory of Ely

O'Carroll formed part of ancient Mnnster, and the O'CarroUs

were princes of Ely O'Carroll, and had their chief castle at Birr,

now Parsonstown, in the Kinji's county As stated in the text,

O'Carroll was relative, by marriage, to the earl of Kildare, for the

carl's danfliter was married to Mulroona O'Carroll, the celebrated

place, to see if they could bring Manus into a

state of subordination, and get him on amicable

terms with his relatives. Maguire and Hugh
Buighe O'Donnell, marched with their forces, un-

til they arrived at the river Finn, and preyed all

that part of the country, from one end to the

other, which was then under the jurisdiction of

Manus ; at that time Manus was on the plain of

Castlefinn, with the entire of his forces, and the

sons of Manus, with a portion of his people, pro-

ceeded across Sgairbh Becoige, to protect the

town, and to meet and oppose the forces which

were then marching against them ; but, however,

they were defeated by Maguire, and by Hugh
Buighe, and were obliged to take refuge in the

castle ; one of the O'Gallaghers belonging to the

country of Manus, made a thrust of a spear at

Torlogh, the son of Donogh, son of Bryan, son of

Philip Maguire, by which he was mortally wound-

ed, after which he was conveyed to his house,

where he died in the course of three nights, after

the victory of repentance. All parties then return-

ed home to their fortresses.

A.D. 1532.

Thomas (Butler), the son of Pierce Roe, i. e. the

earl of Ormond, was slain in Ossory by Demiod

Mac Gillpatrick, heir to the lordship of Ossory.

It was not long after that before Dermod was deli-

vered up by his own brother, Mac Gillpatrick, in-

to the hands of the earl, who confined him in

chains in revenge of his son, and of every other

evil deed Dermod had committed against him to

that time.

O'Carroll, i.e. Maolroona, the most distinguished

man of his tribe for renown, valour, prosperity and

excellence, to whom poets, travellers, ecclesiastics,

and literary men were most thankful, and who gave

most entertainment, and bestowed more presents

than any other who lived of his lineage died : he

who wasthesupportingmainstaj' of all persons; the

prince of Ely whose death is here recorded ; and another of the

earl's daii'^hters, aecoi'dinji to Lodge, was married to Bryan r)'Co-

nor, lord of Oft'aley, which connexions were sonic of the charjies

brous'ht against the earl of Kildare when he was confined by
Henry VI II. in the Tower of London, where he died, for by the

statute of Kilkenny, it was punished as treason if persons of

English descent should form any fosterage or intermarriages with

the Milesian Irish. The ordnance above mentioned in the text,

and called Fiihcubi, were those pieces of cannon at that time

denominated Falcons, as theyJ)ore the shape of falcons.
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rightful victorious rudder of his race ; the power-

ful young warrior in the march of tribes ; the ac-

tive triumphant champion of Munster ; a precious

stone, a carbuncle gem ; the anvil of knowledge,

and the golden pillar of the Elyans' ; he died in his

own fortress, on the festival day of St. Matthew

the Evangelist, and his son Fearganainm was ap-

pointed his successor. On the same day, before

the death of Maolroona, his sons defeated the earl

ofOrmond, and the sons of John O' Carroll, and

took from them many horses, and some ordnance,

which were called Fabcuin, from which followed

the name Bel-atha-na-bhFabcun to the ford where

they gained that battle, and that was Maolroona's

last victory. Fearganainm, as we have mentioned,

was nominated the O'CarroU over his seniors,

namely, the sons of John O'Carroll, on account of

which great troubles arose in the country, for the

sons of John, in the first place, took the castle of

Birr, from which they continued to spoil the

countiy ; the son of the parson O'Carroll fell by

the son of O'Carroll, i. e. Teige Caoch, on the pLiin

of Birr, in consequence of which O'Carroll, i.e.

Fearganainm, brought his relative by marriage, the

earl of Kildare, lord justice of Ireland, to attack

the sons of John, and they took the castle of Kill

lurin, Caislean-na-Hegailse, and the castle of Bal-

lindooney ; they then encamped in the house of

the son of Biorra (the monastery of Birr), and

continued skirmishes were carried on between them

and the guards of the castle, until the eai'l received

a ball in his side, which was fired from the castle,

when they stormed the castle and took it ; the

earl then returned, but the ball continued lodged

in him until the following spring, when it came

out on the other side. It was to record the death

of Maolroona O'CarroU the following was com-

posed :

" One thousand and five hundred,

And two and thirty years,

From the birth of Christ who saved us,

To the harvest in which O'Carroll died."

Owen, son of Tiarnan, son of Owen O'Rourke,

a distinguished gentleman, was killed by O'Mul-

vey and his kinsmen, in the monastery of Dronia-

haire.

Torlogh, the son of Mac Clancy (of Dartry, in

Leitrim), was killed by his own two brothers, in

the door of Mac Clancy's castle ; and Bryan

O'Rourke, in revenge of this slaying, committed

great destruction in Dartry.

Mary, the daughter of Mac Sweeney of Fanat,

the wife of O'Boyle, died suddenly, after having

been pitched from her horse at the door ofher own
mansion, on the 21st of April.

Mac Quillan, i. e. Walter, the son of Gerald,

was slain in the church ofDunboe (in Derry), and

Conor, the son of O'Kane, a man of affluence and

great property, was burned in it ; and Mac Con-

uladh, i. e. James, the son of Art, son of Cu-

uladh, was taken prisoner by the sons of Donal

Cleirach O'Kane.

Bryan, the coarb of Fenagh, died ; Cormac

O'Hultachan, erenach of Aughavea, died.

Mac Gauran, i. e. the son of Manus, son of

Thomas, chief of Tullaghaw, died.

John, the son of Philip, the son of Torlogh, son

of Philip Maguire, was killed by Donal, the son

of Maguire, i. e. the son of Cuchonacht, son of

Bryan, son of Philip, with the thrust of a dagger.

O'Maolconry, i. e. Torna, the son of Torna,

died ; and Conor, the son of Donal Roe, was

nominated the O'Maolconrj', as his successor, and

he died shortly after.

O'Donnell and Maguire proceeded to the Saxon

lord justice William Skeffington, and after they

confirmed their friendship with each other, the

lord justice accompanied them into Tyrone, and

they demolished Dungannon, and spoiled the

country.

The earl of Kildare, i. e. Gerald, the son of

Gerald, returned to Ireland after being appointed

lordjustice by the king.

O'Donnell, accompanied by Mac Donnell,

namely, Alexander, the son of John Cathanach,

marched with a force into Moylurg ; and after

O'Donnell had preyed and burned Moylurg, Mac
Dermod paid him his tribute at length, after which

he granted him peace.

The sons of O'Neill, namely, the sons of Art

Oge, Donal, and Tuathal, who were in imprison-

ment with O'Neill for a long time, were hanged by

him.

The castle of Ardnaree (in Sligo), was taken by

the sons of O'Dowd from the son of John Burke,

and a great contest arose between them and the

family of Rickard Burke, and they committed

great depredations and slaughter on each other.
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Awful depredations and immense plunders were

committed by Niall Oge O'Neill, on Ruiljilin Mac
Donnell, and he carried off the spoils into Fer-

managh.

Cormac, the son of Maguire, was treacherously

taken prisoner by the sons of O'Neill, namely,

Feardorcha, the son of Con, son of Con ; and

Felim Doiblenach, the son ofArt Oge, son of Con
O'Neill; a number of his horsemen were slain,

among whom were William, the son of Dermod, son

ofCormac Mac Caffi-ey ; Giolla Ballach, the son of

Henry Buighe Mac Caifrey, with many others, and

some others were taken prisoners; the sons of

O'Neill did not however return safe, for the greater

portion of their people were beaten and wounded,

along with Felim, the son of O'Neill,

A. D. 1533.

Mac Dermott of Moylurg, namely Dermod, the

son of Roderick, son of Dermod, was treache-

rously slain by the sons of Owen, the son ofTeige

Mac Dermott ; and Owen, the son of Teige, as-

sumed the lordship after him.

O'Mulloy, i. e Donal Caoch, the son of Cosnamh-

ach, lord of Fercall (in King's county), was trea-

cherously killed by his own brother Peregrine,

and by his brother's son. Art, on the plain of

Lainnela, and his brother Cahir was nominated

the O'Mulloy.

Felim Bacach, the son of Niall, son of Con
O'Neill, died.

The two sons of Felim, the son of Roderick Bac-

ach O'Neill, were slain by Manus O'Donnell.

Edmond, the son of Con, son of Niall, son of

Art, was killed by the sons of Maguire.

The castle of Sligo was taken by Teige Oge,

the son of Teige, son of Hugh O'Conor, in a noc-

turnal assavdt, after the castle had been betrayed

and given up by the guards. The castle of Ard-

naree was in a like manner taken at night by the

sons of Thomas Burke, from the sons of O'Dowd.
O'Donnell committed great depredations on

O'llara Buighe, between the two rivers (Ballina-

carra river, and Coolaney river, called Abhain
Bhuidhe, both in the barony of Lieney, county of

Sligo), in consequence of O'Hara not paying him
lus tribute.

Niall, the son of Murrogh Mac Sweeney, the

best and most accomplished young man of his tribe,

was killed on the bridge of Sligo.

Murtogh, the son of Felim, son of Torlogh Car-

rach O'Conor, was hanged by O'Donnell on the

lawn of the castle of Eanach after his sons and

kinsmen refused to deliver up the castle to him.

The earl of Kildare marched a second time into

Ely, to aid Fearganalnm O'CarroU, to Suidhe-an-

Roin (Shinrone, in King's county) ; while besieging

the castle, one of his best constables was slain, and

after having taken the castle, he returned home.

Anthony C'arrach, the son ofJohn, was nominated

O'CarroU, in opposition to Fearganalnm, in conse-

quence of which warlike contentions arose in Ely.

Cormac Mac Coghlan, lord of Clan Conor died.

Cahir Mac Coghlan, archdeacon of Clonmac-

nois, died.

A.D. 1534.

O'ConorRoe (of Roscommon), i.e. TeigeBuighe,

the son of Cathal, died, and his son, Torlogh Roe,

was nominated the O'Conor.

Mac Dermott of Moylurg, i. e. Owen, died at

the Rock, after having been a year in the lordship,

during which time Moylurg was in a state of com-

motion. The abbot of Boyle, namely, Hugh, the

son of Cormac Mac Dermott, was nominated the

Mac Dermott ; but the sons of Teige Mac Dermott

took the Rock fi'om him, and the countiy was not

less disturbed during his time.

Owen, the son of Hugh, son of Niall, son of

Con (O'Neill of Clanneboy), the best man that

lived of the race of Hugh Buighe, was killed by

some Scots with the cast of a dart, on Lough Cuan
(Strangford Lough, in Down).

Torlogh Duv O'Dempsey was treacherously

killed by his own kinsman, Murtogh Oge O'Demp-
sey, while under the protection of God and St.

Eimhin (in the sanctuary of Monastereven, in Kil-

dare), and Murtogh Oge himself was slain after

that in a conflict, by O'Moore, through the mi-

racles of God and St. Evin.

O'Gallagher, i. e. Edmond, the son of John, son

of Tuathal, died suddenly.

Cormac, the son of Fergal Mac Ward, a man
learned in poetry, and the most charitable and

humane man of his tribe, in his time, died after

extreme unction and repentance.

Maolmuu-e Mac Keogh, the intended chief pro-
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fessor of poetry in Leinster, a man of learning and

of extensive knowledge in poetry, and who kept a

good house of hospitality, was accidentally killed

by his mothei-'s brethren, namely, the sons of

O'Toole.

Manirs Buighe O'Duigenan was strangled by

his own wife at night.

Great complaints and accusations were for-

warded by the English nobles and the council to

the king of England, Henry VIII., against the

lord justice, the earl of Kildare, namely, Gerald

Oge, the son of Gerald, son of Thomas, who then

possessed the supreme power and government of

Ireland ; the earl proceeded to the king's resi-

dence to make his defence, but it was of no avail

to him, as he was taken prisoner, and sent to the

Tower, where he remained imprisoned for a year,

during which time they carried on proceedings

against him ; the earl left, at his departure for

England, the king's sword of state in the posses-

sion of his son Thomas, although others state that

William Skeffington succeeded him as lord justice.

A.D. 1535.

The earl of Kildare, lord justice of Ireland,

Gerald Oge, the son of Gerald, son of Thomas,

the most illustrious of the Irish, and of the English

of Ireland, in his time, for his fame and i-enown

had spread not only throughout all Ireland, but

his greatness and noble exploits were heard of in

the distant countries of foreign nations, died in

imprisonment in London. After that Thomas,

the earl's son, prepai'ed to be revenged on the

English for his father's death, and upon all those

who conspired to have him expelled from Ireland
;

he gave up the king's sword, and committed many
evils against the English ; the archbishop of Dub-
lin, who was his father's enemy, and many others

along with him, came by their death through him

;

he took Dublin from Newgate outwards, and re-

ceived hostages and prisoners from the rest of the

town, through their fear of him; he completely

plundered and laid waste all Fingall, and from

Slie\'e Roe to Drogheda, arid all Meath was made
to tremble by the earl's son on that occasion.

When the king obtained intelligence of this, he

sent relief to the English, namely, William Skef-

fington as lord justice, accompanied by Leonai'd

Gray, and a large fleet, and they immediately

commenced to spoil all the possessions of the

earl's son; they took the castle of Thomas, name-
ly, Magh Nuadhat (^Maynooth in Kildare), his

residence, and expelled him from his own terri-

tory; his father's five brothers, namely, James
Meirgeach, Oliver, John, Walter, and Richard,

also rose up against Thomas, to aid the English,

for they expected that one of themselves should

obtain the earldom, if Thomas coidd be conquered.

When the forementioncd Saxons found it impossi-

ble to take Thomas prisoner, after depriving him of

his towns and manors, and banishing him to seek

the protection of the Irish of the south of Ireland,

particularly the O'Briens and O'Conor Faily, all

of whom were combined in a powerful confederacy

to carry on the war against them (the English),

they, in council, came to the resolution of offering

him a pretended peace, and then taking him by
treachery. They accordingly sent lord Leonard

to the earl's son, and he promised him pardon on

behalfof the king, so that he cajoled him to go with

him to England, where the earl's son was imme-

diately made prisoner, and sent to be closely con-

fined in the king's Tower. Lord Leonard then

returned to Ireland, and William Skeffington,

who was lord justice, having died, he (lord

Leonard Gray), succeeded as lord justice, and

brought to his residence the sons of the great

earl of Kildare, i. e. Gerald, the son of Thomas,

namely, James Meirgeach, Oliver, John, Walter,

and Richard, and they were some time in his

company and friendship, but finall}' he made them

prisoners, although they were under his protection,

and they were immediately conveyed to the king's

Tower, where the heir to the earldom, namely,

Thomas, was, so that the six were confined there.

(See A. D. 1537).

Eigneachan, the son of Donal O'Donnell, was

killed by the sons of O'Boyle.

Judith, the daughter of O'Neill, i. e. of Con,

the son of Henry, son of Owen, the wife of Ma-
nus O'Donnell, died on the 2 1st of August, in the

prime of life and dignity ; she was the most illus-

trious woman of her age, in her time, for piety

and hospitality, and was only 42 years of age when

she departed this life, and was interred with great

solemnity in the Franciscan monasteiy of Donegal.

Mac Sweeney of Tir Boghaine, i. e. Maolmurry
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More, the son of Niall Mac Sweeney, was trea-

cherously slain by his own brother Niall, at the

door of Mac Sweeney's castle at Rathain, on the

festival of SS. Peter and Paul.

Ferdorcha Mac Coghlan, lord of Delvin Eathra

(in King's county), died, and Fehm, the son of

Myler Mac Coghlan, became his successor.

Fingin, the son of Conla Mac Coghlan, was
killed by Fearganainm, the son of Ferdorcha.

Murtogh Mac Donogh, the son of Murrogh,
and his two sons, John Glas and Fergal, were

slain at Moy Imleach, by O'Hara Buighe, after

they had been treacherously betrayed by one of

their own people.

Mac AuUffe (a chief in the county of Cork),

gained a great battle, in which the lord of Claon-

glaise, and Mac Gibbon, with a large number of

the Clan Sithich (Mac Sheeheys), were slain
;

Maolmurry, the son of Bryan Mac Sweeney, the

constable of Mac Auliffe, was also slain in the

beginning of the engagement.

Malachy, the son of Carbry O'Beirne, was slain

by the sons of Cathal, the son of Mac Dermott.

A. D. I53G.

The monastery of Dromahaire was accidentally

burned by night while all persons were asleep, and
Heremon O'Donnell, a friar minor, was burned
in it, and a great deal of property also destroyed.

Many diseases and distempers raged this year,

viz., a general plague, the Galar breac (the small

pox), the flux and fever, of which many died.

Cormac Oge, the son of Cormac, son of Teige
Mac Carthy, one of the most worthy of the Irish

of Leath Mogha, died, after having gained the

victory over the world and the devil, and was
buried at Kilcrea, (in the county of Cork).

Mac William of Clanrickard, i. e. John, the

son of Rickard, son of Edmond, died, after which
a great contention arose in Clanrickard, about the

lordship, whereupon they nominated two Mac
AVilliams in the territory, namely, Richard Bacach
(the Lame), the son of Ulick, and Ulick, the son
of Rickard Oge, and in the contest Ulick-na-

gCeann (Ulick of the Heads), aided Richard
Bacach.

O'Reilly, i. e. Fergal, the son of John, son of
Cathal, lord of Hy Briane and Conmaicne (Cavan,
and part of Leitrim), a generous, mdd, upright.

benevolent, and very hospitable man, died after

communion and sacraments.

Mac Clancy, chief of Dartree (in Leitrim), i. e.

Feradach (Frederick), the son of William, a chari-

table and humane man, died.

Thomas O'Higgin, chief professor in poetry of

the men of L'cland and Scotland, died.

Felim, the son of Felim O'Rourke, died while

imprisoned by Bryan, the son of Owen, son of

Tiarnan O'Rourke.

Cathal, the son of Seoinin, son of John O'Mul-
moicherghe, a man of lasting hospitality and

affluence, died.

The chiefs of North Connaught, namely, Teige

Oge, the son of Teige, son of Hugh ; Teige, the

son of Cathal Oge O'Conor, the Mac Donoghs,

and the O'Dowds, marched against the sept of

Rickard Burke, at the instigation of the bishop

Barrett (Richard Barrett, bishop of Killala). The

people of the country fled before them, with their

property, totheTermon of Tiarnan Oiridh (monas-

tery of Erew, in the parish of Crossmolina, coimty

of Mayo), but the bishop carried off the preys out

of the Termon to the forces, and would not restore

them, in honour of the saint.

Teige Oge, the son of Teige, son of Hugh, son

of Torlogh Carrach O'Conor, was nominated the

O'Conor ; and he was the first person who was

nominated O'Conor in North Connaught, of the

sept of Bryan Luighneach, for Mac Donaill Mac
Muircheartaigh was the title borne by the chief

who was head of that sept until then ; it was for

the purpose of ennobling and honouring the lords

who preceded him that he assumed this new title.

This new O'Conor, and the son of Cathal Oge
O'Conor, made a hostile incursion against the

Clan Costello, but not having succeeded in taking

a prey, or gaining any booty, they encamped about

Kilcoleman (in the barony of Costello, county of

Mayo), the town of the son of Roderick Mac Cos-

tello, who came forth and surrendered himself to

O'Conor, on condition that he would spare his

town; and he presented to O'Conor a splendid

coat of mail, which was then in his possession,

but which coat of mail had been formerly the

property of Bermingham. O'Conor returned to

Sligo with his hostage (Mac Costello), until he

should receive a full ransom for his redemp-

tion.
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At that time war and contentions arose between

O'Donnell and all the chiefs of North Connaught,

except alone Bryan, the son of Owen O'Rourke,

for he did not aid any of them at that time ; in

consequence of that contention, O'Donnell col-

lected his army, and was joined by his sons, except

Manus, who did not come with his father's forces

on that occasion, being influenced by O'Neill.

O'Donnell's army was joined by Maguire, i.e. Cu-

conacht (Constantine) ; the son of O'Neill, Niall

Oge, the son of Art ; the son of O'Reilly, i. e.

Aodh (Hugh), the son of Maolmora (Miles), with

all the troops of O'Reilly; the Mac Sweeneys and

O'Boyles came in O'Donnell's army as usual.

These forces marched from Ballyshannon about

the close of the day, and they halted and encamped

between the rivers Duff and Drowis (on the bor-

ders of Leitrim and Sligo). After having taken

their dmners and refreshments, they sent scouts

and sentinels to watch the pass between them and

Mo}'cedne (the plain along the sea shore, on the

borders ofLeitrim and Shgo), because they dreaded

that the O'Conors with their forces would attack

them in their encampment, for they were then all

collected in Sligo, fully armed and anxious to at-

tack, and resolved to give battle to O'Donnell as

soon as they encountered each other. The first

person of the forces (of O'Donnell) who went to

guard the pass was O'Boyle, namely, Niall, the son

of Torlogh, who hoped he should encounter his

enemies, to exercise his vengeance on them. The

party of Hugh Buighe, the son of O'Donnell, pro-

ceeded to guard in another direction, without the

knowledge of O'Boyle, or any of his pai-ty, and

both parties happened to meet, and they did not

recognise each other, in consequence of O'Boyle

having engaged in conflict, and having fought so

fiercely and precipitately against his enemies, as he

thought, so that he slew a great number of them in

a short time, and while he was contending ndth

them in that manner, they encircled him, and he

was at length slain by his own faithful friends, on

the second day of the kalends of August; and

the death of Niall, son of Torlogh, was a great

loss to the poor, the indigent, the clergy and sol-

diers. Although this great loss was a source of

tribulation to O'Donnell, it did not, however, pre-

vent his expedition, and he proceeded forward to

Sinnfhir, aud a body of the cavalry of Cathal

Oge, composed of the O'Harts, having marched
to Braghaid Chuilhghe, a party of O'Donnell's

cavalry proceeded to oppose them, and both parties

having encountered at Ballagh-Duin-Iarain (in the

barony of Carbury, in Sligo), a brave horseman of

the O'Harts was slain in the conflict, after which

both parties withdrew. O'Donnell remained in

his camp that night, and on the following morning
he marched to Fearsad-Ranna-an-Liagain (a pass

on the river of Sligo, which flows from Lough
Gill), to cross into Cuil-Irrae. O'Conor was at

this time in Sligo, preparing his people to march
against O'Donnell to prevent him from crossing

at the pass. While the tide was in, the forces on

both sides were closely watching, and reconnoi-

tering each other. O'Conor perceiving that he

had not equal forces to oppose O'Donnell, came to

the resolution not to engage him in that place, and

he and his forces, being dismayed and terrified at

the approach of O'Donnell, he arranged and mar-

shalled his men, and after preparing their guns
and accoutrements at the verge of the pass, he

marched them off to another more secure place.

O'Donnell then crossed the pass unopposed, as

the place was left unguarded and undefended
;

after that, s me of the chiefs of North Connaught
sent flying parties to attack O'Donnell's forces,

but they were, however, met and opposed by the

other party, and a man who was a great loss to the

Mac Donoghs was slain on that occasion, namely,

Malachy, the son of Teige, son of Roderick, who
fell by the shot of a ball, and another horseman

of O'Donnell's forces, namely, James Ballach, the

son of Niall, son of John (O'Donnell), was slain

by a thrust of a spear. After that they retired, and

O'Donnell then proceeded into the temtory of the

tribe of Bryan O'Conor, in which he remained for

three nights, spoiling and burning the countrj',

during which time O'Connor remained encamped

1 ear him at Belandroichid. He (O'Donnell), then

marched westward across the strand, into Tireragh

of the Moy, and his forces destroyed much corn

and many towns, for the entire country was in his

power, except a few of its castles, and they seized

u o much cattle about the Ox mountain ; they

marched westward across the river Moy, at the

instigation of the sept of Rickard Burke, in pur-

suit of some of the cattle preys belonging to the

O'Dowds, and on that occasion, they happened

3f
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to meet with the daughter of Walter Burke, the

wife of Owen O'Dowd, while caiTying away her

property. The prey and booty seized on that ex-

pedition by O'Donnell's forces was so immense,

that two beeves were frequently given for a Bonn

(a ])iece of money which varied from a groat to a

shilling), in his camp at that time. Mac Dermott,

the sons of Teige Mac Dermott, and the sons of

Mac David, came to aid the people of North

Connaught, against O'Donncll. After having com-

pleted his expedition in Tireragh, O'Donnell pre-

pared to return home. The chiefs of North Con-

nauo-ht, and those forces which came to aid them,

put on a firm resolution ofgiving battle to O'Don-

nell on his return, but they gave him a feeble and

flying attack, at the pass of Rinn-an-Liagain. The

cause of this place being called Rinn-an-Liagain

was, that Liagan, a heroic warrior of the Fomori-

ans, was slain there by Lughaidh Lamhfada (a

king of the Danans), while on his march to the

battle of Moytuire, and from him it derived its

name. It was during that skirmishing attack,

while O'Donnell's forces were crossing this pass,

that a horseman of the people of Cathal Oge O'Co-

nor, namely, Hugh Ballach, the son of Bryan, son

of Hugh, was slain, and the son of Mac Dermott,

i. e. Hugh, the son of Owen, son of Teige, was

deeply wounded. O'Donnell returned home with-

out receiving rent, tribute, submission, or homage

from the chiefs of North Connaught on that occa-

sion, which was an unusual occurrence w'ith him.

Donogh, the son of Teige, son of Roderick, son

of Conor, son of Teige, son of Tomaltacli, son of

Maurice Mac Donogh, was nominated the Mac
Donogh, although Mac Donogh himself was not

dead at the time, namely Owen, the son of Donogh,

son of Murrogh, who, however, was near the ter-

mination of his age, having lost his sight. A con-

tention arose between the sons of Owen and ^lac

Donogh about the lordship, but nothing of conse-

quence was spoiled between them.

The GioUa Duv, the son of Hugh, son of Rode-

rick O' Conor, died.

O'Conor Sligo; Biyan, the son of O'Rourke,

and the son of Cathal Oge O'Conor, marched

with their forces, at the request of Mac Dermott,

and ofthe sons of Teige Mac Dermott, against Tor-

logh Roe, the son of Teige Buighe, the son of

Cathal Roe O'Conor. They spoiled the Cluainte

(a district in Roscommon), both the churches

and country ; from thence they passed into the

Tuatha (also in Roscommon), and the O'Hanleys

gave them hostages and prisoners in behalf of their

territory. They then proceeded into Hy Maine,

and they spoiled and completely plundered every

person who was friendly to O'Conor Roe, except

those who were protected by O'Rourke's son, for

it was not to plunder he went thither, but rather

to make peace between Mac Dermott, his kinsmen,

and O'Conor Roe, together with those who joined

either party in the contest. Caislean-an-Turraig

(the castle of Turrick, in Galway), was taken and

demohshed by these forces, and Donogh, the son

of Edmond O' Kelly, came and surrendered himself

to them, lest his country should be spoiled. Those

forces then returned, after having completed their

expedition to their satisfaction, and took the host-

ages with them to Sligo, nameb', the son of

O'Kelly and the son of O'Hanley ; they also car-

ried away the speckled portal-door of the castle

they had taken, to put it on the gateway of the

castle of Sligo.

The Saxon lord justice marched westward with

an army into Munster, and to Carricocainnell (the

castleof Carrickagonnell, nearLimerick), andbroke

down Murrogh O'Brien's bridge (O'Brien's-bridge

in Clare), and some say that Donogh, the son of

O'Brien, was concerned in instigating the lord jus-

tice to undertake that expedition.

Bryan Ballach, the son of Owen, son of Tiarnan

O'Rourke, was nominated the O'Rourke, and he

demolished Caislean-an-Chairthe (the castle of

Glencar, in Leitrim).

Donal, the son of Donogh O'Kelly, an expe-

rienced commander and tanist of Hy Maine, from

Caraidh to Grian (in the counties of Roscommon
and Galway), and Eigneachan, son ofMalachy, son

of Donogh, his brother's son, were both treache-

rously slain by Malachy, the son of William, son of

Malachy O'Kelly, at the Fews ofAthlone, at the in-

stigation of the sons of Donal's own brother, i. e.

the sons of Teige, the son ofDonogh O'Kell}'.

The sons ofMacWilliam of Clanrlckard, namely,

John Duv and Edmond Roe, the sons of Rickard,

the son of Ulick, were slain by the sons of the

other Mac William, namely, the sons of Rickard

Oge, after they were overtaken in a pursuit, while

carrying oif the preys of the country.
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Mac Costello, i. e. John, the son of Giolla Duv,

a bovinteous and verj- hospitable man, and a distin-

guished militarj' commander in noble exploits, was

treacherously killed by a party of his own kinsmen.

O'Conor Faily, i. e. Biyan, the son of Cahir, was

expelled from his territory, and after many of his

people had been slain, all his castles were taken

and demolished by the Saxon lord justice, i.e. lord

Leonard (lord Leonard Gray), and it was through

the conspiracy, and at the instigation of O'Conor's

own brother, Cathal Roe, these acts were per-

petrated.

Donogh O'CarroU deposed Ferganainm, and

Anthony Carrach, his brother, and deprived them

both of their lordship.

A.D. 1537.

A contention arose between Hugh Buighe

O'Donnell and Manus O'Donnell; Hugh, who

was in possession of the castle of Donegal, was

aided by the sous of O'Boyle ; a great commotion

spread throughout TirconneU, on account of the

contentions carried on between the sons ofO'Don-

nell, and through this a great many of the tribe of

the bishop O'Gallagher were slain by the sons of

O'Boyle, namely, the son of Torlogh Oge, the son

of Bryan, and the two sons of Owen Ballach, the

son of Bryan, with many others.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh, the son of Hugh Roe,

the son ofNiall Garv, son of Torlogh of the Wine,

lord of Tii-connell, Inisowen, Kinel Moain, Fer-

managh, and North Connaught ; a man to whom
rents and tributes had been paid by other territo-

ries over which he had jurisdiction and power, such

as Moylurg, Wachaire Chonacht (the plain of Con-

naught, in Roscommon), Clan Conway (in Galway),

Costello, Gallen, TjTawley, and Conmaicne Cuile

(aU four territories in Mayo), in the west ; and in

the east O'Kane's country (in Derry), the Routes

(in Antrim), and Clannaboy (in Down and An-

trim) ; for of all those territories there was none

that had not given him tributes, besides willing

payments for his protection. It was this man that

compelled the four lords (the O'Neills), who ruled

in Tyrone in his time, to give him new charts (or

A.D. 1537.

1. The Coarbs of ColumhiUe, that is, the successors of St.

Columkille, who were abbots of Derry ; of Raphoe and Kilma-

deeds) of Inisowen, Kinel Moain, and Fermanagh,

to confimi the old charts which his ancestors held

for these territories, so that the government and

the service of all their forces were peaceably and

submissively under his control ; this was not to

be wondered at, for his enemies never gained a

victor}' over him, nor did he ever retreat one foot

fromany force,whether small or great; he was a man
distinguished for repressing evil deeds and bad

pi'actices, for destroying and banishing rebels and

plunderers ; a rigid enforcer ofthe established laws

and ordinances ; a man during whose time the

seasons had been favourable, so that both sea and

land had been fruitful and productive during his

government ; a man who had established every

person in his country in his rightful inheritance,

so that none of them might bear enmity to ano-

ther; a man who had not suflered the English

power to come into his countrj', for he had formed

a league of peace and amity with the king of Eng-
land, as soon as he saw that the Irish would not

submit to the superiority of any one among them-

selves, but that friends and relations fiercely con-

tended against each other; a man who properly

protected from violation the sacred properties be-

longing to the religious orders, ecclesiastics, poets

and professors. The forementioned O'Donnell,

namely Hugh, the son of Hugh Roe, died on the

5th of July, being Thursday, in the monastery of

Donegal, having previously taken upon him the

habit of St. Francis, having repented his transgres-

sions and faults, and done penance for his sins and

the frailties of his Hfe, and was buried in the same

monastery with great honours and solemnity, vihich

were his due ; Manus O'Donnell was inaugurated

his successor by the coarbs of ColumkiUe', with

the permission and consent of the nobles of Tir-

conneU, both lay and ecclesiastical.

Maguire, i.e. Cuchonacht, the son of Cucho-

nacht, son of Bryan, son of Philip, lord of Ferma-

nagh, a charitable, humane man, the most distin-

guished ofthe race ofClan Colla that had lived for a

long time for manual exploits, nobility,and hospita-

lity, and who brought aU from Clones to Caol Uisge
(the Narrow Water, on the river Erne, near

Ballyshannon) under his jurisdiction ; a man who

crennan in Donegal ; and of Drumcliffe in Sligo ; over all which
territories it appears the O'Donnells, princes of Tircomiell, ex-
tended their authority.

3 F 2
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suppressed plunderers and evil doers, a man
who was prosperous and wealthy during his time,

wastreacherouslyslain on Creachan in Lough Erne,

namely, the Island of the Friars, by the tribes of

Thomas Maguire and of Torlogh Maguire, namely

Flaherty, the son of Philip, son ofTorlogh, and was

first buried at Devinish, but in some time after his

remains were exhumed by the Friars Minor, and

conveyed to the monastery of Donegal, where they

were re-interred by the friars with due solemnity.

O'Neill, i. e. Con, marched with a force into

Trian Congail, and spoiled and plundered a great

part of the country ; but O'Neill's son, however,

was taken prisoner in the rear of the forces, at Bel-

fast, and O'Neill then returned home.

Niall Oge, the son of Niall, son of Con O'Neill,

lord of Trian Congail (O'Neill, lordof Clannaboy,

in Down and Antrim), died suddenly at that time;

O'Neill returned again into Trian Congail, and

obtained his son, who was in imprisonment there

;

contentions and disputes arose in Trian Congail

about the lordship.

Niall, the son of Hugh, son of Niall, son of Con,

son of Hugh Buighe, heir to the lordship of Trian

Congail, a man who was likely to follow in the

footsteps of his ancestors, in nobility and hospi-

tality, in patronising learned men and exiles, was

slain by the Scots.

The son of O'Reilly, namely, Bryan, the son of

Fergal, an immense loss in his own country, was

slain by the people of the Saxon lord justice, who
had gone to make depredationa in Clan Mahon (in

the county of Cavan).

The son of Mac Sweeney, i. e. Maolmurry, was

killed by the sons of Murrogh Mac Sweeney.

O'Donnell, i. e. Manus, mai'ched with a force

into North Connaught, in the month of Septem-

ber, s])oiled much corn, and burned and overran

the entire of North Connaught, namely, Carbury,

Tireragh, the two Lieneys, Corran, and Tirerrill

2. The Bebelllon of Silken Thomas.—The following particulars

of the {treat insurrection conimonly called the Rebellion of Silken

Thomas, have been collected from Stanihurst, Campion, Cox's Hi-

bernia Anglicana, Lodge's Peerage, the Histories of Moore and
Mac Geoghegan, and various othersources. As already explained

at the year 1535, Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, lord de-

puty of Ireland, was summoned to England in the year 1534, and
on various charges was imprisoned in the Tower of London, where
he died in the month of December following ; on his departure

from Ireland he left his son Thomas, tlien a young man in the 21st

year of his age, in his stead as lord deputy. An unfounded report

(all in Sligo). On that expedition the town

of O'Hara Riavach was taken by O'Donnell, and

after O'Hara himselfwas in his power, he extended

to him his protection and mercy, and carried him
away prisoner to his house.

O'Gara, i. e. Owen, the son of Dermod, son of

Owen, lord of Coolavin (in Sligo), died.

Teige, the son of Hugh, son of Hugh Mac Con-

snamha ( Ford), chief ofMuintir Kenny (in Lei-

trim), died.

The son of O'Reilly, namely, Cahir Modardha
(Cahir the Stern), the son of John, son of Cathal,

was slain by the English, while in pursuit of his

property.

The son of O'Dogherty, i. e. Niall Caoch, the

son of Gerald, son of Donal, son of Felim, was

slain in a nocturnal attack by Roderick, the son of

Felim O'Dogherty, at Baile-na-gCananach, in the

Termon of Deny.
O'Flanagan of Tura, i. e. Gillaisa, and his son,

were slain by his own kindred, and much damage
was done in Fermanagh, both by burning and

plundering, after the death of Maguire.

Depredations and burnings were committed by

the Calvach O'Donnell, in Clanawley, and he also

plundered O'Kane.

O'Conor Faily regained the jurisdiction of his

own territory, despite of the Saxon lord justice,

and of his own kinsmen, namely, the sons of

O'Conor ; and many persons were slain by him.

The son of O'Melaghlin, i. e. James, the son of

Murrogh, was killed by the son of O'Conor Faily
;

and he was the most illustrious and renowned of

his race in his age.

Torlogh Cleireach, i. e. O'Melaghlin, was slain

in Calry (in Westmeath), by the sons of Felim,

namely, Cedach and Conall, and Art O'Melagh-

lin assumed the place of O'Melaghlin.

Thomas, the son of the earl of Kildare,^ the

best man who lived in his time of the English of

having reached Ireland that the earl had been beheaded in Lon-
don, lord Thomas, enraged at the news, organised a powerful in-

surrection against the English government. He was generally

called by the Irish I'omris-riii-tSloda , signifying Thomas of the

Silk, from the splendid silken banners borne by his horsemen, and
also from their dresses being elegantly embroidered with silk.

Lord Thomas was a young man of great spirit, abilities, and valour,

but fiery, rash, and impetuous. According to Cox and others, he
proceeded from the mansion of the earls of Kildare, in Thomas-
court, Dublin, on the lltli of June, 1534, and marched through

the city to Danies-gate, accompanied by seven score horsemen in
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Ireland, and his father's five brothers, as we have

before mentioned, namely, James Meirgeach, Oh-

their coats of mail, with waving plumes in their helmets, and

bearing silken banners ; they crossed the river and proceeded to

St. Mary's Abbey, where the council, according to appointment,

waited his coming, and attended by many of his armed followers

he rushed into the council chamber. The lord Tliomas addressed

a speech to the council with great vehemence, which is given as

follows by Cox :—" Howsoever injuriously we he handled and forced

to defend ourselves in arms, when neither our service, nor our good

meaning towards our prince's crown availeth, yet say not hereafter

but ill this open hostility which we here profess and proclaim, we
have shewed ourselves no villains nor churls, but warriors and

gentlemen. This sword of state is yours, and not mine ; I received

it with an oath and used it to your benefit, and I should stain mine
honour if I turned the same to your annoyance. Now have I need

of mine own sword which I dare trust. As for the common sword
it flattereth me with a painted scabbard, but hath indeed a pesti-

lent edge, already bathed in the Geraldine's blood, and now is

newly whetted in hope of a further destruction. Therefore save

yourselves from us as from open enemies. I am none of Henry's

deputies, I am his foe. I have more mind to conquer than to

govern, to meet him in the field, than to serve him in office. If

all the hearts of England and Ireland that have cause thereto,

would join in this quarrel, as I hope they will, then should he soon

be made sensible, as I trust he shall, of his tyranny and cruelty,

for which the age to come may lawfully score him up among the

ancient tyrants of most abominable and hateful memory."
The primate, George Cromer, archbishop of Armagh, and lord

chancellor, who was present, besought lord Thomas in a long and

pathetic oration (which is given by Co.x), the tears trickling down
his cheeks, not to enter into rebellion which would cause his de-

struction, but to retract his hasty declarations, and keep the sword
of state, but all to no purpose ; Fitzgerald flung down the sword
of state on the council table with great violence and indignation,

and departed with his associates ; lord Thomas addressed his sol-

diers in the Irish language, which it appears was chiefly spoken

by all his followers, for it is said they did not understand a word
of the speech made by primate Cromer at the council table, and

imagined he was making an oration like a bard or Brehon, in favour

of Silken Thomas, and cheered him accordingly ; it is stated by

Cox that lord Thomas's chief bard, named Nelan, recited a rhap-

sody in praise of his master. Lord Thomas proceeded to organise

his forces, and applied to his cousin, lord James Butler, son of the

earl of Ossory, to join in the confederacy, but lord Butler gave him
a downright refusal. It is stated by Cox and others, that lord

Thomas despatched for assistance Charles Mac Rannall, archdea-

con of Kells, as his ambassador, to Pope Paul III., and sir Domi-
nick Poer to the emperor Charles V., to whom he sent as a present

twelve great hawks, and fourteen fair horses or hobbies. Lord
Thomas was joined by many men of note both of the Anglo-Irish

and Irish chiefs, as O'Neill of Tyrone, O'Conor of Offaly, liis kins-

man, O'Moore of Leix, several of the Fitzgeralds, sir Richard

Walsh, who was called parson of Lough Seudy in Westmeath,
Peter Lynch, lord of the Knock in Meath, John Burnell of Bal-

grithn in Fingall, captain James Field of Lusk, De Bathe of Dol-

lard's town, captain James de la Hide, Oliver Grace, Teeling,

Purcell, and many others, amongst whom is mentioned Kouks or

Rourks, probably 0'Rourke,who is called by Campion a pirate of

the seas. Lord Thomas with his troops proceeded to plunder
Fingal, and the citizens of Dublin collected their forces, intending

to intercept a prey at the bridge of Kilmainham , they were defeated

by Fitzgerald's men near the wood of Salcock, where four score of

the citizens were slain. In the mean time John Allen, archbishop

of Dublin, and the chief baron Patrick Finglass, got into tiie cas-

tle and fortified it for security, and alderman Jolm Fitzsimon sent

into the castle '20 tuns of wine, "24 tuns of beer, two thousand dry

ling, l() hogsheads of beef, and various other articles. Archbishop

Allen, afraid to stand a siege, left the castle and privately got on

board a ship in the Litfey at night, but the vessel was stranded at

Clontarf, and the archbishop proceeded to the adjoining village of

ver, John, Walter, and Richard, were put to death

in England, on the 3rd of the Nones of February

;

Artane, to the house of Mr. Hollywood, where, on the 25th of July,

he was taken prisoner by some of lord Thomas's party, and brought
before him, on which he said in Irish" Beir uaim an Bodach," that

is, " Remove the Churl from my presence," intending, says Cox, to

imprison him, but some of Fitzgerald's fierce followers barbarously

murdered the bishop in revenge of old resentments, for archbishop

Allen had always been a most determined enemy to the Geraldines,

having been sent to Ireland for that purpose by cardinal Wolsey,

and Allen was chiefly instrumental in having the earl of Kildare

summoned to London, where he was imprisoned in the Tower. All

the murderers were excommunicated and cursed in tremendous

terms, as related by Cox. Lord Thomas made prisoners the baron

of Howth and Luttrell, chief justice of the common pleas, and sent

some of his captains and forces to besiege the castle of Dublin;

they opened a fire on it with three pieces of ordnance called fal-

cons ; the besiegers being stationed in Sheep-street, now Ship-

street, but they were driven thence by the cannon of the castle,

and the houses which were thatched, says Cox, were burned by

wildfire cast in from the castle ; lord Thomas endeavoured to

prevent the supply of water to the city, by stopping all the rivers

near Dublin ; he burned Thomas-street, New-street, and other

parts of the city, and fortified his men near Thomas-court ; he

also besieged Newgate, which was bravely defended by the gaoler,

Richard Staunton, who being an excellent marksman, killed many
of the besiegers. The citizens made a powerfiil sally on Fitz-

gerald's forces, defeated them, and slew one hundred of his gallo-

glasses, who left their falcon behind them, and lord Thomas him-
self was forced to take refuge in the abbey of Grey friars in Fran-

cis-street for the night, until he was able to join the remainder of

his forces. Fitzgerald then agreed to raise the siege of Dublin,

and hostages were delivered between himself and the citizens ; he

ne.xt proceeded with his forces to Howth, and planted his artillery

on the promontory to attack and prevent the landing of the forces

coming from England against him, commanded hy Musgrave and

the two Hamertons; these two commanders, with 180 soldiers,

arrived from England, and on their march to Dublin were encoun-

tered near Clontarf by lord Thoums at the head of '200 horsemen,

and they fought valiantly, and one of the Hamertons wounded
Fitzgerald in the forehead, yet the English forces were mostly all

slain, and those who were taken prisoners he Sent to the castle of

Maynooth ; their ships were forced from Howth, and a vessel

freighted with choice English saddle horses was also taken by cap-

tain Rourks, whom Cox calls Fitzgerald's pirate. Soon after the

Englebys and Dacres, with a body of horse, landed at Skerries in

Fingall, and sir William Brereton and his son John also arrived

from England with 2.30 soldiers, and were followed by captain

Salisbury with 200 archers, who landed at the slip near the bridge

of Dublin. Sir William Skefiington arrived in Dublin in October,

as lord deputy of Ireland, attended by lord Leonard Gray, who
was nominated marshal ; they made every preparation to carry on

the war against lord Thomas; the English fleet sailed towards

Drogheda and captured Brode, one of Fitzgerald's naval command-
ers, on which, says Cox, he was so much enraged tliat he threat-

ened to besiege Drogheda, where the lord deputy proceeded, and

at the high cross proclaimed lord Thomas a traitor. In the fol-

lowing spring hostilities recommenced, and lord Thomas had at

this time in his possession six strong castles, namely those of Port-

lester in Meath, Maynooth, Rathangan and Atby in Kildare, Ley

in Queen's county, and that of Carlow, all well garrisoned ; he

proceeded himself to Connaught to raise forces amongst his allies,

but in themean time the lord deputy Skefiington, taking advantage

of his absence, proceeded to Maynooth, the castle of which he

commenced to besiege on the loth of March ; sir William Brere-

ton summoned the castle to surrender, to which, says Cox, a scof-

fing and ludibrions answer was returned after the Irish manner,

whereupon the artillery began to play, but made no impression for

ten or twelve days ; a breach however was at last etfected, and

the besiegers made an assault and slew many of the garrison. The
castle could have held out till Fitzgerald's return, being extremely
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all the Geraldines of Leinster were dispossessed of

their properties, and expelled ; the earldom of

Kildare was assumed for the king, and eveiy per-

son wlio was taken of their people both lay and
ecclesiastical was put to death and exterminated

;

their destruction and loss were immenselylamented

throughout Ireland at that time.

A new heresy and error ai-ose in England,

through pride, vain-gloiy, avarice, sensuality and
many strange speculations, so that the people of

England went into opposition to the Pope and to

Rome. They at the same time embraced extra-

ordinary opinions, and the old law of Moses, in

imitation of the Jewish people, and nominated the

strong, and garrisoned hy one hundred choice men, hut, says Cox,
" the perfidious governor Christopher Parese (who was lord Thomas's
foster-brother), a white-livered traitor, resolved to purchase his

own security with his lord's ruin, and got letters conveyed to the
lord deputy, importing that he would surrender the castle on cer-
tain conditions, which concerned only his own profit, without men-
tion of his safety. The lord deputy accepted the oiler, whereupon
Parese, after some advantage gained in a sally, caused the garrison
to rejoice and carouse to that degree that they were all dead drunk,
and then upon a signal given the English scaled the walls and
entered the castle. Captain Holland, being one of the first, hap-
pened to leap down into a hogshead of feathers and stuck there,
and sir William Brereton having got in cried out " St. George,"
whereat one of the garrison awoke and shot at captain Holland,
but he was rescued out of the feathers by his companions, who
killed the soldier. The castle was then taken, and sir William
Brereton advanced his standard on the top of the turret." The
spoil and plunder of this castle, says Cox, were exceeding great
and rich, this being accounted the best furnished house belonging
to any subject in the king's dominions. " The lord deputy entered
in the afternoon, before whom," says Cox, " two varlets, James De-
lahyde and Hayward,both choristers, prostrated themselves, war-
bling a sweet sonnet called I>iilcis nmica ; their melodies saved
their lives, which, at the request of chief justice Aylnier, the de-
puty pardoned. Parese expecting some great reward, with abun-
dance of confidence and great familiarity, presented himself before
the deputy, who told him that he was to thank him on the king's
behalf for his service, which saved much charge and many lives,

and doubted not when the king was acquainted therewith, he
would provide for him during his life ; and the better to advise
the king how to reward him, he desired to know what Fitzfferald
had done tor him. I^^rese set agog, with this discourse, recounted
the most minute instances of Fitzgerald's liberality to him, upon
which the deputy repli: d ' And how Parese couldst thou find in
thy heart to betray the castle of so kind a lord?' then turning to
liis officers he bids them pay him the money, and then chop off
his head. 'Had I known this,' says Parese, 'your lordship should
not have had the castle so easily' ; whereupcm one Mr. Bovce, who
was present, cried out in Irish a n-Aiitrntli, that is, ' too late,'

which occasioned afterwards a common saying, " too Inte ipioth
Boyce ;" thus Parese, after being paid the stipulated sum, as if

in mockery, was immediately afterwards beheaded, as he had made
no conditions about his life being saved. At the time the castle
was surrendered, there were amongst the garrison Donogh O'Do-
gan, master of the ordnance, the dean of Kildare, and sir Simon
Walsh, a priest, and it was stated by them that the emperor of
Germany had promised to send lord Thomas ten thousand men in
Jlay, and that he was also to receive aid from the king of Scot-
land

; a few days after the surrender of Maynooth, twenty-five of
the principal persons in the garrison were beheaded, and their
heads placed on the castle turrets.

In the mean time lord Thomas, aided by O'Conor Faily and

king during his own reign chief head of the church

of God. New laws and statutes were enacted by
the king and council, according to their own will

;

they ruined the religious orders who were entitled

to hold worldly possessions, namely. Monks, Ca-

nons, Nuns, Friars of the Cross, and the four

poor orders, viz., the ]Minor order, the Preachers,

Carmelites and Augustinians ; and the possessions

and livings of all those were taken up for the king.

They demolished the monasteries, sold their roofs

and bells, and there was not a monastery, from
Aran of the Saints to the Iccian sea, that was not

shattered and coiupletely destroyed, except only a

few in Ireland, which the English did not find out

others, raised a force of seven thousand men, with which he de-
signed to raise the siege of Maynooth, but upon news of its surren-
der his men deserted hnn daily ; with his few remaining forces he
proceeded to Clane in Kildare, and the lord deputy marclied to
Naas, where he took seven score of Fitzgerald's galloglasses, all

of whom he put to death, one only excepted, named Edmond Oleme,
who escaped stark naked to lord Thomas ; there was a bog between
both parties, but the lord deputy's artillery put Fitzgerald's few
troops to flight, and he was never after able to muster any con-
siderable force, though he frequently defeated and slew many of
the English by skirmishing parties and ambushes in Meath and
Kildare, particularly at 'frim and Rathangan, and he attacked
.'Vthhoy, burned part of Trim, besieged Dunboyne, and ravaged
nnich of the English Pale. In the early part of this insurrection,
lord Thomas with his forces, accompanied by O'Xeill, the O'Moores,
and O'Conors, &c., marched to Kilkenny, and laid waste much of
the country of the Butlers, and defeated their troops under lord
James Butler, son of the carl of Ossory ; and in the course of the
insurrection, the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes of Wicklow rose out and
plundered the English settlements in Dublin, and destroyed the
great castle of Powcrscourt, the erection of which had cost the
earl of Kildare five thousand marks. Lord Leonard Gray was
sent to England for troops, and returned in August, 1535, with a
body of horsemen and archers, who were garrisoned in different

parts of the Pale. Lord Thomas retired to Munster amongst the
O'Briens of Thoraond, endeavouring to raise forces, where he was
followed by lord Ciray and sir William Bi-ereton ; after some skir-

mishes Fitzgerald surrendered to lord Gray, on promise of pardon,
and rode with him to Dublin in the latter end of August, and soon
afterwards accompanied lord Gray to England, but tiie king being
enraged and implacable, caused lord Thomas to be arrested on his

way to Windsor, and he was imprisoned in the Tow'er, wliere he
suffered the most severe jjrivations, having scarcely any clothes to

cover him, and forced to go bare-footed and bare-legged in the
coldest weather, according to authorities, quoted by Moore in his

History of Ireland. In the following spring the five brothers of
the earl of Kildare who had died in the Tower, and were the
uncles of lord Thomas, were invited to a banquet by lord Gray
on promise of protection, but according to Leiand, were treache-
rously n]ade prisoners and sent to England, and they were
confined in the Tower along with their nephew, lord Thomas, al-

though it is stated by the Four Masters that they opposed him,
but according to other accounts, two or three of them johied in

his insurrection
J
his five uncles were sir James and sir John Fitz-

gerald, knights of Rhodes and of St. John of Jerusalem, and
Oliver, Richard, and Walter Fitzgerald. Lord Thomas, together
with his five uncles above-mentioned, were all banged and be-
headed at Tyburn, on the Srd of February, 150G, though the event
is stated by Cox to have token place in February, 1537, and it is

also mentioned at that year in these Annals. Bumell of Bel-
griffin, and John Travers, an ecclesiastic, particular friends of
Fitzgerald, were also executed at Tyburn.
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or discover. They also broke and burned the cele-

brated images, shrines, and the relics of the saints

of Ireland and England. They also burned, after

that, the image of the illustrious Virgin Mary,

which was at Athtruim (Trim in Meath), which

wrought wonders and miracles, and healed the

bUud, the deaf, the lame and persons affected with

various diseases ; also the Staff of Jesus, which

was in Dublin, and wrought miracles from the time

3. Suppression of Monasteries.—In the years 1537, 1538, and

1541, various Acts of Parliament were passed for tlie suppression

of religious houses in Ireland, and during the reigns of Henry VIII.,

Edward VI., and Elizabeth, all the abbeys, monasteries, priories,

convents, &c., were abolished ; their extensive lands and endow-

ments were confiscated and seized by the crown, and the abbey

and church lands, and Erenach lands, all of which were denomi-

natcil Tcrinon lands, were conferred in large grants on laymen,

chiefly the nobility and gentry of the country. Numerous col-

leges, seminaries, and schools attached to the abbeys, were also

suppressed, and likewise the hospitals and Biatachs. The Biatachs

were charitable institutions or houses of hos])itality, and are fre-

quently mentioned in the course of these ,\nnal9 ; the name in the

Irish is B'uidhtach, derived from Bindh food, and tearh a house,

hence signifying houses of entertainment, and the lands appropri-

ated for their maintenance were termed Baile BUidhtach, angli-

cised Ballybetaghs, that is, the townland of the Biatach, and the

name Biatach or Betagh, was likewise applied to the keepers of

those houses, who were sometimes laymen, and sometimes eccle-

siastics, and many of them are recorded in the course of these

Annals. These Biatachs were amply endowed with grants of

lands, cattle, sheep, &c., by the Irish princes and chiefs, for tlie

jiublic entertainment of all travellers and strangers ; the sick, the

l)Oor, and indigent. These houses of hospitality were extremely

numerous in all parts of the country in ancient times, and it is

estimated that there were at least two thousand of them through-

out Ireland, one or more generally in every parish. These houses

were generally erected at cross-roads, always well supplied with

provisions and meat boiled in large cauldrons, and supplies of va-

rious kinds were always kept ready cooked for all comers.

At the Reformation, according to the accounts in Ware's works,

and Archdall's Monasticon, there were in Ireland the following

monasteries ;

—

Abbeys and Priories of Augustinians, Canons, and Canons

regular, Aroasians, and Victorines, •

Convents of Canonesses or Augustiiiian Nuns,

Priories of Premonstratensians or White Canons, a branch

of the Aagusthuans, who were also called Norbertines,

Houses of Hermits of St. Augustine, called Austin friars,

Commanderies, Preceptories, and Priories of Ivnights Hos-

pitalers, or of St. John of Jerusalem, under the rule of

St. Augustine, some of which institutions had previously

belonged to the Kniijhts Templars,

Hospitals and Priories of Trinitarians under the rule of St.

Augusthie, established for the redemption of captives in

the Holy Land, and alsoof Cruciferi or Crouched Priars

called Cross-bearers,

Abbeys and Priories of Benedictines, called Black Monks,
Convents of Benedictine Nuns, called Black Nuns,

Abbeys and Priories of Cistercian Monks or Bernardines,

Cistercian Nunneries, ....
Abbeys and Priories of Dominican Friars, called Black

Friars and Friars Preachers,

Abbeys and Priories of Franciscans or Grey friars, inclu-

ding the Friars Minors, Observantines, and Conventuals

Convents of Carmelites or White Friars,

A Priory of Culdees at Armagh,

223
38

24

14

9
6
42

41

114
20
1

Total, 563

of St. Patrick to that period, and had been in tlie

hands of Christ while he was among men. They

made Ai'chbishops, and Sub-Bishops for them-

selves, and though great was the persecution of

the Roman emperors against the Church, it is

doubtful if so great as this ever came from Rome;

so that it would be impossible to relate or give

a description of it, unless told by a person who

saw it.'

The abbots of the following monasteries were mitred abbots, and

together with the priors here mentioned, making in all twenty-four,

sat amongst the lords, barons, and bishops, as spiritual peers in the

Irish Parliament, according to Ware and others. The abbot ofthe

Cistercian monastery of Mellifont in Louth, the first of that order

founded in Ireland, in the twelfth century. The abbot of the Cis-

tercians of Bective in Maath. The abbot of the Cistercians of

Bdltinglass in Wicklow. The abbot of the Cistercians of Dunbrody

in Wexford. The abbot of the Cistercians of Tintern in Wexford.

The abbot of the Cistercians of Jerpoint in Kilkenny. The abbot

of the Cistercians of Douske in Kilkenny. The abbot of the Cis-

tercians of Tracton in Cork. Tlie abbot of the Cistercians of

Monaster- Nenay in Limerick. The abljot of the Cistercians of

Aliingtoa or VVotheney in Limerick. The abbot of the Cistercians

of Holy-Cross in Tipperary. Tlie abijot of the Cistercians of

iVIonaster-Evin in Kildare. The abbot of the Cistercians of St.

Mary's Abbey in Dublin. The abbot of the Augustinians of St.

Thomas the Martyr, in Dublin. The prior of the Knights of St.

John of Jerusalem, at Kilmiiinhaiu in Dulilin. The prior of the

Augustinians of the Holy Trinity or Ciinst Church, Dublin. The

prior of the Augustinians of All Saints in Diiiilin, now Trinity Col-

lege. The prior of the Augustinians of SS. Peter and Paul at

Newtown, near Trim in Meath. Tlie prior of the Augustinian

monastery of the Virgin Mary at Louth. The prior of the Bene-

dictines of Dovvnpatrick in Down. The prior of the Augustinians

of Great Connall in Kildare. The prior of the Augustinians of

Kells in Kilkenny. The prior of the Augustinians of Athassel in

Tipperary. The prior of the Augustinians of Rattoo in Kerry.

It is stated in the text of the .Vnnals, that the monasteries were

all demolished from Aran of the Saints to the Iccian Sea ; Aran

of the Saints was the Island of Aran, in the Atlantic, off the coast

of Galway, which was in ancient times a celebrated seat of reli-

gion, and several churches were erected there, the ruins of which

still remain, and the island was called in Irish Aralnii-na-Naoinh,

signifying .Aran of the Saints. The Iccian Sea mentioned in the

text under the name of JMidr Niocht, is the sea between Great

Britain and France, particularly that part of the English Channel

called the Straits of Dover, and it got that name from the Partus

Iccins, which, according to the old geographers, was eitlier the

ha.-bour of Boulogne or Calais in France; hence the sea was called

Mare Iccium.
Destruction of Intages.—SW Richard Cox, in his Hiberma

Anglicana, reign of Henry VIIl., says, that in the month of May,

1538, " the lord deputy Leonaril Gray, marched from Trim to

puj-sue O'Reilly of Cavan, who made liis submission, and the

deputy then proceeded against Savage, a degenerate Englishman,

into Ardes and Lecale (in the comity of Down), and there also

took Magennis's castle of Dundrum, and seven other castles, and

wasted and preyed all that country, and which was worse, he

burned the cathedral church of Downe (Downpatrick), and defaced

the monuments of the saints Patrick, Bridget, and Columbus, auj

committed many other sacrileges ; and about the same time the

images of saints were every where defaced or taken away, and

particularly the famous image of the Blessed Virgin at Trim, was

burned, and the oblations and treasures which votaries had ottered

there, were also taken and carried away."

St. Patrick's Crazier—This remarkable relic, which was also

called St. Patrick's Statf, is frequently mentioned in the Lives of

St. Patriek, particularly in the Tripartite Life, by Colgan, in his

Trias Thaamaturga, p. 263, and in Lanigan, (vol. I. p. 178), and
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A.D. 1538.

Hugh Buighe O'Donnell, the son of Hugh

Duv, son of Hugh Roe, heir to the lordship of

Tirconnell, a man skilled and learned in all the

arts, the most distinguished man for benevolence,

hospitality, feats of arms, fierce conflicts and in

likewise in St. Patrick's Life, by Joceline the Monk, in thetwelftli

century. Nnmerous miracles are said to have been performed hy

this staff, which was compared with the rod of Moses ; St. Pa-

trick is said to have received it from a hermit wlio lived in an is-

land of the Etruscan sea, supposed to have been Lerins, near

Antilles, off the coast of France, wliere there was a celebrated

monastery in ancient times, in which St. Patrick studied some

years, and, as before stated, he was considered to have been a

native of Gaul ; accordins to Joceline the name of the hermit was

Justus, and he had brought the staff from the Holy Land, and it

was said to have been possessed by our Saviour, hence called in

Irish Bnclmll los/iflatinised Bacillus Jesii, siRuifyinf; the Staff of

Jesus ; by the Irish writers it was generally called Bachnll Plia-

dniifl, that is, the Staff of Patrick, the word Biichall in Irish sig-

nifying a staff, like the Latin Biicidus ; hence BmhiiH, or Bncliall

Enspuic, that is, a bishop's staff, was the term applied to a

crozier, therefore l)y Patrick's staff was meant his crozier. This

staff or croaier is frequently mentioned by the ancient Irish annal-

ists, and in the Annals of the Four Masters, at A. D. 784, it isnien-

tioned in a passage thus translated from the Irish by Dr. O'C'onor,

" Sacrilega direptio Bacilli Jesu, et Reliquiarum Patricii per

Donnchadum filium Donaldi apud Arcem Orientalera (dictum

Rath-Airthir) apud Nuiidiiias." " A sacrilegious carrying off of

the Staff of Jesus, and relics of St. Patrick, by Donogh, the son of

Donal, at the eastern rath, called Rath Airthir, at the Fair or As-

sembly." Rath Airtliir signifies the eastern Rath, and was
probably situated near Armagh. At A. D. 1027, in the Annals

of Tigearnach, the Baculus Jesu is thus mentioned :
" Bacal

losa da sharugadh" which Dr. O'Cnnor (Rerum Ililierni-

carum Scrip, v. ii. p. '279), thus translates :
" Baculum Jesu

sacrilege raptum," that is, "The staff of Jesus was sacri-

legiously carried off." In the Annals of the Four Mas-
ters, at A. D. 1030, it is thus again mentioned :

" Bachall

losa do sarugadh im tliri caiplibh agus ro raarbhadh ria Cion-

nomlie an fear roda saraigh," which is thus translated by Dr.

O'Conor :
" Baculum Jesu ablatum sacrilege, cum trihus equis, et

oceisus est ante novem dies vir qui sacrilege id temeravit," that is,

" The staff of Jesus was sacrilegiously carried off, together with

three horses, and the luau who sacrilegiously dared to do that deed

was slain before nine days." It is to be observed that in all these

passages translated by Dr. O'Conor, he renders the word saTtigliadh

a sacrilegious and forcible carrying off, which is the real meaning

of the word. Again, in the Annals of the Four Masters, at the

year 1080, this relic is mentioned, where it is stated that a hostile

i'orce was led by Torlogh O'Brien, king of Thomond, to Dnblin

and Meath, where Malachy, king of Meath, came into his camp
with the Staff of Jesus, accompanied by the successor of St. Pa-

trick and the clergy of Munster ; and again in the same .\m.als,

at the year 1143, it is mentioned that Muiredach O'Duffy, arch-

bishop of Tuam ; the lords and chiefs of Connaught ; the succes-

sor of St. Patrick, having the Baculus Jesu with him ; the

coarb of St. Feichin (the abbot of Fore), with the Bell of St. Fei-

chin, together with the Bo hnn of St. Kevin, were all as pledges

of a peace between Torlogh O'Conor, king of Connaught, and Mur-
togh O'Melaghlin, king of Meath.

St. Bei-nard, in his Life of St. Malachy, archbishop of Armagh
in the beginning of the twelfth century, as given in the Benedictine

edition of the Fathers, thus speaks of the Baculus Jesu :
" Porro

Nigellus videns sibi imminere fiigam, tulit secum insignia qucedam
sedis illius, textum scilicet Evangeliorum, qui fuit lieali Patricii,

Baculumque auro tectum, et gemuiis pretiosissimis adornatum
quern nominant Baculum Jesu, eo quod ipse Doniiuus (ut fert

opinio) eum suis manibus tenuerit, atque formaverit. Et hfcc

the pass of danger, and who was expected to be-

nefit most the lordship of his own country, accord-

ing to promise and appearances, died at Kilodom-

rair (Killymard, in Donegal), after communion

and sacraments, on the 22nd of March.

Niall, the son of Con, son of Art O'Neill, a

summfe dignitatis et venerationis in gente ilia. Nempe notissima

sunt celeberrimaque in populis, atque in ea reverentia, apud omnes
ut qui ilia habere visus fuerit, ipsura habeat cpiscopuni populus

stultus et insipiens." " Nigel, however, seeing that his flight was
impending, took with him certain celebrated things belonging to

that see (Armagh), namely, the Book of the Gospels, which had
belonged to St. Patrick, and a staff covered with gold, and

adorned with the most precious gems, which they named the Staff

of Jesus, because the Lord himself (as the opinion is), held it in his

own hands, and formed it ; and these were held in the highest ho-

nour and veneration in that nation. For these things were most
remarkable and celebrated amongst the people, and held in such

reverence by all, that whoever was seen to possess them, the

foolish and silly people considered him to be the real bishop." It

is to be observed that this Nigel, above-mentioned, had at that

time usurped the see of Armagh, and seized upon the Baculus

Jesu, and the Book of the Gospels, thereby endeavouring to secure

his succession to the see. Colgan, in his 'Ti'ias Thaumaturga, p. 6,

has the following passage :
" Thassachus fuit faber serarius S. Pa-

tricii ; fuit primus qui Baculum Jesu pretioso tegumento obcelavit,

Ecclesia ipsius est Rath-Colptha juxta Dunum ad Orientem."
" Tassach was the worker in metals of St. Patrick, and he was the

first who ornamented the staff of Jesus with a precious covering
;

his church is Rath-Colptha, near Downpatrick, to the east." This

St. Thassach lived in the fifth century, and is mentioned in the

Lives of St. Patrick, as skilled in the working of metals, and in the

art of a goldsmith. In the year 1 180, according to the Annals of

Inuisfallen, the Bachall Phadraig, or St. Patrick's Staff, was re-

moved from Armagh to Dublin by William Fitz Adelm. Giraldus

Cambreusis, in the twelfth century, thus mentions this relic :
" In-

ter universos Iliberniie Baculos lignercque naturse Sanctorum re-

liquias, virtuosos ille et famosus, quein Baculum Jesu vocant, non
immerito primus et precipuus esse videtur

;
per quern, vulgari opi-

nione, S. Patricius venenosos ah insula vermes ejecit, cujus siqui-

dem tam incertus est ortus quam certissima virtus. Nostrisautem

temporibus et nostrorum opera, nobilis thesaurus ab Armachia
Duliliniam est translatus." " Amongst all the croziers of Ireland,

and relics of saints made of wood, that potent and famous one

which they call the Staff of Jesus, not undeservedly, seems to be

tlie prime and chief, by which, in the common opinion, St. Patrick

banished poisonous reptiles from the island. The origin of it is,

indeed, as uncertain, as its virtue is certain. But in our times, and

by the assistance of our people, this noble treasure was translated

from Armagh to Dublin." William Fitz-Adehn de Burgo, lord

deputy of Ireland, was the person who, either in A.D. 11 70 or

1180, transferred St. Patrick's crozier from Armagh, and depo-

sited it in Christ Church, Dublin, where, from the twelfth to the

si-xteenth century, it was preserved with the greatest care, and

held in the highest veneration; but in A. D. 1538, the gems and
golden ornaments being removed, it was publicly burned, together

with many other religious relies, in Iligh-strcet, by order of George
Browne, archbishop of Duhlin, as related in D'Alton's Arch-
bishops of Dublin. In Ware's Annals of the reign of Henry
VIII. are the following passages: "Also about the same time

(A. D. 1538), among tlie famous images whereimto pilgrimages

were designed, the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary was burned,

then kept at Trim, in the abbey of the Canons Regular, and the gifts

of the pilgrims were taken away from thence. The image of

Christ crucified, in the abbey of Ballibogan, and St. Patrick's

Staff, in the Cathedral Church of the Holy Trinity at Dublin,

which William, the son of Adelm, brought from Armagh, and gave

as a gift to that church in the year 1 180, underwent the like fate.
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worthy man, distinguished for noble deeds and

excellence, was slain in a nocturnal attack by the

son of Niall O'Neill, in the castle of Omagh, after

the town had been betrayed by a partj' who were in

the castle; Niall O'Neill then demolished the castle,

and his own son was pursued for that slaying.

The son of Mac Clancy, i.e. Cahir, the son of

Feredach, the son of William, heir to the chief-

tancy of Dartry, died at Dun Cah-bre (the castle

of Dnncarberry, near the Atlantic, at Bundrowes

in Leitrim).

Ferganainm, the son of Feardorcha (Ferdinand),

Mac Coghlan, tanist of Delvin Eathra (in King's

county), was slain by the sons of the prior Mac
Coghlan.

O'Donnell, i.e. Manus, marched with a force

into North Connaught, and fortunately succeeded

in taking the castle of Shgo, which was well fur-

nished with guards and ordnance, after it had

been for a considerable time out of his possession,

being strongly defended against his father, so that

it could not be taken until then. After having

taken the castle, and left his guards in possession

of it, he marched into Moylurg, and spoiled the

entire coimtry. On his return he came to the

castle called Moy O'Gara (in the barony of Cool-

avin, county of Sligo), which was taken by him
;

it happened, however, that Niall Gai-v, the son of

O'Donnell, was unfortunately killed by the shot

of a ball from the castle, at the time they attacked

the town ; but O'Donnell pardoned the person

by whom the deed was committed, who, under

his protection, was set at liberty ; O'Donnell re-

turned safe with his forces, except that great loss,

after having spoiled Moylurg, and the plain of

Connaught, except such as those who paid him his

tribute.

A.D. 1539.

O'Brien of Thomond, i.e. Conor, the son of

Torlogh, son of Teige, died, after having been in

the lordship for a considerable time, during which

his country flourished in great affluence and pros-

perity. Murrogh, the son of O'Brien, i.e. the

A. D. 1539.

1. The Battle of Bellahoe was fought in August 1.53!), and the

place called Bellalioa, or Ballvhoc, is situated in the parish of

son of Torlogh, son of Teige, was inaugurated his

successor, as a just reward of his own merits.

O'Donnell, i.e. Manus, marched with a force

into North Connaught, between Christmas and
the festival of St. Bridget, and having received

from the inhabitants his full tribute and hostages,

he returned home safe.

O'Neill, i.e. Con, having gone to O'Dounell's

residence at Donegal, about Easter, they formed
between them a league of peace, amity, and alliance,

as strictly and as firmly as possible, with each other.

The son of Maguire, i.e. Cormac, the son of

Cuchonacht, son of Cuchonacht, son of Bryan,

son of Phihp, tanist of Fermanagh, a worthy man,
distinguished for his nobleness and hospitality,

was treacherously slain by the people of his own
brethren, and even in their presence.

O'Neill, i.e. Con, and O'Donnell, i.e. Manus,
marched, with mutual accord and consent, with

their forces into Meath, and such territories as

did not pay them tribute they devastated and

burned before them as far as Tara. They seized

an immense booty on that expedition, and the

Irish had not mustered an army to attack the

English in the latter times, that spoiled so much
of the property of Meath, than did these preda-

tory forces
;

great indeed was the booty, consist-

ing of gold, silver, brass, iron, treasure, and every

kind of property and goods in general, they took

from the towns of Ath-Firdiadh (Ardee) and Nua-
Chongbhail (Navan), having completely plundered

them on that expedition. On the return of those

forces, there was exultation, boasting, vain-glory,

and pride, about the immense booty they obtained

without any opposition. When the Saxon lord

justice, lord Leonard, received intelligence of this,

he collected aU the English forces in Ireland, with

those of many of the great towns of Meath, both

lay and ecclesiastic, and all the fleets on the

neighbouring coasts, and particularly an immense

fleet which lay in Cuan-Cairlinne (the bay of Car-

lingford) ; after all those forces were brought to-

gether by the lord justice, he marched in pursuit

of the Irish army to Oriel, to a place called Bel-

athahoa, in Feammaigh'. The Irish forces were

Magheracloone, in the barony of Famey, county of Monaghan,
which place is mentioned in the text as Feammaigh, from which
came the name Ferney or Farnev ; the place is situated on the

3 G
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not able to form into proper order as they should,

neither did they obey the commands of their

leaders to keep and defend the field of battle, but

rather dispersed in a scattered and disorderly

manner, and left a great deal of their own pro-

perty, as well as the booty they had taken from

the English, in the hands of their enemies at that

place, after they were defeated ; many of their

common soldiers were slain, and not a few of their

chiefs besides; and of the Tirconallians Maol-

murry Meirgeach, son of John Roe Mac Sweeney,

fell on the field of battle. Magennis, i.e. Mur-

togh, was taken prisoner by a ]iarty of the people

of Oriel, after having been separated with a few

from his own forces in that defeat of Bellahoe ; he

was kept privately in imprisonment for a consi-

derable time, and they afterwards treacherously

slew him at the instigation of some of his own

tribe, who gave a bribe to those who had him in

confinement, for putting him to death.

Niall Oge O'Boyle was killed by Conor, the

son of O'Boyle.

O'Melaghlin, i.e. Art, a jjrosperous, intrepid

man, and his son, Cahir O'Melaghlin, dean of Clon-

macnoise, were slain at Fornocht (Forgney, in

Longford, on the borders of Westmeath), by the

sons of Felim O'Melaghlin ; and Fehm assumed

the lordship.

Mac Coghlan, i.e. Felim, the son of Myler, was

borders of Cavan, Monaglian, Meath, and Louth, between Kings-

court, CarrickniacroBS, and Ardee ; and the large lake of Ballyhoe

is situated partly in the parish of Drumcondra, county of Meath,

and partly in the parish of Maghcracloonc, in the county of Mo-
naglian, and from this lake runs the river Legan, at which tlie

battle was fought. The following particulars of it have been col-

lected from Cox's Hihernia Anglicana, Campion, Leland, and Mac
Geoghegan. Con O'Neill, prince of 'Tyrone, who was called Con
Bacach, or Con the Lame, together with O'Donnell, Magennis,

O'Kane, O'Hanlon, Mac William, and others, jointly invaded the

Pale with a powerful force, marched to Meath, burned Ardee and

Navan, and plundered all the country through which they passed,

till they came to the hill of Tara, where they reviewed their forces

with great ostentation ; and having taken vast booty, they returned

towards home. The lord deputy, Leonard Gray, having some time

before sent to England for aid, sir William Brercton was imme-
diately despatched to Ireland with 2.50 Cheshire men, and, together

with these, the lord deputy collected the forces of the Pale, with

the mayors and citizens of Dublin and Drogheda, and marched to

Bellahoe, where O'Neill was encamped on the other side of the

river. The English forces came to the river by break of day;
James Fleming, baron of Slane,- led the van; but Robert Half-

penny, his standard bearer, having declined to advance because

of the danger, he substituted the valiant Robert Betagh of Moy-
nalty, in Meath, to carry the standard, and he rushed boldly into

the river, being well supported by Mahe of Mabestown, a com-
mander of great courage. The lord deputy's forces with great diffi-

culty crossed the river, and after a sharp conflict, at length suc-

ceeded in routing the Irish galloglasses ; Mahe, and many of the

Anglo-Irish forces were slain ; but O'Neill's forces were at length

slain at Beandchor, (Banagher, in King's county),

by the sons of O'Madden, namely, Mai achy

Godh, after mass on a Sunday, on the second of

the Nones of July.

The lordship of Delvin (in King's county), was

divided by O'Melaghlin, namely, Felim, between

Art, the son of Cormac Mac Coghlan, Donal, the

son of Ferdorcha (Ferdinand), and Malachy, the

son of Edmond.'

A.D. 1540.

Roderick O'Maoleoin, bishop of Ardagh, and

coadjutor bishop of Clonmacnoise,aprosperous and

affluent man, died. (This Roderick O'Malone is

not given in Ware's Bishops ; Terence Kerawan,

or Kirwan, was then bishop of Clonmacnois).

The monastery of Clonroad, (at Ennis, in the

county of Clare), was given to the friars de ob-

servantia, at the request of O'Brien, namely, Mur-
rogh, the son of Torlogh, and of the nobles of

Thomond, with the permission and consent of the

superiors of the order of St. Francis.

The English, in every place throughout Ireland

where they established their power, persecuted

and banished the nine religious orders, and par-

ticularly, they destroyed the monastery of Mo-
naghan' and beheaded the guardian, and a num-
ber of the friars.

defeated, and the booty recovered. According to Cox, Magen-
nis, lord of Iveagh, was slain, together with about 400 of O'Neill's

men. Mac Geoghegan, in his History of Ireland, says " Les Ir-

landois perdirentdans cette action pres de qnatre cens homines tue#
avcc Magennis, un de leurs chefs ; la perte des Anglois ne fut pas

moins grande, ayaut laisse quelques-uns de leurs chefs, entr' autres

le general Mabe, morts sur le champ de bataille." " The Irish

lost in that engagement nearly four hundred men slain, together

with Magennis, one of their chiefs ; the loss of the English was
not much less, having left some of their commanders, amongst
others general Mabe, dead on the field of battle." In some of

the English editions of Mac Geoghegan, the number of the Irish

slain has, by some typographical error, been made four thousand
instead of four hundred, as in the French original, whereas, ac-
cording to Cox, and* all the other accounts of this battle, only

about four hundred of the Irish were slain ; and as, according to

Mac Geoghegan, nearly the same number of the English were
killed, therefore about eight hundred fell on both sides in this bat-

tle. 'The lord deputy, says Cox, commanded in person with great
courage, and after the battle, he knighted on the field, for their

services, the chief justice Aylmer, Talbot, of Malahide, James
Fitzsimon, mayor of Dublin, and Michael Courcey, mayor of

Drogheda. Sir John Davies says of this battle, " that prosperous
fight at Bellahoe, on the borders of Meath, the memory whereof
is yet famous."

A. D. 1540.
I. The Monastery of Mona(jh(in was founded by St. Moelo-

dius, or Maclodius, about the sixth century, and the place was
called Muineachan, signifying the town of tlie monks ; it was an
Augustinian abbey of note for several centuries, and many of its
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The two sons of O'Boyle, namely Niall Roe

and Conor, were in dispute and contention with

each other, and Niall went to make an attack on

Conor at Luachras (Loughros, near Ardara,

connty of Donegal), for it was there Conor's place

of residence was, and he remained for a night in

ambush in the church of Seanchan. On the fol-

lowing day Conor appeared on the hill near the

church, ^vhen Niall sallied forth with his party

from the church ; when Conor beheld them ad-

vancing towards him, he retired to avoid coming

in contact with them, as he had only a few of his

men along with him, and who were of no service

to him. The direction he took alone was dow-n

across the strand of Loughros ; NiaU pursued him

as quickly as he could, and having outrun his own

party, he challenged Conor to a single combat,

whereupon they attacked each other actively and

fiercely, without regard to friendship or relation-

ship ; Conor gave a stroke to Niall on the crown

of the head and felled hini to the ground, upon

which Conor fled from the place, being wounded.

Niall's party ha^'ing come up to him, he told them

to follow Conor, as he was not himself in danger

of death on that occasion ; Niall's people accord-

ingly did so, and overtook Conor at the side of a

lake in the neighboui-hood ; they did not come

into close combat with him, but knocked him

down with the stones which lay along the margin

of the lake, and they then attacked him with their

arms ; on their return they found Niall quite

dead ; and there were not of their tribe in their

time a greater loss, than those two who were slain

by each other.

The sons of AYilliam ^lac-an-Easpuig O' Gal-

lagher, namely, William Oge and Hugh Gruama,

were slain by the sons of O'Boyle, namely, Donal

and Torlogh, in revenge for the death of their

father.

0'Donnell,i. e. Manus, marched with a force into

the province of Connaught, and did not halt until he

entered Moylurg, from whence he proceeded to

Clan Conway (in Galway) ; and he devastated and

burned the entire of Moylurg, and Clan Conway,

after which he took a prey at the Curlew moun-

abbot* are mentioned by tlie Four ^^aster3, Colgan, and Archdall,

fron\ the eighth to the fifteenth century, when, in A. D. 1462, the

monastery was rebuilt and re-founded for Conventual Franciscans,

by FelimMac Mahon, lord of Monaghan. Its abbots were chiefly

of the family of Mac Mahon, and it continued to flourish to the

tains, and then returned home safe, in triumph and

victory.

O'Donnell collected a force, and the following

persons joined him, namely, Niall Conallach, the

son of Art Oge, tanist of Tyrone, and the son of

Mac Donnell of Scotland, namely, Colla, the son

of Alexander, together with a great many of the

Scots. O'Donnell and those forces, in the first

place, marched into Fermanagh, and spoiled a

large portion ofthe country in the beginning, until

he received securities and pledges for the payment

of his tribute ; after that, they marched through

Brefney O'Rourke, and from thence to the Curlew

mountains, where they encamped. They cut away

the pass of Bealach Buighe, and cleared every

other ditficultpass before them. The entire of the

Clan Maolroona (Mac Dermotts), came to them

after that, and gave hostages to O'Donnell for

whatever he might demand thenceforth, and he

then returned home safe.

The sons of O'Donnell, i. e. of Hugh Oge, the

son of Hugh Roe, namely, Donogh Cairbreach,

and John of Lurg, rebelled against O'Donnell,

namely, Manus, their own brother, and took posses-

sion of the Cranoge of Lough Beatha (in the parish

of Gartan, barony of Kilmacrenan,county of Done-

gal), from which they began to spoil the country.

O'Donnell took them both prisoners, and also

Eigneachan O'Donnell, at Eaile-na-Congbhala

;

he hanged John Lurg, and bound Eigneachan

and Donogh in chains ; and he broke up and com-

pletely demolished the Cranoge of Lough Beatha.

O'Dogherty, i.e. Gerald, the son of Donal, son

of Felim, a man distinguished for nobility and

hospitality, died at an advanced age, after ha\'ing

gained the victory over the world and the devil.

Donall, the son of Niall O'Boyle, was nomi-

nated the O'Boyle.

John, the son of O'Donnell, was slain by the

sons of Murrogh Mac Sweeney, of the Tuatha

(that is, of the Districts in Donegal. See p. 52,

note on Tirconnell).

The castle of Leitrim was erected by O'Rourke,

i.e. Bryan, the son of Owen, while a great war

was earned on against him on eveiy side, viz. in

period above mentioned by the Four Masters, when the abbot was
beheaded : the extensive possessions of the monaster)' were seized

by the crown, and, according to Arclidall, were granted to Ed-
ward Wythe, and a castle at^erwards erected on its site by Ed-
ward, lord Blanev.

3c2
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Moylurg, in Muintir Eoluis, and in Brefney

O'Reilly, and his own son, supported by a party

IV. The Ancient Kings of Ulster.—In this article is con-

tinued tlie ancient liistory of Ulster, and in the preceding parts

accounts have been given of the various colonies tliat possessed

the country in the earliest ages, as the Partholanians, Nemedians,

Fomoriansj Firbolg and Danans. Partholan resided at Inis-Samer,

an island at the bay of Donegal, adjoining the town now called

Ballyshannon ; and, as already explained, various great battles

were' fought between the Nemedians and Fomorians in the terri-

tory now called Donegal, and in other parts of Ulster. When the

chief, named Ith, the son of Breogain, came from Spain to explore

Ireland, he proceeded to Ulster, where the Tuath-De-Danan

kings then resided, at the fortress of Aileach Neid, near Lough

Swilly, in Donegal ; but his forces were defeated, and he himself

was mortally wounded at a place called Magh-Ith, or Moy-Ith,

signifying the plain of Ith, which was situated, as appears by a

passage in the Annals of Inisfallenat the year 11 07, on the borders

of Tyrone, Derry, and Donegal, between Ardstraw, in Tyrone,

Raphoe in Donegal, and the city of Derry, but appears to liave

been chiefly in Donegal, in the barony of Raphoe, and adjoining

the ancient fortress of Aileacli. The Milesians from Spam, and

the Clanna Breogain, soon afterwards invaded Ireland, conquered

the Danans, and became masters of the country. The three sons

of Milesius divided the island amongst them ; Heber and his des-

cendants, called Hcberians, had Munster; Heremon and his pos-

terity, named iifcremoiijon.?, had Leinster and Meath, and tlie

descendants of Ir, the third son, called Irians, or Clanna Rory,
had Ulster, while Amergin, the fourth son of Milesius, was ap-

pointed chief bard of tlie kingdom, with great power and privi-

leges. In the division of tlie kingdom, the Firbolg tribes obtained

lands in Leinster, with the greater part of Connaught, which they

held in subjection to the Milesians. These events, according to

tlie old annalists, took place about a thousand years before the

Christian era. Many places in Ulster in those early ages derived

their names from the cbiefs of the Milesians and Clanna Breogain.

Miigh Miiirthemhnc, or the plain of Murhevney, now the plains

of tiie county of Loutli, derived its name from Murhevney, son of

Breogain, a chief of the Clanna Breogain, or Brigantes of Spain,

who accompanied the Milesians to Ireland. Sliabh Cuailgne,

now Slieve Guillion, in Armagh, derived its name from Cuailgne,

another son of Breogain, a celebrated commander, who was slain

there in a battle with the Danans ; he was buried on the moun-
tain, and a cairn, or huge heap of stones, was raised over him as a

sepulchral monument, which remains to this day. Sliabh Fuaidh, I

now the Fews mountains in Armagh, obtained their name from

Fuaidh, another son of Breogain, who was slain there by the

Danans. From Colpa the Swordsman, one of the sons of Mile-

sius, who was drowned while attempting to land, the place called

Inver Colpa, or the bay of Colpa, derived its name : it is situated

at the mouth of the Boyne near Drogheda, and tlie adjoining pa-

rish is called Colpe to the present day. Dun Sobairce, or the

fortress of Sobairce, derived its name from Sobairce, king of Ul-

ster, of the race of Ir, who erected a fortress, and resided there

nearly nine centuries before the Christian era; it is now called

Dunseverick, and is situated on a bold rock projecting into the

sea, near the Giant's Causeway ; some of the O'Kanes, chiefs in

Derry, and likewise of the Mac Quillans, powerful chiefs in An-
trim, tiad their residence in former times at the castle of Dunse-
verick, of which some ruins still remain. Ard Macha, or the

hill of Macha, now Armagh, was so called cither from ISlaclia,

wife of Nemedius, who, according to the old annalists, was buried

there more than a thousand years before the Christian era, or from

Macha, queen of Ireland, who had her residence there about four

centuries before the Christian era, as hereafter explained. Rath-
Mor-Muighe-Linne, or the Rath of Mora of Moylinne, an ancient

fortress and residence of the kings of Ulster, was so called, ac-

cording to O'Flaherty, and the Annals of Tigeaniacli, at A.D. 161,

from Mora, wife of Breasal, king of Ulster, and, according to

O' Flaherty's Ogjgia, this fortress was erected a short time pre-

viously in the second century, by Bania, daughter of the king of

of the men of Brefney, also warred against him

;

but he, however, completed the castle in a short

Denmark, and wife of the celebrated Tuathal Teachtmar, monarch
of Ireland. Ratli More of Moylinne was a residence of the kings

of Dalaradia, or Ulidia ; it is situated near Lough Neagh, in the

present parish of Antrim or Donegore, and the place is still

known as the Manor of Moylinny.
Kings of the Irian race.—The Irian kings, of the posterity of

Ir, ruled over Ulster for more than a thousand years, and for a
period of nearly seven centuries, namely, from about 350 years

before theChristian era to A.D. 332 ; they had their chief residence

at the palace of Eamhain Macha, or Emania, near Armagh, where
about thirty-five kings reigned, all of the Irian race, except three

or four of the Heremonians of Ulster ; and of these kings of

Emania, accounts are given in the Annals of Ulster and of Tigear-

nach, published by Dr. O'Connor in the Rer. Hib. Scriptores, and
in O'Flaherty's Ogygia. Of the Irian kings of Ulster, according

to the Ogygia, twenty-four became monarchs of Ireland, or Ard-
righfhej and also one queen of Ulster of the Irian race, namely
Macha, became queen of Ireland about 350 years before the Chris-
tian era, and was the only supreme queen that ever reigned over
Ireland ; she is called by the Irish writers Macha Mongruaidh,
signifying Macha of the red or golden tresses, from the colour of

her hair, and her name has been latinised Macha Auri-coma.
Amongst the most celebrated of the Irian kings of Ulster, who
also reigned as monarchs of Ireland, were OUamh Fodhla, or

Ollav Folia, the famous legislator, whose reign is placed by 'Tig-

earnach, O'Flaherty, and others, about seven centuries before the

Christian era : he founded the conventions of Tara, or great trien-

nial legislative assemblies, of which an account has been given at

p. 297 ill these annals. Cimbaofh, or Kirabaoth, king of Ulster,

who became monarch of Ireland from about 350 to 300 years be-

fore the Christian era, erected the palace of Eamhain Macha,
which was also partly constructed by his queen, the above-men-
tioned J^Iacha Mongruadh, daughter of Aodh Ruadh, or Hugh the

Red, a monarch of Ireland of the race of Ir, about four centuries

before the Ciiristian era, wlio was drowned at tlie place called

from him Eas-Aodha-Rnaidh, anglicised Easroe, signifying the

cataract of Red Hugh, and now known as the waterfall called the

Salmon-leap, on the river Erne, at Ballyshannon, in Donegal.

Macha was married to her cousin king Kimbaoth, who died of the

plague at Emania, and she reigned after him seven years as su-

preme queen of Ireland. According to Keating, Eamhain Macha
derived its name from queen Macha's having marked out the area

of the building by her breast-pin or bodkin, as Eo-niuin, or En-
mhuin, signifies a pin for the breast or neck: the name Eamhain
Macha is pronounced Evan-Macha, and latinised Emania. Rua-
raidhe Mor, that is, Rory or Roderick the Great, whose name,
according to the Ogygia, has been latinised Rudricius Magnus,
was seventy years king of Ulster, and seventeen years supreme
monarch of Ireland ; lie flourished about 150 years before the

Christian era, and was one of the most celebrated kings of the

Irian race ; the kings and chiefs of his posterity took the name
Clanna Rua-raidhe, or Clanna Rory, a name which O'Flaherty

and O'Connor have latinised Rudricii, anglicised Rudricians.

Conchobhar- Mac-Nessa, or Concovar, the son of IVessa, so called

from his mother Nessa, was a king of the Irian race, who lived at

Envania, and reigned over Ulster sixty years, and is highly cele-

brated in Irish history for his valour, munificence, and patronage

of the bards and learned men of his age ; he flourished at the

commencement of the Christian era, and died, according to the

Ogygia, A.D- 48. Some historians state that he became a believer

in the Christian faith in consequence of having heard an account
of the crucifixion. The reign of Concovar is very remarkable in

the works of the Irish bards, as connected with an account of the

famous heroes called the Red-Branch Knights of Ulster; the wars
between Ulster and Connaught, and many other extremely inte-

resting events in his time. From their first settlement in Ulster

down to the fourth century, the Irian kings ruled over that jiro-

vince for more than a thousand years ; during the ages before

the Christian era, as recorded by the old annalists, they had many
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space of time, and spoiled a great deal in Moylurg

on his enemies.

intestine commotions in Ulster among tliemselves, aud various

wars with the other provincial kings, and also with the Fomo-
rians or African pirates, who had settled in Ulster in remote ages,

and with the Firbolg tribes and Danans. No estimate can now
be formed of the unknown thousands who were slain in those san-

guinary wars, from the earliest times down to the Christian era,

comprising a period of many centuries

The Cuuhjnean War and Red-Branch Kniijhts of Ulster.—
The kings of Emauia established an order of warriors who were
liighly celebrated, andknownby the name Curuldhc-7ta-Craoibhe-

Ruaidhe, that is. Knights of the Red Branch, and they were so

called, it is supposed bysome, from bearing devices of red branches

in their banners, or, according to others, from their chief place of

residence, which was called Teach'na-Craoibhe-Ruaidhe, signi-

fying the house of the Red-Branch—a large building erected at

Emania, adjoining the palace of wliich it formed a part, and here

they bad their banqueting halls, where the kings of Emania gave
grand entertainments to guests and strangers ; there was also

another building called Craobh-Dearg, signifying also the Red-
Branch, where the knights kept their weapons, standards, and
military trophies, and made preparations for their battles and ex-

peditions ; adjoining these was a third building termed Uron-
Bearg, signifying the house of sorrow, where the sick and wound-
ed warriors received medical attendance, and were provided with

all things necessary for their recovery. A further account of the

palace of Emania is given in the subsequent part of this article.

The Red-Branch Knights flourished at Emania chiefly about the

commencement of the Christian era and the early part of the first

century, in the reign of the celebrated Concovar Mao Nessa, king

of Ulster ; indeed the period from the first to the fourth century

would appear to have been the most heroic era of Ireland, for

during that time flourished the renowned Red-Branch Knights

of Ulster ; the famous Fiana Eirionn, or Fenians of Ireland, who
ivere the chief warriors of Meath and Leinster; the Munster
heroes, designated Clanna Deagha, and the Damnonian or

Firbolg champions of Connaught called Clanna Morria. The
chief commanders of the Red-Branch Knights were the celebrated

champions Cuchullin ; Conall Cearnach, or Kearnach, that is,

Conall the victorious ; Celtcair-na-g-Cath, that is, Keltcar of the

battles, from whom Rath-Celtcair derived its name, afterwards

called Dun-da-leath-glas, now Downpatrick,and Laoghaire Buadh-
ach, or Laoghaire the valiant. The Cualgnean war, celebrated

by the bards under the name of Tain-Bo-Cuailgne, signifying the

spoil of the cattle of Cualgney, had its origin from the taking

of a great prey of cattle by the people of Connaught, commanded
by one of their champions named Ceat, the son of Magach,frorathe
neighbourhood of Cuailgne, now Slieve GuUion mountain, near

Armagh, and also from the plain of Muirthemne, now the county
of Louth. In consequence of this great cattle-spoil, arose the

Cualgnean war between Ulster and Connaught, which commenced,
according to O'Flaherty'sOgygia, eight years before the Christian

era, and continued for a period of seven years ; in its course many
bloody battles were fought, and in the various fierce conflicts, proba-
bly not less than fifty thousand men were slain on both sides. The
Ulster forces were commanded by their king, Concovar Mac Nessa,
by Conall Kearnach, Cuchullin, and the other chiefs of the Red-
Branch Knights above mentioned j the Connaught troops were
commanded by Ceat or Keat, the son of Magach, together with
Fergus Mac Koigh, a nephew of king Concovar, who was Riogh-
damhna, or prince presumptive of Ulster, but having revolted

against Concovar, he was expelled from Emania, and took refuge

at the court of Cruachan in Connaught, where he was received

into the favour of OilioU Mor and Meiva, then king and queen of

that province ; and being a very valiant warrior, he was placed

in command over the Connaught forces. Meadhbh, or Meva,
queen of Connaught, was daughter of Eochy Feiloch, monarch of

Ireland, of the race of Heremon, and the most celebrated of the

heroines of Ireland, conspicuous for her valour, abilities, and
beauty j she reigned over Connaught for ninety-eight years, and
died, according to the Ogygia, about the middle of the first cen-

A general invitation to an entertainment was

given by Roderick, the son of Teige Mac Der-

tury, in the 120th year of her age ; she resided at the palace of

Cruachan in Connaught, which was erected by her father, and
situated near Elphin, in Roscommon. Meva lived there in a style

of great splendour, and is highly celebrated by the Irish bards;

during the war with Ulster, this heroine, like one of the Amazons
of old, often commanded her own troops in person, and is repre-

sented by the historians as wearing an Aision, or golden crown,

on her head, seated in her war-chariot, proceeding to battle, and

surrounded by a retinue of war-chariots and champions. During
this war the palace of Emania was taken and plundered by the

Connaught troops ; and varioiis battles took place, in one of which
Firdia Mac Damhain, or Firdia, the son of Damhain, who was one

of the famous Damnonian or Firbolg champions of Connaught,

was slain in single combat by the hero Cuchulain, at a ford on a

river in Muirthemhne, which was called after him Ath-Firdia, or

the ford of Firdia, now Ardee in Louth. Keat, the son of Ma-
gach, another celebrated champion of Connaught, slew m single

combat many of the best warriors of Ulster ; but, while carrying

off their herds to Connaught, as trophies of victory, was pursued

and slain by Conall Kearnach, at a placo called from his death

.ilth-Ceit, or the ford of Keat ; Conall also slew Bealchu of Bref-

ney, another great champion of Connaught. Conall Kearnach
having proceeded with his forces to the pahice of Cruachan, in

Connaught, killed, with a thrust of his spear, OilioU More, hus-

band of queen Meva, and king of Connaught, and returning with

the spoils of the palace, was pursued by the Connaught warriors,

overtaken, and slain at a ford on a great river in Brefney, and the

place was called from him Benl-Atha-Chonaill , andis nowknown
as Ballyconnell iu the county of Cavan. This Conall Kearnach

was one of the most valiant and renowned of all the Irish war-

riors, and famous as a swordsman and wrestler ; lie was descend-

ed from the Irian kings of Ulster, called Clanna Rory, and his

son Irial-Glunmhar, was king of Ulster, for forty years about the

middleof the first century. The posterity of Conall Kearnach

possessed a great part of Dalaradia, now the county of Down and

part of Antrim, and also of Muirthemhne, now the county of

Louth, which was called from him Conall Muirthemhne, and

Machalre Chotiaill, or the plain of Conall. In the genealogies

of Keating and O'Brien many eminent families in Ireland are

mentioned as descendants of Conall Kearnach, as the Magennises,

lords of Iveagh in the county of Down ; the O'.Moores, princes of

Leix, in the Queen's county and Kildare, and many other chiefs,

of whom accounts are given m the subsequent jiart of this article

under (he head Irians. Cuchulain, the other great chief of the

Red- Branch Knights, was, like Conall Kearnach, his relative and

cotemporary, one of the most renowned of the Irish warriors for

strength and valour, and celebrated for many ages in the compo-

sitions of the hards ; he was paternally descended from the liere-

monian chiefs cf Ulscer called Ernans, or Clanna Deagha, and ma-
ternally from the Irian kings of Ulster. In the seventeenth year

of his age lie distinguished himself by his undaunted valour in

pursuing and attaching the Connaught troops who had carried off

the cattle spoils of Cualgney ; he afterwards became famous in

many battles and single coinbats with celebrated warriors ; he

had his chief fortress and residence at Dundealgan, now Dundalk,

and was slain, according to some accounts, in a great battle on

the plains of Jtuirthemhne, and, according to the Ogygia, in the

second year of the Christian era, in the 27th year of his age ; in

the Annals of Tigearnach, he is mentioned as the most renowned

heroof the Milesians. Cuchulain is made the hero of some of

Mac Pherson's Poems of Ossian, but these productions, though

containing many beautiful passages, are not the genuine Ossinnic

poems, and abound in anachronisms ; Cuchulain, who flourished

about the commencement of the Christiiin era, being placed by

him in the third century, and made cotemporary with Fioun Mac
Cumhaill and the Fenian warriors. Various Irish M.S. compo-

sitions on the Cualgnean war and Red-Branch Knights of Ulster,

are mentioned by Keating and O'Flaherty, by Dr. O'Connor, in

his notes on the Four Masters, and iu O'Reilly's Irish writers ; the

chief of them are Tain-Bo-Cuailgne, or the spoil of the cattle of
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mott and his wife, the daughter of Mac William

of Clanrickard, to the schools of Ireland, and to

Cuailsne ; BrUleach-Mu'ighe-Mttirthemne, or the battle of Moy
Murtliemney

; Den rg Rufithar-Chonalll-Cenrnaitjh, or tlie san-
guinary conflicts of Conall Kearnach, and Oidheadh-na-gCur-
rriidlie, or the death of the heroes ; a poem by Congal, a famous
bard, brotlier of queen Meva, on the death of the seven Maines,
princes so called, who were sons of Oilioll and Meva, and were
all slain in the Cualgnean war : this poem is quoted by O'Reilly.
Copies of tliese various compositions are in the collections of Sir
William Betham and other libraries, and if properly translated
and published, would be found to contiiin much curious and inte-

resting information on these remote periods of Irish history.

Kings of Ulster, from the Jirst to the fourth century.—The
following were the kings of Ulster who reigned at Emania during
that period according to O' Flaherty's Ogygia, the Annals of the
Four Masters, Tigearnach, and other authorities. Concovar Mae
Nessa, king of Ulster, died A.D. 48, and was succeeded by his
son Cumusgach, who reigned three years. Glaisne, another son
of Concovar, succeeded, and reigned nine years. Trial Glunnihar,
son of Conall Keaniach, succeeded as king of Ulster, and reigned
forty years, from A.D. 00 to A.D. 100. Fiaeha,son of Irial, suc-
ceeded, and after him Fiatach Fionn, of the race of Heremon, be-
came king of Ulster, and was also monarch of Ireland three years,
and died A.D. 119. Elim, who was of the Irian race, succeeded
as king of Ulster, and in his reign, in the beginning of the second
century, the Fi.-bolg tribes of Connaugiit revolted against the
monarchy, and being joined by Klim and the Irians of Ulster, de-
feated and slew the monarch Fiacha Finoladli, in a great battle
fought at Moybologue in Brefney, as related at page 345, and
Elim then became monarch of Ireland for four years, but was
defeated and slain, A.D 130, at tlie Bntfle of Aichle or Acoill,
near Tara, by Tualhal Teachtmar, son of tfie former monarch
Fiacha Finoladh; Tuathal then became monarch, and was one of
the most celebrated of tlie Irish kings of the race of Heremon.

The battle of Moylinny.—Mai, a descendant of Conall Kear-
nach, became king of Ulster after Elim, and in A.D. IGO the for-
ces of tlie monarch Tuathal, and tho.5e of the Irians of Ulster,
fought a great battle at Magh-Linne, in which king Tuathal was
defeated and slain by Mai, after he had reigned over Ireland thirty
years, and Mai then became monarch. The place where this
battle was fought in Dalaradia was called Moin-an-Calha, or the
Bog of the Battle, and likewise Ceann-Guba, or the Hill of Grief,
in the Four Masters, and the place was situated where the river
Ollar and Ollarha have their source, and is considered to have been
near the town of Antrim, or, according to others, in the vichiity of
Olderfleet, near Larne. Mai, after he had reigned as monarch of
Ireland four years, was slain, A.D. IfU by Feidhlim Reachtmar,
or Felim the Lawgiver, son of king Tuathal, and Felim became
monarch. Breasal succeeded his uncle Mai as king of Ulster for
nineteen years, and Tibradh Tireach, son of Breasal, succeeded
for tliirty years, and he slew Conn-Cead-Cathach, or Con of the
Hundred IJattles, the celebrated monarch of Ireland. Ogaman,
son of king Fiatach Fionn, of the race of Heremon, succeeded as
king of Ulster twelve years, and Aongus Gaibnion, grandson of
Tibradh, succeeded fifteen years. Fiacha Araidhe, son of Aon-
gus, succeeded for tenyears, and Fergus, surnamed Dubhdeadarh,
or black teeth, a descendant of Ogaman, succeeded as king of
Ulster four years, and usurped the monarchy for one year, having
expelled king Cormac from Tara ; but Cormac having collected
his army, tlie forces of Fergus were defeated, and he himself was
slain A.D. 2.34 at the great battle of Crionna in Meath. Rossa,
of the Riidrician race, or Clanna Rory, succeeded Fergus as king
of Ulster for one year, and Aongus Fionn, son of king Fergus,
succeeded for two years. Fergus Fogha, of the Irian race, suc-
ceeded and reigned as king of Ulster seventy-five years ; he was
slain, as hereafter explained, A.D. 332, and was the last of the
Ultonian kings of Emania.

The Battle of Dubhcomar.—Fiacha Sraibhtine, son of Cairbre
LicTeacbair, and grandson ofCorm.ac, both monarchs of Ireland, ofthe
race of Heremon, succeeded to the monarchy A.D. 296, and reigned
thirty-one years. Eochy Doimhlein, brother of king Fiacha, was

all those who were in the habit of receiving pre-

sents, to come to them at the Rock, (of Lough

married to Alechia, daughter of Updar, king of Alba, or Scotland,

by whom he had tliree sons called the three Collas, namely, Colla

Uais, or Colla the Noble; CoIla-da-Chrioch, or Colla of the two
Territories, and Colla Meann, or Colla the Famous. The three

CoIIas being very valiant, warlike, and ambitious princes, com-
bined against their uncle king Fiacha, and aspired to the monar-
chy ; they collected powerful forces, and being joined by seven

Catha or legions of the Damnoiiions or Firbolg tribes of Con-
naught, they fought A.D. 327, according to the Ogygia, a fierce

battle against the army of the monarch Fiacha at Crioch Rois,

south of Tailtean in Bregia, in which the royal army was defeated,

and many thousands on both sides, together with king Fiacha
himself, were slain. This was called the battle of Dubhcomair
from Dubhcomar, the chief Druid of king Fiacha, who was slain

there, and the place where the battle was fought was near Tel-

town, in a direction between Kells and Navan, near the river

Blaekwater in Meath. After gaining the battle, Colla Uais
usiirjied the monarcliy, and reigned four years, when he was com-
pelled to abdicate the throne by Miiiredach Tireach, or Muire-
dach the Patriot, son of king Fiacha, who then became monarch
of Ireland, The three Collas and their principal chiefs, to

the number of three hundred, were expelled from Ireland, and
forced to take refuge amongst their relatives in Albany ; but they
soon afterwards returned, and were pardoned by their coeeiu king
Muiredach.

The Battle of the Three Collas.—T\ie three Collas, assisted by
king Muiredach, collected a powerful army, and joined by nu-
merous auxiliaries, and seven legions of the Firbolg tribes of Con-
naught, marched into Ulster to wrest the sovereignty of that

province from the Irian kings. Fergus Fogha, king of Emania,
assembled bis forces to oppose them ; and both armies having met,
fought a tremendous battle, which continued for six successive

days ; but the Collas were at length victorious, the forces of Fer-
gus Fogha being vanquished, and himself slain; but Colla Meann
fell on the side of the victors. This engagement was called by
the Irish writers Cath-na-ttr'i-gColla,nr the battle of the three
Collas, and also Cath-Cairn-Eachahthdearg, being fought at a
place so called in Fernmoy, in Dalaradia, and the place is now
known as the parish of Aghaderg, in the barony of Iveagh, county
of Down, on the borders of Antrim and Armagh; and there is still

there a great heap of stones or earn at Drummillar, near Lough-
brickland. This battle was fought A.D. 332, and as there were
powerful forces collected on both sides, and the fierce contest

continued for six days, immense numbers must have been slain
;

probably not less than ten thousand men fell on both sides, and
the historians state that the slaughter was so great that the earth

was covered with dead bodies, from Carn Eochy to Glenrighe,

now the vale of the Newry river, a distance of about ten miles.

The victory of the three Collas transferred the sovereignty of
Ulster from the Irian kings, who reigned at Emania nearly seven

hundred years, to the Clan Colla, who were of the race of Here-
mon. Immediately after their victory, the Collas proceeded to

the palace of Emania, which they plundered and burned to the
ground, so that it never after became the habitation of any of the

Ultonian kings. The period assigned by O'Flaherty in his

Ogygia for the duration of Emania, from its first foundation by
king Kimbaoth, 3.52 years before the Christian era, to its destruc-
tion by the three Collas A.D. 332, is six hundred and eighty-four

years. In the Cualgnean war, and the numerous great battles

fought between the Irian kings of Ulster and the monarchs of Ire-

land, together with the battles of the three Collas, all comprising
a period of about 340 years of fierce contests, it is probable that

not less than one hundred and fifty thousand men were slain.

The Palace of Emania.—An account of the first erection of

Emania, and the origin of its name, has been given in the pre-

ceding part of the present article ; it was long a favourite theme
of the Irish bards, who celebrated its splendour under the Irian

kings, and its glories associated with the achiev'ements of the

renowned Red-Branch Knights of Ulster. Accounts are given of

great Legislative Assemblies held there in those early ages, and
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Kea, near Boyle), and they were all plentifully

supplied by that couple.

Teige, the son of Bryan, son of Manus Mac
Dermott Roe, was drowned in the Bann, while

along with O'Rourke's forces.

of magnificent entertainments by the kings, with various amuse-

ments peculiar to tliose times. In the preceding part of this ar-

ticle an account has been given of the habitations of the Red-
Branch Knights at Eraania, and the entire of the buildings appear

to have been of vast extent and rude magnificence, like the palace

of the ancient kings at Tara, surrounded with great earthen ram-
parts, and the interior buildings chiefly constructed of wood, par-

ticularly of oak, with which Ireland abounded in those early ages,

and these ancient palaces were also partly composed of great

stone walls without cement, in the style denominated Cyclopean

architecture. According to Colgan in his Trias Thauraaturga,

there were in his time, in the year 1C47, extensive remains of

Eiuania. The site of Emania is about two miles westward of Ar-

magh, near the river Callan, at a place called Navan hill, which

name was thus anglicised from the Irish Cnoc-Eui)ihnhi, or the

liill of Kmania ; and Dr. Stuart, in his History of Armagh says,

that near Navan bill is a townland called Crecve Roe, which, as

already explained, was the site of the habitation called Craobh-

Riiadh, which was the residence of the Red-Branch Knights.

Around Navan hill, between the base and summit, is a fosse and

moat, or earthen rampart, the whole comprising an area of about

firelvc acres ; and there are also there some circular mounds or

forts, so that these remains of ramparts, and great earth works

of such an extent as to include twelve acres, demonstrate the

greatness of the ancient palace and fortresses of Emania. Stuart

also states, that in an adjoining townland called Trea, there is an

earthen rampart or mound still traditionally called the stables of
the kings.

The following passages of a poem on Emania have been trans-

lated from a copy in thelilirary of Sir William Betham, of the an-

cient Irish work denominated Dinseanchus, which was written

by Amergin, a celebrated bard in the sixth century :

—

" This plain on which our steeds have ran.

According to the strictest testimony of truth

—

On it was built an abode to commemorate
The death of Macha, the wife of Nemedius.

" Before this famous fortress was erected,

Nemedius clear'd of woods twelve great plains

—

Of those was this pleasant plain.

O'er which they ruled with powerful sway.

" JIacha, always victorious and triumphant

;

The renowned daughter of Hugh of the red weapons

—

Here was she buried, the fairest of the fair.

Who by Rectaidh Righdcarg was slain.

" It was not formed without the attending aid

Of the stern sons of Dithorba—

•

An affair for the learned to perpetuate the name
Of Emania on the rising ground of the plain.

" In grief for her their sorrow to record
;

The hosts of Ulidia in every time

Held, unremittingly, in the east

The assembly of Macha on the great plain "

In the article on Ptolemy's Geography, at pp. 393, 394, an ac-

count has been given of the various tribes placed in Ulster by the

Greek geographer in the beginning of the second century, namely,

the Erneans, the Venicians, the Robosdians, the Darinians, and

the Uluntians or Ultonians. The following accounts of the tribes

and clans of ancient Ulster have been collected from the old a;i-

nalists, historians, and topographers.

Tlie Degudians, called by the Irish writers Clanna Deagaalh,

James Oge, the son of the prior Mac Coghlan,

was treacherously beheaded by Ceadach O'Me-
laghlin, in his own castle, i. e. Caislean-an-Fhead-

ain (in the barony of Garrycastle, King's county),

and great destruction befel the country on that

latinised Degad'ii, were the posterity of Aongus Turraeach, who
was a monarch of Ireland of the race of Hereraon, about 150
years before the Christian era ; Fiach, son of king Aongus, had a

son named Oilioll Aronn, who got great possessions in Ulster,

and his descendants, according to O'Flaherty, were called Ernaans,
but it is to be observed that they were quite a different tribe from
the Erneans of Brefney, who were of the Firbolg race. Senn,

son of Oilioll Aronn, had a son called Deag, and he and his bre-

thren, of the race of the Ernaans, being Heremonians, were ex-
pelled from Ulster by the Irians, or Clanna Rory, the ancient

possessors. Deag being a celebrated warrior, went witli his fol-

lowers to Munster, and was favourably received by Duach, king

of that province, and afterwards monarch of Ireland of the race

of Heber. After the death of Duach, Deag became king of Mim-
ster, and his tribe got extensive possessions in that province.

The Deagadians got their tribe-name, Claima Deagaidh, from this

Deag, and an account of them has been given at pp. 146, 150, in

the note on Thomond ; they settled in JIunster a short time before

the Christian era ; and during tlie first, second, and third centuries,

they make a remarkable figure in Irish history, as the chief

warriors and military commanders of Munster ; several of them be-

came kings of Munster, and three of tiiem were also monarchs of

Ireland, namely, Ederscol, grandson of Deag, and the son of Eder-
scol, namely, Conaire Mor, or Conary the Great, a celebrated

monarch, who made military expeditions to Gaul and Britain.

According to the Ogygia, Conaire reigned sixty years, and died

A.D. 60; and his reign is remarkable, as during it the liirth of

Christ took place. Conaire II., a descendant of Conaire I. was
monarch of Ireland, eight years, in the beginning of the third cen-

tury, and died A.D. 2:20, according to the Ogygia. The Dega-
dians, or Ernaans of Munster, are designated in O'Heerin's Topo-
graphical Poem as " the princes of lima of the golden shields."

Of the race of the Degadians, according to Keating, O'Flaherty,

and O'Brien, were the O'Falveys of Kerry, hereditary admirals

of Desmond, the O'Connells of Kerry, Limerick, and Clare ; the

O'Flynns, O'Sheas, O'Cullenans, O'Douegans, and some other

chiefs of note in JIunster, of whom accounts have been given in

the notes on Thomond, Desmond, and Ormond.
The Dalriedians, or Dalriedinians, were a branch of the

above mentioned Degadians of the race of Heremon, being des-

cended from Cairbre Riada, one of the sons of the monarch
Conaire II. ; from Cairbre Riada his posterity took the tribe

name Dal-Riadimh, signifying the descendants of Riada, as the

Irish term Dal means a part, a tribe, or posterity ; hence it was
prefixed to many tribe names ; the name of the tribe of Dalriada

has been latinised by O'Flaherty and others Dalriedli and Dal-
riedlni, and the territory they possessed was denominated Dal-
rieda and Dalriada. Cairbre Riada and liis posterity obtained an

extensive territory in Ulster called from them Dalriada, which
now forms the northern parts of the county of Antrim ; this

Cairbre Riada was a celebrated warrior, and, according to the

Irish historians, and the venerable Bede, he led his forces into

that part of North Britain called Albany, now the west of Scot-

land, and settled a colony there in the territory which now forms

Argyleshire, and other adjoining parts of Scotland, during the

reign of Art, monarch of Ireland, in the early part of the third

century. Before that period, and even previous to the Christian

era, colonies frcm Ireland settled in Albany, or Scotland, and
some of the Firbolg tribes of Connaught, called Attacots, who
were expelled from Ireland in the first and second century, set-

tled in the western parts of Scotland ; various alliances and in-

termarriages between the Irish kings and the kings of the Picts

and Caledonians, are mentioned by the Irish historians before the

Christian era. Various other colonies, chiefly from Ulster, went
to Albany from the third to the fifth century, and conquered a
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account, Felim O'Melaghlin brought the Eng-

lish and the treasurer (sir William Brabazon)

with him to Delvin; but, however, they could

not take the castle of Fedan, and they re-

great part of Scotland from tlie Picts and Caledonians. The

country conquered by Cairbre Riada, and his followers in Albany,

was denominated the kingdom of Dalriada, and the colony was

called Dalriedians, like their ancestors in Ireland. In the latter

end of the fifth century Ere, or Eric, a descendant of Cairbre

Hiada, was prince of Dalriada in Ulster, and his sons Fergus,

Loarn, and Aongus, led another colony from Ulster to Albany,

and became masters of a great part of Western Scotland, as Argyle-

shire, Bute, the Hebrides, &c. ; and Loam became the first king of

the Albanian Scots in the beginning of the sixth century, A.D.

503. Fergus, brother of Loarn, succeeded asking, A.D. 513,

and kings, the descendants of Loarn and Fergus, ruled in

succession till the ninth century, when Kinneth Mac Alpin, one

of their posterity, became king of Albany, and in A. D. 842, he

conquered the kingdom of the Picts, and thus became the first king

of all Scotland. Of the Dalriadic race, who were a branch, as

above shewn, of the Irish Milesians, of the race of Heremon,

sixty-one kings reigned over Albany or Scotland, according to

O'Flaherty's Ogygia, and other authorities, during a period of

783 years, from" king Loam, A. D. 503, to the death of Alexander

III. king of Scotland A.D. 128G. The Scottish kings of the

houses of Baliol and Bruce, and lastly the house of Stuart, kings

of Scotland and of Great Britain, were maternally a branch of

the Dalriadic kings, descended from the Milesian Irish race, as

shown in O'Flaherty's Ogygia, Charles O'Conor's Ogygia Vi n-

dicated, Chalmer's Caledonia, and likewise in the learned Dr.

Slater's poem, entitled Palo:-Albion, on the history of Great Bri-

tain, in which is the following passage, speaking of king James I.

of England

—

" At quoniam Arcto Scotico Bex noster ab orbe.

Nee minus occiduis, perhibent, Scotus ortus Hibemis,

Qui Britonum parent sceptris, mihi pauca recensens

Musa age, et Ogygios leraes referato colonos.

Insula Vergivio circuni undique cincta profundo,

Qute ftierit Graiis olim glacialis lerne."

" But since our monarch is sprung from the northern Scottish

world, and as likewise shown, be is a Scot, descended from the

western Hibernians, who are subject to the British sceptre; re-

lating a few matters, O Muse ! proceed to describe the Ogygian

lernian colonists (the Irish), whose island, encompased by the

deep Vergivian sea, was in ancient times known to the Greeks as

the icy lerne." In Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, in the reign of

James I. the following passage is quoted from a speech delivered

by king James at the Council talile hi White Hall, on the 21st

of April, 1613 :
—" There is a double cause why I should be care-

ful of the welfare of that people, (the Irish) first as king of Eng-

land, by reason of the long possession the crown of England hath

had of that land ; and also as king of Scotland, for the ancient

kings of Scotland are descended of the kings of Ireland."

The Dalaradimu, in Irish Dal-Araidhc, a name which has

been latinised I)ahiradii,*v!ere so called as descendants of Fiaclia

Araidhe, a king of Ulster in the third century, who was of the

Irian race, or Clanna Rory ; his posterity chiefly possessed the

territory called from them Dalaraidhe, and latinised Dalaradla,

which comprised the present county of Down, with the southern

parts of Antrim, as explained hi the note on Dalaradia, and this

territory was also called UUdin ; the Dalaradians were the

same as the Irians, hereafter described.

The Crnthneans, or Picts, called by the Irish CruUhnldh,
and latinised Cc«W(e?i(, of whom an account has been given at

p. 26G, sent colonies from Scotland to Ireland about a century

before the Christian era, and these Cruthenians were located chiefly

in Dalaradia, now the counties of Down and Antrim, and also in

a part of Derry, and were mixed by intermarriages with the

Irians ; several kings and chiefs of those Irish Picts are men-
tioned in the old annalists.

turned home, after having destroyed a great deal.

Donal, the son of Ferdorcha Mae Coghlan,

chief of his own sept, died before James Oge, the

son of the prior, had been slain.

The Irians, of whom accounts have been given in the precedmg

parts of the articles on Ulster, were also called Clanna Rory, a

name anglicised Rudricians, and latinised Rudricii, as before ex-

plained, being the descendants of the monarch Rughraidhe, of

the race of Ir. Tliey were divided into two great branches,

namely, the descendants of the renowned warriors Conall Kear-

nach, called Clann-ConalU, and the posterity of his cotemporary

and relative Fergus Alac Hoigh, king of Ulster, both of whom
flourished in the beginning of the first century, and of whom ac-

counts have been given in the preceding part of this article, under

the Red-Branch Knights. Tlie Clann-Conu'dl, or descendants

of Conall Kearnach, according to the genealogies of Keating,

O'Flaherty, O'Brien, and O'Halloran, were theO'Moores, princes

of Leix, in Kildare and Queen's county ; the Magennises,

lords of Iveagh, in the county of Down, who possessed the baro-

nies of upper and lower Iveagh and Lecale, with part of Mourne ;

the O'Donleveys, or Mac Dunleveys, who were in ancient times kings

andprincesof Uladh orUlidia,now the county of Down, and part

of A utrim ; the Mac Eochys, princes of Dalaradia, a name now ren-

dered O'Heoghey and Hoey, and they were a branch of the Mac
Dunleveys ; the O'Loiugsys or Lynches ; and the O'Lalors or

Lawlors, who were in ancient times likewise princes of Dalaradia,

and also chiefs of note in Leix, or Queen's county; the O'Gar-

veys, who were powerful cliiefs in Down and Armagh, of whom
accounts are given at the end of O'Brien's Irish Dictionary ; the

JIac Artans, or Mac Cartans, lords of Kinel Fogartaigh, now the

baronies of Kinelearty and Dufferin, in the county of Down ; the

Mac Gowans, or O'Gowans, a name anglicised Smiths, were pow-
erful chiefs in Down, and many clans of tliem also settled in

Donegal, Leitrim, and Cavan ; the Mac Wards, clans in Down
and Donegal ; the O'Carolaiis, chiefs of Clan Dermott, near

Derry ; the O'Kenneys, chiefs in Louth, and others.

The Clan-Fergus were the descendants of Fergus, surnamed

Mac Hoigh, from his mother Roigh or Hogia, and was son of

Rossa Ruadh, or Ross the Red, and grandson of Rughruidhe, the

celebrated king of Ulster, and monarch of Ireland, before men-
tioned ; Fergus was three years king of Ulster about the begin-

ning of the Christian era, but was dethroned by his uncle Conco-

var Mac Nessa, who became king of Ulster. Fergus was expelled

from Emania, and retired to Connaught, where he was well re-

ceived by Meva, the famous queen of that province, by whom he

had three sons named Ciar, Core, and Conniac. Ciar settled in

west Munster, and possessed a large territory called from hira

Ciar-Rioghachf, signifying the kingdom of Ciar, from which was
derived the name of the county of Kerry ; from this Ciar were

descended the O'Conors in ancient times, kings and princes of

Kerry ; and also the O'Scanlans, chiefs in Kerry, and likewise in

the county of Louth, and also the O'Brosnaghans. From Core,

the second son, who possessed a large territory in North Munster,

or Thomond, were descended the O'Conors, lords of Corcomroe,

in the county of Clare, and the O'Loghlins, who were styled prin-

ces and lords of Barren, in Clare ; also the O'CahiUs, O'Conways,

O'Caseys, O'Tierneys, some of whom anglicised the name to Lord,

the word Tiarna in Irish signifying a lord ; the O'Marcachans,

or O'Markeys, some of whom changed the name to Ryder, the

word Marcach in Irish meaning a horseman ; these chiefs and

clans were located in different parts of Munster, and also in Ul-

ster. Conmac, the third son, and his posterity, called Conmnc-
7tians, possessed extensive territories, named from them Con-

raaicne in Annaly,or Longford, in West Brefney or Leitrim, and

also in Gahvay and Alayo. The chief families of the Conraacnians

were the O'Ferralls, princes and lords of Annaly, or Longford

;

the Mac Rannalls, a name anglicised to Reynolds, who were lords

of Conmaicne of Moy-Rein and Muintir-Eoluis, in Leitrim; the

Mac Keoghs, who were chiefs in Galway, and also in Leinster
;

tlie MacShanleys; O'Rodaghans : Mac Dorchys; O'Mulveys;

O'Morans, and O'Mannings, chiefs and clans in various parts of
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OISTEROUS and ex-

cessively stormy \rea-

ther, both frost and

snow, happened in the

beginning of this year,

which prevented tillage

and ploughing from

being properly per-

formed throughout Ire-

land.

O'CarroIl, i.e. Fer-

ganainm, the son of

Mulroona, was treache-

rously killed, although

blind, by Teige, the son of Douogh, son of .John

O'CarroIl, his kinsman,and by the son of O'Mulloy,

Longford, Leitrim, and Roscommon. An account of all the chiefs

and clans of the Irian race, and the territories possessed by each,

will be found in the notes on Dalaradia, Orgiall, Brefney, Annaly,

Leix, Thoinond, and Desmond.
The Dolfiatack'iuns, in Irish Dal-Fiatach, latinised Dnlfia-

tncii, were so called, as the descendants of Fiatach Fionn, or Fia-

tach the Fair, who was king of Ulster, and monarch of Ireland in

the beginning of the second century, and of the race of Hereraon.

The Dalfiatachians were a powerful tribe in Ulster, and located

chiefly in the territories whicli now form the county of Down, and

in parts of Antrim, Armagh, and Louth. Ogaman, King of Ul-

ster, who has been already mentioned, was of this tribe, and his

descendant, Fergus, was king of Ulster and monarch of Ireland
;

Eochy Gonnat, or Eochy the Wounder, grandson of Fergus, be-

came monarch of Ireland for about one year after the celebrated

Cormac, and died A. D. 279, according to Ogygia. Many of the

race of Dalfiatach were kings of Ulladh, or Ulidia, from the

fourth to the twelfth century, of whom accounts are given by

O'Flaherty and Mac Firhis. According to Colgan, as quoted by

Mac Geoghegan, Eochy, son of Muredach, of the tribe of Dalfia-

tach, was king of Ulidia in the time of St. Patrick; but being an

obstinate Pagan, and having opposed the apostle, the sceptre was
transferred to his brother Carroll, and many of his posterity be-

came kings of Ulidia. The O'Carrolls, kings and princes of Or-
giall for many centuries, were, according to Mac Geoghegan, the

descendants of the above mentioned Carroll ; but according to

other authorities, the O'Carrolls were of the race of Clan Colla,

as hereafter explained. The O'Carrolls ruled over Orgiall, chiefly

in that part of it now forming the county of Louth, down to the

Anglo-Norman invasion, when John de Courcey and his followers

conquered Louth and a great part of Ulster. Donogh O'CarroIl,

prince of Orgiall, the last celebrated chiefof this race, in co-opera-

tion with St. Malachy, archbishop of Armagh, in the twelfth cen-

tury, A. D. 1142, founded andamply endowed the famous Cistercian

monastery of Mellifont in Louth, the first of that order established

in Ireland, which was filled with monks sent over by St. Bernard

from his abbey of Clareval in France ; the monastery of Mellifont,

which had extensive possessions, was for many centuries celebrated

as a seat of learning and religion, and some of its venerable rains

still remain. larlath, the second archbishop of Armagh, after St.

Patrick, was of the tribe of Dalfiatach, and there were many other

eminent men of this race. The Mac Cans, ancient chiefs of note.

i. e. John, the son ofDonogh Caoch, in the castle of

Clonlis (in King's county) ; and although O'Car-

roIl was at the time an old man, and far advanced

in years, he had performed such feats of arms,

and given such assistance as redounded to his fame

and renown against his slayers ; twelve of his

people were slain along with him.

O'Mulloy, i. e. Cahir, a man of great fame and

excellence in his own time, died.

Tessauran (in the barony of Garrycastle, King's

county), both houses and churches, was burned

and plundered exactly in Lent, by the sons of

O'Madden, namely Murrogh, Breasal, and Ca-

thal.

Felim O'Melaghhn proceeded after that to

Clonfert, and plundered and demolished the great

church and monastery at Clonfert.

Tuathal Balbh (the Stammerer), the son of John,

son of Roderick O'Gallagher, one of the most

and lords of Clanbrcasail, now the baronies of O'Neilland in Ar-

magh, were of the raceof Dalfiatach, according to Mac Geoghegan.

The Ulidian Kings.— After the conquest of the kings of

Emania by the Clan Colla hi the fourth century, the ancient kings

of Ulster, of the Irian race, lost the greater part of that province,

and were confined to Ulladh, or Ulidia, which name it appearsthey

gave to the territory, more anciently called Dalaradia, and which

comprised the present county of Down and southern parts of

Antrim, over which some of the Irians, of the race of Conall,

Kearnach, and others of the tribe of Dalfiatach, ruled as kings,

princes, and chiefs, from the fourth century till the Anglo-Norman
invasion and conquest of a great part of Ulster by John de Courcey

and his followers, in the latter end of the twelfth century. The
kings of Ulidia had their chief residence and fortress at Rath-

Celtcar, which was also called Dun-da-Lethglas, afterwards

Downpatrick, and accounts of these Ulidian kings are given in

the annals of Tigearnach, of Ulster, and of the Four Masters.

The OrgieUlans, or race of Clan Colla.—An account of the

princes named the three Collas has been given in the preceding

part of this article. After their conquest of the Irian kings, and

the destruction of Emania, in the early part of the fourth century,

they became possessed of the greater part of Ulster, and founded

the kingdom of Orgiall, which was long possessed by their pos-

terity. Ancient Orgiall comprised the territories which now form

the counties of Louth, Monaghan, and Armagh ; but Ihe term

Orgiall was also originally extended to parts of Tyrone, Derry,

and Antrim, and likewise to Fermanagh,—over all which terri-

tories the raceof Clan Colla had extended their authority; but

they were deprived of a great part of their possessions in the fifth

century by the Hy Niall race, as hereafter explained. The name
Olrgiall, QT Alrglallmt,helx-\Ai, was latinised by O'Flaherty

and others OrgielUa and BrgalUa, and anglicised Orgiall and

Oriel, and sometimes Uriel ; but the term Oriel was, in after

times, chiefly confined to the present county of Louth. The
chief residence of the kings and princes of the race of Clan Colla

in early times was at Clogher in Tyrone, which v\as also a great

seat of Druidism, and got its name from the Ctoch-Oir, or golden

stone, a famous i)ruidic idol, which was worshipped there. The
following were the chiefs and tribes of the race of Clan Colla, who
were a branch of the Heremonians. The Mac Donnells of Dal-

riada, who became earls of Antrim, and likewise the Mac Don-
nells of the Hebrides in Scotland, who were lords of the Isles ; the

3h
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powerful men among the chiefs of Tirconnell, died

in February ; he was a man of great bravery and

valour, who slew and subdued all opponents, and

never went to battle or conflict, but he carried

away hostages. It happened to him at one time,

while on a visit, that he heard one of the friars of

Donegal preaching a sermon, and in the course

of the sermon he heard it stated, that those who

slew, or shed blood, should have a bad reward
;

and having pondered upon this subject in his

mind, he put on the resolution of never wounding

any man, which he fulfilled during his life.

Mac Quillan, i.e. Roderick, the son of Walter,

gave the sons of Hugh O'Neill a great overthrow,

in which Angus, the son of Donogh, son of Maol-

muriy Mac Sweeney, and a number of the gal-

loglasses of Tirconnell were slain ; a company of

galloglasses, of the Clan Donnell (Mac Donnells),

with many others, were also slain there. Mac
Quillan marched a second time with a force

against the sons of Hugh O'Neill, and slew Con

and Donal, the sons of Hugh.

O'Donnell, i. e. Manus, having gone to the

Saxon lord justice (Sir Anthony St. Leger) at

Cavan ; the lord justice received him with great

honour and respect, and they formed a league of

peace and amity with each other on that oc-

casion.

The eastern Cranoge, on the lake of Glen-Dallain

(a fortress on the lake of Glencar, or Glennade, in

Leitrim), was taken by the sons of Donal, son of

Donogh O'Rourke, from Donogh, the son of

Donoo-h O'Rourke. In some time after, the sons

of Donogh O'Rourke, namely, Donal and Ferga-

nainm, made an attack on the Cranoge, and pri-

Mac Mahons of Monaghan and Lontli, who were princes of Or-

giall, and lords of Monaghan ; the O'CarroUs, already mentioned,

who were princes of Orgiall hefore the Mac Mahons in the

eleventh and twelfth centuries, were, according to some accounts,

of the race of Clan Cnlla, but of the tribe of Dalfiataeh according

to others ; the Maguires, princes and lords of Fermanagh, and

barons of Enniskillen ; the O'Haulons, lords of Orior, in Armagh,
and Royal Standard Bearers of Ulster; the O'Kellys, princes and

lords oi' Hy Maine in Galway and Roscommon ; the O'Maddens,
lords of Siol Anmcha, inGalway ; O'Naghtans, or O'Nortons ; and

the O'Mulallys, chiefs of note in Galway ; the Mac Evoys,

chiefs of the barony of Moygoish in Westmeath ; the O'Flanagans,

lords of Tura, in Fermanagh; the O'Muldoons, chiefs of Lurg;

the O'Cassidys, chiefs of Code ; the Mac Gillfinnens, lords of

Pettigoe ; the Mac Donnells, chiefs of Clankelly ; the Mac Man-
uses, Magraths, and Mac Tullys, were all chiefs of note in Fer-

managh. The Mae Kennas, cliiefs of Truagh, in Monaghan ; the

O'Neneys, or Mac ^'eneys ; the O'Hanrattys ; O'Connollys

;

O'Neillans ; O'Boylans; Mac Ardells; Mac Osgars ; Mac Gil-

vately set fire to the fortress ; that act was per-

ceived and detected, and they were pui'sued on the

lake, and were overtaken by the sons of Donal

;

Ferganainm, the son of Donogh, was slain, and

drowned by them ; and Donal having been taken

prisoner, was hanged by the sons of Donal,

the son of Donogh O'Rourke.

O'Donnell, i. e. Manus, marched with a force

to join the Saxon lord justice in Tyrone, and they

overran and spoiled the coimtry on that occasion ;

the lord justice came back into Meath, and

O'Donnell having parted with him, returned

through Tyrone, and arrived safe, without getting

battle or ojjposition going or coming on that ex-

pedition. O'Donnell directed his march on the

eastern side of the lake (Lough Erne) in Fer-

managh, and spoiled Cuil-na-Noirear, and all the

countiy on the eastern side of the lake, both by
land and islands, having his boats and vessels

spoiling and preying the islands, while his forces

plundered by land, so that he left them without

corn that year.

O'Donnell, in some time after that, marched

with his forces into Fermanagh, on the western

side of the lake, and sent a portion of his forces

in boats along the lake, while he himself, with the

remainder, proceeded by land ; they conjointly

plundered the country, both by land and water,

as far as Enniskillen ; they broke and demolished

the castle of Enniskillen, and victoriously returned

safe from that expedition.

Donal, the son of Niall Garv, son of Hugh
Roe (O'Donnell), was slain by O'Boyle, after

Donal had gone to aid Torlogh, the son of

O'Boyle, in opposition to his father ; they at first

Michaels, or Mitchells, and the O'Keirans, were all cliiefs of note

in various parts of Louth, Monaghan, and Armagh ; the Mac
Sheeheys, great commanders of galloglasses in Ulster, and also

in Leinsler and Munster ; the Mac Cabes of Monaghan and Cavan,
also celebrated commanders of galloglasses, under the O'Reillys

and O'Rourkes, princes of both Brefneys and in various parts of
Ulster ; the Magees and Mac Gilmores, chiefs in Down and An-
trim ; the O'Flynns, lords of Hy Tuirtre, a territory along Lough
Neagh, in the county of Antrim ; the Mac Rorys ; Mac Dougalls,

or Mac Dowells ; the Mac AUisters, some of whom changed the
name to Saunderson ; the Mac Cleans, all chiefs of note in

Down and Antrim, and likewise all the same clansof the Hebrides
in Scotland ; the Mac Quillans, powerful chiefs in Antrim, in

former times, are by some considered to have been of the race of

Clan Colla, and to have come from Scotland ; but, according to

others, they came from Wales. Accounts of the various chiefs of

the race of Clan Colla, and the territories possessed by each, have
been given in the notes on Orgiall, Dalaradia, Dalriada, Ferma-
nagh, South Comiaught, Brefney, and Meath.
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put O'Boyle to flight, but O'Boyle having turned

on them, defeated them, and slew the son of NiaU

O'Donnell.

Con, the son of Bryan, son of Owen O'Rourke,

was slain by the Clan Manus of Tirtuathail.

Mac Ward, i. e. Conor Roe, the son of Fergal,

chief professor in poetry to O'Donnell, a president

of schools, and a man profoundly learned in

poetry and other arts ; a man who founded and

maintained an open house for general hospitality,

died, after extreme unction and repentance, on

the 20th of December.

A.D. 1542.

The son of O'Neill, i. e. Felim Caoch, the son

(ff Con, son of Con, was slain by Mac Donnell of

the galloglasses, with one blow of a dart, and two

other sons of O'Neill died.

Bryan, the son of Niall Connallach, son of Art

Oge, son of Con O'Neill, heir apparent to the

lordship of TjTone, the most distinguished man
that came of the race of Eogan, the son of NiaU,

for a long period, for nobility, hospitality, and

feats of arms, died in the old castle.

The son of O'Brien, i. e. Torlogh, the son of

Murrogh, son of Torlogh, the most distinguished

man of his age, in his time, for manual action,

fame, and excellence, died at Inchiquin.

The son of Con Mac Conmeadha, son of

Donogh, son of Roderick, son of Mac Concean-

moir, was unkindredly slain by the son of Con,

son of Roderick, son of Con, son of Roderick, son

of Mac Concheanmoir.

Cormac, the son of Dermod, son of Teige Cam
O'Clery, a worthy friar minor of the convent of

Donegal, died.

Mac Conway, i. e. Bryan Dorcha, the son of

Solam (Solomon), a man eminent in poetry and

literature, a man of affluence and great

wealth, and who kept an open house of general

hospitahty for all persons, died about the fes-

tival of ColumkiUe, through the miracles of God
and ColumkiUe, and through the malediction of

O'Robartaigh, because he had violated and dis-

honoured the great cross which he had struck

previous to that time.

O'Melaghlin, i.e. Felim Oge, the son of Felim,

son of Con, son of Art, son of Con, son of Cormac

Oge, son of Cormac Ballach, was slain at Ballysgi-

gin (Gigginstown, barony of Delvin, Westmeath),

in the night, by the sons of Mac Geoghegan, Conla,

and Cedach Roe, and by Edmond Roe Dillon ; he

was a man duly entitled to the titles and lordship

of his ancestors, and it was to record the death

of O'Melaghlin, the ibllowing was composed:

*' One thousand and five liundred years,

And forty-two without falsehood
;

From the birth of Christ, through the sin of the Tree,

To the death of Felim O'Melaghlui."

The sons of O'Madden marched with their

forces to attack the castle of Fedan (in King's

county) ; they plundered and burned the town,

and slew Malachy O'Raighne on that occasion

;

the people of the countiy pursued them to Tigh-

Sarain (Tessauran), but were, however, defeated,

and Malachy, the son of Edmond Mac Coghlan,

David, the son of Fehm, son of Donogh, and

Torlogh, the son of Fergal, son of Conor, with

many others, were slain on the 4th of the Nones
of October.

O'Donnell, i. e. Manus, marched with a force

into North Connaught, and was accompained by
his sons, Calvach and Hugh ; those sons and

O'Dogherty proceeded before the main body to

Ballymote, and having plundered Mac Donogh,

they carried away the prey to O'Donnell ; the

chiefs of North Connaught, and particularly jMac

Donogh of Ballymote, who sought after his pro-

perty, came to O'Donnell, and paid him his tribute

on that occasion.

O'Conor, i. e. Torlogh Roe, was taken prisoner

by Roderick, the son of Teige Mac Dermott, on

the Rock of Lough Kea.

The Calvach O'Donnell went on a predatory ex-

cursion against the sept of Hugh Ballach, son of

Donal, and he plundered and slew some of them,

and victoriously returned home safe.

O'Donnell and Calvach marched with a force

in the summer of this year, and were joined by

O'Rourke, i. e. Biyan Ballach, and also by

O'Kane, i. e. Manus, the son of Donogh, with

their forces. When those combined forces col-

lected, they resolved to march against Mac Quillan,

i. e. Roderick, the son of Walter, and did not halt

until they an-ived at the Bann, where they divided

the forces into three companies, to pass the

fords, as the boats of the Bann were taken

3 11 2
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away from them. Mac Quillan, with a large force

of the English along with him, was at the other

side of the river, guarding it, to prevent them

from crossing it ; but, however, they succeeded in

crossing the Bann despite of them, although in

doing so they ran great risk and imminent danger

of being drowned. After having landed, they dis-

patched their light scouring parties through the

countiy, some as far as Cnoc-Lea (Knocklaide, in

Antrim), and another party along the Bann south-

wards; and they seized an immense substantial

booty and great preys in every place through

which they passed; however, the parties com-

manded by Calvach O'Donnell, by O'Rourke,

and by O'Kane, took greater booty and more

numerous preys than the other forces did. Each

of those forces encamped separately with their

preys and booty that night. O'Donnell on the

following day commanded them to destroy and

slaughter this great cattle prey, which was done

accordingly ; and it would be difficult to enume-

rate or relate the vast number of cattle that had

been destroyed there, besides all the live stock

that the people of Brefney and the O'Kanes car-

ried off with them to their respective countries.

After that Mac Quillan came to O'Donnell, and

gave him great presents, consisting of horses,

armour, and valuable articles, and made peace

with him. O'Donnell and his forces returned

home safe and victoriously from that expedition.

Mac Quillan, i. e. Roderick, the son of Walter,

and the son of Mac Donnell, entered the territory

of O'Kane, and committed great depredations.

O'Kane, i. e. Manus, the son of Donogh, went in

pursuit of the prey, accompanied by a party of the

Mac Sweeneys who were then with him, namely,

the son of Mac Sweeney of Fanat, and the sept

of Roderick Mac Sweeney. O'Kane and the Mac

Sweeneys having overtaken Mac Quillan carrying

off the prey, a fierce engagement ensued between

them, in which the son of Mac QuOlan, and the

Scots who were along with him, were defeated

with great slaughter, and the son of Alexander

Carrach Mac Donnell, and the son of Mac Shane,

with many others of Mac Quillan's forces, were

slain. Mac Quillan himself, and the son of Mac
Donnell, escaped with difficulty, and a great num-

ber of their people were drowned in crossing the

Bann.

Mac Quillan, after having brought to his aid

the Saxon treasurer (Sir William Brabazon), with

alarge body of English, marched a second time with

his forces against O'Kane. They took O'Kane's

castle at Leim-an-Mhadaigh (Newtown-Limavady

in the county of Derry), and slew and destroyed

all the guards that were in the fortress ; and Mac
Quillan departed safe after victory on that occa-

sion. Mac Quillan, in some time after, took the

Mac Sweeneys into his pay, namely, the sept of

Roderick Mac Sweeney ; the son of Donogh, son of

Mac Sweeney of the Districts ; the son of Mur-

rogh Mac Sweeney, and the son of Mac Sweeney

of Banagh, with a great many more young men
of the Clan Sweeney. The Mac Sweeneys having

gone to Mac Quillan's place, were received in the

most honourable and friendly manner Ijy hii#;

but, while arranging and stipulating their terms

with him, a treacherous and malicious plot was

concocted and agreed on by the son of Mac Don-

nell, by the Scots, and also by Mac Quillan's

people, to attack this noble and brave clan of the

Mac Sweeneys, after having gone thither, and

after having agreed in their compact with Mac
Quillan. They resolved on putting this plan into

execution, and they accordingly attacked them

unguarded and unawares after having departed

from Mac Quillan's town, so that they slew the

greater portion of them ; the son of Mac Sweeney

of Banagh, and the son of Murrogh Mac Sweeney,

were slain there, and only a few of them escaped

that massacre.

The crew of a long ship came from the west of

Connaught to Tirconnell for the purpose of plun-

der and traffic, and landed at Rathlin of Muintir

Birne (Rathlin O'Birne Islands, off the coast of

Donegal), in Tir Boghaine (barony of Banagh).

Torlogh, the son of Mac Sweeney of Banagh,

having received intelligence of this, attacked and

slaughtered them, so that not one escaped to tell

the tale except alone their chief and leader who
commanded them, namely, the son of O'Flaherty,

to whom Torlogh gave quarter, and had him

escorted home safe to Conmaicnemara (Conna-

marra, in Galway).

O'Donnell, i. e. Manus, the son of Hugh, son

of Hugh Roe, marched with a force into Con-

naught in the harvest of this year, and the chiefs

of North Connaught came to him in peace and
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friendship and paid him his tribute, and humbly

submitted to his government, after which he re-

turned to his home.

Not long after O'Donnell had disbanded his

forces, Mac William of Clanrickard, namely,

Ulick of the Heads, the son of Rickard, and Mac
William Burke, i. e. David, the son of Ulick, col-

lected another great force to march into North

Connaught. In the first place, they took the

town of O'Flanagan of Belathauachtair (in the

barony of Roscommon) ; after which they them-

selves, Mac Dermott, and the sons of Teige Mac
Dermott, proceeded into North Connaught ; and

the chiefs of North Connaught having come to

Mac William, he took them prisoners, and re-

turned back to Clanrickard with hostages and

sfireties ; and the sureties were O'Dowd, Mac
Donoghof Corran, and some of the Mac Sweeney s

of Connaught, including Maolmurry (Mac Swee-

ney), the son of Colla, who died in his imprison-

ment before he had been liberated, and other hos-

tages from the son of Cathal Oge O'Conor.

The son of O'Donnell, i. e. the Calvach, having

gone to the English lord justice, made a league

of peace with him on the part of O'Donnell, and

also on his own behalf, and after having ratified

it returned safe.

O'Donnell, i. e. Manus, conferred Tura and

Lurg (both in Fermanagh) on Maguire, namely,

John, the son of Cuchonacht, O'Donnell having

before that destroyed a great deal on Maguire.

In return for this, Maguire submitted himself, his

country, and lands to O'Donnell, and particularly

Maguire gave him the service of his own forces,

and those of his territory, or a fine in every case

where he (O'Donnell) would not obtain forces ;

he also bound himself to pay half an eric (fine)

to O'Donnell for every person who should be

killed throughout the entire of Fermanagh.

A.D. 1542.

The Earls created at. this time were, as mentioned in tlie text,

Conn O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, who was called Conn Bacach, or

Conn the Lame ; Ulick Burke, earl of Clanrickard, who was com-
monly called Ulick-na-gCeann, signifying Ulick of the Heads, a

name which originated, according to Lodge, in consequence of his

having made a great heap of heads of persons slain in battle,

which he had covered with an earthen mound ; according to

Lodge, he held in fee the territory called Clanrickard, which
comprised the six baronies of Loughrea, Dunkellin, Kiltartan,

Clare, Athenry, and Leitrim, in the county of Galway. The third

created was Murrogh O'Brien, earl of Thomond. The conditions

O'Neill, i. e. Conn Bacach, the son of Con,

having gone to the king of England, namely,

Henry the Eighth, the king created O'Neill an

earl,' and commanded him not to have himself

called O'Neill any longer; and O'Neill received

great honour from the king on that occasion.

Mac WiUiam of Clanrickard, namely, UUck of

the Heads, and O'Brien, i. e. Murrogh, having

gone to England, each of them was created an

earl, and they returned home safe, except Mac
William, who had been in a fever, and was not

perfectly recovered therefrom.

Maolmuny, the son of Owen Mac Sweeney,

was slain by the sons of Maolmurry, the son of

Colla Mac Sweeney, in a week after the death of

Maolmurry, the son of Colla, himself.

The sons of Maolmuny, son of Colla, were ex-

pelled from the country, their castles were des-

troyed, and one of themselves and some of their

followers were slain.

Maguire, i. e. John, and the sons of O'Donnell,

i. e. of Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh Roe, namely,

Roderick and Naghtan, went on a predatory in-

cursion into Dartry (in Leitrim), and having sent

their preying parties through the country, Nagh-

tan, the son of O'Donnell, was killed by the cast

of a dart.

Felim Duv, the son of Hugh O'Neill, was

killed.

Mary, the daughter of Mac Gauran, the wife

of Mac Clancy (of Dartry, in Leitrim), i. e. of

Feredhach (Frederick), died.

A.D. 1543.

Edmond, the son of Bryan O'Gallagher, bishop

ofRaphoe, died on the 26th of February, after

having experienced great opposition respecting

the bishopric.

on which these three earls got their titles are curious. They

were compelled to renounce their Irish names and titles ; the earl

of Clanrickard had to give up his designation of Mac William ; the

earl of Tyrone was obliged to abandon the name of O'Neill ; and

it is stated in Cox, and in Lodge's Peerage, that the earl of Tho-

mond was compelled utterly to forsake and give up the name of

O'Brien, and all claims to which he might pretend by the same,

and to take such name as the king shonld please to give him
;

and he and his heirs, and the inhabitors of his lands, should use

only the English dress, manners, customs and language, and keep

no kerns or galloglasses ; and the same conditions were imposed

on O'Neill, earl of Tyrone.
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The son of Mac Sweeney of Fanat. i. e. Maol-

muriy, the son of Donal Oge, heir to the lordship

of Fanat, was slain by the sons of Mac Sweeney

of Fanat, namely, Donogh and Maolmurry, the

sons of Torlogh, son of Roderick, son of Maol-

murrj^ Before he fell he displayed extraordinary

Aalour, bravery, feats of arms, and execution of

hand, in accordance with his usual achievements,

for he slew Dudley, the son of Ferdorcha Mac
Sweeney, the most renowned warrior opposed to

him.

The son of Mac Sweeney of Banagh, namely,

Eoin Modardha (John the Stern), the son of Niall

More, died in the early part of his age and noble

actions.

The son of O'Boyle, namely, Bryan, the son of

Niall, son of Torlogh, was treacherously killed by

the sons of Niall Oge O'Boyle, who were in his

friendship, and along with him in his pay.

O'Donnell, i. e. Manus, attended the great

council at Dubhn, together with his kinsmen,

Eigneachan and Donogh. They were imprisoned

for some time, but were afterwards set at liberty,

by advice of the lordjustice and of the chiefsof Ire-

land in general, and peace and amicable arrange-

ments were made between them. Con O'Don-

nell, his brother, who had been in England for a

long time, was also reconciled to him, after which

Con returned to England to the king's residence,

where he was retained with honour and respect.

O'Donnell having given the castle of LiiFord to

Cahii-, the son of Tuathal Balbh O'Gallagher, and

to a party of the tribe of Hugh O'Gallagher, to

be guarded by them, they put on the resolution

of keeping the castle for Hugh, the son of O'Don-

nell, and for themselves, and sent away O'Don-

nell's party and the doorkeeper of the fortress.

O'Donnell and Calvacli became enraged at this

conduct, and Calvach with his followers attacked

them in revenge for what they had done, and

many persons were killed on either side, besides

all the cattle and property that changed hands

and was destroyed. Dudley, the son of Colla

Mac Sweeney, a galloglass distinguished for his

bravery and feats of aims, was slain by the people

of the town. Donogh, the son of O'Donnell,

aided the tribe of Hugh O'Gallagher ; and Rode-

rick, the son of O'Donnell, Ferdorcha, the son of

John, son of Tuathal O'Gallagher, and his sons.

and the son of John Ballach, son of John, were

taken prisoners by Donogh, the son of O'Don-

nell, and by Cahir, the son of Tuathal Balbh

O'Gallaghei'.

The son of O'Dogherty, i. e. Cahir, the son of

Gerald, son of Donal, son of Felim, was slain by

the sons of O'Dogherty, namely, Roderick and

John, the sons of Felim, son of Conor Carrach,

and they also slew the son of Hugh Gruama
O'Dogherty ; and O'Donnell marched with his

forces against O'Dogherty, to take revenge ofhim
for the deaths of those persons. He commenced
destroying the corn of the country, until he re-

ceived hostages from O'Dogherty, as pledges for

the payment of his tribute, and his own demand
for the crimes which had been committed. After

that Cahir, the son of Tuathal Balbh, was taken

prisoner by O'Dogherty, and was delivered by

him into the hands of O'Donnell, and O'Donnell

himself took Torlogh, the son of Felim Finn O'Gal-

lagher, prisoner ; and he conveyed those hostages

to Lifford, in the hope he might recover the for-

tress into his possession, but did not succeed on

that occasion.

The tribe of Owen Mac Sweeney, and the tribe

of Cormac Mac Donogh, having gone on a pre-

datory excursion against O'Hara Buighe, were

overtaken by O'Conor, i. e. Teige Oge, the son of

Teige, son of Hugh, and by O'Hara, who gave a

defeat to the Clan Sweeney, in which Roderick

Mac Dougall, the sons of iSIaolmurry, the son of

Owen (Mac Sweeney), and a number of the tribe

of Cormac Mac Donogh, together with many of

their people, were slain on that occasion.

Mac Sweeney of the Districts, and his son

Bryan, were taken prisoners by a fleet from West
Connaught on Inis-Mac-an-Duirn (an island on

the coast of Donegal), and were carried away into

captivity.

Warhke dissensions arose between Maguire and

the tribe of Torlogh Maguire. The tribe of Tor-

logh went into Tirconnell, and continued to har-

rass and plunder the people of Fermanagh. Ma-
guire at length came to O'Donnell, and made

peace and amity with him, as he formerly had

done.

Maurice, the son of Patrick O'Maolconry, a

man eminent in history and poetry—a man of

wealth and great affluence—a learned writei', by
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wliom many books had been written and poems

composed, and by whom schools were superin-

tended, and who entertained many of those scho-

lars in his own house, died, after having gained

the victory over the world and the devil.

Cedach O'Melaghlin was inaugurated chief over

the Clan Colman, in opposition to Roderick

O'Melaghlin ; and the Clan Colman were not in

a happy state during the time of tho*^e two, which

happened to have been a bloody contention, as it

had been in the time of Felim, for war, plunder-

ing and burning, want and famine, lamentation

and desolation, prevailed in their time in the

country ; rent and tribute were levied for each of

them in Magh Corran (in Westmeath), and im-

mense evils were perpetrated between them both,

though short had been then* government. Rode-

rick and his kinsmen made a nocturnal attack on

Moy Gallen, in Delvin (in the King's county),

and burned and plundered the plain. They were

pursued by Malachy Balbh O'Maddcn, and by

Art Mac Coghlan, who gave them battle at Gallen,

in which Cormac O'Melaghlin, the brother of

Roderick, together with thirteen men of the chiefs

of his people, were slain or drowned on that

occasion.

A.D. 1544.

The earl of Clanrickard,' Ulick of the Heads,

the most illustrious of the English of Connaught,

died, and he was much lamented in his omti

country. A great contention arose in Clanrickard

about the lordship, and Ulick, the son of Rickard

Oge, was nominated the Mac William, although

opposed by many in the country and at a distance,

who supported the claims of the sons of Mac
William, i. e. Thomas, the son of Ulick of the

Heads.

Roderick O'Melaghlin was slain at Clartha by

Richard Dalton, aided by his kinsmen, in a nightly

A.D. 1544.

1. The Earl of Clanriciard.—Accordinct to Cox, in liis

Hibernia Anglicana, on the death of Ulick Burlce, earl of Clan-
rickard, a great contest arose between his sons about the title and
inheritance, because the eari's first wife, Graine or Grace O'Car-
roll, who was mother of his eldest son, Richard Burke, had been

formerly married to O'Melaghlin (a lord in Westmeath), who was
still living and nndivorced as was alleged ; and she being still

alive, the earl married Honora Burke, and was afterwards di-

vorced from her, and married Mary Lynch, mother of Jolm

attack, and it was on behalf of Cedach O'Melagh-
lin they committed that murder.

The son of O'Neill, i. e. Niall Conallach, the son

of Art Oge, a tanist, who suffered most by the trou-

bles and evils of war among the Kinel Owen and the

Kinel Council of any that came of the race of Eo-
ghan, the son of Niall ; a worthy representative of

the lordship of Tyrone had it been conferred on

him ; a man full of skill, and learned in all the arts
;

died in the old castle of a sudden disease.

Mac Sweeney of Fanat, i. e. Torlogh,the son of

Roderick, son of Maolmurry, a brave, warlike,

active man, who suffered much by war and com-

motion in his own country for a considerable time

until then, was slain by the sons of Donal Oge
Mac Sweeney, in revenge of the death of his bro-

ther, who had been slain by his sons ; the names
of these sons of Donal Oge, by whom that killing

was committed, were Roderick Can-ach, and Donal
Gorm; John, the son ofDonogh,son of Maolmurry,

was slain, along with Mac Sweeney ; but the person

by whom John was killed, namely, Donal Gorm,
did not escape himselfwithout being deeply wound-
ed. After that Roderick Carrach, the son of Donal
Oge, was nominated the Mac Sweeney.

Murrogh, the son of Mac Sweeney of the Dis-

tricts, a man distinguished for hospitality, nobility,

and activity, and his brother Donogh, died.

Margaret, the daughter of Mac Donnell, namely,

the daughter of Angus of High (the island of

Ha, in the Hebrides), the wife of O'Donnell, i. e.

of Manus, after Judith, the daughter of O'Neill,

died on the 19th of December.

Sile (Juha), the daughter of Manus O'Donnell,

the wife of O'Boyle, i. e. of Donal, died on the

14th of February.

Calvach, the son of O'Donnell, having gone to

the English Lord justice, brought back with him
some Saxon captains to the residence of O'Don-
nell in Tirconnell ; O'Donnell, the Calvach, and

those captains, with some ordnance and other im-

Burke, Graine, the first wife, being still living. But the earl of

Ormond, and otlier commissioners sent by the lord deputy and
council to settle this affair, soon determined the matter, and find-

ing that the pretended marriage with O'Melaghlin could not be
proved, adjudged Graine to be the earl's true wife, and placed her
son Richard Burke in the earldom and estate of his father, accord-

ing to the laws of England ; and because he was under age, they
made Ulick Burke captain of the country during his good beha-
viour, and the minority of the earl.
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plements for taking towns, proceeded to LifFord,

to take it from the tribe of Hugh O'Gallagher.

O'Donnell dehvered the hostages he had for a con-

siderable time of the tribe of Hugh Buighe,

namely, Cahir, the son of Tuathal, and Torlogh,

the son of Felim Fionn, to the EngUsh, on their

march to the town, to terrify and alarm the peo-

ple of the fortress ; they afterwards attacked the

castle, but in the beginning one of the Saxons was

slain, and in retaliation for the death of the Saxon,

they slew Cahir, the son of Tuathal, in his chains.

Hugh, the son of O'Donnell, and the tribe of

Hugh O'Gallagher, then gave up the castle for

the deliverance of the son of Felim Fionn, and of

the other son of Tuathal Balv, who were in chains,

and they themselves quit the country after that

;

O'Donnell, after having given the Saxons their

pay, permitted them to return.

O'Donnell marched with a force into the Routes

(in the north of the county of Antrim), and took

Inis-an-Lochain, on which was a wooden castle,

and an impregnable fortress in the possession of

Mac Quillan, and after O'Donnell had taken the

castle, he gave the castle to O'Kane ; on the same

expedition O'Donnell took the castle of Baile-an-

Lacha (Ballylough, in the parish of Billy), and he

found much property, consisting of arms, armour,

brass, iron, butter, and provisions, in those castles

;

O'Donnell also took after that Inis-Locha-Bur-

rann and Inis-Locha-Leithinnsi (Loughlynch, in

the parish of Billy), in which he likewise found much
property, and after having burned the surrounding

country, he victoriously returned home safe.

A war arose between O'Donnell and O'Neill,

and O'Donnell placed himself in ambush in the

neighbourhood of the old castle ; he slew several

persons, and took the grandson of Bryan, and some

others, prisoners on that occasion.

O'Neill made a prey along the river Finn.

Calvach O'Donnell made a prey in Tyrone.

O'Donnell made another prey in Tyrone.

The sons of Mac Donnell, namely, James and

Colla, accompanied by a body of Scots, came by in-

vitation to Mac Quillan, and they and Mac Quillan

proceeded to Inis-an-Lochain, and took the town

from O'Kane's guards; Bryan, the son of Donogh
O'Kane and all that were with himon Inis-an-Loch-

ain, together with all the property, arms, armour,

and spoils, were entirely burned by them, and Mac

Quillan committed great destruction on O'Kane at

that time.

O'Kane having taken into his pay some gallo-

glasses of the tribe of Roderick Mac Sweeney, and

on a certain day that Mac Quillan had crossed the

Bann to make some prey, O'Kane pursued him

along with the galloglasses and overtook them,

and having taken the prey from them he slew and

wounded many of his people.

The earl of Ormond having marched into Clan-

rickard to aid his kinsman, William Burke, the son

of Rickard, he was defeated by the sons of Rickard

Oge, and a brave baron belonging to his people,

namely, Macoda, was slain, together with upwards

of forty of the earl's forces, in the gateway of the

castle of Athenry, on that occasion.

The castle of Banagher was rebuilt by O'CarroU,

i. e. Teige Caoch, in spite of the opposition of the

Clan Colman and the O'Maddens, who were then

in contention with each other.

Malachy, the son of Breasal O'Madden, one of

the two lords who governed Siol Anmcha, and he

could not have been more hospitable and generous

had he been sole lord, was killed by Malachy Gott

O'Madden, in a week after the commencement of

the rebuilding of Banagher.

A.D. 1545.

Mac Sweeney of the Districts, i. e. Owen, died

in Umalia of O'Malley (in Mayo).

EignaghanO'Donnell was slain by a party of the

people of the Calvach O'Donnell.

O'Conor Sligo, i. e. Teige Oge, the son ofTeige,

the son of Hugh, was slain by a party ofthe people

of Moylurg.

Calvach O'Donnell defeated the sons of O'Don-
nell More in the battle of Coil-na-gCuirittin, in

which Donal Cairbreach O'Donnell was slain.

A part of Christ Church, in Dublin, was thrown

down by some accident and a stone coffin discover-

ed, in which was found the body of a bishop, in epis-

copal dress, with ten gold rings on his fingers, and

a golden mass chalice standing by the side of his

neck ; the body lay in its own form, its size being

exactly excavated in the stone ; it was raised up
perfect and was placed in a standing position sup-

ported by the altar, and left there for some time

;

no part of the body was decayed or the dress faded,

which was a great sign of sanctity.
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A dispute arose between the Earl of Ormond'

and the lord justice, namely, the chancellor, and

both proceeded to the king to lodge their com-

plaints, and they both vowed that only one of

them should return, which was verified, for the

earl died in England, and the lord justice returned

to Ireland. The death of that person, namely,

James, the son of Pierce Roe, son of James, son

of Edmond Butler, would have been a great loss,

were it not for all the injury he had committed

against the church, by the advice of the here-

tics.

The son of Mac William of Clanrickard, name-

ly, Thomas Farranta, the son of Ulick of the

Heads, son of Rickard, son of Ulick of Knocktow,

went on a hostile expedition into Siol Anmcha

;

when he was perceived in the country by the peo-

ple of Siol Anmcha (the O'Maddens of Galway),

they pursued him to Bealach-Tire-Ithain, where

he was slain, together with twenty of the best of

his party, by the people of Malachy Balbh.

Great famine happened in this year, so that six

pence of the old money were paid for the loaf in

Connaught, and six silver pennies in Meath.

A contention arose between O'Rourke, i. e.

Bryan Ballach, the son of Owen, and his own
brother by the mother's side, namely Teige,"'son

of Cathal Oge O' Conor, lord of Sligo
;

great

destruction was committed by both parties, and

among those concerned was Torlogh O'Reilly, the

relative by marriage of O'Rourke, who was killed

by the shot of a ball, in the door-way of the castle

of Sligo, by Cathal Oge.

Mac-I-Brien of Ara, i. e. Conla, was slain in his

own castle by some prisoners whom he had in con-

finement.

John, the son of Giolla Duv, son of Conor, son

A. D. 154.5.

1. The earl of Ormond.—According to Cox, great contentions

arose at this time between the lord deputy, sir Anthony St. Leger,

and the earl of Ormond, who opposed a tax attempted to be levied

on tlie people by the government, the exchequer being empty ;

" both," says Cox, "were sent for by the king, and they pro-

ceeded to England along with the lord chancellor John Allen, who
was imprisoned in the Fleet, and deprived of the great seal, and
sir Thomas Cusack was made lord keeper j soon after, in the latter

end of October, the earl of Ormond and thirty-five of his servants

were poisoned at a feast at Ely House in Holborn, so that he and
sixteen of them died, but whether this happened by accident or

mistake, or was done designedly, could not be discovered."

A.D. 1546.

1. " ThcO'Ne'dU, 0'DonnelU,and O'Doghertys,'' accoviiing to

of Donogh, son of Donal of the Defeats Mac
Sweeney, was slain by Conor, the son of Murrogh,

son of Conor Mac Sweeney.

Teige, the son of Thomas, son of Scanlan, son

of Dermod Mac Gorman, was unkindredly killed

by the sons of Murtogh Mac Gorman.

Pierse O'Morrissy, a master of schools, and one

of the general lecturers of the men of Ireland, a

man distinguished for charity and piety, died.

Donal, the son of the great official Mac Congal,

died.

A.D. 1546.

Donal, the son of Hugh Duv O'Donnell, the

son of Hugh Roe, was treacherously slain on the

20th of April, by O'Gallagher, namely, Owen,

the son of Edmond, aided by his wife Honora, the

daughter of Tuathal Balbh O'Gallagher, after he

had been sent to his place at Inis Samer (at Bally-

shannon), under the protection of God, Mac Ward,

i. e. Geoffrey, and Peregrine, the son of Dermod,

son of Teige Cam O'Clery ; his death was a la-

mentable loss, for there was not a man of his age

of the race of Conall, the son of Niall, from whom
more was expected as a military commander.'

Many of the Geraldines, namely, William, the

son of James, son of the earl of Kildare, and

Maurice of the Wood, the son of James Meirgeach,

the son of the earl, and other young men along

with them, rose against the EngUsh, resolved to be

revenged of them for their expulsion from their

estates ; they committed innumerable depredations,

among which were the plundering of Ballymore-

Eustace (in the county of Dublin), the depredation

of Rathbile (Rathvilly in Carlow), and the neigh-

bouring district ; they plundered and burned Rath

Cox, " had at this time made some overtures to the French king

(Francis I.,) about assistance to manage an insurrection, and they

proposed to him to become his subjects, and to shake ofF the yoke

of England, provided he would procure the Pope's gift of Ireland,

and send two thousand harquebusses, two hundred light horsemen,

and four cannon to their assistance. The French king thought the

offer so considerable, that he sent over, in the year 1345, John dc

Montluc, bishop of Valence, his ambassador to Ireland, to learn

the truth of their circumstances, &c. ; the bishop arrived at Lough

Foyle on Shrove Tuesday, and the next day was, by O'Dogherty,

carried to his house, which was a great dark tower ; the bishop

soon after went to Rome, but being unable to separate the Pope

from the interest of the emperor, this negotiation had no

effect."

3 I
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lomdliain (Rathangan in Kildare), and carried

away on that occasion many thousand heads of

cattle too numerous to be recorded.

O'Kelly and the tribe of Breasal O'Madden,

made a hostile incursion into Siol Anmcha, against

Malachy Gott O'Madden ; the inhabitants of the

country pursued and attacked them, but, how-

ever, they turned on their pursuers and slew

upwards of forty of them, and the country and

Ormond sustained a great loss by that conflict.

Clare, Carbury, and Castle Carberry (in Kildare),

were plundered and burned by the foremen-

tioned insurgents, and by the son of O'Conor

Faily, i. e. Donogh. After that O'Conor himself,

namely, Bryan, and O'Moore, i. e. Gillpatrick,

joined in this commotion ; when the lord justice,

namely, Anthony St. Leger, received intelhgence

of 'this, he proceeded into Ofialey, and plundered

and burned the countiy as far as Tochar Cruach-

ain (Croaghan in King's county), where he re-

mained two nights, and retm-ned without getting

battle or submission. O'Moore, and the son of

O'Conor, namely, Roderick, attacked the town of

Ath-Ai (Athy in Kildare), burned the town and

the monastery, and committed great destruction

by burning and slaughter on the English and Irish

inhabitants on that occasion. The lord justice

marched a second time into Offaley, and remained

fifteen days in the country, plundei'ing, spoiling,

and burning churches and monasteries, and de-

stroying cattle and com. He garrisoned the town

(Athy), against O'Conor, with one hundred horse-

men, one hundred musketeers, one hundred battle-

axe men, and one hundred soldiers, with their

attendants, and left them plenty of provisions and

all other necessaries. He then marched with his

* large army into Leix, and the earl of Desmond

2. Brass Money.—In A. D. lo4C, according; to Cox, in liis

Hibernia Anglicana, " the necessities of the state obliged king

Henry VIII., to coin brass or mixed money, and to malie it cur-

rent in Ireland by proclamation, to the great dissatisfaction of all

the people, especially the soldiers." Ware also says that about

this time king Henry, to maintain his charges in Ireland, being hard

put to it for lack of monies, gave directions to coin brass money,

and commanded it by proclamation to pass current and lawful

money in all parts of Ireland. Simon, in his Essay on Irish Coins,

says " the money struck for Ireland in this reign was little better

than brass." This base coin was made current in Ireland instead

of silver, in six-pences, groats, half-groats, and pennies, and it was
also circulated in the reign of Edward VI. ; but Simon says that

queen Mary, on her accession to the crown, in order that she might
ingratiate herself with the people of England, prohibited the cur-

came to him with a very great force to his assist-

ance, and they continued fifteen days more plun-

dering that country. They took a castle which

belonged to O'Moore, viz., Ballyadams, which

they garrisoned, and after that the lord justice des-

patched letters to the chiefs of OiFaley, requesting

them to return to their country and abandon

O'Conor, and that they should receive pardon.

They accordingly returned, but not long after-

wards the English treacherously oveiTan their

country, and carried away many thousands of

their cattle. O'Conor and O'Moore were pro-

claimed outlaws throughout Ireland, and their

estates were seized for the king ; O'Conor pro-

ceeded to Connaught for the purpose of obtaining

forces, but the peojjle of Fercall and Mac Geo-

ghegan attacked O'Conor's party at the instigation

of the lord justice, and took from them much
cattle and many prisoners. The Clan Colman

(O'Melaghlins of Westmeath), and Muintir Tadh-

again (the Foxes of Westmeath), did the same,

and it is doubtful if so much prey and booty was

collected together in the latter times as had been

on that occasion ; so that it was after that man-

ner the most prosperous and wealthy man of

that part of Ireland in which he lived, namely,

Bryan O'Conor, had been dispossessed and ex-

pelled from his territory ; he however remained in

Connaught until the following Christmas, after

having been proclaimed a traitor by the English.

Mac Gillpatrick, i. e. Bryan, made a prisoner of

his own son Teige, who was a distinguished mili-

tary leader, and sent him to Dublin with his

crimes written along with him, and the English

put him to death at the request of his father.

New coin was introduced into Ireland made of

copper,^ and the Irish were compelled to use it

rency of the base money there, and ordered gold and silver money

to be made of a better standard ; but Ireland was particularly ex-

cepted in the proclamation issued for that purpose. In A.D.
1554, the second of Philip and Mary, ten thousand pounds worth

of base monies were coineil for Ireland, according to Simon, and in

the years 165G and 1557, seven thousand pounds worth of the

same were coined into shillings, six-pences, and groats for Ireland,

and five thousand tive hundred pounds more of this base money

was coined into Harp-groats, so that in less than three years about

twenty-three thousand pounds worth of this base money was

coined and circulated in Ireland. These coins are estimated by

Simon not to have been worth more than about one-fourth of the

value for which they passed, so that one pound of this base money

was only worth five shillings. In the reign of Elizabeth, accord-

in" to Simon, the ounce of silver in England was first divided into
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instead of silver money. The English power was

very great at this time in Ireland, and it is doubt-

ful if the people of the south of Ireland were ever

in such bondage before that time.

Teige O'Coffey, chief professor of poetry in the

schools of Ireland, was takfen prisoner by the

English, and was imprisoned in the king's castle

for a quarter and a half (three months and six

weeks), on account of being in league with the

Irish, and it was believed he would be put to death,

but at length he escaped safe.

The English built the castle of Dangan (at

PhUipstown, in King's county), and pulled down

the church of liillduirti, and used the materials in

the work ; they also plundered the parson of

Croaghan.

A.D. 1547.

Edward VI. was proclaimed king of England

on the 28th of January.'

sixty pennies, whicli was in ancient times divided only into twenty
pennies, so that one of the old silver pennies of tlie reigns of tiie

Edwards was equal to three pence of the reign of Elizabeth. The
base money coined by Elizabeth being decried in England, says

Simon, was sent over in great quantities into Ireland, where the

liungals, as they were then called, went for six-pence, and the

broad pieces for twelve pence, but in a short time after, the former
passed only for two-pence, and the latter for a groat, and when
they were refused elsewhere, they passed in Connaught, the first

for one-penny, and the last for two-pence. Bunn or Bonn was
the Irish term applied to various coins from a groat to a shilling,

and geal means white, and the Bungals above-mentioned signify

shillings ; the broad piece mentioned was about half-a-crown, but
of such base metal that its value was afterwards reduced to two-
pence, and the shilling passed for one-penny. About the year

1600, according to Simon, money was coined for the service of the

army in Ireland, so debased that it contained only between two
and three ounces of silver to nine ounces ofbrass j this base money,
according to sir John Davies, Fynes Morrison, Camden, and Simon,
was sent over in great quantities to pay the army engaged in Ire-

land against Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, as the war drew yearly

out of England upwards of oue hundred and sixty thousand pounds
sterling. This base money, being extensively circulated, caused
goods and provisions of all kinds to rise to double the usual price,

and produced great impoverishment and discontent, not only amongst
the Irish, but in the IJnglisharmy. In the reign of James I., pro-
clamations were issued ordering the base money of the reign of

Elizabeth to pass at one-fourth its former value, that is, the shil-

ling for three-pence, and the six-penny piece for three half-pence

;

and in the same reign it was ordered that money should pass cur-
rent in Ireland at one-third more than in England, thus an English
shilling passed for sixteen pence in Ireland, five shillings for six

and eight pence, and a pound was equal to about twenty-six shil-

lings. King James II., to supply funds for the support of his

army, and various expenses in Ireland, was under the necessity of

substituting base money for silver, and, according to Simon, set up
two mints, one in Limerick, and the other in Capel-street, Dublin,
where a vast quantity of base money was coined, consistingof half-

crowns, shillings, and six-pences, made of a mixed metal of a
whitish colour, consisting of copper, brass, and tin, and also some

Mac Sweeney of Banagh, i. e. Niall Oge, was

slain on the 3rd of September, by his brother's

sons, the sons of Maolmurry, Donal Oge and

Bryan Oge. The place where he was killed was

in the new bawn, where he had been imprisoned

for the death of his father, whom he had slain on

a former occasion ; their other brother, Maolmurry

Meirgeach, did not join them in that slaying.

Mora, the daughter of O'CarroU, an excellent

and hospitable woman, died.

The insurgents suffered a great defeat at the

town of the Three Castles (in the county of Kil-

kenny), by the English, and by Brian-an-Chog-

aigh (Bryan of the War), the son of Torlogh

O'Toole, in which the two sons of James, the son

of the earl (of Kildare), namely, Maiu-ice of the

Wood, and Henry, together with fourteen of their

people, were taken prisoners, and afterwards con-

veyed to Dublin, and all cut in quai'ters except

Maurice, who was confined in the king's castle

until it might be determined by the council what

pennies made of copper and lead or pewter, and circulated through-
out the country as a substitute for silver coin. The various base

coinages made current in Ireland by the kings and queens of

England, and extensively circulated instead of silver money, were,

of course, extremely injurious to the trade and commerce of the

country, and greatly impoverished the inhabitants.

A.D. 1547.

1. King Edward VI.—At the death of Henry VIII., on the

28th of January, A. D. 1547, Edward, his son by Jane Seymour,
then only in the tenth year of his age, succeeded as king Edward
VI., and on the 20th of February was crowned at Westminster.

Edward Seymour, earl of Hertford, the king's maternal uncle, was
created duke of Somerset, and made protector of the kingdom
during his minority ; king Edward died on the 6th of July, A. D.
1663, in the sixteenth year of his age, and seventh of his reign.

Lords Lieutenant.—the following account of the lords lieu-

tenant and deputies during the reign of Edward VI., has been col-

lected from Ware, Cox, Borlase, &c. In A. D. 1647, sir An-
thony St. Leger was a third time appointed lord deputy,

and in the same year sir William Brabazon, and in 1648 sir

Edward Bellingham landed at Dalkey, and was made captain-

general and marshal of Ireland, with a force of 600 horse, and 400
foot, and was, according to Borlase, a man of great valour, and a

celebrated military commander :
—" vir fortissbnus et militari sci-

entia clarus ;" he was recalled the same year, and soon after died

in England. St. Leger, according to Cox and Borlase, took with

him to England Bryan O'Conor and Patrick O'Moore, the great

lords of Offaley and Leix, whom he had formerly subdued, to each

of whom the king gave a yearly pension of one hundred pounds,

but O'Moore died in London the same year. In 1.549, sir Francis

Bryan, an Englishman who liad married the countess dowager of

Orraond, and was governor of tiie counties of Tipperary and Kil-

kenny, was appointed marshal of the army and lord justice, and
sworn in Christ Church, Dublin, the 29th of December, but died

the 2nd of February following, atClonmel, when advancing against

Teige O'Carroll, lord of Ely, and was buried in great state in the

cathedral church of Waterford. In the same year sir William
Brabazon, vice-treasurer, was a third time appointed lord justice,

and carried on a campaign against Cahir Mac Art O'Cavenagh iu

3i2
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death he should receive. These plunderers and

insurgents were thus scattered and put to flight

after that manner ; and although their power was

of short continuance, being only one year, yet

they committed immense depredations.

O'Conor and O'Moore, after some of their clans

had gone for them to Ath-Croich (a ford at Shan-

non Harbour), crossed the Shannon, and collected

a great force, for the purpose of taking revenge on

the English, who deprived them of their estates

and properties, and they afterwards passed into

Leinster.

A great wind arose on the night before the fes-

tival of St. Bridget, (31st of January), audit is

doubtful if so great occurred since the birth of

Christ ; it destroyed churches, menasteries, and

castles, and particularly the two western M'ings of

the church of Clonmacnois.

The English exercised such great authority and

power, that all persons dreaded to give food or pro-

tection to O'Conor or O'Moore.

Anthony St. Leger was deprived of the lord jus-

ticeship, and Edward Bellingham, a new lord jus-

tice, succeeded in his place.

Mam-ice of the Wood, the son of the earl of

Kildare, was put to death in Dublin.

A great prey was seized, viz. five hundred cows,

by Malachy Gott O'Madden, in Hy Donnellan

(the country of the O'Donnellans, in Galway).

The castle of Athlone was repaired by the Eng-
lish, namely, by William Brabazon, the King's

treasurer in Ireland, and by the English and Irish

of Meath, despite of O' Kelly, i. e. Donogh, the son

of Edmond, and the Irish of Connaught. The
lord justice's forces were at that time in Leix, con-

structing a fortified rampart at O'Regan's Bawn,
in which they left guards to oppose O'Conor and
O'Moore.

Covthach, the son of Malachy, son of Breasal

Leinster ; Brabazon died, says Borlase, on tbe 7tli of the Ides of
July, in the tents in Ulster, and was buried in Trinity Church,
Dublin, and bis lieart carried to England. In A. D. 1550, sir

Anthony St. Lei;er, about the 10th of September, arrived at Dub-
lin, being; the fourth time appointed lord deputy ; Cahir Mac Art
Cavenagb, says Borlase, made his submission, solemnly renouncing
before him, the council, and many lords, the name of Mac Murrogh.
In A. D. 1551, sir James Crofts was designed as deputy, but
coming to Dublin while St. Leger was in Munster, he did not re-
ceive the swcB-d till May the 23rd, at Cork, where St. Leger then
was. During his time, says Borlase, " even this year a King of
Arms, a Herald, named Ulster, was first institutod in Ireland

;

his province was all Ireland, and the first that had it was Nicholas

O'Madden, the best young man of his age, viz. 21

years, of his own tribe, was slain by the people of

O'Carroll, and of Malachy Balv O'Madden ; Mur-

rogh Riavach, the son of O'Madden, the brother

of Malachy Balv, who was in imprisonment with

Covthach, was hanged in revenge of him, by Cov-

thach's kinsmen and people, and the two were

carried at the same time to be inten-ed.

O'Conor and Cahir Roe, along with their kins-

men, entered into a new compact with each other

against the English, for the English deprived those

also oftheir estates, as they had deprived O'Conor

;

and it was on that account they joined in alliance

with O'Conor.

O'Moore, and the sons of Cahir O'Conor, made
a hostile incursion into the county of Kildare, and

they burned and plundered the greater portion of

the territory of the Eustaces ; they after that re-

mained in the country until the lord justice over-

took them, defeated the Irish, and slew two hun-

dred of their foot soldiers on that occasion.

O'Melaghlin, i. e. Conn, the son of Art, and his

kinsmen, were defeated by Niall, the son of Felim

O'Melaghlin, and the people of the baron of Del-

vin, in Faithche Ciarain, in which Conn O'Melagh-

lin, and his brother Cormac, tanist of Clan Colman,

together with one or two score along with them,

were slain.

O'Conor, i. e. Bryan, and O'Moore, i. e. Gill-

patrick, after having been forsaken by the Irish,

made their submission unconditionally, under the

guarantee of an Enghsh nobleman, namely, the

lieutenant, and that was a bad protection.

Peregrine, the son of Edmond Mac Coghlan,

chief of his own tribe, was treacherously slain by

Malachy O'Melaghlin, and by Murrogh, the son

of Torlogh.

Mac Murrogh (lord of Leinster), i. e. Murtogh,

the son of Art Buighe, died.

Narbon." Borlase further remarks—" the Liturgy in English

was also this year printed in Dublin, and enjoined by authority
;

many memorable acts he (Crofts), did in Ireland ; he repaired the

castle of Belfast, and placed a garrison there ; coming for England
he was certified by" sir Henry Knowles, that Mary, dowager of

Scotland, (queen of James V.), had sent O'Conor's son into Ireland

to give encouragement to a new insurrection, which by his prudence,

deferring his journey, he prevented without noise, and took ship

for England at Howth, December 4th 15.^2. In the year 15.52

sir Thomas Cusack, of Coffington in Meath, lord chancellor, and
sir Gerald Aylmer, chief justice of the King's Bench, were on

December 4th, in Trinity Church, Dublin, constituted lords jus-

tices.
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A.D. 1548.

O'Donnell, i. e. Manus, gave his own son Cal-

vach, and OKane, namely, Manus, the son of

Donogh, a signal overthrow at Sraith-Bo-Fiaich

(Ballybofey, in the barony of Raphoe, county of

Donegal), in which O'Kane himself, and many
others, were slain, on the 7th of February.

Mary, the daughter of Mac Conmee, died on

the 4th of April.

O'Conor and O'Moore went to England, along

with the lieutenant, at the mercy of the king, and

the king gave then* estates, viz., Leix and Offa-

ley, to the lieutenant and his kinsman, (the Bel-

Unghams), who built two large courts, namely, the

camp in Leix, (Mai-yboro', in Queen's county), and

the Danganin Otfaley (Philipstown, in King's coun-

ty). They then began to let those lands for rent

to the English and Irish, as if they had been their

own rightful inheritance, after having dispossessed

and expelled theii" hereditary heirs, O'Conor and

O'Moore, with their families, and all their kindred.

O'Melaghlin, i. e. Teige Roe, brought Edmond
a Faihi (called by Cox and Mac Geoghegan Ed-

mond Fahy, by others Edmond White), and his

Leinster forces with him, into Delvin, to plunder

it ; and it so happened that Malachy, the son of

Art O'Melaghhn, was taken prisoner by Edmond
Fah)', and sent by him to Dubhn, although he

had come to the country along with Edmond him-

self, at the request of the king's council. The
castle of Kinkora and the monastery of Gallen

(both in King's county), were taken by O'Me-
laghhn, and by Edmond, but O'Melaghlin re-

turned in soiTow, without gaining hostages or

submission. Edmond Fahy was engaged at the

same time in taking possession of Delvin (in the

King's county), on behalf of the king, and in op-

position to O'Melaghlin, so that it was after that

manner O'Melaghlin had brought a rod with him
by which he was himself beaten, for Edmond Fa-

hy dispossessed and expelled himself and aU his

race from Delvin, and drove him from it as the

new swarm (of bees) drives away the old swarm.

After that he nominated Art, the son of Cormac,
the Mac Coghlan ; he took that portion of the

country belonging to Cormac, the son of Ferdor-

cha, from him, and then plundered, expelled, and

banished him across the Shannon, westward into

Hy Maine, and after expelling Cormac he took

possession of the castle of Kilcoman, into which

he put the provisions of the tribe of Fergal, and

his own guards. Cormac and the Hy Manians

marched, on the 9th of May, with a force into

Delvin, and burned and completely plundered

Cluain-I-Flaithile and Knock-Ratha-Benain, and

slew six persons, and the only son of O'Siaghail

(O'Sheil), i.e. Murtogh, the best physician of his

age in the surrounding neighbourhood. It hap-

pened afterwards that they encountered Mac
Coghlan, the people of the country, and their hired

soldiers who accompanied them, at Bel-atha-na-

gcaorach (the ford of the sheep), on Dubh Ab-

hain (the black river), in which engagement Cor-

mac and his forces were defeated, and upwards of

twenty of them were slain, along with JNIalachy,

the son of John O'Kelly, Felim, the son of O'Fal-

lon, and the son of Dougall Mac Naghtan ; they

lost upwards of twenty horses, together with

much arms and armour, and many of them were

drowned ; on the following Monday they were all

beheaded, and their heads were brought to the

town of Edmond Fahy, viz. Bally Macadams, in

Kinel Fearga, in Ely O'Carroll, and were raised

on spears as trophies of victory.

Edmond Fahy encamped before the castle of

Fedan for the space of eight days, and Cormac

Mac Coghlan, who was in the castle, was com-

pelled to give him hostages, after which he and

Edmond made a gossipship with each other.

A great war having arisen between the French,

Enghsh, and Scotch, Donogh, the son of O'Conor

Faily, and the sons of Cahir O'Conor, entered into

the king's pay, and were sent to England to aid

in the war, along with a great number of fighting

kerns of Leinster and Meath, and were thus re-

moved from their patrimony.

Calvach O'Carroll went to Dublin, to attend

the great court, but he was treacherously taken

prisoner, and confined in the king's castle, and

none obtained any information of the cause, or

how he could be ransomed.

The lieutenant (sir Francis Bryan), and Edmond
Fahy, marched with their forces twice into Ely, on

whichaccountO'CaiToll,i.e. Teige Lusc, gotgreatly

alarmed, and consequently a war broke out between

them. Not long afterwardsEdmondFahy demanded
of Mac Coghlan, and the people of Delvin, to march

with him on a predatory incursion into Ely ; they
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however refused to comply with his request, on

which account Edmond became enraged and ex-

asperated, and dissensions having ensued, O'Car-

roll and Mac Coghlan expelled Edmond, on account

of his tyranny and overbeaiing conduct towards

them ; they took the castle of Kilcoman, and the

castle of Kincora, from him, and it was after that

manner he was deprived of Delvin, after having

been in dire bondage by him for half a-year.

Saighir Chiarain (Seirkeiran, in King's county),

and Killcomiac, were burned by the English, and

by O'CarroU.

The lieutenant and the English marched with a

force into Delvin, at the instigation of Edmond
Fahy, to take revenge for his expulsion ; they

burned and plundered from Bealach-an-Fothair to

Tochar, and also the town of Mac Huallachan, in

Lusmagh (in King's county) ; they remained en-

camped for a night at Ballynacloiche, and re-

turned home on the following day with prey and

booty, without battle or conflict.

Magh-Slaine (a plain in Westmeath), was laid

waste by O'Melaghlin, i. e. Teige Roe, aided by

the English of Athlone, and the fleet of the Caladh

(that is, of the port on the Shannon near Ath-

lone).

The castle of Ely, the castle of Delvin, i. e. Ba-

nagher, the castle of Magh-Isdean (Moystown, in

King's county), and Clochan-na-gCeapach (Clogh-

an, in King's county), were demolished, lest they

should be taken possession of by the English.

The Red Captain (supposed to be one of the

Butlers of Ormond), marched with a force

against O'Carroll to Carraic-an-Chomhi-aic' (in

A. D. 1548.

1. Carraic-an-Chnmhraic, considered to be Carrickahorig, in

the barony of Lower Ormond, county of Tipperary, near the Shan-
non, between Portumna and Burrisokane. There are various otlier

places mentioned in the Annals in the course of this year, the situ-

ation of which has not been exactly explained. Caislen Cinnchor-
adh was a castle at the place now called Kincor, within about half

a mile of Ferbane, on the northern bank of the Greater Brosna
river, opposite to the priory of Gallen. Caislen Cillcomain was a
castle situated at the place now called Kilcumniin, in the parish

of Tissarin,' barony of Garrycastle, King's county, between the
towns of Cloghan and Shannon Bridge. Cluain-I-Fhlaithile is

supposed to be Clonaughil near Birr, where a castle formerly stood.

Cnoc-Ratha-Benain, considered to be the place now called the
Knock, near Leap castle, in the barony of Ballybrit, King's coun-
ty. Bel-Atha-na-gCaorach, on the Black river, was situated on
the Blackwater,a small river abouttwo miles north of the Greater
Brosna, in the barony of Garrycastle, King's county. Caislen-
an-Fheadain is now Fadden castle, near Belmount, in "the parish of
Tissarin, King's county. Saighir Ciarnin is the parish of Saiger or
Seirkiaran, in King's county. Kilcormaic is now called Frank-

the barony of Lower Ormond, county of Tip-

perary), and O'Carroll gave them battle, in

which he slew two or three score of them. The

Red Captain marched at three different times with

his forces in one-quarter of a year to Carrick-an-

Chomhraic, but he did not succeed in gaining the

castle, or any part of the country, and was obliged

to return without obtaining any advantage, after

ha\ang sustamed much injury, and losing many of

his men.

Cahir Roe O'Conor was taken prisoner by Rick-

ard Saxanagh Burke (Rickard Burke, earl of Clan-

rickard, surnamed Saxanagh, or the Saxon), who
delivered him into the hands of the English.

O'Carroll burned the Aonach (Nenagh in Tip-

perary), both monastery and town, from the fortress

outwards, and on the same occasion he burned

the monastery of Uaithne (Owney in Tipperary),

expelled the English therefrom, and confounded

them very much, and subdued their strength and

power so much, that he commanded them to quit

his country (Ormond in Tipperary, which was

part of Ely O'Carroll), except alone a few guards

which were in Nenagh, viz., in the Tower, of the

son of Manus. Cahir Roe O'Conor was put to

death in Dublin, and Malachy O'Melaghhn was

liberated from his imprisonment with the Eng-

lish.

O'Moore, i. e. Gillpatrick, died suddenly in

England, and his death would have been a great

loss were it not for the power of the English.

Moy Corran, both houses and churches, was

plundered by O'Can-oU, i. e. Teige Caoch, and by

Mac Coghlan, namely. Art, the son of Cormac, in

ford, a town in the King's county, in the ancient territory of Fer-

call, the principality of the O'Mulloys, and this church was their

chief burial place. Bel-Atha-an-Fhothair, probably the townland

between Birr and Banagher, called Ballaghanogher. Tochar, sup-

posed to be in the parish of Lusmagh, King's county. Baile-Mic-

Uallachain, also in the parish of Lusmagh, near the Shannon, about

two miles west of Banagher, barony of Garrycastle, an ancient

district possessed by the O'Hoolaghans, now called Coolaghans.

Baile-na-Cloiche is a townland in Lusmagh, known by .the name
of Coolclough and Ballj-nacloughe, adjoining Ballymaccoolahan.

Clochan-na-gCeapach, now Cloghan, in the King's county. At
A. D. 1.546, Tochar Cruachain, mentioned in the text, is the place

now called Togher, near Croaghan Hill, about four miles from

Philipstown, in the King's county ; it derived its name from the

great Togher, or bog-pass, through which a road led in former

times towards Meath. For the accurate topographical accounts

of these places the translator is indebted to the information kindly

communicated by that learned antiquary, Thomas L. Cooke, Esq.,

of Parsonstown, in the King's county, author of the History of

Parsonstown or Birr.
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revenge of the treachery of the Delvinians, and

they encamped that night at Leacach Araadlain.

John, the son of O'Neill, marched with a force

against the Clanaboy, and Bryan Fogartach

O'Neill, the son of Niall Oge, son of Con, son of

Hugh Buighe, a prosperous and warlike man, and

a man distinguished for benevolence and hospi-

tality, and the resplendent luminary of his own
tribe, was slain by John O'Neill on that expe-

dition.

A.D. 1549.

O'Boyle, i. e. Donal, the son of Niall, son of

Torlogh, died on the 4th of August.

Eveleen, the daughter of O'Donnell, and wife

of O'Boyle, died.

Malachy Gott O'Madden, tanist of Siol Anm-
cha, was slain by Malachy Modardha O'Madden,
and his kinsmen, in revenge of his father and

brother.

Niall O'Melaghlin attacked the house in wliich

O'Melaghhn, i. e. Teige Roe, and his kinsman

Murrogh were, in the town of Newcastle (proba-

bly Newtown in Fertullagh, in Westmeath). The
house was burned over them, and upwards of

twenty persons in it were either killed or wounded,

nine of them were slain on the spot, and O'Me-
laghlin and his kinsman escaped, but Murrogh

was wounded on that occasion.

The lord justice, Edward Belliugham, went to

England, and William Brabazon, i. e. the treasurer,

was appointed in his place, and a great court was

held in Limerick by that lord justice. O'CaiToU
went to that court under the guarantee'^of the earl

of Desmond, the mayor of Limerick, and the

English and Irish nobles who attended that court,

and he returned back safe, after having gained

terms of peace for himself and for those of the

Irish in alliance with him, namely, Mac Murrogh,
O'Kelly, O'Melaghlin, and several others who are

not recorded.

Bally Mac Adam was taken from Edmond Fahy,

and the O'Carrolls were reinstated in it, which was
a source of great joy and gladness to the people of

Ely.

Donogh O'Ferrall, tanist of the O'Ferralls (of

Longford), was treacherously slain by his own
brother.

O'Sullivan, i. e. Dermod, a warlike, valiant,

friendly, and pious man, was burned by powder in

his own castle (at Dunboy, in the county of Cork),

and his brother, Awlave O'Sullivan, who succeeded

him, was afterwards slain.

A.D. 1550.

Roderick, the son of Donogh, son of Hugh Roe
O'Donnell, bishop of Deny, and a friar of the

unrestricted order (of Franciscans), died on the

8th of October, and was interred at Donegal, m
the habit of St. Francis.

The abbot of Easroe (Ballyshannon), John, the

son of Donal Roe O'Gallagher, died on the 29th

of April.

Mac Sweeney of Banagh, i. e. Torlogh Meir-

geach, was slain in the town of Mac Sweeney, by
the Clan Coilin, namely, AVilliam, Teige, and
John, and by the Clan Coinaigean (probably Cun-
ninghams from Scotland), on the 8th of January.

Roderick Ballach, the son of Owen Roe Mac
Sweeney, having gone to obtain the lordship of

Tir Banagh fi-om O'Donnell, and not having suc-

ceeded, he proceeded to Killybegs, and completely

plundered the town, but in a quarter of a year

after that he was slain by Maolmurry, the son of

Hugh, on the 31st day of March.

Mac Ward of TirconneU, i. e. Fergal, the son of

Donal Roe, a man truly learned in poetry, and a

professor of schools, a man distinguished for fame

and excellence throughout Ireland in his time,

and who kept a house of general hospitahty,

died.

Anthony St. Leger, who was lord justice in

Ireland before, came again as lord justice, and a

great number of the Irish chieftains repaired to

meet him at the great court in Dublin.

Rickard Saxanagh, the son of Ulick of the

Heads, was nominated earl (of Clam'ickard).

A.D. 1551.

The archbishop of Cashel, Edmond Butler, the

son of Pierce, earl of Ormond, died.

MmTogh, the son of Torlogh, son of Teige, son

of Torlogh O'Brien, earl of Thomond, by the

EngUsh and the king, but always O'Brien accord-

ing to the Irish usage, a victorious man in battle.
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valiant in combat, respected, rich and of great

affluence, the first man of the race of the O'Briens

who was called earl, died, and his brother's son,

Donogh, the son of Conor, was appointed his suc-

cessor.

Cathbhar, the son of Manus, son of Hugh Duv,

son of Hugh Roe (O'Donnell); the son of O'Boyle,

and the son of Mac Sweeney of Banagh, together

with a long ship's crew, were slain by the Scots

at Toraigh (Tory Island, off the coast ofDonegal),

on the 1 6th of September.

Graine (Grace), the daughter of Manus, son of

Hugh, son of Hugh Roe (O'Donnell), the wife of

O'Rourke, i. e. of Bryan, the son of Owen, died

on the 29th of September.

The lord justice, Anthony St. Leger, was re-

called, and James Crofts was sent to Ireland to

succeed him as lord justice.

The lord justice marched with a force in the

beginning of harvest into Ulster, and despatched

the crews of four ships to Reachrann (the Island

of Rathlin, off the coast of Antrin), to plunder it.

James and Colla Maol Duv, the sons of Mac
Donnell of Scotland, were on the island to defend

the place ; an engagement ensued, in which the

Saxons were overthrown, and not one of them
escaped to tell the tale excepting the lieutenant

who commanded them, whom the Scots kept as a

prisoner until they got in his stead their own
brother, namely, Somhairle Buidhe Mac Donnell

(commonly called Sorley Boy Mac Donnell), who
had been imprisoned by the English of Dubhn, a

year before that time, besides another great ransom

along with him.

A great court was held in Dublin upon the

retui'n of the lord justice. O'Neill, i.e. Con, the

son of Con, earl of Tyrone, was taken prisoner at

that time, through the accusations and complaints

of his own son, Ferdorcha, i. e. the baron, where-

upon the young sons of O'Neill waged a great war

against the English and the baron, in revenge of

the imprisonment of their father, and much des-

truction was committed between them.

The English marched with a force again into

Ulster to avenge their enmity upon the sons of

Mac Donnell, the sons of O'iVeill, and the son of

Niall Oge, son of Niall, son of Conn, son of Hugh
Buighe. The Ultonians and Scots were prepared

to meet them, and after they had encountered

each other, a fierce and desperate battle ensued, in

which the English were defeated, and two hundred

of the Saxons, and of their Irish allies, were slain,

and such of them as escaped returned in disgrace

and discomfiture from that expedition.

A great court was held in Athlone, and Mac
Coghlan having repaired thither, obtained his par-

don, and a patent for his estate, and Delvin Eathra

(barony of Garrycastle, in King's county), was
put under rent for the king.

O'Conor Faily, i. e. Bryan, who was incarce-

rated since the time he had been conveyed to

England, having made an effort to escape, was re-

taken ; his life was however again spared, but he

was condemned to lasting imprisonment.

Donal Mac Congal died.

A.D. 1552.

Clonmacnois was plundered and devastated by
the English of Athlone ; they took the large bells

out of the Cloicteach (the steeple or belfry), and

left neither large nor small bell, image, altar, book,

gem, nor even glass in a window in the walls of the

church, that they did not carry away with them
;

and that truly was a lamentable deed, to plunder

the city of Kiaran, the patron saint.

Teige O'Rourke, the son of Owen, tanist of

Brefney, was hanged by his own people. Some
have asserted that Bryan O'Rourke, his father's

brother, was concerned in that execution.

Mac Sweeney, of Fanat, i. e. Roderick ; Niall,

his kinsman ; and Bryan, the son of Edmond,
were treacherously slain at Mainister.

Mahon, the son of Bryan, son of Teige, son of

Torlogh O'Brien, was slain by the people of Do-
nogh, the son of Conor O'Brien.

The son of O'Brien of Thomond, i. e. Dermod,

the son of Murrogh, son of Torlogh, died on the

night of the festival of St. Bridget, and was inter-

red in the monastery of Ennis.

A great war arose this year, between the Eng-
lish on one side and the Ultonians, excepting a

few, and the Scots on the other side, and many
evils were committed between them.

The lord justice (sir James Crofts), marched

again with an army into Ulster against the son of

Niall Oge, namely, Hugh O'Neill (O'Neill of

Clanaboy), and the Scots. A party of the English
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headed by the son of Savadge, proceeded before

them with a preying force, but were met at Bel-

fast by the son of Niall Oge, who vigorously at-

tacked them, put them to flight, and killed the

son of Savadge, together with two or three score

of his men. The other forces, however, advanced,

and commenced to build a castle at Belfast, but

they gained no victory, took no spoils or hostages,

and their pride was very much humbled on that

occasion. Ferdorcha, i. e. the baron, the son of

O'Neill, marched with a great force to aid the lord

justice and the Enghsh, but not being able to

come up to them that night, he encamped in their

neighbourhood. John Donngaileach O'Neill, his

brother, pursued him with another party, made a

nocturnal attack upon the camp of the baron's

forces, and defeated and slew an immense number

of his men. WiUiam Brabazon, the king's treasurer

in Ireland for a long period, and who was for some

time lord justice, and by whom a court was erected

in Athlone, died on the same expedition ; his body

was conveyed in a ship to Dublin, and his heart

was afterwards sent to the king as a token of his

sei^vices and loyalty towards him.

O'Neill being still in imprisonment, his son

John Donngaileach, and the son of Niall Oge,

A. D. 1553.

1. Queen Mary.—On the death of Edward VI., on the 6th of

July, 15 j3, his si>ter Mary, then in the 37tli year of her ajie, suc-

ceeded as queen of England ; she was daujihterof Henry VIII. by

his first wife Catherine of Arrason, who was dauyliter of Ferdinand

and Isabella, king and queen of (Spain, and widow of prince Ar-
thur, hrotlier of king Henry VIII. Mary was created princess of

Wales, but after the divorce of her mother she was deprived of

that title, which was conferred on the princess Elizabeth, daughter

of king Henry by Anne Boleyn. Edward YI. was induced to alter

by his will the succession to the crown in favour of lady Jane
Grey, and exclude his sister Mary, she being a Roman Catholic.

Lady Jane Grey was daughter of Henry Grey, marquess of Dor-
set and duke of Sutfolk, and being maternally descended from king

Henry VII. of England, and from Louis XII., king of France,

was therefore of the blood royal, and considered to have some
claim to the crown ; she was married to lord Guildford Dudley,
son of John Dudley, earl of Warwick and duke of Northumber-
land, who conspired to exclude Mary from tlie throne, and had his

daughter-in-law, lady Jane, proclaimed queen of England, but she

reigned only ten or twelve days. The duke of Northumberland
headed an insurrection in support of lady Jane, hut was defeated

by queen Mary's forces, taken prisoner, and executed on Tower
Hill, in August, 1553, and in February 1554, lady Jane Grey and
her husband lord Dudley, who were imprisoned in the Tower,
were likewise beheaded for high treason. In July 1554, Mary
was married in the cathedral of Winchester to Philip, prince of

Spain, son of Charles V., emperor of Germany ; Philip became
king of Spain as Philip II. in 1556, so that he was at the same
time king of Spain and king-consort of England ; for by an act of

the English Parliament Philip was permitted lo take the title of

king of England during the life of queen Mary ; hence this reign

is designated " the reign of Philip and Mary," and their coins

namely Hugh, carried on the war against the

baron and the English, to revenge his incarcera-

tion.

The lord justice marched with another army
into Ulster in harvest, and only succeeded in de-

stroying the crops ; some of his people were slain,

and he returned without gaining submission or

peace.

A great war arose between O'Reilly and the

Saxons, and O'Reilly committed many depreda-

tions on them.

O'Conor Faily being in England, no person

expected his return.

The baron of Delvin (Nugent of Westmeath),

having gone to England, returned back after

having transacted his affairs to his satisfaction.

The lord justice, James Croft, having gone to

England, the chancellor, Thomas Cusack, i. e.

Cusack of Ballycuisin (in Meath), was appointed

lord justice in his place.

A. D. 1553.

Mary was proclaimed queen of England on the

6th of July.'

Donal and Torlogh, the sons of Conor O'Brien,

were struck as those of Philip and Mary. As Philip became king
of Spain, Naples, and Sicily, and was a prince of the German em-
pire, the titles borne by him and his queen in all public documents
were " Philip and Mary, by the grace of God, king and queen of

England, Ireland, France, Spain, Naples, Sicily, and Jerusalem,

defenders of the faith, arch-duke and arch-duchess of Austria,

duke and duchess of Milan, Burgundy, and Brabant, count and
countess of Hapsburgh, Flanders, and Tyrol." The king resided

sometimes in England, and occasionally in Spain, during the life

of his queen, and Mary died on the 17th of November, 1558, in

the 43rd year of her age, and the Gth of her reign.

Lords Lieutenant.—In 1553, sir Thomas Cusack, lord chan-

cellor, and sir Gerald Aylmer, chief justice of the King's Bench,
were lords justices, and in the same year on the 11th of Novem-
ber, sir Anthony St. Leger landed at Dalkey, being a fifth time

appointed lord deputy, and was sworn and received the sword in

Trinity Church, Dublin, on the I'Jth of the same month ; he con-

tinued till 1556, when he returned to England. In 1556 Thomas
Ratcliffe, viscount Fitz-Walter, and afterwards earl of Sussex,

was appointed lord deputy, and arrived in Dublin on Whit Sunday,
and was sworn in Christ Church. The earl of Sussex, says Cox,
brought over wilh him twenty-five thousand pounds in money to

provide against the Scots Islanders, and Irisli rebels; he made
an expedition into Ulster against the Scots, who in great numbers
came from Argyleshire and the Hebrides, under the Mac Donnells,

Mac Dougalls, and other Scottish chiefs at this period, and made
frequent incursions into Ulster, particularly in Down and Antrim,
against the English settlers there ; the Scots were generally in

alliance with the O'Neills, O'Donnells, and other chiefs of Ulster,

against the English government, and it appears that their chief

place of rendezvous was the island of Ratlilin, off the coast of

Antrim. The Scots Islanders besieged Carrickfergus at this time,

but they were defeated by the lord deputy in July, and two hun-
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made a nocturnal attack on their brother Donogh
More, the son of Conor, lord of Thomond, at

Clonroad (at Ennis in Clare) ; they plundered and

burned the town, and slew some people, and

O' Brien, i. e. Donogh, betook himself to the tower

which was in the town for protection ; that trans-

action took place in the beginning of Lent, and the

cause of that contention among the O'Briens

was, that Donogh had obtained from the king the

right of succession for his own son, on whom the

title of baron was conferred in opposition to his

senior, therefore these brothers became incensed,

and perpetrated the forementioned attack, although

some have asserted that they were not justified

in the act they committed. In consequence of this,

disturbances arose in Thomond, but this contention

did not long continue, for Donogh ]\Iore O'Brien,

the earl of Thomond, having died on Passion

Saturday following, Donal succeeded in his place.

Judith, the daughter of Manus O'Donnell, the

wife of O'Conor Sligo, died on the ICth of June.

Donogh, the son of Torlogh, son of Murrogh
O'Brien, died.

Niall, the son of Fehm O'Melaghhn, tanist of

Clan Colman, a prosperous and warlike man, and
the best man of his age belonging to his tribe,

was treacherously slain by O'Mclaghlin, namely,
Teige Roe, at Bel-an-Atha, while returning from
the court of Mullingar.

dred of tliem slain, and sir Henry Sydney, who accompanied tlie
deputy, slew with his own hand James Mac Connell or Mac Don-
nell

; tiie earl of Ormond and sir Joim Stanley likewise beliaved
with grpat bravery. The lord deputy having placed a garrison
and supplies in Carrickferg\is, returned to Dublin, and left Stanley
as governor of Ulster. Tlicae invasions of the Scots were so fre-
quent and tierce, that an act was ]\assed at this time in the Irish
Parliament, and, according to Co\ and Campion, it was made
treason to introduce or receive any of the Scots into Ireland, and
it was made felony for the Irisli or English to intermarry with the
Scots without a license under the great seal. The lord deputy
then marched to Leinster and Munster, and received the submis-
sion of many chiefs. In 1.537, in tlie months of June and July,
Sussex held a Parliament in Dublin, which in November was
adjourned to Limerick, and in tlie following March to Drogheda.
Amongst other acts passed in it, statutes were enacted, says Cox,
to punish heresies and to repeal all acts against the Pope in the
reign of Henry VIII., also for forming into counties the territories
of Offiiley and Leix, which belonged to the O'Conors, O'Mulloys,
O'CarroUs, Mac Coghlans, O'Moores, O'Dempseys, O'Dunns, &c.,
and they were accordingly formed into the King's and Queen's
counties, the chief town of the former, anciently named Dangan,
being called Philijistown, in lionour of king Philip, and the chief
town of the latter Maryborough, from queen JIary. The lord de-
puty m July went on an expedition against the O'Maddens of Gal-
way, and took from them the castle of Meelick ; in August he
agani marched into Ulster with his forces, accompanied by the
earls ot Kildare and Ormond, and the barons of Baltinglass, Del-

Moy Corran (in Westmeath) was plundered,

and its castles taken, viz., Clonlonan and Cais-

lean Nua (Newcastle), and O'JMelaghlin was ex-

pelled therefrom by the baron of Delvin, and the

English of Athlone, in revenge of the death of

Niall, the son of Felim.

Mac William Burke, i. e. Richard-an-Iarainn

(of the Iron), was defeated by the sons of Thomas
Bacach Btirkc, and the people of Gallen (in Mayo),

and Richard himself was takoi prisoner, and one

hundred and fifty of his forces slain.

O'Brien, i. e. Donal, marched with a force into

Leinster, and held a conference with the English

in Leix at the Port (probably Portnehinch or

Portarlington, in Queen's county), and they sepa-

rated in peace ; they took hostages from O'Car-

roll as guarantees for keeping the peace.

The daughter of O'Conor Faily, i. e. Margaret,

went to England on the strength of her friends

and relatives there, and also of her knowledge of

the English language, to ask the release of her

father of Queen Mary, and having appealed to her

mercy, she ol)taiued the release of her father, whom
she brought with her to Ireland ; other hos-

tages were, however, given in his stead to the lord

justice and the council, namely Roderick O'Conor,

the eldest of his own sons, and others along with

him.

Gerald Oge and Edward, the sons of the earl of

vin, Dunboyne, and Dunsaney; he attacked the Scots and Irish,

i)ut only succeeded in taking some preys ; in October he came to

Dundalk, spoiled the country and burned Armagh, except the

cathedral; he thence marched to Newry, returned to Dublin, and
went to England. In 1557 Hugh Curvvin, an Englishman, arch-

bishop of Dul)lin, and lord chancellor, with sir Henry Sydney,
treasurer, were appointed lords justices, and in the same year

Sydney was appointed lord deputy, and made some expeditions

against the O'Mulloys of Fercall, and other chiefs in King's county.

In 1558 Thomas, earl of Susse.x, returned as lord deputy, and was
sworn in Christ Church, on the 1st of May ; he brought over with
him live hundred soldiers, and, says Cox, " had au order to coin

brass money and make it current by proclamation, which he did."

In June he marched into Munster against Donal O'Brien, he pro-

ceeded to Limerick and Thomonil, dispersed their forces, took the

castles of Buuratty and Clare, and restored the country to the

earl of Thomond. In June the earl of Desmond made his submis-
sion to the deputy ; he next proceeded to Galway, and was well

received by the bishops and clergy of Tuani, Clonfert, and Clon-

maenoise, who went to meet him in procession. In September the

deputy shipped his forces at Dalkey, and sailed to Ulster to at-

tack the Scots ; he proceeded to the island of Raghlin, ofl" the

coast of Antrim, and, though he lost one of his ships in a storm, he

took the island from the Scots, placed a garrison in it, and having

sailed to the coast of Scotland, he plundered and laid waste Can-
tu-e and other parts of Argyleshire and the Hebrides ; he then re-

turned to Carrickfergus, burned the possessions of the Scots in

Antrim, and came to Dublm in November.
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Kildare, returned to Ireland after havang been in

exile at Rome, in Italy, and in France, for the

space of sixteen years, and they obtained the res-

toration of their estates and of the earldom from

the queen. The son of the earl of Ossory, i. e.

Thomas, the son of James, son of Pierce Butler,

also returned, and was appointed earl in his fathers

place. The heir of the Mac Gillpatrick, i. e.

Bryan Oge, the son of Biyan, also returned along

with the sons of the earl of Kildare, and the earl

of Ossory. The greater portion of the inhabitants

of the southern half of Ireland were greatly re-

joiced at their return, and no one thought that any

of the race of the earl of Kildare or of O'Conor

would ever return to Ireland.

The baron of Delvin marched with a force into

Delvin Eathra (in King's county), at the instiga-

tion of Cormac Caoch and the race of Fergal Mac
Coghlan, a fortnight after November. He re-

mained encamped two nights in the country, and

plundered and burned from Bealach-an-Fothair to

Tochar-Cinn-JNIona, and great was the destruction

committed by that force, although they did not

effect any considerable prey or slaughter.

A retaliatory contention arose between Mac
Coghlan and the race of Fergal and O'Mulloy, and

excessive damages were committed between them.

In that contest a surprising act was perpetrated at

Cluan Nona (Clononey, in King's county), viz., a

rustic of the people of the town acted treacherously

on the guards of the town, slew three eminent men
of them with a wood-cleaver, bound a woman who
was inside, and took the castle, which was a bold

act for any one common man to perform.

O'Brien, i. e. Donal, expelled from Beann Mor
the earl of Clanrickard, who was besieging John
Burke.

A.D. 1554.

Cahir, the son of Art, son of Dermod Lamh-
dearg (of the Red Hand) Mac Murrogh, a man
distinguished for his prosperity and valour, and a

worthy heir to the lordship of Leinster, were it

not for the invasion of the English, died.

O'Carroll, i. e. Calvach, was slain by William
Odhar and the tribe of Maolroona O'Carroll, and
by Conal Oge O'Moore, in revenge of his trea-

chery to Teige Caoch before that time, and that

evil deed was well retaliated on him, for he him-
self, and Teige, the son of Donogh, his brother,

were expelled for that ci'irae in the space of a year

;

William O'CaiToU was nominated the O'Carroll in

his place.

Donal O'Brien, lord of Thomond, marched with

a force to the castle of Dun Michil (in Clare),

against Conor Groibhleach, the son of Donogh
O'Brien, to take the castle from him ; the earl of

Ormond came with his forces to expel O'Brien

from the castle.

O'Brien marched with a force in a week after

that into Clanrickard, and committed great depre-

dations on a part of the country ; from thence he

proceeded to Dun Lathrach, and the tribe of

Rickard Oge, and the tribe of Mj'ler Burke came
to him and entered his service for pay and support.

The battle of Ceannsalach at Cloch-Chinnfao-

ladh (Cloghaneely, in Donegal), was fought be-

tween the Mac Sweeneys of the Districts on the

first of November precisely, and the principal

persons in this engagement were Mac Sweeney,

i. e. Owen Oge, the son of Owen, his brother Tor-

logh Carrach, and Niall, the son of Maolmurry,

on the one side, and the sons of Donagh Mac
Sweeney on the other side, namely, Hugh Buighe,

Edmond, Conor, and Donal. Mac Sweeney, his

brother Torlogh Carrach, and Niall, the son of

Maolmuny, fell on the one side, and Edmond
and Conor, the sons of Donogh, on the other side,

and many chiefs along with those were also slain

on both sides.

The earl of Kildare, with a large force, joined

by the baron of Delvin, and a great body of the

Irish, marched into Ulster against Felim Roe, the

son of Art, son of Hugh O'Neill, at the instiga-

tion of John Dongaileach, the son of O'Neill

;

they committed great depredations, and upwards

of fifty of their men were slain on that occasion.

O'Neill, i. e. Con, the son of Con (earl of Tyrone)

marched with a force to attack the Clannaboy, and

after entering the territory, Hugh, the son of Niall

Oge O'Neill, and the sons of Mac Donnell, col-

lected all the forces they had to oppose them, and

an engagement ensued, in which O'Neill was de-

feated with great slaughter, three himdred of his

forces being slain.

A great Boroimhe (cattle tribute), viz : three

hundred and forty cows, was allotted and levied
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on Delvin Eathra (in King's county), by the earl

of Kildare, as an eraic (fine) for his foster brother

Robert Nugent, who was killed by Art, the son of

Cormac Mac Coghlan.

O'Conor Faily, i. e. Bryan, was imprisoned by
the English.

Hugh, the son of Anmchadh O'Madden, lord of

v. The Kingdom of Ulster.—In this article is continued from

p. 418 tlie ancient liistory of Ulster, which, in the annotations to

the preceeding numbers, had been brought down to the fourth

century, with an account of the princes and chiefs of the race of

Clan Colla, who conquered the old race of tlie Irian kings of

Eniania, and became the chief rulers of Ulster.

Foreign imasiom—Battle nfDerry.—In Hanmer's Chronicle,

which was compiled in the reign of Elizabeth chiefly from the

ancient record called the Book of Howtli, an account is given of

various foreigii invaders, composed of Danes, Germans, Gauls,
Spaniards, and Britons, who came to Ireland in vast numliers in

the beginning of the fourth century, in the time of the Roman
Emperor Constantine, who reigned from A. D. 312 to 337. The
Franks, Saxons, and other German tribes at this time, invaded
Gaul, and fierce battles were fought between them and the Ro-
man legions under Constantine, who treated the vanquished with
dreadful severity. Constantine and his generals also made mili-
tary expeditions in Britain against the revolted Britons, Picts,
and Caledonians, and it is probable that some of those various
tribes of Franks, Saxons, Britons, Picts, and Caledonians, who
were subdued by Constantine, fled from the Roman arms to seek
new settlements in other countries, and invaded Ireland at this

period, being likewise joined by Danes and Norwegians. Accord-
ing to Hanmcr the first body of those invaders, to the number of
thirty thousand, " landed at the Dcrrie, where Coukedagh, one of
the princes of the north, being prepared for them, by a sleight set
their shipping on fire, and met with them in a place where they
were all overthrown, so that with their arms those among the
Irish that formerly wanted some, were furnished, and made fit

for the wars." This invasion appears to have taken place be-
tween the years 330 and 330 ; and the Irish king, mentioned as
Coukedagh, who defeated the foreigners at Derry, might have
been Colla Uais, who, according to the Ogygia, was monarch of
Ireland from A. D. 327 to 33

1
, and afterwards king of Ulster, and

his name, by the mistake of some transcriber, might have been
made Coukedagh, or there might have been a prince of that name
in Ulster at the time ; others suppose it was Conn-Cead-Cathach,
or Conn of the Hundred Battles, but this opinion involves an ana-
chronism, as Conn was monarch of Ireland in the latter end of the
second century.

The Battle of KnocUngen.—According to Hanmer, another
great body of the invaders came to Lambay, off the coast of
Dublin, landed their forces at the Folles.se of Skerries, and hav-
ing set their men in battle array, marched to a place now called
Knock-na-Gean, that is the hill of dead men's heads, where
Dermod Lamhdearg, king of Leinster, met them and fought a
cruel battle with equal fortune for the space of four days ; the
Irish, by reason of the spoil and victory got at the former battle
(at Derry), were mightily encouraged, and also the milk and fresh
meat which the country yielded them, and the strangers wanted,
made them the more able to fight ; to he short, the strangers
were overthrown, and thirty-six thousand af them slain, whose
arms furnished Ireland tlioroughly to encounter with the rest of
the combination." It appears from this account that those fo-
reigners must have had immense forces, as the enormous number
of 36,000 of them were slain in this tremendous battle; and it
also appears that the Ultonians, who had defeated an army of the
same invaders at Derry, followed them to the borders of "jleath,
and fought in this engagement, assisting the men of Meath and
the Lagenians under Dermod Lamhdearg, or Dermod the Red-
Handed, king of Leinster. The place where this battle was fought

'

13 now known as Knockingen, near Balbriggan, on the sea shore

Siol Anmcha, died, and John, the son of Breasal

O'Madden, succeeded in his place.

Teige, the son of Hugh O'CotFey, chief profes-

sor of Ireland and Scotland in poetry, died.

Cormac, the son of Ferdorcha Mac Coghlan,

chief of his own branch, and heir to the lordship

of Delvin Eathra, died at Clonlonan.

in Meath, at the river Delvin, which separates the counties of
Meath and Dublin ; from this great battle the place got its name
Cnoc-na-gCeann, signifying the Hill of Heads, and there is there
still on the sea shore a large sepalchral mound, like a green hil-

lock, in which, as described hi D' Alton's History of Drogheda,
when opened in the year 1840, by George Alexander Hamilton,
Esq. of Balbriggan , were found vast quantities of fragments of
human bones, which had been burned or calcined according to

the customs of those ancient days, and near the same place along
the shore, between that and Balbriggan, are some other mounds,
and no doubt these mounds were the sepulchres of the warriors
slain in that battle. More of those invaders, with immense for-

ces, about the same time, landed in Monster, and fought many
terrific battles with the natives about the bay of Ventry, but were
at length vanquished, with prodigious slaughter, by the men of
Munster, of which battles an account has been given at p. 173, in

the note on Desmond, and they are celebrated under the title of
Cath-Fionn-Tragha, signifying the battle of Ventry, in some
ancient Irish M.S. compositions, copies of which still remain.

The race of Hxj Niall.—The great families of Ily Niall, a
name signifying the race of Niall, took their designation from their

renowned ancestor Niall Naoigiallaidh, who was monarch of Ire-

land for twenty-seven years, in the latter end of the fourth and
beginning of the fifth century, and ruled from A. D. 37'J to 406,
according to O'Flaherty's Ogygia. Niall was son of Eochy
Muighmeadhoin, monarch of Ireland, of the race of Heremon,
and descended from a long line of illustrious kings, including the

celebrated monarchs Cormac and Conn of the Hundred Battles
;

he was a famous warrior, and surnamed Naoi Giallaidh, signifying

of the Nine Hostages, in consequence of his having taken hostages

from nine dift'erent nations during his expeditions, and he is there-

fore named by Latin writers Niallus Novi-Obsidutn, signifying

Niall of the Nine Hostages, and also Niallus Magnus, or Niall

the Great. He made many military expeditions into Gaul and
Britain, in one of which, while reclining on the banks of the

Loire, in Armoric Gaul, he was slain with a shot of a poisoned ar-

row bj an Irish prince named Eochy, the son of Eana Cinsealach,

king of Leinster, with whom he had former feuds. A remarkable
circumstance connected with the history of Niall of the Hostages,

is that of his having brought to Ireland from Gaul, in one of his

military expeditions, along with many other captives, a boy, who
was sold as a slave to a chief named Milcho in Dalaradia, where
he remained seven years tending the flocks of his master at Slieve

Mis mountain, in Antrim, and, escaping from his captivity, re-

turned to Gaul, and afterwards became the illustrious apostle of

Ireland, St. Patrick. From Niall of the Hostages were descended

many of the royal houses, and most illustrious families of the Mi-
lesian race; they were named tly Niall, signifying the posterity

of Niall, and are mentioned by the Latin writers under the names
Hy-Nielli and Nielli, and sometimes Nielidani, anglicised Hy-
Niall, and sometimes Niellians. As already shown in the notes

on Meath, Moy-Liftey, and Bregia,the Hy-Niall were divided into

two great branches, namely, the Southern and Northern.

The South Hy-Niall were the posterity of Laoghaire, Maine,

Conall Crimthan, and Fiacha, four sons of king Niall, and they

and their posterity ruled as kings of Meath over the territories

now forming tiie counties of Meath and Westmeath, with parfs of

Longford, Dublin, Kildare, and King's county, from the fifth

century to the English invasion in the latter end of the twelfth, a

period of nearly eight hundred years. The heads of the Southern

Hy-Niall took the name of Clan Colman, and their chief families

were the O'Melaghlins, kings of Meath, and the Mac Geoghegans,
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ODH (Hugh), the

son of Niall Oge, son

of Niall, son of Con,

son of Hugh Buighe

son of BrjanBallach,

O'Neill, lordofClan-

naboy, an opulent,

generous, benevolent

and very hospitable

man, a royal prince,

excellingotherchiefs,

a lord in powerful de-

fence, a man who
gave neither submis-

sion nor obedience to any of the Irish, and

who did not permit hostages or prisoners to

leave his countiy, and who always kej5t hostages
;

a man w ho gave many defeats to the English and

Irish in defending his territory against them, was

slain by the Scots with the shot of a ball.

princes of Kinel Fiacha in Westmeatb. A full account of these,

and all the other chiefs of the southern Hy-Niall, will be found
at p. 6, and at p.p. 292, 314 in the notes on Meath and Bre^ia.

Of the southern Hy-Niall, besides being kings of Meath, twenty-
three also became supreme monarchs of Ireland, from the fifth to

the eleventh century.

Tke North Hy-Niall were divided into two great branches,
namely, the descendants of Eogan, and of Conall Gulban, two of

the sons of JViall of the Hostages. Conall Gulban was a cele-

brated warrior, and called by the bards Conall-na-gCleiis-ci'uaidli,

signifying Conall of the Hardy Deeds, and he got the name
Gulban from being nurtured near the mountain Ben-Gulban, now
called Benbulben, and situated near the shore of the Athlantic,

or bay of Sligo. Conall was slain in a battle with the men of
Brefney at Magh-SIeacht, \. D. 46-1, according to the Annals of
Four Masters, and was buried by St. Cailin of Fenagh, in the

woody solitudes of Moyrein ; Magh-Sleacht was the ancient name
of Fenagh in Leitrini, and the surrounding territory was called

Moyrein. Eogan, brother of Conall, according to the Four Mas-
ters, died of grief for his loss A. D. 4().5, and wasburiedata place
called Ulsge-Chao'm, or the Calm water, now known as Iskeaheen,
in the barony of Inisowen, county of Donegal, and within a few
miles of. Derry, w'here was an ancient churcli, of wiiich some
ruins still remain ; from Eogan the Peninsula of Inisowen got its

name, in Irish Inis-Eogain, signifying the island of Eogan, or
Owen. Tliese two celebrated sons of Niall uf the Hostages are

remarkable in Irish history as the founders of the chief principa-

lities in Ulster, and the progenitors of the renowned race of the
Northern Hy Niall, and particularly as the ancestors of the two
most illustrious of the Milesian families, the O'Neills and O'Don-
nells. In the fifth century these two brothers and their posterity

conquered part of Ulster, from the old chieftains of the Irian

race, or Clanna Rory, and also took possession of a great part of
the territories of the Clan CoUa in the same province. Tiie country
conquered by Eogan and his descendants comprised the present
counties of Tyrone and Derry, with Inisowen, in Donegal, and
the remainder of Donegal was possessed by the posterity of Conall,

as explained at p.p. 49, 51, in these notes. The territory pos-

Tomas Susig (Thomas Sussex), a new lord jus-

tice, came to Ireland, and Anthony St. Leger, the

old lord justice, was recalled.

That lord justice immediately after marched
with an army, at the instigation of O'Neill,

to expel the Mac Uonnells and the Scots

who were taking possession of, and making settle-

ments in the Routes (in the north of Antrim), and
in Clannaboy. The lord justice, with his forces,

remained for six weeks making devastations on
the Scots, and he committed many depre-

dations on them, and slew one or two hun-
dred of the Scots, and afterwards returned with

his forces, without receiving submission or

hostages.

Bryan, the son of Cahir Roe O'Conor Faily,

was killed by Donogh, the son of O'Conor, i. e. of

Bryan.

The lord justice of Ireland collected an army to

march into Munster, and O'Brien mustered an-

other force to oppose him, with which he marched
into Hy Regan (Oregan, in Queen's county), to

meet the lord justice; they there made peace with

sessed by Eogan and his descendants was named Tir-Eognin,
that is, the country of Eogan, or Owen, from which came the name
Tir-Owen, or Tyrone, and his posterity was called Chieal-JSoyain,
or Kinel-Owen, that is the race of Eogan, Owen, or Eugene

;

hence this tribe-name has been anglicised Euyenlans. The territory
possessed by Conall Gulban and his descendants was named Tir-
ConalH, or Tir-Comiell, now the county of Donegal, and his pos-
terity were named Cineal-Coimdl, or Kinel-Conell, anglicised
ConnalliaTis.

The Hy Niall Kings.—In the preceding part of the present
article, an account has been given of the kings of the Southern
Hy Niall, a great number of whom were kings of Meath and
monarchs of Ireland, and many of the Northern Hy Niall were
kings of Ulster, and also monarchs of Ireland. The Eugeaians,
according to the accounts of Keating, O'Flaherty, and various
other authorities, furnished, from the fifth to the tenth century,
sixteen of the monarchs of Ireland, and during the same period,
nine of the Coanallians likewise became monarchs, thus making
twenty-five sovereigns of the Northern Hy Niall, and, as explained
at p. 292 in those notes, twenty-three of the Southern Hy NialJ
were monarchs, thus making in all forty-eight kings of the Hy
Niall race, who exclusively ruled over Ireland for a period of
COO years, from the fifth to the eleventh century, when king
Malachy II. was deposed, A. D. 1002, by Bi^ian Boroimhe, king
of Munster, and head of the Dalcassians, who assumed the sover-
reignty of Ireland, and thus transferred the sceptre from the Here-
monians to the race of Heber. The Eugeniaiis and Connallians
were the chief rulers of Ulster, from the tifth to the latter end of
the sixteenth century, a period of more than a thousand years,
and their head chiefs, who, as hereafter explained, took the names
of O'Neill and O'Donnell, make the most remarkable figure in

Irish history.

The Palace of Aileach.—The chief residence of the kings of
Ulster, and monarchs of Ireland of the Northern Hy Niall race,

including Eugenians and Connallians, was at the royal fortress of
Aileach, in Tirconnell, which was situated on a high hill or
mountain, called Grianan, on the eastern shore of Lough Swilly,

south of Inch Island, in the parish of Burt, or Fahan, barony of
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each other, O'Brien in behalf of the Irish, from

the Barrow to the Shannon, and the lord justice

on behalf of the Enghsh of Munster.

Inisowen, and county of Donegal. This fortress was called Grian-

an Ailich, from Grianan, which signifies a palace or royal

residence, and Aileach, or Oileach, a stone fortress, derived from

Ail or Oil, a rock ; it was likewise named Aileach Ne'ul, or the

stone fortress of Neid, according to O'Flaherty's Ogygia, from

its having heen first erected by Neid, one of the Tuath De Danan

princes, and it was used as a residence in very remote ages by the

Danan kings. According to Colgan's Tripartite Life of St.

Patrick, he visited the fortress of Aileach, where he was well re-

ceived by Eogan, son of Niall of the Hostages, who then resided

there. In the Four Masters, and other annalists, accounts are

given of various kings and princes of the Northern Hy Niall, who
resided at the palace of Aileach, a name which has been latinised

Alichia, and hence these kings of Ulster are frequently styled

kings and princes of Alichia. The Eugenians, and their descend-

ants the O'Neills, and also the Mac Loghlins, or O'Logldins, who
were a branch of the O'Neills, appear to have chiefly resided at

Aileach in early times. According to the Four Masters, Aileach

was often attacked by the Danes in the ninth and tenth century,

particularly in A. D. 900, when it was taken by them ; and again

it was taken and plundered in A.D. 937 by the Danish forces,

who came up with a fleet into Lough Swilly, on which occasion

they took prisoner Murkertach O'Neill, the celebrated prince of

Aileach, who, however, was soon after liberated. Murtogh
O'lirien, king of Munster in the year 1101, with a powerful force

invaded Ulster, marched to Easroe, now Ballysliannon, proceeded

to Inisowen, and took the fortress of Aileach, which lie demolished,

in revenge of the destruction of the palace of Kincora, the royal

seat of the kings of Munster, near Killaloe in Clare, which had

been burned in the year 1088 by Donal Mac Loghlin, king of

Ulster. After the destruction of Aileach, the O'Neills, princes of

Ulster, had their chief fortress and residence at Dungannon, in

Tyrone. The celebrated fortress of Aileach was of a circular

form, built of large stones well fitted together, and of great

strength, constructed in the style of Cyclopean architecture.

There are still considerable remains of the stone fortress, and the

wall varies from ten to fifteen feet in thickness, and is of immense
strength ; the circumference of the building is about 100 yards,

and it was surrounded with three great earthen ramparts, of

which there are still some remains along tlie top of the mountain,

and also traces of the ancient road which led between rocks to

the fortress. In the ancient work called Dinseanchus, which

gives an account of palaces and remarkable places in Ireland, and

an excellent copy of which is in the library of Sir William Be-
thara, made from the books of Leacan and Ballymote, an ac-

count is given of this fortress, which is denominated Aileach

Fririn, from which the following psssages have been literally

translated :

—

" Aileach Fririn the level platform.

The noblest royal fortress in the world.

To which strong-hold led

Horse-roads through live ramparts.

'
' Many its houses, rare its stones,

And just were its tributes

;

Lofty castle is Aileach Fririn,

The rath of the worthy man.

" Pleasant stone fortress

—

Protectins; house of heroes

—

Here the Dagda slept

On this hill— red are its flowers.

" Delightful seat is Aileach Gabran,
Greenly-blooming are its bushes ;

Ground under which the Dagda placed
The burial mound of Aedh.

The son of O'Donnell, i. e. the Calvach, went

to Scotland, attended by a few chiefs, and obtained

some forces from Mac Caihn, namely, GioUaes-

" I now relate each caase,

From which Aileach received its name

;

Together with its noble chiefs.

The house of armed warriors.

" Eochy Ollathair divided Erin,

Greyer than the mist on the plam
Was the grey aspect of the man

;

Three were the sons of Eochy,
The good man who was free from envy,

Aengus, Aedh, and Kermad of fierce conflicts.

" To Aileach of the Dagda,
Above every abode in Ulster,

Belonged the government of Erin,

As recorded to us in books.

" Of all the works of Erin,

The oldest is Aileach Fririn
;

I will not confer on it

More praise than it deserves.

" Twice twenty years, except a year,

As it was exactly computed.

This work of the hands of heroes

Passed to the sons of Milesius.

" Neid, son of Indai, high king
;

In the north, the country of flocks.

Was the first brave man by whom
Obach was forsaken for Aileach.

" Ninekingsof Adam's race.

All of one name, ruled at Aileach ;

Eochy was the name of each man
Appointed there to power.

" Eochy Ollathair was the first man
Who governed there with order

;

Eochy Edgothach who felt

The persecution of fierce battles.

" Eochy Opthach, and Eochy Feidleach,

A man of swords, whose life.

Terminated by a natural end,

Eochy Airim and Eochy Buadbach.

" Eochy More, who slaughtered cattle

Eochy Doinilen the fair.

Who was well proved hi the thick of battle.

And Eochy Moyvone, high king of Inis-Enaigii.

" Son of this man was Niall,

The bulwark of troops—a man
Who met no defeat in battle

—

Who subdued many nations of the world.

" The fair Cruthnean Carinna

Was his renowned and lovely mother

;

The descendants of the great Niall

Were kings of Aileach of valiant arms.

" Large-sized and fair-handed

Were those youths of heroic race

;

Eogan, son of Niall, from a child

Was possessed of the strength of a hero.
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puic Doiin, commanded by Master Arsibel (Ar-

chibald) ; he then returned with a great force of

" An aspect glowing with hospitality

Had this fair man of Feva!

;

Ineacht, the fair daughter

Of king Monach, was mother of Eogan.

" He had the disposition of a king,

The courage of a hero, and agility of a lion

;

The race of Eogan—^fair cliieftains

—

The noble warriors of Temor.

" Their fingers were adorned

With bright and brilliant rings
;

The noblest host in all Erin

Is the assembly of Aileach.

" Sixteen chief kings ruled

Of Eog'an's race over Erin
;

They defended the birth-right of those in exile,

And received hostages from every country."

It appears from the foregoing passages of the poem, that the

Tuath De Danan were the first who founded the fortress of Ail-

each ; and it is stated by Mae Firbis and others, that it was
erected by Garbhan and Frighrin, two celebrated builders of the

Fomorians ; and several of the Danan kings are mentioned

as having resided there ; amongst others, Dagda the Great

;

several kings of the Jlilesian race, mentioned in the poem,
likewise resided there, and lastly the princes of the Hy
Niall race, or descendants of the celebrated monarch, Niall of the

Nine Hostages.

Introduction of Christianity.—In the early part of the fifth

century, during the reign of Laoghaire, son of Niall of the Hos-
tages, Palladius and St. Patrick preached the gospel in Ireland

;

but it is considered by Usher, Lanigan, and other ecclesiastical

writers, that Christianity was partially introduced into Ireland

iu the tliird and fourth centuries. The old annalists record three

remarkable persons who became converts to the Christian faith

before the missions of Palladius and St. Patrick, namely, Con-
covar Mac Nessa, the celebrated king of Ulster in the first cen-

tury; Moran, the famous judge, or chief Krehon of Ireland, son

of icing Cairbre Ceann-Cait, in the beginning of the second cen-

tury, and the renowned Cormac, monarch of Ireland about the

middle of the third century. An account of the missions of Pal-

ladius and St. Patrick, with a sketch of their lives, has been
given at p. 270 in these notes. The mission of St. Patrick is

placed by Lanigan from A. D. 432 to 4G5, but extended to A. D.
493 hy Usher and others. The mission of the great Irish apostle

is particularly connected with Ulster, as tlie scene of his early

captivity, and afterwards of his first preaching of the gospel, and
the foundation of the see of Armagh, the seat of the Primacy of

Ireland, the cathedral church of which was founded by him
A. D. 455, according to Lanigan, all of which events are amongst
the most important connected with the introduction of Christianity

into Ireland. The era of the Hy Niall race of kings is remark-
able as coraiuencing with the introduction of Christianity, king
Niall of the Hostages, as before stated, having brought St. Pa-
trick, then a youth in the sixteenth year of his age, to Ireland,

amongst other captives be had taken in his military expeditions
to Gaul and Britain.

T/ie Buttle of Cula-Dreimhne.—According to the Four Mas-
ters and other authorities, Cuman, son of Eochy Tiormcarna,
king of Connaught, was put to death by Dermod Mac Carroll,
monarch of Ireland, though Curnan had been under the protec-
tion of St. Columkille, from whose hands he had been violently
forced away. Tiiis circumstance led to the creat battle of Cula-
Dreimhne, fought in the territory of Carbury, near Sligo, A.D.
555, between the forces of Moath and Leinster, under the mo-
narch Dermod on the one side, and the people of Tir-Eogain and

the Scots, and spoiled and laid waste Tirconnell,

and it was on that expedition he brought

Tir-Connell on the other, commanded by the princes Fergus and
Donal, sons of ilurtogh Mac Earca, former monarch of Ireland,

and aided by the forces of Aodh, or Hugh, king of Connaught

;

in this battle the army of the monarch Dermod was totally de-

feated, three thousand of his men being slain, and he himself

having hardly saved his life by flight. In A.D. 558, after he

had reigned twenty years, according to the Four Masters, Dermod
Mac Carroll was slain by Aodh Dubh, or Black Hugh, the son

of Suibhne, king of Dalaradia, at Rath Beg in Moyline, now
Moylinne, near the town of Antrim ; this Black Hugh is called

by other writers kmg of the Picts of Dalaradia. The head of

king Dermod was carried to Clonmacnois, and interred there, but

his body was buried in the abbey of Connor, in Antrim.

The Battle of Monndoire.—In A. D. 557, according to the

Four Masters, was fought the great battle of Monadoire Lothair,

by the forces of the northern Hy Niall, both Connallians and

Eugenians, against the Picts of Alban, in which their forces

I
were totally overthrown, and seven princes of the Picts, to-

gether with Aodh Breac, were slain. The place where this battle

was fought was situated somewhere in the Highlands of Scotland

and it is mentioned that the country of Lea and Carn Eolaig,>

the fortresses of the Picts, were laid waste.

The National Convention of Dromceat.—In the latter end of

the sixth century, A. D. 590, a great national council or conven-

tion was held iu Ulster, of which an account is given by Keating

and O'Flaherty. This assembly was convened by Aodh, or Hugh,
son of Ainmireach, then monarch of Ireland, of the race of the

Connallians, or Tirconnell branch of the Hy Niall, and it was
attended by the provincial kings, princes, chiefs, bishops, abbots,

and clergy. St. Columkille, abbot of I-Culumkille, or lona in

the Hebrides, who was of the Connallian race, of Tirconuell, and

is celebrated as the apostle of the Picts and Caledonians, came
to this convention, accompanied by Aidan, king of the Albanian

Scots, who was likewise of Milesian Irish descent. This national

council was held at Dromceat, in Kianachta, near Glengiven, in

that part of Tir-Eogain, now called Derry, and was convened by
the monarch Hugh, to settle a great contention that arose be-

tween himself and the bards, whose order tlie king considered too

numerous, powerful, and dangerous to the state, and therefore

had resolved to suppress ; but St. Columkille opposed their

abolition, and advocated their continuance under proper regula-

tions as a useful national institution, and through his influence,

the bards, under due restraints, were continued, and all disputes

between them and the monarcli amicably arranged.

The Battle of Moy-Rath.—During the sixth, seventh, and

eighth centuries, various great battles were fought in Ulster, as

recorded in the Four Masters, the Annals of Ulster, Keating, &c.

Many of those conflicts took place between the princes and chiefs

of Ulster amongst themselves, and with the other provmcial kings,

and several also with the Albanian Scots, Picts, and North Bri-

tons, who frequently made hostile incursions with powerful forces

into Ulster, and had fierce contests witli the Ultonians. The

most remarkable of the battles fought in those ages was that of

Moy-Rath, which was celebrated liy the Irish bards and an-

nalists under the designation of Cath-Muighe-Bath, or the Bat-

tle of the Plain of the Rath, and was fought at a place called

Magh-Rath, in Dalaradia, now Moira, in the county of Down;
some dilference as to its chronology occurs in the Irish annalists

;

the Four Masters mention it at A.t>. 034, and the Chronicon

Scotorum, and Annals of Ulster, at A. D. (336 ; but the Annals of

Tigearnach give it at A. D. 637, which is considered most correct.

Accounts of tliis battle are given in Charles O'Conor's Disserta-

tions on the History of Ireland, in O'Flaherty's Ogygia, in Keat-

ing, and in Colgan's Life of St. Columkille, by St. Adamnan, but

ciiiefly in an ancient Irish M. S., a copy of which is in the library

of Sir William Betham. In the beginning of the seventh century,

Congal Claon, a valiant prince of the Irian, or Rudrician race,

and according to O'Conor, a man of extraordinary abilities and
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with him a cannon called the crooked gun, by

which he demoUshed the new castle of Inisowen,

great ambition, was king of Uladh, or Ulidia, and ruled over the

territory which now forms the county of Down and part of An-
trim, but attempted to recover the sovereignty of all Ulster, which

had been wrested firora his ancestors by the Heremonians, of the

race of Clan Colla and Hy Niall. This Congal was son of Scan-

Ian Sciath-Leathan, or Scanlan of the Broad Shield, king of

Ulidia, and having collected a powerful force, gave assistance to

Donal, a prince of the Connallian branch of Hy Niall, who was

a competitor for the monarchy, and in a great battle at Traiyh-

brena in Ulster, according to the Four Masters, they defeated

and slew, A. D. 623, Suibhne Meann, monarch of Ireland, of the

race of Hy Niall, and Donal then became monarch. Congal Claon

again collected a powerful force to depose his former ally, Donal,

with whom he fought at Dun-CeUh'trn, in Ulster, agreat battle,

A. D. 624, according to the Four Masters ; after immense slaugh-

ter on both sides, Congal was vanquished, and forced to fly for

refuge to North Britain, where he remained in exile many years,

during which time he formed a powerful lengue with foreign

princes for the recovery of Ulster. In the year 637 he invaded

Ireland with an immense force of foreign auxiliaries, consisting of

Albanian Scots, Picts, Britons, Anglo-Saxons, and Franks

;

he landed on the coast of Dalaradia, in some part of Down, or

Antrim, where he was joined by his Irish allies of the Irian race

in Ulster. Amongst the foreign commanders in Congal Claon's

army are mentioned Donal Breae, king of the Albanian Scots,

with his three brothers Aedh, Congal, and Suibhne; the Britons

were commanded by Conan Rod, or Conan the Red, son of the

king of the Britons; the Anglo-Saxons by a chief called Garbh,
and the Franks by a prince named Dairbre, supposed to be Dago-
bert. The monarch Donal collected the forces of Ulster, com-
posed of the Eugenians, Connaliians, and Clan CoIIa, which he
commanded in person, and was assisted by many celebrated chief-

tains of the various clans. Both armies having met at Moy-Rath,
fought one of the most tremendous battles recorded in the ancient

history of Ireland ; it was continued with unremitting fury for

six successive days, but on the seventh day, which was on a

Tuesday, the 24tli of June, Congal Claon, after disjihiying the

most consumate valour and abilities, was slain, together with
almost all his Irish forces and foreign allies. Cealleach, who
was prince presumptive to the throne of Ulster, and a renowned
warrior, slew in single combat, and beheaded Conan Rod the

British prince, and likewise Dairbre, commander of the Franks.

Donal Breac, king of the Albanian Scots, having narrowly escaped
with his life, fled from the field of battle with a small remnant of

his forces, and sailed to Scotland. It is said that St. Columkille
foretold this war, as stated in his life by St. Adamnan, abbot of

lona, in a passage given in O' Flaherty's Ogygia, at the year C57,

in his account ofthe Scottish kings " this prediction was fulfilled

in our days in the war of Moy-Rath, when Donal Breac, the

grandson of Aidan, was depopulating, without any provocation,

the provinces of Donal, the grandson of .\inmireach, and from that

day to this the Irish have been reduced to the last extremity by
foreigners, which gives me the most heartfelt grief." There
were probably about thirty thousand men engaged at Moy-Rath,
and from the obstinacy with which this fierce conflict was con-

tinued for seven successive days, during which it is said the war-
riors on each side displayed the most determined bravery, and
fought like lions, there could not have been on both sides less

than ten or twelve thousand men slain.

The Battle of Fierts'i.—In A. D. C65, according to the Four
Masters and others, in the reign of Seachnusach, monarch of Ire-

land, the Picts of North Britain, wilh a powerful army, invaded
Ulster, and fought a bloody battle with the Irish at Fiertsi, but
after a dreadful carnage on both sides, the Ultonians at length
defeated the invaders, very few of whom escaped from the field

of battle, and fled to their ships ; the place where this engagement
was fought is considered by Dr. O'Conor and others to have been
at Belfast. About A.D.'C/O, the Picts again invaded Ulster,

plundered and burned the famous monastery of Bennchor in Dala-

and also the castle of Eanagh. When he

first aiTived in the country he took O'Donnell,

radia, now Bangor, in the county of Down, and massacred or

dispersed one tliousand monks.
The Battle of Mmj Linne.—An account is given in O'Conar'8

Dissertations, and in the Four Masters, at A. D. 680, of a great
battle fought at Rath Mor of Moy-Linny, which was situated near
Lough Neagh, in the parish ofAntrim. Cathasachand Ultan, prin-

ces of the Cruthneans, or Picts of Dalaradia, having leagued with
the North Britons and Saxons, brought over an immense number
of those foreigners, but their combined forces were defeated by the
chiefs of thenorthern Hy Niall, with great slaughter, and both Ca-
thasach and Ultan were amongst the slain. This battle was fought
in the reign of Fionnachta Fleadhach, or Finnachta the Banqueter,

a name which has been latinised by O'FIaherty, Finnacta Epu-
laris, and by Dr. O'Conor, Finnacta Convivator; this king was
designated the Banqueter from his great hospitality and magnifi-
cent feasts. He was of the southern Hy Niall, and resided at his

palace of Dun-na-Sciath, or the Fortress of the Shields, which
was situated on the banks of Lough Ennell, near Mullingar, in

Westmeath. This monarch, after a reign of twenty years, was
slain in battle A. D. 093, on the 14th of November, and in com-
memoration of his justice, munificence, and many virtues, the
anniversary of his death was held as a festival for many
ages.

In A. D. 683, according to the Four Masters and other au-
thorities, the Anglo-Saxons, under a general named Bert, or

Bertus, invaded Ireland, being sent by Egfrid, king of Northum-
berland ; they landed on the coast of Bregia, in Meatb, and com-
mitted great ravages along the territories between Dublin and
Drogheda, plundering churches and monasteries, and carrying ofl"

many captives and great booty. The monarch Finachta attacked
those invaders, and slew many of them in a great battle fought

in the month of Juno at Hatltmore, near Athboy, in Meath ; but
Bert and the remainder of his forces effected a retreat, and suc-

ceeded in carrying off the plunder and many captives. In the

following year Adamnan, abbot of lona, was sent on an embassy
to king Egfrid, in Northumberland, to complain of those sacri-

leges and plunders committed by the Saxons, and he succeeded
in recovering the captives, and reparation was made for the de-
vastations committed. The venerable Bede greatly condemns
king Egfrid for these hostile aggressions against the Irish, who
he says were " a harmless nation, which had been always most
friendly to the Anglo-Saxons."

The Battle of Motj-Cuilhin.—In A. D. 702, according to the
Annals of Ulster and other authorities, in the reign of the mo-
narch Loingseach, the Picts and North Britons invaded Ulster

with great forces, but were defeated by the Ultonians with pro-

digious slaughter, and almost all slain at a place called hy Keat-
ing Magh Cuilinn, and stated in the Annals of Ulster to have
been situated in Airdo, in the mountains, probably Ardes, in the

county of Down.
The Battle of Cloch-Mlonutre.—In the reign of the monarch

Fergal, about A. D. 710, the Picts and North Britons again in-

vaded Ulster with great forces, but were defeated by the Ulto-
nians in a fierce battle fought at a place called Cloeh-Mionuir, in

Dalriada, which was situated in some part of the north of
Antrim.

The battle of Murbolg.—In A. D. 725, according to the Four
Masters, the Picts were again defeated, and vast numbers of them
slain by the Dalriedians at Murbolg, a place situated near the
Giant's Causeway, in the county of .-intrim.

The Battle of Foghart.~\n \. D. 732, in the reign of Aodh,
or Hugh Allain, monarch of Ireland, according to the Four Mas-
ters and others, Aodh Roin, or Hugh the Hairy, king of Ulidia,

having greatly oppressed the clergy of Ulster, and plundered the
churches, a complaint was made against him to the monarch by
Congusa, then archbishop of Armagh; the monarch collected a
large army, and assisted by the northern Hy Niall, fought a great

battle atFochart, on the plain of Muirthemhne, now Faughart, near
Dundalk, in which the Uiidians were defeated with great slaughter,
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i. e. Manus, his father, prisoner at Ros Racha,

and did not permit those Scottish forces to depart

from the November in which they arrived, until

the following festival of St. Brendan ; O'Donnell

remained in imprisonment until his death.

and Ilugli Roin himself slain, and beheaded on the stone of

the Conventions, or oblations, at the door of the clnirch of Fogh-
art, and some curious verses, composed by the archbishop Con-
gusa on this circumstance, are given in the Four Masters.

In the various wars enumerated in Ulster, and many more bat-

tles not recorded, from the first to the eighth century, comprising

a period of seven hundred years of almost incessant conflicts of

the kings of Ulster, either amongst themselves, or with the other

provincial kings, and with the monarohs of Ireland, and of fierce

contests with foreign invaders, including the Cualgnean war of

seven years duration between the Red-Brancli Knights of Ulster,

and the Connaught forces ; the conflicts of the Clan Colla chief-

tains with the kings of Emania ; the contests of the Hy Niall

princes for the sovereignty of Ulster with the Ulidian kings ; the

battle of Moy-Rath, and tlie various otlier fierce engagements of

the Ultonians with the invading Picts, Britons, Anglo-Saxons
and Franks, no doubt there were, during these seven centuries of

continued and sanguinary contests, not less than three hundred
thousand men slain in Ulster.

In the latter end of the seventh century, Alfred, an Anglo-

Saxon prince, son of Oswy, king of Northumbria, and who was
himself afterwards king of Northumbria, having been exiled from

England, retired to Ireland, where he studied many years in its

seminaries, according to the venerable Bede, hi bisLife of St. Cutli-

bert. Alfred travelled over all parts of Ireland, and, as mentioned in

O'Reilly's Irish writers, at A. D. 685, he, under the name of Flann

Fioim, or Flann the Fair, composed a poem on Ireland, consisting

of ninety-six verses, and commencing thus :

—

" Ro dheat in Inis Finn Fail

In Eirin re imarbhaidh"

" I found in the fair Inisfail

In Ireland while in exile."

A version of this poem into English has been made by the

translator"of these Annals, from which the following passages are

taken relating to Ulster in the seventh century

—

" I found in Armagh the splendid,

Meekness, wisdom, circumspection.

Abstinence in obedience to the Son of God,
Noble, prosperous learned sages.

" I found in the country of Conall
Brave victorious heroes

;

Valiant men of fair complexion,

The exalted stars of Erin.

" I found in the province of Ulster,

Long-blooming beauty, hereditary vigour.
Young scions of energy.

Though fair, yet fit for war, and brave."

The Eugeiiiayis.— In the preceding part of the present article,

an account has been given of the Eugenians, as the chief branch
of tlie northern Hy Niall, descended from Eogan, one of the sons
of king Niall of tlie Hostages ; the head chiefs of the Eugenians
in the tenth century took the name J7a-iVe(7Z, or O'Neill, from
NiiiU Gbindubh,a celebrated king of that race, who was monarch
of Ireland in the tenth century, and was slain A. D. 919, in a great

battle witli the Danes near Dublin. The O'Neills, as kings and
princesof .\ileach, kings of Ulster, and princes of Tir-Eogaiu, make
a very conspicuous figure in Irish history, from the eleventh to

the seventeenth century, for a period of five hundred years, during

the greater part of which they mamtained their independence and

A.D. 1556.

Giolla Colaim O'Clabaigh, the coarb of St.

Patrick, at Uaran of Magh Aoi', the head of hos-

pitality and wealth of the coarbs of Connaught,
a general entertainer of the rich and poor, died in

power to a great extent, amidst incessant wars with the English
of the Pale, and various British settlers. Their celebrated chiefs
are constantly mentioned throughout these Annals, and an account
of their territories and other particulars, has been given at p. 49,
in the note on Tir-Eogain. Tlie O'Neills, as princes of Tir-Eogain,
ruled over the territories which now form the counties of Tyrone
and Derry, with Inisowen, in Donegal. In the eleventh century, a
branch of the O'Neills took the name of Mac Loghlin, sometimes
mentioned as O'Loghlin, from Loghlin O'Neill, one of their chiefs,

and during the eleventh and twelfth centuries were very power-
ful, and some of them became princes of Tir-Eogain, and of Ail-
each, kings of Ulster, and two of them, as hereafter shown, became
monarchs of Ireland. Many celebrated chiefs of the Mac Logh-
lins are mentioned in the course of these Annals ; but it appears,
that in the thirteenth century, they were put down by the superior
power of the O'Neills. A powerful branch of the O'Neills, as ex-
plained at page 21, in the note on Dalaradia, in the fourteenth
century, became lords of Clannaboy, and possessed extensive ter-

ritories in the counties of Down and Antrim, down to the seven-
teenth century, and many celebrated chiefs of them are mentioned
in the course of these .\nnals. They were called Clnnn-Aodha-
Buidhe, signifying the Clan of Hugh the yellow-haired, from
Aodh Buidhe, one of their celebrated chiefs ; and the tribe and
territory were thence designated Clannaboy, or sometimes Clane-
boy. The territory was divided into North and South Clannaboy,
the North comprising the baronies of Belfast, Massareene, Antrim,
and Upper Toome, in the county of Antrim ; and South Clannaboy
contained the baronies of Ardes, Castlereagh, Kinealarty, and
Lecale, in the county of Down. In the reigns of Henry VIII.
and Elizabeth, the head chiefs of the O'Neills, princes of Tyrone,
were created earls of Tyrone, and barons of Dungannon, and in

modern times a branch of the O'Neills were created earls O'Neill,
in the county of .Antrim.

The other chiefs and clans of the Eugenians, the posterity of
Eogan, and his five sons, Muircdach, Fergus, Oilioll, Felim, and
Eochy, were theO'Cathans, or O'Kanes, powerful chiefs in Derry,
and lords of the greater part of that territory ; the Mac Cagh-
wells, O'Donnellys, O'Hagans, O'Hamells, O'Horans, O'Hoseys,
O'Connellans, all chiefs of note in Tyrone. The Mac Sweeneys,
celebrated chiefs in Donegal, and distinguished commanders of
galloglasses in Ulster, and likewise in Connaught and Munster

;

the O'Gormleys ; O'Dubhdiarraas; O'Donegans; O'Brolchans;
Mac Closkeys ; Mac Gilligans ; Mac Gill Kellys ; O'Freels

;

O'Quinns; O'Hagartys; O'Mulvihills, all chiefs and clans of
note in various parts of Derry and Donegal. The O'Creaghs, who
in early times went from Ulster, and settled in Munster, and of
whom there were many highly respectable families in Clare,

Limerick, Cork, and Tipperary, were a branch of the O'Neills of
Tyrone, and likewise the O'Nihells of Munster, of both which fami-
lies an account has been given at p. 154, in the note on Thomond.
Accounts of the O'Neills, and various cliiefs of the Eugenians,
and the territories possessed by each, have been given at pp. 50 to

52, in the note on "Tir Eogain and Tir Conaill.

The ConnalUnns.—As before stated, the Connallians were the
posterity of Conall Gulban, one of the sons of king Niall of the

liostages. The head chiefs of this race took the names of O'MaoI-
dora and O'Cannanain, from two princes their ancestors, who were
so called, and many celebrated chieftains of the O'Maoldoras and
O'Cannanains are mentioned in the Four Masters in the tenth,

eleventh, and twelfth centuries, and they extended their power not
only over Dcmegal, but other parts of Ulster. In the tenth cen-
tury some of the head chiefs of the Connallians took the tribe

name of Clanna JJtila'ujh, from Dalach, one of their chiefs, whose
death is recorded in the Annals at A. D. 808, but they afterwards

3l



442 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1556.

Clanrickard, after he had been expelled thither

from Oran, and after his son Dermod Roe

O'Clabaigh had been slain by the Clan Conway.

took tlie name O'DomhnaiU, or O'Donnell, from Domlinall,

another of tlieir celebrated chiefs in the heginning of the tenth

century. Tlie elder chieftains of Tirconnell, the O'Cannanains,

and O'Maoldoras, were put down by the superior power of the

O'Donnells, who, in the latter end of the twelfth and beginning of

the thirteenth century, became the chief rulers of the territory,

and as princes of Tirconnell, possessed the greater part of Done-
gal, hut afterwards got the whole of that country, and also ex-

tended their power over some of the northern parts of Sligo, and

for a long time held the castle of .Sligo, for which they often

had contests with the English, and also with the O'Conors; the

O'Donnells probably claimed Carbury in Sligo, as that territory

was originally possessed, and got its name from Cairbre, one of

the sons of Niall of the Hostages. The O'Donnells, as princes of

Tirconnell, make a conspicuous figure in Irish history, from the

thirteenth to the seventeenth century, and their great actions are

particularly recorded in the course of these Annals, where it ap-

pears they frequently extended their power, not only over Done-
gal, hut also over parts of Dorry, Tyrone, Fermanagh, Brefney,

Sligo, aud Roscommon, and frequently exercised a jurisdiction in

the inauguration of the princes and chiefs, and levied tributes on

those territories. The O'Neills and O'Donnells, from the accounts

of all the annalists, appear to have been by far the most powerful,

warlike, and valiant of the Irish chieftauis, and kept up the most
numerous bodies of disciplined troops, and from the twelfth to

the seventeenth century, during a period of nearly five hundred
years of incessant warfare, maintained their independence against

the Anglo-Irish forces of the Pale, and the armies of England.

Several of the O'Neills and O'Donnells were distinguished mili-

tary commanders in the Irish Brigades, in the service of France,

Spain, Austria, aud other foreign states.

The other chiefs of the Connallians, who were collateral bran-

ches of the same stock as the O'Donnells, were the O'Doghertys,

lords of Inisowen, in Donegal ; the O'Boyles, lords of Boylagh,

and the O'Gallaghers, powerful and warlike chiefs in Tirhugh, in

Donegal ; the O'Breslens, chiefs of Fanat, and eminent Brehons
in Donegal and Fermanagh ; the O'Hughes, and several other

chiefs in Donegal, an account of whom, and the territories posses-

sed by each, has been given at page 63, in the note on Tirconnell.

The O'Dalys were the elder branch of the O'Donnells, and many
families of note of the name were located in Connaught, Meath,
and Munster, and several of them are recorded in the course of

these Annals as bards, historians, and eminent literary men.
The Colman'uiits.—An account of the kings, princes, chiefs,

and clans of the southern Hy Niall, and the territories possessed

by each, has been given at p.p. 6 to 8, and also at p.p. 248, 314,

315, in the notes on Meath, Teffia, Annaly, Oft'aly, Moy Litl'ey,

and Bregia. The South Hy NiaUians were descended from four

of the sons of king Niall of the Hostages, namely, Laoghaire,

Fiaclia, Maine,and Conall Crimthan, powerful princes, who in the

fifth century got possession of the territories which formed the

ancient kingdom of Jleath, comprising the present coimtios of

Meath and Westmeath, with part ofLongford, and parts of Dublin,

Kildare, and King's county. The posterity of these four princes

possessed the territories of the ancient kingdom of Meath, from
the fifth to the twelfth century, but from the latter end of the

twelfth to the beginning of the seventeenth century, amidst in-

cessant warfare and fierce contests with the Anglo-Normans and
English settlers, the southern Hy Niall lost all their hereditary

possessions, and of this powerful race there are no descendants of

any note, or large landed proprietors, to be found on the terri-

tories of ancient Meath at the present day. The head families of
the southern Hy Niall took the name of Clan Colman from one of
their ancestors, a celebrated chief named Colman More, in the
sixth century, who was son of Dermod Mac Carroll, monarch of
Ireland, aud whose death is recorded at A.D. 552 in the Four
Masters. The head chiefs of the Clan Colman took the name of

O'Moore (of the Queen's county), i. e. Conall

Oge, was taken prisoner by the lord justice.

The castle of Lis-Ciuaine, in Delvin, was com-

O'Melaghlin in the eleventh century, and were celebrated as kings
of Meath, kings and princes ofTara, princesof Bregia, and lords of
Clan Colman, an extensive territory in Westmeath. The desig-

nation Clan Colman, or Colmanians, was mostly confined to the
family of O'Melaghlin, but sometimes also applied to all the chiefs

of the southern Hy Niall. The other principal chiefs of the

southern Hy Niall were the Mac Geoghegans, princes of Kinel

Fiacha, an extensive territory in Westmeath, about Mullingar,

&c. The O'MuUoys, princes of Fercall, in King's county; the
O'Harts ; the O'Connolys, O'Kellys, and O'Regans, princes of

Tara ; the O'Coindealbhains, or O'Kindellans, a name changed to

O'Conlivan, and O'Connellan, princes of Hy Laoghaire, in Meath
and Westmeath ; the O'Sionachs, a name anglicised to Fox, lords

of Teffia, in Westmeath ; the O'Carys, lords of Carberry, in Kil-

dare ; the O'Rorys, or Rogers ; O'Carrolls and O'Duvans, chiefs

in Meath; the O'Fallons ; O'Breens ; O'Hughes, or O'Heas;
O'Hanveys ; O'Henneseys ; O'Hanrahans ; O'Keameys

;

O'Caseys; O'CofFeys ; Mac Conways; O'DooIeys; O'MuUedys;
O'ScuUys ; O'Shiels ; O'Tolargs ; Mac Ruarcs ; O'Fagans

;

O'Currys ; O'Corrigans, and O'Murrys, all chiefs of note in va-

rious parts of Westmeath. The O'Quinns, chiefs of Muinter Gil-

gain, and lords of Rathclinp, had the barony of Rathcline, in An-
naly, or Longford ; the O'Ronans ; O'Dalys ; O'Sleivins ; Mac Cor-
macs; Mac Gilligans, and Mac Gavans, chiefs in Annaly. Of the

southern Hy Niall, were also the following chiefs, the O'Maol-
conrys of Roscommon, celebrated bards and historians to the

O'Conors, kings of Connaught; the O'Higgins of Westmeath and
of Connaught, eminent bards and historians ; and also the

O'Duignans, of Kilronan, in Roscommon, distinguished literary

men, and hereditary historians of the Mac Dermotts, princes of

Moylurg. Many eminent men of these literary families are re-

corded in the course of these Annals.

The Hy-Brlunians.—An account of the chiefs of the race of

Hy-Briune has been given at p.p. 75, 125, in the notes on Bref-

ney and South Connaught. These Ily-Briunians, who were the

Heremonians of Connaught, were descended from Bryan, king of

Connaught, in the latter end of the fourth century, and who was
brother of king Niall of the Hostages, and therefore they were a

collateral branch of the same stock as the race of Hy Niall. The
chief families of the Hy-Briunians were the O'Conors, Kings of

Connaught ; the O'Rourkes, princes of West Brefney, or Leitrim

;

the O'Reillys, princes of East Brefney, orCavan; the Mac Der-
motts, princes of Moylurg, in Roscommon; the O'Flahertys,

lords of West Connaught ; the O'Malleys, chiefs in Mayo; the

Mac Oireaghtys, chiefs in Roscommon; the Mac Gaurans ; Mae
Tiernans, or Mac Kernans ; and Mac Bradys, chiefs in Cavan, and
many other chiefs of note in Connaught and Ulster, of whom ac-

counts have been given in the above mentioned notes on the Hy-
Briunians and Brefnians. Thus it appears that the kings, piin-

ces, and chiefs of the Hy Niall race, descended from king Niall of

the Hostages, ruled over Ulster and Meath, and the kings, prin-

ces, and chiefs of the Hy Briune race, the posterity of Bryan,

king of Connaught, brother of the monarch Niall, ruled over Con-
naught, therefore these two great branches of the Heremonians,

were the rulers of Leath-Cuinn, or the northern half of Ireland,

comprising the kingdoms of Meath, Ulster, and Connaught ; and

the Hy Niall kings likewise reigned exclusively as monarchs of

Ireland for a period of six hundred years, from the fifth to the

eleventh century, and two of the Hy Briune race, kings of Con-
naught in the twelfth century, were likewise supreme sovereigns,

namely, Torlogh O'Conor, and his son Roderick, the last Mile-

sian mouarch of Ireland.

A.D. 15.56.

1. Varan Maiyhe Haol, now the parish of Oran, in the half

barony of Ballymoe, county of Roscommon. The term Uaran
signifies a fountain of pure spring water, and may have been some
celebrated well which, as slated in the text, lay in Maighe Haoi,
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pleted by Malachy O'Dalachain, on the festival

of St. Matthew the Evangehst.

O'Brien, i. e. Donal, defeated Teige, the son of

Murrogh O'Brien, at the castle of Dysart(inClare),

in an engagement, in which thirty or upwards

were slain.

Donogh, the son of O'Conor Faily, i. e, Bryan,

who had been under the guarantee and protection

of the earl of Kildare, was taken prisoner by the

lord justice at Druim-da-Maighe. The lord jus-

tice and the earl sent despatches, respectively, to

the queen of England, to learn what she would

say should be done with those prisoners, for the

lord justice had at the time in imprisonment

O'Conor and Donogh, with several others.

O'Moore and Donogh O'Conor were set at liberty

on the responsibihty of their guarantees, namely,

the earl of Kildare and the earl of Ormond, a cir-

cumstance httle expected.

O'Ferrall Baun, i. e. Teige, the son of Conmac,

died at a fine old age.

O'Madden, i.e. John, the son of Breasal, lord of

Siol Anmcha,was slain by Breasal Duv O'Madden,

and two lords were appointed over Siol Anmcha,
namely, Breasal Duv and Malachy Modardha.

Anthony, the son of William O'Coftey, chiefpro-

fessorof Ireland in poetry, was treacherously killed

by night at Ballinluig, in Moybachla, and it was

not discovered by whom he had been slain.

O'Dogherty, i. e. FeUm, son of Conor Carrach,

died on the 6th of December.

A.D. 1557,

Armagh was twice plundered in one month by
the lord justice, Thomas Sussex.

Mac Mun'ogh,' i. e. Murrogh, son of Maurice

Cavenagh, was put to death in LeighUn by the

English, for he had been preparing to gain power

or Moy Aoi, an ancient territory in the present county of Roscom-
mon, anfl was tlms designated to distinguish it from Uaran Mor,
or tiie great spring, now Oranmore, in tlie county of Galway. Tliis

place was also known by the name of Uaran-ui-CUlabaigh, proba-
bly so called from O'Clabaigli the coarb of St. Patrick, mentioned
in the text, who was then abbot of Oran. St. Patrick founded a
church here in the fifth century, and Cethecus, called Cetgoii in

the book of Armagh, one of his disciples, was appointed bishop of

it, whose remains lie here interred. The ruins of the old church
are still to be seen, near which is the remnant of one of the
ancient Round Towers, about twelve feet high, and eleven feet three
inches in internal diameter ; the walls are four feet six inches
thick, and the stones, which are of two difl'erent kinds of limestone
are extremely well cut, and fit closely together.

and oppose them, and they treacherously seized

him in the council-house.

The castle of Fadden, in Delvin Eathra (in

King's county), was taken by a prisoner who was
confined in it, and he delivered it into the hands

of Mac Coghlan, who expelled the tribe of Fergal,

and hanged the hostages on Shrove Monday, which

happened to be the 1st of March.

The castle of Racra (on the townland of Roughra,

near Shannon Bridge, in the barony of Garrycastle,

King's county), was demolished by O'Melaghlin

and the English of Athlone ; and after that a com-

motion arose between Mac Coghlan and O'Me-
laghlin.

OfFaly was plundered, and the O'Conors were

again expelled from their country, and hostages

taken from them by the lord justice ; the following

were the hostages : O'Conor Failey, his brother's

son, Rossa, the son of Murrogh, with many others

;

and all those hostages were put to death by the

English, except O'Conor alone.

O'Moore, i. e. Conall, was taken prisoner by the

English, and was put to death by them at Leighlin.

It was a source of great sorrow among the Irish to

behold their chiefs and nobles destined to that end,

although they could not help them.

The lord justice marched with an army to expel

the Siol Conchobhair (O'Conors of OfFaley), from

Meelick (in Galway), after having learned that

they were in that place ; he prepared and took

with him some cannon to Athlone, and had them

conveyed from thence in boats to Meelick, and his

forces went through Bealach-an-Fhothair(Ballagh-

anogher), to Lurgan of Lusmagh (parish of Lus-

magh, barony of Garrycastle, King's county), com-

manded by himself; he took Meelick and Breach-

luain after that, and Donogh, the son of Colla

(O'Madden), and several others ofthe guards, were

A.D. 15.57.

1. Mac Murrogh.—The Mac Murroghs or Cavenaghs and their

allies, according to Mac Geoghegan, made some incursions at this

time into the southern parts of the county of Dublin, but they were
surprised and dispersed by the garrison of the city, and several of

them were slain ; a body of one hundred and forty of them with-

drew to the fortress of Powerscourt in ^Vicklow, where they deter-

juined to defend themselves ; they were besieged by the troops

under the command of sir George Stanley from Dublin, and being
unable to withstand the great number of their besiegers, were
obliged to surrender, and being brought to Dublin seventy-four of

them were put to death.
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slain by him. The country was completely spoiled

and plundered on that occasion, and the sons of

Malachy Balbh (O'Madden), and the insurgents

along with them, were expelled from the country.

The lordjustice left a Saxon constable, namely Mr.
Francis, in possession of Meelick, and he took hos-

tages from the two O'Maddens, namely, Malachy
Modardha and Breasal ; and he also took hostages

from Mac Coghlan, namely, his own son, and some
others. So that it was after that manner that

Siol Anmcha was taken, and it is impossible to re-

late or reckon how much damage had been done

on that expedition, which took place exactly three

weeks before Lammas.
O'Ferrall Bane, i. e. Donal, was killed by

Fachtna, the son ofTeige O'Ferrall ; and Fachtna

himself was for that act afterwards expelled by the

English.

Donal, the son of Lisagh O'Moore, lord of Slieve

Margy (in Queen's county), was hanged by the

English, viz. by Mr. Sili.

The lord justice marched with a force into Fer-

call (in King's county), to expel the plunderers from

it, having heard that they were in the woods of

Fercall; he took Theobald O'Mulloy and others

prisoners, and he proceeded from thence to Ely,

and took Leim-ui-Bhanain^, and it was the good-
ness of his horse that enabled O'Carroll to escape

from him. The lord justice returned back, after

having greatly disturbed the peace of the Irish of

those places ; he afterwards went to England, and
left the treasurer in his place. The treasurer

(Sir Henry Sydney), marched with another force

into Fercall, to take revenge on O'Mulloy, i. e.

Art, for giving protection to the wood kerns and
the insurgents ; the country was plundered from
the wood eastward, Baile-Mac-Abainn, and Lann-
Eala (parish of Lynally, barony of Ballycowaa,

King's county), both houses and churches, were
bm-ned, and the son of O'Mulloy, namely, the Cal-

vach, was slain at Beal-Atha-glaise, by the trea-

surer and his forces, on that occasion ; he came a

second time and burned the countiy, cut down the

woods, and gave neither peace nor restto O'Mulloy,

2. Leim-ni-Shanain, i. e. O'Banan's Leap, now called Leap, a
village situated between Parsonstown and Roscrea, in the King's
county, where the OCarrolls,lords of Ely, had a castle, and there
is still one there called Leap Castle, therefore this place is not the
castle of Lemanaghan, in the barony of Garrycastle, King's coun-
ty, as stated liy mistake in the Annals at the year 1614; Baile-

but expelled and banished him, and proclaimed

him a traitor ; he conferred the lordship on Theo-

bald O'Mulloy, after having left his son as a hos-

tage with him in his stead.

An awful war arose between the English and all

the Irish who were opposed to them, viz. the

O'Conors, O'Moores, O'MuUoys and O'Carrolls,

and it is impossible to relate how many depreda-

tions, slaughters and plunders were committed by
them, from the Shannon to Sliabh Ruadh, from

Bladhma to Cliodhna, and from the Eoir to the

same Cliodhna (Slieve Roe mountains, on the bor-

ders of Dublin and Wicklow ; Bladhma is the

Slievebloom mountains, on the borders of the

King's and Queen's counties ; Cliodhna was near

Cork, and Eoir was the river Nore, in Kilkenny).

O'Carroll, i. e. William Odhar, having got an

advantage, took Caislean-an-Leime (Leap castle),

from the English.

Torlogh, the son of Conor, son of Torlogh, son

of Teige-an-Chomaid O'Brien, died.

John O'Neill, the son of Conn, son of Conn,

collected and marshalled a very great army to

march into Tirconnell, and all the Orgiellians and

all the English and Irish from Traigh-Bhaile-Mic-

Buain (Dundalk), to the river Finn, came and
joined his army. Those forces did not halt till

they came to Carrickleith, between the two rivers,

namely, the Finn and Mourne, where they formed

an extensive military encampment, in which they

spent their time very pleasantly in the camp of the

son of O'Neill, for they carried on the selling and

buying of Meadha (mead or metheglin) wine, fine

clothes, and all sorts of commodities. The son of

O'Neill received intelligence that the people of

Tirconnell had sent their cows and cattle herds

into the retired parts and fastnesses of the country

in their rear. He said that act should avail them

nothing, as whether they were in Leinster or Mun-
ster he would pursue them until he should bring

them under his own jurisdiction, so that hence-

forth there should rule over Ulster only one king.

With respect to the people of Tirconnell they were

thus circumstanced, that O'Donnell, i. e. Manus,

Mic-Abainn seems to be the place called Ballyrickvere, not far

from Lynally j this information has been kindly communicated
by that learned antiquary, T. L. Cooke, Esq., of Parsonstown,
who correctly states, that the English name is derived from the

Irish Lelm, which signifies a Leap.
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was in bad health and unable to move, having been

for two years previously imprisoned by his son Cal-

vach, during which time Calvach ruled the coun-

try', and his brother Hugh, with his followers, were

in opposition to him, and at this time he was along

with John (O'Neill) his kinsman, namely, his

mother's brother. When Calvach received intel-

ligence that John (O'Neill) had encamped with

his army on the borders of his territory, he

weighed in his mind what he should do under the

impending danger which threatened him, and he

then consulted his father Manus what plans should

be adopted against his enemies, whenever they

should enter the country. The advice which

O'Donnell, his father, gave him was this, that as

he had not an equal number of forces with the son

of O'Neill he had better not give him battle, but

to watch the movements of their people should

they enter his country, and then to endeavour if

he got an opportunity, to attack their camp by

surprise, and by that means, he was of opinion, he

should conquer them, and on this plan they

agreed. As to John O'Neill, he advanced with

his forces from Carrickleith, without stopping or

halting, having crossed the river Finn and pro-

ceeded near Raphoe through the Lagan, and halted

and encamped beside Bally-Aighidhchaoin, con-

venient to a stream which flows from the well

called Cabharthach, and his forces pitched their

tents and booths there. Calvach was on the same

day with his son Conn at Mullogh-Beinnin, at-

tended by a small party, which consisted of only

thirty horsemen and two companies of gaUoglasses

of the Mac Sweeneys of Fanat, namelj^, one of

the sept of Roderick, commanded by Walter, the

son of Murrogh, and the other of the sept of

Donal, commanded by Donal Gorm Mac Sweeney.

When Calvach heard that John (O'Neill) had

marched to that place with his forces, he sent two

of his faithful men to reconnoitre them, whose

names were Donogh Oge, the son of Donogh Roe
Maguire, and Maurice Mac Ailin ; those two pro-

ceeded without being perceived until they were in

the midst of the forces, who were so numerous and

extensive, that they themselves could not know
one another, even if it were day, except alone by
recognising their leaders. Those two foremen-

tioned persons proceeded along from one fire to

another, until they came to the great central fire,

which was before the door of the tent of O'Neill's

son, fromwhich an immense light blazed forth, be-

cause he commanded the centre,and at it were sixty

stern warlike gaUoglasses with their sharp, well-

mounted battle-axes prepared for action, and sixty

resolute determined Scots, with theirweightybroad-

sided heavy-striking swords in their hands, drawn
ready for execution, watching and guarding the son

of O'Neill. When the time arrived for the forces to

take their food, and while it was divided and dis-

tributed amongst them, the two spies whom we
have mentioned, extended their hands for their

portions like the others to the distributor, and

what they received was a helmet full of meal, with

a due proportion of butter. With those proofs

they returned to their people, and on exhibiting

them, all they related about what they had seen

was believed. Calvach commanded his men to

put on their armour quickly, which was instantly

obeyed. The two battalions then formed themselves

into one body, and Conn O'Donnell, on foot, took

the centre between Walter and Donal (Mac
Sweeney), while at the same time he gave his

horse to his father. Having marched forward to

the camp, they did not halt until they reached the

central companies, who were guarding the son of

O'Neill, and they made a vigorous and unexpected

attack on the people of the camp. Then followed on

both sides slaughter, destruction, conflict, discomfi-

ture, cuttingand clashing of sharp-edged battle-axes

and high tempered cleaving swords, until warriors

were cut down, and heroes subdued by the assault-

ing party. When John (O'Neill) heard the sound of

the great forces, and the clamour of the hosts, he

was certain that the enemy attacked his camp,

and he fled through the back of his tent unper-

ceived. It rained calmly, dripping during the

night without intermission, so that the brooks and

rivers of the countiy became flooded. The forces

of the Tyronians were at length defeated by the

force of fighting and conflict, with sanguinary

slaughter. John (O'Neill) fled unattended by any

of his people except two of the party of Hugh, the

son of Manus O'Donnell, along ynth. Donogh, the

son of Felim Finn O'Gallagher, and they pro-

ceeded through the most direct and private ways
until they crossed the Daol (Deel), Finn and Derg
(rivers, on the borders of TjTone, Deny, and
Donegal), and it was by swimming those three



446 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A.D. 1558.

rivers along with his two attendants, he got across

them, and proceeded from thence to Tearman-ui-

Moain (Termonamungan in Tyrone) ; he pur-

chased a horse that night from O'Moan, and ar-

rived by the break of day at Airegal-da-Chiarog

(Errigal Keeroge in Tyrone). Calvach remained

with his small force the rest of the night in the

camp, which had been held by John O'Neill

in the beginning of the night, with much

mirth, enjoying and feasting themselves till

the following morning, with the wines and

viands of that host which they had just de-

feated. On the following day an immense deal

of property appeared to their view, consisting of

arms, armour, valuable goods and horses, so that

four score horses of the booty fell to the share of

Conn the son of Calvach, besides the splendid steed

of the son of O'Neill, which was called Mac-an-

lolair (the Son of the Eagle), and it is doubtful if

so much valuable booty had been taken at the

battle of Knock Buidlibh Derg, which was gained

by O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh

Roe, against O'Neill, as was obtained by the Tir-

connallians on that occasion.

A.D. 1558.

The earl of Desmond', namely, James, the son

of John, son of Thomas, son of James, son

of Gerald, the earl, died, and his territory

could not well spare that good man, for during his

time it was not found necessary to infold cattle or

to close the doors, from Duncaoin in Kerry, to the

Meeting of the Three Waters of the green borders

at the extremity of the province of Eochy, the son

Luchta, and to Leinster, and his son Gerald was

appointed his successor.

O'Brien ofThomond, i. e. Donal, the son of Co-

nor, son of Torlogh, son ofTeige,son of Torlogh,son

of Bryan ofthe Battle of Nenagh,was expelled from

his hereditary estate, and deprived of his earldom.

A.D. 1558.

1 . The earl of Desmond.—The vast territory possessed by the
Fitzgeralds, earls of Desmond, is here pointed out ; it extended
over the greater part of the counties of Cork and Kerry, and also

over parts of Limerick, Tipperary, and Waterford, as shown in

these Annals in the note on Desmond. Dun Caoin mentioned in

the text is now called Dunquin or Donquin, sometimes called Dun-
queen, a parish in the baronj of Corcaguinney, county of Kerry,
near Ventry harbour and Dunmore Head ; the Meeting of the

by the lord justice of Ireland, namely,ThomasFitz-

walter (Thomas Ratcliffe, viscount Fitzwalter and

earl of Sussex), and his brother's son Conor, the son

of Donogh, son of Conor O'Brien. Clonroad (at

Ennis), Bunratty, and Great Clare, the chief fa-

mily seats of the country, and not these alone but

the entire country, both waste and inhabited, were

given into the hands of the son of Donogh O'Brien,

by the English, and he was also appointed earl

over that country, and he was the first earl of the

Clan Cais (Dalcassians) by title, but not by in-

auguration. Abomination, hatred, disgust and

terror, seized the Gaels of fair Banba (Ireland) on

account of that act, namely, the banishment of

Donal O'Brien ; and the clans ofConn and of Cahir

(the posterity of Con of the Hundred Battles, and

of Cahir More, both celebrated monarchs of Ire-

land), the raceofHeremon, and of Heber, of Ir, and

of Ith, were alarmed on account of that humiliation

The baron O'Neill, i. e. Ferdorcha (this Ferdor-

cha is called Matthew, baron of Dungannon, by

the English writers), the son of Conn Bacach, son

of Conn, son of Henry, son of Owen, was unkin-

dredly slain by the people of his brother John,

and the cause of his death was that he was nomi-

nated to succeed to the patrimony, should his fa-

ther die before him.

The son of O'Conor Faily, i. e. Donogh, the

son of Bryan, son of Cahir, son of Conn, son ofthe

Calvach, was slain by O'Dempsey, namely, An-

thony, the son of Hugh ; that death left the BaiTow

in mourning, and Offaly feeble, and Leinster in

sorrow ; and that act was perpetrated precisely at

the festival of St. Patrick.

The earl of Clanrickard gave the Scots a com-

plete overthrow ; and that earl was Rickard, the,

son of Ulick of the Heads, the son of Rickard, son

of Uhck of Knocktow, the son of Ulick Meadhon-

ach, the son of Ulick of the Wine ; and the Scots

who were thus defeatedwere, Donal, son of Dougall,

son of Gillespie Mac Ailin ; and Dugald, the son

Three Waters is the confluence of the rivers Suir, Nore, and Bar-

row, at the bay of Waterfurd ; the province of Eochy, tiie son of

Luchta, was Munster, which was so called from Eochy, an ancient

king of Munster, wlio flourished about a century before the Chris-

tian era ; the earl's territory as mentioned in the text, also exten-

ded to Leinster, as his jurisdiction appears to have reaehed over

the greater part of Waterford, and thence to the borders of Kil-

kenny.
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of Donogh, son of Gillespie Mac Allin, two young

chivalrous constables, who bartered their services

for a long time with the Ultonians and the Tircon-

nallians, among whom they boasted of their great

activity and superior valour, and having left the

eastern countries, proceeded into Connaught to

exalt their names. They first went into the terri-

tory ofCarbrythe son of Niall (Carbury in Sligo),

through the lower part of Tirerrill, to the district

of Gallen (in Mayo), which Connac Galleng, the

son of Teige, son of Kian, son of OilioU Olum
(king of Munster in the second century), gained

by conquest, after he had forfeited his father's

protection, to the country of Amhalgaid, the son

of Fiachrach (Tyrawley, in Mayo). Mac WiUiam,

i. e. Rickard of the Iron, the son of David, son of

Edmond, son of Ulick, came thither to meet them,

and promised them support, for the purpose of

plundering his neighbours, and devastating his

enemies. When the earl of Clanrickard received

intelligence that those foreign troops had come to

his neighbourhood, he collected all the armed

forces and ordnance he could command, and did

not halt till he came to the place where those

Scots were stationed at the Moy. It was well for

him to have attacked them there, for he overthrew

those foreign forces and stern warriors who had

not taken it into their consideration how fai-

removed they had been from their own country

and kinsmen, for they suffered their enemies to

slaughter them on the spot. Donal and Dugald

were slain there, and their preservation would

have been a greater victory than their death,

because a full equivalent of any kind of wealth

might be obtained as a ransom for them. The

power of the Scots was very much lessened in the

province of Connaught for a long period of their

time through that defeat.

The English defeated O'Carroll, i. e. Wilham
Odhar, the son of Fearganainm, son of Mulroona,

son of John O'Carroll, on the plain of Cinncor-

caide ; many young soldiers were lost, and heroes

were slain, and amongst those who fell was Mur-
rogh Gencach, the son of Edmond, son of Mm-rogh,

son ofEdmond Mac Sweeney, one ofthe constables

of the Dalcassians, and a native of Tirboghaine

(Banagh in Donegal) ; O'Carroll himself escaped

from that disaster.

The archdeacon of Killaloe, Donogh Oge, the

son of Donogh, son of Nicholas O'Grady, a lord

both in church and country, died.

Ehzabeth was proclaimed queen of England on

the I7th of November.

A.D 1559.

O'Neill, i. e. Conn Bacach, the son of Conn, son

of Henry, son of Owen, died, after having spent

his age and time without reproach or dispraise

;

and his death would have been considered a great

loss among the Kinel Owen, were it not for his very

advanced age, and that he left a legitimate heir

to succeed him, namely, John Dongaileach

(O'Neill).

Edmond Butler, the son of Thomas, son of Ed-

mond, son of Thomas, died, lord of the territory

of Cluan Meala (Clonmel), and of Cathair-Duin-

lascaidh (Cahir, in Tipperary) on the river Suir

;

a mild melodious trumpet ; a dehghtful, fair-sided,

beautiful, blooming youth, but who was cut off in

the prime and early part of life ; and his father's

brother, Pierce, the son of Edmond, succeeded in

his place.

The earl of Thomond, i. e. Conor, the son of

Donogh, son of Conor O'Brien, laid siege to

Inchiquin in the month of June, precisely, against

the sons of Mun'ogh O'Brien ; one of the sons of

Murrogh, namely, Donogh, was in possession of

the town, and Teige, the son of Murrogh O'Brien,

was in constant attendance, and continually under

the protection of the earl of Desmond, since the

expulsion of Donal O'Brien, till that time. Teige

complained to the eai'l of his bad treatment, and

said he feared he should be without town or kins-

man, unless he obtained immediate rehef. The

eai'l entertained Teige's grievances favourably, and

called a muster of his brave troops, and a gather-

ing of his tribes ; he did not, however, wait for

a proper mustering of his forces, but marched di-

rectly forward with boldness and confidence across

the waters of the clear flowing Shannon. When
the earl of Tliomond received intelligence of the

march of his anny towards him, he raised the

siege of Inchiquin, left the camp empty, and en-

treated his dear friend, the earl of Clanrickard, to

come to his rehef. It was well for him to have

asked that request, for he did not wait to be asked

the second time, but immediately marched to the
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place where the earl of Thomond was then. As
to the earl of Desmond, he did not halt until he

arrived on the plain of Inchiquin, and returned

the same night to Baile-I-Aille, and the camps

of the earls were not far distant from each other

that night. The earl of Desmond got up by the

break of day the following morning, and put his

valiant forces into order and battle array, for he

expected he should not escape from those two

earls, who were in pursuit of him, without a bat-

tle. In that opinion he was not mistaken, for they

commenced skirmishing, and fighting each other

from their respective camps, until they arrived at

the top of Knock-Fuarchoilli. It was there that

destiny decreed, and fate permitted them to meet

on the same plain, at which place the sway of

battle of Clan Cais (the Dalcassians) had forsaken

them on that day, for it had been till then their

accustomed lot to defeat the Geraldines before

them on every hill on which they had hitherto

engaged ; but even on that day, Teige, the son of

Murrogh O'Brien, fought on the same side with

Gerald in the battle. Gerald, the son ofJames, and

Teige O'Brien, turned the destruction of the bat-

tle and the conflict of the hill against the noble

and warhke earls, who coveted his subjugation,

and sought to dispossess him ; so that they (the

earls), left their men under the power of the arms
of their opponents, and at the mercy of their ene-

mies. They left on the field Donogh Gobha, the

son of Bryan, son of Torlogh, son of Teige Mac
Mahon, and a number of the chiefs of Siol Aodha
( Mac Namaras of Clare) wei e slain there, with the

chief constable of Clanrickard, namely, Edmond,
the son of Roderick More Mac Sweeney, and
CoUa, the son of Murrogh, son of Roderick More

;

the three sons of Murrogh, the son of Donogh, son

of Donal of the Defeats Mac Sweeney, namely,

Conor, the constable of Thomond ; also Owen and
Donogh, and the sons of Edmond, the son of Mur-
rogh, son of Edmond Mac Sweeney, namely,

Maolmurry Buidhe and Donogh. We shall, how-
ever, enumerate no more, but the earl of Desmond
returned home after a victorious conquest and suc-

cessful defeat.

O'Carroll, i. e. William Odhar, the son of Fear-

ganainm, son of Mulroona, son of John, m.arched

at the head of a powerful force against the Mac I-

Brien of Ara, (in Tipperary), namely, Torlogh, the

son of Murtogh, son of Donal, son of Teige, son of

Torlogh, son of Murrogh-na-Raithnighe. O'Car-

roll, with great expedition devastated and com-
pletely plundered the country, from Bel-an-Atha to

the Mill of O'Hogan ; on the same day he slew

the brother of Mac I-Brien, namely, MuiTOgh,
the son of Murtogh, a distinguished leader, the

most harmless of the youths of the tribe of

Bryan Roe. After that, the Mac I-Brien called

a gathering of his friends to take revenge of

O'Can-oll, for the injurious indignity done him

;

and after his noble troops had collected about him
he marched forward and put on the resolution of

completely plundering Hy Carthin (Iken-in in

Tipperary), on that expedition. The place where
O'Carroll happened to be by fate on that night

before him was, on the top of a hill in Iken-in, on
which he could hear any movement going on in

the country about him, and it was at the foot of

the hill where O'Carroll rested, that Mac I-Brien

sent forth his scouts to plunder the districts. After

these parties had gone forth from him, O'Carroll

perceived them in battle array, and in fighting

order, but not one escaped the power of his arms,

or otherwise being captured, of all those that

came within his reach in that place. On that

occasion, every one of Mac I-Brien's party who
fought were slain, and among those killed was his

constable, Heremon, the son of Giolla Duv, son of

Conor, son of Donogh Mac Sweeney; Mac
I-Brien himself was taken prisoner, and there was

profit in that capture, for he was not set at liberty

without a ransom.

Teige-an-tSuasain, the son of Donal, son of

Conor O'Brien, died in Fermanagh, in the

territory of Maguire, while visiting amongst his

remote friends, after he had been expelled from

his patrimony along with his father, the year

before that ; he was the most distinguished man
of his age for swiftness of foot, activity, military

achievements, and equestrianism, of the race of

Cormac Cas, and he was interred at Aughavea.

Calvach O'Donnell was taken prisoner by
O'Neill, i. e. Shane (John), on the 1 4th of May,
which happened after the following manner

:

Cathbar, the son of Manus, having been in con-

tention with Calvach and his son Con, and the

place where Cathwar kept his residence was at

the Cranoge of Lough Beatha. Con, the son of
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•

Calvach, collected the forces of the country and laid

siege to the Cranoge, and Calvach was at this time

Reign of Elizabeth.—On the death of queen Mary, on the 17th

of November, 1558, her half-sister Elizabeth, daughter of Henry

VIII bv his second wife Anne Boleyn, 8ucceeded as queen ot

EnMand ; Elizabeth was then in the 25th year of her age, and

died on the 2«h of March, A. D. 1603, in the 70th year of lier

age, and 4oth of her reign.
„, , „ . , f

io,d.s- Lieutenant and Deputies.—The following account of

the lords lieutenants, deputies, and lords justices, in the reign ot

Elizabeth, lias been collected from Borlase's Reduction of Ireland,

Cox's Hibernia Anglieana, Ware, and various other sources. In

1558, Thomas Ratcliffe, earl of Sussex, who had served under

queen Mary, was continued lord deputy, and had an array of 1360

foot, and 3-20 horse, but going to England the same year, sir

Ilenrv Sydney, president of Wales, was sent over as lord deputy ;

he marcl^ed northward to defend the Pale, and having proceeded

to Dundalk, had a conference with Shane O'Neill, at whose re-

quest he became his gossip, and attended as sponsor at the cliris-

tenin- of his child. Shane (John), having assumed the tit e of

the O'Neill, was in contention with his brother Ferdorcha, whom

the En-lish writers call Matthew, and who had been created baron

of Duneannon, and was to succeed his father Conn, as earl ot Ty-

rone In 15.59, Thomas, earl of Sussex, returned as lord lieu-

tenant, and landed at Bullock,near Dublin, on the 27th of August,

and in January following held a Parliament at Dublin, in which,

amongst various other statutes, it was enacted, that every person

holding any ecclesiastical or temporal offices, must take the oath

of supremacy, and also an Act for consecrating archbishops and

bishops, and" maintaining the queen's right to the crown ot Ire-

land, and making it treason to deny her authority ;
and, according

to Mac Geo"hegan, a proclamation was issued to abolish the Mass.

Sussex had,"according to Cox, instructions to people Ulster with

English, and to recover Lecale, Newry, and Carhngford, rom the

Scots: Sussex returned to England, and in February, 1660, sir

AVilliam Fitz-William was appointed lord deputy. Shane O IMeill

at this time reduced Calvach O'Donnell, Maguire, O Reilly, and

other chiefs to subiection, and assumed the sovereignty of Ulster

In 1561, about April, the earl of Sussex came over again as lord

lieutenant, and sir William Fitz-William was appointed lord jus-

tice Sussex received the submission of Shane O'Neill, and re-

tunled to England in January, leaving Fitz-William as lord jus-

tice In 1562, in July, Sussex came back as lord lieutenant, and

in 1563, during the months of April, May, and June, he earned on

contests with Shane O'Neill in Ulster, and had various conflicts

with his forces at Duugannon, Tullaghoge, Armagh, and other

places, committed great depredations, and carried off, according

to Cox no less than three thousand three hundred kme, and one

tliousand five hundred garrom (horses) and mares, which were

divided amongst his soldiers, and he then returned to Drogheda.

About this time the lord lieutenant Sussex formed the ancient ter-

ritory of Anally into the county of Longford, and Comiaught was

divided into six counties, Clare, Galway, Mayo, Sligo, Roscommon,

andLeitrim, but Clare was afterwards added to Monster; the

various Irish chiefs of those territories were deprived of the au-

thority they held under the laws of tanistry, and compelled to

make their submission to the crown. In 1504 Sussex was recalled,

and in 1565 sir Nicholas Arnold came from England as lord jus-

tice in May, and had an army of 1596 men, but he was recalled

in the month of January following. In 1565 sir Henry Sydney,

who had been treasurer of Ireland under queen Mary, came over

as lord deputy in January, and in 1566 carried on contests with

Shane O'Neill in Ulster, and took from his territory, according to

Cox two thousand cows, and five hundred garrons. He restored

to O'Donnell the castles of Donegal and Ballysliannon ;
m this

year sir Warhani St. Leger was appointed president of JIunster,

and sir Edward Fitton, president of Connaught. In 1.567 Sydney

went to England, and left the Rev. Dr. Robert Weston, lord chan-

cellor, and sir William Fitz-William, treasurer, as lords justices.

\.t this time Donal Mac Carthy More of Desmond, who m 150^

had been created earl of Glencar, and baron of Valentia, says Cox,

at Killodtomrair, with a few forces, besides some

women and poets ; a party of the Th-connalUans

despising those titles, assumed that of king of Munster, and,

having confederated with O'Sullivan, Mac Donogh, Mac Sweeney,

and others, laid waste the possessions of the English settlers in

Roche's country, and carried off seven hundred sheep, fifteen hun-

dred cows, and' one hundred garrons. In 1568 sir Henry Sydney

returned as lord deputy ; he landed at Carrickfergus in Septem-

ber and received the submission of Torlogh Lynogh O'Neill, who,

on 'the death of John, assumed the title of O'Neill, and having

defeated the Scots, and slain their chief, Alexander Oge Mac Don-

nell.he 'took abody of one thousand Scots into his pay. The

deputy then proceeded to Dublin, where he convened a Parliament

in January, in which, amongst other statutes, an Act ot attainder

was passed against the late Shane O'Neill, and for the extinction

of the name of O'Neill, and that thequeen be entitled to the county

ofTyrone, and other parts of Ulster. In 1569 sir Peter Carew,

who" took the barony of Idrone in Carlow from the Cavenaghs,

became president of Leinster, and sir John Perrott was appointed

lord president of Munster ; in this year Pope Pius V. is.sucd on the

5th of March, a Bull of excommunication against queen Elizabeth.

In 1571 Sydney went to England, and his brother-in-law sir Wil-

liam Fitz-William was appointed as lord justice, and afterwards as

lord deputy. To maintain the war in Ireland and various ex-

penses, it was computed, according to Cox, that queen Elizabeth,

since she came to the crown to this time, had spent £490,779, or

nearly half a million of money, an enormous sum in those days,

and estimated to be equivalent to ten or twelve times the amount

at the present day, while, he says, the revenue during the same

period came to no more than £120,000. In 1575 sir Henry

Sydney returned a third time as lord deputy, and having landed

at Skerries, on the 12tli of September, he proceeded thence to

Droo-heda, as the plague raged in Dublin ; he marclied into Ulster

against the Scots, who, under Sorley Buighe Mac Donnell, had

attacked Carrickfergus and other places, slew many of the Eng-

lish plundered their settlements, and took possession of the Glmns

and Routes in Antrim, and devastated all the country as far as

Newry, where marshal Bagnall resided. Sydney next proceeded

to Leinster, and in Kilkenny received the submission of the cele-

brated Rory 0"-e O'Moore, who had laid waste the English settle-

ments in Kildare, King's and Queen's counties. He next pro-

ceeded to Waterford, where he was magnificently received, and he

there attended at the burial of sir Peter Carew, whose ancestors,

says Cox, had been marquesses of Cork, and who claimed a mighty

estate, comprising the greater part of ancient Desmond, m the

counties of Cork, Waterford, and Kerry, and Mac Carthy Riagh,

Cormac Mac Teige, Mac Carthy of Muskerry, Barry Oge ot Bar-

rymore, O'Mahony, O'DriscoU, O'Daly, and other great chiefs,

apparently recognised Carew's claims in opposition to the Fitz-

geralds, e'arls of Desmond, and proposed that if sir Peter would

come and reside amongst them they would advance him three

thousand kine, with sheep, hogs, and corn, and annua ly pay him

all reasonable demands, but his death put an end to all these spe-

culations. Tlie deputy proceeded to Cork and Limerick, received

the submission of many chiefs, and went to Thomond, which says

Cox, " formerly belonged to the English lords of Clare, and was

inhabited by many English, but now not a man of English ex-

traction to be found tliere." He imprisoned the earl of Thomond,

kept his brother in irons, and made sir Donal O Brien sheritt
;
he

thence went to Galway where came, says Cox, seven of the family

of Clan-Donnells. and after them Mac William Lighter, who could

speak Latin tliough he could not speak English, and be made his

submission ; the O'Malleys and other chiefs of Mayo and likewise

the sons of the earl of Clanrickard, who were called Mac-an-

Earlas made their submission, and in 157G the lord deputy re-

turned'to Dublin, but soon after was obliged to visit Galway again,

to put down the insurrection under the earl of Clannckard's sons,

and having taken Clanrickard 's castles, he sent tbe earl prisoner

til Dublin Tlie lord deputy then proceeded to Limerick, and

appointed 'sir William Dniry, president of Munster; he then

marched again into Galway to oppose the earl of Clannckard's
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informed O'Neill that Calvach was in that place

unguarded and unprotected. The opportunity was

sons, who had gotten two thousand Scots to their assistance, and

besieged Louglirea, but were defeated by the English forces as-

sisted by Mac William Oughter ; Sydney restored Mac William

to most of his castles, and having appointed sir Nicholas Malby

governor of Connaught, he returned to Dublin in October, and

continued lord deputy till September, 1578, when he went to

England, having been at different times eleven years chief gover-

nor of Ireland. In 1.578 sir William Drury was appointed lord

deputy, and having marched to Munster against the earl of Des-

mond, he came to Limerick, where he executed twenty-two crimi-

nals, and thirty-six at Kilkenny, one of which, says Cox, " was a

blackamoor, and two others were witches, and condemned by

the law (if nature, for tliere was no positive law against witch-

craft in those days." From this curious circumstance mentioned

by sir Richard Cox, who was a lawyer and hadbeen lord chancellor

of Ireland, it appears that he believed that these persons executed

were actually witches, and an act against wltchcrnft was passed

in this reign, A. D. 1585, in the Parliament held in Dublin by the

lord deputy sir John Perrott. The deputy afterwards went to

Waterford, in September 1579, where he soon after died. In 1579,

on the death of Drury, sir William Pelham was made lord justice

in October, and having appointed the earl of Ormond governor of

Munster, and sir Warham St. Leger, marshal of that province, he

soon after in person proceeded to Kilkenny, Cashel, and Limerick,

to organise Munster against the earl of Desmond, and afterwards

went toThomond, Galway, and Athlone, and returned to Dublin

in January ; he next proceeded to Wexford, Waterford, Clonmel,

and Limerick, and concerted measures with the earl of Ormond
against Desmond, with whose forces he had several engagements

in Connello, and other parts of Limerick and Kerry, and proceed-

ing through those two counties, the English forces plundered and

ravaged tlie territories of the earl of Desmond, and of the Fitz-

mauriees, barons of Lixnavv, and carried off several tliousand sheep

and cattle. In 1580 Artlmr Grey, called lord Grey of Wilton,

came to Ireland as lord deputy, and landed at Howth on the l-2th

of August, and was sworn in St. Patrick's church on the 14tli of

September. He appouited the earl of Ormond governor of Mun-
ster, and Adam Loftus archbishop of Dublin, and the earl of Kil-

dare, governors of the Pale, and captain Zoucli, governor of Mun-
ster. The lord deputy Grey had various conflicis with the earl of

Desmond, and the Irish chiefs of Leinster and Munster, and in his

time also took place the massacre of the Spaniards in Kerry, all

of which events are hereafter related in the course of these Annals.

From tlie many acts of cruelty committed by lord Grey, he was
recalled in 1582, and left Ireland in August. In 1583 Adam
Loftus, archbishop of Dul)lin and lord chancellor, and sir Henry
Wallop, treasurer of the army, were in September appointed lords

justices; tlie earl of Ormond arrived from England and landed at

Waterford with 400 men ; he was made governor of Munster, and
attacked the earl of Desmond's forces. In 1584 sir John Perrott

was appointed lord deputy, and landed at Dalkey in June ; sir

Jolui Norris was appointed president of Munster, and sir Richard

Bingham governor of Connauglit. The deputy proceeded to Mul-
lingar, and thence to Galway and to Limerick, and afterwards to

Leinster, and recei\'ed in the different provinces the submission of

many chiefs ; he returned to Dublin, and soon after proceeded to

Ulster with one thousand foot, some kerns, and, says Cox, the

tIsUujs out of the Pale, and at Newry received the submission of

Torlogh Lynogh O'Neill, Magennis, Mac llahon, and other chiefs;

he sent some ships to Lough Foyle to attack the Scots, and pro-

ceeded to Clannaboy against Sorley Buighe and Bryan Carragh
Mac Donnell, witli whose forces he had many conflicts, and he
received subuiission and hostages from them and the O'Neills,

O'Dounells, O'Kanes, &c. Perrott formed seven counties in Ulster,

namely, Armagh, Monaghan, Tyrone, Coleraine, afterwards called

Derry, Donegal, Fermanagh, and Cavan, and appointed for the
first time sheriffs, justices of the peace, and other otlicers in those
counties, and desired that a chief justice might be sent over to

abolish the laws of tanistry. In April 1585, he held a great Par-

not neglected by O'Neill, and he proceeded with all

the forces he could possibly collect, unawares and

liament in Dublin, of which an account is given in these Annals,

and in it amongst other statutes, an act was passed sgainst witch-

craft and sorcery. Perrott proceeded to Ulster in summer to

oppose the Scots who had landed witli great forces under Alex-

ander Mac Sorley Buighe Mac Donnell, and he received the sub-

mission of various Irish chiefs at Dungannon. In one of their

encounters with the English forces the Scots were defeated near

Strabane, according to Cox, and their commander Alexander Mac
Donnell, being taken prisoner, his head was cut off and sent to Dub-
lin, where it was fixed on a pole, and on tlie deputy's return to

Dublin in August, old Sorley Buighe himself came and made his

submission. In 1558 Perrott was recalled on some charge of

misgovernment, and after his return to England was tried for high

treason, found guilty, and imprisoned in the Tower of London,

where he died in 1592 ; Perrott was said to he a natural son of

king Henry VIII., and in a passage from his life quoted by Bor-

lase, his government of Ireland is thus praised :
—" Pacificavit

Conaciam, relaxavit Mediam, subjugavit Ultoniam, fregit Lage-

niam, ligavit Momoniam, extirpavit Scotos, refrenavit Anglos."

In 1588 sir William Fitzwilliam, who had before been cliief gover-

nor, was again appointed lord deputy on the 30th of June ; when
he sought some reward for his services, says Cox, " he was an-

swered at White Hall, that the government of Ireland was a pre-

ferment and not a service, and he ever after endeavoured to make
his profit of that office." Several vessels belonging to the Spanish

Armada having been wrecked on the coast of Ulster, the lord

deputy proceeded there to seize the treasure, of which affair an

account is hereafter given. In 1589 Fitzwilliam proceeded to

Connaught, and received at Galway the submission of sir Murrogh
O'Flaherty, several of the Burkes, and other chiefs. In 1593 the

University of Trinity College, Dublin, was founded. In 1594 Fitz-

william was recalled, and sir William Russell, youngest son of

Francis, earl of Bedford, was appointed lord deputy, and arrived

at Howth on 31st of July. Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, made
his submisssion to the deputy, but in 1595 again took uj) arms
against the queen, in Ulster, and was proclaimed a traitor ; sir

John Norris was sent over as commander of the army. In 1594-

95-96, Russell made campaigns in Ulster, Connaught, and Lein-

ster, as related in the course of these Annals. In 1595 general

Norris was appointed president of Munster, and in 1.597 sir

Richard Bingham, for his great severity, was removed from the

government of Connaught, and sir Conyers Clifford appointed in

his place. Disagreements having arisen between Russell and

general Norris, the deputy was recalled. In 1597 Thomas, lord

Boroughs, was ajqioiuted lord deputy, arrived in Dublin on the

15th of May, and received the sword in St. Patrick's church, on

Sunday the 22nd ; he made a campaign to Ulster, and in a con-

flict with Hugh O'Neill, his forces were defeated, and himself

mortally wounded, and, according to Mac Geoghegan, he was car-

ried to Newry where he died in a few days. In 1597, on the 30th

of Octobei', sir Thomas Norris, president of Munster, brother to

sir John Norris, and son of Henry, lord Norris of Ryeot, was ap-

pointed lord justice, but he soon after resigned, and in the same
year Adam Loftus, arcldiishop of Dublin, lord chancellor, and sir

Robert Gardiner, cliief justice, were appointed lords justices ; tlie

earl of Ormond was appointed lieutenant-general of tlie army, and

sir Henry Bagnall, marshal, who was slain in 1598 at the great

battle of the Yellow Ford, near the river Blackwater, on tlie bor-

ders of Armagh and Tyrone, in which the English forces were
defeated with immense slaughter by Hugh O'Neill, as recorded in

these Annals. In 1598 Robert Devereux, earl of Essex, and earl

marslial of England, son of Walter, earl of Essex, who had made a
settlement in Ulster, in the county of Down, but died at Dublin,

as hereafter recorded, was appointed lord lieutenant, and arrived

on the 15th of Ajiril ; he brought over an army of 16,000 foot, and

1300 horse, and was accompanied, says Borlase, by many of the

prime gentlemen of England ; his army was soon after increased

to 20,000 men, well armed, equipped, and disciplined. Sir George

Carew was made treasurer at war ; on the death of sir Henry
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unnoticed, until he surrounded the house in which

Calvach was, in the monasterj^ ; they took himself

and his wife, the daughter of Mac Gilleain, and

earned them otf into Tyrone. O'Neill after that

gave Calvach a direful and merciless imprison-

ment, and cohabited with Mac Gilleain's daughter

until she brought forth children to him, and if

that had not been a temporary respite for the Tir-

connaUians, it was an unhappy circumstance for

the Irish to have been deprived of their chief after

that mannner.

A. D. 1560.

The daughter of Mac Carthj^, i. e. Eveleen, the

daughter of Donal, son of Coi-mac Ladhrach, the

wife of the earl of Desmond, namely, of James, the

son of John, son of Thomas, in her youthj and

afterwards the wife of the earl of Thomond,
namely, Conor, the son of Donogh, son of Co-

nor, died ; a charitable, humane, benevolent, pious

woman was that countess, and she was interred in

the bui'ying place of her ancestors, viz., at Oirbe-

lach, (Irrelagh, or Mucruss abbey, at the Lakes

of Killarney).

Mac ^lahon, i. e. Art Maol, the son of Redmond,
son of Glaisne, was slain by the Scots in O'Neill's

forces, while unguarded, between two armies in the

Routes of Mac Quillan ; he was the foremost in

every battalion, and the defender of his portion of

the province against the men of Bregia and of

Meath. His brothei-'s son, namely Hugh, the son

of Bryan-na-Moicheirghe, son of Redmond, son of

Glaisne, was appointed his successor.

Teige and Owen, the sons of O'Rourke, i. e.

Bryan Ballach, the son of Owen O'Rourke, came
by an untimely death ; Owen in the first place,

and the manner in which he came by his death

Bagnall, sir Hichard Bingham was sent over as marshal of the
army, but as soon as he landed he died in Dublin, and sir Samuel
Bagnall was sent with 200 foot and 100 horse, which landed at
Carlingford. Essex made some expeditions in Munster, Leinster,

and Ulster, and lost great numbers of his forces in various con-
flicts with the Irish chiefs, but did not succeed in reducing them
to subjection, though he received an additional supply of 1000
men ; he returned to England in September, 1599, and havin"
quarrelled with the queen was sent to the Tower, tried for hin-h

treason, and beheaded on the 25th of February, 1601. In 1599
Adam Loftus, archbishop of Dublin and lord chancellor, and sir

George Carew, treasurer at war, were in September appointed
lords justices. Sir Thomas Norris, lord president of Munster,
died at Mallow of a wound he had received in a conflict with the

was this, that being in imprisonment with his kins-

man Teige, in the town of Leitrim, it ha])pened

that he got an opportunity of his guards, and hav-

ing slain the sentinel set over him by Teige, he

went on the top of the castle wall, and cried out

that he had the castle in his power, and that it was

not fitter for the country to support Teige than

him. A soldier of Teige's who was outside, having

heard this, laid his cheek to his gun, and took a

direct aim at Owen, so that the ball passed through

his middle, and he fell dead. Teige was drowned
in the harvest of this year, while in the act of going

to sleep on a low, sequestered Cranoge (or wooden
retreat on a lake), in Muintir Eoluis. To attack

them was the same as if a serpent's nest, or to

plunder a bird of prey, or to approach a Uon's lair,

should they fight on the same side.

Teige Buighe, the son of Kian, son of OiHoU
O'Hara, was killed by Cathal Oge, the son of

Teige, son of Cathal Oge O'Conor, and there had

never sprung in Connaught of the race of Cormac
Gallen a better entertainer of man and horse than

he was.

Rumours of war, and appearance of conflict,

arose between the earl of Desmond, namely, Ge-
rald, the son of James, son of John, and the earl of

Ormond, i. e. Thomas, son ofJames, son of Pierce

Roe, son of James, son of Edmond. The cause of

this contention was some lands along the river Suir

and Eoganacht of Cashel (in Tipperary), the inheri-

tance ofthe race of Eogan Mor and of the descend-

ants of Cormac Cas, which estates those earls were

dividing between them ; and when these noble-

men could not be reconciled, they agreed on a cer-

tain time to meet in a pitched battle, and the place

of battle which they appointed was Bothar More,

in the neighbourhood of Cnamchoill, and Tippe-

rary. Each party collected their forces resjiec-

Burkes, and sir Warliam St. Leger, marshal of Munster, was slain

in single combat near Cork, by Hugh Maguire, chief of Fer-
managh ; sir George Carew, afterwards earl of Totness, was ap-
pointed lord president of Munster, and sir Arthur Savage gover-

nor of Connaught. In 1599 sir Charles Blount, lord Mountjoy,
afterwards earl of Devonshire, was appointed lord lieutenant ; he
landed at Howth on the 24th of Februar\ , and lodged at lord

Howth's castle that night. Mountjoy continued lord lieutenant

to the year 1603, and death of Elizabeth ; he made many cam-
paigns in the different provinces, and fought numerous battles with
Hugh O'Xeil!, earl of Tyrone, Red Hugh O'Donnell, and various

otlier chiefs, of which accomits are given in the course of these

Annals.
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tively of both English and Irish, from Bealach

Conglais of the son of Duindesa the Fenian, in the

west of the two noble provinces of Munster, to the

white-blossomed Barrow, and from the lake of

Gannan Glas, the son of Bomalica (Wexford), to

the foaming broad harbour of Limerick, in the ex-

tremity of Hy Figinta, and of the lesser Decies (in

Waterford), to Caoil-an-Chosnamha. After those

great armies having met face to face and front to

front, the Almighty God sent the angel of peace

to them, to establish concord among those forces,

and having sensibly reflected concerning that

battle, they separated without fighting on that

occasion.

Thomas and James, the sons of Maurice Duv,

son of John, son of Thomas, son of the earl (of

Desmond), marched with a force into Carberry (in

Cork). The son of Mac Carthy Riavach attacked

the plunderers, namely, Donogh, the son of Do-

nal, son of Fingin, son of Donal, and Torlogh,

the son of Mulmurr^^, son of Donogh, son of Tor-

logh Mac Sweeny, of the tribe of Donogh More,

from Tuatha Toraidhe (the territories of Tory Is-

land, in Donegal), happened to be with him at the

time, with a brave select party of galloglasses.

They pursued the warlike troops to the banks of

the Bandan (the river Bandon), and defeated the

invading forces beside the river, exactly opposite

Inis Eoghanain (Inishannon), on the other side.

Two or three hundred of the valiant forces of the

Geraklines were either slain or drowned, and al-

though the Carbrians were victorious, they sustain-

ed a great loss in that battle, for Torlogh Mac
Sweeny lost a hand and foot, and was obliged to

use a wooden leg to carry him from that time to

his death.

The earl of Thomond marched into the west of

Connaught against Murrogh of the Battle-Axes,

the son of Teige, son of Murrogh, son of Roderick

O'Flaherty : he proceeded into Crioch Seoach

A.D. 1560.

1. The O'Briens of Aran. Torlogh Meith, or the Corpulent,
here mentioned, was one of the O'Briens, lords of Aran. In
O'Brien's Irish Dictionary, at the word Tromra, and also in Val-
lancey's Collectanea, an account is given of the O'Briens, lords of
Aran, who were a branch of the O'Briens, kings of Thomond, and
Avere located at Tromra, in the county of Clare. From the thir-

teenth to near the end of the sixteenth century, these O'Briens
were powerful chiefs, and lords of the Isles of Aran, off the coast
of Galway and Clare, over which they excercised the authority of
captains and admirals, and protected Galway and the adjoining

(Joyce's country, barony of Ballynahinch, county

of Galway), through Fuathaidh and Bun-an-Bhon-

nain. The people of the town of Galway went to

prevent him passing Atha-Tire-Hoilein, but he

passed it, partly through consent and force, and

he crossed through the central plain of Clanrick-

ard, going and returning on the same expedition.

Mahon, the son of Torlogh, son of Teige, son of

Donogh, son of Donal, son of Torlogh Meith',

sailed with a ship's crew and some boats from Aran

to Desmond; he took some hostages in the southern

country, and some affirm that he did not get them

properly, but that it was through friendship they

had come. On his return back with his booty, the

wind became rough and the firmament became

stormy, and the ship and boats were separated.

While the ship was endeavouring to make for

Ai'an, in the beginning of the night, the sail was

forced from the hand of the chief mariner, who was

winding the rope, and was rent into fragments in

the air, after which the ship struck on a rock at

the mouth of Cuan-an-Fhir-Moir (Great Man's

Bay, near the Bay of Galway), in the west of Con-

naught, and was lost, with its crew, except Mahon
and three others ; upwards of one hundred were

drowned in the harbour, among whom was Tuathal

O'Malley, the best steersman of a fleet of long

ships in his time.

Teige, the son of Murrogh O'Brien, was taken

prisoner at Limerick by command of the lord jus-

tice, and was sent thence to Dubhn to be impri-

soned ; and it was asserted by some persons that

the people of the west ofThomond were concerned

in that capture.

O'Gallagher, i. e. Owen, the son of Edmond, son

of John, the most harmless chief's son in Ulster,

died.

A.D. 1561.

Art, the son of Felim Finn O'Gallagher, bishop

coasts from pirates ; they kept up a large fleet on the Isles, and in

consideration of their protection of the trade and harbour, they re-

ceived annually a tribute of twelve tuns of wine, and other reve-

nues, from the merchants of Galway. They were generally desig-

nated the Clan Teige, or Mac Teiges, from their great ancestor

Tadhg Gle, or Teige the FairO'Brien, son ofDermod O'Brien, king

of JIunster in the twelfth century, a descendant of Brian Boru.

The O'Briens held their rank as lords of Aran till about A.D.
1585, in the reign of Elizabeth, when they were expelled by the

O'Flahertys, chiefs of West Connaught ; tlie O'Briens of Aran are

again mentioned at A. D. I5G5 in these Annals.
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of Raphoe, died at Cennmaghair, on the 13th of

August, and was greatly lamented in Tirconnell.

Mary, the daughter of Calvach, the son of Ma-
nus, son of Hugh Duv O'Donnell, the wife of

O'Neill, i. e. John, died of indignation, disgust,

grief, and dire affliction for the cruel and heartless

incarceration inflicted by O'Neill on Calvach, her

father, in her presence.

O'Beirne (of Roscommon), i. e. Teige, the son

of Carbry, son of Malachy, a learned man, and

well versed in Latin, in Irish, and also in the civil

and canon law, died, and his young son was ap-

pointed in his place.

Anthony, the son of Ferganainm, son of Mul-

roona, son of John O'Carroll, was slain in the town

of O'Cuirc (a name anglicised O'Quirke), in Or-

mond ; there was no sufficient cause for kUUng or

taking him prisoner, and the people of Ely were

orphans after him, for churches M'ere deprived of

relief and protection after Anthony's death.

Naghtan, the son of Calvach, son of Manus
O'Donnell, was accidentally killed by the cast of

a dart which he himself had thrown, and which

was cast back to him again.

The lord justice of Ireland, namely, Thomas
Fitzwalter (Thomas Ratcliffe, viscount Fitzwalter

and earl of Sussex), marched into Tyrone to take

revenge for the capture of Calvach O'Donnell, and

also for his own quarrels with the country. He
encamped with a great army at Armagh, and con-

structed deep entrenchments, and impregnable

ramparts about the great cliurch of Armagh, which

he intended to keep constantly guarded. O'Neill,

i. e. John, having received intelligence of this, sent

a party of his faithful men and friends with Cal-

vach O'Donnell to guard and keep him from the .

lord justice, and they conveyed him from one is-

land to another, in the recesses and sequestered

places ofTyrone, until the lord justice should leave

the country. After some time the lord justice sent

out from that camp at Armagh a number of his

captains, with one thousand men, both horse and
foot, to take some prey and plunder in Oriel.

O'Neill having received private information and
intelligence of those great troops marching into

Oriel, proceeded privately and silently to where
they were, and came up to them after they had
collected their prey ; a battle ensued, in which

many were slain on both sides ; and finally the

preys were abandoned, and fell into the hands of

their original possessors on that occasion.

O'Neill continued to prey and lay waste the ter-

ritory of Bregia and Meath at that time ; and
Tirconnell was subdued and environed by him,

after having taken Calvach prisoner before that.

O'Donnell being sick and infirm, there was no
person filling the office of ruler of Tirconnell at

that time. O'Neill, i. e. John, assumed the su-

preme government of the entire province of Ulster,

from Drogheda to the river Erne, so that it was
not an inappropriate title to call him Coigheadach

(the ruler of a province) over Ulster at that time,

were it not for the contest carried on against him
by the English.

Calvach O'DonneU was set at liberty from his

imprisonment by O'Neill, after he had been ran-

somed by the TirconnaUians.

The same lord justice collected another great

force to march into Tyrone, in the harvest of this

year, at the instigation of Calvach O'Donnell, and
there came in his army the five earls who were

then in Ireland, namely, Gerald, the son of Gerald,

son of Gerald, son of James, son of John, son of

Thomas, earl of Kildare ; Thomas, the son of

James, son of Pierce Roe, earl of Ormond ; Ge-
rald, son of James, son of John, son of Thomas,
earl of Desmond ; Conor, the son of Donogh, son

of Conor, son of Torlogh O'Brien, earl of Tho-
mond; and Rickard, the son of Ulick of the

Heads, son of Rickard, son of Ulick of Knoc
Tuagh, earl of Clanrickard. The lord justice and
those earls marched with their forces into Tir Eo-
gain without opposition or fighting, until they

reached Lough Foyle (in Derry). On the lord

justice's return the resolution he came to was, to

make peace with O'Neill, to grant him pardon,

and take his guards with him from Armagh. After

that the lord justice proceeded with his forces into

Tir-Conaill Gulbain (Tirconnell), and gave the

command of the fortresses, and of the castles of

Tirconnell, to Calvach O'Donnell. He then j)ro-

ceeded across the river Erne into the territory of

Carbury, to lay siege to the castle of Sligo ; Cal-

vach having taken notice of this, came to the reso-

lution of sending privately his own standard to the

castle, and had it planted on the battlements ofthe

tower, where it floated visibly to the view of all.

The lord justice enquired aloud whose colours
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were those he beheld, to which Calvach replied,

and said it was his ensign, and that the town had

belonged to himself and his ancestors from remote

times, after which the lord justice delivered the

keys of the town to Calvach.

O'Neill went to England about the 1st of No-

vember, to visit the queen, and he received great

honours and respect from her, and he returned

back in the May of the following year.

Owen, the son of Hugh Buighe, son of Hugh
Duv O'Donnell, a nobleman distinguished for his

learning, and knowledge of many arts, died.

Teige, the son of Torlogh, son of Niall, son of

Torlogh O'Boyle, was killed at Termon Magrath

by the son of Alexander Galda.

A. D. 1562.

O'Rourke', i. e. Bryan Ballach, the son of Owen,

son of Tiarnan, son of Teige, son of Tiarnan More

O'Rourke, the chief of Siol Feargna, and of the

tribe of Hugh Finn, a man to whom submission,

tribute, superiority, and support were yielded by

all those from the Caladh, in the territory of Hy
Maine, to Drobhaois of the tower fortress, on the

plain of the torrent, on the borders ofthe renowned

province of Ulster, and from Granard of Teffia to

the strand of Eothuile the carpenter, in Tir Fia-

chra of the Moy, a man who had the most select

collection of poems and laudatory poets of any of

his tribe, died from the effects of a fall he received,

and his son Hugh Gallda was appointed his

successor.

The earl of Thomond went with a force to gain

jurisdiction over the territory ofO'Conor (of Clare),

and into Glen Corbraighe ; the son of O'Loghhn,

namely, Malachy, the son of Anthony, son of Ma-
lachy, son of Roderick, son ofAna, sonofDonogh-
an-Chuil, the son of Ana Bacach, was slain at

Cloich Geanna, on his side, by a shot on that occa-

sion. The same earl proceeded with a force to

gain power over Caenrighe (barony of Kenry,

county of Limerick), at the same time, on which

occasion Dugal, the son of Giolla Duv, son of Co-

nor Mac Sweeney, was slain on his side.

A. D. 1562.
1. O'Rourhe here mentioned, was prince of Brefney, and his

jurisdiction appears to Lave extended at this time over Leitrim,
with parts of Roscommon and Sligo, as the place named Caladh,
in the text, signifies a ferry or port, and was situated at the Shan-

Mac Giollariabhaigh, namely, Rickard, the son

of Dunn, son of Conor, son of Thomas, son of Do-
nal, died, and it was said he was the best officer

the earl of Thomond had in his time ; and Conor,

the son of Conor, son of Rickard, succeeded in

his place.

Donal, the son of Conor, son of Torlogh, son of

Teige O'Brien, he who had been earl ofThomond
before Conor, the son of Donogh, and whom the

Irish styled O'Brien, returned from his expulsion,

exile, and banishment from Ulster to his own in-

heritance ; and it was in the same week that

Teige, the son of Murrogh, son of Torlogh, re-

turned, after having made his escape from Dublin,

and after they had both come to the country they

joined against the earl ofThomond, who encamped
a large force to oppose them. The first hostile move-

ment made by these kinsmen against each other was

a nocturnal attackmade by the two sons ofMurrogh

O'Brien, on the fortress ofthe town ofMac Regan,

in which they slew some persons, and collected some
booty, but were pursued by the people of the

countrj% The place where the day dawned on

these warlike forces respectively, was at Cahir Mac
Gorman, in the centre of Hy Fermaic, and in the

upper part of Dalgais (county of Clare). Those

sons of Murrogh O'Brien, namely, Teige and Do-
nogh, shamefully endured their defeat as far as

Cnoc-an-Sgamhaill, above Rath Blathmaic, but

they at length turned on their pursuers, and were

defeated by the earl's people, and a great number

of their chiefs and cominon soldiers were slain.

Teige Oge, the son of Teige, son of Giolla Duv,

son of Torlogh O'Brien, was taken prisoner, and

also Bryan Duv, son of Donogh, son of Conor-ua-

Srona O'Brien, and he did not depart without

leaving the prey with Teige, the son of Murrogh

O'Brien, as his ransom.

Donogh, the son of Cuchonacht, son of Cucho-

nacht, son of Bryan, son of Philip, son of Thomas
Maguire, died ; he was a man who bore the name
of being the most inoffensive of his age among the

Irish of the north, and a man whose death was not

expected to take place on his bed.

non, in Roscommon ; and Drobhaois, mentioned, is the river

Drowis, which falls into the bay of Donegal, at Bundrowis, on the

borders of Leitrim and Sligo ; Granard, of Teffia, is Granard, in

Longford; and the strand of £othuile, is near Ballysadare, in

Sligo.
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Hugh, the son of Niall Oge Mac Sweeny, of

Tir Boghaine, died of the small-pox,

Magrath of Termon Dabeog died.

Mac Mahon, i. e. Hugh, the son of Bryan-na-

Moicheirge, the son of Redmond, son of Glaisne,

was slain by the people of Farney.

A. D 1563.

O'Donnell, i. e. Manus, the son of Hugh Duv,

son of Hugh Roe, son of Niall Garv, son of Tor-

logh of the Wine, lord of Tirconnell, Inisowen,

Kinel Moain, Fermanagh, and North Connaught,

a man who did not suiFer the lords who governed

in his neighbourhood, or on the borders of his ter-

ritory, to exercise any excesses or undue influence

tni the time of his sickness and infirmity ; a man
who was fierce, violent, determined, and severe

against his enemies and opponents until he brought

them under obedience to his jurisdiction ; a man
of mildness, friendship, authority, kindness, be-

nevolence, and great hospitaUty to learned men,

strangers, poets, and professors, the religious or-

ders and clergy, as recorded by sages and histo-

rians ; a man learned and versed in many arts, and

of superior information and knowledge in all the

sciences, died on the 9th of February, in his own
fortress at Liftbrd, m the castle built by himself in

despite of O'Neill and the Tyronians, and he was

interred in the bui-ial place of his progenitors and

ancestors at Donegal, in the monastery of St.

Francis, with great honour and solemnity, after

having gained the victory over the world and the

devil.

O'SuUivan Beirre, i. e. Donal, the son of Der-

mod, son of Donal, son of Donal, son of Dermod
Balbh, fell by the hand of a bad chief, namely,

Mac Giollachuda (Mac Gillycuddy), and though

famous had been his father DeiTnod, that Donal

was a worthy heir to him, and his kinsman, Owen
O'Sullivan, succeeded in his place.

Margaret, the daughter of James, son of John,

son of Thomas, son of the earl (of Desmond), the

wife of Mac Maurice of Kerry, died, and was much
lamented.

Thomas, the son of Maurice Duv, son of John,

the son of the earl, died.

Thomond remained a continued wave of war,

and scene of contention from one kalend to the

other this year.

The castle of O'Gawley was taken and destroyed

against the sons of Murrogh O'Brien, by the earl,

who had brought thither some ordnance and forces

from Limerick, and the castle of O'Carthy was

also taken by the earl.

Mac Bruaideadha (Mac Bruodin), chief profes-

sor of Hy Breacain (Ibracken, in Clare), and of

Hy Fearmaic (also in Clai-e), namely, Dermod, the

son of Conor, son of Dermod, son of John, died

and his kinsman Maoilin succeeded him.

A.D. 1564.

O'Rourke, i. e. Hugh Gallda, the son of Bryan

Ballach, son of Owen, son of Tiarnan, son of

Teige, was treacherously and maliciously put to

death by his own people, in Leitrim of Muintir

Eoluis. On that account the whole country on all

sides attacked Bryan, the son of Bryan O'Rourke,

as it was stated that it was at his instigation that

treacherous misdeed had been committed, although

he took no part in the transaction. Hugh Buighe,

the son of Bryan, son of Owen O'Rourke, their

other kinsman, the junior of Hugh Gallda, but the

senior of Biyan, assumed the title of O'Rourke, on

the authority of O'Neill.

O'Donnell, i. e. Calvach, and O'Boyle, i. e. Tor-

logh, repaired to Dublin to the lord justice to con-

fer with him, and O'Donnell received great hon-

our and respect fi-om him. O'Donnell having set

out for home came to Fermanagh, where he

stopped, and O'Boyle proceeded to his own

residence ; Con, the son of Calvach, was there to

meet him, and O'Boyle had not been long in the

town when Con prevailed on him to go with him

to Donegal, in the hope of taking it from Hugh,

the son of Hugh Oge, son of Hugh Roe, who had

possession of it at that time. Hugh resided at

that time in the new tower, and he sent Eignaghan

and Con, the sons of Hugh Buighe, son of Hugh
Duv, namely, his brother's sons, into the old castle,

and these two were the persons who betrayed the

town to Con. After that, Con and O'Boyle

having arrived at the town, remained there for

some time ; the sons of Hugh Buighe received

Con without hesitation, but they said they would

not permit O'Boyle and his people to enter

;

O'Boyle's people replied that they would not

allow their lord to go in from them alone, and

O'Boyle afterwards went to the monastery of the
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friars to pay them a visit. Con O'Donnell and

the sons of Hugh Bulghe, commenced to demolish

the tower in which Hugh, the son of Hugh Duv,

was ; they did not however perceive, until a very

numerous party poured into the town, and sur-

rounded it in every direction. The persons who

commanded this movement were, O'Neill, namely,

John ; and Hugh, the son of Manus O'Donnell,

with very great and numerous forces, they having

received inteUigence that O'Donnell was on his way

from Dublin, and that the other kinsmen were in

contention with each other; Con the son of Calvach

was taken prisoner there, on the 1 4th of May

;

and harassing parties of O'Neill's forces overran

Tir Boghaine (Banagh in Donegal), and slew the

son of Mac Sweeney, namely, Maolmuire Meir-

geach, the son of Maolmuire, son of Niall, in Glen

Eidhnidhe ; and also Hugh Meirgeach, the son of

John Modarda Mac Sweeney, with many others.

The O'Briens being in contention with each

other this year, the sons of Conor, son of Torlogh

O'Brien, namely, Donal, and Teige, and the sons

of Murrogh O'Brien, Teige, and Donogh, went to

make a prey along Abhain-o-gCearnaighh (the

river Ougarnee, at Sixmile-bridge, county of Clare),

in Clan Cuilein (baronies of Tulla and Bunratty,

in Clare), at which time the earl happened to

have been at Rosroe ; besides other towns, they

particularly burned and completely plundered that

town. The people of the country in every direc-

tion, from Sliabh Oidheada-an-Righ (the Moun-
tain of the Death of the King, in the southern

part of Clare, near ScarifF), to Luchad, and from

Rinn-Eanigh to ScarifF, pursued and overtook

them ; they attacked at an opportunity the earl's

forces, and slew nearly one hundred of them on

that occasion, and they did not attempt afterwards

to oppose them until night. The O'Briens pro-

ceeded, without receiving a wound, or losing a drop

of blood, through the upper part of Thomond,
across the Finn-Learga (the Fair Slopes) of the

Fergus, carrying with them their prey and cap-

tures. They afterwards engaged and took into

A. D. 1565.
1. Ath Meadhain, the place where this conflict occurred, is

stated by Cox and otliers to liave lieen Affane, in the county of
AA'aterford, where the earl of Desmond's party being attacked
unawares on the 1st of February, were defeated, and two hundred
and eighty of his men were siahi; Desmond himself received a

their pay a great number of the Mac Sweeneys

from beyond the Shannon, and also of the Clan

Sheehys, who had the range of the coimtry, its

preys and booty, under their controul until the pe-

riod of their engagement had expired ; but, howe-

ver, there did not remain with the inhabitants of

the country as much in value of their cattle as had

been conveyed out of it by those mercenaries, in

lieu of their hire.

Corcomroe (in Clare), with its rents, Buanacht

Bona (subsidies), and tributary lands in the terri-

tories of Thomond, and also its church livings,

were conferred on Donal O'Brien, as a recompense

for the lordship of Thomond, and for preserving

the peace during the winter of this year.

Maurice Duv, the son of John, son of the earl

(of Desmond), went to make a prey in Muskerry
;

Dermod and Cormac, the sons of Teige, son of

Cormac Oge, son of Cormac, son of Teige Mac
Carthy, overtook and beheaded Maurice ; but his

preservation, however, would have been more pro-

fitable than any victory they gained by his death
;

and the man who was slain there was the high-

tempered steel of the Geraldines in dangerous con-

flict, the plunderer of his enemies, and the slayer

of his opponents.

A. D, 1565.

Judith, the daughter of James (Fitzgerald of

Desmond), the son ofMaurice,son ofThomas, died,

and was very much lamented in Leath Mogha,
on account of her charity and humanity.

It happened on a certain expedition the earl of

Desmond, i. e. Gerald, the son of James, son of

John, had made into the Desies of Munster, that

the lord of Decies, namely, Maurice, the son of Ge-
rald, son of John, son of Gerald, sent treache-

rously for the earl of Ormond, namely Thomas,

the son of James, son of Pierce Roe, in order that

he might lie in ambush for the earl of Desmond.

The earl (of Desmond) having come to the coun-

try, he never perceived until he was surrounded

on all sides at a place called Ath Meadhain' ; the

pistol shot from Sir Edward Butler, by which he was severely

wounded in the thigh, and having fallenfrom his horse he ever after

continued lame ; he was taken prisoner and brought to Clonmel,

and as soon as he had sutRciently recovered, he was, according to

Mac Geoghegan, sent prisoner to London and contined in the

tower.
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large body of the ambushed troops attacked,

wounded, and took him prisoner, and a great num-
ber of his people were either slain or taken pri-

VI. TJic Danish Wars,— In tliis article is given an account of

the Danish invasions and wars in Ireland, and the principal battles

fought between their forces and the Irish, and likewise an account

ofthe Danish kings of Dublin, Waterford, and Limerick, collected

from the Annals of the Fuiir Masters, Innisfallen, and Ulster, the

various histories of Ireland, Ware's Annals, Hanmer's Chronicle,

Mallett's Northern Antiquities, Whcaton's History of the North-

men, Johnstone's Celto-Scundinavian and Celto-Nonnanic Anti-

quities, Turner's Anglo-Saxons, Thierry's Norman Conquest,

Speed's Annals, Chalnier's Caledonia, Glaus Magnuson the Nor-
thern Nations, and various histories of Denmark, Norway, and
Sweden, by Saxo Grammaticus, Olaus Wormius, Torfeus, Johannes

Meursius, Bartholine, Pontoppidan, Laing's Chronicle of the

Kings of Norway, &e.

7 he Scartdinavians.—The inhabitants of ancient Scandinavia,

or the countries which now form Sweden, Norway and Denmark,
according to the accounts of their own old historians, Olaus Mag-
nus and others, came originally from Asia, about a thousand years

before the Christian era, but according to others, only five centu-

ries before that period, while some make their arrival only about

one century before the birth of Christ. They came from the east,

under the conduct of a celebrated chief named Odhi, whom they

afterwards worshipped as their chief deity and god of war. The
Scandinavians were of Scythian origin, and came from those coun-

tries on the borders of Europe and Asia about the Euxiue and Cas-
pian seas, and are generally considered to have been some of the

people called (Joths, so celebrated in their wars with the Romans.
The Cimbrians and Teutons of Northern Germany, four or tive cen-

turies before the Christian era, as shown in the article on the Teu-
tonic nations in the Penny Cyclopedia, peopled the Chersoyiesns

Cimhrica, or great peninsula of Jutland in Denmark, with part of

Sweden, and some other countries along the shores of the Baltic,

and these Cinibri and Teutones were amongst the most valiant na-

tions of antiquity, and celebrated in the century before the Chris-

tian era in their wurs with the Romans. The Danes, Swedes and
Norwegians belong to the Teutoiuc race, and speak dialects of the

Gothic or Teutonic tongues, of the same origin as tlie language
of the Germans, Dutch, English, and other Teutonic nations.

The Scandinavians were a very valiant and warlike race, and in

after times, under the names of Swedes, Danes, Norwegians,

Northmen, and Normans, became famous for tlieir piratical incur-

sions and invasions of various nations of Europe, from the seventh

to tiie twelfth century. They fitted out powerful fleets from their

pine forests, and under the conduct of their chiefs, called Viki7igir^

or Sea Kings, this fierce and brave, but semi-barbarous race of

restless robbers frequently ravaged the coasts of France, Spain,

Italy, Britain, and Ireland, and as they continued Pagans till the

tenth and eleventh centuries, they destroyed with unrelenting fury

every thing connected with Christianity and ci\ilization, and laid

waste cities, towns, colleges, monasteries and churches throughout
various countries. It appears, from Turner and others, that a

great number of petty kings ruled over Scandinavia in those early

times, ten or twelve in Norway, nineteen in Sweden, and several in

Denmark; but this was the general mode of government in those

times, there being numerous petty kings and khigdoms in various

countries.

Fleets.—The Scandinavians fitted out powerful fleets, having
great facilities for the purpose afforded by the magnificent oak and
pine forests of Norway, kc, and the chief power of those pirate

kings consisted in their ships and maritime forces
; and it is men-

tioned by the Danish historians, quoted by Mallett, that Harold,
king of DcTimark, and Hacon, a Norwegian Vikoiig in the tenth cen-
tury, had a fleet of seven hundred ships ; and according to Turner's
account of the battle of Brunanburgh, in Northumberland, in the
tenth century, Aulaf, the Danish king of Dublin, and his allies, en-

tered the Humbcr with a tieetof (515ships. The Danish and Nor-
wegian kings who invaded England and Ireland in tlie nintii and
tenth centuries had frequenl-ly fleets of "iOU and 300 ships; these

soners along with him. The Butlers were full of

joy and gladness on account of the great booty

and the number of prisoners they had taken on

vessels are stated by Mallett to have been originally small galleys,

sometimes twelve-oared barks, hut in the tenth and eleventh cen-
turies, they had ships capatde of containing lUU or 120 men each

;

and Harold Harfager, and Olaf, kings of Norway, are mentioned to

have constructed huge long ships, called dragons and serpents,

some of iheui carrying thirty-four banks of rowers.

Warrfors and Weapons.—The Scandinavian chiefs were called

larfs, the same as the EngHsli earls, and their champions were
renowned for strength and valour. Frotho, an ancient king of

Denmark, according to Saxo, ordained that no warrior should be

admitted to any command in the armies who was not prepared on
all occasions to attack one enemy, to face two, to retire back only

one slej) from three, and not to retreat till actually assailed by

four. Many Danish and Norwegian champions celebrated for

their great strength and gigantic stature are mentioned in the

Saga ofthe Icelandic historians; and in the great battle of Stam-
ford Bridge, in England, in the eleventh century, between Harold
Hardrada, king of Norway, and Harold king of England, when the

forces ofthe Northmen were put to flight, a single Norwegian war-
rior stopped the pursuit for some hours, by defending the pass of

the bridge, and, according to Speed and others, killed witli his

battle-axe more than forty ofthe English soldiers, and kept the

bridge until he was himself slain by the cast of a dart. In more
modern times Charles XII., khig of Sweden, equalled this warrior

in bravery, and was not surpassed by any ofthe heroes ofantiquity

in any country for Herculean strength and invincible valour. The
chief weapon of the Northmen was the battle-axe, which was dou-

ble-edged and very heavy, and when wielded by a powerful arm,

was capable of cleaving through iron helmets and armour witli a

single blow ; they also used battle-hammers, and clubs studded

with short spikes and knobs of iron ; their swords were short,

strong, and crooked like scymitars, but they sometimes used long

straight swords ; they also used long spears, javelins, darts, dag-

gers, slings, bows, and arrows. Their shields and bucklers were
mostly made of wood, sometimes covered with skins of animals;

sometimes made of wicker-work, or interwoven oziers and small

rods ; their chiefs sometimes used iron and brazen shields, and
many of them were ornamented or embossed with silver ; the

shields were of an oval form, and many of them so large as to

cover the entire body, and in battle, when hard pressed, they made
a rampart of their shields, by locking them into each other in a

circle, within which they were defended from the darts of their

enemy ; their shields also formed a shelter, or sort of tents, when
encamping on the fields in wet weather. Their helmets were
mostly made of strong leather, but the chiefs wore iron and
brazen helmets ; their coats of mail, breast-plales, thigh and leg

armour, were sometimes of leather, but the ciiiels mostly used

those made of iron, brass, and other metals. The Danes and Nor-
wegians who under Asculpli Mac Thork:l, the last Danish king of

Dublin, defended that city against the Anglo-Normans, in the

twelfth century, are thus described in Hanmer's Chronicle : *'They
were all mighty men of war, and well uppointeil after the Danish
manner, being harnessed with good brigandines, jacks, and sliirts

of mail, their shields, bucklers, and targets were round and
coloured red, and bound about with iron, and as they seemed in

arms, so were they no less in minds, iron-strong and mighty.'' In

this battle at Dublin, John le Dene, a valiant Norwegian warrior

from the Orkney islands, with a single blow of his battle-axe, cut

off the thigh of an English horseman, so that the limb fell to the

ground on one side, and the body on the other. The Northmen
rushed to the battle with great shouts and clashing of arms, ex-

cited by the battle-songs of their Skalds, or bards, and uttering

invocations to Odin and Thor, their gods of war and vicloiy. In

their expeditions they often brought with them their women and
cliildren, whom they secured in their encampments, but many of

these warlike women fought like the Amazons of old among their

Scythian ancestors. The forces ofthe Northmen were, of c^Jur;^e,

chiefly foot, and as they could not convey iiorses in their bliips,
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that day, and the result of that capture was, that

the two earls went to England by command of the

they probably had none in battle except such as they might take

in tlie countries they invaded

The Stiindurdi and Banners of the Danes and Norwegians

bore chiefly the figure of a Riiven, wliich bird was sacred to Odin,

tlieir god of war, and representatiyiis of a raven may be seen given

in Speed's Annals, as the chief armorial ensign of the Danish

kings ; and, according to Speed, there was a figure of a raven also

on some of the coins of the Danish kings. According toThorkelin,

in his Fragments of Icelandic History, the raven was sacred to

Odin as a bird remarkable for its fierceness and sagacity, and its

figure was borne on the standards in battle, with open beak and

expanded wings, and he says that the figure of a dragon was also

one of their ensigns, and borne on their ships. The three daugh-

ters of the famous king of Denmark, Ragnar Lodbrog, according

to the Saga, wrought the figure of the Reofiin, or raven, accom-

panied by ujagical incantations, on the standard of their brothers,

Hingvar and Hubba, who invaded England in the latter end of the

ninth century, and tliis ensign was supposed to give omens of vic-

tory or defeat— if it fluttered forward in the wind it presaged suc-

cess, but if it drooped it portended defeat. The celebrated Doctor

M'illiam Drennan, of Belfast, in a beautiful poem on Glendalough,

has the following passage on the raven standard of the Danes

:

" From the bleak Scandinavian shore,

The Dane his raven-.«tandard bore
;

It rose amidst the whitening foam.

When the fierce robber hated home
;

And as he ploughed the watery way,

The raven seemed to scent its prey,

Outstretched the gloomy ominous wing

For feast of carnage war nmst bring."

Mj/tholoriii —An account of the Scandinavian idolatry is given in

the sacred book called the Eddn, which is described in Mallett's

Northern Antiquities, and it appears they worshipped a great

number of gods and goddesses; their chief deity was Odin, wor-

sliipped as the god of war, like Mars amongst the Romans, and l)y

the Saxons and Anglo-Saxons under the name of Woden, or Wodan,
hence the day of the week dedicated to him was called Wodens-
dag, in English Wednesday. Odin was the most powerful of the

gods, and dwelt in Valhalln, tlie Pagan Paradise of the Scandina-

vians, where the palace of Odin was situate, and had 540 gates, or

grand doors ; in his halls he received and welcomed the spirits of

tlie departed heroes slain in battle, and entertained them in conti-

nual feasting, and witli copious libations of ale and mead, or hydro-

niel, while Odin himself was eternally regaled with goblets of wine,

but none drank tliat beverage but tite god himself. The Vtilkyrie

were the attending goddesses of Vallialla, who, on their winged

steeds, attended battle fields, and conveyed the spirits of the war-

riors wlio fell bravely figiiting to the banquets prepared for them
in the Imll of Odin, and served them with ale and mead in cups

formed of the sculls of their enemies. To Odin were sacred the

wolf and raven, and he was represented as always attended with

two of each, which he fed wiMi his own liands. Thor, the son of

Odin, was next to him the most powerful of the gods, and worship-

ped likewise liy the Saxons, and the day dedicated to him was
called Thorsdag, hence Thursday ; he was named Asa Thor, or

the lord Thor, and was the god of thunder, the winds and storms,

nearly the same as Jupiter aumngst the Greeks and Romans ; Thor
is supposed to have Iteen the same as Taran or Etaran, an idol

god of the Gauls, Britons and other Celtic nations. Like Odin,

Thor had a magnificent palace, in which were 540 halls, and he

was represented in a chariot drawn by two he-goats ; he was
armed with a club or battle-hammer, and had on his liands gaunt-

lets or gloves of iron, and the belt of jirowess round his middle,

and, thus prepared, he warred against the Giants and Genii, who
were the enemies of the gods. Tiior was the favourite god of the

Norwegians, hence the names of many of their chieftains, as Thor-
gis or Turgesius, Thorkil, Thorstein, Thortin, Tho?alf, Thorfeus,

&c. Frigga or Freya, wife of Odin, and mother of Thor, was

queen, and having remained for some time in Lon-

don, they returned back in peace and friendship.

their chief female deity, and worshipped as the goddess of Love,

Beauty, Pleasure, Fruitfulness, and Plenty ; she resembled the

Venus of the Romans, and also represented the Earth, aud was
worshipped by the Saxons under the name of Hcrtfia ; the day
dedicated to her was named Friga-dag, hence Friday. The Scan-
dinavians had many minor deities, as Ti/r, a warrior god, next to

Thor in greatness, a subaltern deity to Odin, the god of War, and
as a dispenser of victories \vas worshipped by warriors. Haider,
son of Odin, was the god of Wisdom and Beauty, and represented

the Sun, like Apollo among the Greeks and Romans. lirage was
the gnd ofEloquence and Poetry , and Frey was god of the Weather,

and Seasons, and ruled over the productions of the eartli. Niord
was the god of the Ocean, the Neptune of the Northern nations,

and was naturally much worshipped,by those pirates and sea kings.

Heinidall, or the god with the golden teeth, was tlie sentinel or

janitor of tile gods, and was seated in the celestial fortress which
guarded the entrance to their palace, to prevent the giants from
forcing their way across the bridge ; he slept less tlian a liird, and
his sight was so strong that he could see by niglit as well as by
day, more than a hundred leagues around him, and his ear was so

acute that he could hear the grass growing, and tlie w oo! on the

sheep's back ; he had a trumpet to sound alarms, tlie blasts of

which were heard thruugli all the worlds; he drank hydromel in

the secure and tranquil palaces of the gods. Hilda.—As Odin
was tlie god of War, or Mars of the Scandinavians, Hilda was
worshipped as their goddess of War and Battles, the same as Bel-

lona and Pallas amongst the Greeks and Romans.
Palaces and Temples oj the gods.—Tliere were great temples de-

dicated to Odin, Thor, and Frigga,in various places, particularly one

at Upsal in Sweden, the roof of which was said to be DUO ells in

circumference, and partly covered with plates and chains of gold
;

and there was a magnificent temple dedicated to Thor near Dron-
thiin, by Ilacon, king of Norway ; but these great temples were
rased to tlie ground, and the grand idols destroyed, after the

introduction of Christianity. The magnificent palace represented

as the habitation of the gods, or heaven, was called Asgard, and

situated in Asia ; it was a palace of immense size and magnificence,

the foundations being mountains, the walls of stone, and the roof,

as far as the eye could reach, covered with brilliant plates of gold,

and golden shields. In this palace dwelt Alfader, or the univer-

sal father who made the world, the heavens and earth, and also

man, and gave him a spirit that lives after the body dies ; in

GUnle, or Vingolf, the palace of friendship, dwelt the good after

death.

The Northmen also worshipped various other gods and goddesses

too numerous to be here mentioned, amongst others Nor, who was
father of the giants, and his daughter Night and Dag,ov Day, the

daughter of Night. Lolie, the son of a giant, was the god of de-

ceit and evil, and called the calumniator of the gods, and the dis-

grace of gods and men, the same as Satan ; one of his children was
\\ie w'oM Feiiris, a monster who was chained to a rock, but at some
time was to encounter the gods, and destroy the world ; the second

was the great serpent of JMidgard, which encircled the world, and

tlie tliird was Hela, or Death, whom the gods precipitated into

Nifleheim, or the hell of the Scandinavians, where she possesses

vast apartments, strongly built, and fenced with large tcrates of

iron, and she was attended by many monsters, as grief, famine,

hunger, delay, sickness, pain, cursing and howling ; and in this

abyss, situated below in the ninth world, was the abode of the

wicked, and from it issued pe.-tilential rivers, tempests, and whirl-

winds. The Scandinavians had their priests and priestesses, and

otfered up sacrifices to their gods, and, like their Scythian ances-

tors, they sacrificed hecatombs of horses, and also oxen, hogs, dogs,

cocks, and other animals, and every ninth year, at the temple of

Upsal, in the sacred grove of Odin adjoining it, human victims,

chiefly captives taken in war, were sacrificed in great numbers, 99

men being offered up at each of the great sacrifices, hut this prac-

tice of oflering human victims to their gods prevailed amongst all

the Pagan nations of antiquity.
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Mahon, the son of Torlogh Mantagh, son of

Donogh, son of Donal, son of Torlogh Meith

(O'Brien, see note at A. D. 1560), was treache-

Witckcrnft.—The Scandinavians worshipped goddesses called

Nomas or Nornies, and the Fates, or fatal sisters, and the doctrine

of witchcraft extensively prevailed amongst them, hence Milton

alludes to this subject in his Paradise Lost, when describing Sin

and her attendant demons :

" Nor uglier follow the night-hag when called.

In secret riding through the air she comes.

Lured by the smell of hifant blood to dance

With Lapland witches, while the labouring moon
Eclipses at their charms."

In the Anthologia Hibeniica for June, 1794, is given a verj'

curious account of witchcraft in Denmark, in the Pagan times,

taken from the Icelandic Saga. A hag named Heida, who was

famous for her skill in magic, divination, and witchcraft, went at-

tended in state by thirty men servants, and was waited on hyfifteen

young women ; in the Rauga Saga is given an account of another

celebrated witch naujed Thorbiiirga, who, together with her nine

sisters, were all professional witches, and famous for their jirognos-

tications and knowledge of futurity ; they frequented public

assenjblies and entertainments, when invited, for purposes of divi-

nation. Thorkil, a Danish earl, in order to know when a famine

and plague which prevailed would cease, sent for Tliorbiorga to

tell the time ; on her arrival she was dressed in a gown of green

cloth, closely buttoned from top to bottom , about her neck was a

string of glass beads, and her head was covered with the skin of a

black lamb, lined with that of a white cat; her shoes were calf-

skin, with the hair on, tied with thongs and fastened with brass

buttons; on her hands were gloves made of the skin of a white

cat, with the fur inward ; about her waist she wore a Hunlandic

girdle, at which hung a bag containing her magical instruments,

and she supported herself on a staff ornamented with many knobs

of brass ; on her entrance the whole company rose and saluted her,

and earl Thorkil advancing, took her by the hand, and conducted

her to the seat prepared for her, on which was a cushion of hen's

feathers ; after some ceremony, and refreshments set before her,

Thorkil, humbly approaching the prophetess, requested to know
the future event ; she replied, that next day i-he would fully

satisfy him, and on the morrow, having put her instruments of di-

vination in order, she commanded Godreda, one of her maidens, to

sing the magical song called Vordloknr, or the words of fortune,

which she sung with so clear and sweet a voice as delighted tlie

company, and particularly the prophetess, who declared that she

then knew many things respecting the famine and sickness of

which she was ignorant before, and that tliese calamities would be

of short duration. The term applied to witches by Danish

writers was Stryga, and it appears that cats were particularly

connected with witchcraft amongst the northern nations, that sa-

gacious animal being considered capable of seeing into futurity,

and hence the skins of cats were worn by witch&s, and cats and

witches were always represented as companions. Witches were

also considered frequently to change themselves into hares, and

thus run with great rapidity on their mischievous errands; and

there i)revailed a belief amongst the common people in Ireland,

that they were invulnerable by leaden bullets, and could be shot

only by a sixpence, or other piece of silver, or a silver ball. The
wizards, or male conjurors, were also iield in high esteem, particu-

larly in Scotland. The doctrines of witchcraft, sorcery, and ne-

cromancy, were probably derived from Vruidism, the witches

being nearly the same as the Druidesses of more ancient days,

and hence Ban-draoi, or a Druidical woman, was also applied to

a witch. The other terms applied by the Irish were Phcog, com-
monly pronounced Pistreoge, signifying witchcraft, and Eamr-
luiglwticht jW'h'ich also meant witchcraft, or witchery ; hence Seon-
JSiisarluiyhe, or Cadliach Ea^urhughe, signified a woman, or

hag of sorcery ; magic, sorcery, and necromancy, were alsotermed

Deainhnoireiicht, which meant demonism. In the Erse, or Scot-

tish Gaelic, witchcraft was termed Jiuldseacht , and Huidseachas,

rously slain by his own companions and kinsmen in

his own residence at Aircin, on Aran (Aran island

off the coast of Galway). When the nobles of

and also Druideacht, the latter word signifying Druidism; a

witch was termed Beann-Bu'uUcach, and a wizard Druoidh, that

is, a Druid, and sometimes Fiosaiehe, which meant a fortune-

teller. The doctrines of witchcraft, wizards, warlocks, and weird

sisters were very prevalent in former times in Scotland, of which

copious and very curious accounts are given in Sir Walter Scott's

Letters on Witchcraft and Denmnology, and still more admirable

and vivid descriptions of witches and their incantations are given

in Shakspeare's Macbeth. In Ireland, particularly in Ulster, the

belief in witchcraft extensively prevailed in former times, and, as

already stated in these Annals, an Act against witchcraft was

passed in the Irish Parliament held at Dublin A. D. 1586, in the

reign of Elizabeth. The Evil Eye, called by the Irish Bebn-sul,

signifying a stroke of the eye, a belief connected with witchcraft,

was in former times very prevalent in Ireland, as well as in Scot-

land and England, and it was believed that certain wizards,

witches, and evil-minded persons, had the power of injuring, or

even causing the death of cattle, horses, and even human beings,

especially children, by their malignant looks. This belief also ex-

tensively prevails amongst the Turks and Arabs, and in various

countries of Europe ; in Italy it is called M(il Occhio. It was also

a superstition amongst the Greeks and Romans; by the Greeks it

was termed BaskanUi, and by the Romans Fiiscinntio, and thus

Virgil alludes to it in a passage where the shepherd laments that

his tender lambs were bewitched :

" Nescio quis teneros occulus mihi fascinat agnos."

The doctrines of witchcraft were very prevalent among the

Romans, and Canidia, a famous witch, is celebrated by Horace
;

the term Saga, signifying a wise woman, or sorceress, was applied

to a witch in the Latin language ; and in the English the name is de-

rived from the Saxon Wice, which also signifies wise. Fairyism

has been much connected with the Danes in Ireland, in the tradi-

tions of the people, who consider the Danes to have erected the

circular earthen ramparts or raths, called forts, and that the fairies

were left there by the Danes to guard their treasures until their

return to Ireland", which is expected to take place at some future

time. The opinion that the Danes erected all the raths is erroneous,

for though they may have built many of them, yet most of these

ramparts were constructed by the ancient Irish, centuries before

the Danes came to Ireland.
'

In the traditions of the people, the

Tuath De Danan and Fairyism were connected, of which an account

has been given at p. 379 in these notes ; and it is probable that,

from the similarity of the names, the Danes and Danans may have

been confounded with each other, and some of the raths may have

been constructed by the Danans in the early ages. The terms

Slghe, Sigheog, and Sinblira, were applied by the Irish to Fairies,

hence came the names Siahhrog, a Fairy habitation, Shingh-Sighe,

the Fairy host, and Bmn-Sighi; a Fairy woman ; the Fairies were

also called by the Irish Dcnmhuin-Aedhlr, signifying Demons of

the Air, and frequently Ddolne-Miiithe, meaning the Good People,

being so denominated for fear of giving them ofience, and dreading

their power.

The Skalds or Bards of the Scandinavians were highly celebra-

ted ; they were very numerous, and many of their compositions

still' remain, such as" war songs, .Sec, containing bold, vivid, and

admirable descriptions of warriors and battles ; they were highly

honoured, and it is stated that the renowned hero, Harold Harfager,

kingof Notwav, in the tenth century, placed the Bards at the

banquet above 'all the officers of his court. The Skalds always

accompanied the kings and chiefs on their expeditions, to compose

and recite their war songs, and animate the champions in battle;

for the poems they composed in honour of kings and heroes they

received rich rewards ofsplendid dresses, gold and silver ornaments,

weapons, &c. In Turner's Anglo-Saxons an account is given of a

famous Skald of the Danes in England, named Gunlaugei; who

composed a poem on king Ethelred, for which he received a present

of a gold ring weighing seven ounces ; and the same bard having

3n2
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Galway received intelligence of that act, they went

to take revenge for the crime on the people who

committed the treachery, whom they forced to fly

gone to Ireland, sang his compositions for one of the kings there,

who offered him a present of two sliips, hut his treasurer io!d him

tiiat the rewards always friven to poets were gold rings, swords,

clothes, &c., which were then presented to him ;
he next went to

the Orkney Islands, where he got from one of the larls a present

of a silver "axe. Several of the kings and chieftains of Denmark

and Norway were themselves Skalds, and composed war songs,

&c. ; the Skalds were mostly natives of Iceland, and, from the

seventh to the twelfth century, not less than two hundred of them,

eminent in their art, are recorded. These Bards were, as in other

nations in tlie early ages, the annalists of these countries, and

their prose historical compositions were called Sngn, which signi-

fies Stories. The most celelirated of the Icelandic Sagas are those

of Snorro Sturleson, an eminent writer of the thirteenth century,

whose great work on the Norwegian kings, styled Hclmshrlngla,

or the Chronicle of the Kings, has been translated into English by

Laing, and published in 1844; and it is also partly translated

into Latin, in Johnstone's Celto-Scandinavian Antiquities.

The Mythology of the Scandinavians was a creed admirably

adapted for warriors, as it inculcated courage and contempt ofdeath

as the highest virtues, and the heroes win. fell in battle were for ever

honoured and entertained with magnificent banipiets in the Hall of

Odin. Theirdoctrinesled to such contempt of death that many war-

riors rushed into the thick of battle, anxious to fall, and several com-

mitted suicide, in haste to enter their Elysium, and join the glories

of Valhalla. Tlie composition called the Death-song of Lodhrog

gives a strong but faithful picture of the fierce and warlike spirit

of the Northmen. Ragnar Lodbrog was one of the most famous of

the sea kings ; he was son of Sivard,king of Denmark, and descend-

ed from the kings of Norway ; Ragnar became king of Denmark,

and having fitted 'Out large fleets, he made many expeditions, as a

Vikingir or Sea king, along the coast of the Baltic and German
Ocean, and, during a victorious career of thirty years, frequently

invaded France, England, Scotland, and Ireland, about the middle

of the ninth century ; and during one of his expeditions he is stated

to have spent an entire year in Dublin. About A. D. 805, Ragnar

invaded England, and landed bis forces in Northumberland, where

he fought a great battle with Ella, king of the Northumbrian

Saxons, in which, after performing ]u-odigies of valour, Lodbrog

was at length vanquished by superior numbers, and being taken

prisoner, he was treated with great harl)arity, tlirown into a dun-

geon, and closed in there witli a number of vipers, by which he

was bitten to death. Together with his fame as a sea king, Uag-

nar was also a Skald, and couiposcd many war songs. Johnstone,

author of the Celto-Scandinavian Antiquities, lias given from the

Icelandic Saga, in Danish and Latin, with a free English version,

a composition styled Lodhrohar Qulda, signifying the Epicedium,

or Death-Song of Lodbrog, which was supposed to have been reci-

ted by him wliile under the torments of death in the dungeon.

This composition is considered to have been the war song of this

Corsair king, enumerating bis various victories, to which the two

or three last verses were added after his death, it is said, by his

wife Aslauga, who was a great poetess. The following is a literal

translation of the death song of Lodlirog, from the Danish and the

Latin version of Olaus VVorndus, which is given in Blair's Disser-

tations, prefixed to Ossian's Poems, and tliis translation is also

partly taken from Johnstone, each stanza in the Danish commen-
ces thus : Hiuggom ver mcd liinurvi, \vhich, in the Latin version

is variously rendered, Pugnavimus ensiljus, concidimns ensibus

and seeuimus ensibus, and signifies according to lU allot. We fought

with swords. We cut with swords, We hewed with swords, &c.

;

hence, these variations have been given in the present translation.

" We fought with swords—when first in Gothland (Sweden)

We came and slew the mighty monster ;

Then I obtained my Thora, and was eaiied

Tlie warrior who had translixed the Dragon
W^ith my sword of surpassing brightness;

And Lodbrokar was I thenceforward named.

from their houses, and they betook themselves to

their boats and set out to sea, and where they

landed was at Cuan Ruis, in the territory of

" We smote with swords—when in early youth

Towards the east, in the Bay of Eyra (Elsinore),

We made the torrents of blood to flow.

For the yellow-footed birds and beasts of prey
;

There the hard steel sounded on the helmets,

The entire ocean was one wound.
And the Raven waded in the blood of the slain.

" We hewed with swords—in my twentieth year,

Then we raised our spears on high,

And gained renown in every land :

At the port of Dwina, in the east (at the Baltic),

Eight earls have we conquered
;

Then did we supply the Eagle

With a plentiful feast in that slaughter

;

The warriors fell, and the warm stream

Of wounds flowed into the ocean waves.

" We hacked with swords—against Heiden's queen (in Sweden),

And sent hosts of Helsingians to the hall of Odin;

To Iva's mouth we steered our ships

—

The entire waters were as one wound.
And the earth was red with the warm stream

;

Then did the weapon deeply bite.

The sword rung on the coats of mail.

And quickly clove the shields asunder.

" We fought with swords—none fled that day
Till amidst his ships Herraudus fell (in Sweden)

;

No braver larl than he in battle

Did e'er with his galleys plough the sea;

In his long ships, where'er he sailed.

At every time the valiant chief

With cheerful heart to the conflict came.

"We smote with swords—then did the hosts drop their shields,

AVhen the spear flew at the breasts of lieroes.

And the battle-axe liacked near Scarfia's rocks (in Norway)

;

Bloody was the buckler in battle.

Before Rafno the king was slain

;

From the heads of warriors, in streams.

Flowed the warm blood down their armour.

" We hewed with swords—on Ullar's plain (Upsal),

Loud roared the spears ere King Eistein fell

;

We traversed the fields, gleaming in gold,

To fight in the land of the prostrate foe ;

The lance pierced the painted shields.

And from the brain, through the wounded neck.

The stream flowed in the shock of helmets.

"We hacked with swords—at Indero's Isle (Drontheim),

The crows could then make an ample feast.

And Fala's wolves bad a full banquet;

Difficult it was to defend the heroes :

At the rising sun I saw the darts pierce.

And the bow shoot forth the iron arrows.

" We fought with swords—at Born Holm (in Denmark)
Stained were our shields with gore

;

There we firmly grasped our spears.

Bucklers were broken by clouds of darts,

The arrows flew from the bows of elm
;

In the carnage Volnir fell,

There was no braver king than he
;

Then the wild beast enjoyed his prey.

" We smote with swords—in Flanders' land (Belgium),

Fierce was the fight ere king Freyr fell

;

Then was Hilda highly rejoiced.

The hard blue weapons, reeking with blood,
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Western Corcabaiscinn (probablj' Kilrush, in

Clare). Donal, the son of Conor O'Brien, hav-

ing been informed of this, proceeded with all

possible despatch to them, and succeeded in taking

the greater portion of them prisoners, whom he

brought with him, bound in close chains, to Moy
Glae, in the south of Corcomroe, in order that their

sorrow and sufferings might be the greater in view

ofthe place where thev had perpetrated the crime
;

he hanged some of them, and burned others, as

their evU deeds deserved.

Cut tlicir way through the golden mail

;

The direful sword, in days of old,

Gave to the wolves a plenteous prey
;

Long did the virgin mourn that morning's slaughter.

' We hewed with swords—and I saw fall

Of our ndversaries many hundreds
Amidst their ships, at a promontory of England

;

For six days continued the contest

;

At length we vanquished our insolent foes,

At the rising sun they were subdued in battle,

And beneath our weapons Valdiofer fell.

' We hacked with swords—at Bertha-ford (Perth)

A rain of blood from our weapons ran,

Lifeless bodies became a prey to hawks
;

Tlie bow twanged, and the keen darts

Quickly pierced through the coats of mail

;

Our swords, sharp as the viper's poison.

Were smeared with gore from gashing wounds.

' We fouglit with swords—at Hadninga's harbour (Orkney Isles)

High towered our crests in fierce encounter;

Then migbt the warriors be seen,

Who with baneful weapons shattered the shields,

And clove the helmets in the clash of arms;
Delighlful to my heart was the sight,

As if I sat in state near my bloomuig bride.

' We smote with swords—in Northumbria's land

A storm of blows descended on our shields,

Till the lifeless bodies fell to the earth,

And none on that morning needed
To rouse the rueful sport of Hilda

;

Helmets were cleft by keen swords,

Deliglill'ul to me as if I had welcomed
A youtliful widow to the highest seat.

' We hewed with swords—in theSudreyan Isles (Hebrides),

Herthiof himself was forced to 6y,
And Rogvaider fell amidst the shower of arms

;

The kites were grieved for the death of their friend,

The breL--ker of helmets in the strife of swords.

Who fro:n his bow-string sliot the j^nerring darts.

' We hacked with swords— piled in heaps lay the slain

,

Glad was the falcon's kindred at the sliout of battle,

And the wolf and eagle enjoyed their prey.

In the stern shock of swords and shields

Fell valiant Marstein, Erin's king.

And the hungry crows had a feast prepared

That day at Vedra-fiord (Waterford).

' We fought wittowords—and hosts of heroes

Have I seen fall at early dawn,
SlaughtOied amidst the din of arms;
The sharp sword pierced the heart of my son ;

Egil slew Agnar, the undaunted youth
;

On Hanidi's buckler the spears resounded,

While our banners glittered in the sun.

O'Neill, i. e. John, the son of Con, son of Con,

son of Henry, gave the sons of Mac Donnell of

Scotland, i. e. of Alexander, the son of John
Cathanach, namely, James, Angus, and Sorley, a

great overthrow, in which Angus was slain, and
James wounded and taken prisoner, and he died

in a year after of the mortification of his wounds

;

his death was very much lamented, and he was a

man distinguished for hospitality, feats of arms,

liberality, conviviality, generosity, and bestowing

of gifts, and there was not his equal amongst the

" We smote with swords—the sons of Endil
Cut up for wolves a plenteous prey

.

For seven days, at Scaia's fight (isle of Sky)

;

Red were our ships with reeking gore.

As if 'tw'ere damsels carried wine
;

Amidst the din of clashing arms
Full oft were Skogul's bucklers rent.

By Skiold's warriors in that battle

** We hewed with swords—oft have I seen
The fair-haired lover of the maiden fall,

And the widows' wooer in early morn;
Ere king Aurun fell at Ila's Bay (Hebrides),
Shields were smashed ana chieftains slain

Pleasing was the sight, as when the attending maid
Hands the goblets round of warm wine.

" We hacked with swords—in early mom.
In the South, at Leinster's Isle,

With three kings in the strife of arms
;

Few with joy escaped that conflict.

And many were a booty to beasts of prey
;

The hawk and wolf tore the mangled slain,

Erin's blood was shed in streams.

And copious flowed into the deep.

" We fought with swords—and shields were riven

By strokes of weapons raised on high
;

*

Then were the spears resounding heard

On Hilda's mail of golden "-olour
;

Future ages shall admire the plain,

On Anglesey's Isle, where we met our adversary.

We strode as warriors in battle array
;

Our woimding spears, dyed in blood.

Were hurled as swift as the dragon's flight.

Near the promontory along the river.

" We smote with swords—amongst men
What youth is fairer than he advancing

Far amidst the tempest of javelins,

And falls o'erwhelmed by adverse wounds

;

And these escape not human woe

Who never seek the field of war
;

But 'tis hard to excite the coward's heart

To the strife of swords and deeds of valour.

" We hewed with swords—that I esteem

An equal contest, man to man.

When chief meets chief, nor yields in combat

—

Such was the warrior's pride in days of old ;

Ever brave in the battle's whirlwind

Should be the admirer of the fair.

" We hacked with swords—but unerring fate

Experience shows to await us all

;

And none their destiny can evade.

I ne'er Ijelieved that Ella

Would have ended my days, when I led
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Clan Donnell of Ireland or of Scotland at that

time, and his own people would not hesitate to

give his weight in gold could he be thereby

ransomed ; many others were also slain in that

battle of Glen Taisi (probably Glentask, in the

parish of Dunluce, county of Antrim), who are

not recorded.

Murrogh, the son of Donal, son of Roderick

O'Flaherty, was drowned.

O'Clery, i. e. Teige Cam, the son of Tuathal,

My conquering ships into hif» liarbonrs,

When I strewed his land with heaps of slain,

And for wild beasts made plenteous prey,

Along the bays of the Scottish shores.

" We fought with swords^—still I delight

When I think of the banquets prepared

By the father of Balder to regale the brave
;

There we shall copiously drink of ale,

Out of cups which are formed of the sculls of foes,

As we joyously enter the palace of Fiolner,

No grief is felt there by departed heroes,

No faultering words of fear shall I utter.

As I enter the joyful Halls of Odin.

" We smote with swords—ah ! soon would come
Aslauga's sons with burning brands.

And wage fierce battle against my foes.

Did they but know their father's doom.
His vitals gnawed by venomous vipers

;

I for my offspring sought a mother.
Whose blood would give them valiant hearts.

" We hewed with swords—soon sliall my crown
Devolve to my succeeding heirs

;

The adder's poison menaces life.

The viper now penetrates my heart

;

But still to my spirit the thought yields joy,

That Odiitk spear shall soon pierce Ella
;

My sons shall come with swelling rage,

And full avenge their father's fate ;

Those noble minded youths most sure

Will peace reject with utmost scorn.

" We hacked with swords—in one-and-fifty battlen

Have we raised our spears in distant lands
j

From ray earliest youth I learned the task.

To tinge my sword with hostile blood,

And no king my equal have I ever met

;

The goddesses will give me welcome

—

I resign my life without a sigh.

" Now cease our song—the goddesses come
And invite me home to the Hall of Odin

;

Happy there, on a high-raised throne,

Seated with gods, I shall quaff my ale.

The hours of my life have passed away,
And in joyous laughter shall I die."

The first verse of this composition requires some explanation
;

the dragon, serpent, or monster, mentioned as having been slain in

Gothland by Ragnar, was a fierce champion who had killed many
people in Sweden, but was slain in single combat by Ragnar, who
was covered with a kind of armour made of the skins of animals,
hence he was surnamed Lodhrog, which signifies, according to
the Latin translation, hirsvta hrticcn, or hairy trowsers ; and on
killing this fierce chief, Ragnar obtained as his bride Tliora, the
daughter of Heraudus, king of Sweden, and he became himself
king of Denmark. Ragnar in his various expeditions, according

chief historiographer to O'Donnell, a man learned

in poetry and chronicles, the sustaining prop of a

house of hospitality for learned men, strangers,

and the noble sons of literature in the neighbouring

countries, died on the 20th day of October, at a

fine advanced age, after having gained the victory

over the world and the devil, and he was interred

in the Franciscan monastery of Donegal, with

very great honour and solemnity.

to the Danish historians, made conquests amongst the Swedes,
Norwegians, Saxons, Russians, English, Irish, and Scots, and
he had by his three wives tliirteen sons, many of whom became
kings. It appears from Thorkelin's Fragments of Icelandic History,

that the sons and descendants of the renowned Ragnar were famous
warriors ; his son Biorn became king of Sweden ; another son,

named Sigurd, was king of Denmark, and a third, called Huitserk,

became king of Norway ; the famous Harold Ilarfager, or Harold
the Fair-haired, the first king of all Norway in the ninth century,

was also a descendant of Lodbrog. Sigurd, king of Denmark, son

of Ragnar, married Blea, daughter of Ella, king of Northumber-
land, by wiiom be had a son named Knut or Canute, (jorni, son of

Knut, exceeded all men in strength and stature j he became king of

Denmark, and married Tliyra, daughter of Edward the Elder, king

of England ; she was called Denmark's delight, and he had by her

two sons named Knut and Harold ; Knut excelled all men in

beauty of features and form, and lie was called Denmark's love
j

Knut and Harold often invaded England, and also came to Ireland,

and attacked Dublin, where, as hereafter shown, Kimt was .slain ; on

the death of Gorm his son, Harold, succeeded as king of Denmarli,

and was the first of his nation who was converted to the Christian

faith in the tenth century. Sueno, or Svveyn, grandson of Harold,
and Canute, son of Sweyn, kings of Denmark and Norway, also

became kings of England. Many of the descendants of Kagnar
Lodbrog, as hereafter shown, also became Danish kings of North-
umbria, and kings of the Danes of Dublin.

The Danes in JEngland.—During the ninth and tenth centuries,

the Danes and Norwegians, with great fleets and powerful forces,

frequently invaded England, ravaged the greater part of the

countiy, and plundered and burned towns, cities, abbeys, and
churches. They continued their devastations for nearly two cen-

turies, in the reigns of Egbert, Ethelwolf, Ethelbald, Ethelbert,

Alfred, Edward, Athelstan, Edmond, Edred, Edgar, Ethclred,

Edmund Ironside, and other Anglo-Saxon kings, with whom they

fought innumerable fierce and bloody battles ; and they were able

to effect settlements and conquer many parts, particularly North-
umbria and other northern territories of England, where Danish
and Norwegian kings ruled for a long period ; and they extended
their power over the greater part of Ihe north of England, in the

kingdoms of the Heptarchy, called Northumbria, Deira, Bernicia,

and Mercia. Their chief leaders, in the conquest of Northumbria,
were Hingvar, or Ivar, Hubba, and Halfdan, sons of the famous
Ragnar Lodbrog, who invaded and conquered that country, and
took it from the Saxon kings, to avenge the death of their father

by Ella, king of Northumbria, as related in the above poem. Regi-
nald, Sitric, and Niel, or Nigel, who were grandsons of Ragnar
Lodbrog, and several princes their descendants, as Godred, Aulaf,

and Sitric, became in succession knigs of the Northumbrian Danes,
and many of these Danish kings of Northumbria were likewise

kings of the Danes of Dublin, as hereafter explained. The Danes
and Norwegians called Northmen levied imn^nse contributions on

the Anglo-Saxon kings, and compelled them to pay a great annual

tax or tribute denominated Dane-geld, consisting of an immense
sum of gold and silver, amounting to more than thirty thorif^aiid

pounds a year, an enormous sum in those times, and equivalent to

twenty times the amount at the present day. In the latter end of

the tenth century, in the time of Ethelred II., commonly called



REIGN OF ELIZABETH. 463

A. D. 1566.

'DONNELL, i. e. Cal-

vach, the son of Manus,

son of Hugh Duv, son

of Hugh Roe, son of

. Niall Gan, son of Tor-

^^^ (0M' '•'Sh of the AYine, fell

^^^^:^^^^^^^:::::^:^:z^^fy^^ from his horse m the

/nuVA 1 1 i'r^ beginning of winter, on

the 26th of November,

on the open road be-

tween Bally Aghaidh-

chaoin (probably Bally-

aghan, barony ofRaphoe

in Donegal), and Tem-
plerath, in the midst of his horsemen, without a

stumble orjolt, without starting or fright, after his

return from England in that year ; that Calvach was

the Unready, who reigned from A. D. 979 to 1013, the Danes and
Xorwesians made frequent incursions, and extended their power
over tlie «rreater part of England, and levied immense tributes, of

which accounts are given bv Turner and Speed, who state that,

in A.D. 980, thev received" £10,000; in 993, £l(i,000; in the

year 1000, they got £-24,000 ; in A. D. 1006, £36,000 ; and in the

year 1010, they levied no less than £48,000. In A. D. 101 1, ac-

cording to Speed, the Danes under Thorkil attacked Canterbury,
took Alphegus, the archbishop, prisoner, and slew 900 monks
with a vast number of citizens ; and he states, that in all more
than 43,000 persons were slain in this massacre. The archbiihop

refusing to give them a ransom of £3,000, they stoned him to

death at Greenwich. In A.D. 1013, Sueno, or Sweyn, king of

Denmark, invaded England with immense forces, defeated the

Saxons, and king Ethelred being forced to fly into Xormandy,
Sweyn became king of all the Northern half of the kingdom, but

dying in England, A.D. 1014, he was succeeded by his son Knut
or Canute ; after various contests with the valiant Saxon king,

Edmond Ironside, they agreed to divide the kingdom between

them, Canute reisning in the north, and Edjnond in the south ; but

on the death of Edmond Ironside, 1017, Canute, then in the ilni
year of his age, became king of all England, and also of Denmark
and Norway ; he afterwards appointed iiis son Sweyn king of

Denmark, and another son, Horda Knut, king of Norway ; Canute
became one of the most celebrated kings in Europe in that age,

and was styled Canute the Great ; on his death, in 1035, lie was
succeeded as king of England by his son Harold Harefoot, who
died in 1039, and was succeeded by his brother Horda Knut, or

Hardicanute, king of Norway, who died m 1041, and was the last

Danish king of England ; he was succeeded by the Saxon kings

Edward the Confessor and Harold. In the year 1066, Harold
Ilardrada, king of Norway, invaded England with a large fleet

and powerful forces, for the recovery of the kingdom, but, in a
great battle at Stamford Bridge, was defeated and slain by the

Saxons under king Harold ; but in the same year the Normans of

France, who were originally Danes and Norwegians, defeated and
slew the Saxon kinf? Harold, and became masters of England
under William the Conqueror.

In Scotland, the Norwegians, in the ninth and tenth centuries,

made many settlements, and conquered the Orkney Islands and the

Hebrides, and likewise the Isle of Mann, together with the greater

part of the northern counties of Scotland: and the Norwegian

kings and larls ruled over the Isle of Mann, and the Hebrides

a lord in sense and personal figure, a warrior in bra-

very and valour, severe and fierce against his ene-

mies, mild and amicable to his friends, without ex-

tolling or boasting in the greatest goodness he per-

formed, a person who it was not supposed would

die after that manner, but rather that he would re-

venge the wrongs of his race ; his brother Hugh,
the son of Manus O'Donnell, was inaugurated his

successor.

Mary, the daughter of Manus, son of Hugh
Duv, son of Hugh Roe O'Donnell, the wife of Ma-
gennis, died on the 8tli of October.

Rose, the daughter of Maguire, i. e. of Cucho-

nacht, the Coarb, the wife of Hugh Buighe, son of

Hugh Duv (O'Donnell), died on the 22nd of July.

Maguire, i. e. John, the son of Cuchonacht, son

of Cuchonacht, son of Bryan, son of Philip, son of

Thomas Maguire, died on the 29th of September,

in the lord justice's army, after he had been expel-

down to the middle of the thirteenth century, and to the fifteenth

century, over the Orkney Islands.

The Normaiis.— The following sketch of the history of the

Normans has been collected from the Saga of Snorro, in Laing's

Heimskringla, and Johnstone's Celto-Scandinavian Antiquities,

Speed's Annals, Turner's Anglo-Saxons, Thierry's Norman Con-
quest, and various other sources. In the latter end of the ninth

century, Rolf or Rollo, a Norwegian larl, according to Snorro,

sprung from the ancient kings of Norway, having committed many
piratical depredations, was expelled from Norway by king Harold
Harfager. Hollo retired with his ships to Denmark, and after-

wards to the Orkneys and Hebrides, and was joined by many
Danish and Norwegian warriors; they attacked England, but,

unable to make any settlement there, after several^ktempts, being

o]iposed by king Alfred, they set sail for France, overran a great

part of that country, and finally Rollo, at the head of thirty

thousand Danish and Ntjrwegian warriors, compelled Charles

the Simple, king of France, to cede to them the principality of

Nenstria, which from these Nordmen, Northmen, Normands, or

Normans, got the name of Normandy. This event took place in

the beginning of the tenth century, A. D. 911 ; and Rollo received

his principality, and obtained in marriage Gisella, daughter of

king Charles of France, on condition that he and his followers

should adopt the Christian faith, with which terms the Norwegian
chief complied, and he and his people became Christians. This

valiant chief was a man of great strength and stature, and of such

a size that no horse could carry him, heuce, as he always went on

foot, he was called Rolf Gaunger, that is, Rolf the Walker. Rolf

or Rollo and his descendants, as dukes of Normandy, ruled over

that province from the tenth to the thirteenth century ; and in the

eleventh century, William, duke of Normandy, conquered England.

Many of the most eminent noble families of France were of

Norman descent ; and in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the

Normans of France, under counts \^illiam Bras-de-fer or Iron-

arm, Robert and Roger Guiscard, and other warlike leaders,

conquered a great part of Southern Italy in the ancient Apulia,

now part of the kingdom of Naples, and also Sicily ; and they and

their descendants became dukes of Apulia and Calabria, princes

of Capua and kings of Sicily, and ruled over those countries with

great glory for more than a century. In the eleventh century.

Count Bohemond, son of Robert Guiscard, the Norman conqueror

of Apulia, with his cousin Tancred, two of the most famous

warriors of the Crusades, after various victories in the East
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led from his country by O'Neill ; he was an intel-

ligent, skilful, and bountiful lord, and he would be

no dishonour to the greatest government he could

obtain, on account of the number of learned men

founded the kingdom of Anfiork, over which his descendants

ruled as princes for a long period. Durin^r the Crusades, the

Norman nobility of France and England furnished a vast number
of valiant warriors who gained trreat victories over the Saracens in

Syria ; amongst others, Richard ( 'oeur de Lion, or the Lion-hearted

King of England, was one of the most renowned warriors who led

their forces to tlie Holy Land, and by his valour won the great

battle of Ascalon, and other victories iu Palestine. The Norman
nobles of England and France likewise produced many of the most
valiant champions amongst the Knights Templars, the knights of

St. John of Jerusalem, of Malta, and of Rliodcs, famous in those

ages in the East, for tlieir defence of the Holy Land and other parts

of Christendom, against the Turks and Saracens.

The Amilo-Normiins.—-About the middle of the eleventh cen-

tury the Norman dukes of France claimed the crown of England,
and in A.D. 1066, William, duke of Normandy, a descendant of

Rollo, collected a powerful fleet consisting, according to Turner and
others, of more than a thousand sail, for the invasion of England

;

he landed witii an immense army at Pevensey in Sussex, on tlie 2dth
of September, and on Saturday, the 14th of October, fought the

great battle near Hastings^ in which the Anglo-Saxons, under
Harold their king, were totally vanquished. In this battle six

thousand of the Normans, and about sixty thousand of the Saxons,
were slain ; or, according to Speed, nearly sixty-eight thousand of

the English fell. Harold himself, the last Saxon king of England,
while valiantly fighting under bis own standard, was killed by the
shot of an arrow in the eye, wIiIgIi pierced his brain. The victory

of Hastings, w'on by the valour of the duke of Normandy, thus
transferred in one battle, and in a single day, the Anglo-Saxon
sceptre to the Normans of France, and their duke became king of

England under the title of William the Conqueror. The descen-
dants of William reigned for many centuries as kings of England

;

and even to modern times, collateral branches, imbued with some
of the Norman blood, have reigned as kings and queens of England

;

and the descendants of the old Norman nobility form many of the
most powerful families of the aristocracy of Great Britain and
Ireland to th^resent day.

Normiin architecture.—The Normans and Anglo-Normans
were equally eminent in the arts as in war, and introduced the
style denominated Norman architecture, of which there are still

many magnificent and beautiful specimens, such as ruins and
remains of castles, cathedrals, churches, abbeys, &c., in France,
England, Ireland, and Scotland.

In Ireland the descendants of the Normans of France who
conquered England, became masters of a great part of the country
in tlie latter end of the twelfth and beginning of the thirteentii

century, under Richard de Clare, earl of Pembroke, commonly
called Strongbow, and his followers, denominated Strongbow-
niaiia, and they still form many of the most powerful families of
the Anglo-Irish nobility. The principal families of the Anglo-
Normans in Ireland were the de Clares, earls of Pembroke, and
their successors the Marshalls, earls of Pembroke and lords of
Leinster ; the Fitzgeralds, earls of Desmond, earls of Kildare, and
dukes of Leinster, the de Burgos or Burkes, lords of Connaught,
earls of Ulster, earls of Clanrickard, earls of Mayo, &c. ; the
Butlers, earls of Ormond, &c. i:c. ; the de Laceys, lords of
Meath and earls of Ulster, and the de Mortimers, their suc-
cessors ; the de Coureys, earls of Ulster and barons of Kinsale

;

the de Carews, earls of Cork and barons of Idrone, in Carlow
;

the Fitzmaurices, earls of Kerry; the Graces of Kilkenny, ba-
rons of Courtstown ; the le Poers ofWaterford, earls of Tyrone
and barons of Decies ; the de Barrys of Cork, earls of Barry-
more ; the de Roches of Cork, viscount's of Fcrmoy ; the de Veseys,
lords of Kildare; tlie Fitz-Eustaces, barons of Portlester and
Baltinglas

; the de Nugeiils, barons of Delvin and earls of West-
meath ; the de Barnwalls, barons of Trimlestown ; the de Neter-

and strangers entertained byhim, and the amplitude

of his gifts and presents ; Cuchonacht, his brother,

was appointed his successor.

O'Rourke, i. e. Hugh Buighe, the son of Bryan

villes, barons of Dowth, in Meath ; the de Nangles, barons of

Navan; the de Prestons, viscounts of Gormanstown ; tlie de

Flemings, barons of Slane ; the Tyrrells, barons of Castlcknock
;

tlie Dillons, earls of Roscommon and barons of Kilkenny West, in

Westmeath ; the de Berminghams, barons of .^theory, in Galway,
and earls of Louth ; the Tuaffes, carls of Carlingford and barons

of Ballymote, in Sliijfo ; the Talbots, barons of Malahide and earls

of Shrewsbury, Waterfiird, and Wexford ; the St. Laurences, earls

of HoW'tli; the Sarstields, viscounts of Kilmallock, in Limerick,

and earls of Lucan, in Dublin ; the Plunkets, earls of Fingal,

barons of Louth and barons of Dunsaney, are of Danish descent.

There were many other families of note besides those above men-
tioned of Anglo-Norman descent in various parts of Ireland, as the

Devereuxes, Darcys, D'.Mtons, Tuites, Petits, Delamcrs, Dexeters,

Barretts, C'usacks, Cruises, Cantwells, Cogans, Nagles, Preniier-

gasts, Stantons, de Verdons, de Gernons, Fitzsimons, Fitz-Heitrys,

de Bathes, Bellows, the le Bruns or Browns, de Pepj;ards, de la

Hoyde, de Phepoes, de Husseys, Keatings, Fitzstephens, de Mont-
morencys, de Rochforts, Purcells, &c.

As hereafter shewn, Danish and Norwegian kings ruled over

Dublin and some other parts of Ireland for more than three hun-
dred years, from the ninth to the twelfth century ; and the Anglo-
Normans, the descendants of the Normans of France of Danish and
Norwegian origin, afterwards became possessed of the greater part

of Ireland; therefore it appears from the foregoing accounts that

in the nintli, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth centuries, the warlike

Danes and Norwegians, and their descendants, the vaiiant Nor-
mans of France conquered England and the greater part of Ire-

land and Scotland, a great part of France, 'part of Italy, with
Sicily, and also Antioch in Asia.

The Danes in Ireland.—The terms Lochlann, Lochlmn, Loch-
lulnn, and Crioch Locliluinn, were applied by the Irish writers

to Scandinavia or the countries comprising Denmark, Sweden,
and Norway ; the word Loclilann according to O'Brien, in his

Irish Dictionary, is derived from the Irish Loch, a lake, and the

Germano-Celtic /r/«»i, which means land ; hence the word Lochlann

signifies a Land of Lakes, a term applicable to those countries

about the Baltic, which abound in great lakes and inlets of the

sea. A Dane or Norwegian was called by the Irish Lochlanach,
signifying a Lake-lander, or person from the land of lakes ; in the

plural Lochlanaigh, or Lake-landers. According to others the

name Lochlonnach, in the plural Lochlonnaigh, was applied to the

Danes and Norwegians, and derived from Loch, a Lake, and lonn,

strong, hence signifying powerful, or strong at sea, as they always
came with great fleets. A distinction was made by the Irish

between the Danes and Norwegians, from the colour of their liair

and complexion ; the Danes, according to Duald Mac Firbis and
others, being denominated Uubh-Lochlonnaigh, signifying Black
Lake-landers, being chiefly dark-haired ; and the Norwegians
Fionn-Lochlonnaigh, or White Lake-landers, being mostly of a
fair complexion, with fair or reddish hair. Gall, according to

O'Brien, originally signifying a Gaul, was a term applied by the

Irish to various foreign nations, as the Gauls, English, Danes, kc.,

while they call themselves Gael; and the name Gaill, signifying

strangers or foreigners, was very generally applied to tlie Danes
and Norwegians by Irish writers ; and they also made the distinc-

tion between thein, designating the Danes by the term Dubh-
Ghaill, or Dark-haired Foreigners, and the Norwegians as Flonn-
Ghaill, or Fair-haired Foreigners; and hence, according to some,
was derived the name of the territory near Dublin called Fingnl,
from the Fionn-GhaiU, or Fingallians, who were Norwegians

;

but the word is sometimes given by the Irish writers Fine-Gall,
which signifies the Foreign People. The Danes and Norwegians
were likewise called by the Irish Geinte, signifyhig Gentiles or

Pagans, and the distinction was made as usual Vubh-Ghtintc, or
Dark Gentiles, meaning the Danes, and Fiotin-Ghcinte, or Fair-



REIGN OF ELIZABETH. 4G;

Ballach, was slain at Ballintogher, by the Connal-

lians, because they considered that the son of the

daughter of Manus O'Donnell, namely, Bryan

haired Gentiles, sisTiifying Norwegians. They were also often

raentioned by the name of Daniir, signifying a Danish man, in the
plural Dfinfti.ry or Dainfhlr, and latinised Dani. By various

writers the Danes and Norwegians were designated Northmen,
and Norsemen, and sometimes Normans, but incorrectly, as the

latter term was only applicable to the Normans of France, and
hence the word Northmen, as well as Normans, has been latinized

Normimni. The name Ostmen, or Eastmen, was also generally
applied to the Danes and Norwegians, and latinised Ostmanni by
various writers.

Expeditions and Foreign Alliances of tlie Irish Kings.— It

appears from the old historians, that the Irish had intercourse with
the Danes and Norwegians in very remote times, and accounts are

given of alliances between the Irish kings and those of Lochlann.
According to the ancient annalists, and the Psalter of Cashel,
quoted by Keating, O'Flaherty, and O'Halloran, Lughaidh Riabh-
dearg, raonarcli of Ireland in the first century, was married to

Dervorgal, daughter of the king of Lochlann, or Denmark; and
Tuathal Teachtmar, monarch of Ireland in the second century,

was married to Bania, daiighter of the king of Denmark and Fin-
land ; and Feilimidh Reachtmar, or Felim the Legislator, monarch
of Ireland, son of king Tuathal, was married to Ughna or Una,
daughter of the king of Denmark, by whom he had a son, Conn
Cead Cathach,or Con of the Hundred Battles, a celebrated monarch
of Ireland in the second century. Cormac Cas, king of Munster
in the third century, was married to Oriund, daughter of the king
of Denmark, by whom he had a son named Mogha Corb, who
became king of Munster, and was a famous warrior; he invaded
Denmark with a powerful force to support his maternal uncles in a
contest for the crown of that country, and after gaining some
great victories, he succeeded in placing his uncles, Osna and Airid,

on the throne of Denmark ; these were probably Frotho and Har-
old, who were kings of Denmark about that time. Saxo Gram-
maticus, and other Danish historians of the twelfth century, state

that some of the Danish kinffs invaded Ireland at a very remote
period, and these accounts are likewise given by various writers

quoted at pp. 55 to 60 in Hanmer's Chronicle, and also mentioned
by Johannes Meursius, in his History of Denmark, in which works
it is stated, that in the reign of Augustus Ciesar, a short time
before the Chi-istian era, Fridelf, or Fridelinus, king of Denmark,
came to Ireland witii his forces, and took Duldin ; hut the Danes
were soon after attacked and defeated by the king of Leinster, and
forced to fly from Ireland. Frotho III. king of Denmark, son of

Fridelin, next invaded Ireland, according to Saxo, fought battles

with two Irish kings, whom he calls Cepo, and Chcrvill, and com-
pelled them to give hiin tribute ; Conaire Crimthan, and Cairbre

Ceann-Cait, were the monarchs of Ireland in the first century,

about this period, and one of them may have been the king
mentioned by Saxo under the name of Cepo, and several of the

petty kings were named Cearbhail, or Carroll. Some of the

Irish annalists mention that Concovar Mac Nesa, the celebrated

king of Ulster in the beginning of the iirst century, defeated the

Danes who came to Ulster under the command of Daval, son of

the king of Lochlann, in a battle at Enagh Macha, a district sup-

posed to have been situated in the territory of .\rmagh or Tyrone.
Various kings of Denmark, as Fridelf I. and 1 1., and Frotho I., II.,

and III., are stated by the Danish historians to have invaded
Britain and Ireland in the first century, and likewise Frotho IV.,

in the History of Denmark by Meursius, in which is the following

passage, speaking of the conquests of king Frotho in various coun-
tries ;

" Eodem modo et Hiberniam recepit, quae jam dernio desci-

verat et Ugleto rege cieso, ac Dufiiino urbe capta, pro trilmto dene-

gato, maximum thesaurum inde reportavit."—" In like manner he
won Ireland, which he a second time ravaged ; and having slain

king Huglet, and taken the city of Dublin for refusing tribute, he

took from thence immense treasure." Saxo states that Frotho

sent with his forces two famous champions named Haco and Star-

cater, who were men of immense strength and gigantic stature.

na-Murtha, the son of Bryan, son of Owen, was
entitled to the lordship of Brefney,

Mac Carthy Riavach, i. e. Fingin, the son of

and fought several combats with tlie Irish warriors Segathus and
Suidanus ; it is difficult to ascertain who king Uglet or Huglet
was, the Irish name having been changed by the Danish writers

;

but it might have been Eogain, Ugaine, or Ugaire, ancient names
of Irish kings. It is stated in Hanmer's Chronicle, from Saxo,
that some of the troops of the celebrated Fenian warriors of Ireland,
in the third century, were partly composed of Danish champions;
and it appears that many Danish and Norwegian warriors, in the
third and fourth centuries, fought at the great battles of Gaura
and Knoc Ingin, in Meath, which have been described at pp. 207,
436, in these notes.

From the accounts of the ancient annalists and historians, it

appears that the Irish kings in the early ages made many military
expeditions into foreign countries. Ugaine Mor, or Hugony the
Great, called by O'Flaherty Hugonius Magnus, who was monarch
of Ireland about three centuries before the Christian era, and co-
temporary with Alexander the Great, is stated to have sailed with
a fieet into the Mediterranean, landed his forces in Africa, and
also attacked Sicily, and having proceeded to Gaul, was married
to Caesair, daughter of the king of the Gauls, Labradh Loino--

seach, or Lavra of the Ships, called by O'Flaherty Lauradius Na-
valis, grandson of king Hugony, having been exiled from Ireland,
attained a high military command in the armies of Gaul, and
brought to Ireland a body of Gaulish troops, consisting of 2,200
men, with whom he recovered the kingdom and became monarch

;

he located this Gaulish colony in Leinster, about the place after-

wards called Wexford, as stated at pp. 217, 219, in these notes.

Aengns, grandson of Lavra, became monarch of Ireland about 280
years before the Christian era; and according to the Book of
Reigns, quoted by O'Halloran, is said to have led his forces into

Greece, and it was considered that he was in alliance with the
Gauls, who, about that time, invaded Greece and .-Vsia Minor
with powerful forces. During the Punic wars the Irish are sup-
posed to have sent auxiliary troops to their Celtic brethren, the
Gauls, who, in alliance with the Carthaginians under Hannibal,
fought against the Roman armies in Spain and Italy. Conaire
More, or Conary the Great, and Crimthann the Heroic, both
monarchs of Ireland about the commencement of the Cliristian

era, made expeditions to Britain and Gaul, and agisted the Picts
and Britons in their wars with the Romans. At Ti.D. 9, Crim-
thann is mentioned in the Annals of the Four Masters as having
been slain at his fortress, called Dun-Crimthainn, which was at
Binn Eadair, now the Hill of Howth, after his return from one of
those expeditions, in which he brought to Ireland various spoils,

amongst other things a splendid war chariot, gilded and highly
ornamented, and goklen-hilted swords, and shields, embossed with
silver, a table studded with three hundred brilUant gems, a pair of
greyhounds coupled with a splendid silver chain, estimated to be
worth one hundred Ciimril, or three hundred cows, together with
a great quantity of other precious articles. Tacitus, in his

Life of Agricola, states, that one of the Irish princes who had been
expelled from liis own country waited on Agricola, who was then
the Roman general in Britain, and stated that the cimntry could
be subdued by one of the Roman legions, with a few auxiliaries.

This Irish prince was probably Tuathal Teaclitmar, who was about
tiiat time in Albany, or Caledonia, having been exiled from Ireland

on the death of his father, Fiacha Finnoladh, monarch of Ireland,

who had been slain during the revolt of the Firbolg tribes of Con-
nanght. Tuathal afterwards became monarch of Ireland, and the
first year of his reign is placed at A. D. 77 by the Four Masters

;

and as Agricola, with the Roman legions,carriedon the war against
the Caledonians about A. D. 75, to 80, the period coincides chronolo-

gically with the time Tuathal was in exile in North Britain, and he
might naturally be expected to apply to the Romans for aid to

recover his sovereignty as heir to the Irish monarchy. Amongst
the foreign expeditions of the Irish princes about this period, may
be mentioned that of Eogan More, or Mogha Nuadhat, a famous
king of Munster in the second century, who went to Spain and

3 o
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Donal, son of Fiiigin, son of Donal, died ; a man

who had no regard for the aiFairs of this woi-ld,

and took no thought for its wealth or substance.

married Beara, a Spanish princess, who was daughter of Ileber,

king of North Spain, in the country afterwards called Castile;

Eogan returned to Ireland with a powerful force of Spanish auxi-

liaries, and fought the great hattle of Moylena, where he was slain,

as described at p. 245 in these notes. The celebrated Red-Branch

knights of Ulster, in tlie first century, and the famous Fenian

warriors of Leinster, in the second and third centuries, are men-

tioned to have made expeditions to Britain, and as allies to the

Picts, Caledonians, and Britons, fought against the Roman legions

with great bravery ; and Cormac, the celebrated monarch of Ire-

land in the third century, made descents intoCiaul and Britain, and

assisted the natives against the Roman power. Crimthan III., a

descendant of the kings of Munster, of the race of Heber, monarch of

Ireland in the third century, is also mentioned by Keating, O'Hal-

loran, and others,as having invaded Gaul and Britain, broken through

the lioman Wall, and at the head of the Irish, Picts, and Britons,

fought against tlie Roman armies. The celebrated Carausius, a

Slenapian, who in the third century became Roman emperor in

Britain, is considered by Ussher, Ware, Camden, and other anti-

quaries, to have been an Irish chieftain, a native of Menapia,"

which was the ancient name of Wexford, as explained at p. 218

;

and he is called by the Roman writers a citizen of Menapia. He
v\as a man of extraordinary military abilities and bravery, trained

from his youth in naval expeditions, and haviug entered tlie Ro-
man army in Britain in the reign of the emperors Diocletian and

Maximian, he was appointed commander-in-chief of their fleets in

the northern seas, to bring under subjection the Franks, Saxons,

and Scandinavians, who attacked the Roman settlements in Gaul

and Britain. Carausius haviug conquered these pirates, he at-

tained such power and popularity that in A. D. 288 he assumed

the Purple, and declared himself Roman emperor in Britain, and

having defeated the forces of the emjieror Maximian in several na-

val engagements, IMaximian was forced to acknowledge him as

his associate in the empire ; but after a reign of about seven years,

Carausius was slain by Alectus, who became chief commander in

Britain. There are still extant some coins of Carausius as empe-
ror, and from the specimens of theiu given in Speed's Annals, the

head of Carausius shows strongly marked Irish features. The re-

nowned monarch Niall of the Nine Hostages made many military

expeditions inti#Gaul and Britain, in the latter end of the fourth

century, and had many conflicts with the Roman armies ; he was
slain, as before stated, in Gaul, on the banks of the Loire, and his

nephew, the heroic Dathi, the last Pagan monarch of Ireland, in

the beginning of the fifth century led his forces into Britain, broke

tlirough the wall of Severus, and fought many battles with the

Roman legions ; having carried his victorious arms through Gaul,

he was killed by lightning at the foot of the Alps. An account

has been given at p. 41o, m the notes on the Irish colonies called

Dalritdians, who settled in Albaicy or Scotland from the third to

the sixth century, and having conquered the Picts and Caledo-

nians, became kings of Scotland. Various passages from the

Roman poets refer to the invasions of Britain by the Irhh Scots,

and their contests with the Roman legions. Claudian, speaking

of the battles of the Roman general Stilico with the Britons and

Picts and the Scots of Ireland, in the latter end of the fourth

century, says,

" Totam cum Scotus lerneni,

Movit et iiifesto spuniavit reniige Tethys."

" When the Scot moved all Ireland against us, and the ocean

foamed with his hostile oars." Claudian also, when celebrating

the victories of the Roman general Theodosius against the Picts,

Britons, and Irish, in the fourth century, has the following pas-

sage :

" Maduerunt Saxone fuso Orcades,
Incaluit Pictorum sanguine 'J'hule,

Scotorum cumulostievit giacialis leme."
" The Orkney islands were moistened with the gore of slaughtered

O'Madden, i. e. Malachy Modardha, the son of

Malachy, son of Breasal, died ; he was learned in

Latin and Irish, and the most inoffensive of the

Saxons ; Thule grew warm witli the blood of the Picts, and icy

Ireland wept over tiie heaps of her Scots slain."

Foreign mvasions front the fourtJi to tlie eighth century.—An
account has been already given from p. 436 to 440, of various

invasions of the Picts, Britons, Anglo-Saxons, and Franks,

particularly in Ulster, and of many great battles fought between
those invaders and the natives from the fourth to the eighth

century. According to the Welsh Chronicles, quoted by Hanmer
at pp. U9, 101, the renowned Arthur, king of Britain, and Uther
Pendragon, with fifteen thousand warriors, invaded Ireland in '

the beginning of the si.vth century, and fought various battles with

the king of Leinster, named Giolla More ; this was Colman More,
king of Leinster, who, according to Keating, governed that pro-

vince for ;J0 years at the beginning of the sixth century. Giolla

More, in his turn, invaded Britain, it is said, with fifteen thousand

men, and fought several battles with the forces of king Arthur and
Uther Pendragon. In the latter end of the sixth ceniury, about

A. D. -58G, according to Hanmer's Chronicle (p. 134), wherein

he quotes Uowling's Annals of Ireland, Grace's Annals of Kil-

kenny, and other works, Gurmund or Gurmundus, son of tiie king

of Norway, at the head of a fleet of pirates, Danes, Norwegians,

Saxons, ^c, ravaged the coasts of Britain and Ireland, and having

overrun Leinster, he made his son, Burchard, (ZuAe q/' Ze/?w^e/",*

many other curious particulars on this subject are mentioned by
Hanmer.
Vanish Invasions in the eighth and ninth centuries.—The

Northmen who invaded Ireland were, according to the opinions of

Ussher, Ware, and others, a mixture of Danes, Norwegians, and
Swedes, with Finlanders, Frisians, Livonians, Kstlionians, Cour-
landians and Saxons, from the countries about the Baltic, and

from parts of Russia, Prussia, Germany, and Holland. The first

invasions of the Northmen occurred at the latter end of the

eighth century, when they also invaded the Orkneys, He-
brides, and other parts of Scotland, and plundered the celebrated

monastery of St. ColumkiUe at lona, and massacred the monks.
In A.D. 794, according to the Annals of Ulster, the churches of

Rachrain, now the Island of Raghlinn, off the coast of Antrim,
were burned, and horribly devastated, and reduced to desolation by
the Gentiles ; and in A. D. 797 they destroyed the monastery of

Holm Patrick, or St. Patrick's Island, near Skerries, oil" the coast

of Dublin; tliey also took jireys of cattle from the country, and

the sacred shrine of St. Dochonna was broken by them, and they

carried off great spoils along the .sea coasts of Ireland and Albany.

The Danes and Norwegians, in these notices, are called Gelnte,

that is. Gentiles or Pagans, and the same attacks are also men-
tioned at A.D. 793, in the Four Masters. It appears that the

Norwegians v\-ere the chief pirates who committed these depreda-

tions, but they were also accompanied by some Danes. In A.D.
801, according to the Annals of Ulster, lona in the Hebrides was
burned by the Gentiles or Northmen, which is mentioned by the

Four Masters at the year 797. Various other accounts of the in-

vasions of the Northmen, in the beginning of the ninth century, are

given in Keating, O'Halloran, Ware, the Four Masters, the Annals

of Ulster and of Innisfallen, from which works the following no-

tices are taken : In A D 807 the Northmen invaded West Mun-
ster, but v\ere defeated near Lough Lene, in Kerry, by Art, son of

Cathal, king of Mmister; and about the same time they also

landed in Connaught, and laid waste Inis Murray and Roscom-
mon. In these incursions they laid waste the country, and des-

troyed the abbeys and churches. In A. D. 813 they again invaded

Munster, but were defeated with great slaughter, and pursued to

their ships by Feiim, son of Crimthau, kirig of Munster. In A.D.
811 the Northmen or Gentiles, according to the Annals of Ulster,

were slaughtered in several parts of Ireland, and in 812, according
to Ware, the Danes invaded Ireland with a great fleet. In A.D.
815, according to sonic accounts, Thorgis or Turgesius, called king

of Norway, first invaded Ireland with powerful forces, and ravaged
many parts of the country; and in A.D. 819 the Gaiil or Foreign-
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chiefs of Ireland in his time, the defender of his

land and tenntory against the invasion ofneigh-

bourSj the piUar of protection of women, of the

ers, accordins to the Four Masters, laid waste Edair, now Howtli,
and carried olT captives ntany women, and they also devastated
Beg Erin in Wexford. In AD. 823, the famous monastery of
Bangor was destroyed by the Nortlmien, wlio scattered the relics

of St. Congal, carried oft' his slirine, and niassacred 900 monks ; hut
Muredach, king of Ulster, attacked and defeated them in a great
battle, in wiiich 1'200 were slain, and tlie remnant of them fled to

their ships. In A.D. 827 tlie Northmen landed at Newry, hut
were defeated in a fierce battle by Lethlohar, son of Loingseach,
prince of Dalaradia, now the county of Down, and part of Antrim

;

and the Annals of Ulster record a remarkable circumstance in the
same year, namely, the slaughter of an immense number of large

swine by these Foreigners at Ard-Cianacbta, which formed part
of the present county of Derry.

The Biitlle of Tuiltean.—Ahout A. D. 820, the tribe called

Gfdtottaghs, wdio were probably of Firbolg origin, and very nume-
rous in Leinster and Meath, leagued witii the Danes ; but Conco-
var, or Conor, then monarch of Ireland, and llurtogh, son of
Eogan, king of Ulster, collected their forces, and defeated the
Gailonaghs and their allies, in a great battle fought on the plains
of Tailtean in Meath.

Brittle of Bromconln.—-About A.D. 830 the Lagenians, under
Lorcan tlieir king, defeated the Northmen in a great battle at
Droni Coida, in Leinster. A.D. 831 the Northmen landed with
great forces at Waterford, and laid waste many parts of Munster,
Cork, Liujerick, Jirc, and also the city of Lismore, and its famous
college, abbey, and churches. In the Four Masters, at A.D. 820,
the first devastation of Armagh by the Northmen is mentioned to
have taken place.

Buttle of Verry.— According to the Four Masters, at A.D. 832,
Niall Caille, monarch of Ireland, and Murtogh, gained a great vic-

tory over th(! Foreigners at Derry, and great nunibersof them were
slain ; and in tliis and the following year, these invaders laid waste
Ferns, (ilendalough, Slaue, and many other churches, and also
Mungret, and many of the churches of Munster,

In A.D. 836 Turgesius, after having gone to Norway and Den-
mark, returned to Ireland with powerful forces, and a fleet of 120
sliips, CO of which entered the boyne, landed their troops near
Drogheda, and laid waste many parts of Jlcath ; the other 00
ships sailed up the Liffey, and landed their forces at Dublin.
With these combined Danes and Norwegians, Turgesius traversed
many parts of Ireland, ravaged and laid waste the country, plun-
dered and burned the cluirches and monasteries, and had various
conflicts witli the Irish forces. In this year is recorded a terrific

battle with the Northmen at Irivear-nn-mBarc, or the Harbour
of the ships, against the Ily Niall of Meath, from the Shannon to

the sea, in which the Foreigners were victorious.

BnttU of GliisgUann.—Malachy, king of Meath, and the La-
genians, in A.D. 830, defeated the Northmen in a great battle at
Glasgleann, in which 1700 of them were slain ; and according to
the Four Masters the Foreigners were slaughtered in the same
year at Easroe,now Ballysliannon ; and, according to Keating, they
were also defeated in a great battle at Moy Ith, near Raphoe, in

Donegal. About the same time the Northmen were defeated with
great slaughter by the people of Cianachta, and Saxolb their general
was slain. In A. D. 837, the Conacians were defeated in a great
battle by the Northmen. In A.D. 839 Armagh and its churches,
&c., were burned by the Danes.

The Northmen in Bulilin —According to the Four Masters
the Northmen first took possession of Dublin in .\.D. 830; Tur-
gesius was then their commander; and in A.D. 840 he and his
Norwegians erected a strong fortress at Dublin, on tlie hill where
Dublin Castle now stands ; they sent out their forces from thence,
and plunilered various parts of Ireland, and burned many churches
and monasteries, as those of Clonmacnoise, Clonard, Ard-braccan,
Duleek, Clonfert, Kildare, Gleirdalough, Ferns, Lismore, Emiy,
&c., and also the churches of Ulster, as Armagh, Downpatrick,
Louth, Clones, Devenish, and all the churches of Lough Erne and

poor, of the weak and destitute ; and he was suc-

ceeded by Donal, the son of John O'Madden.
Pierce Butler, the son of Edmond, lord of the

Brefney. All the churches, monasteries, and colleges of Ireland
were repeatedly ravaged during many years by these Foreigners
under Turgesius. In A.D. 840 tlie" Northmen also erected a
strong fortress at LinduachaiU , now Magheralin, near Moira, in
the county of Down. In A.D. 844 Turgesius plundered Armagh,
and expelled the primate Forannan, and all the ecclesiastics and
students, then amounting to several thousands, and the primate
was afterwards taken prisoner, and carried off in their ships to
Limerick, together with all his relics and attendants.

Bnttle of Casrni Line.—About .\. D. 844 the Northmen were
defeated by the Ultonian.s, under king Niall Caille, and 700 of
them slain at Casan Line, near Lough Neagh, and the river La-
gan, on the borders of Down and Antrim.

Battle of Cum Brummit.—In A. D. 84.5, according to the
Four JIasters, Carroll, son of Dunghall, prince of Ossory, defeated
the Foreigners of Dublin in a great battle at Carn Brammit, in

which 1200 of them were slain ; and in A.D. 840 the monarch
Slalachy defeated them in a great battle, in which 700 of them
were slain.

Battle of Sciathneachtain.—A.D. 840, the Danes and Nor-
wegians were defeated in a great battle at Sciathneachtan in Desies,
on the borders of Tipperary and Waterford, by the men of Munster,
and the Lagenians, commanded by Olchobar, king of Cashel and
bishop of Emly, and Lorcan king of Leinster, in which 1200 of the
Foreigners were slain, together with Tomar or Tomrar, tanist earl
to the king of Lochlann.

Battle of Bun Mneltidle.—In the same year the Eugenians of
Cashel defeated the Foreigners at Dun Slaeltuile, and slew 500 of
them ; and Olchobar, king of Cashel, attacked the fortress of
Cork, then in possession of the Foreigners; and about this time
tlie forces of the Northmen were defeated with great slaughter at
Hy Figinte, oh the borders of Limerick and Kerry. It has been
stated that king Olchobar himself was slain in one of these battles
in Munster, but that is a mistake, as he did not die till A.D. 800,
according to Ware and Lanigan on the Bishops of Emly.

In A. h. 840, the Northmen were defeated by Tigernach, prince
of Loch Gabhair in Meath, in a great battle at Daire Uisirt Dachon-
na, in which 240 of them were slain, or, according to the .\nnals of
Ulster, 1200.

Death of Ttirgesiiis-—This celebrated Norwegian king, who was
called by the Irish writers Tiiirghes, was, according to the Four
Masters, taken prisoner in 843, and drowned in Loch Uair, through
the miracles of God, Kiaran, and other saints. Tliis event is re-
ferred, by Ussher and others, to A.D. 848, and to 844 in the .\n-
nals of Ulster. Turgesius succeeded in establishing his power to a
great extent in Ireland for a period of about thiiti/ years, and
exercised over the natives a tremendous tyranny. He had fleets

stationed on the great lakes throughout Ireland, as Loughs Neagh,
Strangford, Foyle, Swilly, and Erne, in Ulster, Lough Corrib, in

Connaught, Lough Ree, on the Shannon, in Meath, and Lough
Dearg in Thomond ; and his forces, proceeding from their ships,

ravaged all parts of the adjacent territories. He is said to have
erected throughout Ireland a vast number of those circular earthen
ramparts or raths, commonly called forts and Danes' raths, where
he kept his troops encamped, and from which they issued out to

plunder the towns, churches, and country. It is stated by Keating
and others that he had chiefs stationed in all parts of the kingdom,
and his soldiers quartered on the inhabitants, over wiioin they ex-
ercised the greatest uisolence and oppression, plundered and con-
sumed all their property, cattle, corn, provisions. Sec, and he
imposed on every house or head of a family in Ireland a yearly tri-

bute of one ounce of gold, which if not punctually paid, iie had the
defaulter's nose slit or cut off'as a punishment, and hence this tax
was termed by the Irish Airgiod Sronn, that is. Nose Money.
They destroyed the towns, colleges, and monasteries, niassacred
many thousands of the monks and clergy, and introduced tiieir

own Pagan priests and idols; they banished or killed the Bards
and Brehons, burned their books, and destroyed the various works

3o2
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district of Clonmel, died ; he was a man who

obtained the title and inheritance of his estate

without contention or battle, a person who did not

of art. It seems surprising tliat Turgesius could for so long a pe-

riod have established his power, and maintained his authority in

the heart of the kingdom, but it appears from the many fierce bat-

tles fought, and the vast numbers slain on both sides, that during

tlie tinieof Turgesius he had powerful forces of Danes and Norwe-

gians under his command, probably not less than one hundred thou-

sand fishting men; besides, it is to he observed that the Irish

kings and chiefs never made any combined effort, or entered into a

confederacy to expel those foreigners, being continually engaged in

civil war and discord amongst themselves, and many of them also

entered into alliance with the foreign enemies ; whereas, if they

had acted in concert, they could liave easily annihilated the power

of the Northmen, for the Irish were equal in bravery, and far su-

perior in forces to those foreigners, tliough it must be admitted

that the Danish and Norwegian warriors were not easily vanquished,

for they had from the northern nations, from time to time, very

great and well-disciplined forces ; besides, it is to be remarked,

that these valiant and warlike Northmen, in the tenth and eleventh

centuries, subdued the powerful Anglo-Saxon kings of the Hep-
tarchy, and became masters of England. Turgesius sometimes

resided in his fortress at Dublin, and, according to some accounts,

also at Tara, but he had his chief fortress and residence, called

Dun Turghels, or the Fort of Turgesius, situated on a high

hill near Lough Lene and CastlepoUard, in Westmeath, within

about two miles of the Ben, or Great Hill of Fore ; the hill on

which was erected the fortress of Turgesius, forms on one side a

higli precipitous rock, so tliat his stronghold was almost inaccessi-

ble and impregnal>le ; some of the earlhen ramparts still remain,

and to this day the story of Turgesius is told in the traditions of

the people. The kings of Meath at that time had their chief resi-

dence also in Westmeath, at Dim-iia-Scinth, or the Fortress of the

Shields, on the banks of Lough Ainnin, now Lough Ennell, near

MuUingar ; and at this time Malaehy was king of Meath, a prince

of the Southern Hy Niall, who in A. D. 8411, according to Ogygia,

became monarch of Ireland. Turgesius, it is said, in the insolence

of his power, made to king Malaehy the dishonorable proposal of

demanding his daughter Melclia as a concubine ; the king, indig-

nant at the demand, resolved to rid his country of the tyrant, but

pretending to agree to the proposal, he by u well-concerted strata-

gem got introduced to Turgesius fifteen valiant and well-armed
youths, disguised as females, who made Turgesius prisoner, and
opened the gates of his fortress to the forces of Malaehy, who
massacred all the Danish guards, carried off Turgesius himself

houud in chains, and drowned him, according to the Four Masters,

and the Annals of Ulster, in a lake called Loch Uair, now sup-

posed to be Lough Hoyle, in Westmeath, or, according to others,

he was drowned in Lough .\innin, now Lough Ennell, near MuUin-
gar ; on the death of Turgesius the Irish made a general and simul-

taneous rising throughout Ireland, and massacred vast numbers of

the Northmen.
In A. D. 847, the Danish garrison of Dublin was attacked, and

t'le city plundered, by Malaehy, monarch of Ireland, and Tiger-

nach, lord of Loch Oahhair, in Meath ; and in the same year a
fleet of 140 ships of the king of the GalU, or Foreigners, meaning
Danes or Norwegians, came to Ireland, according to the Four
Masters, to attack the Foreigners who were in Ireland before

them, so that between both tiiey disturbed all Erin ; or 240 ships

came in A. D. 848, according to the Annals of Ulster. At this pe-

riod it appears that the Dubh Ghalll, or black Foreigners, that is

the Danes, came with large forces to Dublin, and made great
slaughter on the Fionn Gliiiill, or fair-haired Foreigners, that is,

the Norwegians, destroyed their fortress, and carried offmany men
captives, and great wealth ; and a second devastation is recorded
in A.D. 849, in which the Danes took the fortress of the Norwe-
gians at Linduachaill, or Magheralin, near Moira, in the county of
Down, and slaughtered a vast number of them, amouuting to

1000, according to Keating.
A.D. 850, according to the Four Masters, the Norwegians with

possess or procure one penny of the property of

the church by right of Pope or Prince ; and he

was succeeded by his son Theobald.

160 ships came to battle with the Danes at Snarah Eidhneach,

now considered to be Belfast Lough, and having fought with great

fury on both sides for three days and three niglits, the Danes were

at length victorious, and the Noi'wegians were oblijed to leave

tlieir ships in their hands. In the same year Armagh was devas-

tated by the Foreigners of Linduachaill, on the Sunday after Easter,

but soon after the Northmen were slaughtered in eastern Bregia,

or Fingnl, and also at Rath Aldain, by the people of Cianachta,

and the year following Cathmal, king of the half of Ulster, was
slain hy the Foreigners.

A. D. 853, according to WareandGiraldusCambrensis, Aulaf,Si-

tric, and Ivar, three brothers, who were Norwegian princes, came to

Ireland with a great fleet and powerful force of Northmen, and
Aulaf became king of all the Danes and Norwegians tliroiighout

the country. Aulaf took possession of Dublin, Sitricof Waterford,

and Ivar of Limerick ; it appears according to some accounts that

those chiefs came rather in a peaceable manner, and were per-

mitted by the Irish kings to form settlements for the purposes

of commerce, but Ware and others are of opinion that they took

possession of those places by force of arras. They enlarged and for-

tified those cities, and the colonies of Danes and Norwegians also

afterwards got possession of Wexford and Cork, all of which mari-

time cities they held for a period of more than three hundred
years, down to the English invasion, towards the latter end of the

twelfth century, and though the Irish kings frequently reduced

the Northmen to subjection, it appears they were not anxious alto-

gether to expel them from Ireland, but permitted their residence

on condition of their becoming triljutaries to thenf. Several of

the Danish kings of Dublin, of whom accounts are hereafter given,

were named Aulaf, and the name has been sometimes incorrectly

written Anlaf, as in the Danish it is Olaf or Aulaf, sometimes in

English made (Jlave, and latinised Olaus and Aulavus ; by the

Irish writers the name is made Aiiihlaoibh,and latinised Amlafus.

In 851, according to the Four Masters, Aulaf, son of the king of

Lochhinn, came to Ireland, and all the Foreigners in Ireland gave
him hostages, and he took tributes from the Gaels, or lri>b.

Battle of Fuchla.^Xn A.D. 854 a fierce war was carried on

between king Malaehy and the Northmen, who it appears had
some Danish allies ; and in the same year a great victory was
gained by Aodh, the son of Niall, over the Foreigners at Glen

Fochla, in the northern part of Meath, and a vast number of tbem
were slaughtered.

In A.D. 856, according to the Annals of Ulster, Ivar and Au-
laf, with the Danes of Ireland, gained a great victory in Munster

over Cathal, king of that province ; and in the same year, accord-

ing to the Four Masters, a victory was gained by Carroll, prince of

Ossory, and by Ivar, in the territory of Aradh, over the Kinel

Fiacha, who were joined by the Danes of the northern part of Ire-

land, and it is stated that the army of Carroll and Ivar amounted
to 0400 men.

Battle ofDrom Dama'njhe.— In A. D. 859, king Malaehy de-

feated the Danes of Dublin in a great battle at Drom Damaighe, in

which great numbers of them were slain ; the place signifies the

Hill of the Two Plains, and was situated in the southern [lart of

Meath. In the same year Maolguala, king of Desmond, was
stoned to death by the Danes of Cork.

In A.D. 861 Muiregan, prince of Nais or Naas, in Kildare, and
of the eastern Liffey, was slain by the Northmen ; and in the same
year Aulaf, Ivar, and Huaiisi, the three chiefs of the Danes, and

Lorcan, prince of Meath, laid waste tlie country, and in the same
year there was a great slaughter of the Foreigners atFert-na-gCao-

rach by Carroll, who cut off and carried away forty of their heads.

In A.D. 802, Aodh Finnliath, monarch of Ireland, it appears

had leagued with Aulaf, the Danish king of Dublin, in conjunction

with whom lie overran the kingdom of .Meath, then di\ided into

two principalities ; Aodh or Hugh put to death Lorcan, one of

those princes, and the other, named Concovar, was drowned in the

Boyue, at Clonard, by his accomplice, Aulaf.
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A shower offish fell in Tirconnell this year.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh, the son of Manus,

marched with a force into Tyrone, precisely in the

winter, and having committed great depredations,

he returned home safe.

O'D

A. D. 15G7.A. D. 15G7.

lonnell, i. e. Hugh, marched with a force

Battle of Lough Foi/le.—In A.D. 864, the Foreigners of

Ulster havint^ assembled all their forces at Lough Foyle, near

Derry, the monarch Hugh Finnliath collected his army and pur-

sued them ; a fierce battle was fought, in which the Foreigners

were defeated, and 1200 of them slain ; and, according to the Four
Masters, 240 heads were collected in one place in the presence of

the king. Numerous chiefs besides those were slain in that great

battle, and many of the wounded were carried into the churches

and bnptised after their wounds were healed.

In A. D. 8U5, a victory was gained by Mac Gathan over the

Danes of Dublin, in which their chief Odolb Michle was slain. It

appears that some of the Danes were converted to Christianity about

this time, as it is mentioned in the Four Masters, at A.D. 66G,

that Conmach, abbot of Clonmacnois, who was of the race of the

Foreigners, or of Danish descent, died.

Battle of Clondalkin.—.\ulaf, the Danish king of Dublin,

erected a castle or strong fortress at Cluan Dolcain or Clondalkin,

near Dublin; but in A.D. 865, it was set on fire by the Irish,

under Mac Gathan, and the son of Ciarnan, and one hundred
heads of the chiefs of the Danes were collected in that slaughter

;

soon after, Aulaf, in revenge, planned an ambuscade, in which
were slain or taken prisoners, 2000 of the Irish ; and in A.D. 867,

is recorded the death of Maolciaran, the son of Konan, the most
valiant man of eastern Ireland, and a hero terrible to the

Foreigners,

Buttle ofcm Va Dnighre.—In A.D. 866, a great and celebra-

ted battle is recorded by the Four Masters, in which Flann, prince

of Bregia, collected all the warriors of Bregia and Leinster,

together with the Foreigners of Dublin, and marched his army,
amounting to 5000 men, to Cill-ua-Daighre, in Meath, against the

monarch Hugh Finnliath,and they fought a tierce battle, in which
the monarch was victorious, and ^ast numbers of the Bregians,

Lagcnians, and their allies were slain, together with Carlus, the

son of Aulaf, king of the Danes.

In A. D. 867, Aulaf, at the head of the Northmen of Dublin,

devastated and burned .\rmagh, with its churches, iLC., and 1000
persons were either slain or taken prisoners, and he carried off

great spoils and treasures.

A.D. 869, according to Ware, the Annals of Ulster, and others,

Aulaf and Ivar, with a fleet of 200 ships, and a great force of the

Foreigners of Ireland, sailed to England to the assistance of

Hingvar, Hubba, and Ilalfdan, the Danish chiefs, sons of king
Ragiiar Lodbrog, who at that time invaded England with powerful
forces, and conquered Northumbria. .\ulafand Ivar subdued a

great part of Scotland, and returned to Dublin in .\.D. 870, with
their fleet of 200 ships, and an immense booty, together with many
captives, Anglo-Saxons, Britons, Scots, and Picts; and in the
same year, the Foreigners took the fortress of Dunseverick, in

Ulster, which had never been taken before. In A.D. 870, .\ulaf

died at Dublin, and his brother Ivar became king of the Northmen
of all Ireland and of Britain, but died in A. D. 872 ; and Ostin,

the son of Aulaf, became Danish king of Dublin. In A.D. 875,
Ostin, with a large fleet, invaded Scotland, and defeated the Scots
and Picts with great slaughter, hut was himself soon after

treacherously slain by his own countrymen ; and Godfrid or God-
frey, son of Ivar, became king of the Northmen in Dublin.

About A. D. 880, according to authorities quoted in Hanmer's
Chronicle, and also according to Buchanan, the Scots and Picts

precisely in the spring, and having crossed Lough
Foyle, proceeded to Slieve Carbatach, and he com-

pletely plundered and preyed all around him, and

returned home safe.

O'Neill, i. e. John, the son ofCon Bacach, son of

Con, son of Henry, son of Owen, having mustered a

very large force for the purpose ofmarching into Tir-

connell against O'Donnell, namely Hugh, his sis-

ter's son, the son of Manus, son of Hugh Oge, son

had various contests with the Irish and Danes of Dublin ; and
the Scots, under their king Gregory, invaded Ireland, defeated

the Irish forces near the river Bann or Boyne, marched through
Meath, and took Dublin, but by the intercession of Cormac,
then bishop of Dublin, peace was concluded between the Irish

and Scots.

According to the Four Masters and others, in A.D. 878, the

Foreigners of Dublin destroyed Duleek, and carried off many
captives ; but Barrith, a valiant hero of the Northmen, who was
their chief commander, was soon after slain and burned in Dublin,

by the miracles of God and St. Kiaran.
A. D. 883, Kildarc was laid waste by the Danes of Dublin, and

they carried off 90 men captives to their ships, together with
Suihhne, the abbot, and all the precious articles in the place.

In A.D. 885, the Danes of Dublin, under Godfrey, son of Ivar,

defeated the forces of Flaun Sionna, monarch of Ireland, in a great

battle, probably fought in Meath, in which immense numbers were
slain on both sides ; and amongst the Irish, Hngii, tlie sonof Con-
covar, king of Connaught ; and Lergus, bishop of Kildare, with
many other persons of note. About this tiiue, Godfrey was
treacherously slain by the contrivance of his brother Sitric, who
became king of the Northmen of Dublin ; and about A.D. 890, a

powerful Danish chief named Geoffrey Merle, contested the com-
mand of the Northmen, against Sitric, son of Ivar ; the city was
torn by intestine factions, and divided into two parts between
them, Sitric ruling over one, and Geoffrey ^lerle over the other. In
A.D. 892, Sitric, who had slain his brother Godfrey, was himself
killed by his own people; and his brother, Aulaf II., succeeded
as Danish king. In A.D. 885, Heremon, the son of Hugh, king
of Ulster, was slain by Eloir, a chief of the Northmen ; and in

A.D. 888, the men of North Connaught gamed a great victory over
tlie Foreigners, iu which their chief Elor, the son of Barith, was
slain.

In A.D. 890, Armagh was laid waste by the Danes of Dublin,
under their chief named Gluniarn, which signifies Ironknee; they

burned the cathedral, plundered the churches, and carried off 710
captives. In.^.D. 8!J1, Flann, prince of all Bregia, was slain at

Olbha, by the Northmen.
Battle of Tirconnell.—In A.D. 891, the Connallians, under

Atdeid, defeated the Foreigners in a great battle in Tirconnell, in

which 900 of them were slain, together with Aulaf, the Danish
king of Dublin, grandson of Ivar, and Gluntradhna, the son of

Gluniarn.

A.D. 897, the Northmen of Dublin were expelled from their

fortress in that city, by Carroll, the son of Muiregan, prince of

East Liffey, and the men of Leinster, aided by Maolfinnia, with

the men of Bregia ; and the Foreigners left a great number of their

ships behind them, and half of them being slain, the remainder of

them fled beyond the sea. In the same year, a famine prevailed

amongst the Foreigners of Dublin, who wereat Inis Mac Nechtain,

now the island called Ireland's Eye, near Howth. In A.D. 898,

the death of JIaolfinna, who was son of Flannacan, prince of

Bregia, is recorded in the Four Masters ; and his memory is

celebrated by one of the bards as one of the most famous heroes of

that age, who had defeated the Foreigners in many battles, and

was a descendant of the renowned warrior Conall Cearnach, chief

of the Red-Branch knights of Ulster.
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of Hugh Roe, and to prey and plunder the country

as he had formerly done, when O'Donnell, i. e.

Manus, was not able to defend or protect his prin-

cipality or country, through infinnity and sickness,

and the quarrels and conflicts of his own sons with

each other. The place where O'Donnell happened

to be with his few forces, along i^ith Hugh, the

son of Hugh Oge, i. e. Hugh Duv, the son of

Hugh Roe, and his relatives, was at Ard-an-

Ghaire, on the north side ofthe bay of Swilly, and

having received intelligence that O'Neill had

marched with his foi'ces to the country, he sent

messages calUng on those chiefs in his neighbour-

hood, while he himself remained in expectation of

them, but, however, they did not aU come at his

call, as it was very early in the day. Such, how-

ever, as were there along with him, unexpectedly

beheld at a distance, on the opposite side of the

Fearsad (or pass) of Swilly, a mighty force ad-

vancing towards them in troops and companies
;

they did not halt, but marched onward in battle

array, and without stopping crossed the pass, as

the tide was out at the time. O'Donnell having

perceived that, at once drew up in order and
array his small select force, and sent a troop of his

cavalry, commanded by the son of O'Donnell,

namely Hugh, the son of Hugh, to attack the front

of the enemy, in order that he himselfmight bring

his foot forces across the open plains to some secure

place where his foes could not ciiTumvent or sur-

round them. O'Donnell's horsemen having en-

gaged with the advanced cavalry of O'Neill, Niall,

the son of Donogh Cairbreach, son of Hugh Oge,

son of Hugh Roe ; Donal Ultach (Mac Dunlevy),

the son of the doctor, chief physician to O'Don-
nell; and Mac Rabhartaigh, the keeper of the

Cathach of Columkille (see note at A.D. 1497, p.

334), were slain by O'Neill's forces, but some,

however, state that it was by his own people Niall

O'Donnell fell ; on the side of the Tyronians the

son of Mac Mahon and several others were slain.

When the son of O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh, the son of

Hugh, perceived the great numbers opposed to

him, and that his lord had retired to a place of

security, he followed him, and halted there in ex-

pectation of receiving reinforcements from his peo-

ple to overtake him. He had not been long in

that great suspense when he beheld companies of

his faithful friends advancing towards him, and

was overjoyed at their arrival. Those who came

to his aid were, in the first place, Mac Sweeney of

the Districts, namely, Murrogh Mall, the son of

Owen, son of Owen ; the sons of Mac Sweeney
Fanat, Torlogh Oge, and Hugh Buighe, and Mac
Sweeney Banagh, i. e. Maolmurry, the son of

Hugli, son of Niall ; and when these forces had

come together they formed no great force, for they

did not number more than four hundred. O'Don-
nell then complained to those chiefs of his wrongs

and injuries, and said to them that it would be

better and more agreeable for him to die on the

field, rather than to sutler all the disgrace and ig-

nominious treatment exercised by the people of

Tyrone against himself, his kindred, and relations,

such as none of his ancestors had ever endured or

submitted to before, but particularly the insult and
ignominywhich they had then exercised against him,

viz. by forcibly expelling and banishing him from

his fortress. All these chiefs coincided in the senti-

ments delivered by the noble prince, and said that

the complaints and opinions he had expressed were

true, and that thev were willing to attack O'Neill

and his forces. Intrepidly bold and bravely deter-

mined was the resolution they came to, viz. to

encounter so great a hazard and danger as awaited

them, but, however, they regarded more their ho-

nour and their inheritance than they valued their

lives and bodies. With elated unanimity they

then returned back in a well-arranged small body,

and amicably united force, to attack O'Neill's

camp. When O'Neill beheld them advancing

directlj' tovvards him, he was great!}' excited in his

mind with compassion for them, and said, " I am
very much surprised and astonished that those peo-

ple should not find it easier to submit to us, and ac-

quiesce in our terms, than come before us to fight

and be forthwith annihilated." AA'hilc engaged with

those obsen'ations, the troops of Tirconnell rushed

forward with boldness and impetuosity in front of

O'Neill'sforces; that seemed to be no startling sight

to O'Neill's soldiers, for they were accoutringthem-

selves as fast as possible until they had marched up
to them ; \;hen they came in close view, fierce

and ill-favoured were the threateningand grim looks

they exchanged with each other from their piercing

eye-balls, and having raised aloud their united

war-cry, which was sufficient to put to flight un-

warlike and faint-hearted soldiers, on their rushing
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together ; they then began to strike heavily, power-

fully destroy, fell and slay one another for a consi-

derable time, until men were laid prostrate, war-

riors cut down, youths covered with wounds, and

strong iJeroes hacked in the slaughter. But, how-

evci', the TjTonians were at length defeated by
superior feats of arms, so that they were forced to

fly from the field of battle, and retreat by the same
wa)^ they had come, although it was impossible for

them to return at that time, for the sea had flowed

over the pass by which they had come in the early

part of the day, which rendered it impassable ; but

the precipitancy of the defeat, and the detennina-

tion and fierceness of their pursuers to take revenge

for their insults, enmity, and injuries, left them no

alternative but to face it. They rushed so precipi-

tately to the flowing tide, that not one took heed

for the safety of his kinsman, or near relative, al-

though it was no refuge from peril or danger for

them to flee to the dark deep ocean bay which was

before them ; that undertaking was not a warming
after cold, nor preservation after peril, for avast num-
ber of them were drowned in the deep flowing tide,

although every one was happy to fly to it as a place

of refuge, as he thought, from the enemy. Vast

numbers of O'Neill's forces perished at that place,

either slain or drowned ; the most eminent ofthese

were Bryan, the son of Henry, son ofJohn O'Neill,

and his brother; Mac Donnell the galloglass,

O'Neill's constable, and a great nvunber of the Mac
Donnells along with him ; Dudley O'Donnelly,

O'Neill's foster-brother, one he most esteemed and
valued in the world, along with many of his kindred

and a vast number of Muintir Choinne (O'Quinns)
and of Muintir Again (O'Hagans). But in short

thirteen hundred of O'Neill's forces were either

slain or drowned in that battle ; and it is stated in

other books that upwards of three thousand of

O'Neill's forces were lost on that day. As to

O'Neill, he escaped from that battle, and he would
have preferred that he had not, for his mind and
faculties were affected ever after it ; he privately

A.D. 1567.
1. John OWeill was the son of Con, who liad been created

earl of Tyrone by king Henry VIII. ; he was called by the Irish,
Sliane-an-Dloinais, or John the Proud ; and also, Shane Uongail-
eacli, from being fostered by O'Dongaileach, or Donnelly, chief of
Ballydonnelly, in Tyrone. John was a man of tine person, great
energy, abililius, and bravery, but extremely proud and .insolent

;

he carried on frequent and fierce contests' with the O' Donnells,

fled, unnoticed by any one, southward along the

river until he passed Ath Tairsi, in the neighbour-

hood of Sgariff-Sholais, by the guidance of a party

of the O'Gallaghers, who were of O'Donnell's own
clans and people, and he did not stop, but pro-

ceeded through every private uninhabited place

until he arrived in Tyrone. Few houses or resi-

dences, from Carlingibrd to the rivers Finn and
Foyle, were without copious weeping and general

lamentation ; immense and incalculable was the

booty, consisting of horses, arms and acoutrements,

left in possession of the Tirconnallians on that oc-

casion ; it was on the 8th of May that battle of

the Pass of Swilly was fought.

After O'Neill had gone to Tyrone, as we
have before stated, he took no rest or recreation,

nor did he sleep a viink until he sent despatches

inviting the sons of James, the son of iUexander,

son of John Cathanach, the sons of Mac Donnell,

from Scotland. That was the cause of shortness

of life, and of death, for him to invite the sons

of the man who had fallen by his hands on a

former occasion. They accordingly came ^vith a

large fleet, and landed at Bun-Abhann-Duine
(Cushendun bay, in Antrim), in Ulster, where
they constructed a strong camp, with numerous
entrenchments. When O'Neill received intel-

ligence of that large force having come to his

aid, without taking into consideration his former

enmity towards them, he incautiously committed
himself to the protection of that fierce and revenge-

ful clan, without pledge or security, in order that

he might avenge his^nmity and hatred against the

Tirconnallians. The reception he got from them,
after being in their company for some time, and
after they had detailed their former animosity and
injuries, was suddenly to attack him, and instantly

cleave him with their swords, so that they left him
dead on the spot. The race of Eogan, son of Niall,

much lamented the death of him who was thei-e

slain, for that O'Neill, namely, John,' was their

Concovar, as a provincial King, their Lughaidh of

O'Reillys, Maguires, Mac Mahons, Magennises, Mac Donnells,
and other chiefs whom he reduced to subjection, and called him-
self King of Ulster; he had likewise violent contentions with his
illegitimate brother Fcrdorcha O'Neill, who was created baron of
Dungannon, and is usually called Matthew by the English writers.
Jiattliew was in the English hiterest, and supported by them as
successor to Con, earl of Tyrone, against John, who was recognised
by the Irish under the laws of Tanistry, as the legitimate represen-
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the long hand in valour, their champion in chivalry

and bravery, and it was to record his death that the

following was composed

:

" Five hundred and sixty seven

And one thousand years exactly,

From the time of Christ's incarnation

To the death of Jolm, the grandson of Con."

After the death of John, Torlogh Luineach, the

son of Niall Conallach, was nominated the O'Neill.

The earl of Desmond was taken prisoner at Cill-

Mocheallog (Killmallock in the county ofLimerick),

by the lord justice, who conveyed him to Limerick,

from thence to Galway, to Athlone, and finally to

Dublin. This capture was made after the festival of

St. Patrick, and in November following his kinsman

John, the son of James, came to the English to

inquire after the earl, but he was immediately made

prisoner, and both were afterwards sentTto England.

Mac Pierce (Butler), namelj', Edmi^nd, the son

of James, son of Edmond, died ; he was a man of

general hospitality, and who kept an open house of

tative of the illustrious race of O'Neill. John lived in a style of

great magnificence and hospitality, resembling that of the ancient

kings; he kept, says Cox, two hundred tuns of wine in his cellar,

at Dundrum, but'Cox probably meant Dungannon, in Tyrone,

which was the chief seat of the O'Neills, and not Dundrum,

which is situated in the county of Down. He had a body guard

of six hundred galloglasses, and kept ready for the field a force

of four thousand foot and a thousand horse. O'Neill fought

various battles against the English forces, under the earl of Sussex,

and other deputies, gained some victories over them, and was, in

his turn, frequently" defeated ; in 1560, he marched into Meath,

and laid waste various parts of the English pale. In 1561, by

the advice of his kinsman, the earl of Kilriare, he made his

submission to the deputy, and went to England to effect a recon-

ciliation with the queen ; he was attended by his body guard of

several hundred galloglasses, consisting of picked men of great

strength and stature, armed with sw»rds and battle-axes, their

long curling locks flowing down their shoulders, their linen vests

dyed of a yellow colour with saffron, and wearing woolly cloaks

and short tunics, and thus arrayed in the military costume of

their country, they astonished the citizens as they marched

through the streets of London ; Camden says, in his Life of

Elizabeth, that the Londoners marvelled much at the strange

sight ; O'Neill was attended by Mac Sweeney, commander of his

galloglasses; Mac Caffry, his standard bearer ; O'Gallagher, his

marshal; O'Gnive, his hereditary bard, and several other officers.

O'Neill was well received by Elizabeth, and entered into a treaty

with her in presence of the ambassadors of Sweden and Savoy
;

the queen gave him, at his departure, valuable presents, and lent

him £-2500 ; for some time after his return to Ireland, he sided

with the queen's forces, attacked the Scots, and in 1564 slew,

with his own hand, their commander, James Mac Donnell, and

drove them out of Ulster. O'Neill afterwards resisted the English

rule, and ravaged their settlements ; and in 1565, according to

Cox, he resided at his mansion about six miles from Dundalk, and

having mustered his forces, attacked Dundalk, made incursions

into the Pale, and spoiled the English settlements ; he afterwards

attacked the English garrison at Derry, and many were slain on

both sides, including colonel Randolph, the governor; in the

following April, the ammunition took fire, and blew up the town
and fort of Derry, and killed twenty men. In 1566, O'Neill

attacked Armagh, and burned the town and cathedral to be

entertainment, and was learned in tongues and lan-

guages ; his son James was appointed in his place.

John Burke, the son of John, son of John of

the Teeth, the son of UUck Roe, was slain by some

common persons, and ill-disposed clown9| of the

earl of Clanrickard's people.

The son of O'Brien ofThomond, i. e. Teige, the

son of Donogh, son of Conor, son of Torlogh ; the

son of the earl of Ormond, namely, James junior,

the son of James, son of Pierce Roe, and the son

of Mac Carthy, i. e. Owen, the son of Cormac

Oge, son of Cormac, son of Teige, died this year.

Manus, the son of Edmond, son of Manus Mac
Sheehy, was slain by Mac Maurice ofKerry, namely,

Thomas, the son of Edmond, son of Thomas ; and

there was not a man of his tribe in his time more

distinguished for hospitality and feats of arms.

The bridge of Athlone was built by the lord

justice of Ireland, sir Henry Sydney, namely,

Henri Mor-na-Beorach (big Henry of the Ale).

revenged, he said, of his enemy primate Loftus, and to prevent the

English from lodging within its walls, for which archbishop

Lof'tus, according to Ware, solemnly cursed, and had sentence of

excommunication pronounced against him in Dublin. English

commissioners were sent to treat with him, but he refused

the title of earl of Tyrone, and called himself O'Neill, saying,

" that his blood and power were better than the mean title of

earl, that his ancestors were kings of Ulster, that he won the

province by the sword, and would keep it by the sword."

In 1567, the Irish chiefs of Ulster revolted against O'Neill,

and his forces were defeated by O'Donnell, as stated in these

Annals ; he was also attacked by the lord deputy, sir Henry
Sydney. O'l^iU endeavoured to form an alliance with the

Scots, and for that purpose, proceeded to Clannaboy, where

Alexander Oge Mac Donnell was encamped with six hundred

Scots ; they received him with apparent friendship, and caroused

together, but an altercation having arisen, Alexander Oge, with

Mac Gillespie and many others, furiously attacked O'Neill with

their drawn swords and hewed him to pieces, and likewise slew

almost all his attendants in revenge of the death of James Alac

Donnell, who had been slain by O'Neill, as before stated. William

Piers, an English officer and agent of the court, is stated in

Stuart's Armagh to have excited the Scots to assassinate O'Neill

;

and, according to Ware and Stuart, after O'Neill had been buried

four days. Piers raised the body, cut off his head, and carried it

pickled in a pi|)kin to Drogheda, on the 21st of June, to the lord

deputy, Sir Henry Sydney, who ordered it to be placed on a pole

on the top of Dublin Castle. " Piers," says Stuart, " received a

reward of one thousand marks for the part he had taken in stimu-

lating the Scots to this base murder." The place where O'Neill

was killed was near Cushendun, in Antrim, and he was buried in

a ruined church, where his grave is said to be still pointed out.

According to Stuart and other authorities, the war with John

O'Neill cost Elizabeth about one hundred and fifty thousand

pounds, independent of many cesses ; and in the various con-

flicts, 3500 British soldiers and great numbers of Irish auxiliaries

were slain. In February, 1569, an act of Attainder was passed

againstthe late John O'Neill, and all his extensive estates, together

with the greater part of the county of Tyrone, were confiscated

and seized by the crown, and various parts were planted with

British settlers.
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The countess of Clanrickard, namely, Margaret,

the daughter of Donogh, son of Conor, son of Tor-

logh (O'Brien), a woman of great fame among the

Irish, and the supporter of her friends and rela-

tives, died.

Mac Mahon, lord of eastern Corcobaiscin (in

Clare), i. e. Bryan Oge, the son of Bryan, son of

Torlogh, son of Teige, died, and Teige, the son of

Murrogh, son of Teige Roe, son of Torlogh, son

of Teige, succeeded in his place.

Mac Sweeney of Fanat, i. e. Donal Gomi, the

son of Donal Oge, was treacherously slain by a

party of his own people, viz., Muintir Sruithein.

Cathleen, the daughter of Maguire, i. e. of Cu-

chonacht, the wife of O'Boyle, namely, Torlogh,

the son of Niall, son of Torlogh, the best chief's

wife in Ulster, died on the 5th of Januaiy.

James, the son of Maurice, son of John, son of

the earl (of Desmond), marched with a force, at

Lammas precisely, against Fitz-Maurice of Keriy,

namely, Thomas, the son of Edmond. That James

was the leader of the Geraldines, in place of the

sons ofJames, son of John, who were imprisoned

in London for a year before that time. The coun-

try was preyed and plundered, burned and devas-

tated, with great expedition, by James and his

forces ; the greater portion of the inhabitants of

the country fled, and carried away with them all

the property they possibly could to Lie Snamha
(Lixnaw, in Keny). The forces of James were so

very numerous that he constnicted two large ex-

tensive camps on either side of the town. He sent

O'Conor Kerry, and the Clan Sheeheys, with their

predatory forces, and an adequate number of chiefs

and leaders from the main body to the east side of

the town, and he himself, along with a select party,

to accompany him, went to the western side of the

town, and Fitz-Maurice and his people were in

great difficulties between them. There happened

to be then very warm weather, and excessive

drought, as was customary at that season, .so

that the inhabitants and the cattle were obliged to

drink the brackish tide-water of the river, by reason

of their great thirst. Fitz-Maurice's constable at

that time was Edmond, the son of Giolla Duv, son

of Conor, son of Donogh, son of Donal-na-Madh-

man (Donal of the Victories), Mac Sweeney, wlio

had but a small party of galloglasses of his own

followers along with him, probably not exceeding

fifty men, who had fulfilled their period ofseriice;

but, however, tliey did not deem it honourable to

depart from Fitz-Maurice while in thatpredicament.

There happened also to be in that town John-na-

Seoltadh (John of the Sails), the son of Donal
O'Malley, with the crew of a long ship, who were
in alliance with the fleet of Fitz-Maurice, and who
had come thither to pay them a visit, freely, and
without any engagement, and he did not think it

proper to forsake him on that occasion. Fitz-

Maurice went to consult those chiefs, to know
what should be done ; they answered and said with

one accord. " The condition we are placed in is next

to death, and we shall receive no relief with the

consent of those who are opposed to us and be-

sieging us, and since you are not disposed to sub-

mit to the soil of Maurice, the son ofthe earl, what
we recommend you to do is, to try your luck and
prosperity for wealth and property this daj-, and
receive as your portion of Ireland all that which
shall be under the feet of your opponents, and let

us attack the Clan Sheeheys, as our wrath and an-

ger are greatest against them." Having determined

on that resolution, they quickly, with one accord,

made themselves ready, and Fitz-Maurice mustered
and put into battle array the small but faithful

party which was about him, and the Mac Sweenej's

were appointed to lead the attack. No estate or

principality, in their opinion, was more acceptable

to the Clan Sheeheys, and all those along with them,

than to behold them advancing towards them in

that order, for they were better pleased to have
the opportunity of conquering them at once than

remain any longer circumstanced as they were,

eating green ears of corn, and drinking cold water.

As to Fitz-Mam-ice liud his people, they did not

deviate from the direct road until they came in

contact with the Clan Sheehey, when both parties

tried with each other the strength of their sharp

spears, the force of their battle-axes, the goodness
of their swords, and the hardness of their helmets.

After having fought desperately for some time, the

brave forces of the Geraldines were defeated, and
began to retreat, and turned their backs from
maintaining the field of battle ; they were closely

pursued by the men of Fitz-Mauiice of Kerry, who
continued cutting and slaying them, so that it was
not easy to enumerate all of the Geraldines, and of

3 p
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the Clan Sheeheys that fell in that defeat ; there

was slain there O'Conor Kerry, i.e. Conor, the

son of Conor, who was, greatly lamented, and was

at that time one of the most mournful losses sus-

tained by the Clanna Rory ; he was the enlivening

spark of his race and relatives, and, though a junior,

he obtained the government of his patrimony over

his seniors ; he was the supporting prop oflearned

men, strangers, and professors of all denominations,

and was the sustaining pillar of war and conflict

against neighbouring and distant foes ; there also

fell there Edmond Oge, the son of Edmond Mac
Sheehey, high constable of the Geraldines, a man
of affluence and great wealth, distinguished for his

bounty, and for keeping a house of hospitality

;

also Murrogh Balbh, the son of ManusMac Sheehey

;

Teige Roe O'Callaghan ; the son of O'Dwyer

;

the son of the White Knight ; Faltach (Wall) of

Dun Maoilin (Dunmoylan in Limerick) ; and John,

the son of Gerald Fitzgerald, the heir of Leac

Bebhionn ; Roderick, the son of Manus Mac Shee-

hey was taken prisoner, and many others were

either slain or taken prisoners on that occasion.

A.D. 1569.

The bishop of Killaloe, i. e. Torlogh, the son of

Mahon, son of Torlogh O'Brien, died.

O'Shaughnessey, i. e. GioUa Duv, the son of

Dermod, son of William, son of John Buighe, the

supporting mound of all the English and Irish who
came to his place, died ; he was, though not learned

in the Latin or English, the most esteemed and

admired man by the English of his time; and his

son John succeeded in his place.

Slaney, the daughter of Murrogh, the son of

Teige, son of Toi'logh O'Brien, died.

Morephecach,thedaughter of Bryan, son'ofTeige,

son of Torlogh, son of Bi-yan of the Battle of

Nenagh O'Brien, the wife of O'Shaughnessey,

i. e. of Dermod, the son of William, son of John

Buighe, a woman distinguished for her personal

figure and benevolence, died.

James, the son of Maurice, son of the earl (of

Desmond), having become a warlike and turbulent

A. D. 1569.
1 . Inii CorrtJm, now Enniscorthy, in the county of Wexford, at

the fair of which town, on the 15tli of August, according to Cox,
iu his Hiliernia Anglicana, this James, son of Maurice or Fitz-
maurice, who wa.** of the family of the Fitzgeralds, earls of Des-

person this year, all the English and Irish of Mun-
ster, from the Barrow to Carn-Ui-Neid (Cape Clear,

in Cork), joined and united with him in a league

against the council of the sovereign.

The earl of Ormond, namely, Thomas, the son

of James, son of Pierce, son of James, son of Ed-

mond, being in England, his two brothers, Edmond
of the Port and Edward, joined James, the son of

Maurice, and those two sons of the earl having

gone, on Great Lady day, through the fair ofInnis

Cortha', seized an immense quantity of property,

consisting of horses, cattle, gold, silver and foreign

goods, at that fair; the earl having returned to

Ireland the same year, he made peace for his kins-

men with the state.

Sir Henry Sydney, lordjustice of Ireland, march-

ed with a great force in the harvest of this year,

against the people of Munster, after the peace and

league which they had ratified ; the direction he

took was through the south-west of Leinster, and

he did not halt until he entered the territory of Hy
Maccaille (Iraokilly, in Cork), in Munster, and

having constructed a strong camp of active forces

atBaile-na-Martra(Castlemartyr)andremainedfora

weekbesiegingthe town, the Momonians threatened

every day of that week to give battle to the lord jus-

tice and his force, which, however, they did not put

into execution. The town was at length taken by

the lord justice, and he garrisoned it on behalf of

the queen ; from thence he proceeded through

Barry's Country (barony of Barrymore, in Cork),

and Gleann Maghair (Glanmire), on his way to

Cork ; the Momonians collected from all directions,

were met there to give him battle ; but, however,

the lord justice was permitted to march onwards,

and he remained for some time at Cork ; during

that time several of the insurgents, adherents of

James, came to seek protection and pardon. The

lord justice went from thence to Limerick, and

destroyed portions of the towns of Munster, be-

tween Cork and Limerick ; Clun Duvain and

Baile-I-Bechain in Thomond (Clare), were taken

by the lord justice on that expedition, and he after-

wards proceeded to Galway ; he remained in that

mond, committed great outrages ; and he likewise, according to

Cox, hesieged Kilkenny, and robbed old Fulco Quimerford of Cal-

lan, who had been servant to the three earls of Ormond, of two
thousand pounds in money, besides plate, household stutl', corn

anil cattle.
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town for some time, to bring under subjection the

Dalcassians and Clan William (Burkes), and West

Connaught ; and on leaving Galway he took Dun
More Mic Feorais (Bermingham's Dunmore), and

also Roscommon ; he appointed a president, at the

town of Athlone, over the entire province of Con-

naught, who governed and brought undersubjection

all the country from Drobhaois (Bundrowes, in

Leitrim), to Limerick ; he was the first president

ever appointed over that country, and his name

was sir Edward Pitun (Fitton). The lord justice

returned into Fine-Ghall (the English settlements

or the Pale), and to Dublin, at the end of that

harvest, after he had victoriously brought the

country under subjection ; and no viceroy of Ire-

land, with such a force as he commanded, ever

performed so prosperous an expedition as he did

on that occasion.

A. D. 1570.

Mac Sweeney Fanat, i. e. Torlogh Oge, the son

of Torlogh, son of Maolmurry; his kinsman Hugh
Buighe Roe, and Mac Sweeney of the Districts, i.e.

Murrogh Mall, the son of Owen Oge, were treach-

erously slain at Dun-na-Long, in the presence of

O'Neill, i. e. Torlogh Luineach, by the Clan Don-

nell galloglasses ; and the fall of those three was

a great grievance to the hospitality, generosity,

strength, power, defence, and support of the north

of Ireland ; and the death of one of them, parti-

cularly, was a lamentable loss, although the other

two were also distinguished persons, namely, Mur-

rogh Mall, who was eminent above all others in

valour ; an unquenchable fire, the most illustrious

warrior of the Irish, the chief combatant of the

men of Ulster against the men of Ireland, the con-

quering champion in the peril of conflict, the pro-

tector of the treasure house, and of the precious

wealth of the Mac Sweeneys was that Murrogh
;

his brother, Owen Oge, succeeded him, and his

other brother Donal was appointed in the place

of Mac Sweeney Fanat.

Eignachan, the son of Hugh Buighe O'Don-

nell, was treacherously slain while returning from

A. D. 1570.

1. Gort Iniisi Guaire, now Gort, in the county of Galway,
signifies the field of the Island of Guaire, and was so called from
Guaire, an ancient kinp; of Connaught, in the seventh century,

who was so renowned for bis hospitality that his name passed

O'Donnell's forces, by Feardorach, the son of

O'Gallagher, and his people, aided by others of

the tribe of Donogh O'Gallagher.

Mac Namara, i. e. John, the son of Sioda, son

of Mac Con, son of Sioda, son of Teige, son of

Loghlin, lord of the eastern part of Clan Cuilein

(in Clare), died ; he was a noble majestic man,

the favourite of women and of daughters for mirth

and gaiety ; Donal Riavach, the son of Cumeadha,

son of Donogh, succeeded him.

The president of the province of Connaught (sir

Edward Fitton), issued a proclamation to the

O'Briens and the people of South Connaught, for

holding a court in the monastery of Ennis in Tho-

mond. Teige, the son of Murrogh O'Brien, was Sir-

riam (Sheriff) in the country at the time, and he was

the first sheriff ofThomond ; he laid in a supply of

provisions and spirituous liquors at the monastery

of Ennis, for the use of the president ; the presi-

dent afterwards came to the town about the fes-

tival of St. Bridget. The earl of Thomond, i. e.

Conor, the son of Donogh, son of Conor O'Brien,

was at that time in Clare, and the president on

the third day sent for him, and despatched some

of his officers and a body of his cavalry to request

the earl's attendance; it happened to be at the

same hour of the day that they and Donal, the

son of Conor O'Brien, who was also coming to

him, arrived at the castle gate, and the resolution

that the earl formed was to take Donal prisoner,

and all those that were within the chains of the

gate, and also to kill those who were outside ; the

remainder of them fled as fast as they could, and

with the full speed of their horses, to the president

at Ennis. The president departed the following day,

and was conducted from the country by Teige and

Donogh, the sons of Mun-ogh, son of Torlogh

(O'Brien), who led and directed him by the most

private, sequestered, and intricate ways ; the earl,

determined to attack, pursued them until they ar-

rived that night atGort-Innsi-Guaire.' When these

tidings reached the lord justice he became enraged

and exasperated, and he and the council came to the

resolution ofrequesting the earl ofOrmond,i.e.Tho-

into a proverb amongst the Irish, who in speaking of any one dis-

tinguished as a hospitable man, said he was as generous as Guaire
;

this Guaire was ancestor of the family of the O'Shaughnesseys,

formerly chiefs of note who possessed Gort in Galway.

3 p2
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mas, the son of James, son of Pierce Roe, in the

name ofthe queen, to chastise the earl of Thomond
for his veiy outrageous conduct, for they were near

relatives and friends of each other. The earl of

Ormond mai'ched forthwith into Thomond with his

forces, and the earl (of Thomond), accompanied

by Conor, came to hold a conference with him,

and promised he would be guided by his will and

that of the council ; he also gave his castles into

the possession of the earl of Ormond, viz., Clon-

road, great Clare, and Bunratty, and Donal

O'Brien, and the chiefs of Thomond whom the

earl had as hostages, were set at liberty, and also

those hostages belonging to the president in like

manner. The earl afterwards became sorry and

unhappy in his mind for having parted wdth his

castles, and for having delivered up his hostages,

for he had no fortress in his possession but that of

Magh O mBreacain (Ibraken in Clare), in which

he placed a strong and faithful garrison, and he

came to the resolution never to submit himself to

the laws or mercy of the council of Ireland, and

preferred to be proclaimed and outlai\ed, and

abandon his estate and patrimony, rather than

make his submission to them. He afterwards

remained privately for some time in Clan Maurice

(in Kerry), and proceeded from thence, about the

festival of St. John, to France, where he remained

for some time ; he afterwards came to England,

where he obtained mercy, pardon, and honour

from the queen of England, who gave him letters

to the council of Ireland commanding them to

honour the earl; and he returned to Ireland in the

winter of the same j'ear.

The same president (sir Edward Fitton, presi-

dent of Connaught), and the earl of Clanrickai-d,

namely Rickard, the son of Ulick of the Heads,

son of Rickard, son of Ulick of Knock Tuagh,
laid siege to Sruthra' in the summer of this year.

There were in that force along with the president a

selection of chiefs, powerful warriors, equestrian

heroes, and champions of South Connaught, from
Moy Aoi to Echtge, and from Galway to Athlone

;

there were also in the president's camp a great

2. The Battle of ShruU.—The engagement above-mentioned
was fought, according to the annalists, near Sruthra now Shrnle,
a village in the parish of Shrule, barony of Kilmaine, county of
Mayo, near Headford, on the road from Galway to Westport ; "the
river called Blackwatcr which runs through the village, separates

number of captains and their soldiers along with

them, and two or three companies of Irish mercena-

ry soldiers ; and there were also there Calvach, the

son of Torlogh, son of John Carrach, son of Mac
Donnell, with his two sons and his forces, and a

party of the tribe of Donal, the son of John, son

of Owen-na-Laithighe Mac Sweeney, namely,

Hugh, the son of Owen, son of Donal Oge, and

Donal, the son of Murrogh, son of Roderick More,

along with their select companies of gaUoglasses,

and another company of galloglasses of the Clan

Dougalls ; the ordnance and military of Galway

were also there, and an active troop of cavalry

consisting of three hundred men with their spears

and coats of mail. When Mac William Burke,

namely, John, the son of Oliver, son of John,

received intelligence of that great mustered force

which the president and the earl had about Shrule,

he was grieved at heart and much troubled in

mind at the cu-cumstance, and at once he called

to his aid the Burcaidh lochtaracha (the lower or

northern Burkes of Mayo), and the race of Myler

Burke ; the Clan Donnell galloglasses, and Mur-
rogh of the Battle-axes, the son of Teige, son of

Murrogh, son of Roderick O'Flaherty. These

having come with all they could possibly muster

together of Scots and Irish soldiers, and young
warriors, did not halt until they arrived at a hill

which was near the camp of the president and the

earl, where they considted among themselves on

the best plan to be adopted to attack and put to

flight those formidable strong forces which had

come thither to attem])t to dejirive them of their

country and estates. They, in the first place, de-

termined on converting their cavalry into foot

soldiers, whom they arranged in close and regular

order, and they bound themselves to each other

not to disperse or break that order whether they

were defeated or should conquer ; they were also

commanded, should son or kinsman of theirs

fall before them, not to mind them, but to pass

them over at once as if they were unknown ene-

mies ; and they marched in that order to meet the

other army. As to the president and the earl.

the counties of Mayo and Galway. The place mentioned under
tlie name of Moy Aoi in the text was a plain so called in Roscom-
mon, and Echtge was tlie appellation of the mountain now called

Slieve Baughta, on the borders of Galway and Clare.
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they arranged their artilleiy, their soldiers, their

halberd men, and their men in armour on foot, on

the dangerous nan'ow {Dasses by which they ex-

pected the other party would attack them, and

they placed alongside of them the Clan Sweeneys,

the Clan Donnells, the Clan Dougalls, and all the

foot forces in general, while they themselves, with

all the brave active cavalry they had, took up their

position on the other wing of the army. It was

an enterprise of difficulty, and an arduous attempt

for the warriors of West and North Connaught

to advance against that formidable position. Ne-

vertheless they marched forward, but did not pro-

ceed far \A hen they got their sides perforated, and

their bodies lacerated, by the first volley of tiery

shot discharged at them from the guns, and (of

arrows) from the well-formed flexible bows ; they,

however, took neither fear nor flight, and neither

daunted nor disordered by the wounds of

those vollies, but advanced with intrepidity

directly forward, and tried the full force of

their spears, the high temper of their swords, and

the weight of their battle-axes on the heads and

crests of their antagonists, who did not long with-

stand the attack, but gave way precipitately and

broke their ranks in the rear with an abrupt flight,

so that the powerful party who attacked them

gained the entire of the ground which they had

occupied, and continued cutting down all those

before them ; and, pursuing the flying party, they

pressed closely and hard after the defeated com-

panies for the space of two miles from the camp,

along which they cut down and slaughtered great

numbers. After Mac William Burke's forces had

passed the cavalry which had been drawn up on

one side, companies of those cavalry charged the

rear of the pursuing party, and cut down a great

number of their people, and many more would

have been destroyed were it not for the closeness

and firmness of their ranks, and the good order in

3. Cliu Moil Mac Ughainc, signifying C!iu of Mai, tlie son of

Ugaine, was a territory so called from being possessed by Mai,
the son of Uuaine More, or Htigony the Great, a monarch of Ire-

land about tliree centuries before the Christian era, and who divi-

ded Ireland into twenty-five portions amongst his sons; it appears
from the text that this territory of Cliu Mail was situated in Hy
Conaill Gabhra, which was the ancient name of the district which
now forms tiie baronies of Upper and Lower Connello, in the

county of Limerick, and some adjoining parts of Kerr}. Cinr-
raidhe Luachra, signifying Kerry of the Rashes, was tlie ancient

name of a great part of Kerry bordering on Limerick, and appears

which they had been formed in the beginning of

the day ; they however returned after having

slaughtered, defeated, and conquered their enemies.

One thing, however, which they neglected to com-
plete their victory, since they had cleared the field

of battle after defeating their enemies, was not to

have remained that night in the camp, for had they

remained, there would have been no dispute about
the fiime and renown of having gained a complete
victory. As to the president and the earl of Clan-

rickard, and the Clan of Donal Mac Sweeney, who
had not given way to their opponents on that day,

they remained with some of their soldiers in the

camp that night ; they were afterwards engaged in

recognising and burying their relatives and friends,

and relieving their wounded over the field of bat-

tle. On the side of the English a great loss was
sustained by the death of Patrick Cusack, and
there were also slain on the same side Calvach,

the son of Torlogh, son of John Carrach (Mac
Donnell), and many others whose names are not

recorded. Oi. the other side fell ^^' alter, the son

of John, son of Myler Burke, who was generally

called Cluas-le-Doininn (or an Ear to the Storm)

;

also Randal, the son of Mac Donnell of the gallo-

glasses ; the two sons of John Eireanach, two con-

stables of the Clan Donnells of Scotland, and an

immense number both of the Irish and Scots of

the Clan Donnells, Mac Sweeneys, and of the ad-

herents of the Bui-kes, were also slain there. The
northern forces who conquered all before them, but

who did not, however, keep possession of the field,

were persuaded that they had gained the battle,

while the lords who remained that night in the

camp were of opinion that they were entitled to

the fiame of having obtained the victory.

The earl of Ormond, namely, Thomas, the son

of James, son of Pierce Roe, marched with a force

in the harvest of this year westward across the

Suir to Cliu-Mail-Mac-Ughaine,^ in Hy Conaill

to have comprised the baronies of Iraghticonnor or O'Connor's
country, Clanmaurice, Trughenackmy, Corkaguiney, and Magoni-
Iiy, and the name is still retained in that part of it called Slieve

Logher mountains, in the barony of Trughenackmy. Learahain is

the river Lein or Lane, which tlows out of Lough Lein, one of the
Lakes of Killarney, and falls into the bay of Castlemaine, there-

fore Dun Loich, now Dunlogh or Dunloe, was some castle situa-

ted near that river ; the province of Conrai Mac Daire, or Conry,
the son of Daire, was a name applied to one of the ancient

provinces or divisions of Munster.
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Gabhra, and to Ciarraidhe Luachra, and did not

halt until he took and demolished Dunloich (Dun-

loe or Dunlogh, at the Mac G illycuddy Reeks),

above Leamhain, in the south of the province of

Conry Mac Daire ; he took hostages and much

booty on that expedition, and returned back by

the same rout without battle or opposition, and

the reason was that the sons of the earl of Des-

mond were imprisoned in London, and James

Fitzmaurice (or the son of Maurice), was alone of

his tribe opposed to the English and the Geral-

dines, and the entire country was in opposition to

him ; and another cause why the earl got no op-

position was, that he was aided by the queen's

forces on that expedition.

A. D. 1571.

Mac Namara, i. e. Teige, the son of Cumeadha,

son of Cumara, son of John, the supporter of his

own people and friends, and the spoiler and de-

vastator of his enemies, died, and his son John

succeeded in his place.

Cusack,' i. e. Thomas, the son of John, presi-

dent of the council of the English in Ireland, and

who had been three times viceroy of Ireland,

died.

Mac Gorman, i. e. Malachy, the son of Thomas,

son of Malachy Duv, the supporter of the poor

and of houses of hospitality, died.

James Mac Maurice took Kilmallock,^ not so

much from a desire of obtaining its wealth and

great treasures, although its riches were immense,

but because it had always been the place of ren-

dezvous and rallying point of the English and

Geraldines against James. The inhabitants, who
had gone to sleep happily and soundly in the

early part of the night, were roused from their

slumbers before sunrise the foUowing mornine:.

A. D. 1571.

1. Sir Thomas Crisnck of Cuaington and Lisnmllen in Meath,
was lord justice of Ireland, and also Master of the Rolls and lord
chancellor, in the reigns of Henry VIII., Edward, and Mary,

2. Kilmallodi, in Irish Cill Moeeallog, and so called from St.

Moceallog, who founded a monastery there in the seventh century,
is an ancient town in the county of Limerick, which was strongly
fortified with earthen ramparts, and surrounded with a stone wall
of great strength, and had four lofty gate-way towers ; it was one
of the principal strongholds of the Fitzgeralds, earls of Desmond,
and of the English, in the county of Limerick, and, as above re-
lated, taken by surprise by James Mao Maurice, or Fitz-Maurice,

by a very fierce attack made by the warlike troops

of the Mac Sweeneys and Mac Sheehys, who were

in the service of James Mac Maurice. They pro-

ceeded to divide among themselves the gold, sil-

ver, various riches and precious articles, which the

father would not have acknowledged to his heir,

or the mother to her daughter on the day before
;

they were engaged for three days and nights in

carrying away every kind of treasure and precious

goods, including cups and ornamented goblets,

upon their horses and beasts of burden, to the

woods and forests of Aharlow, and sent some of

them privately to their friends and wives. Afi;er

having destroj'ed and demolished its stone and

wooden buildings, they set fire to the town and

raised a dense dark cloud of thick smoke over it,

so that Kilmallock became the receptacle and

abode of wolves, in addition to all the misfortunes

which had befallen it before that time.

A Saxon pi-esident was appointed over the two

provinces of Munster in the spring of this year,

whose name was sir John Perrott ; he had with

him a large fleet of ships and vessels, and also

commanders and captains ; and all the leaders,

nobility, lords and chiefs of the country at once

joined him. The common soldiers, insurgents,

mercenaries, and retained troops of the country

joined James (Mac Maurice), although of all his

fortresses he had then only Caislean-na-Mainge

(Castlemaine in Kerry). The president com-

manded the men of Munster to come to him with

all their forces, bringing at the same time their

own provisions to besiege Castlemaine about the fol-

lowing festival of St. John ; they accordingly did

so, and laid siege to the castle from the festival of

St. John to the middle of harvest, but they effected

nothing, and did not take the castle that year.

The president then marched to Cork and permitted

the men of Munster to return to their homes.

as he was commonly called, a nohleman of the family of the Fitz-

geralds, earls of Desmond ; on taking the town Fitz-Maurice is stat-

ed to have slain the sovereign and several of the principal English
inhabitants, in order to prevent its occupation by the lord deputy.
The town was partly restored soon after by the encouragement of
the lord deputy sir Ilenry Sydney. Kilmallock, as a strong mili-

tary station of the English, is connected with various other re-

markable events in the reign of Elizabeth, and there are still

remaining some extensive ruins of the walls, castles, churches, &c.,

which show the ancient greatness and importance of this place,

sometimes designated the Irish Balbec.
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About the festival of St. Patrick in this year sir

Edward Fitton, president of the province of Con-
naught, proclaimed a court to be held for eighteen

days' time in the monastery of Ennis, to correct

and bring under subjection the Dalcassians and
the people of South Connaught. The president

proceeded thither with a well disciplined force of

cavalry and well armed soldiers, for he remem-
bered the dangerous position in which he had been
placed by the Dalcassians the preceding year,

and he employed himself for the space of those

eighteen days before mentioned, in establishing

laws and regulations, and suppressing crimes and

lawlessness. The earl ofThomond, namely, Conor,

the son of Donogh O'Brien, sun-endered to the pre-

sident his estate and lordship as a reparation for the

lawless acts which had been formerly perpetrated

against him, and having of his towns in his posses-

sion only Ibracken at that time, he also delivered

that territory to him, so that the Plain, Bunratty,

great Clare, and Clonroad, were in possession of

the president on his leaving the country ; he also

received hostages from all the chiefs of Thomond,

which he took to Athlone, and it was no easy

matter to enumerate the hundreds of cows that

were given to him from Thomond during the two

years he i-emained president over them.

John, the son of Giolla Duv, son of Dermod,

who had been the O'Shaughnessey since the death

of his father till this year, was deprived of the title

and of Gort by his fathers brother, namely, Der-

mod Riavach, the son of Dermod, for he was en-

titled to it by right of seniority.

A.D. I5T2.

The archbishop of Tuam, i.e. Christopher Boid-

icin (Bodkin) died, and was interred in Galway.

The bishop of Kilfenora, i. e. John Oge, the son

of John, son of Auliif O'Niallain, a preacher of

the word of God, died, and was interred at Kil-

fenora.

Margaret, the daughter of Conor, son of Tor-
logh, son of Teige O'Brien, a woman full of hos-

pitality, integrity, wisdom, piety, purity, and
chastity, died.

The lord of Decies, i. e. Maurice, the son of

Gerald, son of John, son of Gerald, son of James,

son of Gerald, son of the earl (of Desmond), died,

and his brother James was appointed liis successor.

John (Burke), the son of Thomas, son of Rick-
ard Oge, son of Ulick Roe, son of Ulick of the

Wine, was drowned in the i-iver Suck.
Henry O'Craidhen (O'Crean), a wealthy affluent

merchant of North Connaught, died.

Owen Roe, the son of Fergal, son of Donal Roe
Mac Ward ; Maurice Ballach,the son of Perigrine,

son of Dermod O'Clery ; and Mac Ui Mhoirin,

were hanged by the earl of Thomond, namely,
Conor, the son of Donogh; the Maurice and
Owen before mentioned were learned in history

and poetiy, and that treacherous act was the cause

of satire and maledictions to the earl.

John, the son of Colla, son of Donal, son of

Owen Mac Donnell, died.

The president of the province of Connaught,
Sir Edward Fitton, proclaimed a court to be held

about the festival of St. Patrick, at Galway, of all

those who were under the queen's authority, from
Limerick to Sligo. At that citation came the earl

of Clanrickard, and his sons Ulick and John, with

the chiefs of their people ; the tribe of Rickard

Oge Burke ; Mac WiUiam lochtair, namely, John
Burke, the son of Oliver, son of John, together

with the Burkes, and the Dalcassians and their

retinue. After having joined the president at

Galway, the two sons of the earl of Clanrickard,

Ulick and John, heard some private rumour, on
account of which they dreaded the president, and
privately fled from the town ; when the president

was informed of that, he took the chiefs of Clan-

rickard and imprisoned them in the town, and
having arrested the earl, their father, he took him
with him to Athlone, and from thence to Dubhn,
where he left the earl, and he himself returned back
to Athlone. When the earl's sons received intel-

ligence of that affair, they called upon the retained

soldiers and mercenarv forces of the neighbouring

districts to come to them without delay ; that call

was promptly attended to by the Mac Sweeneys

of Upper and Lower Connaught, and by the Mac
Donnells, the galloglasses, with many hundreds of

Scots along wdth them. Before these were able

to assemble at one place, the president took his

troops and soldiers with him to Galway, and
having brought the ordnance and forces of Gal-
way along with him, he proceeded to Achaidh-na-
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nlubhar,' viz. : the town of the sons of Donal

O'Flaherty, and it was Murrogh ofthe Battle-axes,

the son of Teige O'Flaherty, that induced him to

go on that expedition. Having left two of the

tribe of Donal O'Flaherty about the castle, the

president afterwards half demolished and took the

castle, and left all that remained of it in the posses-

sion of Murrogh of the Battle-axes O'Flaherty;

the presidentafterwards returned to Galway, through

Clanrickard and Hy Maine, without opposition or

battle, and arrived at Athlone. After the foremen-

tioned force had collected from all quarters to the

earl's sons, they and Mac William Burke, namely,

John, the son of Oliver, bound themselves to co-

operate with each other, and the first thing they

did after that was to commence demolishing the

white-walled towers, and the strong castles of

Clanrickard, so that they destroyed the castles of

the country from the Shannon to Burren (in Clare)

excepting a few. After that they plundered the

country between the rivers Suck and Shannon,

and the woody districts, and all those who were in

alliance or league with the English, as far as the

gates of Athlone. The direction they afterwards

took was on the right hand along the Shannon

eastward, directly to Slieve Baghna-na-dTuath

(Slieve Bane mountains, in Roscommon), and

having proceeded over the ferry of Annaly, they

burned Athleague (now Lanesborough, partly in

Longford and pai'tly in Roscommon), and continued

to burn, devastate, plunder and spoil every town

before them, until they went as far as West Meath

;

ofthose towns wasMullingar, and from thence they

went to the gates of Athlone, and burned all the

town from the bridge outwards. From thence

they proceeded on the other side to Delvin of Mac
Coghlan, (in the King's county), from whence

they returned back to Siol Anmcha (in Galway),

and they did not leave a chief of a district from

Eachtge to Droos (from the borders of Galway and

Clare to Bundrowes, in Leitrim), but they com-

pelled to join them in their warfare on that expe-

dition. They demolished the walls of the toAvn of

Athenry, its stone houses and castle, and dilapi-

A. D. 1572.
Augliamire, in Irish Aeliaiilb-na-nlubhar, signifying the field of

the jewB, and so called from the number of old yew trees formerly
there, was the chief fortress of the O'Flahertys, lords of VCest Con-

dated the town, so that it was not an easy matter

to rebuild it for a long time after. They went a se-

cond time into West Connaught, despite of the

people of Galway, and the English soldiers whom
the president had left to aid in guarding the town,

and slew the captain of those Saxon soldiers at

the western gate of the town. It was in despite of

the O'Flahertys that they had gone on those two

occasions to the country, and they had no way to

pass to and from it but through Ath-Tire-Hoilein

alone, and on each occasion they committed im-

mense depredations and plunders on MuiTogh

O'Flaherty. The earl's sons were thus engaged

from the end of spring to the middle of harvest,

plundering the merchants and every thing they

could belonging to the English, and also to the

Irish. The resolution the council of Dublin and

the nobles of the English finally came to was, to

set the earl at liberty in peace and amity, over his

territory and lands, that he might pacify his sons
;

and he having returned to his country in the har-

vest of this year, pacified his sons, who disbanded

their soldiers after having paid them their stipend

and wages. James Mac Maurice, the son of the

earl (of Desmond), was along with the sons of the

earl of Clanrickard on those expeditions, waiting

for the purjDose ofbringing the Scots with him into

the country of the Geraldines, and it is inapossible

to relate all that James encountered of perils and

great dangers, of want of food, and sleep, and

with only a few forces and adherents, from the

English and Irish of the two provinces of Munster

during that year.

The president (Sir John Perrott), of the two pro-

vinces of Munster, laid siege to Castlemaine in the

summer of this year, and he had with him the

forces of the two provinces of Munster, both of

the English and Irish, and of the large towns, with

their ordnance, powder, and lead. The troops of

the entire race of Eogan More (the Mac Carthys,

and other chiefs of Desmond), were in that camp,

and there were also there Fitzmaurice of Kerry,

namely, Thomas, the son of Edmond ; the Barrys,

and the Roches. The entire of those forces be-

naught, or Connemara, and situated near Oughterard, at Lough
Corrib, in Galway, where some remains are still to be seen of tliis

old castle, which was of immense strength and great antiquity.
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sieged the castle for the space of three months,

and they at length took it, through the want of

provisions, and not indeed for want of defence;

and it was for the purpose of bringing the Scots to

relieve the castle that James Mac Maurice had been

VII. Dnn'ish Wars in the tenth century.—In the preceding

article an account has been given of tlie Danes, Norwegians,

and Normans, and of the Danish invasions and battles in the

eighth and ninth centuries; and in this article is continued,

from page 4G9, an account of the Danish wars in the tenth

century. As stated at p. 469, Aulaf II. became Danish king

of Dublin, A.D. 892, and was slain shortly after, in a great

battle with the men of Ulster in Tirconnell ; and A. D. 897 the

Northmen were expelled from Dublin by the Irish princes and

chiefs of Leinster and Meath, but about A. D. 900, the Northmen
a^ain returned to Dublin with a large fleet and powerful forces,

and fought a battle with the Lagenians, in which they were de-

feated with great slaughter.

A.D. 900 tlie Danes had a fleet on Lough Swilly, and they took

the celebrated fortress of Ailcach in Donegal, the ancient residence

of the Kings of Ulster for many ages.

About A. D. 903, according to the Saga of Snorro, as given in

Johnstone's Celto-Scandinavian Antiquities, Thorgils and Frotho,

sons of Harold Harfager, or Harold the Fair-haired, the famous
king of Norway, with a powerful fleet attacked the coasts of Scot-

land and Ireland, and coming to Dt/Jiinni or Y>ah]m, took that city,

where Frotlio was ])ut to death by poison, and Thorgils became
king of the Northmen of Dublin, over whom he ruled for some years,

but w'as at length slain by the Irish. About A. D. 907, according

to the Saga, Aulafthe Fair, a descendant ofHarold Harfager and son

of Halfdan king of Upland in Sweden, a famous pirate king, came
to Ireland, took the city of Dublin, and became ruler of the North-
men, butfell in battle with tlie Irish, therefore, according to thisae-

count, he was Aulaf III. About the same time Eyvinder, another

Swedish prince, came to Ireland and married a daughter of Kiarval

an Irish king (probalily Carroll, who was at that time king of

Leinster), and had by her a son named Helge, who was brought up
in Ireland and became a famous warrior. About A. D. 905 or

907, according to the British Chronicle quoted by Hanmer, p. 176,
the Danes came to Ireland with great forces, hiid waste a great

part of the country, and slew Cormac andKyrval, Irish kings, but

Keating considers that this account is confounded with the battle

of Bealach-Mn£rhna in Leinster, fought about this time between
the monarch Flann Sionna and Cormac Mac Cuilionain, archbishop

of Cashel and king of Munster, in which Cormac, and also Carroll,

king of Leinster, were slain ; but it is probable there might have
been Danish auxiliaries in that battle.

A. D. 910 the Northmen came with a great fleet, according to

the Four Masters, and landed at Port Lairge or Waterford, and,

according to the Annals of Ulster, the place is called Loch-da-
Caechj which was the ancient name of the Bay of Waterford. Ac-
cording to Ware and the Annals of Ulster, Baridh or Barredo, the

son of Octir, and Ragnal or Reginald, the son of Ivar, became
about A. D. 910, rulers of the Northmen in Dublin, but having
contended for the supremacy, they fought A. D. 913 a fierce naval
battle at the Isle of Maim, in which the forces of Barredo were
totally defeated, and himself slain, and Reginald became Danish
king of Dublin. In A. D. 913 and 914, the Northmen are men-
tioned in the Four Masters as having come twice to Waterford
with a great fleet, and laid waste a great part of Leinster and
Jlunster. A. D. 914, according to ^Vare and others, a great Da-
nish fleet arrived in Dublin under the command of Godfrey Mac
Ivar, who attacked the city with great fury, took, and put the gar-

rison to the sword. This fleet probably came from Northumbria,
a.s Godfrey, grandson of Ivar, was then the Norwegian king of

Northumbria. A. D. 916 the Danes of Dublin invaded Wales, and
devastated the Island of Anglesey and other parts.

Battles of Cinnfiinith and Tobur Gletruch.—A. D. 915 the

Danes of Dublin plundered and burned the famous monastery of

Kildare ; and in the same year, according to the Four Masters, or

along with the sons of the earl (of Clanrickard), as

before stated.

A great mortality prevailed this year among men
and cattle.

A. D. 916, according to the Annals of Ulster, Sitric, the grandson
of Ivar, with his fleet, was taken at Ceannfuaith, in the east of
Leinster, which was the name of a promontory apparently on the
coast of Wicklow or Dublin, where tlie Danes had a fortress ; Re-
ginald, grandson of Ivar, came with another fleet of Foreigners to

tbe bay of Waterford, but they were slaughtered by the men of
Munster. The forces of the northern and southern Hy Niall were
led by Niall Glundubh, monarch of Ireland, and having joined the
men of Munster to attack the Foreigners, iie encamped at Tobar
Gletrach, in Magh Femhin, near Clonmel in Tipperary, on the
22nd of August, and the Foreigners came to that place on the same
day. The Irish forces attacked ihem at three o'clock in the after-

noon, and a fierce battle was fought, in which the Danes were
defeated, and on both sides IIUO men, together with many chiefs,

were slain. Fresh battalions rushed from the fortress of the
Foreigners to the aid of their people, and the Irish pursued them
to the fortress where Reginald, khig of the Dubli Ghalls or Danes,
was with his forces, and king Niall having attacked them,
many of his men were wounded ; Niall after that remained twenty
nights to the rere of the Fortress against the foreigners. In the
same year Sitric, the grandson of Ivar, at the head of the Danish
forces, fought a battle at Ceann Fuaitli above mentioned, against
the Lagenians, whom he defeated, and 600 of them were slain, to-

gether with Ugaire, king of Lein.ster, and many chiefs, amongst
others Maolmora, son of Muiregan, prince of East Liffey ; Mu-
gron, lord of the Three Comans,&c.; and Maolmacdhog, archbishop
of Leinster, and abbot of Glen Uissenn, a man celebrated for his

wisdom and learning. In A. D. 916 Oitir and Reginald, lords of
the Danes of Waterford, invaded Albany or Scotland, and fought
a great battle with the Scots, who were aided by the Saxons, and
commanded by Constantine, king of Scotland ; the Danish forces
in four great bodies commanded by Godfrey, grandson of Ivar,

Reginald, Oitir, and Gragaban, after a fierce battle were defeated
with great slaughter, and Oitir with many other chiefs were slain.

In this year the Danes of Dublin devastated Kildare, Leighlin,
and other churches of Leinster, and slew many of the monks and
clergy.

Battle of Dublin.—In A. D. 917, according to the Four Mas-
ters, the Danes of Dublin, and of other parts of Ireland, having
collected their forces under the command of Ivar and Sitric Gale,
or Sitric the valiant, fought on the 17th of October a great battle

with the Irish, near Dublin, in which theygained the victory, and
Niall Glundubh, monarch of Ireland, together with a vast number
of his forces were slain. King Niall was joined by the princes and
chiefs of Meath, Ulster, and Connaught, and as there were great
forces collected, and the battle long contested with great bravery,
it is considered there were five or six thousand men slain on both
sides. There fell on the side of the Irish, together with their king
Niall, and a vast number of common soldiers, Conor O'Melaghlin,
prince of Tara, and heir apparent to the throne of Ireland ; Ceal-
lach, son of Fogartach, prince of South Bregia ; Hugh, son of

Eochagan, king of Ulidia ; Maolcraoibhe O'Duibhsionach, prince

of Orgiall ; Maolcraoibhe, prince of Tortan, and many other
chiefs. Several curious verses on this battle are quoted from the
Bards by the Four Masters, in which it is mentioned that it was
fought on a Wednesday, and that that direful day was long mourn-
ful to the Irish. This great battle was fought at the northern side

of Dublin, near the sea shore, probably between Dublin and Clon-
tarf. The following passages have been literally translated from
the verses on this battle quoted by the Four JIasters, which have
also been translated into Latin by Dr. O'Conor.

" Mournful was that day, that direful Wednesday,
When fell the hosts under the feet of the shield bearers,

In the Battle of Dublin, for ever detestable.

Where by wicked men fell the illustrious Niall.

3 Q
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Shrove Sunday, and the festival of St. Bridget

(the 1st of February), fell on the same day this

" And Concovar, the hero of noble deeds,

Hugh, the munificent son of Eathach of Ulidia,

Maolmithy, the noble leader of battalions.

With numbers of brave soldiers and valiant warriors.

" The sons of kings and of queens

Did that mournl'ul fight of Dublin destroy,

Guarded were the captives and led in chains,

Miserably dragged along after the army.

" There was none to mourn them on the sea shore,

Lamentable was that Wednesday, a direful day ;

Woeful this day, as a sepulchre is Erin,

For the victory gained by the Bed King of the Danes.

" The heavens are seen without a sun.

For the plains of Hy-Niall have lost Niall
;

There is now no equal strength of warriors,

No peace or joy for the armies.

" No pleasing intercourse of man with man,

Since the lamented chief has fallen
;

Mournful is that, O yellow plain of Bregia,

Thou delightful region of prosperity.

" The king of heroes is separated from thee,

And long shall be remembered in song,

Niall the warriitr who gave many wounds
;

Vanished are ihe champions of after times."

It is stated that Niall recited the following verse as a war-song

the day before the battle :

" He who wishes to see the various-coloured banners,

And the swords of the hosts of heroes.

And the green spears of direful wounds.

Let him repair to Ath Cliath at early morn."

This Niall Glundiibh, monarch of Ireland, was a valiant warrior,

and head of the Northern Ily-Nial! of the race of Eogan, and

from him the princes of Tir Eogain or Tyrone took the name of

O'Neill.

Battle of Kianaght.—In A. D. 918, Donogh, monarch of Ire-

land, successor of Niall (ilundubh, collected his forces and fought

a great battle at Ciannaclita in Bregia, in Meath, at a place called

'I'igh Alic Eochaidh, or Mic Nechtain, against the Danes of Dublin,

in which a vast number of the Foreigners were slain ; and in that

battle it is stated the Irish were avenged for the defeat of Dublin,

for the Four Masters say there fell as many nobles of the North-
men as had been slain of the chiefs of the Irish at the Battle of

Dublin. Many of the Irish chiefs were also slain at Ciannachta,

amongstothers Murtogh, son of Tiarnan, prince or heir presumptive
of Brefney. In this year the stone church of Kells in Meath was
demolished by the Danes, and many persons martyred.

In .V.D.919 the Danes of Dublin, under Godfrey, the grandsonof
Ivar, settled in Dublin, and Armagh was laid waste by his forces

on the Saturday before the festival of St. Martin, but he spared
the churches, the Culdees, and the sick; he devastated the coun-
try as far as Inis Labhradh, in the east, as far as the river Bann,
and to the north as far as Magh Uillsen, but the Ultonians under
Murtogh, prince of Ulster, son of king Niall Glundubh, defeated
the Foreigners, and slew a vast number of them, and the remnant
escaped through the darkness of the night. In the same year
Olbho, a chief of the Danes, had a fleet of forty ships on Lough
Foyle, and plundered Inisowen ; Fergal, prince of Fochla, attacked
them, killed tlie crew of one vessel, which he destroyed, and car-
ried off its spoils and treasures. The Danes, with another fleet of

20 ships, came to Ceaiin Maghair, a cape in the east of Tirconnell,

year ; the Annunciation happened after Easter,

and the Ascension in Spring, which was considered

by all persons to be extraordinary.

under the command of Uathmaran, the son of Barith. In tliis

year the Danes plundered Ferns of St. Moeg, in Wexford, and
various other churches in Leinster. In A.D. 920 the Danes of

Limerick, commanded by the son of Ailgi, came with a fleet on the

Shannon as far as Athlone and Lough Ree, laid waste and plini-

dered Clonmacnois, and alt the islands of the lake, and carried off

immense spoils of gold, silver, and precious articles In the same
year the Danes laid waste tlie islands of Fothurt, and slew I'iOO of

the Irish, and Abel, a scribe, was martyred by them. In A. D.
9-21, according to Ware, Reginald, son of Ivar, king of the North-

men, died at Dublin, and was succeeded by the above mentioned

Godfrey, wlio plundered Armagh; this is Godfrey II., Danisii

king of L)ublin, and he was also king over the Danes of Northum-
berland, as hereafter shown. In X. D. Q'2'1 the Danes had a large

fleet on Lough Erne, and laid waste the islands and peninsulas of

the lake and the country on all sides, and they remained on the

lake until the summer following. In the same year the Danes
had a fleet on Lough Cuan, now Strangford Lougli, in the county

of Down, and they slew Maolduin, heir presumptive to the king-

dom of Ulster; the Four Masters record in the same year that

1200 of the Danes of Lough Cuan were drowned in Lough Ruidh-
re, probably Lough Ree on the Shannon. At this time contentions

arose between the Danes of Dublin and of Limerick, and Godfrey

led his forces from Dublin, but an immense number of them were

slain by the Danes of Limerick, under the son of Ailgi. In the

same year C'olla, the son of Barith, lord of the Danes of Limerick,

came with a fleet to Lough liee, and plundered the country. A.D.
924 the Danes of Lough Cuan took the fortress of Dunseverick

near the Giant's Causeway, and great numbers were slain and
many made prisoners.

Battle of Cluan Cruiinther.—In A. D. 924 the Danes of Dub-
lin and Ulster were defeated on Thursday, the 28th of December,
in a great battle at the bridge of Cluan Cruimther, by the Ulto-

nians under Murtogh Mac Neill, prince of .\ileach, in which 800
of them were slain, together with Albdann or Halfdan, the son of

Godfrey ; Aufer ; Roilt or Rolf, and other chiefs. In the same
year the Foreigners were defeated at the Bay of Belfast, by Mur-
togh Mac Neill, who cut off the heads of 200 of them. About the

same time it is mentioned that another force of the Danes, who
were stationed at Ath Cruithue, or the Ford of tlie Picts in Ulster,

were nearly cut oft' by famine, till Godfrey, lord of the Danes of

Dublin, came to their relief.

A. D. 925 Sitric II., grandson of Ivar, lord of the Duhb Ghaill

and Fionn Ghaill, that is, of the Danes and Norwegians of Dublin,

died, and Godfrey, with his Danish forces, left Dublin and went
beyond the sea, but returned in six months, and in the same year

it is stated that the Danes of Linn Duachaill, that is, of Magher-
alinn, in the county of Down, left Ireland. In A.D. 92fi, Kildare

was laid waste by the Danes of Waterford, under the son of God-
frey, and he carried off many captives and great spoils. In A. D.
927 Loch Oirbsen, now Lough Corrib in Galway, was taken pos-

session of by the Danes of Limerick, who with a great fleet plun-

dered the adjoining country, and in the same year Kildare was laid

waste by Godfrey on the festiial of .M. Bridget. In A. D. 928
Godfrey, grandson of Ivar, with the Danes of Dublin, took and
plundered the abbey of Ferns, and slew one thousand people. The
Danes of Lough Corrib were slaughtered by the Conacians, and in

the same year the Danes, commanded by Torolbh, took possession

of Lough Neagh, and fixed their cainp at Kubha Wena. Accolb,

larl of the Danes, witli a great multitude of his men, were slain in

Leinster by the people of Ily Kinsellagh. A. D. 929 the Danes
of Limerick were defeated at Lough Ree. Godfrey went to Ossory

to e.xpel the grandson of Ivar. About this time Faolan, king of

Leinster, and his son Lorean, were taken prisoners by the Danes
of Dublin. A. D. 930 Torolb, an earl of the Danes, was defeated

and slain by Murtogh Mac Neill and the men of Dalaradia.

Battles of Mucknoe and of Lonyh Neagh.—In A. D. 931,

Conang, the son of king Niall Glundubh, having entered into an
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Mac Ailiu, i.e. Gillespy, the son of Gillespy, the

most humane of the Gael in Scotland, died.

Magrath, i. e. AViUiam, the son of Aengus, the

chief professor of the Dalcassians in poetry, a man

alliance with the Danes of Ulster, defeated the Ultonians in a prcat
battle at Ruba, near Lough Xeagh, in vvliich upwards of 1000 of
them were slain. In the same year Armag:h was laid waste about
the festival of St. Martin, by Aulaf, the son of Godfrey, and the
Danes of Strangford Lough, and the Danes also took possession of
Lough Erne, and plundered and laid waste the country and
churches as far asLochGamhnaor Lough Gawna, on the borders of
Cavan and Longford. Mathadan, prince of Ulidia, having joined
the Danes under Aulaf, son of (Jodfrey, they laid waste and plun-
dered the province of Ulster as far as Slieve Beatha to the nest,
and Mucnamha to the east, that is, Slieve Beagha moun-
tain and Mucknoe, both in the county of Jlonaghan, but they were
pursued by Murtogh Mac iV'eill, prince of Aileach, who gained a
great victory over them, and carried off 200 of their heads, toge-
ther with many captives and great booty ; and it is stated in the
Annals of Ulster that 1200 of the Danes and their allies were
slain.

The Danes of Waterford and LimericTt.—In the ninth and
tenth centuries the Danes and Norwegians are mentioned in the
Annals of the Four Masters, Innisfallen, and Ulster, as having
freijuently arrived with great fleets and powerful forces at Loch-
da-Cbaocli in Desies, now the Bay of Waterford, and foughtmany
fierce battles with the Irish in various parts of Munster, of whicli

accounts have been given in the preceding parts of these articles,

from the years SOO to 900. The Danes and Norwegians held the
cities of Waterford and Limerick, and likewise Cork and Wex-
ford, as well as Dublin, from the ninth century down to the
English inva.>ion, towards the latter end of the twelfth century,
and were ruled over by their own lords and chiefs, sometimes called
kings and larls. In A. D. 8.53, as before stated, Sitric, a Norwe-
gian chief, planted a colony of Northmen in Waterford, and be-
came their king. This place was called by the Irish Port La'irge,

but the Danes and Norwegians gave it the name Vedra-Fiurd,
which, according to some, signified the Port or Harbour of the
Father, being so called in honour of Odin, their god and father, or,

according to Johnstone, the name was deri\ ed from the Danish
Vedr, a storm, and Fiord, a harliour, hence signifying the Port or

Harbour of storms ; and from Vedra-Fiord came the English
name Waterford. Several kings of the Northmen of M'aterford
are mentioned in the Irish Annals and by Ware. In A. D. 893 i

Patrick, son of Ivar, king of the Northmen of Waterford, was
slain. In A. D. 914 the Northmen landed at Waterford, but were
defeated with great slaughter by the prince of Idrone. In 915
the Danes of Waterford plundered and burned the famous abbey
and city of Lismore, marched into Mcath, and laid waste the

country. From the year 915 to 930, Reginald, son of Ivar, Si-

tric and Oittir, are frequently mentioned as lords of the Northmen
in Waterford. In A. D. 1000, Ivar, the Danish king of Water-
ford, died, and was succeeded by his son Reginald, who in A. D.
1003 erected the strong stone fortress called Heginald's Tower,
which is still standing, and known by the name of Ring Tower

;

Reginald died in 1020, and was succeeded by bis brother Sitric,

who iu 1023 was killed by the people of Ossory ; and in A. D.
1036 Reginald is mentioned as his successor, and he was slain at
Dublin by Sitric, Danish king of that city. In A. D. 1038 Com-
nianus, son of Raban, king of the Danes of Waterford, was slain,

and the city was burned by Dermod Mac Maol-na-mBo, king of
Leinster, and in the same year the Danes of Dublin marched to

Waterford, which they plundered and burned. In A. D. 1089 the
Danes of Dublin, Waterford, Wexford, and Wicklow, with their

combined forces, marched to attack Cork, but were defeated by
the Irish with great slaughter. An account of the battles of the

Danes of Cork, Waterford, and Wexford, with the English under
Strongbow and his followers, is hereafter given.

In Limerick, the Northmen, as before stated, settled, in A. D.
853, a colony under Ivar, brother of Sitric, the Danish king

j

eminently learned in arts and skilled in husbandry^

died.

Donogh Riavach, the son ofTeigeO'Kelly, died.

A Saxon eiu-1, namely, the earl of Essex, came

of Waterford, and Aulaf, another of these Norwegian princes, who
was brother of Ivar and Sitric, settled a colony in Dublin. The
Northmen for more than two hundred years ruled over Limerick,
and many of their lords and leaders are mentioned in the course of
these articles, in the accounts of the various battles. From about
A. D. 900 to950Tomar, and other Jarls of the Danes of Limerick,
are frequently mentioned. From A. D. 920 to about A. D. 930,
Keating, O'Halloran, and others, mention Tomar, lord of the Danes
of Limerick, as having a fleet on the Shannon, and plundering the

adjoining parts of Munster and Connaught, and proceeding as far

as Athlone and Lough Ree in Meath, plundering the abbeys and
churches, as Clonmacnois, Clonfert, &c., and carrying off great
spoilsof gold, silver, and precious articles ; and Keating mentions
that the Danes of Limerick were defeated about this time by the
people of Connaught, and many of their forces slaughtered, toge-
ther with Harold, son of Ivar, lord of the Danes of Limerick. In
A. D. 931, according to the Four Masters, a chief of the Danes of
Limerick, who was called Aulaf Genu Carracb, defeated the chiefs

of Hy Maine in Galway, with great slaughter ; and in A. D. 932
the Danes of Limerick devastated Connaught as far as Moylurg
in Roscommon ; and in A. D. 934 Aulaf Ceann Carracb again
ravaged the country, and came from Lough Erne across Brefney,
and as far as Lough Ree on the Shannon, and laid waste the
country on Christmas night, and he remained for the space of
seven months spoiling and plundering Magh Aoi in Roscommon,
and other parts of Connaught. In A. D. 935 Aulaf, the son of
Godfrey, lord of the Danes of Dublin, came with his forces to

Lough Ree, and carried off captive Aulaf Ceann Carracb, and the
Danes who were with him, and destroyed their ships. In a sub-
sequent part of this article an account is given of various battles

fought with the Danes of Limerick, Waterford, and Cork, and
great victories gained over them by the celebrated Ceallachan,
king of Cashel, and Brian Born.

In A. D. 932 Godfrey II., Danish king of Dublin, died; he is

called in the Annals of Ulster the most cruel king of the North-
men ; he was succeeded by his son Aulaf, who was Aulaf IV. In
A. D, 934 Clonmacnois was devastated l)y the Danes of Dublin,
and again in the same year plundered hy Ceallachan, king of
Cashel, and in the same year Donogh, monarch of Ireland, at-

tacked the Danes of Dublin and burned the city, and in A. D. 93.5

the Danes of Dublin, under Aulaf, left their fortress and went to

England, but Aulaf returned to Dublin in 936 with fresh forces,

as hereafter mentioned.

The Battle of Brunnnburgh.—An account of the Danes and
Norwegians who conquered Northumbria, and other parts of Eng-
land, in the ninth century, is given in Speed's Annals, and Turner's

Anglo-Saxons, and in the article on Northumberland in the Penny
Cyclopedia. In A.D. 867 Hingvar or Ivar, Hubha, and Halfdan,
men of incredible strength, says Speed, and who were sons of the
famous Ragnar Lodbrog, king of Denmark, of whom an account
has been given at p. 460 to 462, invaded England with a great

fleet and powerful forces of Danes and Norwegians, and having
slain in battle at York, Osbert and Ella, the Saxon kings of Nor-
thumbria, together with an immense number of the Anglo-Saxons,
they became masters of the country. The ancient kingdom of

Northumbria, in the time of the Heptarchy, according to Speed
and others, contained the provinces of Beira and Bernicia, and
comprised the territories which now form the counties of Nor-
thumberland, Cumberland, AVestmoreland, Yorkshire, Lanca-
shire, and Durham. Hingvar and Hubba also conquered parts of
Mercia in the ])resent county of Nottingham ; their extensive pos-
sessions in the north of England were termed the Danelagh, and
Halfdan became their first king, and divided these great territo-

ries amongst his followers. On the death of Halfdan, A. D 883,
Godred, or, according to others, Gormo, succeeded as king, and
after him Eric, who about A. D. 902 was slain in battle by the

3q2
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in the harvest of this year to preside over the pro-

vince of Ulster, and went to reside at Carrickfergiis

and in Clannaboy. Bryan, the son of Felim

Saxon king Edward the Elder. Soon after another invasion of the

Jfortlimen tooli place under Reginald, Sitric, and Nipl or Nigel,

the two latter being sons of Hingvar or Ivar ; they defeated tlie

Northumbrians and Scots, and seized the kingdom of Northunibria.

Nigel was killed by his brother Sitric, wiio became very powerful,
and married the sister of Athelstan, king of England ; and this

Sitric also became Danish king of Dublin, and his death is recorded
at .\.D. i)-2a in the Four Masters. On the death of Sitric, his

son Godcfrid or Godfrey succeeded, but was defeated and expelled

from Northunibria by Atlielstan ; this Godfrey became Danish
king of Dul)lin as before mentioned, and on his death A. D. 932,
was succeeded by his son Aulaf, as Danish king of Dublin ; he is

called in the Saga O/nfr liiiudi, or Auhaf the Red, and stated to

have been born in Ireland ; he was a warrior of great strengtli and
valour, and married a daughter of Constantine, king of Scotland

;

he ruled not only over Duldin, but extended his power over the
Orkneys, the Hebrides, and Isle of Mann, and was styled king of
Ireland and tlie Isles. Aulaf determined to make an attempt to

recover the kingdom of Northumliria, collected all the Danish
forces he could in Ireland, and was joined by a great number of
Irish kerns as auxiliaries ; lie sailed ifrom Dublin with all his ships,

and having collected many other vessels from the Scottish isles,

he entered the Humber in Northumberland with a miglity fleet,

consisting of no less than 615 ships, according to Turner and
others, .\ulaf was joined in Nortlmmbria by all the Danes and
Norwegians in England, and liy many of the Britisli princes of
Wales and Cumbria, and likewise by the Scots under his father-
in-law, king Constantine. .'Vthelstan, king of England, mustered
a powerful army of the Anglo-Saxons, commanded by himself in

person, his brother Edmond, and many famous champions. An
account of the various celebrated chiefs who fought at lirunan-
burgh, is given by Turner, and in the Icelandic Saga, and amongst
others is mentioned a famous Norwegian warrior named Thorolf,
who fought on the side of .\thelstan ; he was a man of immense
strengtli and gigantic stature, and his spear is thus described in

the Saga :—He held in his hand a sp^ar, tlie iron head of which
was two culiits in length (more tlian tliree feet), terminated in a
four-sided sharp point flattened on both sides ; tlie shank which
entered the liandle was long and tliick,and the shaft, to the lengtli

of a ciiliit above the shank, was of great tliickness and covered
witli iron ; the shaft or handle was ten feet long, making tlie en-
tire spear about fourteen feet in length, and lliis formidable wea-
pon was called Briiithuarar, that is, the Piercer of Coats of Mail.
Aulaf the day before the liattle made the exceeding bold experi-
ment of entering tlie camp of Athelstan, disguised as a harper, and
played before the king in the royal tent ; he laid a plan of sur-
prising the English cainp that night, and would have succeeded
had not the intention been accidentally discovered soon after his
departure, in consequence of his having been seen, when be-
yond the precincts of the camp, indignantly throwing away the
gold he had received from king .\thelstiin, for his musical per-
formance, and this circumstance having led to the discovery, the
English were guarded against a surprise. Both armies encountered
at a place called BriDirin-Burijh, signifying the Town of the To^in-
tains in Northunibria, and fought one of the most tremendous bat-
tles recorded in those ages. Milton in his History of Britain calls
it "the bloodiest fight that ever this Island saw." After a furious
and long contested conflict, and the mo»t heroic valour displayed
by the champions on both -sides, Aulaf and his allies were at length
vanquished with prodigious slaughter, and he fled to his ships in
the Humber with a small remnant of his forces ; five kings and
twelve earls are recorded to have fallen on the side of Aulaf, and
king Constantine narrowly escaped with his life, and fled with a
few followers to Scotland. There were at least one hundred thou-
sand men engaged in that battle, and on both sides there were not
less tlian fifty thousand slain. There is a difference of cbronoloey
as to the time of this battle ; Turner and Thierry place it in the
year 934, but it was fought A. D. 937, according to various other

Bacach O'Neill, of Codhnach, ruled over Trian

Congail and Clannaboy at that time, and many
depredations and conllicts took place between

authorities. This battle is mentioned in the Annals of Ulster at
.\. D. !)3(i, in which it is stated, that a terrible, lamentable, and
horrible war was fiercely carried on between the Saxons and
Northmen, in which unnumbered thousands of the Northmen fell,

and king Aulaf with a few escaped ; and on the other side an im-
mense multitude of the Saxons were slain, but king Athelstan
gained a great victory. There is an ancient poem on the battle of

Brunanburgh in the Saxon chronicle, and a version of it in Danish
and Latin, is given in Johnstone's Celto-Scandinavian Antiquities,

from which it has been literally translated as follows :

—

" Athelstan the king, of earth the lord,

The giver of collars to the brave,
And his brotlier Edmond Etheling,
A lasting glory won in battle

By the edges of swords at Brunanburgh.

" The wall of shields they cleaved.

And hewed the warriors' banners
;

As for the sons of Edward, to them
It was natural from their ancestors.

Often in the field against every foe.

To defend their land, their treasure, and homes.

" Pursuing, they destroyed the Scottish people (the Irish

and Scots),

And their fleet of ships while the slaughtered fell

;

The field resounded with the strife of warriors,

From the rising of the sun in morning hour.

Till the noble creature hastened to her setting,

Tlie greatest star rejoicing above the earth,

Tlie candle of God, the Eternal Lord.

" There lay many mighty chiefs,

The strong Nortlinien were cut down.
Pierced with darts over their shields.

And the Scots were weary of the red battle.

" The race of the M^estem Saxons
In chosen bands, laid prostrate

Their Iiated foes throughout the long day.

Nor did the Mercians fear the strife of arms,

" Then was there no safety for the warriors

AVho came with Aulaf across the sea.

And o'er the ocean's bosom sought the land,

To mingle their might in this fatal conflict.

" On the field of battle pierced with wounds,
Fell five kings, commanders of heroes,

With seven of Aulaf 's valiant earls.

And of the Scottish seamen, a countless number.

" There the dreaded leader of the Northmen
Was put to flight, and few his followers

;

The mournful king wept as lie returned

O'er the deep waves witli the remnant of his warriors.

" Constantine of the North amongst his kinsmen
Did not exult at the shock of battle.

For there his friends and kindred fell,

O'erwhelmed in the strife of fierce contest.

" There did he leave his valiant son,

Mangled with wounds on the field of .slaughter,

Nor could the yellow-haired race, dauntless in war.
Glory in the fortune of that day's fight.
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Biyan and the earl, until the following festival of

St. Patrick.

Murrogh, the son of Dennod, son of Mun-ogli

" Neither could Aulaf, the brave in battle,

And old in war, or his survivina: heroes,

Boast that they who commanded there

Had victory won on that fatal field.

" The fierce blows and piercing of weapons,

And the councils of their cliiefs tl:ey rue by turns,

And they long lamented they had dared to contend

On the field of war w ith the sons of Edward.

" The mournful remnant of the Northmen
Fled in their ships o'er the sounding sea,

With Aulaf their kin? in sorrow.

And o'er the deep ocean returned to Dyflin (Dublin).

"Then did the two valiant brothers,

Athelstan the king, and Etheling,

Return to the land of the West Saxons,

And left behind the bewailers of battle.

" On the field the black ravens feed.

With pointed beaks on the carcasses of foes,

The croaking toad, and hungry eagle.

The kite, and wild wolf of the woods.

" Never had there been in this island

A greater slaughter, or more men destroyed.

Before this time by the edges of swords,

As recorded m the books of the old sages ;

" Since the Angles and Saxons came from the East

Over the broad waves and conquered the Britons,

The mighty artificers of war,

The earls excelling in valour,

Subdued the people and obtained the land."

In A. D. 936 after the return of Aulaf, and the remnant of his

forces to Dublin, from the battle of Brunanburgh, they again com-

menced their depredations, and laid waste Kilcullen in Kildare,

and carried off, according to the Four Masters, one thousand cap-

tives, but suon after Donogh, monarch of Ireland, in conjunction

with Murtogh Mac Neill, assembled their forces and attacked the

Danes of Dublin, and afterwards spoiled and laid waste all their

possessions from Dublin to Ath-Trustan, or the Ford of Trustan,

which was situated on the river Greese near .\thy, in Kildare. In

A. D. 937 or 939, the Danes took the fortress of Aileach, the cele-

brated residence of the kings of Ulster, and having made Murtogh
Mac Neill pi-ince of Aileach, prisoner, they carried him oil* to their

ships on Lough Swilly, but he soon after made his escape from

them, to the great joy of the Irish. In the same year the Danes
under Aulaf, son of Godfrey, left Dublin, through the miracles of

God and St. Mactalius, who was an ancient bishop of Kilcullen in

the sixth century, and was a patron saint of Dublin. In A. D.

938 Blacar, ?on of Godfrey, and brother of Aulaf, came to Dublin,

and was king over the Danes there until A. D. 943, when he was
driven from Dulilin by his brother Aulaf, who returned from Eng-
land, but Aulaf dying soon after, was asain succeeded by Blacar.

In A. D. 937 Ceallachan, king of Cashel, with the men of Munster
and Danish auxiliaries frotu Waterfonl, plundered Meath and car-

ried ofi" great spoils and many captives. In A. D. 93S Harold,

grandson of Ivar, and son of Sitric, lord of the Danes of Limerick,

was defeated and slain in Connaught, by the chiefs of Aidhne in

Gaiwav.
Battle of Moy Cisl—\n A. D. 939 the Danes of Dublin were

defeated by the men of Offaley, commanded by Amergin their

prince, and!)y the people of Kinel Fiachain Westmeath, in a great

battle at Magh Cisi, in which 1000 of the Foreigners with many
of their chiefs were slain. In A. D. 940, according to the Annals

O'Brien, was slain by Ulick Burke, the son of

Rickard, son of Ulick of the Heads, aided by

O'Shaughnessey, namely, Dermod Riavach, the

of Ulster, Downpatrick was devastated by the Danes, which

was avenged by God and St. Patrick, as other Foreigners came
from beyond the sea, and expelled them, and their commander the

son of Reginald, was soon after slain. In the same year Blacar

and the Danes of Dublin plundered Clonmacnois, Kildare, and

other churclies.

Tlie Battle of Ardee.—The Danes of Dublin, under Blacar

their king, fought a great battle with the Irish of Ulster, com-

manded by Muircheartach Mac Neill, in which, after great slaugh-

ter onbotii sides, the Ultonians were defeated, and Muircheartach

himself was slain. This battle was fought, according to the Four

Masters, in A. D. 941, but according to the Annals of Ulster,

A. D. 943, which is considered the correct chronology, and the

day of the battle was Sunday the 4th of March. The place men-
tioned as the scene of this battle, according to the Annals of Ul-

ster, was Glassliathain near Clan Cain of the men of Ross, now
Clonkeen, a few miles north of .Vrdee, in the county of Louth,

towards Carrickmacross, on the borders of Jlonaghan. Some
verses to the following effect from one of the bards, are quoted on

the death of Muircheartach, by the Four blasters :

" From hence vengeance and death shall prevail

Against the race of Conn for ever,

Since the lamented Slurkertach has fallen,

The Gael henceforth shall continue orphans."

ThU Muriertach Mac Neill was so called being son of the valiant

king Niall Glundubli, who, as already stated, was slain at A. D.

917, in a great battle with the Danes of Dublin. Murkertach or

Murtogh Mac Neill, was Righ-Damhna or heir apparent to the

throne of Ireland ; he resided at the ancient palace of Aileach in

Donegal, and was generally styled prince of Aileach. The heroic

Murkertach was distinguished for military abilities, and one of the

most renowned warriors Ireland has produced ; he was designated

Muircertach-na-gCochall-gcroicenn, signifying Murtogh of the

leathern Cloaks or Jackets, from his having invented a particular

kind of leathern coverings for his soldiers, which partly served as

armour. He kept up a battaUon of those warriors perfectly dis-

ciplined, and at the head of twelve hundred of them, he, in A. D.

941, set out from his fortress of Aileach, made a circuitof Ireland,

and compelled all the provincial kings and princes to do him

homage and deliver hostages as Boy-Datnna or heir apparent to

the tlirone, bemg the successor elect of Donogh, the then reigning

monarch. During his tour Murkertach marched to Dublin, and

took with him as a hostage Sitric, a Danish lord of great note,

who is called by the Irish writers Sitric-na-Sead, that is, Sitric

the Wealthy, and was son of Sitric, the former Danish king of

Dublin. Murkertach proceeded to Leinster and took with him as

an hostage Lorcan, king of that provmce ; from thence he marched

to Munster, made Ceallachan, king of Cashel, prisoner, put a fet-

ter on him, and conveyed him away; proceeding thence to Con-

naught, Concovar, the son of Teige,king of that province, came to

him, and having made his submission no fetter was put on him.

With all these captive princes Murkertach returned to Aileach,

and they were for nine months feasting there, and he then sent

those hostages to the monarch Donogh, who then reigned at Tara.

Murkertach, as mentioned in the previous part of this article,

fought manv fierce battles with the Danish forces during a period

of more than twenty years, and gained many great victories over

them ; and he is designated by the Four Masters as the " Hector

of Western Europe."' The character of this renowned warrior,

equally distinguished for his valour and patriotism, is thus elo-

quently drawn in the Dissertations of Charles O'Conor:—"His
character lies entombed in the history of a people hardly inquired

after in our time. He had as great a genius for war as any man
that this island has perhaps ever produced. The endowments of

his heart were still greater; of all enemies he was the most

generous, of all commanders the most affable. Elevated, bene-
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son of Dermod, son ofWilliam, son ofJohn Buighe,

and it was by the hand of O'Shaughnessey he was

slain ; Gort was taken from O'Shaughnessey by

John Burke, in revenge ofthe death of his brother.

volent, and captivating, he was unhappily taken off at a time when
Iiis cliaracter put him in possession of a power wliieli prohably

wouUI have relieved his country from hondasie." Cormacan Eigeas,

or Cormacan the Learned, who was chief poet of the north of Ire-

land, and the particular friend and follower of Mnircertaeh, and
who died A. D. 948, and is mentioned in O'Reilly's Irish Writers,

at A. D. 941, composed a poem on the tour of Muircertach, which
is preserved in the Leabhar Gabhala, or Book of Invasions of tlie

O'Clerys, an excellent copy of which is in the library of Sir Wil-
liam lietham,who has kindly lent it to the translator of theseAnnals
for the purpose of making extracts. The poem commences thus :

" A IVIhuircheartaig'h niheic Neill nair,

Ro ghabhais giallu Innsi Fail,"

"O Miirkertach, son of valiant Niall,

Thou hast taken the hostages of Inis Fail."

Faolan, king of Leinster, another celebrated champion distin-

guished in the battles against the Danes, is mentioned at this time

by the Four Masters, and his death recorded at A. D. 940, in some
verses quoted from one of the bards, of whicli the following is a
translation :

" Faolan the terrific, dreaded in war.
Whose mighty voice extinguished the din of battle,

The warlike chieftain of Cualan (Wicklow),
The heroic king of Leinster was slain

;

The strong hand of the Heremonians of Erin,

The champion who conquered the Danish battalions,

A light that shone like the morning star,

Was the valiant warrior Faolan."

In A. D. 941 (or 943), the day after Murkertach was slain at the
battle of Ardee, Armagh was devastated by the Danes under Bla-
car, but in the same year Roderick O'Canannan, prince of Tircon-
nell, gained a victory over the Danes of Lough Foyle, and in this

year also Lorcan, the son of Faolan, king of Leinster, was slain by
the Northmen after he had laid waste Dublin, and gained a victory
over them in the beginning, for whicli he is greatly celebrated in

verses quoted by the Four Masters.
Battle in JJitbVm.—In A. D. 942 Congalach, who was after-

wards monarch of Ireland, with Brann, son of Maolmorda, king of
Leinster, and Ceallach, son of Faolan, Roydamna of Leinster, led

their forces to Dublin, took its houses, its granaries, ships, and
fortifications, all of which they burned, and carried off its women,
sons, and common people captives ; its warriors and soldiers were
slain, its youths dispersed through the cities and fortresses of Ire-

land
; many of its people were wounded, some of them were

drowned, others burned or made captives, and only a small portion

escaped in a few ships, who went to Delgamiy in Wicklow, where
it appears the Danes had a stronghold. There are verses quoted
by the Four Masters on this battle, from which the following pas-
sage is translated :

" Dublin of the Swords was destroyed.
With many of its shield-bearing champions;
The men of Tomar were made to tremble.
And vanquished in the western world.
Victor in that battle was Brann of Carman,
The invincible champion of Almain,
And by the king of Leinster of the spears
They were discomfited with slaughter

;

Valiant in the defence was Congalach,
The warrior of Bregia of great victories."

Carman is considered to have been MuUaghmast, and Almain, Allen,
both in Kildare.

In A.D. 943, the Danes of Lough Neagh were defeated with
great slaughter, and their fleet destroyed, by Donall O'Neill, the
son of Murkertach Mac Neill above-mentioned. This Donal was

James Mac Maurice carried on war and conflict

with the English this year, until a treaty of peace

was ratified between him and the president of the

two provinces of Munster, precisely in Spring;

grandson of king Niall Glundubh, and was himselfafterwards mo-
narch of Irel.md ; and the first of the northern Hy Niull who took
the name of O'Neill. In this year Blacar, king of the Danes, was
expelled from Dublin, and his brother Aulaf ruled there after liim.

Cenllachan, King of Ciis/icI, of the race of the Eugenians of
Desmond, flourished at this time, and makes a remarkable figure
in the history of Munster for a period of more than twenty years,
from aliout A. D. 930, to his death in 904; he was a famous war-
rior, and an account of his exploits is given in Keating, O'Hallo-
ran, and the Annals of Innisfallen ; he fought many battles with
the Danes ofWaterford, Limerick, and Cork, and gained njany
great victories over them, but in his contentions with the other
provincial kings he frequently fought in alliance with the Foreign-
ers against his countrymen.

Bottle in Ucsies.— In A.D. 941, according to the Annalsof In-
nisfallen, the Danes of VVaterford and their allies were defeated in

two battles at Desies in Waterlord, and Ferns in Wexford, by the
men of .Munster, under Ceallachan of Cashel, and 2000 of the Fo-
reigners were slain. In A.D. 943 the Danes of Limerick, having
encamped at Cloch Beathach, in Ossory, now Bathbeagh in Kil-
kenny, plundered Ferns a second time.

Battle of Roscrea.— About A.D. 94-2, according to Keatingand
O'Halloran, was fought a great battle with the Danes at Roscrea.
A great annual fair was in those times held at Roscrea, in Ormond
or Tipperary, which commenced on the festival of SS. Peter and
Paul, and continued fourteen days ; it was attended by merchants
from all parts of Ireland, and even from foreign countries. The
Danes of Limerick, whose chief at that time was Tomar, together
with those ofWaterford, and also the DanesofConnaugbt, formed
the project of attacking and plundering the merchants and people
at this fair, and of seizing the vast quantities of merchandize and
treasure collected there. Olfinn, chief of the DanesofConnaugbt,
was their principal leader, and marched his men secretly as possi-
ble, in detached parties, through Galway towards the Shannon,
where embarking in their boats they crossed the river in great
numbers, and were joined by the Danish forces of Limerick and
\Vaterford. On their assembling in Ormond, an alarm was com-
municated by the Irish throughout the entire country, by lighting
fires on the hills ; and having collected all their forces, and being
joined by the people at the fair, they armed themselves as well as
possible, and having assailed the Danes with great fury on all

sides, after a fierce and sanguinary confiict the Danish forces were
totally defeated, and four thousand of them were slain, together
with their general Olfinn, and many other chief's.

Battle of Sinrjland.—About A.D. 943, according to O'Halloran
and others, the l)anish forces of Limerick and Waterford were de-
feated by the men of Munster, under the command of Ceallachan,
king of Cashel, and about two thousand of them slain in a great
battle at Saineangal, now Singland, near Limerick. Aulaf, chief of
the Danes, had his skull cloven through his iron helmet Ijy Ceal-
hichan himself, with a single blow of his battle-axe; the chiefs

imder Ceallachah acted with equal valour ; O'Sullivan killed in

single combat, and cut ofl'the head of Moran, son of the king of
Denmark ; O'Keefe ran his spear through the body of Magnus, the
Danish standard bearer, and Lochlin, another Danish champion,
was slain in single combat by O'Riordan. About this period, ac-
cording to Keating, O'Halloran, and others, Ceallachan of Cashel
defeated the Danes in many other battles, and he is stated on one
occasion to have presented at Cashel to O'Keetfe, one of his princi-

pal champions, 100 helmets, 100 swords, 100 shields, and 100 cap-
tives, as a reward for his valour in various battles.

Battle of JJundalh.—An account has been given at p. 173, in

the note on Desmond, of the battles fought at Armagh and Dun-
dalk, A.D. 944, against the Danish forces under Sitric, who had
by treachery taken Ceallachan, king of Cashel, prisoner at Duldiii,

having proposed to give him his sister in marriage. The chiefs of
the Eugenians of Desmond, and of the Dalcassians of Thomond,
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and it happened, through the miracles of God and

the intercession of James, that the eai'l of Desmond,

namely, Gerald, the son of James, son of John, and

having collected tbe Munster forces, marched to Ulster for the

rescue of Coallachan, who was kept prisoner at Armagh, then in

possession of tlie Danes. The Munster chieftains defeated the

I^anisli forces with great slaughter, and took from them the city of

Armagli ; the Munster chiefs having at tlie same time fitted out a
great fleet to attack that of the Danes which was stationed at

Duiidalk, !ia\ing Ceallachan a prisoner on board, a terrific sea-

figlit took place between them in the bay of Uandalk, in which,

after a slaughter of about two thousand men on both sides, the

Danish forces were at length vanquished, and Ceallachan was li-

berated and led in triumph to Cashel by his valiant countrymen.
Sitric, commander-in-chief of the Danes, and bis brothers Tor and
Magnus, with many other chiefs were slain, and many of the

bravest of the Irish chieftains likewise fell in this fierce conflict.

A full and curious account of this expedition for the rescue of

Ceallachan is given in an ancient Irish MS. entitled Toruighenchd
Cheallnclinin CJiaisU, that is, the Pursuit for the rescue of Ceal-

lachan Casiiel, a valuable copy of which is in the library of Sir

William liethara, and also another copy in the possession of Mr.
Geraghty, the publisher of these Annals.

In A.b. 945, Ceallachan king of Cashel, and his son Donogh,
proceeded to Clonfert in Galway, and plundered the Danes. In

A.D. 946 also, according to the Annals of Innisfallen, Tomar, earl

of the Danes, came to Limerick, from which he proceeded to Inis

Cealltrach, an island on the Shannon, the churches of which he

burned, and also those of Muic-Inis and Clonmacnois, the islands

of Lough Rce, and other parts on the Shannon, and proceeded from

thence to >Ieatli, which he plundered from one end to the other.

In A.D. 9o0 Godfrey, son of Sitric, proceeded with a fleet from

Waterford, and took hostages from the people of Desmond, as far

as Ros-.\iIithre, now Kosscarbery, in Cork. In .\.D. 951, accor-

ding to Innisfallen, Godfrey, son of Sitric, was slain, together with

500 of his forces, in Desies, by the Dalcasslans and Eugenians.

In A.D.953 Clonmacnois was plundered by the Danes of Limerick,

aided by the men of Munster.

Battles at Slane and Dublin.—In A.D. 944, according to the

Four Masters, Clonmacnois, and the churches of Meath, with Kil-

cullen in Kildare, were laid waste by the Danes of Dublin, and by

Aulaf Cuaran. In A.D. 945, Roderick O'Canaunan, prince of

Tirconnell, with the forces of Ulster, marched to Meath, where he

was joined by the monarch Congalach, and some Danisli au.xilia-

ries, under Aulaf Cuaran, and they fougiit a great battle at Slane

against the Danes of Dublin, great numbers ofwhom were slain, and
many others drowned in the Boyne ; on the side of tiie Irish fell,

in tbe thick of battle, Scolaigh O'Aedhagain, lord of Dartry ;

Garbith, prince of Hy Crimthain ; and Hngli O'Rourke, the son of

Tiarnan, prince of Brefney. In the same year, Dublin was
plundered by king Congalach. In A. D. 946, a great battle was
fought at Duldin, by Congalach, monarch of Ireland, with the

forces of Meath and Ulster, against the Danes of Dublin, com-
manded by Blacar, son of Godfrey their king, in which the Danish
forces were defeated, and 1600 of them, together with Blacar

himself, were slain. Some verses, to the following efiect, on this

battle, are quoted by the Four Masters :

" On Thursday, Congalach, the leader of heroes.

At Dublin illustrious was the warrior
;

He avenged the death of the sons of noble clans,

.•Vnd with points of darts destroyed the Danes."

In the same year, the Danes led their forces to Druirarath and

burned its Dertech, a term applied to an ecclesiastical building,

and 150 in it; this place is now called Drurarany, in Westmeath,
where there was a celebrated monastery founded in the sixth

century, in honour of St. Euan.

Battle of Mu'mebrocaln.— In A. D. 948, the Cloicthech, that

is, the Belfry, or otherwise the Round Tower of Slane, which was
at the time full of relics and religious people, was burned by the

Danes of Dublin ; Caoinechair, a learned lecturer of Slane, who

his brother, John, who had been in imprisonment

in London for six years previously, were liberated

by permision of the English council, and they ar-

was called Probus by the Latin writers, and who wrote a Life of

St. Patrick, was burned to death in the Belfry on that occasion,

and amongst the relics was the crozier of the patron saint (St.

Ercus), and a bell superior to all others. In the same year the

Danes of Dublin, and other parts of Ireland , collected immense for-

ces, and marched into Meath under Godfrey, the son of Sitric, Ivar,

and other leaders ; Roderick O'Canaunan, prince of Tirconnell, at

the head of the Irish of Ulster, and the men of Meath, advanced

to attack them, and both armies having met on the festival of St.

Andrew the Apostle, namely, the 30th of November, fought a ter-

rific battle, in which, according to the Four Masters, the Danish

forces were totally defeated, and six thousand of their bravest war-

riors were slain, with many others of hiferior note, but towards the

end of the conflict the valiant O'Canaunan himself was slain in

the thick of battle. Amongst the Danish chiefs fell Ivar, tanist

of the Danes, and Godfrey, with the few survivors, fled to Dublin.

This celebrated chieftain Roderick O'Canannan, who gained this

splendid victory over the Danish forces, was one of the heirs pre-

sumptive to the throne of Ireland, and of the same race as the

O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnell ; and, according to Charles

O'Conor, he was one of the most distinguished men of that age for

abilities and valour. The place where this battle was fought was

situated in some part of Meath, and is supposed by some to have

been near Ardbraccan. In A. D. 949, tbe Danes of Dublin, under

Godfrey, son of Sitric, plundered Kells, Donogh Patrick, Ard-

braccan, Tulain, now Dulane, Disert Ciarain, and Killscire or Kil-

skyre, all places near Kells, together with many other churches in

Meath, but they particularly devastated Kells, and carried otF

from thence more than three thousand persons captives, and took

besides abundant spoils of gold, silver, many relics, and various

other riches and precious articles. In this year a great plague,

flux, and famine, prevailed amongst the Danes of Dublin.

On the death of Athelstan, king of England, A. D. 941, Aulaf

of Brunanburgh, the Danish king of Dublin, again invaded Eng-

land with powerful forces, defeated king Edmond, and recovered

the dominion of Northumbria ; on the death of Aulaf, .V. D. 943,

another Aulaf his cOuain, and Reginald his brother, became rulers

of the Danes of Northumbria ; Eric and Gormo are mentioned as

succeeding kings, but in A. D. 960, Edred, king of England, re-

covered Northumbria from the Danes, which was however again

conquered in the begiiming of the eleventh century by Sweyn and

Canute, kings of Denmark. On the death of Aulaf IV., A. D.

943, he was succeeded as Danish king of Dublin, by his cousin,

Sitric III., who was slain in the great sea fight at Dundalk, A. D.

944, as before mentioned, and Blacar, brother of Aulaf, again re-

sumed the government of Dublin, but was slain A. D. 946, asabove

stated, and he was succeeded as Danish king of Dublin by God-

frey III., son of Sitric III. ; and this Godfrey, according to

O'Flaherty's Ogygia, in the article on Constantine, king of Scot-

land, was grandson of Gormo, the Danish king of Northumberland.

.\ccording to the Annals of Innisfallen, Godfrey III. was slam

A. D. 951, in a battle in Desies with the Eugenians and Dalcas-

slans, and he was succeeded by his son Aulaf V.

Conversion of the Danes.—The Northmen, or Danes and Nor-

wegians in Ireland, continued Pagans until this time, worshipped

idols, and offered sacrifices to their gods Odin and Thor, but in the

time of Godfrey III. the Danes of Ireland became partly converted

to the Christian faith, about A.D. 948 or 950, according to Ware
and others ; and according to the Annals of Innisfallen, at A.D.

948, the Danes of Dublin were converted, and received baptism.

According to Ware, the mona>tery of the Blessed Virgin Mary in

Dublin, afterwards called Mary's-abbey, was founded at this time

by the Danes for Benedictine monks; in the eleventh century,

as hereafter shown, Christ Church in Dnblin was founded hy the

Danes, and there were many Danish bishops in DubUn, Water-

ford, and Limerick.

About A.D. 950, according to the History of Denmark by
Meursius, two famous warriors, Harold and Kuut, sons of Gormo
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rived in the harbour of Dublin. The earl was

afterwards taken and ]iut under arrest in the town,

and John was permitted to visit the fair plains of

Munster, and see after his patrimony, and all those

that lived of his followers.

The president of the two provinces of Munster

(sir John Perrott), went to England in the begin-

ning of the ensuing harvest, after having pacified

and subdued the country, and leaving officers,

councillors, and captains of his own, to rule and

preside over it, in accordance with his own wishes
;

the departure of the president was lamented by the

poor, the widows, the infirm and indigent of the

country. The earl of Desmond, after that, ha\ang

found an opportunity, made his escape without

the permission of the council, about the festival of

St. Martin following, and without their knowledge

or notice, and travelled in three nights from Dublin,

accompanied by a few, until he anived in the very

midst of the Gcraldines ; the victorious chief who

had then ariived among them was welcomed, and

although accompanied only by a few, itwas not long

after until he had hundreds at his command, and

caused a great commotion in the country ; in the

course of one month after he expelled the English

forces and hired soldiers who were in possession of

the fortresses and chief towns of the men of Mun-

ter, for at that time the president and his Saxons

possessed Kenry (in Limerick), with its castles,

Baile na-Martra (Castle Martyr in Cork), and

Castlemaine (in Keny) ; all those places and their

garrisons were taken by the earl, and he did not

leave a resident chief of any town in the country,

from the Meeting of the Three Waters to Bealach

Conglais (from the confluence of the Suir, Nore

III., king of Denmark, invaded England and Ireland witli great

forces ; they besieged Dublin, and Kiiut ^vas killed by the cast of

a dart, bat Harold, having taken the city, remained in it for some
time ; he afterwards became king of Denmark. About A.D. 952,
according to the Saga, Eric king of Norway, a great warrior, ra-

vaged the Orkneys, Hebrides, Isle ofMarm, and coasts of Ireland,

but was slain in battle with the English. About A.D. 95G, ac-

cording to the Saga, Trygva, king of Norway, invaded Scotland and
Ireland, and he is thus mentioned by one of the Skalds

:

" The warrior who dyed his sword with blood,

The breaker of strong shields in battle
;

The valiant king who came in his ships,

And fought in might with Ireland's heroes."

Olaf or Aulaf, son of Trygva, king of Norway, also a famous vfar-

rior, is stated in the Saga to have ravaged the coasts of France,
England, Scotland, and Ireland, and he is thus described by an
Icelandic bard :

and Barrow, at Waterford, to near Cork), and from

Bealach Conglais to Limerick, that he did not

bring under subjection, and place under the con-

troul of his soldiers and officers in that one month.

He proclaimed to the clergy and professional men
the restoration of their privileges, and replaced the

ecclesiastical orders in their respective places, ac-

cording to the Pope's law, as had been customary.

An intestine commotion arose amongst the Dal-

cassians, and those on the one side in that conten-

tion were Donal, the son of Conor O'Brien, and

Teige, the son of Murrogh O'Brien ; and on the

other side were the sons of Donogh O'Brien,

namely, the earl and Torlogh ; but the carl himself

was not in the country on that occasion. A dis-

pute arose between Teige, the son of Conor, and

Teige, the son of Murrogh, who were 'till then

united in aiding Donal, the son of Conor, against

the sons of Donogh, so that they separated ; and

the cause of that dissension was through Teige,

the son of Conor, who went and joined his enemies,

namely, the sons of Donogh O'Brien, against his

brother Donal, the son of Conor, and Teige, the

son of Murrogh, and the people of Upper Thomond,

Teige, the son of Conor, after that, to revenge his

anger on Teige, the son of Murrogh, collected sol-

diers and insurgent galloglasses of the Geraldines

from beyond the Shannon, and took them with

him to aid the sons of Donogh O'Brien, who had

along with them great numbers of the Butlers, and

of the Mac Sweeneys of the countiy, namely, of

the tribe of Donal, the son of John Mac Sweeney,

and also the forces of the earl commanded by his

brother Torlogh, the son of Donogh. The place

where the entire of that army met together was at

"The prince whose name struck terror

Into the valiant warriors of the islands.

Emulous of glory, and of Erin's conquest."

He came to Dublin, and was married to Gyda, sister or daughter

of Aulaf Quaran, a Danish prince, and it is stated that he was

converted to the Christian faith, and resided a long time in Ire-

land. This Aulaf Quaran is often mentioned about this period by

the Irish writers under the name of Aulaf Cuaran, and he appears

to have been a chief of note, and to have been often in alliance

with the Irish against the Danes of Dublin. In A.D. 950, the

Irish annalists mention a great victory gained by the Danes

against the men of Albany, or Scots, the Britons and Saxons. In

A.D. 951 Clonmacnois was ravaged by the Danes of Limerick and

the men of Munster, and in the same year Aulaf Cuaran laid waste

Inis Doimhle, and the islands of Ulster. In A.D. 952, Donal

O'Neill, together with the Danes, plundered Bregia.
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Ard-na-gCabog, where the river Fergus (in Clare),

falls into the sea ; and they afterwards, to revenge

their animosity on South Thomond, marched

through the east of Hy Cormaic, and through the

borders of Hy Feannaic (both districts in the south

of Clare). The plundering, and continued cry and

wailing of the defenceless, warned the people of

their progress in every place through which they

passed ; they afterwards proceeded by the stone

road (or causeway) of CuiTofin, and by the gate of

Inchiquin and Bothar-na-Mac-Righ (the Road of

the King's sons), and some of their people took

garments and property out of Kill-Inghine-Baoith

(Kilneboy in Clare), and the violation ofthe church

of the female saint was not an omen of success or

victory for the Dalcassians. They afterwards pro-

ceeded in a north-western direction through the

wilds of Corcomroe and Burren, and having sent

out predatory parties through the country, they

collected all the booty of the territoiy to one place

before night, and they then encamped, which how-

ever was not a place of repose on account of the

crying and wailing ofwomen and widows lamenting

the loss of their plundered properties. When
Donal, the son of Conor O'Brien, and Teige, the

son of Murrogh O'Brien, received intelligence

that this great force had passed by, they collected

all the forces they could muster on the moment,
and they encountered at Carn-Mic-Tail (probably

Carne, in the parish of Kilcorney, county of Clare).

Those who accompanied them thither were the

sons of Edmond Mac Sheehey, who had come
three nights previously from beyond the Shannon
with a select body of galloglasses ; a company
of young men of the tribe of Giolla Duv, the son

of Conor, son of Donogh, son of Donal of the

Victories Mac Sweeny, and also UHck, the son of

Rickard Saxanach, the son of Ulick, son of Rickard

Burke, who had come the day before to visit his

kinsman Teige, the son of MuiTogh O'Brien.

Having then come to an unanimous resolution to

pursue the forces, Donal, the son ofConor O'Brien,

began to excite them to act bravely, and thus ad-

dressed them :
" My brave people, I have learned

from sages and historians that it is not by a large

army or host that victory is gained, and of the

success of a battle there are no better authorities

;

these people have committed too great excesses

and crimes against us, viz., to attack us in our own

dear country, and have preyed and plundered our

people; moreover, though numerous those are,

they are only a mixed army composed of persons

from various quarters, who would as quickly fly as

they have marched hither, should they have an op-

portunity of escaping with their lives from the

field in which we are to fight." That exciting

speech delivered by Donal made the desired im-

pression on his people, and they promised him that

they would all make it a fraternal cause against

their enemies, and they determined on sending

persons to view and reconnoitre the camp that

night. Teige, the son of Conor O'Brien, and Tor-

logh, the son of Donogh O'Brien, with their

forces, remained attentive and watchful beside

their camp that night, till day break the following

morning, and at the rising ofthe sun they marched
forward to Slieve-na-Groidheadh, and by the left

hand of Bel-Atha-an-Ghobhann, and the forces of

the country were at the same time marching slowly

along side of them, for the purpose of encountei-ing

them, and both armies having respectively exhibit-

ed their broad-extended banners, they proceeded to

the Fearsad (ford) of KiUMainchin(Killnamaheen,

near Ennistymon, county of Clare), exactly at Beol-

an-Chip. Teige, the son of MuiTogh, and the forces
'

in general, began to rebuke Donal O'Bi-ien for

the length of time they were without engaging with

the other army, for they had marched in a parallel

direction with each other from Baile-xUha-an-Gob-

hann to this place. Teige, the son of Conor, and

Torlogh O'Brien, proceeded with their forces to the

top ofthe hill of Beol-an-Chip, in the best position

as appeared to them for fighting ; the other forces

and the people of the country were pursuing them
up the high rugged slope before them as quickly as

they could possibly go, and before they came within

fighting distance the constables of Teige and Tor-

logh became alarmed, temfied, startled, unsteady,

wavering, and began to give way, and at once took

to flight ; the other party pursued, discomfitted,

cut them down, and slaughtered them in twenties

and thirties, in twos and threes, from that place to

Beinn-foi'-Mala. It was not in the same direction

that those parties fled, for the horsemen proceeded

to the right along the sea westward, while the foot

went directly in a south eastern direction. Both
parties, however, were hotly pursued, and the ca-

valry threw away their baggage from their horses as

3 R
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quickly as they could, and Torlogh O'Brien, with

twelve horsemen of his body-guard, made their es-

cajDc by their efforts, and the fleetness of their

horses, and others of his people were wounded and

taken prisoners, amongst whom were Teige, the

son of Conor O'Brien, and his son Torlogh, for

they remained on the hill in expectation that their

people would rally round them ; some of the earl's

own people, who were supposed would get no

quarters, were taken prisoners, and many others

were slain ; clamorous were the crows, birds of

prey, fowls of the air, and the wolves of the forest,

over the bodies of brave men, being the result of

the slaughter of that day. South Thomondwas

the better for a long time after that of all they had

left of prisoners, horses, accoutrements, arms, and

ordnance, and also of their own cows and cattle

on that day.

Maurice O'Clery, namely, the son of Giolla

Riavach, i. e. the O'Clery, a man distinguished in

history and general literature, a man of respect

and great affluence, died in Muintir Eoluis, and

was buried at Fenagh of Moyrein (in Leitrim), in

the chm'ch of St. Caillin.

A.D. 1574.

Con, the son of Calvach, son of Manus O'Don-

nell, was treacherously taken prisoner by the earl

of Essex, in the earl's own camp, and was after-

wards sent to Dublin.

The earl of Desmond continued to plunder and

harass his enemies in the spring of this year, and

he defeated Mac Carthy More, nameh', Donal,

the son of Donal, son of Cormac Ladhrach, and

the son of Fingin, namely, Donogh, the son of

Donal, son of Fingin, was slain by the earl's peo-

ple, and his death was the cause of lamentation in

Desmond ; they also slew a young constable of

the chiefs of Clan Sweeney, viz., of the Clan of

Donogh Bacach, the son of Maolmurry, son of

Donogh, son of Torlogh, son of Owen, son of

Maolmurry, son of Donogh, and many other

chiefs besides.

It happened that the son of the earl of Des-

mond, namely, John, the son of James, found an

opportunity of taking a well fortified castle of the

A. D. 1574.
1. The O'Neills of Clannaboy.—An account of the O'Neills,

lords of Clannaboy, a jreat branch of the O'Neills, princes of Tj-

district of Clonmel, called Doire-an-Lair, which

he garrisoned with some of his own trusty peojjle,

as guards. When this intelligence reached the

lord justice of Ireland, sir WiUiam Fitzwilliam,

and the earl of Ormond, namely, Thomas, the son

of James, son of Pierce Roe, the taking of that

castle renewed their recent and old animosities

against the sons of the earl of Desmond, and they

commanded the men of Meath and of Bregia, the

Butlers, and the English settlers in general, to

march and completely ravage Leth Mogha (Lein-

ster and Munster). They did not halt until they

pitched their tents and booths about Derry-an-

Lair, which they finally took, and all its guards

were beheaded by the lord justice. His people

and allies were at this time so much forsaking the

earl of Desmond, that he came to the resolution

of waiting on the lord justice, and submit to him,

and he was compelled to surrender to him the

castles of Castlemaine, Dungarvan, and Kenry,

and all depredations committed between them were

forgiven by both parties.

An amicable treaty of peace was concluded be-

tween Biyan, the son of Felim Bacach O'Neill,

and the earl of Essex, and Bryan after that gave

an invitation to a feast, and amongst those invited

was the lord justice (sir William Fitzwilliam), and

the nobles of his people, where they enjoyed them-

selves together in mirth and cheerfulness for the

space of three days and three nights. At the ter-

mination of that time, while drinking and carousing

agreeably together, Bryan, \vith his brother and

wife, were taken prisoners by the earl ; and all his

people, without reserve, men, women, sons, and

daughters, were put to the sword in his presence.

Bryan, with his wife and brother, were sent to

Dublin, where they were cut into quarters, and

this was the result of their entertainment. That

monstrous massacre, and detestable and treache-

rous misdeed, which were perpetrated on the lord

of Clannaboy O'Neill, chief and senior of the race

of Eogan, the son of Niall of the Nine Hostages,

and of the greater portion of the Gael of Ireland,

excepting a few, was a sufficient cause of abomina-

tion and disgust to the Irish people.'

The sons of the earl of Clanrickard, namely,

rone, and the territories possessed by them, has been given at pp.
•21, 441, in the notes on Ulster, where it has been shown that they

possessed extensive districts in the counties of Down and Antrim,
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William and John, having broken their faith, and

disregarded their affinity towards each other, John

Burke engaged in his service a great number

of Scots and Irish mercenary soldiers. The eai'l

of Ormond afterwards obtained protection for him,

and he delivered hostages to the earl as a security

of his allegiance to the queen.

A shower of hail stones fell on the Kalends of

May in this year, w'hich was so extraordinary and

uncommon, that there were many persons in Ireland

who never witnessed such a shower, and there were

many others whose strong built family residences

were swept away by it. The corn crops which had

been sown tkree months, or half a year previous to

that time, were left bare without stalk or blade,

and the same shower left soft blue lumps, as large

as the hail stones that fell, on the legs of those

who were struck by them.

The son of Teige, son of Teige O'Rourke, was

slain by some of the people of Brefney, on the

plain of Dromahaire.

A.D. 1575.

Roderick, the son of Hugh, i. e. the O'Donnell,

the son of Manus, son of Hugh Duv O'Donnell,

namely, North and South Clannahoy : the North comprising the

baronies of Belfast, Massareen, Antrim, and Upper Toonie, in tlie

county of Antrim ; and South Clannahoy containing tlie baronies

of Ardes, Castlereagh, Kinealarty, and Lecale, in the county of

Down ; and many celebrated chiefs of the O'Neills of Clannahoy
havebeen mentioned in the course of these Annals. Bryan O'Neill,

above mentioned in the text, lord of Clannahoy, was possessed of

the greater part of the property of bis ancestors, and, according to

Cox, inhis Hibernia Anglicana (p. 341), liadimmense flocks, no less

than thirty tJwiisand cows, besides great numbers of other cattle,

horses, sheep, &c. Accordingto Cox, queen Elizabeth in 1573, gave
a grant to Walter Devereux, earl of Essex, of the moiety of the

seignoriesof Clannahoy in Down and Antrim, witli part of the Ci linns

and Routes in Antrim, and the queen herself was to hold the other

moiety. The earl was obliged by indenture to go thither with 200
horse and 400 foot, and that every horseman volunteer who served
gratis for two years was to have 400 acres of land, and a foot sol-

dier 200 acres, at two pence an acre quit rent. The earl was to

have building timber free from the woods of Killulltagh, was to

be captain-general for seven years, and was to plant a thousand
English inhabitants on his territory. Essex landed with his for-

ces at Carrickfergus in August, 1573, and was appointed governor
of Ulster, and earl marshal of Ireland ; he was accompanied by
the lords Dacre and Rich, sir Henry Knowles, three sons of lord

Norris, and many other Englishmen of note. The lord deputy
Fitzwilliam becoming jealous of the high authority of Essex, would
only consent to his becoming governor of Ulster. Essex on his

arrival with his forces was at first kindly received by Bryan Mac
Felini O'Neill, lord of Clannahoy, but on learning the object of his

arrival to plant a colony in his territory, and deprive him of his

hereditary lands, he joined the standard of Torlogh Lynogh
O'Neill, against the English, and the forces of Essex encountered
much opposition from the O'Neills, 0'Donnells,^nd others, but he
succeeded in taking the castle of Lifford from Conn O'Donnell.

was slain in a contention at Donegal, by Cahir,

the son of John, son of Tuathal O' Gallagher,

which he much regretted.

Great heat and extreme drought happened in the

summer of this year, so that there was not rain

for one hour, either by day or night, from May to

Lammas (August). In consequence of this drought

loathsome diseases and afflicting maladies, namely

a plague, were generated in an excessive degree

amongst the English and Irish in Dublin, in Naas

of Leinster, Ardee, MuUingar, and Athboy.

Many a castle between those places was left with-

out a guard, many a flock without a shepherd,

and many bodies, even of the nobility, were left

unburied, through the effects of that distemper.

A new lord justice, namely, sir Henry Sydney,

came to Ireland in the harvest precisely, and he

landed first in the jirovince of Ulster, and found

all Ireland in one wave of war and commotion ; he

established peace, union, and friendship between

the Tirconnallians and Tyronians, and throughout

the province of Ulster, as it was amongst them he

first landed, and that lord justice expelled to Eng-

land the earl of Essex, who had invaded Ulster,

and acted treacherously towards Con, the son of

After some time, as stated by the Four Masters, O'Neill invited

tlie earl of Essex to an entertainment, though it is erroneously

stated by other writers that Essex invited O'Neill. According to

Curry in his History of the Civil Wars, and Leiand in his History

of Ireland, after O'Neill and Essex at this entertainment had made
good cheer together for three days and nights, O'Neill, with liis

wife and brother, were suddenly seized by the earl's order, his

friends were slaughtered before his face, nor were the women and

children spared ; O'Neill himself, with his brother and wife, were
sent prisoners to Dublin, where they were cut in quarters. Le-

iand, in his Reign of Elizabeth, relates the afl'air exactly in the

same manner, and says—" This execution jiroduced universal dis-

content and horror." The earl of Essex unable to settle his co-

lony, soon after went to England for fresh forces, and in 1576
as mentioned in those Annals, made a second expedition to Ulster

but failed, and was forced to retire to Dublin, where he soon after

died, it was supposed by poison, through the contrivance ofRobert

Dudley, earl of Leicester, who, two days after the earl's death,

married his widow, the countess of Essex. The English family

of Savage, long before the reign of Elizabeth, settled in the county

of Down, and got extensive possessions in Ardes and Lecale, and

some of them were styled the lords Savage of the Ardes. In the

reign of Elizabeth, sir Thomas Smyth, an Englishman, and his son

Thomas Smyth, got large grants of lands, and attempted to plant a

colony in the Ardes and Clannahoy, but after several conflicts

with "the O'Neills, and the warlike clan of tlie Mac Gilmores,

Smyth and his followers were slain, after they had expended ten

thousand pounds in the expedition. In the reign of James I., the

territory of Clannahoy was seized by the crown, and part was
restored to ConnO'Neill, a descendant of the old proprietors, but

a great part of Clannahoy soon after passed, as shown in Lodge's

Peerage, into the hands of the Scotch family named Montgomery,
who became earls of Mount Alexander, and in after times theie

were no familiesof any note of the great O'Neills of Clannaliov.

3 R 2

"
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Calvach (O'Donnell), and Bryan, the son of Felim

Bacach (O'Neill).

Con, the son of Calvach O'Donnell, and Con,

the son of Niall Oge O'Neill, who had been im-

prisoned in DubUn, effected their escape at the

time the lord justice came to Ireland ; and Con

O'Donnell remained concealed in the wilds and

recesses of his own country, until the lord justice

sent him a pardon. The lord justice afterwards

went, in the beginning of winter, through Moy
Breagh (Bregia), and Meath, and from thence to

the tributary territories of I^einster, and he made

peace between the English and Irish of Ormond

and Meath, and the race of Rossa Failge (the

O'Conors, &c., of Offaley), and the clans of Conall

Cearnach (the O'Moores, &c., of Leix) ; he then

proceeded direct south-westto Waterford, Youghal,

and Cork, about Christmas, and destroyed and

beheaded a vast number of insurgents, and bad

subjects, in all the countries through which he

passed.

An intestine commotion arose amongst the

O'Briens this j'ear ; the sons of Conor O'Brien,

and the sons of Muri-ogh O'Brien, were engaged

on the one side in this contention, and the sons of

Donogh on the other side, namely, the earl, and

Torlogh, and Tuath-na-mBuilc, and Tuath-na-

Fearna (in Thomond), were plundered and en-

tirely burned in one night's depredation, including

cattle, corn, and dwellings, on all, both lay and

ecclesiastical lands, by that earl.

James Mac Maurice, the son of John, son of

the earl (of Desmond), with his wife and family,

went to France in the spring, through fear of the

English, after the earl and John had made peace

with the English.

Hugh, the son of Boetius Mac Clancy (in Tho-

mond), a professional lectm-er in laws and poetiy,

a buyer of wine, and one of the most upright

Brehons of a territory in Ireland, died.

A.D. 157G.

Mac Carthy Riavach, i. e. Donogh, the son of

Donal, son of Fingin, died, and his death was the

cause of lamentation to the clans, of sadness to

the tribes, and of sorrow to the landed proprietors

of his own country ; a man who yielded obedience

to his seniors, but who did not submit to his ju-

niors ; he was interred in the burying place of his

father and grandfather, at Tigh-Molaga (Timo-

leage in Cork), and his brother, Owen Mac Car-

thy, was appointed his successor.

Anthony, the son of Hugh O'Dempsey, was

treacherously slain in his own town at Cluain-na-

nGamhan (Cloneygowen, barony of Philipstown,

King's county).

Colla, the son of Giolla Duv, son of Conor, son

of Donogh, son of Donal of the Victories, son of

Owen, son of John-na-Lathaidhe Mac Sweeney,

a man of success in fight and conflict, and who
kept a house of hospitality, and was a constable of

the Dalcassians, died. •

Boetius Oge, the son of Boetius, son of Mur-
togh Mac Clancy, chief professor of Brehonism to

the Dalcassians (in Thomond), and a man who
kept an open house for general hospitality, died.

William Oge Mac-an-Ward, the son of Cormac,

chief professor in poetry to O'Donnell, a super-

intendent of schools, a man eminent in literatui'e

and general knowledge, the sustaining and sup-

porting pillar of students and men of learning,

died at Dromore, on the 22nd of February.

Torlogh, the sonof Tuathal Balbh O' Gallagher,

a distinguished man of his clan, was slain by the

Conacians on the 16th of November.

The daughter of O'Boyle, namely Judith junior,

the daughter of Torlogh, son of Niall, was drowned

on St. James' day, while learning to swim, in the

river of Srath Buighe (in Donegal).

John Modarda, the son of Mac Sweeney of Ba-

nagh, died on Easter Day, a young man whose

death was the most lamented of any of his tribe at

that time.

Conor Oge, the son of Donogh Maguire, and a

number of the chiefs of Ferlurg (in Fermanagh),

were slain at Truagh (in Monaghan).

Donal, the son of Dermod, son of Malachy Mac
Gorman (either in Carlow or Clare), died in the

spring, and he was the most distinguished man of

rank, by fame and report, for manual action and for

hospitality, of any of his tribe in his time.

The great monastery of Cavan, and the entire

of Cavan itself], from the great castle downwards to

the river, were burned by the daughter of Thomas
(O'Reilly), the son ofthe baron, through jealousy

;

and there was not so much destroyed in any of the

Irish towns as there had been there.
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Great depredations were committed by Bryan
O'Rourke thisyearin Annaly (county of Longford).

The lord justice before-mentioned. Sir Henry

Sydney, and he was a knight by title, nobility,

action, and valour, came about the festival of St.

Bridget from Cork to Limerick, and was accom-

panied by the nobles of Munster, both Enghsh
and Irish, and on the other side was attended there

by the Dalcassians in his retinue. He made peace

between the inhabitants of the two provinces of

Munster on that occasion, and abolished and sup-

pressed the custom of keeping poets and literary

men, public festivals, kerns, Buannadha (called Bo-

naghts, or retained soldiers), and their leaders; he

then took his departure from the people of Mun-
ster, and brought the O'Briens to escort him to Gal-

way, where the chiefs of South Connaught waited

on him, namely the earl of Clanrickard, with his

two sons, Ulick and John ; Mac William lochtair,

namely, John, the son of Oliver, son of John, and

Murrogh of the Battle-axes, the son of Teige, son

of Murrogh, son of Roderick O'Flaherty, and the

O'Kellys, with their retinues. The result of that

convention at Galway was to hold the Dalcassians

responsible in making restitutions to those who
demanded such from them, except alone Donal

O'Brien, whom the lord justice selected for his

own service (as high sheritf ), over the county of

Clare, to govern it, which Donal did by executing

vicious malefactors, bad characters, and rebels, so

that no one thought it necessary to watch their

cattle or close their doors while Donal was in office.

The lord justice, after establishing peace among
all persons wherever he visited throughout Ireland,

came to Dublin, and brought with him the sons of

the earl of Clanrickard as prisoners, for all they

had destroyed on the queen's people, while de-

manding the release of their father before that

time. After the lord justice had arrived in Dublin

with these prisoners, he was seized with a strong

feeling of kindness in his heart, and he permitted

those prisoners respectively, namely, the O'Briens

and Burkes, as an alleviation to their minds, to go

and visit their fi-iends in the neighbouring territo-

ries, but not to pass the boundary into their own
country until, at some future period, he might

permit them to do so ; they promised him they

would act accordingly, but when the sons of the

earl of Clanrickard arrrived on the borders of

their country they disregarded their promise and
entered their estate, and some assert that it was by
the permission of their father that they did so. It

was shortly after when this journey proved to be a

source of sorrow to his country, for the lord justice

about five nights afterwards went in pursuit of

them to Athlone, and their father, the earl of Clan-

rickard, was compelled to surrender to him the

town of Loughrea, and all his estate, lands, and
possessions, stone buildings, and castles, and he
himself was taken prisoner in the name of the

queen ; after that the earl was conveyed to Dublin,

and was confined in a narrow cell, where he could

hear the voice of neither iriend nor companion.
The lord justice left a number of captains in Clan-

rickard, who, as well as the sons of the earl, began
to plunder and completely spoil the country be-

tween them, so that entire territory was a hundred
times over disturbed and devastated between them
on that occasion. Vast numbers of both English
and Irish were slaughtered, and an immense deal

of cattle, of flocks, and of clothing, changed owners
during the autumn and winter of this year. The
wilds and recesses, the coarse boggy mountains,

and the dense wooded hills, were the portion of the

earl's sons of their own estate at that time ; and
the chief fortified family residences of the territory,

and the bright-sided beautiful hills of the country,

were abandoned by them. Edmond Mac William
Burke of Castlebar also joined in alliance the earl's

sons, the consequence of which was that the lord

justice took Castlebar from him, and expelled him-
self, his wife, and family into Clanrickard.

The earl of Essex, who had been expelled in the

previous year by the lord justice, Sir Henry Syd-

ney, came back as governor over the province of

Ulster this year, and landed in Dublin, where, in a

fortnight after, being taken suddenly ill, he died
;

his shirt and heart were sent to his friends in con-

firmation of his death.

A new president, namely, W^illiam Drury, was

appointed over the two provinces of Munster this

year, and Thomond being separated from the pro-

vince of Connaught, was added to that of Munster.

The president took a circuit of all the great towns
of Munster, to confirm laws and regulations ; he

destroyed malefactors and robbers, and he put to

death Ban'ett (of Cork), and two noble distin-

guished young constables of the tribe of Maol-



494 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1577-

murry (Mac Sweeney), the son of Donogh, son of

Torlogh, namely, the son of Murrogh, son ofMaol-

murry, and the son of Donal, son of Maohnurry ;

from thence he proceeded to Limerick, and hanged

a number of the chiefs and of the common people

of the O'Briens, and many others besides.

James Mac Maurice was in France this year.

Roderick Oge, the son of Roderick, son of Conal

O'Moore (of Leix), and Conor, the son of Cormac,

son of Bryan O'Conor (of Oftaly), with their wood

kerns, were in opposition to the English at this

time, and all those that were living of the race of

Rossa Failge, and of Conall Cearnach, were in al-

liance with them, and shortly after these people

assembled in turbulent hundreds, and theyburned

and completely destroyed great portions of Leins-

ter, of Meath, and of Fine- Gall (either Fingall, or

the English settlements).

'

A.D. 1577.

Conor, the son of Bryan, son of Owen, son of

Tiarnan, son of Teige, son of Tiarnan More
O'Rourke, a man young in age, but old in hos-

pitality and feats of arms, died.

O'Kane, i. e. Aibhne, the son of Cumaighe, son

of Roderick of the Routes, was drowned in the

Bann ; and Roderick, the son of Manus, son of

Donogh, was appointed his successor.

Meva, the daughter of Hugh Roe O'Donnell,

who was first married to Mac Gille Eoain (Mac
John), of Scotland, and secondly to Donal Cle-

rach O'Kane, a woman who enjoyed this world in

happiness, prosperity, and affluence, and was
highly distinguished in fame and excellence, in

hospitality, and elegant manners, and who spent a

long time in piety at Donegal, died, after perform-

ing many virtuous deeds, in the 87th year of her

age.

Dudley, the son of Niall Oge Mac Sweeney, of

the Mac Sweeneys of Banagh, was slain at the

Babhdhun Maol, by Donal Oge, the son of Maol-

murry ; and that Dudley was a man distinguished

for noble deeds, for personal figure, good manual
action, and hospitality.

Donal, the son of Sorley Buighe, the son of

A.D. 1577.
Tlw Massacre of Mnllaghmast.—The passage above translated

on this subject is as t'olloHS, in the Irish of the Four Masters:

—

" Feall urghranna adhuathmhar do dhenaiuh la GallaihhLaigh-

Alexander, son of John Cathanach, son of Mac
Donnell, was slain by O'Neill.

Onora, the daughter of James Mac Maurice,

son of Thomas, son of the earl (of Desmond), who
was the wife of Pierce Butler, the son of James,

son of Edmond, son of Pierce, died.

The son of Bryan Carrach Mac Cormac was
slain by O'Neill's forces.

Torlogh Mac Anabaidh O'Dwyer (ofTipperary),

an ingenious, intelligent man, died, and was greatly

lamented in his own country.

Mac Gorman, i. e. Thomas Oge, the son of Tho-

mas, son of Malachy Duv (inCarlow or Clare), died,

and his kinsman John was appointed in his place.

Alexander, the son of Calvach, son of Torlogh,

son of John Carrach (Mac Donnell) was slain in

a combat by the son ofTheobald Buighe Mac Jen-

nings, in the gateway of Galway ; and very few of

the sons ofgalloglasses in Ireland at that time w'cre

more opulent, bountiful, and generous than he.

Teige, the son of Murrogh, son of Torlogh, son

of Teige O'Brien, died, although it was not sup-

posed he would have died upon his pillow as he

did, having been so frequently engaged in hard

contested conflicts and dangerous passes, as a he-

roic warrior, a champion in bravery, a bear in ac-

tivity, and unsubdued in valour.

William, the son of Donal Riavach, son ofTeige

Duv O'Kelly, died in Dublin, while on a visit with

captain Malby, and no man of his age in Hy
Maine was more lamented.

O'Callaghan (of Cork, see note on Desmond),

i. e. Donogh, the son of Teige Roe, son of An-
thony, son of Cahir, died, and Ceallachan, the son

of Conor, son of Donogh, was nominated the

O'Callaghan.

A monstrous and abominable treachery was com-

mitted by the English of Leinster and Meath, on

all those of the people of Oflaley and Leix who
were in their alliance, and who had remained imder

their protection, which happened in the following

manner : They were all invited to attend, toge-

ther with as many as they could possibly bring

with them, at the great Rath of MuUach Maistean',

and after they had come to that place, four ranks

ean, agus Jlidhe ar an meid baoi ina rann fein, agus ro an for a
nionchaibh do Uibh Failglie, agus do Laoighis. Ba hamlaidh do
ronnadh ind sin. Ro togairmeadh iad uile dia ttaisbenadh gus an
lion as lia no eaomhsadaois do tliabhairt leo go Raith mhoir Mhul-
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of foot soldiers and of cavalry forces completely

closed round them, who began to slaughter them

indiscriminately, killing them and completely cut-

laigh Mhaistean agus iar roclitain doibh fjus an maigbin sin, Ho
hiadhadh ceithri sreatiia tna nuir tiniceall ima ccuairt do saigli-

diuiribh, agus do mliarcshlua^'Ii, agus ro gabhadh occa ndiubhrac-
cadhgandicheall,occamudhuccbadh,agusoccaniorinharbliughadh
cona teania sceolanga, na elaitheach ass a mbeathaidh diobh."

The place called Mullaghniast is situated in the parish of Xar-
raghmore, partly in the baronies of Kilkea, Narragh, and Rheban,
in the comity of Kildare, witliin about a mile of the town of Bally-
tore, and four or five miles from Athy. The Hill of Mullaghmast
is large, and of considerable height, commanding an extensive pros-

pect of the surrounding country ; on its summit is situated a
circular earthen rampart, very large and high, comprising in the
interior an area of about two acres. This Rath was a strong for-

tress, and the residence of some of the kings or chiefs of Leinster,

in remote times, and according to Seward and other topographers,

it was a place of assembly for the conventions of the states of
Leinster in ancient days, and it may he remarked that Xaas, in

Kildare, was likewise an ancient residence of the kings of Leinster,

and a place where assemblies of the states were convened for legis-

lation and other purposes. Raiba, now Rheban, is mentioned on
the map of Ireland, by the Greek geographer, Ptolemey, in the
second century, as one of the ancient cities of Ireland, and was
situated a few miles from Mullaghmast, near Athy, on the banks
of the Barrow. In the districts adjoining Mullaghmast, are

several sepulchral mounds, the burial places of ancient kings and
warriors, and amongst others may be mentioned the Moat of

Ascul, at which, in A. D. 1316, the forces of the English Pale
were defeated in a great battle by the Irish and Scots, under Ed-
ward Bruce. There are also some great pillar stones, and other
Druidical remains near Mullaghmast, which show it to have been
a place of note in remote ages. Mullach Maistean, or the Hill of
Maistean, is mentioned by the old annalists, and by Keating and
other historians, as the scene of some great battles, particularly

two described at pages 221, 245, in the notes to tliese annals,

on the territory of Leix, which were fought near Maistean,
in the first and second centuries, .\mongst the ancient no-
tices of Mullaghmast may be mentioned the following curious

passage, given in vol. vi. at p. 38, of Hollinshed's Chro-
nicles, written in the reign of Elizabeth :

—" There is also in the
county of Kildare a goodly field, called Mullaghmast, between
the Norragh and Kilkea ; divers blind prophecies run of this

place, that there shall be a bloody field fought there, between the
English inhabitants of Ireland and the Irish ; and so bloody, for-

sooth, it shall be, that a mill in a vale hard i)y it shall run four-

and-twenty hours with the stream of blood that shall pour down
from the hill. In the top of this height stand moats or rundles,
very formally fashioned, where the strength of the English army
shall be encamped. The earl of Sussex being lord lieutenant of
Ireland, was accustomed to wish, that if any prophecy were to be
fulfilled, it should happen in his government, to the end be might
be general of the field." The earl of Sussex- was lord lieutenant
of Ireland in the latter end of the reign of queen Mary, and begin-
ning of that of Elizabeth—about fourteen years before the aifair

at Mullaghmast. .A.n account of the massacre above mentioned
in the text of the Four Masters, is given by various other his-
torians, and the circumstances which led to it were as follows:

—

In the reign of Philip and Mary, A. D. 1558, Thomas Ratclifi'e,

earl of Sussex, lord lieutenant of Ireland, formed the ancient ter-

ritories of 09'aly and Leix into the King's and Queen's Counties,
and the old chiefs, the O'Conors, O'CarroUs, O'.Moores, O'Mul-
loys, Mac Coghlans, O'Dempseys, O'Dunns, &c., were deprived of
most of their hereditary possessions, which were transferred to

various English settlers, as the Bellinghams, Barringtons, Bowens,
Cosbys, Digbys, Hartpoles, Hovendens, Hetheringtons, Rushes,
&c. Many fierce conflicts took place between those British settlers

and the old Irish proprietors at various times, in the reigns of
Mary and Elizabeth. As mentioned by the Four Masters, and
various writers, the Irish chiefs were invited to a friendly con-

ting them off, so that not one of them to tell the

tale escaped from thence alive.

John, the son of James, son of John, son of the

ference at the great Rath of Mullaghmast, where they assembled
to the number of 400, all heads of clans, on Xew year's day, A.D.
1577, in the 19th year of the reign of Elizabeth, as stated by
Rawson in the introduction to his Survey of Kildare, and by vari-

ous other authorities. On assembling in the Rath, the Irish chiefs

were suddenly surrounded by three ranks of horse and foot, and
all massacred ; or, according to some accounts, 399 were slain,

and only one man escaped alive from the slaughter. In Rawson's
Survey of Kildare, published in 1807, are the following passages

respecting this massacre:—" Thirty years since a hole was shown
in the Rath where it was said the heads of the victims were buried

;

at that time it was twenty feet deep, but now nearly closed. The
successful assassins took possession of the properties of the unfor-

tunate gentlemen, 'out in such detestation is that act held by the

country people, that they believe a descendant from the murderers

never saw his son arrive at the age of twenty-one; and, indeed,

the properties so acquired, have melted away, and got into other

hands." According to the accounts of different writers, and the

traditions of the people, the chiefs slain at Mullaghmast were the

O'Conors, O'Moores, O'Dempseys, O'Dowlings, O'Dunns, O'Dor-
ans, O'Kellys, O'Lalors, &c., and likewise some of the Fitzgeralds,

all of whom were heads of clans in Kildare, King's and Queen's
counties. Dr. Curry, in his History of the Civil Wars in Ireland,

gives in the -Appendix a memorial from a MS., the original of

which is in the library of Trinity College, Dublin, and was written

by Captain Thomas Lee, or Leigh, an officer under the govern-
ment, in A.D. 1594, being the 37th year of the reign of Elizabeth,

at which time sir William Fitzwilliam was lord deputy. This
memorial, drawn up by Captain Lee, was addressed to queen
Elizabeth, and is entitled " A Brief Declaration of the Govern-
ment of Ireland, kc.j showing its corruptions and discovering the

causes of the discontents of the Irishry." After enumerating vari-

ous acts of cruelty and misgovernment committed against the

Irish, and condemning the course pursued by various governors, he
thus alludes to the massacre of Mullaghmast :

—" They have
drawn unto them, by Protection, three or four hundred of those
country people, under colour to do your majesty service, and
brought them to a place of meeting, where your garrison soldiers

were appointed to be, who have there most dishonourably put
them all to the sword ; and this hath been by the consent and
practice of the lord deputy for the time being." The lord deputy
at that time was sir Henry Sidney. Fynes Morrison, who was
secretary to the lord deputy Mountjoy, in the reign of Elizabeth,

in his History of Ireland (folio edition, p. 3.) as quoted in Curry's

Civil Wars, chap. iii. thus speaks on this subject :
—" After the

19th year of queen Elizabeth, viz. Anno 1577, the lords of Con-
naught and O'Rourke made a composition for their lands with sir

Nicholas Malby, governor of that province, wherein they were
content to yield the queen so large a rent, and such services, both

of labourers to work upon occasion of fortifying, and of horse and
foot to serve upon occasion of war, that their minds seemed not

yet to be alienated from their wonted awe and reverence to the

crown of England
;
yet, in that same year, an horrihle massacre

was committed by the English at Mullaghmastan, on some hundreds
of the most peaceable of the Irish gentry, invited thither on the

public faith, and under the protection of government." Leland, in

his History of Ireland, in the reign of Elizabeth, at .'V.D. 1573,
speaking of the murder of O'Neill of Clannaboy, by the earl of

Essex, says, in reference to the massacre of Mullaghmast, as re-

corded in the Irish annals—" In like manner these aimals assure

us, that a few years after, the Irish chiefs of the King's and
Queen's counties were invited, by the English, to a treaty of ac-

commodation, but when they arrived at tlie place of conference,

tliey were instantly surrounded by troops, and all butchered on
the spot. Such relations would be more suspicious if these annals,

in general, expressed great virulence against the English and their

government, but they do not appear to diiFer essentially from the

printed histories, except in the minuteness with which they record
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earl (of Desmond) was taken prisoner in Cork by

the president, William Drury, and was sent to

Dublin, and confined in the same place with Rick-

ard Burke, earl of Clanrickard, and it was not made

known what was the cause. The sons of that earl

of Clanrickard came on peaceable terms with the

English, but were at war with the people of Tho-

mond.

The same president came to Thomond a fort-

night before the festival of St. John, with a large

.

force of English, and of the nobles of the two pro-

vinces of Munster, and held a court at Ennis for

eight days. The Dalcassians having refused to

go under tribute to the sovereign, he left a mar-

shal, with a violent rash force, to bring them under

subjection. The president afterwards returned to

Limerick, and commenced beheading the chiefs

and common people in the neighbouring cantreds

of Limerick, and amongst those was Murrogh, the

son of Murtogh, son of Mahon, son of Donogh,

son of Bryan Duv O'Brien, the most distinguished

man, in fame and excellence, of the heirs of Carrick-

agonnell and Aherlow.

The earl of Thomond. i. e. Conor, the son of

Donogh, son of Conor O'Brien, went to England

to complain to the queen of his troubles and op-

pression, and he obtained a patent for his estate

and towns, and of most of the church livings of

Thomond, and a general pardon for his people
;

he returned about Christmas, after receiving great

honour and respect from the sovereign, and he

thought himself that he had obtained his estate,

from that time forth fi-ee from the unjust jurisdic-

tion of any officers, but, however, the marshal,

before the earl's return, exercised severe oppres-

sion on the people, so that they were compelled to

go under taxes to the queen, viz., ten pounds from

the local transactions and adventures of the Irish; and sometimes
they expressly condemn their countrymen for their rebellions

against their prince." Mac Geogliegan, in his History of Ire-

land, at A.D. 1577, appears to allude to Mullaghmast in the fol-

lowing passage :
—" Francis Coshy being appointed governor of

Leix, ruled that country as a true tyrant; his son, Alexander,
equal to him in cruelty, wreaked liis vengeance on inoffensive

Catholics, for tlie hard treatment lie had received from O'Moore.
Having convened a meeting of the principal inhabitants in the
castle of Mollnch, under pretence of the public welfare, he had
them all murdered by assassins, posted there for the purpose,
violating thereby all honour and public faith. One liundred and
eighty men of the family of O'Moore, with many others, were put
to death on this occasion." Dr. Curry, in his History of the Civil
Wars (chap, iii.) quotes the following account from a translation

each barony ; and that M'as the first tribute of the

Dalcassians.

A contention arose between the earl of Des-

mond, i.e. Gerald, the son of James, son of John,

and Fitzmaurice of Kerry, namely, Thomas, son of

Edmond, son of Thomas, and the earl took Bally-

Mic-an-Chaim (in Kerry), from Fitzmaurice. The
young abbot O'Torna having joined the earl, was
killed in the castle door of Lixnaw, by a ball shot

after the earl had entered the castle, and had there

been no other evil done between them than the

death of that abbot, the loss would have been great

enough. A great number of Fitzmamice's people

were killed and drowned the same day ; they car-

ried on this conflict for a considerable time, until at

length theymade peace,and Bally-Mic-an-Chaim to-

gether with his prisoners, were delivered up to Fitz-

maiu"ice, with an immense deal of kine and horses.

Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh, the son of John
Buighe Mac Mahon (of Monaghan), went to plun-

der the people of Mac Mahon, and Mac Mahon
himself, namely Art, the son of Bryan of the Early

Rising, the son of Redmond, son of Glaisne ; and

Hugh was slain by Mac Mahon, and his people, and
it is doubtful if any ofthe ClanColla in his time was
more to be lamented,and in fame and renown he was
not inferior to him by whom he had been slain.

A wonderful star appeared in the south-east in

the first month of winter, from which extended a

long sloping tail, in the form of a bow ofeiiulgent

brilliancy, whose light illumined the earth all

around, and the firmament above ; and this star

was visible in all parts of western Europe, and
astonished all persons in general. (This was a co-

met which appeared in this year).

James Macmaurice was in France this year like-

wise.

of an Irish MS., furnished by Charles O'Conor, of Belanagare :

—

" The Kalends of January, on Tuesday, 1577. In this year, the

English of Leinster and Meath committed horrid murders on such
of the O'Moores, O'Conors, and others of the King's and Queen's
counties as kept the peace, sued for protection, and held no cor-

respondence with those of their kindred who still stood out in

arms against the English government. The English published a
proclamation, inviting all the well-affected Irish to an uiterview

on the Rathmore, at Mullaghmast, engaging at the same time for

their security, and that no evil was intended. In consequence of

this engagement, the well-afTected came to the Rathmore afore-

said, and soon after tliey were assembled, they found themselves

surrounded by tliree or four lines of English and Irish, horse and
foot, completely accoutred, by wliom they were ungenerously

attacked, and cut to pieces, so that not a single man escaped."
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HE son of O'Neill, i. e.

Henry, the son of Torlogh,

son of Niall Conallach, son

of Art, son of Con, march-

ed with a force into Tii--

connell against the son of

0'Gallagher,namely Maol-

coba, the son of Cahir,

son ofTorlogh Oge ; when

his forces had proceeded

to carry otFprey, and to plunder the town, it hap-

pened that the son of O'Gallagher was at that time

outside of the town, and having attacked the young

chief, who had been left with a small portion of his

party, he gave him no quarter, but immediately

put him to the sword and slew him on the spot

;

it would have been better for the Eugenians that

they had not gone on that expedition.

Mac Clancy of Dartry (in Leitrim), namely, Ca-

thal Duv, the son of Feredach, died, and his son,

Cathal Oge, succeeded in his place.

O'Byrne (of Wicklow), namely, Teige Oge, died

at an advanced age ; and Dunlang, the son of Ed-

mond O'Byrne, was nominated the O'Byrne.

O'Duigenan of Killronan, namely, Dolbh, the

son of Dubhthach, chief professor of Tirerrill (in

Sligo), a learned historian, and a man who kept a

house of general hospitality, a man of conviviaUty,

cheerfulness, and affability, died, and his son Maol-

murry succeeded in his place.

Rory Oge,' the son of Rory Caoch, son of Co-

A.D. 1578.

1. Rory Oge O'Moore.—An account of the O'Moores, princes and

lords of Leix, in Queen's county and Kildare, and descendants of

the renowned warrior Conall Kearnach, chief of tlie Red-branch
knights of Ulster, has been given at p. 247 in these notes; they

were celebrated chiefs, famous for their valour in their contests

with the English, and made frequent incursions into their posses-

sions, and plundered the Pale, to which the annalists allude in the

above passage. This Rory Oge O'Moore defeated the English

forces in several engagements, and maintained his independence for

many years in the reigns of Mary and Elizabeth, and recovered

a great part of the territory of Leix, possessed by his ancestors,

which he held to the time of his death. In thecourseof his various

conflicts with the Hartpoles, Cosbys, and other British settlers, he

plundered the English settlements, and burned the towns of Naas,
Leighlin-Bridge, Carlow, Rathcoole, &c., and took great preys

and spoils in Kilkenny. In 1578, O'Moore was surprised in one

of bis fastnesses in the woods by a party of the forces of Bryan
Fitzpatrick, baron of Upper Ossory, who had joined the English,

and after a determined conflict with superior numbers, Rory was
mortally wounded, and died on the 30th of June. The lord deputy.

nail O'Moore, fell by the hand of Bryan Oge, the

son of Bryan Mac Gillpatrick, and that Rory was

the chief spoiler and insurgent ofthe men of Ireland

in his time, and no one was was disposed to fire a

shot ao-ainst the crown for a long time after him.

Pierce Butler, the son ofJames, son of Edmond,

son of Pierce, died, and he was of the ancient no-

bihty of the English of Munster.

O'Caliaghan, i. e. Callaghan, the son of Conor,

son of Donogh, son of Teige Roe, was drowned in

Avonmore (the river Blackwater, in Cork), and it

was a loss to his reputation that he had departed

before he spent an entire year in the enjoyment of

his patrimony, between the death of his grand-

father and his drowning ; the son of the prior

O'Caliaghan, namely, Conor of the Rock, the son

of Dermod, son of Teige Roe, son of Anthony, son

of Cahir, was appointed his successor.

Slaney, the daughter of Torlogh, son of Teige,

son of Torlogh, son of Bryan of the Battle of Ne-

nagh (O'Brien), died ; she was the wife of Bi-yan,

the son of Donogh Bacach, son of Murrogh Caoch,

son of Bryan Mac Mahon (of Clare), and a woman
who spent her life without reproach, until she died

at an advanced age.

Sioda, the son of Mac Con, son of Sioda, son of

Mac Con, son of Sioda ( Mac Namara), tanist of

the eastern portion of Clan Cuilein(in Clare), was

slain on Slieve Eachtge, while in pursuit of a prey,

which was earned off by the kerns of Clanrickard.

O'Heyne, i. e. Roderick ofthe oak-wood, the son

of Flann, son of Conor, son of Flann, died ; he was

a man eminent for hospitality and feats of arms.

sir Henry Sydney, as mentioned in Lodge's Peerage on the baroHs

of Ossory, in one of his dispatches states that the baron of Ossory

was offered one thousand marks, due by proclamation on the head

of O'Moore, but he only accepted one hundred pounds, which he

divided amongst his men, for their present reward and future en-

couragement. Amongst the heroic actions of Rory O'Moore, Mac
Geoghegan and others mention that on one occasion, having been

betrayed and surprised by night at his residence in the woods by

Robert Hartpole, at the head of two hundred of the English, the

valiant O'Moore alone performed the amazing exploit of cutting

his way through their ranks with his sword, and escaped insafety.

His son Owen, generally called Owny Mac Rory O'Moore, was
also a very valiant chieftain, and a celebrated commander in the

wars against Elizabeth ; he defeated the English forces in many
engagements, in one of which, in the year 1599, he cut off a great

number of the troops of the earl of Essex, in a defile in their pro-

gress through Leuister, at a place called from that circumstance

Beama-Cleittgh,i\^if\mg the Pass of Plumes, from the great

quantity of plumes left there, which were worn in the helmets of

the English knights who were slain.
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from early life to his end ; his brothei-'s son, i. e.

Owen Mantach, the son ofEdmond, was appointed

in his place.

Myler, the son of Walter, son of John, son of

Myler Burke, sheriff of the county of Mayo, was

killed at Caslen-na-Helle (the castle of the Neale,

in the barony of Kilmain, in Mayo), in a nocturnal

attack made by his kinsman, Edmond, the son of

Thomas of the Rain, the son of Myler, in conse-

quence of some controversy which happened be-

tween them at an assembly on the previous day.

Leitrim of Muintir Eoluis was taken by an Eng-

lish captain ofthe people of Nicholas Malby, from

O'llourke, in the spring of this year, and Droma-

haire was demolished by O'Rourke, i. e. Bryan, son

of Bryan, son ofOwen. Leitrim was afterwards left

by the English in possession of the sons of Teige

O'Rourke ; but shortly after that the same town

was taken by O'Rourke, with the permission of the

English, and despite of the sons of Teige.

Sir Henry Sydney, lord justice of Ireland, went

to England in November, and was accompanied

thither by captain Malby, and was succeeded by

William Drury, president of the two provinces of

Munster. The lord justice took along with him

the earl of Clanrickard, namely, Rickard, the son

of Ulick, son of Rickard, son of Ulick, and his son

William Burke, to bring them before the English

council.

The earl of Kildare, namely, Gerald, the son of

Gerald, who had been under arrest in England for

two or three years before that time, came to Ireland

about Christmas.

Thomas, the son of Patrick, son of Oliver Plun-

kett, lord of Lughmaighe (Louth), was slain by

Mac Mahon, namely Art, the son of Bryan of

the Early Rising, the son of Redmond, son of

Glaisne.

The seneschal of the county ofWexford, through

treacheiy, appointed to hold a conference with

Fiacha Mac Hugh(O'Byrne), the son of Redmond,

son of John of Glcann Maoilughra (Glenmalure, in

Wicklow) ; Fiacha discovered that it was through

treachery the seneschal appointed that conference,

and he therefore formed a counter plot against

him, and slew one hundred of the young men and
chiefs of the country, with many of the common
soldiers.

Bryan, the son of Cahir Cavanagh (of Carlow),

the son of Art, son of Dennod Lamhdearg (the

Red-handed), died.

John, the son ofDonal, son of Thomas, son of

Teige Mac Clancy, chief professor in Brehonism

to the earl of Desmond, died ; and there was not

a Brehon (or judge), of a territory in Ireland at

that time ^vho had a better landed property and
mansion than he had.

The earl of Clanrickard was still in confinement

in London.

A.D. 1579

Donal, the son of Conor, son of Torlogh, son of

Teige, son of Torlogh, son of Bryan of the Battle

of Nenagh O'Brien, died, in the 65th year of his

age, after a long infirmity, an approved repentance,

and having gained the victory over the world and

men ; he was interred with honour and solemnity

in the monastery of Ennis, and his son Torlogh

was appointed his successor ; and it was to record

his death the following was composed :

" One thousand five hundred, the record is right,

Together with nine and seventy years,

From tlie incarnation of tlie son of God
To the death of Donal, who was free from fault."

Onora, the daughter of Donogh, the son of Co-

nor, sou of Torlogh, son of Teige O' Brien, died,

and she was greatly lamented in Leth Mogha.
Sir Edward Fitton, the treasurer, died.

Roland Eustace, the son of Thomas, son of

Richard, died.

Hugh, the son of John, son of Redmond, son of

John, son of Hugh, son of Donal Glas, died, and

he was the chief of the branch of Raghnall, and lord

of Glenmalure ; he was a warrior and spoiler

against the neighbouring English and Irish. (This

was Hugh O'Byrne of Wicklow, chief of the branch

of Rannal, from whom the name Ranelagh was de-

rived).

O'Shaughnessy, i. e. Dermod Riavach, the son

of Dermod, son of William, son of John Buighe,

and his brother's son William, the son of GioUa

Duv, son of Dermod, fell by each other's hands in

a treacherous attack made by O'Shaughnessy on

William in the vicinity of Ard Maoldubhain
;

William was slain on the spot, and O'Shaughnessy

was wounded, of which he died soon after ; John,

the son of Gilladuff, was after that nominated the

O'Shaughnessy.
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Torlogh of the Wooden Leg, the son of Maol-

murry, son of Donogh, son of Torlogh, son of Ro-

derick Mac Sweeney, fell by the hand of Bryan
Ballach, the son of Maolmurry, son of Donogh,

son of Bryan Mac Sweeney, at the gate of Cork.

Captain Malby returned to Ireland, with gi-eat

presents from the sovereign.

Bryan-na-mBarog, the son of Maolmurry, son of

Donogh Mac Sweeney, brother of Torlogh before

mentioned, died.

James, the son of Maurice Duv, son of John,

son of Tliomas, son of the earl (of Desmond), re-

turned from France ; and it was rumoured that

he liad come with a greater number of ships than

he had actually brought ; he landed at Oilean-in-

Oir, near Daingean-Ui-Chuis, in Kerry. The earl

of Desmond was at this time encamped at Cuillean-

O-gCuanaigh, where he had commenced to erect a
j

castle, and having heard of the arrival of that fleet

in Kerry, he went to see it. The chiefmarshal of

the two provinces of Munster, by name Arthur

Carter and Master Davidh, and all of the queen's

people in Munster also proceeded to that fleet, as

did likewise the kinsmen of the earl of Desmond,
the two young sons of James, son of John, son of

Thomas, namely, John and James Oge, and they

were in confederacy with James Mac Maurice, and

they made an attack by night upon the marshal

and Master Davidh at Tralee, and they beheaded

them while lying on their couches and beds ; they

then brought James on shore, and all went to the

woods of Claen-glais and Coill More. James, soon

A.D. 1579.

1 . Landing of tlie SpnnitiriLi iind death ofMac Maurice.—The
celebrated James Mac Maurice, so often mentioned at this period,

was James Fitztterald, son of sir Maurice Fitzgerald, wlio was
hrallier of James, the fifteenth earl of Desmond. James Mac
Maurice is called by various writers Fitzmaurice, which has led to

some mistakes about him, and he has been sometimes confounded
with the family of Fitzmaurice, earls of Kerry. The following

particulars of the afTairs above-mentioned in the Annals, have been
collected from Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, Mac Geoghegan's Ire-

land, Lodge's Peerage, and various other sources. James Mac
Maurice, in conjunction with his cousin Gerald Fitzgerald, six-

teenth earl of Desmond, and several others of the nobility and
chiefs of Munster, having resisted the Reformation, and taken up
arms against queen Elizabeth, became the military leaders of
that province, and make a remarkable figure in the course of these

Annals. Mac Maurice was a very valiant commander, and du-
ring a period of about ten years, as a leader in Munster, had va-
rious tierce conflicts with the English forces ; he went to France in

1576, and having remained there for about two years endeavouring
to obtain some troops from king Henry III., in which, however,
he did not succeed, he went from thence to Rome, where, Mac
Geoghegan says, he was received with distinction by Pope Gregory

after landing, proceeded from these woods on his

first expedition, with all his horse and foot forces,

throughthecentreof Hy-Conaill-Gabhra and Clan-

William, and they began to plunder every place

through which they passed. The people of the

country collected and assembled to pursue them,
and first of all came the sons of WiUiam Burke, son

of Edmond, namely Theobald and Ulick, and Theo-
bald dispatched messengers to the territory of Aes
Greine, requesting Mac I-Brien of Ara to come
to expel the traitor from the country. Mac I-

Brien sent a force of galloglasses and giom-
anachs (common soldiers), to Theobald ; these then

pursued the warlike troops, and overtook James,
who had halted in a dense solitai-y wood to wait

their approach, and an engagement ensued between

these respective forces in which James was struck

in the hollow of his chest by the shot of a ball,

which caused his death; but, however, he defeated

those warlike forces who pursued him. A lament-

able loss took place there, for Theobald Burke was
slain, a young warrior who was a worthy heir to

an earldom, in valour, in command of a force, and
in his knowledge of the English language, and of

the ancient Irish. James Mac Maurice had not

passed far from the field of battle when the weak-

ness of death came over him, upon which he made
his will in a few words, and ordered his faithful

people, that on his death they would cut off his

head, in order that his enemies might not discover

him, so as to recognise or mutilate him.'

The lord justice of Ireland, sir William Drury,

XIII. ; at Rome he becaiue acquainted with Cornelius O'Mulrian,
or O'Rian, titular bishop of Killaloe, and also with a gentleman
named Thomas Stukely, an Englishman, who was supposed to be a
natural son of king Henry VIII., but nothing certain was known
as to his family ; he was a military adventurer, and appears to

have been a man of considerable abilities. At this time Philip II.,

king of Spain, who had been married to Mary, queen of England,
was at variance with Elizabeth, and in conjunction with the Pope,
according to Cox, prepared troops to assist the Irish Catholics,

and "2000 men, according to Mac Geoghegan, were raised in the
states of the church for the expedition to Ireland, under the com-
mand of Hercules de Pise; Stukely was also appointed as one of
the commanders, and, according to Co.v, he had conferred on him
the titles of Marquess of Leinster, earl of Wexford, and Carlow,
viscount Murrogh, and baron of Ross ; and, at the head of 800 sol-

diers, set sail from Civitta Vecchia, in the Papal states, for Lisbon,

where it was appointed he should meet James Mac Maurice, with
other forces raised in Spain and Portugal. Stukely, on his arrival

with his fleet at Lisbon, instead of coming to Ireland, was induced
to join Sebastian, king of Portugal, who was then preparing for an
expedition to Africa; on their arrival in Africa, a fierce battle was
fought, in which three kings were slain, namely, Sebastian, king
of Portugal, and his ally Mahomet, son of Abdallab, king of Fez,

3s2
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was at that time in great Corlc of Munster, and the

earl of Kildare and sir Nicholas Malby, with their

forces, were along with him there ; they proceeded

to Limerick, and encamped in the neighbourhood

of Kilmallock; the earl of Desmond waited on

them, and endeavoured to convince them that he

had no part in bringing over James Mac Maurice,

nor in any of the evil deeds committed by his

kinsmen, and he gave his only son and heir to the

lord justice as security for his allegiance and loyalty

to the crown of England. The earl was promised

that his country should not thenceforth be spoiled,

but although promised, it was not fulfilled, for his

people and cattle were afterwards destroyed, and

his corn and dwellings were burned. The lord jus-

tice then departed from the camp at Kilmallock,

accompanied by three or four captains, and four

hundred English and Irish soldiers, to search the

great wood in expectation of discovering some ofthe

enemy ; it so happened that they encountered the

young sons of the earl of Desmond, namely, John

and James Oge, at Gort-na-Tiobrad, where a fierce

engagement ensued between them, in which the

lord justice's foi'ces were defeated, and three of

their captains were slain, namely, captain Herbert,

captain Eustace, and captainSpris (Price), together

with three hundred of their men, and the remnant

fled with the tidings to the camp. The lord jus-

tice after that removed his camp to Belatha-na-

nDeise, in the very centre of Cliu of Mai, the

and Abinielpc, king of Morocco; Stukely, and the greater part of

the Italians, fell in this battle fighting under the standard of Se-

bastian. Mac Maurice having eouie from Spain to Portugal,

found with indignation tliat his cause liad been betrayed by

Stukely ; he collected the remnant of the Italians who had re-

turned from Africa, and beingjoined by some Cantabrians, and a

few Knglish and Irish exiles, he set sail for Ireland, and landed at

Smerwick in Kerry, in the latter end of July, 1579, with three

ships, and a small force, only amounting to about eighty or one

hundred men ; he was accompanied by Nicholas Saunders, an

English ecclesiastic, who was appointed the Pope's Nuncio or Le-

gate in Ireland, and by another ecclesiastic named Allen. The
place where Mac Maurice landed was called .\rduacant, in the har-

bour of Smermick, in the west of Kerry ; and in the harbour is a

small rocky island which foruis a natural fortress ; this is the place

mentioned above in the Annals, under the name of Oilean-an-Oir,

or the island of the Gold, and the fortress erected there by another
body of the Spaniards who arrived in the following year was called

Fort del Or. Daingean-I-Chuis, mentioned in the text, is Dingle-

1-Couch, or Dingle, from which the harbour of Smerwick is about
six or eight miles distant ; the other places mentioned in the text

are Hy-Conaill-Gabhra, now the two baronies of Connello, in

Limerick, and the woods of Claenglais were about the same place,

on the borders of Limerick and Kerry, where the battle wasfought.
James Mac Maurice, on his arrival in Ireland, was joined by the
forces of his cousins, sir John of Desmond, and sir James Fitz-

son of Ugaine (in the baronies of Connello, county

of Limerick), where he took his death-sickness,

and he left captain Malby to carry on the war

against the Geraldines, and he himaelf was con-

veyed in a carriage to Waterford, where he died.

The lord justice selected at the court of Dublin

to succeed him was a gentleman of the queen's

people, who had arrived that very week, namely,

sir William Pelham, who had come for the purpose

of defending the territory of Bregia, Meath, and

the English Pale, against the O'Neills and the

Irish of the North of Ireland and of Leinster,

whilst the lord justice who died, and captain Mal-

by, had been engaged in bringing the people of

Munster to subjection. The earl of Ormond came

to Ireland the same week, after a sojourn of three

years in England. Captain Malby, after the death

of the lord justice, proceeded to Limerick to re-

model his army, and procure provisions for his sol-

diers, and from thence he went to Easgebtene

(Askeaton, in Limerick), and it happened to be the

very day on which the young sons of the earl of

Desmond came into the county of Limerick to fight

and make captures. They and the captain met each

other front to front, although they could have shun-

ned and avoided him ; a fierce conflict took place

between them, and the captain's people bravely

encountered and fought the Irish forces, and at

length defeated them ; and Thomas, the son of

John Oge, son of John, son of Thomas, son of the

yerald, his brother, who, with their troops, attacked the English

garrison at Tralee, whicli they dispersed, and slew Henry Davell,

who is above mentioned under the name of Davidli, and also Car-

ter, the other commander. Mac Maurice's three ships were ta-

ken by captain Courtnay, and he himself intending to proceed to

Connaught to raise more forces, was in his progress, as above men-
tioned in the text, attacked by the Burkes of Clanwilliam and

Castle Connell, in Limerick, and by Mac I-Brien of Ara, in Tip-

perary, who were on the side of the queen ; and both parlies hav-

ing encountered, had a fierce conflict in the barony of Connello in

Limerick. Mac Maurice gained the victory, but he was mortally

wounded, and, according to Mac Geoghegan, he slew in the en-

gagement, with his own hand, Theobald Burke, cleaving his head

with a single blow ; Burke's brothers also fell, and queen Eliza-

beth, to console sir William Burke for the loss of his sons, settled

on him a yearly pension of 200 marks, and created him baron of

Castleconnell. The valiant Mac Maurice died in six Iiours after

the engagement, and when he found he was mortally wounded, he

made the remarkable request that his friends would, as soon as he
died, cut ofi'his head that his body might not be recognised and
mutilated by his enemies j it does not appear wiiether they com-
plied with his singular request, but it is stated by Lodge and
others, that his body being found by the English, was hanged upon
the market-place of Kilmallock. A further account of tiie second
landing and massacre of the Spaniards in Kerry, in 1580, is given

under that year.
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earl, and Owen, the son of Edmond Oge, son of

Edmond, son ofTorlogh Mac Sheehey, along with

a great number of the constables of the Clan Shee-

hy, and also many of the party of the sons of the

earl, were slain. A vast deal of booty, consisting

of arms and accoutrements, fell into the hands of

the captain's party on that occasion. It was at

Aonach Beag that battle was fought, and tlie cap-

tain remained nearly a week after that at Askeaton,

during which time the Geraldines daily threatened

to give him battle, but however they did not do so.

The captain having demolished the monastery of

the town proceeded from thence to Adare, where

he remained, to bring the neighbouring people un-

der subjection, until the new lord justice, sir Wil-

liam Pelham, the earl of Kildare, and the earl of

Ormond, had arrived to relieve him, and they all

encamped in Connello. The earl of Desmond did

not join them on that occasion, for his estate was

completely spoiled, and its inhabitants were awfully

plundered, although it had been promised him be-

fore that his country should not be spoiled.^

When the earl had joined his kinsmen, the re-

solution the English came to was, to gan-ison his

towns, viz., Loughgair, Rathmore, Castlemuiiusin,

Adare, and Kilmallock (all in Limerick), and they

2. Battles of Gortnatlbrid and Malnistir Nenay, S,c.—In

1579, on tlie death of James Mac Maurice, as before stated, liis

cousins, sir John of Desmond, and James Fitztjerald his brotlier,

became the cliief commanders of the Irish in Munster. Tiie lord

deputy, sir \A'iUiam Urury, marched with liis forces to Munster,
accompanied liy Bagnall, Malby, Wingfield, Fitton, Masterson,and

other commanders, and was also joined by the earl of Kildare, the

Butlers, lords of Ormond, Mountgarrett, and Dunboyne,and Fitz-

patrick, baron of Ossory. On arriving at Kilmallock, the deputy
requested the earl of Desmond, and others whose loyalty he sus-

pected, to ct>me to his camp j Desmond came, and was delivered

into the custody of the lord marshal, but soon after set at liberty,

throu';h fear of his brother, sir John of Desmond, who was en-

camped with his forces at Slievelogher in Kerry. The deputy
proposed to attack sir John of Desmond, who collected liis forces

from Kerry and from Connello, in Limerick, andadvanced to meet
the deputy's troops j Desmond posted himself in the castle of

Gortantibrid, in the barony of Connello, in Limerick, near a forest

called the Blackwood, according to Mac Geoghegan, and both

parties having encountered, had a sharp engagement, in which the

English forces were defeated, and three hundred of them slain,

together witli two of their captains, Herbert and Price, and the

victory was gained chiefly by means of an ambuscade placed in

the wood by John of Desmond.
Soon after fresh forces came from England, under captains Ca-

rew, Bourcliier, Dowdall, ice, and sir Joh.i Perrott arrived at

Cork with six .^hips to protect the coast. The lord deputy Drury
retired to Watcrford, where, from the fatigues of his campaign,
he soon after died, in September, 1579. Sir Nicholas Malby was
appointed marshal of the forces in Munster, and having collected

his troops, amounting according to Cox, to more than 1000 men,
he marched against sir John of Desmond, who was encamped near

themselves returned to their homes. The entire

country, however, was not in a tranquil state, from

Luachair Deadhaidh (in Kerry), to the river Suir,

and from Ceann Febrad (in Limerick), to the

Shannon, for there was not a fortress or town, any

corn, or dwelling, between those places, to which

the sons of the earl had come, that they did not

demolish, destroy, burn, and completely consume
by fire, lest the English should possess them ; and

the English, in retaliation against the Geraldines,

left not a house or dwelling, a rick, or corn-stack

in their course, that they did not destroy after the

same manner, so that the country was laid waste

between them without corn or dwellings. After

this the earl of Desmond, and his kinsmen, with

all they could muster together, proceeded to devas-

tate by fire and sword Roche's and Barry's coun-

tries in Hy Liathain and Imokilly (in the baronies

of Barrymore and Imokilly, county of Cork) ; they

encamped before Eochoille (Youghal), and at

length took the town, and immense were its wealth

and treasures ; the Geraldines seized upon every

thing they could lay hold on of its riches, except

as much of the gold and silver as the merchants

and burgesses had sent away in boats, before the

town was taken. Many poor and needy persons

Crooni, in Limerick, and both parties having encountered, had a
severe conflict, in which great numbers were slain on each side

;

Mac Geoghegan says tliat Desmond remained master of the field

of battle, with the cannon and baggage; and Cox says that the

Irish lost 260 men ; and, according to other accounts, nearly the

same number of the English were slain. This battle was fought,

according to the text of the Four Masters, at a place called Aon-
ach Bear/, and it is called by various other writers the battle of

Monastervenay, being fought adjoining the celebrated Cistercian

monastery of that name near Croom, in the county of Limerick;
and it is stated that the abbot of the monastery was at the engage-
ment on the side of Desmond, and also Father Allen, before men-
tioned, who was killed in the conflict, and liis body was found

amongst the slain, with the consecrated banner grasped firmly in

his hand. Some of the Irish and Italian soldiers in this engage-
ment took refuge in tlie abbey, which the Enj^lish with their can-

non afterwards destroyed, and demolished its walls, but some ruins

still remaining show its former magnificence. The earl of Des-
mond, it is said, was a spectator of the battle fro.n a neighbouring

hill, but did not join his brother's forces, and retired to liis castle

of Askeaton. The troops of sir John of Desmond, according to

Mac Geoghegan, next marched towards Aherlow, in Tipperary,

and defeated in their progress the English garrison of Kilmallock,

which had sallied out to attack them. Desmond also defeated ten

English battalions at a place called Gurt-im- Pki, or the Field of

the Peas ; be next made incursions into Ormond, and defeated all

the forces of the Butlers, and their English allies, in a fierce con-

flict at the //(H o/A'HO(;*-iJ(/^"«n, in Tipperary, a place situate

between Cashel and Cahir, where there is a great mound ; and it

was celebrated as a residence of some of the kings of Munster in

remote ages.
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became enriched, and the rich became poor by the

spoils of that town. Gloom was cast over the sun-

shine of that town by the Geraldines, and they de-

molished its coui-ts and castles, and its stone and

wooden buildings, so that it was not inhabitable for

a long period after that,and it was at Christmas pre-

cisely these atfairs took place. The earl of Ormond

marched with a powerful force in the same week

into the country of the Geraldines, and arrived at

Newcastle, and he can-ied away every thing he

laid hold on in the country, both flocks and cattle,

and returned back without fight or conflict, because

the earl and his kinsmen were at that time in Kerry.

Conall Buighe, the son of Gillpatrick, son of

Pierce O'Moore, was slain at Birr, in the territory

of Ely, and it was well he was killed, for it was to

plunder the town he had gone there.

Oliver Roe, the son of John-na-Beinne, son of

John Roe, son of John of the Teeth (Burke), died.

The earl of Clanrickard was still in England

this year.

A. D. 1580.

Conor, the son of Donogh, son of Conor, son of

Torlogh, son ofTeige, son of Torlogh, son of Bryan

of the Battle ofNenagh O'Brien, earl of Thomond,

who was the first of the race of Cormac Cas who

succeeded his father over the portion of Munster

belonging to the tribe of Lughaidh Meann, a junior

M ho took and regulated the government of his pa-

trimony from the hands of his senior, according to

the rules, laws, and ordinances of the sovereign of

England, died in the meridian of his age, having

completed forty-five years and a halffrom his birth

to his death, of which he spent twenty-two years

and a half in the chief government of his tribe, and

in the command of his people, as the following

verse certifies

:

" Twenty years lie had been, and five half years in full,

An earl over the land of Adhar, a champion like Conn was
Conor."

That Conor was interred in the monastery of

Ennis, and his son Donogh was appointed in his

place.

Mac William Burke, i.e. John, the son of Oliver,

son of John, a man of generosity and great afflu-

ence, who prefeiTed peace to war, and who always

aided the sovereign, died ; and Richard of the Iron,

the son of Edmond, son of Ulick, assumed the go-

vernment in place of John, without the permission

of the sovereign.

The son of O'Donnell, i. e. Cathbhar, the son of

Manus, son of Hugh Duv, son of Hugh Roe, ta-

nist ofTirconnell, a man distinguished for his great

donations and hospitality, the patron of the exiles,

and of the professors of the schools of the North

of Ireland, died on the loth of October, in his own
residence, at ScarifF Sholais, and was interred at

Donegal.

O'Beirne (of Roscommon), i. e. Teige Oge, the

son ofTeige, son of Carbry, son of IMalachy, a man
eminent in learning, in music, and in the canon

law, died, and was buried at Elpliin, and his brother

Carbry succeeded in his place.

The son of Mac Donogh of Tirerrill (in Sligo),

namely, Murrogli, the son of Cathal, son of Owen,

a spirited and convivial sportsman, who was fierce

to an enemy, but kind to a friend, died.

Teige Riavach, the son of Owen, son of Conor,

son of Teige O'Dowd (of Sligo), died.

Donal, the son of Teige, son of Cono»0'Brien,

died, and was interred in the monastery of Ennis.

Owen, son of Tuathal Balbh O'Gallagher, dean

of Raphoe, died on the 22nd day of the month of

October.

The son of Mac Geoghegan, namely, Rossa, the

son of Conla, son of Conor, son of Laighne, was

unkindredly slain by his brother Bryan ; it was

surprising how small the inheritance of Kinel Fi-

acha was then, for Rossa was no more than a plain

gentleman ; he was, how^ever, lamented by the

greater portion of the men of Ireland. The father

of those sons was taken prisoner by the lord justice,

for it was rumoured that he was concerned in that

fratricide.

James Oge, the son ofJames, son of John, son of

Thomas the earl (of Desmond), in the course of his

insurrection made a predatoiy incursion into Mus-

kerry (in^Cork), but Cormac, the son of Teige, son

of Cormac Oge, son of Cormac, son of Teige Mac
Carthy, lord of the country, collected all his forces

together to oppose him that night, and Cormac

having been informed that James had passed him

into the country, proceeded to a certain place by

which he expected James wovdd pass, and having

perceived James coming towards him with a prey,

he attacked and slew and destroyed the greater

portion of his people ; James himself was taken
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and sent to Cork to be imprisoned, where he re-

mained confined for nearly two months, occupied

in preparing himself for death every day, repenting

of his sins, and imploring forgiveness for his trans-

gressions. At the end of that time a written or-

der was sent from the lord justice and the council

of Dublin to the Mayor of Cork, commanding
him to have that noble young man executed, quar-

tered, and cut into pieces, which was accordingly

done.'

James, the son of John Oge, son of John, son

of Thomas, the earl (of Desmond), was slain in

the same war by the lord of Pobal Brien, and of

Carrick-0-Gounell (in Limerick), namely, Bryan

Duv, the son of Mahon, son of Donogh, son of

Bryan Duv O'Brien, and that James was a worthy

heir to his patrimony.

James, the son of Maurice, son of Gerald, son

of Thomas, the earl (of Desmond), was killed in

the same war by the shot of a ball at the gates of

Youghal.

Edmond, the son of Maolmuny, son of Donogh,

son of Torlogh Mac Sweeney from Tuatha To-

raidhe (the Districts of Tory Island in Donegal),

went to take a prey from a party of the insurgents

in Glenflesk (in Kerry) ; O'Donoghoe and a bro-

ther's son of the same Edmond, namely, Geoffrey

Carrach, the son of Donogh Bacach, overtook

Edmond and slew him in a maUcious, unfriendly-

manner, and there was not at that time in Ireland

A.D. 1580.

1. Death of sir James of Desmond, i;c.—On the 14th of June,

1580, according to Cox, in his Hibernia Anglicana, the lord justice,

sir William Pelhani, invaded and devastated Clanauliff, in the

county of fork, and thence marched tiirough Slievelogher to Kerry;
and on the 15tli took a prey of 2000 kine and many sheep, and
missed but little of surprising the earl of Desmond, and the Legate,
Dr. Saunders. " On the 8th of July the popish lords of Munster,"
says Cox, " appeared before the lord justice at Limerick, and being
charged with correspondence with the rebels, and negligence in

prosecuting thera, all of them, except the lord Barry, submitted,
and promised future loyalty, and were ordered to maintain 2000
men during the war." Soon after, Cormac MacTeige JIac Carthy
was dismissed with favour, and an order to the country to assist

him in his attempts against the Desmond forces, because he had
promised to do some considerable service, which he very luckily
eft'ected, says Cox, for on the 4th of August he took prisoner sir

James of Desmond, who had taken a prey from sir Cormac, where-
upon his l)rother, Daniel Mac Teige, assembled what force he could
get together, to rescue the prey, and after a sharp conflict between
them and the Desmonians, the latter were defeated, and sir James
being taken prisoner, was brought to sir Warham St. Legerand cap-
tain sir Walter Raleigh, who caused him to be hanged, drawn and
quartered, at Cork, and his head and limbs were fixed on the gates
of the city. This sir James Fitzgerald was brother of the earl of
Desmond, and of sir John of Desmond, and a commander of note

a leader of galloglasses who paid more for wine and
to learned men than that Edmond.

Roland, the son of Redmond (Burke), son of

Ulick of Knock Tuagh, bishop of Clonfert, died,

and the loss of that good man was much lamented

in his own country.

O'Sullivan More, i. e. Donal, the son of Donal,

died, and his son Owen was appointed his suc-

cessor.

Donogh, the son of Malachy Mac Gorman, son

of Malachy Duv, died.

Sir William Pelham, the lord justice, wrote to

England after Christmas in this year, requesting

that an admiral, with the queen's fleet supplied

with plenty of provisions and large ordnance,

should be sent to Ireland, in order to take all

then' towns which were in jjossession of the

Geraldines. These were Askeaton, Baile-Ui-

Gheileacain, and Carraig-an-Phuill (Carrigafoyle

on the Shannon). A great army of the men of

Meath, of Fingall, and of Leinster, and also of all

those who were imder their laws, from the Boyne
to the Meeting of the three Waters (at Water-

ford), was collected by the lord justice and the

earl of Ormond, to march against the Geraldines

about the festival of St. Bridget. The earl of

Ormond brought an immense force to join that

army, and did not halt until he arrived at Cork.

The lord justice proceeded with all his forces to

Limerick, and although the weather was very cold

in Munster in the war against Elizabeth. As a reward for his

services, Cormac JIac Teige Mac Carthy was knighted, and made
high sheriff of the county of Cork.

According to Cox, the earl of Ormond dislodged from Adare in

Limerick, and marched to Buttevant,in Cork, where, in the month
of August, a strange kind of sickness, called afterwards the Gentle
Correction, seized the whole army ; it took thera with pain in the

head , and for two or three days they lay senseless, and then recovered,

few or none died of it, though, by the violence of the symptoms, it

was not expected that many could recover. Ormond divided his

forces into two parts, and marched with one lialf to Castle Island,

in Kerry, and the other he sent to Tralee, where all met, and then

dividing into three parts, marched to Dingle, " and as they went,

they drove the whole country before them," says Cox, " whereby
they took a prey of eight thousand cotes, besides many garrons,

sheep, &c., and slew a great many people, and would have slain

more, but that sir William Winter, w ho was then in the harbourof

Ventry with some of her majesty's ships, gave many of them pro-

tections," This \A'inter was vice-admiral of England, and came
to cruise about the coast to prevent tbe Spaniards from landing, if

tliey should come. Tbe lord justice having left sir George Bour-
chier commander in Munster, with 2820 foot and 395 horse, he

roile to Killaloe " where," says Cox," the unconscionable bishop

(Maurice O'Brien), demanded thirty pounds for one night's gra-

zing for 160 horse."
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and severe then, he remained there only a week to

supply his soldiers with arms and provisions ; he

proceeded from thence south-westward to Deis

Beag (probably Small County in Limerick), and

to Moy Maighrigh, and encamped in Connello

;

he despatched light skirmishing parties to Coill

More, to the woods of Claenglass, and the seques-

tered and waste places, and they gave no mercy to

rich or poor that came in their way. It was not

surprising to kill those who were able to make
resistance, but they also slew the blind and infirm,

women, sons, and daughters, the sick, the feeble,

and the old ; their wealth and properties were car-

ried away to the camp where the lord justice was

;

great numbers of the English fell by those who
were endeavouring to recover their plundered pro-

perty. The lord justice then determined to march

to Kerry, and proceeded to Teamhair Luachra,

from thence to Tralee, and to the borders of the

mountain of Mis, the daughter of Muireadh, the

son of Caireadh (Slieve Mis mountain in Kerry).

The earl of Ormond came from Cork to Kerry to

join the lord justice, and immense was the number
of men and horses that perished without blood-

shed or wounds on that expedition, by the length

of their march, and rapidity of their progress, and
the scarcity of provisions. It was about that time

the queen's fleet appeared on the coast of Ireland,

which did not stop until they came to the shore of

the clear stream of the Shannon, and cast their

anchors in the sea exactly opposite Carrigafoyle.^

The lord justice and the earl of Ormond came by
land to the same place, and they formed two camps
and besieged it by land and sea. Sir Nicholas

Malby, with the nobles of the province of Con-
naught, and a vast number of the English,

marched into Thomond for the purpose of pre-

venting any of the enemy, cither by land or sea,

from attacking the lord justice while engaged in

besieging the fortified towns of the Geraldines.

2. Siege of Carrigafoijle.—In 1570, on the death ofsir William
Drury, sir William Pelliam became lord deputy, and having ap-
pointed the earl of Ormond governor, and sir Warham St. Leger
marshal of Munster, he proceeded in person to Kilkenny, Casliel,
and Limerick, to organise Munater against the earl of Desmond,
and proceeding through Limerick and Kerry, the English forces
plundered and ravaged the territories of the earl of Desmond. The
lord deputy besieged the castle of Carrigafoyle, an ancient fortress
of the O'Connors, lords of Kerry, but then belonging to the earl of
Desmond. This place, called in Irish Carraig-an-Phuill, signify-
ing the Rock of the Chasm, is situated on the small island of Car-

The lord justice ordered the large ordnance which
had been sent to him, to be conveyed to land, and
he placed five large guns before the Carrig to bat-

ter it without resei-ve; it was stated that the

smallest of those was a demi-cannon. They then

opened their fire on the castle, and there was not

one in the wilds, wastes, or sequestered glens from

the Cam of Breas, the son of Ealathan, son of

Neid, in the south-west of the province of the

sons of Deirgthine to Knock Meadha Siuil in Con-
naught, that did not hear the noise and report of

that uncommon and unusual ordnance. They at

length demolished the western half of Carrigafoyle

from top to bottom, and the destruction of the

guards was simultaneous with the demolition of

the castle which was taken by the lord justice,

and he remained five nights at the Rock after

taking it, and at the end of that time proceeded

to Askeaton. When the garrisons of Baile-Ui-

Geileachain, and of Askeaton, heard the awful

roaring of that extraordinary ordnance, the like of

which they never heard before, they began to

destroy their castles, and succeeded in demolishing

Baile-I-Gheileachain, but were notable to demolish

Askeaton, and, as they could not effect it, they

therefore left the gates of the castle open to the

lord justice, which was henceforth proclaimed

faithful to the queen. The lord justice then pro-

ceeded to Limerick, where he remained forty days

resting and recruiting himself after his fatigue,

while his men and horses were quartered through-

out Thomond. He then returned to Askeaton

about the following Whitsuntide, and spent a part

of the summer in that town, but did not, however,

cease from destroying and awfully spoiling by day
and night the country of the Geraldines. It was

on that expedition he put to death Faltach (Wall)

of Dun Maoilin (Dunmoylan, in the parish of

Shanagolden, county of Limerick), namely, Ulick,

the son of Ulick, son of Ulick, who had been blind

rigue, near the mouth of the Shannon, in the countyof Kerry ; this

castle was strongly fortified, and then garrisoned with nineteen

Spaniards and fifty Irish, under an Italian engineer named Julio.

The lord deputy, while viewing the castle, was nearly killed by a
musket shot, but having caused it toI)e battered with three can-
non and two cnlverins, a breach was made, at which captain

Mackworth entered, and, having taken the castle on Palm Sun-
day, 1580, put 50 of the garrison to the sword, and he executed
6 in the camp ;

'* captainjulio was preserved," says Co,\,*' two or

three days, for certain considerations, but not complying with the

lord deputy's wishes, he was hanged."
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from his bii'th to his death, and he also put to

death Supple of Kilmochudha, namely, John, and

indeed it was not a proper act to have killed him,

for he was then upwards of a hundred years of

age. Immense and incalculable were the num-
bers destroyed by the English and the Gcraldines

on both sides at that time. The loi-d justice pro-

ceeded with his forces into Kerry, and did not

halt until he arrived at Dingle-i-Couch ; he de-

vastated and plundered a great part of the country

of the Geraldines and of Kerry on that occasion,

and from thence he came directly through the

country to Cork, and from that back to Askea-

ton, and to Limerick, and he took the nobles of

Munster prisoners, except the Geraldines, viz.

:

Barry More, with the wife and son of Mac Car-

thy More, the two sons of Fitzmaurice of KeiTy,

O'Sullivan Beire, Mac Donogh, and the son of

Mac Carthy Riavach.

The council of England sent, in the first month
of hai'vest, to Ireland, a new lord justice, namely,

lord Arthur Grey, a man greater by title and

honoursthan sir William Pelham, though, however,

no Englishman ever came to Ireland, for the period

of his government, who was more expert and ex-

peditious in his marches, more distinguished and
fortunate, and more successful in his services than

that sir William ; he went to Dublin to meet the

lord justice who had come from England, and

having delivered to him the sword of state, he

departed for England, after conquering his oppo-

nents.

James Eustace, the son of Roland, son of Tho-

mas, demolished his castles, after having embraced

the Catholic faith, and rejected the power of the

3. Battle of Glenmalure.—In 1580 Arthur Grey, called lord

Grey of Wilton, came to Ireland as lord deputy, and landed at

Howth on the 13th of August ; he soon after marched into Wick-
low, against the Irish forces, who were commanded by Feagh Mac
Hugh O'Byrne, captain Fitzgerald, Fitz-Eustace and others, who
were in arms against the queen. James Eustace, or Fitz-Eustace,

above-mentioned in the text, was viscount of Baltinglass in Wick-
low, and of the great family of the Fitz-Eustaces of Kildare, ba-

rons of Portlester ; he joined the party of the earl of Desmond in

the war against Elizabeth, and was a commander ofnote for several

years in Leinster ; on the death of the earl of Desmond in 1583,
Fitz-Eustace retired to Spain, where he soon after died. The lord

deputy Grey's troops, amounting to about 1000 men, were com-
manded by experienced officers, and having advanced to the

Wicklow mountains they found the Irish forces posted in the

defiles of Glenmalure. The English foot entered the glens, and
the horse scoured the accessible parts of the country and the

woods. Tile Irish, under the commanders above-mentioned , and also

in the text, suddenly attacked the English forces in a defile, and

sovereign, and war and strife arose on the coming
of the lord justice, Arthur, lord Grey, to Ireland.

The O'Cavanaghs, O'Kinsellaghs, O'Byi-nes,

O'Tooles, and the branch of Ranelagh, and also

all those who were not extirpated of the remnant
of the people of Offaly and Leix, abetted and
joined in alliance James Eustace, so that from

the Slaney (in Wexford), to the Shannon, and from

the Boyne to the Meeting of the three Waters (at

Waterford), was one scene of strife and dissension,

and those insurgents before mentioned encamped
in the vicinity of Slieve Roe and Glenmalure (in

Wicklow).

The lord justice and captain Malby marched
with a force to subdue and disperse those formi-

dable spoilers, and when the insurgents received

intelligence that those attacking troops were ad-

vancing towards them, they retired, to secure

themselves, to the rugged hills of Glenmalure.

The lord justice selected from among his army a

number of captains, the most experienced and
distinguished in service, and sent them, at the

head of eight or nine compani.es of soldiers, to

range and scour Glenmalure ; they were, however,

actively encountered without delay by the defending

parties of the glen, so that few of those troops re-

turned, being slaughteredand completely destroyed

by the Irish forces. In that engagement the follow-

ing were slain, viz., Peter Carew, Master Muar,
i. e. John, and Master Fraus, together with a

number of gentlemen who had come over in the

lord justice's guard, and on receiving intelligence

of this event, the lord justice departed from his

camp.'

An ItaHan fleet of the Pope's people landed in

cut them almost all to pieces ; and according to Mac Geoghegan,
800 of them were slain, but he and others erroneously state that
this battle was fought at Glendalough ; Cox sajs, all the English
forces were cut off except some few that were saved by their

cavalry, and amongst their commanders fell in this fierce conflict,

sir Peter Carew, colonel Moor, and captains Audley and Cosby
;

this captain, Francis Cosby, was one of the English settlers who
got a great part of the lands of the O'Moores, in the Queen's coun-
ty, and was a distinguished commander, and is mentioned by Mac
Geoghegan as ^ne of those concerned in the massacre of Mullagh-
mast; as soon as the English troops entered the valley of Glen-
malure they were hemmed in on all sides by the Irish, who fierceh-

rushed on them with fearful cries, and they were overwhelmed
with a shower of darts and arrows by the Irish kerns, and slaugh-
tered by their spears. Lord Grey accompanied by colonel V\ingfield

,

who was ancestor of the lords I'owerscourt, and by the earl of Kil-
dare, was posted on a neighbouring hill waiting the event of the con-
flict ; and after the defeat he retreated with the remnant of his for-

ces to Dublin, " covered says Leland, with confusion and dishonour.

"
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Kerry, in the middle of hai-vest, and they were

greater by name than in effect, for their fame was

so great at first, that it was supposed that if

they should have come to Limerick, Galway or

Cork, the gates of those cities should be thrown

ojien to them. The place which they landed at

was the island which James Mac Maurice had the

year before begun to fortify, namely, Dun-an-Oir,

and the cause which induced that fleet to come to

L-eland was to aid the Geraldines, when they (the

Italians), had received intelligence that they had

been put to great extremities in defending the

Catholic faith. The earl of Ormond, i. e. Thomas,

the son of James, son of Pierce Roe, collected a

force on his own account, and also on behalf of the

sovereign (the queen), with which he marched to

attack the Italians at Dun-an Oir, and he did not

halt until he arrived in Kerry. The brave forces

of the Geraldmes were assembled there to oppose

them, but neither party attacked the other ; at

length the earl was permitted to proceed, until he

aiTived on the hill over the fortress, from which he

took a view of the deep trenches and the impreg-

nable ramparts which the Italians had raised round

the island, and having contemplated in his mind
that it would be a fruitless undertaking to attack

them in their stronghold, he returned back by the

4, Massacre of the Ifaliaiis and Spaniards.—An account of

the landing of a party of Italians and Spaniards at Smerwick, in

Kerry, under the command of James Mac Maurice Fitzgerald, has
been given in a note under the year 1579; in the latter end of

September, lo8tl, another body of about 800 Italians and Spa-
niards, uiider the command of Sebastian de St. Joseph, landed at

Smerwick, being sent, says Cox, in his Hibernia Anglicana, " by
the Pope, and king Philip II. of Spain, to propagate the Catholic
religion in Ireland ;" they built a fort on the small rocky island in

the harbour, which they called the Fort del Or, and they fortified

and furnished it, having brought with them much money and am-
munition, and arms enough to supply four or five thousand men.
The earl of Ormond encamped at Tralee, and marched to attack
the garrison, some of whom, it is said, retired to the woods of

Glanigalt, but afterwards returned to the fort, and by a successful

sally forced Ormond to reti'eat to Rathkeale, where he awaited
the arrival of the deputy, lord Arthur Grey, who led 800 men
from Dublin, Under captains Zouch, Raleigh, Mackworth, Denny,
&c., and these forces were joined by some of the troops left in

Munster by the lord deputy Pelhani ; these formed a force far su-

Jierior to tliat of the Irish, and their Spanisii and Italian allies,

besides, admiral AVinter was stationed with some ships off the
coast to co-operate with the deputy. They invested the fort by
land and sea, and the garrison was summoned to surrender ; but
they made a vigorous sortie, in which tliey were repulsed, and the
next night, Winter having landed the artillery from his ships, and
the cannon of Grey being brought forward, and batteries formed,
the siege commenced, and, according to Mac Geoghegan, lasted

forty days, the place being well provided and bravely defended.
The deputy having displayed a flag of truce, a gentleman of the
name of Plunkett, who was in the garrison, advised San Joseph,

same route he had marched thither, and he was
met in Hy Conall Gavra (barony of Connello, in

Limerick), by the lordjustice, whom the earl could

not persuade from going to see Dun-an-Oir, and
he proceeded onward by regular marches through

Clanmaurice and Kerry, until he arrived in the

vicinity of the island, near which, however, he did

not bring his camp. A select party of his forces

went every day to reconnoitre the island, during

which several messages were interchanged on both
sides, and friendship was promised between them.

Their captains came to the lord justice, for the

purjDOse of entering upon terms of peace with him,

upon which the lord justice's people passed onward
unawares to the island, and began to kill and
slaughter the ItaHans, so that not one of the seven

hundred Italians escaped from destruction on the

spot. The lord justice seized on much gold, trea-

sure, and every other valuable property which the

Italians had with them, and he afterwards levelled

and demolished all the fortifications of the island,

that it might not be a rock of defence, or a place

of refuge thenceforth for insurgents ; and that

transaction took place in the month of November.

The lord justice then returned back to Limerick,

and from thence to the English Pale.^

O'Rourke, i. e, Bryan, the son of Bi-yan, son of

the governor, who was in the garrison, not to enter into any terms,

but the governor decided otherwise, and, accompanied by Plun-
kett as an interpreter, went to the deputy's camp to treat of a ca-

pitulation, which was agreed upon, though Plunkett was strongly

opposed to it, and also the captain of the Cantabrians and Hercu-
les de Pise ; but San Joseph and the soldiers, tired of the siege,

and fearing they could not defend the fort much longer, agreed to

surrender on conditions of safety sworn to hy deputy Grey, according

to Mac Geoghegan and others ; but Cox and Leland say the gar-

rison surrendered unconditionally on mercy, or at discretion. As
soon as the garrison surrendered, they were immediately ordered

to lay down their arms, and were all cruelly slaughtered, says

Mac Geoghegan, hy the barbarous English, the governor alone

being saved ; and Plunkett was mutilated and put to death with

great torture; and from this massacre, says Mac Geoghegan,

fides Greia, or the faith of Grey, became a proverb hy which any
act of signal treachery was designated. This massacre took place

in November, 1580, and, according to authorities quoted in Curry's

Civil Wars, ch. iii. " All the Spaniards and Italians, with the ex-

ception of eleven officers, were slaughtered in cold blood, and their

bodies cast over the cliffs into the sea, for the fort stood on a

mighty rock over the ocean, though the lord deputy had pledged

his word and faith for their lives, liberty, goods, and safe conduct
into Spain ;" all the Irish in the garrison were hanged. Leland,

in his History of Ireland (book iv. ch. 2), says :
" the garrison, in

their distress and terror, fatally surrendered at discretion, hut that

mercy for which they sued was rigidly denied to them. Wingfield

was commissioned to disarm them, and when this service was per-

formed, an English companywas sent into the fort; the Irish

found they W'ere reserved for execution by martial law. The
Italian general and some officers were made prisoners of war, but
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Owen, having resisted the English in the harvest

of this year. Sir Nicholas Malby mustered a force,

and marched eastward across the Shannon to at-

tack O'Rourke, who, having sent all his women and

people over the mountain of Slieve-an-Iarain (In

Leitrim), demolished the castle of Leitrira be-

fore the arrival of Sir Nicholas; the castle was

rebuilt by Sir Nicholas, and having then put guards

and provisions into it, he himself returned back

without committing any depredation or slaughter

worth notice. O'Rourke laid siege to the castle,

and did not permit one of the garrison to go in or

out by its gates, so that Sir Nicholas was obliged

to come to their relief and take them away.

O'Roui'ke marched with a force, in the month of

November, between the rivers Suck and Shannon,

and burned and plundered the woody districts,

and a great portion of Hy Maine ; he marched a

second time with his forces into Hy Maine, in the

month of December, and with quick movements he

devastated the country, and slew half a company

of soldiers of the men of Sir Nicholas Malby at Lis-

dalon (in Roscommon) ; and a party of the O'Co-

nors were along with O'Rourke on that expedition.

The sons of the earl of Clanrickard, namely Ulick

and John, were at war with each other, and both

were at peace with the English. A number ofthe

gentlemen of Clanrickard were in dire imprison-

ment, in the keeping of the constable of the town

of Loughrea, whose name was Master Jones, and

who had the command of the garrison ofthe town,

from the time the earl had been taken prisoner till

then. It was a source of great affliction to John

Burke that his town, and these prisoners, should

be so long in the hands of the English, and he

determined in his mind to make an attack by night

on the town of Loughrea, which he accordingly

did ; he took the town, and slew every one in it

the garrison was butchered in cold blood, nor is it without pain
that we find a service so horrid and detestable committed to Sir

Walter Haleigh." Leiand says " that Elizabeth expressed the ut-
most concern and displeasure at this barbarous execution, but
such pretences and such professions could not efface the odiousness

of this action, and on the Continent it was received with horror.'*

In A.D. 1581, on some rumour of a conspiracy against the go-
vernment. Lord Grey seized upon John Nugent, one of the barons
of the Exchequer, and had him executed, according to Mac Geo-
ghegan ; though Leiand says " Nugent was a man of singular good
life and reputation." Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, and his

son-in-law, Christopher Nugent, baron of Delvin, were seized by
lord Grey, and committed to the custody of marshal Wingfield,

and afterwards sent to the Tower of London. " All persons of

who was able to make resistance, except alone the

constable, to whom he gave quarter, and he then

released the prisoners. After John haddone this,

he sent his professors and trusty friends to hold a

conference with his brother Ulick, requesting

him to forsake the EngUsh, and that he himself

would yield him obedience, as was the duty of a

junior to yield submission to his senior, and he

promised him to hberate and send him his son,

whom he had in imprisonment ; he also promised

to give him Leitrim, the island of Ballinlough, and

the town of Loughrea, as a mark of security.

Ulick accepted these presents, and he and his

brotherjoined with one accord against the English

;

in the first place they proceeded to destroy and

demolish the fair-walled castles of Clanrickard,

and in the first instance they demolished the castle

of Loughrea, the chief family residence of the

country ; and it is doubtful if they left a castle un-

demolished from Clonfert of St. Brendan, in the east

of Hy Anmchadha (in Galway), to Kilmacduagh,

in the north of Kinel Aodha of Eachtge, and from

Oran (in Galway), to Cluain-da-dhamh (CloonatF

in Roscommon). After that Donogh, the son of

Murrogh, son of Torlogh, son of Teige O'Brien,

and Mahon, the son of Torlogh, son of Mahon,
son of the bishop O'Brien, joined the sons of the

earl in this contention. Mahon was the first who
rose in that contest, and who called a gathering of

the insurgents of the neighbouring districts, and

engaged to plunder and devastate from Burren to

Limerick ; but in short the greater portion of the

people of the entire province of Connaught joined

in that commotion, except alone the earl of Tho-

mond, namely Donogh, the son of Conor, son of

Donogh, son of Torlogh, son of Donal, son ofConor

O'Brien, who was at that time sherifl' of the

county of Clare.

English and Irish race now became alarmed," says Leiand, " and
Grey was represented as a man of blood, who liad not only disho-

noured his nation and sovereign among foreigners, but alienated the

hearts of all the Irish subjects Ijy repeated barbarities." Detested

in his government, and severely censured in England, he grew
weary of his present charge, and earnestly petitioned to be recal-

led. "Repeated complaints," says Leiand, "were made of tlie

inhuman rigour practised by Grey and liis officers, and the queen

was assured that he tyrannised with such barbarity, that little

was left in Ireland for her majesty to reign over but carcases and
ashes."^Leiand, book iv. ch. -2. Cox says " Grey was repre-

sented at the court of England as a bloody man, that regarded not

the lives of the subjects any more than the lives of dogs." The
lord deputy Grey was recalled from Ireland in \:>&2.
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O'Byrne (of Wicklow), namely, Dunlang, son

of Edmond, died ; his kindred were in insurrection

against and plundering the English, while their

VIII. Danish Wais in the tenth and eleventh centuries.—In

the preceding articles an account lias been given of the Danish

wars in the ninth and tenth centuries, and in this is continued

fi-om p. 488, an account of these wars in the tenth and eleventh

centuries.

Battle of Tighgioran.—In AD. 954, Congalach, monarch of

I Ireland, led his" army to Leinster, plundered that province, and

assembled the conventions of the Lifl'ey for the space of three

days ; he was attacked by the Lagenians and Danes of Dublin,

under Aulaf, the son of Godfrey, and a fierce battle was fought

between them at Tighgioran, in Leinster, a place probably in Kil-

dare ; the forces of king Congalach were defeated with great

slaughter, and he himself, with many chiefs of note, were slain.

In A.D. 95!), according to Ware, Aulaf, at the head of the

Danes of Dublin, sailed to Holyhead, and ravaged the island of

Anglesey ; and about this time, according to Keating, Roderick,

king of Wales, invaded Ireland, and was slam there, but Hanmer
says Roderick was killed by the Irish, who invaded Wales. About
this time, according to Hanmer, or about A. D. 9G2, according to

Ware, Edgar, king of England, invaded Ireland, and subdued a great

part of the country, particularly Dublin, and a charter of king

Edgar is quoted by Ware and Usslier, relating to the regulation of

ecclesiastical matters in Ireland, but these accounts about king

Edgar are considered doubtful by other historians. In A.D. 9G0,

the sons of Aulaf and Lasmann came with their ships to Ireland,

and laid waste Conaille, probably in Louth, and also' Howth and

Inis Mic Nechtain, now Ireland's Eye ; and after that Lagmann
went to Monster to bring away bis brother Oin, and he plundered

Inis Doimhle and Hy Liathan,in Cork, and they attacked Lismore

and Cork, and committed great depredations ; the men of Hy
Liathan and other parts of Cork attacked and defeated them with

great slaughter, and 365 of tiiem were slain, so that only the

crews of three ships escaped. A great booty was carried off by
the son of Aulaf from Ireland's Eye to Britain and the Isle of

Jtann. In this year a great spoil was taken by Sitric Cam, or the

Crooked, to the sea, as far as Hy Colgan, but he was attacked hy

Aulaf, with the Danes of Dublin and the Lagenians, and they gained

a great victory over Sitric Cam, who fled in his ships after his

people were slaughtered. In A.D. 9Gi, a victory was gained over

Aulaf, grandson of Sitric, at Inis Tiogue, by the men of Ossory,

in which many of the Danes were slain, together with Batbar, son

of Irai. In A D. 9G.5, Muiredach, abbot of Kildare, and heir to

the throne of Leinster, was slain by .\ulaf, lord of the Daues, and
Carroll, the son of Lorcan, prince of Leinster. In the same year,

a great victory was gained over the Danes of Limerick, by Mahon,
the son of Cineidi, in which great numbers of them were slaugh-

tered, and their ships burned. In the same year the Danes of

Dublin and of -Leinster ravaged Bregia. In A.D. 960, Donal
O'Neill, monarch of Ireland, marched with his forces to Leinster,

and spoiled the country from the river Barrow, in the west, as far

as the sea, and took with him immense preys of cattle, and he had
various contests, for the space of two montlis, with the Danes and
Lagenians. In A.D. 967, Kells was laid waste by Sitric, son of

Aulaf, lord of the Danes of Dublin, and Murrogh, the son of Finn,

king of Leinster; but they were attacked by king Donal O'Neill,

who gained a great victory over them. In A.D. 968, Kelts was
again devastated by Aulaf Cuaran, at the head of the Danes and
Lagenians, and he carried off a great prey of cattle, slew a great
many people, and gained a victory over the Hy Niall at Ardmul-
chan. In the same year, Artgal, prince of Ulidia, led his forces

against the Danes of Connor, which place he plundered, and slew
many of the Danes ; and in the same year, Louth and Drumiskin
were laid waste by Murtogh,son of Donal O'Neill, king of Ireland,
against the Danes, and he slew many of them ; and Monaster-
hoice was also laid waste by king Donal O'Neill, against the Danes,
and 350 of them were burned by him in one house.

Battles in Munster.—About this periud, namely from 950 to

980, various battles were fought against the Danes of Munster,

country and estates were in possession of the Eng-

Ush, so that no person was nominated in his

place.

according to the Annals of the Four Masters and Innisfallen.

Cineidi, son of Lorcan, who was king of Thomond, from about
A.D. 940 to 950, defeated the Danes of Limerick and Waterford
in several engagements ; Cineide was succeeded as king of Mun-
ster by his son Mahon, who reigned for a few years and was slain

A.D. 97G, and was succeeded, as king of Munster, by his bro-

ther, the celebrated Brian Boroimhe ; Mahon and his brother

Brian also gained many great victories over the Danes. In A. D.

959, DubhdaI)oireann, king of Cashel, according to the Annals of

Inisfallen, defeated the Danes with great slaughter, at the Rath
of Moin More, or the great bog, and was himself slain the same
year. In A. D. 9GI, the Danes of Waterford having come to

Lough Gur, in Limerick, were defeated there with great slaughter

by Mahon, king of Thomond, and Donogh, the son of Ceallachan,

former king of Cashel.

Battle of Siilcoid.—In A. D. 908, according to the Annals of

Inisfallen, O'Halloran and others, the Danes of Limerick, with
powerful forces, were defeated in a great battle at Sulcoid by the

Dalcassians, and other troops of Munster, commanded by Mahon,
king of Cashel, and his brother Brian Born, in which three thou-
sand of the Danes were slain, and the remnant being pursued to

Limerick, great numbers of them were slaughtered ; the city was
sacked and their fortresses burned, and the victors carried ofi* great

spoils of gold, silver, and merchandize, clothing, and various

valuable articles. The pass of Sulcoid, where this battle was
fought, is situated on a plain between Limerick and Cashel, and
guarded by great heights on both sides.

In A. D. 969, the Danes of Limerick were expelled from Inis

Ubhdain, by Mahon, king of Munster. In A. D. 970, the Danes
of Limerick, under the command of Ivar, together with the Mar-
tineans of Limerick (tribes of Firholg descent), and the people of

Lagmann were defeated by Mahon and his brother Brian. In

A. D. 97*2, a battle was fought between Maolniuaidh, son of Bran,
aided by the Danes and JIahon, in which many were slain. In

A. D. 973, Magnus, son of Harold, commander of the Danes,
having collected great forces from various parts of Ireland, plun-
dered Inis Catha, now Iniscattery, an island in the Shamion,
south of Limerick, where tiiere were a great abbey and many
churches, from which he carried off great booty, and many cap-
tives. The Four Masters state that Magnus was joined by the

people of Lagmann of the Isles (the Orkneys and Hebrides), and
Ivar, lord of the Danes of Limerick, was carried off by them, and
they sacrilegiously violated the churches of .St. Senanus, who was
the patron saint of Iniscattery. In A. D. 975, the Danes of Li-

merick, Cork, and Waterford, were slaughtered in great numbers
by Million and Brian.

Battle of Iiii.i Catha;/.—In A. D. 977, the island of Iniscalhay,

where the Danes of Limerick had a strong fortress, was attacked

and plundered by Brian Boru, and Donal, son of the prince of

Corcabaiscin, in Clare, and SOO of the Danes, under the command
of Ivar, .\ulafand Duibhceann were slain, along with Magnus, the

son of Harold, and his two sons. Brian was then in the 50th year

of his age, according to the Four Masters. In the same year,

Brian plundered tlie islands towards the north of the Shannon, and
all the Danish possessions there, and carried off from them great

booty; in the same year also Brian marched with his forces into

Hy Figeinte, in Limerick, towards the borders of Kerry, where he
fought a battle with Donovan, prince of Hy Figeinte, and Aulaf,

king of the Danes of Monster, whose combined forces were de-

feated, and immense numbers of them, together with Donovan and
Aulaf, were slain.

Battle of Bealach Leachta.—lv A. D. 978, Brian Boru and
his son Jlurrogli, at the head of the Dalcassians, defeated Moal-
muadh, the sou of Brann, of the race of Fiogan Slore, prince of

Desmond, together with his allies, the Danes of Munster, irf a

great battle, at Bealachleachta, in which 1200 of the Danes, and a

great number of the Desmonians were slain, and Moalmuadh him-
self fell by the hand of Murrogh. The place where this battle
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John, the son of the earl of Desmond, was at

this time a wandering plunderer and insurgent,

and although John, the son of Con O'Neill, and

was foiiiiht, according to some accounts, was situated at a moun-
tain called Slieve Caoin, near Fennoy, in Cork, or according to

others, at the hill of Knock Ramhra, south of Mallow, while others

state that it was near Macroora.

Battle of Fan Mac Co/mradh.—ln A. D. 979, Donal O'Felan,
prince of Di^sies, and the Danes of Waterford, made war against

Brian Born, but their united forces were defeated with great

slaughter at a place called Fan Mac Connradh,and Brian pursued
them to Waterford, wliich city he took, and burned their for-

tresses, and slew Donal O'FcIan there. In A. D. 985, the men of

Munster and the Danes of Waterford were defeated, with great

slaughter, by the Conacians, and Dunlong, the son of Duibh-
dahoireann, heir apparent of Munster, and Muirgias, the son of

Conor, heir apparent of Connaught, fell in the thick of battle.

Battles in Meath and Leinster.—ln A. D. 969, Donal O'Neill,

monarch of Ireland, being expelled from Meath to Ulster, by the

Clan Colman, he soon after led the forces of Tyrone and Tyrcon-
nell, and was joined by some of the men of Meath and Danes of

Dublin, and lie demolished the fortresses of Meath, and as far as

OfFaley, to be avenged of the Clan Colman.
Battle of KUinona.—In A. D. 9G9, according to the Annals of

Ulster and others, Donal, the son of Congjilach, former monarch
of Ireland, having aspired to the monarchy, leagued with the

Danes of Dublin, under Aulaf, and with the Lagenians, against

king Donal O'Neill, and a great battle was fought between them
at a place called Cill Mona, in which great numbers were slain on
both sides, and amongst others fell Ardgar, king of Ulidia, and
many chiefs ; the place where this battle was fought is now pro-

bably Kilmoon, near Ashbourne, in Jleatb. In the same year,

Kells, in Meath, was devastated by the Danes, under Aulaf
Cuaran. In A. D. 975, Murtogh, the son of king Donal O'Neill,

and Congalach, the two heirs apparent to the crown of Ireland,

were slain by the Danes under Aulaf, the son of Sitric.

Buttle of Biothlainn.—In A. D. 976, the Danes of Dublin de-

feated the Lagenians in a great battle at Biothlainn, in Lein-

.ster, in which immense numbers were slain, together with Ugaire,

king of Lemster, Murtogh, the son of Riaa, prince of Hy Kinsel-

lagh, and Congalach, prince of Leige. In the same year, the Danes
took Donal Claon, king of Leinster, prisoner. In A. D. 977, Kil-

dare was devastated by the Danes.

Battle of Tara.—in A. D. 978, Malachy, king of Meath, who
was afterwards the monarch Malachy II., at the head of the

forces of Meath, Ulster, and Connaught, gained a great victory

over the Danes of Dublin, and their allies, the Danes and Nor-
wegians of the Orkneys and Isle of Mann, at Tara. Vast numbers
were slaughtered on both sides, and many valiant Irish chiefs fell

in the thick of the fight, amongst others Brann, the son of Jlur-

rogh, heir to the crown of Leinster, Congalach, prince of Galeng,
two chiefs of Fertulach, and Lachtan, lord of Mourne. The
Danish forces were commanded by their tanist, Reginald, son of

Aulaf, anifive tlioii.savd o{ them, together with Reginald himself,

Conmaol, son of Gilli-Arri, and many other nobles of Dublin were
slain. Aulaf, the Danish king of Dublin, in great grief for the

victory gained over his forces at'Tara, and the death of his son
Reginald, slain in that battle, retired soon after to the monastery
of Columkillc,at lona, in the Hebrides, where he died the follow-

ing year, .\. D. 980, in penitence and pilgrimage. He was Aulaf
v., and is called by the Annalists Aulaf Cuaran. He was suc-
ceeded as Damsh king of Dublin hy his son Gluniam. In A. D.
988, Gluniam was killed by one of his own common people, named
Colvan, while intoxicated, and he was succeeded i)y his brother

Sitric III. It has been mentioned by mistake at p. 487, that

Sitric III. was killed at the battle of Dundalk, A. D. 944, but that

Sitric was not king of the Danes, being only the commander of the

Danish forces. It appears the Danish Ivings of Dublin formed
marriage alliances with the Irish kings at this time, for it is

stated by Keating and others, that Dunflath, daughter of the

celebrated Murkertach Mac Neill, prince of Aileach, was married

James, the son of Maurice, son of the earl, were

valiant in carrying on war and commotion against

the English, yet John was a worthy successor to

to Aulaf, and was mother of Ciluniarn ; and Dunflath, by a former
marriage, was likewise the mother of the Irish monarch, Malachy
II. ; Gormflath, sister of Maolmora, king of Leinster, was se-

cond wife of the Danish king Aulaf, and after his deatli she was
married to Brian Boru, as hereafter explained.

Battle of Dublin.—In A. D. 979, king Malachy II.andEochy,
king of Ulidia, marched a powerful army to Dublin, and fought a
fierce battle with the Danes for three days and nights. Having
vanquished the Danish forces, they liberated Donal Claon, king of

Leinster, and Aidire O'Neill, who were kept as hostages by the

Danes, and they likewise set at liberty 2000 persons who were
kept as hostages or prisoners by the Danes, and they carried off

great spoils and riches. .\11 the race of Hy Niall from the Shan-
non to the sea were exempted by them, for ever, from paying any
tributes or hostages to the Danes ; and king Malachy issued a
noble proclamation, commanding that " all the Irish who were in

servitude and bondage with the Danes, would return to their

respective countries in gladness and peace;" and the annalists add
that the slavery of the Irish was equal to the Babylonian cap-
tivity, until Malachy set them free.

In A.D. 981, Kildare was plundered by the Danes of Water-
ford, under Ivar ; and in A. D. 982, king Malachy, joined by the

forces of Gluniam, Danish king of Dublin, who was his maternal
brother, gained a great victory over Donal Claon, king of Lein-

ster, and his allies, the Danes of Waterford, under Ivar, and great

numbers of them were slain and drowned, together with Giolla

Patrick, the son of Ivar, and many other chiefs. In the same
year Glendalough was devastated by the Danes of Dublin. In

A. D. 985, the Danish forces came to the eastern part of Dalriada,

in Antrim, with three ships, but were attacked and defeated, and
seven score of them were slain and drowned. In the same year

the monastery of St. Columkille, at lona, in the Hebrides, was
laid waste by the Danes on Christmas night, and they slew the

abbot and fifteen monks, but in the following year is recorded a
great slaughter of the Danes who devastated lona, and SG'O of

them were slain, through the miracles ofGod and St. Columkille.

In the same year, the Annals of Ulster record a great battle fought

at the Isle of Mann, between the son of Harold and the Danes, in

which 1000 men were slain.

Battles at Dublin, ^5-c.—In A. D. 988, king JIalachy, with his

forces, attacked the Danes, and a great battle was fought between
tliem at Dublin, in which a vast number of the Danes were slain,

and he besieged their fortress for the space of twenty days, dur-

ing which time they had no drink but the sea water ; he com-
pelled them to pay him the full tribute he appointed, together

with an annual tax of one ounce of gold from each habitation, to

be paid on every Christmas eve, for ever. In the same year, God-
frey, son of Harold, lord of the Danes of the isles in Scotland, was
slain by the Dalriedians of Ulster, and in this j ear also Down-
patrick was plundered and burned by the Danes. In A. D. 988,

Derry was devastated hy the Danes, and in the same year the

Danish forces and the Lagenians laid waste Meath as far as Lough
Ennell, near Mullingar. In A. D. 99'2, Ardbraccan, Muinebro-
cain, Donaghpatrick, and other churches in Meath were plun-

dered by the Danes of Dublin, and they carried off great spoils

from the country. In this year, Ivar, a Danish chief, was ex-

pelled from Dublin, through the intercession of the saints, and in

the same year Giolla Cele, the son of Carroll, heir to the crown of

Leinster, was slain by the son of Aulaf, the Dane. In A. D. 994,

Ivar, a Danish chief, came to Dublin after Sitric, the son of Aulaf,

and in this year Donaghpatrick, in Meath, was plundered by the

Danes of Dublin, and Murtogh O'ConnoUy, but God was avenged
on them, for they died before the end of a month after their re-

turn. Reginald, a Danish chief, was slain by the Lagenians, and
Ivar having again fled from Dublin, was succeeded by Sitric. In

this year king JIalachy attacked and defeated the Danes of Dub-
lin, and carried off from them, by force, two trophies of great

value, namely, the golden collar of Tomar, and the sword of Caro-
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them. On a certain day the forementioned John

proceeded to the woods of Aharlo (in Tipperary),

in the month of July precisely, with a small force.

lu3. According to some accounts, Malaehy slew in single combat

one of the Danish champions, from whose neck he took the Torque

or golden collar, which he wore ever after as a trophy of

victory. Moore, in one of his Melodies, thus alludes to this cir-

cumstance

—

" Let Erin remember the days of old

Ere her faithless sons betrayed her,

When Malaehy wore the collar ofgold

Which he won from the proud invader."

In the year 1810, on digging near the earthen ramparts of the

ancient palace at Tara, there were accidentally discovered two of

the splendid Torrjues, or golden collars, worn by the kings and

chiefs, which are now deposited in the Museum of the Royal Irish

Academy ; they are of the purest gold, and of exquisite workman-
ship, spiral or twisted, of a circular form, and open on one side.

One of these Torqtfcsis five feet seven inches in length, and some-
thing more than twenty-seven ounces in weight, and the other

weighs more than twelve ounces. In A. D. 996, Clonard and
Kells, in Meath, were devastated by the Danes. In A. D. 997,
king Malaehy, with the men of Meath, and Brian Boru, with the

men of Munster, led their forces to Dublin, and carried ofi' from
the Danes many hostages and great riches. In the same year the

Danes plundered Derry, and Ivar, with the Danes, and joined by
the Ossorians, devastated Ily Kinselhigh, or Wexford. In

A. D. 998, Kildare was plundered by the Daiies of Dublin.

Battle of Glenn Mama.— In A. D. 998, the Lagenians having
refused to pay the tributes imposed on tiiem by Brian Boru, king
of Munster, confederated with the Danes of Dublin, and collected

their combined forces under the Danish king, Sitric, Harold, and
other chiefs, and the men of Leinster under their king Maolmora
Mac Murrogh, and other leaders. Brian Boru, with his son Mur-
rogh, collected the Dalcassians and other forces of Munster, and
aided by the men of Meath, under king Malaehy, both armies
met and fought a furious battle, in which the Danes and their

allies were totally defeated, and, according to Keating and others,

no less than Jive thousand of them were slain, and amongst the
Danish chiefs who fell were Harold, the son of Aulaf, and Coilen,

the son of Eitigen. The place where this battle was fought,

called Glenn Mama, signifying the glen of the mountain pass, was
in a valley situated near Dunlavin, on the borders ofWicklow
and Dublin. The Four Masters quote, from an ancient bard, a
passage on this battle, to the following effect

:

" They came to the valley of Mama,
And having no water convenient.

They were forced to drink of the unhealthy pools.

And fought with stones towards the close of the conflict.

That victory was obtained by the kings.

Triumphantly, as far as the northern woods
;

Dublin, the beautiful, they burned,
And devastated the plain of Leinster."

After the victory, Brian and Malaehy marched to Dublin, where
they remained a week, and took from the Danes great quantities
of gold, silver, and other spoils, with many captives. They
burned the fortress, and expelled the Danish king, Sitric, the
son of Aulaf, but it appears the Danes were permitted again
to possess Dublin in the following year, on giving hostages and
paying tribute to Brian Boru. In 999, Brian led his forces to the
plain of Bregia, towards Tara, joined by the Lagenians, the men of
south Connaught, and the Danes of Dublin, whose predatory
cavalry marched in the front ranks, but king Malaehy attacked
them, and they were almost all slain, and Brian was forced to
retreat without battle or booty.

Battle of the Sueh.—ln A. D. 999, according to O'Halloran,
and others, the Danes were defeated by the men of Connaught,

with which it was not expedient to have gone a

lOns distance, for his foot soldiers numbered less

than a hundred shields, and he had only thirteen

and the Dalcassians, under Brian Boru, and four thousand of them
were slain at the river Suck, on the borders of Roscommon and

Galway.
Battles with the Danes in the eleventh century.—In A. D.

1001, Sitric, son of Aulaf, king of the Danes, went with his ships

and laid waste Cill Cleithe and Inis Cumscraidh, and carried off

many captives. In the same year, Brian Boru, with the men of

Munster, joined by the Lagenians and Danes, marched to Athlone

and subdued the southern Hy Niall and Conacians, and obtained

their hostages, and he afterwards, joined by kingMalachy, marched

with those forces to Dundalk, to obtain hostages from Hugh
O'Neill, king of Ulster, who was heir apparent to the crown of

Ireland, and son of the late king, Donal O'Neill. In A. D. 1005,

Dublin was burned by the people of southern Bregia.

Battle of Draighncln.—In A. D. 1012, the Danes of Dublin

plundered Meath and Termon Fechin, but king Malaehy led a

great force of the men of Meath into the Danish territories, in

Fingall, and burned their possessions as far as the Hill of Howth.
Sitric, king of Dublin, and Maolmora, king of Leinster, inarched

against them, and slew "200 of them, together with Flann, the son

Malaehy, and other chiefs. In the same year, GioUa Mochonna,

I the son of Fogartach, lord of South Bregia, a clmmpion who was
the terror of the Danes, died, and it is stated in the Annals of

Ulster, by Dr. O'Connor, that he compelled the Danes to draw

ploughs and harrows after them, yoked like horses. In this year

also a great fleet of the Foreigners came to Munster, and they

burned Cork, but God avenged that wicked deed soon after,

for Aulaf, the son of Sitric, lord of the Danes, and other chiefs,

with many of their men, were slain by the men of Munster. In

the same year, the Four Masters record that there was great war be-
tween the Danes and Irish, and king Brian led his forcestoAthCar-

thinn,and for the space oi' three months attacked the fortresses of

the Danes, and obtained victories over them, and Brian erected

many fortresses, as those of Kincora, and others. The Danes
and Lagenians made war on Brian, who proceeded with his forces

as far as Slieve Margy, in Leix, and he laid waste Leinster as far

as Dublin. In A. D. 1013, according to the Annals of Inisfallen,

Malaehy, king of Meath, having complained to Brian of the devas-

tations of the Danes and Lagenians, Brian, with a great force,

marched against them, and plundered Ossory, and his son, Mur-
rogh, ravaged Leinster, as far as Glendalough, and the Termon of

St. Kevin—took many hostages, and carried of}' great preys,

which he brought to Brian, at Kilmainham, near Dublin, where
Brian, with the men of Munster and of Connaught, remained en-

camped from Lammas to Christmas, without receiving battle from

the Danes or Lagenians during that period.

The Battle of Clontarf—Brian Boroimhe, commonly called

Brian Boru, got the surname Boroimhe, or Borumha, which sig-

nifies of the "Tribute, as the Irish word Boroimhe means tril)ute of

cows or other cattle, and he derived this appellation of Brian of

the Tributes, from his having compelled the kings of Leinster and

of Tara, and also the Danes, to pay him tributes. Brian was son

of Cinneidc, king ofThomond, of the tribe of the Dalcassians, and
race of Heber. Lorcan, king of Munster, died A. D. 942, and
Cinneidc, son of Lorcan, succeeded as king ofThomond, and died

A. D. 950 ; he was succeeded by his son Mahon, a celebrated

warrior, who gained many great victories over the -Oanes of Mun-
, ster. Mahon was slain A. D. 970, according to the Annals of

Inisfallen, and his brother Brian then became king of Munster,
over which he ruled with great power and prosperity for a long

period. About A. D. lOUO, Brian entered into a contest for the

sovereignty of Ireland, with the monarch Malacby II. whom he
ultimately conquered and deposed in A.D. 1002, and marching his

victorious forces to Meath, had himself proclaimed monarch of

Ireland, at Tara, the residence of the ancient kings, thus trans-

ferring the sceptre from the race of Hy Niall to the House of

Heber. According to the Four Masters, Brian was then in the
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horsemen ; the direction he took towards the end

of the day was along the clear stream of the Shan-

non, through Moy Ailbhe (Moyaliffe, in Tippe-

76th year of his age, and he reinrned as monarch of Ireland twelve

years, toliis death at Clontarf, A. D. 1014. A sketch of the life of

Brian has heen already given at p. 147, in the note on Thomond.
Brian, for a period of about forty years, waged incessant war witii

the Danes and their allies, particularly in Leinster and Munster,
and, according to the various annalists and historians, he defeated

them in more than forty battles, and having reduced the Danes of

Leinster and Munster to subjection, he permitted them to reside

in the cities of Dublin, Watcrford, Limerick, and Cork, for pur-

poses of commerce, but compelled them to pay hira tributes, and
it is stated by Keating, O'kalloran, and others, that he levied

annually on the Danes of Limerick 305 pipes of red wine, and
150 pipes of wine, yearly, on the Danes of Dublin. The following

account of the Battle of Clontarf has been collected from the

Annals of Inisfallen, of Ulster, and of the Four Masters ; from the

histories of Keating, O'Halloran, kc, and from some ancient

Irish MSS. in the library of Sir William Betham, and also from the

Icelandic Saga in Johnstone's Celto-Scandinavian, and Celto-

Normanie Antiquities, and various other sources. Sitric III.

Danish king of Dublin, having leagued with his relative, Maol-
mora Mac Jlurrogh, king of Leinster, to avenge the various de-

feats and disasters they had sustained in their battles with Brian

Boru and king Malachy, and determined, if possible, to acquire

the entire sovereignty of Ireland, they, for this purpose, secretly

dispatched emissaries to collect and combine all the forces they

possibly could, for the invasion of Ireland, amongst the Danes and
Norwegians of Northumberland, and of the Orkney Islands, the

Hebrides, and Isle of Mann, together with auxiliaries from Den-
mark, Norway, and Sweden, and also, it is said, from the Nor-
mans of France, and some Belgians, with some Britons from Wales
and Cornwall. The Annals of Inisfallen state that Danish forces

came from all the places above-mentioned, and from all parts of

the world where the Danes resided, and the Four Masters men-
tion that all the Foreigners of eastern Europe came against Brian

and Malachy. A powerful fleet, with those combined forces of
foreigners, arrived at the bay of Dublin on Palm Sunday, the 18th
of April, A. D. 1014, under the command of Brodar, the Danish
admiral. The entire of these combined foreign forces, together

with the Danes of Dublin, and other parts of Ireland, amounted to

twelve thousand men, and their Irish allies, the Lagenians, under
Maolmora ^lac Murrogh, king of Leinster, numbered nine thou-
sand, thus making in all 21,000 men, and according to the Annals of

Inisfallen,they amounted to sevenCatha or battalions, and each C«^/i
or battalion, according to tlie Irish writers, consisted of 30(10 men.
The forces from Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, were under the

command of two ])rinces, named Carolus Knutus and Andreas,
sons of Sueno, king of Denmark, and a body of 1000 Norwegian
warriors, completely covered with coats of mail, of brass and
iron, was commanded by Carolus and Anrud, two sons of Eric,

king of Norway. The Northmen, from the Orkneys, Hebrides,
Isle of Mann, and Northumberland, were commanded by Sigurd,
earl of Orkneys, the son of Lodar, assisted by Brodar, the Danish
admiral, Oittir the Black, and other chiefs. The Danes of Dublin
and other parts of Ireland, were commanded by Sitric, the Danish
king, and two valiant chiefs, named Dolat and Conmaol. Their
Irish allies, the Lagenians, were commanded by their king, Maol-
mora; Boadan, prince of West Leinster; the son of Tuathal,
prince of Moy Liffey ; the son of Brogarvan, prince of Oti'aly, and
other chiefs. It is stated by Keating and others, that when Maol-
mora, king of Leinster, found all his foreign allies assembled, he
sent a herald to Brian Boru, challenging him to battle on the
Plains of Clontarf. This custom prevailed amongst the ancient
Irish, of selecting a time and place, according to mutual consent,
to decide their contests in a pitched battle. Brian had been some
time making preparations to meet this powerful confederacy of
foreign and domestic enemies, and having collected his forces, he
was some time encamped, us before stated, on the plains of Kil-

mainbam, near Dublin. The Dalcassianx, or troops of Thomond,

rai-y), and he made a prey in Dubhfhed-Ua-Luig-

dcach (Borrisoleigh) early on the following morning,

with which he proceeded directly eastward to Cor-

coUeeted from Clare, Limerick, and Tipperary, were commanded
by himself in person, and his eldest son Murrogh, aided by his

Ave other 8ons,Teige, Donogh.Donal, Conor, and Flann; Torlogh,
the son of Murrogh, and grandson of Brian Boru, together with
fifteen other valiant young chiefs, nephews and relations of Brian,
also fought in this battle. Murrogh, the eldest son of Brian, had
the chief command, and though beyond the period of middle life,

being in the G3d year of his age, yet he displayed uncommon en-
ergy , beino^ a man of great bodily strength and distinguished valour,

and he slew several of the Danish chieftains in single combat. The
Etigenians, or troops of Desmond and Desies, collected from those
parts ofSouth Munster, which now form Cork, Kerry and Waterford,
were commanded by Cian, or Kian, prince of Desmond, ancestor of
the O'Mahonys, who is stated by the Annalists to have exceeded all

the men of Erin in stature and beauty. Various other chieftains

are mentioned as commanders of the Dalcassians, oftheEugenians,
or Desmonians, Desians, &c., as Mothla O'Felan, prince of Desies,

or Waterford ; Mac Beotach, prince of Kerry Luachra, ancestor
of the O'Conors, lords of Kerry ; Scanlan, prince of Lough Lein,

or Killarney ; Hugh, son of Loughlin, prince of Conagh ; Donal,
prince of Corcabaiscin, in Clare; Hugh the Wounder, prince of
Ely ; Loinseach, prince of Conall Gabhra, in Limerick ; Mac Dona-
gan, prince of .Vra, in Tipperary; Cathal, the son of Donnabhain,
prince of Carberry, in Cork ; Murtogh, prince of Hy Liathain, in

Cork; Geifihionach O'Dubbgain, prince of Fermoy, in Cork. The
various Munster clans were led to Clontarf by those chiefs and
others, the ancestors of the O'Briens, Mae Carthys, O'Mahonys,
O'Conors, O'CarroUs, O'Connells, O'Donoghoes, O'Donovans,
Mac Namaras, O'Felans, O'Keeffes, &c. The Cunnaught forces
who came to the aid of Brian, were commanded b.v Teige O'Conor,
king of Coimaught ; Maolroona O'Heyne, prince of Aidhne, in

Galway, who was brother-in-law of Brian ; 'Teige O'Kelly, prince

of Hy Maine, in Galway; O'Flaherty, ancestor of the lords of

West Connaught of that name; Murtogh O'Cadhla, prince of

Connamara, and Conor, son of Maolroona, prince of Moylurg, an-
cestor of the Mac Dermotts of Roscommon ; Malachy, king of

Meath, came with 1000 men, and according to Keating and
O'Halloran, the king of Ulster made an offer of Ids troops and
services, which was declined by Brian, in consequence of some
former feuds between them. Flaherty O'Neill was at that time
king of Ulster, and though he did not come, some of the Ulster
chiefs joined the standard of Brian at Clontarf. O'Carroll, prince

of Oirgiall, and Maguire, prince of Fermanagh, who are mentioned
as two of tlie most illustrious of the men of Erin, came with their

Ultonian forces, and also Felim O'Neill, a famous warrior, who
killed a.Danish champion in single combat, and carried off his

shield, which was ornamented with silver, and hence he was
called Felim of the Silver Shield. Sitric, a prince of Ulster, and
a valiant warrior, is mentioned by O'Halloran as having fought on
the side of Brian ; he was probably some chief of Danish descent,

or the name Sitric might have been taken by some Irish chief

from intermarriage with the Danes. The Mormaors, or Great
Stewards of Lennox and Marr, came with their forces from Scot-
land to assist the Irish, as hereafter explained.

Brian's entire army is considered to have amounted to about
twenty thousand men, and the combined forces of the Danes and
their allies amounted to 21,000, thus making in all more than

40,000 men engaged on both sides at Clontarf. The Danish forces

all assembled at Clontarf, and were formed into three great divi-

sions; the first, composed of the Danes of Dublin and other parts

of Ireland, joined by the 1000 Norwegian warriors clad in coats of

mull, was commanded by Sitric, king of Dublin, and the larls

Dolat, Conmaol, Anrud, and Carolus ; the second, composed of

the Lagenians, and a battalion of Danes, were under Slaolmora,

king of Leinster, and his chiefs ; and the third body, composed of

the foreign auxiliaries from Denmark, from the Orkneys, kc,
was under the command of Brodar, the Danish admiral, and Si-

gurd, earl of Orkneys. Brian's army was likewise formed into
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catenadh, and to Ikerrin (in Tipperary). The

forces of the country in every direction through

which he passed, collected in pursuit of him, viz.,

three divisions, the first composed of the Dalcassians, commanded

by himself in person, his son Murrogh, and other chiefs ; the

second body composed of the Conacians under king Teige O'Conor,

and the other chiefs above mentioned; the third division was

formed by the Desmonians and Desians, under Kian, and the other

chieftains of Desmond. Malachy, l<ing of Meath, with his forces,

was appointed to assist the Dalcassians in the first division; and

the Ultonians co-operated with the Desmonians in the third divi-

vision, as did likewise the great Stewards of Lennox and Marr.

It does not appear there were any Crron/r?/ engaged on either side

at Clontarf ; the armies of the ancient Irish were chiefly composed

of foot forces, and tlie Kerns or light infantry of those days were

armed with spears, javelins, darts, slings, bows and arrows, and

they sometimes flung showers of stones when in want of other

weapons ; they were extremely swift of foot, active in attacking,

and rapid in retreating, and made tierce and irregular onsets into

the ranks of their opponents. The Gallnglasses or heavy infantry,

were select men of great strength and stature, armed with swords

and battle-axes, and being more steady and disciplined than the

Kerns, stood firmly in tiieir ranks, and bore the brunt of battle.

The chief weapons of the Danish warriors were the sword, spear,

and battle-axe, and tliey also had bodies of arcliers and slingers.

A great body of the Danisli and Norwegian warriors were, as

above stated, clad in armour or coats of mail of brass and iron, and

wore iron helmets and breast-plates, and they used large round or

oval sliields made of wood, bound with hoops of iron, and coloured

red. The Sf(i)idar(L^ of the Danes, as before described at p. 4.58, bore

the figure of a Raven, which was the chief ensign on their banners.

The Standards of the ancient Irish bore repi'esentations of various

trees and animals, as the yew, the mountain ash, the oak, &c. ; of

wolf dogs or grey hounds, lions, leopards, deer, &c. ; of weapons,
as shields, swords, spears, and battle-axes; of musical instruments,

as the Harp, Pipes, &c. Accounts of these banners are given in

some of the Ossianic poems, and the bards also mention that the

ancient warriors used a banner called Gal-Grelne, signifying a
Sun-Burst or Sun-Beam, and it bore a representation of the Sun
and its rays. The banners were of various colours, green, blue,

white, and red, but it ap|)ears red was a favourite colour, as Ire-

land is frequently designated Banha-na-iitBratach Ruadh, that

is, Ireland of the Red Banners. In O'Brien's Irish Dictionary at

the word Concobar, it is stated tliat three Lions Rampant were
the figures always borne on the Ijanners of Brian Born in liis various

battles. A few days before the battle Brian detached his son

Donogh at the head of a battalion of the JIunster troops into Lein-
ster to lay waste the territory of his enemy Maolmora, but ex-
pecting that Donogh would be back in time for the conflict at

Clontarf, however, Donogh did not return till the day after the
battle, which was considered a great loss. At sun-rise on the

morning of Good Friday, the 23rd of April, Brian, at the head of

his forces, marched from the camp at Kilmainham to Clontarf,

and made an animating jiarangue encouraging his men to the
encounter against these fierce pirates and Pagans, who had so

frequently laid waste the country, and ravaged their towns, cities,

and churches, with ruthless fury, and holding a sword in his right

hand, and in his left a crucifix, he exhorted them by the symbol
of the Cross, and reminding them that the day was the anniversary

of Christ's Passion, he assured them of victory. The royal tent

being pitched, Brian's standard was advanced, and the Raven-
bearing banner of the Danes unfurled, fierce battle cries, and shouts
of defiance arose on either side. The Irish bards raised the Rosy-
Catha or war-song, and the Scandinavian Skalds recited their

battle odes, and animated their champions to the contest. The
brazen-tongued war-trumpets were blown with terrific blasts ; the
warriors rushed to the encounter, and the conflict raged on all

sides with surpassing fury ; showers of arrows and darts darkened
the air, and volleys of stones from the slings whizzed through the
ranks ; the swords and battle-axes rang qh the helmets and coats

those of Ely O'Fogarty, of Hy Luigdeach, Pobal

Droma and Pobal Purcell (all districts in Tipperary);

the people of those territories deemed it a great

of mail ; tlje spears were shivered in the shock ; shields and buck-
lers were rent asunder, the champions were cloven down, heroes

were hacked and hewed to pieces, and in heaps of carnage lay tiie

slain. The brave Murrogh, son of Brian, led the van, and the •

various Irish chiefs performed prodigies of valour, and amongst
those Torlogh, son of Murrogh, then only in the 16th year of his

age, was particularly distinguished for his prowess and deeds of

heroism. The battalion of 1000 Northmen in coats of mail, did

great execution amongst the Irish during the early part of the

battle, but being attacked by Murrogh, at the head of his chosen
battalions, those steel-clad champions were cloven down, and
hewed through their iron helmets and armour by the heavy battle-

axes and strong arms of the dauntless and well disciplined Dal-
cassians, and scarcely one of the foreigTi warriors escaped to tell

the fortunes of that day. Of the Danish commanders, Murrogh
slew in single combat Sigurd, earl of Orkneys, whose scull he clove

with one blow of his battle-axe ; this commander is mentioned by
some writers as Sitric, son of Lodar, but this is a mistake, for

Sigurd, earl of Orkneys, son of Lodar, was the chieftain slain

at Clontarf. The valiant chiefs Carolus and Conmaol were also

slain by Murrogh ; and Anrud, son of the king of Norway, seeing

his brother Carolus slain, furiously encountered Murrogh, whose
right hand it is said was swollen, and unable to wield the battle-

axe from incessant exertion during the day, but with his left hand
he seized Anrud, and shaking him out of his coat of mail, he

prostrated and pierced him through the body with his sword, but

the Norwegian as he fell grasped Murrogh's skian or dagger, and

as he stooped over him plunged it in his breast, and ga\ e the

heroic Murrogh a mortal wound, of whicli he died on the following

morning. A curious hicident is mentioned, that the Irish cham-
pions in the heat of battle, in order to quench their thirst, and cool

their hands swollen from tbe violent use of the sword and battle-

axe, frequently retired to an adjoining spring, and always returned

to the conflict with fresh vigour, which the Danes observing, at-

tacked the guards placed there, and destroyed the fountain
;

the well is still shown at Clontarf. The combat of Murrogh with

Anrud happened in the evening, and the Danish forces were at

that time nearly vantjuished, and were soon after put to flight in

all directions. Brodar, the Danish commander, having fled with

some followers into a wood near Brian's tent, perceived that the

kuig was guarded only by a few attendants, and taking advantage

of the opportunity, he and his followers rushed into the royal tent

;

he slew the king with his sword, and at the same time cut down a

youth who attended Brian, and valiantly interposed to save the

life of his royal master ; the aged hero, though taken by surprise,

seized his battle-axe, made a brave resistance, and wounded some
of his assailants. The assassin, raising his bloody sword aloft ex-

claimed, " Let it be proclaimed from man to man, that Brian has

fallen by the hand of Brodar," The Danish cliieftain thus endea-

voured to rally his flying forces and renew the contest, but Brian's

guards having heard of the king's death, returned and rushed on

Brodar and his followers with great fury, cut them to pieces, and

having seized Brodar himself, put him to death with excruciating

torments. The battle had now raged with great fury from morn-
ing till near sunset, but the Foreigners and their allies were dis-

comfited and routed on all sides—their ranks broken— their batta-

lions scattered—their champions cut down—their standard bearers

slain, and their Raven-bearing banners trampled in the dust ; the

remnant of their forces fled from the field in all directions, some
to Dublin, and some to their ships ; the Irish warriors like a rush-

ing torrent pursued the flying Foreigners, and terrific was the

uproar and clamour of the combatants, amidst the clashing of

arms, the fierce shouts of the victors, and the wild shrieks of the

vanquished. By the Four Masters the conflict is thus designated

Cuth Cormlh Cluana Tairbh, that is, Tlie Battle of Clontarf of

the Heroes, and they describe it as " a sanguinary, violent, most
fierce, furious, and unparalleled battle, the like of which was not
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prize for them to find John with so small a force,

and they boldly and fiercely attacked him ; but,

however, the pursuers were defeated, and eighteen

fought before that time." Tlie Chronicon Scotorum, says, that
" no battle equal to this had been fought in Ireland for many ages."

After the Danish forces were put to flight, they were pursued,

some to Dublin, and others to their ships at Ilowth, with dreadful

carnage, and great numbers of them were drowned, and some hun-

dreds of the women who accompanied the Danish army were
likewise slain and drowned ; king Sitric, with the remnant of his

Danish forces and their Leinster allies, fled to Dublin. In the

well-contested and sanguinary conflict of Clontarf many thousands

fell on each side, but the accounts of the numbers slain are dif-

ferent. According to accounts given by Keating, O'Halloran,

and others, the Danes and their allies lost about thirteen thousand

men ; namely, 4000 of the Danes of Dublin and other parts of

Ireland; 6000 of the Danes, Norwegians, and other foreign auxi-

liaries ; and 3000 of the men of Leinster. The accounts of the

number of Brian's forces slain are also various, some making the

number 4000, others 7000, and some state that no less than 1 1,000

of the Irish were slain. According to the Annals of Ulster 6000
of the Danish forces were slain, but, according to the Annals of

Innisfallen, which are considered the best authority on this sub-

ject, there were 13,000 of the Danish forces slain, thus mentioned

in the Irish " Torchar tri mile deag do Ghallaibh," which, in Dr.

O'Connor's edition of the Annals, is by some mistake in the

tignres,made 3012. From a consideration of the different accounts,

it appears that at least 10,000 of the D.anish forces, and 3000

of their allies, the Lagenians, both making 13,000, and about

7000 of the Irish, under Brian Boru, kc, fell at Clontarf, the

whole thus amounting to 20,000 men slain in that tremendous

battle. JIaolmora, kmg of Leinster, with 3000 of his forces,

and many of his chiefs, fell in the battle, and almost all the

Danish commanders were slain, many of whom have been above

mentioned, and together with these also fell Gilla Cuaran, son of

Gluniarn, ami Dubhgall, son of Anlaf, both of whom were heirs

presumptive to the kingship of Dublin : Uittir the Black, Suart-

gar, Grisene, and Aulaf, the son of Lagman, were also slain. On
the side of the Irish fell king Brian, and his heroic son Mur-
rogh, together with Torlogh, the son of Murrogh, and Co-
nang, nephew of Brian, one of the heirs to the throne of Mun-
sier ; and, according to some accounts, two or three other

sons of Brian, and many of his nephews and relatives were

slain. Many of the chieftains of Munster already mentioned

as commanders fell, as O'Felan, prince of Desies ; the son of

Beatach, prince of Kerry Luachra; Scanlan, prince of Lough
Lein ; Geibhinnach, prince of Feruioy ; Donal, prince of Corca

Baisgin ; Niall O'Quinn, an intimate friend of Brian, and many
others. Of the Connaught ^commanders fell Mulroona O'Heyne,
prince of Aidhne, and Teige O'Kelly, prince of Hy Jlaine, both iu

Galway. Many other chiefs of the Irish fell whose names are not

recorded. It is stated by some of the historians that Malachy,
king of Meath, who brouglit 1000 men to Clontarf, withdrew his

forces a short distance from the field, and remained a spectator of

the battle, without fighting a blow, which unpatriotic conduct is

said to have arisen from resentment against Brian, who had de-

posed hira some years before, and assumed the sovereignty of

Ireland, leaving Malachy only king of Meath ; but this circum-

stance is not mentioned by the Four Masters, and Charles O'Conor
and others are of a contrary opinion, and consider the account of

Malachy's desertion from the cause of his country as a fabrica-

tion altoiiether improbable ; therefore it is impossible now to de-

termine this point of historical controversy. It appears from the

Four Masters that, towards the end of the battle, Malachy and
his men attacked the Danes and Lagenians, and slew great num-
bers of them, together with Maolmora, king of Leinster, and many
of his chiefs, and that Malachy gained a great victory over them
from the river Tolka to Dublin, by the force of fighting, and the

strength and valour of warriors. It is stated in the ancient MS.
called the Lenbliar Oiris, as given by -Keating, 0'Hallor,an, and
others, that JIalachy, king of Meath, being requested by his re-

of their chiefs, of the heads of clans and towns,

were slain in that engagerrfent ; and John carried

off his prey into the dense and solitary woods of

latives, the Clan Colman, to give an account of the battle of Clon-
tarf, described it as follows :

—" It is impossible for human lan-

guage to describe that battle, nor could less than an angel from
heaven adequately relate the terrors of that day. We were se-
parated from the combatants, as spectators, at no greater distance

than the breadth of a ditch and of a fallow field, the high wind of

the spring blowing towards where we stood. NoC'longer than

half an hour after they commenced the conflict could the com-
batants be distinguished from each other; not even a father or a

brother could recognize each other,*" except by their voices, so

closely were they mingled together. When the warriors engaged
and grappled in close combat, it was dreadful to behold how their

weapons glittered over their heads, in the sun, giving them the
appearance of a numerous flock of white seagulls, flying in the

air. Our bodies and clothes were all covered over as it were with

a red rain of blood, borne from the battle field on the wings of the

wind ; the swords, spears, and battle-axes of the combatants were
so cemented and entangled with clotted blood and locks of hair,

that they could with difficulty use them, and it was a long time

before they recovered their former brightness. To those who be-

held the slaughter, as spectators, the sight was more terrific than
to those engaged in the battle, which continued from sunrise until

the shades of evening, when the full tide carried the ships away,"
The following passages from JIac Pherson's Ossian, in his poem on
Fingal, may be quoted as descriptive of a fierce battle, similar to

that of Clontarf:—" As autumn's dark storms, pouring from two
echoing hills, towards each other, approach the heroes. As two
deep streams from high rocks meet, mix, and roar on the plains

loud, rough and dark in battle met Lochlin and Inisfail ; chief

mixed his strokes with chief, and man with man— steel clanging

sounded on steel—helmets are cleft on liigh—blood bursts and
smokes around—strings murmur on the polished yew—darts rush

along the sky—spears fall like the circles of light, which brighten

the face of night. As the noise of the troubled ocean, when roll

the waves on high—as the last peal of the thunder in heaven, such
is the din of battle—as rushes a stream of foam from the dark
shady steep of Cromla, when the thunder is travelling above, and
dark-brown night sits on half the hill, so fierce, so vast, so terrible,

rushed on the sons of Erin. As roll a thousand waves against the

rocks, so Lochlin's hosi came on : as meets a rock a thousand
waves, so Inisfail met Lochlin's spears." The royal tent, and
Brian's head-quarters, are traditionally said to have been at the

place now pointed out by the name of Conquer Hill, near the sea

shore, a short distance beyond the present village of Clontarf, but
the battle-field extended widely over the adjoining plams, and the

pursuing and retreating parties had fierce conflicts along the shore

towards Rahen.y, Baldoyle, and Howth, on one side, and on the

other as far as the river Tolka, and the place now called Bally-

bough Bridge, towards Dublin. There are on the plains of Clon-

tarf still some remains of large earthen mounds, no doubt the

sepulchres of warriors slain there, and ancient weapons, as swords,

battle-axes, spear-heads, &.C., have been frequently dug up about

the neighbourhood of Clontarf. After the battle the remnant of

the Danish forces, under Sitric, returned to their garrison in Dub-
lin ; and though the attempt to establish Danish supremacy in

Ireland received a death-blow by the victory of Clontarf, yet the

Danes continued at Dublin, Waterford, and other places, and held

considerable power for more than a century after that time. The
day after the battle, Kian, prince of Desmond, came with the re-

mains of the Irish forces, and the wounded, to the camp at Kil-

mainham, and the same day, namely, Easter Saturday, Donogh,
son of Brian Boru, arrived at Kilmainham with his battalion,

which had made a successful expedition into Leinster. Many of
the Irish chiefs slain at Clontarf were buried m the cemetery of

the ancient abbey at Kilmainham, known in modem times by the

name of Bully's Acre. The renowned Brian fell in the 88th year
of his age, and he has been always justly celebrated as one of the
greatestof the Irish kings, eminent for his valour, wisdom, abilities,

3 V
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Bealach More of Moy Dak (on the borders of

Tipperary and -Queen's county), after victory and

slaughter. He was there joined by the sons of

patriotism, piety, munificence and patronage of learning and the

arts ; from tlie eminence of bis cliaracter, as a patriot,a hero, and a

legislator, he has been called the Irish Alfred, and by the Four

Masters he is designated" the Augustus of Western Europe." By
his various victories over the Danes, particularly that of Clontarf,

gained by his energy, valour, and patriotism, he freed his country

from the Danish yoke, but after his death there came no sovereign

who could combine the provincial kings, princes, and chiefs, in any

national confederacy, or crush their ruinous discord and dissen-

sions, with a powerful hand. ' The name of Jirian has, by Maria-

nus Scotus, and some of tlie Irish writers, been enrolled in the

catalogue of the saints and martyrs of Ireland. Clontarf has been

called the Marathon of Ireland,' but it does not appear that any

monument has been ever raised to the memory of Brian or the

heroes who fell in that battle, or any triumphal column erected to

commemorate the victory. Brian, foreseeing the probability of his

death at Clontarf, had directed by his will that his remains should

be buried at Armagh, the cathedral of which he had endowed with

large donations of cattle and gold. On Easter Saturday, the day

after the battle, Brian's body was conveyed in solemn procession

to the abbey of St. Colunikille at Swords, by the monks of that

place, and on Easter Sunday from thence to the monastery of St.

Kianan at Duleek ; the third day to the abbey of Louth, and on

the fourth to Armagh, attended by Maolniuire, archbishop of

Armagh, and his clergy in procession ; the body was embalmed,
and the funeral obsequies continued incessantly for twelve days and

nights, with great magnificence and solemnity, and the remains

then buried in a stone coiiin at the north side of the great altar in

the cathedral of Armagh. The bodies of Murrogh, son of Brian,

and his son Torlogh, together with the heads of Conang, nephew
of Brian, and of Mothia O'Felan, prince of Desics, were buried at

the same time in the south side of the cathedral. There still re-

main unpublished many interesting Irisli MS. poems and prose

compositions on the Life and heroic actions of Brian Born, the

Battle of Clontarf, &c., of which accounts are given in O'Reilly's

Irish writers. The celebrated Ciiolla Moduda, abbot of Ardbrac-
can, an eminent historian, in the twelfth century, in his chrono-

logical poem on the Christian Kings of Ireland, given in the first

volume of Dr. O'Conor's Rer. Hib. Scrip., has on Brian Boru
verses to the following efTect

:

" A raven of the sea—a rapid torrent,

M'as Brian the brave, over Erin of varied fame.

Free from sadness, free from grief, and free from stain,

For twelve years of deserved prosperity;

To Clontarf of the clans of direful deeds.

Contending with the warlike chiefs of Denmark

;

Nearly victorious were the Foreigners,

And they slew Brian Boruma."

Mac Liag, who was chief bard to Brian Boru, and of whom an ac-

count is given at A. D. 1UI.5, in O'Reilly's Irish Writers, compo.sed

a work on Brian's battles, with some poems on his death, ami a

translation of one of them is given ir. the Irish Penny Journal for

Januarj', 1841, commencing with these two verses

—

" O where, Kincora, is Brian the Great,
And where is the beauty that once was thine?

Oh where are the princes and nobles that sate

At the feast in thy halls, and drank the red wine ?

" Oh, where Kincora are thy valorous lords ?

Oh, whither, thou Hospitable, are they gone?
Oh, where are the Dalcassians of the golden swords ?

And where are the warriors that Brian led on?"

Brian is mentioned to have been a man of majestic stature, highly
distinguished for his personal prowess, bravery, and feats of arms.

Mac Gillpatrick, and the son of O'Carroll, along

with a great number of insurgents and depredators,

and all parties proceeded to Slieve Bloom, and

in his various battles ; his residence, as above mentioned, was at

the palace of Kincora, on the banks of the Shannon, near Killaloe,

in the county of Clare ; the place was called in Irish Ceann Cora,

which signifies the Head of the Weir, from one placed there on

the Shannon, and there are still to be seen some remains of the

great earthen rauiparfs which surrounded his fortress. Amongst
the recollections of Brian Boru it may be mentioned that his Harp
is still preserved in the Museum of Trinity College, Dublin.

Moore commemorates the glories of Brian in one of his beautiful

Melodies, commencing thus :

—

" Remember the glories of Brian the brave,

Though the days of the Hero are o'er,

Tl^ough lost to Momonia, and cold in his grave,

He returns to Kincora no more,

That star of the field, which so often had poured

Its beam on the battle, is set.

But enough of its glory remains on each sword
To light us to victory yet."

The battle of Clontarf is mentioned by some ancient foreign

writers, and Lanigan in his Ecclesiastical History (vol. iii. p. 423),

quotes the following passage from the Chronicle of Ademar, a

monk of Angouleme in France, who wrote his book in the beginning

of the eleventh century, shortly after the period of the battle of

Clontarf—" His temporibus Normanni supradicti, quod patres

eurum nimquam pcrpetrasse ausi sunt, cum innumera classe

Hiherniam insulam, qu;c Irlanda dicitur, iiigressi sunt una cum
uxoribus et liberis et captivis Christianis, quos fecerant sibi servos

ut Irlandis extinctis, ipsi pro ipsis inhabitarent opulentissimam

terram, qua; xii. eivitates, cum amplissimis episcopatibus et unum
regem habet, ac propriam linguam, sed Latinas litteras, quam S.

Patricius Roraanus ad fidem convertit," &c. " In these times the

above mentioned Northmen, a thing which their fathers never

dared to do, with an innumerable fleet, invaded the island Hiber-

nia, which is called Ireland, accompanied by their wives and chil-

dren, and the Christian captives whom they had made their slaves,

that having exterminated the Irish, they themselves in their stead,

should inhabit that most weulthy land, which has 12 cities, with

most ample bishopricks and one king, its own language, but the

Latin letters, which country St. Patrick the Roman converted to

the Christian faith." In Ademar's Chronicle it is further stated,

that all the Northmen were slain in Ireland, and that crowds of

their women flying from their pursuers, threw themselves into the

sea, and, according to Ademar, the battle continued three days.

As already stated, the Mor Maorsfor Great Stewards of Len-

nox and Marr, in Scotland, came with their forces to the aid of

the Irish at Clontarf, whicli circumstance may be thus accounted

for—Core, khig of Cashel, in the fourth century, of the tribe of

the Eugenians of Desmond, having been expelled from the sove-

reignty of Munster, retired to Albany, or Scotland, where he

married the princess Mongfinna, daughter of Feredach, king of

the Picts, as stated in O'Flaherty'sOgygia (vol. i. p. 286, and vol.

ii. p. 304), by whom he had three sons, who became possessed of

extensive territories, and from them were descended the Great

Stewards of Lennox and Marr, dignities afterwards held by the

royal family of the Stuarts, some of whom were afterwards earls

and dukes of Lennox and Richmond. Muredach, High Steward
of Lennox, and Donald High Steward of IVIarr, were slain at Clon-

tarf, fighting on the side of their relatives the Eugenians of Des-
mond. As already explained in the course of these notes, the an-

cient Scottish kings, and the royal house of Stuart, were descended

from the Irish princes of the race of Carbry Riada, who con-

quered Scotland from the Picts, in the sixth century ; and amongst
the Scottish nobility descended from the Milesian Irish, may be

mentioned the Campbells, dukes of Argyle, and many other nolile

families oftliat name, who, according to the Ogygia and the gene-

alogies of Keating, are shown to have been a branch of the Ithian
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thither came to them all the people of note of Offaly

and of Leix. It was a fit place for plunder where

John, the son ofJames, was, on that mountain, for

race of Mimster, of the same descent as the O'Driscolls, powerful

chiefs in Cork, and other chiefs in Munster, mentioned in the note

on Desmond.
Sigurd, the Norwegian, earl of the Orkney Islands, who fought

on the side of the Danes, and was slain atClontarf, is called in the

Saga Sigurd the Big, being a man of great size and strength ; he
was son of Lodar or Lodver, earl of Orkneys. In the latter end
of the ninth century, A. D. 894, the Norwegians, under their larls,

Sigurd and Thorstein the Red, conquered the Orkneys, Hebrides,

and Isle of Mann, together with a great part of the North of Scot-

land, and they and their descendants, as larls or Earls, held those
territories for many centuries. Tliorfinn, called the Skull-

Cleaver, was a powerful earl of the Orkney Isles, in the latter end
of the tenth century, about A.D. 990; he and his successor,

Sigurd, fought many battles with the Mor Maors, or great Stew-
ards of Moray, and other Scottish chiefs who attempted to re-

cover those countries from the Norwegians. This Sigurd was the

earl of Orkneys who came to Clontarf, and his son, Thorfinn, suc-
ceeded as earl, and conquered a great part of the North of Scot-
land ; in his time, Shakespear's Macbeth, who was Mor Maor of
Moray, and a descendant of the Scottish kings of Irish race,

usurped the throne of Scotland, and reigned in the Southern half
of the kingdom, while his ally, Thorfinn, ruled over the North.
The kings of Norway, and the Norwegian earls, ruled over the
Isle of Mann and the Hebrides, down to the middle of the thir-

teenth century, and to the fifteenth century over the Orkne}' Is-

lands, and formed alliances with the great Scottish chiefs of tlie

Highlands and Hel)rides, as the earls of Moray, the earls of Marr,
the earls of Argyle, and the Mac Donalds, lords of the Isles.

Amongst the causes which led to the battle of Clontarf, the
Irish historians mention, that Maolmora, king of Leinster, being
on a visit at the court of Brian Boru, at Kincora, he one day was
present while Murrogh, eldest son of Brian, was engaged in a
game of chess, and Maolmora having advised his antagonist to

make a move, Viy which Murrogh lost the game, he being pro-
voked by the interference of the king of Leinster, who was only a
looker-on, sharply remarked, that if Maolmora had given the
Danes such good advice at Glen Mama they would not have hist

that battle. This observation highly incensed Maolmora, who
considered himself insulted, as the loss of the battle of Glen Slama,
where he was an ally to the Danes, was attributed to his mis-
management. The king of Leinster immediately quitted Kincora,
much enraged, and he leagued with the Danes to be revenged for

the insult he had received. It is to be observed that Maolmora,
king of Leinster, was brother-in-law of Brian Boru, as the sister

of Maolmora, named Gormflaith, was Brian's wife at that time
;

his first wife was Mora, daughter of Flann O'Heync, prince of
Hy Fiachra Aidhne, in Galway;and it appears that in rather
advanced age he married Gormflaith, then a widow, whose first

husband had been Aulaf, the Danish king'of Dublin, by whom she
had a son, Sitric, who Commanded the Danes at Clontarf. The
death of Gormflaith, or Gormlaith, is recorded in the Four Mas-
ters at A. D. 1030, and in a verse quoted, it is said that she made
three leaps, the equal of which no woman ever made before, namely,
that of Dublin, of Tara, and of Cashel, thus signifying her three
elevations, that when the wife of Aulaf the Dane, she was queen
of Dublin, and when married to Brian Boru, she was queen of
Cashel and of Tara.

The Vanish account of the Battle of Clontarf is extremely
curious, and given in the Danish under the designation of Brians
Bardnyi, that is, Brian's Battle, in the Niula Saga of the Ice-

landic historians, together with a Latin version in Johnstone's
Celto-Scandinavian Antiquities, from which the following par-
ticulars have been taken :— Sitric, son of Aulaf Quaran, became
Danish king of Dublin, and Kormloda, who is the same as Gorm-
laith of the Irish writers, Sitric's mother, and wife of Aulaf, had
for her second husband Brian, king of Ireland, According to the

he slept only on heaps ofstones or earth, and drank

nothing but the cold water of the limpid stream,

from the palms of his hands, or out of his shoes

;

Saga, Kormloda is said to have been the most beautiful of women,
hut having been repudiated by Brian, she conspired against his life,

afid endeavoured to persuade her son Sitric to kill Brian, and
Sitric was induced to go to Scotland and enter into a league with
Sigurd, earl of Orkneys, to make war on Brian, to which Sigurd
at length consented, on condition that Sitric's mother, Kormloda,
should marry him, and that if Brian was conquered Sigurd himself

should become king of Ireland. Sitric, having concl uded his league

with Sigurd, who agreed to bring all his forces to Dublin by Palm
Sunday, returned to Dublin, and his mother, Kormloda, advised

him to seek the aid of two famous Danish pirates, Ospak and
Brodar, who had a fleet of thirty ships in the Isle of JIann. Bro-
dar was induced to join Sitric by a promise similar to that made
to Sigurd, namely, that he would give him his mother, Kormloda,
in marriage, on which Brodar agreed to come to Dublin with his

forces on Palm Sunday. It is said that Brodar had been some
time a Christian, and was promoted as a deacon, but having re-

jected the Christian faith, he became a blasphemer of God, and
returned to the worship of his idols ; he was deeply skilled in

magic, and admirably conversant with all the arts of war, and
determined every thing by the sword ; he was a man of immense
strength, and great stature, and his copious dark hair was so

long that it reached, in flowing locks, down to the belt about his

middle. Brodar and Ospak having disagreed, Ospak detached his

forces from Brodar, sailed to Ireland, and gave information to

Brian of the great league formed against him, on which Brian col-

lected his forces to prepare for battle. Ospak remained in great

esteem at the court of Brian, and became a convert to the Chris-

tian faith. Sigurd, earl of Orkneys, according to agreement,

sailed for Ireland with great forces, accompanied by several larls

and chiefs, as Flosi, Gilia, Thorstein, Eafiie Ilaudi, or Rafne the

Red, &c., and on Palm Sunday the earls came with their entire

army to Dublin, where Brodar had already arrived with all his

forces, as thus expressed in the Saga, " larlinnkommed allanher

Sinn at Palma degi til Dyflinnar, thar var oc kommin Brodir med
allan, her sinn." Brodar, having applied to some magicians to

know the result of the battle, got a response, that if it was fought

on Friday, Brian would fall, after gaining the victory, but iffought

before that day, all those who came against Brian would he slain,

hence this oracular response decided Brodar to fight the battle on
Friday, as the most favourable day for the Danes. After Brian

had arrived with all his forces at Dublin, they were led out near

the city, and both sides prepared for battle, but it is stated that

Brian was averse to fight on Friday, that day being Good Friday.

The Danish forces were commanded by Brodar and Sitric, king of

Dublin, on each wing, and the centre by Sigurd, earl of Orkneys,

whose mother was Andura, daughter of Kiarval, an Irish king.

The names of Brian's commanders are different from those given

in the Irish accounts, being generally much changed in the Danish
language. Ulfr Hrteda, a famous warrior, who is stated to have
been Brian's brother, and was probably the chieftain named
Maolroona O'Heyne, brother-in-law of Brian, commanded the

right wing of the army opposed to Brodar ; Ospak, the Danish

chief who had joined Brian, led on the other wing opposed to

Sitric ; and a famous champion called Kerthialfadr, commanded
the centre, and the Standards were carried before him ; this chief

appears to have been Murkertacb, or Murrogh, son of Brian

Boru. Both armies commenced the battle with great fury, and

Brodar broke through the ranks of his opponents, cutting down
all those who stood in the front lines, and nothing could with-

stand or make an impression on him—not even the iron weapons.

Ulfr having advanced against Brodar, struck him three tremendous

blows which prostrated him, and as soon as he recovered his feet, he

fled to an adjoining wood. Kerthialfadr and earl Sigurd contended

in fierce combat, and all those who stood in the foremost ranks on

either side, were prostrated to the earth, and Kerthialfadr broke

through the earl's forces as far as the standards, clove down the

3 f 2



516 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1580,

his cooking utensils were the long rods of the

wood, by which he dressed the flesh meat he took

from his enemies. He continued to harrass the

standard bearer, and having killed several others who took the

standard in suece:-sion, carl Sigurd coinraanded the champion

called Rafne Raudi, or liafne the Red, to carry the standard, but

Rafne refused, and cried out " Carry the Pest yourself." Aimufid

the Fair was killed, and soon after carl Sigurd himself was slain,

being transfixed with a javelin. Tlie Danish forces were routed

and slaughtered on all sides, and king Sitric himself was put to

flight. Rafne the Red,havingbeen pushed into a river (the Tolka),

by the pursuers, imagined, it is said, that he saw the torments of the

infernal regions, and that demons endeavoured to snatch him away,

on which heexclaimed, " O Peter, the Apostle, I, thy dog, will run

twice, aye three times to Rome, if thou give me the power ;" on

saying which he was liberated, and crossed tlie river. This curious

incident may be thus explained, that Rafne being pursued and

tumbled into the river Tolka by the Irish, they saved his life on

his promising to become a Christian, and make a pilgrimage to

Rome. In the meantime Brodar, perceiving Brian's soldiers iu

pursuit of the flying Danes, and none left to guard the royal tent,

rushed forward with some of his followers from their concealment

in the wood, and, attacking the king with his sword, slew him, and

it is said, cut off his head, together with the hand of an attending

page, who had stretched it forth to save the king, and he then

cried out—" Let it be proclaimed from man to man that Brian has

fallen by Brodar." Immediately on hearing of Brian's death, the

soldiers, who were in pursuit of the Danes, returned with Ulfr and
Kertliialfadr, and having taken Brodar, tliey hung him on a tree,

and tore out his entrails. It is stated that almost all the Danish

forces and their cliiefs were slain, and many curious particulars are

related in the Saga concerning the battle, amongst others, that

Thorstein, one of the Danish chiefs, in his flietht stopped to tie the

thongs of his shoes, on which he was asked by Kertliialfadr, why
he did not run like the rest, he replied " Because I will not be

able to reach this evening ray own home in Iceland, where I have
my household gods ;" on saying which his life was saved by the

Irish, and they took him under tlieir protection. In seven days
after Brian's Battle, Rafne the Red cauie to Gilla, earl of the

Hebrides, and related the death of the earl Sigurd, Brodar, and all

the other chiefs, and when asked what had hapi)ened his com-
panions, replied that they had all fallen in the battle except
Thorstein, who was saved by the Irish. Various visions, porten-

tous appearances, and lecends, are related in the Saga respecting

the fight of Clontarf, which confirm the tremendous defeat of the

Northmen, who long remembered the fatal tale of Brian's Battle.

A curious ancient poem from the Icelandic Saga, on the Battle of
' Clontarf, is given in the Orcades, or History of the Orkney Isles,

by the Danish historian Thermodus Torfeus, and also in Johnstone's

Celto-Scandinavian Antiquities, in Danish and in Latin. In this

poem Hilda, the Scandinavian goddess of War and Victory, is

represented with her goddesses called Valkyrie, who attended bat-

tle fields and conveyed the spirits of the heroes slain to the Hall
of Odin, as having been seen on the very day of the battle in

Caithness in Scotland, by a man named Darrauilar ; they were all

on horseback, riding full speed towards a hill, into a cavern of

which they entered, and on looking through an opening in the

rocks, he saw twelve gigantic females working at a sort of loom,

and weaving a web, and using as their instruments human heads,

mangled limbs, swords, spears, arrows, and other weapons, and
singing dreadful incantations, which when they had finished they
tore the web of War and Victory into twelve pieces, and each
taking her portion, they mounted their black steeds, and rode off

with rapid speed, six to the north, and six to the south, holding
drawn swords in their hands, and they are represented as having
come to the field of Clontarf to animate and protect the heroes of
the Northmen in the battle. A passage in this poem relative to the
death of Brian, is to the following effect

—" On the race of Irar
(Erin), such a sorrow will fall as can never be forgotten amongst
men." Gray, in his beautiful Ode entitled the Fatal Sisters, has
given a spirited paraphrase of this poem, which keeps near the

Butlers, and plunder Ossory from that place, and

he afterwards made an incursion into Leix, and

plundered and burned the monastery of Leix, on

original, and the following verses particularly refer to the Battle

of Clontarf. The youthful king mentioned in the poem as being

saved, was Sitric, king of Dublin, and the king who was killed

was Brian ; the dauntless earl who was slain was Sigurd, earl of

Orkneys.

" Now the storm begins to lour.

Haste, the loom of Hell prepare,

Iron-sleet of arrowy shower
Hurtles in the darkened air.

" Glittering lances are the loom,

Where the dusky warp we strain.

Weaving many a Soldier's doom,
Orkney's woe, and Randver's bane.

" See the grisly texture grow,

'Tis of human entrails made.
And the weights, that play below,

Each a gasping warrior's head.

" Shafts for shuttles, dipped in gore.

Shoot the trembling cords along,

Sword that once a monarch bore.

Keeps the tissue close and strong.

" Mlsta, black terrific Maid,
SangrUUi and Hilda see,

Join the wayward work to aid,

•'Tis the woof of victory.

" Ere the ruddy sun be set,

Spears must shiver, javelins sing,

Blade with clattering buckler meet,

Hauberk crash, and helmet ring.

*' Weave the crimson web of war,

Let us go and let us fly.

Where our friends the conflict share,

Where they triumph, where they die.

" As the paths of fate we tread.

Wading through the ensanguined field,

Gondula and Geira, spread

O'er the youthful King your shield.

" We the reins to slaughter give.

Ours to kill, and ours to spare;

Spite of danger, he shall live

—

Weave the crimson web of war.

" Sisters, hence with spurs of speed,

Each her thundering falchion wield,

Eacli bestride her sable steed

—

Hurry, hurry to the field.

" Horror covers all the heath,

Clouds of carnage blot the sun.

Sisters, weave the web of death

;

Sisters, cease, the work is done.

" Low the dauntless Earl is laid,

Gored with many a gaping wound
;

Fate demands a nobler head

—

Soon a King shall bite the ground.

" Long his loss shall Erin weep,
Ne'er again his likeness see

;

Long her strains in sorrow steep.

Strains of Immortality !"
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the son of the earl of Ormond, namely, Pierce, the

son of James, son of Pierce Roe ; he plundered

Port Leix (now Portarlington, in Queen's county),

after having slain some of the guards ofthe town
;

he took from them accoutrements, ai-mour, horses,

arms, and much property, but in short he plun-

dered seven towns in Leix in one day. He then

proceeded from one territory to another until he

arrived at Glenmalure (in Wicklow), where James

Eustace and the sons ofHugh (the O'Byrnes), the

son of John, were, by whom he was well received
;

thither came to him the O'Cavanaghs, O'Kinsel-

laghs, O'Byrnes, O'Tooles, and the insurgents of

the country in general, and it would be too tedious

to relate all they had spoiled and plundered on

the English of Leinster and Meath. John and

James Eustace proceeded, about the Michaelmas

following, to meet the Itahans who had come to

his country before that, from whom he expected

relief and assistance ; but it did not happen so to

them, being all slain and massacred by the lord

justice, as we have akeady stated, before they had

reached them.

A. D. 1581.

Torlogh, the son of Donogh, son of Conor, son

of Torlogh, son of Teige O'Brien, who was up-

wards of a year in imprisonment with the English,

was hanged on the 2Gth of May.

The son of the earl of Clanrickard, i.e. William

Burke, the son of Rickard Saxanach, son of Ulick

of the Heads, son of Rickard, son of Ulick of

Knock Tuagh, was hanged in Galway on the third

day after the execution of Torlogh O'Brien, viz.,

Torlogh was hanged on Thursday, and William on

Saturday. The manner in which this had hap-

pened to William was, that having been joined

with his kinsmen in the war, and demolishing

their towns, as we have before stated, he became

sorry for it, and went under the protection of the

English at Galway, the month previous to his ex-

ecution, but he was only deceived by a fictitious

story which was conveyed to him, and he was

taken prisoner and hanged ; all his followers, who
surrendered on the same protection, were also

hanged.

Forty-five persons were hanged in Dublin, for

treasonable crimes.

Barry More, i. e. James, the son ofRichard, son

of Thomas, son of Edmond, who was imprisoned

in Dublin, died ; that James was of the real gene-

alogical stock of Barry Roe, and he was a man
who sufltred in the early part of his life much
trouble and affliction ; and he had no hope or ex-

pectation of even obtaining the title of Barry Roe,

but, however, God granted him the chieftainship

of Barry Maol, and also of Barry Roe (Barry Maol,

or the Bald Barry, and Barrj- Ruadh, or the Red
Barry,were titles bornebytwobranchesofthefamily

of the Barrys, earls of Banymore, in Cork), and not

these alone, but he was nominated chief of Bany-
more, after the destruction of those whose rightful

inheritance it was to possess that title till that

time ; his son, David Barry, was afterwards nomi-

nated the Barry by the earl of Desmond, and ano-

ther son of his was, according to law, lord ofBarry

Roe.

Mac Gillpatrick, i. e. Brj'an Oge (Bryan Fitz-

patrick, baron of Ossory), the son of Bryan, son

of John, son of Fingin, son of Fingin, son of Fin-

gin (a name anglicised Florence), son of Donal,

who was also imprisoned in Dublin, died ; he was

educated from his youth in England, and was

versed in the manners and customs of the Court,

so that all the Irish wondered at his being kept in

confinement till his death ; his brother Fingin was

appointed in his place, for he had no children but

one daughter. Two brothers of that Bryan Oge,

namely the two young sons, of the daughter of

O'Conor Faily, by Mac Gillpatrick, i. e. Bryan,

the son of John, were treacherously slain by Do-

nal, son of Theobald O'Mulloy.

O'Carroll, i. e. William Odhar, the son of Fer-

ganainm, son of Mulroona, son of John, who was

also confined in Dublin, was liberated by the Eng-

lish and the lord justice, and he repaired back to

his patrimony ; he was on his way home attacked

by some of the young O'Conors of Otfaley, who
were dissatisfied with his release and deliverance

;

they therefore put him to the sword, and slew him

at once, and left his body exposed to the claws of

wolves and ravens ; his son, namely, John-an-

Fhasaigh, the son of William Odhar, was nomi-

nated the O'Carroll.

The lord of Desies (in Waterford), i.e. James,

the son of Gerald (Fitzgerald) son of John, son of

Gerald More of Desies, son of James, son of Ge-

rald the earl, died.



518 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A.D. 1581.

Mac Donogh (of the county of Cork), i.e. Owen,

son of Donogh of the Road, son of Donogh Mac

Donogh, died in Limerick, while imprisoned there

by the English.

Donal of the County, the son of Teige, son of

Cormac Oge, son of Cormac, son of Teige Mac

Carthy, tanist of Muskerry, and second in com-

mand of the forces, died.

The English and the Geraldines (of Desmond),

carried on war and strife against each other, so

that they had not a cessation of hostilities, nor a

truce of one month from the commencement of

their war to this time, and it is impossible to enu-

merate, reckon, or relate all the evils they commit-

ted against each other.

John, the son of James, son ofJohn (Fitzgerald

of Desmond), marched with a force in the month

of May eastward across the river Suii", and com-

pletely plundered the towns on the eastern side of

the Suii', viz., Ardmaille, and the monastery of

Athantsuil (Ardmayle and Athassell, near Cashel,

in Tipperary) ; he then returned westward across

the Suir, with much prey and booty, but being

pursued and overtaken by a great and powerful

force, he vigorously defended himself against them,

with all his might, and finally gave them a defeat,

in which upwards of three hundred of them were

slain and drowned. After this victory John car-

ried off the prey to the recesses of the woods, where

he was in the habit of residing, at Claonglass and

Coin More (in the barony of Connello, county of

Limerick, on the borders of Kerry).

John, the son of James, proceeded with another

force, in the month of June, against Mac Carthy

More, and for the space of two or three days con-

tinued pre^dng and plundering the country, from

Muskerry to Ibh-Rathac (Iveragh, in Kerry), and

returned with much prey and booty to Magh-g-

Coinchine (Magonihy, in Kerry); the people who
beheld them have stated that there never was be-

fore so much booty collected in one place.

The earl of Desmond remained encamped at

Achaidh-da-Eo, (that is, the Field of the Two
Yew Trees, now Aghadoe in KeiTy), and at this

time a Saxon captain, namely, captain Siuitse

(Zouch), was appointed by the queen and the lord

justice to govern Desmond and Kerry. That

captain, with a cavalry force, proceeded by day

and night for the purpose of making an attack on

the earl of Desmond's camp ; and the time he

arrived at the camp was on a Sunday morning. The
earl and all those along with him were at that time

in a sound sleep and slumber, after having remain-

ed in a state of apprehension, and watching the

whole night 'till then ; the captain put to the

sword, and slew every person he found standing

in the passages, and did not cease skirmishing and

fighting until he arrived at Castlemaine. Among
the valiant chiefs slain that day by the captain, in

Aghadoe, were Thomas Oge, the only son of

Thomas, son of Maurice Duv, son of the earl (of

Desmond) ; Maolmurry, the son of Donogh Bac-

ach, son of ]\Iaolmurry, son of Donogh Mac Swee-

ney, and Teige, the grandson of Dermod, son of

Cormac, from Moylaithimh.

The earl of Desmond marched with a force in

the end of September, to the great plains about

Cashel, and even into Cashel, and his forces car-

ried away an immense deal of all soi'ts of property,

consisting of brass, iron, accoutrements, apparel,

riches, and cattle, and they completely plundered

these countries. While carrying offthe booty they

were pursued by very numerous forces from the

Third of Clonmel, and from Middlethird, and also

by a force from the borders of the Suir, and from

Duniasgaidh to MoyaUffe. The earl commanded

an ambuscade to be formed on the way between

him and the pursuing forces, and when he found

that their pursuers had passed the place ofambush,

he turned on them, and they then began to kill

and slaughter them in front and rear, so that their

loss in that engagement amounted to upwards of

four hundred ; and the earl of Desmond, after this

victorious slaughter and overthrow, returned to

Aherlo with many horses and much booty.

It happened that a large body of bold and mer-

ciless soldiers marched from Adare (in Limerick),

and having formed themselves into two parties,

viz., one by water and the other by land, they

scoured Kenry and along the river Mague, in the

hope of killing or capturing some ofthe insurgents

;

when these two parties met together, in the vicinity

ofBaile-Ui-Cathlain (Ballycahane in the barony of

Pobblebrien, county of Limerick), they were met

there by David Oge, the son of David (Barry), of

the Lake, son ofThomas, son of John, son of Tho-

mas, son of Pliilip, son of the knight, with his

forces, and he commenced to charge and cut them



REIGN OF ELIZABETH. 519

down, and having circumvented them, he left them

in gory, decapitated trunks, with their bodies

hewed to pieces, so that not many escajied from

being slaughtered on that spot by David and his

people. When this news reached the captain of

that town he mustered the soldiers of Kilmallock,

and marched with an active and fierce force to scour

Kenry, in the hope of meeting some person or per-

sons on whom theymight wreak their vengeance for

the slaughter of their people ; they proceeded to

Ballycahane, which was one ofthe towns belonging

to Purcell, who always aided the crown, from the

beginning of the war between the English and the

Geraldines, 'till that time ; the captain slew seven

score and ten (150) of women and children, and

of every description of persons that he found both

within and outside that town. That David, whom
we have aheady mentioned, by whom the captain's

people were slain, a man who suiFered much evil

and injury in the war of the Geraldines with the

English, happened to proceed in December, with

a crew of sixteen men, from the borders of Keniy,

in a slender narrow skiff, who rowed along the

coast of the Shannon, directly north-westward,

and landed in Iniscattery, where they remained

that night. When Torlogh, the son of Teige, son

of Murrogh, son of Teige Roe, son of Torlogh, the

son of Mac Mahon, from the territory of east Cor-

cabaiscin (in Clare), received intelligence that

David had passed him by, he launched a boat, in

the beginning of the night, on the Shannon's blue

stream, and he and those who accompanied him

proceeded to Iniscattery, where they landed on the

banks of the fair island ; he then proceeded to the

house in which David was, and they instantl)^ set

fire to the house, to burn it. David and his party

quickly came forth unarmed, and surrendered at

the mercy of Mac Mahon's son, who immediately

took him and his people prisoners ; the son of Mac
Mahon returned back that night with his prisoners

to Ballymacolman, and on the following day hanged

David's people on the next trees to them ; the

brave hero David was sent to Limerick, where he

was immediately executed.

A.D. 1581.

1. Doctor Saunders vfas an eminent English ecclesiastic -who

was appointed at Rome as tlie Pope's legate in Ireland, and came
over with James Mac Manrice Fitzgerald, who landed with some
forces of Italians and Spaniards at Smerwick in Kerry. Doctor
Saunders accompanied the forces of the Geraldines of Desmond,

Kilfeacle (in Tipperary), was taken by John,

the son of the earl (of Desmond), on the fourth

day of Christmas, and he continued to carry away
for the space of two days all the brass, iron, accou-

trements, treasure, and corn which he found in it to

Aharlo, and afterwards demolished the town.

The Receiver of the Geraldines, i. e. Nicholas,

the son of WiUiam, the son of Nicholas, was slain

by the soldiers of Adare.

Doctor Sanduir died in the woods of Claonglass,

and he was the supporting pillar of the Catholic

faith, and the chief sustaining protection of the

Geraldines in the war in which they were engaged,

and this was not to be wondered at, for it was with

James Mac Maurice he had come to Ireland.'

The son of O'Sulhvan Beire, i. e. Donal, the son

of Donal, son of Dermod, son of Donal, son of

Donal, son of Dermod Balbh, defeated the people

of Carberry (in Cork), in the month of December.

The manner in which that happened was this, that

captain Zouch having proceeded from Cork,

through Carberry, to the monastery of Bantrj',

sent the sons of Torlogh, the son of Maolmurry,

son of Donogh Mac Sweeny ; the son of O'Dono-
v:in, and a number of the chiefs of Pobals, and of

the gentlemen of Carberry, to plunder the son of

O' Sullivan. The forces thus sent by the captain

having taken immense spoils and much booty,

Donal thought it a great mortification to suffer his

property to be carried away, and he himself ahve,

and he therefore attacked the Irish clans who were

about the booty, and it was verified on that day,

that it is not by a numerous force a battle is gained,

for nearly three hundred of the Carberians were

slain by Donal, although his own party did not

number much more than fifty men, \vho were able

to fight in that battle.

Patrick and Edmond, the sons of Fitz Maurice

of Kerry, namely, Thomas, the son of Edmond,
son of Thomas, son of Edmond, made their escape

from the king's court, in Limerick, after the

council had decreed they should be put to death,

but, however, God did not sanction that decree.

Those sons were for some time in concealment in

but after encountering many fatigues and disappointments, he was
seized with a violent disease of which he died, in great distress

and destitution, in some retreat in the woods of Claenglais, in the
barony of Conello, in tlie county of Limerick, where, according to

Mae Geoghegan, he lay destitute of all relief, being attended in

his last moments by Cornelius O'Ryan, titular.bishop of KiUaloe.
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the woods of Clan Cuileain (in Clare), from which

they afterwards proceeded into Clanmaurice (in

Kerrj) ; they were not long there until their sup-

, porters amounted to hundreds of kerns, although

they had but a few supporters when they left the

prison of Limerick ; they spent the remainder of

the year plundering and in insurrection.

The coarb of Senan died, namely, Calbhach, the

son of Siacus, son of Siacus Mac Cathain (the suc-

cessor of St. Senanus, abbot of Inis-Cathy, on the

Shannon, south-west of Limerick).

John Oge and Con, the sons of John, son of

Con Bacach, son of Con, son of Henry, son of

Owen O'Neill, marched with a force into Brefney

O'Reilly ; they devastated and plundered every

part of Brefney through which they passed. The

son of O'Reilly, i. e. Philip, the son of Hugh Co-

nallach, son of Maolmora, son of John, with a

large body of the forces of the country, pursued

and overtook them carrying oft" the prey. The
Eugenians (O'Neills of Tyrone), were not the

better of the battle fought that day for many years,

for the O'Reillys recovered the booty from them,

and gained the victory, and they took Con, the son

of John O'NeiU, prisoner; and when John Oge
could not be taken by the valiant forces, he was

immediately put to the sword, and unfortunately

slain ; and lamentable was the fate which befel that

esteemed man, for there was not of the Milesian

race a man to whom that John would not have

been a worthy heir.

O'Neill, i. e. Torlogh Luineach, marched with

a force to take revenge on the O'Reillys for that

battle, and he made a large camp of well-armed

wan-iors in the very centre of Brefney O'Reilly,

and began to spoil and completely destroy cattle,

corn, and dwellings. O'Reilly then made peace

with him, set Con at liberty, without a ransom,

and agreed to a reparation to O'Neill for the death

of John and his people.

Great dissensions arose between O'Donnell, i. e.

Hugh, the son of Manus, son of Hugh Oge, son

of Hugh Roe, and his brothei-'s son, namely. Con,

the son of Calvach, son of Manus, son of Hugh
Oge. Con went in alliance with O'Neill, i. e.

Torlogh Luineach, the son of Niall Conallach, son

of Art, to war against his kinsman ; he complained,

and represented to him the old animosities which
had formerly existed between the Tirconnallians

and Tyronians, and requested O'Neill to come to

his aid, with a large force, against O'Donnell.

Con's forces consisted of six score cavalry, with

three companies of galloglasses, of the tribe of

Roderick, of the Mac Sweeneys of Fanat, along

with Torlogh, the son of Murrogh, son of John

Roe ; Nial, the son of Eivir, and Brian, the

son of Eivir Mac Sweeney, and many Scots, and

O'Neill, with all the forces he could collect. Those

combined forces did not halt until they encamped

at Kiltuathail, near Raphoe, a town which had

been blessed by Colum Kille, and afterwards by

Adamnan. When O'Donnell received intelligence

of this, he forthwith collected all the forces he

could, although he was very ill prepared at the

time, being under subjection to the queen of Eng-

land, and his friends were at variance with him

till then, so that he was not prepared for war or

battle, but, howcA'er, he deemed it a disgrace that

an invading force should enter his country without

giving them battle, even were he sure of losing his

life on the spot. Con O'Donnell was so great in

his own opinion, and his thoughts so exalted, that

he really believed that if O'Neill, i. e. Torlogh, and

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh, were united on one side, he

should not hesitate to give them battle, so that he

was sure of victory when aided by O'Neill. O'Don-

nell marched with his forces towards O'Neill's

camp with all possible expedition, without halting

or stopping to put his men in rank or order.

O'Neill began to meditate before they had come

up to him, and enquired of the Mac Sweeneys, par-

ticularly of Torlogh, the son of Roderick, who were

along with him, and ofCon (O'Donnell), what was

their opinion as to the result of the intended battle

of that day. One of them, namely, Torlogh, the

son of Roderick, replied, and said " Should those

advancing draw their breath, refresh themselves

with water, and fall into regular rank and array,

they would be sure to defeat us, even were our

forces more numerous than theirs ; but should they

not halt to get into regular order, or quench their

thirst,y ou and we must succeed in defeating them.''

They advanced in a boisterous manner, looking on

the Tyronians with indifterence, for the Tircon-

nallians were always accustomed to maintain their

ground, whenever they had encountered them until

then. As soon as both parties met, a fierce and

desperate engagement ensued between them, and
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on that occasion the noble adage was verified, viz.,

that one kinsman is stimulated by another.

O'Donnell and his forces were defeated and a great

number of his people were slain ; among those

were Mac Sweeney of Banagh, i. e. Maohnurry,

the son of Hugh, and his sons Murrogh and Tor-

logh Meirgeach ; Niall Modardha, the son of Niall

Oge Mac Sweeney ; but in short fifteen of the

Mac Sweeneys of Banagh were slain ; a great

number of the Tuatha, and of those of Fanat, and

ofthe O'Boyles ; a great number also ofthe O'Gal-

laghers, along with Fergal, the son of Torlogh, son

of Tuathal Balbh, and a vast number besides;

and Mac Sweeny of Fanat was taken prisoner in

that engagement. It was by the curse of the

bishop O Firghil (bishop of Raphoe), thattheTir-

2. The O' Conors of SlUjo.—An account of the O'Conors, the
ancient kings of Connaught, who were of the race of the Hy-Briu-
nians, a branch of the Heremonians, has been given in tlie notes on
South Connaught, and many distinguished princes and chiefs of
the O'Conors of Connaught have been mentioned in the course of
tliese Annals. They became divided into three great branches, the
heads of which were styled the O'Conors Don, the'O'Conors Roe, and
the O'Conors Sligo. The O'Conors Don, who still retain the title,

were the head branch, and the lineal descendants of the ancient kings
of Connaught, and many chiefs of them, and of the O'Conors Roe,
both located in the county of Roscommon, have been recorded in the
Annals. The other branch of the O'Conors settled in Sligo, be-
came powerful, and many of their chiefs have been also mentioned
in the course of the Annals. It appears they had extensive pos-
sessions in Sligo, and their influence and authority extended over
Die greater part of the comity, according to the above passage in

the Annals, wherein it is stated that they exercised authority
from Moy Ceidne to Ceis Corran, and from the Moy to the boun-
dary of Urefney ; Moy Ceidne, as before explained, was the an-
cient name of the plain extending near the Atlantic from Bally-
shanuon in Donegal to Bundrowes in Leitrim, and, according to

Charles O'Conor, contained part of Carbury, in Sligo ; and Kesli
Corran is a mountain near Lough Arrow, in Sligo, towards the
Curlew mountains, on the borders of Roscommon ; their territory

extended also, according to the Annals, from the river Moy, whicli
separates the counties of Sligo and Mayo, to the boundary of
Brefney, that is, of Leitrim. The O'Conors for a long period held
the castle of Sligo, but generally in subjection to the O'Donnells,
princes of Tirconnell, to whom that castle, and the territory of
Carbury in Sligo originally belonged. The following document,
which has been translated from an Irish JIS. on vellum, in the
valuable library of Sir William Betham, gives a very curious and
interesting account of the conditions on which the O'Conor Sligo
held the castle of that town under O'Donnell, and it illustrates the
mode of military tenure under the ancient Irish chiefs. This do-
cument is dated in the year 1539, and runs as follows

:

" These are the conditions and the agreement on which O'Don-
nell gives the Bardachd, that is, the wardenship of Sligo, to

Teige, the son of Cathal Oge O'Conor, and on which he accepted
it, viz., that Teige should be a trusty and faithful ofticerto O'Don-
nell on all occasions, against both the English and Irish of the
country, and of distant parts, and to be counselled by him in every
cause, great and small, both at home and abroad, in church and
country (or lay and ecclesiastical), and particularly every time
that O'Donnell demands Sligo from the son of Cathal Oge, he is

obliged to deliver it to him; that every time O'Donnell proceeds
into Nortli 'I'onnaught, the son of Cathal Oge is bound to deliver

to him the keys of Sligo, and to give him up the town itself (or
|

connallians were defeated, because a party of them
\'iolated Kilmacrenan the day previous to that

battle, and the bishop prayed that they might not

prosper on their expedition ; audit was on the 4th

of July that defeat was given.

Calvach, the son of Donal, son of Teige, son of

Cathal Oge, son of Donal, son of Owen, son of

Donal, son of Murtogh O'Conor, the only son of

O'Conor Sligo, died; he was the more lamented in

the country, because the worthy couple from whom
this noble youth sprung had no hope or expecta-

tion ofanyother issue; and had he lived, he would,

after the death of his father, have been sole heir

and successor of the country from Moy Ceidne to

Ceis Corran, and from Moy to the boundary of

Brefney.^

castle), for the purpose of transacting his affairs in North Con-
naught, every time he demands it; that should O'Donnell be under
apprehension that the English or Saxons miglit take Sligo, he
shall receive it from the son of Cathal Oge, to demolish it (the
castle), lest it should be taken possession of by the English, or
by any others in opposition to O'Donnell, or the son of Cathal
Oge ; that Teige is bound to go along with the officers and mar-
shals of O'Donnell, to every part of North Connaught, to enforce
the lordship of O'Dcjnnell ; that every time O'Donnell sends
Buannaighe (i.e. retained soldiers), into North Connaught, Teige
is bound to support them, and not that alone, but to enforce their
billetting (or quartering) for the soldiers in every other part of
North Connaught, and that Teige shall have no other soldiers than
those sent to him by O'Donnell, and such as he will permit him to
retain ; that Teige is bound to send O'Donnell every provincial
king who may come to Sligo, and also every chief of a town
throughout Sligo to be sent to O'Donnell, and do nothinn- else but
that to which O'Donnell himself shall consent; that Teige shall
make neither peace nor war with any person far or near, in church
or country, but with O'Donnell's permission, and to be at war with
every person whom O'Donnell desires him to be at war with • that
O'Donnell shall have the small Tower of Sligo, to give it to whom-
soever he himself may please of his own people, for the purpose of
transacting in it all his private affairs in North Connaught. Teige
gave the Almighty God, in his Divinity and HunianityJ as an oath
and security for the fulfilment of every thing in this engagement,
and pledged himself that God might visit his body with all evils

in this world, and to have no mercy on his soul at the point of
death, if he did not fulfil this matter to O'Donnell, and to his heirs
after him. The security for this covenant on the part of the church
is the archbishop of Tuam, who is not to allow the benefit of mass,
of communion, of confession, of baptism, of burial in any conse-
crated grave-yard, or the protection (sanctuary) of churcii or mo-
nastery to be given to Teige, or any person who would join him,
should he violate any part of this engagement ; and the archbishop
is bound, and also every ecclesiastic under his jurisdiction, to ex-
tinguish the candles of the cross (that is, to pronounce excommu-
nication), against Teige, and every one who joins him, as often as
O'Donnell requires them to do so. The sureties in these conditions
on behalf of the professional men of Ireland, are Conor Roe Mac
AVard, O'Clery, and Fergal, the son of Donal Roe Mac Ward; and
they themselves, and the professional men of Ireland, are bound to
satirize Teige, as O'Donnell may require it. The witnesses to this

compact are the guardian (i. e. abbot) of Donegal, namely, Rode-
rick Mac Cormac, and the entire of his confraternity, namely
Torlogh O'Conor, John O'Donnell, Bryan Magrath, and William
O'Dwyer ; also, the archbishop of Tuam (Christopher Bodekine) •

the bishop O'Gallagher (Edmond O'Gallagher, bishop of Raphoe) •

3x
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Cathal Oge, the son of Teige, son of Cathal

Oge O'Conor, and Maolmora, the son of Maol-

murry, son of Owen Mac Sweeny, and Feargan-

eagla (this means a man without fear) his brother,

together with a great number of the chiefs of the

country, were slain in North Connaught by the

Scots, who were overunning the country at the in-

stigation of sir Nicholas Malby. The constable of

the Scots was Alexander, the son of Donal Ballach,

son of Mac Donnell ; and there were not in Ireland

at that time two who bore a higher reputation, one

as a gentleman, and the other as a constable, than

Cathal Oge and Maolmora. On the same day the

son of O'Conor Don, namely Hugh, the son of

Dermod, son of Carbry, was taken prisoner by

the Scots; but they refused to deUver him to the

captain, and they afterwards proceeded with him

to O'Rourke, and O'Rourke redeemed Hugh from

the Scots, and O'Rourke and Hugh were after

that in alliance. Alexander, before mentioned, left

O'Rourke in the harvest of this year, and went to

sir Nicholas (Malby), who received him with great

welcome; and in November he was retained

throughout Hy Fiachra of the Moy. When

the abbot of Derry (Cuchonacht O'Firgil or O'Freel); and the

deanof Derry. The year of our Lord when this indentnre was
written, in tlie monastery of Donegal, was 1039, on the 23d day of

the month of June, on the Vigil of St. John the Baptist." The fol-

lowing are the signatures of the ecclesiastics who witnessed this

document, as written in Latin :
" Nos Edniundus, Episcopus Ra-

potensis interfui tempore premissorum ; Ego Abbas Derensis, tes-

tis sum omnium premissorum ; Ego Frater Rogerus Mac Cormac,
Guardianus de Donegal, cum meo conventu fuimus testes premis-
sorum omnium ; Ego Shane O'Donnell sura testium premissorum
unus ; Ego FraterTerrentius O'Conor, testis interfui premis ; Ego
Decanus Derensisinterfui tempore premiss." The professional men
signed as follows in Ilish : "I Conor Roe, am in these sureties

;

I O'Clery, am in these sureties ; I Fergal Mac Ward, am in these

sureties."

In Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, it is stated, " that in the year
1585, in the government of the lord deputy sir John Perrott,

O'Conor Sligo, who had formerly taken a Patent for the county
of Sligo, at the yearly rent of £100, did covenant that in lieu of

this cess he would pay per annum a fine horse, and 100 large fat

beeves for three years, and afterwards 130 beeves annually at

Michaelmas, at the castle of Athlone ; and also that he would at

all Hostings bring 20 horse and GO foot, and maintain them 40
days, and would pay in money £25 per annum, and that in cases

of necessity, he should assist the queen with all his forces, and
that he should make legal estates to the freeholders, they paying
their proportion of the aforesaid contribution ; and the queen
granted O'Conor all forfeitures for felony or by outlawry, or re-

cognizance, and all waifs, strays, and penalties for bloodshed."
Thus it appears that at that period, in the reign of Elizabeth, the
O'Conor Sligo had the chief authority in Sligo, and possessed under
the crown the lands of Sligo, and was equal in power to an earl
over that county.

Besides the O'Conors of Connaught, there were several other
great families of the O'Conors, all of difi"erent descent, and dis-
tmct tribes, as the O'Conors, lords of Kerry; the O'Conors, lords

O'Conor Sligo, i. e. Donal, the son of Teige, son of

Cathal Oge, and the people of sir Nicholas, received

intelhgence that they (the Scots), were so situated,

they attacked them in their beds, and sleeping

places, and slew Alexander, together with a vast

number of his people; and that slaughter was due

to O'Conor, in revenge of the death of his brother

Cathal Oge.

The sons of the earl of Clanrickard concluded a

peace with the English, in the summer of this year,

after their towns had been demolished, and their

kinsman hanged ; they were granted peace without

tax, cess or bondage, and without injury being done

to their estate or military forces, while they should

be peaceable, on condition, however, that they

should pay the queen's rent twice a year; Mahon
O'Brien was concerned in the peace of the sons of

the earl. Two companies of soldiers were quartered

in Thomond, with captain Diring, from November

to the festival of St. Patrick.

A.D. 1582.

Margaret, the daughter of Hugh Duv, son of

of Corcomroe in Clare ; the O'Conors, lords of Offaley ; and the

O'Conors, chiefs in Derry ; accounts of all these different chiefs

have been given in the course of the Annals.

The O'Conors of Offaley.—An account of this great family,

who were princes and lords of Offaley in Kildare and King's coun-

ty, and the head of whom was styled the O'Conor Faily, has been

given in the notes on Offaley, and other parts of these Annals.

Cox, in his Hibernia Anglicana, gives an account of a contention

which arose between two chiefs of the O'Conors of Offaley, and

was decided in a remarkable single combat, or trial by wager of

battle, in the month of September, 1683. Teige Mac Gillpatrick

O'Conor was accused by Conor Mac Cormac O'Conor, before the

lords justices and council, of killing and murdering his men, being

under protection ; Teige answered, that they had, since the pro-

tection, confederated with the rebel Cathal O'Conor, and there-

fore were also rebels, and that he was ready to justify his assertion

by combat. Conor accepted the challenge, and the weapons,

which were sword and target, being chosen by the defendant, the

next day was appointed for the battle, and Patrons were assigned

to each of them to introduce them into the Lists ; the day being

come and the court sitting, the combatants were likewise seated on

two stools, one at each end of the inner court of the Castle of

Dublin. Most of the military officers were present to render this

action the more solemn, and the pleadings being read, the comba-
tants were stripped to their shirts and searched by secretary Fen-

ton, and then each of them took a corporal oath that his quarrel

was true, and that he would justify the same with his blood ; then

at the sound of the trumpets they began to fight with great reso-

lution, but at length Conor Mac Cormac was twice wounded in his

leg, and once in his eye, and therefore designed to close with his

adversary, but Teige being too strong for him, pummelled him
till he loosened his murrion, and then he easily stunned him, and

with Conor's own sword cut off his head and presented it to the

lords justices, sir Henry Wallop, and Adam Loftus, archbishop of

DubUn.
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Hugh Roe, son of Niall Garv, son of Torlogh of

the Wine O'Donnell, the wife of O'Reilly (of

Cavan), i. e. of Maolmora, the son of John, son of

Cathal, died in the spring of this year ; and it is

doubtful if there lived in Ireland at that time, of

the ^yomen of the Gadelian race, a more bountiful

woman than that Margaret,

The earl of Clanrickai-d, i. e. Rickard Saxanach,

the son of Ulick of the heads, son of Rickard, son

of Uhck of Knock Tuagh, son of Ulick Meadhan-
ach, son of Ulick of the Wine, who had been

taken prisoner by the lord justice, sir Henry
Sydney, in the year of the Christian era 1576, and

had been confined for a year in Dublin after his

capture, and had been the remainder ofthe time

till this year imprisoned in London, was seized

in the summer of this year with a continued con-

sumptive disease, and liis physicians and medical

attendants informed him that he was more hkely

to die than recover from that sickness, and if he

had any chance of recovering his health it would

be by visiting his native place, and living in the air

of his own country ; the earl was therefore allowed

to return to Ireland on account of his ill health, by

permission of the sovereign and council, and a par-

don was granted him for his sons, and forgiveness

for aU the depredations they had hitherto com-

mitted. He first landed in Dublin, and then pro-

ceeded to Athlone, and from thence to the town of

Galway, where he was welcomed with great glad-

ness ; he remained there to rest and recruit him-

self, and his friends and relatives from among the

English and Irish came to visit him. When
he wished to go visit his people, his territory, and

sons, his malady and sickness increased, of which

he finally died, in the month of August precisely.

His Cluiche Caointeach (the ceremony of funeral-

cry practised by the ancient Irish), was performd

by his merchant friends in that town, and his corpse

was conveyed to be interred with due solemnity in

the town of Loughrea. His sons, who were in

peace with each other till then, having entered into

a dispute and controversy, went before sir Nicholas

Malby, the governor of the province of Connaught,

and both having proceeded to Dublin,to appear be-

fore the high council, peace was made between them
on that occasion, on the following terms, viz., Uhck
was appointed lord and earl in his father's place,

and the barony of Leitrim was conferred on John,

and from that time forth their lands, towns, and

church livings, were allotted to each, so that they

were publicly friends, but privately discontented.

Teige, the son of Conor, son of Torlogh, son of

Teige, son of Bryan of the Battle of Nenagh
O'Brien, died in the month of August, and like-

wise in the same week as the earl ; the deceased

was a champion in bravery, and a hero in military

achievements ; he was for some time tanist of

Thomond, until he was expelled along vnth his

brother by Donal ; he afterwards went to Spain

and France, and from thence to England, where

he obtained pardon, and his landed propei-ty,

except the tanistship alone ; he died in the fulness

of age, and was buried in the monastery of Ennis.

Donogh, the son of Murrogh, son of Torlogh,

son of Teige, son of Torlogh, son of Bryan of the

Battle of Nenagh O'Brien, came by an ignomini-

ous death, viz., was hanged in Thomond by cap-

tain Mordant, who was marshal in the country,

and by the sheriff, sir George, the son of Thomas
Cusack ; he had, in the previous year, joined the

sons of the earl of Clanrickard, but having repent-

ed, he returned on protection ; those having found

a fault and deficiency in theprotection, tookDonogh
prisoner, and hanged him, as we have before stated,

on the 29th of September, on a Friday precisely,

at the gate of Limerick ; his corpse was conveyed

to his native place, and was interred at Ennis.

Donogh, the son ofTorlogh, son ofMurtogh, son

of Mac I-Brienof Ara (in Tipperary), after having

been for a long time in opposition to his father,

and in league with the earl of Desmond, returned

under protection ; but he was attacked in an un-

friendly manner,'and slain by his brother Torlogh.

O'CaiToU, i. e. John-an-Bhealaigh, the son of

William Odhar, son of Firganainm, son of Mul-

roona, son of John, was, with abominable and

unprofitable treachery, slam by Mulroona, the son

of Teige Caoch, son of Ferganainm ; but Mul-

roona, however, did not long survive that murder,

for he himself came by his death in three months

after, having been slain by a relative, namely,

Calvach, the son of William Odhar, and Calvach

himself was nominated to succeed his brother.

The four sons of Roche (of Fermoy, in Cork),

namely, the sons of David, son of Maurice, son of

David, son of Maurice, were slain by traitors in

the month of April ; and although they were slain

3x2
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by the same party, it was not on the same clay

they were killed, for Redmond and Theobald, with

a great many of the gentlemen of their people, and

of their chief constables, were slain while in pur-

suit of a prey, which was carried off by the sen-

eschal of Imokilly, and Gillpatrick Condon, in a

part of the country where they came in contact

with the traitors (Fitzgerald, seneschal of Imokilly,

killed twenty-five of the garrison of Lismore).

Theobald's wife at that time was Grace, the

daughter of Torlogh, son of Murtogh, i. e. the

daughter of Mac I-Brien of Ara, and when she

beheld her husband with his bones broken in pieces,

and in a disfigured condition, while being conveyed

towards her, she screamed in a wild frantic manner,

and died the same night alongside of her husband,

and both were buried together.

The Bany, i. e. David, (Barry, of Barrymore,

in Cork), defeated Maurice, the oldest son of

Roche, in an engagement ; and Maurice made

his escape from that conflict after he had lost many
of his men and horses.

The seneschal before mentioned (Fitzgerald of

Imokilly), and Patrick Condon, about the follow-

ing November, entei'edthe western part of Roche's

country, (Fermoy, in Cork). John and Ulick,

the young sons of Roche, and the entire country,

rose up against the depredators, and defeated the

traitors in the first conflict ; they continued to

pursue them beyond the boundary of the country,

to the vicinity of their strongholds in the forests

and woods, where the depredators turned on the

two sons of Roche, and slew them, together with

all those that were along with them ; and though it

seldom happens that a slaughter takes place with-

out some one escaping, very few escaped of those

who had taken pai-t in that pursuit ; nobles, land-

holders, chiefs of Pobals (people, or clans of dis-

tricts), and men of worth and consequence of the

A.D. 1582.

1. Death of Sir John of Desmond.—In 1581 David Barry,
baron of Buttevant and Barrymore in Cork, having opposed the

government, captain Walter Raleigh obtained a warrant to seize

on Barry's court, and liaviiig set forward with his forces, lord

Barry set fire to his castle sooner tlian let it fall into the hands of
the English, and at the same time Fitzgerald, seneschal of Imo-
killy, having attacked Raleigh, defeated his troops and forced him
to fly to Cork. David Barry and Fitzgerald of Imokilly having
afterwards entered into a contention, sir John of Desmond, in the
month of August, proceeded with a force near the Blackwater to
reconcile them, but captain Zouch, then governor of Munster, and
captain Dowdall, having learned where Desmond was to cross the
Blackwater, set out in the night with a strong force from Cork,

country, were slain there ; the constables of the

Mac Sweeneys were also slain there, so that not

more than fourteen men of the people of the

countrj', who bore arms, survived that conflict,

and Roche and Maurice were obliged to bring a

population from other districts to inhabit the

country afterwards.

The son of O'Mulloy (of King's county), i. e.

Donal, the son of Theobald, was slain, and his

death was the less lamented, on account of his hav-

ing endeavoured to supplant and exjDel his father, in

order that he himself might assume his place.

The son of the earl of Desmond, that is to say,

John, the son of James, son of John, son of

Thomas, the earl, fell unfortunately by his ene-

mies, which happened exactly after the following

manner : John having proceeded with four horse-

men to the woods ofAharlo, to hold a conference

with Barry More, who was leagued with him in

carrying on depredations, crossed Avonmore (the

river Blackwater), southward, in the noon of a

dark gloomy day, and he was met front to front,

and face to face, by captain Zouch, with an armed

force, without either being in quest of the other

;

John was wounded and taken prisoner on the spot,

and he had not gone a mile beyond that place

when he died. They conveyed him with his face

under, across his own horse, to Cork, and on

arriving in that town, they cut him into quarters,

and his head was sent to Dublin, as a trophy of

victory ; and were it not that he was opposed to

the crown of England, the loss of that good man
would have been lamentable, on account of his

liberality in bestowing valuable presents and much
wealth, and of his feats of arms in leading forces.

James, the son of John, son of Gerald, son of

Thomas, the earl, who was taken prisoner along

with John, the son of the earl, was hanged shortly

after, together with his two sons.'

and having arrived by break of day at Castlelyons, they posted

themselves in a wood through which Desmond was to pass, who
being thus taken by surjirise, fought valiantly, but fell mortally

wounded, and died on the way as they carried him to Cork, along

with many of his followers who were made prisoners. Desmond's

head was cut off and sent to Dublin, where it was fastened to a

pole, and put on the top of the castle, and , according to Mac
Geoghegan, his body was tied to a gibbet on the gates of Cork,

where it remained for three or four years, till it was at length car-

ried into the sea by the wind. This sir John Fitzgerald, called

John of Desmond, was a valiant commander, and was brother of

the earl of Desmond, and of sir James of Desmond, whose death

has been recorded in the Annals at the year 1580.
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Catheleen, the daughter ofTeige, son ofDonal,

son of Cormac Ladhrach Mac Carthy, the wife of

Fitzmaurice of Kerry, died; her funeral proceeded

on Loch Lein Linfhiaclaigh, and her remains were

conveyed from one island to another, through

fear of the plunderers, and were interred in the

monastery of Airbealach (Irrelagh, or Muciniss

Abbej' , at the Lakes of Killarney).

Great wind, with constant rain, stormy weather,

and excessive dearth, prevailed in those two years

successively; this year also was remarkable for

large nuts,

A company of foot soldiers, and half a company
of cavalry, of captain Zouch's force, were

quartered at Ardfert (in Kerry), from the begin-

ning of harvest of the present year ; and although

they had plenty of provisions and stoi'cs from the

queen, they did not cease fi'om consuming and

wasting the country about them ; and the son of

the chief of each Pobal (clan), in the country was

obliged to be sent to them as a hostage.

Patrick, Edmond, and Robert, the sons of Fitz

Maurice (of Kerry), were joined with the Geral-

dines in the war, since they had left their imprison-

ment in Limerick till then. On a certain night

those proceeded to Ardfert, and on the following

morning seized on the boot}' of the town ; Captain

Haitsein, the captain of the cavalry, rushed sud-

denly upon them, without waiting for his soldiers,

but he was quickly encountered, and in the first on-

set was dismounted and dispatched by the sword.

The sons of Fitzmaurice returned with their prey,

and encamped at the town despite ofthe soldiers ; a

gentleman of the Clan Sheehy, who was at that

time along with the sons of Fitzmaurice, namely,

Murtogh, the son of Edmond, son ofManus, son of

Edmond Mac Sheehy, was slain before the door of

the monastery of O'Torna (Odorney, in Kerry), by

the sons ofthe bishop of Kerry (James Fitzmaurice,

bishop of Ardfert), who were aiding the queen's

people on that occasion. Fitzmaurice, (Thomas
Fitzmaurice, baron of Lixnaw, and ancestor of the

earls of Kerry), who was till then with the greater

portion of his estate under law, when he saw his

country being completely plundered, and having

been informed of the death of the captain by his

sons, he at once demolished Leacsnamha, Listua-

thail, Biaille and Baile-an-Bhundenaigh (the castles

of Lixnaw, Listowel, Beaulieu, and Ballybunnion, in

Keny), and afterwards joined his sons. He was
not joined in that insurrection by the inhabitants

of Baile-Mac-an-Chaim, or Baile-ui-Chaolaidh, or

by the ]\Iac Pierces. Fitzmaurice took his sons with

him from the town, and both parties returned back to

their woods ; but they had scarcely gone when
Captain Zouch came to the country, on report of

the death of Captain Hatsin, and to relieve his

people ; when he did not succeed in overtaking

them about the town, he hanged the young hostages

who were in the hands ofhis people from the coun-

try ; he then scoured the woods in search of

Fitzmaurice and his sons, and on that occasion he

took much prey and booty, and slew many per-

sons ; he put the inhabitants who had been along

with the captain in that insun*ection in possesion

of Leac-Bebion, which had been vacated by Fitz-

maurice and his people. In some time after that,

Fitzmaurice brought the earl of,Desmond to the

country, and having given battle to the people of

Ardfert, they slew their captain, lieutenant, and

ensign, and a great number along with them. Fitz-

maurice suffered much above all others in that war,

for his people were exterminated, and his corn,

buildings, and dwellings, were destroyed ; he had

no security in taking refuge in the hollows of trees,

or of rocks, or caves of the earth, or in under-

woods, for in those recesses he dreaded his ene-

mies might find him. Captain Zouch went to

England in the month of August in this year,

having left another captain in his place as

governor over the people of Munster; this captain

took with him all the soldiers that then were in

Ardfert to Cork, and from that time there was not

a company, or halfa company of soldiers to overrun

the counti-y, or harass the Geraldines, to the end of

this year. Captain Zouch was killed in a conflict

in England before he could return to Ireland.

The earl of Desmond was located, from the

middle month of harvest of the present year to the

end of the year, between Druim Fingin, Aharlo,

and Coill-an-Chuigidh, and his sole study and

occupation during that time was to harass the

Butlers by day and night, in retaliation for all the

injury the earl of Ormond had committed on the

Geraldines till then. It was the more easy to

harass the Butlers, that the earl of Ormond was

in England this year, and on that occasion he

(Desmond), had his full satisfaction over the estate.
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for he left the entire country in weeds and waste,

from Waterford to Lothra (Lorrha, in Tipperary),

and from Cnamhchoill to the county of Kilkenny ;

this was no wonder for those lands to be waste,

on account of the frequent depredations committed

by the earl in the two Ormonds, the territory of

Ara, Ikerrin, and South Ely (all in Tipperary),

with its tributary districts, Middlethird, the Third

of Clonmel, and on both sides of the river Suir,

as far as the gates of Waterford. It is impossible

to relate or enumerate half or one third of the des-

perate encounters, hard contested conflicts, and in-

trepid onsets, that were carried on by the Geraldines

at that time, and it was then it was said that

" the lowing of a cow, or the voice of a ploughman,

was not heard from Dunkeen (in Kerry), to

Cashel of Munster."

The earl of Desmond proceeded, in the summer
of this year, to the east of Munster, and the west

part of the country of the Butlers. There hap-

pened to have been at that time before him in

Fiodh-Ard (Fethard, in Tipperary), the two young

sons of the earl of Ormond, namely, Edraond-an-

Chaladh, and Edward, who were the sons of James,

son of Pierce Roe, son of James, son of Edmond,
and they were brothers to the then earl of Onnond,

namely, Thomas, and those the earl had left over

the country to protect it when he was going to

England. They had with them in the town at

that time an active body of cavalry, and a select

and well-appointed company of galloglasses, and

giomanachs (hght soldiers) ; they resolutely pre-

pared to attack the insui-gents, and advanced to the

same field where the earl was ; they watched each

other without engaging from Fethard to Knock
Graffan (in Tipperary, between Cahir and Cashel),

where the earl encountered his adversaries, and

defeated the Butlers. They left a great number
of their cavalry, and all their foot soldiers, at the

mercy of their enemies, and disposal of their op-

ponents, so that the hill on which they fought

that battle was strewed over with dead bodies by
the Geraldines. A lamentable death took place

there, namely, Colla, the son of Maolmurry, son

of Donal Oge Mac Sweeney, the chief constable

of the Butlers. On the other side there fell only

Gerald, the son of John Oge, son of Thomas the

earl (of Desmond), and his death was much
lamented in his own country.

The earl of Desmond made an incursion into

Kerry in the harvest of this year, and remained

encamped for nearly a week in the upper part of

Clanmaurice ; his foot soldiers proceeded from

that place to seize on a prey in Pobal O'Keeffe (in

Cork), but O'Keeffe, with all the neighbouring

people in the vicinity, pursued the depredators

during a great part of the day through the Largs

of Luachair Deadhaidh (the Largs or Slopes, in

Kerry, on the borders of Cork), until they came

near to the earl's camp. When the earl heard the

conflict of the Kerns, and the loud report of the

oi'dnance, he quickly advanced, and defeated

O'Keeffe, in the same place ; and there were very

few of those who came in the pursuit but were

slain. O'Keeffe himself, i. e. Art, the son of

Donal, son of Art, and his son Art Oge, were

taken prisoners, and another son of his, namely,

Hugh, was slain ; the son of the vicar O'ScuUy

was also taken prisoner there, and was afterwards

hanged.

David (Barry) of the Combat, the son of John

Oge, son of John, lord of Coillmore, died.

James and Gerald, the sons of the bishop of

Kerry (James Fitzmaurice, bishop ofArdfert), that

is to say, the sons of James, son of Richard, were

slain by the sons of Edmond Mac Sheehy, in re-

venge of their brother Murtogh, who had been

formerly slain by the sons of the bishop.

Thomas, Gerald, and John Oge (Fitzgerald) the

sons of John, son of Edmond, son of Thomas of

Claonglass (in Limerick), all died this year a na-

tural death.

Owen, the son of Maolmurry, son of Donogh,

son of Torlogh Mac Sweeney, constable of Des-

mond, a meek, mUd man, in company and in

council, but resolute and determined in conflict

and battle, died.

Torlogh Oge, the son of Torlogh, son of Maol-

murry, son of Donogh, son of Torlogh Mac Swee-

ney, died, and there was none of his tribe in his

time who had less fear of meeting any man than

he.

Sir Nicholas Malby went to England this year,

and returned in the winter of the following year

;

and during his absence captain Brabazon acted as

governor over the province of Connaught. That

captain proceeded into Tyrawley, in the spring of

this year, and laid waste and plundered the entire
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country, from one end to the other, marching

amongst them from one camp to another ; neither

the sanctuary of saint or poet, nor wood or seques-

tered glen, nor town or fortress, were a security

against that captain or his people, and he devas-

tated the entire country.

Mac Sweeney of Banagh, i. e. Maolmurrj' Oge,

the son of Maolmurry, son of Hugh, son of Niall

Mac Sweeny, and Donal, the son of Murrogh, son

of Roderick More, son of Donal of the Victories

Mac Sweeney, were slain on the 4th day of the

month of June, on the banks of Lough Foyle,

while engaged in carrying on a.correspondence and

conference between O'Neill and O'Donnell, who

then had two extensive encampments, with great

forces, on either side of the lake ; the manner in

which those lamentable deaths occun-ed was as

follows: A number of strange Scots came from

O'Neill's camp, in a boat which was used for fer-

r)' ing across the narrow strait of Lough Foyle, and

being supposed to have come on some other errand,

until they arrived at the landing place, to the

forepart of the boat in which these two worthy

constables were, with a few attendants, who were

patiently waiting there to have their conference

concluded, they were immediately put to the sword

bythem (the Scots), who, however, fled themselves,

without a wound, or losing a drop of blood.

O'Dogherty, i. e. John, son of Phelim, son of

Conor Carrach, lord of Inisowen (in Donegal),

died on the 26th of May ; had the deceased been

a hostage to be ransomed, horses and flocks woidd

have been given for his ransom ; his son, John

Oge, was appointed in his place, in opposition to

Cahir O'Dogherty, and on that account the coun-

try was much plundered in its crops, corn, dwel-

lings, and cattle.

2. ITie Mac Clancys of Leitrim atid Clare.—The Mac
Clancys of Leitrim were of the Ithian race, a branch of the

Milesians of Munster, and there was another clan of the

^Mac Clancys in Clare who were hereditary Brehons of Tho-
mond under the O'Briens, princes of that territory ; many chiefs

of the Mac Clancys of Thomond are mentioned in the course of

these Annals, but they were of the race of the Dalcassians, and
therefore of a different descent from the Mac Clancys of Leitrim.

The Mac Clancys, lords of Dartry and Rossclogher in West Bref-

Dey, possessed the extensive territory which now forms the barony
of Rossclogher, In the county of Leitrim, and was called Mac
Clancy's country ; they were in former times chiefs of note, and
they are designated by O'Dugan as " the mighty Mac Clancys,"

and many of their chiefs are recorded in the course of these Annals.

Their chief castle was called Duncarberry, in Irish Dun-Cuirbre,
signifying the Fortress of Cairbre, and was so named from Cairbre,

Mary, the daughter of Con O'Neill, the wife of

Sorley Buighe Mac Donnell, died.

Naghtan, the son of Con, son of Calvach

(O'Donnell), was slain on the 5th of September.

Mac Clancy of Dartry, i. e. Cathal Oge^, was

slain by his own kinsman, Teige Oge.

Theobald and Myler, the sons of Walter Fada

(the Tall), son of David, son of Edmond, son of

Ulick Burke, went in pursuit of a prey into Ty-

rawley, at the instigation of Mac William, their

father's brother, i. e. Richard of the Iron, and they

seized some cows ; Rickard Burke, the son of Ed-

mond, son of Ulick of Castlebar (in Mayo), over-

took the depredators, and having attacked their

forces, a fierce and desperate conflict ensued be-

tween them, and Rickard, and the most of those

who accompanied him, were slain in that encoun-

ter, and the sons of Walter Fada carried off the

prey triumphantly.

The son of Mac William Burke, i. e. Rickard

Roe, the son of John, son of OUver, son of John,

was slain in the winter of this year by Thomas
Wideos, a gentleman of the queen's party, and all

persons state that that killing was not fair.

The dean O'Grady, i. e. Donogh Oge, the son

of Donogh, son of Donogh, sonof Nicholas, a man
of great power in church and country, died.

Mac Brody, i. e. Maoilin, the son of Conor, son

of Dermod, son of John, chief professor in history

to O'Brien (of Thomond), died, and his brother,

Giollabrighde, was appointed his successor.

Dermod Ulltach (O'Donlevey of Donegal), the

son of John, died.

Mac Conway, i. e. Bryan Dorcha, died on the

13th of June.

one of the sons of king Niall of the Nine Hostages, who had a

fortress there in the fifth century, and he gave its name to the ad-

joining territory of Carbury in Sligo. There are still remaining

some ruins of the castle of Duncarberry, situated on a hill near

Bundrowes in Leitrim, not far from Lough Melvin on one side,

and the Atlantic on the other. In Mac Parian's Survey of Lei-

trim it is stated, that this castle was built by Lady Isabel Clancy,

in the reign of IJlizabeth. The Mac Clancys also had fortresses

in several other places, as at Rossclogher, and on the islands of

Lough Melvin, &c. ; they formed alliances by marriage with the

O'Rourkes, princes of West Brefney, and the O'Conors, lords of

Sligo, but they and those powerful chieftains were also often at

variance and war. The estates of the Mac Clancys were confis-

cated after the Cromwellian wars, but there are still some re-

spectable families of the name in Rossclogher, and other parts of

Leitrim.
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Con, the son of Calvach, son of Manus, son of

Hugh Duv, son of Hugh Roe O'Donnell, died on

the 13th of jNIarch; he was a man highly accom-

plished, and ofgreat hospitality, a man of mildness

and affability, a supporting pillar to the clergy

and kerns, a purchaser of poetical compositions,

and of laudatory poems, by his own great wealth,

a man to whom least evil was ascribed, by fame or

by word, of any of the descendants of Niall of the

Nine Hostages, so that the Tirconnallians were,

on the occasion of the death of Con, like unto a

harp without a sound, a ship without a sailor, or a

field of corn devoid of produce.

The earl of Ormond, i. e. Thomas, the son of

James, son of Pierce Roe, was governor of the two

provinces of Munster this year ; and the earl of

Desmond became more confirmed in his treason

and rebellion, so that he commenced to devastate

the country in his neighbourhood, during the

winter and spring of this year ; his people, how-

ever, were so much in dread and fear of the law,

and of the sovereign of England, that they began

to withdraw from him, even his married wife,

children, and friends, so that he had only four

persons to attend him in his movements from one

cavern of a rock, or the hollow ofa tree, to another,

throughout the two provinces of Munster, during

the summer and harvest of this year. When the

beginning of the winter and the long niglits came
on him, the lawless and rebellious of Munster
began to collect about him, and to renew the war,

so that it was the will of God that the time had
arrived when an end and termination should be put

to the war of the Geraldines, which was accom-
plished in the following manner :—A party of Uibh
Muh-ceartaigh (O'Moriartys), along the riverMang

A.D. 1583.
*

1. TheEarls of Kildare and Desmond—The following account
of the earls of Kildare and Dearaond has been collected from
Lodge's Peerage, Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, Borlase's Reduction
of Ireland, Ware, Wills's Illustrious Irishmen, Campion and Han-
mer's Chronicles, Mac Geoghegan's Ireland, Smith's Histories of
Cork, Kerry, and Waterford, and other sources, and many of these
earls are mentioned in the Annals of the Four Masters. The
Fitzgeralds derive their origin from the Normans of France, and
some of their ancestors, from Normandy, settled in Florence, and
became dukes of Tuscany. Otho, a descendant of those dukes of
Tuscany, came either from Florence or Normandy to England,
and was a great baron in the reign of Edward the Confessor, and
afterwards appointed Castellan of Windsor, and Warden of the
Forests in Berkshire, by William the Conqueror, hence some of
the descendants of Otho took the surname de Windsor, and were

(in the county of KeiTy), of the tribe of Hugh
Beandain, got an opportunity of sui-prising the

earl of Desmond, who was in a Fianbhoth (a hut),

concealed in the cavern of a rock, in Glen-an-

Ginntigh ; this party were reconnoitering and

surrounding that habitation, in which the earl was,

from the beginning of the night 'till towards

morning, when they rushed in on him in the cold

hut, by the break of day, being on a Tuesday, and

the festival day of St. Martin, ( 1 1 th of November),

precisely ; the earl was wounded and taken prisoner

by them, for he had no persons to fight or make
resistance along with him, except one woman and

two boys ; they had not, however, gone far from

the wood, when they instantly beheaded the earl,

and had he not been engaged in plundering and

rebelling as he was, that earl of Desmond would

have been one of the greatest losses in Ireland,

namely, Gerald, the son of James, son of John,

son of Thomas of Drogheda, son of James, son of

Gerald-an-Daua (of the Poetiy), son of Maurice,

i. e. the first earl of Desmond, son of Thomas-na-

nApadh (of the Apes), son of John Caille, son of

Thomas, in whom the Geraldines of Kildare and

of Desmond concentrate, who was the son of

Maurice, namel}', the Friar Minor, son of Gerald,

son of Maurice, son of Gerald. The retribution

of God in the extermination of the Geraldines was

not to be wondered at, as an act of justice on

behalf of their sovereign, for to their ancestors had

been given, as a land of inheritance, the country

from Dun-Caoin (Dunqueen, in Kerry), to the

Meeting of the Three Waters (at Waterford), and

from OUen-More-Arda-Neimhead, in Hy Liathain,

(Great Island, or Barrj-moi'e Island, in the harbour

of Cork), to Limerick.'

Murrogh Bacach, the son of Edmond, son of

powerful barons, and from them were descended the de Windsors,

earls of Plymouth. Otho, above-mentioned, had a son named
\A'alter, who had a son Gerald, and from him his descendants took

the name of Fitzgerald. Gerald got grants of land in Berkshire,

from king Henry I., and being a valiant leader, he was sent to

Wales, and having reduced the Welsh princes to obedience, he
was appointed constable of the castle and governor of the county
of Pembroke ; he got great grants of lands in Wales, and was
married to Nesta, daughter of Rees ap Griffith, prince of South
Wales, by wliom he had three sons, Maurice, William, and David.

From William Fitzgerald and his sons were descended the family

of Gerard, earls of Macclesfield, and the de Carews of Wales and
Devonshire, some of whom were earls of Cork, and there were
other families of note of the name in Ireland. Raymond le Gros,

the celebrated warrior who came to Ireland with Strongbow, was
one of the sons of ^^'iUiam Fitzgerald ; and from Maurice, son of
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Manus Mac Sheehy, died at Ardfert, shortly after

the death of the earl of Desmond, and some say it

was through grief for him he died.

Raymond, were descended the great family of the Fitzmauriees,

barons of Lixnaw and earls of Kerry ; from Hamon le Gros, or le

Gras, were descended the Graces of Kilkenny, a family of great

note, who were barons of Courtstown,and gave name to Grace's
Country in Kilkenny. Maurice Fitzgerald, son of Gerald above-
mentioned, came to Ireland with Strongbow, and an account of

him has been given at p. 4-3, in these notes ; he was a very va-
liant commander, and fought many battles with the Irish chiefs,

and was for some time one of the cliief governors of Ireland, along

with Hugh de Lacy, lord of Meath ; king Henry II. and Strong-
how, conferred on him large grants of lands in Leinster, namely,
in Ofl'aly, in Kildare, and in Wexford and Wieklow. Maurice
died at Wexford, A. D. 1177, and William, one of his sons, became
baron of Naas ; his eldest son, Gerald, became baron of Offaly

in the reign of king John, and was also chief justice of Ireland
;

he also got grants of lands in Sligo, and he died at Sligo in A. D.
1205. Gerald was succeeded as baron of Oifaly by his son Mau-
rice, who got the lands of Maynooth in the reign of Henry III.

;

he founded a Dominican monastery at Sligo, and erected a castle

there ; he also got lands at Youghal, where he founded a Francis-

can monastery, in which he died, and was buried, A. D. 1257,
having in the latter years of his life taken on him the habit of a
Friar Miuor, or Franciscan ; this Maurice was a valiant com-
mander in the various battles with the Irish chiefs, and also in the
wars of Henry III. with the Welsh. His son, Thomas Fitz-

maurice Fitzgerald, baron of Offaly, got great estates in Kerry,
and was ancestor of the Fitzgeralds of Munster ; he died at

Youghal in 12C0. Maurice, brother of this Thomas, was some time
lord justice of Ireland in the reign of Edward I. Thomas Fitz-

gerald, a grandson of the above-mentioned Thomas, became baron
of Offaly, and was appointed captain of all Desmond, and so

powerful that he was styled prince and ruler of Munster; he
was some time lord justice of Ireland, in the reign of Edward I.,

and died A.D. 1296, and was buried in the monastery of Youghal

;

he was surnamed Nappagh, signifying of the Apes, from a re-

markable incident that occurred to him when only nine months old,

and at nurse in Tralee, in the following manner :—On the news
of the death of his father Maurice, who was slain by the Mae
Carthys of Desmond, his nurses being much alarmed, ran out of
the house, and leaving the child in the cradle, he was seized by a
large monkey kept in the house, which, apparently to protect him,
carried the child up to the top of the castle, and in some time
after brought him down safe, and laid him in the cradle ; from
this curious circumstance monkeys have been ever since borne in

the armorial ensigns of the earls of Kildare. This Thomas was the
7th baron of Offaly, and his son John Fitz-Thomas Fitzgerald, was
created eari of Kildare in 1316, by king Edward 11., and his
second son, Maurice Fitz-Thomas Fiiizseraid, was created earl of
Desmond in 1329, by king Edward III. The Fitzgeralds, earls

of Kildare, became one of the most powerful families in the king-
dom, and many of them were lords justices, deputies, and chief
governors of Ireland, and were eminent military commanders in

Ireland, and in the wars of the English kings with the Welsh and
Scots, and in the wars of the English in France ; several of the
family were also knights of Rhodes, and of St. John ofJerusalem.
Thomas, the 2d earl of Kildare, was lord justice of Ireland in the
reign of Edward II., and Maurice, the 4th earl, was lord justice
and custos of Ireland several years in the reign of Edward III.
Gerald, the 5th earl, was lord justice in the reign of Henry IV.,
and Thomas, the 7th earl, was lord deputy several years in the
reigns of Henry VI. and Edward IV.; he was also lord chancellor
of Ireland, and his son, sir Thomas Fitzgerald, was lord chancellor
in the reign of Henry VII. Gerald the 8th earl, was lord deputy
of Ireland for many years in the reigns of Edward IV., Richard
III., and Henry VII., being under these different kings the chief
governor of Ireland for a period of about twenty-five years ; he
was one of the most distinguished military commanders of bis

Geoffrey Carrach, the son of Donogh Bacach,

son of Maolmurry, son of Donogh, son ofTorlogh

Mac Sweeny, was slain by the Kerns of Inis-Caoin

time. Gerald, his son, the 9th earl, was high treasurer, lord jus-
tice, and lord deputy of Ireland some years in the reign of Henry
VIII.

; he was one of the most powerful and popular men in Ire-
land, but having given his daughters in marriage to O'Conor, lord
of Offaly, and O'CarroU, lord of Ely, and formed some other al-
liances with the Irish chiefs, with whom he was on friendly terms,
contrary to the statute of Kilkenny, he was commanded to go to
England, and, on various charges of disaffection, imprisoned in the
Tower of London, where he died in the year 1534 ; and his five

brothers, together with his son, lord Thomas Fitzgerald, were sent
prisoners to the tower, on charges of higli treason, and all hanged
and beheaded at Tyburn, on the 3d of February, 1536, of which
events an accoimt has been given at p. 404, in these Annals, and
in the notes annexed on the rebellion of Silken Thomas. A few
years after the execution of lord Thomas, who was the 10th earl
of Kildare, his brother Gerald became the 11th earl, and his suc-
cessors hold the title and honours to the present day. James, the
20th earl of Kildare, was created duke of Leinster in 1766, in the
reign of George III ; Augustus Frederick Fitzgerald, the present
and 3d duke of Leinster, is the 22d earl of Kildare, and 29th
baron of Offaly. Thus it appears their high honours and pos-
sessions have been maintained by the great family of the Fitz-
geralds of Kildare, for more than 600 years, and to this noble
house may be applied the remark of Lord Bacon—" It is a reve-
rend thing to see an ancient castle or building not in decay, or to
see a fair timber tree sound and perfect ; how much more to be-
hold an ancient noble family, which hath stood against the waves
and weathers of time." The earls of Kildare had their cliief castle
and residence, in ancient times, at Maynooth, but they also had
several other castles in many parts of Kildare, and they founded
and endowed many monasteries in that county, as those of Kil-
dare, Clane, Castledermot, Athy, &c.

The Hovse of Desmond.—As above explained, Maurice Fitz-
Thomas Fitzgerald, son of Thomas, baron of Offaly, was, in the
year 1329, in the reign of Edward III. created earl of Desmond,
and he and his descendants got very extensive possessions in the
counties of Cork, Kerry, Limerick, and Waterford ; Kerry was
erected into a Cov.ntij Palatine, and confirmed to the earls of
Desmond, to be held of the crown by the service of one knight's
fee. The ancient territory of Desmond, or South Munster, as ex-
plained in the notes on Desmond at pp. 170, 179, comprised the
greater part of the counties of Cork and Kerry, with parts of
Tipperary, Limerick, and Waterford. Several of the earls of
Desmond were eminent military commanders, and lords deputies
of Ireland ; Maurice, the 1st earl, attended king Edward III. in

his wars with France, and was some time lord justice of Ireland;
he died in 1353, and was buried in the Dominican abbey of
Tralee. Colin Fitzgerald, a chieftain of the house of Kildare, ac-
cording to the Scotch Peerage, but of the house of Desmond ac-
cording to Lodge, went to Scotland in the thirteenth century, and
having fought in the army of king Alexander III. with great bra-

very at the battle of Largs, against the Norwegians, he got a grant
of the barony of Kintail, in Rosshire, and the descendants of his

son Kenneth took the name of Mac Kenneth, afterwards Mac
Kenzie, and became earls of Seaforth, and earls of Cromarty, in

Scotland. The great families of the Adairs in Scotland and in Ire-

land, are also, according to Lodge, a branch of the Fitzgeralds of

Desmond. The families of the Fitzgibbons of Cork, Limerick,

and Clare, were also branches of the Fitzgeralds of Desmond

;

other branches of the Fitzgeralds of Desmond became barons of

Decies, in Waterford, seneschals of Imokilly, in Cork, knights of

Kerry and knights of Glynn, in Limerick. The Fitzgeralds of

Desmond had numerous strong castles and fortified towns in JIuii-

ster, particularly at Youghal, in Cork, at Askeaton and Kilmal-
lock, in Limerick, at Castlemain and Tralee, hi Kerry, &c., and
some in Tipperary and Waterford ; they foimded and endowed
many monasterries, as those of Askeaton, Adare, Kilmallock,
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(Iniskeen, a village in the barony of Carberry,

county ofCork),of the Tanistship of Hy Carben-y,

a week before the death of the earl of Desmond,

Tralee, Youghal, Dungarvan, &c. Gerald, the 4tli earl of Des-

mond, was governor of the counties of Cork, Kerry, Limerick, and

Waterford, and lord justice and lord deputy of Ireland, in the

reigns of Edward III. and Richard II. James, the 7th earl, he-

came very powerful, and was custos of the counties of Cork, Kerry,

Limerick, and Waterford, in tlie reign of Henry VI. Thomas,

the 8th earl, was lord deputy of Ireland in the reign of Edward

IV., hut being accused of higli treason for alliances and fosterage

toUh the Irish, and other cliarges, he was attainted in a parlia-

ment held at Droglieda, and belieaded in that town on the 15th of

Fehruary, 14G7, by order of the lord deputy, John Tiptoft, earl of

Worcester, of which an account lias l)een given at p. 280 in these

Annals. James, Maurice, and James, the 9th, 10th, and 11th

earls of Desmond, were very powerful noblemen, sometimes in

high honour witli the kings of England, and sometimes in alliance

with the Irish chiefs, against the English government, Thomas,

James, and John, were the 12th, 13th, and 14th earls, and men of

great note. James was the 15th earl, and made some resistance

to the government in the reign of Henry VIII., but was afterwards

appointed to the office of high treasurer of Ireland, which he held

during the reigns of Edward VI. and queen Mary.

The Geraldines of Kildare and Desmond were by far the most

powerful and illustrious of the Anglo-Norman families in Ireland,

and produced many men eminent for valour and patriotism ; they

were often in alliance with the Irish chiefs, against the English

government, and having adopted the Irish language, manners, and

customs, they were charged by the English of having become
" Hibernicis ipsis Hiberniores," or more Irish than the Irish them-

selves. The earls of Kildare formed marriage alliances with the

O'Neills, princes of Tyrone, the O'Donnells, princes of Tyrconnell,

the O'Conors, lords of Offaly, the O'Moores, lords of Leix, and

the O'Carrolls, lords of Ely O'Carroll ; and the earls of Desmond
became allied by intermarriages with the Mac Carthys, princes of

Desmond, and earls of Clancare; the O'Briens, princes and earls

of Thomond ; the O'Carrolls, lords of Ely O'Carroll ; the O'Sul-

livaus, lords of Beara, in Cork ; the O'Conors, lords of Kerry, and

the O'Conors, lords of Sligo. As l)y the Act of the Anglo-Irish

Parliament, called the Statute of Kilkenny, it was prohibited,

under penalties of treason or felony, for any families of English

descent to form alliances by marriage or fosterage with the Mile-

sian Irish, these alliances were brought as charges against the

houses of Kildare and Desmond, in consequence of which many of

them, as al)ove explained, sufi'ered confiscation of their estates,

persecution and death. Tlie earls of Desmond were sometimes in

alliance, but niore frequently at war with their great rivals, the

Butlers, earls of Ormond. In A. D. 1565, as related at p. 456, in

these Annals, a great battle was fought in Waterford, between
Gerald, earl of Desmond, and Thomas, earl of Ormond, in which
Desmond, being defeated and taken prisoner, was, as mentioned by
Cox, carried on a bier from the field of battle on men's shoulders,

and one of the Hutlers having insultingly asked him," Where is

the great earl of Desmond now ?" he replied with great spirit,

*' Where should he be but on the necks of the Butlers." Gerald,

the 16th earl of Desmond, son of James, the I5th earl, was one

of the most powerful subjects in Europe, held the rank of a
Prince Palatine, with all the authority of a provincial king,

had many strong castles and towns, and his vast possessions

extended about one hundred and fifty miles over the counties of

Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Tipperary, and Waterford, comprising
about six hundred thousand acres of profitable land, independent
of immense tracts of waste lands, so that his entire estates

amounted to about one million of acres. He had a vast number
of vassals, and could raise at a call a force of 2000 foot and 600
horse, and had besides in his retinue of his own kindred 500 gentle-
men of the Fitzgeralds. The earl of Desmond having resisted the
Reformation in the reign of Elizabeth, waged war against the
English government, and being joined by his brothers and relatives,

and it was said that the killing of GeoiFrey was a

forewarning of the death of the earl.

John Oge, the son of John, son of Thomas, the

they became the chief military commanders of the Irish in Mun-
ster, in the war against Elizabeth, and for a period of about 15
years of incessant contests and sanguinary conflicts, they main-
tained their position, but the earl with his brothers and cousins

being slain, and many other leaders of the Fitzgeralds imprisoned

and exiled, and all their forces dispersed and vanquished, the
great Fitzgeralds of Desmond, after Iiaving maintained their pos-

sessions and power in prosperity and splendour for a period of

more than three hundred years, were reduced to utter ruin, and
their vast estates being confiscated hy the crown, were transferred

to new EngMsli settlers. Amongst the chiefs of the house of Des-
mond who were slain in these contests, the following were the

most distinguished leaders, sir Maurice Fitzgerald, called Maurice
Duv or Black Maurice, brother of James the 15th earl, was killed

in the year 1565, in a conflict with the Mac Carthys; his son

James, called Mac Maurice or Fitzmaurice, was a noted commander
tor many years in Monster, and brought over the Italians and
Spaniards to Smerwick ; he was slain A. D. 1579, as recorded in

these Annals at that year, and his body was hanged hy the Eng-
lish at Kilmallock. Sir James Fitagerald, brother of Gerald, earl

of Desmond, was in the year 1580 taken prisoner, hanged and
quartered hy the English at Cork; sir John Fitzgerald, called John
of Desmond, brother of sir James, was hanged, quartered, and
gibbetted by the English at Cork, in 1581 ; both these brothers

were celebrated commanders for many years in Munster, and an
account of them is given in the Annals at the above mentioned

years. Gerald, the earl, was himself slain in the year^l583, as

above recorded in the Annals. James Fitzgerald, the 17th earl

of Desmond, was taken prisoner in 1601, and sent to the Tower of

London, where he died in A. D. 1608, as hereafter mentioned.

Mac Geoghegan, in his History of Ireland, says—" Such was the

end of the illustrious house of the Fitzgeralds of Desmond, the

Maccabees of our day, who sacrificed their lives and properties in

defence of the Catholic cause." The particulars of the death of

tlie earl Gerald, above mentioned by the Four Masters, were as

follows ; his forces being defeated and dispersed, and bis brothers

and kindred slain, he was reduced to the greatest distress, and
became a fugitive, with only a few followers, wandering through

the woods and wilds of Kerry, concealed in glens and caves to

evade his pursuers, being outlawed, and a large reward oSered for

him dead or alive. The earl in his misfortunes was chiefly sup-

ported by one of his faithful followers, Geofl'rey Mac Sweeney, a

captain of galloglasses, who being slain, the earl was greatly dis-

tressed for provisions, and some of his servants took a prey of cat-

tle between Tralee and Castlemaine, from one of the O'Moriartys,

on which Owen O'Moriarty applied to the Englisli governor of

Castlemaine, from whom he obtained a party of 7 musketeers and
12 kerns, who pursued the cattle; tliis party about midnight

having discovered a fire in a wood within a few miles of Tralee,

they reconnoitred the place, and discovered 5 or 6 persons in a

ruined house, and entering it, all tlie inmates fled except an aged

man of venerable appearance, who sat by the fire ; one Daniel

Kelly, an Irish soldier, attacked the old man, and almost cut oft"

his arm with a blow of his sword, on which he cried out—" Spare

me for I am the earl of Desmond," but the base kern, regardless

of his entreaties, killed him and cut off his head, which he

carried to Cork, to Thomas Butler, earl of Ormond, who had
it sent to England as a present to the queen, who caused it to be

fixed on a pole on London Bridge. This Daniel Kelly who killed

the earl, was, says Cox, " a native Irishman who had been bred by

the English ;" he had for that service a pension of £20 a year

from queen Elizabeth, but going to London, he was soon after, for

some misdeeds, hanged at Tyburn. The earl was slain on the 11th

of November, 1583, as mentioned in the Annals, in a sequestered

glen called Glenagintigh, situated in the parish of Ballymac Elli-

gott, between Tralee and Castleisland ; his body was concealed by

the people to prevent it from falling into the hands of his enemies,
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earl (of Desmond), died at an advanced age while

imprisoned in Limerick, on account of his sons

being joined with the earl of Desmond.

and, after a considerable time, privately buried in the small churcli

of Kilnamanagh, at Ardnegratli,near Castleisland. The great earl

of Desmond was long remembered in the tales and traditions of

the people under the name of Oiornid larla, or Gerald the Earl,

and in their wild legends represented as not dead, but that he and
his warriors were sleeping in a cave in the mountains of Keiry in

complete armour, and their steeds standing beside them ready
saddled, and that the earl and his champions would somethne arise

from their enchanted slumber, and war with the English, as the

ancient Welsh believed for ages, that their renowned hero, Arthur,

king of Britain, was not dead, but gone with his warriors to

Fairy-land, from whence they would one day return to liberate the

Kymri from Saxon bondage. James, only son of Gerald the earl,

was kept some years a prisoner in the Tower of London, but re-

stored to the earldom by queen Elizabeth for a political object,

and, according to Cox and Lodge, he was in the year 1600 sent

over to Ireland by the advice of sir Robert Cecil, in hopes he
might regain the followers of his family, and bring them under
obedience to the crown. When he came to Cork, says Cox, the

inhabitants, finding he was a Protestant, refused to entertain him,

so that he was fain to intrude iiimself on the mayor; he then went
to Kilmallock, where multitudes flocked to see him and do him
duty, but as soon as they saw him go to church on Sunday, they

all forsook him and treated him with great contumely ; he was the

17th earl, and commonly called the queen's earl of Desmond ; he
returned to London, where he soon after died in IGOl, under sus-

picion of being poisoned. James Fitz-Thomas Fitzgerald, the son

of sir Thomas, and grandson of James, the 15th earl of Desmond,
attempting to recover the estates and honours of his ancestors,

joined the standard of Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, against the

queen, and in 1.508 was appointed earl of Desmond by O'Neill, and
hence he was called O'Neill's earl of Desmond, in opposition to the

queen's earl of Desmond, but as his title was not recognised by the

crown, he was designated the Siigan Enrl, signifying the Earl of

Straw. Cox says the Sugan Earl was the handsomest man of his

time, and one of the most potent of the earls of Desmond ; he was
a valiant commander, and headed a great force for some years in

Munster, but being at length defeated, he became a fugitive and
outlaw, and a great reward being oft'ered for him dead or alive, he
was taken on the 29th of May, 1001, by Fitzgibbon, called the

White Knight, while concealed in a cave in the mountain of Slieve

Grot in Tipperary, and delivered to Carew, the president of Mun-
ster, at Shandon castle, for which service Fitzgibbon received

a reward of one thousand pounds. Desmond was secured

in irons and sent to Cork, where he was tried and convicted of

treason, and in August IGOl, transmitted prisoner to London, to-

gether with the celebrated chief Florence Mac Carthy, who, says

Cox, was the greatest man of the Mac Carthys since the conquest.

Desmond and Mac Carthy were both confined in the Tower, where
the earl died, A. D. 1608, after an imprisonment of seven years,

and was buried in the chapel of the Tower. John Fitz-Thomas,
brother of this earl, was also a commander of note in Munster for

some years, but fled to Spain in 1603; he was styled earl of
Desmond, and died at Barcelona ; his son Gerald, also styled

count and earl of Desmond, was in the military service oi Spain
and Austria, and having died in Germany in 1G32, thus terminated
the illustrious house of Desmond.

Confiscated Lands.—In 1583 an Act of attainder was passed
against Gerald, the great earl of Desmond, and his vast estates

were confiscated, and no less than 574,628 acres were seized by
the crown, together with his many strong castles, and transferred

to various new English settlers, who were called Undertakers and
Planters. An account of this plantation is given by Cox, and in

Smith's Histories of Cork, Kerry, and Waterford. Amongst the
conditions on which these grants of lands were given, the Under-
takers were not permitted to convey any part of the lands to the

mere Irish, and the English settlers were also prohibited to inter-

marry with the Irish, and none of the Irish were to be maintained

The Roch'e,'^ 1. e. David, the son of Maurice, son

of David, son of Maurice, and his wife Oilen

(Ellen), the daughter of James, son of Edmond

in any family. Cox says letters were written to every county in
England to encourage younger brothers to become Undertakers in
Ireland ; the conditions were that the queen was to grant these
confiscated lands in fee at 3rf. per acre in Limerick and Kerry, and
id. per acre in Cork and Waterford ; to be rent free till March
1590 ; and to pay but half rent for three years from thence, and
no Irish to be permitted to reside on the lands. Of the Desmond
estates in Cork and Waterford, sir Walter Raleigh got 40,000
acres, -which afterwards passed to the family of Boyle, earls of
Cork. The other English Undertakers who got grants of the Des-
mond estates were the following. In Corh, Arthur Robins 18,000
acres; Fane Beecher 12,000 ; Hugh Worth 12,000 ; Arthur Hyde
12,000; sir Warham St. Leger 6,000; Hugh Cufte 6,000: sir

Thomas Norris 6,000 ; Tliomas Say 5,800 ; sir Richard Beacon
1,600, and Edmond Spenser, the poet, 3,000 acres.

In Kerry. Sir William Herbert 13,000 acres; Charles Herbert
4,000; sir Valentine Brown, ancestor to the earls of Kenmare,
6,000; sir Edward Denny 6,000; John Hally 4,000; captain
Conway and John Campion 2,000 acres.

In limerick. Sir George Bourchier 13,000 acres; William
Trenchard 12,000; Henry Billingsly 12,000; sir William Cour-
tenay 10,500 ; Francis Barkly 7,000 ; Edward Manwaring 3,750

;

Richard Fitton 3,000 ; Robert Anslow 2,600 ; and George Thorn-
ton 1,500 acres. In Limerick, Waterford, and Tipperary, sir

Edward Fitton got 11,500 acres. In Waterford, sir Christoplier
Hatton got 10,000 acres, and in Tipperary Thomas Butler, earl of
Ormond, got 3,000 acres.

2. The Roches of Fertnoy.—The family ofde la Rupe or Roche,
according to the Irish Peerage and Rudunents of Honour, by Fran-
cis Nicholls, published in 1727, were maternally descended from
Charlemagne, king of France and emperor of the West, and in the
remarkable pedigree of the ancestors of this family, it Is shewn
that they derive their descent from the most illustrious sources,
their progenitors being allied, by intermarriages, with the great
carls of Flanders, the counts of Bavaria, Alfred, and other Saxon
kings of England, the house of Capet in France, William the Con-
queror, and other Anglo-Norman kings. The Roches came to

Ireland in the reign of Henry II. along with the other Anglo-Nor-
man chiefs, in Strongbow's time ; and in the reigns of Richard I.

and king John, they got large grants of lands in Cork, in the ter-

ritory of Fermoy, which from them was called Roche's Country, •

and they erected a castle, and founded a Cistercian monastery at
Fermoy, and they had seats at Castletown Roche, and other
places. Alexander, David, John, and Maurice Fitz-John Roche,
were in succession barons of Fermoy by tenure, and about A.D.
1300 the lords George and John Roche are mentioned in Lodge's
Peerage on the Fitzmaurices, earls of Kerry, as connected by in-

termarriage with that family. In the reign of Edward IV., about
A.D. 1470, the most noble, potent, and honorable Ulick Roche
was created viscount de Rupe and Fermoy ; and in Lodge's Peer-
age, on the de Courcys, barons of Kinsale, David More Roche,
viscount of Fermoy, is mentioned about the year 1490. According
to the passage above in the Annals, David Roche was, in 1583,
viscount of Fermoy, and his pedigree is given as son of Maurice,
son of David, son of Maurice, and his wife was Ellen Mac Pierce,

of the family of the Fitzmaurices, afterwards earls of Kerry ; and
Jane, daughter of this David Roche, was married to Patrick Fitz-

maurice, baron of Lixnaw, in Kerry. Another David Roche,
viscount of Fermoy, lived in the reigns of Charles 1. and II., and
was a distinguished nobleman in supporting the interests of king
Charles in Ireland during the civil wars, and in consequence of his

loyalty his extensive estates, estimated to be worth fifty thousand
pounds per annum, were confiscated by Cromwell; lord Roche re-

tired with a regiment to France, and died on the Continent. Ano-
ther David Roche, viscount Fermoy, sat in the parliament of King
James II. at Dublin, in 1689, and was a steady adherent to the
House of Stuart. The Roches had also the title of barons of Cas-
tlelough, and some of them were barons of Tarbert in Limerick.
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Mac Pierce, died in the same month, at the end of

this year; and there was not of the Fionn-Ghalla

(Normans), of Ireland, who ruled over a Triochad-

Cead (barony), of an estate, a couple more noble

than they were.

After the confiscation of their estates in the Cromwellian and Wil-
liamite wars, the Roches of Fermoy retired to the Continent, and
some of them were distinguished commanders in the Irish Brigade
in France, and also in the service of Spain andSardinia. Thereare
still many highly respectable families of the Roches in the coun-
ties of Cork and Limerick, and accounts of them are given in

Smith's History of Cork, in Windele's learned work on Cork, and
in Burke's Commoners.

IX. Danish Wars in the eleventh and twelfth centuries.—In
the preceding articles, an account has been given of the Danish
wars in the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries, concluding with
the battle of Clontarf, and in this is continued, from p. 51G, an
account of those wars in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, down
to the termination of the Danish power, and the invasion of the
Anglo-Normans. On the death of Brian Boru, at Clontarf, A. D.
1014, Malachy II. who had been deposed by Brian, and reigned
only as king of Meath, resumed the crown, and became again
monarch of Ireland, and reigned to his death, A.D. 1022, and
during this period he fought several battles with the Danes. In
A.D. 1015,king Malachy, with the Hy Niall,andO'Muldory, prince
of Tyrconnell, led their forces to Dublin, and burned the fortress

and the houses outside the fortress, and afterwards went into Hy
Kinsellagh, laid waste the country, and carried off more than
1000 captives, with flocks of cattle, but they were attacked, and
a great number of them slain.

Battle of Odbha, ^-c.—ln A. D. 1016, king Malachy defeated
the Danish forces, and their allies, the Lagenians, witli immense
slaughter, at a place called Odbha, in Meatli, where several other
great battles were fought in ancient times, and is now named
Dowth, and situated between Drogheda and Slane. In tlie same
year, according to Inisfallen, Kildare, Glondalough, Clonard,
Swords of Columkill, and Armagh, were burned by Sitric, son of
Aulaf, and the Danes of Dublin, but they were attacked by Ma-
lachy and O'Neill, and great numbers of them were slain. In
A.D. 1017, Brann, son of Maolmora Mac Murrogh, king of
Leinster, was treacherously taken by Sitric, Danish king of Dub-
lin, who had his eyes put out, of which punishment he soon after

died. In A.D. 1018, Kells was plundered by Sitric and the Danes
of Dublin, and they carried off immense booty, and many captives,

and slew a great number of people, in the midst of the cliurch.

In A.D. 1020, the shrine of St. Patrick and his relics, called Finn-
foideach, were plundered at Armagh or Downpatriek, by the
Danes, and O'Aidith and the people of Lower Iveagh, who also

carried off 700 cows.

Battle of Delgany.—In A. D. 1021 , Dghaire, king of Leinster,

defeated the Danes of Dublin, under Sitric, in a great battle, at

Delgne Mogarog, in Hy Briuin Cualann ; this battle was fought
at Delgany, in Wicklow, and the Danish forces were defeated with
great slaughter, and several thousands of them were slain.

Battle of Athboy, ^-c.—In A. D. 1022, king Malachy gained a
great victory over the Danes of Dublin, near Ath Buidhe of
Tlachtga, now Athboy, in Meath, in which the Four Masters state

that a vast number of them were slain in the evening, at the Yel-
low-ford. This battle was fought in the beginning of July, and
king Malaehy died two months after, namely the 4th of the
Nones of September, on a Sunday, in the 73d year of his age, at
Cro-inis, an island in (^|§^b Annin, now Lough Ennell, near Mul-
lingar. In this year a great naval battle was fought between the
Danes of Dublin and Niall Mac Eochada, prince of Ulidia, in

which the Danes were defeated with immense slaughter, and
great numbers of them made captives and their ships taken from
them. In A. D. 1023, the Danes of Dublin led their forces to
South Bregia, and as far as Duleek, and they slew Ainbith
O'Casey, lord of Saitne, and they treacherously took Donogh

O'Mulloy (of King's county), i. e. Theobald,

died.

Coi-mac, the son of Teige, son of Cormac Oge
Mac Carthy, lord of Muskerry, a man of good

personal figure, and of fair complexion, who pos-

O'Dunn, lord of Bregia, prisoner, and carried him beyond the sea,

to the east. In A. D. 1024, the men of Ossory and Leinster led

their forces to Talcande, and carried off valuable articles and
hostages from the Danes, and they were also defeated at Erlant.

In A. D. 1025, Flaherty O'Neill, king of Ulster, led his forces to

Bregia, and carried off the hostages of the Irish from the Danes,
and in the following year O'Neill came to Meath, with his ally,

Malachy, and having attacked the Danes, they carried off hos-
tages from them, and having proceeded on the ice, they laid waste
against the Danes Inis Mochta, now Inismott, on the lake of
Ballyhoe, in Meath, on the borders of Louth and Monaghan. In
this year, also, Raon, heir presumptive to the throne of Tara, de-
feated the Danes of t)ublin in several battles in Meath.

The Battle of Lichblagh.—In A. D. 1027, Sitric, son of Aulaf,
Danish king of Dublin, joined by Donogh O'Dunn, prince of Bre-
gia, led a great force to Meath, and proceeded as far as Leic
Bladhma,'or Leic Blagha, and to Monaigh lonishlain, where they
were attacked by the men of Meath, commanded by Roen O'Me-
laghlin, prince of Westmeath, and a fierce battle being fought
between them, the victory was gained over the Danes and Bre-
gians, and an immense number were slain, together with Donogh
O'Dunn, prince of Bregia, and GioUa Uasaill, son of Giolla Kevin,
lord of Cualann, in M'icklow. The place where this battle was
fought called Leic Bladhma, isnow known as Licblagh, in West-
meath, between Castlepollard and Lough Sheelin. In another
engagement the Danes defeated and slew Roen, prince of Meath,
with many of his men.

In 1028, Flanagan O'Kelly, prince of Bregia, and Sitric, son of
Aulaf, king of the Danes of Dublin, went on a pilgrimage to Rome.
In k. D. 1029, Aulaf, son of Sitric, king of the Danes was taken
prisoner by Mahon O'Regan, prince of Bregia, who compelled iiim

to pay as a ransom for his liberation 1200 cows, and seven score

(140) British horses, togetlier with sixty ounces of gold, and the

sword of Carolus, and sixty ounces of silver for throwing off his

fetters, and eighty cows as the price of intercession, and four hos-

tages to O'Regan himself, for making peace ; and Aulaf was also

compelled to give up the hostages of Ireland, both of Leinster and
Leath Cuinn, witli a full redemption of all hostages. Several of

the O'Regans and O'Kellys, princes of Bregia, are mentioned at

this time, and they were in contention with each other for that prin-

cipality. In A.D. 1031, Ardbraccan, in Meath, was plundered by
Sitric and the Danes of Dublin, 200 persons were burned in

the stone church, and 200 more were carried off captives, together

with much cattle. Gluniarn, the son of Sitric, was slain by the

people of South Bregia.

Buttle of the Boyne, ^-c.—In A. D. 1032, a victory was gained

by Sitric, son of Aulaf, over the Conallians, or men of Loutli, and
other adjoining parts of Ulster, and 300 of them were slain or

made captives ; this battle was fought near the mouth of the

river Boyne. In 1034, Aulaf, son of Sitric, was slain hy the

Saxons, in England, while on his way to Rome. In 1035, Regi-

nald, grandson of Ivar, lord of the Danes of Waterford, was trea-

cherously slain in Dublin by Sitric ; he was succeeded by Com-
manus, son of Raban, who was slain in 1038, and in the same year

Waterford was plundered by Derraod Mac Maolnambo, king of

Leinster, and Ivar was slain. In 1035, Ardbraccan was plundered

by Sitric, and Swords was plundered and burned, in retaliation, by
Conor O'Melaghlin.

In 1037, Skreen and Duleek, in Meath, were plundered by the

Danes of Dublin ; and in 1038, the island of Raghlin,off the coast

of Antrim, was laid waste by the Danes.
Christ Church founded by the Danes.—According to Ware,

Sitric III., Danish king of Dublin, having gone on a pilgrimage to

Rome in A.D. 1030, died on his way, and was succeededhj his son

Aulaf \'I., who going on a pilgrimage to Rome, A. D. 1034, was



REIGN OF ELIZABETH. 533

sessed most of white-walled buildings, fair, well-

roofed castles, and Coarb's seats (Abbacies), of

any of the descendants of Eoghan More, died.

slain in England, and was succeeded by his son, Sitrie IV. In A.D.
1038, according to Ware and Lanigan, and tlie Liher Niger, or Black
Book of Trinity Church, Dublin, this Danish king, Sitrie, in con-

junction with Donatus, an Ostman or Dane, then bishop of Dub-
lin, founded the Cathedral of Christ Churcli, which Sitrie amply
endowed, conferring on it the lands of Baldoyle, Raheny, and Por-
trane, with all their produce, cattle and corn, and the services of

the villeins or serfs attached to those lands " cum villanis et vac-

cis et bladis,*' and he also gave gold and silver sufficient to build

the Cathedral. In A. D. 1035, according to Inisfallen, Sitrie

having left the government of Dublin, went across the sea, and
was succeeded by a chief named Eachmarcach, probably Emeric

;

and in 1038, Ivar, the son of Harold, succeeded Emeric as Danish
king of Dublin. According to Ware, Sitrie IV. died A. D. 1042,
and was succeeded by Aulaf ; this was Aulaf VII.

In A. D. 1045, Ivar, the son of Harold, and the Danes of Dub-
lin attacked the Island of Raghlin, off the coast of Antrim, and
slew 300 of the Ultonians. In 1046, Ivar, the Bon of Harold, was
expelled from Dublin by the Danes, and was succeeded as king by
Emeric, son of Reginald. About this time, according to the Saga
of Snorro, Thorfin, earl of Orkneys, son of earl Sigurd, who had been

slain at Clontarf, with powerful forces of Norwegians, made hos-

tile expeditions to the coasts of Ireland, and fought great battles

with the Irish Danes at Waterford ; this Thorfin ruled over the

northern half of Scotland, while his ally Macbeth was king in the

south. About this period also, various expeditions of the Irish to

Wales are mentioned in the Welsh Chronicles of Caradoc, of Lan-
carvan, and in Ware and Hanraer. The Irish were allied with the

different Welsh princes who were contending for the sovereignty of

Wales, and Conan ap Jago, prince of North Wales, was married to

Ranulpa, daughter of Aulaf, Danish king of Dublin ; Conan was
expelled from Wales by Griffith ap Lewellyn, who usurped the

government, but Conan being joined by his father-in-law Aulaf,

they collected their forces from Dublin, and sailed to Wales about
A. D. 1045, and having defeated Griffith, took him prisoner, but

he was soon after rescued by his own men, and the forces of Aulaf
were defeated with great slaughter, and he and Conan fled to their

ships and returned to Dublin. In A. D. 1050, Conan collected

another force in Ireland, and attempted to recover Wales, but his

fleet was destroyed by a storm ; various other expeditions of the

Irish into Wales, from A.D. 1050 to 1060, are related by Han-
mer.

In A. D. 1052, Dermod Mac Jlaolnambo, king of Leinster, led

his forces to Fingal, and burned the entire country about Dublin,

and he fought a great battle with the Danes at their fortress,

where great numbers were slain, and he remained in Dublin until

Emeric, son of Reginald, king of the Danes, went beyond the sea,

and Dermod then became king over the Danes. Murrogh, the son
of Maolnambo, soon after was appointed king over the Danes of

Dublin, and he and his father were the first Irish kings who as-

sumed authority over the Danes, but from this period, for a cen-
tury afterwards, these Mac Murroghs, kings of Leinster, were
generally styled kings of Dublin. This Murrogh Mac Murrogh
died A. D. 1070, and in 1075 is recorded in the Four Masters the
death of Donal Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster and of Dublin. In
A.D. 1055, Guthorm or Gorm, a Norwegian larl, and famous war-
rior, is mentioned in the Saga of Snorro as having come to Dublin
with powerful forces, and entered into alliance with Murchard, an
Irish king, who, no doubt, was Murchad or Murrogh above men-
tioned, king of Dublin. Gorm and Murrogh with their comliined
forces and a large fleet sailed to Wales, and, having plundered the
country, they took away an immense quantity of silver and other
booty, but Murrogh having attempted to appropriate all the spoils

to himself, Gorm resisted, and they fought a great battle, in which
Murrogh was defeated. Gorm got such a vast quantity of silver,

that he offered up a tenth part of it to St. Olaf, and on his return

to Norway had formed out of the silver an image of Christ 7 feet
high, which he placed in the church of St. Olaf.

Intestine commotions arose in the country after the

death of Cormac, some of the people supporting

Callachan, the son of Teige, who claimed to take

GodredCrovan.—According to the Chronicles of Mann, in John-
stone's Celto-Normanic Antiquities, Godred Crovan, son of Harold
the Black, of Iceland, a descendant of the kings of Norway, with

a powerful fleet, conquered the Isle of Mann in A. D. 1056, and
ruled over the Isle of Mann and the Hebrides. In 10G8 he sub-

dued Dublin and a great part of Leinster with powerful forces ; at

this time Murrogh, before mentioned, was king of Dublin, but heap-
pears to have been dispossessed by Godred, and died in A. D. 1070.

Godred Crovan died A. D. 1076, in the Island of Ila in the He-
brides, and was succeeded as king of Mann by his son Lagmann,
who, after a reign of seven years, set out on a pilgrimage to Jeru-

salem, where he died.

Battle of Odhbha.—In A. D. 1072, Dermod Mac Maolnambo,
king of Leinster and Leath Mogha, and of the Danes of Dublin,

led his forces to Meath against Conor O'Melaghlin.kingof Meath,
and they fought a fierce battle at Odhbha, now Dowth, between
Drogheda and Slane, in which the forces of king Dermod were
totally defeated, and many hundreds of the Lagenians and their

allies the Danes were slain, and Dermod himself was killed and
decapitated. This battle was fought on Tuesday, the 7th of the

Ides of February, according to the Four Masters, who quote
some verses from one of the ancient bards, in praise of the cele-

brated and heroic king Dermod, saying, that after his death there

was no profit or pleasure, no gladness or peace.

Godfrey Meranagh.—About A. D. 1073, Godfrey Meranagb,
who appears to have been a relative of Godred Crovan, king of
the Isle of Mann, became Danish king of Dublin ; he was Godfrey
IV., and he ruled over Dublin many years, but his authority was
contested by the O'Briens, kings of Munster. In A. D. 1075,
Dublin was taken by Murtogh O'Brien, prince of Thomond, son of
Torlogh O'Brien king of Munster. Murtogh O'Brien became king
over the Danes of Dublin, and he appears to have ruled over them
about ten years to A. D. 1085, but Godfrey Meranagh at the same
time was acknowledged by the Danes as king of Dublin. A.D.
1088, the people of Iveagh in Munster, in the south of Cork, de-
feated the Danes of Dublin, Wexford, and Waterford, who had
gone with great forces to plunder Cork. About A. D. 1090, Mur-
togh O'Brien, king of iMunster, who had been king over the Danes
of Dublin, again assumed authority over them, and fought some
battles with the forces of Godfrey Meranagh ; some of these con-
tests are related in the Chronicle of Mann, but the chronology is

not correct, as Godfrey is confounded with another king of iSianu

named Godred, who lived about 50 years after that time.

Battles in Leinster and at Dublin.—In A. D. 1094, Murtogh
O'Brien, king of Munster, with the forces of Munster, Ossory, and
Leinster, marched to Dublin, and Donal 0'Loghlin,kingof Aileach,
with the forces of Tyrone and Tirconnell, and Donal O'Meiaghlin,

king of Tara, with the men of Meath, and Donogh O'Eochy, prince

of Ulidia, marched to the plain of Leinster, burned Oughterard in

Kildare, and gained a great victory over the men of Munster and
the Lagenians. Murtogh O'Brien and the men of Munster, again

came to Dublin, and expelled Godfrey Meranagh, the Danish king,

having defeated his forces, and it is stated that he had a fleet of

90 ships ; Murtogh O'Brien then appointed his own son Donal,

king over the Danes of Dublin. In 1095, the nobility of the Isle

of Mann sent an embassy to king Murtogh O'Brien, requesting he

would send one of his family as ruler of the Island ; he appointed

his nephew Donal, son of Teige O'Brien, as king of Mann, but in

consequence of his tyranny, the Manks and Hebridians expelled

him from the Island. Godfrey Meranagh died soon after his ex-

pulsion from Dublin, and his death is recorded in the Four Masters

at A.D. 1095, as having taken place in the awful plague which
prevailed over Europe in that year, and it is stated, that one-fourth

of the people of Ireland were carried ofi" by that pestilence. Donal
O' Brien ruled over the Danes of Dublin for about 24 years, to A. D,
1118, when he became a monk. About A.D. 1096, according to

Stanihurst, Hanmer, and others, a number of Danes or Ostmen
came to Dublin, and obtaiiied either from Mac Murrogh, king of
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possession of the country, on account of his se-

niority ; another party supported Cormac, the son

of Dermod, son of Teige, who sought the govem-

Lcinster, or from Murtogh O'Brien, king of Munster, a district on

the nortli side of the city adjoining tlie Liffey. which from this

colony was called Ostm'antown, and in after times Oxmantoicn

Green, and comprised districts in St. Michan's and St. Paul's

parishes, extending from the Four Courts to the Park, along

Stoneybatter, Grangegorman, Prussia-street, Arbour Hill, &e.

;

which districts in those days were mostly covered with a great

oak forest, and it is stated that king William Rufus obtained some

of this oak to make the ceiling and roof of Westminster Hall,

either from Mac Murrogb, king of Leinster, or Murtogh O'Brien,

king of Munster ; and about this time the church of St. Michan's

in Dublin, was founded by Michan, an Ostuian or Dane.

Buttle of Moijcobn.—In A.D. 1100, Murtogh O'Brien, king

of Munster, with great forces, and a powerful fleet of the Danes,

invaded Ulster, and proceeded to Easroe, in Tyrconnell, and to Der-

ry,but they were defeated with great slaughter by the son of Mac
Loghlin, prince ofAileach, and greatnumbers ofthcm were slain and

drowned. About A. D. 1098, Magnus, king of Norway, also be-

came king of the Orkneys, Hebrides, and Isle of Mann ; he made
expeditions to the coast" of Ireland, and in 1102, came with his

forces and a large fleet to Dublin. The men of Ireland marched

in great numbers to Dublin to attack Magnus, and his Danes and

Norwegians, who had come to ravage Ireland, on which they made
peace for one year with the Irish, and king Murtogh O'Brien en-

tered into an alliance with Magnus, and gave his daughter Bebinn

in marriage to Sigurd, son of Magnus, with much wealth and great

presents, and Sigurd was appointed, by his father, king of the

Orkneys, Hebrides, and Isle of Mann. It may be mentioned as a

remarkable circumstance, that in the reigns of George II. and III.

some of the ladies of the O'Brien family, earls of Thomond, be-

came countesses of Orkneys by intermarriage with the Hamiltons,

earls of Orkneys. In A. D. 1103, Magnus, king of Norway, with

a great fleet, some say sixteen ships, others sixty, and powerful

forces invaded Ireland, for the purpose of making a conquest of

the country, and it is stated in the Chronicle of Mann, and by

Ware and Hanmer, that Magnus .sent his messengers to king

Murtogh O'Brien, with a pair of his shoes, commanding him to

carry them on his shoulders, in bis court, in the presence of the

ambassadors, on Christmas day, as a token of his subjection and

liomage. This insolent message of the Norwegian king raised the

Irish to resistauce, and Magnus and his forces having overrun a

great part of the country, proceeded to Ulster, where they were

opposed by the Ultonians, and in a fierce battle fought at Moy-
coba, near Downpatrick, on St. Bartholomew's day, the 24th of

August, 1103, the Norwegians were defeated, and almost all slain,

together with king Magnus himself, who, according to some ac-

counts, was buried near Downpatrick,^ but according to other

statements, in the cathedral of that place. An interesting account

of the expedition and death of Magnus is given from the Icelandic

Saga, in Johnstone's Celto-Scandinavian Antiquities, from which

the following particulars have been collected :—King Magnus
fought many battles with the Irish, but was resisted with great

bravery, and at length entered into a truce with the men of Ulster,

and prepared his ships to sail to Norway, on condition that the

Irish would give him a large supply of cattle, to be killed for the

support of his men. The eve of St. Bartholomew's day, the 23d of

August, was the time appointed for the Irish to supply the cattle,

but not having fulfilled their promise, Magnus, with his forces,

disembarked on St. Bartholomew's day, to see about the cattle.

The day was calm and beautiful—the sun shining serenely in the

heavens ; they travelled on over marshes and bogs, making their

way on little bridges, constructed of rough hewn poles and pieces

of timber, and through dense woods, and having at length reached
a hill, from which they had an extensive prospect, they perceived

at a distance an immense cloud of dust, such as that produced by
a body of horsemen ; some said these were the Irish forces

coming to attack them, others considered they were messengers
comuig with the proposed supply of cattle, and on a nearer ap-

ment of the country on the strength of his father's

patent ; and the third party supported the young

sons of tliis Cormac, the son of Teige, son of Cor-

proach they perceived a great drove of cattle coming on,

which the Irish delivered up to the Northmen. It was
now about noon-day, and the Northmen prepared to return

to their ships, but when they came to the marshes, the Irisli, who
had formed an ambuscade in an adjoining wood, suddenly rushed

with a fierce assault on the foreigners. King Magnus ordered

Eyvinder, his chief commander, to sound the trumpet and sum-
mon all his men to the royal standard, and his warriors to close

their ranks with serried shields until they passed the swamps
and came to the plains, where they would be safe. Magnus and
his men made their way to an old fort or entrenchment, which
they reached with difficulty, and being fiercely pursued by the

Irish, the Northmen were slaughtered in great numbers. Tlie

king seeing a certain champion, a man from Upland, in Sweden,
by name Thorgrim, called on him, saying, " Do you with your

cohort cross the rampart, and while so doing we will defend

you, and when you have passed it, occupy the opposite hill, and

with your skilful archers attack the enemy, until we pass on-

ward." Thorgrim and his followers crossed the foss, but imme-
diately placing their shields on their backs, fled to their ships.

The king perceiving their flight, exclaimed—" Is it thus you fly,

you coward ! I was a fool to prefer you to command instead of

Sigurd, the swiftfooted, who would not thus desert me." Magnus
fought with great valour, but while defending himself against

numbers, he was transfixed by the thrust of a javelin through

both thighs, above the knees, but drawing out the weapon with

his own hands, he broke it between his feet, exclaiming, " Thus
we young warriors can break these twigs ; fight on bravely, my
men, and fear no danger for me." Soon after, however, the

dauntless king received a powerful stroke of a battle-axe on the

neck, and fell. On the death of Magnus, the remnant of the Nor-
wegians fled to their ships, but Vidkunner, the son of Jolin, killed

the man who had given the mortal blow to Magnus, after he had
himself received three severe wounds, but he succeeded in carrying

off to the ships the king's sword and the royal standard. An
immense number of the Nortlmien, together with their king, were

slain, and also several larls, as Swerker, Eyvinder, Ulfr, Dago,

and other chiefs, and the remnant fled to their ships along with

Sigurd, son of Magnus, earl of Orkneys. King Magnus, who was
then about the 40th year of his age, is represented as having been

a man of great strength, fine form, and handsome features, and his

dress and appearance are described as follows, in the Saga of

Snorro :—King Magnus had his head covered with a helmet, and

carried on his arm a red shield, on which was impressed the image

of a golden lion ; he wore in his belt a sword of surpassing sharp-

ness, the name of which was Legbitir, signifying the Limb-cutter

;

the hilt was of ivory, and the handle ornamented with gold, in a

twisted form ; in his hand he held a javelin, and over his coat of

mail he wore a short silken cloak, of a scarlet colour, in which

was interwoven the image of a lion, worked in yellow silk, and all

acknowledged that whether viewed at back or front, none could

be seen superior to him in strength of body, dignity, and beauty.

In A. D. 1103, the Danes of Dublin were defeated with great

slaughter, and Torstan, the son of Eric, Paul, the son of Amand,
and many other chiefs were slain. In A.D. 1115, Donal O'Brien

and the Danes of Dublin gained a great victory over the Lage-

nians, in which Donogh O'Maolnambo, prince of Hy Kinsellagh,

and Conor O'Conor, prince of OfFaly, with many others, were slain.

In A. D. 1118, Torlogh O'Conor, king of Connaught, led his

forces to Dublin, and having defeated the Danes, carried off all

the hostages they had in their hands, and also Donal O'Melagh-

lin, son of the king of Tara; and O'Conor then became king over

the Danes of Dublin, for about seven years, as successor to Donal

O'Brien. In A. D. 1126, Torlogh O'Conor, king of Connaught,

marched with his forces to Dublin, and having reduced the Danes

and Lagenians to subjection, he appointed his son Conor king of

Dublin, but Conor O'Conor was expelled in a year or two after

from Dublin. At this time Torlogh O'Conor was king of Con-
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mac Oge, son of Cormac, son of Teige Mac
Carthy, and his mother Judith, the daughter of

Pierce-na-Buile, the son of James, son of Ed-

naught, and afterwards became monarch of Ireland, but it appears

he was able to exercise only a limited authority over the Danes
of Dublin, who had at the same time their own lords, and several

of the Norwegian earls of the Orkneys, the Hebrides, and Isle of

Mann, became Danish kings of Dublin. In A. D. 1124, according

to the Annals of Ulster, Thorfinn, son of Tborkil, king of the

Danes of Dublin, died in the prime of life, of a sudden disease; he

appears to have been one of the earls of Orkneys. In A. D. 1127,

the Danes of Dublin carried off the shrine of St. Columkille, but

restored it to its own church in a month afterwards. In A. D.
1 130, the precious relics and valuable articles of Clonmacnois were
found with the Danes of Limerick, after they had been carried off

by a Dane named Giolla Comghain, who was hanged by O'Brien,

king of Munster.

Battle o/FcnHOr,i5-c.—In A.D.I 133, DonoghO'Carroll, prince

of Oirgiall, with a great force of the men of Louth and Farney,

marched into Fingali, and defeated the Danes with great slaughter

at Flonniilibnir, and amongst the slaui were Reginald, the son of

Paul, and many other chiefs. This battle was fought at Fennor,

in Meath, near the Boyne, about a mile or two south of Slane.

In A. D. 1133, Conor O'JIelaghlin, son of the king of Meath, was
slain in battle by Donogh Mae GioUamocholmoge, heir presump-
tive to the kingdom of Leinster, and the Danes of Dublin, but

GioUamocholmoge was slain in a month after by the men of Meath,
and they burned the stone church of Lusk, full of people and
valuable articles, to be revenged on the Fingallians for the death

of O'Melaghlin; and Murrogh O'Melaghlin, king of Meath, to

avenge the loss of his sou, laid waste Fingali and eastern Leinster.

Battles at Dublin.—About A. D. 1135, Murogh Mac Mur-
rogh, king of Leinster, had great contentions with the Danes of

Dublin, over whom he assumed authority, and having exercised

great tyranny on them, and exacted large tributes, they, in re-

venge, accordmg to Camden and others, sent for Godred, king of

Mann and the Islands, to rule over them, and he having arrived

with his fleet, they received him with great joy, and appointed

him king. Mac Murrogh collected his forces, encamped at his

chief town, Cortchelis (probably Carlow), and detached three thou-

sand of his cavalry, under command of his uteruie brother, O'Sib-

len, who was prince of Offaly, to Dublin, against Godred ; they

fought a furious battle, in which the Irish were defeated, and
O'Siblen himself, with a great number of his forces, were slain.

These circumstances are mentioned in the Chronicle of Mann, but

their chronology is not correct, and they confound Mac Murrogh,
king of Leinster, with Murtogh O'Brien, king of Munster. This

Godred was son of Aulaf, and grandson of Godred Crovan, who
had been king of Dublin and of the Isle of Mann, as before men-
tioned. Godred II. did not long remain king of Dublin, but re-

turned to the Isle of Mann ; he was married to Finguala, daughter
of Murtogh MacLoughlin, king of Ulster, and died in llS9,andwas
buried at lona ; his daughter, Afreca, was married to John de
Courcy, earl of Ulster. According to the Chronicles of Hanmer,
Stanihurst, and Grace, the Danes of Dublin afterwards became
apparently reconciled to Mac Murrogh as their king, and having
invited him to a banquet, they treacherously slew him, about
A. D. 1140, and, in contempt, buried his body along with that of

a dog ; his son, Derraod Mac Murrogh, many years after, avenged
his death on the Danes, and in conjunction with his Anglo-Nor-
man allies, under Strongbow, Sec, took from the Danes the city of

Dublin. About this time, according to Hanmer, there was a
famous warrior named Harold, who was brought up amongst the
Danes of Ireland, and was supposed to be a son of Magnus, king of
Norway ; he collected great forces, went to Norway, and the
Norwegians made him their king, but he was soon after slain.

Battle at Waterford.—In A. D. 1137, Dermod Mac Mur-
rogh, king of Leinster, Conor O'Brien, prince of the Dalcassians,

together with the Danes of Dublin and Wexford, brought their

forces by sea, with a fleet of 200 ships, and attacked and took
Waterford, and they carried off the hostages of Donogh Mac Car-

mond Mac Peirce ; but notwithstanding all that,

Cormac, the son of Teige, son of Dermod, suc-

ceeded.

thy, of Desies and Waterford. In the same year, Cormac Mac
Carthy led his forces against O'Brien and the Danes of Limerick.

Battles in Meath, ifc.—In A.D. 1138 the Methians and Lage-
nians, together with the Danes, proceeded to Inismochta, now Inis-

mott, in Meath, on the borders of Louth, at the lake of Ballyhoe,
and great numbers of them having crossed over in their boats, and
some by swimming in the lake, attacked and plundered the island

and its abbey, but the people of the island having sailed in their

boats, attacked them, and slew and drowned great nambers of
them, and expelled the rest from the island. In A. D. 1140 the
Danes of Dublin gained a victory over the Danes of fl'aterford,

and slew the grandson of Tomar. In A.D. 1141, Conor O'Brien,
prince of Thomond, led his forces to Dublin, and the Danes re-

ceived him as their king. In A.D. 1 1 42, Oittir, a lord of the Danes
of the Hebrides, came with great forces to Ireland, and took and
plundered Kells and Dublin. In A. D. 1146 the Danes of Dublin
were defeated with great slaughter by the men of East Meath, and
200 of them were slain, together with Reginald, high steward of
Dublin, the son of Thorkil, and another chief named Humphrey.
This was Reginaldll., Danishkingof Dublin, and he was succeeded
by Oittir, a Danish lord of the Hebrides, who was killed A.D. 1 148
bythesonsof Mac Thorkil. In the same year CeallachO'Kelly, lord

of Bregia, was slain by Flaherty O'Casey, and the Danes of Dublin.
Baffle in Wales.—About A.D. 1147, according to Ware and

Hanmer, from the Welsh Chronicles, Owen Gwynneth, prince of
Wales, and his brother Cadwallader, having come to Ireland, col-

lected a great force of Irish and Danes from Dublui, under Oittir

their king, with a body of Scots called Red Shanks, and they went
to Wales, but a peace having been concluded between the two
brothers, Oittir and the Irish kept Cadwallader prisoner imtil he
would pay the two thousand marks he had promised for their ser-

vices, and in lieu of it compelled him to deliver two thousand head
of cattle; but prince Owen attacked the Danish forces, slew a
great number of them, and recovered the cattle, and the remnant
of the Danes returned to Dublin. Gray, in one of his Odes, gives

a poem from the Welsh on this subject

:

" Owen's praise demands my song,

Owen swift, aud Owen strong
;

Fairest flower of Roderick's stem,

Gwyneth's shield and Britain's gem.
Big with hosts of mighty name.
Squadrons three against him came.
This the force of Erin hiding.

Side by side, as proudly riding,

On her shadow, long and gay,
Lochlin plows the watery way

;

There the Norman sails afar

Catch the winds and join the war:
Black and huge along they sweep,
Burthens of the angry deep.

Dauntless on his native sands

The Dragon-Son of Mona stands

;

In glittering arms and glory drest,

High he rears his ruby crest.

There the thundering strokes begin,

There the press, and there the din
;

Talymalfra's rocky shore

Echoing to the battle's roar.

Where his glowing eye-balls turn,

Thousand banners round him burn

;

Where he points his purple spear,

Hasty, hasty. Rout is there,

Marking with indignant eye.

Fear to stop, and shame to fly.

There Confusion, Terror's child,

Conflict fierce, and Ruin wild.

Agony, that pants for breath.

Despair, and honorable death."
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The bishop of Kerry (James Fitz Maurice,

bishop of Ardfert), died, namely, James the son of

Richard, son of John, and that bishop was a vessel

In A. D. 1149 Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, and the

Danes of Dublin, laid waste Duleek, and slew Dermod.sonof Ma-
nus O'Loghlin, tanist of Aileach, and his body was buried in

Armagh. In the same year Donogh O'CarroU, prince of Oirgiall,

and O'Loghlin, prince of Aileach, marched their forces to Dublin,

and Dermod Mao Murrogh, lung of Leinster, came to their cajup,

and a peace was established between the Danes and Irish. In

A.D. 1150 Torlogh O'Brien, king of Munster, marched with his

forces to Dublin, and the Danes came to his camp, and made their

submission to him
Battle at sea on the Coast of Ulster.—In A.D. 1154, Torlogh

O'Conor, king of Connaught, with a great fleet and powerful

forces, sailed along the coasts of Connaught to Ulster, and laid

waste Tirconnell and Inisowen; but the people of Tirconnell and

Tyrone collected their forces under Murtogh O'Loghlin, prince of

Aileacli, and hired a Danish fleet from Arrann, Cantyre, the He-
brides, and Isle of Mann, under the command of Mac Scelling, their

Admiral, and when they arrived at Inisowen a fierce naval battle

was fought between them, which continued from daylight till

noon, and a great number of the Conacians were slain, together

with their chief commander, Cosnamhach O'Dowd, but a great

victory was ultimately gained over the foreign fleet, and an im-
mense number of their forces were slain, and their ships taken

;

Mac Scelling's teeth were all drawn, as a punishment for his

having lost the battle. In the same year Murtogh O'Loghlin
marched with his forces to Dublin, and the Danes submitted to

him as their king, on which he presented them with 1200 cows, as

a reward for their services.

In A.D. 1156 Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, and the

Danes of Dublm, and Donogh O'Melaghlin, with their united

forces, laid waste Meath, and took away great spoils and preys of

cattle from Ardbraecan, Slane, Tailten, Donoghpatrick, kc. ; and
in the same year a victory was gained in Cuasan, at Lios Luigbidh
in Hy Laoghaire in Meath, against Tiarnan O'Rourke and the men
of Brefney, by Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, assisted

by the Danes of Dublin and the men of Meath, under Donogh
O'Melaghlin, and great numbers ofthe Brefnians and of their chiefs

were slain. In A.D. 1157, Murtogh O'Loghlin, king of Ulster,

marched with his forces to Leinster, to Desmond, and to Tho-
mond, and compelled their kings and princes to give him hostages
and tribute, and having reduced the Dalcassians to subjection, he
attacked Limerick, which was delivered to him by the Danes, and
having expelled Torlogh O'Brien, they accepted O'Loghlin as their

king. In A. D. 1160, Brodar, son of Thorkil, king of the Danes of
Dublin, was slain in battle by Maolcron Mac Giollasechnaill, and
the men of South Bregia. In A.D. 1161 Murtogh O'Loghlin,
king of Ulster, having led his forces through Brefney, and to Lic-
blagh in Westmeath, the Danes of Dublin, and the Lagenians, with
their king, Dermod Mao Murrogh, came to his camp, and made
their submission. In the same year, Donal Cavenagh Mac Mur-
rogh, and the men of Hy Kinsellagh, defeated the Danes of Wex-
ford with great slaughter. In A.D. llO'i, Murtogh O'Loghlin,
king of Ulster, at the head of the Northern Irish, the men of
Meath, and some Conacians, laid waste Fingall, and marched to
Dublin against the Danes, but peace was soon afterwards made be-
tween the Danes and the Irish, and 140 ounces of gold were given
by the Danes to O'Loghlin, and 100 ounces of gold were given to

Roderick O'Conor, king of Connaught, by Dermod O'Melaghlin,
as a tribute for Westmeath.

Buttle in Scotland.—In A.D. 1164, according to Innisfallen,
the Danes of Dublm were slaughtered in great numbers by the
men of Scotland, and Sorley, the son of GioUabrighde, khig of the
Hebrides, and of Cantyre,"together with his son, GioUabrighde,
were slain.

In A. D 1166. Roderick O'Conor, king of Connaught, and mo-
narch of Ireland, marclied with his forces, consisting of the Co-
nacians, the men of Meath and of Teftia, to Dublin, and was re-
ceived there as king, with greater honour and dignity than any

full of wisdom ; his origin was of the Clan Peirce,

viz., the tribe ofRaymond (Raymond le Gros),the

son of William (Fitzgerald), son of Gerald, and

king of Ireland ever had been before ; and he presented the Danes
\\\i\\foiLr thousand oxen, as a reward for their service and sub-

mission to him ; the Danes, on that occasion, proceeded with their

forces, along with king Roderick, as far as Drogheda, where
Donogh O'Carroll and the chiefs of Oirgiall came to his camp,
and gave him hostages. In the same year, Tiarnan O'Rourke,
with the men of Brefney, and Dermod O'Melaghlin, king of Meath,
with the men of Meath, the Danes of Dublin, and some of the La-
genians, marched to Hy Kinsellagh, and they e.xpelled Dermod
Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, beyond the sea, and destroyed

his fortress at Ferns, in revenge of the carrying ofl^ of the wife of

O'Rourke. In A. D. 1107, Roderick O'Conor assembled a great

national convention of the princes, bishops, clergy, and people of

Meath, Ulster, and Connaught, at Athboy, in Meath, which was
attended by thirteen thousand horsemen, and amongst those

Reginald, the son of Reginald, lord of the Danes of Dublin, came
with one thousand horsemen. In A. D. 1160, Dermod O'Melagh-
lin, king of Meath, of Offaly, of Offelan, and of the Danes of

Dublin, was slain by Donal O'Melaghlin, and the men of B.-egia.

English Invasion.—Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster,

in consequence of his abduction of DervorgiUa, daughter of Mur-
togh O'Melaghlin, king of Meath, and wife of Tiarnan O'Rourke,
prince of Brefney, and his having committed various other acts of
violence, was attacked by the forces of king Roderick O'Conor and
of O'Rourke, prince of Brefney, and being defeated, was forced to

fly from Ireland, in A.D. 1166; having gone to England, he
sought the aid of king Henry II., and having obtained some forces,

he returned in A. D. 1107, accordmg to the Four Masters, with an
army of Foreigners from England, and fought some battles in M'ex-
ford and Carlow with the forces of king Roderick O'Conor and
Tiernan O'Rourke, and it is stated that in one of these battles,

Oriftin, or Griflith, son of the king of Wales, one of the most
famous warriors of the British Islands, was slain on the side of

Mac Murrogh. In A. D. 1169, according to the Four Masters, a

fleet of the Flemish, or people of Flanders, came from England to

the assistance of Deru]od Mac Murrogh, and sixty of them were
I covered with coats of mail. Roderick O'Conor and Tiarnan

O'Rourke, aided by the men of Meath and the Danes of Dublin,

had some conflicts in Leinster with Mac Murrogh and his foreign

allies, and they compelled him to give his son as a hostage to

O'Conor. In A. D. 1169, according to some accounts, or 1170,

according to others, Richard de Clare, earl of Pembroke, com-
monly called Strongbow, collected his forces in Wales, and came
to the assistance of Dermod Mac Murrogh, who, in the year 1 170,

gave his daughter Eva in marriage to Strongbow, at Waterford,

with the reversion of the kingdom of Leinster. King Dermod also

obtained the assistance of various other Anglo-Xorman chiefs of

Wales, as Robert Fitzstephen, Maurice Fitzgerald, Myler Fitz-

Henry, Hervey de Montmorency, Maurice Prendergast, David de
Barry, &c., and these, with their forces, amounting to about 500
men, knights, archers, &c., according to Hanmer, landed in three

ships at the Bay of Bannow, or Bag-and-Bun, in the county of

Wexford, in May, 1169. According to the Annals of Inisfallen,

Maurice Fitzgerald had a force of ten Knights, thirty Esquires,

and 1000 Archers, thus amounting in all to 1040 men, which is

more than twice the number stated by Hanmer and others. King
Dermod, who was then at Ferns, joined them with a force of 500
picked men, and these combined troops attacked the town of We.x-
ford, which was bravely defended by the Danish and Irish inha-

bitants for three days, but was at length taken. Dermod having
collected a powerful army, amounting to 3000 men, according to

the account of Maurice Regan, king Demiod's secretary, as given

in Harris's Hibernica, marched, together with his English allies,

against Donal Mac Gillpatrick, prince of Ossory, whose forces he
defeated, after great slaughter on both sides, and Dermod ravaged

various parts of Leinster. In 1170, on the first of May, Ray-
mond le Gros, and other Anglo-Norman leaders, landed at tlie

Rock of Dundonnell, or Dundrone, in Wexford, a few miles from
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that William, the son of Gerald, whom we have

mentioned, was brother of Maurice (Fitzgerald),

who came in the first invasion, from the king of

England into Ireland, to aid Dermod Mac Mur-
rogh, king of Leinster, and from him (William), are

descended most ofthe Geraldines of Clan Maurice

(the Fitz Maurices, earls of Kerry).

O'Keeffe (of Cork, see note on Desmond), i.e..

Art, the son of Donal, son of Art, son of Owen, a

distinguished man, was killed; and his son Ait Oge
was appointed his successor.

The son of Mac Auliffe (of Cork), namely,

Donogh Baun, the son ofMalachy, son of Dermod,

son of Malachy, and his brother's son Teige, the

son of Conor, fell by each other.

John Carrach, the son ofWilliam, son of Theo-

bald Burke, an heir to a property along the river

Suir (in Tipperary), who continued in treason till

this time, came in on protection ; after the death of

the earl ofDesmond, he went in pursuit of prey into

the countryof the Geraldines, and did nothalttillhe

arrived at A dare (in Limerick), where he collected

all the cattle of the town ; the guards of the town

rose out to attack the plunderers ; John with his

small party of horsemen, having turned on the

Waterford, near the river Suir, with a force, it is said, of about
130 Isnights and archers, and being joined by the Anglo-Normans
of Wexford under Hervey de Montmorency, tliey attaclied Water-
ford, which was defended by the Danish and Irish inhabitants,

who were defeated, it is said, chiefly by stratagem of the English,
who bad collected together a great number of cows, which they
drove furiously against the approaching troops, who were dis-

comfited with great loss, and amongst the slain was O'Ryan, lord

of Idrone, in Carlow. Amongst the prisoners were seventy of the
principal citizens of Waterford, whose limbs were first broken by
the English, and their bodies then cast over the rocks into the
sea. In 1170, on the i'ii of August, the eve of St. Bartholomew's
day, Strongbow landed at Waterford with a force of 1500 men,
according to some accounts, but the Annals of Inisfallen say 200
knights, and 2000 archers. These forces consisted of knights,
archers, and cavalry, called men-at-arms, who were all covered
with armour, helmets, coats of mail, &c. These were joined by
the troops of Raymond le Gros, and on the ne.\t day they attacked
and took Waterford, which was then governed by two Danish
chiefs, named Reginald and Smorth, who defended the city with
tlieir Danish forces, aided by the Irish, under Malachy O'Felan,
prince of Desies. The Anglo-Normans were twice repulsed, but
took the city on the iSth of August, and it is stated that 700 of
the Danes and Irish were slain, and amongst the prisoners were
Reginald, the Danish king, and Malachy O'Felan, prince of Desies,
both of whom they condemned to death, but O'Felan's life was
saved through the intercession of Dermod Mac Murrogh, who ac-
cording to previous agreement arrived on that day at Waterford,
and gave his daughter, Eva, in marriage to Strongbow, with the
iidieritance of the kingdom of Leinster, as his successor. In .\.D.
1170, accordi'ng to Inisfallen, Dermod Mac Carthy, king of Des-
mond, on receiving intelligence of the taking of \\'aterford,

marched with his forces, and the chiefs of Desmond, to attack the
English, and they fought a fierce battle at Waterford, in which
great numbers fell on both sides, and amongst tlie slain on the

guards, was struck on the head with a sure aim by
the shot of a ball through his helmet, so that he
was thrown from his horse ; his party, however,

carried off the prey, but left John behind them; he
was afterwards brought to Limerick, where he was
hanged by the commissioners of Limerick.

Mac Teige, of Ormond, (in Tipperary), i. e.

Conor-an-Chuain (of the harbour), the son of

Teige, grandson of Mahon Dunn O'Kennedy,
died ; he was a skilful, comfortable, and domestic

man, without reproach through life ; Philip, the

son of Dermod Ilarofaladh O'Kennedy, was no-

minated the Mac Teige.

The son of Mac Coghlan, i. e. Gerald, the son of

John, son of Art, son of Cormac, an intelligent

young man, was, on his first assumption ofchivalry,

slain by the son of O'Kennedy Fionn, namely, by
MuiTogh, the son of Bryan, son of Donal.

The countess do Roiste (de Roche), namely,

Eveleen, the daughter of Maurice, son of David
de Roche, the wife of the earl of Thomond, i. e.

of Donogh, the son of Conor O'Brien, died in the

summer of this year at Clonroad, and was buried in

the monastery of Ennis.

Onora, the daughter ofDonal, son of Conor, son

side of the Irish were, Cathal O'Donoghoe, lord of Lough Lein,
Artgal O'Riordan, Ivor Mac Cathail, Coillen O'Cullen, Donogh
O'Mahony, and Mac Con O'DriscoU, with many others. It is

further stated that Mac Carthy defeated them in three battles.
On the 18th of October, A. D. 1171, not 1172, as erroneously
stated by several historians, king Henry II. landed at Waterforil
with a fleet of 400 sail, according to Littleton, but only 240 ships
according to others, and a force of 4000 cavalry, or men-at-arms,
and 500 knights ; he was attended by Strongbow, Hugh de Lacy,
afterwards lord of Meath, William Fitz-Adelm de Burgo, ancestor
of the Burkes, lords of Connaught and earls of Mayo and Clan-
rickard, together with several other Anglo-Norman barons.
King Henry having received the submission and homage of Der-
mod Mac Carthy, king of Desmond, Donal O'Brien, king of
Thomond, and other princes of Munster and of Leinster, proceeded
to Dublin ; an account of king Henry's progress in Ireland, and
other matters connected with the English invasion, has been given
at p. 197, in the notes on Ormond and Desies. The following is

the last notice connected with the Danes in Munster:—In A. D.
1174, the forces of Strongbow and Raymond le Gros having plun-
dered many parts of W^aterford and Cork, dispatched the booty
by sea, to Waterford, under the command of Adam de Hereford

;

the Danes of Cork equipped thirty-five vessels, and attacked the
English fleet near Dungarvan, but after a severe engagement they
lost the victory, chiefly through the valour of Philip Welsh, who
boarded the admiral's ship, and killed Gilbert, the son of Tur-
gesius, the Danish commander. In A. D. 1177, khig Henry II.

granted to Robert Fitz-Stephen and Milo de Cogan, for the ser-

vice of sixty knights, to himself and his son John, and their heirs,

the entire kingdom of Cork and Desmond, with the exception of
the city of Cork and the adjoining cantreds, which belonged to

the Ostmen or Danes of that city, which the king resolved to hold
in ills own hands.

Dublin ffilvn by the Anglo-Normans.—In A. D. 1170, Der-
mod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, and his English allies,

3 z



538 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1583.

of Torlogh O'Brien, who had been wife ofO'Conor

Kerrj"^, i.e. of Conor, died, and was buried on Inis

Cathaigh (Iniscatrj', an island in the mouth of the

Shannon, in the county Clare, opposite Kerry).

The people of sir Nicholas Malby, and the sons

ofthe earl of Clanrickard, namely, Ulick and John,

marched with a very great force into lochtar Tire

(the Lower Countiy), and Umhall of O'Malley,

(barony of Bmrishoole, in Mayo), and immense

was the booty they seized on that expedition ; they

burned and completely plundered Cathair-na-Mart

(the Stone fortress of the Oxen, now Westport in

Mayo), on that occasion.

The son of the earl of Clanrickard, i. e. John

Burke, the son of Rickard Saxanach, son of Ulick

of the Heads, son of Rickard, son of Ulick of

Knock Tuagh, was unkindredly slain by his bro-

ther, Uhck Burke, in a nocturnal attack. Alas ! how

woeful it was that a brother should be induced to

kill his brother on account of the partition ofa ter-

ritory, for all are mortal in the hour of this life ; it

was lamentable that Ulick had not pondered in his

mind the saying " Gur bo maolguala gan brathair,"

that is, that a shoulder is bare (unprotected), with-

out a brother, and that a person alone is not a host

;

having resolved to take Dublin, marclied with their combined for-

ces from Waterford, Wexford, and Ferns, according to Giraldus

Cambrensis, through the mountains of Glendalough in Wicklow.
According to the account of Maurice Regan, published in Harris's

Hibernica, their forces were as follows ; Milo de Cogan commanded
the vanguard at the head of 700 men, and Raymond le Gros fol-

lowed next with 800 ; in the rere was earl Strongbow with 3000
men, thus making 4,500 of the Anglo-Normans or English. Der-
mod Mac Murrogh had 1000 Irish of chosen men, and his son,

Donal Cavenagh, had another large body of Irish, more than 1000,
their entire array thus amounting to about 7000 men, well armed
and disciplined. King Roderick O'Conor, with Tiarnan O'Rourke,
prince of Brefney, and Murtogh O'Carroll, prince of Orgiall, led

a powerful army aeainst the Lagenians and their English allies,

and having encamped at Clondalkin, they remained there prepared
for battle for three days, but, according to the Four Masters, an
accidental fire happened in Dublin at the time, and the Danes
who defended the fortress, having deceived the Conacians and
Ulster forces, king Roderick retired without defending the city

or giving battle to the invaders who advanced against Dublin
;

Strongbow and Dermod encamped at some distance, but Milo de
Cogan came close to the walls. Strongbow and Dermod sent
Maurice Regan as a herald to summon the city to surrender,
and to demand 30 hostages. Asculph Mac Thorkil, then the
Danish king of Dublin, prepared his forces to defend the city, but
fearing the issue of a siege, promised to deliver up the city and
the hostages

; in the mean time Laurence 0'Toole,then archbishop
of Dublin, went to the English camp to intercede for the inhabi-
tants with Dermod Mac Murrogh, who was much incensed against
them, the Danes having some years before ignominiously put to
death his father, Murrogh, king of Leinster, and buried his body
in derision, with that of a dog. The time of parley having passed
while they were disputing about the hostages, Milo de Cogan and
Raymond le Gros led their troops suddenly and treacherously
against an undefended point of the walls, and having entered the

to that, however, he paid no regard, but pierced

his body and speared his side, so that he left him

dead on the spot; and it was with difficulty persons

could be found to convey him to Athenry, where

the beloved man was buried. The death of that

man was a source of heartfelt sorrow to the people

of his own country, on account of his distinguished

good sense, personal figure, lineage, hospitality,

nobleness, and good actions.

Mac William Burke, i. e. Richard of the Iron,

the son of David, son of Edmond, son of Ulick, a

man noted for depredations, conflicts, marches,

and valorous deeds, who often forced the dangerous

pass against his enemies, and who was also often

defeated, died ; and Richard, the son of Oliver,

son of John, was appointed his successor.

O'Reilly, i. e. Hugh Conallach, the sonof Maol-

mora, son of John, son of Cathal, a person who
spent his period of goverment without opposition,

and his time without misfortune, and who kept

Brefney without being endangered by the attacks

of his EngUsh and Irish neighbours while he lived,

died, and was buried in the monastery of Cavan
;

and his wife Isibel (Isabella) Barnwell, died, at the

same time along with him. The son of that

city by assault, they massacred great numbers of the inhabitants

in the midst of their fortress. Tliis event took place, according

to Maurice Regan, on the festival of St. Matthew the Apostle,

namely, the 21st of September, A.D. 1170, and Dermod Mac
Murrogh and earl Strongbow having entered Dublin, seized there

great abundance of provisions, of wealth, of gold and silver, and
other valuable articles ; after a few days stay in Dublin, king

Dermod returned to Ferns, wliere he died in the course of the same
year. Milo de Cogan was appointed the first English governor of

Dublin, and Strongbow having proceeded with his forces to Meath
and the borders of Brefney, plundered and burned Clonard, Kells,

Tailten, Slane, Kilskire, and other churches, and carried off many-

captives, and great spoils and preys of cattle to their camp. It

appears that at this period tliere was no co-operation between king

Roderick O'Conor and the Danes of Dublin, hence Roderick retired

with his forces without defending the city. On the taking of Dublin,

the Danish king Asculph Mac 'Thorkil, with many of the wealthy

citizens, fled to their ships in the Liffey, and sailed to the Isle of

Mann and Orkneys with their treasures and valuable effects.

Asculph, determined to attempt the recovery of Dublin, collected

a great force of Danes and Norwegians from the Orkneys, He-
brides, and Isle of Mann, and, about Whitsuntide, A.D. II71,

landed at Dublin with a fleet of 60 ships and 10,000 men, accord-

ing to Regan ; one of their chief commanders was a famous Nor-
wegian warrior of immense strength, and gigantic stature ; he is

called by some John le Dene, and by others John \^'ode, signifying

John the Mad or furious. "The Danish champions are thus de-

scribed by Hanmer from Cambrensis :
—" They were all mighty

men of war, and well appointed after the Danish manner, beuig

harnessed with good Brigandines, Jacks, and coats of mail ; their

shields, bucklers, and targets were round and coloured red, and

bound about with iron, and as they seemed in arms, so were they

no less in mind, iron-strong and mighty." The garrison of Dublin

was commanded by Miles and Richard de Cogan, and they were

assisted by an Irish prince named Giollamocholmoge, who lived
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O'Reilly, namely John Roe, was endeavouring to

assume the government of the country, through

the influence of the English, in opposition to

Edmond, the son of Maolmora, who was the senior

according to the custom of the Irish, and the result

was that the country and lordship were dinded

between the tribe of Maolmora.

The son of O'Conor Sligo, i. e. Cahir, the son of

Teige Oge, son of Teige, son of Hugh, was trea-

cherously slain by a party of the O'Harts.

The son of O'Conor Don, i. e. Torlogh, the son

of Dermod, son of Cai'bry, son of Owen Caoch,

son of Felim Geangcach, died.

Teige Oge, the son of Teige O'Rourke, died in

imprisonment with O'Rom-ke, namely, Bryan, the

son of Bryan, son of Owen.

Oilen-na-dTuath, i. e. Port-an-Oilein (now pro-

bably Inishdooey, or Owey, off the north western

coast of Donegal), was taken by Mac Sweeney of

the Districts i. e. Owen Oge, the son of Owen
Oge, son of Owen, son of Donal, from the sons of

Donal, the son of Donogh, and the sons of Donal

were slain there.

The town of O'Neill, i. e. of Torlogh Luinech,

namely, Srathban (Strabane, county of Tyrone),

was burned by O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh, the son of

Manus ; and he did great damages to O'Neill be-

near Dublin. John le Dene, at the head of his Nomejiians, gave a

furious assault at the east gate, afterwards called JDames-Gate,

from the ancient church of St. Mary les Dames, which was situ-

ated there near the castle. The place was vigorously defended by

Miles de Cogan, and after great numbers were slain on both sides,

de Cogan was repulsed ; in the meantime Richard de Cogan ra-

pidly rushed out at the south gate with his cavalry and charged

the banish forces in the rear, who were defeated with great slaugh-

ter, and then fled to their ships. John the Furious, scorning to

fly, fought with amazing valour, and slew great numtiers with his

own hand; amongst his feats it is recorded by Regan and others,

that with a single blow of his battle-axe he cut off the thigh of an

English horseman, so that the limb fell to the ground on one side,

and the body on the other, but the heroic John at length overcome
by numbers was slain by Miles de Cogan and Walter deRiddlesford.

These events took place in the month of June, A. D. 1171, and it

is stated by Regan and others, that "2000 of the Danish forces were

slain in the attack on Dublin, and but few of the English ; but the

Four Masters state that great numbers were slain on both sides,

and it is probable, therefore, that at least 1000 of the English fell

in the engagement. It appears the Anglo-Normans or English

were superior to the Danish forces in discipline, though not in

valour,and gained their victories chiefly through the strength of their

cavalry who were covered with armour, and called Men-at-Arms,
while the Danes had no horse troops to contend against them.

Asculph attempting to escape to his ships was taken prisoner and
brought back to Dublin, where refusing to pay a ransom for his

life, and uttering some threats of defiance against the English,

with more bravery than prudence as he was in their power, he was
by order of Miles de Cogan hanged and beheaded on the strand m
sight of his own men, on board their ships. Thus fell Asculph

Mac Thorkil, the last Danish king of Dublin, and with him

sides plundering the town, for it was on that oc-

casion O'Coinne (O'Quinn), and the son of Mac
Hugh, together with many others, were slain by

O'Donnell.

Donogh, the son of the Calvach O'Donnell, was

kiUed by the crew of a Scottish fleet.

Bryan, the son of Donogh, son of Cuchonacht,

son of Cuchonacht Maguire, a man who bore a

good name for nobleness and hospitality, died.

Great depredations were committed on Soi'ley

Buighe, the son of Mac Donnell (of Antrim), by

Hugh, the son of Felim Bacach O'Neill, by Mac
Quillan, and the English ; Sorley Buighe, and his

kinsmen, went in pursuit of the preys, and defeated

all those before them, and took the preys from

them ; Hugh, the son of Felim Bacach, was slain

on that occasion, together with one or two compa-

nies of the English, and the rest of them fled

without prey or victory.

Torlogh, the son of Donal O'Brien, and John

Roe, the son of Hugh Conallach, son of Maolmora

O'Reilly (of Cavan), went to England, and were

installed in the degrees of knighthood on one day,

in the summer of this year, in the presence of

queen Elizabeth.

Donogh, the son of O'Boyle, i. e. Torlogh, was

killed by the O'Malleys, at Iniscaoil.

terminated the rule of the Northmen, after they had maintained

their position in Dublin for about 330 years from the time of Tur-
gesius, and their power passed to the Anglo-Normans.

In the course of the year 1171, some time after the capture of

Dublin and the death of Mac Thorkil, king Roderick O'Conor with

Tiaman O'Rourke, prince of Brefney, Murrogh O'Carroll, prince

of Oirgiall, and Mac Dunlevey, prince of Ulidia, collected a great

army to attack and take Dublin from the English ; Roderick was
joined, according to Regan and others, by some of the princes of

Muuster and Leinster, and it is said that their combined forces

amounted to 30,000 men. Roderick encamped at Castleknoek,

and had part of his forces at Finglas ; O'Rourke, O'Carroll, and

Mac Dunlevey, were stationed at Clontarf ; Donal O'Brien, king

of Thomond, encamped at Kilmainham, and Murrogh, prince of

Hy Kinsellagh, with the Lagenians, were located at Dalkey.

Godred,king of the Isle of Mann, was also in alliance with Roderick,

and came to Dublin with his forces and a fleet of 30 ships, which

guarded the harbour; these combined forces besieged Dublin, ac-

cording to some accounts, for two months, and the Four Masters

state, that they fought with the English garrison many engage-

ments for the space of a fortnight. The city was defended by a

strong garrison under earl Strongbow, Raymond le Gros, Maurice

Fitzgerald, Miles and Richard de Cogan, Myler Fitz-Henry, Mau-
rice Prendergast, Robert de Quincy, standard-bearer of Leinster,

Walter de Riddlesford, v>ic. ; and they had also a large force of

Irish allies from Leinster under Donal Cavenagh, son of the late

king Dermod Mac Murrogh, together with two chiefs from Wick-
low named Mac Geley and Auliff O'Carvy. The garrison bemg
hard pressed by the besiegers, and in great want of provisions,

held a council and came to a resolution, according to the advice of

Strongbow, as stated by Regan, of sending the archbishop Laurence

O'Toole to king Roderick's camp with a proposal that if Roderick

3 z 2
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Fearfeadha, the son of Torlogh Melrgeach Mac
Sweeney, died in the town of Mac Sweeney, of

Banagh (in Donegal).

O'Neill, i. e. Torlogh Luineach, was at Strabane

with a great party of the English along with him,

and they were contemplating and threatening to go

to plunder Tirconnell, in retaliation for the burning

of Strabane before that time. "When O'Donnell, i. e.

Hugh, the son of Manus, received intelligence of

that atFair, he quickly collected his forces to oppose

them, and immediately marched to Druim Lighean

(Dromlyn, near LifFord, in Donegal), where he

encamped, in the month of June, precisely. A
troop of O'Neill's cavalry often came to carry on

skirmishes and attacks against O'Donnell's cavalry,

which wei'e promptly resisted by O'Donnell's peo-

ple, so that some fell between them each day. It

happened on a certain occasion that all the select

cavalry forces of O'Neill marched with vigour and

boasting, and with scorn and contempt, against

the Tirconnallians, and did not halt in their career

until they crossed the river Finn, and through

Port-na-dTri-Namhad, and to the vicinity of

O'Donnell's camp. The people ofO'Donnell were

at that time somewhat dismayed, but, however.

raised the siege, Strongbow would consent to hold Leinster in sub-

jection to him, hut Roderick refused tliese terms, and insisted that

the Knglisli should evacuate Dublin, Waterford, ^^exford, and all

the castles and forts held by tliem, and depart from Ireland. Arch-
bishop O'Toole, with great ardour and patriotism, advised and ex-
cited kinp; Roderick and the Irish chiefs to expel the English, and
lie afterwards even joined the Irish forces. Strongbow and liis

chiefs would not consent to tlie conditions proposed by king
Roderick, and resolved to defend Dublin to the last extremity

;

having laid their plans, they prepared for a sudden sally against

the camp of Roderick, and early in the morning led their best

troops, consistingof knights, men-at-arms, and archers, commanded
by Strongbow, Raymond le Gros, Maurice Fitzgerald, Miles and
Richard Cogan, &e., towards Finglas, where part of king Roderick's

forces were encamped, and the rest at Castleknock. The Anglo-
Normans surprised the camp, the Irish being unprepared for any
attack, and king Roderick himself it is said was nearly taken pri-

soner, being at the time preparing to take a bath. After the Irish

were dispersed, the Anglo-Normans plundered the camp, wnere
they found great abundance of provisions, and they returned with
much booty in triumpli to Dublin. The Four Masters give a
different and more probable account of this affair, and state that
king Roderick, witli the cavalry of Brefney and Orgiall, went to

carry oil" and burn the corn of the English, and that while absent
on this expedition, earl Strongbow and his forces surprised and
took the camp of the northern Irish, and slew great numbers of
them. The other Irish chiefs encamped at Kilmainham and Dal-
key, it appears withdrew their forces without figlitmg a blow, but
the Irish kings and chiefs never acted with any cordial unani-
mity or concert, being always influenced by mutual jealousies, and
their councils full of dissension and discord. Besides the Irish
troops were very undisciplined, and though equal to the Danes and
Anglo-Normans in valour, tliey were often defeated, and the in-

vaders appear to have had better disciplined forces, particularly the

they at once prepared to meet those troops, and

they made a charge on them ; a fierce and violent

conflict and onset ensued, which lasted for a long

time, but O'Neill's cavalry were at length put to

flight towards the Finn, across which they had

come, and were closely pressed in the pursuit,

without relaxation, surrounded and circumvented,

so that they were not able to gain the ford, and

were, therefore, obliged to face the river before

them, where they all rushed
; great nimibers of

O'Neill's people were slain and drowned on that

occasion, among whom were O'Gormley, i. e.

Cormac ; Mac Hugh, and Maolmurry, the son of

Dermod, son of Mahon, son of Tuathal O'Clery,

the most prized hostage of O'Neill and of the Ty-

ronians ; for his father, and O'Neill himself, were

born of the same mother, and all O'Neill's wealth

was under his controul, on account of his relation-

ship to him ; and he (O'Neill), would not have

hesitated to give three times the usual amount of

all sorts of wealth for his ransom, if he could

be redeemed ; he was wounded and drowned by
O'Donnell's people, who were greatly rejoiced and

gratified at his having fallen by them.

Anglo-Normans, whose knights, cavalry, and archers, were all

completely armed and covered with armour. Tiie Irish under
king Roderick being thus defeated, his ally Godred retired with

his ships to the Isle of Mann. In A. D. 1171, another attempt

was made to recover Dublin by Tiarnan O'Rourke at the head of

tlie men of Brefney and Orgiall, who fought some conflicts against

the Anglo-Normans under Miles de Cogan, but after great num-
bers had fallen on both sides the Irish were defeated, and Hugh,
son of Tiarnan O'Rourke, tanist of Brefney, O'Quinn, and other

chiefs were slain. In A.D. 1172, Tiarnan O'Rourke, prince of

Brefney, was treacherously slain by the English at a conference

near Athboy, with Hugh de Lacy, lord of Meath, and his head
was cut off and placed over the castle gate of Dublin, and his

body gibbetted with the feet upwards, at the north gate of the

city, according to the annalists, " a most woful spectacle to the

Irish."

Destruction ofmen and property during the Dnnish wars.—In

the preceding articles a full account has been given of the various

Danish invasions and wars, which continued, it appears, from the

latter end of the eighth, to beyond the middle of the twelfth cen-

tury, comprising a period of 377 years, from their first invasion in

A.D. 794, to the taking of Dublin by the Anglo-Normans, and
the death of Asculph Mac Thorkil in A. D. 1171. The Northmen
or Danes and Norwegians were a very warlike and valiant people,

and at the same time vei'y politic and crafty, and though not supe-

rior to the Irish in valour, they appear to have generally over-

matched them in policy. It has been shewn in the preceding

accounts that the Danes and Norwegians held the cities of Dub-
lin, Wexford, Waterlbrd, Limerick, and Cork, and had powerful

fleets at these liarbours, and on the great lakes and bays through-

out Ireland, as Loughs Neagh, Belfast, Strangford, Foyle, Swilly,

and Erne, in Ulster ; Lough Corrib, the Bay of Gahvay, i:c. in

Conuaught ; Lough Ree on tlie Sliannon, in Meatli ; Lough Derg,

I
and tlie bay of Limerick, on the Shannon, in Munsler, and also at
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A. D. 1584.

ERALD, the son

and heir of the earl

of Kildare, died in

England.

Sir Nicholas Mal-

by, governor of the

province of Con-

naught, died in Ath-

lone about Shrove-

tide ; he was a man
learned in languag-

es and in the tongues

ofthe islands ofwes-

tern Europe, a va-

liant and battle-tri-

umphant man, throughout Ireland, Scotland, and

France, in the sendee of his sovereign, and that

the bays of Cork, Waterford, Wexford, Dublin, Drogheda, and

Dundaik. They had also numerous stronar fortresses in the cities

and towns along the sea coasts, and near the great lakes, and is-

suing forth from their ships and strongholds, they repeatedly ra-

vaged the entire country, plundernig, laying waste, and burning

the abbeys, churches, colleges, and towns, carrying away or des-

troying the crops, com, and cattle, committing many massacres on

the monks, clergy, and people, and carrying oft" many thousands

into captivity, dispersing the Bards, Brehons, and learned men,
burning their books, and destroying various works of art, the

entire of Ireland thus presenting, during their time, a continued

scene of rapine and slaughter. The amount of property destroyed

during the devastations of these ruthless robbers, for many centu-

ries, must have been enormous, and the inroads of these tierce and
semi-barbarous invaders reduced the country to a complete state

of anarchy, and retarded all civilization. In the various battles

which have been described, accounts are given of four of the mo-
narchs of Ireland, about twenty of the provincial kings, and a vast

number of princes and chiefs, who were slain ; and also of about

ten of the i)anish kings, and an immense number of their earls and
chiefs, who were killed. In the incessant warfare and sanguinary

contests with the Xorthmen throughout ail parts of the country,

for a period of 377 years, it is probable that in the almost innume-
rable fierce battles, conflicts, and massacres recorded by the histo-

rians, and in many other engagements, the accounts of which are

lost, there fell three hundred tliousand of the invaders, and two
hundred thousand of the Irish, making in all halfa mUlion ofmen
slain in Ireland during the Danish wars.

The Danish Kings of Dublin.— In the preceding articles on the
Danish wars, an account has been given of the various kings and
larls who ruled over the Northmen, or Danes and IVorwesians in

Dublin ; and in the notes, from p. 481 to 487, and also pp. 508, .509,

535, an account has been given of the Danish kings and lords of
Waterford and Limerick. This is the first attempt to give a full

catalogue and accurate chronology of the Danish kings of Dublin.
M^are has given an account of tliem, but it is very imperfect, many
of them being altogether omitted, while it is difficult to distinguish

between the different kings of the same name, there being men-
tioned three or four Aulafs, three or four Sitrics, and several God-
freys, but no distinction made, such as Aulaf I. and II., Sitric I.

and II., and so on. In the present catalogue, partly collected from
Ware, but chiefly from the Annals of the Four Masters, of Ulster,

and of Innisfallen, and also from the ancient histories of Denmark,
and Norway, and from Johnstone's Celto-Scandinavian and Celto-

was a profitable service for him, for he received a
suitable good payment from the queen, viz., the

constableship of the town of Athlone, the govern-
orship of the province of Connaught for seven
years before his death, with Roscommon and Beal-

Atha-na-Sluaigheadh (Ballinasloe, in Galway), in

perpetuity to himself and his heirs, in succession
;

but, however, it was from the sons of the earl of

Clanrickard he first procured BalUnasloe. Cap-
tain Brabazon succeeded in the place of Sir Nicho-
las, until the arrival of Sir Richard Bingham in

Ireland, as high commissioner of the province of

Connaught, in the month of June of the following

summer.

Torlogh, the son of Anthony, son of Malachy
O'Loghlin, (lord of Bun-en, in Clare), was taken

prisoner in the beginning of the month of March
of this year, on Muic-Inis (Hog Island), by Tor-
logh, the son of Donal O'Brien, and he was after-

Normanic Antiquities, and the Chronicle of the Kings of the Isle
of Mann, and of the Norwegian Earls of the Orkney Islands, the
number of Danish kings of Dublin of each name is given, and chro-
nologically arranged, and accounts are also gi\en of the Irish
kings who occasionally ruled over the Northmen in Dublin, as the
Mac Murroghs, kings of Leinster, the O'Briens, kings of Munster,
and the O'Conors, kings of Connaught. The Danish kings ruled
over the city of Dublin, and a considerable part of tliecountry
called Fingall, extending along the sea-coast between Dublin and
Drogheda, as far as Balbriggan, and comprising the greater part
of the baronies of Coolock, Nethercross, and Balrothery, and they
also possessed the places along the coast south of tlie Lifl'ey, in
the county of Dublin, with some parts of Wicklow, and they had
fortresses at Dunleary, Dalkey, Bray, and Delgany ; they also
had a fortress at Clondalkin, and appear to have extended" their
power into Kildare, as far as Athy. The Irish kings frequently
reduced the Danes of Dublin to subjection, and often had oppor-
tunities of altogether expelling them from the country, but it does
not appear they were anxious to do so, but rather permitted them
to reside in Dublin for purposes of commerce, and they often ob-
tained tributes from them, and many of the kings ofMeath and
Leinster formed alliances and intermarriages with the Danish kings
of Dublin; and it may be observed that many of the Irish chiefs,

adopted Danish names, such as Aulaf, Sitric, Ivar, Godfrey, Regi-
nald or Ranall, Lochlin, i:c., as they afterwards took the Eu£lish
names of Henry, William, Edward, Edmond, Richard, Charles,
George, &c. Tlie kings of the Danes or Northmen in Dublm were
mostly Norwegians, and many ofthem werealsokingsover theDanes
and Norwegians of Northumbria, the Isle of Mann, the Hebrides,
and Orkney Islands. As shewn in the notes at p. 467, the North-
men first took possession of Dublin, AD. 836, and Asculph Mac
Thorkil, the last Danish king of Dublin, was slain A.D. 117] ;

thus they ruled over Dublin for 335 years, as appears from the
following chronological catalogue of their kings ;

1. Turgesiiis, a Norwegian, ruled over Dublin about 10 years,
from A.D. 8.36 to 846, when he was slain by Malachy, king of
Meath— (see note p. 467).

2. Aulnfl., a Norwegian prince, became king of Dublin 17
years, from 853 to 870, when lie died at Dublin.

3. Ii-ar I., lord of the Danes of Limerick, and brother ofAulaf
succeeded as king of Dublin for 2 years, and died in 872.

4. Ostin, son of Aulaf, succeeded as king of Dublin for 3
years, and was treacherously slain in 875 by some of his own
people.
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wards put to death by captain Brabazon, at the

follondng summer sessions in Ennis.

The son of Mac Namara of the western part of

5. Godfrey, or Godefrid I., son of Ivar, succeeded for 13

years, and was slain in 888, by the contrivance of his brother

Sitric.

6. Sitric I., son of Ivar and brother of Godfrey, succeeded

4 years, and was slain by the Danish people in 892.

7. Geoffrey Merle, a Danish lord of Dublin in 802, had great

contentions with Sitric, and they divided the city between thens,

Sitric ruling over one half, and Geoffrey over tlie other.

8. Aiihif II., son of Ivar, and brother of Sitric, succeeded

about one year, and was slain in 893, in a battle in Ulster with the

menof Tirconnell.

9. ThorkU, son of Harold Harfager, king of Norway, became

king of the Northmen in Dublin, about 3 years, from 903 to 906,

when he was slain by the Irish (see note p. 481).

10. Aulnf III., called Aulaf the Fair in the Icelandic Saga, a

son or grandson of Harold Harfagcr, king of Norway, became king

of the Northmen in Dublin for two or three years, but was slain in

battle with the Irish about A.D. 909.

11. Reginald I. succeeded as king of Dublin A.D. 910 ; he was

son of Hingvar or Ivar, the Danish king of Northumbria, and this

Ivar was son of Ragnar Lodbrog, the famous king of Denmark, of

whose exploits an account has been given at pp. 460, 40'2, in these

notes.

12. Bnrith, or Siirredo, the son of Oittir, a Norwegian chief

of the Isle of Mann, became, along with Reginald, johit ruler over

the Northmen of Dublin, but in A.D. 913, having contended for

the supremacy, tliey fought a fierce naval battle at the Isle of

Mann, in which the forces of Barredo were totally defeated, and
himself slain. Reginald ruled about 10 years, and died at Dub-
lin, A.D. 921.

13. Sitric II., hrotheT of Reginald, and son of Ivar, Danish

king of Northumbria, succeeded as king over the Northmen of

Dublin, and was at the same time Danish king of Northunjbria.

Sitric was a powerful prince, and was married to a sister of

Athelstan, king of England ; he is called by the Four Masters

Sitric Gale, that is Sitric the Valiant, and he commanded in the

great battle near Dublin, A. D. 917, in which the Irish were de-

feated, and the monarch, Niall Glundubh, was slain. Sitric ruled

over Dublin about 5 years, and died A. D. 926.

14. Godfrey II., son of Sitric II., succeeded as Danish king of

Dublin, and also of Northumbria ; lie ruled over Dublin 6 years,

to his death, A. D. 932, and is called by the annalists " the most
cruel king of the Northmen."

lo. Aulaf IV., sou of Godfrey II. succeeded; he was called

Aulaf tile Red , and Aulaf of Brunanburgh, having fought that great

battle against the Anglo-Saxons, as described in the notes at p.

483; Aulaf was married to a daughter of Constantine, king of

Scotland ; he was a very valiant warrior, and ruled over Dublin

about 11 years, to his death, A.D. 943, and he was some time

Danish king of Northumbria.
16. Blacar, brother of Aulaf IV., succeeded, and having ruled

over Dublin about 3 years, was slain in a great battle with the

Irish, near Dublin. A. D. 946.

17. Godfrey III., son of Sitric, and grandson of Sitric II.,

succeeded 5 years, and was slain in battle with the Irish in 951.

This Godfrey and many of his people were converted to the Chris-

tian faith, and he was the first Christian king of the Danes of

Dublin.

18. yl«?a/ F., brother of Godfrey III., succeeded, and ruled

over the Danes of Dublin 30 years; in A.D. 981, he retired

to the abbey of St. Columkille, at lona, in the Hebrides, where he
soon after died in penitence and pilgrimage. He was a powerful
and valiant prince, and is often mentioned by the Irish writers,

under the name of Aulaf Cunran, and he was called by the
Dauisli writers, Aulaf Quaran ; he was married to Gormflaith,
sister of Maolmora Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, and this

Gormflaith, called by the Danish writers Kormloda, was, after the
death of Aulaf, married to Brian Boru.

Clan-Cuilein (in Clare), namely, Donogh, the son

of Teige, son of Cumeadha, son of Cumara, son of

John, died ; he was a man most dreaded by his

19. Glnniarn, son of Aulaf V., succeeded 7 years, and was
slain, A. D. 988, by one of his own people ; he was called by the

Irish Glun-Iarain, which signifies Iron-knee, probably from his

wearing iron armour on his limbs.

20. Sitric III., brother of Gluniarn, and son of Aulaf V.
and Gormflaith, succeeded as king of Dublin 40 years, to A. D.
1028, when, having set out on a pilgrimage to Rome, he died on
his way. He is called by the Danish writers Sitric of the Silken

Beard, and he was also called Sitric of Clontarf, having com-
manded in that celebrated battle, and conspired with his mother,
Gormflaith, and her brother, Maolmora Mac Murrogh, king of

Leinster, to dethrone Brian Boru, who had been married to Gorm-
flaith after the death of Aulaf.

21. v4i(?o/ F/., son of Sitric III., succeeded as king of Dublin
about 6 years, and having, in the year 1034, set out on a pil-

grimage to Rome, was slain in England.

22. Sitric IV., son of Aulaf VI., succeeded 7 years; in

1038 he founded the Cathedral of Christ Church, in Dublin, and
died A. D. 1042.

23. Aulnf VII., son of Aulaf VI., succeeded about 2 or 3 years

to A. D. 1045.

24. Ivnr II., son of Harold, is mentioned in the Annals at this

tune as king of Dublin.

25. Homeric, called by the Irish writers Eachmarcach, son of

Reginald, was also king of the Danes of Dublin for some years at

this time. The period of Ivar II. and Emeric, was from about

A. D. 1045 to 1060, but they were partly in subjection to the Mac
Murroghs, kings of Leinster.

26. Murroyh Mac Murrogh, son of Dermod Mac Maolnarabo,

king of Leinster, and his father, assumed at this time authority

over the Danes, and were the first Irish hings over the Danes of

Dublin. The Mac Murroghs partly ruled over the Danes of Dub-
lin for about 20 years, and Murrogh Mac Murrogh died at Dublin

in 1070.

27. Godred Crovan, king of the Isle of Mann and the He-
brides, and son of Harold the Black of Iceland, a descendant of

the kings of Norway, in the year 1068 took Dublin, and con-

quered part of Leinster, and he ruled as king of Dublin about 8

years, from 1068 to 1076 ; he chiefly resided in the Isle of Mann,
and died in 1076, at the Island of Ha, in the Hebrides.

28. Donal Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, assumed authority

for a few years over the Danes, and was styled king of Dublin
;

he died in 1075.

29. Murtogh O'Brien, prince of Thomond, son of Torlogh

O'Brien, king of Munster, was appointed by his father king of

Dublin, and he ruled over the Danes for about 10 years, to A. D.
1085.

30. Godfrey Merenagh, who was Godfrey IV., and a relative

of Godred Crovan, kingof Dublin, on the death of Godred in 1076
was appointed by the Danes of Dublin as their king, and he ruled

over them for about 18 years to A. D. 1094, but his authority was
much diminished by Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, and O'Brien,

king of Munster, who assumed power over the Danes, and called

themselves kings of Dublin. In .\. D. 1094, Murtogh O'Brien,

king of Munster, expelled from Dublin Godfrey Merenagh, who
soon after died, and he appointed his own son Donal as king of

Dublui.

31. Donal O'Brien iu\ed as king over Dublin for about 24
years, from 1094 to 1118, when he became a monk and retired to

the monastery of Lismore, where he died A.D. 113S, atavery
advanced age.

32. Torlotjh O' Conor, son of Roderick, king of Connaught, re-

duced the Danes of Dublin to subjection, and ruled over them
nominally as king for 7 years from 1118 to 1125.

33. Conor O'Cmwr.'-—In 1126 Torlogh O'Conor marched to

Dublin and appointed his son Conor as king over the Danes, but

he ruled there only about one year, as the Danes revolted and
deposed him in 1127.



REIGN OF ELIZABETH. 543

enemies in the field of action, of any other of all

the Clan Cuilein.

Roderick Carrach, the son of Maolmurrj', son of

34. Thorfinn, son of Thorkil or Torcal, a Norwojian earl of the

Orkneys, was at this time about 6 years acknowledged as their,

king by the Danes of Dublin, to his death in 1124, but his autho-

rity was to a great extent superseded by the O'Conors, kings of

Connaught.
35. Murrogh Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, about A. D.

1128, assumed the authority of king over the Danes of Dublin,

but having ruled tyrannically, they sent for Godred, king of Mann,
son of .Vulaf, and grandson of Godred Crovan, who in 1134 came
to Dublin with great forces and defeated Mac Murrogh.

3G. Godred II., was only about a year or two king of Dublin,

and i-eturned to the Isle of Mann ; Mac Murrogh again succeeded

but was treacherously slain by the Danes of Dublin about A. D.

1136, after he had ruled over them for about 7 years; he was
father of Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, who brought

over the English.

37. Conor O'Brien, king of Munster, having marched to Dub-
lin In 1141, reduced the Danes to subjection, and ruled as king

over them for about 2 years.

38. Reginald II., son of Thorkil, and brother of Thorfinn, ruled

partly as Danish king of Dublin for 10 years, from A. D. 1136 to

114G, when he was slain in battle by the men of Meath.

39. Oittir, a Danish earl of the Hebrides, became king of Dub-
lin for about 2 years, from 1146 to 1148, when he was slain bythe
sons of Mac Thorkil.

40. Brodur, brother of Reginald II., became Danish king of

Dublin about 10 years, from 1130 to 1160, when he was slain in

battle by the men of South Bregia in Fingal.

41. Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, assumed autho-

rity over the Danes of Dublin at different times, from A. D. 1150

to 1160.

42. Torlogk O'Brien, king of Munster, came to Dublin in

11.50, and the Danes received him as king for about a year or

two.

43. Murtogh O'Loghlin, king of Ulster, marched with his for-

ces to Dublin in 1154, and assumed the authority of king over the

Danes for a few years, and he gave them as a reward for their

services 1200 cows.

44. Roderick O'Conor, king of Connaught and monarch of

Ireland, marched to Dublin in 1166, and was acknowledged as

king by the Danes, and received with greater honours than any of

their kings ever had been before, and for their military services

king Roderick gave them, as a reward, four thousand oxen.

45. Dermod O'Mehighlin, king of Meath, about 1167 became
king of Dublin, and died in 1169, having ruled two years over the

Danes.
46. Ascittph Mac Thorhil, son of Reginald II., nephew of

Brodar, and grandson "of Thorkil, hence called Mac Thorkil, or

Mac Torcal, a descendant of tlie Norwegian earls of Orkneys, was
acknowledged as king of Dublin, by the Danes, for about 10 years,

from .\. D. llfil to 1171, but he was partly in subjection to the

Irish kings above-mentioned. Reginald, another Danish lord,

was in authority in Dublin at this time, and in 1 107 attended with

one thousand horsemen at the great national convention assembled

at Athboy by king Roderick O'Conor. In 11/0, Dublin was
taken by the Anglo-Normans, under Strongbow and Dermod Mac
Murrogii, king of Leinster, and in 1171, Asculph Mac Thorkil, the

last Danish king of Dublin, in attempting to recover the city, was
slain by the Anglo-Normans.

The Danish Bishops.—There were many Danish bishops in the

sees of Dublin, Limerick, Waterford, and Cork, in the eleventh

and twelfth centuries, and it is remarkable that those Danish
bishops all went for consecration to Canterbury, and promised ca-

nonical obedience to thearchbishopsof that see, v\hile all the Irish

bishops were under the jurisdiction of the see of Armagh, and

were consecrated mostly in Ireland, but many also at Rome. The
jurisdiction of the Danish bishops did not extend over each diocese

as at present constituted, but was confined to the cities of Dublin,

Donogh son of Torlogh Mac Sweeny, was put to

death in Cork.

A general peace was proclaimed all over Ireland,

Limerick, Waterford, and Cork, and some small parts of the ad-

joining territory. The following account is taken from Ware's
Bishops by Harris, Lanigan's Ecclesiastical History, D'Alton's

Archbishops of Dublin, kc.

In Dublin, the following were the Danish bishops :

—

Donatus
was the first bishop of the Danes of Dublin, from A. D. 1038, to

his death in 1074, and he, by the aid of Sitric, the Danish king of

Dublin, founded the Cathedral of Christ Church. Patrick, a

Danish bishop, succeeded from 1074 to 1084, when he was
drowned on his passage to England. Donatus O'Haingly, an

Ostman, according to Ware, studied in Ireland, and became a

Benedictine monk of Canterbury ; he was appointed bishop of

Dublin, and sat from 1085 to his death in 1095. The three fore-

mentioned bishops were all consecrated by Lanfranc, archbishop

of Canterbury, and it appears as this bishop O'Haingly was a

Dane, that some of the Danish familesat this time took Irish sur-

names, and many of them prefixed O' and Mac to their names.

Samuel O'Haingly, nephew to Donatus, a native of Ireland, and

a Benedictine monk of the abbey of St. Alban's, in England, was

consecrated by Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, as bishop of

Dublin, over which he presided from 1095 to his death in 1121.

Gregory, who was the first archbishop of Dublin, was an Ostman,
and consecrated at Lambeth, by Ralph, archbishop of Canterbury.

Gregory presided over the see of Dublin forty years, from 1121 to

his death in 1161 ; he was the last Danish bishop of Dublin, and

was succeeded by the celebrated St. Laurence O'Toole.

In Waterford, Mulchus, a Dane, who had been a Benedictine

monk, of Winchester, was consecrated by Anselm, archbishop of

Canterbury, as bishop of Waterford, where he sat from 1096 to

1110, and founded the cathedral church of the Trinity of that

city. Mellm O'Hanmire, Danish bishop of Waterford, died

A. D. 1136. Tostius, an Ostman, was bishop of Waterford in

1152.

In Limerick, Gille, or Gilbert, supposed to be an Ostman, was
bishop of Limerick from .\.D. 1110 to 1140, and was also .Apos-

tolic Legate of Ireland. Patrick succeeded as Danish bishop of

Limerick, and was consecrated by Theobald, archbishop of Can-

terbury. Harold, a Dane, succeeded as bishop of Limerick, and

died in 1151. Torgesius, a Dane, succeeded, and Brictius, ano-

ther Dane, was after him bishop of Limerick; and in 1179, at-

tended the Council of Lateran.

In Cork, Gregory and Reginald, considered to be Danes, were

bishops from about A. D. 1170 to 1190.

Danish Families.—Many families of Danish origin took Irish

surnames, prefixing O and Mac, so that their descent cannot now
be ascertained, and several of their chiefs took Irish Christian

names, particularly that of Patrick, in honour of the patron saint of

Ireland. The Danes and Norwegians being in possession of Dub-
lin, and some other parts of the country, and having maintained

their colonies there for more than 300 years, there is, consequently,

much of the Danish lilood in the counties of Dublin and Meath,

particularly in Fingall, and there are many families of Danish de-

scent mixed by intermarriages with the old Milesian Irish. The

Plunkets, earls of Fingall, and barons of Louth and Dunsany, are

of Danish descent; the name is very numerous and there are still

many respectable families of the Plunketts in the counties of

Dublin, Meath, Louth, Longford, and Cavan. The Palmers,

Sweetmans, Gilberts, Cruises, Dowdalls, and Everards, of Dub-
lin and Meath ; the Dromgooles and Blackers of Louth, and the

Betaghs of Moynalty, in Jleath, all families of note in former

times were of Danish descent ; the Pagans or O'Fagans, formerly

a family of note at Feltrim, in Fingall, are said to have been of

Danish descent, but others consider the O'Fagans were Irish, and

the name is still numerous in Dublin, Meath, and Westmeath.

In Cork, the Coppingers, Goulds, Cialways, Skiddys, and Terrys,

all families of note, and many of them in former times lord mayors

of that city, were of Danish descent. The Harolds, Godfreys,

Stacks, and Trants, families in Limerick and Kerry, are also con-



544 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1584.

and particularly in the two provinces of Munster,

after the beheading of the earl of Desmond, as we

have before stated. It resulted from that procla-

mation, that people from the neighbouring districts

flocked in to reside in Connello, Kerry, and in the

couatj' of Limerick, and there was not a man who
bore arms of the race of Maurice Fitzgerald in Ire-

land, who had been engaged in plunder and insur-

rection, that did not come under the law, except

alone Maurice, the son of John Oge, son of John,

son ofThomas the earl (ofDesmond), and he even

came under peace, on the word of the earl of

Ormond, and having after that separated from his

people, he fled, accompanied by five persons, across

the Shannon of blue streams, northward through

Thomond, and from one territory to another, until

he arrived in the RoutesofMacQuillan (in Antrim),

with Sorley Buighe, the son of Mac Dounell ; from

thence he went to Scotland, and afterwards to

Spain, where he died in the com-se of time.

A new lord justice, namely. Sir John Perrott,

arrived in Ireland on the 21st of June ; and there

sidured to be of Danish origin. It is traditionally stated that
great numbers of the Northmen were red-haired, particularly the
Norwegians, who generally had fair or redish liair, and florid com-
plexions, and to the present time, red-haired persons in Ireland
are considered by the common peo])le to be of Danish origin.

Danlfh Reniainft.—The Northmen erected many fortresses and
strongliolds for their defence in Ireland, one of which of itom,
namely Reginald's Tower, still remains at Waterford, and they are
considered to have constructed many of those circular earthen
ramparts commonly called Forts, or Dniiish Raths, but though
they may have constructed many of those raths, most of them
throughout Ireland were erected by the ancient Irish themselves,
as fortresses and habitations, many centuries before the Danes
came to Ireland. The sepulchral Mounds, commonly called Moatx,
ha\e been attributed to the Danes, but these earth works were
chiefly constructed by the Irish as sepulchres for kings and war-
riors in the Pagan times. Ledwich, and some other antiquarians,

have absurdly attributed the erection of almost all the ancient
stone buildings in Ireland before the English invasion to the Danes,
and amongst other structures they have maintained the absurd
theory that the Danes built the Bound Toteers, and many of the
old stone churches, but instead of building, the Danes more proba-
bly destroyed many of the Towers, and they demolished many
hundreds ofthe churches ; but after their conversion to Christianity
they built a few churches, amongst others Christ Church and St.

Michan's, in Dublin, and some in Waterford, Limerick, and Cork.
Some of the ancient weapons of bronze and iron, bronze pots, and
other culinary utensils, war trumpets, &c. found in bogs, lakes,
and other places, are supposed by some to be Danish remains, but
it is much more probable that they were mostly Irish ; some of
them, no doubt, may have been Danish, but it is very difficult now
tu dcteru)ine whether those remains are Danish or Irish antiqui-
ties. The Danes are traditionally said to have brewed a kind of
strony beer, and to have used the tops of the heath as one of the
ingredients, probably as a substitute for hops.
Danish Coins.—There are to he found in various museums, and

in the cabinets of the curious, numerous coins considered to have
been struck by the Danish kings of Duhlhi, in the tenth and
eleventh centuries, and accounts of them are given in Simon's work
on Irish Coins, by Mr. Lindsay of Cork, and Dr. Aquila Smith of

came along with him Sir John Norris, as president

over the two provinces of Munster, and Sir Richard

Bingham, as governor over the province of Con-

naught. The lord justice did not spend a month
entirely in Dublin when he proceeded to Athlone,

and from thence to Galway, to which town the

nobles of Connaught had come to meet him, and

to welcome and acknowledge him as their governor

and commander from the sovereign. After the

lord justice had remained for some time in Galway

he prepared to go to Limerick and he remained the

first night after leaving Galway in Kilmacduagh
;

on the second night he amved at Cuinche in Clan

Cuilein (Quinu, in the barony of Bunratty county

of Clare) ; the nobles of the county of Clare re-

ceived him there, such of them as had not

gone to him to Galway ; the sheriff of the

county was also there, namely Cruise, and the

sheriff had at that time imprisoned Donogh
Beag, the son of Teige, son of Donogh O'Brien,

the high traitor and ringleader of the despoilers

of the province of Connaught before that time

;

Dublin. Some of those coins are inscribed with the names of

Sitric, Ivar, and Aulaf, Danish kings of Dublin ; they are all of

silver, about the size of a si.vpence, and were silver pennies, and
most of them being marked with a cross, were coined, it appears,

after the Danes were converted to Christianity. There is a collec-

tion of these Danish coins in the Hoyal Irish Academy, and also

in the possession of Dr. Aquila Smith ; Thomas L. Cooke, Esq. of

Parsonstown, in the King's county, has also a large collection of

coins, ancient and modern, of various nations, amongst which are

many coins of the Danish kings of Dublin.

Amongst the notices of the Northmen it may be mentioned, that

in the tenth and eleventh centuries they carried ofi'to Norway and
Denmark a vast number of Irish MSS. and ancient records, many
of which are said to have been preserved in the Royal Library at

Copenhagan.
I'he JOanish Wars are now completed, and the account of them

should be read as an Tntrodiirti^n to this part of the Annals of the

Four Masters, which would he otherwise incomplete until the first

part is published, in the course of some time. As the Danish
wars end where the Anglo-Norman wars commence, therefore the

history of the Anglo-Norman, or English period, may be consi-

dered as a continuation of the Danish period, hence the necessity

that arose of introducing into those annotations an account of the

Danish affairs, for the Anglo-Norman Invasion, and the chain

of events which preceded it, could not be satisfactorily ex-

plained without giving an account of the Danes and Norwegians,
the ancestors of the Normans of France, and of the Anglo-Nor-
mans, who were in fact Danes and Norwegians under a new name,
who conquered England, and make a most remarkable figure in the

history of Ireland. The accounts of the Danish wars have been
accurately collected from the Annals of the Four Masters, of Inis-

fallen, Ulster, &c. and from various other works already quoted
;

and as the history of these important events has never before

been published, it will be found extremely interesting to the

general reader, and the materials will prove of great value to the

historian.

^g" Erratum.—At p. 530, on the Geraldine8,for Hibernicis

read Hibemis, a mistake being made by the printer.
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his ill fate attended him, for he was executed on

a cart (or scaffold), and his bones were dislocated

and smashed in pieces with the back of a weighty

thick large axe, and his body, completely broken

and half dead, was tied with hard tough hempen

ropes, and placed on the top of the C/occas (bel-

fry), ofQuinn (the church ofQuinn), under the

feet of the birds and fowls of the air, in order

that it might be a warning and example to evil

doers to see him in that state. The lord justice

proceeded on the following day to Limerick, and

resolved to spoil and chastise a great number of

gentlemen about Limerick, until dispatches over-

took him informing him that a Scottish fleet had

landed, in the north of Ireland, at the invitation

of Sorley Buighe, the son of Mac Donnell, and

were plundering and devastating the country

about them ; and the cause for which they had

come was, that Sorley Buighe, who was in pos-

session of the Routes, (in Antrim), for thirty

years before that time, received intelligence that

the council _of England laid an injunction and

command on that new lord justice, to confer the

Routes on its own rightful inheritors, and to expel

Sorley to his own paternal stock in Scotland ; and

not that alone, but that he would not suffer any

foreigners to make settlements in Ireland while he

should be in the ser\'ice of the sovereign. As to

the lord justice, he left Limerick with all despatch,

and commanded that all men fit for service, from

the Boj-ne to Bein-e (Bear, in the county of Cork),

should meet him, at the expiration of twenty-four

days from that, at Drogheda. These commandswere

obeyed by the men of Munster, Meath, and Lein-

ster, for they came numerously, and fully equipped,

to that place, and they all marched for Ulster.

When Sorley received intelligence that the forces

of Ireland were marching towards him, he left the

Routes, and carried off with liim his herds of cattle,

his women, and his people, to Gleann-Chon-Cadh-

an (Glenconkene in Deny), and left neither herd-

ing nor watching in the country, or guarding of

any town in the Routes, except alone DunUs
(Dunluce castle) ; and although that was the strong-

hold of the province, it was taken by the lord jus-

tice in two days and nights after he had laid siege

to it, and he put the queen's guards into it.

After the lord justice had been ten days in the

Routes, he left thirteen Banna (bands or compa-

nies) quartered in Ulster against Sorley, and he

himself returned to Dublin, and disbanded the men
of Ireland, and sent them to their homes.

Contentions arose in West Connaught between

the tribe of Owen O'Flaherty and the tribe of

Murrogh, the son of Bryan Nanoinseach O'Fla-

herty, and the cause of that dispute was, that the

tribe of Owen, namely, the O'Flaherty, i. e. Teige,

the son of Teige-Nabuile, son of Murrogh, son of

Owen, and the sons of Donal Anchogaidh (of the

War), the son of the GioUaduv, son of Murrogh,

son of Owen, took the island of Baile-na-Hinnse

(in Galway), from Teige, the son of Murrogh-na-

dTuagh (of the Battle-axes), son of Teige, son of

Murrogh O'Flaherty ; for the tribe of Owen main-

tained that that island was theirs by right, and

that it was by trespass against them that Teige

was keeping and maintaining it, but whoever was

in the right, Teige made an attack on them, after

their taking it, and did not leave the least head of

cattle on the portion of their country that he over-

ran, that he did not slaughter or carry off with

him ; they also did great damage to Teige, though

they were not equal in power. That Teige, the

son of MmTogh, happened one time to go with the

crew of a boat on a nocturnal attack, in the month

of June, in pursuit ofthe tribe of Owen O'Flaherty,

to Aran (the Island of Aran, off the coast of Gal-

way), and Teige overtook them early in the

morning, entu-ely unprepared, and between asleep

and awake, on each side of the very stem of the

ship, and luifiiendly was the appearance he ex-

hibited to them on that shore, and the island was

not worth all the evW that had been done on that

day concerning it, for there was slain there Mur-

rogh, the son of Edmond Oge, son ofEdmond Mac
Hugh, the chief man of Leitir Meallain (Letter-

muUen, an island off the coast of Galway, in the

parish of KiUinan), who had joined the tribe of

Owen O'Flaherty ; there were also slain there the

son of the seneschal of Clan Maurice (in Mayo),

who was along with them on the same plundering

expedition, and the son of O'Flaherty himself, i.e.

of Teige, namely, Murrogh Sallach ; a great num-

ber of the people of the tribe of Owen O'Flaherty

were also slain, besides those chiefs ; and they

continued after that manner fighting with each

other until peace was established between them

by the Enghsh, in the follo^ving harvest, and the

4 a



546 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1585.

island was given to the tribe of Owen O'Flaherty.

Murtogh Garv, the son of Bryan, son of Teige

O'Brien, died in the first month of han'est, at

Craig Corcrain ; he was a sensible unassuming

young man, who got no reproach, blemish, insult,

or abuse, from his birth till his death, and was

buried in the monasteiy of Ennis.

The Cosnamhach, son of Perigrine, son of Der-

mod, son of Teige Cam O'Clery, a man of respect

and affluence, kept an excellent house of hos-

pitality for some time in Thomond, and also for

some time in Tirconnell, until he died iit Fuai'chos-

ach in Tirconnell, in the Lent of this year, and was

buried, under the protection of God and St. Ber-

nard, with the monks, in the monastery of Easroe

(the Cistercian monastery of Ballyshannon, in

Donegal.)

A.D. 1585,

The earl of Kildare, namely, Gerald, the son of

Gerald, son of Gerald, son of Thomas, son ofJohn
Cam, died in England ; that earl had been five

years under an arrest, kept from his patrimonial

estate, until he died at that time ; Henry his son

was nominated his successor by the English coun-

cil, and was permitted to return to his patrimonial

inheritance.

Mac Wilham Burke,' i. e, Richard, the son of

A. D. 1585.
1. Mac WiUiavi Burie and Grace O'Mallet/.—As explained

at p. 132, In tlie note on South Connaught, the great Anglo-Nor-
man families of de Burgo or Burke, sometimes written Bourkc,
and by others de Burgh, were descended from William Fitz-Adelm
de Burgo, who came to Ireland in the time of Strongbow. They
were descended from a half brother of William the Conqueror, anil
were earls of Cornwall and earls of Kent in England. The de-
scendants of William Fitz-Adelm got extensive possessions in Ire-
land, and became lords of Connaught and earls of Ulster. In the
14th century, according to Lodge's Peerage on the earls of Clan-
rickard and Mayo, the Burkes of Connaught became divided into
two great branches, one in Galway and the other in Mayo ; the
head of the Galway branch was called Mac William Eighter, and
was ancestor of the earls of Clanrickard, and the head of the Mayo
branch was called Mac William Oughter, and was ancestor of the
earls of Mayo, but it appears Lodge translated the Irish word
Uachtar, which signifies Upper, into Eighter, and the word loch-
<ar, which signifies Lower, into Oughter. They adopted the Irish
language, laws, manners, and customs, and hence they took the
surname Mac William from their ancestor William de Burgo, and
several of them were styled the Lords Mac William, under the
laws of Tanistry. Some branches of the Burkes of Connaught
took the surnames Mac Philbin or Mac Philips, others that of
Mac Hugo, Mac Hoberd, Mac David, Mac Gibbon, and Mac
Seomm or Jennings. Many chiefs, lords, and earls of the Burkes
ot Connaught are mentioned in the course of these Annals, and
they make a remarkable figure in Irish history. The ancient
titles ot the Burkes were lords of Connaught, and earls of Ulster,

Ohver, son of John, died, and none was appointed

in his place but the blind abbot, who considered

himself his successor, despite of the English.

Gormley, the daughter of O'Rourke, namely, the

daughter of Bryan Ballach, son of Owen, son of

Tiarnan, son of Teige O'Rourke, a woman who was
connected with her equals as husbands ; a prospe-

rous, kind hearted woman, who did not incur the

provocation or expression of reproof by eccle-

siastics or professional men, nor any other reproach

regarding her hospitality or her soul, died.

Bryan, the son of Teige, son of Bryan, son of

Owen O'Rourke, marched with a force into Dartry

of Mac Clancy (in Leitrim), in the very beginning

of the month of January, and he sent forth scour-

ing parties into the fastnesses of Dartry, to collect

preys ; and they procured immense booty. Mac
Clancy, with a poweiful force of Scots and Irish,

overtook him, and Bryan continued a defensive

retreat, during which skirmishing conflicts were

carried on between them until they came in col-

lision with each other at Beanna-Bo, in Brefney

(Benbo mountain, parish of Drumlease, in Lei-

trim). When the men of Brefney and the people

of O'Rourke heard that Bryan had gone into

Dartry, they collected to meet him in a certain

narrow pass, by which they expected his coming

towards them, and found him slowly advancing.

and they afterwards became earls and marquesses of Clanrickard,
viscounts of Galway, earls and viscounts of Mayo, viscounts of

Clanraorris, in Mayo, barons of Naas in Kildare, barons of Dun-
kellin and of Leitrim in Galway, and barons of Brittas ; brandies
of the Burkes got extensive possessions in Tipperary and Limerick,
and from them the baronies of ClanwiUiam in Tipperary and Li-

merick took their name, and some of them were created barons of

Castleconnell in Limerick. The Burkes formed powerful families

and had extensive possessions, and the name is still very numerous
in Connaught and in Munster, and is to be found in all parts of
Ireland ; they were one of the three greatest of the Anglo-Norman
families in Ireland, these being the Fitzgeralds of Kildare and
Desmond ; the Butlers of Ormond, and the Burkes of Connaught.
The Burke above mentioned in the Annals, was, according to Lodge,
called by the Irish, Risdeard-an-Iarain or liichard of tlie Iron,

and he is also mentioned in the Annals at A. D. 1583, and was sir

Richard Burke, ancestor of the earls of Mayo ; he was a military

commander in Connaught on the side of the English, in tlie reign

of Elizabeth, and a man of note in his time. As mentioned by
Lodge, the lord deputy, sir Henry Sydney, in his despatches on
the state of affairs in Connaught in 1576, says, that Mac William
Oughter came to him, and that he could speak Latin very well,

but not English, and Sydney states, that he ruled over a territory

three times in extentof the lands of the carls of Clanrickard. Mac
William Oughter here mentioned, ruled over a great part of Mayo,
and the earl of Clanrickard possessed a considerable portion of
Galway, or the territory called Clanricliard, which got its name
from Rickard or Richard de Burgo, one of their ancestors, and
comprised, according to Ware and others, the baronies of Clare,
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hea%y laden, and bearing the oppressive attacks of

his enemies ; and although by right his own

followers should aid him, they did not do so, but

rather gave theii- full support to his enemies, and

the vaUant hero being attacked on both sides, the

brave man was met by shouts before and behind

him, and was completely smrounded on all sides,

so that he could not move a step forward or back-

ward. Many were slain around him in that con-

flict, and a company of galloglasses of the Mac
Sheeheys who were along with Bryan on that day

were cut down, and they were the remnant and

residue of the galloglasses of the Geraldines who

were bartering their services from one country to

another after the extermination of the noblemen

by whom they had been hitherto employed, and

their attack would have been irresistible were it

not that they were outnumbered and overpowered

by their opponents. The men of Brefney and the

people of O'Rourke gave quarter to Bryan, on the

Dunkellin, Loughrea, Kiltartan, Athenrj-, and Leitrim, in the

county of Gahvay. Amongst other chiefs who attended along

with Mac William Burlte, Sydney says, " O'Malley came likewise,

who is an original Irishman, strong in galleys and seamen." This

sir Richard Burke was married to Grace O'Malley, daughter of

Owen O'Malley, chief of Umaile, now the baronies of Burrishoole

and Murrisk, in the county of Mayo, over which territory the

O'Malleys were the ancient chiefs and celebrated mariners. Grace

O'Malley, called in Irish Graine-ni-Mhaile, commonly pronounced

Granu Weal, is celebrated in Irish history ; she was first married

to O'Flaherty, chief of West Connaught, and secondly to sir

Richard Burke, by whom she had a son Theobald, who was a com-
mander of note on the side of the English in Connaught, in the

reign of Elizabeth ; he was called sir Theobald Burke, and was
created viscount of Mayo by Charles I. In the Anthologia Hi-

bernica for 1793 and 1794, an accountis given of Grace O'Malley

;

her father, Owen O'Malley, was a noted chief, and had a small

fleet with which he made many expeditions, partly for commer-
cial purposes, but chieily in piracy. Grace in her youth fre-

quently accompanied her father on these expeditions, and after his

death, her brother being a minor, she took upon herself the com-
mand of her galleys, and made with her crews many bold expedi-

tions ; her chief rendezvous was at Clare Island off the coast of

Mayo, where she kept her large vessels moored, and had a>fortress,

but she had her small craft at Carrigahooly castle, which was her

chief residence and stronghold, and there was a hole to be seen in

the ruined walls through which a cable was run from one of her
ships, for the purpose of communicating an alarm to her apartment
on any sudden danger. It is said that her piracies became so fre-

quent that she was proclaimed, and £500 offered as a reward for

her apprehension, and troops were sent from-^jalway to take the

castle of Carrigahooly, but after a siege of more than a fortnight

they were forced to retire, being defeated by the valour of Grace
and her men. Lodge says that Grace O'Malley was a lady much
renowned by the natives of Connaught, who relate many adven-
tures and remarkable actions which she performed on the sea with

great courage and undaunted spirit. These exploits were perform-

ed by Grace before and after her marriage with O'Flaherty, but
after his death and her marriage with sir Richard Burke, she be-

came reconciled to the government, and with her followers assisted

the English forces in Connaught, and for her services it is said that

queen Elizabeth wrote her a letter of invitation to the court, in con-

point of danger, and they carried him offunder

their protection to guard him, and the resolution

they came to on the third day was to kill him in a

treacherous and malicious manner, after he had

been under their clemency and protection, and

O'Rourke was censured for being implicated in

that bad deed.

Edmond Dorcha, the son of Donal, son of Mur-
rogh, son of Roderick More, and Torlogh, the son

of Edmond Oge, son of Edmond, son of Torlogh

Mac Sheehey, were both put to death in Dublin.

A great quantity of rain fell in this year, so that

the greater portion of the corn of Ireland was

destroyed.

Dermod, the son of Donal Mac Congail, (Mac

Connell), died on the 14th of June.

A proclamation for a Parliament was issued to

the men of Ireland, commanding their chiefs to

attend in Dubhn precisely in May, for most of

the men of Ireland were obedient to their sovereign.

sequence of whicli Grace,'with some of her galleys, set sail for Lon-

don about the year 1.575, and she was received at court with great

honours by the queen, who offered to create her a countess, which
honour Grace declined, answering with great spirit and dignity,

that both of them being Princesses they were equal in rank, and

they could, therefore, confer no honours on each other, but Grace

said her majesty might confer any title she pleased on her young
son, a child which was boni on ship-board during her voyage to

England, and it is said the queen knighted the child, who was
called by the Irish TioboUl-na-Lung, signifying Theobald of the

ships, from the circumstance of his being bom on ship-board, and

this sir Theobald Burke was created viscount of Mayo by Charles

I. On her return from England a curious circumstance is men-
tioned to have taken place on lier landing at Howth for some

provisions ; on proceeding to the castle she found the gates closed,

the family being at dinner ; Grace was indignant at this dereliction

of Irish hospitality, and happening to see a little boy, with an at-

tendant, near the sea shore, she enquired whose child it was, and

being answered he was the young heir of Howth, she had him car-

ried off by her men to the ships, and conveyed him to Connaught,

and it is said she would not consent to restore the young heir tillhis

father, lord Howth, had entered into a stipulation that the gates

of his castle should never be closed at dinner time: hence it is said,

that ever since the gates are left open when the family go to

dinner. The abduction of the young heir of St. Lawrence by Grace

O'Malley is said to be represented in one of the paintings at

Howth castle. Grace endowed a monastery on Clare Island off

the coast of Mayo, where she was buried, and it is said some re-

mains of her monument are still to be seen there. Grace O'Mal-

ley has been long famous as an Irish heroine in the traditions of

the people, and her name is still remembered in song ; in various

poetical compositions, both in English and Irish, her name is cele-

brated, and in these songs Ireland is generally personified under

the designation of Granu Weal. Many of these poetical produc-

tions have obtained iireat popular celebrity, and it is stated in the

Anthologia Hibemica, that in the year 1753, during the political

contests in the duke of Dorset's administration in Ireland, a very

popular song was composed, partly in Irish and partly in English,

to the old air of Granu Weal ; and another very popular song to

the same air was composed by the celebrated Jacobite Munster

Bard, Shane Clarach Mac Donnell.

4 A 2
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so that they all came to meet each other in Dublin

at that command. Thither came the chiefs of Tir-

connell and Tyrone, namely, O'Neill (prince of

Tyrone), i. e. Torlogh Luineach, the son of Niall

ConaUach, son of Art, son of Conn, son of Henry,

son of Owen ; and Hugh, the son of Ferdorcha,

son of Conn Bacach, son of Conn, son of Henry,

son of Owen, namely, the young baron O'Neill,

who was nominated earl of Tyrone at that Parli-

ment ; and O'Donnell (prince of Tirconnell), i.e.

Hugh, the son of Manus, son of Hugh Duv, son

of Hugh Roe, son of Niall Garv, son of Torlogh

of the Wine ; Maguire (prince ofFermanagh), i. e.

Cuchonacht, the son of Cuchonacht, son of Cu-
chonacht, son of Bryan, son of Philip, son ofTho-

mas; O'Dogherty (lord of Inisowen, in Donegal),

i. e. John Oge, the son of John, son of Felim, son

of Conor Carrach ; O'Boyle (chief of Boylagh in

Donegal), i. e. Torlogh, the son of Niall, son of

Torlogh Oge, son of Torlogh More ; and O'Gal-

lagher (a chief in Tirhugh in Donegal), i. e. John,

the son of Tuathal, son of John, son of Roderick,

son of Hugh. To this convention went Mac Ma-
hon (prince of Oii'giall, in the counties of Louth
and Monaghan), namely, Rossa, the son of Art,

son ofBryan-na-moicheirghe (ofthe Early Rising),

son of Redmond, son of Glaisne ; O'Kane (lord

of Oireacht-I-Chathain, or O'Kane's country, in

the county of Derry), namely Roderick, the son of

Manus, son of Donogh the Hospitable, son of John,

son of Avney ; Conn, the son of Niall Oge, son of

Niall, son of Conn, son of Hugh Buighe, of the

O'Neills ofClannaboy (O'Neill, lord of Clannaboy,

in the counties of Down and Antrim) ; Mac Gen-
nis (lord of Iveagh, in the county of Down),
namely, Hugh, the son of Donal Oge, son of

Donal Ciar (of the Dark Brown Hair). Thither
went the chiefs of Gairbhthrian (the Rough dis-

tricts), of Connaught, namely, O'Rom-ke (prince

of West Brefney, or the county of Leitrim), i. e.

Bryan, the son of Bryan, son of Owen O'Rourke

;

O'Reilly (prince of East Brefney, or the county of

Cavan), i. e. Sean Ruadh (John Roe, or the Red-
haired), the son of Hugh Conallach, son of Maol-
mora, son of John, son of Cathal ; and also his

father's brother, namely, Edmond, the son of
Maolmora, both of whom were in contention with
each other about the lordship of the countiy ; also

the O'Ferralls, (anciently princes and lords of

Annaly, or the county of Longford), of both sides,

namely, O'Ferrall Baun (the Fair), i. e. William,

the son of Donal, son of Cormac ; O'Ferrall Buidhe
(the Yellow), i. e. Fachtna, the son of Bryan, son

of Roderick, son of Cathal. Thither went the

Siol Murray (the O'Conors of Roscommon), with
the chiefs of their tribes, namely, the son of

O'Conor Don, i. e. Hugh, the son of Dermod, son

of Carbry, son of Owen Caoch, son of Felim
Geangach ; O'Conor Roe, i. e. Teige Oge, the son

of Teige Buighe, son of Cathal Roe; O'Conor
Sligo, i. e. Donal, the son of Teige, son of Cathal

Oge, son of Donal, son of Owen, son of Donal,

son of Murtogh ; the deputy of Mac Dermott, of

Moylurg (prince of Moylurg, or the barony of

Boyle, in Roscommon), namely, Bryan, the son

of Roderick, son of Teige, son of Roderick Oge
(Mac Dermott), for Mac Dermott himself, i. e.

Teige, the son of Owen, was an old man far ad-

vanced in age ; O'Beirne (chief of Hy Briuin of

the Shannon, in the county of Roscommon),
namely, Carbry, the son of Teige, son of Carbry,

son of Malachy. Thither went Teige, the son of

Wilham, son of Teige Duv O'Kelly, (prince of

Hy Maine, in Galway, and Roscommon) ; O'Mad-
den (lord of Siol Anmcha in Galway, now the

barony of Longford, and the parish of Lusmagh,
in King's county), namely, Donal, the son of

John, son of Breasal. Thither went the earl of

Clanrickard (in the county of Galway), namely,

Ulick, (Burke), the son of Rickard, son of Ulick of

the Heads ; and the two sons of the Giolla Duv
O'Shaughnessy (chief of Kinel Aodha and Gort in

the county of Galway), namely, John and Der-

mod. No one of note went thither from the wes-

tern territory of the province of Connaught, except

Murrogh-na-Dtuagh (of the Battle-axes), the son of

Teige, 'son of Murrogh, son of Roderick O'Fla-

herty. Thither went the earl ofThomond, namely,

Donogh, the son of Conor, son of Donogh, son of

Conor, son of Torlogh, son of Teige O'Brien, and

Sir Torlogh, the son of Donal, son of Conor, son

of Torlogh, son of Teige O'Brien, having been

elected a knight of Parliament for the county of

Clare. There went thither Torlogh, the son of

Teige, son of Conor O'Brien, and the lord of the

western part of Clan Cuilein (in the county of

Clare), namely, Mac Namara, i. e. John, the son of

Teige ; and Boetius, the son of Hugh, son ofBoetius
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Mac Clancy, the second knight of Parhament from

thesame county. Thither went theson ofO'Loghlin

of Barren (lord of BuiTen, in the countj' of Clare),

namely, Rossa, the son of Anthony, son of Mala-

chy, son of Roderick, son ofAna ; Mac I-Brien of

Ara (in Tipperary), namely, Murtogh, bishop of

Killaloe, the son of Torlogh, son of Murtogh, son

of Donal, son of Teige ; O'Carroll (anciently

prince of Ely O'Carroll, in Tipperary and King's

county), namel}', the Calvach, son of William

Odhar, son of Ferganainm, son of Maoh'oona, son

of John ; Mac Coghlan (lord of Dealbhna Eathra,

or barony of Garrycastle, in King's county),

namely, John, the son of Art, son of Cormac

;

O'Dwyer of Coill-na-Manach (lord of Kilnama-

nagh, in Tipperarj'), namely, Phihp, the son of

Anthony. Thither went the son of O'Brien of

Cuanagh (lord of the barony of Coonagh, county

of Limerick), namely, Mm-togh, the son of Tor-

logh, son of Miu-togh ; the lord of Carrigogonel

and of Fasaigh Luunnigh (districts adjoinmg

Limerick, in the barony of Pubblebrien), namely,

Bryan Duv, the son of Donogh, son of Mahon,

son of Donogh, son of Biyan Duv O'Brien
;

Conor-na-moinge (of the Long Hair), the son of

William Caoch, son of Dermod O'Mulrian, lord

of Uaithne O'Maoilriain (O'Ryan, lord of the

baronies of Owney and Owneybeg, in Tipperaiy

and Limerick). Some of the chiefs of the race of

Eogan Mor (the Eugenians of Desmond, descen-

ded from Eogan Mor, or Eugene the Great, king

of Munster in the second centm-y), and of their

subordinate chiefs, went to that Parliament,

namely,Mac Carthy More (in ancient times prince

of Desmond, in Cork and Kerry), i. e. Donal, the

son of Donal, son of CormacLadhrach (the Hasty);

Mac Carthy Cairbreach (lord of Carberry, in the

county of Cork), namely, Owen, the son of Donal,

son of Fingin (Florence), son of Donal, son of

Dermod-an-Dunaidh (of the Fortress); and the

sons of his two brothers, namely, Donal, the son

of Cormac-na-Haine, and Fingin, the son of

Donogh. Thither also went the two who were in

contention with each other about the lordship of

Duithche Ealla (the Mac Donoghs, a branch of

the Mac Carthys, who were lords of the barony of

Duhallow, county of Cork), namely, Dermod, the

son of Owen, son of Donogh-an-Bhothair (of the

Road), son of Owen Mac Donogh, and Donogh

son of Cormac Oge, son of Cormac Mac Donogh.
Thither also went OSidlivan Beire ( O'SulUvan, in

ancient times prince of Beara, now the baronies of

Bear and Bantry, in Cork), namely, Owen, the

son of Dermod, son of Donal, son of Donogh, son

of Dermod Balbh (the Stammerer) ; O'Sullivan

More (lord of DunkeiTon, in Kerry), i. e. Owen,
the son of Donal, son of Donal-na-Sgreadaighe

;

O'Mahony of Fuinn lartharach (or the Western
District, in the barony of Iveragh, county of Ken-j),

namely Conor, the son of Conor Finn Oge, (young
Conor the Fair), son of Conor Finn, son of Conor
O'Mahony ; and O'Driscoll More (lord of Balti-

more, in the county of Cork), namely Fingin (Flo-

rence), the son of Conor, son of Fingin, son of

Conor. Thither went Mac Gillpatrick of Ossory

(Fitzpatrick, in ancient times prince of Ossory,

in Kilkenny, and Queen's county, aftenvai'ds

barons and earls of Upper Ossory), namely, Fin-

gin, the son of Bryan, son of Fingin ; Mac Eocha-

gain (Mac Geoghegan, in ancient times prince and

lord of Kinel Fiacha, comprising the barony of

Moycashel, with parts of Rathconrath, and Fer-

tuliagh, in Westmeath), namely, Conla, the son of

Conor, son of Laighne ; O'Mulloy (lord of Fercall,

in King's county), namely, Conall, the son of

Cahir. It is not recorded that any one of note

went to that Parliament of the race of Laoighseach

Leandmore, the son of Conall Kearnach (the

O'Moores, princes of Leix, in the Queen's county,

and partly in Kildare) ; ofthe race of Rossa Failge,

the son of Cahir More, from Hy Failge (the

O'Conors, princes of Offaly in the King's county,

and some adjoining parts of Kildare and Queen's

county) ; nor either of the race of Daire Barrach,

the son of Cahir More, namely, of the O'Cavenaghs

(Mac Murroghs, or O'Cavenaghs, ancient princes

and lords of Leinster, in Wexford and Carlow)
;

O'Byrnes, O'Tooles (of Wicklow and Kildare)

;

O'Dunn, (of the barony ofTinnehinch, in Queen's

county) ; or O'Dempsey (lord of Clanmalire, in

the King's and Queen's counties, and partly in

Kildare), on that occasion. But, however, there

came to that Parhament the senior representative

of the tribe of Raghnall (the Ranelagh branch of

the O'Byrnes of Wicklow), namely, Fiacha Mac
Hugh (O'Byrne), the son of John, son of Donal

Glass of Glenmalure. These nobles all assembled

in Dublin, where they remained for a considerable
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time ; the Parliament, however, not being termi-

nated this year, they afterwards returned to their

homes^.

2. The Irish Parliaments and Peerage.—An account of the

Conventions of Tara, and of the great legislative assemblies held

in other parts of Ireland, constituting the Parliaments of the an-

cient Irish, has been given at p. 297, in the notes on Meath and

Bregia; and at p. 318 an account has also been given of the Irish,

or rather Anglo-Irish, Parliaments of the Pale, which, in early

times, were attended only by the great Anglo-Irish lords of En-

glish descent, as earls, barons, archbishops, bishops, and mitred

abbots, who assembled to make laws and regulations for the English

of the Pale, and such of the Irish in those teritories as were under

the English government ; but the great majority of the Irisli

princes and chiefs did not acknowledge the English authority, and

regulated their own affairs according to the ancient Irish laws of

Brehonism and Tanistry, down to the end of the reign of Elizabeth

;

but in the beginning of the 17th century, in the reign of James 1.,

the'laws ofTanistry were abolished by act of parliament. At an early

period many of the Anglo-Irish lords adopted the Irish laws and

customs, but all those of English descent were prohibited, under

penalties of treason, felony, &c., to use the Irish customs or laws

ofTanistry, by the act called tlie Statute of Kilkenny, passed in

A. D. I3G7, in the reign of Edward III. In Cox's Hihernia An-
glicana, and in the Tracts of sir John Davis, who was attorney

-

general to James I. in Ireland, accounts are given of various great

Councils or Parliaments, convened in Ireland at an early period by
the diff'erent Lords Lieutenant and Deputies, and held in the va-

rious towns of the English Pale, or such places as weve in posses-

sion of the English, as Dublin, Drogbeda, Trim, Kildare, Naas,

Castledermot, Carlow, Kilkenny, Cashel, Limerick, Waterford,

and Wexford. These Parliaments, it appears, were confined to

Meath, Leinster, and Munster, as the English authority was not

sufficiently established in Ulster and Connaught. In A. 0.1172,
king Henry II. held a great Council or Parliament at Lisraore, in

AVaterford, and also convened a Council of bishops and clergy at

Cashel. In the reign of king John some Councils, called Parlia-

ments, were held ; and in 1264, in the reign of king Henry III., a

Parliaraentwas held at Kilkenny. In 129.5, in the reign of Edward I.

John Wogan, lord justice, convened a Parliament at Dublin, which

was attended by 27 of the Anglo-Irish barons, whose names are

given by Cox, as the Fitzgeralds, Burkes, Butlers, Barrys, Roches,

le Peers, Purcells, de Vernons, de Lacys, de Carews, Stauntons,

and Berminghams. In 1302 a great Parliament was lield in Dub-
lin, attended, according to Cox, by I.5G of the barons, bishops,

mitred abbots, &c. In the reign of Edward II., A. D. 1309, a

Parliament was held in Kilkenny, under sir John Wogan, lord jus-

tice, and Cox considers this was the first regular Parliament as-

sembled in Ireland ; and another Parliament was held in 1310 at

Kildare. In 1315, on the invasion of Ireland by the Scots under

Edward Bruce, a great Parliament was convened in Dublin by the

lord justice, sir Edniond Butler, to enact measures for opposing

the progress of Bruce ; and, according to Cox, it was attended

by almost all the nobility of English descent, with the four arch-

bishops, ten bishops, &c. , and likewise by some of the Irish lords,

as O'Neill of Tjrone, O'Donnell of Tirconnell, and O'Hanlon, lord

of Orior, in Armagh. This is the first time any of the Irish chiefs

are mentioned to have attended the Parliaments ; and, according to

lord Mountmorres, in his history of the Irish Parliament, and sir

John Davis, this was the first Parliament regularly assembled in

Ireland. Sir John Davis, in his Tracts, p 306, says that, *' before

the reign of Henry VIII. , no persons w'ere permitted to attend

Parliaments but the English of blood, or English of birth, for tlie

mere Irish, in those days, were never admitted, and the state did

not hold thera fit to be trusted with the counsel of the realm ; and
as for the bishops and archbishops, such as were resident in

the mere Irish counties, and did not acknowledge the king to be
their patron, were never summoned to any Parliament." Sir John
Davis is not quite correct in this statement, for some of the Irish

chiefs occasionally attended tlie Parliaments, as before stated,

though seldom, but in the reigns of Henry VIIL, Mary, and Eliza-

The governor of the province of Connaught (sir

Richard Bingham), with a number of honorable

men, and of the council of Dublin, proceeded into

beth, several of the Irish princes and chiefs having made their

submission to the crown, received peerages, and attended the

Parliaments. Inll316,Co.x says the Irish or Anglo-Irish petitioned

for an annual Parliament, and Davis says, that in the reigns of

Henry VI. and Edward IV. Parliaments were held almost every

year, and sometimes two or three Parliaments were summoned in

the compass of a year, which was such a trouble and charge,

that a special law was made that there should be but one

Parliament held in a year. According to Cox, there were
grand and petty Parliaments held, the former being the regular

Parliaments, where the three estates were assembled, while the latter

were only Councils occasionally called, and attended only by a

few, sucli as the chief officers of the government, &c., but the

grand Parliaments were attended by the lords spiritual and tera-

j)oral, the knights, citizens, and burgesses. In early times it ap-

pears that the representatives, both nobility and commons, sat all

together in one assembly, but either in the reign of Henry VIIL or

Elizabeth, they had two separate houses, the barons and Bishops

sitting in the House of Lords, and the knights, citizens, and bur-

gesses in the House ofCominons, as representatives of counties,

cities and boroughs, or corporations ; there was also a third place

of meeting for the clergy called the House of Convocation ; be-

sides the bishops, the mitred abbots and priors also sat as spiritual

peers ; and the archdeacons, deans, and proctors also attended

Parliament. In the note on the suppression of monasteries, at p.

407, an account has been given of the 24 mitred abbots and priors

who sat as spiritual peers in the Irish Parliament. In 1317, the

lord deputy, Roger Mortimer, assembled a Parliament at Kilmain-

ham, and in the reign of Edward III., various Parliaments were
held at Dublin and Kilkenny, as mentioned by Cox and Davis. In

13G7. in the reign of Edward III., the lord lieutenant, Lionel,

duke of Clarence, held the celebrated Parliament at Kilkenny,

which was attended by almost all the Anglo-Irish barons, earls,

archbishops, bishops, and mitred abbots, and in which were pasBcd

the acts called the Stafiite of Kilkenny, enacting very severe
,

penal laws against tlie Irish and Anglo-Irish, prohibiting all

persons of English descent, under penalties of treason, felony,

imprisonment, forfeiture oflands and goods. Sec, from entering into

intermarriages, fosterage, or other alliances with the native Irish.

The Anglo-Irish were also prohibited from using the laws ofTanis-

try, or Brehonism, or adopting the Irish language, dress, manners,

or customs, or to permit the Irish to pasture their cattle on their

lands, or to promote Irish ecclesiastics to any benefice, or to ap-

point them bishops, or abbots, A:c., or to entertain any Irish min-

strels or Bards. In 1369 sir William de Windsor, lord deputy,

held a Parliament at Kilkenny, and another at Baldoyle, near

Dublin, and at this time, according to Cox, the price of a cow was

about 10 groats, or 3s. id., and the pay ofa soldier was •2d. a day,

whereof he paid a penny for his victuals. In 1394 and 1399, king

Richard II., when in Ireland, held great Councils or Parliaments at

Dublin. In the reigns of Henry IV., V. and VI., Edward IV.. Ri-

chard III., and Henry VII.,many Parliaments were held at Dublin,

Drogheda, Trim, Kildare, Kilkenny, and otiier chief towns and

cities of the English Pale. In A. D. 1494, in the reign of Henry
VII., a great Parliament was held at Drogheda by the lord de-

puty, sir Edward Poyning, in which was passed the Act called

Poyning's Law, which rendered the Irish Parliament completely

subordinate to the Parliament of England, and no Act could be

passed into a law in the Irish Parliaments until first submitted for

assent to the king and council of England. The Irish Parliament

was, to a great extent, independent of the Parliament of England

till the passing of Poyning's Law, which continued in force for a

period of 288 years, namely, to 1782, when the Independence of

the Irish Parliament was obtained by the Irish Volunteers, under

the carl of Charlemont,the duke of Leinster, Grattan, Flood, and

other eminent men, but after a period of eighteen years the Irish

Parliament was extinguished, and became merged in that of Great

Britaininl800, bytheAct of Union. In A.D. 1525, in the reign of
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the province of Connaught, and they in the first

place came to hold a session in the monastery of

Ennis, in the county of Clare, in which they

Henry VIII., a Parliament was convened in Dublin by the lord

depnty, Gerald Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, which is mentioned in

these Annals, and it was attended by the O'Neill, namely, Conn,
and the O'Donnell, namely, Hn[»'h, and many others of the Irish

chiefs. In A. D. 1537, a great Parliament was held at Dublin,

Kilkenny, Limerick, and Cashel, by difl'erent adjournments under

the lord (ieputy, Leonard Grey, in which an Act of Attainder was
passed against the earl of Kildare, and others of the Geraldincs,

and also an Act to abolish the Pope's authority in Ireland, and to

appoint Henry VIII. supreme Head of the Church, to grant to

the king the lands and revenues of the religious houses, and to

suppress tlie abbeys and monasteries. In 1541, a great Parlia-

ment was assembled in Dublin by the lord deputy, sir Anthony
St. Leger, in which the title of King of Ireland was conferred on

Henry VIII., and his successors, the kings of England being until

that time only styled Lords of Ireland ; in this Parliament the

abbeys and all religious houses were suppressed, and their reve-

nues placed at the king's disposal. Tliis Parliament was attended

by almost all the earls, barons, and bishops, of English descent,

and also by many of the Irish chiefs, amongst others Bryan
Mac Gillpatrick, who had been created baron of Upper Ossory,

and took the naiie of Fitzpatrick ; O' Moore, lord of Leix ; O'Ca-
venagh of Carlow ; Donogh O'Brien of Thoraond, and several

others. .Amongst those who attended, the Great O^Rellly is

mentioned in the state papers, in the dispatch of St. Leger, and
he recommends the king " to create O'Reilly viscotint of Cnvan,
because he was a man of great power in his own country ;" it is

not, however, certain if O'Reilly was created a peer, but it is tra-

ditionally said that some of the O'Reillys were barons or

earls of Cavan. Maolmora, or Miles O'Reilly, prince of East

Brefney, or Cavan, was the person who attended this Parliament,

and St. Leger mentions in his dispatch that O'Reilly appeared in

a splendid dress, which had been sent him as a present by his

majesty. Cox mentions a curious circumstance, that the Irish

ciiiefs and lords who attended Perrott's Parliament in 1585, were
obliged to wear robes in the English fashion, but it appears they had
a great aversion to use the English dress, as they esteemed it a

mark of subjection, but the belter to reconcile them to it, the lord

deputy bestowed robes on several of them, amongst others, on

Torlogh Luineach O'Neill, prince of Tyrone, but Cox says, " the

Irish noblemen embraced the dresses like fetters, so that O'Neill

desired the deputy to make his chaplain walk the streets along

with him in Trowsers, for then, said he, the boys will laugh at

hiui as well as at me." In A. D. 1560, in the reign of Elizabeth,

a Parliament was held in Dublin by the lord deputy, the earl of

Sussex, chiefly to promote the Heformation. In A. I). 1569, the

lord deputy, sir Henry Sydney, held a great Parliament in Dublin

for the same purpose, and also to extinguish the name and power
of O'Neill, and confiscate the greater part of Ulster to the crown.

In 1585 was held the great Parliament above mentioned in the

Annals, and in 1613, in the reign of James 1., the lord deputy, sir

Arthur Chichester, convened, in Dublin, one of the greatest Par-
liaments that ever met in Ireland till that time, which was at-

tended by the nobility and men of rank of English descent, and also

by the representatives of many of the great Milesian families. In

the account of Perrott's Parliament, as above in the Annals,

it is to be observed that the passages inserted in parenthesis

are not in the Four Masters, but are all additions to the text,

explanatory of the territories and rank of the various Irish princes

anil chiefs who attended this Parliament, as by these additions the

text is more easily and conveniently explained for the reader than
by a great number of small notes, which would otherwise be ne-

cessary. Full accounts of the titles and territories of all the Irish

princes, lords, and chiefs, have been given in the course of the

topographical annotations appended to these Annals. Perrott's

Parliament was convened, according to Davis, chiefly to pass Acts
of Attainder against the earl of Desmond ; Fitz-Eustace, viscount

|

enacted extraordinary decrees, viz., ten shillings

were decreed for the queen out of every quarter

(120 acres), both of lay and ecclesiastical lands in

of Baltinglass, and their adherents, who had joined in the war
against Elizabeth, and to confiscate their extensive estates. Cox
gives an account of the Acts passed in this Parliament, and amongst
others, he says there was an Act against witchcraft and sorcery.

This Parliament was the greatest that till then had assembled in

Ireland, and Taafl'e remarks that it was the most independent and
respectable that ever met in Ireland since the Conventions of
Tara. According to Cox and Lodge, the following noblemen sat

in the House of Peers, in this Parliament :— Fitzgerald, earl of

Kildare ; Butler, earl of Ormond ; Burke, earl of Clanricard

;

Preston, viscount of Gormanstown ; Barry, viscount of Buttevant,
ancestor of the earls of Barryraore; Roche, viscount of Fermoy

;

Butler, viscount of Mountgarrett ; Butler, baron of Dunboyne
;

Butler, baron of Cahir ; Burke, baron of Castleconnell ; Berming-
ham, baron of Athenry ; de Courcy, baron of Kinsale ; Fitzmaurice,

baron of Li.xnaw, ancestor of the earls of Kerry ; le I'oer, baron of

Curraghmore, in Waterford; St. Lawrence, baron of Ilowth
;

Plunkett, baron of Killeen, ancestor of the earls of Fingall ; Plun-
kett, baron of Dunsany ; Plunkett, baron of Louth ; Fleming,
baron ofSlane; Barnwall, baron of Trimlestown ; and Nugent,
baron of Delvin ; of the Irish, the following—O'Neill, earl of
Tyrone; O'Brien, earlof Thomond ; Mac Carthy,earl of Clancare

;

O'Brien, baron of Inchiquin, and Fitzpatrick, baron of Upper Os^ory.

According to Cox, twenty bishops attended, and the four arch-
bishops, who were the following: John Long, archbishop of .Ar-

magh; Adam Loftus, archbishop of Dublin; Miler Magrath,
arciibishop of Cashel ; and William Lally, or O'Mulally, arch-

bishop of Tuam. The Anglo-Irish representatives of counties and
of 30 cities, and boroughs, were mostly from Meath, Leinster and
Munster ; and the chiefs of the old Irish race who attended were
mostly from Ulster, Connaught, and Munster, but many also from
Meath and Leinster. The members of the great Anglo-Irish fa-

milies of the Pale who attended Perrott's Parliament, as repre-

sentatives for counties, cities, &c., were the Bellews, Barnwalls,

Burnells, Netervilles, Nugents, de Gernons, Taylors, Tyrrells, Fle-

mings, Dowdalls, &c., of Dublin, Meath, and Louth ; the Talbots,

Trants, Whites, Walslies, Sarsfields, Butlers, Brabazons, le Poers,

Sherlocks, &c., in Leinster and Munster; and the Browns, Dil-

lons, Lynches, &c., in Connaught.
The Milesian Peerage.—As above stated, several of the Irish

princes and peers who attended Perrott's Parliament, sat in the

House of Lords, holding the rank of earls and barons, but

most of the Irish chiefs were representatives of counties and
districts, and sat in the House of Commons, holding the rank of

knights. In the old Irish Pentarchy, the monarch or supreme
sovereign was styled Ard-Rlgh, signifying the High-King, and
each of the five provincial kings of Meath, Ulster, Connaught,

Leinster, and Munster, was called High or king. A prince was
also generally designated Rlgh, as holding a rank next to that of

the provincial kings, and some of these princes had in their own
territories all the power and authority of kings. These principa-

lities varied in extent, some containing a territory eiiual to at least

two or three baronies in modem times ; others as large as a county,

and some comprised a territory equal in extent to two or three

counties. The chief of these princes were the O'Neills, kings of

Ulster, and princes of Tir-Eogain, lords of Clannahoy, &c., in the

counties of "Tyrone and Derry, with parts of Donegal, Down, and

Antrim ; the O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnell in Donegal, with

part of Sligo ; the O'Carrolls, princes of Oirgiall, in Louth, Mo-
naghan, and Armagh ; and the Mac JIahons, afterwards princes

of Oirgiall, and lords of Monaghan ; the Mac Dunlevys, princesof

Ulidia in Down and Antrim ; the Maguires, princes of Fermanagh
;

the O'Reillys, princes of East Brefney or Cavan, and the O'Rourkes,
princes of West Brefney or Leitrim. The O'Conors, kings and

princes of Connaught in Roscommon, Galway, and Sligo ; the Mac
Dermotts, marshals of Cmmaugbt, and princesof Moylurg in Ros-
comnion, with parts of Sligo and Mayo, and in modern times styled
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the country, except the liberties, which they them-

selves consented to confer on the gentlemen ofthe

country ; and five shillings to the lord ofThomond
in succession to the queen's rent, out of every

quarter of land profitable and unprofitable, in the

entire countiy, except alone the liberties and

church lands. They took the Triocha Cead Kinel

Fearmaic (barony of Inchiquin), from the lord of

Thomond, which was a rental land with his an-

cestors ever 'till then, and they gave the lordship

of that Triochad Cead (barony) to the baron of

Inchiquin, namely, to Murrogh, the son of Mur-

rogh, son of Dermod O'Brien; they also ordained

and decreed, in like manner, that the rents and

the court of Corcomroe should be given to Tor-

logh, the son of Donal, son of Conor O'Brien, in

succession to his father, to whom that country

had been originally given from the lordship of

princes of Coolavin in Sligo ; Hie O'Kellys, princes of Hy Maine
in Gaiway and Roscommon ; the O'Dowds, princes of Hy Fiachra
in Slijjo and Mayo ; the O'Heynes, princes of Hy Fiachra Aidhne
in Galway. Tlie O'Melagldins, kings of Meath, princes of Tara,

of Bregia, and of Clan Colnian in Meath and Westmeath ; tlic

Mac Geoghegans, princes of Kinel Fiaclia in Westmeath ; tJie

O'Ferralls, princes of Annaly or Longford. Tlie O'Conors, princes

of Offaley in King's and Queen's counties, and Kildare ; the

O'Moores, princes of Leix, in Queen's county and Kildare ; the

O'CarroUs, princes of Ely O'Carroll, in King's county and Tippe-

rary ; the Mac Gillpatricks or Fitzpatricks, princes of Ossory in

Kilkenny and Queen's county. The Mac Murroghs, kings of Lein-

ster, and princes of Hy Kinsellagh in Wexford, Carlow, &c. ; the

O'Tooles, princes of Iraaile in Wicklow and Kildare. The O'Fe-
lans, princes of Desies in VVaterford and Tipperary ; the O'Briens,

kings of Munster, and princes ofTliouiond in Clare, Limerick, and
Tipperary ; the Mac Namavas, princes of Clan Cuilein in Clare,

and marshals of Thomond. The Mac Carthys, kings and princes

of Desmond in Cork and Kerry, and some of their ancestors kings
of Cashel ; the O'Conors, princes of Kerry ; the O'Donoghoes,
princes of Lough Lein, and the O'Sullivans, styled princes of Beirc

or Beara in Cork, and lords of Dunkerron in Kerry. These prin-

ces held a rank equal to the princes, dukes, marquesses, and earls

of England and other countries, and there were several other great
chiefs sometimes styled princes in ancient times, but some of them
should more correctly be called lords. The second class of the
old Irish aristocracy may be designated Lords, the term Tighear-
na, or Tiarna, signifying a Lord. There were in Ireland of these
lords about 200, each possessing a territory equivalent to a barony
or sometimes two baronies, and they held a rank equal to barons.

Tlte third class of the Irish aristocracy were denominated chiefs,

tlie term in Irish being Tuoiseach, and of these chiefs there were
600 or more in Ireland, all heads of clans, and each possessing a
district equal in extent to about a parish or sometimes two parishes
or more, and varying on an average from ten thousand to thirty

thousand acres ; and these chiefs held a rank similar to that of the
principal landed gentryof the country in modem times. All these lords
and chiefs were subordinate and tributary to the princes, as the
princes themselves were subordinate and tributary to the provincial
kings, and the kings subject and tributary to the supreme monarch.
The term Fluith was also sometimes applied to princes, lords, and
chiefs, hut mostly to military commanders and warriors. The
term TanaLste or Tanist was applied to the successor elect of a
prince, lord, or chief, and Sloghdurnhna or Eoydamna, was the
designation of an heir apparent or presumptive to any of the five
provincial kingdoms, or to the monarchy.

Thomond by the earl of Thomond, namely, by
Conor, the son of Donogh O'Brien ; they depri-

ved every chief of a Pobal (a district or clanship),

and every lord of a Triochad Cead (barony)

throughout the country, of their rents and titles

(under the laws of tanistry), except John Mac
Namara, lord of the western part of Clan Cuilein,

who did not put his hand to that composition which
they decreed ; they made the same composition in

the county of Galway, in the county of Roscom-
mon, in the county of Mayo, and in the county of

Sligo.3

O'Conor Don, i. e. Dermod, the sou of Carbry,

son of Owen Caoch, died in Ballintober of St.

Bridget (in Roscommon), at an advanced age, on

the 16th of September, and was interred in the

tomb of his ancestors at Roscommon.

The following are the Milesian princes, lords, and cliiefson whom
peerages have been conferred by the sovereigns of England. The
O'Neills, earls of Tyrone, and barons of Dungannon, and, in modern
times, viscounts and earls O'Neill in Antrim ; the O'Donnells,
earls of Tireonnell ; the Mac Bonnells, earls of Antrim, who were
Scots of Irish descent ; the Maguires, barons of Enniskillen ; the

O'Reillys, viscounts of Cavan (?); the Magenisses, viscounts of

Iveagh, in the county of Down. The O'Haras, barons of Tyrawley
and Kilmaine in Mayo ; the O'Dalys, barons ofDunsandle in Galway

.

The O'Malones, barons of Sunderlin in Westmeath; the O'Sionachs

or Foxes, barons of Kilcoursey in King's county and Westmeath
;

the O'Carrolls, barons of Ely in King's county and Tipperary.

The Mac Murroghs of Carlow, barons of Balian ; the Mac Gill-

patricks or Fitzpatricks, barons of Gonran in Kilkenny, and earls

of Upper Ossory, in the Queen's county ; the O'Dempseys, vis-

counts of Clanmalire, and barons of Philipstown in the King's and
Queen's counties. The O'Briens of Clare and Limerick, earls and
marquesses of Thomond, earls of Inchiquin, viscounts of Clare, &c.

The Mac Carthys of Cork and Kerry, earls of Clancare and Clan-

earthy, and viscounts of Muskerry and Mountcasliel ; the O'Cal-
laghans of Cork and Tipperary, viscounts of Lismore in Waterford

;

the O'Quinns of Clare, barons of Adare, and earls of Dunraven in

Limerick, and the O'Gradys of Clare and Limerick, viscounts of

Guillamore. An account of all the Irish princes, lords, and chiefs,

and the territories possessed hy each, has been given in the topo-

graphical annotations in the course of these Annals, and their ter-

ritories can be all ascertained on reference to the Index and Map
appended to this work.

3. State of Connaught and Thomond in lUSb.—According to

Cox in his Hibernia Anglicana, the lord deputy, sir John Perrott,

issued a commission to sir Richard Bingliam, governor of Con-
naught, and 20 other gentlemen, authorising them to compound
between the Queen and the Subject, and between the Lord and
Tenant, for cess, cuttings, and other uncertain exactions, and to

bring the inhabitants of Connaught and Thomond (county of Clare),

to a composition of paying 10 shillings per annum for every quar-

ter of land containing 120 acres, besides a certain number of soldiers

amongst them on every i?i«?((7 otit or Hosting; tliey proceeded

by inquisition by a jury to find out the number of ploiighlands,

and the county of Mayo was found to contain 1448 quarters of

land, and paid £G00 per annum, and contributed 200 foot and 40
horse at their own charge, when required, and .00 foot and 15 horse

in such manner as the peers and English bishops ought to do, and
this was done by Indenture, whereby tliey voluntarily renounced
the Irish captainships, styles, and titles, and abolished the Irish

Gavelkind and Tanistry, and agreed to hold their lands by Pa-
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SESSION (or As-

sizes), was held by

Sir Richard Bing-

ham, and by the

council of the pro-

vince of Connaught,

at Galway, in the

month of January,

and seventy men and
women were put

to death at that ses-

sion, amongst whom
were Donal, the

son of Murtogh
Garv, son of Bryan,

son of Teige O'Brien, and the son of O'Hara
Buighe, i. e. Bryan, the son of Kian, son of Oilioll,

from Galien of Connaught (Gallen, in Mayo),

together with a number of gentlemen besides.

tent, according to law, and they likewise did so in tliercstof Con-
naugiit. Tile wliole province of Connaufjlit was found to contain

8109 quarters of land, whereof 2339 being exempted, there re-

mained C836 liable to annual rent of £3418,and to contribute 1004
foot, 2'24 horse, to the general Hostings in Connanglit, and 332 font

and 88 liorse at any time for forty days, any whore in Ireland.

Thomond for l-2o9 ploughlands agreed to pay £.5430 10s. per an-
num, and to find '200 foot and 40 horse armed, at all Hostings in

Thomond, and li horse and HO foot at all general Hostings, and
that all Irish titles and tenures should be abolished.

X. The Kingdom of Ulster.—In the articles on Ulster in these

annotations, at pp. 337, 361, 388, 412, 436, the ancient history of

that province has been given from the earliest times to the eighth

century, and in the articles at pp. 4.57, 481, .508, 532, on the Da-
nish wars, the various battles with the Danes in Ulster, as well as

other parts of Ireland, from the 8th to the 12th century, are re-

corded.

The Irish Kings from the Sth century to the Englhh Inva-
sion.—As an account of the Irish monarchs during this period is

intimately connected with the history of Ulster, the following ca-

talogue of them, and a view of the chief events in the diiferent

reigns, will be necessary. The chronology followed is that of

O'Flaherty's Ogygia, which, it is to be observed, sometimes differs

2 or 3 years from that of the Four Masters. The latinised names
of these kings is given from the Ogygia, and from Dr. O'Conor's
Annals of the Four Masters. The monarchs of Ireland during this

period were mostly all of the Hy Niall race, descendants of Niall

of the Nine Hostages, monarch of Ireland in the beginning of the

5th century.

Congal or CongallusII., snrnaraed Cinn Maghair,from a place

80 called in Donegal, was a prince of the Connallian race, or O'Don-
nell branch of the North Hy Niall, and reigned 7 years, from A. D.
704 to 711.

Fergal or Fergalliis, a prince of the Eugenian race, that is, of

the O'Neill or Tyrone branch of the North Hy Niall, succeeded

as monarch, and, after a reign of 11 years, was slain A. D. 722, in

the great battle of .\llen in Kildare, as described at p. 221 in these

notes.

Fogartach, a prince of the race of Clan Colman, or Meath branch

The same governor. Sir Richard (Bingham), laid

siege to Cluan Dubhain (Clan Owen castle in

Clare) ; the person who was in that castle was Ma-
hon, the son of Torlogh, son of Mahon, son of

Torlogh, son of Mahon O'Brien, from whom the

tribe of Mahon are called. A certain number of

the governor's people were left there, who conti-

nued to besiege the castle for three weeks, and on

the 22nd day of the same month, set about ac-

tively and perseveringly to take the castle ; Mahon
was then on the battlements of the castle, hurling

down stones and rocks on the people who were at

the base of it, applying engines and machinery to

it ; and it happened to him, that, being directly

aimed at with the shot of a ball, he was killed on

the spot. After Mahon had been killed, the guards

delivered up the castle, and although they expect-

ed quarter, they did not obtain it ; and the western

part of the castle was pulled down from the top to

the bottom. That exploit exalted the fame and

honour of Sir Richard Bingham, for there was not

of the Hy Niall, called the South Hy Niall, after a reign of I

year, was slain in battle by Cionaoth, son of lorgalach.

Cionaoth, anglicised Kinneth, and latinised Kinethus, a prince

of the South Hy Niall, reigned 3 years
;
his forces were defeated,

and himself slain, by his successor Flahertach, A. D. 727, in a great

battle at Drom Corcain.

Flahertach, a prince of the Tirconnell or O'Donnell branch of

the Hy Niall, after a reign of 7 years, resigned the sceptre in A. D.

734, and retired to the monastery of Armagh, where he died A. D.

760.

Aodh Allan or Ollan, latinised Aldus or Aedus Allanus, and

anglicised Hugh Allan, son of kingFergal of the Tyrone Hy Niall,

succeeded, and after a reign of 9 years was slain A. D. 743, by his

successor Donal, in a great battle fought at Magh Seir, near Kells

in Meath.
Donal 7/7., of the race of Clan Colman, reigned 20 years, and

died A. D. 763, and, according to the Four Masters, was buried in

the monastery of Dermagh, now Durrow in the King's county.

Niall II., surnamed Frasach, which signifies of the Showers,

was so called front some remarkable showers recorded to have

fallen in his reign, some of which it is said resembl-ed blood ; his

name has hence been latinised Niallus Nimhosus, and Niallus

pluviarum. He was one of the sons of king Fergal, and brother

of king Hugh Allan; after a reign of 7 years, Niall of the Show-
ers resigned the crown in A. D. 770, and retired to the monastery

of lona, where he became a monk, and died A.D. 778. Several of

the kings of the race of Hy Niall are recorded to have retired in

these ages to the monastery of lona in the Hebrides, which had

been founded in the 6th century by their countryman and relative

the celebrated St. Columkille, who was of the race of the Conal-

lians, or Tirconnell branch of the Hy Niall. The Irish kings, ac-

cording to Buchanan, were buried at lona, in a sepulchre termed

Tumulus Hegnm Hibernite, or the Tomb of the Kings of Ireland.

Donogh or IJonchadiis,son of king Donal III., of the race of

Clan Colman, succeeded, and reigned 27 years, to his death A. D.

797, in the 64lh year of his age.

Aodh Oirdnidhe, son of king Niall Frasach, succeeded, and
after a reign of 22 years, died A. D. 819. In his reign the North-

men or Danes and Norwegians frequently invaded Ireland, and he

defeated them in many battles.

4b
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on dry land in Ireland a stronger or more impreg-

nable castle than Cluain Dubhain. The governor

afterwards marched against Caslen-na-Caillighe in

Concovnr or Conor, son of king Donogli, of the race of Clan

Colman, succeeded 14 years, and died A. D. 833 ; he also fought

many battles with the Danes.

Nmll III., surnamed CfiUle or Cailne, son of king Hugh Oir-

nidhe, of the Tyrone branch of the Hy Niall, succeeded as monarch

13 years, to his death in A. D. 846 ; he was drowned in the river

Calne or Callan, near Armagh, from which it is said was derived

his surname Cailne. Niall was a valiant prince, and defeated the

Danish forces in many battles.

Maolseachlin or Malnchy I., a prince of the house of Clan Col-

man, king of Meath, grandson of king Donogh, and nephew of

king Concovar, succeeded Niall as monarch, and after a reign of

about 10 years, died A. D. 863, on Tuesday the 30th of November,

and was liuried in the cathedral of Clonmacnois. Malachy was a

valiant prince, he defeated the Northmen in many battles, and put

to death their famous king, Turgesius.

Aodh FinnUath, the son of king Niall Caille, succeeded, and

after a reign of 16 years, according to Ogygia, died on Friday the

12th of December, A. D. 87i). He was married to Malmaria,

daughter of Kinneth Mac Alpin, the celebrated king of Scotland,

by whom he had a son named Niall Glundubh, who was afterwards

monarch of Ireland, and from him the O'Neills, princes of Tyrone,

and kings of Ulster, took their name. Hugh was surnamed Finn-

liath, from the colour of his hair, signifying white or grey-haired
;

he died at Druiminesclain in Crioch Conaille, now Dromiskin in

Louth, where there was in ancient times a great monastery.

Flnnn Sionna,ionofV.m% Malachy of the House of Clan Colman,

succeeded, and after a reign of 37 years, died at Tailtean in Meath,

on Saturday, the 24th of May, A. D. 916, in the 68th year of his

age. Flann is highly praised by the annalists for the beauty of

his person, and great valour ; he fought many battles during his

time with the Danes and with the provincial kings, as recorded

by the liistorians.

JVio// /v., surnamed Glundubh, the son of king Hugh Finn-

liath, of the Eugenian or O'Neill hranch of the Hy Niall, suc-

ceeded, and, after a reign of 3 years, this valiant prince was slain

on Wednesday, the 17th of October, A. D. iJIt), in a great battle

with the Danes near Dublin. From this king Niall the chiefs his

descendants took the name of O'Neill.

Donogh II., the son of king Flann, of the House of Clan Col-

man, succeeded 25 years, to his death, A. D. 944. During the

reign of Donogh many tierce battles were fought with the

Danes.

Cortgnlnch or Congal III., of the Meath Hy Niall, suc-

ceeded 12 years; he was a valiant warrior, and defeated the

Danes in many battles, but was at length slain, A. D. 956, in a

great battle with these invaders, as before recorded in the account

of the Danish Wars.
Donal O'Neill, son of the famous warrior, Murkertach Mac

Neill, and grandsonof king Niall Glundubh, succeeded, and reigned

24 years, to his death, A. D. 980, at Armagh, whither he had re-

tired in penitence. Donal O'Neill was distinguished for his valour,

and during his time fought many battles with the Danes, and against

the provincial kings.

il/a?ae/(?/ //., grandson of king Donagh II., of the House of

Clan Colman, succeeded, and after a reignof 22 years, was deposed

.\. D. 1002, by Brian Boroimhe, king of Munster, who became
monarch of Ireland.

Brian Boroimhe, that is Brian of the Tributes, commonly
called Brian Boru, and latinised Brianus Boromeus, and Boruma.
Brian Boru, king of Munster, of the tribe of the Dalcassians of

Thomond, and race of Heher, was one of the most renowned of the

Irish kings ; after having traversed with his victorious forces all

parts of Ireland, and reduced the provincial kings and princes to

subjection, and compelled them to do him homage, and give him
hostages and tributes, he finally, after various contests, subdued
the monarch, Malachy II., and havingdeposed him in A.D. 1002,

assumed the crown of Ireland, and niarcliing with his victorious

LoughMasg (Hag'sCastle, in Lough Mask, county

of Mayo), which castle was the stronghold of the

province of Connaught; the persons who were

troops to Tara, had himself proclaimed monarch on the Rath of

the ancient kings. When Brian threatened the throne of Mala-
chy, the latter applied for aid to the Eugenians of Ulster, but
their king, Hugh O'Neill of Tyrone, indignant at the exclusion of

his own House, refused to give Malachy any assistance, and thus

replied—" When the race of Eogan were kings of Ireland they

maintained the crown against all competitors; if the Clan Colman
are not able to sustain the sceptre of Tara let them resign." By
the abdication of Malachy, and the accession of Brian, the sceptre

passed from the Heremonians to the race of Heher, after the royal

line of Hy Niall, descended from king Niall of the Hostages, had,

with the exception of two kings of the House of Hy Fiachra,

namely, Dathi and Oilioll, in the 5th century, ruled over Ireland,

to the number of about fifty kings, from the 5th to the 11th cen-

tury, for a period of 600 years. Brian Boru, after a reign of 12

years, was slain at the battle of Clontarf, in A. D. 1014, as de-

scribed at p. 510 in these notes.

Mnlachy II.—On the death of Brian Boru, Malachy II., who
wasthen king of Meath, resumed tlie monarchy, and reigned 8 years

and a few months, making his reign altogether about 30 years; he

fought several battles with the Danes and provincial kings, and
having retired to the abbey on the island of Iniscro, on Lough
.\nnin, now Lough Ennell, near Mullingar, adjoining which was
his palace of Dwt-na-Scifith, or the Fortress of the Shields, he

died in A. D. 1022, on Sunday, the 4th of the Nones of September,

in the 73d year of his age. After the death of Malachy tliere was
no monarch elected for a long time, and according to O'Flaherty

and others, there was an Interregnnin of 70 years, but Ware and

others make it only 20 years ; during this period several of the

provincial kings exercised, to a great extent, the authority of

monarchs, but their rights were disputed, and the kingdom fell

into great disorder and anarchy, there being no legitimate king

generally acknowledged as monarch, and many competitors eon-

tested the crown. Those kings who were not generally acknow-
ledged were designated iJijyAe go Frensabhra, thai h, kings with

opposition, while the acknowledged monarchs were styled Luin-
Riqhe, or Full Kings.

Cucin O'Loehnln.—On the death of Malachy in 1022, the Hy
Niall elected, under the title of Protector, or Regent of the King-

dom, Cuan O'Lochain, the celebrated chief Bard and Antiquary of

Ireland at that time, and a man highly distinguished for his great

abilities and virtues; after having ruled about 2 years, he was slain

.\. D. 1024, in Teffia, or Westmeath. Corcran Cleireiich, or Cor-

cran the Clerick, who was abbot of Inis Caltra, an abbey on that is-

land, in Lough Derg, on the Sliannon, in Clare, and who was styled

Primate of the Irish Anchorites, and the most eminent ecclesiastic

of western Europe, was appointed as co-regent of the kingdom,

along with Cuan O'Lochain; Corcran died A.D. 1040, at the

monastery of Lismore, in Waterford.

Dermod Mac Maolnamho, of the race of the Cahirians, king of

Leinster, was a powerful and warlike prince at this period ; he

was married to Dervorgilla, a daughter of Donogh O'Brien, king

of Munster, and having reduced to subjection the kings of Munster,

Connaught, and Meath, and likewise the Danes of Dublin, he be-

came king of the southern half of Ireland, and was likewise gene-

rally acknowledged as monarch i'or a period of about 30 years,

from A.D. 1042 to 1072, when he was slain in a great battle

fought at Odblia, or Douth, in Meath, between Drogheda and

Slane, as before mentioned under the Danish wars. In the Welsh

Chronicle of Caradoc of Lancarvan, king Dermod is mentioned as

follows—" Dermitium optimum et dignissimum principem qui un-

quam in Hibeniia regnavit,"" Dermod was the bestand worthiest

prince that ever reigned in Ireland,"

The O'Briens, Klnijn of Minister.—On the death of Brian

Boru, his sons, Donogh and'Teige O'Brien, contended for the crown

of Munster, but at length, by the mediation of the clergy, were

reconciled, and agreed to rule conjointly over that province, which

they did till A. D. 1023, when new discords having arisen between
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guarding it at that time were Richard Burke, com-

monly called Deamhan-an-Chorrain, who was the

son ofRickard, son ofRichard, son ofWilliam, son of

them, Teige was slain, and Donogh became sole king of Munster;
he carried on contests with the kings of Leinster, Meath, and
Connaught, and partly reduced them to subjection, and becoming
very powerful, was for some years acknowledged king of Leath
Mogha, or Leinster and Munster. Torlogh O'Hrien, son of the

deceased Teige, and nephew of Donogli, a very valiant prince, be-

ing supported by the kings of Leinster and Connaught, aspired to

the throne of Munster, and after many fierce contests between
himself and his uncle, Donogh was finally victorious, and in A. D.

1003, Donogh abdicated the throne of Munster, after a reign of 49
years, and retired on a pilgrimage to Rome, and took a religious

habit in the monastery of St. Stephen, where be died in a few
years after, in the 8Sth year of his age.

Torlogh O'Brien, grandson of Brian Boru, on the abdication of

his uncle Donogh, as before stated, became king of Munster in

1004, and on the death of Dermod Mac Maolnanibo, in 1072, he was
acknowledged as titular monarch, being then the most powerful of

the provincial kings, and having collected his forces, an<i traversed

various parts of the kingdom, and received homage and hostages

from the kings and princes of Leinster, Meath, and Con-
naught, and likewise from Godfrey, Danish king of Dublin, whom
he defeated, and appointed his son, Murtogh O'Brien, king over the

Danes. Turlogh made incursions into Ulster, hut jhis forces were
defeated by the O'Neills, and that provuice did not acknowledge
his authority. After a reign of 14 years as monarch, and 2'2 years

as king of Munster, Torlogh died at his palace in Kincora, in Clare,

in July, 1080, in the 77th year of his age, and was buried in the
cathedral of Killaloe, according to the Annals of Inisfallen. Torlogh
is celebrated as a wise, just, pious, and valiant prince; a letter ad-
dressed to him by Lanfranc, archbishop of Canterbury, commences
as follows—" Magnifico Regi Hibernise Tordelvacho," " To Tor-
logh the magnificent king of Ireland," and another by Pope Gre-
gory Vll., commences thus—" Gregorius Episcopus servus ser-

vorum Dei, Terdelvaco inclyto Regi Hibernise." " Gregory the
Bishop, servant of the servants of God, to Torlogh the illustrious

King of Ireland."

Murtogh O'Brien.—On the death of Torlogh, the kindom of
Munster was divided among his three sons, Teige, Murtogh, and
Dermod, but Teige the eldest, dying soon after, and Dermod be-
ing banished into Connaught, Murtogh became king of Munster.
He led his forces through Leinster and Meath, and reduced their

kings to subjection, and likewise the Danes, and appointed his son
Donal as king of Dublin and Fingall. Murtogh thus became king
of Leinster, Munster, and Meath, and had frequent and fierce con-
tests for the monarchy with Donal Mac Loghlin, king of Ulster;
he made hostile incursions into Ulster, and Donal Mac Loghlin, in

his turn, joined by the troops of Roderick O'Conor, king of Con-
naught, marched to Munster with powerful forces, defeated the
Momonians, burned Limerick, and likewise the palace of Kincora,
the celebrated seat of the kings of Munster, which, in A. D. 1088,
he demolished to the ground. Murtogh O'Brien soon after laid

waste Leinster and Connaught, and proceeded with a powerful
force to Ulster, but in A. D. 1090, he and Mac Loghlin held a con-
vention on the banks of Lough Neagh, and having amicably ar-
ranged their disputes, it was mutually agreed upon that Murtogh
O'Brien should be king of Leath Mogha, or Leinster and Munster,
and Donal Mac Loghlin king of Leath Cuinn, or Meath, Ulster and
Connaught. These two great rivals soon after renewed their
fierce contests, and in 1094, O'Brien again invaded Leinster and
Meath, defeated the forces of the Methians, and slew their king,
Donal O'Melaghlin. In the year 1099, O'Brien marched into
Ulster with an immense force, and was met near Slieve Fuadh, or
the Fews Mountains, in Armagh, by Mac Loghlin, at the head of
the Ultonians. Both armies being on the point of engaging in fierce

conflict, were fortunately prevented by the archbishops of Armagh
and Cashel, who, with their clergy, interposed between the en-
raged opponents, and succeeded in making peace. In the year
1 100 war recommenced between the kings, and O'Brien having led a

Edmond, son of Rickard Ui Cuairsgi, and Walter,

the son of Edmond, son of Ulick, son of Edmond,
son of Rickard Ui Cuairsgi, who had gone into

powerful force of the men of Munster, Leinster, Meath, and Con-
naught, to Ulster, marched to Easroe,or Ballysbannon, and thence
to Inisowen and DonegaI,in A.D.I 101, and having taken the famous
fortress of Aileach, the ancient residence of the kings of Ulster, he
demolished it to its foundations, in retaliation for the destruction of

Kincora. In A.D.I 103,O'Brien mustered a great army, and marched
against Ulster, but was defeated by Mac Loghlin and the Ultonians

with great slaughter on the plains of Moy Coba in Dalaradia, near

Downpatrick. In this manner these rival kings, during tlieir fierce

contests of more than 20 years, repeatedly ravaged the various

provinces of Ireland. The reign of Murtogh O'Brien is remarkable

for some great regulations made in the church. In A. D. 1001,
Murtogh convened a great assembly of the chiefs, bishops, and
clergy of Munster at Cashel, and solemnly made a donation to the

church in honour of God and St. Patrick, of the city of Cashel,

the ancient seat and patrimony of the kings of Munster, and in

the year llll,agreat national synod, or council of bishops, clergy,

chiefs, &c., was convened by king Murtogb, at Uisneach in West-
meath. After he had reigned over Munster, and a great part of

Ireland for 30 years, he resigned the kingdom of Munster to his

brother Dermod, in 1110, and retired to the monastery of Lismore,
where he died in 1119, at an advanced age, and was buried with
great pomp in the cathedral of Killaloe.

Donal Mac Loghlin.—As already explained in the account of

the race of Hy Niall, a branch of the O'Neills, kings of Ulster,

took the name of Mac Loghlin, the first prince of that name being

Donal, the son of Ardgal, son of Loghlin O'Neill, from whom they
took the surname Mac Loghlin, and some of them also were called

O'Loghlin. This Donal Mac Loghlin, a prince of great abilities

and valour, was head of the North Hy Niall, and had the titles

of prince of Aileach and king of Ulster, and became king of Leath
Cuinn. His contests for the monarchy with Murtogh O'Brien,

king of Munster, have been above related, and, on the death of
O'Brien, he was acknowledged monarch of Ireland ; he retired to

the monastery of Columkille at Derry, where he died on the 9th
of February, A. D. 1 121, in the 73rd year of his age, the 11th of

his reign as king of Ulster, and 7th as monarch of Ireland. He
is extolled by the annalists for his great valour, fine person, wis-
dom, munificence, and charity.

Torlogh O'Conor.—After the death of Donal Mac Loghlin,

there was an interregnum of 15 years, during which there were
several competitors for the crown. On the abdication of Murtogh
O'Brien, in A. D. 1116, as above stated, his brother Dermod be-
came king of Munster, and in A. D. 1120, Conor O'Brien, son of
Dermod, succeeded his father as king of that province, and having
extended his power likewise over Leinster, was styled king of

Leath Mogha. Torlogh, son of Roderick O'Conor, king of Con-
naught, succeeded his brother Donal as king of that province in

A. D. 1106, and being a very warlike, politic, and valiant prince,

extended his power not only over Connaught, but over parts of

Ulster and Meath, and was acknowledged as king of Leath Cuinn.

He had various contests with Dermod O'Brien, and his successor

Conor O'Brien, kings of Munster, and having finally reduced the

kings and princes of Munster, Leinster, Meath, and Ulster, to sub-

jection after long contests and many fierce battles, he was acknow-
ledged as monarch of Ireland in the year 1136. Amongst, the

great battles he fought with the O'Briens, kings of Munster, may
be mentioned that of Moin Mor, near the river Blackwater in

Cork, in which the troops of the Dalcassians of Thomond, under

king Torlogh O'Brien, were totally defeated, and upwards of sece/i

thousand of them slain in A. D. 1151, as described at p. 149 in

the notes to these Annals. The day after that battle Torlogh

O'Conor marched with his victorious forces to Limerick, and Tor-
logh O'Brien submitted, gave him hostages, and did him homage,
and was likewise obliged to pay for his liberty a ransom of 200
ounces of gold, with many precious articles, amongst others the

Horn of Brian Boru. O'Brien retired in exile to Ulster, where he
was honourably received by Murtogh Mac Loghlin, king of that

4 B 2
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that castle to avoid the session, and to protect their

persons. The governor laid siege to the castle,

and sent the crews of four or five boats of the best

province, who in A. D. 1152, collected the forces of Ulster, and

marched into Meath, where they were attaciied hy the troops of

kinf; Torlogh O'Conor, and a fierce battle was fought at Fordruim,

in which O'Conoi-'s forces were defeated with (ireat slaughter, and

many of the Connaught chiefs fell on the field of battle. After

this victory Mac LoghUn restored Torlogh O'Brien to the throne

of Munster. Torlngh O'Conor having reigned king of Connaught

50 years, and 20 years as monarch of Ireland, died at Dunmore in

Gaiway, A. D. 1150, in the G8th year of his age, and was bnried

with great honours and solemnity in the cathedral of St. Kiaran

at Clonmacnois. lie is designated by tlie historians the Augustus

of Western Europe, and highly praised for his valour, wisdom,

munifleence, and piety, and the annalists enumerate various costly

gifts and valuable articles, great quantities of gold and silver,

goblets, chalices, vases, gems. Sec, which he bequeathed to Clon-

macnois and other churches. The reign of Torlogh O'Conor is

remarkable for the great synod or council of the Irish church held

inA. D. 1152, at Kells in Meath, which was attended by the

Pope's Legate, cardinal John Paparo, together with .3000 ecclesi-

astics, bishops, monks, and clergy, at which the four archhishbps'

sees of Ireland were established, and many other regulations made
with respect to the church.

Murtogh Mnc Lnghlin or O'Loghlin, grand-nephew of Donal,

former monarch of Ireland, was then a powerful prince, and car-

ried on contests with king Torlogh O'Conor for the monarchy, and

on the death of Torlogh, was acknowledged as monarch of Ireland

by all the provincial kings except Roderick O'Conor, king of Con-
naught, the son of Torlogh, who carried on contests with Mac
Loghlin, and many battles were fought between them. Murtogh
Mac Loghlin had various contests with Eochy Mac Dunlevey,

prince of Ulidia, and, in the course of their conflicts, Eochy was
taken prisoner, and his eyes were put out by order of Murtogh, in

violation of their treaty of peace, to avenge which outrage Donogh
O'Carroll, prince of Oirgiall, joined by the men of Brefney and

the Ulidians, marched at the head of nine thousand men into Ty-
rone. King Murtogh having in the meantime collected his forces,

both armies met, and in A.D. IIGG, fought a fierce battle at

Litterluin, near Lough Neagh, on the borders of Tyrone, in which

the monarch's forces were defeated, and himself slain, together

with many of his chiefs, and an immense number of common sol-

diers. King Murtogh Mac Loghlin thus fell in the 10th year of

his reign; he was a valiant prince, and is styled by the annalists

the Thunderbolt of War, and the Hector of Western Europe, vic-

tor in every battle he ever fought, but this alone, when, forgetting

his solemn vows, he fell a sacrifice to justice. King Murtogh was
a munificent benefactor to the church, and in his time A. D. 1 157,

was held at Mellifont in Louth, a great synod of bishops, clergy,

princes, and chiefs, convened at the consecration of that celebrated

Cistercian monastery, on which occasion king Murtogh gave the

monks extensive grants of laud, together with 140 oxen, and (:iO

ounces of gold ; Donogh O'Carroll, prince of Oirgiall, also gave
60 ounces of gold, and GO ounces more were presented by Dervor-
gilla, the wife of 'Tiarnan O'Rourke, prince of Brefney, and daugh-
ter of Murtogh O'Melaghlin, king of Meath ; she also gave a

golden chalice for the altar of the Virgin, and silver chalices, rich

vestments, and various ornaments for each of the nine altars of

the great church. This Dervorgilla, called the Irish Helen, was the
princess so celebrated in Irish history, whose abduction from her
husband by Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, led to the
Anglo-Norman invasion under Strongbow and his followers ; the
death of Dervorgilla is recorded at A. D. 1103, in these Annals,
in the 85th year of her age ; she spent the latter part of her life

in penitence in one of the monasteries of Urogheda, and was buried
at Mellifont.

Roderick O'Conor, king of Connaught, son of king Torlogh,
succeeded as monarch of Ireland, A. U. HUG, on the death of
Murtogh Mac Loghlin; he had several contests with the
O'Neills, kings of Ulster, with the O'Briens, kings of Thomond,

men in the camp, at mid-day, to attack the castle,

but it was of no avail to them, for some of their

people were slain, and they left after them one of

the Mac Carthys, princes of Desmond, and Dermod Mac Murrogh,

king of Leinster, all of whom refused to acknowledge his authority ;

but having finally reduced them to submission, and having also

marched to Dublin he reduced the Danes to subjection, and was then

generally acknowledgedasmonareh. In A.D. 1167, king Roderick

assembled a great national convention near Atlihoy, in Meath,

which was attended by many of the princes and chiefs of Meath,

Ulster, and Connaught, together witii many bishops and clergy,

and an immense number of the people ; according to the Four

Masters, no less than thirteen thousand horsemen attended this

assembly, of which an account has been given at p. 298 in these

notes. In A.D. 11G8, king Roderick revived the celebrated as-

sembly which had been held for njany ages in ancient times at

Tailtean, in Meath. The abduction of Dervorgilla, wife of Tiarnan

O'Rourke, prince of Brefney, hy Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of

Leinster, took place about A. D. llGG, though that event is erro-

neously placed ten years sooner by some modern historians ; this

event led to the Anglo-Norman invasion, under Strongbow and

his followers, in the years 11G9, 1170, and under king Henry
II., in 1171 and 1172. An account of the contests of Roderick

O'Conor, with Dermod Mac Murrogh, king of Leinster, and his

Anglo-Norman allies, is given in the various histories of Ireland,

and the chief occurrences at the English invasion have been men-
tioned from p. 1 to 40, and also at pp. 196, 197, in these Annals,

and in the annotations. Roderick O'Conor, the last Milesian

monarch of Ireland, after various contests with the Anglo-Norman
or English invaders, abdicated the throne A. D. 1 184, in the 18th

year of his reign, and retired to the monastery of Cong, in Mayo,

where, after a religious seclusicui of 14 years, he died A. D. 1198,

according to the Ogygia, on Sunday, tlie 27th of November, in

the 82nd year of his age, and was buried at the north side of the

great altar, in the catljedral of St. Kiaran at Clonmacnois. In

nine years after his remains were exhumed, and placed in a stone

coffin, as recorded at the year 1207 in these Annals.

Fall of the Monarchy —The disorganization and anarchy in

church and state, and the derangement both of civil and ecclesi-

astical authority, produced by the sanguinary and destructive Danish

wars, incessantly continued for more than three centuries, together

with the fierce and interminable feuds, discords, and ruinous con-

tests of the kings, princes, and chiefs, amongst thenjselves, inevi-

tably paved the way for the downfall of the Irish monarchy. Tlie

contests of the Irish Kings were as fierce, and far longer protracted,

than those of the rival Houses of York and Lancaster for the crown

of England. During tho.*e contests, continued incessantly through

the 11th and 12th centuries, from the deposition of the monarch

Malachy II., by Brian Itoru, in the year 1002, to the reign of

Roderick O'Conor and the English invasion in 1172, a period of 170

years, it is probable that, in the innumerable conflicts and battles,

not less than one hundred and fifty thousand men were slain. But,

the middle ages were times of tumult, anarchy, and violence, over

the various nations of Europe, as well as Ireland, and the contests

of the kings of the Irish Pentarcliy were not more fierce, barba-

rous, and bloody, than the feuds of the Anglo-Saxon kings of the

Ilefjtarchy, as is abundantly evident from Turner's History of the

Anglo-Saxons, from which a single passage njay afford a striking

specimen, in the reign of Ethelred, in the ninth century:—" Of all

the Anglo-Saxon governments, the kingdom of Northumbria had

been always the most jierturbed ; usurper murdering usurper, is

the pervading incident. A crowd of ghastly monarchs pass swiftly

along the page of history, as we gaze, and scarcely has the sword

of the assassin been cleansed from its horrid pollution, before its

point is turned upon its master, and he is carried to the sepulchre

which he had just closed upon another. In this manner, during

the last century and a half, no fewer than 17 sceptred chiefs hurled

each other from their joyless thrones, and the deaths of the

greatest number s\ ere accompanied by hecatombs of their fi-iends."

The learned Charles O'Conor, in his Dissertations on the History

of Ireland, makes the following reflections on the fall of the mo-
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their boats ; and the other party returned to the

camp in a drowning condition. After those had

departed, the resolution the Burkes came to was.

narchy :
—" Since the death of Malacliy II. this nation was falling

into a state of political reprobation ; each province set up for itself,

the monarchy grew indiiferent, and the monarch hateful to the
majority of the chieftains. When Roderick mounted the throne,

their measure ofiniquity was full ; he laboured to unite all parties, for

common defence, against a desperate provincial tyrant (Derraod
Mac Murrogli, king of Leinster), and his foreign allies, but the
Oligarchs of the time were rather unanimous in rejecting their

king, than the common enemy ; they loved their country only in

the second place ; domestic animosities and personal revenge were
uppermost, and to the gratification of these passions they sacri-

ficed every consideration, favourable to their native country, or

useful to tiieir own common safety. What ensued was very natu-
ral, although, on a superticial view, it appears extremely surpri-

sing. Tiie majority of the chieftains delivered up the nation as a
prey to a handful of foreign freebooters, and deserted the reigning

prince, under whose standard they could have easily preserved

their liberties.'' Such are the judicious remarks of O'Conor, but
still it may be observed, that the fall of the Milesian monarchy,
in the 12th century, was not so sudden or surprising as that of

England in the 11th century, under the Saxons, who were subdued,

with Harold their king, in one battle at Hastings, and the Anglo-
Saxon sceptre transferred to the Normans under William the Con-
queror in a single day, while the Anglo-Norman kings and warlike

barons, the descendants of the Normans of France, who so quick-

ly made a complete conquest of England, could only effect a

partial subjugation of Ireland, after fierce contests of many cen-

turies. Of the contests of the Irish kings and chiefs amongst
themselves, for many centuries, abundant accounts are given in the

course of these Annals, and these contests were continued even
with greater violence and fury after the English invasion, which
added fresh elements of discord. It appears titat the great Anglo-
Norman fauiilies, as the Fitzgeralds, Butlers, Burkes, &c., carried

on almost as fierce contests amongst themselves as tlie Irish

chiefs; and Cox, speaking of those dissensions, both of the En-
glish and Irish, amongst themselves and against each other, iu

the 13th century, says—"That it appeared as if some malignant
star had iuiluenced all the inhabitants of Ireland to contention."

In the various articles in preceding notes on the Danish wars, it

has been shown that those contests were continued more than 300
years ; and the wars of the Anglo-Normans and English in Ireland

were continued incessantly for .500 years,thus, for more than eight

centuries, violent wars were carried on, with enormous destruction

of property, cattle, corn, &c., burning of churches, cities, and
towns, and innumerable fierce con tests, furious bat ties, conflicts, and
massacres, took place, so that the history of Ireland, during a period

of more than 800 years, through which the people fought against

foreign foes, presents a continued scene of rapine and slaughter.

The Antjlo-Nonnnns in Ulster.—At the commencement of
these Annals, an account is given of Strongbow and his followers,

and their progress in various parts of Ireland. John de Courcy,
and his forces, first attacked Ulster, of which territory he got a
grant from King Henry II. of as much as he could conquer. Sir

.lohn de Courcy was descended from the Dukes of Lorraine, in

France, and his ancestor came to England with William the Con-
queror ; he was the most renowned leader of the Anglo-Normans
in Ireland, a man of immense bodily strength, gigantic stature, and
indomitable valour. Holinshed says, " de Courcy was mighty of
limb, and strong of sinews, very tall, and broad in proportion, a

most warlike soldier, the first in the field, and the foremost in the
fight, a noble and right valiant warrior." Campion, in his Chro-
nicle, says," John de Courcy was a warrior of noble courage, and
in pitch of body like a giant." Holinshed and others state that
he rode on a white horse, and had three eagles painted on his

standards, in order to fulfil a prophecy made by Merlin the Welsh
enchanter, that a knight riding on a white horse, and bearing
birds on his shield, would be the first of the English who, with
force of arms, would enter and conquer Ulster. De Courcy was

not to continue guarding any castle against the

sovereign of England, and two boats full ofwomen
and children proceeded to the other side of the

accompanied to Ireland by his valiant brother-in-law Alraeric de

Tristram, or St. Laurence, ancestor of the earls of Howth ; soon

after their landing at Howth, in A. D. 1177, they marched with

their forces to Ulster, and were accompanied by Roger le Poer,

and other chiefs. De (^ourcy and his forces carried on fierce con-

tests for many years with the northern princes and chiefs, as the

O'CarroUs, Mac Mahons, and O'Hanlons of Louth, Monagban and

Armagh ; the Mac Dunleveys, O'Flinns, Magennises, and Mac
Cartans, in Down and Antrim ; the O'Neills and O'Loghlins of

Tyrone; the O'Kanes of Derry, and the O'Donnells of Donegal;

but at length de Courcy and his followers succeeded in conquer-

ing part of the country, and made settlements iu Oirgiall,or Louth,

Monagban and Armagli, and in Ulidia or Dalaradia, in parts of

Down and Antrim. Many of de Courcy's battles with the Irish

chiefs in Ulster, for a period of more than 20 years, are recorded

in these Annals, and some also in Haumer's Chronicle, of which

the following were the most remarkable.

Buttlesat Downpatrick.—Hanmer, in his Chronicle, relates two
of de Courcy's battles fought at Downpatrick with Mac Dunlevey,

or O'Dunlevey, whom he and Cox erroneously call O'Donnell. The
chief commanders of the English in these battles were de Courcy,

sir Armoric de St. Laurence, and his son, sir Nicholas, Roger le

Poer, and Geoffrey de Montgomery, the standard bearer; their

forces consisted of cavalry called men-at-arnis, who were covered

with armour, and armed with spears, swords, &c., and archers,

someof whom were mounted on iiorses, and others on foot. Tlie

Irish galloglasses, or heavj infantry, were armed with swords and

battle-axes, and the Kerns, or light foot, with spears, darts, slings,

&c. ; they were commanded chiefly by Mac Dunlevey and Conor

O'Loghlin. The battle was fierce and long continued, and the

slaughter great on both sides, and, amongst the English, Lionel

St. Laurence and other leaders were slain ; but Hanmer says the

Irish were at length defeated. This battle was fought in A..li.

1177, and, according to the Four Masters, in the same year John

de Courcy plundered Downpatrick, and erected a castle there, and

he had many conflicts with the Irish chiefs, several of whom were

slain, namely, of the Mac Dunleveys, O'Dounellys, O'Carolans,

ice, and of the O'Flahertys, who appear to have been a branch of

the O'Neills, and, therefore, different from the O'Flahertys of

Connaught.

Battle of Glenrighe,—In A. D, 1178, John de Courcy, with his

foreigners, marched to Machaire Conaill, or the Plain of Louth,

which they plundered, and encamped at Glenrighe, or the vale of

the Newry river, on the borders of Louth and Down ; but they

were attacked by the Irish forces, under Murrogh O'Carroll, prince

of Oirgiall,and Cu-uladh Mac Dunlevey, prince of Ulidia; the

English were defeated, and 450 of them slain, and of the Irish 100

fell on the field of battle, shortly after, de Courcy's forces were

defeated with great slaughter by the Irish, under Cumidhe

O'Flinn, lord of Hy Tuirtre, a territory near Lough Neagh, on the

borders of Down and Antrim ; de Courcy himself with difficulty

escaped from the battle, and fled to Dublin, covered with wounds.

These battles, and many others fought by de Courcy, in Ulster and

Connaught, are recorded by the Four Masters.

Battle of Farneii-—The circumstances mentioned by Hanmer

are as follows :—De Courcy having erected many castles in

Ulster, amongst others, two in Farney, he gave the guarding of

them to Mac Mahon, chief of Farney in Monaghan, who entered

into alliance with him, but about A. D. 1180 Mac Mahon demo-

lished the castles ; de Courcy, on hearing this, demanded why he

dared to do so, on which Mac Mahon replied he had not promised

to hold stones for him, but laud, and that it was contrary to his

nature to couch himself within cold stones, and that he would

much rather live in the warm woods. This contemptuous reply

enraged de Courcy, ami having mustered his forces he preyed and

plundered Mac Mahon's country ; the immense prey of cattle

which he drove off was divided into three parts, and when pro-

ceeding with them 'hey covered a distance of three miles. Mac
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lake opposite the camp. The governor afterwards

demoHshed the castle, and it was in that camp he

hanged the son of Mac AVilliam Burke, namely.

Mabon collected bis forces, and they attacked tbe English with
great fury, and such loud shouts as made the woods ring ; tbe
cows frightened ran furiously'on tlie drivers, and broke through
tlie ranks, overturning men and horses, and great numbers of the
English were trodden to death by tbe cattle, and many hundreds
of them slain Ijy the Irish. De Courcy, and sir Armoric de St.

Laurence, attacked Mac Mahon's men, and rescued Roger le Poer,
wlio had been taken prisoner ; the Irish, having rallied their forces,

came again to tbe contest with terrific shouts, and were command-
eil by Art Buighe Mac Mabon; the English lieing environed witli

woods, bogs, anil marshes, great numbers of them were slain, and
many also of tbe Irish fell, amongst others Mac Mabon the chief
The contest continued a great part of the day, and night coming
on, de Courcy entrenched himself in an old fortress ; tbe Irish re-
mained within about half a mile of him, and made great fires in

the woods during tbe night.- Tbe conflict was renewed tbe ne.\t

day and great numbers slain on both sides ; according to some ac-
counts tbe English were victorious, but other accounts state that
they were defeated, and de Courcy forced to fly with a remnant
of his forces, and pursued for a distance of 30 miles from the
field of battle.

Buttle of Lurgan.—About A. D, 1180, de Courcy having sent
to England for some munitions of war, a vessel arrived, which was
driven into a creek in Oriel or Louth, called Torshead, but O'Han-
lon, a chief of Armagh, and others, took tbe ship, and having put
the mariners to death, seized all the cargo; de Courcy then
marched his forces from Downpatrick to Newry, while O'Hanlon
and the Irish mustered their men, and encamped south of Dundalk
and north of tbe river Dondygoa. De Courcy, Armoric de St.
Laurence, and Roger le Poer, came with the English forces to
within half a mile of the Irish camp, and having advanced to the
attack, a fierce conflict ensued at the river ; de Courcy being di-
rected by a Friar to a ford, tbe English passed over, and the fight
was continued at a broad part of the water, about a mile from Lur-
gan, on the south side from Dunnalk. Both parties fought with
determined bravery, the Irish being commanded by O'Hanlon, and
other chiefs ; de Courcy displayed great valour, wielding his two
handed sword, with which he cut down many champions; sir
Armoric de St. Laurence, and his son sir Nicholas, also foueht
with great bravery. After a long contest, de Courcy was sorely
wounded, and, according to Hanmer, the slaughter on both sidi's
was immense, "few of the Irish, and fewer of the English, being
left alive." After the battle, tlie Irish forces retired to the Fews
in Armagh, and the English to Dundalk.
De Courcy and his followers succeeded in making 'many settle-

ments in Ulster, in the counties of Louth, Monaghan, Armagh,
Down, and Antrim, and he erected several castles in Ulster, and
had bis chief castle and residence at Downpatrick ; he was cre-
ated by Henry II. earl of Ulster, and lord of Connaught, and was
one of the chief governors of Ireland inll79; he was married to
Afreca, daughter of Godred, king of tbe Isle of Mann, and from
him were descended the de Courcys, barons ofKinsale, in Cork.
De Courcy had various contests with his powerful rivals tbe de
Lacys, lords of Meatb, and sir Hugh de Lacy charged de
Courcy with disaffection, and with having refused to do liomaCTe to
king John, on which the king commanded de Lacy to take him
prisoner

; and in tbe year 1203, while de Courcy was performing
his devotions, on Good Friday, at the church of Downpatrick,
he was attacked unawares and unarmed by de Lacy's men, on
which the valiant warrior, having no weapon at hand, seized the
shaft of a wooden cross, with which be slew thirteen of de Lacy's
men

;
but being overpowered by numbers, he was at length made

prisoner, sent to England, and confined in the Tower; but being
liberated after some time, he went to France, where be died about
tbe year 1210

; his extensive estates and honours were conferred
by king John on Hugh de Lacy, of which an account is given in
Lodge's Peerage on the Barons of Kinsale.

Grant of Ulster to Hugh de Lacy.—By the following docu-

Rickard Oge, commonly called Fal-fa-Eirin (the

Fence of Ireland), who was the son of Rickard,

son of John of the Termon ; his other brother had

ment taken from the Patent Rolls in the Tower of London, which
has been obtained from the Library of Sir William Bethaiu, and
not hitherto published, it is shown that king John, in the year 1 204,
gave a grant of Ulster to Hugh de Lacy the younger, who was son
of the first Hugh de Lacy, lord of Meath, and de Lacy was to
possess Ulster and its earldom as fully as held by de Courcy the
day he was taken prisoner, except the lands of the Cross or church
lands, bishopricks, and abbeys, and tbe king gave charge to the
lord justice, Myler Fitz-Henry, to defend and preserve de Lacy's
lands as he would the deniesnes of the crown.

" Concessio terrse de Ultonia Huconi de Lacy (per gladium),
salvis tauien Regi Crocus de terra ilia."

" Rex, &c., Meilero filio Henrici (Myler Fitz-Hcnry), et Baro-
nibus IliberniiE, &c. Sciatis quod dedimus et concessimus Hu-
goni de Lacy pro homagio et servitio suo terrain de Ultonia cum
pertinentiis siiis, habendum et tenendum sicut Johannes de Curcy
eam tenuit die qua idem Hugo eum in campo seisivit, vel die
proximo preccdente, salvis taiuen nobis Croclis de terra ilia ; et

sciatis quod retinuimus nobiscnm predictum Hugonem ipsumque
nobiscum ducimus in servitio nostro. Et ideo vobis mandamus
quod terrain suam et omnia sua custodialis manutcneatis et de-
fendatis sicut nostra dominia. Teste meipso apud Windlesor, 2do
die Mail, A.D. 1204."

After the attainder of tbe de Lacys in tbe 13th century, Walter
de Burgo, lord of Connaught, succeeded to tbe lands and earldom
of Ulster, in right of bis wife, who was daughter of sir Hugh de
Lacy, and the earldom of Ulster afterwards passed by intermar-
riage with a daushter of Walter de Burgo, to Lionel, duke of
Clarence, son of king Edward III. ; next to the Mortimers, earls

ofMarch in England, and lordsof Meatb, and lastly the earldom of
Ulster came into the possession of the royal family of England,
and, in modern times, tbe dukes of York are earls of Ulster.

In the notes on Oirgiall, Ulidia, Dalaradia, Dalrieda,Tir-Eogain,
Brefney, and Fermanagh, an account has been given of the chief
families of Anglo-Normans who made settlements in Ulster under
John de Courcy and his followers, and of the English settlers in

general from tbe 12th to the 17 th century. In the course of these

Annals ample accounts are given of the incessantwars waged with
those British settlers, and with the English of tbe Pale, by the great
northern chiefs, the O'Neills of Tyrone, the O'Donnells of Done-
gal, the Maguires of Fermanagh, the Mae Mahons of Monaghan,
the O'Reillys of Cavan, &c. ; these wars were incessantly con-
tinued for a period of 300 years, and vast numbers were slain on
both sides. The Mac Ponnells of the Hebrides, styled lords of
tbe Isles, a celebrated Scottish clan, originally of Irish descent,

frequently came to Ulster with powerful forces of Scots from the
I2th to the 16th century, and made settlements in Antrim ; the
head chiefs of the Mac Donnells in after times became earls of An-
trim. These Mac Donnells and the Mac Sheehys, who were
also a Scottish clan of Irish descent, make a remarkable figure in

the history of Ulster during the 10th century, as famous military

commanders, and galloglasses, and generally fought in alliance

with the Irish against the English, but very often there were tierce

contests between them and the Irish chiefs. Tbe Mac Quillans,

another powerful clan in Antrim, also make a considerable figure

in the history of Ulster for a long time, and had many contests
with the Mac Donnells, by whom they were finally vanquished in

the lOtli century.

The Invasion of Bruce.—In the beginning of the 14th century
O'Neill, prince of Tyrone, and several other Irish princes and
chiefs, in order to make a more effectual effort to shake ofl' the

English yoke, invited the renowned Robert Bruce, king of Scot-
land, to assume the sovereignty of Ireland, or send them some prince

of his family, as they considered the House of Bruce had a claim

to the crown of Ireland, being descended from the old Scottish

kings who were of Irish Milesian race. In consequence of this

invitation, king Robert sent his brother Edward Bruce to Ireland,

and he landed at Olderfleet, in the bay of Lame, on the coast of
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been put to death before that for his crimes, namely

Thomas Roe, who had Caislen-ne-Nenuige on

Fionnloch-Ceara (Lough Carra, in the barony of

Antrim, on the 25th of May, A. D. 1315, with a fleet of 300 sail

and 600 Scots, and being joined by the Irish chiefs of Ulster, he
took from the English various castles and garrisons, as Carrick-

fergus, Coleraine, Carlingford, Dundalk, &c., and was crowned
as king of Ireland near Dundalk. He made a victorious progress

through the English Pale, with his Scottish forces and Irish allies,

took the towns of the English, and plundered and laid waste
their territories. During his career in Ireland ft)r about
three years and a half, he traversed all the provinces, and
is said to have defeated the English forces in 18 battles, but his

followers were at length mostly cutoff by a dreadful famine. An
account of Bruce's progress in Ireland has been given at p. Ill in

these Annals ; his forces were finally defeated and himself slain in

a great battle at Faughart near Dundalk, by the English of the

Pale, under the command of sir John Bermingham, who for this

signal service was created earl of Louth by king Edward II. The
battle of Faughart and death of Bruce took place on St. Calixtus's

day, namely Saturday the I4th of October, A. D. I3I8, not on the

28th of May, as erroneously stated in Lodge's Peerage, and quoted

at p. Ill in these notes, which mistake the reader will please to

correct.

The Wars of Elizabeth.—In the latter end of the 16th century,

fromU'iOO to 1600, the wars of the Irish princes and chiefs against

queen Elizabeth, form the most remarkable events in tlie Anglo-
Irish history. These wars were incessantly continued for a period

of about forty years, chiefly in Ulster, during w'hich time the

Northern Irish, under tfie O'Neills, O'Donnells, O'Reillys, Ma-
suires, &c., fought many fierce battles against the English forces,

of which copious accounts are given in the course of these Annals.

The Plantation of Ulster.— In consequence of the adherence of

the Irish chiefs to Hugh O'Neill, earl ofTyrone, in the war against

Elizabeth, six entire counties in Ulster, namely, Armagh, Tyrone,

Derry, Donegal, Fermanagh, and Cavan, were confiscated, and
seized by the crown in the reign of James I., in the beginning of

the 1 7th century, from A. D. 1610 to 1620. These territories were
transferred from tlie Irish chiefs and clans to various British

colonies ; some were English, but most of them were Scottish

settlers. They were denominated Undertakers and Planters,

hence this project was called the Plantation of Ulster. Accounts
of these cohmies and undertakers are given in Pynnar's Survey of

Ulster, in Harris's Hibernica, in the Historical Tracts of sir

John Davis, and in Cox's Hibernia Anglicana. An account of the

Plantation of Ulster has been also given in these Annals, in the

topographical notes on Oirgiall, Tir-Eogain, Tireonnell, Brefney,
and Fermanagh.

The Insurrection of 1641, and the Croinirellian Wars.—In
con8e(]uence of the confiscation of the possessions of the old Irish

chiefs in Ulster, and the transfer of their lands to British settlers,

they formed a powerful confederacy for the recovery of their ter-

ritories, and a tremendous insurrection took place on the 23d of

October, 1641, which raged incessantly for a period of about seven
years, mixed up with the Civil War in Ireland, between the English
Parliamentary forces and the adherents of Charles I., and followed

by the Cromwellian Wars, for a period of atiout three years, from
1649 to 16.J2. The great leaders of the Irish in these events in

Ulster were, sir Phelim, and the celebrated Owen Roe O'Neill, the
O'Reillys of Cavan, the Maguires of Fermanagh, the Mac Mahons
of Monaghan, kc, and accounts of these wars are given in Cox,
Leland, Temple, Borlase, Warner, Carte, Curry, Mac Geoghe-
gan, &c.

Numbers .^lain in the Wa7-s of Ulster.—In the several articles

on the ancient history of Ulster in the course of these notes, an
estimate may be formed of the numbers slain from data afforded
liy the accounts of the various wars and battles. In the wars of

the Irish kings and chiefs amongstthemselves,and various battles

with foreign invaders, from the first to the eighth centurv, a period

of 700 years, it is probable that about 240,000 men were slain.

In the Danish wars, from the latter end of the 8th, to the 12th

Kilmain, county of Mayo), and that castle had to

be given up to the governor, ivho demohshed it

as he had similarly demolished the other castles.

century, a period of more than 300 years, there were slain in

Ulster about 100,000 men on both sides. In the wars with the
Anglo-Normans, from the 12th to the 14th century, about 50,000
were slain ; and in the battles during the invasion of Edward
Bruce, about 30,000 fell by the sword and famine ; in the subse-
quent wars with the English, down to the reign of Elizabeth, for

a period of about 240 years, the number of slain may be estimated
at about 80,000. In the wars of Elizabeth, for a period of 40 years,
there could not have been less than 100,000 men slain on both sides
in Ulster. In the insurrection of 1641, to 1649, and the subsequent
Cromwellian wars, from 164!) to 1652, in the many fierce battles,

conflicts, and massacres, including the massacre by Cromwell at
Drogheda, which town was in ancient Ulster, there were at least

100,000 men slain on both sides; and lastly, in the war of the
Revolution, from 1680 to 1601, in the various battles, sieges Sec,
in Ulster, there were probably about 30,000 slain on both sides.

From these calculations it appears that from the 1st to the 18th
century, there were about 700,000 men slain in the various wars
in Ulster.

Eruption of Lahes and Earthquahes

.

—In the article on Uls-
ter, at p. 338, an account has been given of the sudden eruption, in

very remote times, of many great lakes in that province, as Loughs
Neagh, Erne, ice. ; and these phenomena are consiilered to have
arisen from volcanic action, or earthquakes, and it may be observed
that basaltic strata abound in various parts of Antrim, particularly
on the sea coast, in that stupendous production of nature called the
Giants' Causeway, which resembles some vast work ofart, and con-
sists of an immense number of basaltic columns, now admitted to be
of volcanic origin ; and some basaltic columns are also found along
the shores of Lough Neagh. In Seward's Topography, at the ar-

ticle Knocklade, an account is given of a volcanic eruption and
earthquake which took place on the hill of Knocklade, near Bally-
eastle, in the county of Antrim, in May, 1788; this remarkable
phenomenon was preceded by a noise resembling a continued crash
of thunder, and a column of fire and smoke burst forth, and as-
cended about 60 yards into the air, followed by a shower of ashes
and stones, which extended a quarter of a mile round the hill ; in

about 46 minutes after the first shock, a stream of lava poured
out, and rushed in a sheet of liquid fire, about 60 yards in breadth,
down the fields, until it entered the adjoining village of Ballyowen,
where it involved the bouses and their unfortunate inhaViitants in

conflagration and ruin, none having escaped but one man, his wife,

and two children ; after the lava had continued to flow 39 hours,

it then totally ceased.

History of Ireland.—In the various articles on Ulster, in these
notes, in the course of the Annals, not more than an outline of the

history of Ulster could be given, embracing a short account of the
chief events, and referring to various sources for further informa-

tion, tile object being to give data for a provincial history to future

writers. One of the best modes, probably, of illustrating Irish his-

tory, would he to give separate histories of the fi\e ancient king-
doms of Meath, Ulster, Connaught, Leinster, and Monster, as

these five kingdoms, constituting the Irish Pentarchy, were
distinct in their government, each having its own kings, laws, cus-

toms, regulations, and separate interests, under the old monarchy,
down to the invasion of the English in the latter end of the 12th

century, and even to the end of the 16th century, when a complete
breaking up of the Irish princes, chiefs, and clans, took place in

the reign of Elizabeth, the five kingdoms of the ancient Pentarchy
were recognised by the Milesian Irish, and representatives still re-

mained of the old kings, princes, and chiefs, who were looked upon
by the people as their legitimate rulers. From these considera-

tions, it appears that five distinct histories of the kingdoms of the

Irish Pentarchy would probably be the best plan to illustrate and
make intelligible the History of Ireland ; these provincial histories

would be most important and valuable works, if ably executed,
giving the history ofeach province, and the events from the earliest

era. Pagan and Christian, Irish, Danish, and English, military and
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after Rickard, the son ofThomas, had been put to

death. It was at the same time that the governor

hanged the two sons of Walter Fada (the Tall),

the son of David, son of Edmond, son of Ulick

Burke, whose names were Theobald and Myler.

A great number of the people of the province of

Connaught united with those Burkes, and joined

them in their treason, after the festival of St. John,

of this year; amongst these were the Clan Don-

nell galloglasses (Mac Donnells), and the Seoaigh

of West Connaught (the Joyces of Connemara) ;

those sent their moveable properties, their women

and people, into the strongholds and recesses of

the country ; the governor having gone to Ballin-

robe to attack them, sent seven or eight companies

through West Connaught in pursuit of the insur-

gents, and when they did not succeed in taking

the despoilers, they plundered Muinter Murchadh-

a-na-dTuagh (the tribe-name of the O' Flaherty

s

of West Connaught, in Galway), and the people of

the tribe of Owen O' Flaherty, who, as they them-

selves considered, were then under the law. Those

(the English), slew women, the common inhabi-

tants, and helpless people ; they hanged Theobald

O'Tuathalain, a supporter of the indigent, and a

ecclesiastical, civil and political, literary and scientific, arts, anti-

quities, laws, &c. with catalop;ue9 and lives of the provincial kings,

princes, and distinguished chiefs, and (if archbishops, bishops, and

eminent ecclesiastics, etc. For such works there are abundant
materials in the ancient annals, as those of the Four Masters, of

Ulster, Inisfallen, &c., and in various Irish MSS. now in progress

of publication. Afterthe Provincial Histories, a series of County
Histories, and separate Ecclesiastical Histories of each Diocese,

would, if well executed, be most important works, and are much
wanted. These Provincial, County, and Diocesan Histories,

would furnish materials for a full and general History of Ireland,

which is yet to be written, all those hitherto published being mise-
rably defective. The History of Ireland must be written by im-
partial Irishmen, if Milesians so much tiie better, for every people

should be the writers of their own history, and the writers must
know their native language, and be good Irish scholars, otherwise

it is a farce to attempt to write the ancient history of Ireland. It

must be written free from party views, and anti-Irish prejudices,

on the one hand, and on the other it must avoid excessive eulogies

of the ancient Irish, and exaggerations of their former greatness.

No full or fair history of Ireland has been yet written ; one set of

our historians are extravagantly anti-Irish and bigotted, distorting

and falsifying every event in modern times, and representing our
ancient annals, civil, military, and ecclesiastical, as fables, fictions,

and legends, while, on the other hand, most of our native histo-

rians endeavour to give an undue importance to the history of the
Irish people, and exaggerate the greatness oftheir country in other
days, which is very injudicious, for as Ireland had in early ages
attained considerable civilization, and eminence in the arts, and was
particularly distinguished in her religious and literary fame, there-
fore, the real rank the country held amongst the European nations,
in early times, should be shown, and requires no exaggerated emliel-

lishments. Of all our annalists, the Four Masters are undoubtedly
the most impartial, and in the extensive range of events which they

man who kept a house of hospitality ; they also

took prisoner Owen, the son of Donal-an-Chog-

aidh (of the War), the son of Gilladuff, son of

MuiTogh, son ofOwen O'Flaherty, and after taking

him they put him to death, and they then returned

back to the governor with much prey and booty.

A Scottish fleet landed at Inisowen, on the es-

tate of O'Dogherty, in the north-eastern angle of

Tirconnell ; the chief commanders and head con-

stables of that fleet were the two sons of James,

the son of Alexander, son of John Cathanach, the

son of Mac Donnell, namely Donal Gorm and

Alexander, and Gillespuic, the son of Dongall, son

of Donogh Cam, son of Gillespuic Mac Cailin, to-

gether with several other chiefs besides, and their

fame and renown were greater than they actually de-

served. They formed camps abounding with provi-

sions in the country on which they landed, and the

idle persons, and those who attended on festival

occasions, and useless strollers ofthe neighbouring

districts, were in the habit of visiting them at that

place, and they left no property, either of corn or

cattle, after them in Inisowen on that occasion.

They aftei-wards proceeded along the Finn and

Modharn (the rivers Finn andMourne in Donegal),

record, they give faithful representations of afiairs, as far aa they

go, showing the vices as well as virtues of their countrymen, and
give a fair view of things; but their narrative is too concise, and a
more full account of events must he collected from numerous other

sources. Thoueh many of our historians are excessively anti-

Irish, and others too Irish, yet they all contain immense and
important information, and a vast mass of valuable materials,

which could be made available for a History of Ireland, if selected,

arranged, and compiled with judgement. All the histories

hitherto written are extremely defective, none of them containing

a sixth part of the history of Ireland, and what they do contain

is full of mistakes and misrepresentations. From the numerous
works on Irish history already published, and from the various

works, annals, &c.,now in progress of publication, ample materials

could be collected for a full and general history of Ireland, but

four large quarto volumes would be required for the purpose, two
volumes for the antiquities, arts, military, civil, and political his-

tory, and two more for the ecclesiastical, literary, and legal history.

In order to execute such a great work, it would be necessary that

the undertaking should receive the most extensive public patron-

age and national support ; no one man could ever accomplish such

a task, and it would be required to employ, in its execution, at

least four of the ablest men who could be got in different depart-

ments, such as a profound Irish historian, who was at the same time

a topographer and antiquary, and also had an extensive knowledge
of the ancient history of variotis nations; secondly, a learned

ecclesiastical historian ; thirdly, an able Irish scholar, who must
have a thorough knowledge of the history and ancient topography of

Ireland ; and fourthly, a first-rate classic scholar, writer, and critic.

Such a work could not be adequately accomplished except at great

cost; but if well executed, the pecuniary outlay would be fully

repaid, after some time, by the sale of the work, and it would
ultimately produce ample remuneration.
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to Termon Magrath (parish of Templecarne, in

the baronies of Tirhugh, and Lurg, in Donegal

and Fermanagh), to Tuath Luirg (barony of

Lurg, in Fermanagh), and to Miodhbulg, (in

the barony of Tii-hugh, in Donegal), initil they

arrived at the very borders of the Erne. When the

forenientioned Burkes, who were engaged in the

plundering and insurrection, namely, Richard

Burke, the son of Deamhan-an-Chorrain ; the sons

of Edmond Burke, and the Clan Donnell gallo-

glasses, received intelligence about the Scots, they

quickly sent messengers inviting them to come to

them, and stated that they would obtain great

booty, and as much estate as they would require

in the province of Connaught, if they themselves

could defend it against the people ofthe sovereign.

The Scots proceeded across the Erne with those

guides, and having arrived on the first night be-

tween Dubh and Drobhais (the rivers Duff and

Drowis, on the borders of Sligo and Leitrim), they

commenced spoihng Dartry and Carbury, and

were joined there by Richard (Burke), and the

sons of Edmond. The governor (sir Richard

Bingham), proceeded to Sligo to oppose them,

and the Scots having departed from that district,

proceeded southward of Dartry, along Beanna

Bo (Benbo Hill, near Drumlease), in Brefney, and

remained three nights in Dromahaire ; from thence

they proceeded to Braid-Sliabh (Braclieve moun-

tain, in the barony ofTherrill, county of Sligo, on

the borders of Leitrim and Roscommon), and did

not halt till they an-ived at Cill-Ronain, (parish of

Kilronan, barony of Boyle, county of Roscommon),

at which place they arrived on the borders of Bref-

ney, Moylurg, and Hy nOilella (Leitrim, and the

baronies of Boyle and Tirerrill, in Roscommon and

Sligo). The governor came from the west to Bel-

an-Atha-fada in Tirerill (Ballinafad, north of the

Curlew mountains, a village on the road from

Boyle to Sligo), and both parties remained in

A. D. 1586.

I . Battle of Ardnaree.—In 1586, according to Cox, the Burkes
of Mayo collected their forces, and were joined by two thousand

Scottish auxiliaries, who had landed in Ulster ; with these com-
bined forces, amountinpc to about 3000 men, they endeavoured to

expel the English out of Connaught, and the Scots having inarclied

forward, they crossed the river Erne, near Ballyshann<in ; they

were followed by the earl of Clanrickard and sir Richard Bingham,
with the English forces, and having marched to Sligo, the Irish

returned through Leitrim, and over the Curlew mountains, through

Roscommou, towards Mayo. Bingham pursued them, and having

those places fora fortnight, without either attacking

the other. The Scots prepared to depart in the

beginning of a wet and very dark night, and they

proceeded in a north-westerly direction through

Tiren-ill, to cross the bridge of Cul-Maoile (CoUoo-

ney) ; there were three companies ofthe governor's

people guarding the bridge that night, and the

Scots having encountered them, a fierce conflict

ensued between them, but the Scots, however,

were obliged to abandon the bridge, and cross the

ford on the west side of it ; they went that night

to Sliabh-Gamh (Ox mountain, in the barony of

Lieny, county of Sligo), and on the following day

to Ard-na-Riagh (Ardnaree at Ballina). The go-

vernor departed from Ballinafad in another direc-

tion from them, on the following day, as if he

were not actually in pursuit of them, and conti-

nued through Connaught for fifteen days collecting

as much forces as he could, during which time he

had spies and reconnoiterers out after the Scots

;

when he had collected the requisite forces, he

marched from the monastery of Beand Fhada in

Luighne of Connaught (now Banada, a village in

the parish of Kilmacteige, barony of Lieny, county

of Sligo, where there was an ancient monastery),

in the beginning of a very dark night in harv'est,

and did not halt, either day or night, until he ar-

rived, in the mid-day on the morrow, at Ardnaree',

without warning or notice being given to the Scots.

The manner in which those were before him was in

their sleeping places, without fear, and unguarded,

just as if the strange country into which they had

come was their own, without opposition. The first

thing by which they were roused from their deep

slumber was the cry of their sentinels, who were

attacked by the governor's people throughout the

town ; the Scots then quickly arranged themselves

in order as well as they possibly could, to combat

with the governor's people ; that, however, was no

benefit to them, for they had no more than dis-

marched through Roscommon, came up with them, and appears
to have taken the Scotch and Irish by surprise, being quite un-
prepared for battle ; the forces on both sides encamped and fought

a severe engagement at Ard-na-Riagh, or Ardnaree, on the banks
of the river Moy,in the county of Sligo, adjoining Ballina, in Mavo.
The Irish and Scots were defeated, and '2000 of tliem slain. Sir

Richard Bingham, the earl of Clanrickard, Bermingham, and
O'Kelly, according to Cox, soon after marched with their com-
bined forces, and having attacked and defeated the Burkes of

Mayo, they took from their country a prey of four thousand cows,
of which they divided three thousand amongst their men.

4 c
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charged the first volley of then- darts, when they

were most precipitately routed towards the river

which was in front of them, namely, the agreeable

murmuring Moy ; men were prostrated while they

were making for the river, and when they arrived

at it they chd not stop there, but immediately

plunged into its depth, for they preferred being

drowned, rather than slain by the governor's peo-

ple ; but, however, to be brief, nearly two thousand

of them were slain at that time. The sons of Ed-

mond Burke were not in that battle, for they had

gone the day before that defeat in search of prey

for the Scots, and having heard those tidings, they

separated asunder, and the sons ofEdmond Burke

remained in the fastnesses of their own estate.

Those of the Ultonians that escaped, and of the

Scots that were along with them, proceeded to pass

into Ulster, and the greater portion of these even

were either hanged or killed in every country

through which they passed before they had crossed

the Erne. The father of the forementioned sons,

namely Edmond, the son of Ulick, son ofEdmond,

son of Rickard Ui-Chuairsge, was hanged by the

governor after that defeat ; the condition in which

he was, aged, feeble, and unable to walk or move,

obliged them to carry him on a bier in conveying

him to the gallows.

Hugh, the son of Owen, son of Donal, son of

Owen, son of Donal of the Victories (Mac Sweeny),

the chief constable of Clanrickard, died ; and the

person who then died was a hero in stature, and

a champion in braverj'.

Alexander, the son of Sorley Buighe, son of

Alexander, son ofJohn Cathanach, the son of Mac
Donnell of Scotland, who was brother of the

Inghean Dubh (the Dark haired daughter), the

wife of O'Donnell, and mother of Hugh Roe, son

of Hugh, son of Manus, was slain by captain

Merryman, and by Hugh, son of the dean O'Gal-

lagher, in the month of May precisely.^

A session was held in Galway, in the month of

December of this year, at which many men and

2. Death of Alexander Mac Donnell.—In A. D. 1586, Alex-
ander Mac Donnell, chief commander of the Scots in Ulster, hav-
ing proceeded with his forces to attack Strahane, in Tyrone, the

Enjilish. under the command of captains StaHord and Merriman,
marched thither to oppose thi^m, and both parties having encoun-
tered, Mac Uonnell sent a challenge to Merriman, the Englisli

commander, to decide the battle by single combat. The English
captain pretended to accept the challenge, but, according to Cox
and Mac Geoghegan, in order to secure the victory, he employed a

women were put to death, and Edmond Oge, the

son of Edmond, son of Manus Mac Sheehy, and

eight of the mercenary soldiers of the Geraldines,

were put to death along with him, it having been

discovered that they had been with the Scots who

were slain at Ardnaree.

Con, the son of Art Oge, son of Niall son of

Art, son of Con, son of Henry, son of Owen
(O'Neill), having gone on a predatory expedition

into the territory of Maguire, from Lough Erne

eastward, the son of Maguire, i. e. Hugh, the son

of Cuchonacht, son of Cuchonacht, with a small

party of cavalry, overtook Con, and a fierce con-

flict took place between them at Beal-Atha-Sain-

redhaigh, and Con, along with the greater part of

his people, was slain by the son of Maguire, vi^ho

brought back the prey to the people from whom
it had been taken. Felim Duv, the son of Art,

son of Con O'Neill, an accomplished man of the

territory of the tribe of Art, and his son, were slain

by Hugh, the son of Maguire.

Mac Sweeney of Banagh (in Donegal), namely

Bryan Oge, the son of Maolmurry, was slain on the

1 8th of May, by Niall Meirgeach, the son of

Maolmurry, son of Hugh.

Wet weather, unproductive corn, and a great

deal of nuts in this year.

The Parliament of Dublin was concluded this

year, and, above all things that were enacted in it,

the heirship of the earldom of Kildare was ratified

by the crown of England.

Owen Ultach (O'Dunlevey), the son of Donogh,

namely, the Doctor, died, and that Owen was a

doctor in learning, for he was the most accom-

plished of the medical doctors of Ireland in the

time he lived.

The official Mac Congail (Mac Connell), namely,

Owen Ballach, died on the festival day of St Brid-

get precisely.

Cormac, the son of Donal Mac Connell, died

on the 17th of March.

Five hundred Irishmen left Ireland to aid the

galloglass, who took the name of Merriman, and fought with

Mac Donnell ; after a fierce combat, in which Mac Doiinell was

wounded, Merriman's champion was at length slain, on which

captain Merriman himself, perceiving Mac Donnell to be exhausted

from his encounter with the swordsman, entered the lists sword

in hand. Mac Donnell bravely fought for some time against his

fre-h antagonist, but being weakened by his former wound, he was

at length slain, and his head being cut oti", was sent to Dublin,

placed on a pole, and exposed to i)ublic view.
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queen of England in the war of Flanders, and al-

though the most of them were lost in that countrj',

their fame and renown spread throughout Europe

as being distinguished for valom- and bravery.

A. D. 1587

The son of O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, the son

of Hugh, son of Manus, was taken prisoner by

the English, and the manner in which that cap-

ture occurred was thus : The Enghsh, along with

the lord justice Sir John Perrott, and the council

in general, became greatly afraid of the earl

O'Neill, i. e. Hugh, the son of Feardorcha, al-

though he had been submissive to them, through

the intrigues and complaints of O'Neill, namelj-,

Torlogh Luineach, the son of Niall Conaliach,

who was also in contention with him ; and on

account of Siobhan (Judith), the daughter of

O'Donnell, namely, of Hugh, the son of Manus,

who was the spouse of the earl of Tyrone. At one

time, however, the fame and renown of the fore-

mentioned youth, namely Hugh Roe, the son of

Hugh, spread throughout the five provinces of

Ireland, even before he had arrived at the age of

manhood, as being distinguished for wisdom, in-

tellect, personal figure, and noble deeds ; and all

persons in general said that he was tnily a prodigy,

and that, should he be allowed to amve at the age

of maturity, the disturbance of the whole island of

Ireland would arise through him, and through the

earl of Tyrone, should they be engaged on the one

side, and that they would caiTy the sway, being in

alliance with each other as we have before stated
;

so that it was for these reasons the lord justice and

the English of Dublin determined in their council

what kind of plot they should adopt respecting

that circumstance which they dreaded, and the

resolution they came to was to fit out in Dublin a

ship, with its crew, and a cargo of wine and spiri-

tuous liquors, and to send it by the left-hand side

of Ireland north eastward, as if it were they went

on traffic, and to take port in some harbour on the

coasts of Tirconnell. The ship afterwards came

with a fair wind from the west, without delay or

impediment, until it arrived in the old harbour of

Suilidh (Lough Swilly, in Donegal), exactly oppo-

site Rath Maolain (Rathmullen), a town which

had been formerly founded on the sea shore by

Mac Sweeney of Fanat, the hereditary marshal to

the lord of Tirconnell. This ship having been

moored there by her anchors, a party of the crew

came to land in a small boat, under the appearance

of traffic, and a semblance of peace and amity,

and they began to spy and observe, and to sell and
bargain with the people who were sent to them,

and they stated that they had wine and sti-ong

drink with them in their ship ; and when Mac
Sweeney and his people received intelligence of

this, they commenced buying and drinking the

wine until they were intoxicated. When the peo-

ple of the adjoining district heard of that ship, they

flocked from all quarters to it. The forementioned

Hugh Roe, who was then in his career of careless

simplicity, and on his youthful visit and amuse-

ment, happened then to be in the neighbourhood,

and the unthinking playfellows who were along

with him prevailed on him to go to that place

;

his imprudence indeed was excusable at that time,

for he had not then completed his fifteenth year,

and there was none of his experienced counsellors,

of his tutors, or of his professors along with him,

to direct him in his proceedings, or offer him ad-

vice. When the spies heard that he had come to

the town, they immediately returned back to their

ship ; this was perceived by Mac Sweeney, and

the chiefs in general, and they sent servants and

attendants for some wine to the ship for the guest

who had arrived ; the merchants said that they

had no more wine with them than what was neces-

sary for the crew ; and that they would let no

more from them to land for any person ; but,

however, that if a few chiefs would come to them

to their ship, they should get as much wine and

strong drink as they required. When this infor-

mation was communicated to Mac Sweeney, he was

ashamed of himself, so that the resolution he came
to was to bring Hugh along with him to the ship,

and having decided on that resolution, they went

into a small boat which was at the verge of the

strand, and they rowed it over to the ship ; having

been welcomed, they were conveyed down to a

cabin in the middle of the ship, without delay or

ceremony, and they were served and administered

to until they were cheerful and merrj-; while they

were regaled there, the hatch-door was closed be-

hind them, and their arms ha\ingbeen stolen from

them, the young son, Hugh Roe, was made apri-

4 c 2
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soner on that occasion. The report of that capture

having spread throughout the country in general,

they flocked from all parts to the harbour, to see

if they could devise any stratagem against those

who had committed that treacheiy, but that was

impossible, for they were in the depth of the har-

bour, after having weighed their anchor, and they

had neither shipsnor boatsattheircommandtobe re-

venged of them. Mac Sweeny of the Districts, in

common with all others came to the shore ; he

was foster-father to that Hugh, and he proffered

other hostages and sureties in lieu of him, but it

was of no avail to him, for there was not a hostage

in the province of Ulster they would take in his

stead. With respect to the shij), and the crew

which were in it, when they had procured the most

desirable to them ofthe inhabitants of the country,

they sailed with a full tide until they arrived at the

sea, and continued the course of passage by which

they had come, and landed in the harbour of Dub-

lin. His arrival after that manner was immediately

known all over they city, and the lord justice and the

council were delighted at his having come, although

indeed it was not for love of him, and they com-

manded to have him brought before them ; having

been accordingly brought, they discoursed and

conversed with him, scrutinizing and eliciting all

the knowledge of him they could for a long time

;

they at length, however, ordered him to be put in

a strong stone castle which was in the city, where

a great number of the noble sons of the Milesians

were in chains and captivity, as well as some of

the Fionn Ghaill (Normans or Enghsh), whose

chief subject of conversation both by day and

night was complaining to each other of their in-

juries and troubles, and treating of the persecu-

tions carried on against the noble and highborn

sons ofIreland in general."

The son of Mac Namara, of the western part of

Clan Cuilein, (barony of Bunratty in Clare),

namely, Cumeadha, the son of John, son of Teige,

son ofCumeadha, sonofCumara, son of John, died;

the wife of that Cumeadhea, namely, the daughter

ofEdmond, the son ofJames Mac Pierce, died.

A. D. 1587.
1 . Thecapture of Red Hugh O'Do7mell.—This circumstance is

mentioned as follows by Cox and MacGeogliegan : the lord deputy
sent a merchant vessel, under the command of a person named
John Bingham, who had on board tifty armed men, and a cargo of
wine and other merchandize ; having sailed to the coast of Donegal,
as above mentioned in the text, they cast anchor in Lough Swijly,
and having decoyed on board young Hugh O'Donnell and some

A. D. 1588.

Mac Sweeny of Banagh, namely, Niall Meir-

geach, the son of Maolmurry, son of Hugh, son of

Niall, was slain by Donogh, the son of Maolmurry

Meirgeach, son of Maolmurry, son of Niall, at

Doirinis, on the festival of St Bridget precisely.

The manner in which that happened was, that

after Bryan Oge had been slain, as we have before

stated, by Niall Meirgeach, Donogh and his fol-

lowers were expelled into Connaught by Niall also,

and having been for some time joined with the

English, and for some time with O'Neill, he, after

a long distant period, made an attack on Niall

Meirgeach, which Niall did not expect, for he

hoped that Donogh would not return to the coun-

try while he should live in it ; after Donogh had

been for three nights in the recesses and seques-

tered places of the country, he received intelligence

that Mac Sweeny was in the lower part of Boylagh,

and he sent spies to reconnoitre him, and they

brought back word to Donogh that he would

come up across the strand on the morrow ; he,

with all his forces, were prepared to attack him, so

that where they encountered each other was at the

forementioned Doirinis (in Donegal), and a fierce

conflict having ensued between them, Mac Sweeny,

with a great number of his followers and ofthe Clan

Sweeny of Munster, were slain there; Mac Sweeny

was beheaded, and his head was sent to Dublin
;

Donogh was then nominated the Mac Sweeny.

John Modardha, son of Hugh, son of Niall Oge

Mac Sweeny, was killed by a party of the followers

of Mac Sweeny, namely Donogh.

Hugh, the son of Niall Roe, son of Torlogh

Bearnach O'Boyle, tanist of Boylagh (in Done-

gal), died.

Donal, the son of Niall Roe, son of Niall O'Boyle,

and his son, were slain by Teige Oge, the son of

other chiefs, they treacherously made them prisoners, and carried

them off to Dublin. After being incarcerated for more than three

years in the Castle of Dublin, O'Donnell made his escape, but was

soon after retaken in AAicklow, and again imprisoned in the Castle,

from which he finally escaped, in about a year after, of which cir-

cumstances a full account is given at the years 1590 and 1592, in

these Annals.
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Teige, son of Torlogh O'Boyle, on Traigh Sain-

readhaigh, in Trian lochtar, precisely in harvest.

Calvach Oge, the son of Con, son of Calvach

O'Donnell, was slain by a party of the people of

Donal, the son of Hugh, son of Manus O'Donnell,

namely, by Manus Oge O'Sraithein, near the

river Finn.

Maolmurry, the son of Edmond, son of Maol-

murry, son of Donogh Mac Sweeny, was slain by

Niall Garv, the son of Con, son of Calvach O'Don-
nell.

The earl of Tyrone, namely, Hugh, the son of

Ferdorcha, son of Con Bacach, son of Con, mus-

tered a very great force to march against O'Neill,

i. e. Torlogh, and the earl did not halt until he

came, with his forces, across the rivers Mourne and

Derg, and halted at Carraig Leth (in Tyrone).

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh , the son of Manus, came to

join the earl, his relative by marriage, with a num-
ber of his forces, but, however, he did not come fully

prepared. O'Neill, i. e. Torlogh, collected and

mustered a great force in opposition to the earl and

O'Donnell ; those who joined O'Neill were Art

Oge, his son, with numerous retained troops

;

William Mussten (captain Mostin), the son of

Robert, with a company of soldiers, and a party of

the Clan Sweeny of Munster, with Murrogh-na-

Mart (of the Oxen), the son of Maolmurry, son of

Donogh, and many others besides ; Niall Garv,

and Hugh Mac-an Deaganaigh O'Gallagher, com-

monly called at that time Hugh, the son of the

Calvach O'Donnell, with the entire tribe of Cal-

vach, and with their followers, were joined and

united with O'Neill, and where they were was at

Caislen-na-Finne (Castlefin, in the barony of Ra-

phoe, county of Donegal). Some of his people were

entreating Hugh to make a nocturnal attack on the

earl, for the earl was preying and plundering the

country between those rivers, namely the Finn and

Mourne ; through pride and magnanimity he did

A. D. 1588,

1. The Sprinlih Armadii.—In 1588 Philip II., King of Spain,

who had been married to Mary, queen of England, irritated at the

assistance given by queen Elizabeth to the States of the Nether-

lands, in their revolt against Spain, i>repared a powerful naval ar-

mament for the invasion of England ; this immense fleet was
called tiie Invincible Armada, and consisted of 130 or 140 vessels,

65 of which were of great size, and called Galleons. The soldiers,

marines, and officers on board this fleet, amounted to about thirty

thousand men, and they had on board "2,431 pieces of artillery,

and vast treasures. This immense Armament, commanded by the

not consider that honourable, and said he surely

would not attack an earl in the darkness of night,

but that in the full clearness of the light of day he

would fight a fierce battle with him ; this he ful-

filled, for he attacked the earl on the morrow, and
defeated him, and an earl lost many people,

together with horses and much property in general,

which event took place on the I st of May.
Mac Geoghegan, lord of Kinel Fiacha (in West-

meath), namely, Conla, the son of Conor, son of

Laigne, son of Conla, son of Hugh, died, and
there was not since the times of old a man of the

race of Fiacha, the son of Niall (Niall of the Nine

Hostages), who was more lamented than he ; and
his son Bryan, and Niall the son of Rossa, were in

contention with one another about the lordship of

the country.

Owen Manntach, the son of Edmond, son of

Flann, son of Conor O'Heyne, lord of Hy Fiachra

Aidhne (in Galway), died, and his son, Hugh
Buighe, was appointed his successor ; the tanist of

the same countiy died, namely, Torlogh, the son

of Roderick, at Doire-Ui-Eidhin

A large fleet consisting of eight score ships

(160), came on the sea from the king of Spain this

year, and some say it was their intention to take

harbour, and land on the coasts of England, shoidd

they obtain an opportunity ; but in that they did

not succeed, for the queen's fleet encountered them
at sea, and took four of their ships, and the rest of

the fleet was scattered and dispersed along the

coasts of the neighbouring countries, viz., on the

eastern side of England, on the north eastern

shores of Scotland, and on the north western coast

of Ireland ; a great number of the Spaniards were

drowned in those quarters, their ships having been

completely wrecked, and the smaller portion of

them returned to Spain, and some assert that nine

thousand of them were lost on that occasion.'

The lord justice of Ireland, namely, Sir John

Duke de Medina Sidonia, sailed from Lisbon, in the latter end of

May, but was soon after dispersed by a violent storm near Cor-
unna ; the fleet, being refitted, again set sail for England, and
having arrived off Calais and Dunkirk, in August, they had some
engagements with the English and Dutch fleets, but the Spaniards

were defeated, and having met many disasters, they resolved to re-

turn to Spain by the northern seas, and sailed round the Orkney
Islands, where the fleet was overtaken by dreadful storms ; many
of their vessels were wrecked, and some driven far northwards,

and dashed to pieces on the rocks of Norway. About 30 of their

ships were driven to the shores of Ireland, in August and Septem-
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Perrott, went to England, and Sir William Fitz-

williain, having come to Ireland, succeeded him

as lord justice.

O'Deadhadh (0'Dea),i.e. Mahon, the son of

Loghlin, son of Roderick, son of Mun-ogh, son of

iVIahon Buiglie, lord of Kineal Fearmaic (barony

of Inchiquin, county of Clare), died.

William, the son of Donal, son of Awlave, i. e.

the doctor, son of Donogh O'Niallain (O'Ncillan),

was slain at the door of Mainistir Innsi by the sons

of O'Griobhtha, namely, the sons of John, son of

John, son of Teige, son of Loghlin.

The lord justice of Ireland, Sir William Fitz-

william ; the governor of the two provinces of

Conuaught, Sir Richard Bionggam (Bingham),

and the president of the two provinces of Munster,

Sir Thomas Norris, joined by the most of the men
of Ireland except those of the province of Ulster,

marched, with a great army, against O'Rourke

and Mac Sweeney of the Districts, who made
friendship and alliance with a portion of the men
of the Spanish fleet we have before mentioned.

Those forces (the English) spoiled eveiy thing

they found before them not belonging to the

queen's people, from the river Suck to Drowis (at

Bundrowis, in Leitrim), and from Drowis to the

river Finn (in Donegal) ; but, however, they neither

took nor endangered O'Rourke or Mac Sweeney

on that occasion. It was on that expedition that

O'Dogherty, namely, John Oge, the son of John,

sonof Felim, son of Conor Carrach, and O'Gal-

lagher i. e. Sir John, the son ofTuathalBalbh, were

taken prisoners ; the lord justice went to Dublin,

and the men of Ireland returned to their homes.

Hugh Mac-an-Deaganaigh O'Gallagher, com-
monly called Hugh, the son ofthe Calvach O'Don-
nell, was put to death by the Inghean Dubh, the

her, and 17 of tbera, which contained 5,394 men, were wrecked on
the coasts of Ulster and Connauglit, about the counties of Antrim,
Donegal, Sligo, Mayo and Galway. According to Smith, in his

History of Keny, 2 of them, containing 000 men, were wrecked
near the mouth of the Shannon, and 3 more, with about 800 men,
were wrecked near tlic bays of Tralee and Dingle, on the coast of
Kerry. Great numbers of the sliipwrecked soldiers, in various
places, were taken prisoners, and about 300 of them inhumanly put
to death, being hanged and beheaded by orderof the lord deputy sir

\Vm. Fitzwilliam. As the Spanish vessels contained much treasure,
some of which fell into the hands of the natives of the country, it

was claimed as the queen's prerogative, and the lord deputy Fitz-
william, says Cox, in his Hibernia Anglicana, " wishing to have a
finger in the pie" went to Ulster in November to look after it, to
the great charge of the queen and the country ; but it appears lie

did not succeed in getting much of the expected plunder, where-

daughter of James Mac Donnell, the wife

of O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh, the son of Manus

;

the manner in which she effected that kiUing

was as follows : Hugh was in alliance with

the faithful tribe of the Calvach O'Donnell, and

they were all conjointly in alliance with O'Neill,

namely, Torlogh Luineach, who was in contention

with O'Donnell, as well as with her relative by
marriage, the earl O'Neill, i. e. Hugh, the son of

Ferdorcha ; moreover, her dear brother Alexander

had been slain on a former occasion by Hugh Mac-
an-Deaganaigh, as we have before stated ; she had

many other causes of enmity towards him besides

that, and it was a heart-sickness and a sorrow of

mind to her not to be revenged of him for his pride

and arrogance ; she complained of her troubles

and injury to the Scottish soldiers, who were both

in their service and pay, and in attendance on her

in all places, so that they promised her they would

be prepared, at her command, to avenge their en-

mity on their enemies whenever they should fall in

with them. It happened unfortunately for Hugh
to come with arrogant boasting and haughty pride,

without considering of his treachery or criminality,

to where she was in Moj' Gaibhlin (in Donegal)

;

when he had come to the place, she spoke to her

friends the Scots, and told and entreated them to

fulfil what they had promised ; this was performed

for her, for they attacked the place in which Hugh
was, shooting at him with arrows and balls, until

they left him dead on the spot, and there were

also slain along with him the most endeared to

him of his faithful people.

The son of Mac Namara of the eastern ])art of

Clan Cuilein (barony ofTullagh, county of Clare),

namely Teige, the son of Donal Riavach, son of

Cumeadha, son of Donogh, son of Roderick, was

upon, says Cox, he grew so much enraged, that he imprisoned Sir

Owen O'Toole, and O'Dogherty of Donegal, both of whom were
well affected to the state ; the former he kept in prison during his

time, and the other be detained two years, until he was forced to

purchase his discharge. Some of the Spaniards who were ship-

wrecked entered into the service of Hugh O'Neill, and it is stated

by Cox and Mac Geoghegan, that one thousand of the Spaniards,

under Antonio de Leva, were hospitably received and relieved by
O'Rourke, lord of Leitrim ; but Bingham, the governor of Con-
naught, and others of the queen's officers, endeavoured to compel
him to give up their protection ; however, O'Rourke, and Mac
Sweeney of Donegal, bravely defended the Spaniards, and would

not surrender them, and the Spaniards having embarked to return

to their own country, the ship foundered, and they were all

drowned, in sight oftlie harbour, off the coast of Sligo.
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hanged in Galway. The son of O'Connor Roe

(of Roscommon), namely, the son of Teige Oge,

son of Teige Buighe, son of Cathal Roe, was also

hanged in Galway.

O'Kennedy Fionn (the Fair), namely, Bryan,

the son of Donal, sou of Donogh, died ; Anthony,

the son of Donogh Oge, son of Hugh, son of

Awlave, and the Giolla Dubh, son of Dermod,

son of Hugh, son of Roderick O'Kennedy (in

Ormond) were in contention and strife with each

other about the lordship, so that the manner in

which they made peace was to divide the lord-

ship in two between them, and confer the title

on Anthony.

A.D. 1589.

Maguire, i. e. Cuchonacht, the son ofCucho-

nacht, namely, the coarb, the son of Cuchonacht,

son of Brvan, son of Philip, son of Thomas, died

on the 17th of June ; he was a lord in conferring

presents on ecclesiastics, professors, learned men
and poets, and distinguished for his profound

learnins in Latin and Irish. After the death of

jMaguire, namely Cuchonacht, Conor Roe, the son

of Conor Maguire, considered that the lordship of

the country belonged to him, in regard to seniority,

but the other party were of opinion that the son

of Maguhe, i. e. Hugh, should be the lord after

his father, so that the}' were in contention with

each other in that manner. Hugh sent messengers

to his kinsman Donal, the son of Hugh, son of

Manus O'Donnell, although they had disputed be-

fore that time, entreating him to come to his aid

and relief, as was customary with his ancestors, to

assist the tribe of Philip, the son of Thomas Ma-
guire. There was not of the Tirconnallians at that

A.D. 1589.

2. Death nf Mac Mahon. In 1588, according to Cox, Fynes
Morrison, and Mac Geoohesan, Mac .Mahon, tliat is Hoss aliove-

nientioned in the text, lord of Monaghan, died, who in his life-

time had surrendered into the queen's hands his territory, held

under the Irish law of Tanistry, and received a re-grant of

it under the broad sea! of England to him and his heirs male, and

for default of such to his hrotlicr Hugli Roe Mac Mahon; but

Ross, dying without heirs male, his brother, Hugh Roe, came up
to tlie council at Dublin, that he might be settled in his inheritance,

hoping to be countenaTiced and cherislied as her majesty's paten-

tee, but he focmd that he could not he admitted 'till he had
promised to give fiOO cows, for " such" says Morrison, " and no

other, are the Irish bribes." Mac Mahon, however, was imprisoned,

but in a few days enlarged, with the promise that the lord deputy,

sir William Fitzwilliam, would himself go to settle him in his

time a person whose aid was more thought ofthan

that of Donal, for he was of great strength, and a

leader ofa battalion ; and it was not heard that he

had ever turned his back to his enemy in any

country. The commands of those messengers were

not slowly attended to by Donal, for he immedi-

ately mustered all his forces within his controul,

and he sent back the messengers to Hugh, to de-

sire him to meet them at Sciath-Gabhra-an-tSain-

ridh (Lisnaskea, near Enniskillen, where the Ma-
guires were inaugurated as lords of Fermanagh),

as expeditiously as he could ; he himself proceeded,

without delay or halting, through Tuath-Luirg

(barony of Lurg, in Fermanagh), along the margin

of Lough Erne, until he arrived at the foremen-

tioned plane. Conor Roe, with the chiefs of the

upper part of Fermanagh, came the previous day

to the same place, and left his notification there,

i. e. Leathas (documents), in order that the title of

lord might be conferred on him on the morrow.

Hugh came to that appointed place, and found

Donal O'Donnell before him ; when Donal re-

ceived intelligence that it was Conor who left the

notification which we have before mentioned, he

said that would profit him nothing, and that Hugh
should be his father's successor, so that it was

then at once his title of Flaith (prince or chief),

was conferred on Hugh Maguire by Donal O'Don-

nell and the chiefs of his country.

Mac Mahon, i. e. Rossa, the son of Art, son of

Brj'an-na-Moicheirghe, son of Redmond, son of

Glaisne, died ; Bryan, the son of Hugh Oge, son

of Hugh, son of John Buighe, lord of Dartiy of

Oirgiall ; IJiver, the son of Cu-uladh, lord of Far-

ney, and the brother ofthe deceased, namely, Hugh
Roe, were in contention with each other about the

lordship of the country.'

county of Monaghan, whither his lordship tooV his journey shortly

after, in company with Mae Mahon. " .« their first arrival" says

Morrison, " the gentleman was clapt in bolts, and within two days

after indicted, arraigned, and e.\ecuted, at his own house, all done

by such officers as the lord deputy brought with him for that pur-

pose ; he was found guilty by a jury of soldiers, but no gentlemen

or freeholders, and of them four English soldiers were suffered to

go and come at pleasure, but the others, being Irish Kerns, were

kept straight and starved 'till they found him guilty." The cause,

it is said, for which he was condemned was, that about two yi^ors

before he pretended a rent was due to liim out of Femey (Famey,
in Jl(maghan), and upon that pretence he levied forces, marched

into Femey, and made a distress for the same. Mac Mahon's ter-

ritory was divided between the marshal, sir Henry Bagnall, and

captain Henslow, who was made sencsclial of the county, and got

Mac Mahon 's chief house ; four also of the Mac Mahons got some
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Elenor, the daughter of the earl of Desmond;,

i.e. of James, the son of John, son ofThomas, son

of James, son of Gerald, who had been the wife of

O'Rourke, and the wife of the son of the earl of

Ormond, namely, of Edward, the son of James,

son of Pierce Roe, son of James, son of Edmond,

died.

The countess of the county of Clare, namely,

Una, the daughter ofTorlogh, the son ofMurtogh,

son of Donal, son of Teige, son of Torlogh, son of

Mun-ogh-na-Raithnighe (O'Brien), the wife of the

earl ofThomond, i. e. of Conor, the son of Donogh,

son of Conor, son ofTorlogh, son of Teige O'Brien,

died in Great Clare.

Donal Mac Congail (or Mac Connell, called

Donat Magonail in Ware), bishop of Raphoe, died

on the 29th of September.

Torlogh, the son of Teige, son of Conor, son of

Torlogh, son of Teige O'Brien, of Bel-Atha-an-

Chomhraic (in Clare), died ; and the person who

there died was much lamented.

Teige-an-Dunaidh, the son of Donogh, son of

Murtogh, son of Donogh, son of Murtogh, son of

the BaUach, the senior representative of Tuath-na-

Fearna, i. e. of Corcabaiscinn (Mac Mahon of

Clare), and of the tribe of the Ballach, died

;

there did not exist in his time so valiant a man in

his neighbourhood.

Cormac, the sou of Teige, son ofDermod, son of

Cormac (Mac Carthy of Coi'k), of Moy Laithimh,

died.

Manus, the son of Con, son of Calvach, son of

Manus, son of Hugh Duv O'Donnell, was killed

near the river Finn, on the 20th of September, by

John, the son of Manus Oge, son of Manus, son

of Huo-h Duv O'Donnell.

of the lands, under a yearly rent to the queen, and each of them
had to pay for their shares large bribes to the deputy Fitzwiliani,

according to Cox, of which they made a complaint to the council

of England. Morrison says, that on Mac Mahon's execution,

heartburnings and loathings of the English government began to

grow in the northern lords, and they shunned as much as they
could to admit any sheriffs or any English to live among them,
fearing similar practices ; and he also states that Evir Mac Colla
Mac Mahon offered the lord deputy Fitzwilliam seven thousand
cows to make him chief of Monaghan. Cox says, that from hence-
forward the Irish loathed sheriffs, as fearing that in time they
might all follow the fate of Mac Mahon, and, therefore, in the
great treaty near Dundalk, in January, 1695, they all desired to

be exempted from garrisons, sheriffs, and other officers.

Magulre of Fermanagh.—About this period, or a few years
after, Hugh Maguire, lord of Fermanagh, on learning that a sheriff

was to be sent into his county, desired of the lord deputy Fitz-

Donal, the son of Owen of the Lake Mac
Sweeny, the constable of Muskerry (in Cork), died;

the deceased was a man ofgood surety, and kept an

open house of hospitality, and was generally praised

by the English and Irish.

The Lower Burkes, from Tyrawly westward (in

Mayo), went on their guard, after having refused

to be under the controul of the governor sir Richard

Bingham. Master Brown, with a great number of

English and Irish soldiers, proceeded by command
of the governor across Bealach-an-Diotruibhe

westward, to attack those Burkes ; the Burkes

made an attack upon them, and when Master

Brown came to a close engagement, his soldiers

were defeated, and he himself was beheaded, to-

gether with Donal O'Daly, a gentleman who had the

command ofsomeofthe soldiers; andRedmondOge,
the son ofRedmond, son of John Burke-na-Beinne,

and also a great number of the soldiers along with

them. The power and pride of the Burkes in-

creased through that victory, and they became
more violent in their insurrection on account of it;

the tribe of Oliver, the son of John Burke of Ty-
rawly,went in alliance with them, and the O'Dowds
of Tireragh of the Moy ; they were joined by all

the Clan Donnell galloglasses ; by Murroghofthe

Battle-axes, son of Teige, son of Murrogh O'Fla-

herty, together with the O'Flahertys and Joyces
;

so that there was not one of note from the western

point of Erris (in Mayo), to Traigh Eothuile (near

Bally.sadare in Sligo), to Machaire Luighne, to Cor-

ran (both in Sligo), and to the Plain ofConnaught

(in Roscommon), that did not unite in opposition

to the governor (Bingham). Those insurgents

continued to devastate the province of Con-

naught by day and by night, during the spring.

William to let him know his ICric, that he might levy the fine on
his people, for that they would certainly kill the sheriff. But it

appears, from Cox and Mac Geoghegan, that a sheriff was after-

wards sent into Maguire's county, though Maguire alleged that he

had paid 300 beeves to the lord deputy, Fitzwilliam, as a bribe to

free Fermanagh from a sheriff during his time, but that, neverthe-

less, one captain Willis was appointed sheriff, and lie kept 200
followers, soldiers, idle women and boys, who preyed and plundered

the entire country. Maguire rose up in arms, routed them, and
drove them ail into a church, where, says Cox, he would have
murdered them, but for the earl of Tyrone (Hugh O'Neill), who
got their lives spared on condition that they should depart from the

country. When Maguire expelled the sheriff and his followers, the

lord deputy, says Morrison, sent the queen's forces to Fermanagh,
took the castle of Enniskillen from Maguire, and proclaimed him a
traitor.
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It was at that time that two sons of Murrogh ofthe

Battle-axes O'Flaherty, namely, Teige and Urun,

and a brother's son of Murrogh, i. e. Donal, the

son of Roderick O'Flaherty, went on a hostile ex-

pedition to the borders of Conmaicne and Machairc

Riavach (in Galway), on Easter night precisely
;

there were two or three hundred Diolmuineachs

(hired soldiers), on that expedition, and they began

to seize on much plunder and booty throughout

the country, in the early part of Easter Sunday,

and the people of the country in all directions

went in pursuit of them. On the night previous

to that one or two companies of soldiers came

privately and unperceived to guard the country,

and having heard the loud report of the ordnance,

and the clamour of the armed forces, on the fol-

lowing day they proceeded to a narrow pass,

which could not be easily taken or avoided, where

they lay in ambush for the Irish forces ; they

found Teige O'Flaherty advancing towards them,

in the front ofthe force, and his people in close rank

about him; the soldiers having fired volleys of balls

at the van of the Irish force,TeigeO'Flaherty, toge-

ther with Urun O'Flaherty, Teige Oge, the son of

Teige O'Flaherty, and a great number of his sup-

porters of the chiefs ofJoyce's Countrj', and of the

Clan Donogh, who were about him, were killed by
that discharge, and such of the Irish forces as were

not slain by the first volley, returned, without run-

ning or being alarmed,and were not followed beyond

that place. Edmond, the son of Murrogh of the

Battle-axes O'Flaherty, who was imprisoned in

Galway, was hanged in three days after Teige had

been killed ; and if those sons of Murrogh of the

Battle-axes O'Flaherty had not fallen, in conse-

quence oftheir plundering and insurrection against

the sovereign of England, their death after that

manner would have been a great loss.

Dermod Oge, the son of Dermod, son of Denis,

son of Dermod, son of Conor, i. e. the bishop of

Limerick (Cornelius O'Dea, bishop of Limerick

from A. D. 1400 to 1426, see Ware's Bishops), son

of Murrogh-an-Dana O'Dea, died, and was buried

inDisert-Tola(DysertO'Dea,in the barony of Inch-

iquin, county of Clare), at his own town in Triochad

Cead Kinel Fermaic,in the south of Dalgais.

A. D. 1590

The Burcaigh lochtaracha (the Lower Burkes

or the Burkes of Mayo), and the Clan Donnell

galloglasses, mustered and collected all the people

they could, as we have before mentioned, in the

harvest, and in the winter of this year, so that

there was not one of note from Corrsliabh-na-

Seaghsa (the Curlew mountains, on the borders of

Roscommon and Sligo), to the western point of

lorras, and of Umhal (the baronies of Erris, Bur-

rishoole, and Murrisk, in Mayo), that did not join

in that alliance.

The governor, Sir Richard Bingham, and the

earl of Thomond, namely, Donogh, the son of

Conor, son of Donogh O'Brien, marched with all

their forces, in the first month of this year, i. e. the

month of January, to attack the Burkes, and they

formed a numerous and clamorous camp of Kerns

at Cunga (Cong, in Mayo). The Burkes were

encamped opposite them on the western side, and

conferences were held between them, during a

fortnight, but they could not be pacified during

that time. At the end of that period the go-

vernor and the earl proceeded, with ten or twelve

companies, to go across Beilgibh inwai'ds, to visit

Tyrawley and Ems ; the Burkes marched in a

parallel direction with them, and contemplated to

encounter them at Bearnaigh-na-Gaoithe (the

Windy Gap, in the parish of Addergoole, barony of

Tyrawley, county of Mayo) ; but, however, they

did not do so, and the pass was let free to the go-

vernor and the earl ; it was on that expedition that

the foot, out from the joint, was taken off Mac
William Burke. The governor returned back to

Cong, and he. himself, the Burkes, and Clan Don-
nell, made peace with each other; and they de-

livered their hostages into the hands of the gover-

nor, and the governor went to the town ofAthlone,

and the men ofConnaught returned to their homes.

The governor marched with a very great force,

in the month of March, to attack O'Rourke ; that

army was so great, that the governor sent an im-

mense number ofhis captains, and of his companies,

to Slieve Cairpre, at the upper end of Muintir Eo-

luis (in Leitrim), and another portion ofthe officers

of his army proceeded to the bridge of Sligo, on

the western side, towards Brefney, and those forces

began to burn and devastate, to kill, and destroy

all before them in the country in general, until

they met each other. O'Rourke was expelled on

that expedition, and he received neither shelter nor

4 D
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protection until he amved in the Tuatha to Mac
Sweeney-na-dTuath (of the Districts, in Donegal),

namely Owen Oge, the son of Owen, son ofOwen,

son of Donal, and he remained with him to the end

of this year; and such of his people as did not go

into banishment came in and submitted to the

governor. Donal, the son of Teige, son of Bryan

O'Rourke, and Hugh Oge, the son of Hugh Gall-

da, were aiding the English to expel and banish

O'Roiu-ke. The country, both waste and inha-

bited, was under the controul of the governor, to

the following festival of St. Michael, until Tiarnan

Baun, the son of Bryan, son of Owen O'Rourke,

and Bryan Oge-na-Samthach, the son of that

O'Rourke, who had been expelled, came to the

countiy about Michaelmas ; these, and the tribes

of Brefney and Muintir Eoluis (the Mac Rannalls

of Leitrim), and the O'Rourkes, who were before

them in the country, went in opposition to the

governor, and they continued spoiling all that was

under the power of the English, in every direction

they went, to the end of this year. A great fortress,

the like of which had not been constructed for a

long time, was made by the governor, between

Loch-Ce and Loch-Arbhach (Loch Kea, in Ros-

common, and Loch Arrow in Sligo).

The son of O'Neill, i. e. Hugh Geimhleach, the

son of John Dongaileach, son of Con Bacach, son

of Con, son of Henry, son of Owen, was hanged

by the earl of Tyrone, namely, by Hugh, the son

of Feardorcha, son of Con Bacach ; there was not

a man of his age for a long time, of the race of

Eogan, son of Niall, who was more lamented than

that Hugh.

The son of O'Donnell, i. e. Donal, the son of

Hugh, sonof Manus, son of Hugh Duv, son of

Hugh Roe, son of Niall Garv, son of Torlogh of the

Wine, began to supersede his father, after he had

become feeble and helpless, and after his other son

had been imprisoned in Dubhn, so that Donal

brought all those from the mountain westward, in

Tirconnell, under his power and controul, viz. from

Barnus to Drowis (from Barnusmore mountain

to Bundrowes, in Leitrim), the people of Boylagh

and Banagh (the O'Boyles of Boylagh, and Mac
Sweeneys of Banagh). It was a great tribulation

and a torment of mind to the daughter of James
Mac Donnell, that Donal should have made that

declaration, lest he might assume the government

of Tirconnell in opposition to her son, Hugh Roe,

who was then imprisoned in Dublin, whenever
God might allow him to return from his incarcera-

tion, so that it was on that account she mustered

all those of the Tirconnallians who were faithfully

obedient to her, namely O'Dogherty and his forces
;

Mac Sweeney ofthe Districts, i. e. Owen Oge, with

his force; Mac Sweeney Fanat and his forces,

together with a great number of the Scots.

When Donal O'Donnell received intelligence of

those forces being mustered to march against him,

he collected his force to meet them ; those who
joined with him were Mac Sweeney of Banagh,

namely Donogh, the son of Maolmurry, and a

party of the Clan Sweeney of Munster, together

with the three sons of Owen, the son of Maol-

muriy, son of Donogh, son of Torlogh, (Mac

Sweeney), with their forces, and O'Boyle, i.e. Teige

Oge, the son of Teige, son of Torlogh, with all

his forces. The place where the son of O'Donnell

happened to be was in the west of Tir Boghaine

(Banagh), on the eastern side of Gleann. C. C.

(Glencolumlcille, in the barony of Banagh), with

those chiefs along with him. The other party did

not halt until they came to oppose them at that

place, and a fierce battle was fought between them

;

the Scots shot forth a shower of an'ows from their

flexible bows, with which an immense number was

pierced and wounded by them, on the 14th of Sep-

tember, and of those was the son of O'Donnell

himself, by which he was disabled from using arms

or fighting, so that he was slain there at Doire Lea-

than (Derrylaghan), near the harbour of Teiliond

(Telen Harbour, in Donegal). Seldom ever, before

that time, had his enemies been victorious, al-

though the persons by whom he was slain had not

been actually his enemies until they encountered

on that occasion ; and although that Donal was

not the rightful heir to the patrimony, it would

be no dishonour for Tirconnell to appoint him over

it, had it been ceded to him. There were slain in

that conflict, along with Donal, those three sons of

Owen, the son of Maolmurry, son of Donogh,

together with two hundred on the side of Donal.

Walter Ciotach Burke, the son of John, son of

OUver, died, after having made peace with the

English.

Mac Coghlan (of King's county), i. e. John, the

son of Art, son of Cormac, died ; and there was
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uot a man of his estate, of the race ofCormac Cas,

whose mansions, castles, and good dwelling houses,

were better arranged, or more comfortable than

his ; and his son, John Oge, was appointed his

successor,

Maolroona, the son of Calvach, son of Donogh,

son of John O'CarroU, died.

Fitz-Maurice of KeiTy,' i. e. Thomas, the son of

Edmond, son of Thomas, son of Edmond, died
;

he was the best purchaser of wine, horses, and

A. D. 1590.

1. FUzmaitrice of Kerry.—An account has been given at pp.

180, 528 of the Fitzniaurices, earls of Kerry, who were descended
from Raymond le Gros, the celebrated Anglo-Norman warrior

who came to Ireland with Strongbow. Thomas Fitzmaurice,

above mentioned, according to Lodge's Peerage, was son of Ed-
mond, the 1 0th baron of Lixnaw, in Kerry, by Una, or Winnifred,

daughter of Teige or Torlogh Mac Mahon, lord of Corcabascin in

Clare. After several of his brothers and relatives had been barons,

he succeeded as the 16th lord of Lixnaw. When a young man he
served at Milan, and other parts of Italy, under the emperors of

Germany ; on tlie death of his brother Gerald, the loth baron,

another Gerald Fitzmaurice, supposed to be the next heir male,
took possession of the lordship, and held it about a year, when
Joan Harman, who had been nurse to the lord Thomas, though
then very old, resolved to go in search of him, and, accompanied
by her daughter, took ship at Dingle, sailed to France, and, pro-

ceeding to Milan, she acquainted lord Thomas of her errand, and
died on her return home. Lord Thomas came to Ireland, and
aftar some opposition, succeeded to his title and estates in 1552,
and was styled lord of Kerry, and captain of his nation. In 1581,
he for some time was joined with Gerald, earl of Desmond, in the

war against Elizabeth, but afterwards became reconciled to the

government; he died at Lixnaw, on the 16th of December, 1590,
in the 80th year of his age, and was buried in the tomb of bishop

Philip Stack, in the cathedral of Ardfert, as governor John Zouch,
who then kept a garrison in the abbey, refused him burial in the

tomb of his ancestors. This Thomas Fitzmaurice was a man of

great valour and accomplishments, and, according to Lodge, he

was the handsomest man of that age, and of such great strength,

that not three men could be found in Kerry able to bend his bow.
His son, Patrick Fitzmaurice, by a daughter of James, earl of

Desmond, succeeded as baron of Lixnaw, and joined the Munster
chiefs in the war against Elizabeth ; he died in 1600, and was
succeeded by his son Thomas, by Jane, daughter of David Roche,
lord of Fermoy. This Thomas, baron of Lixnaw, and lord of

Kerry, was a commander of note in Munster in the war against

Elizabeth, and joined the forces of Red Hugh O'Donnell, who
came to assist the Spaniards at the siege of Kinsale.

2. The Mac DonnelU of Antrim.—An account has been given

at pp. 22, 417, in these notes, of the Mac Donnells of Antrim and
the Hebrides, who were originally descended from the Irish race

in Ulster, called Clan Colla ; some of their ancestors, of the tribe

of Clan Colla, having gone from Ulster in remote times, settled in

Scotland, chiefly in Argyle, and the Hebrides, and, according to

Lodge's Peerage on the Mac Donnells earls of Antrim, they became
the most numerous and powerful clan in the Highlands of Scotland,

where they were generally called Mac Donalds. In the reign of

Malcolm IV., king of Scotland, in the 12th century, Somerled,
Samhairle, or Sorley Mac Donnell, was Thane of Argyle, and his

descendants were styled lords of the Isles or Hebrides, and lords

of Cantyre, and were allied by intermarriages with the Norwegian
earls of the Orkneys, Hebrides, and Isle of Man. The Mac Don-
nells continued for many centuries to make a conspicuous figure in

the history of Scotland, as one of the most valiant and powerful

clans in that country. Some chiefs of these Mac Donnells came
to Ireland, in the beginning of the 13th century ; the first of them
mentioned in these Annals beuig the sons of Randal, son of Somer-

goods, of any man of his rank and patrimony in the

most part of Leath-Mogha at that time ; and Pa-

trick, his heir, was then in imprisonment in Dublin.

O'Loghliu (of BuiTen, in Clare), i. e. Anthony,

the son of Malachy, son of Roderick, son of Ana,

died; and his son Rossa, and his grand.son An-
thony, were in contention with each other about

succeeding him.

Sorley Buighe, the son ofAlexander, son ofJohn
Cathanach Mac Donnell, died. ^

led, the Thane of Argyle above mentioned, and they, accompanied
by Thomas Mac Uchtry, a chief from Galloway, came, in A. D.
1211, with 7G ships and powerful forces, (^Dyrry; they plun-

dered several parts of Derry and Donegal, aM fresh forces of these

Scots having arrived at various periods, they made some settle-

ments in Antrim, and continued their piratical expeditions along
the coasts of Ulster. The Mac Donnells settled chiefly in those

districts called the Routes and Glynnes, in the territory of ancient

Dalriada, in Antrim, and they had their chief fo/tress at Dunluce,
They became very powerful, and formed alliances by marriage
with the Irish princes and chiefs of Ulster, as the O'Neills of
Tyrone and Clannaboy, the O'Donnells of Donep;al, the O'Kanes
of Derry, the Mac Mahons of Blonaghan, &c. 'The Mac Donnells
carried on long and fierce contests with the Mac Quillans, power-
ful chiefs in Antrim, whom they at length totally vanquished in

the 16th century, and seized on their lands, and f heir chief fortress

of Dunseverick, near the Giant's Causeway Many distinguished

chieftains of the Mac Donnells are mentioned in the course of
these Annals ; they were celebrated commanders of galloglasses

•in Ulster and Connaught, and make a remarkable figure in Irish

history, in the various wars and battles, from the 13th to the 17 th

century, and particularly in the reign of Elizabeth ; they are some-
times called Clan Donnells, and by some of the English writers

Mae Connells. The Mac Alustrums, or Mac Allisters, of Scotland
and Ireland, were a branch of the Mac Donnells, and took their

name from one of their chiefs named Alastrum, or Alexander;
and as the name Sandy, or Saunders, is a contraction of Alexan-
der, some of them have anglicised their names to Saunderson.
The Mac Sheehys, according to Lodge, were also a branch of the
Mac Donnells, who came from Scotland to Ireland, and they also

were celebrated commanders of galloglasses, particularly in Mun-
ster, under the Fitzgeralds, earls of Desmond. The Mac Don-
nells generally fought in alliance with the Irish, as the O'Neills,

O'Donnells, &c., and also along with the Burkes of Connaught,
against the English, but very frequently there were fierce contests

between the Mac Donnells and the Irish chiefs. Tlie Sorley Buighe,
above mentioned, was son of Alexander Mac Donnell, by a daugh-
ter of O'Kane, and Sorley makes a remarkable figure in Ulster for

a period of about 20 years ; he was mostly joined with the Irish

chiefs in the war against Elizabeth, but he afterwards became re-

conciled to the government, and his son, sir Randal, was created

earl of Antrim by king James I., and that title has been since

held by the family of Mac Donnell. The following passage is

taken from a document which has been kindly furnished by W. D.
Ferguson, Esq., barrister, Dublin, a learned gentleman; it is en-

titled A Discourse made by Mr. Tremayne, in the reign of king

James I., touching grants of lands made by queen Elizabeth to the

Scots of the GlJ^mes and Routes in Antrim :
—" It is to be thought

a very dangerous matter, for if it be granted that of all the access

of the Scots is the head and maintenance of rebellion in that realm,

what ean be more perilous than to plant them in that place along

the sea coast that is most apt and the very receptacle to receive

them thither. If, therefore, they must needs be placed there, it

were good they were divided of sundry septs, and not too much
granted to any one ; that there were many freeholders and strait

covenants devised against the receiving of any number of Scots

into that territory."

4 D 2
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Owen Mac Andeaganaigh (a family name an-

glicised to Dean), died.

Hugh Roe O'Donnell, having been incarcerated

in DubUn for three years and three months, was

greatly grieved in mind at being in cruel captivity

after that manner ; and it was not on his own ac-

count, but on account of the dire bondage in which

his country and native land, his friends and rela-

tives, were placed, in every quarter throughout

Ireland ; he was also meditating in his mind on

what means of escape he could find, but that was

not an easy matter for him, for he was put every

night into a gloomy cell in the castle, to be secured

until the following morning. That castle was so

situated, that it was completely surrounded with a

broad and very deep trench full of water, over

which was a narrow wooden bridge, directly before

the door of the fortress, and a stern party of the

English inside and outside about the door, strictly

guarding it, so that none could go in or come out

without permission ; but, however, there is no

guarding that an advantage may not be ultimately

obtained of it. Hugh, with a number of his com-

panions, were, in the end of winter precisely, in

the beginning of night, together, before they had
been p\it into the strong cells in which they were

every night, and they took with them a very long

rope, to the window which was accessible to them,

by which the fugitives descended, until they

alighted on the bridge which was before the door of

the fortress. There was a thick iron chain at-

tached to the door, for persons to pull it out to

them in shutting it, and they thrust a strong ])iece

of wood, as thick as filled the hand, through the

chain to prevent them from coming out of the for-

tress, to pursue them suddenly. There was a

young man of Hugh's faithful people in waiting

for their escape, who met them when they came out,

and had two well tempered swords under his gar-

ment, which he delivered into the hands of Hugh,
who gave one of these swords to a brave warrior of

the Lagenians, Ai't Cavenagh, who was near,

and he was experienced in battle, and a subduer in

conflict. As to the guards, they did not at the

time notice the escape, but when they discovered

it, they immediately rushed as fast as they possibly

could to the door of the castle, for they hoped to

encounter them in conflict ; after they had come to

the door, they found it impossible to open it, so

that they began to call to them the people who
lived in the houses opposite the door on the other

side of the street, and when those came at that

call, they took out the piece of wood which was in

the chain, and let open the door to the people of the

castle, who, along with a great party of the citizens,

went in pursuit of those persons who had escaped

from them ; but that was of no avail to them, for

they had been outside the walls of the town before

they were missed, as the gates of the regal city

were open to them at that time, and they had ar-

rived at the foot of the mountain which lay before

them, -viz., the Slieve Roe (the Red Mountain, on

the borders of Dublin and Wicklow) ; fear did not

permit them to proceed on the common road, and

they did not stop in their course until they crossed

the forementioned Slieve Roe, after a fatiguing

journey and flight. As they were wearied and

tired, they proceeded to a thick sequestered wood,

which lay before them, in which they remained

till morning, when they prepared to depart, for they

did not think it safe to stop in the wood, as they

were in dread of being pursued ; but, however,

Hugh was not able to proceed with his companions,

for his fair and tender feet were torn by the furze

of the mountain, as his shoes had fallen ofi^ after

they were completely ripped by the wet, which

they did not receive till then. It was great grief

to his companions that they could not bring him

any further with them, and they bade him farewell,

and left their blessings with him. He sent his

servant to a certain geiltleman of the clans of the

province of Leinster, who lived in a castle m the

neighbourhood, to try if he would defend or protect

him ; his name was Felim O'Toole, and he was a

friend of Hugh previous to that, as he thought,

for he had gone to visit him at one time in the

prison in which he was in Dublin, and they res-

pectively confirmed their friendship with each

other. The messenger proceeded to Felim's place,

and related to him the cause of his coming, and he

received him in a friendly manner, and promised

he would do every good in his power for Hugh
;

but, however, his friends and relatives did not re-

commend him to conceal him, being in dread of

the punishment of the Enghsh. It was afterwards

discovered by those who had gone in pursuit of

him, as we have before stated, that he was in the

wood, and those pursuers having heard that, went
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in pursuit of him with their troops. As FeUm was

sure that he would be found, the resolution that

he and his kinsmen came to was, that they them-

selves should take him prisoner, and bring him
back to the council in the city ; they accordingly

did so, and when they came to Dublin, the council

were rejoiced at their coming to them, and they

considered it of little avail and consequence that the

other hostages andprisonershadescapedfromthem

;

he was put into the same prison again, and iron

fetters were bound on him as tightly as possible,

and they watched and guarded him as closely as

they could. His escape, after that manner, and

his recapture, was generally heard of throughout

the entire land of Ireland, and a great gloom came

over the Irish on account of that event {See notes at

A. D. 1587 and 1592).

A.D. 1591.

O'Rourke, i. e. Bryan-na-Murtha, the son of

Bryan Ballach, son of Owen, son of Tiarnan, son

of Teige, son of Tiarnan More, had been expelled,

as before stated, into Tirconnell, to the Tuatha,

(Districts), where he remained upwards of a year

with Mac Sweeny, i. e. Owen Oge. He went

after that to Scotland, in the hope of receiving

protection or relief from the king of Scotland ; a

party of the queen's people, having taken him.

A.D. 1591.

1. Death of O'Jtourke.—The above mentioned Bryan O'Rourke,
lord of West Brefney or Leitriiu, was called by the Irish Brian-

na-Murtha, signifying Bryan of the Bulwarks, from some fortresses

he had erected durinp; his battles with the English. He was a

celebrated chieftain, distinguished for his fine person, valour, mu-
nificence, and hospitality ; during a period of many years he
maintained his independence, and fought various battles with the

Englisli forces, under sir Nicholas Malby and sir Richard liing-

hara, governors of Counaught. He was particularly remarkable
in his protection of the Spaniards, who had been wrecked in the

Armada, as before mentioned, at the year 1588, and this drew on
him the venceance of the governor Bingham, who made many
charges of iuipeachment against him, amongst others that he had
caused the picture of queen Elizabeth to be tied to a horse's tail,

and dragged in derision through his territory. After many con-
flicts with the English under Bingham, who was assisted by the

earl of Clanrickard, O'Rourke's forces, and those of his ally Mac
Sweeney of Donegal, were at length defeated, and, unable to main-
tain his position, O'Rourke went to Scotland, with the hope of
raising some auxiliaries to recover his territory ; but king James
VI,, afterwards James I. of England, who then appeared to be on
friendly terms with the Irish, in violation of the rights of hospi-

tality, says Mac Geoghegan, ordered O'Rourke to be seized, and
had him sent a prisoner to England, to conciliate the favour of

queen Elizabeth. O'Rourke, after l^eing confined for some time
in the Tower, was tried at Westminster, in 1591, and being con-

demned for treason, he was hanged and beheaded at Tyburn,
displaying at his execution the most undaunted courage, firmness,

and magnanimity. Bryan O'Rourke was the last prince of Brefney,

conveyed him to England, and to London, where

he remained imprisoned for some time till the fol-

lowing November Term ; having been tried by
law, he was condemned to death, and was
hanged beheaded, and quartered. The death

of that Bryan was one of the greatest losses the

Irish sustained, for there had not lived of his family

for a long time a person more eminent for boimty,

good hospitality, excellence, gi\'ing rewards for

laudatory poems, liberality, conviviality, mildness,

circumspection, maintaining the field of battle,

defending his patrimony, and protecting strangers,

till his death on that occasion.'

Murrogh, the son of Conor, son of Torlogh, son

of Teige, son of Torlogh, son of Bryan of the Bat-

tle of Nenagh O'Brien, died at Cathair Mionain,

on the 25th of February, and was buried at Kilfe-

nora (in Clare).

Margaret, the daughter of Donal, the son of

Conor, son of Torlogh, son of Teige, son of Tor-

logh, son of Bryan of the Battle of Nenagh O'Brien,

the wife of Torlogh, the son of Bryan, soti of

Donogh Mac Mahon, died at Kill-Mec-Dubhain

(Kilmacduane, in Clare), and was buried on Inis-

cathaidh (Inniscattery Island, near the mouth of

the Shannon) ; and her sister Aine, the wife of

Torlogh Roe, the son of Teige, son of Murrogh,

son of Teige Roe Mac Mahon, died.

for though other chiefs of note came after him, none of them was

able to exercise power and authority as in ancient times;

he lived at his castle of Dromahaire, in a style of great munifi-

cence, and hospitality, and his memory was long celebrated by the

Irish Bards. Many distinguished chiefs of the O'Rourkes, princes

and lords of West Brefney, or Leitrim, are mentioned in the course

of these Annals. Teige O'Rourke, son of the above Bryan, was a

commander of note in the war against Elizabeth, and, in 1.599,

fought with great bravery in conjunction with Red Hugh O'Don-

nell, and other chiefs, at the battle of the Curlew Mountains, in

Roscommon, where the English forces were defeated with great

loss, and their commander, sir Conyers Clifford, slain. Teige died

about the year 160G, and was succeeded by his son Bryan, who,

about the year 1615, being summoned to appear before the privy

council at Hampton Court, the duke of Buckingham required him

to submit to the plantation of his estates, that is to liave them

colonised by British settlers ; O'Rourke refused to do so, on which

he was sent to the Tower, where he was confined upwards of 30

years, during wliich time his estates were confiscated, and trans-

ferred to British settlers ; Villiers, duke of Buckingham, and the

Scottish family of Hamilton, got the principal part of O'Rourke's

lands. In the great insurrection of 1641, sir Owen O'Rourke, at-

tempting to recover the estates of his ancestors, had many engage-

ments with the English settlers, and seized several of their castles
;

but by the Cromwellian confiscations, the ancient race of O'Rourke

lost tiie remaining portion of the lands of their ancestors. At p.

76, in the note on Brefney, an account has been given of several of

the Counts O'Rourke, distinguished in the military service of

France, Austria, Russia and Poland.
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Donogh, the. son of Mun-ogh Roe, son of Brj'an,

son of Teige, son of Torlogh, son of Bryan of the

Battle of Nenagh, died on the 8th of February.

WilUam Burke, the son of John, son of Oliver,

son of John, was killed by a gentleman of his own

adherents, namely, by Alexander, the son of Hugh
Buighe Mac Donnell.

The son of Mac Wilham Burke, namely, Wal-

ter of the Blows, the son of Rickard, son of John

ofthe Termon, son of Myler, was killed in a noc-

turnal attack by a party of his own near relatives

and kindred, aided by some of the Clan Don-

nells.

O'Boyle, i. e. Torlogh Roe, the son of Niall,

son of Torlogh, the most eminent of any that lived

of his tribe for a long time, the supporting pillar of

learned men and strangers, a man who increased

the lands of the church and professors, the Guaire

of his tribe in generosity and hospitaHty, the

maintainer of the indigent and helpless, died in his

own fortress, about the festival of St. Bridget, and

was buried with solemnity at Donegal, in the

burial place of his ancestors.

A.D. 1592,

O'Conor Roe, i. e. Teige Oge, the son of Teige

Buighe, son of Cathal Roe, was hanged at the

session of Roscommon, in the month of January,

on account of the crimes of his sons, who were

engaged in plundering and insurrection against the

crown of England ; and he was at that time in an

aged, feeble, and blind condition, although he got

his death after that manner.

Mac Dermott of Moylurg, namely Bryan, the

son of Roderick, son of Teige, son ofDermod, died

in the month of November, and the death of that

man was the more to be lamented, as there was not

the like of him of the Clan Maolroona (the tribe-

name of the Mac Dermotts, princes of Moylurg, in

Roscommon), to assume the government as his

successor.

Mac Namara Riavach, lord of the eastern part

of Clan Cuilein, namely, Donal Riavach, the son

of Cumeadha, son of Donogh, son of Roderick, son

of Mac Conchean More, died on the 11th of

Febi-uary ; and he was a warlike, commanding,
bountiful, humane man.
A gentleman of Siol Aodha (the tribe name of

the Mac Namaras of Clare), died in the same

month, namely, John-na-nGeimhleadh (of the

Chains), Mac Namara, the son of Mahon, son of

Hugh.

More, the daughter of Donogh, the sop ofJohn,

son of Maolroona-na-Fesoige (of the Beard), son

of Teige O'Carroll, the wife of Mac I-Brien of

Ara (in Tipperai-y), died ; she was a woman who
spent her time well, and departed the M^orld with-

out reproach or rebuke.

Cathaleen, the daughter of Donal, the son of

Fingin, son of Dennod-an-Dunaidh Mac Carthy,

the wife of Teige, the son of Cormac Oge, son of

Cormac, son of Teige Mac Carthy, a sensible,

pious, charitable and hospitable woman, died after

having gained the victory over the world and the

devil.

The son of O'Meagher, i. e John of the Glen,

the son of Thomas, died.

All the Burkes in alliance with Mac William,

and their adherents, went on their guard, and the

governor. Sir Richard Bingham, having received

intelligence of it, he proceeded into the county of

Mayo, so that all the castles of the countiy, both

perfect and dismantled, were under his controul,

viz., Dun-na-Mona (Dunnamone, in the barony of

Carra), Cuil-na-gCaisiol (in the barony of Kil-

maine), An-Ghaoisideacht (in Carra), and Cluain-

in. The Bm"kes attacked the governor at Cuil-

na-gCaisiol, but they, on their return, sustained

more loss than the governor. The governor after

that sent large forces of companies of English and

Irish in search of those Burkes, who were in insur-

rection and plundering, along the rugged-topped

hills, and the bush)', close, and intricate woods
;

they had not been long in that search, when they

retui'ned to the governor with great booty, and a

capture of prisoners, of women and men, and of a

great number of cows and horses. The Burkes,

after that, came and suiTendered to the governor,

excepting Mac-Deamhain-an-Chorrain, namely,

Richard, the son of Rickard. The governor took

possession of all the castles ofthe country for him-

self, by authority of the sovereign, and he left

John Bingham, and companies of his own to

guard them.

Red Hugh, the son of Hugh, son of Manus
O'Donnell, remained in imprisonment and in

chains in Dublin, after his former escape, tiU the

winter of this year. He and his fellow prisoners.
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Henry and Art, the sons of O'Neill, i. e. of John,

ha\-ing been together in the early part of the night,

got an opportunity of the guards before they had

been brought to the dining-room, and haxdng taken

off their fetters, they afterwards went to the pri\y,

ha\'ing with them a very long rope, by which the

fiigitives descended through the pri\'y, until they

reached the deep trench wliich surrounded the

castle ; they afterwards gained the opposite side,

and mounted the side of the trench. There was

a trusty servant, who was in the habit of visiting

them, to whom they disclosed their intention, and

he met them at that time to direct them ; they

then proceeded through the streets of the city in-

discriminately with others, and no one took notice

of them more than of any other persons, for the

people of the town did not stop to make their ac-

quaintance that time, and the gates of the city

were open. They afterwards passed thi'ough every

intricate and difficult place, until they arrived on

the open plain of Slieve Roe (the Red Mountain,

on the borders of Dublin and Wicklow), by which

Hugh, in his first escape, had passed. The
darkness of the night, and the swiftness of their

flight, tlu"ough dread of being pm'sued, separated

the oldest of them from the others, namely, Henry
O'Neill. Hugh was the youngest of them in

age, although he was not so in noble deeds.

They were much grieved at Heniy's sejjaration from

them, but, however, they continued their progress,

led on by then- own man. The night was dropping

snow, so that it was not easy for them to walk,

for they were without clothes, or outside coats,

ha-\ang left their upper garments in the privy

through which they had come. Art (O'Neill),

became more exhausted by the hasty journey than

Hugh, for it was a long time since he had been

incarcerated, and he became very corpulent from

the length of his residence in the prison ; it was

not so with Hugh, he did not exceed the age of

boyhood, neither did he cease in growth, or be-

come corpulent, and his pace and progress were

quick and active. When he perceived that Art

became exhausted, and that his pace was slow^ and
tardy, he requested him to put his hand on his

own shoulder, and the other hand on the shoulder

of the servant, and they proceeded in that manner
until they crossed the Red mountain ; after which
they were fatigued, and wearied, and they could

not bring Art farther mth them ; and since they

could not convey him with them, they stopped there,

and stayed under the shelter of a high projecting

rock, which stood before them. Having remained

there, they sent the servant with word to Glenma-
lure (in Wicklow), where dwelt Fiacha Mac Hugh
(O'Byrne), who was then at war with the English;

that glen was an impregnable stronghold, and a

great number of the prisoners ofDublin, when they

made their escape, were m the habit of proceeding

to that glen, for they considered themselves secure

there until they returned to their countries. When
the sen'ant arrived at the place of Fiacha, he related

to him his message, and the condition he left the

persons in,who had fled from the city, and that they

would not be overtaken aUve unless they came to

reheve them at once. Fiacha immediately com-

manded a number of his friends whom he could

rely on to go to them, one man bearing food, ano-

ther ale and mead. They accordingly proceeded,

and an-ived at the place where the men were ; but,

alas, unhappy and uncomfortable were they on

their arrival, for the manner in which they were

was that their bodies were covered, as it were, in

beds of white hail-stone, like blankets, which were

frozen about them, and congealed their thin light

dresses, and then" thin shirts of fine linen, to their

skins and their moistened shoes and leathern cover-

ings to their legs and feet, so that they appeared

to the people who came as if they were not actually

human beings, having been completely covered

with the snow, for they found no life in their mem-
bers, but they were as if dead ; they took them up

from where they lay, and requested them to take

some of the food and ale, but they were not able to

do so, for every drink they took they cast it up im-

mediately, so thatArt at length died,and was buried

in that place. As to Hugh, he afterwards took

some of the mead, and his faculties were restored

after drinking it, except the use of his feet alone,

for they became dead members, without feehng,

having been swelled and blistered by the frost and

snow. The men then carried him to the glen which

we have mentioned, and he remained in a private

house, in the hidden recesses of a wood, under cure,

until a messengercameprivatelj'to inquire after him

from his brother-in-law, the earl O'Neill. After

the messenger had come to him, he prepared to de-

part, and it was difficult for him to go on thatjour-
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ney, for his feet could not be cured, so that another

person should raise him on his horse, and take him

between his two hands again when alighting.

Fiacha sent a large troop ofhorse with him by night,

until he should cross the river LifTey, to defend him

against the guards who were looking out for him
;

for the English of Dublin received intelligence that

Hugh was in Glenmalure, so that it was therefore

they placed sentinels at the shallow fords of the

river, to prevent Hugh and the prisoners who had

fled along with him from crossing thence into the

province of Ulster. The men who were along

with Hugh were obliged to cross a difficult deep

ford on the river Liffey, near the city of Dublin,

which they passed unnoticed by the English, until

they arrived on the plain of the fortress. He was

accompanied by the persons who had on a former

occasion forsaken him after his first escape, namely,

Felim O'Toole and his brother, in conjunction with

the troops who were escorting him to that place,

and they ratified their good faith and friendship

with each other ; after bidding him farewell, and

giving him their blessing, they then parted with

him there. As to Hugh O'Donnell, he had none

along with him but the one young man of the peo-

ple of Hugh O'Neill who went for him to the

celebrated glen, and who spoke the language ofthe

foreigners (the English), and who was also in the

habit of accompanying the earl, i. e, Hugh O'Neill,

whenever he went among the English, so that he

knew, and was familiar with every place through

which they passed. They proceeded on their two

very swift steeds, along the direct course of the

roads of Meath, until they arrived on the banks

of the Boyne, before morning, a short dis-

tance to the west of Drogheda ; but they were

in dread to go to that city, so that what they did

was, to go along the bank of the river to a place

where a poor fisherman usually waited, and who
had a small ferrying Curach (Cot, or small boat)

;

Hugh having gone into the Curach, the ferryman

left him on the opposite bank, after he had given

him his full payment ; Hugh's servant having re-

turned, took the horses with him through the city,

and brought them to Hugh, on the other side ofthe

river. They then mounted their horses, and pro-

ceeded until they were two miles from the river,

where they saw a thick bushy grove before them,
on the way in which they went, surrounded by a

very great foss, as if it were a strongly fenced

garden ; there was a fine residence belonging to an

excellent gentleman of the English near the wood,

and he was a trusty friend of Hugh O'Neill.

When they had arrived at the ramparts, they left

their horses, and went into the wood within the

foss, for Hugh's faithful guide was well accpiainted

with that place ; having left Hugh there, he went

into the fortress, and was well received ; having

obtained a private apai-tment for Hugh O'Donnell,

he brought him with him, and he was served and

entertained to his satisfaction. They remained

there until the night of the following day, and

their horses having been got ready for them in the

beginning of the night, they proceeded across

Sliabh Breagh and through Machaire Conaill (both

in the county ofLouth), until they arrived atTraigh-

Baile-Mic-Buain (Dundalk), before morning ; as

the gates of the town were ojjcned in the morning

early, they resolved to pass through it, and they

proceeded through it on their horses until they

arrived at the other side ; and they were cheerful

and i-ejoiced for having got over all the dangers

\^'hich lay before them 'till then. They then pro-

ceeded to the Fiodh (the Wood), where lived

Torlogh, the son of Heniy, son of Felim Roe

O'Neill, to rest themselves, and there they were

secure, for Torlogh was a friend and connexion of

his, and he and the earl O'Neill were born of the

same mother ; they remained there 'tiU the follow-

ing day, and then proceeded across Slieve Fuaid

(the Fews Mountains, in Armagh), and arrived at

Armagh, where they remained privately that night

;

they went on the following day to Dungannon,

where the earl, Hugh O'Neill, lived, and he was

rejoiced at their arrival, and they were led to a

retired apartment, without the knowledge of any

excepting a few of his trusty people who were

attending them, and Hugh remained there for the

space of four nights, recovering himself from the

fatigue of his journey and troubles, after which he

prepared to depart, and took leave of the earl,

who sent a troop of horse with him until he

arrived at the eastern side of Lough Erne.

The lord of the countiy was a friend of his,

and a kinsman by the mother's side, namely,

Hugh Maguire, for Nualadh, the daughter ofM a-

n,us O'Donnell, was his mother. Maguire was

rejoiced at his coming, and a boat having been
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brought to them, into which they went, they

then rowed from thence until they arrived at a

narrow creek of the lake, where they landed. A
number of his faithful people having gone to meet

him, they conveyied him to the castle of Ath-

Seanaigh (Ballyshannon), in which were the guards

of O'Donnelljliis father ; he remained there until all

those in their neighbourhood in the country came

thither to pay their respects to him. His faithful

people were rejoiced at the arrival of the heir to

the chieftancy, and although they owed him sin-

cere affection on account of his family, they had

motives which made him no less welcome to them,

for the country up to that time had been plundered

a hundred times over between the English and the

Irish.' There were two distinguished captains,

namely, captain Willis and captain Conwell, who
had previous to this time come from Connaught,

with two hundred soldiers, who were spoiUng and

plundering the country in general, so that Tircon-

nell, from the mountain westward, was under their

control, except the castle of Ballyshannon, and the

castle of Donegal, in which O'Donnell, w'ith a few

people, resided, against which, however, they could

effect nothing, neither was it in their power to take

it, by which they might spoil the country. The

place where the English took up their quarters

and residence was, in the monastery of the friars

at Donegal, after those of its orders and ecclesias-

tics had retired to the wilds and sequestered places

of the country, having fled from it through fear of

being slain and destroyed. Ailer they had been

for some time in the monastery, with the few forces

we have mentioned, a party of them went to the

borders of the harbour, two thousand paces west

of Donegal, to the town of O'Boyle, for they con-

sidered themselves secure there, as they had the

hostages of the country under their controid.

They were in the habit of going in twos and threes

to carry off property and cattle, treasure, and

booty, from all the neighbouring districts of the

country, to their place in that town ; they were

also sending for additional troops and forces, in

A. D. 1.592.

1. The escape of O'Donnell.—An account of the capture of

Red Hugh O'Donnell has been siven at the year 1587, and of hi3

escape and recapture at the year 1590 ; his final escape took place

as above related, and Cox states that four considerable prisoners

escaped out of the castle of Dublin about December, not without
tlie privity of a great man, who was well lirihed ; and Leland

order that they might march across Bamus More,

to prej' and plunder the country on the eastern

side of the mountain, as they had done in the

quarter in which they were. As to Hugh O'Don-
nell, after he had called on his country to oppose

them, when he heard of the great oppression exer-

cised over the Tirconnallians, and the spoiling and

desecrating of the monastery, he did not, however,

wait their gathering, but proceeded to Donegal, in

the immediate vicinity of the English ; the country

did not delay in coming at his call in twos and in

companies, > as expeditiously as they could, inas-

much as every person esteemed him. He then sent

messages to the English, desiring them not to re-

main or dwell any longer in the church, to destroj'

it, and that he would not prevent them to depart

in any way they pleased, except alone that they

should leave after them all the plunder and pro-

perty they had belonging to the country. They

were so much in dread and terrified, that they did

so accordingly as they were ordered, and they were

thankfiil for escaping with their lives ; and they

again retiu-ned into the province of Connaught, and

the friars afterwards came to the monastery. Hugh
O'Donnell returned again to Ballyshannon, and

procured doctors to cure his feet, but they could

not cure him until he lost his toes, and he was not

perfectly well to the end of the year ; he was laid

up in that manner with the sores of his feet, from

the festival of St. Bridget to the month of April.

When that oppressive period of melancholy time

terminated, he considered it too long he had been

confined by his ailment, and he called for the mus-

tering and assembling of all those who w^ere

obedient to his father on the eastern side of the

magnificent mountain, viz., Barnus More of Tir-

Hugh, and he also mustered those on the Tvestern

side of the same mountain, namely, O'Boyle and

Mac Sweeney of Banagh ; he was also joined by

O'Donnell, his father, i.e. Hugh, the son of Manus,

son of Hugh Duv, accompanied by his spouse,

namely, the daughter of James Mac Donnell, his

mother. The appointed place where these chiefs

mentions that the lord deputy Fitz-Williara favoured the escape

of the prisoners. Cox states that, together with Red Hugh
O'Donnell, two sons of Shane O'Neill made their escape, and also

Philip O'Reilly, who was one of the chiefs of Cavan. Mac
Geoghegan mentions that Fiach Mac Hugh O'Byrne of Wicklow,

and Edward Eustace of Baltinglass, chiefly contributed to their

escape.
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met was at Cill-Mic-Nenain (Kilmakrennan, in

Donegal), and it was there O'Donnell was usually

inaugurated in the lordship over the Tirconnallians,

XI. The Bnrds and Brehons.—As many Bards and Brehons

have been mentioned in the course of these Annals, it will lie ne-

cessary to tjive some account of them. Bards and poets flourished

in every country, from the earliest ages, and Homer, Pindar, and

Anacreon, amongst the Greeks, were designated Bards, their chief

themes being love and war, but the term Bard was more particularly

applied to the poets of the Celtic Nations, as the Gauls, Britons,

Irish, &c., though some of the Teutonic Nations, as the Germans,

Saxons, and Scandinavians, also had their Bards. The office of

the Bard was chiefly to compose war songs and poems in praise of

men distinguished for their valour, patriotism, hospitality and

other virtues, and to satirize bad men, and denounce their vices.

The Roman poet Lucan thus describes the office of the Bard :

—

" Vos quoque, qui fortes animas belloque peremptas

Laudibus in longum vates dimittitis oevum,

Plurima securi fudistis carmina Bardi."

Thus translated by Rowe :

—

" You too, ye Bards ! whom sacred raptures fire,

To chaunt your heroes to your country's lyre
j

Who consecrate, in your immortal strain.

Brave patriot souls in righteous battle slain."

Tacitus, in his Germania, gives an interesting account of the Bards
of the German nations, and says, that by the recital of their battle

songs, which he calls JBardltus, they greatly excited the valour

of their warriors, the songs being recited with furious vociferation,

and a wild chorus, interrupted at intervals by the application of

their bucklers to their mouths, which made the sound burst out

with redoubled force. The Bards of the Scandinavians, called

Skalds, were highly celebrated amongst the northern nations,

Danes, Swedes, and Norwegians ; and an account of them has

been given at p. 459 in these notes. Amongst the Gauls the Bards
were highly honoured, and accounts of them are given by Diodo-

rus Siculus, and Strabo, who designate them Bardoi'm the Greek.
The Bards were highly celebrated amongst the ancient Britons,

particularly in Wales ; and in the works of Warton, Gray, Jones,

Pennant, Evans, Owen, Davies, k.c., and in Turner's A[iglo-Sax-

ons, copious accounts are given of the great Cambrian Bards,

Aneurin, Taliessin, Myrgin, Meigant, Modred, Golyzan, Llywarch,
Llewellyn, Hoel, &c.,wlio sung tlie praises of the renowned Arthur,
king of Britain, and other heroes, as Ossian, the Irish Orpheus,
did the mighty deeds and fame of the Fenian warriors of Ireland

at an earlier time. In Ireland the Bards were a famous order

from the earliest ages amongst the Milesians, and Amergin, one of

the sons of Milesius, was appointed chief Bard of the kingdom
;

in subsequent times, many even of the kings and princes compos-
ed poems, and attained the high honour of being enrolled amongst
the Bards. In the institutions of the country the Bards held

a rank equal to the princes and chief nobility ; the Bards and
Brehons were permitted to wear six colours in their garments,
the kings wearing seven, while military commanders and various

other public officers, according to their rank and dignities, wore
only five, four, three, and two colours, and the common people
were allowed to wear only one colour. The Bards and Brehons
assisted at the inauguration of kings and princes, and had some of
the highest seats appropriated to them at the banquet. The
Bards attended on battle-fields, recited their war songs, and ani-

mated the champions to the contest, and they recorded the heroic
actions of the warriors who fell in the conflict. They were held
in high esteem, had many privileges, and extensive lands were
allotted to their own use. In Sir John Davis's account of Ferma-
nagh, in the reign of James I., lie says the lands of that county
were made into three great divisions, one part being the Mensal
land of Maguire, another the Termons, or church lands, and the
third division belonged to the chroniclers, rhymers and galloglasses.
The O'Clerys, who were hereditary historians and Bards to the
O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnell,"had extensive lands, and the

to which place he likewise came. Hugh O'Don-
nell was accompanied thither by Mac Sweeny of

Fanat, namely, Donal, the son of Torlogh, son of

ruins of their castle still remain at Kilbarron, near Ballyshannon in

Donegal, on the shore of the Atlantic. The word Bard is also Iti the
Irish Bard ; Ollainh, pronounced Ollav, was the name applied by
the Irish to a professor, a sage, a learned man, or poet, and Ard 01-
lamh or High Poet, was, according to O'Brien, the designation ofthe
chief Bard to the king, or Poet Laureate. The name Ollamh re-

JJan was applied to designate a poet or professor of poetry, as the
word Dan signifies a poem ; the term OUamh-re-Seniichas was
applied to the chroniclers, and historians, the word Sennclias sig-

nifying a history or genealogy. The term Sea/tcluililhe, derived
from Sean, old, was also applied to historians, antiquaries, and
genealogists, hence the name was anglicised Scnachies ; Fi/e, in

the plural Fllldlie, anglicised Filea and Fileas, were also names
applied to poets or Bards. The Bards became a numerous body
in Ireland, at a very early period, and from their undue power in

the state excited the jealousy and enmity ofsonieof the kings and
princes. In the reign of the monarch Conaire I., about the com-
mencement of the Christian era, the Bards were proscribed and
expelled from Munster and Leinster, and fled to Ulster, where
they found refuge, and were protected and patronised by Coneovar
Mac Nessa, the celebrated king of Emania, of which event an ac-
count is given in the Dissertations of the learned Charles O'Conor.
In the latter end of the sixth century, a remarkable contention

arose between the Bards and Aodh, or Hugh, son of .\inmircach,

monarch of Ireland, who resolved to suppress their order, wliich

had become too powerful and dangerous to the state, and at this

time, according to Keating, they were one thousand in number. A
great national convention, as described at p. 439, in these notes,

was held A. D. 590 at Dromceat in Derry, to regulate the disputes

between the monarch and the Bards, to which assembly St. Colnm-
kille came from lona in the Hebrides, and having advocated the

cause of the Bards, he adjusted the contention, thus preventing

the order from being abolished, and advising their continuance,

under proper regulations, as an important national institution. In

the beginning of the 17th century, a remarkable literary conten-
tion arose between the Bards of Leath-Cuin, or Meath, Ulster

and Connaught, and those of Leath-Mogha, or Leinster and
Munster, of which a full and very interesting account is given at

the year 1600, in O'Reilly's Irish Writers. This curious collec-

tion of poems is entitled lomarbhaldh-na-nEtgeas, or the Con-
tention of the Learned

J
there are copies of it in various libraries,

and it would form an interesting work if translated and published.

The Bards of Ireland were for many centuries proscribed and per-

secuted, and great numbers of them put to death by the English
government, and many penalties were enacted against them by the

parliaments, as in the statute of Kilkenny, &c. Bardism and Bre-
honism, like many other offices in Ireland, were hereditary in

certain families, each of the kings, princes and chiefs having his

own Bards and Brehons. Accounts of the chief Bards from the

earliest ages, are to be found in O'Reilly's Irish Writers, and
throughout the Annals of the Four Masters, a great number of

eminent Bards, historians and Brehons have been recorded. The
following were the chief Bardic families in Ireland, and many of
them were eminent historians :—The O'Clerys of Donegal, the

celebrated authors of the Annals of the Four Masters, were iiere-

ditary Bards and historians to the O'Doimells. The Mac Wards
were also distinguished Bards and historians in Donegal and Ty-
rone to the O'Donnells and O'Neills. The Mac Conmidhes,
anglicised Mac Conways and Mac Conveys, and the O'Gnives,

were Bards to the O'Neills, princes of Tyrone and lords of Clan-
naboy. The O'Hoseys were Bards to the Maguires of Fermanagh,
and the Mac Mahons of Monaghan. The O'Donnellys were poets

in Tyrone and Monaghan. The O'Dalys, 0'Mulligans,and O'Far-
rellys of Cavan, were Bards and historians to the O'Reillys. The
O'Cuirneens were Bards and historiographers of Brefney, under

the O'Rourkes. The O'Maolconrys or O'Conroys, were the here-

ditary Bards and historians to the O'Conors, kings of Connaught.
The Mac Firbises were famous Bards and historians in North
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Roderick, and Mac Sweeny of the Districts, i. e.

Owen Oge, the son of Owen ; there were some

discontented persons of the TirconnalUans who

Connaught. The O'Dui^enans of Kilronan, were Bards and his-

torians to the Mac Dermotts of Roscommon, and Mac Donnphs of

Sligo. The 0'Du{];aiis were B;;rd3 and historians to the O'Kellys

of Gahvay and Roscommon. Tlie O'Dalys were celebrated Bardic

families inConnaught, Meath, Leinsterand Munster. The O'Hig-
gins and O'Cotteys were eminent Bards in M^estmeath and in

Connaujiht. The O'Dunns, O'Dalys, and Mac Kenf,'hs, were the

chief Bards and historians of Leinster, under the Mac Murroghs,
kings of Leinster, and to various princes and chiefs in that province.

The Mac Craiths, O'Dalys, O'Dineens, and O'Keeffes, were the

chief poets in Desmond, to the Mac Carthys, O'Donoghoes, O'Sul-
livans, and other great families, and to the Fitzgeralds, earls of

Desmond. The Mac Craiths, Mac Bruodins, Mac Curtins, and
Mac Ciowans, were the Bards and historians of Thomond, to the

O'Briens, Mac Naniaras, Mac Mahons, O'Loghlins, and other

great families of Clare and Limerick.

In Music the ancient Irish were highly celebrated, and it is

stated ill Hannier's Chronicle, p. 197, that in the latter end of tlie

eleventh century, about A.D. 1098, Griffith ap Conan, prince

of Wales, who had resided a long time in Ireland, brought over
with him to Wales *' divers cuiming musicians, who devised in

manner all the instrumental music upon the Harp and Crowth that

is there used, and made laws of minstrelsy to retain the musicians
in due order ;" thus it appears that the famous Welsh Bards were
indebted for their knowledge of the harp chiefly to the Irish. Gi-
raldus Cambrensis, a Welshman, and a learned ecclesiastic, who
came to Ireland with the English in the latter end of the 12th

century, in the reign of king John, extols the skill of the Irish in

music, and says, in a passage too long to be here quoted, that in his

time they excelled in music and minstrelsy all the European na-
tions. 'The Irish, in former ages, were the most famous harpers in

Europe, and continued eminent in the art even down to modem
times. Torlogb O'Carolan, the last and greatest of the Irish Bards, a
celebrated harper and composer, died in the year 1738, in the 08th
year of his age, at Aldert'ord, in Roscommon, the residence of his

great patron Mac Dermott Roe, and was buried in the old church
of Kilronan. There were many other eminent Bards, Harpers, and
musical composers in Ireland, in the 18th century, as Corniac
Cominan, Thomas O'Connellan, and his brother William, Roger
and Echlin O'Kane, Cahir Mac Cabe, Miles O'Reilly, Charles Fan-
ning, Edward Mac Dermott Roe, Hugh Higgin, Patrick Kerr,

Patrick Moyne, Arthur O'Neill, and others, all in Ulster and Con-
naught. In Meath and Leinster, O'CarroU, Cruise, Murphy, and
Empson, were distinguished harpers, and Shane Clarach Mac Don-
nell, in Munster, was an eminent Bard. Intfiresting accounts of

the Irish minstrels and Bards are given in the works of Walker,
Beauford, Miss Brooke, Ledwich, Bunting, Hardiman, &c.

The Brehons.—Bardism and Brehonism, as well as Druidisra,

the religious system of the Celtic nations, Gauls, Britons and Irish,

prevailed in Ireland from the earliest ages. After the introduction

of Christianity, the Druids or Pagan priests became extinct, but
the Bards and Brehons continued in the Cliristian as well as in the

Pagan times. It appears probable that Brehonism was the Law
system of the other Celtic nations, and that it prevailed amongst
the Gauls and Britons, who were Celts, as well as amongst the
Irish. In Cajsar's Commentaries it is stated that amongst the
Edui, one of the nations ofGaul, the title of the chief magistrate or

judge was Vergobretus, and that he was annually chosen, and had
the power of life and death. The term Brehon, in Irish Breith-
eamh, signifies a judge, and O'Brien, in the preface to his Irish

Dictionary, showing the analogy between the Irish language and
that of the Gauls, both of which were Celtic tongues, considers

that the term which CiEsar latinised Vergobretus, was in the

Gaulish oT Ceh'tc Fenr-go-Bretth, signifying the Man of Judge-
ment, or a Judge, and it has the same sig-nification in the Irish

from Fear, a man, go, of or with, and Breith, juiigment, therefore

it appears the Vergobrehis was the chief Brehon of Gaul. The
Brehons were the judges and professors of the law, and in ancient

did not come to that assembly, and of those were

Hugh, the son of Hugh Duv, son of Hugh Roe
O'Donnell, and the tribe of Calvach, the son of

times delivered their judgments, and proclaimed the laws to the
chiefs and people assembled on the hills and raths on public occa-
sions, as at the Conventions of Tara, and other great assemblies.
In the Dissertations of Charles O'Conor, and in O'Reilly's Irish

Writers, accounts are given of many famous Brelions and chief
judges who flourished from the first to the eighth century, as
Sean, Moran, Modan, Conla, Fitliil, Fachtna, Sencha, the three
brothers named Burachans or O'Burechans, &c. ; these eminent
men formed and perfected a great code of laws, which, from their

spirit of equity, were designated Breithe Neimhidli,sipni{\iug Ce-
lestial Judgments. The most renowned of these Brehons for the
justice of his judgments was Moran, son of Cairbre-Ceann-Cait,
king of Ireland in the first century, and he is represented in his office

of chiefjudire of the kingdom, as wearing on his neck a golden or-

namentcalled lodhan Mornin, or Moran's collar, which isdescribed

in Valiancy's Collectanea, and it was fancifully said to press closely

on the neck ofthe wearer, and almost choke him, if he attempted to

pronounce an unjustjudgment. The Brehons, like the Bards, pre-
sided at the inauguration of kings, princes, and chiefs, and, as the
judges and expounders of the laws, had great powerand privileges

in the State, and extensive lands were allotted for their own use.

Each of the Irish princes and chiefs of note had his own Brehons,
and the office, like that of the Bards, as before-mentioned, was
hereditary in certain families. Many celebrated Brehons are re-

corded in the course of those Annals, and amongst the chief

Brehon families were the following ; The Mac Egans, hereditary

Brehons in Connaught, in Leinster, and in Ormond, The O'Do-
rans, Brehons to the Mac Murroghs, kings of Leinster ; the Mac
Clancys of Clare, Brehons to the O'Briens, kings of Thomond, to

the Fitzgeralds, earls of Desmond, and other great families in

Munster. The O'llagans of Tullaghoge, in Tyrone, Brehons to

the O'Neills, princes of Tyrone. The O'Breslins of Donegal,
Brehons to the O'Donnells, and to the Maguires, lords of Ferma-
nagh. In the Tracts of Sir John Davis an interesting account is

given of O'Breslin, the Brehon to Maguire ; Sir John, who was
attorney-general to king James I., having proceeded to various

parts of Ulster about the year 1G07, together with the judges and
chancellor, to hold assizes, on coming to Fermanagh they required
to know the tenure by which Maguire held his lands, and having
sent for the Brehon O'Breslin, who was a very feeble old man, he
came to the camp, and the judges having demanded his Roll, he at

first refused to shew it, but at length, on the lord chancellor

taking an oath that he would return it safe, the old Brehon drew
the roll out of his bosom, and gave it to the chancellor. The Irish

MS. was well written, and, having been translated for the judges,

it was found to contain an account of the rents and tributes paid to

Maguire, which consisted of cattle, corn, provisions, hogs, meal,

butter, &c. ; but Davis says he lost the copy of the roll at Dublin.

The Irish Pentarchy and Laics of Tanistry.—The system of

Brehon Laws relating to the tenure oflands, election of chiefs, and
other regulations, was termed Tanistry ; the word in Irish is Ta)i-

aisteacht, and, according to O'Brien, is derived from the Irish or

Celtic Tan, aTerritory, or, according to others, from Tanaiste, the

second in command or seniority. O'Brien and others derive many
names of countries terminating in tan, from the Celtic, as Britan

or Britain; Aquitain in Gaul; Lusitan or Lusitania, the ancient

name of Portugal ; Mauritan or Mauritania, the land ofthe Moors;
Arabistan, the land of the Arabs; Turkistan, or the land of the

Turks; Kurdistan,or the land of the Kurds ; Farsistan, Luristan,

&c., in Persia ; Cafi'ristan, and Afghanistan, or the land of the

Caffres and Afghans ; Hindoostan, or the land of the Hindoos, &c.

A great affinity between the Celtic and Sanscrit languages has

been shown by many etymologists, and the word Sanscrit itself has

by some been derived from the Celtic Seanscriobhtha, which sig-

nifies old writings, and has the same signification in the Irish ; and
the name is considered to have originated from the Sanscrit being

one of the most ancient of languages. Tanist, in Irish Taitaiste,

was the term applied to the successor elect, or heir appareut of a
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Manus, son of Hugh Duv ; O'Doherty, namely,

John Oge, the son of John, son of Felim, son of

Conor Carrach, chiefofthe Triochad Ced (barony).

prince, lord, or chief, this successor or Tanist heing elected

diirinf; the lifetime of the lord or chief, and succeeded immediately

on his death. The word according to some, may he derived from

Tanaiile, signifying a second in command, or, according to otliers,

from Tan, a territory, or Tanas, a dominion or lordship ; and it is

considered that the Anglo-Saxon term Thane, which meant a lord,

was derived from thesame source. Rloghdomhnn.—With respect

to the provincial kingsand monarchs,theheirappareiit, orpresump-

tive, was styled Rmjlidainlnia, a name derived from Hii/h, a king,

and damhna a material, hence Koydarana signified a person fit or

eligible to he a king. Ili(j}i, or king, was the term applied to each

of the five provincial kings of Meath, Ulster, Connaiight, Leinster

andMunster; and ^;-rf-i?;y/( or High King was the designation

of the monarch, or sui)renie sovereign. Ths epilhet High was also

applied to a prince, and of these princes there were in Ireland ahoiit

30, of whom an account has heen given at p. 5.51 ; and each of

their principalities comprised a territory, varying in extent from 2

or 3 baronies to a county, and sometimes 2 or 3 counties. These

princes composed the first class of the Irish nobility, and held a

rank equal to that of Princes, Dukes, Marquesses, and Earls, in

England and otiier countries. Tiarnfi or Tighearnii.—The second

class of the Milesian nobility may be designated lords, the term in

Irish being Twrnfi,ar Tlijhearna, wh'ich O'Brien derives from

Tlr, a country or territory, hence signifying the possessor of a ter-

ritory ; each of these lords possessed a territory equal in extent to

a barony, or sometimes two baronies, and held a rank equal to that

of barons, and there were about 21)0 of them in Ireland. Taoi-

seach or Toherich. The third class of the old Irish aris-

tocracy were called chiefs, and the term in Irish was Tuois-

each, derived from Tius, first or foremost, hence signifying the chief

leader or head man of the clan ; these chiefs held each of them a
territory, varying in extent from a parish to two parishes, or more,

or sometimes lialfa barony, and comprising from about ten to thirty

thousand acres. These chiefs were in number 600 or more, all

heads of clans, possessed considerable power in the state, and held

a rank equal to that of the principal gentry and great landed pro-

prietors of modern times, and might be considered of the same
rank as knights and representatives for counties. The terms Tinr-
na. Plaith,&x\A Trinfft, were also often applied by the Irish writers

to designate princes, lords, and chiefs of note. Cennn, pronounced
Kan, signified a head chief or leader, and in the Eastern languages
the term Khan, applied to head chiefs, is probably derived
from the Celtic. Bruijhaldhe, derived from Srnighe, which sig-

nifies a farm, or land, was the name applied to the head farmers,

who held large farms under the chiefs, and these farmers were very
immerous and wealthy, possessing great flocks, much cattle and
corn, &c.

Mlection of Kings, Princes, and Chiefs.—Under the laws of

Tanistry the kings, princes, lords, and chiefs, were elective, and it

appears that the elective system, and government by chiefs and
clans, prevailed amongst all the Celtic nations, as the Gauls, Bri-

tons, Irish, &c., while the principle of hereditary succession, and
law of primogeniture prevailed amongst the Teutonic nations, as

the Germans, Franks, Saxons, Scandinavians, &c. ; and on the
death of their kings and nobles, the eldest son or heir generally

succeeded, and thus preserving the crown, and honours of nobility,

in one direct line, gave greater permanency to their institutions.

Some of the Slavonic nations, as, for instance, the Poles, adopted,
like the Celts, the elective principle in the choice of their kings,
which led to ruinous contests for the crown on the death of each
sovereign, and ultimately caused the downfall of Poland. Ireland,

as before stated, was divided into five kingdoms, and each of the
kings of this Pentarchy was considered eligible to the crown, and
to become Ardrigh, or monarch, and though the throne vi'as occu-
pied exclusively for a period of (100 years, from the .5th to the II th
century, by tlie different branches of the race of Hy Niall,
namely, tlie ancestors of the O'Neills and O'Donnells of Ulster,
and of the O'Melaghlins of Meath, who agreed to au alternate suc-

of Inis Owen, and a number of the Mac Sweenys

who had left their own country, and dwelt along

the banks ofLough Foyle ; and they were leaders

cession amongst themselves, yet, not fulfilling these terms, they
had many fierce contests for the monarchy. The five royal fami-
lies afterwards acknowledged as heirs to the throne were the

O'Neills, kings of Ulster, the O'JIehisblins, kings of Meath, the
O'Conors, kings of Connanglit,the (.)'Briens, kings of Munster, and
the Mac .Mnrroghs, kings of Leinster. .'Ml these provincial kings,

during the 11th and 12th centuries, as before explained, carried on
fierce contests for the crown, which were continued even longafter

the £ngli>h invasion. t)n the death of a king, prince, or chief, his

son sometimes succeeded, pro\ ided he was of age, for minors were
not eligible, hut in general a brother, uncle, or some other senior

head of the family or clan, or sometimes a nephew, was chosen,

and not the son of the deceased ; the legitimate successor was
often set aside by other competitors, and the candiiiate who had
most influence, popularity, or military force to support him, car-

ried his election by strong hand, and assumed authority hy right of

the sword. The law of alternate succession amongst the different

chiefs of a clan was often adopted, each taking the lordship in

turn, but when this peaceable compact was not fulfilled, the

country was laid waste hy contending princes anrj cliiefs, and two
rulers were often elected in opposition to each other, by the Irish

themselves, and a rival candidate was frequently set nj) and sup-

ported hy theinfluence of the English- These circumstances led to

endless anarchy, confusion, and conflicts, throughout the country,

and the kings, princes and chiefs, being almost always in contention

with each other as to their election, the entire country presented a

scene of incessant discoi'd. The election and inauguration of

kings, princes and chiefs, took place in theopen air, on ijills, R;iths,

and remarkable localities, at great assemblies, attended hy the

chiefs, clans. Clergy, Bards, and Brehons. The seniorand worthiest

candidate, when there was no cotitest, was generally preferred, and
the Tanist, or Koydamna, peaceably succeeded, unless disqualified

hy age, infirmity, or some moral or })hysical defect ; in the choice

of their kings the Irish were very exact, for the candidate, if lame,

blind of an eye, or labouring under any otlier particular physical

defect, was rejected. Eric.—Under the Brehon laws, various

crimes were compounded for by a fine termed Eiric, and this

mostly consisted of cattle reckoned by Cumhals, each Cumhal
being three cows, and these Erics varied from 3 to 300, and some-
times even a thousand cows, or more, exacted as an Eric for

homicides, robberies, and otlier crimes. Thepracticeof paying only a

certainfineformurder, manslanghter, and othercrimes, also prevail-

ed amongst various ancient nations, as the Greeks, Romans, Gauls,

tiermans, Franks, Saxons, and ancient Britons, as well as amongst
the Irish ; and it appears that criuiinals did not always get off on

paying an Eric, for instances are recorded in various parts of these

Annals of malefactors being mutilated, hanged, and beheaded by

order of the Irish chiefs, for murders, sacrilege, and other crimes.

Gavelkind andancient Tenures.—This term, according to Coke,
originated from the words G«!ie-oW-*((«/e, but in the Celtic, or Irish,

according to O'Brien, it is Gahhail-Cine,\tvon\inced Gavalkine,and
appears to be derived from Gabhail, a taking, or share, andtine, a
kindred or tribe, thus signifying the share of a kindred. This ancient

tenure, hy which lands were equally divided amongst the different

members of a family, prevailed amongst the Celts in Britain and in

Ireland, and was also adopted amongst the Anglo-Saxons, and is

still continued in Kent. The English CJavelkind differed from the

Irish, for in Ireland the lands were divided only amongst the sons

of a family, anil the illegitimate as well as legitimate got a share,

while all the females were excluded, and got no lands but a dowry,
or raarriaae portion, in cattle, goods, money, &:c. On the deficiency

of sons, the lands of the Irish chief's were gavelled amongst the

males next of kin, but the cliiefs themselves, and the Tanists, had

certain Men.wl lands, which were hereditary, and appropriated

for their support, and were never subject to Gavelkind. With re-

gard to the rights of property, the tribe or clan had an allodial and

original right to the tribe lands, and could not be deprived of them
;

but different persons held them by turns, and paid tribute or rents to
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in battle to Calvach O'Donnell and to his tribe

after him ; there were also great numbers of the

O'Gallaghers, who did not come there, through

the chief. Sir John Davi? states, in his Tracts, "that by the law
of Tanistry tlie chieftains of every country, and tlie cliief of every

eept, had no hereditary estate in their lands, hut merely held them
for life, and that the inheritance rested in no man ; and when the

chief:ains died, tlicir sons, or next heirs, did not succeed them,
but their Tanists, who were elective, and mostly purchased their

election by stronsr hand ; when any one of tlie sept or tribe died, his

portion was not divided amoMiT his sons, but tlie chiefof the sept made
anew panilion of all the lands belonging to tiie sept, and gave every

one a share according to his seniority." Davis ascribes the violent

contentions of the Irish chiefs to this uncertainty of tenure, and
the constant changes and partition of lands. In Ware's Antiquities

an account is given of tlie laws of Tanistry, and the following in-

stance affords an illustration of the mode of tenure. The chiefs

mentioned were the O'Callaghans of Cork, who had extensive

possession- in that county, and an account of them has been already

given in the note on Desmond. By an Inquisition taken at Mallow,
on the '25th of October, 1594, before sir Tiioraas Norris, Vice-Pre-
sident of Munster, William Saxey, and James Gould, Esqrs., chief

and second justices of the said province, under a commission from
the lord deputy and council, it was found, among other things,

"that Coni>ghor (Conor, or Cornelius), O'Callaslian, alias the

O'Callaghan, was and is seized of several large territories in the

Inquisition recited, in his Demesne, as lord and chieftain of Poble-

Callaghan, by the Irish custom time out of mind used ; that as

O'Callaghan, aforesaid, is J^ord of the said country, so there is a

Tanist, by the custom of the said country, who is Teige O'Cal-
laghan, and the said Teige is seized as Tanist by the said custom
of several Plough-lands in the Inquisition mentioned ; which also

finds that the custom is, further, that every kinsman of the O'Cal-
laghan had a parcel of land to live u]>on, and yet that no Estate

passed thereby, but that the Lord, who was then Conor O'Cal-
laghan, and the O'l^allaghan for the time being, by custom time

out of mind, may remove the said kinsman to other lands ; and the

inquisition furtlier finds that O'Callaghan, the son of Dermod,
Torlogh O'Callaixhan, Teige Mac Cahir'OCallaghan, Donogh Jlac

Thomas O'Callashan, Conor Genkagh O'Calleghau, Dermod Bane
O'Callaghan, and Shane .Mac Teige O'Callaghan, were seized of

several Plough-lands according to the said custom, subject never-

theless to certain seigniories and duties, payable to the O'Callaghan,

and that they were removable by him to other lands at his

pleasure." From this it appears that those who held lands under

the tenure of Tanistry were a sort of tenants at will ; but ifthe chief

removed any of them, he was bound to provide for them other lands

on the tribe territory, which must always continue in possession of

the clan. Many ofthegreat Anglo-Irishfamilies, particularly the

Fitzgeralds of Muns^r, and the Burkes of Connaught, adopted

the Irish language, manners, and customs, and the laws of Tanis-

try ; but by the Statuteof Kilkenny and other Acts, such practices

were punished as treason or felony. The laws of Tanistry and
Gavelkind, notwithstanding many penal enactments, continued to

be used in Ireland down to thereifrn of James I., when they were
abolished by Act of Parliament. It may be stated that the Eric,

or fine for homicide, &c., under the Brehnn laws, was paid to the

father, brother, wife, or other relatives of the person killed or in-

jured ; and, according to Ware, the Brehon liad for his fee the

eleventh part ofthe fine. Amongst the Anglo-Saxons, by the laws

of king Atbelstan, according to Blackstone, a fine denominated
Weregild was paid for homicide, and this fine varied according to

the rank of the person slain, from a king to a peasant. The
Weregild for killing a Cfor/, that is a churl or peasant, was 266
Thrysjtias, and even the killing of a king might be compounded
for liy a fine of thirty thousand Thrysmas, each Thrysma being

equal to about a shilling in modern times ; the Weregild for a sub-

ject wtts paid to the relatives of the person slain, but that for the

death of a kin; was payable, one half to the public, and the other

to the royal family. It appears the Brehon laws, though very

defective in many points, were founded in a spirit of mildness and

enmity and malice like the others. O'Donnell, i. e.

Hugh, the son of Manus, and those chiefs who
came to meet him, held a council, aud the resolution

equity, and might prove advantageous if properly administered.
Tlie learned Charles O'Conor, in his Dissertations, says of tlie laws
administered in Ireland during the English period, "during these

times of desolation, from Henry II. to Elizabeth, the manners,
customs, and condition of the Irish proceeded from bad to worse

;

their own ancient laws were for the most part useless, hurtful, or
impracticable, and they were tiirown out of the protection of those
of England. Political art, feeble in planning, and lazy in executing
the good of society, is generally successful in undertakings for

its destruction. The whole of this art, for 3<J0 years, in this

kingdom, was exhausted in schemes for oppressing the natives,

without remorse or mercy." Sir John Davis in his 'Tracts, p. 227,
says "there is no nation of people under the sun that doth love

equal and impartial justice better than the Irish, or will rest better

satisfied with the execution thereof, although it be against them-
selves, so as they may have the protection and benefit of the law
when upon just cause they do desire it." Lord Coke says in his

Institutes, Book IV., 349, "I have been informed by many of those
that have judicial places in Ireland, and know partly by my own
knowledge, that there is no nation of tlie Christian world that are
greater lovers ofjustice than the Irish, which virtue mast of course
he accompanied by many others."

Jlercddary officers.—It has been shown that the office of Bards
and Brehons was hereditary in certain families, and so were various

other offices, as th.ise of physicians, military commanders, standard-
bearers. Sic., thus, for instance, the O'Hickeys and O'CulIenans were
hereditary physicians in Munster ; the O'Cassidys were the phy-
sicians of the Maguiies, lords of Fermanagh ; the O'Dunleveys
were physicians in Donegal, and the O'Shiels in Westmeath. Tlie

O'Hanions, chiefs in Armagh, were hereditary standard-bearers to

the kings of Ulster. The Mac Sweeneys of Donegal; the Mac
Donnells and Mac Sheehys of Antrim, and the Mac Cabes of Bref-

ney, or Cavan, were all famous commanders of galloglasses in

Ulster, under the O'iVeills, O'Douneils, O'Ueillys, Maguires, i:c.
;

and all these figiiting tribes were men of great strength and valour,

and were also often employed as galloglasses under tiie Burkes of

Connaught, the Fitzgeralds, earls of Kildare and Dssmond, in

Leinster and Munster, and under the O'Briens, Mac Carthys, and
other great families in Munster. The Mac Deriuotts, lords of

Moylurg, in Roscommon, were hereditary marshals of Connaught,
and the Mac Namaras of Clare were marshals of Thomond. I'he

(J'.Malleys of Mayo, and the O'Flahertys of Gahvay, were admirals

of Connaught ; and the O'Briens of Aran, in Galway, were admi-
rals on that coast ; the O'Falveys and O'Driscolls were admirals of

Desmond. The O'Keeifes, O'Riordans, O'Sullivans, and O'Ma
honys, of Cork and Kerry, were also military commanders of note

in Munster. The O'Moores, lords of Leix, were in ancient times

the marshals and chief military commanders of Leinster; the

O'^Iolloys, of King's county, were standard-bearers oi Leinster
;

and the Mac Geoffhegans were marshals of Meath. The pre-

ceding account of Brehonism and Tanistry has been collect-

ed from the Essay on the Brehon Laws, by ijdward O'Reilly, the

Annals of the Four Masters, the Works of W'are and Valiancy,

Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, the Tracts of sir John Davis, Spenser's

View of Ireland, O'Flaherty's Ogygia, the Dissertations of Char-
les O'Conor, and other sources. It may be mentioned that there

are still preserved, in the library of Trinity College, Dublin, larse

collections of Irish manuscripts on the Brehon Laws, and there is

a valuable glossary on these laws contained in the ancient work
called the Book of Ballymote.

Ancient Literature of Ulster and Meath.—In the course of

these notes, at pp. 100, 13;3, some account has been given of the

ancient literature of Connaught ; and at pp. 155, 181, 203, of the

ancient literature of iMunster. The chief accounts of ancient Irish

literature are given in Ware"s,Works, by M'alter Harris ; in bishop

Nicholson's Irish Historical Library ; in Doctor O'Conor's Rerum
Hiberuicarum Scriptores, and in his Catalogue of the Irish Ma-
nuscripts, in the Duke of Buckingham's library at Stowe ; in
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that O'Donnell came to, as he was aware of his in-

firmity and great age, was to give the lordship to

his son, and to nominate him the O'Donnell, which

O'Reilly's Irish Writers ; in the Works of Ussher, and in Lani-

pan's and IJrennan's Ecclesiastical Histories ; some accounts of

distinauished Irish writers are also given in various Biographical

Dictionaries. Tliere are still existing vast collections ofancient and

valualde Irish MSS. in various libraries in Ireland, as those of

Trinity College, Dublin, and of the Royal Irish Academy ; also

in many private libraries, jiarticularly in that of Sir William I3e-

tham. In \arious libraries in England there are great collections

of Irish MSS., as in those of the Bodleian Library at Oxford,

of the British jVIuseum, and of Lambeth in London, and in the

library of the Duke of Buckingham, at Stowe, there is an im-

mense and most valuable collection. In the libraries on the Con-
tinent there are also collections of Irish MSS., particularly at

Rome, Paris, and Louvain, and in the libraries of :?pain and Por-

tugal, and it is said that there were Irish M.'^S. in the Royal

Library at Copenhagan, which were carried off by the Danes
from Ireland, in the lOth and llth centuries. A vast number of

Irish MISS, were destroyed, particularly during the wars of

Elizabeth and Cromwell ; Webb, in his Analysis of the Antiquities

of Ireland, says, " it was, 'till the time of James 1., the object of

povermnent to discover and destroy all remains of the literature of

the Irish, in order the more fully to eradicate from their minds
every trace of their ancient independence."

In the Pagan times, many works of note are recorded, and, ac-

cording to Charles O'Conor, it is stated by Duald Mac Firbis,the

learned antiquary of Leacan, that St. Patrick burned no less than
180 volumes of the Books of the Druids at Tara. As Tara was in

the early ages the seat of the Irish monarchy, there were many of

the chief Bards consequently connected with Meath, and an ac-

count of various eminent Bards who flourished in Meath and Uls-

ter in the Pagan times, is given in O'Reilly's Writers. The most
celebrated of these were Adhna, Athaime, Forchern, Ferceirtne,

and Neide, all of whom flourished about the beginning of the

Christian era, at the Court of Emania, under Concovar Mac Neasa,
the celebrated king of Ulster. Oishi, or Ossian, in the third cen-

tury, was one of the luost celebrated of the Irish Bards, and many
poeras attributed to him are still extant ; some of the Ossianic

poems have been translated, but many remain in manuscript, and
it is to be observed, that they are very different from Ossian's

Poems published by Mac Pherson, who claimed the Irish Bard
as a native of Scotland ; hut Mac Pherson's Ossianic Poems,
though containing much poetical beauty, are chiefly fictions of
his own.

The Psalter of Tara was a record of the chiefevents in Ireland,

from the most remote times, compiled by order of the illustrious

king Cormac, in the 3rd century, and from this was chiefly com-
posed, in the latter end of the 9th century, by Cormac Mac Cul-
lenan, archbishop of Casbel, the great work called the Psalter of

Cashei, of which an account has been given at p. 204 in these notes.

Barils. Amongst the mosteminent Bards mentioned in O'Reilly's

Irish Writers, in Meath and Ulster, from theSthtothe 12th century,

are the following, of whose works he gives copious accounts ; Tor-
na Eigeas, or Torna the Learned, chief Bard to king Niall of the
Nine Hostages in the .5th century ; Eochaidh Eigeas, called also

Dalian Forgaill, and Aniergin, in the 6th century ; Maolmura of

Fathan, and Flann Mac Lonan, in the 9th century ; this Flann
Mac Lonan was called "the Virgil of the Milesian race." In the
10th century flourished Cormacan Eigeas; Cinaoth O'Hartigan,
and Eochy O'Flinn, who were chief Bards and historians in Meath
and Ulster, and are reckoned amongst the most famous of the an-
cient historians. In the llth century Erard MacCoisi; Cuan
O'Lochain ; Colman O'Seasnain ; Flann of Monasterboyce, and
Giolla Caomhain, were famous poets and historians in Meath
and Ulster; and in the 12th century Giolla Moduda O'Cassidy,
abbot of Ardbraccan in Meath, and a native of Fermanagh, edu-
cated in Devenish, was a celebrated poet and historian, and wrote
a valuable chronological poem on the Christian kings of Ireland,
which is given in the 1st volume of O'Conor'b Uer. Hib. Scriptores.

resolution was approved of by all in general, and
which was accordingly done, for O'Firghil the Air-

chindeach (Archdeacon), was sent for, who inaugu-

There are many of the works of all those Bards and historians ex-
tant, and they are enumerated in O'Reilly's Irish Writers. In
ancient times there were, in the kingdoms of Meath and Ulster,
now constituting the Archdiocese of Armagh, many celebrated
colleges and monasteries, seats of learninj and religioti, as those of
Clonmacnois, Clonard, Fore, Trim, Ardbraccan, Kells, and Slane,
in Meath; Drogheda and Monasterboyce, in Louth; Armagh and
Downjiatrick ; Bangor and Newry, in Down , the abbeysof Derrv
and Donegal ; Clogher, in Tyrone ; Clones, in Monaghan ; Deve-
nish, in Fermanagh, and Dromlane in Cavan.

The Book of Rights, called in Irish Lenhhar-na-gCeart, was
first written in the 5th century by St. Beinin, or Beuignus, the
successor of St. Patrick, as archbishop of Armagh ; but the work
was afterwards enlarged, with many additions made by other writers

to the 12th century. It gives an account of the Rights, Revenues,
and Tributes, of the monarchs, provincial kings and princes

;
parts

of this work have l>een translated and published in Valiancy's Col-
lectanea ; but if the whole was i)ublished, with the necessary

annotations, it would form a very valuable record of ancient laws
and regulations in Ireland. Copies of it are in the libraries of
Trinity College, and of the Royal Irish Academy, and also in the
library of Sir William Betham ; and a translation of it into Eng-
lish has been made by the translator of the.-e Annals.

Boohs of Prophecies.—There are still extant various ancient
Irish MSS. containing prophecies, some in metre and others in

prose ; they were composed by St. Cailin, bisliop of Down, or Ab-
l)ot of Fenagh, and Bee Mac De of Oirgiall, in the 5th century

;

by St. Columkille in the (ith, and by SS. Braccan and Ultan, ab-
bots of Ardbraccan, in the 7th century. Another celebrated pro-

phet, St. Moling, bishop of Ferns, flourished in the 7tli century
;

accounts of all these saints and prophets, and their works, are given

in O'Reilly's Writers, and in Lanigan.

The Boohs of Armagh and Kells.—The Book of Armagh, a
MSS. of the 7th century, on vellum, in Irish and Latin, con-
tains a Life of St. Patrick, and his Confession, or a sketch of his

Life written by himself ; also a Life of St. Martin of Tours; a
copy of the Gospels, and other matters. This Book is mentioned
by St. Bernard, in his Life of St. Malachy, archbishop of Armagh;
it was, as a precious relic, preserved for ages in a silver shrine,

which was lost ; and in modern times it was contained in a case of

leather, of elegant workmanship. This venerable Book was kept
for many centuries in the family of Mac Moyrc, near Armagh, who
were specially appointed for its stewardship ; but, about the year

1680, it was taken to London by Florence Mac Moyre, who being

in great poverty, sold it for £5 to a Mr. Brownlow, and it is still

in the possession of the Rev. Mr. Brownlow of Dublin. An ac-

count of the Book of Armagh is given by Ware, Ussher, and Dr.

O'Conor. and copious extracts from it have been translated and
published in that learned work, the Irish Antiquarian Researches,

by Sir William Betham. The Book of Kells, considered to have
been written by St. Columkille, in the 6th century, was preserved

for many ages at the Columbian monastery of Kells, in Meath, and
is now in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. It contains a
manuscript of the four gospels, and is illuminated with decorations

of surpassing beauty.

St. Columkille, abbot of lona, in the Hebrides, and apostle of

the Scots and Picts, in the latter end of the 6th century, and SS.
Adamnan and Cummian, abbots of lona in the latter end of the 7th

century, allnativesof Tirconnell,or Donegal, and of the race of Hy
Niall, were amongst the most eminent and learned ecclesiastics in

Europe in those ages, and accounts of their works are given by
Lanigan and O'Reilly. Probus, a learned lecturer of Slane, wrote
a life of St. Patrick in the 10th century, which is given by Colgan

;

and in the 12th century, Jocelin, a learned monk of Furness, in

Lancashire, wrote a life of St. Patrick, under the patronage of

Thomas O'Conor, archbishop of Armagh. In the llth and 12th

centuries, several of the archbishops of Armagh, as Dubhdalethe,

Celsus, Gelasius, St. Malachy, &c., were eminent for learning and
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rated Hugh Roe in the government of the territory

by nommand and with the blessing of his father,

and having performed the ceremony of the title as

sanctity, and accounts of their works are given by Ware, Ussher,

and Laniiran.

The Book of Dlnsennchus was originally composed in the 6th

century, hy Ameriiin, chief liard to the monarch DerinoJ,at Tara
;

but many additions have been made to it by later writers. This

celebrated work gives an account of noted places, as Fortresses,

Raths, Cities, Plains, Mountains, Lakes, Rivers, &c., and of the

origin of their names, and contains much interesting information on

ancient Irisli history and topography. Copies of it are in various

libraries, and a copy of the original, contained in a vellum MS. of

the 9th century, is in the library of Sir William Betham.
The Annals of Tlgenrnach, compiled in the 11th century by

Tigearnach, abbot of Clonmacnois, whose death is recorded in the

Four Masters, and in O'Reilly's Irish Writers, at A.D. 1088; he
was one of the most learned men of that age, and his Annals are

considered as one of the most authentic works on ancient Irish

history ; they contain the history of Ireland from the reign of

Kimbaoth, king of Emania and monarch of Ireland, who flourished

about 3o0 years before the Christian era, down to the death of the

author, in the 11th century; and, according to O'Reilly, they

were continued to the IGth century by Augustin Mac Gradian, or

Mac Craith, a monk of the abbey of All Saints, on Lough Ree, in

the river Shannon, and county of Longford. O'Reilly says tiiere

is a copy of these Annals in the library of Trinity College, Dublin.

The Annals of Tigearnach are partly in Irish, and partly in Latin,

and have been published in Latin by Dr. O'Conor, in the Rerum
Hib. Scriptores; but if these Annals were translated into English,

and published with proper annotations, they would form one of the

most valuable works on ancient Irish history. The Cronicon I

Scoforuniy an ancient work, composed at Clonmacnois, written in

Irish and continued to 1150, contains much information on the

ancient history of Ireland ; there is a copy of it in the possession

of Mr. Geraghty, the publisher of these Annals, and another in the

library of Sir William Betham.
Marianws Scotus, the cotemporary of Tigeameach, was a monk

at Clonmacnois and Clonard, but having left Ireland about A. D.
1056, and going to Germany, spent many years at the monasteries

and colleges of Cologne and F'ulda, and lastly at Mentz, where he
died, A. D. 1086. He is admitted to have been one of the most
learned men in Europe in the middle ages, and particularly eminent
as a Chronographer and Antiquary. His works were published at

Basil, in 1559, and there is a copy of his celebrated Chronicle in

the British Museum.
Johannes Duns Scotus, a native of Down, and hence surnamed

Dunensis, signifyingof Down, which was contracted into Duns, was
bom near Downpatrick, in the latter end of the 13th century, A. D.
1274. He displayed, from his youth,vast abilities, and being edu-
cated for some time at the schools of Ireland, he went to England,
and entered Merton College in Oxford ; he became a Franciscan
friar, and was a lecturer at 0.\ford, and afterwards at Paris, on
Theology, Philosophy, &c., and from his great abilities, and acute-
ness of intellect, he was denominated The subtle Doctor. In
Theology, Metaphysics, and Philosophy, he was scarcely equalled

by any man in Europe, and he, and his great rival as a Theologian,
the renowned St. Thomas Aquinas, divided the literary and re-

ligious world into two great sects, the followers of one being desig-
nated Thomists, and of the other Scotists. The illustrious Duns
Scotus died at Cologne, A. D. 1308, at the early age of 34, but
left to posterity an imperishable name. His vast works were, in

1639, published at Lyons, in 12 volumes folio, edited by the cele-
brated Irish writer Luke Wadding, a native of Waterford, whose
Life of Scotus is eiven in his great work, the History of the Fran-
ciscans. From his great fame. Duns Scotus has been claimed liy

some writers as a native of Scotland, by others as an Englishman,
and it may also be observed that Johannes Scotus Erigena, an
Irishman, and one of the most learned and celebrated men in Europe
in the 9th century, and Slarianus Scotus above mentioned, have
been all absurdly claimed by Dempster and other Scotch writers.

by law estabhshed, he nominated him the O'Don-
nell, on the 3rd of May. O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh
Roe, did not allow that small force wliich he had

as natives of Scotland, for which they had no grounds but the sur-
name Scotus

; but the Irish in ancient times, "as before explained
were called Scoti, or Scots, and Ireland was named Scotia.

The Annals of Ulster v/ere compiled, in the loth century,
by Cathal or Charles Mi^uire, a native of Fermanagh, an eminent
and learned ecclesiastic, who was dean of Clogher, a canon of Ar-
magh, i:c., and whose death is recorded at the year 1498, and
p. 336, in these Annals, with some account of his work, and an
eloquent eulogium on his learning and virtues. These Annals,
after the death of the Author, were continued to 1541 by Roderick
O'Cassidy, archdeacon of Clogher. The Annals of Ulster are
written, partly in Irish, and partly in LatiTi, and contain the his-
tory of Ireland from the 1st to the 10th century, and are con-
sidered very authentic, giving a concise account of the various
events. There are co|iies of these Annals in soveral libraries in
England, and in Dublin, and they have been published in Latin, from
the 5th to the 12th century, namely, from A.D. 431, to A.D.
1131, in Dr. O'Connor's Rer. Hib. Scriptores; but if these Annals
were translated into English, and published with the necessary
annotations, they would forma very valuable contribution to
Irish history.

The Books of Ulster and of Oirgiall, copies of which are
contained in the Books of Leacan and Ballyraote, give an account
of the ancient history of Ulster, its kings, princes, chiefs and clans,
and contain much important information, and should be translated
and published.

TheAnnahofthe Four Masters, ofwhich a full account has been
given in the Introduction to this publication, were compiled chiefly
by the celebrated O'Clerys of Donegal, and are one of the most
important works ever written on Irish history ; tliey comprise the
Annals of Ireland from the earliest ages to the 17th century.
The Booh of Invasions, called also the Book of Conquests, in

Irish named Leabhar Gablialn, of which an account is given in

O'Reilly's Writers, at A. D. 1632, was chiefly compiled by the
O'Cierys of Donegal, in the beginning of the 17th century, at the
monastery of Lisgoole, in Fermanagh, under the patronage of
Bryan Roe Maguire, tirst baron of Enniskillen. This book was
compiled from numerous ancient records, and the works of the
Kurds i:c., and gives an account of all the ancient colonies that
peopled Ireland, and made conquests in the country, as the Par-
tholanians, Nemedians, Fomorians, Firbolg or Belgians, Danans,
Jlilesians, and Danes. This ereat work contains vast information
on Irish history and antiquities, and there are copies of it, ac-
cording to O'Reilly, in Trinity College, and other libraries in Dub-
lin, and there is also one in the library of Sir William Betham.
If the Book of Invasions was translated and published, with the
necessary annotations, it would form an extremely interesting

work on ancient Irish history.

The Booh of C/on»iacnow, compiled in the 17 th century by Conia
Mac Geoghegan, a learned writer, a native of Westmeath, whodates
the work on the last day of June, 1627. It was compiled from
various ancient annals, and contains an abstract of the historv of
Ireland, from the earliest times down to the middle of the loth
century, ending at A. D. 1466. It is written in English, being a
translation from ancient MSS., but has never been printed, though
containing much important information on Irish history. There
are copies of it in Trinity College, and other libraries in Dublin,
aiiii one in the possession of Mr. Geraghty, the publisher of these

Annals.

Colgan's Lives of the Irish Saints.—John Colgan, a native of
Donegal, became a Franciscan friar, and lecturer on Theology, in

tile Irish monastery called the College of St. Anthony, at Louvain,
where he died in A. D. Ifi58. He was a man of vast learning,

particularly on Irish ecclesiastical history and antiquities, and
after intense application and study, for a period of about 30 years,

he with immense labour and indefatigable industry compiled in se-

veral folio volumes in Latin, the Livesof the Irish saints. He pub-
lished at Louvain, in 1045, in one large volume folio, part of this
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there collected to disperse, until he marched them,

both horse and foot, into the borders ofthe territory

of the race of Owen, the son of Niall (Tyrone);

work, entitled "Acta Sanctorum Veteris ct Majoris Scotia> sen

Hiberniffi," containing the Acts of the Irish Saints for January,

February, and March. In 1047 lie published, at Louvain, in ano-

ther large folio, tlie Lives of SS. Patrick, Bridget, and Columkille,

the three great tutelar Saints of Ireland, which work he styled

Trias Thuiimatvrga, and he dedicated it to Hugh O'Kcilly, arch-

bisliop of Armagh. Several other volumes of Colgan's MSS.,
unpublished, on tlie Lives of thelrish Saints, are said to remain still

at Louvain. Colgan's works contain vast information on Irish his-

tory, Antiquities, and Topography, but they are so rare, that when
they occasionally turn up at book sales, they cost 20 guineas or

more, and it would be a great desideratum to have them translated

into English, and published with projier annotations. An account
of Colgau and bis works is given in Brennan's Ecclesiastical

History.

Hiir/b Word, a native of Donegal, went to Spain, and studied

at Salamanca ; he becaiuea Franciscan friar, and learned lecturer

in Divinity, at the Irish College in Louvain, where he died in

1636. He was, like Colgan, a man of vast learning and industry

;

he collected an immense number of ancient Irish JISS., of which
Colgan made use when compiling the Lives of the Irish Saints.

Ward wrote many works on Irish ecclesiastical history and anti-

quities, mentioned by Brennan, amongst others, a Life oi' St. Ru-
nioldits, who was bishop of Dublin, and afterwards bishop of
Mechlin, in the Netherlands, in the eighth century. Many emi-
nent writers, poets, historians. Sec. of the O'Clerys, and Mac
Wards of Donegal, in the I6th and 17th centuries, are mentioned
in O'Reilly's Irish Writers.

Many of the Catholic archhishops of Armagh, from the 14th to

the I8th century, were eminent and learned men, of whom the fol-

lowing may be mentioned : Rithard Fitzralph, who died in 13G0,
is said to have got the Bible translated into Irish. The Primate
Octavian de Palatio, a Florentine, who died in 1513, was a man
of great learning. George Dowdall, who died in 1.^58, wrote
a Life of John de Courcy, and other works. Richard Creagh, who
died in 1685, wrote several works on Irish ecclesiastical history,

Lives of saints, &c. Peter Lombard, who died in l(i26, wrote a
learned work on Irish history, entitled "de Regno Hibcrniae Sanc-
torum Insula." Hugh Mac Caghwell, wlio died in 1626, wrote
many learned works on Theology. The Primate, Oliver Plunket,
who was put to death in London, in 1681, wrote a poem in the
Irish language, celebrating Teamhair na Rio/jli, or Tara of the
kings.

Jun Pr'tmat'wle Arniacanum, a work maintaining the authority
of the See of Armagh, as theseat of the Primacy, over that of Dub-
lin, was written and published in 1728, by Hugh Mac Mahon,
archliishop of Armagh, who died in 1787. This learned and cele-

brated work decided, in favour of Armagh, the controversy which
had been carried on for many centuries, between the Sees of Dub-
lin and Armagh, respecting the Primacy. Michael O'Reilly. Pri-
mateofArmagh, who died at Drogheda ahout A. D. 1758, published
an Irish Catechism, which is in high estimation. Accounts of all

these writers are given in Ware, in Stuart's Armagh, O'Reilly's
Irish Writers, and Brennan's Ecclesiastical History.

Patrick Fleming, a relative of the lords of Slane, who died about
A. D. 1623, wrote a Life of St. Columbanus and other works.

The Ecclesiast ical Annals of Ireland, a. valuable work, writ-
ten in Latin, was published at Rome in 1600, by Francis Porter, a
native of Meath, a Franciscan, who died at Rome in 1702 ; he was
a man of great learning, and published many other important
works mentioned by Brennan.
/™A J5ic*;o?iflr;ei,^c.^In the year 1602 is mentioned, in O'Reil-

ly's Writers, Richard Plunket, a Franciscan friar ofTrim in Meath,
who wrote a Latin and Irish dictionary, of whicli there are copies
in Marsh's library, and in Trinity College, Dublin. Teige O'Neagh-
tan or Norton, a native of Meath, mentioned by O'Reilly in 1742,
wrote an English-Irish dictionary, wliich is in the library of Trinity
College, Dublin, and also many poems. John O'Neaghtan, a na-

no notice or warning was sent to them, for they did

not think that he was restored to a state ofefficiency

from the confinement in which he had been, neither

live of Meath, a famous Irish poet, is mentioned by O'Reilly in

the year 1715, and he enumerates his compositions. James Mac
Cuairt, a celebrated Bard in Ulster, is mentioned hy O'Reilly in

the year 1712, and he enumerates a great many of his composi-
tions in Irish, particularly a poem on the Battle of Aughrim.
Many poets of the O'Reillys, Mac Bradys, O'Clerys, O'Farrellys,
and Mac Cabes, in the county of Cavan, are mentioned by O'Reilly
in the 18th century. Hugh O'Reilly, of the county of Cavan, an
eminent lawyer in the reign of king James II., wrote an excellent
compendium on the history of Ireland, and the wars of Elizabeth
and Cromwell.

Irish Catechisms.—The Rev. Francis O'Molloy a native of
Meath, a Franciscan and lecturer in the College of St. Isidore at
Rome, published in that city, in the year 1676, an Irish catechism,
wliich is highly esteemed, and entitled Lochran-na-gCreidenmh-
ach, i. e. Lucerna Fidelium, or the Lamp of the Faithful ; he also

published a good Irish grammar. Bonaventure 0'Hosey,a native
of Fermanagh, wrote an excellent Irish catechism and Prayer
Book, published at Rome in 1707, by the Society de Propaganda
Fide. The Rev. Andrew Donlevey, a native of Donegal, publish-
ed at Paris, in 1742, an Irish catechism, which is considered a
work of great merit.

Torlogh O'Carolan, the famous Bard and Harper, who has been
already mentioned in this article in the account of the Bards, was a
native of Newtown, near Kilmainham Wood, in the county of
Meath, and diocese of Kilmore. The Rev. Paul O'Brien, ofwhom
an account is given in O'Reilly's Writers, was likewise a native of
the parish of Kilmainham \^'ood, and a relative ofCarolan, the
Bard. Dr. O'Brien was Irish Professor at the College of May-
nootli, where he died in 1820 ; he was a man of great abilities and
acquirements, possessed great wit and poetical talents; he wrote
many poems, and published an Irish grammar.

O'Reilly's Irish Write7s and Dictionary.—Edward O'Reilly,

anative of Meath, descended from the O'Reillys of Cavan, was an
eminent Irish scholar, and secretary to the Hiberno-Celtic Society
in Dublin, where he died in 1830. He published in the Transactions

of the Hiberno-Celtic Society, in 1820, an Account of eminent
Irish Writers from the earliest ages, to near the end of the 18tU
century ; he also published an excellent Irish dictionary and
grammar ; Essays on the Brehon Laws, on the Poems of Ossian,

&c.

Mac Geoghegan's History of Ireland.—This work was written

in French by the Abbe James Mac Geoghegan, a learned ecclesi-

astic, a native of Westmeath, who resided for many years in France,

and died at Paris in 1765 ; his History was published at Paris in

1758, and it was dedicated by Mac Geoghegan to the officers of

the Irish Brigade in the service of France. This valuable work
contains an Epitome of the history of Ireland, from the earliest

ages to the end of the Revolution, and Treaty of Limerick, with
some other affairs terminating at A. D. 1692, hut giving a short

account of some subsequent events connected with the Irish Bri-

gades. This History was translated from the French by Patrick

O'Kelly, and published in Dublin in the year 1836, in three vols.

;

but was republished in 1844, in a very elegant style, in one large

volume 8vo., by Dutfy of Dublin.

Taaffe's History of Ireland, written by the Rev. Dennis

Taafife, a native of Louth ; he was a Franciscan friar, and studied

sometime in the University of Prague, and was a man of great

abilities, but of eccentric habits. On his return to Ireland, he

resided chiefly in Dublin, and, in 1798, actively cooperated with

the United Irishmen, and commanded personally with great bra-

very in Wexford and Wicklow ; his Biography is given in Cox's

Irish Magazine, Lawless's History of Ireland, and Madden's
United Irishmen ; he died iu Thomas street, Dublin, in the year

1813, in the 00th year of his age. In writing his History of

Ireland, his chief patrons were John Keogh, of JVIount Jerome, and

Dr. Mac Carthy, bishop of Cork. Taaffe's History of Ireland was
published in 1810, in four volumes 8vo. by Christie, in Dublin
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did they contemplate to fly before the Tirconnal-

lians at any former time. All the adjoining parts

of Tyrone were laid waste by fire and sword by

and comprises the period from the English invasion to 1810.

Being written with too much haste, and nnder adverse cir-

cumstances, it has some faults as to arrangement and chrono-

logical accuracy, but, notwithstanding, it cuntahis much interest-

ing information, written in a bold and patriotic style, and abounds

in brilliant passages of great spirit and beauty, with many power-

ful invectives against anti-Irish writers.

Curry's Civil Wais of Ireland, written by John Curry, M. D.

a native of Cootehill, in the county of Cavan ; he resided chiefly

in Dublin, where he died about 1780. His Review of the Civil

Wars in Ireland was first printed in 177.5, but has been several

times republished in Dublin. This valuable work contains com-
pilations from various sources, on the wars in Ireland in the reign

of Elizabeth, the Insurrection of HJ-ll, the Cromwellian war and

the War of the Revolution, with accounts of the confiscations,

Penal laws, &c.

In the 17th and 18th centuries, many of the Protestant Primates

of Armagh were very learned men, and eminent writers, particu-

larly the illustrious James Ussher, one of the most learned men in

Europe in the 17lh century. The Primates John Bramhall, and

John Hoadly, were likewise eminent writers. Many of thebisliops

in the Archdiocese of Armagli were highly distinguished in these

times, as William Bedell, bishop of Kilmore, and Jeremy TaUor,
bishop of Down and Connor, both of whom were eminent for their

learning and virtues ; Bedell's Biblc,coutam'mf; the Old Testament

translated into Irish, is a well known work. Ricliard Pococke,

bishop ofMeath, was a celebrated antiquary and traveller in the

East. William Nicholson, bishop of Derry, was Author of the

English, Irish, and Scotch Ilistoricnl L'lhraries, and variousother

learned works. Thomas Percy, bishop of Dromore, was the cele-

brated Author of Reliqucs of Ancient Poetry, and many other

works. John Stearne, bishop of Dromore and Clogher, was a

learned Prelate, and great collector of Irish MSS-, which are de-

posited in Trinity College. Francis Hutchinson, bishop of Down
ari<l Connor, published, in 173+, A Defence of the Ancient History

of Ireland. Richard JIant, bishop of Down and Coimor, a learned

Prelate, published in 1840, a History of the Irish Protestant

Church. Accounts of the learned bishops above mentioned, and

their works, are given in Ware and Stuart's Armagh.
Toland's History of Druidism, and various other well known

works, were written by the celebrated John Toland, a native of

Donegal, born in luisowen, near Derry, in 1670 ; his name in Irish

was O'Tuathalain, which he anglicised Toland. His History of

the Irish Drnidsis a learned work, and was republished at Mon-
trose, in Scotland, in 1814.

A rchdulVsMonasticon and Lodge's Peerage.—TheRev.Mervyn
Archdall, a native of Fermanagh, a Protestant clergyman, and rec-

tor of Slane in Meath, compiled in several volumes, some of which

still remain in MS. in Dublin, an account of the Monasteries

of Ireland and other matters on Ecclesiastical History. He
publislied in 1780 his Monasticou Hibernicum, a very valuable

work, giving an account of the Monasteries of Ireland from the

earliest ages to the Reformation; he also published in 1789 an

edition in 7 vols, of Lodge's Peerage, with many valuable ad-

ditions to the original work.
Stuart's Armagh, printed at Newry in 1819, was written by

the Kev. Dr. James Stuart, and is an excellent and impartial

work containing the History of Armagh from the earliest times,

with accounts of all the Catholic and Protestant Archbishops, and

much general information on Irish history and antiquities.

There are various other works connected with the history and

topography of Ulster, which may be mentioned, as Pynnar's Survey

of Ulster in Harris's Hiberniea ;
Dubordieu's Surveys of Down

and Antrim, and Harris's Survey of Down. Sampson's Survey of

Derry; Mac Evoy's Survey of Tyrone, and Mac Parian's Survey

of Donegal. Sir Charles Coote's Surveys of Armagh, Monaghanand
Cavan, Thompson's Survey of Meath ; and a Survey of West-

meath by Sir Henry Piers, in Valiancy's Collectanea. Wright's

that small force ; every person taken who was

capable of making resistance was put to the sword

and slain ; this force having collected great booty,

Louthiana on the Antiquities of Louth; D'Alton's History of

Drogheda,and Shirley's History of Farney in Monaghan.

Rerun Hibernicarum Scriptorcs Vetcres.—This work has been

already mentioned, at p. 134, on the Literature of Connaught. It

contains many of the chief works of the ancient Irish annalists, as

the Annals of the Four Masters, to the English invasion in 1171 ;

the Annals of Inisfallen, of Tigearnach, and of Boyle; and the

Annals of Ulster, all translated into Latin, with the Irish text on

one side, together with many learned Dissertations on ancient Irish

literature, &c. This great work was compiled by the Rev. Dr.

Charles O'Conor, of the eminent literary family of the O'Conors of

Roscommon, nephew to the celebrated Charles O'Conor of Belen-

agare. Dr. O'Conor was Librarian to the late Duke of Buckingham

at Stowe,and, under his patronage, this work, entitled Rerum Hi-

bernicarum Scriptores Veteres was, at the cost of many thousand

pounds, printed at Buckingham between the years 1814 and 1826,

in four large 4to. volumes. Sir F. Palgrave, in his Rise of the

English Commonwealth, saysof this publication, " A work which,

whether we consider the learning of the editor, the value of the

materials, or the princely munificence of the Dukeof Buckingham,

at whose expense it was produced, is without a parallel in modern

literature." The translator of these Annals has had the high ho-

nour of being presented with a copy of the Rerum Hibernicarum

Scriptores, by his Grace the present Duke of Buckingham, who

has, by this act of liberality, evinced an hereditary regard for the

interests of Irish literature; and it may be observed, that from

these valuable volumes, presented by his Grace, has been ex-

tracted a vast deal of the original matter, given in the annotations

in the course of these Aicnals, never before published, and containing

important information, and copious illustrations of Irish history.

The ancient Literature of Lcinster.—A full account of the an-

cient literature of this province will be given at a future time,

should an opportunity occur. Amongst the principal works, the

following may be mentioned : The Booh of Leinster, which is

contained in the Books of Leacanand Ballymote ; and a copy of it

in the library of Trinity College gives the ancient history of Lein-

ster, and its kings, princes, chiefs, and clans, and would be a

valuable work if translated into English, and published with pro-

per annotations. The Book ofGlendalough, said by O'Reilly to

be in the library of Trinity College, Dublin, is an ancient work

on the history of Leinster, whicli should also be translated

and published. The Book of Kilkenny, an ancient work, is often

quoted by Colgan, in his Lives of the Irish Saints. I'he Feilire,

or Fe«<io?0(/!/ of Aengus Cele De, a celebrated writsr of the 8th

century, who was abbot of Clonenagh, in the diocese of Leighlin,

and Queen's county, and who was a native ofDalaradia, in the

county of Down, in Ulster; he was a man of great learning, and

his work is one of the most important now extant on the Lives of

the ancient Saints of Ireland, but it has never been translated or

published ; there are copies of it in the libraries of Trinity College,

and of the Royal Irish Academy. Tlie Booh of Howth, said to

be in the Lambeth Library, in London, was an ancient work of

note, and from it chiefly was compiled Hanmer's Chronicle- The

Annals of Ireland, by James Grace, prior of St. John's in Kilkenny,

written in the IGth century ; the Annals of Ireland, by John

Clynn, a Franciscan friar of Kilkenny, in the 14th century, and

the Annals of Ireland by Thady Dowling, chancellor of Leighlin,

in the latter end of the 16th century, may be mentioned as works

connected with the ancient literature of Leinster.

Analecta Sacra; Hihernia Resurgem ; Hierographia Hibcr-

nl(E and variousother works on Irish Ecclesiastical History and An-

tiquities, and on the religious persecutions in Ireland, were written

by David Roth, bishop of Ossory, who died in 1650, and is much
praised by Ware for his great learning ; the above works were pub-

lished at (Tologne and other places between the years 161 6 and 1640.

The Bleeding I}Mgema,]my>\\s,heAa\,hou\a.m in 1674,and other

works, chiefly in vindication of the Confederate Catholics in the war

of 1641, i:c., were written by Nicholas French, bishop of Ferns.

4 F
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including cottlc and flocks, returned into their own

territory. The fortress of O'Neill, i. e. of Torlogh

Luineach, was at that time at Strabane, and it was

never customary for the O'Neill to reside there un-

til the tinie of that Torlogh ; great was his ani-

mosity against the Tirconnallians, and against

the brother-in-law of O'Donnell, namely, the earl

O'Neill. O'Neill brought a party of the English

of Dublin to aid him against the Tirconnallians,

and the earl O'Neill, namely, captain Willis, and

captain Fulart, with two hundred soldiers. It was

a source of mental affliction to young O'Donnell

that the English of Dublin should have come to

the borders of his territory, to traverse his patri-

mony, and the province at large, which induced

him, in a week's time, to march with a force into

Tyrone ; the people of the country fled as they

had done on former occasions, until they reached

Ciannachta of Glen Geimhin (now the barony of

Kenaught, in Derry) ; he proceeded until he came

close to where O'Neill and the English were, with

their troops, and O'Donnell commanded his forces

to attack them in their position ; this they accord-

ingly did, and made a fierce rush and charge on

them in mid-day ; when they beheld the Tircon-

nallians advancing, they did not wait for them,

but retreated to protect themselves to a castle,

which stood on the banks of the river, called Roa
(the river Roe, in Derry) ; that was an impregnable

castle, and was the fortress of O'Kane, and O'Don-
nell laid siege to the castle. O'Kane sent his

messenger to O'Donnell, with a writing, and the

contents of the letter were, that O'Donnell was a

foster-son of his, that he had formerly ratified his

friendship for him, and that, under the protection

of that friendship, he hoped he might be spared on

that occasion, on behalf of the property which had

come under his guarantee and protection, and that.

Florilcgium Insula; Sanctorum , &c., a learned work on the

Lives of tlie Irish Saints, was written by the Kev. Thomas lies-

6in<;rhani, and published at Paris in 1024.

Hlberuta Doininicann, written hy Thomas de Burfio, or Burke,
bishop of Ossory, who died in 1786. He was distinguished for

preat learning and abilities, and, ill 1762, published his Hibernia
Dominicana, or History of the Dominican Monasteries in Ireland,

with an account of all the eminent menoftlie Dominican Order.
Tiie work also contains immense information on Irish history, with
genealogies and biographies of distinguished Irishmen in the service

of foreign states, &c., and if translated into English, and published,

would form a valuable work on Irish history. The Hibernia
Dominicana was printed in Kilkenny, though said on the title page
to have been published at Cologne, for such works were at that
time prohibited by the Irish government; de Burgo also wrote
Lives of several Irish saints. Accounts of Roth, French, Messing-

should he be in pursuit of such again, he would

not receive it. O'Donnell forgave him on that oc-

casion, and having returned back, he remained

three days and nights in the district, from which

the protected preys had been carried off, destroying

and completely devastating it ; he then proceeded

back to his own country, and did not halt until he

arrived at Donegal, where he remained for the

space of two months under cure. He considered

it too long that O'Neill and his English should

not be attacked during that time, and having col-

lected his forces, they marched over Barnus More,

across the rivers Finn and Mourne, on their pro-

gress to Strabane, where O'Neill and his English

were, and they did net halt until they arrived just

before them ; O'Neill, however, or his English, did

not leave the stronghold of the fortress to fight

them, and when they were not encountered in bat-

tle, what they did was to set fire and flames to the

four sides of the town, and they did not cease until

they burned all the houses that were outside ofthe

walls, and when they could not get the English

out to prevent the destruction, they returned to

their homes with victory. As to the earl O'Neill,

when he perceived the enmity of Hugh Roe

O'Donnell's own kindred towards him, what he

did was to proceed to the lord justice, namely,

William Fitzwilliam, to obtain protection for

O'Donnell to appear before him, and to hold a con-

ference with him at Dundalk, which was granted

him; and having gone for O'Donnell to Donegal,

he took him with him to Dundalk, and both having

appeared before the lord justice, he received them

very kindly, and he forgave O'Donnell for having

escaped, and they confirmed their peace and friend-

ship towards each other in the strictest manner

possible ; these chiefs having taken their leave of

the lord justice, they left him their blessings, and

ham, and de Burgo, and their various works, are given in Ware and

in Brennan's Ecclesiastical History.

In Ware's Works accounts are given ofmany learned writers, in

ancient and modern times in Leinster, and of the learned arch-

bishops of Dublin, and bishops in other sees of Leinster, accounts

are given in Ware's Bishops by Harris ; a full account of the Pri-

mates is also given in D'Alton's Archbishops of Dublin. Amongst
the learned men of Leinster may be mentioned many eminent

Anglo-Irish Writers, most of whose works were composed in

Dublin, as the Histories, Annals and Chronicles of Giraldus Cam-
brensis, Stanihurst, Hanmer, and Campion, Spenser's View of Ire-

land, Ware's Antiquities and Bishops by Harris, Vallancey's

Collectanea, Grose's and Lednich's Antiquities, Cox's Hibernia

Anglicaiia, Carew's Pacata Hibernia, the Histories of Ireland, *:c.

by Fynes Morrison, Leland, Warner, Borlase, Temple, Carte,

Clarendon, Plowden, &c.
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returned to their respective homes. When those

of the Tirconnallians who were in opposition to

O'Donneli, heard of his having made peace with

the lord justice, they all came in peace and friend-

ship to him ; the most eminent of those who came

there were Hugh, the son of Huge Duv, son of

Hugh Roe (O'Donneli), Niall Garv, the son of

Con, son of Calvach, son of Manus, son of Hugh
Duv (O'Donneli), and his brethren, and O'Dogh-
erty, namely, John Oge, the son of John, son of

Felim, son of Conor Carrach, after he had been

taken prisoner by him.

A. D. 1593.

O'Donneli, i. e. Hugh Roe, was in his own family

residence at LiflFord, in the month of January, this

year, watching his enemy, namely, Torlogh Luin-

each, son of Niall Conallach (O'Neill); he continu-

ed to wreak his vengeance and animosity on him, to

expel him from hislordship, and to reduce him, in

order to have Hugh O'Neill appointed in his place;

it was well for him that he took the forethought,

for a lordship was granted to Hugh O'Neill, and

Torlogh Luincach consented and submitted to have

the title conferred on him. Hugh O'Neill, i. e. the

earl, was then nominated the O'Neill, and Torlogh

Luineach sent away the English he had with him,

after he had made peace with O'Neill and O'Don-

neli ; and this affair took place in the month of

May precisely. The province of Conor Mac
Neasa (Ulster), was subjected to the peaceable

government of those two, and their hostages and

captives were under their controul, so that they

were subservient to them.

The Clan William (Burkes of Connaught),

whom we have mentioned, surrendered themselves

to the governor at Michaelmas of this year; the

English so plundered them, that they left them no-

thingof their property, or great wealth, before May
of this year,and such of their people as had not been

extirpated, or put to death, were dispersed and scat-

tered throughout Ireland, to seek for subsistence.

A warlike dissension arose between Sir George

Bingham, of Ballyraote, and Bryan Oge-na-Sam-

thach (of the Battle-axes), the son of Bryan, son

of Bryan, son of Owen O'Rourke, about May of

this year. The cause of that contention was, that

a portion of the queen's rent had not been received

from Brefney on that festival, Bryan O'Rourke

maintaining that all the rents not paid were on
the waste lands, and that he (Bingham), had no
right to demand rent from those wastes until they

were set. Sir George sent soldiers into Brefney

to make a prey in lieu of the rent, and the pledges

which they happened to meet with were Bryan
O'Rourke's own milch cows ; Bryan went to de-

mand their restoration, but it was not granted him,

and having returned to his own country, he sent

for some common soldiers and mercenaries into

Tyrone, Tirconnell, and Fermanagh ; after they

had come to him, he did not halt by day or night

until he arrived at Ballymote, and when near that

town he sent forth his scouring parties through the

two Triochas (baronies) of the Mac Donoghs, viz.,

Corran and Tirerrill (in Sligo), and very little of

those two territoi'ies that they did not plunder on

that single predatory expedition ; he also burned

on that day thirteen towns, in every direction

about Ballymote, and he completely plundered

Ballymote itself, as well as the other towns ; many
were slain who are not recorded, among whom were

the son of Cobthach Roe Mac Gauran, who fell on
the side of Bryan, and Gilbert Graisine (Grace),

a gentleman of Sir George's people, who fell on

the other side ; the son of O'Rourke returned to

his country with preys and much booty, and this

took place in the first month of summer.

Maguire, i.e. Hugh, the son of Cuchonacht,

marched with a force, in imitation of Bryan

O'Rourke's force ; he first proceeded through the

south of Brefney, by the left hand side of Lough
Allen, along the south of Tirerrill and Corran, to

the bridge of the monastery of Boyle, and into the

plains of Connaught, and sent forth his predatory

pailies, early in the beginning of the day, through-

out the neighbouring country. The governor. Sir

Richard Bingham, happened to have been that

night on a hill before the gate of Tulsk, in the

barony of Roscommon, watching the surrounding

country ; a party of the governor's cavalry were

scouring the hills in every direction about the

Tulach (Hill), on which he was, and they did not

perceive, through the dark mist of the early morn-

ing, until they and Maguire, with his cavalry, con-

fronted each other ; the governor's cavalry having

turned their backs to them, they were hotly pur-

sued by Maguire and his people, who continued

slaying and cutting them down, until they reached

4 F 2
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the bordet of the place where the governor was ;

they then turned on Maguire, and pursued him in

the same direction back, until he arrived in the

midst of his forces. When the governor saw that

he hasi not an equal number ofmen with them, he

returned back, and he himself, and all those along

with him. escaped from that dangerous conflict,

except William Clifart (ClifFord), an eminent gen-

tleman, together with five or sLx horsemen, who

were slain on that occasion ; on the other side

there were slain Edmond Magauran, Primate of

Armagh, who accidentally happened to have

been along with Maguire; the abbot Maguire,

namely, Cathal Mac Anabbadh Mac Cafiry, i. e.

Felim, and his brother's son ; it was on the

3rd day of the month of July those were slain ;

but, however, Maguire was not followed from that

time till night, and having earned off the preys,

and great booty from the country, he proceeded

by slow marclics from one encampment to another,

until he arrived in Fermanagh.'

Maguire, and the forementioned Bryan O'Rourke,

were in alliance, in carrying on \var and devastation

against the English, during the Summer. Bryan,

the son of Hugh Oge, son of Hugh, son of John

Buighe Mac Mahon, of Dartry of Oirgiall, and

the sons of Eiver, the son of Cu-uUa (Mac Ma-

hon), of Farney (both in Monaghan), as well as

Richard, the son of Ulick Burke, namely, Mac
Deamhain-an-Chorrain, were also plundering and

in insuri'ection against the English. These Oir-

gialUans made an attack on a company of soldiers

quartered at Monaghan, and they slew the most

of them, on which account a proclamation was sent

to every great town in Ireland, proclaiming those

we have mentioned, and then* allies, to be traitors.

A. D. 1593.
1. Death of Prlmnte Mac Gauran.—This prelate, Edmond

Mac Gauran, was of tlie old family of the Mac Gaurans, chiefs of

TuUaghaw in Cav,in, and an account of him is given in Stuart's

Armagh, and in Brennan's Ecclesiastical History ; he was conse-
crated, at Rome, archbishop of Armagh, and on his arrival in

Ireland, in lo9!5, a large reward was offered for his apprehension
by the lord deputy. Sir "William Russell, and consequently the
bishop was obliged to keej) himself concealed, and was protected
chiefly at the residence of his friend, Hugh Maguire, lord of
Fermanagh, who refused to give him up to the deputy. Maguire,
as above stated in the text, having proceeded with his forces
against the English in Connaught, was accompanied by the bishop,
and having encountered the English, under the governor, Sir
Richard Bingham, they had a sharp conflict at a place called
Sciath-na-Fcarta, whicli appears to have been situated near
Tulsk, in Roscommon

; many were slain on both sides, but the

The lord justice, after that, in the following har-

vest, commanded the great forces of Meath, Lein-

ster, and Leath-Mogha (Munster), to march into

Ulster, and the governor of the province of Con-

naught commanded all the forces, from the Shan-

non to Drowis (Bundrowis, near Ballyshannon),

to march and join them at the river Erne. With

respect to the lord justice, he gave his own com-

mand in that army to the marshal of Newry (Sir

Henry Bagnall), and to the earl of Tyrone, namely,

Hugh (O'Neill), the son of Ferdorclia, son ofConn
Bacach. These numerous and veiy great forces

overran the country, on the eastern side of Lough

Erne, from Cam More of Slieve Beatha (the great

Cam, on Slievebagh mountain, in the barony of

Trough, county of Monaghan, on the border of

Tyrone), to Easroe (at Ballyshannon). The earl

of Tyrone was not willing to march in that army,

but, however, his dread of the English compelled

him to serve them. When Hugh Maguire received

intelligence that those great congregated forces,

were marching towards him, he sent his property

and cattle, both cows and flocks, into Tirconnell for

security, while he himself, with the few forces he

had along with him, of his own territory, and of

common soldiers from other countries, remained

on the western side of the lake, at Enniskillen, to

oppose the English, determined not to suffer them

to pass that place ; they afterwards advanced a-

long the left hand side of the lake, until they ar-

rived at a celebrated ford on the Erne, viz., Ath-

Chul-Uain ; while they were coming to that place,

Maguire, with his forces, was marching parallel

with them on the western side of the lake, untd

he arrived at the same ford on the other side ; the

English forces then entered the ford, which Ma-

English forces were defeated, and Hugh Maguire transfixed with

a spear, and slew on the spot. Sir William Cliiford, one of the

chief commanders of the English. The bishop Mac Gauran was
accompanied by Cathal Maguire, and Felim Mac CatFry the

standard-bearer, who, being attacked by some of the English ca-

valry, were prostrated in the shock, and some of Maguire's gal-

loglasses having rushed to their aid, on hearing the bishop's

voice, they, in consequence of a thick mist which prevailed

at the time, mistook Cathal Maguire, who was valiantly

defending his fallen friend, for one of the English troopers, and

unrortunately slew him j and the bishop himself was slain by
the thrust of a spear from one of the English hotsemen. It is

erroneously stated by de Burgo, in the Iliberni Dominicano,
and by other writers, that the Primate Mac Gauran was
slain in 1598, near Armagh; but the correct accoint is given in

Stuart's Armagh, and in tlie Four Masters.



REIGN OF ELIZABETH. 589

g'ulre endeavoured to defend as well as he could,

but, however, the proverb was verified, '•' that a

host overcomes a few, " for the ford was obliged

to be given up to the English, and Maguire having

been defeated, a great number of his people were

slain ; the earl of Tyrone was wounded on that

occasion.^ The governor of the province of Con-

naught, and the earl ofThoniond, namely, Donogh,

the son of Conor, son of Douogh O'Brien, came to

join them (the English), on the other side of the

Erne, but they did no execution ; and the gover-

nor, with the forces of the province of Connaught,

proceeded to the monastery of Boj'le, where he

remained for some time plundering Muintir Eoluis

(in Leitrim), and the west of Fermanagh ; the

men of Connaught afterwards returned to their

homes, and the earl of Tyrone, and the marshal,

proceeded to their places, after spoiling much in

Fermanagh. They left companies in the country

to aid Conor Oge, the son of Conor Roe Maguire,

who was in opposition to Maguire ; unhappy and

disturbed were those from Clochar Mac Ueimh-

ene (Clogher), in Tyrone, to Raith Cruachain in

Connaught (Croghan, in Roscommon), and from

Traigh Eothuile (near BalUsadai'e, in Sligo), to

Brefney O'Reilly (county of Cavan), at that time.

Mac Carthy Riavach, i. e. Owen, the son of

Donal, son of Fingin (Florence), lord of C arberry

(in Cork), died ; he was a sensible, pious man, of

good hospitality, and noble deeds, and Donal, the

son of Cormac-na-Haoine, succeeded in his place.

Mary, daughter of Cormac Oge, son of Teige

Mac Carthy, the wife of O'Sullivan More, died.

Murtogh, the son ofConor, son ofTorlogh O'Brien

of Druim Laighen (Dromline, in the barony of

Bunratty, county of Clare), died, and was buried

in his own town, i. e. Dromline ; and his son

Conor succeeded in his place.

Murtogh, the son of Donal, son of Conor O'Brien

of Tulcha (TuUa, in the county of Clare), died.

Teige, the son of William, son of Teige Duv

2. Battle nf Ath-Cul-Uain.—This battle was fought at a
ford on the river Erne, somewhere near Lougli Erne ; Hugh
O'lVeill, earl of Tyrone, was at this time in alliance with the
English, and commanded in conjunction with the marshal, Sir
Henry Bagnall. The Irish were commanded by Hugh Maguire,
lord of Fermanagh, assisted by a small body of men, and some
Scots sent to his assistance by O'Donnell ; and, according to Mac
Geoghegan, the Irish were armed with battle-axes, and the Scots
with arrows. The English forces opened a cannonade on Ma- |

O'Kelly, of the Caladh, in the territory of Hy
Maine (in Galway), died ; and the deceased was

one of the greatest losses in Hy Maine.

O'Dwyer of Coill-na-Manach (barony ofKilna-

managh, in Tipperary), namely, Philip, the son of

Anthony, died, and his son Dermod succeeded in

his place.

Margaret, the daughter ofO'Boyle, i. e. ofTor-

logh, died.

A.D. 1594.

Mac Mahon, i.e. the lord of the eastern Core

Baisciud (barony of Clonderlaw, in Clare), namely,

Teige, the son of Murrogh, son of Teige Roe, son

of Torlogh, son of Teige, died ; and his son, Tor-

logh Roe, succeeded in his place.

O'Sullivan of Beire, i. e. Eochy, the son of Der-

mod, son of Donal, died ; he was not, however, the

O'Sullivan of Beire at that time, although he had

formerly been so, for his brother's son, namel)-,

Donal, the son of Donal, son of Dermod, took

Dun Baoi and Beire (Dunboy and Bear, in Cork),

from him the year previous to his death, by the

decision of the council of England and the council

of Ireland ; and Donal himself was nominated

O'Sullivan Beire.

O'Dowd of Tir Fiachrach, namely, Dathi, the

son of Teige Riavach, son of Owen, was killed by
a soldier of the queen's people, in one of his own
towns in Tir Fiachrach of the Moy (barony of

Tireragh, county of Sligo).

O'Heyne (of Galway), i. e. Hugh Buighe, the

son of Owen Mantach, son of Edmond, son of

Flann, died.

The daughter of Mac I-Brien of Ara (in Tip-

peraiy), namely, Onora, the daughter of Torlogh,

son of Murtogh, son of Donal, son of Teige, the

wife of Peirce, son of Edmond of the Caladh (or

Port), son of Pierce Roe Butler, died.

The lord justice, having collected a great force,

proceeded unperceived through the adjoining terri-

guire's men, who were posted on the opposite side of the river

Erne ; the Irish, being unable to defend themselves against the

English artillery, were forced to give way, and O'Neill, having
discovered a ford, crossed the river at the head of liis cavalry;
but he was severely wounded in the thigh by the shot of an arrow
from one of Maguire's men, and, according to Mac Geoghegan,
Maguire ha\ ing rallied his horse and foot, compelled the English

forces to recross the river.
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tories without delaj^, until he arrived at Enniskillen,

and sat down before it, and laid seige to the for-

tress ; the forces began to batter the wall with the

requisite engines, and they did not cease until they

at length took it ; and the lord justice having left

guards in the castle, returned to his residence.

When Maguire received intelligence that the lord

justice had returned back, he mustered all the

forces he possibly could, and laid seige to the same

castle, and he sent a messenger to O'Donnell, i. e.

Hugh Roe, entreating him to come to his aid, and

he promptly responded to the call, for he marched

to him with his forces, and they laid seige to the

fortress, from the beginning of June to the middle

of August. These forces devastated and burned

all that was imder the controul of the English, in

the territory of Oirgiall and in Brefney O'Reilly,

and they took their cows and cattle as provision

stores for their soldiers. O'Donnell remained en-

camped, carrying on the siege against Enniskillen,

from the beginning ofJune to the month ofAugust,

as we have stated, until the guards of the castle

had consumed nearly all their provisions. Mes-

sages came to O'Donnell from the Scots, for whom
he had previously sent, informing him that they

had arrived at Derry ; and those who came thither

were Donal Gorm Mac Donnell,and Mac Leod of

Arran. O'Donnell afterwards went to engage

their services, accompanied by a small party of his

forces, and he left another large portion of them

with Maguire to aid him ; and he commanded them

to remain carrying on the seige against the castle.

AVhen the lord justice, Sir William Fitzwilliam,

received intelligence that the guards of Enniskillen

were in want of stores and provisions, he command-
ed a great number of the men of Meath, the chiefs

of the O'Reillys, and the Binghams of the pro-

vince of Connaught, under the command of young

A. D. 1594.

1 . B»ffJe of the Ford of tht Bi.-ciiits.—This fierce battle, in

wliich the English forces under Biiighiini, tosetlicr with his Irish

allies, were defeated, and 401) of them slain, accordinji to Mac
Geoehecrun, was fonsrht at a ford on a river called the Farna,
within about fonr miles of Enniskillen, as stated in the text, and is

now known as the river Arney, in the Ijarony of Clanawley, county
of Fernianash. The place got its name, in Irish Bel-Atha-na-
niBrios'»aidh, signifying the month of the Ford of the Biscuits,

from the circumstance of the English forces, when defeated, having
left behind them a vast quantity of biscuits, whicli they were
conveying, with other provisions, to the garrison at Fnniskillen.
The Irish were commanded by tlie valiant Hugh Maguire, lord of
Fermanagh, and Cormac O'Neill, a chief of Tyrone, assisted bv

George Bingham, to come for the purpose of

conveying provision stores to Enniskillen ; those

chiefs having met together, proceeded to Cavan,

the town of O'Reilly, for the provisions ; and they

marched along the right hand side of Lough Erne,

until they came within about four miles of the town

(of Enniskillen). When Maguire, i. e. Hugh,

learned that those forces were marching towards

the town with the provisions before mentioned, he,

with his own forces, and the force left him by

O'Donnell, together with Cormac, the son of the

baron, namely, the brother ofthe earl O'Neill, pro-

ceeded, and halted at a narrow pass by which they

expected they would march towards them ; that

plan was advantageous for they came without taking

any notice until they encountered Maguire's party

at Beal-Atha-Sainreadhaigh ; a violent and tierce

conflict, and a strenuous and determined battle en-

sued between both parties, but at length Maguire

and his forces defeated the other party by force of

arms, so that he slaughtered their chiefs,and he con-

tinued pursuing the vanquished for a long distance

from that place. Immense was the number ofofficers

and common soldiers that were slain in that battle

;

a vast number of horses, and a great deal of arms

and of property were left in that place, besides the

steeds and horses which were carrying the stores

to Enniskillen. Some scattered fugitives of the

men of Meath, and of the O'Reillys, escaped from

that fierce conflict to tell the tale, and they did not

stop until they arrived in Brefnej' O'Reilly. The

direction which young George Bingham took, with

the few who accompanied him from that field of

battle, was through Largan of Clan Cobthach Mac
Gauran, through Brefney O'Rourke, and from

thence to Sligo. A name was established for the

ford at which that great victory was gained, viz., by

naming it Bel-Atha-na-mBriosgaidh' (the Ford of

some men sent to tliem by Red Hugh O'Donnell. Tlie chiefof the

O'KeiUys who was then in alliance with the English was Maolmora
or Miles O'Reilly, a young man of great valour and ambition, who
was commonly called the Qtteen':i O'Jteilfy, to distinguish hira

from the other chiefs of the O'Reillys who fought against Eliza-

beth ; he was called by the Iri^h Maolmora Breagh, signifying

Miles the Brave or Handsome, and having got from the queen a

grant by letters patent of the county of Cavan, he comnmnded a

troop of cavalry in the queen's service, and was slain at the great

battle of the bellow Ford, on the borders of Armagh and Tyrone,

where, in 1598, the English forces, under marshal Bagnall, were

defeated with immense slangbler, by the Irish of Ulster, under the

command of Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone.
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the Biscuits), on account of the great quantity of

biscuits and small cakes that were left in their pos-

session that day. When the guards of the castle re-

ceived intelligence of the forces being defeated they

gave up the town to Maguire, who gave them

quarter.

A new lord justice came to Ireland in the month

of July of this year, whose name was Sir William

Russell ; he ordered that provisions and stores

should be put into every town in the possession of

the queen, des])ite of all those opposed to him, and

he commanded the men of Meath, of Leinster,

Munster, and Connaught, to meet him with all

their forces at Athlone, on the IGth day of the

month of September ; at that appointed period

the lord justice arrived, as he had promised, at

Athlone, and then proceeded from thence to Ros-

common.

A.D. 1595.

The lord justice of Ireland, sir William Russell,

at the instigation of some of the neighbours, and

those hving near to Fiacha Mac Hugh (O'Byrne),

marched against Fiacha himself to Baile-na-Cuire

(Ballinacor, in Wicklow), in the month of January

precisely ; having arrived near the town, and be-

fore they were able to enter the gate of the ram-

part which surrounded it, the sound of a drum was

accidentally heard from the soldiers who were

marching on it ; Fiacha and his people being

startled, quickly prepared themselves, and having

sent some of his party to defend the gate, he sent

all his people, men, sons, and women, out by the

escaping gates ofthe toivn ; and he himselffollowed

them, and took them, through the wilds and re-

cesses, to a secure place ; and while Fiacha was on

his guard, AValter Riavach, the son of Gerald, son

of Thomas, of the Geraldines of Kildare, came to

him. As to the lord justice, he remained for ten

days in Ballinacor, after Fiacha had departed from

it, and having left one or two companies of soldiers

to guard it, he himself returned back to Dublin.

In fifteen days after that, Walter Riavach, and

some of the clan of Fiacha Mac Hugh, proceeded

to make a nocturnal attack, about sleeping time,

on Crumghlinn (Crumlin), near the gates of Dub-
lin ; they completely plundered and burned that

town, and took away with them as much of the

leaden roof ofthe town church as they could carry
;

and although the flames and sparks of the town on

fire, were clearly visible in the streets of Dublin,

Walter escaped, without losing a drop of blood, or

receiving a wound. At the expiration of a month

after that, Walter made an attack on the castle of

a gentleman, one of his enemies, who was in his

neighbourhood ; and as to the gentleman, he was

attentively watchful, being aware of the intended

attack of his enemies at the time that Walter and

his party made a sally on the castle ; the gentleman

bravely and fiercely made an onset on Walter, and

they fought each other with great violence and

animosity, and Walter, having been wounded in

his foot on that occasion, was carried otf by his

party to the nearest mountain to them ; they put

him under cure in an earthern cave which was not

known to any three persons, and left none with

him but one young physician of his own faithiul

people, who went every other day to the adjacent

woods to collect herbs ; a conversation took place

privately between him and some of Walter's ene-

mies, and having become friends, he betrayed

Walter (Fitzgerald), to them, who took him priso-

ner ; Walter was afterwards brought to Dublin,

where he was hanged and quartered.

The entire province of Ulster rose up in one

union, and one alliance, against the English this

year.

The O'Xeills marched with a force, in the

month of February, into the estate of the baron of

Slane (Fleming, baron of Slane), and left no pro-

perty after them in those districts, of corn, of

dwelhngs, of tlocks, or of cattle.

The O'Neills marched with another force to

Kells, and they spoiled and completely plundered

the entire country about them.

Maguire, i. e. Hugh, the son ofCuchonacht, son

of Cuchonnacht, son of Cuchonnacht, and Mac

Mahon, namely, Bryan the son of Hugh Oge,

son of Hugh, son of Shane Buighe, marched with

a force to Brefney O'Reilly ; they vigorously plun-

dered and devastated the country, and, moreover,

they did not leave a hut in which two or three

persons might be protected, in the entire of Cavan,

that they did not completely burn, except the mo-

nastery of Cavan, in which the English were at

that time.

Mac Con, the son of Peregrine, son of Dermod,
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son of Teige Cam O'Clery, chief professor in his-

tory to O'Donnell, a man eminent for his acquii-e-

ments, learning, and profession, in history, and

poetry, eloquent and fluent in speech, by the gift of

intellect and judgment, a pious, mild, scrupulous,

devout, and charitable man, died at Leitir Mao-

lain, in Thomond.

Sir John Norris, the queen's war general, came

to Ireland, with eighteen hundred soldiers, in the

end of the month of February, to suppress the war

in Ulster and in Connaught.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, mustered a force to

march into Connaught ; in the first place he pro-

ceeded across the river Erne, on the 3rd day of

March precisely, and by the right hand side of

the Lough of Melge, the son of Cobthach (Lough

Melvin), to Bealach-Ui-Mithidhein (Ballaghamee-

han), where he remained that night ; from thence

through Brefney into Braid Slieve (in Tirerrill,

county of Sligo), where he remained another night.

It was impossible for him to surprise or obtain an

advantage of the province of Olnegmacht (Con-

naught), at that time, for the English resided and

dwelt throughout the country in general, and par-

ticularly in its fortified seats, and impregnable

fortresses ; in the first place, sir Richard Bingham,

governor of the province of Connaught, was in

Roscommon ; another great party of the English

was in a monastery of monks which is situated on

the banks of the river Boyle ; another party in

Tulsk, in the centre of Moy-Ai, north west of

Croghan (in Roscommon) ; a party in Port-Nua,

a fortress which the English themselves erected

between Lough Kea and Lough Arrow (Port Nua,

or Newport, between Lough Kea, in Roscommon,

and Lough Arrow, in Sligo) ; a party in Ballymote,

and another large party in Sligo. Intelligence

reached the governor, at Roscommon, that O'Don-

nell was marching to the country, and he did not

therefore delay, until he amved at the monastery

of Boyle, and commanded all the English who

Avere in the forementioned towns to come to him at

that place, for he expected that it should be by

that way O'Donnell and his forces would march.

On O'Donnell advancing to Coilte Conchob-

hair (the Woods of Conor), he commanded his

forces to fall into rank, and be reviewed, which

was accordingly done ; and their nimibers there

were not very great, for there were only four hun-

dred of disciplined and efficient men ; no other

troops joined his force of the Tirconnallians, on

that occasion, except a few from the province of

Connaught, who were reconnoitreing and directing

his course, commanded by Conor Oge Mac Der-

mott, and Con, the son of Dudley, son of Tuathal

O'Conor. The forces, after having been reviewed,

proceeded until they an-ived at the river Boyle,

which they crossed at Droicheat-Cnuic-an-Biocara

(Knockvicar, near Lough Kea, in Roscommon),

in the beginning of the night ; from thence they

marched through Moylurg and Moy Aoi (both in

Roscommon), and arrived, by the break of day, at

Raith Cruachan (Croghan, in Roscommon) ; their

predatory parties were separated, and sent forth,

according as they were directed, before they arri-

ved at that place; far and distant were those

warhke companies separated asunder, for some of

them went to the estates of O'Conor Roe, and of

O'Hanly, another portion of them went to Droich-

et-Bheoil-Atha-Modh, on the river Suck (the

bridge of Ballymoe, on the borders of Roscommon

and Galway), and another party, also, beyond

Castlerea westward. The dense clouds of vapour

and smoke which rose from the burnings made by

those forces, in every direction through which they

had passed, all round Rath Croghan, fully mani-

fested their operations. Those who went to Ath-

modha (Ballymoe), and the other party who had

gone to Airteach and Clan Ceithearnaigh (districts

on the borders of Mayo, Roscommon, and Galway),

returned to Rath Croghan before the noon of the

day, although it was difficult for them to come

in due order, fi-om the vastness of their preys and

booty, and they could have procured more, had

they been actually able to collect or drive them.

O'Donnell, together with those parties and their

preys, afterwards proceeded to Elfin, where he re-

mained for some time waiting the return of the

predatory party which had gone from him to the

estate of O'Conor Roe, and of O'Hanlej'; he then

departed from P^fin by the right hand side ofAth-

Slisean, into Hy Briuin, where he remained that

night, until all his men came to him with their

preys. There had not been obtained or collected by

anv of the Irish for a long period of time, so much
booty as was there by the preying of one day. On
the following day O'Donnell commanded his men
to have the prey conveyed across the Shannon,
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and he sent the drivers, and such as were not expert

at arms, with the prey and booty into Muintir Eoluis

(Mac Rannall's country, in Leitrim). When the

rear of the force was crossing the same ford, it was

then the drivers and soldiers of the Enghsh came

up, and a conflict ensued, in which several were cut

down and wounded between them ; but, however,

the Tirconnallians crossed the river, and returned

to their homes with their booty, after having gained

sway and victory.

O'Donnell, i.e. Hugh Roe, marched with ano-

ther force into Connaught, on the 18th day of

April ; he first proceeded across the river Erne,

along the right hand side of Lough Melvin, and

remained that night at Ros Inbhir (Rosinver, in

the barony of Rosclogher, county of Leitrim) ; on

the following day they came to Cill Fearga (Kil-

largy, in the barony of Dromahair, county of Lei-

trim), where they waited for the remainder of his

forces to overtake them, and, after they had come

up, they then proceeded through Brefney to Brad-

slieve, thence into Machaire Chonacht (the plain

of Connaught, in Roscommon), and such as was

left unpreyed by the former force, their preys were

brought to him at one jjlace on that occasion ; he

then proceeded with those preys and booty to Lei-

trim of Muintir Eoluis that night. AYhen his ene-

mies expected he would return back into Ulster, he

did not do so, but sent messengers privately to

Maguire, namely, Hugh, requesting he would come

with him into Annaly ; he sent reconnoiterers be-

fore him into the territory, and commanded them

to meet him at a certain place ; he himself after-

wards proceeded with his forces, silently and

expeditiously, into the two Aunalys (North and

South Longford), where he arrived early in the

morning. These were the territories of the

two O'Ferralls, before the English had gained

power over them, and one of the English them-

selves was in possession of O'Ferrall's Port-Air-

eachais (hereditary mansion), whose name was

Christopher Brown. Scouring parties from the

large forces of O'Donnell and Maguire overran

the country from Slieve Cairpre (probably the

Clanhugh mountains, on the borders of Long-

ford and Leitrim), to Eithne (the river Inny, on

the borders of Longford and Westmeath), and set

every thing before them in those districts on

large columns of fire, and dense dark clouds of

smoke ; they took the Longjjort (i. e. the Fortress

from which the town of Longford is so called),

and set fire to every corner and side of it, so that

it was by a long rope they brought out Christopher

Brown, together with his relative by marriage, and

their women ; but, however, fifteen men of the

hostages of the country, who were held by the

forementioned Christopher, whom they could not

save or rescue, were burned by the blaze and

flames of the fire. Three other castles were taken

by O'Donnell on the same day ; many people were

slain and destroyed on that occasion, and among
their chief men was Hoberd, the son of Fergus,

son of Bryan, who was slain by Maguire in conse-

quence of not knowing him, and the son of the

prior O'Reilly was taken prisoner b}' another party

of the forces. AU the property of the country

which they thought of value was collected and

brought to them, and they then proceeded with their

prey and booty, and encamped in Teallach Dun-
chadha that night (barony of Tullaghonoho, in

Cavan). On the following day they sent forth

scouring parties to the monastery of Cavan, in ex-

pectation of getting an advantage of the English

who were quartered in it, and when they found

they were not about the town, they carried away
all the property belonging to them they could

seize. They next proceeded that night to Tellach

Eachdhach (baronyofTullaghagh, inCavan), west-

ward of Bel-Atha-Conaill (Ballyconnell, in Cavan),

and they then retui'ned to their homes, after a vic-

torious campaign on that occasion.

When the English were convinced that the earl

O'Neill rose in alliance with O'Donnell, in the war,

the lord justice (sir William Russell), and the

council, sent ten hundred warriors to Newry to

fight against the Tyronians, and the lord justice

promised to follow them with his forces, to plunder

and spoil the country. O'Neill sent messages to

O'Donnell, requesting him to come to his aid

against the oppressors who had come to his coun-

try, which was not negligently heard by O'Donnell,

for he mustered his forces, and proceeded through

Tyrone to the place where O'Neill was, and they

both marched to Fochaird of Muirtheimhne (Fogh-

ard, near Dundalk, in the plain of Muirthevne,

in the county of Louth), in the month of May
precisely ; when the lord justice received intel-

ligence that they were both at that place pre-

4 G
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pared for him, he remained in Dublin on that

occasion.

Young George Bingham, who was in Sligo, from

the governor of the province of Connaught, sir

Richard Bingham, went with a ship's crew by the

I'ight hand side of Ireland north-eastward, to make

a plunder in Tirconnell, and they entered the har-

bour of Lough Swilly, and having obtained an ad-

vantage of the country at that time, they plundered

the monastery of the Virgin Mary, which was on

the margin of the shore (the Carmelite monastery

of Kathmullen, in the barony of Kilmacrennan, in

Donegal), and carried away with them their Mass

vestments, chalices, and other property ; they af-

terwards proceeded to Toraidh (Tory Island, off

the coast ofDonegal), an island which Columkille,

the patron saint, blessed, and having spoiled and

plundered every thing in the island, they then re-

turned back to Sligo. O'Donnell, havuig been in-

formed that his territory had been plundered in his

absence by strangers, returned from Tir Eogain

to relieve them, but his stay was not long in Tir-

connell, when O'Neill's messengers came to him
to inform him that the lord justice with his forces

had come into Tyrone ; he returned back again to

the place where O'Neill was, who was much re-

joiced with him. Immense was the army which

came with the lord justice, namely, sir William

Russell, for he had along with him the queen's

general ofwar in Ireland, namely, sir John Norris
;

the earl ofThomond, i. e. Donogh, the son of Con-

or O'Brien, with all th^r forces ; and these did

not halt until they arrived at lubhar-Chinn-Tragha

(Newry), from which they proceeded to Armagh,

where they came to the resolution not to stop until

they woxdd reach the Avonmore (the river Black-

water, on the borders of Tyrone and Armagh), in

the very centre of Tir Eogain ; on their march, in

A. D. 1595.
1 . Battle of Clontibret.—An account of this battle is given by

Mac Geoghegan and O'SulIivan Beare, and also in Stuart's Ar-
magh ; it was fought in the summer of 1596, about the period in

which the aliove battle is recorded by the annalists, at a place
called Cluain Tiobruid, or the " Lawn of the Spring," now well
known as Clontibret, about five miles south-east of Monaghan, to-
wards the borders of Armagh. Queen Elizabeth, alarmed at the
warlike attitude assumed by the Northern Irish, under Hugh
O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, sent over to Ireland as captain-general of
the array, sir John Norris, a distinguished commander who had
served in the Netherlands, against king Philip II. of Spain. Nor-
ris arrived in Ireland with three thousand of the veteran troops
who bad served in the Netherlands, and he was some time gover-

the direct way between Armagh and Avonmore,

they beheld the strong camp, and the powerful

ranks of battalions in which the Tirconnallians and

Tyronians were, along with the earl O'Neill and

O'Donnell, and the English forces having perceived

them, they remained in that place till the following

day when they returned back to Armagh ; the Irish

went in pursuit of them, and having encamped

near them, they remained for fifteen days con-

fronted in that manner, without either attacking

the other, for the lord justice and his forces were

within the strongholds of Armagh, erecting towers

and deepening trenches about the town. At the

end of that time the lord justice left three compa-

nies of soldiers to guard Armagh, and he himself

returned to Newry, and the Irish pursued them to

the gates of Newry. In a week afterwards the

lord justice went to Monaghan with stores, from

which he proceeded with his forces to Dublin, and

the English did not attempt to bring an army into

Ulster for some time after that, except one force,

which was mustered by sir John Norris, and by sir

Thomas Norris, his brother, namely, the president

of the two provinces of Munster, with the troops

of Munster and Meath, for the purpose ofmarching

into Ulster ; they proceeded to Newry, and from

thence they set out for Armagh. When they had

gone nearly half the way, they were met by the

Irish, who began to spear, shoot, pierce, and cut

them down, so that they did not suiFer them to

sleep, eat, rest, or refresh themselves for twenty-

four hours ; they were not allowed to advance one

foot forward beyond that ; and their officers were

thankful for returning to Newry with their Uves,

after having lost a great many of their men and

horses, with arms and property ; the General, Sir

John Norris, and Sir Thomas his brother, were

wounded on that occasion.'

nor of Munster. He afterwards, in conjunction with the lord

deputy, sir William Russell, and his brother, sir Thomas Norris,

marched into Ulster with a powerful force to oppose O'Neill, but,

after the ill success of their expedition, Russell returned to Dub-
lin, and left the command to Norris, who, in conjunction with his

brother, advanced from Newry towards Monaglian, to relieve the

English garrison in tlie castle of that town, which was then be-

sieged by the Irish. The English forces amounted to about three

thousand men, and Hugh O'Neill, with some chiefs ofthe Maguires,

Mac Mahons, O'Hanlons, O'Quinns, and O'Kanes, resolved to op-

pose their progress, and posted their cavalry, with their kerns and
galloglasses, at the pass of Clontibret, near a little river situated in

a valley enclosed by small hills. The English advanced and made
repeated efforts to force the pass, which was resolutely defended



REIGN OF ELIZABETH. 595

The forementioned George (Bingham), having

returned to Sligo, after plundering the monastery

of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Rathmullen, and the

church of Columkille on Tory Island, God did not

allow him a long period without avenging it on him,

for there was a gentleman of the Burkes in his

company, who had twelve w an-iors along with him,

namely, Ulick Burke, the son of Redmond-na-

Sguab, who had been on a former occasion re-

proached and insulted by George, and by the

English, in general, on which account he was angry

and enraged, and was resolved to be revenged of

George for his insult, if he possibly could, and

afterwards to get into O'Donnell's friendship, for

he was certain of being secure in his alliance.

Having obtained an advantage of the forementioned

George, on a certain day, when he was in his private

apartment, with only a few attendants, he came

up to him and accused him of his oppression and

injustice, but did not receive a satisfactory answer,

and as he did not, he drew his sword, and struck

at him until he cut off his head from his neck ; he

then took the castle (of Sligo), and sent his mes-

senger to Bally shannon, where O'Donnell's people

were, who dispatched a messenger to Tyrone,

where O'Donnell himselfwas, and having delivered

the message to him, he after that went to the earl

O'Neill, and they were both rejoiced at that slay-

ing ; on the following day O'Donnell took his

leave of the earl, and, accompanied by his forces,

he did not halt a night until he arrived at Sligo,

where he was welcomed, and Ulick having deli-

vered the town to him, he was very happy in his

mind ; these things happened in the month of

June.

by the Irish. Norris, finding his troops repulsed, rallied his men,

and rushed forward at their head, animating them to conflict, hut

his horse being struck by a musket ball, fell dead beneath him,

and himself and his brother sir Thomas were wounded in the heat

of battle. After the contest had continued fiercely for some time,

Sedgrave, a commander from Meath, who from his great

strength and gigantic stature was considered their chief champion,

and the most valiant man in the English Pale, galloped impetu-

ously forward at the head of a troop of horse, and having made
good his passage across the ford which separated both armies,

he charged O'Neill's cavalry. The dauntless O'Neill, at the head

of his men, met him in mid career, and they closed in single com-
bat, w hile the troops on both sides stood still as spectators, awaiting

the issue of the contest. Both champions were clad in armour,

and their spears were shivered to pieces on their breast-plates in

the first encounter ; they then grasped their swords, and cut at

each other, but both being equally expert at their weapons, Sed-

grave could obtain no advantage, and resolved to grapple in closer

combat; with desperate valour, and trusting to his superior

When all those of the province of Connaught

who were in insurrection, namely, the Lower
Burkes, the Mac Donnells, O'Conors, O'Rourkes

and Clan Maolroona (the Mac Dermotts of Ros-

common, and Mac Donoghs of Sligo), and not

they alone but also all those who were proclaimed

and dispersed, after they had been dispossessed and

expelled by the Binghams into Ulster and other

places, heard of the death of George (Bingham),

and of the taking of Sligo, they came to O'Donnell

at Sligo, and each of them afterwards went to his

own native patrimony, and everj' inhabitant whom
the English settled in their lands during the time

they themselves had been proclaimed, joined them

as adherents from that hour forth. The most of

all those fromthe western parts of Erris and Umh-
all, (the western baronies of Mayo), to Drowis

(Bundrowis, near Ballyshannon), were afterwards

in alliance and united with O'Donnell, in the space

of one month, and very few castles or fortresses,

whole or demolished, in those countries, but were

under his controul in the same period. O'Donnell

afterwards went to Donegal, where he remained to

the middle ofAugust. Having been informed that

a Scottish fleet landed in Lough Foyle, command-

ed by Mac Leod of AiTan, he proceeded to them,

to take them into his service ; they were six hun-

dred in number, and after having been for some

time in the country, resting and recruiting them-

selves, and being engaged by him, he mustered

his forces together, with his hired soldiers, and

they marched across the rivers Erne, Drowis,

Dubh, (BundufF, on the borders of Leitrim and

Sligo), the Sligeach (the river Sligo), to Eas-Dara

(Ballysadare), and the Ox mountain, into Lieney;

strength, he seized O'Neill by the neck, and, after a severe strug-

gle, the warriors dragged each other off their horses, and fell

together to the ground. Both struggled for a few moments

in deadly strife, but Sedgrave, by superior strength, getting the

earl under, seized his sword to cut off his head, and the contending

armies already deemed him siain. The English gave a cheer of

victory, but it was premature, for O'Neill, making a powerful

effort," grasped his dagger, and buried it in the bowels of his anta-

gonist beneath his mail, and Sedgrave rolled on the ground in the

agonies of death. The Irish raised a tremendous shout of triumph,

and O'Neill, remounting his steed, charged the enemy at the head

of his men, who, attacking the English with redoubled vigour took

their standard, put them to flight in all directions, and pursued

them with great slaughter to Armagh. The remnant of the Eng-

lish forces, with the two Norrises, "fled towards Newry, and, ac-

cording to Mac Geoghegan, 700 of their men were slain in this

battle, and the garrison of Monaghan soon after surrendered to

O'Neill.

4 G 2
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from thence until he arrived in Costello (in Mayo)

.

The Enghsh had at that time a rendezvous and re-

sidence in Caislen-Mor-Mec-Goisdealbhaigh (the

great castle of Mac Costello, in the parish of

Castlemore, barony of Costello), and O'Donnell,

with his forces, having laid siege to the castle, the

guards were at length obliged to surrender the

castle; he then proceeded to Dun-Mor-Mic-Feorais

(Dunmore of Bermingham, in the county of Gal-

way) ; they sent forth predatory parties to Con-

maicne (barony of Kilmaine, in Mayo), to Muintir

Murchada (barony of Clare, in Galway), to the

borders of Machaire Riavach, and to Tuaim-

da-Ghualann (Tuam) ; they took Turlach Mochain

(Turlaghvohan, or Thurlagh, near Tuam), and

a great number of the chiefs of the country,

along with Richard, the son of Bermingham ; they

completely preyed and plundered the country all

around them, and having carried off the cattle and

flocks, and the wealthand property of all those before

them, they returned back. When the governor of

the province of Connaught, namely, sir Richard

Bingham, received intelligence that O'Donnell had

gone past him westward into Connaught, he mus-

tered fifteen companies of soldiers, both horse and

foot, with which he marched to the border of the

Curlew mountains, for the purpose of attacking

O'Donnell on his return from his expedition.

O'Donnell having been informed of this, shortly

returned back with his preys and booty, from one

encampment to another, through Costello, Lieney,

the lower part of Tirerrill (in Sligo), across the

three bridges, viz., the bridge of Collooney, the

bridge of Ballysadare, and the bridge of Sligo.

The English pursued him as quickly as they could

through these passes. O'Donnell having detached

a large body of cavalry, he commanded them to

fall to the rear of his forces, to prevent the van of

the English army from attacking the attendants,

and unarmed portion of his men ; he then proceed-

ed with his booty, without meeting any opposition,

and arrived in the neighbourhood of Gleann Dal-

lain (Glenade and Glencar, on the borders of

Leitrim and Sligo). The governor continued the

pursuit after him, and took up quarters in the

monastery of Sligo, to besiege the guards ofO'Don-
nell, who were in the castle. On the following day
O'Donnell sent a party of cavalry to reconnoitre

the English, and to receive information respecting

the fortress, and the men who were in it, and they

having proceeded to the banks of the river, and to

the hill which is called Raith-Dabriotog (near the

town of Sligo), they beheld the English in all quar-

ters throughout the town. There was a proud and

boastful young officer along with Sir Richard at

that time, who was a sister's son of his, whose name
was captain Martin, and he was the commander
of his horse forces ; he could not bear to see his

enemies so near him without attacking them, and

he proceeded with his troops over the bridge of

Sligo ; when O'Donnell's men perceived them ad-

vancing, they returned back as quickly as they

could, as they had not a force equal to theirs ; the

English pursued them, but not being able to over-

take them, they returned back. O'Donnell's

people related what happened, how they were

pursued, and the manner in which they escaped by

the fleetness of their horses ; when O'Donnell

heard this information the resolution he came to

was to lay an ambuscade for the foreigners in the

same direction ; he then selected a hundred of the

best horsemen of his force, and three hundred foot

soldiers with their shooting arms, viz., bows and

quivers ; he commanded them to lie in ambush
within a mile of Sligo, and send a small party of

cavahy to the banks of the river, to decoy the En-
glish forces, and should they pursue them, not to

wait to engage them until they passed the place

where the ambuscade was laid ; all this was accor-

dingly done. When captain Martin saw the small

party of horsemen on the banks of the river, he

proceeded with a large body of cavalry to wreak

his vengeance on them ; they at the same time

moved on slowly and carelessly in the first instance,

but it was not long after that until the warriors

were obliged to spur on their horses, thej'^ were so

closely and hotly pursued by the English ; one of

them, namely, Felim Riavach Mac Davett (the

Mac Davids, or Davetts, were a branch of the

Burkes of Mayo), was left behind despite of him,

on account of the slowness of his horse, so that he

was not able to keep up to his party, and was
therefore obliged to wait for his enemi^, and diso-

' bey the command of his lord, that is, in fighting

with the English ; when he was certain of being

instantly killed, he turned his face to the foremost

of his pursuers, and that was captain Martin, and

he having raised his arm, for the purpose of wield-
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ing his weapon on the person before him who
opposed them, Felim extended his hand to meet

the blow made at him, to cut him down, and

struck captain Martin directly in the armpit, and

pierced his heart in his breast, and he was com-

pletely covered with armour except that place in

which he was wounded. The English returned

back after their valiant hero and warrior had been

wounded, and they carried him with them on a

bearer, debilitated and stretched in the faint weak-

ness of death, until they arrived in the town, and

he died that night. When O'Donnell saw that

the English had retreated, he became enraged,

until the decoying party certified on behalf of

Felim, that nothing could have saved him from

being slain by captain Martin, but that single

thrust ; he afterwards however became pacified in

his mind, when news came to him the next day

that the captain died. As to the governor, he was

filled with anger and wrath after his kinsman had

been slain, and he commanded his forces to con-

struct an engine for demolishing the castle, in the

expectation of taking it from O'Donnell's people,

who were in it ; they accordingly made it of the

rafters and boards of the bed-chambers of the

Culdees (the monks), and of every article which

they could use which was in the monastery ; they '

then covered this engine with the hides of cows

and oxen, and also put wheels under it, to move it

to the fortress, and they afterwards filled it with

champions, valiant warriors, and engineers, for the

purpose of demolishing the castle.'^ They drew

with force this powerful engine, at dusk, in the

beginning of the night, until they placed it against

the angle of the castle, and they then began to de-

molish the wall. There were engineers within the

castle, who commenced penetrating the wall, to

enable the men inside to shoot their enemies

;

others ofthe guards went on the battlements of the

fortress, who began to throw do\A n on them large

masses of stones, and rough edged rocks which

smashed to atoms every thing they fell upon

;

others of the people of the castle went to the win-

2. The Engine.—The engine above-mentioned was called by the
Irish the Soir, and was constructed of stronc; planks, iron hoops,
cfcc, covered with cow hides, and was very strong, and proof against
musket halls, spears, &c. Like the wooden horse used by the
Greeks at the siege of Troy, it was filled with armed warriors,
and being very large, might probably contain 50 men or more, wlio

were completely protected; the machine, being rolled on wheels, was

dows and loop holes of the castle, and began to

discharge their leaden balls and rapid flames of

fire on them, so that the warriors who were enclos-

ed in the wooden engine were wounded by that

pouring of stones and continued firing. The
English did not endure to be wounded any longer,

and as they could gain no advantage of the fortress,

they left their wall-demolishing habitation, and re-

tired deeply wounded, and were thankful for having

escaped with their lives. It was an anguish of

heart to the governor, sir Richard Bingham, that

he could not wreak his vengeance on the guards of

the fortress, or on any of the people of O'Donnell,

and he returned back across the Curlew mountains

through Moy Aoi, until he arrived at Roscommon.
O'Donnell afterwards marched across the river

Erne, and dismissed his Scottish forces, after

having paid them their stipend, and having retur-

ned to Sligo, he demolished the castle, lest it

should be occupied by the EngUsh.

Theobald Burke, the son of Walter Ciotach,

son of John, son of Oliver, son of John, laid siege

to Bel-Leice (now Belleek, on the river Moy), a

castle in the barony of Tyrawley, in the county of

Mayo, in which were the governor's guards ; when

that intelligence reached the governor, he com-

manded his brother, captain John Bingham, cap-

tain Foal, captain Mensi, and the son of William

Buighe Tuite, together with a great number of

other gentlemen along with them, to march to the

rehef of the castle, with provisions and arms ; but

before they were able to relieve the guards Theo-

bald got possession of the castle ; they returned

back in sorrow, and Theobald pursued them,

spearing, and circumventing them, harrassing and

slaying them, throughout the day, so that they

lost many men and much arms and armour ; he

slew on that day captain Foal, captain Mennsi,

and the son and heir of William Tuite, and many

other officers and common soldiers who are not

recorded ; and it was by their feats of arms, bra-

very, and good knowledge of the way, that such

as survived made their escape on that day.

advanced under the walls in besieging towns and attacking for-

tresses. This war engine is described in Ledwich's Military Anti-

quities, and is mentioned in the Pacata Hiliernia, and in Borlase's

account of the battles in the war of 1041 , and was also used by the

Irish at the siege of Sligo in 1089, as mentioned by Harris in his

Life of King William.
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O'Neill, i. e. Torlogh Luineach,the son of Niall

Connallach, son of Art, son of Con, son of Henrj-,

son of Owen, died ; he was the most bountiful

bestower of wealth and property to literary men

and professors, and all those in the habit of re-

ceiving presents, of any of the lords of Ireland in

his time, for he often issued invitations throughout

Ireland to all those who were in the habit of

seeking aid, to come to him precisely on the festi-

vals of the birth of Christ, and when they came

none departed without being satisfactorily supplied;

he was a lord who had great forces retained, and

on pay ; a lord who was bountiful in peace, and

powerful in war, until age and infirmity overcame

him, and an heir was appointed to him ten years

before his death, at the Parliament which was held

in Dublin, in the name of the queen Elizabeth,

namely, Hugh, the son of Feardorcha, i. e. the

baron, son of Con, son of Con, son of Henry, son

of Owen, who had been nominated earl (ofTyrone)

at that Parliament ; where O'Neill died was at

Strabane, and he was interred at Ardsratha (Ard-

straw, in Tyrone).

Magennis, i. e. Hugh (lord of Iveagh, in the

county of Down), the son of Hugh, son of Donal

Oge, a man who bore the greatest fame and re-

nown of any of his lineage among the English and

Irish of Ireland, died piously.

Torlogh, the son of Bryan, son of Donogh, son

of Donogh Bacach (Mac Mahon), lord of western

Corcabaiscin (barony of Moyarta, in Clare), a man

of great fame and renown throughout Ireland, ac-

cording- to his patrimony, for he had only a

Triocha Ced (barony), died, and his son Teige

Caoch assumed his place.

Edmond-na-Sguab, the son of Uhck of the

Heads, son of Rickard, son of Ulick of Knock

Tuagh, died.

O'Gallagher, (of Donegal), namely, sir John,

the son ofTuathal, a man ofgreat fame and renown

among the English and Irish at that time, died on

the 25th of April.

3. Battle of Kildooney.—The eneragement above mentioned in

the Annals, iii which the English forces were defeated with great

slaughter, and their arms, ammunition, horses, &c. captured, took

place on the borders of Aionaghan and Armagh, and in the same
year, namely 1595, according to MacGeoghegan, who quotesO'Sul-

iivan Beare, the lord deputy, sir William Russell, and general sir

Joiin Norris, led the English forces from Dundalk to take posses-

sion of Armagh, but Hugh O'Neill, with Maguire, O'Kaue, the

The monastei-y of Monaghan in Oirgiall was in

possession of the English this year, and was con-

stantly guarded by a company of soldiers, and a

message reached Dublin from them stating they

were in want of provisions. When the lord jus-

tice sir AYilliam Russell, and sir John Norris, re-

ceived intelligence of that, they gave directions to

send twenty-six companies of English and Irish

soldiers, together with many officers, with provis-

ions, and all sorts of necessai-y stores, to Monaghan;

they proceeded on their march unnoticed and

unopposed till they arrived at the town, and having

remained that night in Monaghan, they prepared

to depart on the following day, to go to Newry.

When they proceeded a short distance eastward

from Monaghan, they were met by O'Neill's people,

who were there to oppose them, and uncourteous

and unfriendly was the reception they got there,

for they (O'Neill's forces), began to shoot, slay,

cut down, and destroy them, from the fourth hour

before noon-day, to the close ofthe evening's light,

so that it was not easy to relate or enumerate all

that were slain of the lord justice's people, both of

olficei-s and common soldiers, or of all they lost of

military horses,ofarmour,andarms; and of various

sorts of weapons, of property, of fine cloth, horses,

and hampers of provisions, in every place through

which they proceeded on that day. They encamp-

ed in the neighbourhood ofNewry, and companies

came for them from Newry on the following

morning, and deficient and broken were their ranks

going to that town, and they did not think, on

leaving Dublin, that they would sustain such an

overthrow in Ulster ; that flying battle was fought

in the month of May precisely.^

Captain Felli, a gentleman ofthe queen's people,

who had the controul and care of the governor's

lands, was treacherously slain by his own people

in Caislean-an-Aircin.

O'Donnell collected his forces in the month of

December, for the purpose of marching into the

province of Connaught ; the direction in which he

O'Hanlons, and other chiefs, met them on their march, and the

Irish forces having attacked them, they had a fierce eiigagement,

in which the English were defeated and put to flight to Newry,

leaving 600 men dead on the field of battle, and the loss of tlie

Irish was only 200. This battle was fought at Kilelooney, near

the Fews Mountains, about two miles southward of Market Hill,

in Armagh.
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proceeded was to Sligo, to Traigh Eothuile (west

of Ballysadare, in Sligo), through Tireragh, and
across the river Moy into Tyrawley. The Clan

William Burke were in contention with each other

about the lordship of the country, for each of them
considered that he himself was entitled to it.

When O'Donnell arrived in the country, they all

came at his invitation, and he having held a con-

sultation with his counsellors, to determine which

of them should be appointed lord, the resolution

they finally came to was, to nominate Theobald

Burke, the son of Walter Ciotach, son of John,

son of Oliver, lord, because he was the first who
had gone to him after he had been expelled by the

English from his estate, and he promised to aid

him if in his power ; and moreover he, being in

the prime of life, was capable of enduring the trou-

bles and hardship of the war in which he (O'Don-

nell), was engaged. The title of chief was then

conferred on him in the presence of the forces in

general, although there were others older and more
entitled to the nomination than he ; after the ap-

pointment ofTheobald, hostages and securitieswere

given him by the other Burkes who were in con-

tention with him. O'Donnell remained with Mac
William during the Christmas of that year, in the

barony of Cill-Meadhain (Kilmaine, in Mayo), and

in the Brighs of Clanmorris (hence Mac Muiris-na-

mBrigh, or Mac Morris of the Brighs). The lord

justice of Ireland, namely, sir William Russell,

was at that time in Galway, and peace was pro-

claimed for the space of two months, without

sureties or pledges, between O'Donnell and the

Conacians, on the one side, and the lord justice on

the other hand, on his leaving Galway. There

was not a county in Connaught, except the county

of Clare alone, but all of the inhabitants, or great

numbers of them from each of these counties, were

in alhance and united with O'Donnell on that oc-

casion, from Drowis (Bundrowis, in Leitrim), to

Conmaicne Mara (Connamara, in Galway), and

from the Moy to the Shannon ; of those were the

O'Kellys, except Conor, the son of Donogh Ria-

vach, son of Teige Duv O'Kelly, for he had taken

the Caladh (in Galway), from Feardorcha, the son

of Kellach, son of Donal, son of Hugh-na-gCail-

leach O'Kelly ; and Feardorcha having attended

the meeting held by O'Donnell, he was nominated

lord by O'Donnell. The O'Maddens rose in the

same war, except O'Madden alone, namely, Donal,
the son of John, and his son Anmcha. The sons

of Redmond-na-Scuab, the son of Ulick Burke,

and those we have mentioned, proceeded on an
expedition, and they took and demolished Meelick

of O'Madden (in Galway), Tir-Athain, and the

most of the castles of the country, except the

Longport (the fortress of O'Madden, in the barony
of Longford, county of Galway) ; they completely

plundered and spoiled Clonfert of St. Brendan,
and took the bishop of the town (Stephen Kero-
van, or Kirwan, bishop of Clonfert), prisoner

;

along with those engaged there was Owen Duv,
the son of Malachy Balv O'Madden, from the

district of Lusmagh (in King's county) ; they after-

wards proceeded across the Shannon into Delvin

(barony of Garrycastle, the territory of Mac Cogh-
lan, in King's county), to Fercall (O'MolIoj^'s

territory, in King's county), and on their return

back to the banks of the Shannon, two companies

of soldiers which were quartered in Meath were

sent in pursuit of them, and no notice or warning

having gone before them, they arrived, unnoticed

and unperceived, until they surrounded the town
in which the plunderers were, so that numbers of

them were slain, along w-ith Anmcha, the son of

Malachy Modarda, son of Malachy, son ofBreasal,

and Covthach Oge, the son of Covthach O'Mad-
den ; the sons of Redmond Burke, with the most
of their people, escaped from that conflict. Thir-

teen of the castles of Connaught were demolished

by O'Donnell on that expedition ; after O'Don-
nell had crossed the Moy into Tii-eragh (in Sligo),

he nominated Teige, the son of Teige Riavach,

son of Owen, the O'Dowd, and O'Hara Riavach

in Lieney ; Maurice Caoch, the son of Teige of

Triubhas, the Mac Donogh of Tirerrill ; Roderick,

the son of Hugh Mac Donogh of Corran, and Co-

nor, the son of Teige Mac Dermott, the Mac
Dermott of Moylurg ; he brought with him the

hostages ofevery country through which he passed,

as sureties, and after having completed his expe-

dition, he returned back until he crossed the river

Erne.

The hostages of all Connaught, for the mostpart,

were confined in Galway by the governor, sir

Richard Bingham. It happened on a time that these

became inebriated and excited, after drinking

wine, in the first month of harvest of this year, and
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they contemplated among themselves to escape

from the prison in which they were, and to fly, by

stealtli or force. Having determined on that re-

solution, they threw off their chains and fetters ;

the gates of the town were open at that time, and

it happened to have been the time of dinner for all

persons in general, for it was in the beginning of

night they passed out through the gateofthe town
;

the bridge was gained on them, so that they were

obliged to face the rough river before them, and it

was at the same time they were getting out of the

river that the tierce soldiers of the town had ar-

rived there, after they had crossed the bridge to

meet them ; some of them were killed on the spot,

and the others were turned back into the prison

from which they had escaped. AVhen these infor-

mations reached the governor, he sent a written

order to Galway to hang, without respite, every

one who had attempted to escape on that occasion
;

there were hanged by command of the governor

the son of Mac William Burke, namely, Edmond,

the son of Richard of the Iron ; the son of O'Conor

Roe, the son of Teige Oge, son of Teige Buighe,

son of Cathal Roe ; the son ofMac David, namely,

Hoberd Buighe, son of WiUiam, son of Thomas;

Murrogh Oge, the son of Murrogh of the Battle-

axes, son of Teige O'Flaherty ; Donal, the son of

Roderick, son of Teige O'Flaherty, and Myler, the

son of Theobald, son of Walter Fada (Burke).

A.D. 1596.

Mac Carthy More died, namely, Donal, the son

of Donal, son of Corniac Ladhrach, son of Teige ;

and although he was called Mac Carthy More, he

had been honourably created earl (earl of Clancare,

in Cork), before that time, by command of the

sovereign of England ; he left no male heir after

him, who would be appointed his successor, and

only one daughter, who became the wife of the son

ofMac Carthy Riavach, namely, Fingin (Florence),

and all were of opinion that he was heir to that

Mac Carthy who died, namely Donal.

Mac Swceney-na-dTuath (of the Districts, in

Donegal), namely Owen Oge, the son of Owen
Oge, son of Owen, son of Donal, an affluent, boun-

tiful man, who incurred neither reproach nor dis-

respect from the time he assumed the goverment

of his territory to the day of his death, a valiant.

warlike man, benevolent and humane, brave in the

conflict, successful in attacks, pre-eminent for good

sense and council, in peace and war, died on the

26th of Januaiy, and his brother's son, namely,

Maolmuire, the son of Murrogh Mall, assumed his

place.

O'Reilly i. e. John Roe, the son of Hugh Con-

allach, son of Maolmora, son of John, died

;

and although it had been ordained, according to

composition by authority of the queen, some time

previous to that period, that each of the descen-

dants of Maolmora O'Reilly should enjoy the

lordship of his own territoiy, O'Neill, i. e. Hugh
(earl of Tyrone), the son of Feardorcha, appointed

Philip, the son of Hugh Conallach, the O'Reilly

over all Brefney ; but he did not live long after he

had been nominated lord, for he was accidentally

killed before the space ofhalfa quarter (six weeks),

by the people of O'Neill, by whom he had been

inaugurated ; and Edmond, the son of Maolmora,

the senior of the two lords before mentioned, was

nominated the O'Reilly.

The son of the earl of Desmond died, namely,

Thomas, the son of James, son of John, son of

Thomas of Drogheda.

Theobald, the son of Pierce, son of Edmond
Butler, lord of Cathair-Duin-Iasgaidh (Cahir, in

Tipperary), and of the Third of Clonmell (barony

of Iffa and Offa, in Tipperary), died ; he was a man
of benevolence and great bounty, and had the

greatest collection of poems of any, for the most

part, of the Nomians of Ireland ; and his son

Thomas succeeded in his place.

Mac Geoghegan, namely Niall, the son ofRossa,

son of Conla, died.

Redmond Fitzgerald, lord of Tuath Brothail

(Broghill Castle, near Chai-leville, in the county

of Cork, one of the seats of the Fitzgeralds of

Desmond), was put to death in Cork, on account

of the crimes of his rebellion against the English.

When the lord justice and the council of Ireland

perceived the strength and power of the Irish

against them, and that all those whom they had

brought under subjection to themselves before that

time werejoining in alliance with the forcmentioned

Irish, in opposition to them, the resolution they

came to was, to send ambassadors to O'Neill and

O'Donnell, to sue for peace and truce from them.

The persons chosen for negociating affairs between
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them were Thomas Butler, earl of Orationd, and

the archbishop of Cashel, namely, Myler Magrath.

The eai-1 of OiTaond proceeded to Dundalk, where

XII. Ancient Topography and Chiefs of Ulster §-c.—In the

various topographical annotations, in thecourseof these Annals, ac-

counts have been given of the old territorial divisions, and of the

possessions held by each of the Irish princes and chiefs ; but an

opportunity did not occur, until now, of giving in full O^Dugan's
Topography of Ulster, which is now translated from the original

Irisii, as liis topography of Meath, and Connaught, has been given

in former numbers. The topography of O'lleerin on Leinster and
Munster, has been also given in the course of these notes ; and an
account of these important works, the Topographies of O'Dugan
and O'Heerin, has been given in tbe Introduction to these Annals.

Tliey contain an account of the territories possessed by each ofthe

Irish princes, lords, and chiefs, in the 12th and 13th centuries, and
are now for the first time translated from the Irish, and embodied
in these notes j but a full translation of tliese valuable Topogra-
phies, accompanied with the necessary annotations, and the Irish

original on one side, is in course of preparation, and will be pub-
lished in a separate work, as soon as prepared.

The KugeniansandtribesofAileach.—O'Dugan thus commen-
ces his Topography of Ulster :

" Let us proceed to the chiefs of Uladh (Ulster),

From Tailtean of the valiant warriors,

From the Plain of Bregia, and forth from Meath,
From the select tribes of Temor.

" We must not stop till we arrive at Aileach,

To tlie race of Eogan of jiowerful arms
;

The sway of greatness they uprightly obtained,

The supreme nobility of Erin.

" This statement is not an idle saying,

Which has been handed down by historians

;

The torches of royal houses and offcasts,

All were heroes up to Eogan."

The O'Neills and Mac Loghlins are thus designated by O'Dugan

:

" Hui Niall rioghdha an ratha truim

Agus Meg laomsgair Lachlaind

Dual don niaicne an mine
Da aicrae na hairdrighe.

"The princely O'Neill, of great prosperity,

And also the mighty Mac Loghlin;

Hereditary it was to those warlike chiefs

To be both heirs to the monarchy."

O'Dugan then proceeds to describe the other chiefs of the race of

Eogan, and their territories :

" Ten Triochas, no mean portion belonged

To the ten sons of Eogan of the red weapons

;

Deliglitful to behold their possessions,

To them an undisputed inheritance.

" Of the Kinel Eogan, of mild countenance.

The prince of Kianaght is O'Cathain,

His forces are ready at every call

;

Of the race of Teige, the son of Kian of Cashel,

Is the tribe of abundant wealth and fame,

O'Conor was at first their prince."

Aileach, above mentioned, was a celebrated fortress, in Donegal,

and the chief residence of the ancient kings of Ulster, of the race

of Hy Niall, and an account of it has been given at p. 438 in the

notes. The Eugenians, or race of Eogan, also called Kinel Eogain,

the head branch of the Northern Hy Niall, possessed the territory

of Tir- Eogain, which comprised the present counties ofTyrone and
Derry, with a portion of Donegal, and accounts of the chiefs of the

Eugenians, and their territories, have been given at pp. 4i), 50, and

also at pp. 441, 442, in these notes. The O'Neills, above mention-

he remained, and sent dispatches to O'Neill, infor-

ming him ofthe object of his arrival there ; O'Neill

sent the same messages to O'Donnell, and O'Don-

ed, were princes of Tir-Eogain, princes of Aileach, and kings of
Ulster, and many of tlieirancestors also monarchs of Ireland. The
Mac Loghlins, who are mentioned by O'Dugan and sometimes
called O'Loghlins, were a branch of the O'Neills, as before ex-
plained, and became powerful chiefs, as princes of Aileach and
kings of Ulster j and two of them were acknowledged as monarchs
of Ireland in the 12th century. Many of their distinguished chiefs

are recorded in these Annals in the 11th and I2th centuries, and
they held their rank to the end of the 12th century, when
they were put down by the O'Neills, who became princes of Tir-

Eogain, and held their rank and power down to the 17th century.
There are still many respectable families of the Mac Loghlins in

Ulster, and various other parts of Ireland. O'Cahan, or O'Kane,
prince of Cianachta, above mentioned, ruled over the greater part
of the present county of Derry, and the name of his chief territory

is still preserved in the barony of Kenaght. The territory of the

O'Kanes was also called Oircacht- Ui-Chnthain, oi O'Kane's
Country ; these powerful chiefs had also some possessions in An-
trim, and a further account of them will be found at p. 50, in the
notes. Many distinguished and valiant chiefs of the O'Kanes are
mentioned in the course of these Annals, and they held their rank
and possessions down to the end of the reign of Elizabeth ; but in

the reign of James I., their territory, like most of the other parts

of Ulster, was confiscated in the project called the Plantation of
Ulster, and transferred to Uritish settlers, chiefly to a ('Company of

Londoners, who gave its name to the county of London-Derry.
There are still some respectable families of the O'Kanes in Ulster,

and other partsof Ireland. The O'Conors, mentioned by O'Dugan as
the first possessors of O'Kane's Country, were the descendants of
Teige the son of Cian, or Kian, son of Oilioll Olum, king of Mun-
ster or Cashel, in tlie tliird century, and from their ancestor Kian
the country was called Kianaghta. O'Dugan thus proceeds in his

account of the other chiefs of Tir-Eogain :

" O'Dooyiarma of exalted fame,
Chief of Bredach, of ancient nobility

;

Their tribe has been of high prosperity,

The most noble race that sprung from Eogan.
The chief who always cultivated peace.

Of the men of Bredach was the race of the monarchs.

" A strong chief rules over Tullaghoge,
O'Hagan, the lord of fair avenues

;

The oak woods abound through every place,

It is also ruled by another O'Hagan.

*'The O'Gormleys of mighty deeds.

Numerous are their warriors at the banquets
;

The fortress of heroes is comfortable and happy.
They rule over the noble Kinel Moen.

** O'Fergal of substantial aid.

The fair O'Donnellan of fine figure;

Strongly established on the soil

Are O'Donnagan and Mac Murrogh.

" Mac Dunchuan and the agreeable Mac Rory,
Rule over the extensive Teallach Nainbith

;

No others are heard of over the inhabited plains,

Or over the victorious Muintir Birn.

"The chiefs of the exalted Kinel Eochy
Are Muintir Kelly of just judgments

;

O'Kieran rules with might over Fearnmuigh,
And also the strong tribe of O'Tierney.

" The noble men of Moy Ith,

Who have defended distant countries ;

Their worthy acts are seen in every church ;

They are O'Maolbreasail and O'Boyle

;

They excel in ships over all heroes,

O'Quinn the brave, and O'Kenny.

4 H
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nell, with a large body of cavaliy, having gone to

where O'Neill was, they both proceeded to Foch-

aird Muirthemhne (Foghard, near Dundalk, in

" Kind Binigh of the fair glens,

Cliiefs who venerated the truth ;

Kinel Binigh of Tuath Rois,

From which lasting fame has spread.

" Kinel Binigh, not accustomed to bondage.

Of Loch-Drochaid of violent waves
;

Heroes who shared in every conflict,

O'Donnell is their brave chieftain.

" Of one tribe are the O'Duvanys,

What poet has not truly heard of thera ?

Their commands are promptly executed.

Of those are O'Hamill and O'Etigen.

" Three tribes in the eastern territory.

They are Tealach-Cathalain of clerics,

Also the deliglitful Tealach-Braonan,

In their praise the verse runs smoothly.

" Teallach Dubhrailbe of prosperity.

Their noble conduct is hereditary ;

Tlie Fir- Li flourish in that place :

Those are the three tribes.

" Over tlie powerful Kinel-Tiarnaigh,

O'Maolfogharty I record

;

Great is their knowledge and prosperity.

Of those are O'Hosey and O'Eogan.

" The Clan Fergus of warriors,

By the records we know tlieir chiefs

;

Victorious are they on every hill.

They are Clan Cuanach and Clan Baothgulach.

" Over the lasting Carraic Brachaidhe,

Over Clan Forgusa of tlie red arms,

Ruled O'Bruadair and O'iMaolfabhail

;

They extended on botli sides to the waves.

As far as O'Hagan on this side.

Maintaining a tribe of the people.

" Proclaim for Siol-Aodha-Eanaigh,

Their chieftains ruling over their tribes,

For them tlie poem is not dull or scanty.

They are O'Murrogh and O'Mellan.

" Kinel Fearadaigh of the Banquets,

Their pedigree has been always noble

;

O'Fiachra ruled the strong southern lialf,

I do not fear his courage in the conflict.

" The Siol Airnin rule on the northern side,

And the Siol Maolfiibhail of red weapons,

A clan who got their property not unlawfully by arras,

And the Clan Caghwell of battles.

" Two tribes in the east excelling all forces

In the exalted Kinel Fearadaigh ;

The tribe of Maolgeimry of honesty,

And the fair and active tribe of Maolpatrick.

" We cease to treat of the hospitable clans.

We end with the tribes of Fearadach,

We follow the course of all historians,

And proceed from the exalted race of Eogan."

The tribe of O'Dooyiarma, or O'Duibhdiorma, above-mentioned,

were chiefs of note in former times, and possessed the territory of

Bredach, near Lough Foyle, in Donegal, as mentioned at p. .50.

Some of them are mentioned in the Annals at an early period, but

they make no figure in after times; they anglicised the name
O'Detmott or Mac Dermott, but they were a different clan from the

Mac Derraotts of Roscommon. The O'Hagans mentioned by O'Du-
gan were chiefs of TuUaghoge in Tyrone, in the barony of Dungannon,

Louth). The earl and the archbishop having come

to them, they related to the chiefs the object which

had brought thera, viz., thatitwasto treat for peace

and were Brehons to the O'Neills, princes ofTyrone. The O'Gorm-
leys were anciently chiefs of note, in the barony of Raphoe, county

of Donegal, and are often mentioned in the course of the Annals.

Tlie Mac Caghwells, above-mentioned by O'Dugan, were lords of

Kinel Feradaigh, in the barony of Omagh, in Tyrone, and held

Ardstraw and other districts. They were powerful chiefs, and

many of them are mentioned in the course of these Annals, but in

modem times there are few families of them of any note ; some of

them have changed the name to Campbell, and others to Caulfield,

and are to be found in Tyrone, Monaghan, Armagh, and Louth.

The various chiefs above mentioned by O'Dugan were located in

different parts of Tyrone, Derry, and Donegal, and an account of

the territories possessed by each has been given at p. 50, in the

note on Tir-Eogain.

The Org'iellians, or tribes of Org'wll.—An account of the an-

cient territory of Orgiall, which comprised the present counties of

Louth, Monaghan, and Armagh, has been given at p. 2, in the note

on Orgiall, but ancient Orgiall appears to have been of greater ex-

tent, and to have comprised some of the southern part of Tyrone,

in the barony of Clogher, bordering on Monaghan, and also the

greater part of Fermanagh, and, under the head Orgiall, O'Dugan
describes the chiefs of all those territories, and also some in Dala-

radia, or the southern part of the present county of Antrim, as

some of the Orgiellians, or race of Clan Colla, possessed parts of

all those territories. An account of the chiefs and clans of Orgiall,

of the race of Clan Colla, and the territories possessed by them,

has been given at p. 2 in these notes, and a further account of the

Orgiellians has been given at p. 417. An account oftlie chiefs and

clans of Fermanagh, who were mostly Orgiellians, has been given

at pp. 78, 79, in the notes on Fermanagh. The Hy Munluns of

Connaught were also a branch of the Orgiellians, of tlie race of

Clan Colla, and came originally from Ulster; their head chiefs

were the O'Kellys, princes of Hy Maine, in Galway and Roscom-
mon. An account of the O'Kellys, O'Maddens, O'Mulallys,

O'Neaghtans, or O'Nortons, Mac Egans, and other chiefs of the

Hy Manians, has been given in the notes on South Connaught.

O'Dugan thus proceeds to describe the chiefs and clans of the Or-
giellians, and their territories :

" Let us hasten onwards on our journey.

Let us leave the country of the nobles,

And not stop till we come to the Orgiellians,

Men who were not fettered as hostages.

" O'CarroIl and O'Duibdara,
Exalted princes, free from massacre.

Men who maintained all clerics.

Ruled over the Orgiellians without reproach."

O'Dugan thus designates Mac Mahon and Maguire, princes of

Orgiall, in the following verses, of which the translation is added :

" Ardriogha na n-ionadh sin

Meg Mathghamhna is Maguidhir
Maith uaibhsi aniocht a riaghlaibh

Sliocht as uaisle d'Oirgiallaibh."

" Mag Uidhir as ceann da gcath
Air Fearailih morda Monach,
Maith a thoirheurta ga thigh

Flaith as oirdhearca n-einigh."

" The high princes of that country

Are Mac Mahon and Maguire

;

It is well for those wiio are under their rule,

They are the most noble tribe of the Orgiellians.

" Maguire is leader of their battalions,

He rules over the mighty men of Monach ;

At home munificent in jiresents.

The noblest lord in hospitality."



REIGN OF ELIZABETH. 603

they were sent, and they related the terms which

the lord justice proposed, which were the confir-

mation of the province of Concovar (Ulster), to

Tlie O'CarrolIs, princes of Orgiall, ruled chiefly over tbe territory

now forming tlie county of Loutb, witb parts of Monagiinn and
Armagli, and the Mac Mahons, afterwards princes of Orgiall, and
lords of Monaghan, Dartry, and Famey, ruled over the territory

which forms the present county of Monaghan, with part of Loutb,
and were lords of Lurgan In that county. Many distinguished

chiefs of the O'CarrolIs and Mac Mabons are mentioned in these

Annals, and in the annotations. It appears that, soon after the

English invasion, tbe O'CarrolIs were put down by John de Courcy
and his Anglo-Xorman followers, as the de Verdons, de Gemons,
Clintons, Flemings, Taaffes, Peppards, &c., who took possession of

Oriel or Louth, which constituted part of the English Pale. The
O'CarrolIs afterwards make no figure in Irish history, but the Mac
Mahons maintained their independence for many centuries, with

great valour, amidst incessant war with the English of the Pale

;

and copious accounts are given, in the course of these Annals, and
in the notes, of the battles of the Mac Mahons with tbe British

settlers for more than 300 years. Down to tbe reign of James I.,

and even to tbe Crorawellian wars, the Mac Mahons had consider-

able possessions and power in Monaghan, and some interesting

accounts of them will be found in tbe Tracts of sir John Davis.

The last celebrated chiefof Monaghan was Hugh Mac Mahon,wbo
actively co-operated wilh sir Felim O'Neill in the great insurrection

of 1G41, arid having, in conjunction with Conor Maguire, baron of

Enniskillen, attempted, in 16-11, to seize the castle of Dublin, the

plotwasdiscovered by one Owen O'ConnoUy, and Maguire and Mac
Mabon, being made prisoners, were sent to tbe Tower of London,
and in 1044 both tried and beheaded at Tyburn. Tbe Mac Ma-
hons are still very numerous in Monaghan, and there are some
respectable families of them in that county. There were, in for-

mer times, many eminent ecclesiastics of the name, and three of

them were archbishops of Armagh in tbe 18th century, of whom
accounts are given in Stewart's Armagh. The Mac Mabons of

Monaghan, as before stated, were of the race of Clan Colla, and of

a diflerent descent from the Mac Mahons of Clare, chiefs in Tbo-
uiond, who were of tbe race of tbe Dalcassians. Spenser, in his

View of Ireland, has absurdly asserted that the Mac Mabons of

Monaghan were of English descent, and of tbe ancient family of

Fitz-Urse, or Fitz-Ursula, and he also states that the Mac Swee-
neys of Donegal were of English extraction, being a branch of tbe

de Veres, earls of Oxford, and that the Mac Sheebys of Munster
were of English descent. Spenser likewise states that the O'Tonles

and O'Byrnes of Wicklow were of British descent, but all these

assertions are utterly absurd, and fully contradicted by all tbe

accounts of these Milesian clans given by the Irish genealogists

and historians. The Maguires, princes of Fermanagh, make a re-

markable figure in Irish history, and many distinguished chiefs of

them are mentioned in the course of these Annals, amongst others,

the valiant Hugh Maguire, a commander of note in the war against

Elizabeth, in conjunction with O'Neill and O'Donnell. The
O'Dubhdaras, above-mentioned by O'Dugan, were princes of Fer-

managh, in the 11th and 12th centuries, before the Maguires, and

some of them are recorded in the Annals ; but in after times they

make no figure, and appear to have become extinct (see notes on

Fermanagh, p. 79^. O'Dugan thus proceedj with the other chiefs

of Orgiall

:

" To a lordship entitled by right.

Is O'Lairgnen, a full prince of Orgiall

;

Nothing can be claimed without strong warlike power.

By O'Flaithri the high prince of Ulidia."

The name O'Lairgnen has been anglicised toO' Largan, and O'Flaith-

ri, to O'Florry, and both these appear to have been chiefs of note

in some part of Orgiall in ancient times.

" Princes of Hy Tuirtre of great victories.

They are O'Flynu and O'Donnellan
;

O'Heirc rules over Hy Fiacbra Finn,

Who never flinched from battle or conflict.

them, except the tract of country from Dundalk

to the Boyne, which was inhabited by the English

for a long period before that time ; and along with

" Lord of tbe smooth Machaire Meadhaidfa,
O'Criodain rules over tribes

;

O'Haodha over another clan.

He governs the men of Fearnmoighe.

" O'Keevan, leader of the battalion,

Lord of Magh Leaudma, of high prosperity
;

Noble is the warrior of goblets,

O'Machoiden is lord of Moume"

The O'Flynns above-mentioned, were princes of Hy Tuirtre, an
ancient territory in Dalaradia, which lay along Lough Neagh ia the

southern part of Antrim, and is described in the notes at p. 20.

The O'Flynns were distinguished chiefs, and are often mentioued

in the Annals in the 12th century, and they fought with great

valour many battles against John de Courcy and the Anglo-Nor-
mans, as recorded in tbe Annals, and in the notes on Ulster. The
O'Donnellans were chiefs on the same territory as O'Flynn. The
O'Hercs, or Ercks ; the O'Criodans, or Creedans, and O'Haodha,
that is O'Hugh, or O'Hca, were chiefs in Fernmoy, which was
situated in tbe barony of Iveagh,county of Down. O'Machoidhen,
probably O'Macken, was chief of Mourne in Down. An account

of the territories possessed by all these chiefs is given at p. 20 in

the notes

:

" Two exalted lords ruled over Oirtheara,

They are O'Hir and O'Hanlon
;

O'Cosgraigh is chief of the plain of Feara Rois
;

They are victorious in every battle.

" Lord of O'Metb Macha, undisputed,

Is O'Hanratty of the great preys,

A scion who ruled over a strong tribe
;

Mac Donnell governed Clan Kelly."

The O'Hanlons were lords of tbe territory which now forms the

baronies of Orior, in Armagh, and many of them are mentioned in

tbe course of these Annals ; they were powerful and valiant chiefs,

and held the office of hereditary standard-bearers to tbe kings of

Ulster. The O'Cosgreys, sometimes called Mac Cuskers, or Mac
Oscars, and by others changed to Cosgraves, were chiefs in part

of Famey in Monaghan, and some adjoining parts of Louth, as

shown at p. 3 in the notes. The O'Hanrattys were chiefs of note

in Armagh, and held the territory of O'Metb Macha, some-

times called O'Meath, and part of it forms the district called

Meigh, in the parish of Killevey, and barony of Orior, near New-
ry, and along SlieveguUion mountain. Mac Donnell, mentioned

as chief of Clan Kelly, appears to have been located in Orior, or

the adjoining barony of Xveagh, in Down.

" The blue-eycd host of fair hands,

The red-lipped O'Boylans

;

Chiefs of tbe excellent steeds,

The intrepid lords of Dartry.

" Hy Laoghaire, of Lough Lir,

Tbe Muinter Taithligh were their chiefs ;

The powerful Muinter Maolduin of Lurg,

Deep were their wounds in combat."

The O'Boylans were the head chiefs of Dartry, in Monaghan.
The O'Tullys, or Mac Tullys, were chiefs of Lough Lir, which
appears to have been a district in Fermanagh, near Lough Enie,

in the barony of Lurg, and several of the O'TuUys are mentioned

as abbots and Erenacbs of Devenish, in Fermanagh. TbeO'Mul-
doons, lords of Lurg, were chiefs of note in ancient times.

" Mac Tiaman, the flourishing chief.

Rules over the intelligent Clan Fergall

;

The fair Tuath Hatha, free from conflicts,

Is entirely ruled by O'Flanagan.

4 H 2
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that they promised, that the EngHsh should not

encroach on them beyond that boundary, except

the English who were in Carrickfergus, in Carling-

"Muintir Peodachain of the Port,

Chiefs of the noblest offspring

;

Melodious men of the level plain,

I record the prosperous Mac Gilfinnen."

The Mac Tiernans were chiefs of Clan Fergal, which appears to

have been either in Clanawley or Magheraboy, in Fermanagh.
The O'Flanajans, lords of Tura, ruled over the territory which
now forms the barony of Magheraboy, in Fermanagh, and a fur-

ther account of them will be found at p. 79, in the notes ; they were
distinguished chiefs, and many of them are mentioned in the course

of the Annals. The Mac Gilfinnens were lords of Muintir Peoda-
chain, in the north of Fermanagh, and on the borders of Donegal,

and the name of the district is still preserved in the town and river

of Pettigoe. The Mac Gilfinnens were distinguished chiefs, and
many of them are recorded in the course of the Annals, as military

commanders and admirals of Lough Erne, under the O'Donnells

of Donegal. A further account of them is given at p. 70, in the

notes ; in modern times some of them have changed the name to

Finnan, and others to Leonard.

" It is proper to speak of and record them,

The valiant chiefs O'Connollys ;

The handsome tribe, like lions in combat,

Are the majestic Mac Gilmichaels.

"The prosperous O'Mulrooneys,
And O'Heaneys of great renown,
They are two lords who rule

Over the fertile slopes of Monach.

" Lord of Triucha Ceud Cladaigh
Is Mac Kenna, as you have heard recorded,

A tree, though it bends, is strong.

He is from Meath, though now in Orgiall."

The O'Mulrooneys and O'Heaneys were chiefs of note in Ferma-
nagh, and appear to have been located on the borders of Monaghan

;

Some of the O'Mulrooneys have changed the name to Rooney.
The Mac Kennas were chiefs of Truagh, in Monaghan, and came
originally from Meath.

" O'Corraac is valorous with his clan,

He rules over the warlike Hy Alac Carthan .

Over the exalted Hy Breiisai! Maeha
Rules O'Garvey, the valiant chieftain.

" O'Longan and 0'Duvany,
O'Conor of the well-formed figure.

They all rule over western Hy Breasail,

By whom every nobleman is entertained.

" Over the exalted eastern Hy Breasail,

Rules the brave O'Lorcan, free from sorrow,

Like trees they protect every mansion
;

O'lleaney rules over Clan Kearney.

" The O'Donnells, men of extensive possessions.

And the prosperous O'Rogans;
They were courageous in battle,

Two noble tribes of Iveagh.

" The tribe of Duihhtire rule over the country.

Over the well-formed Clan Daimhin ;

O'Mulcreeve, I relate to you,

Rules the dark-haired majestic Clan Sionaigh.

*' O'Lachtnan rules over the lesser Moume,
Whose sway is not diminished

;

O'Hanvey, whose course is prosperous,

Is lord over the profitable Hy Seanain.

ford, and in Newry, who were always permitted to

carry on commerce and traffic ; that no officers or

collectors of rents or tributes should be sent to

" Over the valorous Hy Mac Carthain,
Rule noble majestic cliiefs.

Most of their ancestors were princes,

They are O'Colgan and O'Connell.

'* The high princes of those territories

Are the Mac Mahons of nobility,

Good are their laws and regulations,

The most noble tribe in Orgiall.

" Their most exalted achievements we have proclaimed^

Eastward into Ulidia let us proceed,
It is agreeable for us to part in friendship,

We must not therefore remain in Orgiall."

The O'Garveys, above mentioned in the poem, were chiefs of note

in ancient times, and an account of them is given at the latter end
of O'Brien's Irish Dictionary ; they were located on Hy Breasail

Macha, or Clan Breasail, which comprised the baronies of O'Neil-

land in Armagh, and some of them also had possessions in Iveagh,

in the county of Down. O'Lorcan or O'Larkin, and O'Heaney,
were also chiefs in Hy Breasail. The O'Donnells and O'Rogans,
or Rodaghans, were chiefs in Iveagh, in the county of Down. The
O'Loghnans were chiefs in Mourne, in the county of Down, and the

O'Hanveys were chiefs about the same territory. The O'Cormacs,
O'Colgans, and O'Connells, are given as chiefs in Hy Mac Car-
thain. The Mac Mahons are stated by O'Dugan to have ruled

over all those chiefs and territories, above-mentioned, as princes of

Orgiall ; these were the Mac Mahons of Monaghan, of whom an

account has been given in the preceding part of this article.

The Tribes ofCreeve Roe find Ulidia.—O'Dugan thus proceeds

to describe the chiefs on the territories of Craobh Ruadh, and
Uladh. The term Craobh Ruadh, signifying the Red Branch,

was applied to the ancient territory originally possessed in the first

century by the celebrated champions called the Red Branch
Knightsof Ulster, and comprised the districts about Emania, which
was situated near Armagh. From the ancient kings of Emania,
of the Irian race, were descended the kings of Uiadh or Ulidia, now
the county of Down, and the following princes and chiefs, descri-

bed by O'Dugan, were their descendants :

" Let us proclaim the renown of Creeve Roe,
The high kings of Ulidia we shall enumerate;
The heads of establislied hospitality.

Are O'Dunlevy and U'lleoghy.

" Of their nobles are the men of fierce combats,

They are O'Aidith and O'Eochagan ;

Great are the acquirements by preys,

Of the O'Lawreys and O'Lawlors.

** O'Loinsy of the haughty champions.

And O'Mordha of the red helmets ;

Let us visit their territories.

And cease from treating ofthe princes
;

Hereditary to their chiefs are the possessions;

Of their nobles is O'Mahon.

" The chiefs of Hy Eachach Coba,
Powerful are their ancient tribes

;

Delightful are their meetings in every country.

To entertain the active O'Garvey.

" O'Hanvey is high prince there,

He has not been neglected, nor shall we neglect him;
His prosperity and power have not been retarded,

Proud is he in leading in the battle.

" Chief over the noble Clan Aodh
Is the exalted and agreeable Magennis

;

They settled on the fertile hill,

They took poesession of all Ulidia.
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them, but to transmit to Dublin the rent which had

been formerly imposed on their ancestors ; that

no hostajies or sureties would be demanded from

" To Mac Cartan by charter belongs

The intelligent Kinel Fogaitaish,

Champions wlio have been liberal to clerics,

The treasurers of hospitality are they.

" O'Duvany above all triles,

OvtT the exalted Kinel Amalgaidh ;

O' Morna of ihe tribe of victory,

The leaders of Ulidia of high-tempered weapons.

" Mac UuUaghan of the hosts

Rules over the yellow-haired Clan Breasal;

TJie O'Coltarans, adjoining the fortress.

Are dwellers in Dal-Cuirb.

" In the north-cast have been collected.

The stock of the nobility in Ulster

;

Brave men by whom tribes are supported,

Tlie head source of hospitality in lirin.

" Tlie sway of lieroism of Leath Cuinn,

The champions of triumph and combat,

Numerous are the farmers on their hills;

They are the Ulidians and Erneans.

" It is difficult to depart from Eniania,

From the exalted Creeve Roe of long weapons;
And though bound to go to the laud of the west,

My inclination would lead me to retard my progress,

** Let us proceed from Boirche of the pointed hills.

And from Cuailgne, the country of glens

;

From Moyrath of tlie fatal conflict,

To the port of the heroes of O'Labradha.

" From Dun-da-Leathglas of the mantles (Downpatrick),
Which is the chief cemetery of Erin;

On trying there I could not discover

Tlie earth of which town enclosed Colum (St. Columkille).

" In the same tomb was buried

Bridget, the victory of heroines.

Where all sway has been conferred on them

;

Patrick lies at Macha, in the great tomb.

" The victory of Erin belongs to the Ultonians,

With the host of chariots of fair form
;

Tlirough their valour they have gained conquest;

The noblest of Erin are tlie Eugenians.

" The head of Ireland is the great Armagh,
But not in reference to the nobleness of its chiefs;

Men profoundly learned are there,

Without disparagement to the three let us proceed."

An account of the territories called Ulidia and Dalaradia, which
comprised the present county of Down and part of Antrim, with

their chiefs and clans, has been given at pp. 20, 21, in these notes,

and a further account of the Ulidians, Dalaradians, Irians, and
other tribes who possessed those territories, has been given from

p. 41.5 to 417, in the notes on Ulster. The O'Dunlevys above-
mentioned by O'Dugan, and their ancestors of the Irian race of

kings in Ulster, were in ancient times kings and princes of Ulidia,

and the chief rulers of that territory. Many of tlieni are men-
tioned in the Annals in the llth and l*2th centuries, but after that

period they make no figure in Irish history, being subdued by
John de Courcy and his Anglo-Norman followers, the Savadges,
Mandevilles, Audleys, Coplands, Russells, Whites, &c., who took

possession of the greater part of Ulidia, or county of Down. There
are in modern times very few families of any note of the O'Dunlevys
in Ireland. The O'Garveys above-mentioned by O'Dugan, were
anciently chiefs of note, but they make no figure in modern times

;

they had extensive possessions in Down and Armagh, and an ac-

count of them has been given in the preceding part of the present

them for that purpose, and that the same terms

should be extended to the Irish who were in aUi-

ance with O'Donnell in the province ofConnaught.

article, in the note on Orgiall. The Magennisses mentioned by
O'Dugan became the head chiefs of the Irian race, and representa-

tives of the ancient kings of Ulidia ; they were styled princes and
lords of Iveagh,and some of them were created viscounts of I veagh;
they possessed the baronies of Iveagh and Lecale, with part of

Jlourne, in the county of Down, and a further account of them is

given at p. 20 in the notes. Many distinguished chiefs of the Ma-
genniscs are mentioned in the course of these Annals, and there are

several respectable families of the name in modern times in Ulster
and other parts of Ireland. The O'Loinsys, or O'Lynchcs;
O'Lawreys, or O'Lowrys ; O'lleoghys, or O'Hoeys ; Mac Cartans,
O'Hanveys, O'Duvany s, 0'MaIions,0'Moores,0'Lawlors,0'Logh-
nans, O'Larkans, O'Colgans, O'Connells, O'Heaneys, O'Coltrans,

or O'Coulters, &c., above-nientioned by O'Dugan, were all chiefs

of note in ancient times in Ulidia, and part of Orgiall, and were lo-

cated in the county of Down, and some adjoining parts of Antrim,
Armagh, and Lnuth, and an account of the territories possessed by
Ihera has been given in the notes on Dalaradia, Ulidia, and Orgiall.

Tliese chiefs appear to have been mostly all put down by John de
Courcy and his Anglo-Normans, for in subsequent times few of
them make any figure, and many of thera were expelled to other

parts of Ireland. The ancestors of the O'Alordlias, O'Morras,
or O'Moores, of the Irian race in Ulidia in very remote times,

settled in Leinster, and were very distinguished chiefs as
princes of Leix, now part of the Queen's county and Kildare, and
an account of them has been given in the notes on Leix. The
O'Lawlors from Ulidia also settled in Leix in ancient times.

O'Dugan aliove refers to the circumstance of St. Columkille and
St. Bridget being buried at Downpatrick, and says tbat St. Patrick
was buried at Macha, or Armagh, but the old ecclesiastical histo-

rians state that SS. Patrick, Bridget, and Columkille were buried
at Downpatrick ; itis, however, stated by others, that the relics of

St. Patrick were removed to Armagh, wliich may be above alluded
to by O'Dugan.

Tirconnell ond the ConnnUlans.—An account of the territory

of Tirconnell or Donegal, with its chiefs and clans, has been given
at pp. 51, .52, in the notes, and a further account of the Connal-
lians has been given at )ip. 441, 442, in the notes on Ulster.

O'Dugan thus commences the topography of Tirconnell

:

" Our progress is a journey of prosperity.

Let us leave the valiant host of great Macha,
Let us not refuse good prosperity to that people,
Let us proceed into Kinel Conaill.

" Let them come, it is a prosperous journey,
Rugged is the land of that race,

To meet us at the Cataract of Hugh

;

It is the interest of that people of agreeable aspect.

"The O'.Maoldoras, were they living.

Would come (but they will not come),
Without delay, or slow assembly,

To meet us, and so would the O'Canannans."

The Cataract of Hugh is the great waterfall at Ballyshannon
called Easroe. The O'Maoldoras, or O'MuIdorys, and O'Can-
nannans, were the ancient princes of Tirconnell before the
O'Donnells, and of the same descent as that great family who
were the head chiefs of the race of the Connallians, Many
valiant chiefs of the O'Maoldoras and O'Canannans are men-
tioned in these Annals in the llth and I2th centuries • they
were powerful princes in those times, and ruled over Tirconnell
and some parts of the adjoining territories, but, in the latter
end of the 12th century, they were put down by the O'Donnells,
and afterwards make no figure in Irish history ; and O'Dugan, in
the above verses, alludes to their having become obscure, and their
power extinct in his time ; in modern times there are a few of the
name of O'Muldory, or O'Muldarry, and of the O'Canannans scat-
tered in parts of Ulster and Meath, but all extremely obscure.
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O'Neill andO'Donnell, and all the chiefs ofthe jjro-

vince who were along with them, then held a coun-

cil concerning those terms which were conveyed to

The Clann Dalaigh are thus designated by O'Dugan :

" Tiocfa siad budh teand a d-triath

Cianna Dalaigh na n-doinn sgiath

Leo go coiralicheart gan chrionadh
Oidhreacbt o na h-airdrioghaibh."

" These will come, powerful are their lords,

The Cianna Dalaigh of the brown shields
j

To them belongs, by undecayed sway,
The inheritance from the higli kings."

The Clan Dalaigh, above mentioned, means the O'Donnells, that
being their tribe-name, taken from Dalach, a celebrated chief, one
of their ancestors in the tenth century

J but they afterwards took
the name 0'Donnell,from Donal, another of their celebrated chief-

tains in the tenth century. The O'Dalys of Connaught were of

the same descent as the O'Donnells, and kept the ancient tribe-

name Cianna Dalaigh. The O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnel!, of
whom copious accounts are given in the course of these Annals,
were very distinguished chieftains, and many of them were eminent
for great abilities and valour. The O'Neills and O'Donnells, head
chiefs of the northern Hy Niall, and rulers of Ulster, make a con-
spicuous figure in the history of Ireland, and were by far the most
illustrious of the Irish princes ; they always kept up more nume-
rous and better disciplined forces than any others of the Irish chiefs,

and, from the 12th to the 17th century, for a period of more than
400 years, they maintained their power and independence amidst
incessant warfare with the English of the Pale, and were ultimately
subdued only by very powerful armies sent from England in the
war of Elizabeth. Ample accounts are given in the Annals of the
many battles fought during this war by the northern Irish, under
their heroic leaders, Hugh O'Neill and Red Hugh O'Donnell.
Even down to the middle of the 17th century, the O'Neills make a
remarkable figure in Irish history, in the great insurrection of 1641,
and the Cromwellian wars, Felim, and the celebrated Owen
Roe O'Neill, being the chief commanders i/f the northern Irish in

those wars. After the war of Elizabeth, the project called the
Plantation of Ulster was carried into eflect,in the reign ofJames I.,

by which the entire lands of six counties in Ulster, namely, Tyrone,
Derry, Donegal, Fermanagh, Cavan, and Armagh, were confiscated,
and the ancient territories of the O'Neills, O'Donnells, O'Reillys,
Maguires, and other chiefs, were transferred to colonics of British
settlers.

O'Dugan thus proceeds with the topography of Tirconnell :

" Clan Cinnfaoladh of the white steeds,

And delightful Tir-Ainmireach
;

Their troops are valiant to be seen,

And also the warlike Tir-Baghuine.

" This is the portion of the proud host,

The country of O'Boyle of the rosy complexion
;

The resident tribe, who are numerous there,

They have a large portion of the land.

" O'Maolmaghna rules over Magh Seireadh,
To learned men he proved intelligent

;

O'Hugh governs at the prosperous cataract,
He is active in the conflict of every great force.

" To O'Tairceirt of powerful heroes
Belongs the purely fair Clana Neaehtain

;

Mac Duvan, as extensively known.
Rules over Kinel Enda of liright arms.

" Gleann Finne, free is the enclosure of streams.
Which belongs to the aftluent Mac Loinffseachan

;

Powerful with his spears in every couflict
Is G'Breislen the hospitable in Fanad.

them, and they, and the chiefs in general, having

considered for a long time on all the treachery

which had been committed by the EngUsh since

" The host of Catharnaidh, who are not deceitful,

Are over Ard Sliodhair of the fertile slopes;
An account which has been truly established
Has assigned it to O'Dogherty.

" To the power Mac Gillesamhais belong
Ros GuiU and Ros lorguill, as I record,

A host without deception or falsehood

;

O'Furaran rules over Fionn-Rus.

" Two other chiefs are certified to you.
Rule over the victorious Tuath-Bladhaigh,
Of those is O'Cearnacli, as recorded.
And his prosperity I have certified.

" Of those are the princely host of thriving folds,

Muintir Dalacban of the bountiful presents;
I shall relate in proper verses to you,
Their names and their territories.

"Tir-Mac-Caorthain of the preys and slaughters
Is possessed by the cheerful tribe of O'MuUigan;
To mention them in my poem is our decision.

There was a time when it would not have been regretful.

" Tir Breasail, the country of produce,

Two tribes are in its full possession
;

Numerously established are they in their country.

They are O'Donnagan and Mac Garvey.

" The wound-giving Muintir-Maolgaoithe, [fortable.

By whom the country of the foreigners has been made com-
A tribe distinguished as spearsmen,
O'Maolgaoithe is their lawful chief.

*' Mac Tiernan of the fair countenance
Rules over the steady Clan Feargal

;

Many prosperous clerics have sprung from the tribe
;

Let us depart from Kinel Connell.

" The victory and valour of the clans of Niall,

Are carried in battle-sway by Tirconnell

;

A host not slow to entertain me there.

Although from Tirconnell we must depart."

An account has been given at p. 52, in the note on Tirconnell, of

the territories possessed by each qf the chiefs and clans above-

mentioned by O'Dugan, and they were all located in various parts

of the county of Donegal.
The Brefiiians, or Tribes of Brefney.—O'Dugan proceeds to

describe the territories of Connaught, and an account of them, with
their princes and chiefs, has been given in the notes on North and
South Connaught, and on Brefney, but an opportunity did not oc-

cur until now of giving O'Dugan's poem on the chiefs and clans of

Brefney.

" From Siol Murray of mirthfulness

Let us proceed into the country of Sen-Feargal,

To the host of Brefney of keen knowledge;
It is time, though slow is our progress."

Siol Murray, above-mentioned hy O'Dugan, was Roscommon, from
which be proceeded to Brefney, and he thus designates O'Rourke
and O'Heilly, the princes of that territory, which he calls the

Country of Sean- Feargal, it being so named from Sean-Feargal,

one of the ancient kings or princes of Brefney :

*' Airdrigh Brefne as buan smacht
O'Ruairc dan-dual ciosCboimoht
Uirrigh don gnaoi sin iiach gaim
Is a thaoisich na thinicheall.
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their arrival ia Ireland, by their false promises to

them, which theyhad never fulfilled towards them;

the numbers of their high-born princes, nobles.

" Rioijhthaoisiueh na ruathar n-garbh
O'Raghallaigh na ruatlh arm
Do cluintear aoibh a orpha
Os Muintir Maoil min Mbordha."

" Tlip hi^h-prince of Brefney, of lasting sway,
Is O'Roiirke, to whom the tribute of Connaught belonged :

His attendai:: lords are not few,

And he is surrounded by liis chieftains.

"Head chief of the fierce conflicts

Is O'lieilly of the red weapons;
His courteous commands are heard
Over the mild Muintir Maolmora."

An account has been given, from p. 75 to 77, of the O'Rourkes and
O'Reillys, princes of Brefney, who were a branch of the Hy Briui-

nians of Connaught, as exjjlained at p. 442 in these notes. The
ancient territory of Brefney, which comprised the present counties

ofCavan and Leitrim, was originally part of Connaught, butCavan
was added to Ulster, as before explained. Brefney was divided

into two principalities, namely, West Brefney, or Leitrim, which
was called Brefney O'Rourke, and East Brefney, or C.ivan, called

Brefney O'Keilly. The O'Rourkes and O'Reillys, princes of both
Brefneys, were of the same descent, being two branches from one
of the ancient kings of Connaught, their ancestor being Aodh
FioDD, or Hugh the Fair, a king of Connaught in the 7th century,

of the race of Hy Briuin. Tiie O'Rourkes were in ancient times

very powerful princes, and two or three of them are mentioned in

the Annals as kings of Connaught in the 10th century. The
O'Reillys took tlie tribe-name of Muintir Maolmordha, signifying

the people of JIaolmora, from one of their celebrated chiefs so

called ill the 12th century; the name Maolmora signifies a majes-

tic chief, and it has been latinised Milesius, and anglicised Miles

;

it was a t'avourite name amongst the O'Reillys, and borne by many
of their chiefs. The O'Rourkes and O'Reillys make a remarkable
.figure from the 12th to the 17th century, and many of their cele-

brated chiefs are recorded throughout these Aimals, distinguished

for their valour during their contests, for nearly 500 years, with

the Anglo-Normans and English of the Pale, but after the wars
of Elizabeth and Cromwell their extensive territories were confis-

cated, and transferred to British settlers. There are still several

respectable families of the O'Rourkes in different parts of Ireland.

The O'Reillys are extremely numerous, and it is estimated that

there are about twenty thousand persons of the name in the county

of Cavan, and many also in Jleath, Longford, and Leitrim; there

are many highly respectable families of the O'Reillys in the coun-

ties of Meatli,Westmeath, Dublin, Kildare, Louth, Down, Cavan,
and Longford.

O'Dugan thus designates thechiefs Mac Tieman and Mac Gauran

:

" Mac Tigcamain an trean fhear

Fosgadh fior na bhflaithfheneadh

Ceandach na cellar sa ccara

Air Theallach ndian nDunchadha.

" Mac Samhradhain snaidhm go neart

Air Theallach Eachaidh oirdheirc."

" JIac Tiernan the valiant man,
The true protector of warlike chieftains,

The patron of clerics, and their friend.

Rules over the powerful TuUaghonoho.

" Mac Gauran, the mainstay of strength.

Rules over the noble Tullagbaw
;

A country sheltered from the wind,

Mac Consnamha rules over Clan Kenny.

Mac Tiernan possessed the territory which now forms the barony
of Tullaghonobo, and Mac Gauran possessed the barony of Tul-

laghaw, both in the county of Cavan ; Mac Consnamha, a name

and chiefs, who, although they had been guilty, of
no actual crimes, came to an untimely death,

merely for the purpose of robbing them of their

anglicised to Ford, was chief of Clan Kenny, a district which now
forms the parish of Inismagrath, along Lough Allen, in the county
of Leitrim. These were all chiefs of note, and many of them are
mentioned in the course of these Annals. O'Dugan thus proceeds
w ith the other chiefs of Brefney

:

" Mac Cogan of the welcome visits

Rules over the noble Clan Fearmaigh
;

Mac Dorchy whose tribe is not enslaved.
Rules over the heroic Kinel Luachain.

"The chiefs of Dartry, as recorded.
And of Calry of the tribes;

They have not destroyed the land by depredation
;

Of those are the valiant O'Finn and O'Carroll.
The power of those chiefs has never been subdued.
And of them is the mighty Mac Clancy."

An account of the above-mentioned chiefs, and the territories pos-
sessed by them, has been given at p. 77, in the notes on Brefney.
The O'Carrolls, mentioned by O'Dugan as chiefs of Calry, possessed
a territory called Calry, which comprised the present" parishes of
Drumlease and Killargy, in the barony of Dromahaire in Leitrim,
and the parish of Calry, in the barony of Carbury, in the county
of Sligo, and the district is mentioned by Colgan, Lanigan, and
others, under the name Calrigia. A tribe of those O'Carrolls, in
the 13th century, according to Mac Geoghegan, took the name of
Mac Brady, and they settled in the county of Cavan, particularly
in the barony of Loughtee, where they became chiefs of note, and
many of them are mentioned in the course of these Annals. The
Mac Bradys, sometimes called O'Bradys, are extremely numerous
in modern times in the county of Cavan, and are often called, by
those speaking the Irish language, O'Carrolls ; there are many
very respectable families of the Bradys in various parts of Ire-
land. The celebrated Baron Thomas O'Brady, a distinguished
field marshal for many years in the Austrian service, and who
died at Vienna in 1827, was a native of the county of Cavan. The
Mae Clancys above-mentioned, lords of Dartry, now the barony of
Rossclogher, in Leitrim, were powerful chiefs, and many of them
are recorded in the course of these Annals. •

O'Dugan proceeds to describe other chiefs of Brefney, amongst
whom he places the O'Ferralls and O'Quinns, of Longford, as it

appears that some of the northern and western parts of Longford,
called Conmaicne, belonged to Brefney in ancient times.

" Let ns proceed—may it be a prosperous journey,
On a visit to the Clan Fergus,
Towards the other valiant tribe.

To the prosperous Clan Rory.

" Muintir Giollagain of the preys,
O'Quinn is their lord and chief;

Mac Maoiliosa of the fair countenance.
His rents are from Magb Breacraidhe

;

Mac Fionnvarr, pure is his prosperity.

Ruling over the intelligent Muintir Gearadhan."

The Mac Rannalls are thus mentioned by O'Dugan

:

" Mac Raghnaill cluintear anois

Air Muintir aluinn Eoluis."

"Mac Rannall is now heard to rule

Over the delightful Muintir Eoluis."

The Mac Rannalls, lords of Muintir Eoluis, and of Conmaicne of
Moyrein, were powerful chiefs in ancient times, and many of them
are mentioned in the course of these Annals ; their territory com-
prised the present baronies of Leitrim, Mohill, and Carrigallen, in

the county of Leitrim. The Mac Rannalls were of the same race
as the O'Ferrals, lords of Annally or Longford, namely of the Clan
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patrimonies, they greatly dreaded that what was

then promised would not be fulfilled towards them,

and they finally resolved on rejecting the peace.

Fergus, also called the Clanna Rory, and an account of them has

been given at p. 77, in tlie nrte on lirefney ; there are still many
respectable families of the Mac Rannalls in various parts of Ire-

land, but in modern times the name has been absurdly anglicised

Reynolds.

The other chiefs of Brefncy were the following :

" The affable O'Mulveys
Rule over Moy Nisi of many hostages;

Good is their portion, without purchase.

Let us record the cliief of the warlike heroes.

" The O'Ferralls now prevail

In the government over tlie Clan Fergus ;

To him belongs the protecting tribes,

The O'Quinns were his ancestors."

The O'Ferralls, styled princes and lords of Annaly, an ancient ter-

ritory wliich comprised the present county of Longford, were

powerful chiefs in former times, and many of them are recorded in

the course of these Annals; there are still many very respectable

families of the name in various parts of Ireland. The O'Quinns,

above mentioned, chiefs of Muintir Giollagain, were in ancient

times lords of the territory which forms the barony ofRathcline, in

the county of Longford. An account of the district possessed by

the O'Mulveys in Leitrim, near Carrick-on-Shannon, has been

given at p. 77, in the notes on Brefney.

The Tribes of JVorth Connnmjht.— .\n account has been given

of the chiefs and clans of 8ligo and Mayo, from p. 97 to p. 100, in

the note on IN'ortli Connaught, but the translation of the poem of

O'Dugan, referring to the i'oUowing chiefs, has not been given :

" Let us proceed into the Lieneys,

Let us depart from the country of Carbury,

Let us remember the clans of Kian,

In the warlike Lieneys of sharp weapons.

" The princes of Lieney, of productive bloom,

Are O'Hara and O'Huathmaran
;

Let Lieney of the heroes of swords be visited ;

Bear in remembrance U'Kearnachan,
Good is eacli mansion of that tribe,

O'Gara is of that noble race.

"O'Devlin of good fame,
O'Donaghy of the Kerns,

Let us accurately praise them with affection,

They are the two lords of the level plain of Correm.

" Let us goto the land of Fiachra,

To the melodious hosts of fierce conflicts,

From the hospitable and powerful tribe,

It is our wish there to proceed.

** From Codhnaigh,it is a peaceful visit,

Which marks the end of the territory,

To the boundary ofRodhba to be recorded
;

It is a delightful perfect land ;

Tile whole of that portion

Is the inheritance of O'Dowd.

*' Fourteen kings of the tribe

Obtained the province undivided,

By deeds of combined force and battle,

Of the illustrious race of Fiachra."

An account of the O'Dowds, princes of Hy Fiachra, and sometimes
called princes of North Connaught, has been given at p. 98, in the
notes on North Connauglit. They were the head family of the race of
Hy Fiaclira, descended from Fiachra, king of ConuaUL'lit in the
laller end of the 4th century, whose son, the heroic Datlii, the last

Pagan monarch of Ireland, was killed by lightning at the foot of

They afterwards communicated the resolution to

the earl, who proceeded to Dublin, to the lord jus-

tice and council, and related to them that he was

the Alps, in A.D. 429, while on a military expedition in Gaul.

The ancestors of the O'Dowds, as above-stated, furnished fourteen

kings of Connaught of the race of Hy Fiachra. Tlie O'Dowds were
powerful princes in ancient times, and copious accounts of them are

given in the Annals of the Four Masters ; they ruled over the ex-
tensive territories which now form the baronies of Erris, Tyrawley,
Carra,and Kilmaine,in Mayo, with Tireragh in 81igo. Anaccount
of the O'llaras, O'Garas, and other chiefs above-mentioned, in the

Lieneys, in Sligo, and Mayo, has been also given at p. 99, in the

notes on North Connaught.
Tlie Counties of Ulster.—.\n account ofthe formation of various

counties from the ancient territories has been given in tl»e course

of these notes. In Ulster, tlie territory of Orgiall was formed into

the counties of Louth, .Monaghan, and Armagh ; Daluradia, Ulidia,

and Dalrieda, were fornjed into Down and Antrim ; Tir-Eogain and
Tirconnell into Tyrone, Derry and Donegal ; Fermanagh retained

its ancient name ; Brefney, which was part of ancient Connaught,

was formed into Cavan and Leitrim.

Louth was part of Orsciali, and was comprised in the ancient

kingdom of IJlster, which extended as far as the Boyne at

Drogheda and Slane ; the name in Irish is Lnuh-iMagh, which
signifies the Plain of Lugh, or Lughaidh, probably from some an-

cientchief; it was in remote times also called Magh Muirtlieimhne,

that is the Plain of Murhevney, from Murtliciinhne, a celebra-

ted chief of the Clanna Breogain, or Brigantes, wlio came along

W'ith the Milesians from Spain ; and many centuries afterwards it

got tjjc name Machaire-Chonaill, signifying the Plain of Conal,

from Conal Kearnach,or Conal the Victorious, a fauio\iswarrior of

the Red Branch Knights of Ulster in the first ceniury, whose pos-

terity possessed the territory. Louth was O'Cniroll's Country,

and also partly belonged afterwards to the Mac Mahons of Mo-
naghan, but after O'Carroll, the prince of the territory, was
subdued by John de Courcy and the Anglo-Normans, the territory

was formed into the county of Louth, about A. D. 1210, in the

reign of King John, and formed part ofthe English Pale; it was
called by the Englisli Oriel and Uriel, a name taken from the an-

cient one Orgiall, and the name Louth is latinised Lovidin. The
chief town is in Irish called Droichead-Atha, signifying the

Bridge of the Ford, hence latinised Pontana ; the name was
anglicised Tredagh, and lastly Drogheda (see p. 2, note on Or-
giall).

^/ono<?Aan, part of ancient Orgiall, was formed into a county

about 1585, by the lord deputy, sir John Perrott ; it got its name
from the chief town il/jiiwcnc/ioji, said to signify the town of tlie

monks, and was so called from an ancient abbey there, and the

name is latinised Monuchuna. Monaghan was called Mae Million's

Country^ as those chiefs were the principal possessors ; the other

chiefs and clans of note were the Mac Kennas, O'Boylans, Mac
Cabes, O'ConnoIys, O'Dutfys &c, ; a great part of Monaghan was
called by the English the Ferney, in Irish, Fearnmuighe, signify-

ing tlie Plain of the Alder Trees, and this name is still retained in

the barony of Farney, which, however, is of much less extent than
the ancient Ferney.

In the reign of Elizabeth, about the year 1584 or 1585, the lord

deputy, sir John Perrott, according to Cox, Borlase, and others,

formed seven counties in Ulster, namely Armagh, Monaghan, Ty-
rone, Coleraine, afterwards called Derry and Londonderry, Done-
gal, Fermanagh, and Cavan, though, according to other accounts,
these counties were formed, about the year 1570, by the lord

deputy, sir Henry Sydney, but not regularly settled until the time

of Perrott.

Armagh, part of ancient Orgiall, was formed into a county
about 1585, by sir John Perrott, and took its name from the chief

town, in Irish Ard Macha, signifying the Hill of Macha, and so

called either from INIacha, the wife of Nemedius, or in after times

from another Macha, a celebrated queen of Eiuauia, who flourished

nearly four centuries before the Christian era. A greatpart of tlie

territory was called JIagh-Macha, or the Plain of Macha, and
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refused the peace, and the answer he got from the

Irish. The lord justice and the council sent de-

spatches to England to the queen, informing her

comprised the celebrated district and palace of Eambain Maclia,

or Emania, tiie scat of tlie ancient l<in;^s of Ulster; tlie name is

the same in the Latin as in the Irish, namely Ardmacha. It was
anciently possessed by the O'Neills, O'Hanlons, O'Hanrattys,
O'Garveys, Mac Canns, kc.—{See note, p. 3, on Orginll).

Down, in Irish Dun, sijtnifying a fortress, was in ancient times

called Dundalcatbglas, and afterwards Dun Patraie, or Downpa-
trick,frora St. Patrick bavins; been buried there. Down comprised
the greater part of ancient Ulidia or Dalaradia, and was formed
into two counties, namely Down, and The Ards, or Newtown, in

the reign of Edward II., but both were formed into the present

county of Down in the reign ofElizaheth, which got its name from
the chief town Dune, or Downpatrick, and is latinised Dunuin.
It was anciently possessed by the O'Donlevys, Mac Gennises,

O'Garveys, Mac Cartans, &c., and partly by the O'Neills, lords of

South Clannalioy.

jln^Wn* comprised ancient Dalrieda, and part of Dalaradia, or

Ulidia; it was formed into a county in the reign of Edward II.,

and took its name from the chief town, in Irish Aendru'un, which
is said to signify the Handsome Hill, from Aen or Aon, excellent,

and flniim a bill ; it is latinised Aendronuo, and Antyunmia.
The O'Flynns or O'Flinns, O'Kanes, &;c., were the chief ancient pos-

sessors, and also the O'Neills, lords of North Clannaboy ; the -Mac

Donnells and Mac Quiljans possessed the northern parts, called the

Routes and Glynns(«ee notes on Dalaradia and Dalrieda,from p.

20 to p. 22.

Tyrone, in Irish r/?'-.E<?<7ffiH, signifying the country of Eogan or

Owen, was so called from Eogan, one of the sons of the celebrated

king Niall of the Nine Hostages. Eogan conquered this country

in the 5tb century, and it was possessed by his posterity, called

Eugenians, the head chiefs of whom were the O'Neills, princes of

Tir-Eogain, hence it was called O'jVei^r^ Country. Part of an-

cient Tir-Eogain was formed into the county of Tyrone, about I585,

by the lord deputy sir John Perrott ; the name Tir-Eogain was
anglicised Tir-Owen, and Tyrone, and has been latinised Tironia,

and sometimes Eugenia. The otberchiefs of notein Tyrone were the

MacCagbwells,0'Quinn3, 0'Hagans, O'Donnellys, 0'Nenneys,^c.
Derry, in Irish Doirc, signi6es an Oak wood, and the town was

anciently called Doire-Calgach, signifying the Oak wood of Cal-

gacb, from a chief of that name, and afterwards Derry Columkille,

from the abbey founded there by that saint. The territory,

which now forms the county of Derry was part of Tir-Eogain, and

O'Cahan, or O'Kane, being the head chief, it was called O'Kane's
Country. It was formed into acounty in 1585, by sir John Per-

rott, and was called the County nfColcraine, from its chief town
;

it was afterwards called Derry, latinised Derrin, and on the con-

fiscation of Ulster, and plantation with British colonies in the reign

of James I., a company of London shopkeepers and traders having

got a grant of the county and city of Derry, from them the county

got the absurd name of London-Derry. An account of the chiefs

and clans ofTyrone and Derry has been given from p. 49 to p. 51,

in the notes.

Donegal, inlfish Z)«n-nrt-nGoZZ, signifying the Fortress of the

Foreigners, derived from i)Hn,, a fortress, and Gall, a foreigner, got

its name, it is said, from a fortress erected there by the Danes. The
ancient territory was called 2'ir-Conaill,oT the Country of Conall,

from Conall, brother of Eogan, who, as above explained, possessed

Tir-Eogain. This Conall, son of king Niall of the Hostages, and
his posterity called Connailians, possessed the territory, and their

head chiefs were the O'Donnells, princes of Tirconnell, hence it was
called O'Donnell's Country. Theother chiefs of note in Donegal,

were the O'Doghertys, Mac Sweeneys, O'Boyles, O'Gallaghers,

O'Gorraleys, O'BresHns, &c. Tirconnell was formed into a county

about 1585, by tlie lord deputy Perrott, and called Donegal, from
its chief town ; the names Donegal and Tirconnell are latinised

Dungallia and Tir~Connellia, and sometimes ConalVm. {See

notes p.p. 51, 52).

Fermanagh, in Irish Fearamanach, may signify the Men of

of these affairs, so that she then sent an immense
number of men to Ireland, with a supply of mili-

tary stores, and their numbers were not less than

the Monks, from Feara, men, and manach a monk, as it had in

ancient times many ecclesiastical establishments, or it might be
derived from Feara, men, and nionach, of the marshes, as it was
a country full of marshes and lakes ; the name is latinised Ferma-
naehia. The Maguires were princes of Fermanagh, hence it was
called Maguire's Country, and was formed into a county,
about 1585, by the lord deputy Perrott. The other chiefs of note
in Fermanagh were the O'Flanagans, O'Muldoons, Mac Manuses,
Mac Gilfinnens, Mac Donnells, O'Cassidys, ©"Tullys, &c. {See
notes on Fermanagh p. 78).

Cuvan, in Irish Cahhnn, pronounced Cawan, is derived from
the word Cabhnn, which signities a hollow place, and corresponds
with the situation of the town of Cavan, which is located in a re-

markable hollow. The territory of Brefney formed in ancient
times part of Connaueht, and was divided into East Brefney, or
Cavan, and West Brefney, or Lcitrim ; but when formed into

counties, about 1585, by the lord deputy Perrott, Cavan was added
to Ulster, and Leitrim was left in Connaught. The territory of
Cavan being possessed by the O'Reillys, princes of East Brefney,
was called Brefney O'Reilly, and O'Reilly's Country; and the
territory of Leitrim, being possessed by the O'Kourkes, princes of
West IJrefney, was called Brefney O'Rourke, and O'Mourie's
Country. The name Leitrim, in Irish X(o<ft-X'/«im, signifies the
Grey Hill, and from the town the county was called Leitrim, as

the county of Cavan wascalled from the town of Cavan ; the name
Cavan is latinised Cavania, and Leitrim Leitr'umiia. Brefney,
in Irish Dreifne or Brefne, signifies the Hilly Country ; it was
called by the English The Breiiny, and has been latinised Bref'
nia and Brejinnia. An account of the other chiefs and clans of
both Brefneys, as the Mac Gaurans, Mac Tiernans, or Mac Ker-
nans, Mac Bradys, Mac Gowans or Smiths, Blac Cabes, Fitz-
patricks, &c, in Cavan, and Ihe Mac Rannalls, Mac Clancys, &c,
in Leitrim, has been given at pp. 74, 75, in the notes on Brelriey.

Topography of the Pentarchy.—In the course of these anno-
tations to the Annals, accounts have been given of the topography
of the five ancient kingdoms of Ireland, constituting the Pentar-
chy, with the old territorial divisions, and the possessions of each
of the Irish princes, lords and chiefs, from the 10th to the 17th
century; also an Epitome of the history of every county in Ire-
land, and accounts of the great Anglo-Norman, and old English
families of note, and of the nobility and chief landed proprietors in

each county, from the English invasion to modern times, with an
account of the Danes, and the Antiquities, &c, of the country,
collected from numerous authentic sources, and most of the matter
given has never before been published.

The A nc'tent Colonies that peopled Ireland from the earliest ages,

as the Partholanians, Nemedians, Fomorians, Firbolg or Belgians,

Tuath Dedanans, Milesians, Celts, and Scythians, &c., have been

described at pp. 123, 340, 341, and 361 to .367, in the notes on
Ulster, and other places. Accounts of the Danes or Scandina-
vians in Ireland, have been given at pp. 457 to 469, 481 to 488,
508 to 516, and 532 to 544; accounts of the Anglo-Aormansare
given at pp. 1 to 20, 196 to 198,463 to 464, 536 to 540, and 557
to 558. The territories and tribes of the five kingdoms of the

Pentarchy are described under the following heads.

The Kingdom of Meath.—The name in Irish is Midhe, pro-

nounced Mee, and latinised Midia ; the people Midhigh, latinised

Midii, and Midenses, and anglicised Jlidians, and sometimes Me-
thians. The kingdom of Meath comprised the present counties

of iMeath and Westmeatb, with parts of Longford, King's county,
Dublin, and Kildare ; this kingdom was in after times added to the

province of Leinster. The kingdom of Meath, with all its ancient

territories, tribes, clans, princes, and chiefs, has been described in

the articles on Meath, Teffia, Tara, Clancolman, Annaly, Ofl'aly,

Moy-Liffey, Bregia, and Fingall, in the annotations on those ter-

ritories, in the course of the Annals, at pp. 6 to 9, 146, 248, 249,
292 to 298, 314 to 317, 343 to 361, and 442. In the above-men-
tioned notes, an account has been given of the following races,

4 I



610 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1596.

twenty thousand of paid forces and common sol-

diers, for the purpose of carrying on war against

the Irish. A very great army was afterwards

mustered by the queen's war general in Ireland,

namely. Sir John Norris, to march into the pro-

vince of Connaught, for the purpose of subduing

all those who had risen in alliance in the war of

the Irish. The earlof Clanrickard, namely, Ulick,

tribes and claus who possessed those territories, as the Partholo-

nians, Belgians, Danans, Hereinoiiians, Fenians, Temorians, Bre-

gians, Hy-Niellians, Colinanians, 'I'effians, Annalians, Delvinians,

Ofl'alians, Moyliftians, Eblanians and Fingallians.

The Kingdom of Ulster.—The name in Irish is Ulndh, pro-

nounced Uila, and latinised Ultonia ; the people were called

Ultalgh, in Latin Ultonil, and Ultotiienses anijllcised Ulton'mns.

This ancient kingdom comprised tlie counties of Linth, Jlonaghan,

Armagh, Down, Antrim, Tyrone, Derry, Donegal, and Fermanagh,
and the old territories of Orgiall, Dalaradia, Ulidia, Dalrieda, Tir-

Eogain, Tirconnell, and Fermanagli ; the county of Cavan, which
was part of Brefney, belonged to Connaught, but was afterwards

added to Ulster, and the county of Louth, which was part of an-

cient Ulster, was added to Leinster. In the notes on the above-

mentioned ancient territories, and on Ulster, at p. 2. and at pp. 19

to 22, 49 to 52, 78, 79, I4G, 337 to 342, 301 to 3(i7, 412 to 417,
436 to 442, SSG, and (iOl to 608, an account has been given of their

extent, and of the tribes, clans, princes, and chiefs who possessed

them. In the above-mentioned notes, accounts are given of the

following races, tribes, and clans in Ulster : the Parlholanians, Ne-
medians, Foinorians, Danans, and Milesians j of the Irians, or Ru-
dricians, the Emanians, or Red Branch Knights, the Heremonians,
the Hy-Niellians, Kugenians, Conalliana, Orgiellians, Ulidians,

Dalaradians, Dalriedians, Degadians, Ualliatachians, Erneans,and
Cruthneans, or Picts.

The Kingdom of Connaught.—The name in Irish is Conacht,
pronounced Conaght, and latinised Coiiacln; the people were
called Conachtaigh, in Latin Cotiaciiy and Conachtenses, anglicised

Conacians. This ancient kingdom comprised the present counties

of Galway, Mayo, Sligo, Roscommon, Leitrim, and Cavan, with
the northern part of Longford, bordering on Leitritn and Cavan

;

in ancient times, at dilFerent periods, the territory of Clare in Tho-
mond formed part, of Connaught, but was ultimately added to

Munster, and the county of Cavan was added to Ulster in the reign

of Elizabeth. Connaught comprised the ancient territories of

Cruachan, Machaire Chonacht, Moy-Aoi, Siol-Murray, Hy-Fia-
chra, Hy-,Maino, Moen-Moy, Moylurg, Brefney, Conmaicne,Con-
namara, Umhall, loras, Tyrawley, Clanriekarcl, &c. An account
of those territories, and tlie tribes, clans, princes, and chiefs who
possessed them, has been given in the course ofthese notes on Con-
naught, Ulster and Brefney, at pp. 7,5 to 78, 97 to 100, 121 to 132,
341 to 345, 361 to 367, and 606 to 608. In the above-mentioned
notes, accounts are given of the following races, tribes, and clans in

Connaught: the Fomorians and Danans, the Firbolg or Belgians,

Firdomnians, Damnonians, Martineans, Erneans, ,\ttacottians,

Gamanradians and Clanna-Mornians, tiie Heremonians, Hy-Briu-
nians, Brefnians, Conmacnians, Hy-Fiachrians, and Hy-Manians

The Kingdom of -Leinster.—The name in Irish is Laighean^
latinised Lngenin ; the people were called Laighnigh, in Latin
Lngenii, and Lngenienses, anglicised Lagenians. In ancient times
Leinster was of much less extent than the modern province; it

comprised the present counties of Wexford, Wicklow, Carlow,
Kilkenny, and Queen's connty, with a groat part of the King's
county, and tlie whole of Kildare, except a small portion of Car-
berry, which belonged to Meath ; Leinster also comprised that part
of the county of Dublin south of the Lifl'ey, and that part north
of the Liffey belonged to Meath. A large portion of the northern
part of King's county also belonged to Meath, and some of the
soutliern part of King's county, bordering on Tipperary, belonged
to Munster. In after times the ancient kingdom of Meath, and
also the county of Louth, in Ulster, were added to the province of

the son of Rickard Sagsanach, son of Ulick of the

Heads, with all his forces, joined their army ; the

earl of Thomond, namely Donogh, the son of Co-

nor, son of Donogh O'Brien, also joined them with

his forces, and numerous other forces besides,

which are not recorded ; but, however, some have

stated that such an army, belonging to the sove-

reign, had not been collected for a long j>eriod of

Leinster. The ancient kingdom of Leinster comprised the old ter-

ritories of Hy-Kinsellagh, Cualan, Ossory, Offaley, Leix and Moy
Lid'ey. Accounts of those territories, and their tril)es, elans,

princes, and chiefs, have been given in the notes on Leinster, &c.

at pp. 194, 217 to 225, 215 to 252, 26(", 267, 343 to 345, 366, 457
to 469, 481 to 488, 508 to 516, and 532 to 544. In the above
notes accounts are given of the following races, tribes, and clans

in Leinster : the Belgians, Galenians, Menapians, Brigantes, He-
remonians, Cahirians, Hv KinseUians,Cualanians, Ossorians, Offa-

11,ins, Lisians, Fenians, Moy-Liffians, Eblanians, and Danes.

T/'.e Kingdom of Mnn.ster.—The name in Irish is Mumha, or

Mumhnn, pronounced Moo-an, latinised Montonia ; tlie people

were called Muimhnigh, in Latin Momonii, and Momonienses, an-

glicised Moraonians. Tlie ancient kingdom of Munster comprised
the p.'esent countiesof Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Tipperary, and Wa-
terford, to which was afterwards added Clare, wliicli ftirmed part

of ancient Connaught ; Munster appears also to have comprised a
small portion of Ossory, in the county of Kilkenny, bordering on

Tipperary, and also a portion of the south of King's county called

Ely O'Carroll, adjoinnig Tipjierary. The principal di\isionsof

ancient Munster were Tiuulh-Mumhnny or iNorth Munster, latin-

ised Tuemonlay and anglicised Thomond ; Deas-Miimhfin, or

South Munster, in Latin Desmonia, in Englisli Desmond j

Oir-Mumlinn, or East Munster, latinised Ormnnin, anglicised

Ormond ; Desies was also an ancient division of Munster, and com-
prised the greater part of the present county of Waterford. The
extent of Tliomond, Desmond, Ormond, and Desies, has been

described in the notes on Munster, and accounts have been given

of the tribes, clans, princes, and chiefs who possessed these terri-

tories, in the notes on Munster, at pp. 146 to 154, 171) to 180,

194 to 202, and 248. In the above notes, accounts are given of

the following races, trilies, and clans : the Heberians, Engenians,

Dalcassians, Kianians, Ithians, Lugadians, Degadians, Menapians,

Tueinonians. Desinonians, Desians, Ormonians and J'llians.

Ptolemy's Geography—From p, 391 to 394, in the note,s, an

account has been given of the geography and topography of Ire-

land, in the beginning of the 2nd century, by the celebrated Greek
geographer Claudius Ptolemy, of Alexandria in Egypt, who gave
a Map of Ireland at that very remote period, with the names of the

tribes placed on the different territories, the cities, the promon-
tories, islands, harbours, lakes, and rivers. In the explanation of

this ancient geography, in the above-mentioned notes, an account

is given of the following seventeen tribes, and their territories, with

their original Greek names, which are thus anglicised. The Ebla-

nians, Caucians, Menapians, Brigantes, Coriondians, Udeans,

Uternians, or Ivemians, lUiberians or Velabrians, Lucenians,

Concanians, Nagnatians Venlcnians, Robogdians, Darinians, and
Uluntians or Ultonians. It may be here observed, that, in the ex-

planation given of Ptolemy's Geography, at p, 392, the promontory

called Isnmnion, now St. John's Foreland, at the Bay of Dundrum,
on tiie coast of Down, is mentioned, and the Greek name Isaninion

was probably derived by Ptolemy from the Irish Magh Seimhne,
which sounds very like it, and was the ancient name of a plain in

the territory afterwards called Dalaradia, in the same part of the

county of Down, At p, 392 it has been explained that Ptolemy

called the lake and river Erne Raious, which probably might have

been derived from the Irish Eas-Ruadh,or Easroe, which was the

ancient name of the cataract at the mouth of the river Erne, at

Ballyshannon, and if the word Eas-Ruadh was written Ruadh-
Eas, which would have the same signification, it would sound very

similar to the Greek word Raious.
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time in Ireland as that, for the greatness of its full

muster, its foreign forces, and their extraordinary

equipment and superior power. When all those

had assembled together at Athlone, to meet the

general, they then marched to Roscommon, and

afterwards to the neighbourhood of the monasterj'

of Boyle, and when they did not find the Conacians

there before them, as they expected, they returned

back, and proceeded westward to Cionn Locha,

into the country of Mac William, and to Maighin

(Moyue, in the parish of Shrule, barony of Kil-

main, county of INIayo), and encamped on the

banks of the river Rodhba (the river Robe, which

flows through Ballinrobe, in Mayo). When that

very great army was threatening to march to that

place, Mac William Burke, i. e. Theobald, sent his

messengei-s to O'Donnell, entreating him to come

to relieve him, and O'Donnell promptly responded

to the call, for he was making ready to march into

the province of Meva (Connaught), before the

messengers had reached him. He sent letters and

written despatches to the Irish ot the province of

Olnegmacht (Connaught), requesting them to

meet him at a certain place on his progress to the

camp of the general. Sir John Norris, and he him-

self commenced his march with his forces, and

proceeded across the rivers Erne and Sligo, and

along the right hand side of the river of the Ox
mountain, through Lieney (in Sligo), and the

territory of Gaileang (barony of Gallen, in Mayo).

The Irish of the province (of Connaught), marched

at the same time without delay at that call ; in the

first place came O'Rourke, namely, Brj^an Oge,

the son of Bryan (na-Murtha), son of Owen, son

ofBryan; thithermarchedO'ConorRoe ; O'Kelly ;

Mac Dermott of Moylurg ; there came also the two

Mac Donoghs, the two O'Haras, and O'Dowd.
When those Irish assembled at one place, they

did not halt until they pitched their camp, con-

fronting Sir John Norris, on the opposite side of

the same river Robe. There was a correspondence

carried on between them from both sides, as if

through peace and amity, but such in truth was

not the case, but to inspect, and reconnoitre, and

to deceive each other if they possibly could. They
remained in that manner confronted, until the En-
glish came short of provisions, and the resolution

they came to was, to decamp from the place where

they were, when they could obtain no advantage

of the Irish ; they accordingly did so, and the

general proceeded to Galway, from thence to Ath-
lone, and he left soldiers in Cong (in Mayo), and
likewise in Galway, in the town of Atheniy, in

Mullaghmore of Hy Maine, in Kilconnell, in Bal-

linasloe (all in the county of Galway) ; in Ros-

common, in Tulsk, and in the monasteiy of Boyle

(in the county of Roscommon).

O'Conor Sligo arrived in Ireland, with a great

number of English along with him, in the harvest

of this year.

Sir Richard Bingham, and his brethren, were

removed from the government of the province of

Connaught, and they were conveyed to Dublin,

and from thence they were sent to England, and
a man better than he was appointed his successor

in the governorship of the province of Connaught,

whose name was sir Conyers Clifford ; he was a

man who bestowed valuable presents and property

on the English and Irish, and there did not come
of the English into Ireland, in the latter times, a

better man. When he came to Dublin he began

to collect men and arms for the purpose of marching

into Connaught, and he afterwards proceeded with

all his troops and forces to the town of Athlone,

and he distributed his companies into camps and

fortresses over the towns of Hy Maine and Clan-

rickard, viz., Galway, the town of Athenry, Mul-

laghmore, Cong, and Leith-Inis (Lehinch, in the

parish of Kilcommon, in Mayo). A great number
of the chiefs of the province of Connaught went to

the governor, and joined him, on account of his

fame and great renown ; of those were O'Conor
Roe, namely, Hugh, the son of Torlogh Roe, and
Mac Dermott, i. e. Conor, and they confirmed their

friendship to him.

After O'Conor Sligo had returned from England
to Ireland, he set about subduing Connaught as

well as he could, on behalf of the English, and was
joined by the Mac Donoghs of Collooney, and
Ballymotewas also underhis controul ; theO'Harts

likewise joined him, for they were always obedient

supporters of the man who held his title, and re-

joiced at his coming to them ; they were filled

with vain glory and arrogance, and they began to

menace and threaten the people of Tirconnell.

When O'Donnell received notice of that circum-

stance, and that they had joined in alliance with

the English against him, he did not wait for col-
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lecting a full force, but proceeded with some com-

mon and paid soldiers across Sligo westward, and

plundered all those who were obedient to O'Conor,

wherever they were, in the recesses and retired fast-

nesses of the country, so that he did not leave them

the least head of cattle ; and he plundered them

alone, although he often before had spared them

on account of their defenceless condition, until

their insolent talk and arrogance excited him, so

that they could not evade O'Donnell's plundering

them on that occasion.

Conor, the son of Teige, son of Conor O'Brien

of Bel-Atha-an-Chomhraic (in Thomond), went

into insurrection, and began to plunder, for he and

a number of the Clan Sheehy had been expelled

from their patrimonies, as well as the Irish of the

North (of Connaught). They put on the resolu-

tion of returning to their country, and proceeded

to Clanrickard, to Slieve Echtge (Slieve Baughta

in Galway, on the borders of Clare), and to the

lower part of Clan Cuilein (in Clare); they were

pursued from one country to another, until Conor

was at length taken prisoner at Coill Mor (or the

great wood) ; he was brought before the president,

in the first montli of harvest precisely, and he was

put to death in Cork at the November term.

Teige, the son of Torlogh, son of Donogh, son

of Conor O'Brien, after having been for a long

A.D. 1596.

1. Battles fit Armagh.—The fullowina: engagements at Armagh
are described in Mae Geoghegan, O'Siillivan Beare, and Stuart's

Armach. In 1596 general sir John Norris, the commander-in-

chief in Ulster, stationed a strong liody of men at the church of

Killother, near Armagh, but they were attacked by the Irish un-

der Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone; and tlie English forces were de-

feated with great slaughter, and pursued to Armagh. Norris, as

he passed through the city, left a garrison there of 500 men, under

Francis Stafford, and proceeded himself to Dundalk. O'Neill be-

sieged Armagh, and reduced the garrison to great distress, on

which Norris forwarded a quantity of provisions for its relief from

Dundalk, under the escort of three companies of foot and a troop of

horse. O'Neill surprised, defeated, and captured this convoy by

night, and having stripped the English soldiers, he equipped in their

clothes an equal number of his own men, and posted part of them,

thus disguised, in the ruins of a monastery on the eastern side of

the city of Armagh, under the command of Con O'Neill, while,

with the remainder, O'iVeill appeared himself at dawn of day, in full

view of the garrison, and a sliam fight was commenced between

the troops who were in the British uniform, and another body of

O'Neill's forces. The men on each side rapidly fired their guns,

which w^ere only charged with powder, but several of the soldiers

fell to the ground, as if shot, to carry on the delusion. Stafford,

deceived by this 7'tise de guerre, sent forth the half of the garrison

to the aid of his supposed fellow-soldiers, but when these men ad-
vanced to the conflict, they were astonished to find themselves as-

sailed by the troops whom they had supposed to be their friends,

as well as by O'Neill's other forces, and Con O'Neill having rushed
out with his men from their ambuscade in the ruined church, they

time engaged in plundering, was taken prisoner in

the country of the Butlers, and was put to death

by advice of the earl of Ormond.
Anthony, the son of Roderick Oge, son of Ro-

derick Caoch, son of Conall O'Moore, was engaged

as a gentleman in the art of war at this time, and
Leix was completely spoiled by him, as to its

crops, corn and dweUings, so that there was no-

thing in the country, outside the lock of a gate or

bawn, but was under his controul. A gentleman

of the Saxons was killed by him, who lived at

Sraid-Baile-Laoighise (Stradbally of Leix, in the

Queen's county), who possessed a large tract of

the country, on the authority of the sovereign,

and whose name was Cosbi (Cosby), the son of

Master Fraus.

The sons of Edmond of the Caladh, son of

James, son of Pierce Roe, son of James, son of

Edmond, son of Richard Butler, also began to

plunder through malice against the earl ofOrmond,
and their father, Edmond of the Caladh, was ta-

ken prisoner for their crimes. Edmond, the son

of Richard, son of Pierce Roe, was also taken

prisoner.

Fiacha Mac Hugh (O'Byrne), the son of John
of Glenmalure (in Wicklow), continued to lay

waste Leinster and Meath at that time'.

attacked the English in the rear, and the entire detachment, thus

placed between two tires, was slaughtered. The city was then
surrendered to O'Neill, and Stafford was permitted to retire with
the remnant of his forces to Dundalk.

Battle of MnJUnjhbrack.—General sir John Norris, having
erected a fortress since called Mount Norris, in the Fews, between
Armagh and Newry, placed a garrison in it ; but Hugh O'Neill

took the place from the English. Norris advanced from Dundalk
with great forces against O'Neill, and both parties having encoun-
tered at Mullaghbruck, in the Fews, near Market-Hill in Armagh,
they fought a fierce battle, described by Mac Geoghegan, in which
the English forces were rallied three times by Norris, but finally

defeated with great slaughter, and Norris himself dangerously
wounded. Hugh Maguire, lord of Fermanagh, commanded
O'Neill's cavalry, and, by his determined valour, greatly contri-

buted to the victory. This was the last battle Norris fought in

Ulster, and he was soon afterwards sent to Alunster, where he
died, as mentioned in the Annals in the year 1597, it is said from
the effects of the wounds he had received in his campaigns against

O'Neill.

Succours from Spain and Outlawry of the Irish Chiefs.—
It is stated by Cox, in his Hibernia Anglicana, that, in May, 1596,
three pinnaces, with about 200 men, and some powder, consigned

to O'Donnell, arrived from Spain, and in the same year. Cox says,

that O'Neill and O'Donnell wrote letters to the king of Spain, of-

fering him tlie kingdom of Ireland if he would supply them with
three thousand men and some treasure. Cox says that O'Neill
" took upon him to make an O'Reilly." This was done in conse-

quence of Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, having at that time as-

sumed the authority of king of Ulster, as it had been possessed by
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A.D. 1597.

O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, the son of Hugh,

son of Manus, was encamped in Brefnej- of Con-

naught, on the western side of SUabh-da-En (on

the borders of Leitrim and Sligo), where he phm-
dered the adherents of O'Conor (of Sligo), as we

have before stated. He was waiting for his forces

and mustering to overtake him from all parts in

which they were quaitered, and after thcj' had all

collected to him, in the endof Januaiy, they march-

ed into Triochad Ced Ua-nOilella (barony of Tirer-

rill, in Sligo) ; from thence they proceeded to

Corran, through the plain of Connaught (in Ros-

common), and into Clan Conmaigh, in Crioch

Maine (the territory of Maine, that is Hy Maine,

or O'Kelly's Country, in Galway). When he ar-

rived in the very centre of Hy Maine, he sent forth

quick-moving predatoiy parties through the district

of Caladh, and the upper part of the countiy, and

they brought back numerous herds of cattle, and

immense preys, to O'Donnell, at the town of Ath-

enry ; and although the guards of the town endea-

voured to defend it, the effort was of no avail to

them, for O'Donnell's people appliedfire and flames

to the strong closed gates of the town, and having

brought very large ladders to it, they laid them

against the walls, by which they went on the battle-

ments of the wall, and they then leaped from the

battlements,and gained the streets of the town, and

opened the gates for those on the outside ; they

then set about to demolish the treasure-houses, and

the closed habitations, and took out of them all

the treasure and property they contained, and they

remained that night in the town. It was not easy

to recount or enumerate all the brass, iron, cloth,

and apparel they carried offfrom that town on the

following day ; it was from the same town he sent

forth preying parties to plunder Claurickard, on

each side ofthe river ; those scouring pai'ties preyed

and completely plundered from Leathraith (near

Athenry), to Magh-Sean-Comhladh (or the ancient

Plain of Comhladh, in the barony of Dunkelhn),

and the other portion of them burned and entirely

devastated from Baile-an-Riogh, and from Raith-

bis ancestors,'' and he consequently had power over the appoint-

ment of the princes and chiefs, and he appointed Philip O'Reilly as

prince of Brefney. At this time, according to Cox, O'Neill,

O'Donnell, O'Rourke, Mas;uire, Mac Mahon, and other chiefs,

were proclaimed traitors both in English and Irish, and the reward

Ghoirgin, westward to Rinn-Mil, to Meadhraighe

(both at the bay of Galway), and to the gates of

Galway ; they burned Teagh-Brighde, at the door

of Spairri, of Galway ; O'Donnell and his forces

halted and encamped that night between Uaran

Mor (Oranmore), and Galway, at Cloch-an-Lin-

sigh precisely. O'Donnell proceeded the next day

to Mainistir-an-Chnuic (or the Monastery of the

Hill), at the gates of Galway, and he opened an

intercourse with the people of the town, for the

purpose of trafficking and purchasing, in exchange

for his preys, their various goods and fine cloths
;

he afterwards resolved on returning back, and were

it not for the burden of the collected preys, the

greatness of the plunder, and the immensity of his

booty, it is probable he would not have stopped on

that expedition, until he had gone to Gort-Innsi-

Guaire (Gort, in Galway), in Kinel-Aodha of

Echtge. O'Donnell and his forces, with their

preys, proceeded on their return through the very

centre of the province of Connaught, by the same

way they had gone, and did not halt until they en-

camped in Calraidhe (parish of Calry), on the west

side of Shgo, and he sent his messengers and un-

armed attendants, with some of the prey, across

the Samaoir (the river Erne), northwards. As to

O'Conor Sligo, namely, Donogh, the son of Cathal

Oge, he collected a very great force of English and

Irish, shortly after the festival of St. Bridget, to

march to Sligo. O'Donnell remained in Calry,

as we have before stated, to watch them, and he

made an attack on O'Conor's forces before they

had come to Sligo ; they did not, however, wait

for him, except a small party of the rear of the

force, which he overtook at the strand of Eothuile,

who were slain and drowned ; the son of Mac
William, namely, Richard, the son of Oliver, son

of John, together with many others besides, who

are not recorded, were slain there. O'Conor re-

turned back, and he was not happy in mind for

having come on that expedition. O'Donnell then

retiu-ned to his home, and dismissed his forces,

to recruit themselves after their long campaign, he

having left his retained and paid soldiers in the

of one thousand pounds was at one time offered by the goveniraent

for the head of O'Neill; but Fynes Morrison says, " Howsoever,

the name of O'Neill was so reverenced in the North, that none

could be induced to betray him for the large reward set upon his

head."



614 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A.D. 1597.

province of Connaught, under the command of

Niall Garv, the son of Con, son of Calvach

O'Donnell, to carry on war against O'Conor, and

the English who were in alliance with him ; these

continued to plunder and spoil the districts of the

Irish, who rose in alliance with O'Conor and the

English, until a great number of them, along with

Mac Dermott, namely, Conor, the chief of Moy-

lurg, (barony of Boyle, in l\oscommon), returned

back and came on terms of friendship with him

the second time, and paid him his tribute ; the

chiefs of the districts north of the Curlew moun-

tains did the same, and gave their hostages and

sureties to O'Donnell.

Seven score and four (144) barrels of powder

came from the queen to Dublin, in the month of

March, for the use of her people ; after the powder

was landed, it was drawn to Wine-street (Wine-

tavern-street, near Christ Church), where it was

all placed together on each side of the street, and

a spark of fire got into the powder ; it was not

known on the face of the earth by what means

thatsparkcame ; but,however,thebarrels exploded

into one blazing conflagration, and a spreading fire,

on the 13th of March precisely, so that the stone

courts, and the wooden dwellings of the street,

were raised from their firm foundations and binding

posts, up into the air, where appeared the large

long beams, and the stones which had long lain

there, and the entire bodies of persons floating in

the air over the town, by the explosion of the

powerful powder, so that it is impossible to number,

calculate, or relate all the people of rank, and arti-

zans of all classes, with women, maidens, and sons

of gentlemen who came from all parts of Ireland

to receive their education in the city, who were

destroyed ; it was not to be regretted all the gold,

silver, and valuable property that were de-

stroyed, as compared with the number of people

who were killed and injured by that explosion
;

and it was not that street alone that was demolished

on that occasion, but the one-fourth of the adjoin-

ing part of the city.

O'Conor, i. e. Donogh, the son of Cathal Oge,

united in alliance and amity his relative by mar-

riage, namely, the son of Mac William Burke,

that is Tepoid-na-Long (Theobald of the ships),

the son of Richard of the Iron, son of David, son

of Edmond, and the governor of the province of

Connaught, namely, sir Conyers Clifford ; after

having established their alliance with each other,

^rheobald brought the governor, and the companies

of the province of Connaught into Tyravvley, and

Mac William's country, and they deposed and ex-

pelled Mac William, namely Theobald, the son of

Walter Ciotach, son of John, son of Oliver, from

his patrimony to O'Donnell ; they laid waste and

comjjletely plundered all those who remained in

the country after him, that were in alliance and

friendship with him, and Theobald of the Ships,

and the governor, took possession of the country

on that occasion, after which the governor returned

to the town of Athlone, and the companies retired

to their garrisons ; it was impossible to relate all

the prey and booty they carried away from Mac
William's country at that time. As toMac William,

after he had gone to O'Donnell, to complain of his

troubles to him, he remained with him till the

middle month of Summer, when O'Donnell march-

ed with a force into the province of Connaught

to aid Mac William, and crossed the Moy of Ty-

rawley (in Mayo), without any danger ; the country

not being able to oppose him, he took their hos-

tages and sureties, and he delivered these hostages

to Mac William, and he left the country in sub-

mission to him ; and he also left Roderick ( Rory)

O'Donnell his own brother, the tanist ofTirconnell,

with him to support him against his enemies, with

a sreat force of foot warriors, and of common sol-

diers, and O'Donnell returned back to his country.

O'Conor and Theobald of the Ships collected a

great force of English and Irish afterO'Donnell had

left the country,to avenge their enmity on MacWil-

liam, and they expelled Mac William, the second

time, and Rory from the country on that occasion,

for they had not an equal force with them. The re-

solution that Rory and MacWilliam came to was, to

send all the property and cattle of the country in

their neighbourhood, together with their families

and people, before them across the river Moy ofTy-

rawley, and through Tireragh of the Moy, to get un-

der the protection of O'Donnell, and having arrived

at Slieve Gamh (the Ox Mountain), before night,

they continued their progress across the mountain

during the night. As to the governor, when he

sent O'Conor and Theobald of the Ships, with

their forces, to expel Mac W'illiam from the

country, he mustered all his forces to meet Mac
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William and Rory, in a place which they could

neither avoid or shun. The nobles who accom-

panied the governor on that occasion were Ulick,

the son of Rickard Saxanach, son of Ulick of the

Heads, earl of Clanrickard, and his son Rickard,

baron of Dun-Coillin (barony of Dunkellin in Gal-

way) ; Donogh, the son of Conor, son of Donogh

O'Brien, earl of Thomond, and Murrogh, the son

of Murrogh, son of Dermod O'Brien, baron of

Innsi-Ui-Cuinn (barony of Inchiquin in Clare),

together with many other gentlemen besides.

Where the governor remained that night was in

the castle of Colloony, which is situated on the

great river to the east of the Ox Mountain, and to

the west of Slieve-da-En, with fifteen hundred

warriors of superior valour along with him there
;

the place where he remained was a general tho-

roughfare, which was not easily avoided. Rory

O'Donnell and Mac William were informed that

the governor was before them on the way which

they could not avoid, upon which they resolved,

when they had come within a short distance of the

castle, before morning, to send their cattle and

flocks, their attendants and unarmed people, by a

way which was more private than the way by

which they themselves intended to cross the river,

without being noticed in the neighbourhood of the

castle, as they had not equal forces with those of

their enemies ; they accordingly crossed the

river, un])erceived and unheard, until they arrived

on the other side, and they thought that they had

secured and protected their cattle, and attendants
;

but that, however, did not so happen, for the

bellowing of the cattle herds and animals, and the

shouts of their drivers, being heard in the early

morning, troops and companies of the governor's

cavalry went in the direction of the bellowing of

the cattle, in the hope of capturing them ; they

A. D. 1597.

1. Death of O'Byrne.—This Fiacha Mac Husli O'Byrne, called

by various writers Feagli Mac Hnuli, was head of tlie clan ot" tlie

O'Hyrnes of Wicklow, and lord of Ranela'Tli, and he had his cljief

fortress at Hallynacor, in the valley of Glennialure : he was a very

valiant leader, and, at tlic head of the O'Byrnes, O'Tooles, and
O'Caveiuiiihs, commanded in various parts of Leinster, in the war
ao:ainst Elizal)eth, for a period ofabout twenty years, durhig which
he had numeroas conflicts with the Enslish forces, and frequently

defeated thein, particularly at the battle of Glenmalure, where he

gained a f^reat victory over the lord deputy, Arthur Grey, in 1580,

of whicli an account has l>een iiiven at that year in these Annals.

Many of the exploits of this celebrated chieftain are mentioned by
Mac Geoj^heuan, Cox, Spenser, and others, and also recorded in

the course of these Annals. His valour was long remembered in

took a great number of the cattle, but the greater

portion fled from them ; a great number of the

attendants and drivers were slain, and it was on

that occasion was killed MaolmuiTy, the son of

Cu-ula Mac Ward, the most eminent poet of his

own tribe ; their own people could give them no

relief, on account of the numerous force opposed

to them ; it was a great grief to the governor that

they should have passed him without laying hold of

them. The Irish made their escape after that man-

ner, and arrived beyond the river Erne northwards

;

the governor returned back, and was not happy in

his mind on account of his enemies having

escaped from him, as they were so few in number.

Fiacha Mac Hugh (O'Byrne), the son of John

of Glenmalure, (in Wicklow), was slain in the first

month of the summer of this year, in a treacherous

attack made on him by his kinsman, at the request

of the lord justice of Ireland, sir William Russell.'

A new lord justice, namely, Thomas, lord

Burrough, came to Ireland in the beginning of the

month of June, with a great deal of arms and sol-

diers, and having received the sword from the lord

justice, who had been in the government for three

years till then, namely, sir William Russell, he de-

prived sir John Norris of the office which he held

from his sovereign, viz., the generalship of the war,

and he himself assumed that office ; he afterwards

issued a proclamation to the men of Leinster and

Meath, and to all those who were obedient to the

queen, from the Meeting of the three Waters (at

Waterford), to Dundalk, to meet him, with all

their forces, fully mustered, at Drogheda, on the

20th day of the month of July. These orders

were attended to by the earl of Kildare, and by the

English of Meath and Leinster ; the lord justice,

with all the forces he could muster, arrived at the

same place, and after the forces had met together

the traditions of the people, and recorded in one of their sayings to

the following effect

:

"O'Brainn, O'Tuathail is O'Caomhanach
Triur do rusgladh an Sasanach."

" O'Byrne, O'Toole, and O'Cavenaeh,

Were three who would thresh the Sasanagh."

Lord Arthur Grey, Fitzwilliam, and other deputies, made many
attempts, and laid several stratagems to seize G'Byrne, but tliis

formidable chief baffled all their ett'orts ; however, he was finally

slain, as above recorded, thr.iugh the treachery of some of liis own
people, influenced by the bribes of the lord deputy, sir William

Russell. Fiacha O'Byrne was succeeded by his sons Felim and

Redmond, w ho were also distinguished commanders in Leinster, in

the war against Elizabeth.
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they marched to Tyrone, and proceeded to Avon-

more (the river Blackwater), without opposition,

or halting ; and, what was unusual with O'Neill, an

advantage was obtained of his watching, until the

lord justice had crossed the river, without battle or

opposition, and had arrived on the other side of it.

The lord justice demolished and completely broke

up the guarding fort, which O'Neill had on the

banks of the river, and he raised a new fort for

himself on the opposite side of the same river (the

fort of Blackwater, at Blackwatertown, in Ar-

magh), and although that opportunity was gained

of O'Neill, through the information and instruction

of Torlogh, the son of Henry, son of Felim Roe

O'Neill, the lord justice, or any of his forces, did

not attempt to proceed the distance of one mile

beyond that into Tyrone ; and they were not

allowed rest or quiet, sleep or peace, from a con-

tinued skirmishing and firing carried on against

them by O'Neill's people, both by day and night

;

it was impossible to enumerate or relate the im-

mense numbers of the lord justice's people that

were slain and destroyed, and all the horses and

booty that were taken from them. On a cer-

tain day the lord justice went to a hill in the

neighbourhood of the camp, to reconnoitre and

2. Baffle of Druimflhich, S;c.—Tbe battle above mentionerl in

the Annals was fiiiiglir, in the latter end of July, 1597, at a place

called Drunifliucb, signifying the Moist Hill, situated near Bcn-
burh in Tyrone, and about two miles westward of Blackwatertown,
in Armagh, which was formerly called Portmore. This battle is

described by Mac Geoghegan and O'Sullivan Beare, and also in

Stuart*s Armagh. In 1597, Thomas Borrough, or Burgh, lord

Borrough,an English nobleman, who was a distinguished comman-
der, and had served in the Netherlands against the king of Spain,
arrived in Ireland as lord deputy, and proceeded to Ulster with
powerful forces against Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone. The lord

deputy, with the English forces, and those of the Pale, under the
command of Henry, earl of Kildare ; Barnwall, lord Trimlestown,
and other officers, marched to Drogheda, Newry, and Armagh,
took Portmore from O'Neill, and placed a garrison in the fort.

The English crossed the Blackwater, and O'Neill retired a short
distance, his object being to decoy the lord deputy to bis own side

of the river in Tyrone. The Irish were commanded by the earl

O'Neill himself, and his brothers, Cormac and Art O'Neill, aided
by Mac Mahon of Monaghan, and other Ulster chiefs; and some
forces, it is said, were sent by Red Hugh O'Donnell from Donegal,
but he could not come himself, being then engaged in preparing for

a defence against the powerful forces of sir Conyers Clifford from
Connauglit, who invaded Tirconnell, at that time, as hereafter
mentioned ; there came also to the aid of O'Neill a body of Scots
from Antrim, under James Mac Donnell, lord of the Glynns. The
English cavalry, under the lord deputy Borrough, the earl of Kil-
dare, and other commanders, advanced to attack the Irish, who
were strongly posted near the woods lietween Portmore and Ben-
burb. O'Neill's men, who were in twodivisions, immediately united,
and, led on by himself, his brothers, and other chiefs, rushed to the
encounter, and after a fierce conflict, which continued a considera-
ble time, the English forces were routed with immense slaughter,

view the surrounding country, and truly it were

better for him he had not gone, for a great

number of his officers were slain by O'Neill, and

his men ; amongst those were the brother of the

lord justice's wife, the chief officer of his forces,

together with a great number of captains and

gentlemen besides ; some of the earl of Kildare's

people were also slain there, and were it not that

the camp was so near to the lord justice, those who
escaped woidd not have survived that conffict. It

happened to the earl of Kildare, namely, Henry,

the son of Gerald, that, either by cause of some

wound or fever, he was obliged to set out for his

home, and having arrived at Drogheda, he died in

that town ; his body was conveyed to Kildare, and

was buried, with honour and solemnity, in the

tomb of his ancestors ; and his brother William

was appointed his successor. After the lord jus-

tice had completed that new fort on the banks of

the Blackwater, and having considered all he lost

of his men, and that he was not suffered to advance

into the country farther than that place, he put

provisions and guards into the fort, and he pre-

pared to return back himself; he first proceeded

to Newry, and from thence to Dublin, and his

forces returned to their homes.^

and great numbers of their troops were drowned in the Blackwater,

as they fled over the river, at the place now called Battleford

Bridge. In the above account in the .Annals, it is stated that im-

mense numbers of the English were slain, and that a vast number
of horses, together with great booty, were taken in the conflicts

before the battle; and that, in the engagement at the hill, many
commanders, and an immense number of the English soldiers, v\'ere

slain ; therefore it is considered that at least 800 of the English

forces fell in these conflicts. In tins battle were slain sir Francis

Vaugban, brother-in-law of the lord deputy, with sir Robert Tur-
ner, and sir Thomas Waller, all commanders of note, and many
other officers. The earl of Kildare was struck twice ofFliis horse,

and his two foster brothers were killed in rescuing him, and assist-

ing hira to remount; he died shortly after, as stated in the An-
nals, and also in Lodge's Peerage, from the severity of liis wounds,
his death being hastened by grief for the fate of his foster brothers

;

the earl died at Drogheda on the 31st of July, in the 3:ird year of

his age. The remnant of the English forces retreated to Newry,
and it has been stated by several writers that the lord deputy

Borrough was mortally wounded iu this battle, and died soon after

at Newry ; but Camden, Co.v, and others, say he returned to Dub-
lin, and soon after came again with fresh forces to Ulster, and
having passed through Armagh, attacked O'Neill, who was be-

sieging Portmore, but soon after fell sick, and, on his return

towards Dublin, died on the way. This account agrees with

the Four Masters, as mentioned in these Annals, that, in the

course of the same year, namely, 1597, Lord Borrough march-
ed to Armagh, with his forces, to relieve with provisions the

garrison of Portmore, on the Blackwater, and had some fierce con-

flicts with O'Neill's forces, who defeated and slew great numbers
of the English, and the lord deputy Borrough, being severely wound-
ed in one of these engagements, died soon after at Newry.
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When the lord justice prepared to march with

that army into Tyrone, he sent a written despatch to

the governor of the province of Connaught, com-

manding him to march with all the forces he could

muster to the western side of the province of Ul-

ster against O'Donnell, while he should be in Tj--

rone ; that command was not slowly attended to

by the governor, for he sentforthe earl ofThomond,
namely Donogh, the son of Conor, and for the baron

of Inchiquin, i. e. Mun-ogh, the son of Murrogh
;

for the earl of Clanrickard, namely, Ulick, the son

of Rickard Saxanach, and his son Riekard, the son

of Ulick, baron of DunkeUin, ; he also requested

the gentlemen of the counties of MajJ^o and Ros-

common to come with their forces ; he commanded
all the officers to meet him at the monastery of

Boyle, on the 24th day of the month of July pi'e-

cisely, and that he himself, with his companies,

would be at that place before them ; all those

came to the forementioned place, on the same day,

and the number of their forces, when they had met

together, were twenty-two colours of foot, and ten

standards of cavalry ; from thence they marched

to Sligo, and afterwards to the river Erne, and they

formed a numerous warlike camp on the banks of

Samaoir of blue streams (the ancient name of the

river Erne) ; these forces were so elated that they

imagined they could not be contended with or

opposed in the entire province of Ulster. The
forces of the governor rose very eai'ly on the fol-

lowing day to cross the river ; O'Donnell had

guards at everv" ford on the Erne, but, however,

they got an opportunity at an intricate ford, which

was on it, viz., Ath-Cuil-Uain (near Ballyshannon),

and they rushed with energy and might to that

ford ; the guards began to shoot at them inces-

santly, and to defend the ford as well as they could

against them ; but, however, they could not defend

it long against the great and numerous forces op-

posed to them, so that the governor and his army

crossed it, and arrived on the opposite side ; how-

ever, a very lamentable death took place on that

day, namely, Murrogh, the son of Murrogh, son

of Dermod, son of Murrogh O'Brien, baron of

Inchiquin ; he was on his horse outside of the sol-

diers, in the centre, and in the depth of the river

protecting them from being drowned, and encou-

raging them past him ; but fate ordained it that

he was directly aimed at by one of O'Donnell's

people, by the shot of a ball, at the separation of

his mail armour in the arm-pit, and it passed

through at the other arm-pit ; he could not be

helped until he fell from his horse into the depth

ofthe stream, and was immediately drowned. The
person who was slain there was greatly lamented

among the English and Irish, on account of the

highness of his rank, and the nobiUty of his blood,

although he was young in age ; and although, by

right, his body should have been raised and buried

with honours, the forces did not wait for that pur-

pose, but proceeded without halting to the monas-

tery of Easroe (at Ballyshannon) ; it was on the

3 1 st of the month of July they arrived at that

place, and on a Saturday ; they encamped about

the monastery, inside and outside, and thej' re-

mained there, since they had crossed the Erne

before mid-day on Saturday, till Monday morning.

It was on Sunday, while they were in the monas-

tery, that the ships which were promised to follow

them from Galway with ordnance, large guns, and

stores in general, for the purpose of supporting

them while they should be in that strange country,

arrived, and those ships took port at Inis-Saimh-

er, before Easroe (the Island of Samer, below the

Cataract of Ballyshannon), and they landed the

stores on the island, with sufficient guards to pro-

tect it ; the ordnance was landed on Monday, and

was placed before the castle of Ballyshannon ; they

brought their forces from the monaster}' to the top

of Sith-Aodha (the Hill of Hugh), opposite the

fortress, and about the ordnance; they continued

firing at the castle during Monday, Tuesday, and

Wednesday, with thick flashes of fire, and red

shot from loud-roaring guns, and immensely large

and hea^y ordnance which they planted before the

fortress, so that their resounding and echoing re-

ports were heard in the vaults of the air, far and

distant from them ; large bands of their select

warriors proceeded to the base of the castle, with

engines for demolishing walls, having their bodies

clad with thick strong iron armour, fine polished

helmets on their heads, and completely guarded

with bright, round, broad bucklers, and shields of

hard iron, to protect them against the shot of their

enemies. It did not avail them the attack they

made on the fortress, and it were better for them

they had not come on the journey which they

made there, for they were assailed from the castle

4 K
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with thick showers of fiery shot from the planted

and well directed guns, and their very costly

muskets, while others hurled down rough-sided

rocks, immense heavy stones, beams, and rafters,

which were placed on the battlements of the castle

directly opposite the firing, so that the coverings

which were on the demolishing party were no pro-

tection or defence to them; great numbers of

them were slain, while others were disabled by

being deeply wounded, so that they did not wait

to be shot at any longer, and having turned their

backs to their opponents, they were driven back to

the camp, and the guards of the castle continued

firing after them, so that many ofthem were slain.

A party of O'Donnell's cavalry defeated the Eng-

lish cavalry, and it is not ascertained or recorded

all those that were slain or wounded between them,

except O'Conor SHgo, namely Donogh, the son of

Cathal Oge, who was wounded on that occasion

;

for he and O'Conor Roe, namely Hugh, the son

ofTorlogh Roe, and Theobald ofthe Ships (Burke),

were with the entire of their forces along with

the governor at that time. O'Donnell, however,

was deficient of forces, and had only a few on the

Saturday the governor came to the countiy with

that great army ; his people and forces were mus-

tering and collecting from all quarters to him, so

that the greater portion of them arrived before the

noon of day on Monday. Maguire, i. e. Hugh,

the son of Cuchonacht, son of Cuchonacht, and

O'Rourke, namely Bryan Oge, the son of Bryan,

son of Bryan Ballach, came with their forces to
j

him, and when those chiefs came together, they

did not allow the governor or his forces much rest

or quietness, for they cai'ried on skirmishing, firing,

conflicts, fighting, and defeating attacks against

the camp, every day during the three days they

had been engaged in their assaults on the castle

;

O'Donnell's forces often drove the wings of the

Conacian camp into its very centre, and its centre

into its wings, and they did not permit their horses

or cattle to feed beyond the limits of the camp,

neither did they let any hay or corn come to them,

on account of which the governor and his forces

were in great extremities and distress, for although

they wished to return, they were not able to face

any common ford ontheEi-ne, from Caol-Uisge (the

Narrow Water, near Lough Erne), to Ath-Sean-

aigh (at Ballyshannon). The commanders were

not happy in their minds, though their forces were

numerous, for having been placed in such danger

by their enemies. When the governor, the earls,

and the officers in general, perceived the great

danger in which they were, they held a council

from the beginning of the night of Wednesday to

the break of day on the morning of Thursday,

being the 15th of August, so that the resolution

they at length came to in the early dawn was, to

proceed directly onward from that place in which

they were, at Sith-Aodha, to the turbulent, rough,

deep cold stream of Leic above Easroe, which is

called Cassan-na-gCuraidh (the Rout ofthe Cham-
pions) ; and they advanced in companies and

parties, to that unknown and unfrequented place,

unnoticed and unheard by O'Donnell's forces ; the

stream was so strong, and some of their forces so

helpless, and their horses were so laden with their

provisions, that an immense number of their men
and women, of their weak and feeble people, of

their steeds and horses, and of every thing in ge-

neral which thej' had A\ith them, were carried down
by the cataract of Easroe westward to the sea

;

they left their ordnance and their stores of food

and drink in the power of the Tirconnallians on

that occasion ; but, however, the commanders and

officers of the force, and all of them who were

efficient, crossed the Erne, after great hardship

and danger. The guards of the castle continued

firing on them as fast as they could, and pursued

them to the banks of the river, in the hope of

killing their enemies, and sent word to O'Donnell

and his forces ; when O'Donnell heard the report

of the firing, he and his forces immediately got

ready, quickly put themselves in fighting order,

and proceeded to the river as expeditiously as they

could. When the governor's forces cleared the

river, they went into rank and order ; they sent

their women, their attendants, their unarmed

people, their wounded, and all the beasts of bur-

den they had with them, between them and the

sea, and they placed their warriors and musket-

eers, in their rear, and on the other side by land,

for they were sure they would be attacked by the

forces who were in pursuit of them. O'Donnell's

people promptly proceeded in pursuit of them a-

cross the river, and the most of them did not wait

to put on their armour, or outside coats, they were

so anxious to be avenged of the forces that fled
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from them ; they began to circumvent and harass

them in fighting, and they continued shooting and

cutting each other, from the Erne to Moy Cedne,

in Hy Cairpre of Drumchtf (Moy Cedne, in the

barony of Carbury, in Sligo). A shower of rain

fell at that time, which was exceedingly heavy, so

that the forces on either side could not use or fire

their arms, their powder-jjouches and gun locks

having been wetted, but those showers of rain had

a greater effect on O'Donnell's people than on the

governor's forces, for they had left behind them

their outside coats, as we have before stated, which

was not the case with the other party, who were

clad in armour, besides their outer coverings.

The governor and his forces went to Sligo that

night, on the following day to the monastery of

Boyle, and on the third day to the district of Ath-

league ; the chiefs of Connaught returned to their

countries and homes, and the governor to the town

of Athlone. The Irish of the province of Ulster

were cheerful and merry, for the lord justice having

departed from Tyrone without receiving obedience

or submission, and the governor from Tirconnell,

in one month, as we have written.'

On the lord justice leaving Tyrone, as we have

before stated, and having left provisions and guards

in that new fort (Portmore, or Blackwatertown,

in Armagh), which he himself raised on the banks

of Avonmore, he proceeded to Dublin. As to

O'Neill, he and his people did not cease, after

that, either by day or by night, endeavouring to

take by stratagem or assaultthatfort,and be avenged

on the guards who were in it; one day that they

attacked that place, thirty of their people were

slain, and they effected nothing against the fortress.

When the lord justice learned that his guards

Avere harassed in that manner, and that they were

3. Battle of Ballyshannon &c.—In the month ofJuly, 1 597, the
governor of Connaught, Sir Conjers Clifford, joined by O'Brien,
earl of Tlionioiid ; Burke, earl of Clanrickard ; O'Brien baron of

Inchiquin ; Burke baron of Dunkellin; Theobald Mac William
Burke, O'Conor Slii^o, and other commanders, marched \vithaf(jrce,

amounting' tn four thousand men, together with his Irish auxili-

aries, according to Mac Geogliegan. These combined forces pro-
ceeded to Ballysliannon, to act against Red Hugh 0'Donnell,and
thus co-operate with the army which had marched into Tyrone at

the same time, under the lord deputy Borrough, against Hugh
O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, as before stated. Tlie various conflicts of

Sir Conyers Clifford's forces with those of O'Donnell, are above
related in the Annals. Clifford laid siege to the castle of Bally-
shannon, and, according to ftlac Geoghegan, he had four pieces of

cannon, and the castle was defended by a Scottish captain named

in want of stores, he collected a very great force,

for the purpose of proceeding to put provisions,

and all other sorts of stores, into the fort ; the

lord justice, having an ived at Armagh with his

forces, he proceeded with all the cavalry of the

army about him, some distance deforc his soldiers

and companies, in the hope of taking by surprise

some of O'Neill's people ; when he came near the

Blackwater, he fell in with a troop of cavalry and
a company of soldiers of O'Neill's people ; a fierce

conflict and violent engagement ensued between

them, and many men were slain, and horses lost,

on the side of the lord justice in that battle ; when
his soldiers came up to the lord justice, he pro-

ceeded to the fort, and some have stated that he

was not well from that day forth. Having left

provisions and guards in the fort, on the following

day, they prepared to return back, and they did

not go beyond Armagh that night ; it was in a

carriage the lord justice was conveyed, or he was

carried in a litter by his people, that is, either by
his relatives or friends, without the knowledge ofthe

greater portion of the forces on that day. O'Neill

carried on firing and skirmishing on the lord jus-

tice's camp that night, by which the chiefcom-

mander of the forces, and many others besides,

were slain. They marched from thence to Newry,

and the lord justice died in that town, from the

effects of the wounds which were inflicted on him

while coming from Armagh to the new fort. The
keeping of the sword of state was entrusted to the

chancellor (Adam Loftus, lord chancellor of Ire-

land, and archbishop of Dublin), and to the lord

chief justice of the King's Bench, namely, sir

Robert Gardiner, until a new lord justice should

come from England.

O'Donnell was grieved that the governor and

Owen Crawford, who had under him 80 men, six of whom were
Spaniards, and the rest Irish. The attack was very powerful, but

the castle was defended with great bravery, and in the course of

the siege, Clifford being informed that O'Rourke was advancing

on one side, and O'Neill on the other, to relieve the castle, he de-

camped precipitately, and left behind him three pieces of cannon.

It appears that O'Donnell had but few forces prepare<l to cope

with the formidable army under Clifford, but, however, they slew

great numbers of them in the various conflicts, and also in the pur-

suit, and many were drowned in recrossing the river Erne, and

Mac Geoghegan states that they lost in one day 300 men, in

killed and drowned ; therefore it is considered that altogether

tiiere were at least 600 of the English forces slain. At p. 62*2 a

curious account is given of the finding of the body, and tiurial of

the baron of Inchiquin, who was slain in crossing the river Erne.

4 K 2
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the earls (sir Conyers Clifford and the earls of Tho-

mond and Clanrickard), should have escaped from

him in the manner they had fled ; but, however,

neither of them attacked the other to the end of

harvest. O'Donnell thought it too long not to

make an attack on the English of Connaught, and

on those who had risen in alliance with them, and

who had formerly made friendship with him ; of

those was O'Conor Roe, namely, Hugh, the son of

Torlogh Roe, and he (O'Donnell), was meditating

how he might prey his territory ; that, however,

was a difficult undertaking for him, unless he came

on him unawares, for where he lived was an intri-

cate country, and the place to which he could send

his cattle and property in general, to secure them

from his enemies, was near him. O'Rourke pro-

mised him (O'Conor), that he would not allow

O'Donnell to advance on him, without sending

him notice. O'Donnell, having collected his forces,

marched into Connaught, and halted on the south-

east side of Gleann Dallain (Glencar and Glenade,

on the borders of Leitrim and Sligo), where he

encamped. When he learned that friendship ex-

isted between O'Rourke and O'Conor, the decep-

tion he devised against O'Rourke was to send him
his messenger, requesting him to come to the camp
where he was ; O'Rourke promised to go to him on

the following day, and he did not think that

O'Donnell should leave the camp until he came to

him ; that was not what O'Donnell did, but, after

having sent his messenger to O'Rourke, he depar-

ted from his camp, after mid-day, and proceeded

beyond Sligo southward, and did not halt until he

arrived at the Curlew mountains, where he made a

short stay until his men took some of their provi-

sions and rested themselves ; and moreover, he did

not wish to cross the mountain southwards by the

light of day. When the beginning of the night

came on them, they proceeded southward over the

mountain, and across the river Boyle, through

Moylurg of the Daghda, and through the borders

of the Plain of Connaught before morning ; they

sent forth their scouring parties, in the beginning

of the day, into the wilds and sequestered places of

the country, in every direction, so that they did

not leave the least head of cattle, from Ath-Slisean

to Badhgna(Slievebane mountain, in Roscommon),
and they preyed and burned all that lay between
those places, and they then returned back with

their herds of cattle and much booty. O'Rourke

was ashamed for the country being preyed without

his having given notice of it, and the govei-nor, sir

Conyers Clifford, was not less grieved that the

country which was under his controul and power
should have been spoiled and burned.

Maguire, i. e. Hugh, the son of Cuchonacht, son

ofCuchonacht, and Cormac, the son of Feardorcha,

son of Con Bacach O'Neill, marched with a force,

at the instigation of the O'Ferralls (of Longford),

to Mullingar, in Meath ; they preyed the country

about them, and they completely plundered Mul-

lingar itself; and they left no property in the town,

of gold, silver, brass, iron, cloth, or foreign goods,

belonging to the people, that could be can-ied or

conveyed, that they did not take with them ; and

on their return back they set the town into a dark

red blaze of conflagration, and they afterwards

returned safe to their homes. (Mullingar was then

in possession of the English of the Pale).

Oilen (Ellen), Butler, daughter of the earl of

Ormond, i. e. of Pierce Roe, the son of James, son

of Edmond, son of Richard, who was the wife of

the second earl, who was appointed over Thomond,
namely, Donogh the son of Conor, son of Torlogh

O'Brien, died.

Murtogh Ultach (O'Dunlevey of Donegal), the

son of John, died at Druim-na-Loiste, on the 10th

of February, after the 89th year of his age.

Sir John Norris, who was the queen's war-gene-

ral in France and in Ireland, went to Munster,

after he had been deprived of his office by the late

lord justice (Lord Borough), who had come to Ire-

land ; he remained with his brother, sir Thomas
Norris, who was president under him in Munster

for twelve years previous to that time ; sir John

was seized with a disease ofwhich he suddenly died,

in the harvest of this year, and sir Thomas was

the heir to all his property ; sir Thomas obtained

the same office which he himself previously held,

that is to saj', he became president after the death

of his brother.

Edmond (Burke), the son of Uhck of the Heads,

son of Rickard, son of Ulick of Knock Tuagh, of

Ballyhilighi, died in the summer of this year.

Dudley, the son of Tuathal O'Conor, died at

Breac-Chluin (in Roscommon).

Con and Dermod, the sons of that Dudley

(O'Conor), and the son of Mac Dermott of Moy-
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lurg, namely, Maolroona, the son of Bryan, son of

Roderick, son of Teige, made an attack on the town

of Mac David, i. e. Glinsk (in Galway), and seized

some booty ; on their return from the town with

their prey, Mac David overtook them, on the bor-

ders of the river Suck, and defeated them ; he slew

Con O'Conor, one of the most worthy cavalry sol-

diers in Connaught, and also Maolroona, the son

of Mac Dermott, and a great number of other

gentlemen besides ; and the son of Mac David re-

turned to his home, after having gained the victory.

Mac William, namely, Theobald, the son of

Walter Ciotach, returned to his country (in Mayo),

about November of this year, and he remained for

some time in the fastnesses of his estate, despite of

his enemies ; he plundered the Umhalls (the baro-

nies of Murrisk and Burrishoole, in Mayo), at that

time, and his brother Thomas was slain in Clan-

morris-na-mBrigh (the barony of Clanmorris in

Mayo), on that occasion.

John Oge, the son of Rickard, son of John

(Burke), of the Termon, was slain in a nocturnal

attack by some of the ClanDonnells, on Oilen-na-

Nenuigeadh, on Fionn Loch Carra (in Mayo).

It happened that the baron of Inchiquin, who
was slain in Tirconnell, as we have stated, had some

lands in his possession, which were also possessed

by his ancestors before him, on the other (southern),

side of the Shannon, called Port-Croise ; when the

Burkes, along the Shannon, and Clan William of

Aes-Tri-Maighi (the barony of Clanwilliam in the

county of Limerick), heard of the death of the

baron, the resolution they came to was, to oppose

the claims of the baron's family, and of his mother

Margaret, the daughter ofThomas Cnsack, to those

4. Battle of Tyrrell's Pass.—Tlie captain Tyrrell above mention-
ed in the Annals was Richard Tyrrell, a gentleman of the Anglo-
Norman family of the Tyrrells, lords of Fartullagh in Westmeath

;

he was one of the most valiant and celebrated commanders of the

Irish in the war against Elizabeth, and, during a period of 10 or

12 years, had many conflicts with the English forces in various

parts of Ireland ; he was particularly famous for bold and ha-
zardous exploits, and rapid expeditions, and copious accounts of

him are given by Fynes Morrison, Mac Geoghegan, and others
;

after the reduction of Ireland he retired to Spain. The battle of

Tyrrell's Pass is described by Mac Geoghegan, and mentioned by
Leland and other historians ; it was fought in the summer of 1097,
at a place afterwards called Tyrrell's Pass, now the name of a
town in the barony of Fartullagh, in Westmeath. When Hugh
O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, heard that the English forces were pre-

paring to advance into Ulster, under the lord deputy Borrough,as
before mentioned, he detached captain Tyrrell, at the head of400
chosen men, to act in Meath and Leinster, and by thus engaging
some of the Engligh forces of the Pale, to cause a diversion, and

lands, on the authority of an old chart of their an-

cestors. Some of the inhabitants of Kinel Fear-

maic, viz., the baron's estate (the barony of Inchi-

quin in Clare), joined Magaret,to aid andassist her

;

Margaret and this party went with their force and

people to Port-Cross ; when intelligenceof that was

received by the forementioned Burkes, namely,Tho-

mas, the son of Theobald, son of William, son of

William, sonofEdmond, and Ulick, son of William,

son of Edmond, collected all the forces they could

and the}' attacked Margaret and the baron'speople;

a fierce conflict ensued between them, and though

the baron's people were fewer in number, they

bravely defended themselves ; some chiefs were

slain between them on both sides, and on the side

ofthe Burkes fell Ulick Mac William Burke, the son

of Edmond, and three or four other chiefs ; there

also fell, on the other side, Hugh O'Hogan, one of

the most worthy chiefs' sons of the county of Clare,

in goodness and pre-eminence ; also another wor-

thy chief, nainely, Murrogh, the son of Donogh,

son of Murrogh Roe Mac Brien, together with the

son of Cruise, i. e. Thomas, the son of Christopher.

Captain Tyrrell, captain Nugent, the O'Cave-

naghs, O'Conors Faily, the O'Moores, and the

tribe of Rannall (O'Byrnes of Ranelagh, in Wick-

low), carried on great war, plundering, and

insurrection, in Leinster, and in the country ofthe

Butlers, from Lady-day to Christmas of this year

;

and it would be tedious to write of all they slew

and spoiled in those countries during that period
;

they moreover slew two bodies of soldiers at Port-

Leix (Maryborough, in Queen's county).''

The governor of CaiTickfergus, together with

three companies of soldiers, were slain by James,

prevent their joining the lord deputy Borrough, or co-operate with

Sir Conyers Clifford. The Anglo-Irish of Meath assembled at

MulUngar, to the number of 1000 men, under the command of

Barnwall, baron of Trimlestown, intending to proceed and join the

lord deputy. Tyrrell was encamped, with his small force, in

Fartullagh, and was joined in command by young O'Conor Faily

of the King's county. The baron of Trimlestown, having learned

where Tyrrell was posted, formed the project of taking him by
surprise, and for that purpose dispatched his son, at the head of

the assembled troops. "TyrreU having received information of

their advance against him, immediately put himself in a posture of

defence, and making a feint of flying before them as they ad-

vanced, drew them into a defile covered with trees, which place

has since been called Tyrrell's Pass, and having detached half of

liis men, under the command of O'Conor, they were posted in

ambush in a hollow adjoining the road. When the English were
passing, O'Conor and his men sallied out from their ambuscade,
and with their drums and fifes, played Tyrrell's March, which was
the signal agreed upon for the attack. Tyrrell then rushed on
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the son of SoiieyBuighe MacUonnell, in Clauaboy,

about November of this year.^

The Clan Sheehy, namely, Murrogh Baclamh-

ach, the son of Murrogh Balv, son of Manus
Mac Sheehy, together with his brother Roderick,

and Eldmond, the son of Murrogh Bacach, son of

Edmond, son of Manus Mac Sheehy, were put to

death by the English, on account of their warring

and insurrection.

After the death of the lord justice, namely,

Thomas, lord Borrough, at Newry, from the effects

of his wounds, and after the keeping of the sword

of state had been given to the chancellor, and to

sir Robert Gardiner, the chiefjustice of the King's

Bench, as we have stated, the person who was ap-

pointed as commander-in-chief for war and peace,

in Ireland, was the earl of Ormond, namely, Tho-

mas, the son of James, son of Peirce Roe, so that

it was on that account a truce took place between

the earl and the chiefs of the province of Ulster,
j

It was not long after, until the general, namely,

the earl of Ormond, and the earl of Thomond, i. e.

Donogh, the son of Conor (O'Brien), proceeded

into the province of Ulster, in the month of De-
cember, shortly before Christmas, and they them-
selves, with O'Neill and O'Donnell, remained
together at one place for the space of three nights

;

and a conference for peace was carried on between
those earls on behalf of the queen with the Irish of

Leath Cuinn, and the result of the conference was,

that peace was made between the English and
Irish, on the pledge of those earls, till the following

May. The proposals and writings of the foremen-

tioned Irish, being the subject of the articles and
terms on which they would receive peace for them-
selves and for their allies, in the war, in every place

they were located, were sent to the queen, in

them in front, and the English, heing thus hemmed in on both
sides, were cut to pieces, the carnage being so great, that out of
their entire force only one soldier escaped the slaughter, and having
fled through a marsh, carried the news to Mullingar. O'Conor
displayed amazintrvalour, and being a warrior ofgreat strength and
activity, he hewed down many of their men with his own hand,
while the heroic Tyrrell, at the head of his men, repeatedly rushed
into the thick of battle. Young Barnwall, being taken prisoner,
his life was spared, but he was delivered to O'Neill. A curious
circumstance is mentioned by Mac Geoghegan, that, from the heat
and excessive action of his sword-arm, the hand of O'Conor be-
came so swelled that it could not be extricated from the guard of
his_ sabre until the handle was cut through with a file.

5. The Governor of Carricifcrgits.— In Lodge's Peerage, on
the Chichesters, earls of Donegal, "it is stated that sir James Mac
Donnell had a party of Highland Scots concealed in a cave, about

England, by the earl of Thomond, and whatever

answer should return in May they were to act upon
it accordingly. (This conference was held at Dun-
dalk on the 22nd of December, according to Cox).

O'Conor Sligo, namely, Donogh, the son of

Cathal Oge, went to England a short time before

the Christmas of this year.

The body of the baron of Inchiquin, of whom
we have treated (see p. 61 7), who had been wounded
and drowned on the crossing of the river Erne by
the governor and the forementioned earls, with

their forces, was taken up by Cormac O'Clery, one

of the monks ofthe monastery of Easroe (at Bally-

shannon), and the body was buried by him in the

monastery with due solemnity, on account of

which a dispute and controversy arose between the

friars of Donegal and the monks ; the friars con-

tended that by right the body should be buried in

their own monastery, because it was in the monas-

tery of St. Francis in his own country, the ances-

tors of the baron were interred, for a long period

before that time ; the monks were claiming him for

themselves, so that the friars and monks went be-

fore O'Donnell, and the two bishops who were in

thecountry, namely, Redmond O'Gallagher, bishop

of Derry, andNiall O'Boyle, bishop ofRaphoe (nei-

therof them ismentionedin Ware), andthose nobles

decided that the baron, Murrogh, the son of Mur-
rogh O'Brien, shotdd be buried in a Franciscan mon-
astery ; this was accordingly done at Donegal, for the

body was exhumed in a quarter of a year after its

interment in the monastery of Easroe, and the

friars buried it with themselves with due honours

and solemnity. (This curious controversy was
carried on between the Cistercians of the abbey of

Easroe at Ballyshannon and the Franciscans of the

monastery of Donegal).

four miles from Carriekfergus, while he marched nith another
body of them towards that town, and leaving the garrison, the

governor, sir John C'liichester, made a sallv, when Mac Donnell,

seeming to fly until he had brought sir John to the place where he
had laid his ambuscade, turned on him suddenly, and his party

being instantly surrounded by the Scots, joined by those in am-
bush, they defeated Chichester's forces, and slew great numbers
of tliem. Sir John was taken ])risoner, and beheaded on a stone

at the head of the Glynn. Mac Donnell many \ears after, on
going one day to view the monument of the Cliichesters, in the_

church of St Nicholas, at Carriekfergus, and seeing sir John's

statue, asked " How the de'il he came to get his head again, for

he was sure he had once cut it otf him?" It may be here ob-

served that the Irish kerns and galloglasses generally decapitated

the chiefs they had slain in battle, as they considered no man ac-

tually dead until his head was cut oif.
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O'Conor Don, namely, Hugh, the son ofDermod,
son of Carbry, whom O'Donnell had in impri-

sonment for a long time, was set at liberty from

his incarceration by O'Donnell on the 4th of De-

cember, after he had paid him his ransom, and he

bound himself and others to give sureties to be

alwaj's submissive to O'Donnell, under guarantees

and oaths to God and the clergy, and on these

terms he (O'Conor), gave him the following hos-

tages as securities for the fultihnent thereof, namely,

his own two sons, the son and heir of O'Beirne,

the eldest son of O'Hanley, and the heir of

O'Flynn, &c.

A. D. 1598.

The blind abbot, namely, AVilliam, the son of

David, son of Edmond, son of Uhck Burke, who
called himself the Mac William after the death of

JNIac William who preceded him, as lord, i. e.

Richard, the son of Oliver, son of John, did not

enjoy that title of lord happily, for he was expelled

from his patrimony by sir Richard Bingham, so

that he was a fugitive from one countiy to another

until he died in Clan Cuilein (in Clare), in the

month of September, and was interred at Quinn,

in the burial place of Siol-Aodha (Quinn abbey, in

the barony of Bunratty, county of Clare, the burial

l)lace of the Siol Aodha, or Mac Namaras of Clare).

The Mac William who then governed was Theobald,

the sou of Walter Ciotach, son of John, son of

Oliver, whom O'Donnell nominated Mac William,

as we have before written.

O'Kane (of Derry), namely, Roderick, the son of

Manus, son of Donogh, son of John, son of Aivne,

died on the 14th day of the month of April, and his

son, Donal Ballach, was appointed his successor.

Rickard, the son of John, son of Thomas, son of

Rickard Oge Burke of Doire-Mic-Lachtna (in the

barony of Clare, county of Galvvay), died in the

month of August.

Judith Cam, the daughter of the earl of Des-

mond, i. e. of James, son of John, son of Thomas
of Drogheda, died, in the winter of this year, having

spent many years in widowhood, ailer the extinction

of her own relatives, and of the good and worthy

men to whom she had been married in succession.

Mac Donogh of Tirerrill (in Sligo), namely,

Maurice Caoch, the son of Teige ofTriubhas, was

I

~

slain in Brefney O'Rourke (Leitrim), while carry-

ing off some prey, and Conor Oge, the son of Ma-
lachy of Baile-an-Duin (Ballindoon near Ballinafad,

in the barony of Tirerrill), was appointed the Mac
Donogh.

Ogan, the son ofJohn 'Mac Ogan ofArd Croine,

died in the spring of this j-ear.

Murtogh Cam, the son of Conor, son of Mahon,
son of Thomas (Mac Mahon), of Knock-an-Lacha,
in the eastern Triocha-Ced of Corco-Baiscind (ba-

rony of Clonderlaw, the western Triocha-Ced

being the barony of Moyarta county of Clare),

died in the month of March.

Boetius, the son of Hugh, son of Boetius, son of

Murtogh Mac Clancy of Knock-Fionn, in the

county of Clare, died, in the month of April; he

was a man of oratorical fluency in Latin, Irish and
English.

Dermod, the son of Edmond, son of Roderick

O'Dea of Tully O'Dea (in Clare), was slain by the

insurgents of the county of Clare, in the month of

July.

The earl of Thomond went to England in the

beginning of the month of January, with the terms

and writings of the Irish in general ; and Rickard,

the son of Uhck, son of Rickard Saxanach, son of

Ulick of the Heads, baron of Dunkellin, also went
to England, precisely in spring.

After the peace we have before mentioned was
made, from Christmas to May, between the Irish of

Leath Cuinn and the general, the earl of Ormond,
the Irish of the North requested all those who were

in insurrection in Leinster, and Meath, namely, the

O'Cavenaghs, O'Conors, O'Moores, the tribe of

Rannall (O'Byrnes of Wicklow), the O'Tooles,

TyiTells, and Nugents, to desist henceforth from
their plundering and insurrection, and they accor-

dingly obeyed the instructions of their chieftains.

General, the earl of Ormond, permitted them to

frequent Leinster, Meath, and Ormond, and to

take their meat and drink until they received

instructions from England at May, tor either peace

or war. They were, accordingly, through that

cessation, frequentingand inhabiting every country

about them, from Kill-Mantain (Wicklow), in the

lower part of Leinster, to the river Suir, and from

Loch-Garman (Wexford), to the Shannon ; it was
not easy for those countries to bear the oppression

thev suffered for that time.
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James, i. e. the brother of the earl ofOrmond, the

son of Edward, son of James, son of Pierce Roe

Butler, and the son of Mac Pierce, sheriff of the

county of Tioprat-Arann (Tipperary), together

with many gentlemen, proceeded precisely at Eas-

ter, to make an attack on Bryan Riavach O' Moore,

a gentleman of the Irish party, who was spending

the Easter in Ikerrin (in Tipperary), but misfortune

and injury befell the attackers, for a great number

of their gentlemen, common people and soldiers,

were slain, and James, the son of Edmond Butler,

was taken prisoner, but Bryan Riavach delivered

him to the earl of Ormond in a week after, on ac-

count of the peace we have mentioned, and it

having been certified, that it was not by the per-

mission of the general, i. e. of the earl of Ormond,
that attack had been made.

O'Rourke, i. e. Bryan Oge, the son of Bryan, son

of Bryan Ballach, son of Owen, was angiy with

O'Donnell, namely, Hugh Roe, the son of Hugh,
son of Manus, on account of his having, contrary

to his wish, plundered O'Conor Roe, as we have

before written ; and moreover, he was not in peace

with his own bi'othei', namely, Teige O'Rourke,

the son of Bryan, son ofBryan Ballach, respecting

the partition of the territory and lands between

them, so that it was, therefore, O'Rourke ratified

his peace and friendship with the governor sir Con-
yers Clifford. O'Donnell was not happy on re-

ceiving that intelligence, for the O'Rourkes had

been always friends to his family, and he himself

was a kinsman of his, and he did not wish to make
an attack on him or plunder his territoiy, as he

would on all others in Connaught, and he was of

opinion, that he must plunder it, unless he would

join the Irish again in alliance, for he was not in

peace with any one who was secretly in alHance

with the English ; for some time he privately en-

treated him to come back, and at another time he

menaced and threatened to plunder his country,

unless he should return. O'Rourke was receivins

those messages from the beginning of Spring, to

the following May, at which period he went to Ath-
lone, gave his hostages to the governor, and they

pledged their vows and promises to be faithful to

each other, but though fi-iendly that engagement
had been, it was not long maintained.

An answer to the writings of O'Neill, O'Donnell,

and the Irish who were in alliance with them came

from England, but the queen and the council did

not consent to grant the conditions they demanded,

and when they did not agree to them the Irish

exchanged their amnesty for war, their submission

for strife, and their peace for opposition, so that

they revived the slumbering embers of their old

wrongs, in the beginning of the summer of this

year.

After the governor and O'Rourke had parted in

peace and friendship, at the town of Athlone, in

May, and when O'Rourke saw that the English

and Irish were not in peace with each other, and
that the English were not more powerful than the

Irish on that occasion, he therefore dreaded that

his country might be plundered by O'Donnell, so

that he resolved to attend at his call, and on this

resolution he acted by the advice of his people, for

they preferred the governor to be opposed to them

rather than be threatened by O'Donnell's ven-

geance, should they remain in alliance with the go-

vernor. After O' Rourke had confirmed his friend-

ship with O'Donnell on that occasion, O'Rourke

marched with his forces into Meath, at the instiga-

tion of O'Ferrall Baun, namely, Rossa, the son

of William, son of Donal, and they plundered

MuUingar, and from MuUingar to Baile-Mor of

Loch-Seimhdidhe, (Ballymore of Lough Seudy, in

Westmeath). O'Rourke marched with another

force in the first month of hai-vest, and did not

halt until he arrived at Bealach-an Tirialaigh (Tyr-

rell's Pass in Westmeath), and at Bealach-Chille-

Brighde in Fartullach (Pass of Kilbride, in the

barony of Fartullagh, Westmeath), he took preys,

and slew some people at Tyrrell's Pass, and he

returned back to his country without receiving a

wound or experiencing danger.

After the peace before mentioned had been ter-

minated, Redmond Burke, the son of John-na-

Seamar, son of Rickard Saxanach, son of Ulick of

the Heads, with a number of his young kinsmen,

and a hundred men came to O'Neill (earl of Ty-

rone), to complain to him, that the answer he

received from his father's brother, namely, the earl

of Clanrickard, i.e. UHck Burke, was, that if Red-

mond were willing to accept the breadth of a cloak

of the inheritance or patrimony, from Shrule, to

Abhainn-da-Loilghech (the river of the two milch

cows), on the conditions ofpeace or war, he would

not grant it to him. O'Neill entertained that com-
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plaint of Redmond, and promised to relieve him if

in his power ; and having given him the command
of some hundreds of soldiers, he gave him permis-

sion to plunder and completely devastate every

part of Ireland, that abetted or aided the Enghsh;

after Redmond Burke and his kinsmen parted with

O'Neill, they went in alliance with the Irish of

Leinster, and remained with them during that

summer.

Six hundred soldiers arrived from England, in

the south of Ireland, to aid against the enemies of

the sovereign ; when they arrived at Dun-Garbh-

ain (Dungarvan, in Waterford), the resolution

they came to was to join the general, namely, the

earl of Ormond, and on their march along the

borders of Leinster they were encountered by a

party of the Irish of that country, and a battle en-

sued between them, in which four hundred and

ten (410), of them (the English), were slain.'

The earl ofOrmond mustered his forces to march

into Leix, in the month of June ; his forces num-
bered twenty-four companies of foot, and two

hundred horse, and the earl halted in the evening

on a high hill on the borders of the country ; the

earl having been informed that night that there

were oidy a few to defend the country, he comman-
ded his brother's son, namely, James, the son of

Edward, son of James Butler, to march on the

following morning, with six or seven companies,

across the borders, into the nearest part of the

country, in the hope of performing some exploit

or achievement ; and although James was un-

willing to go on that expedition, early in the morn-

ing of Sunday, he nevertheless proceeded at the

command of the earl. The first pass they came to

they found it cut and completely torn up, at which

Bryan Riavach O'Moore, with a hundred and a

half of soldiers (150), were planted, who had come

to defend it on the same day ; fearful and terrific

was the sight that Bryan and his force displayed

to James and his soldiers, and having attacked

them in front and rear, he began to circumvent

and surround them, spearing and shooting them,

so that in a short time bodies were hacked and

A. D. 1598.

1. Battles in Leinster.—Mae Geoehegan mentions tliat, in

1508, sir Saimiel Bagnall was dispatclied from England, with 2000

toot and 100 horse, and these forces having landed at Wexford,

were attacked in tlieir march hy the Irish, who slew great num-
bers of tliem. The hattle above-mentioned in the Annals, in which

pierced by him throughout the pass. A very la-

mentable death took place there, namely, James,

the son of Edward, son of James, son of Pierce, a

man on whom the people relied most of any of his

age living of the Butlers at that time ; and such

of his people as were not cut down in that place

fled back in dismay and discomfiture to the earl

and to the camp. Bryan Riavach O'Moore himself

was wounded, and it was not long after till he died

from the effects of the wounds he had received on

that occasion. It was on that very day, after the

forementioiied conflict, that Anthony, the son of

Rory Oge O'Moore, Redmond, the son of Shane-

na-Seamar (Burke), and captain Tyrrell, came and
encamped opposite the earl's camp ; when it was
expected that the earl would march into the coun-

try, what he did was to return back to Kilkenny

before noon on the following Monday, and he sent

his soldiers into their garrisons.

Port-Nua (Portmore, now Blackwatertown, on

the river Blackwater, in Armagh), of which we
have before written an account,was guarded, during

the peace and war, by the queen's people. When
the English and Irish did not continue the peace

between them in the beginning ofsummer, O'Neill

laid siege to the fortress, until the guards became

scarce of provisions, in the last month ofsummer

;

intelligence of that having reached Dublin, the

resolution the council came to was, to collect

the most faithful, and those who distinguished

themselves most in the war of the queen's soldiers

in Ireland, in the neighbourhood of Dublin and of

Athlone, and when they had come together they

selected from among them four thousand foot sol-

diers, and six hundred horse, and they sent those

with provisions to Portnua; a full supply of pro-

visions, of drink, of beeves, of lead (balls), ofpow-

der, and of every kind of stores in general, was

sent with them. They then marched to Drogheda,

from thence to Dundalk,to Newry,and to Armagh
;

they remained at Armagh that night, and sir Henry

Beging (Bagnall), marshal of Newry, was their

general. When O'Neill learned that that immense

great army was marching towards him, he sent his

410 of the English forces were slain on their march from Dungar-
van to join the earl of Ormond, took place about the same time, in

the summer of 1508, and appears to have been fought about the

borders of Waterford and Kilkenny, as the English forces marched
towards Leinster.
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messengers for O' Donnell, entreating him to come

to his aid against this excessive foreign force,

which was coming to his country. O'Donnell

immediately proceeded with the entire muster of

his warriors, both horse and foot, along with a

great force from the province of Connaught, to

aid his relative against the oppressors who were

marching on him ; the Irish of the entire province

of Ulster joined the same army, so that they were

all jjrepared to meet the English before they ar-

rived atxVrmagh. They constructed a deep earthen

trench against the English, on the common way

by which they expected them to march towards

them. As to the English, after they remained a

night in Armagh, they rose early on the following

day, and the resolution they came to was to leave

their provisions, drink, women, young persons,

horses, baggage, attendants, and common people,

in that town ofArmagh ; they ordered every person

fit for service, of both horse and foot, to march a-

gainst their enemies, wherever the marshal and

the officers ofthe army in general commanded them

to go ; they then formed into rank and order, as

perfectly as they could, and proceeded in the most

direct road before them, in large solid bodies, and

in close compact companies, untU they arrived at

thehill overBeul-an-Atha-Buidhc. Havingreach-

ed that place, they beheld O'Neill and O'Donnell,

the Iveachians of UUdia (Magennises of Iveagh, in

the county of Down, &c.), and Oirgiellians (Mac

Mahons of Monaghan, Magulres of Fermanagh,

&c.), together with the chieftains, leaders, valiant

warriors, and champions of the North, in one dense

mass before them, planted and arranged in the

particular passes by which they expected they

would march on them. When the commanders of

the North observed the very great danger which

threatened them, they began to incite and exhort

their people to fight valiantly, and they told them,

that unless they were victors on that day, no pro-

perty would remain to them after it, and that they

themselves would be slaughtered and destroj-ed

without reserve, whUe others of them would be cast

into prisons, and bound in chains, as the Irish had

often been on former occasions, and that such as

might escape from that battle, would be dispossess-

ed and banished into strange distant countries
;

they told them, moreover, that it was easierforthem

to defend their patrimonies against that strange Ibr-

eignpeople,thantotakeposse8sion ofthe property of

any other person by force, after being expelled from

their own dear country. That inciting harangue,

delivered by the chiefs, made the desired impression,

and their men and the soldiers declared that they

were ready to suffer death, rather than allow their

fear to prevent them from encountering the enemy.

As to the marshal and his English, when they saw

the Irish before them, they displayed not the

slightest symptom of fear, but advanced boldly

straight forward, until they rushed across the first

broad deep trench which lay before them, and

some of them were slain in crossing it. The Irish

forces then made a charge on them, very vehe-

mently,with great fierceness,and they raiseda shout

in their front and rear, and on all sides of them

;

their van was obliged to bear the shock, remain to

be cut down, and submit to be shot, until their

close ranks were thinned, their officers reduced,

and their warriors subdued ; but in short the gene-

ral was slain, namely, the marshal of Newry ; and

as it is not usual for those who lose their conmian-

der, and their chief leader and counsellor, to

maintain the battle field, the general's men were

ultimately repulsed, by force of arms and fighting,

across the earthen pits, and the broad deep ditch

over which they had come, and the pursuers bravely

and actively continued fighting, discomfitting,

routing, and cutting them to pieces. It was then

that God willed, and the Trinity permitted, that

one of the queen's soldiers, who had consumed

all the powder about him by his vast firing, should

go to the next barrel of powder to fill his measure,

and pouch, and a spark having dropped from his

match into the powder in the barrel, it exploded

U]j on high into the air, together with ever)' barrel

nearest in succession, and also the great gun which

they had there ; a great number of the people who
were about that powder were blown up in like

manner, and the rising ground all around them
appeared in one dense, dark, gloomymass of clouds,

for a considerable part of the day after that. Such
of the queen's forces as escaped from being slaugh-

tered, destroyed, burned and annihilated, fled

back to Armagh, and were unrelentingly pursued,

during which they were reduced, suiTounded, slain,

and cut down in twos, in threes, in twenties, and

thirties, until they passed within the walls ofAr-

magh. The Irish besieged the town in all dircc-
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tions around it, and they were firing, and shooting

at each other, for three days and three nights,

until the EngUsh at length ceased : and at the end

of that time they sent messengers to the Irish, to

inform them that they would evacuate the fort (of

Portmore, at Blackwatertown), if the guards who
were in it should be permitted to come to them,

to that town of Armagh, without being slain or in-

jured, and that after they came there, if protection

and quarter should be given them, and that they

were escorted in safety from the country until they

arrived in a secure territory, they would even eva-

cuate Armagh itself. When these messages were

delivered to the Irish, the chiefs held a council to

deteiTnine how they should act respecting that

proposal ; some maintained that the English should

not be sutfered to escape from the dilemma in

which they were placed, until they were either

slain, or perished by starvation ; but, however,

they at length decided on permitting them to de-

part from those places in which they were, on con-

dition that they should not take with them pro-

visions, drink, armour, arms, ordnance, powder, or

lead, from the fort, excejit that the captain in it

might take his trunk and arms. They consented

2. The Brittle nf the Yellmc Ford.—This battle is dpfcribed in

Camden's liritatinia, Speed's History of England, Fynes Morrison's

History of the VA'ar of Elizabeth, Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, Bor-

lase's Reduction of Ireland, O'Suliivan Beare, Mac Geoghegan,
Stuart's Armagh, Taaffe, and in O'Conor's Military Memoirs, or

History of the Irish Brigades. It was fought on Thursday the

10th of August, l£i!)8, in the county of Armagh, towards the bor-

ders of Tyrone, about five miles north-west of the city of Armagh,
in the parish of Clonfeacle, near Portmore, now called Blackwater-

town, by which led the old road from Armagh to Dungannon ; it has

been by some writers called the battle ofthe Black water, being fought

near that river, which separates the counties ofTyrone and Armagh
;

but by the Irish writers the battle-field was named Beal-an-Atha-
biddhe, signifying the Mouth of the Yellow Ford, from a stream of

turbid yellow waters which flowed from the marshy ground near

it. The Irish were commanded by Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone,

and Red Hugh O'Donnell, prince of Tirconnell, together with Hugh
Maguire, lord of Fermanagh, and various chiefs of the following

families, at the head of their clans, as the O'Neills of Tyrone, and

of the Fews in Armagh, and of Clannahoy, in Down and Antrim
;

the Magennises and Mac Cartans of Down ; the O'Hardons of

Armagh; the O'Hagans, O'Quinns, and O'Donnellys of Tyrone
;

the O'Kanes of Uerry ; the Mac Donnclls of Antrim ; the O'Don-
nells, O'Doghertys, Mac Sweeneys, 0'l!oyles,and O'Gallaghers of

Donegal; the Maguires of Fermananh ; the Mac Mahons of Mo-
naghan ; the O'Reillys of Ca\an; captain Richard Tyrrell of

Fartullagh, in Westmeath, who commanded 200 Ulstermen, and

Theobald Mac William Burke of Mayo, at the head ofihe Con-

naught forces ; and Teige O'Rnnrke, with some tooops from Bref-

ney. Torlcgh O'Hanlon, chief of Orior in Armagh, attended as

standard-bearer of Ulster. O'NeiU's forces were composed of

Kerns, Gallnglasses, and cavalry, with some musqiieteers, hut he

had no artillery. The Kerns, or light foot, were armed with long

spears or pikes, bows and arrows, darts, skians, &c., and the gal-

on both sides to abide by these terms, and they

sent a number of their officers from either side to

hold a conference with the guards at the fort, and
having communicated with those, they delivered

the place to O'Neill, as they were commanded.
The captain and the guard came to Armagh, to

join such of those of their people as survived, and
an escort was sent with them from Armagh to

Newry, and from Newry until they entered the

English Pale. After these had left Tir-Eogain,

O'Neill directed particular persons to count
the officers and common soldiers slain on the field

of battle, and to bury them, and their entire num-
ber, when counted, was two thousand and a half

(2,500), along with the general and eighteen cap-

tains, with a great number of gentlemen whose
names have not been recorded. The queen's

people were dispirited and soiTowful, while the

Irish were cheerful and rejoiced, from the result

of that battle; it was on the 10th day of the

month of August that battle of Ath-Buidhe was
fought; the chiefs of Ulster returned to their

homes, after having committed great slaughter,

and gained a complete victory, although they lost

many men.-

loglasses, or heavy infantry, who were the grenadiers of the Irish,

were chiefly armed with swords and battle-axes, but few, except
the chiefs, wore armour. The combined forces oft he Irish amounted
to 4,^)00 foot and 600 horse. The F.nglish army, under the com-
mand of Marshal sir Henry Bagnall, amounted to nearly the same
number, namely, 4,500 foot and 500 horse, so there were 10,000
select men engaged on both sides in this battle. Bagnall was a
commander of great valour and experience for many years in Ire-

land, and was assisted by several brave and able officers, as Cos-
by, Wingfield, Billing, Brooke. Montague, Fleming, &c. In the
Englisli army there was a great body of Irish auxiliaries, under
Fitzpatrick of Ossory, who is said to have carried the standard,
O'Reilly, and others, and during the entire war great numbers of
the Irish chiefs joined the standard of Elizabeth, as O'Brien, earl

of Thomond, and O'Brien baron of Inchiquin, Niall Garv O'Don-
nelj, Conor Roe Maguire, &c., hence those and others are often

mentioned at this time as the queen's O'Brien, the queen's O'Don-
nell, the queen's O'Reilly, the queen's Maguire, the queen's O'Han-
lon, the queen's O'MoUoy, and so on, as there were other chiefs of
the same names who fought under O'lVeill and O'Donnell, on the
sideof the Irish. The O'Reilly, who joined Elizabeth, as before

mentioned, was Maolmora, or Miles O'Reilly, the son of sir John
O'Reilly of Cavan, w ho was a young man of great valour and am-
bition, and, from his bravery and fine person, was called by the

Irish Maolmora Breagh. that is Miles the Brave or Hand.some
;

having gone to London, he made terms with the queen, and got
from her, according to Mac Geoghegan and others, a grant by
Letters Patent of the county of Cavan ; he commanded a troop of

cavalry in her service, and was called the queen's O'Keilly, to dis-

tinguish him from the other chiefs of the O'Reillys who fought on
the side of the Irish; for it is stated by Fynes Morrison, in his

Catalogue of the Irish forces, that the O'Reillys of Brefney brought

to the standard of O'Neill 800 foot and 100 horse. O'Neill, with

the main body of his forces, was encamped about a mile from Port-

4 L 2
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Ballymote (in Sligo), which had been in the

possession of the queen's people for thirteen years

'till this time, was taken by its own original inhe-

more, or Blackwatertown, on the way towards Armagb, at a place

wljere tlie jjlain was narrowed to a pass or causeway, secured on

one side liy a marsli, and on the other by a moor or boji, and a wood.

Across this strait O'Neill had thrown up a strong eartlien rampart,

four feet hi;.'b, and sunlt in front a fosse or deep ditch. Hy a

stratagem similar to that devised by Bruce at Bannoclthurn,

O'Neill had deep pitfalls and trenches cut in the plain, in front of

his position, and carefully covered over with wattles, green sods,

and grass, and he posted .500 active Kerns, concealed in the woods

and thickets, along the pass. These matters were arranged the

day before the battle, O'Neill having received intelligence that

Bagnall had advanced as far as Armagh. Stuart, O'Conor, and

others, mention a curious incident, that O'Neill's Bard, O'Clery,

assured him, ou the faith of an old prophecy made by St Ultan,

who was a bishop of Ardbraccan in the 7th century, that a great

battle would be fought with foreigners at a Yellow Kord near the

river Blackwater, in which the Irish would be victorious. This

information being communicated to the forces, gave them great con-

fidence, and their enthusiasm was further excited hy an animated

harangue addressed to them by O'Neill. Bagnall's army was
composed chiefly of veteran British troops who had served in

France, and in the Netherlands, against the Spaniards, and the

cavalry consisted mostly of Cuirassiers, clad in armour ; he had a

large i\)rce of musqueteers, and several pieces of artillery, wiiile

O'Neill had no cannon. Bagnall, at the liead of the British troops,

joined by the Anglo-Irish forces of the Pale, and the Irish auxilia-

ries, marched from Newry to Armagh to attack O'Neill, and re-

lieve the garrison of Portmore, which he had besieged. The
British forces marched from Armagh before sunrise ; the spearmen
were divided into three corps, and formed themainbody, while the

wings consisted of musqueteers and cavalry, followed by the artil-

lery. They advanced boldly, with unfurled banners, while the air,

clear and serene, resounded with the clangor of trumpets, and the

shrill tones of the "ear piercing fife ;" O'SuUivan Beare says *'Se-

reno et grato die, vexillis explicatis, tubarum clangore, tibiarum

concentu," &c. Bagnall delivered an address to his army, which is

given by O'Conor in his Book on the Irish Brigades: ''Relying on

your bravery, 1 selected you as my companions in arms ; the undis-

ciplined I left in garrisons, the cowardly with Ormond. From your

exertions alone I anticipate victory. I have often witnessed your

valour. Will these men, unarmed and undisciplined, dare toencoun-

ter troops accoutred, armed, trained as you are, and inured to war ?

I should he mad if I could suppose they would sustain your shock

for a moment. Uemember how you drove O'Neill from his cauip

at Miillaghban. On him who this evening brings me the head of

tJ'Neill orO'Donnell, I bestow a thousand pounds. March then, and

delay not the moment of victory." O'Neill, early that morning, also

delivered an animating address to his men in Irish, the substance of

which is given by O'tJonor : **My hopes of victory are not placed in

tde thunder of artillery, but in your valour. Recollect how often you

have defeated greaterforces, nobler commanders, and even Bagnall

himself, when less prepared and less disciplined than you are now :

you are to fight for your country, your religion, your wives, your

children, and your possessions. Bagnall, the bitterest of your

enemies, not content with the plunder of your properties, seeks to

exterminate your race. Here he must meet the just retribution

for his cruelty ; here we must avenge our wrongs, and the death of

our companions killed at Portmore. St. Ultan has promised and

prophesied our victory." The troops of Bagnall advanced unmo-
lested over a level and open tract of ground, and, about 7 o'clock

in the morning, they entered the narrow pass beyond which O'Neill

was encamped. Along this pass, screened by trees and thickets,

and protected by defiles, O'Neill had posted 500 active kerns, who
suddenly from their ambuscade attacked the British troops, some
pouring on them voUies of shot, and others rushing on them with
their long spears and darts ; in this encounter great numbers of

the lilnglish were slain, but Bagnall, leading the first division,

steadily pursued his course, ;uid advanced through the pass, while

ritors, in the summer of this year, namely, by the

Mac Donoghs of Corran, that is, by Tomaltach

and Cathal Duv. The governor (of Connaught),

the kerns retired towards the camp of O'Neill. The centre divi-

sion, under Cosby and Wingficld, with the rear and cavalry led by
Montague, Billing, Brooke, Fleming, and O'Reilly, pushed forward
into the open ground in front of O'Neill's entrenchments. Some
troops of British cavalry dashed onward impetuously into the

plain, where O'Neill had dug the trenches and concealed pitfalls,

and galloping precipitately into these invisible fosses, many of the

men and liorses were thrown headlong to the ground, their limbs

and necks broken, and their bodies maimed : while the troops were
thus in disorder, they were fiercely attacked by the Irisli kerns
and pikemen, wlio slew great numbers both of men and horses.

Bagnall, undaunted by this discomfiture, pushed forward with his

troops into the open plain, and charging at the head of his cuiras-

siers, a furious conflict took place between thtm and O'NcjJl's

light infantry, or kerns; the cuirassiers were armed with spears,

six cubits, or about 10 feet in length, which rested on the right

thigh, and they made powerful charges, where able to assail

their opponents hand to hand. The Irish kerns, arjncd with even

longer spears or pikes, about 11 or 12 feet in length, which they

grasped in the middle with their hands, the weapons resting on

their right shoulders, rushed on the British cavalry, great numbers
of whom were slain in these encounters. Bagnall, undismayed,
still charged onward at the head of his cavalry, and his infantry,

si)earmen, and musquetteers, also poured into the plain, while he

opened a heavy cannonade on the rampart, in front of O'Neill's

lines ; having levelled part of the rampart, he succeeded for a time

in beating back its defenders, and two strong corps liaving crossed

the entrenchments, burst forward into the level ground, where
O'Neill was encamped. At this juncture the right wing of the

Irish commanded by O'Neill in person, and the left, under O'Don-
nell, advanced to the charge, their standards raised, their Bagpipes
playing, and they rushed onward with fearful shouts and tierce

battle-cries. O'Neill rode rapidly onward, at the head of his

cavalry, to seek out Bagnall, his hated foe, in the thick ol battle.

Morrison says " Tyrone pricked forward, with rage of envy and
settled rancour, against the marshal." The heroic Red lIughO'Don-
nell, at the head of his Tirconnallian cavalry, dashed onward into

the conflict ; the valiant Hugh Maguire led on his Fermanagh
horsemen, and the Mac Donnells of .\ntrim, and Mac Swecneys
of Donegal, rushed on with their galloglasses into the thick of the

fight, and hewed down whole ranks of the British soldiers,

cleaving with their keen-edged and heavy battle-axes, even the

cuirassiers, through their iron helmets and coats of mail. It was
now about noon-day, and the battle had raged for some time with

great fury on both sides. Bagnall, being repulsed, rallied his men
and, with a powerful body of his reserved troops, advanced again

to the charge ; but on raising his helmet to take a view of the

battle-field, he was shot in the forehead with a musket-ball, and
fell lifeless to the ground. About this time, in the very tempest
of the fight, some barrels of gunpowder were accidentally igidted in

the English ranks by an unskilful gunner, and a terrific explosion

took place, which blew many of the British soldiers in atoms into

the air. Tiie English forces, dismayed by this disaster, and the

death of Bagnall, seemed to give way, and at this critical moment
O'Neill, making a tremendous charge at the head of his cavalry

and galloglasses, the English troops, and their Irish auxiliaries

under Montague, Wingfield, Cosby, Brooke and Fleming, reeled

before their impetuous charge, and were put to flight. O'Reilly,

at the head of his troop of cavalry, was the last officer who re-

mained on the field of battle, and was slain while endeavouring to

cover the retreat, and rally the flying forces. He had much at

stake in contending against his countrymen, and, like many other

Irish chiefs, preferred his own private interest to that of his coun-

try, but missed the object of his ambition, and, by that day's de-

feat lost his life, as well as the earldom of Cavan. In the rout,

great numbers of the British troops were tumbled headlong into

the fosse, and trampled to death by the flying cavalry. The rem-
nant of tile British forces, with a few cavalry under the conunand
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sir Conyers Clifford, and O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh
Roe, were bidding against each othej; for the castle,

anil proposing to purchase it from the ^lac Do-

of Montague, fled towards Ariuagb, closely pursued by Torlogh
O'Hanlon, the standard-bearer, at tbe head of O'Neill's cavalry.

The English took refuge within the wallsand churches of Armagh,
where it appears, according to the Annals, they stood a siege of

three days and nights, and then surrendered, making conditions

that the lives of their fellow-soldiers, in the fort of Portinore on

tbe Blackwater, should be spared, and O'Neill permitted the

troops in Portraore to depart, witii their commander, captain

Williams, but they were not allowed to carry with tiiem arms,
ammunition, or any other articles, except that the captain was
permitted to take away his trunk, and nothing more. Camden.
Fynes Morrison, and the other English writers, make the number
of the British soldiers slain fifteen hundred, together with marshal

Bacnall, and 13 valiant captains ; but the Irish writers, with more
accurate information, make the numbers slain much more ; tlie En-
glish only reckoned the British troops who fell, which they under-
rated, and did not enumerate the Irish auxiliaries who were killed.

AccordinLT to the Annals of the Four .Masters, -2,500 of the queen's

soldiers were slain, together with Bagnall, and 18 distinguished

Cf>mmanders and many inferior officers, the bodies being reckoned
on the field of battle by order of O'Neill, and all decently interred.

O'.SuUivau Beare and others also state, that •2,.")00 of the queen's

forces were slain, along with *23 officers of note. .Along with the

•2,.j00 who fell on the field of battle, probably not less than 500
more were slain in the pursuit, and conflicts at ,\rniagh. The en-
tire number of the British forces slain in that battle, and in the
conflicts on the three subsequent days, must have amounted to at

least 3,0t10 men, besides great numbers must have been wounded
and disabled, of whom no account is given, so that it appears pro-

bable, that out of the select army of 5,000, under marshal Bagnall,

not more than about 1000 effective men survived ; and it is evi-

dent that O'Neill could have entirely cut off the remnant of the

English forces, as they lost all their artillery, arms, kc, but he
generously permitted them to depart, and even had them escorted

safe to the Pale. The Irish, by this great victory, got into their

possession all the baggage-waggons, with an immense quantity of

provisions and military stores, alt the artillery of the English,

their arms, armour, musical instruments, and 34 military standards,

i<igether with twelve thoiixaTid pieces of gold. The Irish had only
'200 men killed, and 600 wounded in this battle. Speed, in his

History of England, says of this battle : *'Tir-Oen obtained not only

a joyous triumph over his private enemy (Bagnall), hut withal

went away with a glorious victory over the English, who, never
since they first set footing in Ireland, received so great an over-

throw ; and Tir-Oen was renowned all the realm over, as their

Horatius, and founder of their freedom."' Camden says :
" Never

since the English gained a footing in Ireland had they sustained

such a loss." Fynes Morrison remarks that the Irish obtained a
great victory, and says that **the English, from their first arrival

in that kiuirdom, never had recei\ ed so great an overthrow as this,

commonly called the defeat of Blackwater ;" and again he says
" Tyrone was among the Irish celebrated as the deliverer of his

country from thraldom and •' the general voice was of Tyrone
amongst the English, after the defeat of Blackwater, as of Hannibal
amongst the Romans, after the battle of Cannje." Borlase says " a

victory the like the Irish never gained since the English first set

foot in Ireland." Cox says " by this victory the Irish got arms,
ammunition, and victuals, and which was more, so much reputation

that the English could act only on the defensive part, and not that

itself, without continual fear and danger " Leland says " the illus-

trious O'Neill was every where extolled as the delivererof his coun-
try, and the disaffected, in all quarters, condemned their own weak
and passive conduct, which had deprived them of the like glory."

Lingard says, " The O'Neill was celebrated in every district as the

saviour of his country ; and the whole of the indigenous population,

with many of the chieftains of English origin, rose in arms to assert

the national independence."
Copious accounts of Hugh O'Neill, prince and earl of Tyrone,

i

noghs, butthe conclusion of the treatj' was, that the

Mac Donoghs gave the town to O'Donnell, on

terms ofpurchase andcontract, in themiddle month

and of Red Hugh O'Donnell, prince of Tirconnell , are given in the
courseof these -Vnnals. O'Donnell was at this time in the iSlli

year of his age, and, as before-mentioned, he was many years im-
prisoned by the English in the castle of Dublin ; after his escape
this heroic young man defeated the British forces in many battles.

Red Hugh was as valiant a chief as appeared in any age; he was
of fine figure and tall stature, and was one of the handsomest men
of his time ; he was called by the Irish Aodh Ruadh, or Red Hugh,
from the colour of his hair and florid complexion. After the de-
feat of the Irish forces and Spaniards at Kinsale, in 1602, tJ'Don-
nell went to Spain, with the hope of obtaining fresh forces; he
was treated with distinguished honours, and received much sym-
pathy and support in the country of his Milesian ancestors; he
was well received by king Philip, the marquis Caraeena, and
others of the noliility, and was promised large supplies ofmen and
money; but O'Donnell never saw Ireland again, for, in the midst
of his active preparations, he was seized with a fever, and died at

Simancas, on the 10th of September, 1602, in the iOth year of bis

age. He was, by order of the king, buried with all honors due to

a distinguished prince, in the monastery of St. Francis, in the city

of Valladolid. An account of his embassy, and death in Spain, is

given at the year 1602, in these .\nnals. Thus terminated, in a

foreign land, the eventful life of the renowned Red Hugh O'Don-
nell, as true a patriot and as brave a chieftain as ever fought for

freedom, or led a clan to battle.

Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, was the son of Ferdorclia, called

Matthew, baron of Dungannon, son of Con Bacach O'Neill, earl of

Tyrone; he was for many years commander-in-chief of the

northern Irish, in the war against Elizabeth; he was a man of

sreat abilities and valour, and at this time was about 55 years old,

but in the full vigour of middle age. His personal appearance,

character, and abilities are described by Fynes Morrison, and va-

rious other writers, and in Stuart's Armagh. He was a man of

middle stature, but strongly built, active, athletic, enterprising,

and admirably adapted for hazardous exploits
;

patient, hardy,

spirited, bold, temperate, vigilant and valiant, of great persever-

ance, and capable of enduring the most extreme privations without
a murmur; he was of polished, affable, and agreeable manners, of

liberal education,of acute intellect, poll tic, sub tie, smooth-tongued,
and in his negociations generally overmatched the English states-

men. He had served some years in the English army, when a

young man, acquired a great knowledge of military aflairs, and
was a favorite at the court of Elizabeth, On his return to Ireland

he continued some time in the service of the queen, but having re-

volted, he became the chief leader of the northern Irish, and with
great perseverance disciplined his fc roes in Tyrone, He had his

chief residence at Dungannon, and Fynes Morrison states that lie

imported large quantities of lead, apparently for the purpose of

roofing his castle, but he had it all cast into bullets. Hugh O'Neill

has been called the Irish Hannibal, and was (perhaps with the ex-
ception of his relative, the renowned Owen Roe O'Neill), the

ablest general that ever contended a'jjainst the English in Ireland.

O'Neill carried on the war with great vigour, to the end of the

reign of Elizabeth, but became reconciled to the state in the reign

of James I. ; however, on a fictitiousehargeof a plot or conspiracy,

against the government, he and Rory O'Donnell, earl of 'Tircon-

nell, were forced to fly from Ireland, in 1607, and they retired to

Rome, where old, blind, and worn down by misfortunes, the heroic

Hugh O'Neill, the last representative of the ancient kings of

Ulster, died, in the year 16iC, and was buried in the church on

St. Peter's Hill. Rory or Roderick O'Donnell, earl ofTirconnell,

abo died in exile at Rome, in 1617, and Hugh O'Neill, baron of

Dungannon, son of Hugh the earl, died at Rome in 1641. A mo-
nument was erected to these princes, according to de Burgo, in the

Franciscan Church of St. Peter, in Monte .\ureo, and he gives the

Latin inscription on it in the Supplement to his Hibernia Domini-
cana. Hugh O'Neill was first married to a sister of Red Hugh
O'Donnell, and secondly to a sister of the marshal sir Henry Bag-
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of the harvest of this year ; four hundred pounds

(£400), and three hundred cows was the price

O'Donnell gave the Mac Donoghs for the town.

nail, and it appears from the Annals that he was a third time mar-
ried, his last countess being the sister of'Magennis, lord of Iveagh.

He married Bagnall's sister, without his consent, in consequence

of which tlie marshal was ever afterwards his mortal enemy, and

a deadly hatred always existed between him and O'Neill, which

was only terminated by the death of Bagnall at the Blackwater.

Battle of Jieiiburb.—The localities along the Blackwater, on

the borders of Tyrone and Armagh, are amongst the most famous

battle-fields in Ireland, and several engagements are mentioned in

the Annals wliich took place near that river in the war of O'Neill

against Elizaleth, amongst others the battle of IJrumfliuch, near

Benburb, fought in 1597, and described at p. 016 in the Annals.

Benburb is on the Tyrone side of the Blackwater, near Battleford

Bridge, and about two miles distant from the battle-field of the

Yellow Ford. The battle of Benburb, famous in Irish history, was
foughton Friday, the 5th of June, lti4(), that ia 48 years after that

of the Yellow Ford; it is descril>ed by various Irish and Anglo-

Irish historians, as Borlase, Cox, Carte, Leland, Warner, Mac
Geoghegan, and TaatTe ; in the Desiderata Curiosa Hibernica, by

Richard Belling, and hy Colonel Henry Mac TuUy O'Neill, an

officer who was engaged in all the campaigns of Owen Roe O'Neill

;

in Stuart's Armagh, and in Italian in the Memoirs of the Nuncio
Rinuccini, published in 1844. Thecomniander-in-chief of the Irish

Confederates in Ulster, in the war subsequent to the great insur-

rection of 1641, was the celebrated Owen Roc O'Neill ; he was the

sonof Art, son of Ferdoreha, called Matthew, baron of Dungan-
non, son of Con Bacach O'Neill, earl of Tyrone; his father. Art
O'Neill, was brother of Hugh, the famous earl of Tyrone, though
other accounts make Owen Roe the grand-nephew of Hugh the

earl. He was called by the Irish Eogan Ruadh, that is Owen
Roe, or Red Owen, from the colour of his hair ; when a young
man, he served some years in Catalonia, in Spain, and was desig-

nated by the Spaniards Don Eugenio Rufo. He served many years

in the Spanish and Imperial Austrian army, with great reputation,

according to Carte and Leland; he held the rank of colonel, and
beifjg appointed governor of Arras, was particularly distinguished

for his defence of that town, when besieged by the French in 1640.

He was a man of graceful person, agreeable and mild manners,
bat of great strength of mind and determined bravery ; cool, cau-

tious, aiul calculating; quick in taking adiantage of favourable

accidents and mistakes of his opponents ; of eonsumate skill in the

arrangements for battle, seldom risking an engagement except
under advantageous circumstances, and of a genius admirably
adapted for defensive and protracted warfare, hence he has been
designated the Irish Fabius. He was a man of great prudence,

reserve, sobriety, and knowledge of the world, of patriotic spirit,

honest in purpose, and of the highest honour and humanity in his

transactions with the enemy. From his great military reputation

and abilities, Owen Roe was invited over from Fianders, in 1641,
to take the command of the Irish Confederates in Ulster, and
having embarked at Dunkirk, he landed at Uoe castle, in Donegal,

on the l*3th of July, 1642, accompanied by some officers and old

soldiers, amounting in all to 1.00 nit-n, with a supply of arms and
ammunition ; soon after, in a meeting of the chiefs of Ulster at

Kinnard, now Cfl!ed<m in Tyrone, he was chosen coniraatider-in-

chief of the northern Irish, instead of his relative sir Fhclira

O'Neill, who was rather a rash, violent and intemperate leader.

Owen Roe organised his forces with great regularity, kept
np strict discijiline, and sternly punished the refractory. For a
jieriod of seven years, ii-om 164'2 to I(i4il, as commander-in-chief
of the confederated Irish of Ulster, aird in co-operation with the old

Anglo-Irish of the Pale, as the Barnwalls, Prestons, Plunketts,

Flemings, Talbots, Dillons, Darcys, Bcllews, Netervilles, Fitz-

Kusfaces, Fitzgpralds, Wliites, &c., with some of the Burkes of
Connaught, and Butlers of Orinord, Owen Roe defeated the Bri-
tish forces in more than 40 engagements, overran various ]>arts of
leister and Jjcirster, and took most of the strong castles and forti-

fied loiviis of the old Eiglish Pale, as those of Trim, Atiilxiy,

The earl of Ormond mustered an immense force

to put provisions into Port Leix, and they having

proceeded in that direction, they were met on the

Longford, Kells, Swords, Portlesterand Athlone; alsoNaas, Athy,

Woodstock, Rheban, Dunatnase, and Maryborough, in Kildare and

Queen's coimtv, with Birr in the King's county, Nenagh in Tip-

perary, and other strtmg places in Leinster and Munster, together

with almost all the strong towns and castles in Ulster. The
commander of the Irish at Benburb was Owen Roe O'Neill,

assisted by various chiefs of Ulster, acting as captains, and colonels,

namely, sir Phelira, Torlogh, Bryan, Hugh, Art, Cormac, and
Con O'Neill, with their men from Tyrone, Armagh, Down, and
Antrim; some of the O'Hanlons of Armagh; sir Constantine or

Con, Art, Rory, and Evir Magennis, and Patrick Mac Cartan of

Down; Cormac and Hugh O'Hagan, Patrick Mac Neney, Patrick

O'Donnelly, and Torlogh O'Quinn of Tyrone ; Manus O'Kane of

Derry ; Alexander Mac Donnell of Antrim ; Hugh Buighe and

Manus O'Donnell, and Miles Mac Sweeny of Donegal, with some
of the O'Doghertya of Inisowen ; Rory or Roger, Bryan, and

Donogh Maguire of Fermanagh ; Bryan, Hugh, and Colla Mac
Mahon, and Niall Mac Kenna of Monaghan ; colonel Philip

O'Reilly of Ballinacargy castle, in the county of Cavan, and
his relative colonel Miles O'Reilly of Kilmore ; colonel Philip

O'Reilly was brother-in-law of Owen Roe, being married to his

sister, Rose O'Neill ; he was a commander of note in this war, and

gained the brilliant victory at Julianstown Bridge, near Dmgheda,
in November, 1641, and many battles afterwards. Colonel Miles

O'Reilly was a celebrated commander at this time, and, from his

great strength and dauntless valour, was commonly called Miles

the Slasher. Captains Hugh and Owen O'Reilly also came to

Benburb, and the entire forces of the O'Reillys consisted of 500
men, horse and foot, from Cavan, namely the O'Reillys, Mac
Bradys, Mac Cabes, Mac Gowans or Smiths, Fitzsimons, Fitz-

patricks, Mac Guurans, Mac Kernans, &c. The men of Leilriin

came under Con and Owen O'Ronrke, and some from Sligo under

Teige and Hugh O'Conor. The men of Longford came under

llichurd, William, and Francis O'Ferrall, and some men from

Meath under Edward Betagh of Moynalty, and James Fleming of

Slane, with some of the Bamwalls and Plunketts of Meath and

Louth. Most of the above-mentioned chiefs came to Benburb,

and such as did not come sent their forces. According to Carte,

Leland and others, O'Neill's forces at Benburb were 5,000 foot

and 500 horse, wliile the British troops, under Monroe, amounted

to 6,000 foot and 800 horse, who were much better armed and

accoutred than the Irish ; besides, the British had 7 pieces of ar-

tillery, while it is not mentioned that O'Neill had any cannon ; the

British were far superior to him in musketeers, and it appears

O'Neill's forces consisted chiefly of Swordsmen and Pikemen. The
British troops consisted chiefly of Scots, with some English regi-

ments ; those forces were called Parliamentarians, and afterwards

Cromwellians ; thev were mostly republicans in rebellion against

Charles I., in England, and they were joined by many Irish allies.

There was another great party in Ireland at that time called

Royalists, who supported the cause of King Charles, and were
commanded by the duke of Ormond, but they were not engaged on

either side at Benburb. The Irish of Ulster, under O'Neill, rose

to recover their confiscated lanils and national independence. The
English and Scotch forces at Benburb, and their Irish allies, ofthe

British settlers in Ulster, were connnanded by the Scotch general

R'tbert Monroe, and his brother Cieorge ; Huirh Montgomery,
called lord Montg(nnery of the Ardes, in the county of Down, af-

terwards earl of Mount Alexaiider, and his relative, colonel sir

James Montgomery ; colonel lord Edward Conway, of Kilultagh,

in the county or Antrim, of the family of Seymour Conway, earls

of Hertford ; sir Henry Blayney, harim Blayney of Monaghan;
colonel Cnimiiigham, captains Burke, Hamilton, &c. General

Monr(>e was encamped on the borders of Antrim and Armagh, and

having heard that O'Neill had advanced to the borders of Tyrone,

he marched forward, -and arrived at the city of Armagh, with all

his forces, at midnight on Thursday the 4th of June. Monroe had
ordered his brother George to proceed with his corps from Cole-
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way in which they marched by Athony, the son of

Kory Oge, son of Roderick Caoch O'Moore, by
Redmond, the son of John-na-Seamur, son of

Rickard Saxanach (Burke), and by captain Tyrrell,

namely, Richard, the son ofThomas Oge Tyrrell;

raine, with allexpedition, to meet liim at Glassloutfb in Monaghan,
about two or three miles from Benburb where O'Neill was encamped.
George Munroe marched from Culeraine alonj; the western ^hore ot'

Lo'igh Neagh, towards Diingannon, with his force consisting of

500 foot, according to tlie De>iderata Curiosa, and aUo a troop of

horse, according to otiier accounts ; but O'NeiU, aware of tins

movement, despatched tlie day before the battle colonels Bryan
Mac Mahon and Patrick Mac Xeney, with some horse and foot

forces against him, who had an encounter with Monroe near Dun-
gannon, in which they defeated his forces, and checked his ad-
vance. General Robert Moiiroe, early on the morning of Friday,
the 5th of June, raarrhed at the head of his forces from Armagh
towards the river Blackwater, intending to proceed to Glasslough,
to meet tlie troops of his brother George. O'NeiU, iiaving advice
of their march, drew out all his horse, says Carte, to the top of the

hill at Benburb, where the battle was afterwards fouy^ht, and there

took a full view of Monroe's forces, as they passed along the road
on the other side of the Blackwater. The British, finding a ford

on the river at Kinnard, now called Caledon, crossed over, aiid ad-
vanced towards the Irish camp. As they came forward, they were
met by cohmel Richard O'Ferrall, who was posted with some
troops on the strait or defile about two miles from the camp, to

oppose their progress, but colonel Cunningham, with the cannon
and 500 musketeers, having opened a fire on them, compelled
OTerrall and his men, after a short rencontre, to retreat towards
the camp. O'Neill was encamped in a strone position between
two hills, his rear secured by a wood, his left by a bog, and his

right by tlie river Blackwater ; in his front were hillucks, rough
ground, hushes, and brushwood. Carte and Stuart state that tiie

wary O'Neill amused his enemy for four hours with little skir-

mislies, and firing at a distance, until he had got the sun on his

back, which before had bee?i favourable to his opponents, and as it

began to descend in the rear of the Irish, it shed a dazzling glare on
their enemies. Monroe stood still all that time, in order of battle,

within musket shot of the Irish, says Carte. About 4 o'clock in

the evening, the forces under Mac Mahon and Mac Neney, who I

had gone against George Monroe, were perceived at a short dis-

tance, advancing towards both armies, and Monroe, on seeing

them, was rejoiced, thinking they were the troops of his brother

George, but he soon found, to his consternation, that they joined

O'Neill, and he appeared to waver, and prepare for a retreat.

O'Neill, with the promptitude of an experienced commander,
seized the auspicious monifnt for attack, and, according to the
Desiderata Curiosa, he addressed a short harangue to his forces,

exhorting them to fiulit for their religion, tiieir country, and their

king; his friend, colonel Philip O'Reilly, stood by his side at

the time on the hill. O'NeiU, keeping Rory Maguire's regiment
in reserve, ordered his men to advance, and they came forward ra-

pidly from the hill ; Carte says that O'Neill ordered his men not
to fire a piece until they were within pike's length of the enemy,
and liien to fail on with sword and pike in hand, which would give
the victory to the strongest men. The Irish rushed onward with
great impetuosity, and hewed to pieces, and piked the Briti^-h in-

fantry on all sides, and having broken their ranks, they threw
them, into disorder, and pursued them with dreadful carnage;
O'Neill's horse, after a short resistance, routed their cavalry, in

all directions with immense slaughter. Belling and 0*Neill state,

in the Desiderata Curiosa, that the battle continued two hours,

and that Monroe's forces were routed about two hours before

night. Lord Bianey's English regiment made a determined de-
fence, but they were cut to pieces, and he was himself slain. Mon-
roe fled without his coat, hat, or wig, and saved his life only by the
fleelness of his horse; he never halted till he arrived at Lisnagar-
vy, now called Lisburn, about ten miles from the field of battle.

Colonel James Montgomery's resiraent retreated with some regu-
larity, hut the re^t of the British troops fled in total diso.dcr.

the earl of Ormond lost more than the value ofthe

provisions in men, horses, and arms, on that expe-

dition, and it was with dithculty the earl himself es-

caped after he had been wounded.^

O'Neill, (earl of Tyrone), sent despatches to

Lord Conway, accompanied by captain Burke, and about 40 horse-
men, escaped to Newry, having two horses killed under him in his

flight. Great numbers were slaughtered in the pursuit, and it is

stated in Stuart that Heber Mac Mahon, bishop of Clogher, who
was in O'Neill's camp, addressed the army, and entreated them
with great humanity to spare the flying soldiers, and give them
(piarter. Lord Montgomery, together with 21 officers an'l 150
soldiers, were made prisoners ; and it is stated by Lodge and
others, that lord Montgomery was confined for some time in

O'heilly's castle of Cloughoughter, near Cavan. Almost all the
accounts agree as to the numbers slain, which they make 3,243,
wiio fell on the field of battle, but great numbers were killed during
the pursuit that evening and the following day, and raanv were
drowned in their flight across the Blackwater; and it is stated by
colonel O'NeiU, in the Desiderata, that 4,000 of the British forces

were slain in this battle. O'Neill lost at Benburb only the very
snmll number of seventy men killed, and 200 wounded; on the
side of O'Neill the officers killed were colonel Manus O'Donnell,
the son of Niall Garv, and the cornet, or standard-bearer of colo-

nel Miles O'Reilly's cavalry ; colonels Phelim Mac Tuahal O'Neill
and Richard O'Ferrall were wounded. It is stated in the Deside-
rata, that the day after the battle O'Neill ordered the bodies of
lord Blaney and captain Hamilton to be buried with due ceremo-
nies in the church of Benburb. By this great victory the Irish

got immer.se booty, consisting of all the arms and ammunition of

the enemy, with their 7 pieces of artillery, a vast quantity of pro-

visitms enough to supply the entire army for two months, 1500
draft-horses, all the tents and baggage, and 32 colours.

O'Neill continued to carry on the war till 1049, when Cromwell
arrived in Ireland, but while making preparations to meet that

fierce invader, he fell sick and di^d, and alter his death tiie Irish

had no commander able to cope with Cromwell. O'Neill is tradi-

tionally said to have taken some disease in his limbs, which after

some time caused his death, in consequence oi' having danced in a
pair of poisoned boots presented to him by a lady of the Coote fa-

mily, at a ball in Derry, to which he was invited iiy the Cromwel-
lian general, sir Charles Coote, in lfi4i) ; but it is stated in the
Desiderata Curiosa, that he was poisoned by a pair of russet boots

presented to him by one of the Plunketts of Louth, who boasted
that he did the English a good service in di>patching O'NeiU out
of the world. O'Neill fell sick at Derry, and it is stated by Mat-
thew O'Conor, in his History of the Irish Catholics, that the poi-

soned boots produced a defluxion in his knees, and that he was
obliged to be carried in a litter. Owen Roe came to Cavan in

October, 1049, and spent some time with his relative, colonel Phi-
lip O'Reilly of Baliinacargy castle, and was also a short time at
another castle of the O'Reillys at Druml;olme,near Ballyhays, but
he was afterwards removed to Clonghoughter, a strong castle of
the O'Reillys, situated in an island in Loughoughter, between Ca-
van and Kilieshandra, as a place of greater safety from the Crom-
wellians ; he died here soon after, on St. Leonard's Day, the (ith of
November, 1649, about the oUth year of his age. It is stated by
Carte, in his Life of the Duke of Ormond, and in the Desiderata,

that he was buried in the abbey of Cavan, tlmugh it is traditionally

believed that he was interred in the old abbey of Trinity Island,

situated in one of the lakes of Loughoughter, and about two mUes
from Clonghoughter castle, but in either place no memorial marks
the urave of the gallant O'Neill The memory of the renowned
Engan Ruadh was long celebrated by the Irish Bards, and to this

day his name is highly revered in the traditions of the people
Owen Roe was married to Rosa, the daughter of O'Dogherty, chief
of Inisowen , she died at Brussels in UiOO, and was buried in the
Irish Franciscan monastery at Louvaiu, wheie a monument was
erected to her memory, the inscription on which is given in the
Supplement to de Burgo's Hi'ienn'a Dominicana.

3. Batth'S in Lc'tx.—On ihe death of tlie ceiefcratsd chieftain
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Leinster in the firstmonthofthe hai-vest of this year,

requesting Redmond Burke, Anthony O'Moore,

and captain Tyrrell, to leave the guarding of Leins-

ter withtheirothercoUeaguesin war,and themselves

to go to make captures, and to bring into their

alliance some of the people of the countries who

were opposed to them, by persuasion or by force,

and he also commanded them to go into Munster,

at the request of the sons of Thomas Roe, the son

of James, son of John, son of the earl (of Des-

mond) ; after these gentlemen we have mentioned

read the despatches, they proceeded with all the

force and aid they could muster into Ossory, and

all the people of that country came to them spon-

taneously, except Mac Gillpatrick, namely, Fingin

(Florence), the son of Bryan, son of Florence;

theyafterwards proceeded to the northern end ofthe

Slieve Bloom mountains, in order to get the Irish

of Ormond and of VVestmeath to join them in alli-

ance, namely, O'Mulloy, and Conal, the son of

Cahir ; Mac Coghlan, i. e. John Oge, the son of

John, son of Art, son of Cormac, and O'Carroll,

namely, Calvach, the son of William Odhar, son of

Ferganainm, son of Maolroona; although these

chiefs had been for some time acting in behalf of

the sovereign, they were better pleased to receive

peace from those leaders who were traversing

every country, and having made peace with them,

they directed their course into the two Ormonds,

and it was not peace or friendship they demanded
from them, but to plunder them forthwith, on ac-

count of their enmity against the earl of Ormond,
and they took five castles ofthe towns of Ormond

;

of those was Druim Aidhneach (the castle of

Rory O'Moore, lord of Leix, of whom an account has been given
at jt. 497, in the notes, his son Anthony was brought up by his

friend Fiacha Mac Hugh O'Bynie, chief of Wiclilow, and when of
age he assumed the title of lord of Leix, and attempted to recover
from the English that principality, which had been possessed by
his ancestors ; and, as recorded in the Annals in the year 1596, at

p. (il2, he slew Cosby of Stradbally, in the Queen's county, one of
the chief English possessors who was located on the lands of his

ancestors. This chief is erroneously called by Mac Geoghegan,
Cox, and others, Owney, or Owen Mac Rory O'Moore, his name
in Irish being Uaithne, that is Anthony , and not Owen, which in

Irish is Eogan. Mac Geoghegan and others state, that, in 1597,
Warhara St. Leger, then governor of Leinster, marched his forces
into Leix, or Queen's county, but being encountered by O'Moore,
and his allies the O'Bymes, O'Tooles, 0'Cavenaghs,and O'Conors,
they had a severe engagement, in which the English forces were
defeated, and 500 of them left deaden the field of battle. In 1598,
as above recorded in the Annals, many other engagements took
place in Leix, between tlie O'Moores and the English ; and Mac
Geoghegan mentions that Bryan Riavach O'Moore, another valiant

Dromineer, in the barony of Lower Ormond,

county of Tipperary), on the banks of the Shan-

non, which Redmond Burke held in his possession

for the purpose of maintaining and supporting the

war of Clanrickard by it. They remained for two

or three weeks encamped in that country, during

which time preys were brought to their camp

from the eastern side of the river Suir (in Kilken-

ny), and from Clanwilliani (in Tipperary), and their

Irish neighbours were coming to hold conferences

with them, and uniting with them in alliance ; of

those were O'Dwyer of Kilnamanagh (in Tippera-

i-y), namely, Dermod, the son of Anthony, son of

Philip ; the sons ofMac Brien of Cuanach (barony

of Coonagh, in Limerick), namely, the sons of

Murtogh, son of Torlogh, son of Murtogh ; the

O'Ryans, along with Conor-na-Mainge, the son

of William Caoch, son of Dermod O'Maollriain

(O'Mulrv'an, or O'Ryan), and the Siol Briain Oge

of Duithche Ara (the Mac I-Briens of Arra, in

Tipperary). After these Irish had joined in

alliance and friendship with the people of O'Neill,

and had united all countries through which they

passed in league with them, they prepared to march,

with the risings out of those countries, into the

territory of the Geraldines, at the instigation of

the sons of Thomas Roe (Fitzgerald), the son of

the earl (of Desmond). In the first instance

they proceeded into the county of Limerick ; the

president (of Munster), sir Thomas Norris, was at

that time in Kilmallock, and understanding that

he was not prepared to fight against the Irish par-

ties, he went to Cork to avoid them ; they then

proceeded across the river Mague, westward into

chieftain, at the head of his clans, and 1500 allies sentto his assis-

tance by Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, besieged Portleix, now
called Maryborough, in the Queen's county, which was a fortified

town, and the English had a strong garrison in the fortress. Tho-
mas Butler, earl of Ormond, dispatched three thousand men
against O'Moore, commanded by his nephew, James Butler, but

they were defeated in various coniiicts; and, according to Mac
Geoghegan, 1500 of them, together with their commander, were

slain; but the valiant Bryan O'Moore died soon after of his

wounds, and Anthony O'Moore succeeded as commander. Tlie

auxiliaries sent by O'Neill to O'Moore were commanded by Red-
mond Burke of Gahvay, and captain Richard Tyrrell. Port Leix

was taken by the Irish, and, as above mentioned in the Aimals, the

earl of Ormond's forces were defeated with great slaughter, and

he himself was wounded ; O'Moore and his allies obtained a great

immber of horses, with arms, armour, and provisions, on that occa-

sion. A further account ofthe exploits ofAnthony O'Moore is given in

the Annals, at the year 1599, in which he gained a great victory

over the English, under the earl of Essex, in Leix, at a place called

the Pass of Plumes.
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the Connelloes (in Limerick), to the borders of

Slieve Luachra (Slieve Logher, in the barony of

XIII. Ancient History of Fermanagh.—Thefollowineraceonnt
of tlie Ma^uires,and oilier oliiefs and clans of Fenuanasb, is now,
for the first time, translated from the Irisli original, a valuable

MS. in the possession of Mr. Geraghty, the publisher of these

Annals ; and which is considered to have been compiled towards
the middle of the 18th century, about .\. D. 1740, from the old

books of tlie O'Clerys of Donegal, by James Magnire, a learned
writer, a native of Fermanagh. The tract chiefly refers to Fer-
inanasb, with a short account of the Mac Mabons of Moi.agban,
and contains much interestini information connected with the
ancient ecclesiastical history of Fermanagh, and some accotmt of
Lough Derg, and of St. Patrick ; of the old traditions, manners,
and customs of Ihe people, the laws of Tanistry and Urebonism,
of tlie ancient tenures and the rents :tnd tributes of the chiefs of the

Maffuires, lords of Fermanagh ; of the various tribes and clans who
possessed the country ; of the Termons, or church lands, &c. ; and
gives a picture of the manners and customs of the people of Fer-

inanagh, at a remote period, namely, in the 14th century, or about
470 years from the present time. Donn More Maguire, lord of Fer-
managh, mentioned in this tract, was probably the same chief
recorded in (he 14th century, at .\. D. 1371, in these .-Vnnals. An
account of Fermanagh, in ancient times, and of the .Maguires, Mac
Afahons, and other head chiefs of the Orgiellians, or race of Clan
Colla, in Ulster, and of their various tribes and clans, has been
already given at pp. 2, 78, 417, 602 to 609, in thenoteson Orgiall,

Fermanagh, and \Ionaghan. The passages included in parenthe-
sis, in the following translation, are not in the original, but are

additiDns necessary to elucidate the text ; the tract commences as

follows

:

Fro.n Manns and Giollaisa, the sons of Don More, son of Rannall
Mac Uidhir, the .Maguires of Fermanagh have derived the name

;

he was the son of Searraidh, son of Oirgialla, son of Uidhir, son

of Searraidb. son of C)irgialla, son of Uidhir {from this Uidhir they

took the trilie name of .Mac Uidhir, or Mac Guire), son of Ccar-
nach, son of Liighan, son of lorgallacb ; and Nadhaile, who con-

secrated Cill Nadliaille, was the person who baptised Lugban,the
son of lorgallacb, son of Eigniach, son of Cormac, son of Fergus,

son of Aodh, son of Cormac, son of Cairbre-Daimhairgid. (Saint

Naal, or .\ataiis. above nientioned, was a native of Fermanagh,
and accounts of him are given by Colgan and Lanitran ; he was
abbot of Devenisb, in the 6lh century, and founded the church of

Kilnaile, now Kinawley, a parish in the diocese of Kilmore, partly

in Cavan and partly in Fermanagh.) It was in the lime of that

Cormac, that he himself, and his brother Nadhsluash, divided the

territory of Oririall between them, viz-, from Fionnghlais, in which
bishop Eogan was in the habit of bathing, contiguous to Cluain-

eois (Clones, in Monaghan) to Leac-na-Narra, on the north (now
Lack, a town in the north-east of Fermanagh), and from Cara-

Leadna to the vrate of Ath-Seanaisrh (Ballyshannon, in Donegal),

on the western side of the river Erne. Other and more ancient

authorities state that this division comprised from Inis-Sairaer to

Drobhais (from Ballyshannon to Bundrowis, in Leitrim), west-
ward, and across from Sgeitheog-an Phreuchain (the crow's bush,

now probably Skef)g, in Fermanagh), to Beul-.\tha-na-Meird-

reach, westward, and as far as Lios-na-d Tore (signifying the fort

of the swine, probably Lisnedorc, in Fermanagh), at which
those two brolbers, namely, Cormac and Nadsluagli, had many
fea'.ts, so that it was from the great number of swine slauiiblered

there this plnce derived its name ; and from that same Lios to

Bragbaid-na-Caoile (probably Glenkeel, in Fermanaeh). If you

wish to be informed why it was called Braghaid-na-Caoile, it is

as follows : .\n extraordinary monstrous serpent, called the Caol

(Caol signifies long or slender, and might be applied to an animal

like a serpent), was in the habit of passing its time in the

followintr maimer: it came lo Fionnloiigh every mornintr, where it

remained during the day, till the beginninir of nijzlit, and then

proceeded lo (jleann-na-Caoile (Glenkeel, near Louch Erne, on the

western side, towards Leitrim), and it is stated that it consumed
a great deal of the produce of that locality for a long period, until

the religious champion of God, St. Patrick, came to Ireland, and

Trughenackmy, county of Kerry), and of Glen
Corbraighe (Glyn in Limerick). James, the son of

having received intelligence of this monster, he went in the most
direct way to Fionnloch, where the serpent was at the time
on the island in the lake ; and it immediately took to the water,
with its devouring mouth opened, and set the lake into a commo-
tion of boisterous waves ; after which it gave its body a very
strong bend, and rose into the clouds of the air and the shades of
the firmament, so that no one knew where it had gone for a Ion"
time, until at length they perceived it in the shape of a hideous
monster, directing its course towards the lake, and it dashed itself
into its deep waters, in the presence of all the beholders, so that
the bottom of the lake was raised to its surface; and the monster
continued sweeping through the lake, and finally directed its

course to the shore, near which it opened its capacious mouth, and
cast forth its intenial poisonous matter, resembling a shower of
hailstones, over the lake, but chiefly in the direction where the
saint and his clergy stood, so that the clergy became greatly ter-
rified at the monstrous serpent. St. Patrick, perceiving this,

circumscribed tlie ground wilb the sign of the cross, about himself
and the clergy, and invoked the Almighty God to defend them
against the poison of the serpent. The monster having then ad-
vanced to the land, with its jaws expanded, intent on devourino-
the clergy, the saint and his clergy went on their knees, and
prayed fervently that the poison of the serpent might pass them
for that time ; and St. Patrick having cast liis crozier at the ser-
pent, which struck and pierced its breast, and thiough the miracles
of God and St. Patrick, the serpent turned its back to them, and
proceeded through the lake in their presence, while, at the same
time, its blnod flowed so profusely that it turned all the water of
the lake red, from one side to the olher, and it resembled
any other blood. After that St. Patrick said that Fionnloch would
be called Loch-Dearg, from thcnceforlh to the day of judgment •

and the name of God and of St. Patrick was magnified through
that miracle. (Fionnloch signifies the white or fair lake, and was
the ancient name of the celebrated Lough Ders, on the borders of
Donegal and Fermanagh ; but, from this monstrous serpent being
killed there, according to the above account, it got the name
Lough Derg, which signifies Ihe red lake). Thus had Fermanagh
and the country of .Monaghan been divided between those two
princes presumptive, namely, Cormac, from whom are descend-
ed the Siol Uidhir (Ibe tribe of the Maguires), and Nadsluagh,
from whom descended the Mahonians (.Mac Mabons of Monaghan),
and the other tribes which sprung from them respectively. This
division has ever since been continued, down to the time of Manus
Maguire, so that it hos not been recorded that any prince has been
nominated over Orgiall since the time of Manus, but a Maguire
ruling over Fermanagh, and a Mac Malion over Orgiall (i. c. Mo-
naghan), which was a rare circumstance in Ireland at that time;
for it was customary to call every man over a territory or district

of land, or a chief of a country in Ireland, a prince ; and the lawful
heirs were elected by upright men among the laiiy and clergy in

every province and in every country of Ireland, and such had been
the form of nominating a head chief for ages, till the time in which
those two sons of Donn More, the son of Raghnall, whom we have
above mentioned, namely, Manus and Giolla losa, governed con-
jointly over this country of Fennanauh. From this Gitlaisa des-
cended all the princes of Fermanagh, and from Manus sprung the
Clan Manus of Seanaidh (Mac Manuses of Fermanaeh) in every
place they dwell. .As it is my object to give an account of the heirs,

and of thedislinct history of those princely chiefs, in regular suc-
cession from their ancestors, I shall not touch on the general his-

tory of the clans of Colla, or of any of the other large possessions

which they had in any other country, which they had gained by
conquest in Ireland, in the time of the high kings, but shall merely
confine myself to that small portion of it relating to Fermanagh
and the county of Monaghan ; an enumeration of the termons of
the country ; of the chiefs of districts, from the time of Nadsluagh
till the present time of the sons of Donn; of the life and death
of Manus, son of Donn More ; and of the rule and government of
Giolla losa, during the lifetime and after the death of his brother,
namely, the same Manus. The following were the chiefs of dis-

4 M
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Thomas Roe (Fitzgerald), came to them in the Con-

nelloes on that occasion, and John, the second of the

tricts at that time in the country, namely, O'Maolruanaidh, from
H-hom are descended the Clan O'Mulroona, in Uachtar Tire (the
upper country); Mac Donnell of Clan Kelly ; the Clan Mac Uin-
sioniiain of Tir Kennedy and Fearan Oireaehta ; O'Muldoon of
Lurg ; O'Flanagan of Tura; Mac Gilfinnen of Muinter Fodocain

;

and Giolla Coimhde of Bally Mac GioUa Coimdhe. The follow-
ing are the heads of ecclesiastical termons, namely, the three Cow-
ans of Drom Uilche ; O'Corragain of the chapel of Machaire Mil-
ioch ; O'Coigle (O'Quigley) of Clan Tibhrinn ; Mac I-Maolchuill of
Gabhail Sin, and also O'Donagan ; Muintir Cairbre and Clan
Mac Sgoloige of Aghalurcher; Muintir Olltachain (O'Dunlevy)
ofAghavea; O'Luinin, O'Breslen, and Muintir Rhanain (O'Ba-
nans) of Derryvullen ; O'Keenan, and O'Corcoran ofCleenish;
Muinter Murchadha of Sepel-an-Mhuilin (the chapel of the mill)

;

O'TuUy, O'Miothain (O'Meehan), and O'Casey of Devenish
;

O'Cassidy of Bally O'Cassidy ; Clan Mac Antagart of Ballymac-
sagart ; Muintir Conghuile (the O'Connollys) of Ballyconnolly

;

Muintir Troasaidh (the O'Traceys) of Kiltieniey ; the Magraths
of Termon Magrath ; Muintir Leanain (Mac Lennons) of Inis

Muighe Samh (Inishraacsaint)
; O'Fialan (O'Felans) and Magar-

aghans of Bohoe ; O'Felan of Lough Mac Gilliasar, and Muintir
Blathmac of Killassar (parish of Killesher), and of Teampall-an-
Aifrin (mass church); Muintir Droma (O'Droras) of Kinawley in

the diocese of Kilmore; Muintir Gormain (O'Gormans) of Temple
Guirmuin and of Calla-Choil (Callow-hill), and those two chapels
belong to the vicarage of Kinnawley in Barnos ; Muintir Duna-
chain (O'Donegans) of Damhnach and of TulIagh-na-gCaorthan
(TuUykeeran) ; they do not, however, count it as a church, but it

was merely built by the vicar, Mac Murrogh, with the consent of
Maguire, for the convenience of the Clan Connolly, as they were
not sufficiently accommodated at the other parochial churches,
and it was consecrated by the bishops to make it a burial place

;

and also the chapel of Teampul-mhoil-an-ghleanna, which be-
longs to the parochial church of Clones (in Monaghan) ; it is not
right to omit them, namely Muintir Coisigle (Mac Cosglys), viz.,

the termonachs of Derrybrusk. Such was the number of termo-
nachs in Fermanagh, during the time of those sons of Donn More,
the son of Raehnall. With respect to those sons, namely, Manus
and Gillaisa, we shall state a few of their great exploits, and the
manner in which the country was under their rent and tribute
during their time and government ; as also of their heirs to the
present time. Manus, the son of Donn More, while he governed as
prince of Fermanagh, collected his regal rents once in every year,
and he always commenced collecting them at the lower (northern)
part of the county, at Leac-na-nArm, namely, on Rathmore (the
great rath) of Miodhluc ; he would send, on those occasions, for
the chiefs of the country, namely, O'Flanagan of Tiira (in the ba-
rony of Maglieraboy), O'Muldoon of Lurg (barony), and would also
Bend for his brother, i. e. O'Donnell, for they were bornof the same
mother, who had been the queen of O'Neill, and she was also mar-
ried to Donn More (Maguire) after the death of O'Donnell. Manus
kept a house of general hospitality, on the great Rath of Miodh-
luc, where he gave numerous feasts and banquets to those chiefs j

about him during the time he was engaged in collecting that rent
there, and made large presents to the laity, clergy, literary men,
professors, and to all classes of people, for persons of good autho-
rity have stated that there had not been in Ulster, in his time, a
lord who had greater wealth and property than he, particularly
of cows and cattle, herds, horses and flocks, and of every kind of
wealth and property. He usually remained a month at the house
of the Rath, receiving his rents from his head chieftains of the
lower part of Fermanagh ; and at the end of that period, after
taking his leave of those nobles, he proceeded to Bun Abhan of
Termon, to the residence of Magrath (Termon Magrath, in the
parish of Temple Carne, on the borders of Fermanagh and Done-
gal), where he partook of a great banquet, and was in the habit
of remaining a night there. At this place he embarked in one of
the boats or vessels of his fleet, and the second place where he
took up his quarters, to meet the nobles of Uachtar-an-Tire (the
upper or southern part of the county), was at Gabhail Liuin, where

sons ofThomas Roe, was along with themselves on
those expeditions, leading them to the country. The

he kept a house of general hospitality for a month, in like manner.
The chiefs of the country waited on him there, namely, Mac Don-
nell of Clankelly, Mac-ui-Maolruana (O'Mulroona), and all his
other chieftains. He was so much esteemed by the people of his

country, that there was not in Ulster a prince more beloved or
bore a higher reputation with his people, and with every one in

general, than he, during his government. His regal residence v\-as

Part Dubhrain, at Cnoc Ninne (Knockninny), where Nine, the
son of Adamnan, had resided, from whom that hill got its name
(St. Nennidh, abbot of Innismacsaint, in Fermanagh, in the 6th
century). He (Manus) continued after that manner for thirty-five

years, ruling and governing those seven territories of Fermanagh,
as becoming a prince and a lord, without strife or contention
among the laity or clergy during that period ; but as it is usual
in the termination of the government of every chief, he was seized
with great uncommon sickness, and a dangerous disease, which
was called Galar-na-n;\lt (the disease of the joints, i. e. gout or
rheumatism), so that he fell into such a debilitated state and con-
sumption, that he was unable to come to table or to go to bed,

except by being carried by his ovin faithful attendants; and be
continued in that state for three years, consuming by those viru-
lent diseases. When it was made known through the territories

of Fermanagh that his physicians despaired of him, that there was
no hope for a restoration of his health, and that there had not been
a penny of their lord's rents collected from them for a long time
previously, as a frequent borrowing usually ends in a title, they
conceived within their deceitful and malicious minds that their

lord's sons were feeble, young, and incapable of fighting in defence
of their country, and they therefore put on the resolution not to

pay rents to any one, until he himself should come to receive them
in the usual manner. Upon some of his lordship's sincere friends

hearing this, they disclosed it to him, after which he commanded
that his retinue troops, or collectors, should be sent to collect the
rents throughout the country, who immediately set out, and in the
first place proceeded to O'Flanagan, who returned them as answer
that he would not pay rent until he should see the lord, to whom
he might deliver it at his feast, and that they were not better

securities in holding it than himself. When the troops heard this

answer of O'Flanagan, they proceeded to seize on the goods, pro-

perty, cows and cattle, of every description, from all the inhabi-

tants throughout the territory. The O'Flanagans and their clans

pursued them across Slieve-da-Con, and overtook the collec-

tors in the Glaic-JIanchaidh, at a place called Amodhclais-an-
Chairn, and both parties attacked each other, and many were
slain on each side, among whom was O'Flanagan himself, and
many of his people, together with fifteen of the lord's relatives,

and many others who are not recorded, and the peasants and
common people of Tura drove back the cattle while the fight was
carried on. Those who survived the conflict conveyed tidings to

the prhice of Fermanagh, concerning all that had happened, from
the beginning to the end, and all that were slain there ; he was
also informed of the fifteen of his own relatives who were killed,

and Manus Maguire was very much grieved at that. He then
sent for his chief counsellors, namely, the ecclesiastics of his

country and household, his historians and physicians, and the

leading men of the county, such of them as were near him, with
whom he sat in consultation and council ; after having revealed to

them the disobedience of O'Flanagan, the slaying of his people,

and all the evils which resulted therefrom, he asked those great

nobles, both lay and ecclesiastical, what resolution they should

come to concerning that affair? O'Breslin answered and said,

"You, my lord, have here assembled the greater portion of the

chiefs of your country, such as we consider to be loyal to you, in

the absence of the chiefs of the lower part of the country, and it is

as likely that O'Muldoon, and the other clans of his tribe, will go
in opposition to you, as O'Flanagan has already done ; and, there-

fore, let a private council be held here of these nobles present, both
lay and ecclesiastical, and let them consult on the matter, and
determine what Eric (fine) should be decided on for the death of

your people, for it is disloyalty you have experienced respecting
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Gamhnach (full-grown heifer or milch cow), the

Bo-ionlaogha (cow in calf), were given for six-

your own lawful rents." (The O'Breslins were chief Brehons to

the Ma<3;uires). This proposition of O'BrcsUn was approved of by
all, and those nobles sat in private council, and the decision they

came to was, that no reparative eric should be given from either

party to the other, because there were many slain on both sides,

and particularly as O'Flanagan himself had fallen, so that such as

were living should live, and let the dead rest ; and they requested

O'BresIin to deliver this decision, after which they proceeded to

the presence of the prince of Fermanagh, to the bedside in which
he lay. " Well, noble chiefs," said he, " how have you decided

that case?" O'BresIin answered and said: " Wliatsoevcr we
might do concerning all that has happened, we cannot forgive the

shedding of blood, or the death of those people ; but, should it

seem pleasing to you, the decision we have come to is, that no

eric be demanded for your people, or for the fifteen men who wt;re

slain from you, and more especially as tiie loss to Tura, by the

death of O'Flanagan, is a sufticient reparation ; we have therefore

freed them from you, but to receive your regal rents from them
henceforth." ^' That is not a just judgment you deliver, O'Bres-
Iin, for you are inclined to favour O'Flanagan, because you your-

self and your ancestors before you are from Fanaid (in Donegal),

and I accuse you, on the spot, that you have given a false judg-

ment, for it is certain that every subject should yield obedience to

his lord, anil pay him his lawful rights, and as he (O'Flanagan)

had not yielded submission or obedience to his lord, by not giving

me my right, it is therefore just they should give me an eric for

the death of my people, as tliey shall yet do." After that those

high nobles were entertained with feasts and banquets, at the regal

fortress of Dobhran (Piirt Uobhran), for three days and three

nights; then, havhig taken leave of the prince of Fermanagh, they

departed for tlieir respective homes. After those nobles had de-

parted, Manus (Maguire, prince of Fermanagh) sent privately for

O'Luiuiim and O'Cassidy ; and, on their arrival, he lirought tliem

to his bedside, and he asked them their opinion of the vario:is

arguments used by those nobles in behalf of O'Flanagan. " What I

infer, my lord," said O'Luininn, " is that you feel the wantof your
health, and the incurable disease which affects you; and that

this encouraged them to do what they have done, as is evident to

yourself and to every other person of understanding, for they have
never risen, by day or night, in opposition to you, while you en-

joyed your health, nor since you have assumed tlie rank of your

ancestors." " O'Luininn," said Manus, " and be it known to you,

although those chiefs of Fermanagh may think to the contrary,

that I have at present an efficient heir, through whom this county

shall be governed unto the seventh generation after me; and

were I in my health, as I was three years ago, I would make
public examples of those that would be manifest to the neighbour-

ing countries; but, since I am not so, glory be to God, I have a

successor, a rightful heir, to subdue those chiefs of Fermanagh,

and who will not receive O'Breslin's judgment, without getting an

eric, and this person is my brother Giollaiosa Maguire; and, O'Lui-

ninn, write thou letters to ray brother up to Brefney, and it is after

this manner you shall write them, viz., let him come to me without

delay to this place, and immediately despatch my own messenger

with these letters to inform him of the disobedience of the chiefs

of Fermanagh." O'Luininn and O'Cassidy retired to write these

letters as they were directed, and after having written tlicm tliey

returned to their lord, and having read tlieni, he was pleased with

the manner in which they had Iieen done, and his hand was obliged

to be held while he was signing his name to them, because his hand

shook. After that two of his couriers were called to him, and

havinn" given them gold and silver for their travelling expenses, they

proceeded in the shortest direction through every place after

leavin*^ the regal household, partaking offcasts and banquets, and

reioicing in mirth and pleasures in each other's company ; and

nothing remarkable is recorded of the journey of those messengers

until they arrived at the house of O'Reilly in Brefney (co. of

Cavan), where Gillaisa Maguire was then staying, namely, the

heir to the principality of Fermanagh, and they delivered to him

those letters of his brother; he took the letters and read them,

pence ; the Lair-groigheadh (brood-mare), was

given for three pence, and the very best hog for a

and no sooner had he comprehended their purport, than his coun-
tenance became greatly altered, and a redness pervaded all round
his eyes and eye-balls, so that the entire of the household of his

grandfather trembled and became alarmed at the change which
came over him from the tidings which he received. He then
called to him his guards and attendants, and commanded tiiem to

make ready their horses, and having taken his arms, he quickly

buckled them on. After that his grandfather, namely, the prince

of Brefney, came to him and asked what were the tidings he re-

ceived, through which his countenance and whole frame had
undergone so great a change. '* My beloved father," said he,
" that I cannot tell you, and since I cannot, read these letters

yourself, and you will learn all the information I am possessed of."

The prince of Brefney having then read these letters, said it was a
melancholy circumstance to which his own people had reduced
the prince of Fermanagh, deprived as lie was of the use of

his feet, and the power of his iiands, " and it is evident that such is

his condition, when the chiefs of Fermanagh dared to attempt or

evince a disposition to set themselves in opposition to iiim, for it

is certain that in my time there was not a prince in Ulster who
would attempt to keep from him his own rights, not even if he
were somewhat in the wrong. I do not, however, consider that

of any importance, but I am surprised, and it will be greatly won-
dered at by all persons, and by the lords of Ireland, that any
chiefs should be so presumptuous as to set themselves in opposition

to their lord, for merely demanding ids own rents from them."
After that the entire of the regal household, but particularly the

messengers, were entertained with banquets, and all were happy
and merry ; after which Gillaisa (Maguire), rose up and went on
his knees before his grandfather, and asked liis blessing, which he
heartily gave him ; he then proceeded in the most direct way,
and nothing is recorded of his journey until he arrived at the regal

fortress of his brotlier, namely. Part Dubhrain, and all tlie mem-
bers of the princely household went to meet and receive him, and
kissed him in the most cordial and friendly manner. The nies;-en-

gers went to tlieir lord, and they told him that Gillaisa had arri-

ved ;
" bring me," said he, " my garments until I am carried forth

amongst the household to receive him ;" his faithful military offi-

cers surrounded him and carried him amongst his household, and
Giollaisa rose up to meet him, and they cordially and affectionately

kissed each other, and then sat together; and viands of the most
delicious description and of the b'^st flavoured drinks were supplied,

so that all the nobles and common people of that princely fortress,

were merry and happy. After that Manus spoke and said, '* My
brother, your coming is a great source of restoring my faculties and
health, and I think, that should more of your kind come to me, it

would be the means of completely restoring my healih." After

this, tables of various colours of the regal fortress were laid out,

on which were placed the choicest viands ; when it was time for

them to go to sleep, Manus ordered that a bed should be prepared
for Giollaisa in his own sleeping chamber, in order that tliey might
hold a consultation with each other, which was accordingly done,

and they remained so together till the following morning, when
Manus spoke and said—" My brother, Giollaisa, you have already

heard how those chiefs of Fermanagh have rebelled against me,
and the evils arising therefrom, viz., the slayhig of fifteen of my
dearest friends in that commotion, and my rents unpaid for a length

of time, and the reason I have sent for you, though independently

we are glad to see you, is that you may take revenge for thedeath

of my people, and to get an eric for them, and also that you may
bring me my rents despite of those chieftains." " Jt is certain, bro-

ther," said Giollaisa, " tiiat all things you require shall be done in

that affair, I am prepared todo your will." " Ifso" said Manus, "my
advice to you is not to delay on to-morrow morning until you go to

Slieve-da-Chon, viz., a mountain which lies on the borders of this

territory and of Brefney O'Rourke (Leitrim) ; and, brother, it is

essentially necessary for you to know and be informed of the boun-
daries of tliis territory of Fermanagh, all around it in every direc-

tion, as I am old and incapable of looking after it to govern it

efficiently, and therefore you are more likely to enjoy all the emolu-

4 M 2
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penny, and these bargains were proclaimed and

offered at every camp in which they had been.

merits due to me from the country, than myself; and it will be also

necessary for you frequently to seek for information of those from

whom you may expect to obtain it, and to get acquainted with the

ancient venerable names of those places, such as that Slieve-da-

Chon, for it was from two hounds belonniuR to Fionn (Mac Cumh-

aill), which were lost on that mountain by some demonism or

enchantment it derived the name of Slievc-da-Chon (tlie Mountain

of the Two Hounds); it was formerly called Glean Caoin, until

Fionn imposed this name on it, after he had lost his two hounds

by the- enchantment of the sons of Lir, and therefore be thou

guided by the instruction of the wise man who composed this

verse, viz. :

—

' If thou be inquisitive thou wilt he instructed
;

Intelliffent in various branches of learning;

The lisht to a question is to propose it.

The door to knowledge is to enquire after it.'

You should not, therefore, lose sight of, or neglect to be guided by,

these precepts, and make no delay now until you go to the resi-

dence of my brother at Ballyshannon, namely, the house of O'Don-

nell, and inform bim of the disobedience of O'Flanagan, and not of

O'Flanagan alone, but of the other chiefs, as I am informed by my
officers who are demanding the rents from them, and tell him like-

wise of the death of fifteen of my people who were slain by O'Fla-

nagan, for they were known to himself both here and below ; lie

win then send for O'Gallagher, O'Boyle, and the three Mac
Sweeneys, and for all the other constables in his pay, and bring

thou witli thee a sufficient force of them to Glen-da-Chon,

where I have seven chiefs. Give a milch cow or heifer to

each man before you ask them for a day's service, and also to each

constable proportionately until they are satisfied, and let them-

selves send persons to drive them toTirconnell. After that, march

with those forces, and do not leave a chief or constable in the lower

part of Fermanagh, that you will not bring me here hand-cuifed

or bound in chains." After that their horses were equipped for

GioUaisa and the small force which accompanied him, and Manns

said, "May you enjoy those accoutrements, and may it be at a lucky

hour and time you have put them on ;" and he then commanded

the cavalry to carry with them the clioicest liquors for the jour-

ney, and when they were ready and prepared, they took their

leave and proceeded on their march, of wl;ich notbini; is recorded

until they arrived at Ballyshannon. When O'Donnell heard that

GioUaisa Maguire with his cavalry had arrived on the lawn out-

side, he went out to meet and receive them, and having kissed

GioUaisa in a most affectionate manner, he brought him in with

him to his hall, and the sweetest meats and the best flavoured

liquors were served to them, and they so spent tlieir time till the

usual hour for dinner, which was then served hi, which they took

in cheerfulness and friendship together, and continued to enjoy

themselves till sleeping time. O'Donnell himself went then with

GioUaisa Maguire to his bedchamber, and they were followed

thither by the servants with sweet and delicious mead. GioUaisa

then spoke to O'Donnell, and told bim of the disloyalty of the

chiefs of Fermanagh towards his brother, and how fifteen of his

people were slain by O'Flanagan. O'Donnell asked," Who are those

of my hrotlier'a houseliold who have been slain?" GioUaisa told

him all their names. " By the Cfithiich under which the people of

Tirconnell conquer," said t)'DonneU, " that opposition to my brother,

and the slaying of his people by the chiefs of Fermanagh, will not

go unpunished with them ; many a day and night 1 have spent

amongst that household, and with those fifteen of them who have

been slain, and I am certain, there is not a lord in Ulster but each

of them individually would liave been to him a full worthy cham-
pion, and leader in battle, for I have been acquainted with them
from my infancy." Then GioUaisa communicated to O'Donnell

every message which his brother had sent to him, who answered
and said, that he himself, and all those who would join liim, should

go to take revenge on those chiefs of Fermanagh, for the evil deeds
they Iiad committed in the opposition tliey had given to their lord,

and after O'Donnell had delivered these sayings, he seat messen-

When the earl of Ormond received intelligence of

the military progress of those warlike parties, he

gers to O'Boyle, O'Gallagher, and the three Mac Sweeneys, re-

questing their attendance at Ballyshannon with all their forces
;

those forces without delay marched to Ballyshannon, and having

all assembled tbere, tlieir number amounted to seven hundred men
armed in armour, and prepared for battle. "O'Donnell," said Giol-

laisa, " I will now command these brave forces, and it is meet to

confer on them some mark of comniendation, as their services are

at present reiiuired," after which he himself and O'Donnell went a

second time to review them, and GioUaisa, inthemidst of those forces

said in a loud , d is tine t and clear-toned voice,"Come witli nie now, my
brave men, in a lucky hour and periuil, hut I shall not, at the same
time, ask one day or night of your service, until I give you before

hand the value of your services, previous to your going to perform

them." After tha t O'Donnell said, " March my brave forces on those

pledges of the son of the prince of Fermanagh, with my blessings,

and be it known to you, that my instructions to you are, to obey

every command which GioUaisa Maguire shall deliver you, until

you return again, in a similar manner as you would concerning me
were I in thepredicainent of being expelled from 'i'irconnell." Then
the constables or leaders of those forces said—" Beloved son of

Don Maguire, be not afraid or in dread that we shall not be truly

faithful to thee, for we shall give you an oath that we will l)e as

faithful to thee as we should have been to O'Donnell, while weare
enc-aged with you in this expedition." After that they proceeded

with one accord and unanimity in a lucky hour and period to Leic-

na-narm, and did not halt until they arrived at slieve-da-Chon,

where Manus's flocks and cattle were in the care of his own herds,

and GioUaisa ordered them to collect those cattle together, which

was accordingly done, and GioUaisa then gave a cow to each of

the seven hundred forces which were along with him, and those

leading chiefs sent drivers with them to their own estates in

Tirconnell, after wliieh he himself (GioUaisa), and those forces

marched forward through Tura, so that there was no head of a bouse

in that territory but was sent bound in chains to Piirt-Dobhran
;

and he told the party which accompanied them thither to tell his

brother to exact from those whatever Eric would seem profier to

himself, as Krics for the death of his people, and the rebellious op-

position they had given him, " And tell bim," said he, "that I am
gone to the territory of Lurg, where his o1 her rebellious opponents

are." The prisoners of Tura were then sent off in the custody of the

guards, and he himself and his forces marched along until they

arrived in Tuatb-Luirg (now the barony of Lurg), and they en-

camped for that night at tbe top of Glen-Dorcha (the Dark Vale),

in the land called Srath-na-ilTarbh-anrailh (tbe Marsh of the

Contending Bulls), from the fight of two bulls which were in

Ulster, namely, the Donn CiwUgne and the Finjibhenniich; the

Donn Cuailgnewas so called from being of a dun or brown colour,

and from being calved in Cuailgne (a large district in Louth and

Armagh); the Finnbheanach had horns wliiler than the snow of

one night's fall, and was called the Finnbheanach (or White-horned)

of Moy Ith, and from these circumstances tbey v^-ere called those

two names, namely, the Finnbheanach and the Donn Cuailgne ; and

it is read in the historical composition entitled Tain~Bo-CunUgne
(or the Cattle prey of Cuailgne), that it was from the conflict of

tbose two bulls in Srath-na-dTarlih, it derived the name of Srath-

na-dXarbh, and every other name in Ireland which lias been so

derived, is universally called Tarbh. The cause why Glen Dor-
clia is BO called, is, that on a certain day Fionn, accompanied by

many others of the Fenians, went to hunt in it, the glen became so

dark they could not perceive the nearest hill or valley to them
during their stay in it, and it was on this occasion Fionn composed
the prophetic poem, of which the following is the first verse :

—

" Gleann-Dorcha, though dark and gloomy.

It's hills are more pleasant than those of other tribes;

A glen of oak forests frequented by black birds,

It's inhabitants learned, of good figure, and fair."

This, however, is no place to give that poem, and we will not here

dwell on it, but shall treat of the heir to the principality of Ker-

maiiagh and his forces. After having remained on the foremen-
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proceeded with his horse and foot forces in pursuit of

them to the county of Limerick, and he sent word

tinned Srath-na-dTarhh, they sent forth parties in every direction

from tJie forces, wlio l)ro:i<rht hack floclo and every description of

cattle from tlie woods and plains of Fernianai;rh, and from tlic

[^leris of Fir-Liiirfr to the camp , liaviii^ slauglitored many of llie:<e,

they cor.structed tents and liuts, in whicli they spent tliat night

in cheerfulness and friendshij). On the morrow o'Miildoon, Ma-
grath, and the chiefs of the country in peneral, came to them,
bringing witli them a variety of all kinds of food and liipiors that

were then generally used in that country ; all those chiefs indivi-

dually welcomed (liollaisa Maguire, and served himself and those

chiefs of Tirenmiell with mead and ale, after which they were
seateil round the heir to the principality of Kermanagit, and were
supplied with delicious palatable meats, and well-flavoured exhi-

lirating potations. Then GioUaisa enquired of O'Muldoon what
cause liad he to rebel against his lord in not giving him Iiis rent

;

O'Muldoon said, tliat it was not tlirotigh disloyalty he had com-
mitted any thing he had done, but because he <lid not see the lord

liimself up to give it to him, " and now we are willing to give you
our rent as the representative of yo?ir brother" "That may be,

O'Muldoon, but I will not lake the rent from you, for I have been

told a great deal of the disloyalty and opposition of this territory

of Lnrg, and particularly of your own, and my advice to you is,

that you yourself now go to Port Dolihrain with that rent, and

make your own excuse to him, for I am not absolved until I purge

you of y'Uir disloyalty, and have promised my brother that I

would not leave a chief of a house or territory after me in Fer-

managh without bringing to him, together with getting their

rents from them willingly or by force ; therefore go thou, O'Mul-
doon, to my brother, ami let ^lag^ath accompany you, for he has

great influence with him, and let him describe the entire state of this

country ;" after that they spent some time drinking, carousing, re-

joicing in ?nerriment and cheerfulness. Giollaisa th(m commanded
the constables to take their arms, told O'Muldoon to redeem his

pledge and w-ord, and he himself and those forces, after taking

their leave of the chiefs of Lurg, marched into the territory of

Tir-Ceannfhada (barony of Tirkennedy), which was then inhabited

by the Clan Mae Uinsionnain (now Mac Gulsenan), and l)y Ihe

other tribes which were then along with them, such as the O'lJuibh-

ins (O'Devines), O'Segdananns, and Clan Mac-an-Uisgc (Waters),

and many other tribes which are not here mentioned. They halted

on the hill which is called Craobh-Ui-Fhuadachain, where
dwelt Muintir Fhuadachain, from which he sent word and

messages to the chiefs of the country, and ordered them to

meet him on the same Creeve. O'Seaghdhannan and O'Fuadachan
entertained liim that night with the choicest meats and all sorts of

liquors, until the rising of the sun on the morrow, when the head

chiefs of tliat country congregated to them, and Giollaisa enquired

of them if they had brought the rents due liy them along with

them ? Tliey said, " that they had it not at present, although

their not having it on that day, did not make them the less willing

to pay it." Giollaisa then ordered them to make .Mac Uinsionan pri-

soner, and all those present of his name, upon wdiieh they were

immediately taken ]irisoners, and Giollaisa Maguire said, " I will

teach you that you shall be no longer disobedient in paying your

rent every time you ought to pay it, and you shall see every place

and spot in which you have done injustice to my brother, respecting

his own lawful rents, and be it known to you, that I shall yet dis-

close to you all your evil doings." He, however, bound them by a

pledge to meet him on a certain day agreed upon between them
there, at Purt Dohhrain, and he then set them at liberty. As to

Giollaisa himself, he did not halt or stop until he v/ent the circuit

of those seven territories of Fermanagh, and did not leave a chief of

a territory in it that he did not bind by either hand or foot, until he

came before his brother at Cnoc Ninne (Knockninny), after having
hrougijt tiiosr under subjection at the top of the spear and sword,

and in that manner he himself and his enforcing officers, together

witli his constables, followed them to Purt Doldiraiii, where he

found those prisoners before hiin. He immediately went before

his brother, and Manns welcomed hira ; and Giollaisa said, " what
has induced you, brother, to retain those prisoners I have sent you,

to Cork, requesting tlie president to come to meet
him at Kihnallock. When the Irish forces who

80 long in confineraent without receiving your rents from them, or

why not do in time everything they must have at length done to

give satisfaction in every evil deed they have committed against
you ?" Manus answered and said, " brother, it must be known to
you and all persons, that during tbe time 1 liave been keeping my
bed, I have been incapable of transacting business, and as 1 am
not on terms with those chiefs of Fermanagh, I did not permit
them into my presence until you yourselt should come to them,
find now whatever restitution you yourself shall be pleased to exact
from them, I shall besatislied with it." After thatGiollaisawent
among tlie household and called the stewards, and told tiiem to

.serve and attend diligently those nobles of Tireonnell, wdiile they
should remain in the fortress. The stewards answered that all

sorts of liquors were in abundance, together with every other kind
of ales that were requisite for tbe present purpose, " and, therefore,

let the nobles be seated about you in tiie princely hall." Giollaisa

then stood up and called O'lJoyle, O'Gallagher, and the three
Mae Sweeneys, and all the other constables who were along with
liim in that force, and after that he called the chiefs of Fermanagh,
aad after being seated, they were served with metheglin and ale,

and all the nobles and chiefs of Tirconufdl and Fermanagh were
merry and happy together. Then Giollaisa enquired of those
chiefs of Fermanai.'h if they had tlieir rents with them to pay their

lord. Tliey said they had. " Well," said Giollaisa, " come along
with me into the presence of my brother, until you pay your rents

to him ;" and then excused him.self to the chiefs of 'firconnell, and
ordered the stewards to make much of them until he would return.

He took those chiefs then before his brother, and told them to pay
him the rents. Mac Uiusinniuiin, Mac Donnell, Mac Mulroona,
.Mac Gillrinnen, and all the other head eijiefs made that payment,
until it came to O'Flanagan's turn to be brought forward to pay
his, and to be reconciled to his lord, when Giollaisasaid, * Gentle-

men, your rents siiall not he taken without an Eric for all you
have slain of our people, and a satisfactory reparation for every

disloyal act you have committed, and should we act properly

towards you, we would compel you to pay fr)r all the troubles

which have befallen us from the disloyalty of the chiefs of the

entire of Fermanagh, because you were the persons who commenced
the trouble ; and I declare to you, that you shall not part with
me until I send you to Lough Uughter (the upper Lough Erne,

where there was a fortress), where you shall be kept until my
brother is fully satistied with you for every evil deed you have
committed against him and me, but however, pay the rent as you
now have it;" which they accordingly did, and after receiving the

rent from them, he ordered tbe guards who were over them to

convey them to the guard-house where they had been before, and
to watch them carefully till morning, as they should no longer be
a trouble to them ; after which tliey were removed from the pre-

sence to the house in which they had previously been. After that

he ordered those other chiefs before iiim, and said to them—" Ye
chiefs who are here present, bind yourselves by an oiitli and a
pledge that you shall be henceforth loyal to your lord, and that

you will pay your rents periodically as it behoves you to do, and
if you do not I shall semi you to Lough Oiighter, and I swear to

you by the solemn oaths which I am accustomed to make, that

you shall not leave that until you are glad that sureties he taken
on your behalf, and be ever submissive to your lord." " Well

then," said tbev, *' to prove that we are willing and anxious to be

governed by his and your will, we shall take these oaths with sin-

cerity of disposition never to do any tiling in opposition to you."

After that the Duihhiiiiich was brought to them, and they swore

on it in the presence of the laity and clergy there, that while ever

they lived tiiey would not rise up against their lords either by day
or by night. After that Giollaisa stood up and said tliat he was
a long time absent from those nobles of Tireonnell, and told them
to remain with his brother until they would finally settle their

affairs, and give him sureties of one another to be loyal and faith-

ful in serving him henceforth, which tliey accordingly did; after

which Giollaisa went to join those chiefs of Tireonnell, and he

found them cheerful and pleasant, and en going amongst them he
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were in the west of Connello received information

of that, they marched eastward to the neighbour-

sat between O'Boyle and O'Gallagher, and began to drink and be

merry along with tliem, and be proposed the health of O'Donnell

to he drunk. Tliev spent their time after tliat manner until dinner

hour came on, when t lie thin broad tables of the princely fortress were

covered, andim which were served the choicest meats and liquors,

and each of them sat down in the place allotted for him by his rank

as had ever been hitherto thecnstom in this household. After taking

their dinner they spent the night drinking and carousing till

bed-time came on, and those chiefs of Tireonnell begged to be

allowed to go to rest, for unless they were permitted to do

so, they would not be in a state of departing and marching on

the morrow ; and thev all begged tliey might be permitted to

retire to sleep, after which they were shown to their sleeping

rooms. When they got up the following morning, Manus sent

for O'Gallagher, O'Boyle, the three Mac Sweeneys, and all the

other constables who "came into his presence, and he received

them with mucli afliibility, and having been seated around him,

they were served with metheglin (or mead), and ale. Tlien Manus

said to Giollaisa :
" Brother, go out and put these forces which ac-

companied you sitting in that great house without, and give direc-

tions that particular attention be paid them, in supplying them with

abundance of metheglin and ale, for I do not wish to leave them

to the care of any other person but your own ; and let food and

strong drink be furnished to ourselves here, for their lords would

use their best endeavours to make you comfortable, or any per-

son belonging to you. After that Giolla losa went out, and com-

manded thestewards not to spare food or strong drink on those

forces of Tireonnell, or on the chiefs of Fermanagh either, and that

was accordingly done ; it was in the private apartment of the

prince of Fermanagh that tho.se chiefs of Tireonnell sat, and they

and the prince of Fermanagh dined and supped together cheer-

fully and happily during the day, and it was then O'Boyle and all

those chiefs of Tireonnell spoke wilh one accord, and said :
" Prince

of Fermanagh, we have come hither with this small force by

command of our own lord, and to serve you for the purpose of

doing you good ; and since we have come we have asked no favour

of you, and our request now is, that you settle with the people of

O'Flanagan.as we have done with the other chiefs." Then iManus

answered and said " that it was not the same knid of settlement

that appertained to those other chiefs and the O'Flanagans, for

those have committed an act that could not be palliated by the

greater portion of the chiefs of Ireland, but the best settlement

that can be made I shall do it on your account." Giolla losa

having been called in, he was told what O'Boyle had stated re-

specting that affair, and Giolla losa said " that there was an eric

due by the people of O' Flanagan, for the fifteen men whom they

had slain in an unlawful conflict against my brother, for demand-

ing his own rightful rent of them." Then O'Boyle said "that

they would not go to law with them on behalf of the O'Flanagans,

but" rather to assist them in getting a settlement for them, and

that he did not know how they would make a reparation for the

deeds they had committed unlawfully, unless they themselves saw

the impropriety of the act against their lord." After that the

O'Flanagans were called in, and Giolla losa asked them "what e.>;-

cuse they had for every misdeed they had committed against their

lord, or what eric they had to give for the killing of his people,

for, as these gentlemen are present, I wish to know your apology

and answer in your misdeeds, for you might say that we have

acted unjustly" towards you." Tlie O'Flanagans answered and

said, " that they were of opinion an eric was due to themselves, if

they got justice^ in the same manner it was demanded of them,

on account that O' Flanagan, and twenty-two of their people along

with him, were slain." " My answer to that," said Giolla losa,

" is, that you are not entitled to receive an eric or reparation for

any person that was slain from you in that conflict, because it

was unlawful for you to follow my people, who were levying the

lawful rent which you should have paid without opposition; and

if any thing, I say, is unjust, the chiefs of Tireonnell are here

present, and let them judge if I am saying what is unjust ; and I

swear that had not these gentlemen been here present, I would not

hood, of Kilmallock, and showed themselves to

those two lords who were in -pursuit of them ;

be a day older until you should be on Cloch Oughter (probably

Clough "Oughter Castle, on the lake of Lough Oughter, near Cavan)

where, you minht get enough of law; however I did not wish to send

you thither until these gentlemen had heard your crimes ; and, as

these gentlemen have undertaken to speak on your behalf, you

shall obtain the benefit of their decision in the affairs they have

heard between us, and if the gentlemen leave my brother without

an eric, be it on their own judgment ; and, by the aforesaid oaths,

no judgment should pass between us were it not that they have

interfered, and that we wish that every cause which we have, and

every apology which you have, should be explained to the prince

of Tireonnell ; for 1 hear that you often commit unfair acts against

him, and against every chief of his people; and therefore, O'Boyle,

go you and do that which may seem proper to you, concerning

every thing you have heard." O'Boyle, O'Gallagher, and the

three Mac Sweeneys then rose, and tliey sat in council to deter-

mine what they should do respecting that affair ; and the decision

they came to was, to impose the payment of seven hundred loil-

gheachs (milch cows) on the O'Flanagans, as an eric for the slay-

ing of the fifteen men of the prince of Fermanagh's people, by

which they were to obtain peace from their lord, and likewise to

bind them by oaths not to rise out in a similar opposition while

they should live ; and, having determined on these decisions, they

returned to Manus's sleeping chamber. Then Manus sat up in his

bed, welcomed them, and drank to their lord's health, with joy

and gladness for them ; and he began to relate all the circum-

stances that had taken place between himself and O'Donnell, from

the period of their infancy till the time they had separated from

each other; he requested O'Boyle to convey to him bis blessing,

and said that it was evident he was not able to walk or move

;

otherwise he would visit him oftener than he came to see him, as

he enjoyed his health. After that O'Boyle said :
" My lord, we

have come to a decision in tliat affair between you and the O'Fla-

nagans, if you are pleased it should be so." " It is not proper rot

to consent to every matter you have determined in that case, as

it has been referred to you.'" " If so," said O'Boyle, " we have

decreed that the O'Flanagans do pay seven hundred milch cows,

as an eric for the fifteen men of your people that have been un-

lawfully slain by them." " Brother Giolla losa, what sayest thou

to that decision"?" " I say," said Giolla losa, " that I would not

reject the decision of these head chiefs of Tireonnell in ray own

country, and 1 would not recommend you to reject it, and I advise

you to send for the 0'Flanagans,and have them brought forward here,

and to learn from them if they are satisfied to abide by the decision

which has been determined on." They having appeared before Ihem,

Giolla losa enquired ofthem ifthey were prepared to agree to the de-

crees which those chiefsof Tireonnell had decided on respecting all

the differences which existed between themselves and his brother

there present. They answered and said they were. " If so," said

Giolla, " take the established oaths, which we have here, viz.,

the Vuibhehieacli, for the fulfilment of every thing that has been

decreed against you in that decision, in the presence of these

chiefs and your own lord." They accordingly did so, as Giolla

told them ; after %vhich the decision we have stated was made

known to them ; they then ratified their allegiance and friendship

with their lord, and made an amicable peace with each other.

Giolla losa then took a golden goblet, and requested his brother

to drink to these gentlemen, as a confirmation of peace and friend-

ship, and he llien took the golden goblet from the hand of Giolla

losa, and drank to the heir apparent of O'Flanagan, and nominated

him the O'Flanagan ; and the Christian name of that O'Flanagan,

who was nominated on that day, was Dermod of the Wine, the

son of Hugh Meith, son of Don"al of the Wine, son of Bryan-na-

Mudhan,sonof(;ilpatrick, son of Lughnine,from whom the family

of Mac Laoighsidh derives the name, who was the son of Artio-

ghail, son of Lachlin, son of Malachy of the Hunting, son of Donal

Dunn, son of Cormac Caoch, son of Tnathal Maolgarbh, son ol

Cairbre, son of Niall of the Nine Hostages, from whom the lly-

Niall of Ireland are named ; and thus were the chiefs of Fermanagh

reconciled to their lord. After that, various viands were served
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these lords, by mutual consent, proceeded to

Maigheala (Mallow, in the county of Cork), for the

to the nobles and common people, botli lay and clerical, to the

bards and professors in the rei^al mansion, and particularly to the

people of Tirconnell. O'Boyle, O'Gallagher, and the three Mac
Sweenevd then rose to lake their leave of those chiefs of Ferma-
natrh ; their steeds were got ready for them, and they having
taken their arms, those assembled were cheerful and merry oa
parting from each other ; and those chiefs of Tirconnell took their

leave of every one of the househoUl, from the highest to the lowest

;

O'FIanagan, Magrath, and O'Muldoon also took their leave of

those sons of Don Maguire, and they themselves and (Jiolla losa,

accompanied by a small body guard, proceeded and did not halt

until they arrived at Sgiath-Baile-MacMurchadha, whore they
encamped that night, and they sent through the country to procure
as mucb provisions as would be requisite for that night, and every
kind of strong drink that could be obtained. Mae Gilflnnen and
the chiefs of the country in general, sent them all sorts of viands

that were necessary for the present occasion, and on the follow-

ing day the chiefs of Tirconnell and of the lower part of Ferma-
nagh tonk their leave of Giolla losa, by wishing him long life and
happiness, and each party returned to their homes ; and such was
the parting of Giolla losa Maguire and the chiefs of Tirconnell

and of the lower part of Fermanagh, with each other, after they
had brought the seven districts of Fermanagh under rent and sub-

jection to himself and his brother Manus Maguire. On the same
day (lioUa losa returned to the regal residence at Purt Dobrain,

where his brother resided; and, on his entering, he did not stop

until he went to the sleeping room in which JIanus was, and he

sat at the side of his bed, and said :
'* Thou art melancholy,

brother.'* " Such is our lot at present," said the lord, "and do
thou assist in making ns cheerful." *' I shall do so," said Giolla

losa ; and he then ordered all the professional men to be called

into the l)ed-chamber ; then came the bards, good professional

men, persons of various offices, and the musicians of the household,

and they played for them sweet melodious tunes on their stringed

instruments, and recited the songs and melodies of their forefathers

and ancestors, and they continued drinking and carousing to-

gether, and making mention of those chiefs who had left them on
the day before ; and in this manner they continued for three days
and three nights. After that Giolla losa Maguire said :

" Brother,

now your country and lands are brought under your rent and
tribute, and are submissive and obedient to thee ; and I am of

opinion that no chiefof a district in the territory of Fermanagh will

attempt to show any disposition of disobedience against your rules

and orders henceforth, and do you always keep officers that will be

strong and powerful, to go through the country collecting your rents

amongst them ; and I think it time to pay a visit to my grandfather's

house in Brefney (Cavan), but should any opposition or conflict oc-

cur between any chief of a district and your people, Cloch-Uach-
tair (O'Reilly's castle of Clough Oughler) is near you to send me
an account, and I shall be with you without delay, as you have
not yourself the power of meeting them. " "That is sorrowful,

my brother," said Manus, " certain it is, that a country without a

lord is a helpless country, and I will not at all events live long,

and it is not better I should live, since I lost my powers of motion
;

and every one sees that I have no children who are likely to be-

come of use shortly after my death, none but a senseless child, for

whom those inclined to give opposition would care but little ; for

I am of opinion that these chiefs of Fermanagh are combined
against every one of us, although they don't acknowledge it, and,

my friend" said he " don't part me after that manner until I die,

and do you assume the government after me, to govern and protect

them, and as my time in this life is short, don't part with me till I

die, when you will settle every thing after me in a proper manner,
and take to thyself my title and inheritance after me." Giollaisa

answered and said, " Brother, it would be a cause of reproach and
envy for me to assume your title or inheritance, while you have a
lawful heir to succeed you ; and I think it would not be lawful foj

me to act in that manner." " Let not that hinder you," said Ma^
uus, " for those heirs are not of greater concern to me than you
are, an(i I am better pleased that you and they should enjoy a

purpose of avoidinf^ coming in contact with them
;

they (the Irish), pursued them to the gates of

lasting government, rather than they should be dispossessed of

the entire country by your absence from defending it ; and I shall

now mention the portion which I would wish my own heirs should

inherit, and the terms on which I shall give my own right and
title of the county to you, and tlie following are the terms : Should
my heirs come to maturity, that is to say, they themselves and
their heirs, they shall be advisers and counsellors to thee and
thine heirs, in succession ; in the second place, they shall have
the settlement and regulating of every ordinance and compact, sub-

servient to you ; I do not require of this territory of Fermanagii,

but all that which lieth from Beulatha-na-nGall downward to

Cunga-Caoil-Gabhla,and from Caraid)i-Mic-Duinidh, on the west,

to Achaid-na-Sgiath on the east; from Inis-Cnoca downwards on

tlie lake to Daire-Inis, and the number of islands, great and small,

that lie between these places, and Bally Mac Seraidh in the east,

to be my niensal land; and the uplands which belong to Inish-

raore at present, viz., the quarter of Baile-an-Mhointidh, the Cam
Derry-Braguin, on the southern side of Avon-Duv, which contain

yOTaite." (According to Pynnar's Survey of Ulster, in 1619, the

ancient divisions of land in Fermanagh were called Tathes, each
Tathe containing 30 acres ; but according to the Tracts of sir John
Davis, in his account of Monagban and Fermanagh, he says that a

Tathe was GO English acres, and that 16 Tathes made a Ballybe-

tagh, and therefore that every Ballybetagh contained 060 acres
;

and he says that the term Ballybetagh signifies a Townland, able

to maintain hospitality. The term was derived from the Irish

Soile, a town, biadh, food, and teach, a house, and originated

from the houses of hospitality called Blatachs, which were insti-

tutions amply endowed with lands, and numerously established

throughout Ireland, by tlie Irish princes and chiefs, for the raain-

tainance of hospitality, and gratuitous support of the indigent and
of all travellers and strangers). " And should your son or relative

be slain by any of the men of Ireland, you shall claim no rent or

tribute over these, except the service of eleven men, in collecting a

force, and no person shall demand as much as the Copan LaoUheadh
in any place in Fermanagh where my heir shall be ; and on the due
fulfilment of these conditions to my heirs, I shall leave to you, bro-

ther, my own right and title of this county of Fermanagh, from

my own day forth; unite together the districts, and support and
protect them." '' It is certain," said Giollaisa, "that I should be

iiappy to do every thing which you would impose on me to perform,

and be assured that there is not one article you have mentioned but

I shall endeavour to fulfil, for your heirs, and I shall take care to

have them established after my time in Fermanagh ; but yet I am
not pleased or satisfied to assume your authority, lest it might be

supposed, amongst other lords in Ulster, that it might be on ac-

count of my services to you against these chiefs of Fermanagh, or

because you are helpless and incapable of acting, 1 would accept

the government of your country, or the inheritance which your own
son is entitled to obtain." " That will not be supposed in any part

of Ulster," said Manus, " for you do not ask it, it is I that take
into consideration the injury which may befal the country after my
death, unless a governor is left over it, and, therefore, I consider

it more proper to make this arrangement while I am living, in

order that my own heir and you may benefit by it, rather than be

depending on O'Donnell, or any other lord in Ulster, to maintain

the government in my country after my death ; and before tlie

professors who are here present, and also all the clergy and laity

there, I ordain all these things, and leave my own title over this

country of Fermanagh to thee, on the terms we have before stated
;

and Giolla-na-Neeve O'Luinin, let all these things be written by

you." " If so'* said Giollaisa, " I shall give you your own will, and
I engage to fulfil all these terms." After that GioUa-na-nceve
(O'Luinin), the upright Brehon O'Breslin, and Giolla-Maghuda
O'Cassidy, retired apart, and they wrote all those compacts and

points as they were directed, and it was to record those conditions

that Giolla-na-iieeve composed the following verses v

" Powerful soldiers from Tirconnell

Were engaged by Giollaisa, who bore all" s^way j
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Mallow, and they began to defy and provoke them,

telling them they would not get a better oppor-

tunity of wreaking their vengeance and animosity

on them, than to attack them while they were all

assembled in one place ; but, however, the reso-

lution those great men came to was, that the pre-

sident should go to Cork, and the earl to return

back into the country of the Butlers. As the

The cattle droves of Mamis tlie affaWe

First in(Jiice*l him to march with a force

From Belleek to the borders of Brefney,

And through the districts each side of the lake;

Tiieir prisoners and hostaires in fetters

Were held tiy that son of Donn;
Tlie youthfnl, and noble Giollaisa

Bronght these districts nnder his rule
;

Mantis flourislied like tlie blooming lilossorns,

Excelling in power all Ulster's princes;

Manns obtained, through Giollaisa,

Every tribute great and small,

Even to the Copan Lanidhe,
Although each guest might wish to drink it."

But, however, they continued conjointly governing these seven

districts of Fermanagh, for the space of three half years, from

that time when his (Manus's), sickness and weakness increased,

and a shortness came over his days; but, before he died he ordered

that gold, silver, cattle, goods, treasure, and presents, should be

distributed amongst the ecclesiastical orders, orphans, and widows
of the country, and also the poor and indigent in every neighbour-

ing district ; he tiien died, after extreme unction and repentance,

and after having gained the victory over the world and the devil
;

so that it was in that manner Manns Maguire left his lordship to

his brother in succession after his death.

Lou(jh Dcrq— Pilgriningc.i— Ancient Seminaries.—The lake

called Lough Derg is situated in Dcmegal, on the borders of Fer-

managh and Tyrone, in the parish ofTemplecarne, sometimes called

Termonniagrath, part of which forms the parish of Pettigo, in the

diocese of Clogher. The lake is very large and beautiful, and
contains many fine islands This lake was anciently called Fionn

Loch, that is, the Fair or White Lake ; but, as above-mentioned

in the beginning of this article on Fermanagh, it got the name
Loch Dearg, or the Red Lake, from the monster said to have been

slain there by St. Patrick, the blood of which tinged the lake of

a red colour. Accounts of Lough Derg and its antiquities are

given by Giraldus Cambrensis, Matthew Paris, Camden, Ware,
Colgan, Archdall, and Lanigan, and in various Topographies. In

the latter end of the 5th century, about A.D. 400, St. Dabeoc
founded a monastery on an island in Lough Derg, and it became
a priory of Augustinian monks. The island was called, in after

times, St. Fintan's island, from Fintan Munnu, a celebrated saint

in the 7th century, who was of the race of the Connalliaiis of

Tirconnell. On the island was formed a cave or cell, called St.

Patrick's Purgatory, which became celebrated as a place of pe-

nance and pilgrimage. Various accounts are given as to the time

this place, called the Purgatory, was founded. Some ascribe its

institution to St. Patrick himself, in the 5th century ; while others

are of opinion that it was first instituted in the 9th century, about

A. D. 8J0, by a monk named Patrick, one of the priors of the

island ; but Lanigan considers it was not established till the 11th

or 12th century. St. Patrick's Purgatory became famous as a

place of pilgrimage, and in former ages was resorted toby vast num-
bers of pilgrims, not only from all parts of Ireland and Britain,

but even from the continent. It is recorded in Rymer's Foedera,

that in 135H, King Edward III. granted to Malatesta Ungarus, a

Hungarian knight, and to Nicholas de Beccario, a nobleman of

Ferrara, in Italy, a safe conduct through England, to visit St.

Patrick's Purgatory ; and, in 1397, King Richard II. granted a
like conduct to Raymond, ViscountdePerilleux, knight of Rhodes,

country was left under the controul of the Irish

forces on that occasion, they nominated James

(Fitzgerald), the son ofThomas Roe, son ofJames,

son of John, son of the earl, as earl of Desmond,

on the authority of O'Neill {See note on the earls

of Desmond, p. 531); they did not leave one Saxon

throughout the length and breadth of that country,

viz., the country of the Geraldines, which extended

with a train of 20 men and 30 horses. Camden and others state that

in the latter end of the lutU century, namely, in the year 1497, on St.

Patrick's Day, the place called St. Patrick's Purgator.v , and its

buildhigswere demolished by order of Pope AlexanderVI.(Iloderick

Borgia), by the guardian of the Franciscan monastery of Donegal

and someothersofthodeaneryof Lough ErneorClogher, deputed for

that purpose by the Bishop of Clogher; but the Purgatory was again

restored, and continued as a place of i)ilgrimage. Tlie monastery

of Termondabeog, at Lough Derg, is often mentioned in the course

of these Annals. It was subject to the great abbey of Armagh,
and was dedicated to SS. Peter and Paul ; three great festivals

were annually held at the abbey, on the 1st of January, the 24th

of July, and the 16th of December, in honor of the patron and
founder, St Dabeoc, who is buried there. The abbey continued

to be of great note to the 17th century, hut in A. D. 1032, by order

of the lords justices, sir Adam Loftus viscount of Ely, and Richard

Boyle earl of Cork, the abbey and other buildings on the island of

Lough Derg, were demolished and the friars expelled, by sir James
Balfour and sir William Stewart, who were deputed for that pur-

pose. Some ruins of the old abbey still remain, and a plate is

given in Ware's Antiquities, of the buildings on the island. It

still continued as a place of idlgriniage, but in modern times the

jjlace of ])erforining penance has been removed from Saint's Island,

to another near it called Station Island. Lough Derg, to the

present day, is visited by vast numbers of pilgrims from all parts

of Ireland, and many from England and Scotland, and some even

from America. The time of performing penance is from the 1st

of June to the I5th of August, and the numlier who visit it annu-

ally, of late years, is estimated at from ten to filteen thousand

persons ; about the year 1825, a boat was swamped on the lake,

l)y which accident seventy or eighty persons were drowned, and

their bodies were buried on Saint's Island.

The ancient Irish, amidst all their fierce feuds amongst them-
selves, and sanguinary conflicts of centuries with foreign foes,

were still a religious race, and imbued with a great love of litera-

ture ; and their kings, princes, and chiefs founded and amply en-

dowed a vast number of ecclesiastical and literary establishments,

abbeys, colleges, and great schools ; as those of Armagh, Downpa-
trick, Bangor, Derry, Donegal, Clogher, Clones, Devenish,Fenagh,

Boyle, Cong, Mayo, Clonfert, Louth, Monasterboyce, Mellifont,

Slane, Kells, Ardbraccan, Trim, (lonaid, Clonmacnois, Rahan,

Fore, Kildare, Cloncnagh, Tallaght, Glendalough, Leighlin, Ferns,

Lisinore, Cashel, Holycross, Ross, Roscrea, Iniscathay, Aran of

the Saints, and others. Of these famous seats of piety and learn-

ing amongst the ancient Irish, many venerable ruins still remain,

but of many more even their very ruins have disappeared, destroyed

by the hand of time, or the still more destructive violence of fana-

ticism and war. The most celebrated places of pilgrimage in

Ireland were Lough Derg, Armagh, Downpatrick, and Derry
Columbkillc, in Ulster ; Croagh Patrick mountain, in Mayo; Aran
of the Saints, off the coast of Galway ; the seven churches of St,

Kiaran at Clonmacnois, and of St. Kevin at Glendalough ; Kildare

of St. Bridget, and Holycross in Tipperary. Many of the Irish

kings and princes are recorded to have gone on pilgrimages to the

abbey founded by their countryman, St. Columbkillc, at lona, in

the Hebrides ; in the course of these Annals, many princes and
chiefs are also recorded to have gone on pilgrimage, in the I4th

and loth centuries, to the shrine of St. James, at Compostella, in

Spain ; others to Rome, and some even to Jerusalem and the river

Jordan.



REIGN OF ELIZABETH. 641

from Dunqueen (in the county of KeiTv), to

the river Suir, and which was possessed and inhabi-

ted by Enghshmen, abounding with dwelHngs and

immense property, that they did not slay or banish

out of it, in the space of seventeen days ; nor did

they leave, during that time, a chief seat, a castle,

or one sod of the Geraldine estates, that they did

not put into the possession of the earl of Desmond,

except alone Castlemaine, in the county of Keriy,

Askeaton in Hy-Conuill Gabhra (barony of Con-

nello, in Limerick), and Magheala (Mallow), in

the county of Cork. These officers of O'Neill

having performed that great duty in a short time,

they took their leave of and bade farewell to the earl

of Desmond, whom they had appointed. Anthony
O'Moore, and such of those forces as were under

his command, proceeded into Leix ; Redmond
Burke, with all those of the same force who were

engaged and commanded by him, marched into

Ormond ; the risings out of the Ultonians, who
were along with those chieftains, returned to their

countries and homes, without want of treasure or

booty being the benefit of that expedition. Cap-

tain Tyrrell remained with the earl of Des-

mond, and the earl was wasting and overrunning

Munster, and gaining the people in continuation,

during the t\vo remaining months of the end of this

year.

The lord of Mota Gairett (Mountgarrett, in

Wexford), namely Edmond, the son of Richard,

son of Pierce Butler, joined O'Neill in friendship,

in the han-est of this year.

The lord of the Third of Clonmel (barony of

Iffa and Ofta, inTipperary), and of Cathair-Dumi-

lasgaigh (Cahir), namely Thomas, the son ofTheo-

bald, son of Pierce, son of Edmond (Butler), and

the baron ofLuachmaighi (Purcell, baron ofLough-

moe, in the barony of Ehogarty, in Tipperary),

together with a great number of young men of the

Butlers, rose in war and alliance with the Irish.

O'Donnell, i. e Hugh Roe, sent an armed force

from Tirconnell withMac William (Burke), namely

Theobald, the son of Walter Ciotach, son of John,

son of Oliver, to march into Mac AYilliam's country,

in the harvest of this year ; he sent O'Dogherty,

and a large force along with him, namely John

Oge, the son of John, son of Felim, son of Conor

Carrach. It is doubtful if they were perceived in

any countryin which they arrived, or through which

they passed, until they reached the Umhalls (baro-

nies of Burrishooleand Murrisk, in Mayo), unno-

ticed, and in those were the property, herds, flocks

and cattle, for the most part, ofthe entire country

of Mac William. They collected all the property

on the mainland, from the small islands outwards,

and though great was the gathering and collecting

of preys they made, they experienced no obstacle

or injury in their progress, except alone the toil of

removing and driving them, until they returned

safe to their countries, viz., Mac William to Ty-
rawley, and O'Dogherty to Inisowen.

When O'Donnell got possession of Ballymote, in

the middle month of the harvest of this year, as we
have before stated, the Connallians sent their flocks

into the county of Si igo, and O'Donnell himself

lived at Ballymote, fi'om the time he had got pos-

session of it till after great Christmas. O'Donnell,

having called for a mustering of his forces from all

quarters in which they were, he was in the first place

joined by the Tirconnallians, with all their troops,

and also by Mac William Burke, namely Theobald,

the son of W^alter Ciotach, with all those under his

command ; and those having collected together

to O'Donnell at Ballymote, in the end of the month
of December precisely, the resolution he came to

was, to march into Clanrickard, although the people

of that country were in dread and on their guard
;

but, notwithstanding their fear and terror of him,

he proceeded with his forces unnoticed and unper-

ceived, until he arrived silently, and to his satis-

faction, at the gate of Kilcolgan (in the barony of

Dunkellin, county of Galway, where there was an

abbey), at the dusk of the early morning ; he then

sent forth his predatory parties into all parts of the

countryabout him, but particularlythrough the cen-

tre of Clanrickard ; one party of them arrived in

the vicinity ofthe district ofRedmond (Burke), and

another party went to Dun-Guaire (near Kinvarra,

in Galway, on the borders of Clare), in Coill-ua-

bhFiachrach. Lamentable deaths were occasioned

by that party that went to Coill-Ua-bhFiachrach,

viz., the two sons of Rossa, the son of Anthony,

son of Malachy O'Lochlin (of Burren, in Clare),

namely Torlogh Buighe and Bryan, were slain
;

there was also slain a gentleman of the Clan Don-
nell galloglasses who was along with Mac William

(Burke),in that force, namely, youngHugh Buighe,

the son of Hugh Buighe, son of Maolmurry Mac

4 N
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Donnell, who fell by the hand of Torlogh Buighe,

the son of Rossa (O'l.oghlin) on that occasion, be-

fore he himself had been slain ; there were likewise

slain, by another party of O'Donnell's people, the

two sons of William, the son of John (Burke), of

Rinn-Mhil, and the son ofTheobald, son ofDabog

of Doire-Ui-Domhnaill (places near the town of

Galway), together with his grandson; Mac Ho-

berd of DysertKelly, namely, William, the son of

Ulick Roe, son of Ulick Oge, was taken prisoner

by O'Donnell's brother, i. e. Manus, the son of

Hugh, son of Manus. Although there were great

and vast numbers of retained soldiers belonging to

the earl quartered in Clanrickard, O'Donnell was

enabled to carry away with him, out of the co>mtry,

all the immense preys, large herds of cattle, and

booty and property, that were conveyed to him,

without conflict or battle, and arrived with the en-

tire back at Ballymote.

There were disputes and contentions between

some of the gentlemen of Thomond, respecting the

partition and joint occupation of their territory and

land, and of their towns and ancient castles, too

tedious to be written or recorded.

When the queen of England and the council

were informed that the men of Ireland rose in op-

position to her, as has been already stated, and the

immense number of her people that were slain this

year, the resolution the sovei-eign and the council

came to was, to send over sir Richard Bingham,

with eight thousand soldiers along with him, to

maintain and carry on the war here, until the earl

of Essex should arrive, who was commanded at

that time to come to Ireland, from the festival of

St. Bridget forth, with such clothing, treasure and

arms, the like of which had not been undertaken

to be sent to Ireland since the time the Saxons had

first invaded it till then. The forementioned sir

Richard was an honourable knight of the queen's

people, who was well acquainted with Ireland, and

had been for some years previously governor in the

province of Connaught. The earl of Essex we

have also mentioned was a man who was esteem-

ed, favoured, and honored by the queen, and was a

person who had made plunders and captures in

the provinces of western Europe, on behalf of the

same queen, and by him was taken, shortly before

that time, a strong impregnable city in the kingdom

of Spain, the name of which city is Cadiz.

The earl of Thomond was an entire Kalend in

England this year.

The earl of Kildare, namely W^illiam, the son of

Gerald, son of Gerald, went to England in the

spring.

O'Conor Sligo, namely Donogh, the son of Ca-

thal Oge, returned from England in the winter.

The following were amongst the gentlemen of

Thomond who were in contention with each other,

as we have stated, namely, Tcige, the son of Co-

nor, son of Donogh O'Brien, by whom the bridge

of Portcross (O'Brien's Bridge, in Clare), was

taken ; and although he was not the first who at-

tempted to take it from Margaret Cusack, it finally

came into his possession ; he took Caislen Cluaine

in Iv Caisin (Clonic, in the barony of Bunratty,

county of Clare), and Caislen-na-Sgairbhe, in the

east of Hy-Bloid (ScarifF, in the barony ofTullagh,

in Clare), from the Turnae (officer), of the son of

the bishop of Meath. Of those also was Conor,

the son of Donal, son of Mahon, son of Bryan

O'Brien, who took Baile-an-Chaisleain, in upper

Clan Cuilein, from Mac Namara Fionn, namely,

John, the son ofTeige, son ofCumeadha; of those

likewise was Torlogh, the son of Mahon, son of

Torlogh, son of Mahon of Coill O'bh-Flannchadha,

who took Doire Eoghain (Derry Owen), from

George Cusack, of which the sons of Awlave, son

of Kian O'Shaughnessey, were the first inheritors
;

and Mahon, the son of Torlogh Buig O'Brien be-

came established in Coill O'bh-Flannchadha. Of
the same gentlemen were Torlogh, the son ofMur-

rogh, son of Conor O'Brien of Cathair-Mionain,

and his brother, Dermod Roe, who joined in the

war of the Irish. Of those also was Teige Caoeh,

the son of Torlogh, son of Bryan, son of Donogh
Mac Mahon, who, at Christmas, seized on an Eng-

lish ship, which had been astray for a long time

before that, and happened to take port in western

Corcabaiscinn, in the vicinity of Carrig-an-Chobh-

laigh (Carrigaholt, in the barony of Moyarta,

county of Clare), and Teige took the ship, with its

valuable cargo, from the crew ; it was not long

after when its profit was light to Teige, and the

demand on him for it was great ; the same Teige

took Dunbeag, one of his own towns, which was

in the possession of a merchant of Limerick, in

lieu of debt.
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The earl of Kildare, namely, William, the son of

Gerald, son of Gerald, whom we mentioned, had

gone to England in the foregoing year, prepared

to return to Ireland in the spring of this year.

Having entered a ship accompanied by eighteen

men, of the gentlemen of Meath, and of the Eng-
lish Pale, and having sailed till out of sight at sea,

none of them were seen alive ever since, and it was

from other countries in two months after that, an

account of the certainty of their deaths came to

England and Ireland. He did not leave a son or

brother after him to succeed him in the title, and a

relative of his, namely, Gerald, the son of Edward,

son of Gerald, son of Thomas, son of John Cam,
was appointed by the queen and the council of

England ; he was a captain over soldiers in the

queen's service, until God granted him that title

without battle, war, peril or danger.

O'Molloy, (of King's county), i. e. Conall, the

son of Cahii-, died in the spring of this year, and

his son, Calvach assumed his place, by the power

of the queen ; there were some gentlemen of his

lineage who objected to and opposed him, accord-

ing to the law of the Irish, (the law of Tanistry),

concerning that title.

Fergus, the son of Bryan, son of Bryan, son of

Roderick, sonofCathal O'Ferrall, died in the month

of March, and his death caused lamentation in his

country (in Longford).

Donal, the son of Niall Meirgeach, son of Maol-

murry, son of Hugh, son of Niall, (Mac Swee-

ney), having been slain by Maolmurry, the son of

Bryan Oge, and by Hugh Buighe, the son of Fer-

feadha Mac Sweeney,they were burned, or hanged,

by O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, on the top of Sith-

Aodha (a hill at Ballyshannon), for their crimes,

according to the law of corporal punishment.

James, the son of Torlogh, son of Tuathal

O'Gallagher, was hanged by O'Donnell, on the top

of the Sith (hill), above Easroe, at Ballyshannon,

on the 4th day ofMarch, after it was proved against

him that he had been engaged in betraying and

watching O'Donnell, and inducing the English to

come to his country.

George Cusack, the son of Thomas, was killed

in the month of July, by Torlogh, the son of Ma-
hon, son of Torlogh, son of Mahon, the son of the

bishop O'Brien (bishop of Killaloe), respecting the

estate of his father ; for sir George Bingham gave

the estate of Mahon O'Brien, after he had put him
to death, to the forementioned George, and he

(Torlogh), was endeavouring to obtain his patri-

mony, until he slew George on that occasion ; and
he was interred in the monastery of Ennis.

The son of O'Conor Kerry, namely, Donogh
Maol, son of Conor, son of Conor, son of Conor,

son of John, was slain in the month of August, by
a party of the common soldiers of the earl of Des-

mond, namely, by the sons of Manus Oge, the

son of Manus, son of Edmond Mac Sheehey ; and

that slaying was considered a great loss by the

earl, for O'Conor himself, i. e. John, and his bro-

ther, that Donogh, together with all those in their

country, were united with him in war.

John, the son of the Giolla Duv, son of James
O'Kennedy, of Bailc-an- Ghan-dhaof Knock-Sith-

Una, in Ormond, was slain by Hugh, the son of

Murrogh O'Kennedy, of Baile-Ui-Chuirc.

The prior of Lothra (Lorrah), in Ormond,
namely, John, the son of John, son of Giollapatrick

O'Hogan, was slain by a party of the O'Kennedys,

in the month of July precisely.

More, the daughter of Donal, son of Conor, son

of Torlogh O'Brien, died in the month ofJanuary
;

she was a woman worthy of praise, in the manners

of women.
The earl ofThomond, namely, Donogh, the son of

Conor O'Brien, returned from England, in the

month of January, and remained with the earl of

Ormond, in the country of the Butlers, for some

time afterwards.

One of the sons of O'Neill, namely, Con, the

son of Hugh, son of Ferdorcha, son of Con Bacach,

proceeded, in the month of January, to visit friends,

and unite them in his fathei-'s war in Leinster and

Munster, to ascertain those of them who were firm

in their friendship and promises to O'Neill and

the Irish. He remained the greater part of spring

in those countries, procuring provisions for his

soldiers, and confirming them in the war in which

they were engaged ; and therewas a correspondence

and friendship carried on between that son of

O'Neill and the son of the earl of Thomond,

namely, Teige, the son of Conor O'Brien, on each

side of the Shannon.

Torlogh, the son of Donal, son of Conor O'Brien,

took into his service some common and hired sol-

4 N 2
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diers, in the veiy beginning of this year to aid the

queen against her enemies.

The brother of the young earl of Thomond,
namely, Donal, the son of Conor, son of Donogh,

had the controul and command of the earl ofTho-

mond's people in aiding the queen.

After the taking of that English ship, of which

we have before treated, by Teige Caoch, the son

of Torlogh Mac Mahon, an unfriendly feeling and

an appearance of contention arose between himself

and that son of the earl (of Thomond), namely,

Donal, and that Teige went to the earl of Desmond,

and made his friendship with him, like all other

parties who ratified their alliance with him.

After Teige had returned across the Shannon,

he made a nocturnal attack on the young chief

Donal O'Brien, on the 1 7th day of the month of

February, at Cill-Muire-O'mBracain (Kilmurry

Ibrackane, in Clare) ; he wounded and took pri-

soner Donal, and slew a great number of his hired

soldiers ; and he (Donal), was conveyed to Dun-
beag, to be guarded, where he remained imprison-

ed only a week, when he was set at liberty without

sureties or pledges.

O'Donnell, i, e. Hugh Roe, the son of Hugh, son

of Manus, was residing at Ballymote, in the county

of Sligo, since the gaining of the battle of Ath-

Buighe, in the very beginning of August, to the

festival of St. Bridget of this year. He thought it

too long not to have gone on an expedition into

some distant country, during that period, and he

did not know to what particular place he should

go, for he had not left a quarter, border, fastness,

or sequestered place in the province of Connaught,

he did not plunder or take hostages and sureties

from, except Thomond, in particular. At the ex-

piration of that period, he commanded a muster of

his forces for the purpose of marching into Tho-

mond ; in the first place the Tirconnallians joined

his gathering ; amongst those were Hugh Oge, the

son of Hugh Duv, son of Hugh Roe, son of Niall

Garv O'Donnell ; Niall Garv, the son of Con, son

of Calvach, son of Manus, son of Hugh Duv

;

O'Dogherty, i. e. John Oge, the son of John, son

of Felim, son of Conor Carrach ; O'Boyle, namely,

Teige Oge, the son of Teige, son of Torlogh, son of

Niall ; Mac Sweeney Fanad, i. e. Donal, the son of

Torlogh, sonofMaolmurry ; Mac Sweeney Banagh,
namely, Donogh, the son of Maolmurry Meirgeach,

son of Maolmurry, son of Niall, all of whom came
with their forces. There came in the same army
Maguire, i. e. Hugh, the son of Cuchonacht, son

of Cuchonacht, son of Cuchonacht, son of Bryan,

son of Philip, son ofThomas ; the son of O'Rourke,

namely, Teige, the son of Bryan-na-Murtha, son

of Bryan Ballach, son of Owen, and the Mac Wil-

liam, who had been appointed by O'Donnell him-

self before that time, namely, Theobald, the son of

Walter Ciotach,son ofJohn, son of Oliver. When
all these chiefs, with their forces, came to O'Donnell

at Ballymote, the army was so immense and great

that he sent a force into the country of Mac Wil-

liam, while he himself should be in Thomond, and

the chieftains appointed to command this force

were Mac William, and Niall Garv, the son ofCon
O'Donnell. This force ransacked and overran the

country, from the eastern end of the country of

the Mac Costelloes (in Mayo), to Umhall of Clan

Giobuin (Clan Gibbon, in Mayo) ; they took on

that occasion Oilen-Leath-Ardain (Locharne, or

Clare Island) ; they slew eighteen of the chiefs of

Clan Gibbon, together with a great number of

their people, and carried away preys, booty, and

much property, on their return from the country.

As to O'Donnell and his forces, they proceeded to

march into Thomond, and they did not halt until

they arrived, unperceived, and crossed the river

(Suck), into Clanrickard (in Galway) ; they made
an extensive camp ofarmed warriors, in the evening

of the day, at the Ruadh-Beithigh, between Cill-

Colgan and Ardraithin (Ivilcolgan and Ardrahan,

both in the barony of Dunkellin, county of Gal-

way). They then held a consultation to determine

the best means of attacking the strange country to

which thej' had marched, and, having taken some
of their provisions, they went to sleep before un-

dertaking that great journey and toil, except their

sentinels, who were along with them, and in that

state they remained till midnight, when O'Donnell

commanded them to rise forthwith, in order to

march into the territory before light of day rose on

them ; they immediatelygot up, and then proceeded

in the most direct open roads until they arrived,

early in the morning, at the eastern end of Coill

O'bhFlannchadha, at Triocha-Ced Ceneoil-Fear-

maic, in Thomond (Mac Clancy's Wood, in the

barony of Inchiquin, county of Clare). They de-

tached their predatory companies there, and sent a
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party of them northward into Boirinn (barony of

Burren), commanded by Teige O'Hourke, and Mac
Sweeney of Banagh ; another party southward to

Baile-lii-Ogain of Coill More (the town of O'Ho-
gan, of the great wood), to Tullj^ O'Dea (i. e. Dy-
sert O'Dea, in the barony of Inchiquin), and to the

gate of Baile-Ui-Ghriobhta (the town ofO'Grivha);

Maguire also advanced with a large party of the

force. O'Donnell proceeded with the main body,

and thick of his army, through the centre of Coill

O'Flanchadha, through Bealach-an-Fiodhfail, to

Cill-Inghine-Baoith (Kilneboy), in the upper part

of Dalcas, where he arrived before the noon of day
;

those who bad gone to the south returned back

northwards by Druim-Fionnglaisi, by Coradh-

Finn (Corofin), and Kilneboy, to meet O'Donnell.

The preys of the entire of Kinel Fearmaic (or

Inchiquin), were brought to that place, viz., those

from Dysert to Glen Columkille, to Tolaidh-Chu-

man, to Cluaim-Sailchearnaigh, and to Leim-an-

Eich (all which places were about the boundaries

of Kinel- Fearmaic, or the barony of Inchiquin).

The son of O'Rourke, and Mac Sweeney, were

not able to come up to him that night with the

preys of Burren, neither was Maguire able to come

from the other side, for these encamped in the

different places where the night overtook them.

O'Donnell having encamped that night at Kilne-

boy, he left that town on the morrow, before

mid-day, and the direction he went was into Trio-

chat-Ced of Corcomruadh, to Cill-Fionnabhradh

(Kilfenora, in the barony of Corcomroe) ; he sent

forth scouring parties from thence, southward to

Eidhnigh (Killieney, where there is an ancient

burial place), to Breintir-Fearmacaigh (Brentry),

and Corcamaigh, to the gates of Innis-Diomain

(Innistymon), to Cill-Easpuig-Lonain (Killaspug-

lenane), to Baile-Paidin, and back again eastward

to Kilfenora, with their preys and booty, to meet

O'Donnell ; he remained there until the following

day, till his forces overtook him from all quarters

in which they had been ; the son of O'Rourke, and

Mac Sweeney of Banagh, came to him with the

preys of Burren ; Maguire came to him with preys

and much booty from the other side. When
O'Donnell beheld the hills becoming crowded and

blackened in all directions about him with the

droves and numerous flocks of every country

through which his forces had passed, he prepared

to return back along the chain of rugged hills of

Burren, by the early light of the morning, through

Burren, and marched onward to Nua-Chongbhail
(Noghvale), to Turlogh (in the barony of Burren,

on the borders of Galway), to the monastery of

Corcomroe (i. e. Abbey), to Carcair-na-gCleireach,

and halted that night in the Rubha, in the west of

Hy-Fiachra-Aidhne (in the barony of Kiltartan,

county of Galway). On the following day he

marched through the upper part of Clanrickard,

by the gate ofthe town of Athenry, and his progress

from thence, until he an'ived at Ballymote, is not

recorded, except that Mac William and Niall Garv
O'Donnell met him on the borders of Hy Maine,

with much prey and booty, which they had carried

otf from Mac William's country. The learned his-

torian and Bard Mac Brody, i. e. Maoilin Oge,

alleged that it was to avenge the demolition of

the palace of Oileach, by Murtogh More, the son

of Torlogh, son of Brian Boroimhe, formerly, that

God permitted, through the malediction ofColum-

kille against the O'Briens, the complete plundering

and devastation of Thomond which was etfected by

O' Donnell on that occasion ; and the same Maoilin

Oge came to O'Donnell, to seek for the restoration

of his property which had been carried oif by a

party of those forces, and it was freely granted to

him, on which Maoilin composedthefollowing verse

(see note on Aileach, p. 438) :

*' It was destined in reven|ie for Oileach,

O'Hugh Roe, which the prophet declared.

That your force should come to the land

Of Magh Adhair, in the western territory."

(O'Donnell made this expedition into Thomond
against Donogh O'Brien, earl of Thomond, and

others who were in alliance with the English).

In the first week of March, the governor of the

province of Connaught, sir Conyers Clifford, went

to Galway, with a large force, consisting of a great

number of officers and common soldiers ; after he

had been nearly a week in Galway, he sent seven

or eight companies of English and Irish soldiers to

the county of Clare, to ascertain who were obedient

and disobedient to the queen in it ; he appointed

Theobald Dillon, captain Lyster, and the sheriff

of the county of Clare, namely, Richard Sgorlog

(Sherlock), in command over them, until they

should go to where Torlogh O'Brien was, who was

also appointed in command over them : after en-
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,tering the country, they remained the first night

at CilUCaoidi, in the east of Kinel Fearmaic (Kii-

keady, in the barony of Inchiquin, in Clare).

When all these people engaged in warfare, who
were in alliance with Teige, the son of Conor

O'Brien, heard of their arrival in the country, they

lay in ambush for them, and on the march of the

queen's people, on the following day, through Be-

alach-an-Fhiodhfhail (between Kilkeady and Kil-

neboy), westward from Kilkeady, Teige's men at-

tacked them, and many were slain between them

on both sides ; and although there were more of

the queen's people slain, the death of any person of

note who fell there has not been recorded ; on the

side of the Irish a gentleman of the O'Briens,

namely, Dermod Roe, the son of Murrogh, son of

Conor, was slain ; besides what happened there,

the pass was let free to the queen's people, and they

halted and remained at the end of the day at Kil-

neboy. The resolution thatTeige, the son of Conor
O'Brien, came to after that was, to come on terms

with the queen, and to abandon his soldiers, and
particularly those who were engaged in the fore-

mentioned conflict; he sent his messengers to

Theobald Dillon, at Kilneboy, and to the governor

at Galway. Theobald Dillon and the queen's

people left Kilneboy on the following day, and pro-

ceeded to the place of Torlogh, the son of Donal
O'Brien, who was a protection and a rallying post

to every one of the queen's people who wished to

avail themselves of it ; when they and Torlogh met,

they laid siege to Cathair-Mionain, in the barony

of Corcomroe ; that town was a den for thieves,

and a cover for insurgents, to which all the plunder

and prey of the surrounding country were convey-

ed, to Torlogh, the son of Murrogh, son of Conor
O'Brien, a gentleman who was at that time in al-

liance with the Irish ; that town was obliged to be
surrendered to the queen's people. Torlogh and
Theobald left Cathair-Mionain, with theirforce,and

proceededinto western Corcbaiscin ^barony of Moy-
arta), to make peace with Teige Caoch Mac Mahon,
and when the\' could not pacify him, they carried off

much prey and booty from the country; they then
proceeded to eastern Corcobaiscin (barony of Clon-
derlaw), and afterwards to Ennis, where they held
a session for fifteen days, and the gentlemen ofthe
country and ofthe county in general attended them

;

at the end of that period, Theobald Dillon and

captain Lyster quitted the country, having left four

companies of soldiers, a sheriff, and sub-sherifF, in

it, and they also established an acknowledgement
of the queen's rent. The earl of Thomond, in a

week after that, came to the country, after having

been nearly a quarter of a year ni the country

of the Butlers ; when he arrived in Thomond, he

proceeded, without sleeping two nights in any one
town, to take revenge ofTeige Caoch Mac Mahon,
for the dishonour inflicted, and the attack made by
him on his brother ; the greater portion of the

people of the country joined him to march into

western Corcbaiscinn, and he laid siege to Carrig-

aholt, on the Monday before Easter, in the month
of April precisely ; the property and cattle of the

entire country, from Knock Doire to Leim-Cucu-
lainn (Loop Head, at the mouth of the Shaimon),

were brought to him to that camp ; in four days

after the earl took the castle, and at the end of the

Easter holidays he got some ordnance brought

from Limerick, to lay siege to Dun-Beag (Dunbeg
in the parish of Killard, barony of Ibrickane,

county of Clare), and having planted the ordnance

against the castle, the guards did not wait for one

shot being fired at them when they surrendered

the castle to the earl, and they got quarter only

during the time they were being conveyed to Gar-

main-na-Croiche (the scaffold of the gallows),

where they were hanged together in couples.

The earl obtained Dunmore-Mic-an-Fhearmacaigh

(Dunmore, in the parish of Killard), after the same

manner. After the earl took those castles of the

Corcobasknians, he sent the large ordnance back

to Limerick, and he himself proceeded across the

mountain eastward, to the centre ofThomond ; he

restored to the rightful inheritors every town which

had been taken to the dishonour of the queen, and
of those were Doire-Eoghain, the two towns of the

castle of Clonie, and Lios-Aodha-Finn (Lisfin-

Castle, near Tullagh, county of Clare),

Robert Devereux, earl of Essex, came to Ireland

about May of this year, as had been promised, with

a great deal oftreasure, arms, ammunition, powder,

lead, provisions, and drink, and those who beheld

them have stated that so great an army had never

come into Ireland till that time, since the earl

Strongbow and Robert Fitz-Stephen came with

Dermod Mac Murrogh, kingof Leinster, in former

days. When the earlofEssexarrivedinDubIin,many
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things were proclaimed to be done by him, and

the first of those was, that every one of" the Irish

who was sorry for having gone in opposition to the

queen should receive forgiveness and pardon, in

every crime they had committed till then ; amongst

the same proposals was, that any ofthe men of Ire-

land who wouldassert that his castle (or tovvn),ores-

tate, had been taken from him by the Saxons, through

oppression or violence, that a restitution should

be made for the illegality of the same against him,

and that he would be favourably heard on that occa-

sion ; but, however, not many of the Clanna-Gael

(Irish), availed themselves ofthat invitation. Garri-

sons of soldiers, with all necessary stores, were sent

by thatearl to Carrickfergus, toNewry, toDundalk,

to Drogheda, to VVicklow, to Naas of Leinsterand

several other towns besides. Havingmustered seven

thousand soldiers of the best he could select of the

army, he marched from Dublin westward directly,

for he was informed that there was not in Ireland,

of those who were plundering the queen, a party

which could be more easily attacked by him than

the Geratdines, situated as they were on that oc-

casion. The earl and his forces did not halt until

they arrived in the very centre of the province of

Leinster, and to attack the Irish of the province of

Leinster on that occasion was not as if he were

amongst friends in a distant country ; these were

Donal Spaineach (Donal the Spaniard or Spanish),

the son of Donogh, son of Cahir Carrach Cave-

nagh ; Anthony, the son of Rory Oge, son of Rory

O'Moore ; the O'Conors Failj' ; the tribe of Ran-

nall (O'Byrnes), and many other gentlemen who
are not recorded. These parties made desperate

fierce attacks, and severe and irresistible onsets on

him, in intricate places and narrow passes in which

they encountered each other, and great numbers

of the earl's people were destroyed ; but, however,

after sustaining all the injuries he encountered, he

at length arrived in the country of the Butlers.

The earl ofOrmond came and waited on him with

due honor and respect, and also the lord of Mount-

garrett, namely, Edmond, the son of Richard, son

A. D. 1599.

1. Battles in Munster a-nd Death of Norris.—Sir Thomas Nor-
ris, above mentioned, president of JIuiister, was brother of sir Jolin

Norris, wliose campaitins in Ulster, against Hugh O'Neill, have

been recorded at the ye;irs 1595-9C, in the Annals. According to

Mac Geoghepan, sir Thomas Norris, at the Ijead of 2,500 men,
marched from Cork towards Kilmallock, but was attacked at a place

of Pierce Butler, who had been in alliance with

O'Neill previous to that time. When the Butlers

joined the earl, they proceeded with all their forces

into the Third of Clonmel (the barony of Iffa and
Offa, in Tipperary), and they laid siege to Cathair-

Duine-Iasgaidh (Cahir castle). Thomas, the son of

Theobald, son of Pierce Butler, was the lord ofthat

town, and he was for some time previous to that

in alliance with O'Neill and the earl ofDesmond;
the siege carried on by the earl and his forces was
of no avail to them, until they brought some large

ordnance from Waterford against it, by which the

nearest half to them of the castle was demolished,

after which they were obliged to surrender the

town to the earl of Essex and the queen. In the

days on which the earl of Essex laid siege to Ca-
hir, the president of the two provinces of Munster,

namely, sir Thomas Noiris, came from Cork to

Kilmallock to wait on the earl, before he should

come to Limerick ; he resided nearly a fortnight

in that town waiting for the earl to come across the

Suir, and he was in the habit of scouring the hills

of the county of Limerick every other day in the

hope of slaying or taking prisoners some of the

queen's enemies; on one of those days, on which

he proceeded to the border of the country, he hap-

pened to fall in with Thomas Burke, the son of

Theobald, son of William, son of Edmond of Cas-

tleconnell, without either being in scirch of the

other ; Thomas had near a hundred Irish soldiers

along with him, but none on horseback excepting

himself; the president, on beholding him, made a

determined active attack on him, and nearly twenty

of Thomas's people were slain on that occasion, and

many more would have been cut down, were it not

that the president happened to be wounded, for he

was directly struck by the thrust of a pike, which

he received between the jaw-bone and the upper

part of the neck ; when his people saw him wound-

ed in that manner, they surrounded him, and con-

veyed him back to Kilmallock, where he was

confined for six weeks under the hands of doctors,

until he died, in the month of July precisely'.

called Bearrach Abharra by William Durke, who repulsed him,

killed many of his nii'n, and took his bagsage. Noiris afterwards

advanced to Kilmalkrck, hut, on his return, was attacked at Ard-
Sciath by the earl of Desmond, Butler, viscount Wountgarrcit,

and Butler, baron of Cahir, Purccll, li«ron of Loughmoe, William

Burke, and captain Richard Tyrrell, who pursued his forces during

the entire day, for eight miles of his march, and slew grtat num-
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When Cahir was taken by the earl of Essex, he

himself, along with the earl of Orniond and the

officers of the army, proceeded to Limerick, and he

formed his camp outside ofLimerick. The governor

of the province ofConnaught, namely, sir Conyers

Chfford, together with the earl of Clanrickard, i.e.

Ulick, the son of Rickard Saxanach, and the earl

of Thomond, namely, Donogh, the son of Conor

O'Brien, joined him at that town ; when those no-

bles concluded their consultation together, the go-

vernor and the earl of Clanrickard returned back

into Connaught, and the earl of Essex, along

with the earlof Ormond and the earl ofThomond,

prepared to march into Munster, in the hope of

obtaining an opportunity of attacking the Ge-

raldines ; the first night after leaving Limerick, in

the month of June, they encamped on the banks

of the river of A dare ; on their march westward

through Moin-Robhair, on the following day, being

a Saturday, the common soldiers and officers of

the earl of Desmond, and the Geraldine forces,

showed them their faces, and fierce and grim was

thewelcome and reception they gave their sovereign's

viceroy, on his first visit to them, for they shot a cloud

and smoke of black powder, and a shower of balls

from their sure-aiming guns, intotheireyes ; he also

heard the loud shouts, cries, and clamour of the

commanders and champions, instead of the sub-

mission, honour, and the mild and bland expres-

sions which should be used toM ards him ; but,

however, the result of that conflict was, that im-

mense numbers of the earl of Essex's forces were

destroyed, and he was not allowed to make any

progress of note on that day, and he encamped at

a short distance to the east of Askeaton. On the

following day, being on Sunday, the resolution the

earl of Essex, together with the earl of Ormond
and the earl of Thomond, came to was, to send a

cavalry force to put ammunition into Askeaton,

and themselves to proceed no farther westward into

hers before they reached Kilmallock. Norris made another expe-
dition, with 2,400 foot and 300 horse, against the lord Roche of
Fernioy, wlio being joined l>y Donal Mac Carthy of Desmond, an<l

Derniod and M'illiani O'Conor of Kerry, their comiiined forces

amounted to 2,500 foot and about 1 00 horse ; ))oth armies continued
skirmisliing for 12 days, but Norris, having at length resolved to

return to Cork, was pursued by the Irish, who killed 200 of his

men at Monaster-na-Mona. Some time after this, Thomas Burke,
brother to the baron of Castleconnell, having left the queen's party,
joined the Irish, and got from Redmond Burke the command of
200 men, with whom he proceeded to attack some places held by

Munster on that occasion. On their return east-

ward on the following day, being Monday, near

Baile-an-Eletraigh, they got a strenuous hard fight,

and a slaughtering dangerous conflict from the

Geraldines, and an immense number of the earl of

Essex's forces were slain on that day, together

with a noble knight of great fame and renown,

namely, sir Henry Norris ; the earl of Essex went
after that to Kilmallock, and, after having re-

mained in that town for three nights, he directed

his course southward to Ceann-Feabhrat of Sheve

Caoin of the son of Dearg Dualach, (a mountain in

the barony of Coshlea, county ofLimerick, towai'ds

the borders of Cork), to pass into Roche's Country

(Fermoy, in Cork) ; and when it was supposed

he would go to Cork, the direction he proceeded

in was across Ath-Mainistrech-Fearmaighe (the

Ford of the monastery of Fermoy), through Cona-

chail, through Moy-Ue, and to Lioss-mor-Mochu-

da, (i. e. Lismore in Waterford, where a monas-

tery was founded in the 7th century, by St. Car-

thach or Mochuda). The Geraldines continued

following and shooting them, attacking, pursuing,

slaughtering and wounding them along that dis-

tance. When the earl of Essex arrived in the

Desies (in Waterford), the Gera'.dine forces re-

turned with great joy and gladness to their own
countries and homes, and when the same earl came
to Dungarvan, the earl of Thomond departed

from him along the sea to Eochoill (Youghal)

to Cork, and from thence to Limerick.

The earl of Essex proceeded from Dungarvan

to Waterford, from thence into the country of

the Btitlers, and into Leinster, and their march

through every place they passed from Waterford

to Dublin, was not fortunate, for the Irish of

Leinster were pursuing and attacking them, sur-

rounding and circumventing them, so that they

slew and destroyed immense numbers of them in

every way and direction through which they

the English in Muscry Cuirc, now Clanwilliam, in Tipperary, and
having encountered Norris at Killtilli, at the head of 1,200 men,
he valiantly attacked him, and Norris, as above-mentioned, being

wounded in the neck \\ith the thrust of a spear, by a young man
named J<»hn Burke, the English forces gave way when they saw
their leader fall, and many of them were slain. Norris, being

mortally wounded, died in 15 days after at Kilmallock, not at

Mallow, as mentioned by Cox and Mac Geoghegan ; the place

where Norris was killed, called Killlili, is Kilteely or Listeeley,

near Paliasgreen, in the county ut' Limerick.



REIGN OF ELIZABETH. 649

passed ; and the Irish were in the habit of saying

that it were better for him he had not gone on that

expedition from Dublin to Hy-Conaill-Gaura (the

baronies of Connello, in Limerick), as he was

obliged to return back after the first conflict which

was maintained against him, without receiving

obedience or submission from the Geraldines, and

without having accomplished, in his progress, any

achievement worth notice, except the taking of Ca-

hir-Dun-Iasgaidh.^ O'Conor Sligo, namely, Do-

2. Expedition of the earl ofEssex to Munater.—Robert Deve-

reux, earl of Esebx, earl marshal of England, came to Ireland as lord

lieutenant, and landed at Dublin on the IStli ofApril, 15i)9, accom-
panied, says Borlase, with many of the prime gentlemen of England.

He had, says Cox, "an army as great and as well furnished as

his heart could desire for that service, being at first 16,000 foot,

and 1300 horse, but afterwards increased to 20,000 men complete."

The annalists say that so great an army did not come to Ireland

since the days of Strongbow. Essex sent part of his forces to

different garrisons in Ulster, and, according to Mac Geoghegan,

he dispatched 3000 men to assist sir Conyers Clifford, in Con-
naught, in his contests with Red Hugh O'Donnell, and he placed

3000 foot and 500 horse under the command of sir Henry Harring-

ton, to act against the O'Conors, O'Moores, O'Byrnes, O'Tooles,

O'Cavenaghs, and other chiefs in Leinster. Some of the Irish

chiefs joined Essex, and on these he conferred the honour of knights

of the Golden Spur. According to Cox, Mac Geogbegan, and

others, Essex himself, with the main body of bis army, amounting

to 7000 foot and 900 liorse, and accompanied by 300 knights and

gentlemen, set out from Dublin on the 20th of May, on his march
to Munster ; the cavalry was commanded by Henry Wriothesly,

earl of Southampton.
Battle of the Pnss of Plumes.—Essex marched through Kil-

dare into Leix, on his way to Kilkenny and Tipperary. The cele-

brated chieftain Anthony O'Moore, of whom an account has been

given at p. 632, not Owen O'Moore, as stated by several writers,

determined to oppose his progress, posted in a woody defile 500 of

his clansmen, who suddenly attacked from their ambuscade the

troops of Essex in the rear, and in a fierce conflict cut offabout 500
of the English, and many officers. The place where this battle was
fought was afterwards called liearna-na-gCleiteach, signifying the

Pass of Plumes, from the great quantity of plumes collected,

which had decorated the helmets of the English knights slain

there. This conflict is considered to have taken place within a few

miles of Maryborough, in the Queen's county. It is above stated

in the Annals, at p. 647, that many attacks were made on the

troops of Essex in their progress, and there were at least 700 of

them slain by the O'Moores, O'Conors, &c., in those various con-

flicts.

Siege of Cahir.—Essex next advanced into Kilkenny, and thence

into Tipperary, and besieged Cahir castle, on the river Suir, which

belonged to Thomas Butler, baron of Cahir, who was against the

queen. The earl of Desmond, Redmond, and William Burke, to-

gether with James Butler, brother of the baron, according to Mae
Geogbegan, came with their forces, and had several skirmishes

with the troops of Essex, of whom many were slain ; they thus

retarded the siege, but the small garrison, having no artillery, and

the cannon of Essex playing on them, the castle was surrendered,

after a siege of ten days ; this attack on the castle of Cahir is

mentioned at p. 647 in these Annals. Essex placed a garrison in

it, but in about two months after, according to Cox, the castle was
retaken by James Butler, who put the Englisli garrison to the

sword.
Battles at AsJtcaton, Sec.—These battles are mentioned at p.

648 in the Annals. The earl of Essex next proceeded to Lime-

rick, where his progress was opposed by the forces of the Geral-

dines, commanded by James Fitzgerald, earl of Desmond, who was

nogh, the son of Cathal Oge, was along with the

earl of Essex in that army, till their march from

Munster, as we have stated, and on their return

eastward from the Connelloes, to the county of

Limerick, it was there O'Conor parted with them,

and he proceeded to Connaught, to the governor

sir Conyers Clifford. O'Conor had none of all his

towns in the county of Sligo under his controul at

that time, except one castle belonging to the Mac
Donoghs of Tirerrill, which stood near the borders

in alliance with O'Neill, and was commonly called the Sugan earl

;

Donal Mac Carthy More, Redmond Burke, and other chiefs, also

joined Desmond ; and the Irish, according to Mac Geogbegan, had

2,500 men. Essex was joined by the earls of Thoraond and Or-
mond, and the first engagement above-mentioned in the Annals,

took place between Adare and Askeaton, and the second between

Askeaton and Croom, at a place called in the Annals Baile-an-

Eletraigh, and by Mac Geogbegan Baile-en-Finitere, which is pro-

bably Ballinelety, near Askeaton. At this place, according to

Mac Geogbegan, the battle was very bloody, and lasted from 9 in

the morning 'till 5 in the evening, and great numbers of the Eng-
lish were slain, together with sir Henry Norris, a valiant com-
mander. Essex, after this engagement, encamped for a few days

at Croom, and then marched towards Waterford ; but Mac Geogbe-
gan says, he was pursued and harrassed during six days by the

Catholic army' In these battles, and several others alluded to in

the Annals, many hundreds of the forces of Essex were slain by
the Geraldines and the Irish chiefs.

Battles in Leix, Offaley, ^c.— Sir Henry Harrington marched
with his forces into Leix, against the O'Moores, and, according to

Mac Geogbegan, the English were defeated in a great battle, and

1,200 of them slain, with all their officers, and amongst the rest

Adam Loftus, son of the archbishop of Dublin. Another great

victory was gained over Harrington by the O'Byrnes, in the glens

of Wicklow, after which, Essex, to punish the English troops for

want of courage, had them decimated. At this time, according to

Mac Geogbegan, Christopher Blanche was sent to Ireland as

marshal, and marched with his forces into Offaley, or King's coun-

ty ; but he was met by the O'Conors, and a tierce engagement
ensued, in which the English were defeated, and 500 of their ca-

valry slain ; the marshal himself escaped with difficulty, having

his leg broken in the battle.

The carl of Essex continued some time in Cork, deeply affected

by the ill success of his arms. Mac Geogbegan says he wrote a

letter to the English council, which was intercepted by the Irish,

and in it was the following passage :
" I am confined in Cork,

where there is an abundance of warlike stores, but stil! I have been

unsuccessful ; my undertakings have been attended with misfor-

tune, and I do not know to what this can be attributed, except

to an evil star that has led me here." Essex, seeing his forces

discomfited on all sides in various engagements, set forward on his

return to Dublin, but on his progress through Leinster, in Wexford,

Carlow, and Kildare, he was pursued and harassed by the Irish

clans, under the Mac Murroghs, O'Cavenaghs, O'Tooles, O'Byrnes,

and O'Moores, who, in various conflicts, as mentioned in the An-

nals, cut off great numbers of his men, and ultimately the earl

effected his retreat to Dublin, where he arrived, towards the end

of July, with a shattered remnant of his forces. Of the select

army of 8000 men, with which Essex setout on this expedition, to-

gether with the troops under Harrington, amounting to more than

3000, about 6000 of them were slain by the Irish, in the various

battles in Leinster and Munster. Cox, in his Hibernia Anglicana,

says that Essex, understanding the queen was angry at his fruit-

less expedition into Munster, attributed the fault to the council,

and on his return he found his army so impaired, that he and the

council joined in a letter for the supply of 1000 men.

4 O
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of the great river (Ballysadare river, near Sligo),

the name of which is Collooney. O'Conor having

remained a short time with the governor, he then

proceeded, by day and night, until he reached that

town, in the month ofJuly precisely ; when O'Con-

or arrived at Collooney, some cattle belonging to

O'Donnell's people which were throughout the

country at that time, were brought to O'Conor at

that town, unnoticed by their owners. When
O'Donnell was informed of that affair, he was glad

that O'Conor had come to the country, and he was

pleased with what he did, in order that he might

be revenged of him for all his bad deeds before that

time. O'Doimell commanded his cavalry forces

not to wait for their foot soldiers, until they reached

the castle, lest O'Conor might be able to leave the

town before the arrival of the forces ; this was ac-

cordingly done for him, for truly his commands

durst not be disobeyed ; the horse forces then pro-

ceeded, as expeditiously as they possibly could,

until they arrived at the town, and the main force

followed quickly, and formed themselves into a

circle of encompassment around the fortress. That

castle was an impregnable stronghold, and it was

not easy to watch the person who would be inclined

to leave it, for the place where it was situated was

near to intricate fastnesses. O'Donnell encamped

in the outskirts of a wood which lay on the other

side of the river, in front of the town ; companies

of guards and sentinels were appointed by him,

both by day and night, to watch in every direction

about the fortress, and large troops ofcavalry were

kept always mounted on guard from the dusk of

the evening to the following morning, in order that

O'Conor might not escape from them. These re-

ports spread throughout Ireland, viz., that O'Conor

Sligo was placed in that predicament by O'Donnell

at Collooney, and when the earl of Essex was in-

formed of that affair, he sent dispatches to the go-

vernor of the province of Connaught (sir Conyers

Clifford), and he commanded him to come to meet

him on a certain day in Fercall (O'Molloy's terri-

tory, in the King's county). The governor sustained

great loss and opposition on his march through

Fercall to meet the earl, for a great number of his

common soldiers and officers were slain, and among
those was Richard, the son of William, son of

Richard, son of Oliver Burke, a gentleman of the

Burkes of Tyrawley ; and the governor himselfwas

in danger of being slain ; but, however, he reached

the earl, and they remained for two days and nights

together in consultation ; at the termination of that

period, the earl sent additional forces and soldiers

with the governor, and he commanded him, that,

after his arrival at the town of Athlone, to request

Theobald of the Ships, the son of Richard of the

Iron, son of Edmond, son of Ulick (Burke) ; Mur-
i-ogh-na-Maor, the son of Donal of the War, son

of Gilladuff O'Flaherty, and the forces of Galway,

to convey the provisions and drink, and their ma-

chinery for erecting castles, which had come from

England to Galway, round along the headlands and

coasts northward, to the harbour of Sligo, and the

governor himself, with all his forces, to proceed by

land, by the most direct roads, until he should ar-

rive at Collooney, and to relieve andrelease O'Conor

Sligo from the strait and predicament in which he

was placed by O'Donnell ; the earl also command-

ed the governor not to return back until he had

erected a strong impregnable castle in Sligo, that

would always resist the Ultonians. The governor,

havingundertaken to have all these things executed,

took his leave of the earl, and proceeded to the

town of Athlone, and he enjoined Theobald of the

Ships, Murrogh-na-Maor, and the people of Gal-

way, that they should proceed by shipping along

the coast of Ireland directly from the west to Sligo
;

they did not neglect these instructions, for they

prepared to come, without delay or cessation, and

sailed with their fleet along the right hand side

of the land, until they entered the harbour of Sligo,

from the west, where they remained, as they were

ordered, until they should receive information about

the forces. The governor himself proceeded to

Roscommon, and he mustered all the English and

Irish under his controul in the adjoining districts,

who were in the service of the queen ; of those were

the sons ofthe earl of Clanrickard, namely, Rickard,

baron of Dunkellin, and Thomas; O'Conor Don,

i. e. Hugh, the son of Dermod, son of Carbry
;

Theobald Dillon, and Mac Sweeney of the Tuatha,

namely, Maolmurry, the son of Murrogh Mall, son

of Owen Oge, who was plundering and in oppo-

sition to O'Donnell, in alliance with the governor

at that time. They afterwards proceeded from

Roscommon to Tulsk, and they had twenty-eight

colours of soldiers on their departure from that

town, on the Sunday before Lammas (the Sunday
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before the 1st of August), precisely ; the governor,

with his forces, arrived before noon of that clay at

the monastery of Boyle, where they remained to

make preparations for the general march, which

they finally made. As to O'Donnell, when he

succeeded in establishing and confirming the siege

against the fortress in which O'Conor was to his

satisfaction, so that none would be suffered to go

into or come out of the castle, he left Niall Garv

O'Donnell in command of those who were carrying

on the siege, and having given him directions in

every thing necessary to be done, he himself

marched with hisforcesto Coir-Shliabh-na-Seaghsa

(the Curlew mountains, on the borders of Sligo

and Roscommon), and he encamped there, in order

to prevent the foreign army from crossing it un-

awares, for, from the first time he received intelli-

gence of the governor's intended march towards

him, by command of the earl of Essex, he was in

wait, and on the look out for him, for the space of

two months, till the 15th ofAugust, on the borders

of Bealach-Buidhe (the Yellow Pass), on the north

side of the Curlew mountain ; but, however, his

forces were dispersed and separated from him, in

various places, viz.. a party of them besieging the

castle in which O'Conor was, a portion of them

stationed before Theobald of the Ships, and the

forementioned fleet, and others of them guarding

the passes from Lough Kea, at the eastern extre-

mity of Seghais (the Curlew mountain), to Loch-

Teicheat (Lough O'Gara, in Sligo), at the western

extremity of Seghais. His chiefs and counsellors

told O'Donnell that they had not a force sufficient

to oppose the English in battle, as they had not their

troops collected together, but he considered their

opinion of little weightorconsequence, and said, that

it is not by a host ofmen a battle is gained, but who-

ever confides in the power of God, and has justice

on his side, it is he that must conquer and gain

the victory over his enemies. O'Donnell continued

in that manner till the 15th of August, as we have

stated, and that was the anniversary of the day on

whichthe Virgin Mary yielded her spirit,and he fast-

ed with abstinence in honour of the blessed Virgin

Mary, as he was accustomed to do ; a Mass was

celebrated for him, and the forces in general, and

after making his confession, and rigidly repent-

ing of his sins, he received the Eucharist, and he

commanded his forces to pray to God fervently

for the salvation of their souls, in the first place,

and to deliver them from the great danger which

awaited them by the English. During the time the

governor remained at the monastery of Boyle, he was

preparing and threatening, declaring and boasting,

every day, against the northerns, and promising he

would cross the movintain northward, despite of

them, and he marched on that day to perform what

he had promised. When O'Donnell received in-

telligence of that affair, he commanded his forces

to be assembled in one place, to be reviewed, and

put in order, and after they were inspected in ranks,

he then divided his forces into two bodies. He
arranged his swift and active men, his nimble and

expert soldiers (the kerns), and his shooting par-

ties (musketteers), on one side, with their loud-re-

porting, sure-aiming guns, their forcible, smooth-

stringed arrows (the archers), their blood-drawing

sharp spears, and all other kinds ofmissile weapons

;

he appointed fighting chieftains, and battle-main-

taining warriors, to command over the men, in

closing, pressing, and leading them on to the con-

flict, and to push them on to fight from the rear,

whenever their weaponsbecame relaxed ; he placed

his chiefs, and champions, and steady soldiers (the

galloglasses), on the other side, with their strong,

well-tempered, sharp swords, and well-shaped,

keen-edged battle-axes,and well-tried, large-headed

spears, to maintain the force of battle ; he alsocon-

verted his cavalry into foot soldiers, and distributed

them amongst his warriors, on account ofthe diffi-

culty ofthe ground before them. O'Donnell having

disposed his men in that manner, he commanded

the shooting party to advance, before the others,

to meet the foreign forces, to fight and shoot them

before the\' would come across the difficult part of

the mountain, and that he would be with the other

party at a certain place prepared to give them battle,

where he was sure ofovercoming them ; for it was

easier to defeat them, after they had been first

disabled by that party. O'Donnell had watching,

every day, a number of sentinels, who were con-

cealed on the brow of the mountain, in order that

the foreign force might not pass it unnoticed ; a

party of them happened to have been there that

day, who were reconnoitering at a distance the

monastery, and those who were in it ; while they

were thus watching, they perceived theforces taking

their arms, raising their standards, blowing their

4 o 2
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trympets, and mustering for general battle ; they

sent speedy infoi'mation of this to O'Donnell, who,

as soon as he heard it, commanded the party he

had directed to take the lead in the pass to proceed,

with all possible speed, onwards, to engage with

the English before they should come across the

intricate parts of the slopes ofthe mountain ; they

then proceeded as they were directed, with great

ardour, and each man of them having the courage

of a champion, they quickly reached the brow of

the mountain, before the English ; O'Donnell fol-

lowed them steadily, with a slow pace, attended by

the steady warriors, and faithful and strong heroes

whom he had selected about him, until they ar-

rived at the particular place in which they were

sure they would meet the English, where they

halted to encounter them. As to the advanced

force, which was commanded to take the van, they

continued to proceed in the way to meet the fo-

reign battalions, until they confronted them ; when

they came close to each other, the Irish cast

forth at them destructive showers of well-for-

med, ash-handled darts, flights of sharp-pointed

arrows, from their long and powerfully ef-

fective bows, and thick volleys of red flaming

flashes, and of hot fiery balls of lead, from their

perfectly straight and sure-aiming guns. These

shooting vollies were answered by the English sol-

diers, and their reports and echoes, and resounding

noise, were heard in the woods and waters, and in

the castles and stone buildings ofthe neighbouring

districts ; it was a wonder that the faint-hearted,

and even the brave, did not fly from the attack and

conflict, on hearing the battle clangour, and the

echoing and resounding of the powerful firing.

Champions were pierced, and heroes slain on either

side between them ; their chieftains in the fight, and

their leaders in the conflict, commanded O'Don-

tiell's people not to remain standing before the fo-

reigners, but to circumvent and surround them on

all sides, on which they closed around them on

every side as they were commanded, and they con-

tinued to cut them down fiercely and actively, and

without reserve, until they subdued their battle

courage in them in all directions, by the closeness

and vehemence of the conflict ; but, however, the

English at length turned their backs to the power-

ful men of the North, and the few in number de-

feated the hosts of hundreds, and precipitately

were the English routed back to the same place

from whence they had come ; their flight was so

pressing, that not one of them looked back for friend

or relative, and did not know whether any of those

they had left behind them was dead or alive, after

they once turned their backs to their enemies ; and

not one of them would have escaped to tell the

tale, were it not that those who routed and pursued

them were fewer in number, for it was impossible

for them to cut down all those in their power, on

account of the greatness and vastness of the num-
bers who were flying before them ; but, however,

they did not cease from pursuing them until they

went within the walls of the monastery from which

they had previously come. O'Rourke happened

to have been at that time on the eastern side ofthe

Curlew mountain, in a separate camp, and he had

promised O'Donnell that he would be ready to at-

tack the English, in conjunction with all others,

whenever the opportunity should offer. When he

heard the loud sounding of the trumpets and

drums, the great reports, and the resounding along

the earth of the powerful firing, he prepared to

proceed from his camp with his warriors, and they

having put on their battle-arms, they did not halt

in their quick progress until they arrived at the

place where O'Donnell's forces were fighting the

battle, and they commenced cutting and shooting

the champions, in conjunction with the others, un-

til the warriors lost a vast number of heads and

weapons. The governor, sir Conyers Clifford, was

slain, together with an immense number of English

and Irish, and it was in the beginning of the en-

gagement he was laid prostrate on the mountain,

mortally wounded, and the soldiers were ignorant

who first wounded him ; but, however, it was by a

ball which passed through him, and none of the

soldiers recognised him until O'Rourke at length

came to the place where he was, and discovered

that it was the governor, and he gave orders to be-

head him ; this was accordingly done, so that he

was a mangled trunk after his head was taken off.

The person who was slain there was greatly la-

mented, and it was grievous to have treated him so

ignominiously. The Irish of the province of Meva

(Connaught), were not happy at his death, for he

was a bestower of precious gifts and property to

them, and he stated no falsehood of them ; it was

not to one place that the governor was conveyed,
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from the field of battle, for his body was brought to

be buried to the island ofthe Trinity on Lough Kea,

in the barony of Moylurg (barony of Boyle), in

the county of Roscommon, and his head was af-

terwards carried to Collooney, in the barony of

Tirerill, in the county of Sligo. After the defeated

party had escaped to the monastery, O'Donnell's

people returned back, carrying with them the heads

and military weapons of their enemies; and having

retired to their encampments with great joy and

gladness, they offered up thanksgivings to God
and the Blessed Virgin Mary for their victory ; and

the unanimous voice of the men was, that it was

not by the force ofarms the English were defeated,

but through the miracles of God, and the siipplica-

tions of O'Donnell and his forces, after he had re-

ceived the pure essence of the body and blood of

Christ, in the beginning of that day, after the fast

which he had kept the previous day, in honour of

the Blessed Virgin Mary. As to the English,

after O'Donnell's people returned, they took to

3. Battle oftheCurlexo Mountains.—The Curlew mountains
are situated on the borders of Roscommon and Sligo, about two
miles north of the town of Boyle, in Moylurg, or Mac Dermott's
Country. Tliese mountains, called by the Irish Cor-Slieve, are

celebrated in Irish history, their passes being in ancient times the
scene of many great battles, several of whicli have been recorded
in the course of these Annals. This battle was fought on the 15th
of August, 1599, and is described by the various Irisli and Anglo-
Irish historians, from whom the following particulars have been
collected. The Irish were commanded by Red Hugh O'Donnell,
and by Bryan O'Rourke, lord of West Brefney, or Leitrim ; this

Bryan was son of the celebrated chief Bryan-na-Murtha O'Rourke,
who, having gone to Scotland for some auxiliaries, was treacher-

ously taken prisoner by King James VI., afterwards James I., of

England, wlio sent him to London to queen Elizabetli by whose
order he was confined in the Tower, afterwards tried, and hanged
at Tyburn ; an account of his death has been given at the year

1591, in these Annals. Amongst the chiefs who commanded on the

side of O'Donnell weresir John O'Dogherty of Inisowen,Owen Mac
Sweeny, and O'Gallagher of Donegal, and Conor Mac Dermott,
chief of Moylurg. O'Donnell assembled his forces at Ballymote,

and sent, says Mac Geoghegan, a garrison of 400 foot, under Mac
Sweeny of Fanat and Mac William Burke, to Sligo, to secure that
town against Theobald of the Ships, who was in alliance with the
English, and sailed towards it witii a fleet from Galway ; he also

sent 200 horse, under Niall Garv O'Donnell, to blockade Donogh
O'Conor Sligo, who then held the castle of Collooney for tlie queen.
These detachments reduced O'Donnell's forces to about 1,500 men

;

having possessed himself of the defiles of the Curlew mountains, he
had many large trees fene{l, and placed on the passes to obstruct
the advance of the Englisli. O'Donnell then encamped on the
adjoining plain ; his forces consisted, as usual, of Kerns and
galloglasses, with some bodies of musketeers and archers, whose
weapons are well described in the Annals. lie had some troops of

cavalry, which he dismounted and ordered to fight on foot, as tliey

could not otherwise act witli advantage on the slopes of the moun-
tain. Sir Conyers Clifl'ord, governor of Connaught, marched witli

the British forces from Athlone to Tulsk, and thence to Boyle,

where he was joined by the garrison of that town, and deter-

mined to attack O'Donnell, and assist his ally O'Conor Sligo. His
army, according to Mac Geoghegan and others, amounted to 2,500

the road, with all expedition, such of them as sur-

vived, until they arrived at their homees in grief

and sorrow. O'Donnell's people remained in their

tents that night, and they buried all those that were
slain on their side; when they learned that the

English had fled back, they proceeded to the cas-

tle of Collooney, where they had left the siege

carrying on against O'Conor. When O'Conor was
informed of the defeat and fall of sir Conyers Clif-

ford, in the battle of the Curlew mountains, he

did not believe it, until the head of the governor

was shown to him ; when he beheld the head he

gave up all hope of being rescued from imprison-

ment, and what he did was, to come forth and sur-

render at the mercy of O'Donnell, and he made
his submission to him ; that was a good resolution

for him, for O'Donnell put him in the possession

and government of his country, and he presented

him with many gifts of horses, cattle, and all sorts

of property, so that after that he possessed his

country'.

foot, with somesquadrons of cavalry. It is above stated in the An-
nals that he had 28 colours, and as each company, which usually
consisted of 100 men, bore a colour, tlie entire of the British
forces, and their Irish auxiliaries, amounted to about 2,800 men.
The following were the ofiicers under Cliff'ord : sir Alexander Rad-
cliffe, who led the van guard, and sir Arthur Savage, who brought
up the rear

; Richard Burke, baron of Dunkrllin, son of the earl of
Clanrickard, commanded in tlje centre ; sir Griffin Markam, and
captain John Jephson, commanded lord Southampton's cavalry;
colonel Theobald Dillon, baron of Kilkenny West, in Westmeath

;

sir John Harrington, captains Lyster, Cosby, and Oliver Burke,
were also commanders. Several of the Irish chiefs, with their
forces, also joined Clifford, as Hugh O'Conor Don, and O'Conor
Roe of Roscommon ; Maolmora Mac Sweeny, and sir John Mac
Sweeny, who, in consequence of some quarrels, revolted from
O'Donnell, though before that time the Mac Sweenys always
fought on his side. On the morning of the battle, O'Donnell ad-
dressed to his men on the mountain an animatiug harangue, in the
Irish language, tlie substance of which is given by Taaffe, from
O'SuIlivan Beare, in which are the following passages—" Tlie great
dispenser of eternal justice has already doomed to destruction
those assassins, who have butchered our wives and our children,
plundered us of our properties, set fire to our habitations, demo-
lished our churches, and monasteries, and who have changed the
face of Ireland into a wild uncultivated desert. On this day,
more particularly, I trust to heaven for protection, a day dedicated
to the greatest of all saints, whom these enemies of religion en-
deavour to vilify ; a day on which we have purified our consciences
to defend honestly the cause of justice, against men whose hands
are reeking with blood, and who, not content with driving us from
our native plains, come to hunt us like wild beasts into the moun-
tains of Dunaveeragh. But, brave Irishmen, you burn for revenge.
Scorning the advantage of this impregnable situation, let us rush
down, and show the world, that, guided by the Lord of life and
death, we exterminated those oppressors of the human race. He
who falls will fall gloriously, fighting for justice, for liberty, and
for his native land ; his name will be remembered, wlule there is

an Irishman on the face of the earth ; and he who survives will be
pointed at, as the companion of O'Donnell, and the defender of his

country. The congregation shall make way fur him at the altar,

saying, that hero fought at the battle of Dunaveeragh." The
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^ĥhen Theobald of the Ships received intelli-

gence of the defeat of the English, and of the fall

ofthe governor, and that O'Conor had been released

from the castle as we have stated, the resolution he

came to was, not to fight against O'Donnell any

longer, and he afterwards confirmed his friendship

with him, and O'Donnell permitted the fore-men-

tioned ships to return back again to Gal way.

Some gentlemen of the Mac Mahons of Oirgiall

(in Monaghan), together with a hundi'ed soldiers,

were employed for pay by O'CarroU (of Ely Car-

British forces advanced from Boyle towards llie mountain, in the

rnorninji, and, ahout 51 o'cloclt, the conflict commenced, and con-

tinued for a considerable time very fiercely on both sides. Sir

Alexander Radcliffe, at tlie liead of iiis men, made some advance

up the liill, towards a bog; and wood, from wliicli he was attacked

by the Irish, and, after fighting ahout an hour and a lialf, it is said

Eadcliffe's men had expended their powder and shot, and the van

guard, pressed on by tlie Irish, wavered, wheeled about, and were
routed on all sides. Radcliffe received a wound in the face, and
another in the leg, and was soon after shiin. The van guard being

routed, sir Conyers Clifford himself endeavoured to animate his men
to the contest, and laboured to rally ti)em by his voice and example,
but in vain, and the brave veteran, rusliiug onward, was shot

through the body with a ball, and slain in the thick of battle.

Sir Griffin Markhara was shot through the arm and nearly killed.

Sir John Harrington (the translator of Ariosto), who was a captain

in the queen's service, gives an account of this battle iii his Nug(B
Antiqna, and he and Morrison stale, that the cavalry under Jeph-
8on gave a desperate charge up the hill, among rocks and bogs,

but they were mostly cut to pieces by the fierce onsets of the Irish

Kerns and galloglasses, and all their colours were taken. The
valiant O'Rourke, being posted at a distant part of the mountain,

to guard a pass to Sligo, did not arrive on the field till about the

middle of the battle, but he then fell on with great fury, animated
with the recollection of old wrongs, and revenge for tlie death of

his father ; he led on bis kerns and galloglasses, and they rushed

impetuously down the hill, with terrific shouts and clashing of arms,
pouring on the English ranks like a torrent, and they piked and
hewed their way through them on all sides, with unrelenting rage,

and pursued them with great slaughter. The English were pur-

sued as far as Boyle, where the remnant of theirforces found refuge

that night, but fearing O'Donnell, they, early the next monung,
retreated to Athlone. Morrison says, " but the lord of Dunkellin,

sir Arthur Savage, captain John Jepbson, and many of the best

judgement, considering that, as the governor was lost, our troops

utterly dismayed, and O'Donnell come down with all liis forces

into these parts, they thought fit our men should retire to their gar-

risons. So captain Jeplison all that night kept the ford (at Boyle),

while our foot, in the silent night, retired, and in the morning,

when they were in safety, he, with the horse under his command,
went softly after them to the castlg of Athlone." Mac Geoghegan
states, that of the English forces 1,400 were slain, but at least

1,500 fell in the battle and pursuit ; and the Four Masters say,

that if the pursuers had not been so few in number, as compareil to

those who fled, that few of the English would have escaped

to tell the tale. As to Morrison, Cox, Leland, and other Anglo-
Irish writers, they give most absurd and confused accounts of

this battle, and appear to have had no accurate information

on the subject, and they did not even know that O'Donnell was
the commander. In this battle O'Donnell lost only aliout 150 or

200 men in killed and wounded. The Irish obtained immense
booty, atnunition, arms, armour, colours, horses, &c. Mac Geoghe-
gan says that O'Neill was advancing to assist O'Donnell, but he
arrived too late by two days to share in the glory of the victory.

The body of sir Conyers Clifford being recognized amidst the slain,

O'Rourke had his head cut off, and O'Donnell sent it to the castle

roll, in Tipperary, and King's county), namely,

Calvach, the son of William Odhar, son of Fear-

ganainm, in the spring of this year ; and when the

time of paying their stipend arrived, O'Carroll and

his people went to them by night, and slew them

on their sleeping places, and in their inns ; some

of them were hanged on the nearest trees to him,

but, however, a jiarty of a town of them escaped,

despite of O'Carroll.

After the president of the two provinces of Mun-
ster and the governor of the province ofConnaught,

of Collooney, to O'Conor Sligo, as the Roman general, to dismay
the Carthaginians, had cast before their advanced guarfls the head
ofAsdrubal. O'Conor, dismayed at the death of Clifford, sur-

rendered the castle to O'Donnell, and sued for pardon. It is

stated by Taaffe, that the day after the battle O'Donnell ordered

O'Hourke to pursue O'Conor Don, but O'Rourke refused, saying,
" O'Conor Don is my brother-in-law, and I have no eneiuies but

those foreigners and Saxons who murdered my father." O'Don-
nell himself marched to Ballintobber, and O'Conor's elans, awed
'ly his name, forsook their own chief, who had joined Elizabeth,

O'Donnell had, it is said, but one piece of artillery, a brass cannon
which was sent as a present to hiui from Spain, and, assisted by
O'Conor's men, this gun was placed on the heights of Ballyfinne-

gan, to batter the castle of Ballintobber, when O'Conor surrender-

ed at discretion. O'Donnell generously forgave O'Conor Sligo,

and restore<J liim to his possessions, and he and O'Conor Roe gave
up the queen's cause, and joined their countrymen ; but O'Conor
Don took no active part against the English. In D'Alton's An-
nals of Boyle some interesting particulars are given about this

battle, and, amongst other matters, the following letter, which was
sent by Mac Dermott to the constable of Boyle, with the body of

sir Conyers Clifford, giving permission to have it buried in the

monastery of the Holy Trinity at Boyle. Sir John Harrington

condemns the Latin as bad, but says the sense was civil. " Con-
stabulario de Boyle salutem. Scias quod ego traduxi corpus

Gubernatoris ad Monasterium Sancta3 Trinitatis propter ejus di-

lectionem et alia de causa ; si velitis mihi redire meos captives ex

predicto corpore, quod paratus sum ad couferendum vobis ipsum,

alias sepultus erit hoiieste in predicto Monasterio, et sic vale.

Seriptum apud Gaywash 15th August, 1.599. Interim pone bonum
liuteamen ad predictum corpus, et si velitis sepelire omnes alios

nobiles non impediam vos erga eos." The Latin is not good, but It

may be excused, as written in a hurry on the day of battle, and

probaldy no dictionary at band, but the purport appears to be as

follows ;
" To the constable of Boyle, health. Know that I have

sent the body of thegovernor to the monastery of the HolyTrinity,

out of respect to him, and other reasons ; if you wish to restore

my prisoners, in exchange for the aforesaid body, I am ready to

confer with you on the subject ; at all events, the body will be

honourably buried in the aforesaid monastery, and so farewell.

Written at Gaywash, kc. ; in the meantime put good burial clothes

on the aforesaid body, and if you wish to bury all the other nobles,

I will not prevent you doing so towards them." The celebrated

Cistercian abbey of Boyle was founded, and amply endowed, by
the Mac Dermotts, lords of Moylurg, and the venerable ruins

which still remain show its former magnificence. It appears that,

at this time, this ancient abbey was converted into a military de-

pot, and was one of the chief garrisons ofthe English in Connaught.
In May, IGOl, according to Fynes Morrison, the lord deputy
Mountjoy, and the council, appointed tliat 1000 foot and 00 horse

should be left at the abbey of Boyle, under the command ofthe
earl of Clunrickard, with instructions to infest O'Conor Sligo, and
prevent O'Rourke from joining O'Donnell, which served, he says,

to I'urther their new plantation at Ballyshannon, where a garrison

was placed, and sir Henry FoUiott appointed governor.
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were slain, as we have stated, in their proper

places, the earl of Essex, and O'Neill, i. e. Hugh,
the son of Feardorcha, son of Con Bacach, went
to meet each other, to hold a conference, on the

first days of the month of September, and the re-

sult of their conference was, that peace was ratified

between them for the space of two months, and

that the English and Irish should hold their own
places respectively during that period.'' When
the earl of Essex made peace with O'Neill, on that

occasion he proceeded to Dublin, but did not stop

long there until he went to England, after having

displayed the most splendid regal state ever exhi-

bited by the Saxons in Ireland ; he left Ireland

without peace, tranquility, lord justice, governor,

or president, except alone that he left the care of

the sword of state with the chancellor and sir Ro-

bert Gardiner. (According to Cox, the lords jus-

tices were Adam Loftus, lord chancellor, and sir

George Cary, treasurer-at-war). It was not known
to any of the Irish whether the earl had left Ireland

with the intention of returning back again, or to

remain beyond (in England).

O'Kennedy Fionn, namely, Anthony, the son of

Donogh Oge, son of Hugh, son ofAwlave ofBaile-

ui-Eachdach, in Lower Omiond, in the county of

Tipperary, died in the month of November, and

Giolla Duv O'Kennedy was nominated the O'Ken-
nedy.

Master Neillan, i. e. James, the son of Donal,

4. Conference between O^iVeill and theearlqf J?.fsex.—An ac-
count of this conference is jiiven by t-araden, Cox, Fvnes Morrison,
and MacGcogliegan. In the beginningof September, 1599, Robert
Devereux, earl of Essex, marched towards Ulster, by Kells and the

borders of Cavan, witli 27(10 horse and 3U0 foot, against Hugh
O'Neill, earl ofTyrone. O'Neill was posted with his forces for several

days on the hills in Monaghan, on the borders of Louth and Arniatch,

and it is said he sent one of his officers, named O'Hagan, to the earl

of Essex, requesting a conference on. the next day at a ford calied

Ballaclinch, not far from the town of Louth, and near the castle of

Gerald Fleming. Leland says that captain Thomas Lee, an Eng-
lish officer under Essex, acted as internuncio between him and
O'Neill ; this Lee was author of the celebrated memorial on the
state of Ireland addressed to queen Elizabeth, and given in Curry's
Civil Wars. Essex having agreed to the interview, sent persons
before him to examine the place, and they met O'Neill near the
ford, and he informed them that though the river was much swell-

ed by the rains they could easily converse with each other across

the stream. Essex came down to the banks of the river alone,

having planted a troop of h.irse on the next hill. O'Neill was on
the opposite bank, and boldly rode his horse up to his middle
into the river; much conversation passed between himself and
^ssex for about an hour, hut there were no persons witliin

hearing of them. This interview took place about the 7th or

8th of September, according to various accounts; each of the
carls returned to their troops, and Con O'Neill, Tyrone's son,

following Essex, requested a further conference, which he agreed

son of Awlave, son of Donogh O'Neillan, a man
who kept a house of general hospitality, and who
was skilled in the arts, died in the month of Octo-
ber at Baile-Ui-Aille, in the barony ofQuinn (now
Bunratty), in the county of Clare.

Castlemaine (in Kerry), was taken by the earl

of Desmond, about the November of this year,

from the queen's people, on account of the guards
being in want of the necessaries of life.

Loch Gair (in the barony of Small County, in

Limerick), was also taken by the same earl from
the queen's people.

O'Conor Sligo, namely Donogh, the son of Ca-
thal Oge, remained in the friendship and alliance

of O'Donnell, from the time in which the governor

was slain to the end of this year; that was a

beneficial change and an advantageous protection

against adversity for him to join in that friendship,

and abandon the slow, unprofitable promises made
to him (by the English) from year to year till then

;

when O'Conor became obedient to O'Donnell, he

gave O'Conor an immense deal of cows, horses,

and of every sort of cattle and flocks, also of corn,

and of all other necessary things he required to

cultivate and inhabit the countryj after it had been

a waste, without dwellings or habitations, for a

long time till then.

O'Donnell went, in the month of December, to

make peace between the Clan William (Burkes of

Connaught), in their dissensions, viz., between

to, provided the chiefs who came did not exceed six. The earl

O'Neill, with his brother Cormac, accompanied by Magennis,
Hugh Maguire, Evir Mac Colla Mac Mahon, Niall O'Quinn, and
Henry Ovington advanced to the ford. The earl of Essex came
down to meet them, attended by the earl of Southampton, sir

George Bourchier, sir \\'arham St. Leger, sir Henry Danvers, sir

Edward Wingtield, and sir William Constable. The earls saluted

each other with great respect, and, after some conversation, it was
agreed tiiat certain deputies should next day treat about peace.

It was finally concluded between them, that a truce for si-X weeks
should take place from that day, to be renewed every six weeks 'till

the 1st of May, yet so as that both sides should be at liberty, upon
14 days' notice, to renew the war, and if any of O'Neill's confede-

rates refused to consent to this, he should leave him to he pursued

by the lord deputy. This conference took place on the river La-
gan, which separates Monaghan from Louth, and Garrett Fleming's

castle was situated near the Ardee road. In Shirely's History of

Famey it is stated that the ford of Ballaclinch is now called An-
naghclint, and that it was here the interview took place, though,

according to others, it was at Essex Ford, in the parish of KiUany,
and supposed by some to be on the river Glyde, near the Lagan.
It appears that the earl of Essex was on the Louth side, and
O'Neill advanced on the Monaghan side of the Lagan, in Famey.
The conference between O'Neill and Essex forms the subject of an
excellent historical painting by J. E. Doyle, an Irish artist, and
was exhibited during the present summer (1846), at the Royal
Hibernian Academy.
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My William, i.e. Theobald, the son of Walter

Ciotach, and Theobald of the Ships, the son of

Richard of the Iron, and after having established

peace, he proceeded to march into Clanrickard, but,

however, he did not go beyond Oranmore on that

occasion, and he encamped for three nights in the

vicinity of Machaire Riavach and of Galway ; a

prey was brought to him from the Spaire of the

great town (Galway), and although the fear and

I. The English Forces in War ofElizabeth.—The kings of Eng-

land sent immense forces to Ireland, at various times, under different

lords-lieutenant, deputies, and marshals, of which accounts have

heen given in the course of these notes. In 1171, King Henry II.,

landed at Waterford, with a fleet of 240 ships, and a force of 4,000

cavalry, or men-at-arms, and archers, with 500 Knights. In 1185,

prince John, son of king Henry II., came to Ireland with a fleet of

60 ships, and great forces, and landed at Waterford ; and again,

in A. D. 1209, the same John, being king of England, landed at

Waterford, with a great fleet and army, for the reduction of Ire-

land. In 1394, king Richard II., having resolved on the conquest

of Ireland, collected an immense army, and landed at Waterford,

with a fleetof200 sail, and a. force oHliirty-fourt?imistind soMiers,

consisting of 4,000 cavalry, or men-at-arms, and 30,000 archers,

besides a great number of Knights and noblemen. King Richard

returned to England the following year, after having obtained the

submission of some of the Irish princes and chiefs. In 1399, king

Richard again invaded Ireland, and landed at Waterford, with a

great fleet and an immense army, amounting to between thirty and

forty thousand men, but great numbers of his forces were cut oft'

in various conflicts with the Irish chiefs of Leinster, under Art

Mac Murrogh, king of that province ; Richard returned to England

in the same year, without effecting the conquest of the country.

These were the greatest armies that had ever before invaded Ireland,

and accounts of these expeditions have been given at p. 191 in these

notes. The various lords'-lieutenant and deputies who came to Ire-

land from the time of Henry II., to the reign ofElizabeth, were all

generally accompanied with forces from England, varying from 500
to 1000, or 2000 men; but, during the reign of Elizabeth, more
numerous forces were sent for the reduction of Ireland than at any
other period. An account of the forces which came to Ireland in

the reign of Elizabeth is given in Cox's Hibernia Anglicana, in

Mac Geoghegan's Ireland, and other histories, but of the last six

years of the war, from 1696 to 1602, a more particular account is

given in Fynes Morrison's Ireland. O'SuUivan Beare also gives a

full account of the war, for the last fifteen years of the reign of

Elizabeth ; and of the two last years an account is given in Ca-
rew's Pacata Hibernia. Borlasc, in his Reduction of Ireland, also

gives an account of the forces which came to Ireland in the reign

of Elizabeth. In 1559, Thomas Radcliffe, earl of Sussex, lord

deputy, had, according to Co.v, a force of 1300 foot, 320 horse, and

300 Kerns. In 1565, sir Nicholas Arnold, lord justice, had a force

of 1596 soldiers ; and in 1566, colonel Randolph came from Eng-
land to Derry with 700 men. The lords deputies, sir Henry Syd-
ney, sir William Fitzwilliam, sir William Pelhara,and sir William

Drury, between the years 1570 and 1580, had each of them gene-

rally a force of from 2,000 to 3,000, horse and foot. In 1673,

Walter Devereux, earl of Essex, came from England with a force

of 400 foot and 200 horse, to plant an English colony in Clannaboy.

In 1579, captains Bourchier and Carew came to Waterford witli

600 men, and sir John Perrott with six ships and forces to Cork
;

and admiral Winter came with a fleet to the coast of Kerry. The
lords deputies Arthur Grey, sir John Perrott, and sir William

Fitzwilliam, had each generally a force of about 3,000 men under

their command in the war with the Geraldines ; and captain Zouch,
president of Muuster, had also great forces. From 1578 to 1683,

vast numbers of the English forces were slain in the war with the

Geraldines of Munster. From 1594 to 1597 the lords' deputies sir

William Russell, and lord Borough, with generals sir John and sir

dread of him were generally felt from that place to

Leim-Cuculain (or the Leap of Cuculin, now Loop
Head, in Clare), he did nothing more on that oc-

casion, but returned back into Ulster.

The province of Ulster was as a full pool, a well

ready to overflow, or an unruffled wave, in this

year, without danger of battle, preying, fighting,

or capture, from any quarter of Ireland, while, in

truth, their terror was over every country.

Thomas Norria, in the campaigns in Ulster against Hugh O'Neill,

had always a force of from 3000 to 5000 men ; and sir Richard
Bingham, governor of Connaught, and his brother George, had
great forces in their battles with O'Donnell, O'Rourke, &c. In

1596, when O'Neill, O'Donnell, and the other Irish chiefs, at the

great convention held at Foghart, near Dundalk, refused to ratify

any peace with the English, except on conditions of being allowed

their full rights, and the free exercise of the Catholic religion, ac-

coro'ing to Mac Geoghegan, with a restoration of the greater part

of their ancient territories, it is stated at p. 610, in these Annals,

that an iraniense army of no less than twenty thousand men was
sent to Ireland by the queen. In 1698 and—99, the marshal sir

Henry Bagnall, in Ulster, and sirConyers Clifford, governor of Con-
naught, had each an army of 6,000 men, but their forces were cut

to pieces by O'Neill and O'Donnell, in the great battles of the Yel-

low Ford, and of the Curlew mountains. During this war, there

were marshals or military governors, called presidents, in the four

provinces, and each of them always had an army of about 3,000
men under their command. In the year 1599, at p. 642 in these

Annals, it is mentioned that sir Richard Bingham, who had been

governor of Connaught, returned to Ireland witli a force of 8000
men from England. In 1599, on the 15th of April, Robert Deve-
reux, earl of Essex, came to Ireland as lord lieutenant, and landed

at Dublin with a great army; Cox says he h«d " an army as great

and as well furnished as his heart could desire for that service,

being at first 1,300 horse and 16,000 foot, which was afterwards in-

creased (0 20,000 men complete " About 6,000 of these forces, as

before stated, were cut off by the Irish chiefs, during the expedition

of Essex into Leinster and Munster. From 1600 to 1602, the lord

deputy Mountjoy got about 20,000 men from England ; he had about
3000 men under his own command, and from 1000 to 2000 men
each were commanded by sir Warham St. Leger,and sir George
Carew, the presidents of Munster. Sir Arthur Savage, president

of Connaught, had about 2000 men, and the earls of Clanrickard

and Thomond had each a force of about 1000. In 1600, it is

stated by Morrison, that sir Henry Docwra brought more than 3000
men from England, and that he had afterwards 4000 foot and 200
horse at Lough Foyle and Derry ; but the Four Masters state that

he had 6000. In 1601, according to Cox, a force of 2000 men
from England landed at Waterford and Cork, and in the same year
2000 foot and some horse came from England, and landed at

Waterford. In the same year the admirals Levison and Preston

came, with ten ships of war, and 2000 foot, to Cork, and also a
large supply of artillery, arms, amnmnition, &c. The combined
British forces, under lord Mountjoy, sir George Carew, and other

commanders, in 1001, amounted to 16,960 foot, and 1487 horse.

The entire of the forces that came from England, in the reign of

Elizabeth, for a period of more than 40 years, from 1560 to 1600,
amounted to at least 80;000 men.

Anglo-Irish Forces.—Independent of the armies from England,
there were also great forces raised in Ireland, consisting of Anglo-
Irish, that is Irish of English descent, and of native Irish. In

A. D. 1571, Cox gives the following account of some Irish and
Anglo-Irisli forces in the service of the queen, in the county ofCork,
Mac Carthy More had 6 horse, 24 shot, 126 galloglasses, and 100
Kerne. Mac Carthy Riagh, 8 horse, 10 shot, 40 galloglasses, and
60 Kerne. Sir Donogh Mac Teige Mac Carthy of Muskerry, 6
horse, 10 shot, 20 galloglasses, and 40 Kerne. Mac Donogh, chief

of Kanturk, 4 horse, 8 shot, 20 galloglasses, and 30 Kerne. The
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Robert, earl of Essex, whom we stated to have

come to Ireland in the May of the foregoing year,

lord Barry, 6 horse, 10 shot, 30 galloglasses, and 20 Keme. The
lord Courcy , 2 horse, 4 shot, 6 galloglasses, and 8 Kerne. Total 32
horse, 66 sliot, 242 galloglasses, and 248 Kerne. In lo84, Cox
gives the following account of the Militia in Muoster in the queen's
serf ice

:

Shot. BUlmen.
Thecity ofWaterford - - - - 300 300
The city of Limerick - - - - 200 600
The city of Cork - - - - 700 300
Cashel ------ 20 140
Clonmel ------ 40 200
Kilmallock ------ 20 100
Fethard - - - - - - 20 100
Kinsale ------ 20 100
Carrick ------ 20 40
The barony of Muskerry in Cork - - 20 300

do. Carberry do. - - 30 1000
do. Imokilly do. - - 12 80
do. Condons do. - - 8 60

Lord Barry's Country do. - - 30 200
ilae Carthy More do. and part of Kerry 8 400
Deeies in Waterford - - - - 20 200
The county of Tipperary - - - 50 400

Total 918 4,620

The Billmen, above mentioned, were a sort of battle-axe men,
armed with halberds, or pole-axes ; those mentioned as shot were
musketeers. In 1585, the lord deputy, sir John Perrott, ac-

cording to Cox, issued a commission to sir Richard Bingham, go-
vernor of Connaught, and others, authorising them to compound
between the queen and the subject, and between the lord and the

tenant, for cesses, rents &c., and to bring the inhabitants of Con-
naught, and of Thomond, or the county of Clare, to a composition
of paying ten shillings per annum for every quarter ofland contain-

ing 120 acres, besides a certain number of soldiers amongst them
on every Jiishig out; and having proceeded, by Inquisition of a

jury, they allotted certain payments mentioned by Cox, and the

following numbers of soldiers were to be levied : The county of

Mayo was to contribute 200 foot and 40 horse, at their own charge,

wlien required, and 50 foot and 15 horse in such manner as the

peers and English bishops ought to do; the entire province of Con-
naught was to contribute 1054 foot and 224 horse, to the general

Hostings in Connaught, and 332 foot and 88 horse at every time,

for 40 days, any where in Ireland. Thomond was to furnish 200
foot and 40 horse armed, at all Hostings in Thomond, and 15 horse

and 50 foot, at all general Hostings. In 1585, according to Co.x,

the lord deputy Perrott had instructions that the regular army,
being then 1 ,900 strong, the deputy should certify " whether it

were better give the soldiers sterling pay, and no victuals, or to

continue victuals, and the old Irish pay, for the queen will no
longer allow both victuals and the increased pay."

The Hostings here mentioned were great meetings of the mili-

tary of a province, county, or district, convened to prepare for

service in the field, and to show their strength, equipment, &c.

An account of the Hostings, and other modes of military manage-
ment and discipline of the forces of the English Pale, their pay,
arms, ice., is given in Baron Finglas's Breviate, in Harris's Hiber-

nica. In Spenser's View of Ireland, and the Tracts of sir John
Davis, accounts are also given of the forces and military manage-
ment of the Pale. In A. D. ICOl, Cox and Morrison give an

account of a general Hosting of the Pale, assembled on the Hill of

Tara in Meath, on the last day of June, at which attended the

following forces : For the county of Dublin, 12 horse, 95 archers,

and 16 kerne. For Meath, 81 horse, 173 archers and 100 keme.
For Westmeath, 60 horse and 2 archers. For Kildare, 18 horse

and 57 archers. For Louth, 36 horse and 61 archers, making in

all 207 horse, 378 archers, and 116 kerne. The Irish forces which
attended along with these were 182 horse and 307 kerne. In

and to have gone to England in the November of

the same year, met with a repulsive, reproachful,

sharp, and uncourteous reception from the council

Leinster, from the year 1580 to 1600, Thomas Butler, earl of Or-
mond, according to Cox, Lodge, and others, maintained 200 horse
and 500 foot, in all expeditions made by the lords deputies, and
fought in almost every battle. Cox says that " in Desmond's re-
bellion, Ormond and his forces slew 46 captains, 800 traitors, and
4,000 common soldiers.

Garrisons.—From 1597 to 1602, there were powerful English
garrisons in various parts of Ireland, but they were chieflv estab-
lished by the lord deputy Mountjoy, in the year IGOO. In the
first and second volumes of Fynes Morrison, a full account is given
of these garrisons, and their commanders, and partly also by Co.x
and Mac Geoghegan. In Ulster, and the parts of the Pale bor-
dering on that province, the following garrisons were placed. In
May, 1600, according to Morrison, Cox, and others, sir Henry
Docwra came from England with a fleet of 67 ships, and a force of
3,000 foot and 200 horse, besides seamen, afterwards increased by
1000 men more from Dublin ; Mae Geoghegan states that he had
5000 foot and 300 horse, and the Four Masters say he had 6000
men. Docwra first came to Carrickfergus, and sailed from thence
to Lough Foyie, where he arrived on the 14th of May, and accor-
ding to Morrison, he had under him 25 captains. He formed the
following garrisons : at Derry, 850 foot ; at Dunalong, 650 ; at
LifFord, 800 ; there was also a force of 1000 foot and 50 horse
sent to form a garrison at Ballyshannon, under sir Matthew Mor-
gan, and afterwards commanded by sir Henry Folliott. Sir Arthur
Savage, the governor of Connaught, placed a garrison of 1000 foot
and 60 horse at the abbey of Boyle, in Roscommon, to act against
O'Rourke and O'Conor Sligo, and prevent their co-operation with
O'Donnell. In Carrickfergus, there was a garrison of 850 foot and
125 horse, under sir Arthur Chichester and others, and Chichester
also had 850 foot and 100 horse at Mountjoy in Tyrone. In JVewrv,
1000 foot and 50 horse, under sir Samuel Bagnall, and several cap-
tains. At Lecale and Downpatrick, 600 foot and 100 horse, under
sir Richard Morrison. At Carlingford, 100 foot. In Dundalk,
650 foot and 100 horse, under sir Richard Morrison, and others.
Ki the abbey of Armagh, 800 foot and 1 25 horse, under sir Henry
Davers, &c. At Mountnorris, in Armagh, 600 foot and 50 horse,
under sir Samuel Bagnall, and captain Edward Blaney. At
Portmore, on the Blackwater, 350 foot and50 horse, under captain
Williams. At Lisgannon, in the county of Cavan, towards the
borders of Monaghan, 500 foot and 50 horse, under Plunkett, lord
Dunsany, captain Esmond, sir William Warren, and sir Henry
Harrington. There were also garrisons some time in the towns of
Cavan, Enniskillen, and Monaghan, about the years 1595-96, but
these towns were retaken by the O'Reillys, Maguires and Mae
Mahons. Several places on the borders of Ulster were strongly
garrisoned. In Annaly or Loncford, 800 foot and 12 horse, under
sir John Barkley. At Kells, 400 foot and 50 horse, under the
earl of Kildare, lord Dunsany, sir Henry Harrington, and Hugh
O'Reilly. At Ardee, 700 foot and 50 horse, under sir Garrett
Sloore, and sir Charles Percy. In DrogJieda, 500 foot and some
horse, under captain Billing. Cox and Morrison say, that Mount-
joy made war on the Irish, by a small flying army and numerous
garrisons, and it appears, from the above accounts, that there were
more than 12,000 horse and foot appointed to act against O'Neill
and O'Donnell, in Ulster. There were also garrisons varying from
200 to 500, and in some places fi-om 700 to 1000 men, placed in va-
rious strong towns of the Pale, and throughout Leinster, Munster,
and Connaught, of which accounts are given by Morrison, and these
various garrisons amounted to at least 10,000 men. The chief
garrison towns were Athboy, Trim, Jiavan, Mullingar, Ballymore,
Philipstown, Maryborough, Bheban, Athy, Kildare, Naas, Dublin,
Newcastle, Wicklow, Wexford, Enniscorthy, Carlow, Kilkenny,
Waterford, Cork, Kilmallock, Limerick, Galway and Athlone.

Anglo-Iriahfor the Queen.—The following were the old fami-
lies of English descent who supported the queen's cause ; In
Meath and Leinster, Henry, William, and Gerald Fitzgerald,
earls of Kildare ; the Plunkets, barons of Killeen, Dunsany, and

4 p
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of England, when he appeared before them ; he

was, in the first place, reprimanded for his pusil-

Loutli ; the Prestons, viscounts of Gormanstown ; Fleming, haron

of Slane ; Taafie of Loutli ; St. Laurence, baron of Howtli ; Barn-

wall, baron of Trinilcstown ; Butler, baron of Dunboyne ; Nugent,

baron of Delvin ; Dillon, baron of Kilkenny West. In Minister,

Thomas Butler, earl of Ormond ; Barry, lord Barrymore and Biit-

tevant ; de Courcy, baron of Kinsale ; Burke, baron of Castlecon-

nell. In Connaught, Ulick, and Kichard Burke, earls of Clan-

rickard and barons of Dunkellin ; Theobald Burke of the Ships in

Mayo ; Berraingham, baron of Athcnry.

Anglo-Irish ngriinst the Queen.—In Munster, Gerald and

James Fitzrjerald, earls of Desmond, with the other great families

of tlie Gerald ines of Munster. Patrick and Thomas Fitzmaurice,

barons of Lixnaw and lords of Kerry ; and Patrick Condon of

Condons, in Cork ; David Roche, viscount of Fermoy ; Thomas
Butler, baron of Cahir ; and Richard Butler, viscount Mount-
garrett; Richard Purcell, baron of Loughmoe, in Tipperary ; and

sir Pierce de Lacy of Bruif, in Limerick. In Menth and Leinster

,

James Fitz-Eustace, viscount of Baltinglass; captain Richaril

Tyrrell, of Fartullagli, in Westmeath, and some of the Nugents,
Plunketts and Fitzgeralds. In ConnniigM, Theobald Mac Wil-

liam Burke of Mayo, and Redmond Burke, baron of Leitrim, in

Galway.
Milesian Irishfor the Queen.—In Munster, Donogh O'Brien,

earl of Thomond, and Murrogh O'Brien, baron of Inchiqiiin, with
their forces in Clare and Limerick, fought on the side of the queen.

Cormac, Donogh, and Teige Mac Carthy, in Desmond, Carberry
and Muskerry, in the counties of Cork and Kerry, with some of

the Mac Donoghs, O'SuUivans, O'Donevans, and others, joined

the queen. In Leinster, Bryan aTid Florence Fitzpatrick, barons

of Ossory, in the Queen's county j Mulroona O'Carroll, lord of

Ely, in King's county; sir Terence O'Dcmpsey, and sir Teige

O'Dunn, in Queen's county ; and two chiefs of the O'Ferralls in

Longford, with O'Melaghlin in Westmeath. In Connaught, Hugh
0'ConorDon,and 0'ConorRoe,in Roscommon ; and DonogtiO'Con-
or Sligo. In Ulster, Niall Garv O'Donnell, a chief of Donegal, join-

ed the queen, being set up by the Englisii in opposition to Red
Hugh O'Donnell, prince of Tirconnell. Morrison snys, that the

lord deputy, Mountjoy, in IGOO, desired to have authority out of

England to pass Tirconnell, or the county of Donegal, to Niall Garv,
reserving only 800 acres about Ballysliannon, and the fishing of

the Erne, to her majesty ; and, says Morrison, " such was the

opinion of the service this turbulent spirit could do the state, that
he got the command of 300 foot and 100 horse in her majesty's

pay." In Fermanagh, Conor Roe Maguire joined the English,

with his sons and forces, being set up in opposition to Hugh, the
legitimate lord. In Cavan, Miles O'Reilly, in opposition to Ed-
mond O'lleilly, prince of Brefney, got a grant of the county of

Cavan, by letters patent from the queen, and commanded as colo-

nel, a regiment in her service. In Tyrone, Art, the son of Torlogh
Luineaeh O'Neill, former prince ofTyrone, also joined the English,

and was called sir Arlhur O'Neill. Many others of the Irish

chiefs joined the queen, being set upandsujiported by the English,

in opposition to the legitimate lords of the various territories,

hence these chiefs are frequently mentioned by- diiTerent writers,

at this time, as the queen's O'Donnell, the queen's Maguire, the

queen's O'Cunor, the queen's O'Reilly, the queen's O'Neill, &c.
Cox, giving an account of the lord deputy Russell's progress in

Ulster, in 1595, says, that O'MoUoy of the King's county carried

the English standard one day, and O'Hanlon of Armagh on the

next. According to the accounts of Cox and Morrison, one-third

of the queen's army in Ireland, or about 5000 men, consisted of
Irish kerns, galloglasses, and cavalry, and these writers condemn,
as dangerous to the state, the practice of taking Irish into the

queen's service ; they state that the lord deputy, sir John Perrott,

first introduced the practice to save charges, and " he armed the
Irish in Ulster against the incursions of tlic Islander Scots, and so

taught them the use of arms, to the ruin of Ireland ;" and Cox says,
that '* the lord deputy Fitzwilliam took many Irish into the army,
and improvidently sent otiiersof them to the Low countries, where
they became excellent soldiers, and returned to be stout rebels."

lanimity and cowardice, while in the service of the

queen in Ireland, and that he wanted nothing which

Cox again says, at p. 42-t, in the reign of Elizabeth, " before the

battle of Kinsale, the papists in the queen's army had promised to

revolt, and many did so, by two, or three, and ten at a time, and
that, if they had all done so then, there had been an end of the

English for ever." Jlorrison makes some curious remarks, show-
ing the estimation in which the lives of the mere Irish were held,

and it appears it was considered that the more of these miserable

mercenaries fell the better. In giving an account of some Irish

soldiers who were killed in Mountjoy's expedition to Ulster, in

IGOO, he says, " the death of these unpeaceable swordsmen, though
falling on our side, yet was rather a gain than loss to the com-
monwealth ;" and again, in reference to 50 of the lri:?h kerns, in

tlie queen's service, who were killed in a conflict at the fort of Lis-

gannon, in the county of Cavan, in IGOO, he says, " and 50 of our
side were slain, but we cannot learn that any English were among
them, so we account our loss to be no more than the taking of

captain Esmond, who was with them, and was made prisoner."

Irish forces against the Queen.— Fynes Morrison gives an ac-

count of the forces of the Irish under O'Neill, O'Donnell, and
other chiefs, from 15G8 to IGOl, collected in the time of the earl

of Essex, and of the lord deputy Mountjoy, from the documents of

the council at Dublin Castle ; accounts of the Irish forces are also

given in Cox's Ilibernia Anglicana, and in Carew's Pacata Hiber-

nia. The following accounts are mostly collected from Morrison,

vol. I., pp. 71, 117, "277, also from Mac Geoghegan, and the Four
Masters :

III Leinster.—In the counties of Dublin and Wicklow, Morri-

son says, all the mountaineers were in actual rebellion, and only two
castles, namely, Newcastle and Wicklow, were held for the queen.

The insurgent forces, under Felim, and his brother, Redmond
O'Uyrnc, sons of Fiacha Mac Hugh, with the O'Tooles, Walter
O'liyrnc, chief of the galloglasses, and the Mac Donnclls, were
480 foot and 20 horse, and 100 more afterwards came with the

Walshes and Harolds. In Wexford and Carlow, the castles of

Carlow, Leighlin, and Ferns, were held for the queen, and 6 castles

belonging to Thomas Butler, earl of (Jrmond, with some castles

held by sir Thomas Colclough, sir Richard Masterson, and sir

Dudley Loftus. The Irish forces against the queen, under Donal
Spainagh and others, of the O'Cavenaghs, the O'AIurrogbs, or

Mari)hy3 j the O'Kinsellaghs, the Keatings, and others, were 750
foot and 50 horse, afterwards increased to 900. In Kilkenny, the

earl of Ormond had almost the entire country and its castles, for

the queen ; but Richard Butler, viscount Mountgarrett, joined

Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, who was his father-in-law; and
also Thomas Butler, baron of Cahir, in Tipperary, joined the Iri^h

;

these Butlers, joined by some of the Irish, had 130 foot and 20
horse, with two castles. In Kildare, James Fitz-Pierce Fitzger-

ald, and two other Geraldines, base brothers, says Morrison, to the
late earl of Kildare, with some of the Delahoydes, Eustaces, and
O'Dempscys, bad against the queen 220 foot and 30 horse, after-

wards increased to 500, by the going out of the Birminghams,
Lynaghs, and other septs. In Leix, or Queen's county, Anthony
and Bryan O'Moore, with their clans, and the chief of the gallo-

glasses of that country, of the sept of Mae Donnell, with the
O'Dempscys, O'Doynes, or Dunns, and the base son of the earl of
Kildare, had 570 foot and 30 horse. Sir Terence O'Dcmpsey, and
Teige O'Doyne, joined the queen, and captains Hartpole, Bowen,
and Pigott, held Maryborough, and other castles for her majesty.

In Ofl'aly, or King's county, the fort of Philipstown was kept by
an English garrison, and sir George CoUey, sir Henry Warren,
and John Moore, held castles for the queen ; but the O'Conors,
O'MoUoys, and O'Dunns, had 4G8 foot and 12 horse against the
queen, and Mac Coglilan afterwards joined them with 200 more,
and the O'Dunns with 100. In Meath, the son and heir of sir

William Nugent joined the Irish, and tlie county, says Morrison,
" lying in the heart of the Pale, was greatly wasted by the Ulster
rebels, and many castles lay waste without uihabitants." The
Irish forces were l.jO under the Delahoydes, Darcys, Husseys,
and Roclifords, and, says Morrison, " beyond the river (the Boyne
or Blackwater), captain John O'Reilly, having then 100 foot in

I
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he required for war or battle ; he was also blamed

for havmg gone to England without permission,

tlie queen's pay, well armed, revolted and joined tlie rebels." In
Westnieatli, Uieliard Mac Geofcliesan, and otliprs of his sept, witli

some of tlie Nugcnts ami Fitzgeralds, had against tlie queen 140
foot and -20 horse ; besides, captain Richard Tvrrell of Fartiillash,

whom Morrison calls " a rebel of English race," had of Ulster-men
and strangers 201) foot, and the Irisli of Westmeath were increased
100 at least, says Morrison, by the revolt of tlie eldest son of
William Nusent, brother to lord Delvin, with many of tiie Pettits

and Ualtons. In Longford, two chiefs of the O'Ferralls joined

the queen, and the castle of Longford was held liy an English gar-
rison : the other O'Ferralls joined the Irish, and had 180 toot. In
Loutli, sir Edward Moore, sir Francis Stafford, and Plunkett,
lord Louth, whom Morrison calls an Enslish-Irish baron, held all

the towns and castles for the queen, hut the lands were wasted by
the Ulster Irish. The entire of the Irish forces in Leinster were
3048 foot, 18tJ horse, afterwards increased 1280 horse and foot,

making in all 4310 horse and foot.

lit Uhter.—In the province of Ulster, says Morrison, consisting
all of Irish septs, e.xcept the Scots possessing the Routes and
Glymis (in Antrim), " those of Lecale and the little Ardes alone
(in the county of Down), helil for the queen, but were overawed
by Tyrone (Hugh O'Neill), and forced to give way. Dundalk,the
frontier town between the Pale and Ulster, and Knockfergus
(Carrickferi;us), a frontier town, were kept by English garrisons,

as likewise Newry, (.'arlingford, Greencastle, and Narrow Water
(all on the borders of Down and Louth), and the castle of Ballyna-
cargy, in the Brenny" (county of Cavan). Many of theother strong-
holds in Ulster were at that time in possession of O'lNeill, and the
other Irish chiefs ; the following were the forces of the Irish chiefs

of Ulster in alliance with O'Neill : In Tijroiie.—The earl O'Neill

himself had, in 159!), according to Morrison, 700 foot and 200 horse,

and the other O'Neills in Tyrone had the following forces : Cor-
mac Mac, Baron O Neill, the earl's brother, IU)Ofootand CO horse.

Sir Art O'Neill, another brother, 300 foot and GO horse. Ilenrv

Oge O'Neill, 200 foot and 40 horse. O'Hagan, 100 foot and 30
horse. The O'Donnellys, lOOfoot and GO horse. O'Quinn,80 foot

and 20 horse. In Annayli.—Torlogh Mac Henry O'Neill of the

Pews, 300 foot and GO horse. Mac Cann of Clan Cann, 100 foot and
12 horse. In Down.—Bryan Fertough O'Neill, in Upper Clan-
naboy, 80 foot and 30 horse. Mac Cartan and Mac Neill, lOOfoot
and 20 horse. Mac Rory, captain of Kilwarlin, GO foot and lOhorse.

The Whites of Dufferin, 20 foot. Felim Mac Gennis, lord of

Iveagh with Con, Art, and Rorv Mac Gennis, had 200 foot and 40
horse, against the queen. In Antrim.—Sir James Alac Sorley

Boy Mac Donnell, and his Scots, possessed the Route and the

seven Glynnes, and had 400 foot and 100 horse against the queen.

Shane Mac Bryan Carrach Mae Donnell, upon the Bann side, 50
foot and 10 horse. Hugh Mac Murtogh, beyond the Minn Water,
40 foot. Cormac Mac Neill, captain of Kilultagh, 60 foot and 10

horse. Shane Mac Bryan O'Neill, in Lower Clannaboy, 80 foot

and 50 horse. Island Magee belonged to the earl of Essex, but
was altogether waste, says Morrison. In Derry.—OKane
had 500 foot and 20 horse. In Donegal.— Red Hugh O'Don-
nell had 200 foot and GO horse, and his brother Rory 150
foot and .'iO horse ; Niall Garv O'Donnell was for some time on the

side of the L-ish, but afterwards joined the English, and was called

the queen's O'Donnell. The Three Mac Sweeneys had 500 foot

and 40 horse. Sir John O'Dogherty, 300 foot and 40 horse.

O'Gallagher of Ballyshannon, 200 foot and 40 horse. O'Boyle 100

foot and 20 horse. Sliocht Itorie, 100 foot and 50 horse. All

these forces in Donegal amounted to 1550 foot and 300 horse, and
were under the command of Red Hugh O'Donnell. In Fermn-
vagh.—Hugh Maguire had GOO foot and 100 horse, on the side of

O'Neill, hut Conor Roe Maguire, another chief, joined theEnglisli,

and was called thequeen's Maguire. In JMoitaghttn.— liryim Mac
Mahon, the chief, Evir Mac CoUa Mac Mahon, in Farney, with

Rossa Mac Mahon, and others of the name in Clan Carvil, liad 500
foot and IGO horse. In Cavan.— Philip, John, Edmond, Conor,

and Owen O'Reilly, chiefs of Brefuey, joined O'Neill with 800 foot

and 100 horse, but colonel Miles O'Reilly, before mentioned, joined

or asking leave of the council there or here, on that

occasion ; after these things were stated to him.

the English, and was called the queen's O'Reilly. The Irish

forces in Ulster were 7,220 foot, and 1,702 horse making in all

8,022 men.
Forces of O'Neill in 1600.— Morrison gives the following state-

ment of O'Neill's own forces in Tyrone, in the year ICOO, exclusive

of those of the ()lher Irish chiefs in Ulster; the account was ob-

tained from the information of Shane Mac Donnell, wlio had been
O'Neill's marshal, hut made his submission to tlie English. Of
horse, O'Neill's own guard, 100; his son, Hugh 100; Con,
another son, 20; his brother Cormac, 100; his brother Art,

20; Felim O'Hanlon's son, 10; Torlogh Brasilagh O'Neill's son,

50, making in all 400 horse. Of foot, O'Neill's guard, led by James
O'Shiel, a Leinster man, 200; by Jenkin Fitzsimon of Lecale in

the county of Down, 200; making in all 400. The other foot

forces were as follows : Hugh Mac Caghwell, and two other cap-
tains under Cormac O'Neill, the earl's brother, Gt)0 ; Con son of

Art O'Neill, lOU ; Brvan Mac Art O'Neill, 200 ; Con O'Neill, the

earl's son, lUO ; Donal O'Neill, lOU ; Felim O'Neill, GO; Torlogh
Brasilagh's sons, 2U0; Henry Oge, and Torlogh O'Neill, 200

;

Mac Cann of Armagh, and Owen Mac Cann, 200 ; Kedagh and
Gilladuff Mac Donnell, 200 ; three brothers, Gillaspic, Rory, and
Randal Mac Owen (probably Scots), .300 ; Donal and Patrick

Mac Phelim, 200 ; Henry Wragton, 200 ; Donogh, Owen, James,
Art, and Hugh O'Hagan, 100 men each, making 500; Owen and
Niall O'Quinn, 100. The total of horse and foot troops, under
O'Neill, was 40G0. Morrison says that all those troops, e.xcept

300, had means to support themselves in Tyrone, and many of the

chiefs had great forces besides in their own countries; he also says

that the earl of Essex, in 1509, dispatched letters to the lords in

England, stating that O'Neill had made his forces into two great

divisions, one consisting of 6,000 horse and foot, under his own
command, in Ulster ; the otherof 4,000 men under O'Doimell, who
acted chiefly in Connaught.

I?i Connaught.— In Roscommon, the castles of Athlone, Ros-
common, Tiilsk, Boyle, and Ballinasloe, were held for the queen,

but tlie Irish of various septs in alliance with O'Neill and O'Don-
nell, as the O'Conors, O'Kellys, Mac Dermotts, O'Hanleys,

O' Flanagans, &c., had 500 foot and GO horse. Hugh O'Conor
Don and O'Conor Roe, were sometimes on the side of the Irish,

hut mostly for the queen. Dermod O'Conor Don, mentioned by
Morrison, Cox, and Mac Geogliegan, was a very valiant commander
at this time, and an account of liim is given in these Annals; he

went to Monster, and entered the earl of Desmond's service, with a

body of 1,500 men, kerns, gallogiasses, and cavalry, but he betrayed

Desmond, and made him prisoner ; the earl was soon after released

by his own men, and O'Conor, and his Connaughtmen, were expel-

led from Munster; O'Conor himself was soon after slain, in the

year ICOO, in Galway, by Theobald Burke of the Ships. In
Sligo.—The Irish septs, O'Conors, O'Dowds, O'Haras, O'Garas,

Mac Donoghs, O'Harts, &c., had 300 foot and 30 horse, and only /

the castle of Collooney was held for the queen. Donogh O'Conor,

chief of Sligo, joined the queen, but was compelled to co-operate

with O'Donnell after the battle of the Curlew mountains, and Mor-
rison says, by the revolt of O'Conor, the Irish forces were increased

300. in Leitrim.—The Irish under Bryan O'Rourke, and his

brother Teige, chiefs of Brefney O'Rourke, were GOO foot and GO
horse, and no castle in that country was held for the queen. In
Mayo.—Some castles were held for the queen, but they were

taken by Theobald Mac William Burke, and the various Irish septs

had 600 foot and GO horse. Theobald Burke of the Ships, son of

the celebrated Granu Weal, or Grace O'.Malley, joined the queen,

but he sometimes wavered towards the Irish. In Galway.—The
towns of Galway and Athenry, and the castle of Meelirk, were
held for the queen by the earl of Clanrickard, but Redmond liurke,

and some others of the name, joined the Irish, and the various septs

of the O'Kellys, O'Maddens, &c., had 490 foot. The whole of the

Irish forces in Connaught were 3,000 horse and foot.

In Munster.—In Clare, Donogh O'Brien, earl of Thoniond, and

Murrogh O'Brien, baron of Inchiquin, who was slain in battle with

O'Donnell at Ballyshannon, joined the English; but Teige O'Brien,
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and having been accused of many other affairs, he

was ordered to reUnquish every preferment, com-

brother of the earl, was on the side of O'Neill, and others of the

O'Briens, with the Mac Namaras, and some of the Mac Mahons,

and O'Loghlins, had against the queen 6U0 foot and 50 horse. In
Limerick.—Pierce Lacy of Bruff, joined by various Irish septs,

had against the queen 300 foot iiTid 15 horse. In Kerry.— Fitz-

raaurice, lord of Kerry, O'Conor Kerry, O'Donoghoe of the Glens,

John Delahoyde, and others, had .500 foot and 30 horse against the

queen. In Cork,—James Fitzgerald, earl of Desmond, had 300

foot and 300 horse ; and Mac Donogli, lord of Duhallow, 200
foot and 8 horse against the queen ; Barry Oge and the lord

Barry's brother, in Muskerry, 120 foot and 3 horse, but lord

Barry himself joined the queen. David Roche, lord of Fermoy,

with some of tlie O'Mabonys and O'Donovans of Carberry, had 500
foot. In Desmond, or part of Cork and Kerry, Donal O'Sullivan

Beare, and Dermod O'Sullivan More, Derraod Mac Carthy More,

Donal and Florence Mac Carthy, Teige O'Mahony, Con, Donogh,

and Dermod O'Driscoll, had 500 foot and 6 horse, against the

queen. In Wuterford, the Irish had 200 foot and 10 horse In
Tipperary, the following were the Irish forces against the queen :

Butler, baron of Cahir, with his brother and followers, had 300
foot and 12 horse. Edinond Fitzgibbon, called the White Knight,

400 foot and 30 horse. Richard Purcell, baron of Loughmoe, 200
foot and 6 horse. The O'Mulrians, or O'Ryans, of Owney, 300
foot and 6 horse. The O'Kennedys of Ormond, 500 foot and 30
horse. O'Meaghers, 60 foot and 3 horse. The Burkes of Clan-

william, 200 foot and 4 horse. Morrison says, that all the cities,

seaport towns, and castles in Munsler, and many great lords and
gentlemen, held for the queen. The forces in Munster were 5,080
foot and 292 horse. The entire of the Irish forces against the

queen were as follows :

Foot. Horse.

In Ulster - - - 7220 1702
In Leinster ... 4240 270
In Munster - - - .5080 292
In Connaught - - - 2770 230

Total 10,910 2494

The earl of Esse.\, soon after bis arrival in Ireland, in 1599, wrote

a letter to the queen, which is given by Cox, and in it are the fol-

lowing passages ;
" I humbly beseech your majesty to tell you, that

now having passed through the provinces of Leinster and Munster,

and been upon the frontier of Connaught, I dare begin to give

your n\ajesty some advertisement of the stale of this kingdom, not

as before by hearsay, but as I beheld it with mine own eyes. The
people in general have able bodies by nature, and have gotten, by
custom, ready use of arms ; and by their late successes, boldness

to tight your majesty's troops. In their rebellion they have no

other end but to shake off the yoke of obedience to your majesty,

and to root out all remembrance of the English nation in this king-

dom. The wealth of 'the kingdom, which consisteth in cattle, oat-

meal, and other victuals, is almost all in the rebels hands, who, in

every province 'till ray coming, have been masters of the field.

The expectation of these rebels is very present, and very confident,

that Spain will either so invade your majesty, that you shall have
no leisure to prosecute them here, or so succour them that they

will get most of the towns into their hands, ere yourmajesty shall

relieve and reinforce your army, so that now, if your majesty re-

solve to subdue these rebels by force, they are so many, and so

framed to be soldiers, that the war will certainly be great, costly,

and long. If your majesty will seek to break them, by factions

amongst themselves, they are covetous and mercenary, and must
be purchased, and their Jesuists, and practising priests, must be
hunted out, and taken from them, which now do sodder so fast, and
so close together. If your majesty will have a strong party in the
Irish nobility, and make use of them, you must hide from them all

purpose of establishing English government till the strength of the
Irish be so broken, that they shall see no safety but in your majes-
ty's protection. If your majesty will he assured of the possession

of your towns, and keep them from supplying the wants of the

mand, and honour he had received from the queen,

and the keepers of the hostages and sureties of the

rebels, you must have garrisons brought into them, able to com-
mand, and make it a capital offence for any merchant in Ireland to

trade with the rebels, or buy or sell any arms or munition what-
soever. Your majesty victualling your army out of England, and
with your garrisons burning and spoiling the country in all jdaces,

shall starve the rebels in one year, becauseno place else can supply

them. Now, if it please your majesty to compare your advantages

and disadvantages together, you shall find, that though these rebels

are more in number than your majesty's army, and have, though

I do unwillingly confess it, better bodies, and perfecter use of

their arms, tiian those men which your majesty sends over, yet by
commanding the walled towns, holds, and champaign countries, and
having a brave nobility and gentry, a better discipline, and stronger

order than they, and such means to keep from them the maintain-

ance of life, and to waste the country which should nourish them,

your majesty may promise yourself that this action will, in the end,

be successful though costly, and that your victory will be certain,

though many of us, your honest servants, must sacrifice ourselves

in the quarrel, and that this kingdom will be reduced, though it

will ask, besides cost, a great deal of care, industry and time."

The Irish Forces were composed of Kerns, Galloglasses, and
cavalry ; the word kern, in Irish Ceithearnach, or Cet/tharnach,

pronounced Kehernagh, signifies a battler, being derived from Cath,

a battle ; the name is made kerne in the plural, by some writers,

and by others, kerns. The term Galloglass, in Irish Gall-o/j-

luoch, or Gall-oylnch, sigTufies a foreign warrior, being derived

from Gull, a foreigner, and orjlrich, which signifies a youthful man,
a champion, or soldier, and may be derived from the words oij,

young, and laoch, a charripion. Various opinions have been given

as to the origin of the term, but it is considered it was first ajjplied

to soldiers resembling those of the Gaill or Danes, whose champions
were clad in armour, and whose chief weapon was the battle-axe

;

besides, it is to be observed that Giraldus Cambrensis says the

Irish adopted the use of the battle-axe from the Danes. The Scots,

who were of Irish descent, had likewise, at an early period, their

kerns and galloglasses, and in Shakespear's Macbeth is mentioned,

"the merciless Mac Donald, from the Western Isles, with bis kerns

and galloglasses." The Mac Donnells of Antrim, who came from
the Highlands and Hebrides, were celebrated commanders of gal-

loglasses in Ireland ; many other clans, famous as galloglasses,

have been already mentioned in these notes, as the Mac Sweeneys
of Donegal, the Mac Cabes of Brefney and Monaghan, the Mac
Sheebeys of Munster, &c. The kerns were the light foot of the

Irish, armed with long spears or pikes, javelins, darts, skians, or

daggers, bows and arrows, and also with slings, in the early ages
;

and when deficient of other weapons, they often flung with their

hands showers of stones at the enemy ; they had no defensive ar-

mour, except sometimes wooden or leather shields. These active

soldiers made rapid and irregularonsets into the ranks of the enemy,
not fighting in exact order, but rushing and attacking on all sides,

then rapidly retreating, and coming on again at an advantageous
opportunity. The Irish were famous at forming ambuscades in

their mountain passes, defiles, woods, and bogs, by which they
advantageously cut off great numbers of tlieir opponents. The ja-
velins, or short spears, and darts of tile kerns, were favourite wea-
pons ; the handles were generally of ash, to which was fitted a
long, sharp-pointed, iron or steel head ; this javelin was tied to

the arm or shoulder by a thong or cord of great length, so that they
could hurl it at the enemy at several yards distance, and recover

the weapon again. These darts and javelins were whirled rapidly

round the head, and then cast with such force that they penetrated

the bodies of men, even through their armour, and killed their

horses at a great distance. In the account of the expedition of

king Richard II. in Ireland, at p. 191 in these annals, a French
knight who was in the king's army, describing their conflicts with
the Irish, says, that "their soldiers rushed on with fearful cries and
clamours, which might be heard a good league off, and cast their

darts with such might, that no Haubergeon, or coat of mail, was
of sufficient proof to resist their force, their darts piercing them
through both sides ;" and he further says, that the kerns "were so
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court were ordered to retain him with them-
selves, until the anger of the sovereign against him

nimble and swift of foot, that, lil<e unto stags, they ran over moun-
tains and vallies." Froissart in his Ciironicle, giving an account
of king Richard's expedition, says " tlie Irish soldiers were so re-

niarlvalily strons; and active, that on foot tliey could overtake an
English horseman at full speed, leap up behind the rider, and pull

hira off his horse." The kerns were divided into bodies of spear-
men, dart-men, slingers, and archers, and in after times, musket-
eers ; the archers were very expert, and their bows were made
chiefly of ash and yew. The galloglasses were the heavy infantry
of the Irish, a sort of grenadiers, being select men ofgreat strenglh
and stature, armed with swords and battle-axes, and also generally

wore armour, as helmets and breast plates of iron, coats of mail,

composed of a net work of small iron rings, and sometimes armour
made of strong leather; shields or bucklers, made of wood, some-
times covered with skins of animals. Their chief weapon was the

battle-axe, and, in remote times, their warriors used a formidable
weapon called a bnttle-hiimmer, which was a wooden club studded
with short spikes and knobs of iron. Giraldus Carabrensis, in the

12th century, described the battle-axes of the Irish a5 large, heavy,
well-tempered, and extremely keen-edged ; the weapon waswieldeii

by one hand, the thumb being placed on the handle to guide the
stroke, and they struck with such force, that they often clove the
skull of a warrior through his iron or brazen helmet with a single

blow ; and Cambrensis says, that sometimes, with one stroke, they
cut off the thigh of a horseman, the limb falling on one side and
the dead body on the other. The galloglasses were divided into

bodies of swords-men and battle-axe-men, and being the strongest,

steadiest, and best disciplined forces of the Irish, generally bore the
brunt of battle : the Irish commanders all wore armour, helmets,
coats of mail, shields, &c.

Warriors, Weapons, Banners, Battle-cries, SfC.—The terms
Taoiseach,and Taoise.acli-Buidhne, Flaith,Ceann-Feadhna, orhead
of a force, and Ceann-Sloigh, that is, the head or leader of a host,

were all names applied to military commanders ; and the tertus

Laoch, Curraidh, Gaisgidh, or Gaisgidheach, and Urradh, were ap-
plied to champions, chieftains and heroes. The chief terms for

weaponswere Claidheamh, pronounced like cliav, a sword ; Tuagh,
or Tuagh-catha, a battle-axe ; Laighean, a spear ; Lann, a lance

or javelin ; Craoiseagh, a lance, javelin, or halberd ; Ga, Gath, or

Gai, adart; Saighead, an arrow or dart; Bolg-Saighead, a bag
or pouch for arrows, or a quiver; Sgian, or Skian, a dagger, but

properly signifies a knife, being a sort of large knife ; this weapon
was carried by all the Irish soldiers, and also by the chiefs, and
used in close combat; the ancient sling was called Crann-tabhuil.

The armour consisted of the Luireach, i. e. Lorica, a coat of mail

;

the shield, buckler and target were termed Sciath, and the helmet
Cath-Bharr, derived from Cath, a battle, and Barr, the head or

top. The banners of the ancient Irish have been described at p.

512, on the Battle of Clontarf; the banner was fermed Bratach,

and the standard Meirge ; the standard-bearer was called Meirg-
each, and a banner-bearer Fear-Brataighe. The Bards attended

battle fields, and raised the Jiosg-catha, or war-song. The Irisli

rushed into battle with fierce shouts of defiance, and loud battle

cries; their chief cry, according to Ware, was Farrak, Farrak, o{

the origin of which word various opinions have been given by an-

tiquaries, but it may he the same as the word Fearadh in O'Brien's

Dictionary, which signifies to tight valiantly, or like a man, or, ac-

cording to others, the Irish used the word Faire, Faire, pronounced

Farray, which signifies watch, watch, or be on your guard ; and the

word Hurrah is sujiposed to have come from the same source. The
war-cry A ftoo, according to various writers was used by the Irish, and
different ojjinions have been given as to its origin, but it was de-

rived from the Irish word Buaidh, pronounced like bo-ee, which
signifies victory ; this word was anglicised Aboo, and hence the

various chieftains are said to have had their war-cries, as O'Neill

Aboo, O'Donnell Aboo, O'Brien Aboo, that is victory to O'Neill,

to 0'Donnell,to O'Brien, &c. The great Anglo-Irish families adop-

ted similar war cries ; the Fitzgeralds had Crom Aboo, said to

have been taken from the castle of Crom, in Limerick, one of the

ancient fortresses of the Fitzgeralds ; the Butlers ofOrmond had

should be allayed. They then came to the resolu-

tion of sending other officers and arms to Ireland,

Butler Aboo, and the Burkes had Clanrickard Aboo, and Mac Wil-
liam Aboo, and various other families had similar cries. The Irish
chiefs had each their own banner and battle cry ; the O'Neills had
for their battle cry, Larah-dearg a n-nachta'r, that is, the Ked
Hand uppermost, a red or bloody hand being their crest, and borne
on their banners; the battle cry of the O'Briens of Thomond was,
Lamh laidir a n-uachtar, that is, the strong hand uppermost.
Spenser, in his View of Ireland, thus speaks of the kerns and gal-
loglasses, "yet sure they are very valiant ar.d hardy, great endurers
of cold, labour, hunger, and all hardness, very active and strong of
hand, very swift of foot, very vigilant and circumspect in their
enterprises, very present in perils, very great scorners of death."
It appears the Irish scarcely ever had any cannon in their battles

with the English, and O'Neill, addressing his men at the Yellow
Ford, said, "My hopes of victory are not placed in the thunder of
artillery, but in your valour."

Tlie Cavalry of /Ae/ri«A. might he considered as mounted kerns,
being chiefly a kind of light horse. They were armed with spears,

javelins, swords, darts, and skians, or daggers, and in later times
they had also pistols, like other dragoons ; they sometimes wore
armour, as helmets, coats of mail, shields, &c. The Irish do not
appear to have brought their cavalry to any great perfection, or to

have had them in large numbers, their chief forces being the kerns
and galloglasses. The term Marcach was applied to a horseman,
or cavalry soldier, and Marc-Shluagh signified a host, army, or

troop of cavalry. Ridire signified a knight, and was the name ap-
plied to an English chief in armour. The Irish knights, according
to Ware and others, were attended by a young man, or page, some-
times called a knave, by the old writers ; according to Ware, this

attendant was called Daltin, in Irish Dailtin, which signifies a
fostered or adopted person. The predatory troops of the Irish are

often mentioned under the name of Creach-Sluagh, derived from
Creach, a plunder, and Sluagh, a host ; the term C'aoraighecht

was applied to a body who attended the army as predatory troops,

and they are called by the English writers Creaghts. The hired

troops of the Irish chiefs were called Buanaighe, from Buan, which
signifies bound, or continued, and these mercenaries are mentioned
by English writers under the name oi'Boiinogtts or Boiiitoghts. The
terms Sluagh and Sochraide were applied to an army or host.

The English forces were in general better armed, accoutred, and
disciplined, than the Irish, though not superior to them in valour,

or equal in strength of body, activity or hardiness, as stated by the

earl of Essex. 'The British cavalry was superior to that of the

Irish, much better armed, aecoutred, and disciplined, and their

cuirassiers, or men-at-arms, were covered with coats of mail or

plate-armour, and wore iron or brazen helmets ; they were armed
with spears or lances, swords, pistols, &c. Their archers were
also very powerful, and they had mounted archers amongst their

cavalry. Their infantry were armed with swords, spears, and hal-

berds, or pole-axes, and amongst them were also bodies cf

archers ; they always had a far greater number of musketteers

than the Irisli, and they had several pieces of artillery, in all their

battles in the war of Elizabeth, while it appears the Irish scarcely

ever had any cannon in these engagements.

Expenditure and numbers slain in War ofElizabeth.—During
the entire 4.5 years of the reign of Elizabeth, fierce and almost

incessant wars were carried on with the Irish princes, and chiefs
;

the earls of Desmond, and the Geraldines of Munster, and other

great Anglo Irish families who resisted the Reformation. During

the last 15 years of her reign, from 1588 to 1003, the contest raged

with remarkable fury, particularly in the North, against the

O'Neills, 0'Donnells,"0'Rourkes, O'Heillys, Maguires, Mac Ma-
hons, Magennises, O'Kanes, &c., who made the laststand in Ulster

for religous liberty and national independence. This contest is

called, by O'Sullivan Beare, lielbini quindccem annorunt, or the

15 years' War. The War of Elizabeth cost the lives of some
hundreds of thousands of men, and millions of money, with enor-

mous destruction of property, of cattle, corn, &c., of towns,

cities, castles, monasteries, kc, the whole of Ireland presenting a

continued scene of direful famine, rapine, and slaughter. Aceor-



G62 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A.D. 1600.

namely, sir Charles Blunt, lord Mountjoy, as lord

justice, for there was not a lord justice in Ireland

for two years till then ; and sir George Gary (Ca-

rew), as president over the two provinces of Mun-
ster; a fleet, which contained upwards of six

thousand armed men, with the necessary supplies

foran expedition, was got readyto accompany those

officers to Ireland, and all those were to proceed

hj land and sea to the province of Ulster particu-

larly ; it was about the festival of St. Patrick that

these matters were determined on by the council

of England.

A gentleman of the house of O'Conor Don,

namely, Dermod, the son of Dudley, son ofTuathal,

was in command over a large body of Irish sol-

diers, who were in the service of the earl of Des-

mond, in Munster, during the preceding year.

Dermod proceeded, in the end of the same year, in

the beginning of the month of December, to pay

a visit to O'Neill, by whom he was kindly received ;

having terminated his visit to his satisfaction, he

asked leave of O'Neill to return to Munster, in the

beginning of the month of January ; O'Neill de-

sired him to be watchful in the countries through

which he was to pass, and that he himself, with his

dine to the previous calculations in the present article, there fell

in thof.e wars, durine 45 y('ars,at least 70,U00 of all the troops that
came from England, and about 30,000 or more of their Anglo-Irish
and Irish allies, that is 100,000 men on the side of the English, and
probahly about the same number of the Irish against tlje queen,
either on the field or by famine, thus making in all 200,000 men
slain in Ireland, in the numerous battles, sieges, conflicts, burnings,
and massacres, during the Elizabetheanwar. A great number of
the English generals, and many of the lords deputies, were killed

in those wars, and some died of their woundsor disease, and others
were put to death in England. The lord deputy sir William
Drury, died at Waterford, in 1679; the lord deputy sir John Per-
rott, died in the Tower of London ; the lord deputy Borough, and
tlie earl of Kildare, were mortally wounded in a battle with
O'Neill in Ulster, in 1597, and in lijOB, marshal sir Henry Bagnall
was slain in battle with O'Neill at the Yellow Ford

;
general sir

John Norris died about the same time, of tlie wounds he received
in the battles with O'Neill in Ulster, and his brother, sir Thomas
Norris, president of Munster, and sir Henry Norris, were slain in

battle with the Irish, in 1599 ; and in the same year, sir Conyers
Clifford, governor of Connaught, was slain in the battle of the
Curlew mountains against O'Donnell ; sir George Bingham, bro-
ther of sir Richard, governor of Connaught, was slain by the Irish;
sir John Chichester, governor of Carrickfergus, was slain by the
JIac Donnells, and sir Warham St. Leger was killed near Coik,by
Hugh Maguire, in ICOO. Tlie earl of Essex, after his return from
Ireland, was put to death in England, in IGOl, and sir Walter
Raleigh, who had been a commander in Ireland, was put to death
for treason.

The cost of the war of Elizabeth is given by Morrison, Cox, and
Borlase. In 1.573, according to Cox, the money sent by Elizabeth
into Ireland since her accession to the crown in 15.38, that is, for a
period of 15 years, amounted to £490,779, or nearly half a million
of money. From 1673 to 1598, a period of 20 years of almost con-
tinued contest with the Irish chiefs, including the great war with

forces, would follow him, to visit Meath, Leinster,

Munster, and the southern side of Ireland, to as-

certain Avho were friendly or opposed to him.

When Dermod, with his party of forces, arrived

amongst the allied Irish of Ormond, he proceeded

in the most direct ways to go to the earl of Des-

mond, and he directed his course towards Uaithnibh

and Clanwilliam on the borders ofthe Shannon (the

baronies of Owney andAna inTipperaryandofOw-

neybeg and Clanwilliam in Limerick). When the

baron of Castleconnell (in Limerick), namely,

Richard, the son of Theobald, son of William, son

of Edmond Burke, heard of Dermod's -arrival

there, he and his brother Thomas collected all the

horse and foot foixes they could, of their own peo-

ple and ofthose of the queen, and they carried on a

conflict asainst Dermod and his force from the

monastery of Uaitne (the abbey of Owney, or

Abington, in the barony of Owneybeg), to Droi-

cheat-Buinbriste, in the county of Limerick, and a

great number of his leaders and common soldiers

were slain during that distance. When Dermod
and his party were crossing the forementioned

bridge, it was then that those two sons ofTheobald

Burke, namely, the baron, and Thomas, rushed

the Geraldines of Munster, the cost must have been, on a moderate

calculation, at least £30,000 a-year, that is, about the average of

the preceding years, thus making £750,000. But the great war
with Hugh O'Neill, and other chiefs, during the last four or five

years of the reign of Elizabeth, from 1697 to 1G03, was carried on

with greater vigour, larger armies, and more enormous expenditure

than before. Morrison and Cox give the amount ofexpenditure in

these years as follows

:

In 1698, the public expenditurcfor the sup-

port of the army and other charges, was £299,1X1
Contingencies ------ 60,000

In 1699 222,961

In 1600 2.55,773

Contingencies ------ 60,000

In 1601 322,.502

In 1603 ------- 290,733

Total - - . 1491,080

Expenditure of the previous years, as above 1240,779

Total - - £2,731,869
Borlase, in his Reduction of Ireland, says, that the war of the Irish

with Elizabeth, in the last four years, cost more than a million of

money ; and sir John Davis says, in his Tracts, p. 79, that the war
with O'Neill cost " a million of sterling pounds at least," and Mor-
rison says, that during the last four years the cost was more than

one million, besides great Concordatums, great charge of munitions,

and other great extraordinaries. The entire cost of the Irish wars
in the reign of Elizabeth was, as above shown, nearly three mil-

lions sterling, an enormous expenditure in those days, the relative

value of mouey being estimated as at least ten or twelve times

greater than in modern times, that is, £1 at that time being

equivalent to at least £10 at the present day ; therefore, the

cost of the war of Elizabeth may be estimated at about thirty mil-
I'tons sterling.
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forward, with arrogance and fierceness, from the

midst of their own force into the thick of Dermod's

party, but they were not able to return back safe,

for they were surrounded, felled and put to tlie

sword, without reserve, by their enemies ; it was a

cause of lamentation what Dermod and his party

committed on that occasion, viz., the slaying of the

baron and ofThomas, and although they were young
in age, they were heroic in fame and noble deeds,

i O'Neill (earl of Tyrone), i. e. Hugh, the son of

Feardorcha, son of Con Bacach, mustered a force

in the month of January of this year, to march to

the south ofIreland, to confirm his friendship with

those who were in war alliance with him, and to

wreak his vengeance on his enemies. O'Neill,

having departed from the pro\'ince of Ulster, pro-

ceeded along the borders of Meath and Brefney,

(county of Cavan), and into Dealbna Mor (barony

of Delvin, in Westmeath), and he committed great

destiniction through the co\mtry, vmtil the baron

of Delvin, namely, Christopher, the son of llichard,

son of Christopher (Nugent), submitted to O'Neill

on his own terms ; he completely spoiled Machaire-

Cuircne (barony of Kilkenny West, in West-

meath), and every thing belonging to Theobald

Dillon. O'Neill afterwards marched to the gates

of the town of Athlone, along the southern side of

Clan-Colman, to Kinel Fiachy (the territory of

Mac Geoghegan, in Westmeath), and into Farcall

(O'Molloy's countiy, in King's county), in which

country he remained encamped for nine nights, and

the people of Farcall, of the south of Leinster, and

of Westmeath, made their submission, and con-

firmed their friendship with him. O'Neill on

leaving that country, proceeded over Slieve Bloom

(Mountains on the borders of Tipperary, King's

and Queen's counties) westward, and he sent forth

three predatory parties in one day into the territory

of Ely, on account of his animosity against

O'Carroll, lord of Ely, (in Tipperary and King's

county), namely, Calvach, the son of Wil-

liam Odhar, son of Fearganainm, in revenge of the

inhuman murder, and sanguinarj- abominable mas-

sacre which he had committed on the Orgiellian

gentlemen of the Mac Mahons, who were under

his protection and in his employment, as we have

stated in the preceding year ; the ill fate of that evil

deed befel the territory of Ely on that occasion,

for all its cattle, wealth, and great property, that

could be conveyed were carried away out of it, so

that nothing was left in it but ashes, instead of its

corn, and embers in place of its dwellings ; im-
mense numbers of their m(!n, women, sons, and
daughters, were left in a dying, perishing state

;

some gentlemen of his own tribe and lineage were
left in the country, in opposition to O'Carroll.

O'Neill proceeded onward to the borders of Beal-

ach-Mor of Magh Dala, (near Burros, in Ossorj'),

to Roscrea, to Ikerrin (in Tipperary), to Corco-
Teineadh (the parishes of Templemore and Killea,

with some adjoining districts, which was the pa-

trimony of the O'Cahills, in Tipperary), marching
forward from one encampment to another, until he

arrived at the gate of the monastery of Holycross
;

they were not long there when the Holy Cross was
brought to them, to shield and protect them, and
the Irish gave large presents, alms, and many
oflTerings, to its conservators and monks, in honour of

the Almighty God; andthey protected andrespected

the monastery, with its buildings, the lands appro-

priated for its use, and its inhabitants, in general.

O'Neill I'cmained for some part of the month of

February of this time on the borders of Ele-Deis-

ceartaidhe (i. e. South Ely, or the barony of

Eliogarty, in Tipperary), of the western part

of the country of the Butlers, along the river

Suir and of Kilnamanagh. The earl of Ormond,
namely, Thomas, the son of James, son of Pierce

Butler, the earl of Kildare, i. e. Gerald, the

son of Edmond, son of Gerald, and the bar-

on of Delvin, namely, Christopher, the son of

Richard, son of Christopher (Nugent), with all

those who were in service and obedience to the

queen, from that country to Dublin, were threat-

ening every night to engage and attack O'Neill,

and although they privately resolved on that, they

did not put it into execution. O'Neill, after that,

marched to the gates of Cashel, to which place the

earl ofDesmond came to meet him, namely, James,

the son of Thomas Roe, sonofJames, son of John,

who had been appointed by his command, and on

his own authority, in opposition to the statutes of

the sovereign, and they were rejoiced to meet each

other ; they aftei'wards proceeded westward across

the Suir to Cnamhchoill, to Slieve-Muice, along

the east of Slieve-Claire, to Bearnaigh-Dhearg, to

Clangibbon (barony of Condons and Clangibbons,

in the county of Cork), to Roche's country (barony
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of Fennoy, in Cork), and to the estate of Barry-

more (barony of Barrymore).' O'Neill neither in-

jured nor devastated anything in those countries

through which he pa'ssed, except of such as he

found were unfriendly on account offamily discord;

he afterwards proceeded to Barry's country, as he

was always acting in support ofthe queen, and the

person who was at that time the Barry (lord Barry-

more), was David, the son ofJames,son of Richard,

son ofThomas, son of Edmond. O'Neill remained

in the country until he preyed, and burned, and

ransacked it from one corner to the other, both

plains and high grounds, and smooth and rugged

districts, so that no one considered or expected it

would be occupied or inhabited for a long time.

O'Neill afterwards proceeded beyond Cork, and

across the river Lee southward, and he pitched his

campbetween the Lee and the river Bandon, on the

borders of Muskerry and Carbeny ; all the Mac
Carthys, north and south, came and submitted to

O'Neill in that camp ; thither came two who were

in contention and strife with each other respecting

the lordship of Desmond, namely, the son of Mac
Carthy Riavach, i.e. Fingin (Florence), the son of

Donogh, son of Donal, son of Florence, and the son

of Mac Carthy More, namely, Donal, the son of

Donal, son of Donal, son of Cormac Ladhrach

;

thither came the sons of the lord of Ealla (the

A. D. 1600.

1. Localities in Tipperary, Limerick, and Cork.—The places

above mentioned in the text were situated in Tipperary and Lime-
rick, and the following account of these localities has been chiefly

collected from information kindly communicated by Andrew
O'Ryan of Gortkelly, Esq., in that county, a learned gentleman,
possessed of much knowledge on the ancient topography and fa-

milies of those localities, and clans of Tipperary, which he has
furnished. Cnamhchoill is considered to be the place called Do-
noghille, in the parish of the same name, and barony of Clanwil-
liam, anciently called Muiscry Cuirc, and this account appears to

agree with the statement of Keating on tlie ancient divisions of

iiunster. Slieve Muice is situated on the borders of Tipperary,
not far from Galbally, and forms one of the chain of hills called

Slieve-na-Muck, at the foot of the Galtees, and overlooks the glen
of.\herlow, on the borders of Limerick. Slieve Claire is further
on in Limerick, and Bearna Dearg, or the Red Gap, are known by
those names at the present day ; the latter place is traditionally

said to have been in ancient times the scene of a sanguinary con-
flict, from which it got the name of the Red Gap or Pass. From
this place O'Neill appears to have crossed the river Puncheon to the
castle of Fitzgerald, called the White Knight, at Mitchelstown,
through Clangibbon and Condon's Country, in Cork, at the foot of
the Kilworth mountains, thence by Castle Drining and Castle Lee
to Fermoy, or Roche's Country, to Barry's Castle, and by Rath-
cormac and Glanmire to Cork. Slieve Eibhline, near Cashel, a
place often mentioned in the Annals, is considered to be a large
hill situated south-west of Mantle hill, near Golden, and between
it and the parish of Clonoulty, in Tipperary, and it forms part of a
chain of hills extending from Ballyowen to Cashel.

Mac Donoghs, lords of Duhallow) ; thither came
the O'Donoghoes, the O'Donovans, O'AIahonys

;

thither came the greater portion of the English and

Irish of the two provinces of Munster, from the

great town outward, in submission and obedience to

O'Neill, and such ofthem as were not able to come,

sent to him tokens of submission, and valuable

presents, except Barry More before mentioned;

the lord of Muskerry, namely, Cormac, the son of

Dermod (Mac Carthy), and O'Sullivan Beare, i. e.

Donal, the son of Donal, son of Dermod. O'Neill

obtained eighteen hostag-es of the chiefs of Munster

at that camp, and he continued for fifteen days

consulting and arranging matters among the men
of Munster, and pacifying them with one another,

in their contentions.

Maguire, i. e. Hugh, the son of Cuchonacht, was

along with O'Neill at that time ; one day, in the

month of March this year, shortly before the fes-

tival of St. Patrick, he pi'oceeded with a small

party of horse, and some foot, to scour the dis-

tricts at a distance from the camp, and he did not

halt until he arrived at the gates of Kinsale, and

from thence he went to Rinn-Con'ain (Rincorran

near Kinsale), viz., the town of Barry Oge, in

Kinel-Aodha (barony of Kinelea, in Cork) ; they

afterwai'ds repaired back with their preys and

booty, and with a great deal ofbeeves and provisions

TTie Pass ofPlumes.—Attheyearl599, p. 649, an account

has been given of the battle of the Pass of Plumes, in which the

O'Moores of Leix, the O'Dempseys, and others, attacked and slew

great numbers of the earl of Essex's cavaln,', on his expedition to

Munster. The locality where this engagement took place, is stated,

in Lewis's Topograpliical Dictionary, and in the Dublin Penny
Journal for March, 1835, in the article on Lea Castle, to be Bally-

brittas, or the Pass of Ballybrittas, in Queen's county, between
Monastereven and Maryborough. But the learned antiquary

Thomas L. Cooke, Esq. of Parsonstown in King's county, in a

communication on the subject, which he has kindly furnished, con-

siders, with great probability, that the conflict of the Pass of

Plumes took place within about a mile of the village of Ballyroan,

in the parish of Ballyroan, between Maryborough and .\bbeyleix
;

the locality is still called The Pa.ts, and there is a defile there,

with a morass on the one side and the CuUinagh Hills on the other,

and the river of Ballyroan in front, the whole presenting a most
favourable place for an attack or ambuscade. Mr. Cooke quotes

an Inquisition taken at Tankardstown, the 43rd of Elizabeth, or the

year ICOl, stating that Shane Mac Kedagh O'Moore, and Owny
Mac Rory O'Moore (Anthony O'Moore), had entered into rebellion

against tlie queen at Bealaronie (Ballyroan), on the 20th of June,

in the 41st of her reign, that is in the year 1599 ; and other Inqui-

sitions, taken at the same place and time, all of which find that

many of the O'Moores and others entered into rebellion at Strad-

bally, confirm Mr. Cooke in his opinion that the O'Moores came
from Stradbally, and surprised the army of Essex on hi» left flank,

on his march towards Abbeyleix.
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As they were fatigued at the end of the day,

after the long journey, on account of the greatness

of their prey and booty, wliat Maguire's people

did was, to remain in the next place to them, to

protect their prey and booty, and Maguire repaired,

without stopping or halting, to proceed to O'Neill's

camp. When Maguire had left the camp, in the

beginning of that very day, intelligence was sent

to Cork to sir Waram Salender (sir Warham St.

Lcger), vice-president of the two provinces of

Munster, informing him of Maguire's departure

from the camp, with a small force, as he had gone,

and the direction in which he went; sir Warham
did not neglect that affair, but immediately

mustered an active troop of horse, armed and

clad in armour, and marched out from Cork to

a certain narrow defile, by which he expected

Maguire would come on his return ; having re-

mained a short time in that ambush, they espied

Maguire coming towards them, with his small

party of horsemen, and they having perceived each

other, it was not to retrace a step, a disposition of

Jivoiding or an inclination to fly that the person who
came thither displayed, but rather his courage was

2. Tienth. of Mnijuire-—The above mentioned Hu{jh Masruire,

lord of Fenrianafiii, was a very valiant cliieftain, and commanded,
for a period of altont ten years, in the war with Elizabeth , he de-

feated the Kn<rlish forces in varions engagements in Ulster and
Coiinaiicht, of which acconnts have been given in the course of

these Annals, and he was particularly distinguished as a com-
mander of cavalry under Hugh O'Neill, enrl of Tyrone, whom he
accomj>anied in all his CNpedilions. 8ir John Davis, in his Tracts
on Fermanagi), says, "aliteit Ilngh Maguire, that was slain in

Munster, was indeed a valiant rebel, and the stoutest that Q\eT
was of his name." An account of the conflict between Maguire
and St. Leger is sriven in the Pacata Hihernia, in Cox and Mac
Geoghegan. Maguire is stated by Mac Geoghegan to have gone

out from O'Neill's cainp, to reconnoitre the country near Cork,
and was attended at the time only by a few followers, amongst
others a priest, with Niall O'Diirnin, and Edinond Mac Caffry,hi9

standard-bearer. About a mile from Cork he unexpectedly en-

countered sir Warham St. Leger, president of Munster, at the

head of a party of Ol) horsemen. In the I'acata it is stated that

St. Leger was accompanied by several captains, and a guard of

horse; and Fynes Morrison says that sir Henry Poer was also

along with him. This encounter took place within about a mile of

Cork, in February, according to the Pacata, but in March, accord-

ing to tliese Annals. C'ox says, that St. Leger rode out to take

the air near Cork, when he accideutly met Maguire; but the

Four Masters state that St. Leger went out with a party prepared

to attack Maguire. The dauntless Maguire, though encountering

fearfi'l odds, struck spurs to his horse, and advanced like a lion,

for he was a man who never turned his back to an enemy. It is

stated in the Pacata that St. Leger instantly discharged a pistol

at Maguire, and shot him, and he was also struck on the head by

some of the horsemen. The valiaTit Maguire, thouLrh mortally

wounded, summoned all his strength, and struck St. Leger such a

blow with his sword, that he cleft his head through his helmet, of

which wound he soon after died. Maguire then dashing onward,

with desperate energy, cut his way through the ranks of liorsemen,

exalted, and he marched forward to slay his enemy,

as he did on that occasion, for he and sir Warham
attacked each other with fierce rage and determined

animosity, and each of them wounded the other

;

but, however, Warham was slain on the spot by
Maguire, and five of the horsemen who were along

with sir Warham were killed in like manner by
Maguire ; he hiinself, however, was deeply cut

and wounded in that conflict, and became incapa-

ble of carrying on the contest on that occasion, so

that what he did was, to pass through them with-

out remaining to fight any longer, and he did not

proceed far from the place of encounter when the

weakness of death came on him, so that he was
obliged to dismount from his horse, and he imme-
diately afterwards died. The death of Maguire

was a cause of profound sorrow and severe afflic-

tion to O'Neill, and the Irish chiefs in general,

and that was not to be wondered at, for he was
the pillar of battle and conflict, the shield of pro-

tection and deliverance, a tower of defence and

fortitude, and the mainstay of hospitality and gene-

rosity of the Orgiellians, and of most of the Irish

in general in his time.''

five of whom he slew, and escaped from them, but died of his

wounds the same day. The sword of the ancient chiefs of the Ma-
guires was some time in the possessitm of Mr. Geraghty, the pub-
lislier of these Annals ; it was of excellent workmanship, of a
scimitar form, but so heavy that it coiild hardly he wielded by any
modern arm. Hugh Maguire was the last prince of Fermanagh,
for none of the chiefs after his lime possessed the power or pro-

perty of their ancestors. On the death of Hugh, his brother,

Cuclionacht or Constantine, became the Maguire, and joined

O'Neill, but he had many contests for the lortlship with another
chief named Conor Hoe, who joined the English, and was called

the queen's Maguire. ^ir John Davis, in his Tracts on Ferma-
nagh, states that Conor Roe Maguire got a grant of the county of
Fermanagh from the queen by letters patent, but he was afterwards
persuaded to surrender his patent, and, on the submission of Cu-
clionacht, the country was di\ ided between the two chiefs. On
the plantation of Ulster with British colonies, in the reign of James
L, almost the whole of Fermanagh was confiscated and transferred

to English and Scotch settlers ; but, according to Pynnar's Survey,

12,yOO acres were regranted to Conor Koe Maguire, in the baro-

nies of Magherastephana,Tirkennedy, Clankelly, and Kiiockninny.

Bryan Roe Maguire, son of Conor Roe, was created baron of En-
niskillen, by James L, and his son (^onor, by a sister of the cele-

brated Owen Roe O'Neill, succeeded as second baron ; he became
an active leader in the great insurrection of 164], and having laid

a plan to seize the castle of Dublin, he was taken prisoner, sent to

London, and conlined in the Tower, where he remained a long time,

and being tried for high treason, he was, in February, 1644,
hanged and beheaded at Tyburn ; an account of his trial is given

in Temple's Irish Rebellion. .Several other lords of Enniskillen, of

the Maguires, are mentioned in de Burgo's Hihernia Dominicana,

but they were merely nominal barons, liaving little or none of the

property or power of their ancestors. Conor Maguire, son of Con-
or, who was executed at Tyburn, became the third baron, and his

son Hugh was the fourth ; Roger, his uncle, became the fifth banm
;

he was a colonel in the service of king James II., and sat in his

4«
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Some assert that O'Neill would not have re-

turned from Munster 'till the following May, were

it not for the death of Maguire after that manner,

so that what he did was to proceed south-east of

Cork, to the estate of Barry More (barony of Bar-

lymore), to Roche's Country (barony of Fermoy),

and to Clangibbon ; he then took his leave of the

Momonians, and he promised them that if he could

get an opportunity, from the war carried on against

liim by the English, he would again visit them,

to settle their disputes, arrange their atFairs, and

make peace between them ; he took some of their

chiefs as hostages, and some as prisoners, to bring

them to Tyrone, and he left others of them in the

keeping of the earl of Desmond, and of Redmond,

the son of John Burke ; he gave his own autho-

rity and warrant to Dermod O'Conor and to the

sons of John Burke, for maintaining two thousand

men in the country of the Geraldines, for the pur-

pose that the earl of Desmond might have their

aid and services. O'Neill afterwards proceeded,

in the most direct roads, to Cliadh of Mai, the son

of Ugaine (in the county of Limerick), to the river

Suir, and by the south of Cashel ; although the

lord justice and the president (lord Mountjoy, and

sir George Carew), had a large army both by land

and sea, after having arrived in Dublin, on the

first days of March, and although the earl of Tho-

mond, and the earl of Ormond, were in Limerick,

prepared to attack him on his return from the

south, he passed them in marching back in the

exact routes by which he had proceeded to Mun-
ster, until he arrived in Tyrone, without experi-

encing from them any disturbance or opposition.

parliament at Dublin, in 1689, bat bis estates were confiscated by
king William, for his adherence to the House of Stuart. Philip,

brother of Roger, was called the sixth baron, and was married to

a daughter of sir Phelim O'Neill, general of the Ulster Irish, in

1641, by whom he had a son, Theophilus, called the seventh ba-

ron ; his son Alexander, according to de Burgo, was the eighth

baron, and was a captain in Buckley's regiment, in the Irish Bri-

gades in the service of France.

3. O'Neill's ExpedU'ion to Mutister.—Morrison says, " Tyrone,

who had hitherto contented himself in the North, only making
short excursions from thence into the Pale, being |>roud of his vic-

tories, and desirous to show his greatness abroad, resolved with
his forces to measure the length of Ireland." O'Neill set out on
this expedition from Tyrone, about the 20th ofJanuary, ICOO, and
on the 23rd arrived in Cavan, where he was joined by some forces

of Brefney O'Reilly ; he marched through Meath and Leinster,

with a force, according to Morrison, of 2,&00 foot and 200 horse.

His object was to organise the forces of Leinster and Munster, and
concert measures with his friend, James Fitzgerald, earl of Des-
moiirl. Morrison and Cox state that O'Neill, under pretence of a
pilgrimage to Holycross in Tipperary, proceeded to organise the

without an attack in any pass or defile, or the

death of any worth notice on his side, except

Maguire alone, as we have before stated.'

The earl of Ormond and the earl of Thomond
proceeded from Limerick, along the river Suir, in

pursuit of O'Neill, and he having passed them

without battle or encounter, the earl of Thomond
burned some corn and dwellings in Clangibbon,

in the estateoftheRidireFionn (the White Knight).

These two earls proceeded into the country of the

Butlers, and to Kilkenny, where they passed the

Easter, and after the Easter holydays, they went to

Dublin, to welcome and pay their respects to those

new officers who had come to Ireland, namely,

lord Mountjoy, the lord justice, and sir George Ca-
rew, president of the two provinces of Munster

;

when these earls had made their visit in Dublin,

they returned back, without delay, accompanied

by the president, until they arrived at Kilkenny.

It was not long after that when a day was appoin-

ted for holding a conference between the earl of

Ormond, and Anthony, the son of Rory Oge
O'Moore, and each to be accompanied by a num-
ber of men in arms and armour, at that meeting

;

the earl of Ormond took with him, on his own side,

the president and the earl ofThomond, to that con-

ference ; when both parties came to the place of

parley, which had been selected between them,

adjacent to Beul-Atha-Raghat (Ballyragget), they

began to argue about their affairs, and complain of

their wrongs against each other, tnitil at length a

gentleman of Anthony's party laid hold of the reins

and trappings of the earl of Ormond's horse, and

finally determined to make the earl prisoner ; when

Irish of Munster ; but it appears from the Annals, that he only inci-

dentally visited the celebrated Cistercian abbey of Holy-cross.

O'Neill organised the forces of Munster, and concerted mea-iures

with the earl of Desmond for carrying on the war ; he deposed Uo-
nal MacCarthy More, who had joined the Englisli, and placed Flo-

rence MacCarthy, chief of Carberry in Cork, in iiis stead, as lord of

Desmond. After remaining more than a month in Munster, where
he was honourably received by most of the chiefs, and recognised

like one of theancient kings of Ireland, and imving overran the ter-

ritories of the lords and chiefs wljo had joined the English, reduced

them to subjection, and compelled them to give hostages, he re-

turned towards Leinster, and appointed Richard Tyrrell, chief

commander in tliat province. He then proceeded between Ath-
lone and Mullingar, through Westraeath, and it is stated by Mor-
rison and Co.v that, on the 10th of March, the lord deputy Moun-
joy proceeded with the English forces from Dublin, to Mullingar,

to intercept O'Neill, but, before the deputy arrived, he had passed

into Brefney O'Reilly. Morrison and Cox state that O'Neill left

1000 of his men with the earl of Desmond, and 800 with his ally

Richard Butler, lord Mountgarret, and with a small force of only

600 men retuned by rapid marches to Ulster.
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the president and the earl of Thomond saw that

affair they turned their horses back, and did not

halt until they arrived at Kilkenny ; but, however,

the earl ofThomond was wounded in that rencoun-

ter ; Anthony, the son of Rory (O'Moore), brought

the earl of Ormond with him into the fastnesses

of his territor}-, and it was a news of surjjrise

throughout Ireland that the earl ofOrmond should

have been imprisoned in that place.' In a week
after the carl of Ormond was taken prisoner, the

president and the earl of Thomond proceeded from

Kilkenny to Waterford, from thence to Youghal,

and from Youghal to Cork. When the earl of

Desmond, and Florence, the son of Donogh Mac
Carthy, received intelligence of their arrival in

that plaoe, they came with all their forces and for-

med an extensive encampment oftents, so that they

completely surrounded Cork, north and south, in

every direction ; they remained for a whole fort-

night in that manner, when a month's truce was

agreed upon between Florence Mac Carthy and

the president. After the truce was ratified between

them, the earl of Desmond marched through the

country to procure pro^•isions for his Buannadha
(Bonaghts or hired soldiers). When the president

and the eai-1 of Thomond learned that those who
were opposed to them had separated from each

other, and that the way from Cork to Limerick was

clear to them to march, they proceeded with two

or three hundred cavalry, and one or two thousand

soldiers, from Cork to Mallow, from Mallow to

Kilmallock, and from Kilmallock to Limerick.

The earl of Desmond then marched into the Con-

nelloes (in Limerick), with an immense force, to

watch and reconnoitre the president and the earl

4. Capture of the Earl of Ormond.—An account of this affair

is given in Morrison, Mae Geoeiiegan, Cox, ami tlie Pacata Hiber-
nia. OntlieTtli of April, 1 GOO, sir George Carew, president of

Munster, accompanied liy tbe earl ofThomond, lord Audley, and
many officers, with a force of 7U0 men, proceeded to Naas and
Carlow, and, on the third day, arrived at Kilkenny. They were
visited by Thomas Butler, earl of Ormond, who informed them that

lie had appointed a parley, to arrange some disputes with the chief

Anthony O'Moore. On the lltb they all rode out together from
Kilkenny, with a body of their forces, and met O'Moore at a place

called Corrone-duffe, in Idough, near Ballyragget, in the barony of

Fassadining, in Kilkenny, towards the borders of Queen's county.
O'Moore came forward from the woods, where he left liis forces,

and was accompanied only by a few jiikemen. The forces of both

parties were at some distance, when the corference took place
;

O'Moore was accompanied by a Jesuit named Archer, and Or-
mond, having entered into a controversy with him, called him a

traitor, on which O'Moore's people became enraged, and one of

them, iiaving seized the earl, dragged him off his horse and made

of Thomond. It was at this time that a private

correspondence was carried on between the presi-

dent and the earl ofThomond, on the one side, and
Dermod, the son ofDudley O'Conor, on the other

;

he was a person who was in the miUtary service of

the earl of Desmond, for hire and pay, precious

gifts, and valuable property, for some years before

this time, and who had then a great number of

mercenary soldiers under his controul and com-
mand ; the determination which Dermod's mis-

fortune brought him to was, to deliver the earl of

Desmond to the president, and to the earl ofTho-
mond, in consideration of wealth and profit, and
the freedom and benefit of an estate for himself,

and for all those who joined him; he sent messen-

gers privately with those conditionsto thepresident,

and the earl (ofThomond), and they respectively

ratified their compacts. Dermod did not delay

what he had undertaken, for he took the earl of

Desmond prisoner, on one of the first days of the

month ofJune of this year, in his own territory,

and in the very centre of his country and lands,

for Dermod's power was very great, and his men
were very numerous in that country. After he

had taken the earl prisoner, the place where he sent

him to be guarded was, to one of the earl's own
castles, viz., Caislen-an-Lissin (CastleUssen), in the

very centre of the country of the Geraldines, and

he put as many Conacian kerns as were requisite

to defend and watch the castle into it along with

the earl, to guard him in that castle ; he himself

proceeded to another part of the country, and sent

his messenger to the president, and the earl ofTho-

mond, to inform them ofthe affair, and demanding

all that had beenpromised him for the earl. When

him prisoner. Carew and Thomond, who were convenient, be-

I
came alarmed, and ran to his assistance ; in attempting to rescue

the earl, one of his men was killed by O'Moore's pikemen, five

were wounded, and fourteen of them taken prisoners. O'Moore
laid hands on Carew, but the earl ofThomond rushed to his assis-

tance, and they both escaped, says Morrison, by the swiftness of

their horses ; but the earl of Thomond was wounded in the back
with the thrust of a pike. A curious plate, with a representa-

tion of this affair, is given in the Pacata Hibernia. The countess

of Ormond addressed letters to O'Neill for the earl's liberation,

which she obtained on condition, says Mac Geoghegan, that he

would not again act against his religion or his country, and that

he should give hostages for his fidelity. It is stated in Lodge's

Peerage that Ormond was detained prisoner by O'Moore 'till the

12tli of June, when he was set at liberty by delivering hostages
for the payment of £3000, if he should seek any retaliation for his

injury ; and it is stated in the Annals at p. G70, that Ormond was
obliged to deliver, for his release, sixteen hostages oftbe sons ofthe

principal persons in the country.

4 Q 2



668 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1600.

the Geraldines received intelligence of the capture

of the earl, and of the predicament in which he was

placed, the race of Maurice Fitzgerald collected

from all quarters, on a certain day, to the vicinity

of Castlelissen ; thither came Fitzmaurice of Kerry,

namely, Patrick, the son of Thomas, son of Ed-

mond ; the knight of Kerry, namely William, the

son of John, son of William ; the knight of Glyn,

i.e. Edmond, the son of Thomas, sonof Edmond,

son of Thomas ; the White Knight, namely Ed-

mond, the son of John ; the earl's own brother,

i. e. John, the son ofThomas Roe, and a gentleman

of the Burkes, whose name was William, the son

of Shane-na-Seamar, son of Richard Saxanach, who
had been engaged along with the earl, since he was

appointed earl, till that time. After all these had

assembled together, they were not long in consul-

tation when they came to the resolution of dividing

themselves on the four quarters of the castle, to

attack it forthwith, and to have no regard for the

safety of their bodies, or precious lives, until they

liberated the earl out of it, either by persuasion or

force ; they then proceeded directly until they

5. Capture of the earl of Pesmond and death of O'Conoi—
These events are related in the Pacata Hibernia, and by Morrison,

Cox, and Mac Geoshegan. The aliove-nientioned earl of Desmond
was James Fitz-Thomas Fitzgerald, who had been appointed earl

of Desmond by Hugh O'lVeill, earl of Tyrone, and was an active

ally of O'Neill against the queen. He was commonly called by
the Anglo-Irish the sugnn carl, signifying the earl of straw, as his

title was not recognised by the English. He was a distinguished

commander in Munster for some years against the queen, and Cox
says he was the handsomest man of his time. The plot for liis

capture was formed by sir George Carew, president of Munster,
and this treacherous transaction is fully detailed in the Pacata Hi-
bernia. Dermod O'Conor Don, above-mentioned, was a chief of

the O'Conors of Hoscommon, a very valiant man, who, with a

body of 1.500 kerns and galloglasses from Connanglit, had entered

the service of the earl of Desmond. O'Conor was married to Mar-
garet, daughter of Gerald Fitzgerald, the celebrated earl of Des-
mond who was put to dealh by the English in Munster, in 1583, as

related in the Annals. The lady Margaret, to promote the interests

of her brother, James Fitzgerald, wlmm the queen had about this

time appointed earl of Desmond, in opposition to the other James,
appointed earl hy O'Neill, and influenced by the offers of Carew,
induced her husband O'Conor to undertake the captureof the earl,

and amongst the parties who conspired in this transaction is men-
tioned Miler Magrath, archbishop of Cashel, as one of the chief

agents. O'Conor was promised a reward of £1000 for his trea-

chery, as soon as he took Desmond prisoner, and, to give a colour

to the affair, Carew wrote with his own hand a letter addressed,
as it were, to the earl of Desmond, in which the earl is represented
as conspiring against the life of O'Conor, and promising to deliver

him dead or alive into the hands of Carew. This forged letter was
sent by Carew to O'Conor, who was cognizant of the plan, and he
was to produce it, as if intercepted by him, to justify to his soldiers

his taking of Desmond ; and thus O'Conor concealed his treachery
from his own followers, having apparently a good excuse for seiz-

ing the carl. These things being contrived, O'Conor sent a mes-
sage to Desuiond, to meet him at a place of parley on the 18th of
June, to concert measures concerning the war. "I'he earl came to

arrived at the walls of the castle, and they did not

mind any opposition or injury they experienced,

and made little of all that were slain and destroyed

of their people, until they at length took the castle

from the guards, and liberated the earl out of it

by force, without paying a ransom for him, or

without himself being wounded, or losing a drop

of blood, and they gave quarter to the guards.

That capture of the earl of Desmond became a

disgrace and dishonour to Dermod O'Conor,

throughout Ireland, and when the earl went a-

mongst his people, he commanded Dermod, and

every Connaughtman who was along with him and

their kerns, to quit the country, which they accor-

dingly did forthwith, and they proceeded from the

country of the Geraldines with much wealth and

treasure, moveable property and cattle, and it was

not easy to enumerate all that the Conacians car-

ried away with them, of various kinds of property,

before and at that time, from the country of the

Geraldines, during the period of their own con-

tentions with each other, till then,^.

In the month of July, after that, the president

the place appointed in Conello, on the borders of Limerick and
Cork, attended by some of his men, and was there met by O'Conor
with a party of his soldiers ; after some time a controversy arose

between the marshal of O'Conor and .Murrogh Mac Slieeliy, the

marshal of Desmond, and then O'Conor laid hands on tije earl, and
made him a prisoner in the name of O'Neill, declaring hint a trai-

tor, and to justify this proceeding to his followers, he produced

Carew's fictitious letter as a proof of Desmond's guilt, saying he

had intercepted it, and thus falsely charging the carl as having

conspired against his life. Desmond was sent by O'Conor to the

fortress of Castleishin, situated in the great wood and fastnesses of

Conello, on the borders of Cork, Limerick, and Kerry, the ruins of

which castle still remain in the parish of Knocklemple, in the

county of Cork, near the mansion of sir James Fitzgerald. The
Geraldines, with Pierce Lacy and others, having assembled their

followers, took the fortress, and liberated the earl on the 2Gth of

June. Dermod O'Conor and his Connanghtmen were then ex-
pelled out of Munster for his treachery to Desmond, but the young
earl of Desmond being sent to Ireland by the queen in the same
year (1 GOO), O'Conor resolved to repair to him in Munster, the

earl being his brother-in-law, as before stated. The lady Marga-
ret, the earl's sister, got for her husband, O'Conor, and his follow-

ers, a safe conduct from Carew, and also from sir Arthur Savage,
governor of Connaught, and the earl of Clanrickard, and Carew
sent 100 foot to guard O'Conor as soon as he should enter Tho-
mond- O'Conor set out in October, and proceeded through Clan-
rickard to O'Shaughnessy's country near Gort, in Galway, where
he and his party were attacked by Theobald Burke of the Ships,

who commanded lUO foot in the queen's pay, O'Conor having
taken refuge in an old church, Burke burned it over his head, and
on coming out of it he was taken prisoner, and 40of hisroen slain

;

on the following morning Burke cut off O'Conor's head, alleging

that he did so in revenge for the death of his cousin. Lord Burke,
who was slain in Munster, in a conflict with O'Conor. Tiie lord

deputy Mountjoy, according to the Pacata Hibernia, cashiered and
dismissed Theobald of the Ships from the queen's service for this

daring deed. Dermod O'Conor gained nothing by his treachery to

Desmond for he never received the thousand pounds he bad been
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and the earl of Thomond, with a large force of

soldiers, proceeded from Limerick westward, on

the northern side of the Shannon, through the

county of Clare, until they arrived at Baile-Meg-

Colmain in Triocha-ced of eastern Corcobaiscin

(barony of Clonderlaw) ; they then crossed the

Shannon in boats to Cloch-Ghleanna (the Rock of

the Glen), a town (or castle), which lies on the

southern banks of the Shannon, and was one of

the towns of the Knight of the Glyn ; and it was

from that Glen in which the town is situated, viz.,

Gleann-Corbraighe, the knight took his title, and

also that Rock, to which the great clamorous force

came, derived its name ; large ordnance was con-

veyed in boats from Limerick to the president

and the earl of Thomond, to the same castle,

and having planted it against the castle, they

reduced it, at the end of two days, and demolished

a portion of it by the heavy ordnance, after which

they assaulted it in all directions, and they slew

twenty or forty of the officers and common soldiers

of the Knight's people, who were guarding the

castle, along with many women and young people;

some of the men of the president, and of the earl,

were also slain by the guards, and that castle would

not be easily taken, were it not that his people

separated from the earl of Desmond before that

time. (This was the castle of Fitzgerald, the

Knight of Glvn, on the banks of the Shannon in

promised, besides, he lost his life in consequence of that transac-

tion ; the lady Jlargaret was to meet Carew at Kilmallock, and
receive the money, but liefore that affair was arranpied, the earl of

Desmond was rescued from Castleishin, and O'Conor was refused

his reward. The eail of Desmond's forces being dispersed in the

course of the war, he was reduced to great distress, and on theiiltli

of .May, UiOl, while concealed in a cave in the mountain of Slieve-

grot, in Tipperary, he was taken prisoner by Fitzgibbon, called tile

White Knight, cliiefof the Clan Gibbon, u branchof the Geraldines

of Munster, hence he is called Fitzgerald by some writers; the

White Knight was bribed by Carew to betray Desmond, and hav-
ing delivered him up at Shandon Castle, he received from Carew,
says Mac Geoghegan, a reward of £1000 for this infamous act.

The earl was some time secured in irons at Shandon castle, ami,
being tried at Cork, was condemned for treason. About the same
time the celebrated chief, Florence Mac Cartliy of Desmond, who
was in alliance with O'Neill, was likewise, by the contrivance of

Carew, taken prisoner, and he and the earl of Desmond were sent

together prisoners to London, on the 14th of August, l()01,and

eontined in the tower, where, after an iinprisonment ijfseven years,

the earl died in 16t>8, and was buried in the chapel of the Tower.
Another plot was laid hy Carew, in IGOO, aQ:ainst John Fitz Tho-
mas Fitzgerald, the earl of Desmond's brother, the particulars of

which are given in the Pacata Hibernia. In the year 1600 this

John Fitzgerald was posted, with 200 men, in a strong fortress on

an island in Louiih Giiire, a lake about three miles from Bruff, in

Limerick ; in May, the president, Carew, attacked the place with

his cannon, and one Owen Grome, a strangerfrom the North, says

Limerick, towards the borders of Kerry). When
O'Conor Kerry, namely John, the son of Conor
O'Conor, learned that the forces of the country

were diminished, and that Cloch-Gleanna (the

Hock of the Glyn), had been taken without

slaughter or hazard, he went to the president and

earl (of Thomond), and he promised to be in

alliance with his sovereign from that forth, and he

gave up his castle of Carrigafoyle (on a small island

in Kerry, near the mouth of the Shannon), as a

guarantee and security to the president and the

earl. When it became generally known in Kerry,

and in Clan Maurice, that the queen's people

gained those advantages over their opponents,

they commenced to demolish their castles, and to

leave their residences and family seats wide open
;

they took away with them their women and people

behind the rugged-topped hills, and into intricate

and retired woods, from along the river Mang (in

Kerry), and the borders of Desmond. When the

president and the earl of Thomond learned that

the inhabitants of the entire country for the most

part, on each side of the Feale and ofCasan had fled

(the rivers Feale and Casan, in Kerry), they sent

soldiers to garrison Leic-Snamha (Lixnaw), which

was the fortress of Fitzmaurice ; so that they had
garrisons in Lixnaw, Carrigafoyle, the Rock of

Glyn, Askeaton, Fianann, Tralee, Ardfert, Lios-

Cathaln, (castles in Kerry and Limerick), and in

Carew, who had the command of the castle, delivered it to the

queen's forces on promise of pardon, and receiving a sura of £60
iu money, which was paid, by the president's order, by one Row-
ley. At this time Jolm Nugent, one of the Irish leaders, was in-

duced by Carew to plot against the life of John Fitzgerald, and
his brother the earl, the president having promised him not only

pardon, but also '* some store of crowns to relieve his wants here-

after." Nugent, on these conditions, promised that he would soon

ruin the earl of Desmond, or his brother John. Carew says that

Nugent was so valiant and daring that he would attempt any
thing. John Fitzgerald rode forth from his fortress at Lough
Guire, towards the fastness of .\rloshe, where most of his men
were posted, and accompanied only hy a gentleman named John
Coppinger ; Nugent, as soon as their backs were turned, following

them at ashort distance, came up with a pistol in his hand, charged
with two bullets, prepared to do the bloody deed, when Coppinger,
perceiving his intent, instantly snatched the pistol from his hand,
crying out" Treason !" whereupon Fitzgerald suddenly turned upon
the assassin. Nugent thought to escape by the goodness of his

horse, and spurred hard, but the horse stumbled, and he was taken,

and having on examination confessed his intent, was hanged hy

Fitzgerald on the next day. It is staled in the Pacata that Nu-
gent, when going to be hanged, confessed that it was his intention,

as soon as he had killed Fitzgerald, to have gone to the camp of
the earl of Desmond, to communicate the first news of his brother's

death, and then to call him aside and kill him. This John Fitz-

gerald, in 1603, retired to Spain, where he was styled earl ofDes-
mond, and died at Uarcelona.
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the towns of Clanmaurice in general, except Lios-

Tuatbail (Listowel, in Kerry). The president and

the earl oi'Thoinond returned to Limerick, after

having gained sway on that expedition, and the

most of the people of Connello, of the county of

Limerick, and of Kenry, came to them, having

turned against the earl of Desmond, and joined

their sovei'eign.

Fitzmaurice of Kerrj', namely, Patrick, tlie son

of Thomas, son of Edmond, son of Thomas, died

in the middle of his age, and prime of life, after

having been joined with the earl of Desmond in

the forementioned war ; it was a cause of lamen-

tation that a man of his personal figure, blood,

and hospitality, should have so died before his

time; his son Thomas succeeded him.

The Roche, namely, Maurice, the son of David,

son of Maurice, son of David (Roche, lord of Fer-

moy), died in the month of June of this year ; he

was a young man distinguished for his gentleness,

personal tigure, and learning in Latin, Irish, and

English, and his son David succeeded him.

O'Carroll (of Ely), i. e. Calvach, the son of

William Odhar, son of Ferganainm, son of Maol-

roona, was slain in the month of July, by some in-

ferior gentlemen ofthe O'Carrollsand O'Meaghers;

that Calvach was a warlike, defending man, and

a strong arm against his English and Irish neigh-

bours ; he was a knight by title and honour, by

authority of his sovereign.

6. Death of O'Moore.—An account of this celebrated chieftain

Anthony O'Moore, lord of Leix, erroneously called OwneyO'Moore,
by various writers, has been given at pape C32 in these Annals.
He was, for a period of aliont ten years, a distirfruished commander
in Leinster, in tl:e war apainst Elizabeth, and was a man of fxreat

valour and abilities ; he defeated the English forces in many en-
gagements, and was particularly fau:ous for his attack on the army
of the earl of Essex at the Pass of Phmics, his capture of the earl

of Ormond, and other daring exploits. An account of his death is

given by Morrison, CIox, and Mac Geoghegan ; on the 12th of
August, ICOO, according to Morrison, the lord deputy Mountjoy,
with a body of ;300 foot, (lO horse, and some volunteers, marched
to Naas, and thence to Philipstowu. in King's county, and took a
prey of 200 cows, 5U0 sheep, and 700 garrons, and burned the
country ; on the IHtli he was joined by sir Oliver Lambert, and
they marched to a fastness on the borders of Leix and Offaly,

where they were attacked by Anthony Mac Rory O'Moore,
and captain Richard Tyrrell. In the encounter, Mountjoy
was in great danger, having liis horse killed nnrier him, and he
escaped with difficulty througli a bog ; hut in the course of the
conflict, after many had fallen on both sides, the valiant O'Moore
himself was slain—Mae Geoglicgan says, the Irisli gained the
victory, hut its value was far ontwrighed by the deatli of O'Moore,
whose loss was irreparable to the Irish of Leinster ; after his death
says Morrison, "they were so disconrnged that they never after
held up their heads " O'.Vnore was succeeded in command by his
relative Redmond O'Moore, but tlie O'Moores, 0'Lalors,0'Conors,

Many quarrels, conflicts, sanguinary martyr-

doms, effusions of blood, in which immense num-
bers of people were destroyed, took place between

the Engli-sh and Irish of Leinster in this summer.

Anthony O'Moore set at liberty the earl of Or-

mond, in the month of June, and he received

sixteen hostages of the eldest sons and heirs of

the most honourable gentleman under the earl, as

sureties for the fulfilment of every compact and

article that were agreed upon for his release. The
same Anthony, the son of Rory Oge, son of Rory

Caoch O'Moore, for a long time an illustrious,

famous, and celebrated gentleman, was slain by

the queen's people, in a fierce and desperate con-

flict, which was fought between them in the

vicinity of Leix, in the month of August of this

year, and his death gave a check to the valour,

bravery, and courage of the Irish of Leinster, and

of all Ireland ; he was the sole rightful heir to his

estate, and he gained the government of his patri-

mony by the power of his hand, and determined

strength of heart, from the grasp of tyrants and

foreigners, -who were reducing its former greatness

for a long time before that, until he brought it

under his own controul and government, and

under the management of its oiificers and soldiers,

according to the custom of the Irish, so that none

of the towns of his patrimony was out of his pos-

session, from one side to the other, except alone

Port-Leix (Maryborough).''

O'Kellys, O'Cavenaghs, and Keatings, were soon after compelled

to submit to the lord deputy. It is stated by Morrison, and Cox,

that Mountjoy remained in Offaly till the 23rd of August, during

which time lie continued devastating the King's and Queen's

counties, Carlow, and Kildare,and destroyed more than ten thou-

sand pounds worth of corn ; and he carried off immense preys,

amounting to 1000 cows, 500 garrons, and a great number of

sheep ; at the same time sir Oliver Lambert shiughfertd great

numbers of the inhabitants. The inhuman Mountjoy, and his bar-

barian soldiers, thus adopted the system of subduing the Irish by

destroying their crops and com, and carryiug off their cattle,

thereby producing famine, a plan which they put extensively into

execution in various parts of Ireland, of which ample accounts are

given by Morrison, Cox, and others ; on these devastations in

Offaly, Morrison says, " our captains and the common soldiers

did cut down with their swordsall the rebels' com, to the value of

£10,000, and upward, the only means by which they were to live.

It seemed incredible that, by so barbarous inhabitants, the ground

should be so manured, the fields so orderly fenced, the towns so

frequently inhabited, and the highways and paths so well beaten,

as tlie lord deputy here found them ; the reason whereof was, that

the queen's forces, during those wars, never till then came among
them." A very sufficient cause for the prosperity of the country.

In these Annals, in the course of this year, an account is given of

the methods adopted by the English, for the destruction of the

crops, by harrows, scytlies, sickles, &c. After thedeath of Antho-

ny, the powerful Clan of the O'Moores, whose chiefs were for many
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After his strange insurgents had parted from
the earl of Desmond, he proceeded with the small

force he then had along with him to Castlemaine,

and had none of the Geraldine gentlemen in his

alliance, or aiding him, except the son of the

deceased Fitzmaurice, whom we have mentioned,

namely, Thomas, the son of Patrick ; the Knight

of the Gl}-n, and young Pierce do Les (Pierce de

Lacy).

A v\ ritten despatch came from England to Mun-
ster in the month of July of this year, and the

purport of it was, that the young son of the earl of

Desmond, namely, James, the son of Gerald, son

of James, son of John, who was in imprisonment

with the queen for the crimes of his father, and
his father's brothers, who had been at war with her,

was set at liberty from his confinement by the

queen, after he had gone under her mercy, and
after he had been twenty-one years imprisoned by
her ; this dispatch also contained, tliat it should be

proclaimed in all the countries, and great towns of

of Munster, that this young man, namely James,

the son of Gerald, was coming over as an honour-

able earl, by the authority of the sovereign, and
that every person on his estate, who was in war
till then, would be restored to his blood and

honours, and his crimes forgotten, on condition of

returning back to the sovereign and this young
earl. The time the forementioned young earl came

to Ireland, having a great force along with him
from the queen, was in the month of October,

precisely ; when he arrived in Cork, the president

and the earl of Thomond went to him, to welcome

him ; they afterwards respectively came to Mallow,

Kilmallock, and Limerick ; all those who inhabi-

ted the country of the Geraldines, on beholding

asjes lords of Leix, and famous warriors, fell into complete decay,

and tliL'ir territories were transferred to British settlers. Tile

last celebrated chief of the name was Rory,or Roger U'.Moore, of

Kildare, one of the principal leaders in the great insurrection of

l(i4
1 , a man of great spirit and abilities, who planned this remark-

able rising of the Irish for the recovery of their confiscated lands,

and national independence.
7. The Queen's carl of Desmond.—When Gerald Fitzgerald,

the celebrated earl of Desmond, was put to death by the English

in Munster, in lolJ:3, his son James, then a child, was sent to Eng-
land, and confined in the Tower, where he remained a prisoner

till the year 16U0, when the queen, advised by Cecil, according to

Cox, considering that his presence in Ireland might promote the

English interest, she sent him over to Ireland, in opposition to the

other James Fitzgerald, who was called O'Neill's earl of Desmond,
with the hope that lie might win over the followers ofthe House of

Desmond, and bring them under obedience to the crown. The

the true lineal descendant of the family, came to

that young earl, and the party whom James, the

son of Thomas, had in care of Castlemaine (in

Keriy), delivered the castle to the young earl,

namely, James, the son of Gerald ; and the earl

gave possession of it to the president; there was
no town in the possession of Fitzmaurice, namely,
Thomas, except Listowel alone, as we have stated,

and even that was taken by the governor of Kerry,

namely, sir Charles Volment (Wilmot), in the

month of November of this year."

The daughter of the earl of Thomond, namely,

Onora, the daughter of Conor, son of Donogh
O'Brien, the wife of Fitzmaurice before mentioned,

fled fi'om the plundering and insurrection of her

husband, to her own countrj', under the protection

! of the president, and of the earl of Thomond ; and

she died soon after at the Daingean (fortress), of

Mac Mahon, and was buried in the monastery of

Ennis.

The chief constable of the Geraldines, namely,

Roderick, the son of Manus, son of Edmond Mac
Sheehy, died,

Dermod, the son of Dudley, son of Tuathal

O'Conor, having left the country of the Geraldines,

after he had taken prisoner the earl of Desmond,
namely, James, son of Thomas, as we have stated,

and from whom he had been again forcibly rescued,

that Dermod arrived in the estate of O'Conor Roe,

at the Cluainte (in Roscommon) ; he obtained

protection, from the lord justice, who was doing

servdce and acting for the queen in Leinster and

Ulster, in the harvest of this year, until the young

earl of Desmond, ofwhom we have treated, namely,

James, the son of Gerald, came to Ireland. When
he came, he sent for Dermod, for Dermod had

queen's earl of Desmond was restored, in blood and honours, by
letters patent, and sent over, under the conduct of captain Price, to

Carew, the president of Munster. He landed at Youghal, on the

14th of t>ctober, and proceeded to Mallo^v to meet Carew; he next

went to Cork, where, says. Cox, the inhabitants, finding he was a

Protestant, refused to entertain him, so that he was fain to intrude

himself on the mayor. He went thence to Limerick, accompanied

by Miler Masrath, archbishop of Cashcl, and on Saturday, came
to Kilmallock, wliere great multitudes went to see him, to welcome

I the heir of the old House of Desmond ; but seeing him go to the

Protestant Church on Sunday, all the people, and even his rela-

tives the Geraldines, forsook him to a man, and, accordnig to Cox,
and Mac Geoghegan, treated him with every contumely, and the

most profound contempt. The earl, finding himself forsaken by

all his friends, returned to London in the same year, where he

soon after died, in IGOl, under suspicion of having been poisoned.

I

t I
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married a sister of that earl, while engaged in the

war of the Geraldines, the year before that ; and

some assert that it was through her, James, the

son of Thomas, was taken prisoner, as she con-

sidered her own brother might more readily suc-

ceed when he was set aside. When the earl's

dispatch reached Dermod, he prepared to go at his

invitation, by the permission and protection of the

lord justice, and of the president of the two

provinces of Munster; on his proceeding through

the north-west of the province of Connaught, to

cross the Shannon to Limerick, he was pursued

by Theobald of the Ships, the son of Richard of

the Iron, and by David, the son of Ulick-an-Tim-

chill (Burke), through enmity, and having over-

taken him near Gort, while he had only a small

party along with him, they beheaded Dermod, find-

ing he had only a small force ; and although he was

then so circumstanced, it was not long before that

time when that party would not have found it prac-

ticable to attack him, for he was a commander of

fifteen hundred men, and he himself was very va-

liant ; but, however, none can escape death when

his last day arrives.

The lord of Slieveardagh (in Tipperary), namely

James, the son of Pierce, son of James Butler,

died in the winter of this year.

Redmond Burke, the son of Shane-na-Scamar,

son of Rickard Saxanach, was a distinguished and

illustrious gentleman at this time according to the

customs of the L-ish ; he and his brethren, John

Oge, William, and Thomas, remained in Ormond

and in Ely during the summer, harvest, and win-

ter of this year, and the forces of those sons of

John Burke were so great and numerous, that they

devastated and laid waste the neighbouring coun-

tries and cantreds; they took many castle towns

in Ely and in Ormond, on that occasion, and of

those were the Roin, Bel-Atha-Dungair, and Cuil-

O'nDudhubhain in Ely, and Port-a-Tolchain in

Ormond.'

After the fall of Anthony, the son of Rory Oge

O'Moore, as we have stated, Leix was overrun by

8. Cnxtles in Ely and Ormond.—The castle at Roin, above

mentioned, is considered to be Castleroan, near Dunkerrin, in the

King's county, on tlie liorders of Tipperary, liel-atlia-Dungair

was in Ely O'Carroll, in tlie King's county, towards the liorders of

'i'ipperary, aliout a mile north of Roscrea. Port-a-Tolchain, is

now called the castle of hedwood, on thebanks of the Shannon, in

Lower Urniond, between Purtuninu and the little lirosna river, and

the Saxons, who began to repair their lime-stone

habitations, and to settle in the ancient residences

of the race of Conall Cearnach, to whom the ter-

ritory of Leix was hereditary, for there was not a

worthy heir equal to Anthony to defend it against

them.
The O'Conors Faily, namely, the tribe of Bry-

an, son of Cahir, son of Con, son of Calvach, were

in alliance with the Irish for three or four years

till tliis time, and during that period they took and

demolished the most of the castles of Offaly, except

Dangan (Philipstown, in King's county), and a few

others. The lord justice of Ireland went there a-

bout the Lammas (August), of this year, with many
harrows, great iron rakes, and with a great deal of

scythes and sickles, and cut down and destroyed

the crops of the country, ripe and unripe, and in

consequence of this the inhabitants ofthat country

went into flight, banishment and exile, into Ulster

and other countries, until the end of this year.

Donal Spainagh, the son of Donogh, son of Ca-

hir Carrach O'Cavenagh, made peace with the

lord justice, in the harvest precisely ; the sons of

Fiacha Mac Hugh (O'Byrne), the son of John,

made ])eace with him in like manner.

The English fleet, which had been ordered by

the queen and the council of England to be sent

to Ireland, to act against the province of Ulster,

at the time lord Mountjoy was appointed lord

justice over Ireland, at the festival of St. Patrick

precisely, as we have stated, was preparing and

making ready, without cessation or delay in the

most expeditious and active mannerpossible on that

occasion in England, with all necessaries required,

for it was a great vexation of mind to the queen of

England, and to the council both here and there,

the defence and stand which the Tirconnallians,

Tyronians, and the Ultonians in general, with all

those who were in alliance with them, made in

opposition to them ; and they also remembered,

and it was like a concealed disease in their hearts,

all that were slain and destroyed of their people,

all they spent of their money and treasure, by the

part of the townland is called Port-land. Baile-ui-Eachdach,

before mentioned in the Annals, is now called liallyhoctor, near

Redwood castle, and there are some ancient tombs of the O'Ken-

nedys in the ruined church of Lorra. This information has been

communicated by the learned Thomas L. Cooke, of Parsonstown,

Esq.
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war in Ireland till then, so that the resolution they

came to was, to send the forementioned fleet to

Ireland, which put into the port of Dublin, in the

month of April of this year ; from thence they

sailed, in the beginning of summer, by the advice

of the earl of Clanrickard, and of the earl of Tho-

mond, and they were commanded to proceed to the

Lake of Feaval, the son of Lodan (Lough Foyle,

between Derry and Donegal) ; they afterwards

sailed along the left hand side (that is the eastern

side), of Ireland, and entered port at that place

where they were directed. After they landed, they

erected on both sides of the harbour three forts,

with trenches in the earth, as they had been order-

ed in England ; one of those forts was on O'Neill's

part of the country, in the neighbourhood of

O'Kane's territory, viz., Dun-na-Long (the fortress

ofthe Ships), and two forts in O'Donnell's country,

one of which was at Culmore, on the estate of

0'Dogherty,in the barony of Inisowen, andanother

fort south-west of it, in Derrj^ Columkille. The
English immediately began sinking trenches about

them, and constructing a strong earthen mound,

and a great rampart, so that they were in a state

of defence against their enemies ; and these were

stronger, and more defensive, than courts of lime

and stone, or citadels, on the building of which

much time and immense labour might be spent.

They then demolished the monastery and cathe-

dral, and such as remained of the ecclesiastical

buildings in the town, of which they made houses

and apartments. The name of the general who
was with them was Henry Docwra ; he was a dis-

tinguished knight, of wisdom and ingenuity, and

a pillar of battle and valour ; six thousand was the

nmnber that came to that place, and, after they

ai-rived at Derry, they considered Culmore and

Dun-na-Long of little consequence. The English,

for a long time, were so much afraid and in dread,

that they did not come outside of the ramparts,

except a short distance, and a great number of

them were on guard every night, lest they might

be surprised by an attack, and they were seized

with distemper and disease, on account of the con-

finement of the place in which they were, and the

heat of the summer weather, and great numbers of

them died of that sickness. With respect to

O'Donnell, when he perceived that they were not in

the habit of coming outside of their encampments.

through fear and dread, he considered them of no
consequence, and he collected his forces to march
into the south of the province of Connaught, to

plunder the districts about Slieve-Echtge (Slieve-

baughta, in Gahvay, on the borders of Clare),

and Thomond in particular, because he had good
reason, for the the earls, namely, the earl of Clan-

rickard and the earl of Thomond, were those who
induced the lord justice and the council to send

that great armed force against him, to engage him
in his own country, away from them, on account

of his frequent incursions into their territories.

Having determined on that resolution, he left

O'Dogherty, chiefof Innisowen, namely, John Oge,
the son of John, son of Felim O'Doghertj', to

watch the foreigners, that they might not come to

plunder his country; he also left NiallGarv O'Don-
nell, and others of his forces, to guard against them
on the western side, between them and Triocha-

Ced ofEnda,the son of Niall(i. e. the Triocha-Ced,

or barony of Enda, the son of Niall of the Nine
Hostages, now the barony ofRaphoe, in Donegal).

After that he (O'Donnell), collected his forces to

march across the river Erne westward, and in the

first place he took with him all those who were
under his controul in Ulster, in that army. All

the Conacians at the same time, from the river Suck
(between Galwjay and Roscommon), to Bundrowis
(near Ballyshannon),and from the west ofTyrawley
(in Mayo), to Brefney O'Reilly (county of Cavan),

were expecting and waiting his coming to them at

Ballymote, after they had gone thither at his com-
mand ; of the Conacians who were there waiting

for him were O'Rourke, namely, Bryan Oge, the

son of Bryan, son of Bryan Ballach, son of Owen

;

O'Conor Sligo, i. e. Donogh, the son of Cathal

Oge, son of Teige, son of Cathal Oge, with all

those of the districts which lie northward from the

Curlew mountain to the sea ; O'Conor Roe,

namely, Hugh, the son of Torlogh Roe, son ofTeige

Buighe, son of Cathal Roe, with the entire of his

force ; Mac Dermott of Moylurg, namely, Conor,

the son of Teige, son of Owen, son of Teige, with

his people, and Mac WiUiam Burke, i. e. Theo-
bald, the son of Walter Ciotach, son of John, son

of Oliver, with his party. When O'Donnell, with

his forces from Ulster, joined these Conacians at

Ballymote, he marched through Corran (in Shgo),

through the centre of MoyAi, of Finnbeanach (in

4 R
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Roscommon), to Clan Conway, to the territoiy of

Maine, son of Eochy, and to the centre of Clan-

rickard (all in Galway), without battle or conflict,

and without any being injured from him or by

him ; and he halted and encamped in the west of

Clanrickard, in the country of Redmond (Burke,

baron of Leitrim, in Galway), on Saturday evening,

and the festival of St. John (24th of June), was

on the following Tuesday. Notice was sent into

Thoraond before him at that time, and they ex-

pected he would not proceed from the place where

he happened to be on Sunday night, till day light

on Monday morning ; that was not what he did, but

rose early on Sunday morning, and marched for-

ward through Redmond's country to Kinel-Aodha

(on the borders of Clare), to Kinel-Dungaile, and

to upper Clan-Cuilein (both in the baronies ofTul-

lagh and Bunratty, county of Clare), and crossed the

Forgus (river Fergus) westward, after having plun-

dered the most of those territories before the middle

of the day. O'Donnell encamped that night on

the banks ofthe river Fergus, to the west of Cluain-

Ramhata (Clonroad), after having burned the en-

tire of Ennis, except the monastery ; he sent forth

his predatory parties to plunder the surround-

ing districts, and far and wide did those scouring

parties extend asunder, for they overran, preyed,

burned, plundered, and devastated,, from the same

time of day till night, all that lay from Craig-ui-

Chiordubhain, in the lower part of the territory, in

Triochad-Ced-na-nOilen (the barony of Islands),

to Cathair-Murchadha, in western Corcabaiscin

(barony of Moyarta), to the gate of Kilmuny (in

the barony of Ibrickaue), to Cathair- Ruis, and to

the plain in Ibrickane, to the gate of Baile-Eoin-

Gobhan, in Corcomroe, and Boithe-Neill in Kinel-

Fearmaic (barony of Inchiquin).' Many a feast

fit for a worthy gentleman, or for the lord of a

territory, was enjoyed by parties, consisting of four

or five of O'Donnell's people, under the cover of a

hedge, or at the side of a bush, during that night in

Thomond. O'Donnell, on the following morning

of Monday, steadily and slowly, without mustering

9. Localities in Clare.—The following information on the places

above-mentioned, has been kindly communicated by Thomas L.

Cooke, Esq. Baile-Eoin-Gobhan is a castle, in ruins, about three

miles north of Ennistymon ; it signifies John Smith's Town, and is

now called Smithstown. Boitbe-Neili castle is now in ruins, and
is called Bohneil, in the parish of Inagh, barony of Inchiquin.

Craig-ui-Chiordubhain is supposed to be Ballynacreggan, in the

or huriying, repaired with his forces from their

wide extended tents full of people, and they began

to march on their way directly through Thomond,

north-east by the borders ofHy Corbmaic, through

the centre of Kinel Fearmaic (barony of Inchiquin),

into Burren, and arrived before night at the mo-

nastery ofCorcomroe, and to Carcair-na-gCleireach,

with their preys and booty. The forces continued

traversing and overrunning the country about them

nearly the entire day, and they did not leave a

dwelling or habitation worth notice that they did

not burn and completely destroy ; they leftthe entire

country after them, as far as could be seen, in one

continued dark vapourand smoke, in every direction

around them, and the vastness of the dark clouds

of smoke, which rose above them in every place

they directed their course on the same day, suf-

ficiently marked their progress. O'Donnell, with

his forces, prepared on the following morning of

Tuesday, and proceeded through the passes of the

white rocky cliffs of Burren, and along the close

Carcar ofthe narrow roads, without conflict, battle,

pursuit, or attack, until they arrived in the o|)en

level plains of Meadhraidhe (at Claren's Bridge,

near Galway), they remained that night on Knock-

an-Gearrain-bhain (the Hill of the White Horse),

between Kilcolgan and Galway ; they divided a-

mongst themselves their preys and booty on the

following morning, in that place, and each party

ofthem was afterwardsengaged in keeping together,

and driving closely, their own distinct flocks, along

the high ways of the delightful province of Con-

naught ; they did not, however, perform a long

journey on that day, for they were fatigued and

wearied, not having slept soundly the previous

night, as they were in dread of being attacked by

their enemies, after their country had been plun-

dered. They made an encampment that night not

far off, as their fear was removed ; their servants

and attendants got ready their dinners, and they

afterwards took their food until they were satisfied,

and then went to sleep till the following morning,

when the forces arose from their slumber, and

parish of Clare Abbey ; and Corcair-na-gClcirach appears to be

Gortaclare, a fort near the village of Turlogh, in the barony of

Burren. Doire-Eogain, mentioned in these Annals, is Derryowen,

in the parish of Kilkeedy, barony of Inchiquin; and Baile-ui-Eo-

gain is on the borders of the same parish. Cathair-Mionain is a

castle, in ruins, about a mile east of Kilfenora.
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made ready for marching. O'Donnell permitted

Mac William, and those who had come from the

west of Connaught, to return to their homes, and

he himself proceeded directly eastward along the

common roads, and arrived at the end of the day

in Conmaicne-Cuile-Toladh (barony of Kilmaine,

in Mayo), in the very centre of the province, where

they remained that night. O'Donnell commanded
his people on the following morning to send away
their cattle preys in general, and their booty, to

their homes, and also their attendants, and the

unarmed and untighting people, along with them.

Of those of their chiefs who had been mortally

wounded on that occasion were Teige Oge, the son

of Niall, son of Niall Roe, son of Niall, son of Tor-

logh Oge, son of Torlogh Bearnach O'Boyle, and

Duibhgion, the son of Mac Con, son of Peregrine

O'Clery, and the manner in which they were both

wounded was by another party of O'Donnell's

people, who were attacking great Clare, against the

earl of Thomond, and from that Clare the county

of Clare derived its name ; the forementioned two

died on the way on their return, and were

both conveyed to their countries, and were

buried at Donegal. O'Donnell sent a great

number of his warriors and common soldiers with

the preys, and the forementioned people, to direct

them in the way; he recommended O'Rourkeand

his people to return to their homes, and the Con-

nacians in general. O'Donnell retained five hun-

dred champions of the best of his warriors, toge-

ther with sixty horsemen of his own faithful peo-

ple ; they remained in the camp in which they had

been the previous night 'till after mid-day, and

they then proceeded through the province south-

east, until they arrived at Loughrea, on the follow-

ing morning by the break of day, and that was

the hereditary fortress of the earl of Clanrickard.

They sent forth their predatory parties in every di-

rection about them to plunder the country, and they

10. O'Donnell's Expedition to Thomond.—This was the second

expedition O'Donnell made into Thomond, another being recorded

in the year 1599, at p. 644, in the Annals. In these expeditions

O'Donnell completelj' plundered the territories of Galway and

Clare, to punish Donogh O'Brien, earl of Thomond, and Ulick

Burke, earl of Clanrickard, both of whom were in alliance with

the English, and determined enemies to O'Neill and O'Donnell.

It appears that the earls of Thomond and Clanrickard made no

stand against O'Donnell, on these occasions, lieing afraid or unable

to encounter that valiant chieftain, who led a very formidable and
active force of horse and foot, with which he swept over those

collected all the propertyand cattlefrom all quarters

in their vicinity, which they brought with them to

one place; they proceeded with their preys through

the province eastward, and encamped on the bor-

ders of the country on the south side of the river

Suck, on Sunday night precisely, where they re-

mained 'till Monday morning ; on the following

day they proceeded across Ath-Liag-Fionn (Ath-

league), on the river Suck, andthrough Magh-nAoi
of the son of Allgubha (the Plain of Moy Aoi, in

Roscommon), and arrived at Seghais (the Curlew

mountains) in the evening ; they encamped on the

north side of the river (Boyle) that night, and on

the following day they crossed the Curlew moun-
tains, and proceeded through the territory of Corran

and arrived at Ballymote; the forces afterwards

dispersed to their homes with booty and riches."'

The son of O'Neill, namely, sir Art, the son

of Torlogh Luineach, son of Niall Connalach^

son of Art, son of Con, joined the English who
were garrisoned at Dun-na-Long (a fortress on

the river Foyle, in the barony of Strabane, and pa-

rish of Donagheady, about 6 miles south of Derry),

to war against O'Neill ; and the same Art died

while along with the forementioned English.

As to O'Donnell, he and his forces madevno

movement since they had returned from Thomond,

on the forementioned expedition, 'till the follow-

ing September, and after his common soldiers and

paid forces had recruited themselves, during that

time, he called for a muster of them, in the hope

of getting an advantage of the English ; he was

informed that the horses of the English were in

the habit of being sent to graze every day to a

pasture field opposite the town of Derry, and they

were watched by a party of the English cavalry;

having received this intelligence, he began to me-

ditate how he could take by surprise those horses,

and the resolution he came to was to bring along

with him privately, in the darkness of the night.

countries, with astonishing rapidity, marching at least 30 or 40
Irish miles in a day, and performing the expedition from Donegal

to Loop Head, in Clare, at the mouth of the Shannon, and hack

again, in 8 or 10 days. On this occasion O'Donnell overran (ial-

way, and the territory of Thomond, as far as Loop Head, and
appears to have met little or no opposition from the earls. Mac
Geoghegan states that the earl of Thomond, who was then at

Limerick, alarmed at the news of O'Donnell's approach, applied

for assistance to the President Carew, who immediately dispatched

captain Flower, with 800 foot and 60 horse, to join the earl, hut it

appears that these forces had no encounter with O'Donnell.

4 R 2
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a large body of his warriors, and a detachment of

his cavalry, amounting to no less than six hundred,

both horse and foot, to a deep ravine on a mountain

which lay opposite Derry, to the north, from which

they could espy the people of the town, who at the

same time could not well see them ; he sent a

small party of his cavalry to lie in ambush, in con-

cealed places near the town, for the horses, and

those who attended, to prevent them from driving

back the horses whenever they pleased ; they re-

mained after that manner in wait for them 'till the

early part ofthe day, when they beheld their horses

advancing across the bridge, with those who took

care of them as usual ; O'Donnell's horsemen rose

up in their rear, attacked their keepers, slew many
of them, and others escaped by the fleetness of their

horses, and by runnmg ; O'Donnell's people began

to drive the horses of the English, which were in

their possession, and his own forces having come up
to aidthem against the English, they sent the horses

on before them. O'Donnell commanded a party

of his cavalry to proceed with the horses, without

waiting for him, until they reached a secure place,

which they accordingly did, and O'Donnell re-

mained behind, with all those he retained of his

cavalry and foot soldiers. When the English saw

that their horses had been taken away from them,

they immediately took up their arms, and went in

pursuit of O'Donnell ; the general, sir Henry Doc-

wra, and his cavalry, mounted their horses, such

of them as had them in their places ofkeeping, and

that had not lost them on that occasion, and they

went in the pursuit as expeditiously as they could.

When O'Donnell saw the English cavalry in full

pursuit after him, he remained in the rear of his

foot soldiers, with his troop of horse, until the ca-

valry of the English overtook him, who valiantly

attacked O'Donnell on behalf of their plundered

property, and in defence. O'Donnell halted, and
made ready for the conflict, with boldness and
determination, and a fierce engagement ensued be-

tween both parties ; one of O'Donnell's relatives,

namely Hugh, the son of Hugh Duff, son of Hugh
Roe O'Donnell, aimed at the general, sir Henry
Docwra, with the cast of a dart, and struck him
directly in the forehead, and wounded him very

severely ; the general, on being thus wounded, re-

treated, and all the English in general, after their

commander, chief counsellor, and champion had

been wounded, retired in son'ow and discomfiture,

and did not follow in pursuit of their horses any

farther. The people of O'Donnell retired to their

encampments, and having counted the horses which

they seized, they numbered upwards of two hun-

dred, after which O'Donnell divided the horses

amongst the chiefs. O'Donnell remained besieging

the English, without leaving his country, till the

end of October, when he undertook to march again

into Thomond, to plunder it ; having determined

on that resolution, he mustered his forces, and he

did not halt until he crossed Sligo westward, and

arrived at Ballymote. He left Niall Garv, the son

of Con, son of Calvach, son of Manus O'Donnell,

after him in the country, to guard it against the

English, that they might not come to plunder it

;

the English began privately to entreat and gain

over Niall Gai-v O'Doimell, and to offer him the

sovereignty ofthe country should they be victorious;

they promised him, along with that, many presents

and great wealth, should he join in alliance with

them ; he was receiving these proposals for a long

time, until his misfortune at length induced him to

go to them, through the ill counsel of a vain idle

party who were about him, although he was after-

wards sorry for it ; his three brothers joined him

in that revolt, namely, Hugh Buighe, Donal, and

Con. Truly the English were the better of their

joining them, for they were wearied and exhausted

for want of sleep and rest every night, through fear

ofO'Donnell, and they were suffering from sickness

and distemper, on account of the closeness of the

place in which they were, from the stale provisions,

and the salt and sour flesh meat, and having no

fresh meat or other fresh provisions requisite for

them. They complained of their distress to Niall

O'Donnell, respecting all things they stood in need

of, and he relieved them from the close imprison-

ment in which they were ; he took with him ten

hundred warriors to Liftbrd, which was a town on

the borders of the same lake (Lough Foyle), and

had been a famous fortress belonging to O'Donnell,

but at that time it was insecure, for there was no

strong keep or castle of lime and stone there for a

long time, since it had been formerly demolished,

and only an imperfect rampart made of clay and

sods, surrounded by a shallow water ditch, while

it was in contemplation to re-build the fortress

which had been previously there. The guards va-

I
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cated that fort, through fear and terror, when they

perceived the English advancing towards them,

and O'Donnell not being near them, upon which

the Enghsh entered the fort, and they raised im-

mense great mounds, and ramparts of earth and

stone, to protect them, so that they were sufficiently

strong to hold out a defence against their enemies.

One of O'Donnell's faithful people followed to in-

form him of the state of the counti-y, and told him

of all that had taken place there in his absence

;

it was a great surprise and mortification to O'Don-
nell that his relative, and kinsman by marriage,

should have turned against him, for Nualadh, the

sister of O'Donnell, was the wife of Niall. O'Don-

nell returned from the province ofConnaught, for

he had not gone beyond Ballymote westward when
the message reached him, and his forces retm-ned,

as expeditiously as they could ; but, however, his

warriors could not accompany O'Donnell, except

a small party of his cavalry, and he arrived in the

vicinity ofthe forementioned Litford. The English

were not able to make any preys or plundering be-

fore O'Donnell returned back, but were engaged

in strengthening their fortress, and raising ram-

parts, and when they learned that O'Donnell had

arrived, their dread of him did not suffer them to

leave the fort in which they were for any thing they

required. O'Donnell remained at a place not far

distant from the English, until a small party of his

foot soldiers came up to him ; O'Donnell thought

it too long without attacking the English, and he

did not wait anj' longer for his forces, but displayed

the small party he had to the English, on the south

side of Cruach-Lighean, to the north of the river
;

when the English beheld him, they marched out

to meet him, with Niall Garv O'Donnell, and his

brothers, as leaders of the battle ; they made skir-

mishing attacks on each other, butthey did notcome

to close conflict that day, but continued to recon-

noitre each other, for the English were not aware

that O'Donnell was in want of forces, as he actu-

ally was, and they were in dread of an ambush

being laid for them, so that they were not inclined

to go from the fortress, through fear ofhim ; it was

the same case with O'Donnell's people, as it would

be hazardous for them to encounter their enemies

so near the fort, with the small foi'ce they had, and

having respectively retired, they parted in quietness

and cessation ; some were wounded on either side.

by the casting and shooting of darts, and arrows,

and leaden balls ; but, however, there were more

of O'Donnell's people woimded in the skirmishing,

on account of their being fewer in number. The
English afterwards returned to their homes, and

O'Donnell and his people retired to their encamp-

ments ; it was in anger and great wrath that

O'Donnell proceeded thither, as he was grieved

that his forces had not come up to him, that day,

for he was sm-e, if he had them there, the English

would not escape from him as they had. O'Don-
nell, after his forces had come up to him, carried

on a close siege against the Enghsh, and he en-

camped withintwo thousand paces of Lifford, which

we have mentioned, to protect his people, until

they reaped and secured the corn adjacent to the

English ; he sent persons to watch and reconnoitre

the town every night, to prevent any from going

into or coming out of it, unless they went across

the river southward, and there was not a pass or

ford by which they might escape, within a thousand

paces of the town, that he did not leave sentinels

and ambuscades at, to watch and guard against

the English, that they might not pass them una-

wares, and particularly against the sons of Con

O'Donnell and his people, for against them he

considered it most difficult to guard, and it was

on their account that his guards and sentinels were

so numerous ; he remained for thirty days in that

place, until the people of the coimtry were enabled

to save their corn, and they put it into small ham-

pers and bags, to can-y it, and in loads on horses,

and beasts of burden, to convey it to secure places,

where their enemies could not getatit. O'Donnell,

at one time, before he had left that camp, went to

attack the English, in the hope of inducing them

to come outside ofthe ramparts, on the open plain

;

when O'Donnell's people arrived before the fort,

the English began to view them, but they did come

to encounter them, for they knew it was for con-

flict and battle they had come. O'Donnell's peo-

pld" returned back, when they did not succeed in

effecting that for which they had gone, and they

halted on the banks of the river called the Daol

(the river Deel), on the north side, a short distance

from the fort
;
great numbers of them went to their

encampments, and to other employments, for they

did not think the English would follow them that

day. When Niall Garv O'DonneU beheld O'Don-
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nell's people dispersed and unprepared, he told the

English it would be desirable for them to attack

them ; the English, at his request, began to put

on their armour, as quickly as they could, in the

centre of their ramparts where they could not be

seen by their enemies, until they were armed and

in armour ; when they were accoutered, they then

sallied outside of the ramparts, in order of battle,

and in that manner they quickly advanced towards

O'Donnell's people, led on by Niall and his bre-

thren, along with their people, O'Donnell beheld

them advancing towards him, and was glad to see

them coming ; he arranged his warriors in their

proper places, facing them with their battle-arms,

and he did not suffer them to shoot at them until

they came up to the opposite side of the river;

having afterwards met and encountered, a fierce

and terrific battle ensued between them ; their

cavalry charged on each side, and they began to

make thrusts at each other with large great javelins,

and blue-headed spears ; Niall ODonnell made a

thrust with a sharp-pointed, very long spear, and

struck Manus, the brother of O'Donnell, under the

shoulder blade, and having deeply pierced him with

the lance through the armour which he wore, he

wounded his internal parts ; when Rory O'Don-

nell, prince apparent of Tirconnell, saw his brother

wounded, he boldly rushed at Niall, and made a

fierce determined cast at his breastwith a lat^e dart

;

Niall havingraised the fore-part of the high-spirited

foreign steed which he rode between them, the blow

struck the horse in the very forehead, and pierced

it to the brains ; Rory, in pulling it back by the

thong, smashed the blade of the javelin, so that he

left the iron of it in the horse, and had only the

handle in his hand, and the horse finally died of

it. My sad sorrow, that those champions of Tir-

connell had not joined their blows in battle on the

same side against their enemies, and that they were

not united, for while they should remain so, they

would not be scattered, expelled, or banished from

their dear country, as they afterwards had hien.

As to the English, while the cavalry were engaged

fighting each other, they made a simultaneous

onset on O'Donnell's foot soldiers, who fled before

them a short distance ; but, however, only a few

of them were wounded, for the Enghsh did not

pursue them beyond the battle-field, and the reason

why they did not follow them further was, that

their commander had been wounded in the conflict,

and they were obliged to return with him to Lif-

ford, where he afterwards died. A great number

of O'Donnell's people pursued them for a long

distance, and they continued shooting and cutting

them down, so that numbers of them were slain

and wounded ; and the pursuing party were con-

vinced, that had the forces followed them farther,

they would have defeated them ; but the failure of

the party who had been first put to flight would

not permit them to pursue them again. O'Don-

nell returned to the encampments, after the Eng-

lish had departed, and melancholy and mournful

were they that night in the camp, on account of

the son of their prince, and the prince presumptive,

had he survived his brethren, being in a dying state.

When O'Donnell arrived at the camp, he ordered

a white slender litter to be made for Manus O'Don-

nell, to carry him across Barnus (Barnusmore

mountain), which was accordingly done, and a great

number of his friends and faithful people went with

him to Donegal, where a curing couch was made

ready for him, and O'Donnell's doctors being

brought to cure him, they could effect no cure, but

pronounced him for death. There was a monas-

tery in the vicinity of the fortress, in which were

Meic-Beathaidh (Sons of Life), of the order of St.

Francis, and the most experienced of them were

in the habit of visiting him, to prepare him for his

confession, and to make his peace with Christ; he

made his confession "without reserve, and he mourn-

ed for his transgressions against God, and repented

of his evil thoughts and misdeeds during his life-

time ; he also forgave the person who inflicted the

wound on him, and said that he himselfwas in the

fault, because it was he made the first attack ; he

continued in that manner for a week, expecting

his death every day, and his Father Confessor of

the forementioned order attending him, to guard

him against the temptations of the devil ; he

then received the Eucharist, after which he died,

on the 22nd of October, having gained the victory

over the world and the devil, and was interred in

the burial-place of his ancestors, in the foremen-

tioned monastery. His father, namely, Hugh, the

son of Manus, son of Hugh Dufij then at a very

advanced age, was near to him in the vicinity of

the monastery, and having heard of his death, he

was greatly affected, and was in a declining state
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for some time after it ; and his spiritualfriends were

also instructing him regarding the benefit of his

soul. This Hugh, the son of Manus, son of Hugh
Oge, son of Hugh Roe, son of Niall Garv, died

on the 7th of December ; he was lord of Tircon-

nell, Inisowen, and of North Connaught, for twen-

ty-six years, until he was weakened by the English,

and gave his lordship, with his blessing, to his son

Hugh Roe, after he had escaped from the English.

That Hugh, the son of Manus, was a man who
obtained a lordship without treachery, killing of a

relative, war, or contention, after the death of his

brother Calvach ; he was a prosperous, warhke

man, victorious in battle and conflict, before and

during the period of his lordship ; he was the

plunderer and devastator of those who were bound
to pay him tribute, far and near, while establishing

over them his hereditary right, until he brought

them under subjection ; a man who laid aside the

cares and troubles of the world, after ha\'ing given

his lordship to his son ; he was well-doing towards

God, to merit the reward of it for his soul, during

eight years, until he died on this occasion ; and he

was buried with due honours and solemnity in the

monastery of St. Francis, at Donegal, in the tomb
of the lords who preceded him in succession. As
to O'Donnell, at the end of those thirty days on

which he carried on the siege against the English,

he prepared to leave the camp in which he had

1 1 . Battlesin Donegal—Nial Garv O'Donnell.—In tlie various

enf^agements above mentioned, between O'Donnell's forces and the

English under Docwra, at tlie gai'risons of Loughfoyle, Derry, Lif-

ford, Dunalong, &c., there were 1500 of the English slain, accor-

ding to Mac Geoghegan, besides many of their commanders, and
Docwra himself was near killed, being deeply wounded in the fore-

head with the thrust of a javelin, which cut through his helmet,
and was cast at him by a chieftain of the O'Donnelis. It is evi-

dent that O'Donnell would, at that time, have entirely cut off the

English forces, or expelled them from Derry and Donegal, were
it not for the treacherous revolt of Nial Garv O'Donnell, who had
under his command 1000 men at Lifford, with whom hejoined the

English in O'Donnell's absence, and supplied them with provisions

while they were in a starving condition, and dying off with dis-

tempers. This Nial Garv was a relative of Red Hugh O'Donnell,
and was married to his sister Nuala ; he was surnamed Garbh, or

Garv, signifying the rough, it is said from the rudeness and vio-

lence of his temper; he was a very valiant man, and fought with
great bravery in many of O'Donnell's battles but, influenced by
ambition, and the promises ofthe English, who offered to make him
lord ofTirconnell in opposition to Red Hugh, he was induced to re-

volt, and with his three brothers and their forcesjoined the English.

Morrison says *• the lord deputy Mountjoy desired to have authority

out of England to pass Tirconnell or Donegal to Nial Garv, reserv-

ing only 800 acres about Ballyshannon, and the fishing of the Erne,

to her Alajesty ;" and he further says, "such was the opinion of the

service this turbulent spirit could do the state, that he got the com-
mand of 300 foot and 100 horse, in her Majesty's pay." Docwra,
writing from Derry, in 1601 and 1G02, to lord Mountjoy, speaks

been during that time, to go to another place,

which was not less convenient, but a little farther

from the English, between them and Barnus (Bar-

nusmore mountain), on the western side of the

river Finn, for at the approach of the rough wintry

weather he was concerned for his soldiers, who
were watching and guarding against the English

every night ; this happened to have been in No-
vember, and he considered it time to bring his

forces to a place of rest, after their great toil, for

they were not at ease for a considerable time."

The forces proceeded to the forementioned place,

and having encamped there under the shelter of

the wood, in the vicinity of the river, they after-

wards erected tents and huts ; they began to cut

down the wood about them, and made strong bar-

riers between them and their enemies, so that it

was difficult to approach them beyond it. They
remained in that position until he received intelli-

gence that two ships had come from Spain to the

Irish who were engaged in the war, with money
and arms, powder and lead, and where they en-

tered port was at Inver More in Connaught ; he

sent the same news to O'Neill, and he himself

proceeded to Connaught, in the month of Decem-
ber precisely, and he left his brother, Rory O'Don-
nell, with the most of his forces, after him in the

camp we have mentioned, to protect the country.

When he arrived in Tireragh ofthe Moy (in SUgo),

highly of the services rendered the English by Nial Garv, hut at

the same time, says, he was full of pride, ambition and covetousness,

with importunities, continual begging, and wasting of whatever he
got, prone to extravagance, and underhand jugglery ; though at

the same time he says, he was afraid to charge him with any of

his faults, lest he should revolt, and raise a war against the Eng-
lish government, and become " a desperate rebel ;" and again, that

Nial had excited Mac Sweeny, underhand, to go into rebellion, and
he also complains of his insolence, and disloyal practices, in conse-

quence of which he took from him his cows, horses, and all his

substance, for that Nial had forbid his people to yield any relief to

the English garrisons, and threatened to set fire to Lifford, and
refused to admit any sheriff into his country, and that he swore
he would go into rebellion, rather than any Englishman should

enjoy a foot of church land in his country. Morrison says, Nial

was of a nature fiery and violent, extremely proud and covetous.

It appears Nial Garv after^vards, in opposition to the English, went
to Kilmacrennan, and had himself inaugurated as. The O'Donnell,
preferring that honour to the English title of earl, on which the

lord deputy Mountjoy, after assigning Nial some good portions of

land, procured the rest of Donegal to be granted to Rory O'Don-
nell, the brother of Red Hugh, who was, by James the I., created

earl of Tirconnell. In one of the battles in Donegal, in 1601, sir

John O'Dogherty, lord of Inisowen, who had always been the

faithful ally ofO'Donnell, was slain, on which O'Donnell appointed
his brother Felim O'Dogherty as chief, but Docwra set uj) in op-
position to hira Cahir O'Dogherty, the son of sir John, then a
minor, with the usual policy of the English, to create division

amongst the lirish chiefs.
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he sent messengers to the ships we have before

mentioned, to request them to proceed to the har-

bour of Cealla-Beaga (Killybegs, in Donegal),

while he himself remained at Dun-Neill (at Dro-

more West), for then was the festival of the Nati-

vity of Christ, and he kept the first days of the

feast, as he was in the habit of doing. Intelhgence

reached him that O'Neill had come after him to

the country, and he waited no longer, but went to

meet O'Neill, so that they met each other on the

way ; they proceeded without halting until they

arrived at Donegal, and the chiefs of Leath Cuinn

came to them at that place. The ships we have

mentioned came afterwards to the harbour of Tei-

honn (Telin harbour in Donegal), near Killybegs,

and all the money and other supplies they con-

tained, \^hich were sent to the chiefs, were brought

to them at Donegal, and were divided into two

portions, that is, one half for O'Neill, and for those

who were in war alliance with him, and the other

half for O'Donnell, and for those who were joined

with him. '^

Judith, the daughter of Maguire, i.e. of Cucho-

nacht, commonly called the coarb, son of Cucho-

nacht, son of Bryan, son of Philip, son ofThomas,

who was the wife ofthe baron O'Neill, namely Fear-

dorcha, son of Con, son of Con, son of Henry, son

of Owen, and whowas the mother ofO'Neill,namely

Hugh (earl of Tyrone), andofCormac his brother;

after the baron was slain, she was married to Hen-

ry, the son of Felim Roe, son of Art, son ofHugh,

son of Owen, son of Niall Oge (O'Neill), and she
j

brought forth to him an estimable son, namely, Tor-

logh; this woman, who was a pillar of support and

sustenance to the rich and pooi-, to men of learning

and exiles, widows and orphans, ecclesiastics and

professional men, the distressed and indigent; a

woman who was a head-piece of consultation and

12. Succoursfrom Spain.—In the latter end of the year 1600,

kinq: Pliilip III., of Spain, sent some succonrs to O'Neill and

O'Donnell, nnder a Spanish captain, who came with two ships

laden with warlike stores ; they first came to tlie iiarhour called

in the Annals Inveruiore, which appears to he the bay of Killala,

in Mayo; but they afterwards landed at Killybegs, in Donegal.
There arrived along with those Spanish vessels, according to Mac
GeotiliGgan, two Legates, namely, Matthew de Oviedo, and Don
Martin de la Cerda, who were empowered to grant indulgences to

the Irish wlio fought against the English in defence of their

religion. Pope Clement VIII., at the same time, sent a crown of

Phcenix feathers to O'Neill, says Mac Geoghegan, as the cham-
pion of the Catholic cause, in imitation of IJrban III., who had
sent, in the 12th century, a crown of Peacocks' i)hunes to king
John, as lord of Ireland. The Legates likewise brought to O'Neill

counsel to the chiefs and tribes of the province of

Conor Mac Neasa (Ulster) ; a pious, charitable,

mild, benign female devotee, ofpure piety and love

of God and her neighbour, died at Machaire-na-

Croisi (Magheracross, in Fermanagh), on the 22nd

of June, and was buried in Donegal, after having

received the body and blood of Christ, after ex-

treme unction and repentance, after bestowing

many charities on the ecclesiastical orders of God,

but particularly on the order of St. Francis, that

they might undertake to pray to God for her be-

fore and after death.

The lord justice of Ireland, lord Mountjoy, mus-

tered an army, in the month of September, to

march into Tyrone ; in the first place he proceed-

ed to Drogheda, from thence to Dundalk, and to

Bealach-an-Maighre, and O'Neill came to the other

end of the pass. When the lord justice learned

that O'Neill had come to that place, what he did

was, to encamp on the side of the pass at which

he himself was, so that the pass was not attempted

or forced by either party for a long time. The

lord justice, considering it too long that the pass

was guarded against him, he put on the resolution

one day to force it, despite of O'Neill ; when
O'Neill percieved that affair, he sent forward bands

of well disciplined fierce soldiers, similar to swarms

of bees comingforth from their hives, as they rushed

on from the tents and booths of the camp to oppose

them, and they began to wound and sharply spear

them, and to cut and pierce them, until they were

compelled to return back the same way to the camp,

after an immense number of their nobles, officers,

common soldiers, and attendants were slain ; they

also lost a vast deal of all sorts of property, con-

sisting of horses, steeds, accoutrements, arms and

armour in that conflict.

In some time after that, the lord justice got an

and O'Donnell twenty thousand pieces ofgold, towards defraying

the expenses of the war. This Mathew de Oviedo was an emi-

nent Spanish ecclesiastic ; and a Franciscan friar, he was appointed

by the Pope archbishop of Dublin, in 1600, and came again to

Ireland, along with the Spanish forces to Kinsale, in 1601; but

after their defeat, he returned to Spain, and did not preside alto-

gether more than about one year over the see of Dublin. O'Neill

at tills time sent his son Henry on a mission to king Philip of

Spain, according to Mac Geoghegan, who gives a Bull of Pope
Clement, in the year 1600, exhorting the Irish princes to persevere

in the war, in support of the Catholic faith, and granting them all

the indulgences which the Roman Pontilfs had been accustomed to

bestow on those who fought against the Turks for the recovery of

the Holy Land.
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advantage and opportunity of O'Neill's watching

of the pass, so that he proceeded through it with-

out conflict or battle, in the month of October

precisely. When O'Neill discovered that atfair. he

marched in the way before the lord justice, so that

the two camps were confronted to each other, 'till

the end of the same month ; the lord justice was

not suffered to advance beyond that into Tyrone on

13. Mountjoy's Expeditions to Ulster in 1600.—On the 24th

of Fclirciary, IPiOO, Charles Blnunt, lord Moiiiitjoy, arrived in Ire-

land as lord deputy, and landed at Howtli, aeconipanied by sir

George Carew, who was appointed president of Munster ; and sir

Henry Poer wa^ made eovemor of the Pale. An account of

Moimtioy's campaigns in Ulster is given by Fynes Morrison, Cox,

Leiand and Mac Geoeheeran On the .jth of May, Mountjoy

marched with a slrons force from Duidin to Drogheda, and thence

to Dnndalk, in a few days, having collected all the troops he could

from the garrisons of the Pale, to encounter O'Neill.

Bottles at Moyry Pass, Carlingjord S^-c.—On Whit-Sunday
morning, Mountjoy advanced near the Pass of Moyry, and came
to Newry ; tlie celebrated Pass of Moyry is often mentioned at

this period, being the scene of many conflicts between the forces of

OWeill and those of the lord deputy ; the place is above mentioned

in the Annals, under the name of Brafach-ati-vtaiyhre, and was
situated on the borders of Louth and Armagli, in a direction be-

tween Duridalk and Newry, about two miles north of Foghard, in

the southern part of the barony of Orior, bordering on tlie Fews,

near Slieve Gullion mountain, and Jonesborongh, in Armagh. The
place was environed with bogs, marshes, and woods, and strongly

fortiBed ;
Morrison says that O'Neill inarched from Lough Foyle,

in haste to Dungannon, and having razed the old fort of Blackwa-
ter, and burned Armagh (then in possession of the English), he

drew his men into the strong fortress of Loughlurgan, where he

made trenches, and fortified the place ybr three vtiles in length.

On the 10th of May, Mountjoy marched from Newry, and en-

camped towards Armagh, with about 2,000 horse and font, ac-

cording to Morrison. 'The earl of Southampton, and sir Oliver

Lambert, arrived on that day with more troops at Dundalk, and

on the 17th captain Edward Blaney was detached by Mountjoy,

with 500 foot and 50 horse, to secure tlieir pas.sase through the

Pass of Movry ; he proceeded from the camp through [lie Moyry,
to Foghard, from which hill to Dundalk there was, says Morrison,

no danger. Blaney left his foot to secure the Pa>s of Moyry, and

passed on with his horse to Dundalk, to conduct the earl of South-

ampton, and his forces, to the lord deputy, who, with the rest

of the army, would meet him at the Causeway beyond the Pass.

The earl of Southampton, sir Oliver Lambert, and sir Henry Fol-

liott, then advanced with their forces to Foghard, and captain

Blaney commanded the van guard towards the Four-mile-water,

being a ford all environed with words, in the midst of the Moyry
Pass. When they came withui half a mile of the Pass, they saw
the Irish posted on both sides in the wood, whereupon the earl

ordered the van guard to pass over the water, and to make good

the rising of the hill beyond it. When the.>^e came within musket
shot, they perceived 200 of the Irish foot posted beyond the

water ; captain Blaney then divided his men into three parties,

sending one to the right, under captain Atherton, and another

to the left under captain Williams, while he remained himself with

the central boily. In the mean time the lord deputy, being on the

hill beyond the Pass, sent his van guard of two regiments, under

colonels sir Charles Percy, and sir Richard Jlorrisnn, to advance
towards the Pass. Captain Blaney made an attack on the Irish,

and the Deputy's van guard also advanced to their assistance, and

a conflict took place for some time at the ford. O'Neill's forces,

says Morrison, "retired to the earl of Southampton's rear, and

came desperately on our men, both with horse and font, but sir

Henry Follintt made a very good stand, and sir Oliver Lambert,

fearing lest our men should be distressed, the more to encourage

them, took his colours in his own hand, and, with a party of

that occasion, so that he was obliged to return on

the eastern side of Bealach-an-Maighre, along the

borders of the Oriors (the baronies of Orior, in

Armagh) ; he afterwards proceeded in boats from

the harbour of Carlingford, into the English Pale,

from thence to Dublin, and the lord justice did

not attempt to go beyond Ballagh-Moyry for a

considerable time after that.'^

Southampton's best vanguard men, attacked the assailants ; the

Irish, having spent their powder, and thrown all their staves and

darts, with innumerable stones recovered their ground, where

O'Neill himself stood, at the head of about 200 foot and 220
horse, with a far greater number in the woods." The earl then

commanded his men to advance, and join the deputy's forces, and

Richard Wingfield, the mar>hal of the array, came to them with

an order from the lord deputy to continue their march to Newry.
Great numbers were slain on both sides in these engagements, but

the English were defeated, and the expedition was unsuccessful,

Mountjoy feared to advance further into the North, as he saw the

hill sides bristled with the spears of O'Neill. Morrison says,

that the deputy, being informed that the Pass of Moyry, by
reason of much rain, and the Irish having broken the Causeway,
was hard to be passed, returned on the 28th of May by Carlingford

to Dundalk, and thence to Dublin, the Iri^h having, irfhis absence,

burned and laid waste Meath, and other parts of the Pale, though

he had left for its defence 2,000 foot and 175 horse in Leinster.

In the course of the same year Mountjoy made a second expe-

dition from Dublin into Ulster, as above mentioned, in the.^nnals;

on the 15th of September, according to Morrison, he encamped at

Foghard, near Dundalk, where he remained till the 9th of Octo-

ber, his progress further being impeded by O'Neill's forces, as well

as the severity of the weather. O'Neillhad possession of the Moyry
Pass with a strong force, and .Mountjoy having marched his troops

thither, they had several encounters for two days, but on the 8lh

the Irish left the pass clear. The deputy having refreshed his

army at Dundalk, marched on the 21st of October to Newry,
through the Pass of Moyry, where, says Morrison, he caused the

entrenchments to be levelled, and the woods cut down ; he remain-

ed at Newry for want of victuals till the 2nd of November, when
he set forward 8 miles towards Armagh, and there encamped. The
Irish appeared on a hill, whereupon sir Samuel Bagnall's regiment

was ordered to advance against them. The next day Mountjoy
rode about a quarter of a mile from the camp, and viewed a place

where sir John Norris formerly intended to build a fort, and
Mountjoy then commenced to erect a fortress there, on a hill like a

promontory, all environed with hogs, a river, and extensive wood,

and near it a fine country, with houses and much corn. O'Neill

was posted with his forces on a neighbouring hill, watching the

movements of Mountjoy, and both parties had several skirmishes,

in which many were slain on each side; and Nial O'Quin, one of

O'Neill'schiefcommanders, was taken prisoner. Mountjoy having

finished the fortress, called it Mount Norris, in honour of the

ueneral sir John Norris, and he placed in it a garrison of 400 foot,

imder captain Edward Blaney. Mountjoy, says Morrison, then

put all his army cinder arms, and with all the drums and trumpets,

find a great volley of shot, proclaimed Tyrone's head, with promise

of £2,000 to him that brought him alive, and £1,000 to him that

brought him dead, and the deputy then marched to Newry.
Mountjoy, having resolved to return into the Pale by Carlingford,

came with bis army, on the 12th of November, lo the Narrow
Water, whence he sent sir Josias Bodley, with a force of 500 foot,

to prevent the Irish from impeding his progress over the river, the

-tream of which was so very rapid, that it was dangerous for the

horses to pass over. The foot forces having crossed, the deputy
-ent sir Henry Folliott to possess the Pass of Faddome, where all

the cavalry crossed, and the Irish forces were then seen drawing
over the mountains towards the Pass of Carlingford. The English

fucamped that ni^ht between the Passes of Faddome and Carling-

ford, and, early on the morning of the I3tb, the scoutmaster
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Sir John Chamberlain, a colonel of the English

of Derry, proceeded with a large force against

O'Dogherty, to prey and plunder him ; O'Dogh-

erty, with a small party, encountered the English,

and a fierce conflict ensued between them, in which

theEnglish were defeated,and the colonel,and many

others along with him, were slain byO'Dogherty.

broueht word that O'Neill, with all his forces, was lodo;ed on a

pass in a thick wood, at the foot of a great mountain reachinj;

down close to the sea side. The English were commanded by

captains Roper, Berry, Billing, Trevor, Esmond, Constable, Caul-

field, Hansard, &c., and by Christo|ihcr St. Laurence, sir Garrett

Moore, sir Richard Morrison, air Samuel Bagnall, sir William

Godolphin, sir Henry Danvcrs, and Mountjoy himself was present,

at the head of a troop of horse. O'Neill's forces were posted on a

small semi-circular plain, whereof the sea, says Morrison, made
the diameter, and a thick wood the circumference, and near it ran

a river out of the wood into the sea, the ford of which was of good

advantage to them, and all along tlie circumference they made
divers trenches, and on one side a Bnrrlcado reaching a good way
into the wood, and down to the sea. When the vanguard of the

English crossed the river, the Irish poured on them vollies of shot,

and others fell on with pike and sword, and a fierce conflict was
carried on for some time, in which great numbers fell on both sides, I

amongst whom, on the side of the Kriglish, was George Cranmer,
lord .Mountjoy's secretary, with the ensign of sir Garrett Moore,

and Hugh 6'Hanlon ; captains Hansard and Trevor, also on the

side of the English, and other officers were severely wounded.
Morrison says that O'Neill himself was nearly slain by a musket
shot, which killed the next man to iiim, on whose shoulder lie

leaned at the time. This battle of Carlinglbrd Pass was fought on

the l:Hh of November, and Morrison says, that, while walking in

his brother's garden at Dundalk, he distinctly heard by the rever-

beration of the wall, the sound of the vollies of shot, though the

place was six miles distant. Mountjoy next marched to Dundalk,
and, on thelTtb, arrived in Dublin ; Mac (ieoghegan states that in

one of those engagements at Moyry or Carlingford, Mountjoy was
severely wounded, and remained >onie time to get cured at Newry.
The forces of .Mountjoy were far greateron these expeditions, than

stated by Morrison and Cox, who, as usual, greatly underrate the

numbers who fought, as well as the slain, while, on the other hand,

they always exaggerate the amount of killed on the side of the

Irish. According to Morrison, the lord deputy Mountjoy had
only about 2,000 men on each of tho>e expeditions to Ulster, but

Mac Geoghegan states that in the second expedition, he had 0,000

fighting men, and he liad under iiiin a great number of distin-

guished commanders, as above mentioned. In tiie engagements

at the Moyry Pass, as stated in the Annals, the Knglish were de-

feated with great slaughter, and the Irish obtained immense booty

of arms, armour, horses, &c. The number of the British forces slain

in these engagements with O'Neill, is stated by Mac Geoghegan at

4,000, but this estimate appears to he excessive, therefore, taking a

medium between the accounts of Morrison and Mac Geoghegan, it

appears probable that Mountjoy's army amounted to about 4,000
men, and that he would not, with a smaller force, have attempted

to encounter the formidable O'Neill, in his strongholds in the

North; and in the various engagements during these two cam-
paigns, there were at least 2,000 of the English forces slain in

Ulster.

Mountjoy's Expedition to Leinster and Meath in 1600 and
1601.—An account of this expedition is given from page 200 to 211,
in the 1st vol. of Fynes Morrison, and partly in Cox and Mac
Geoghegan. Mountjoy, in the month of December, first proceeded
to Wicklow against the O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, &c. ; he arrived at

Naas on the 22nd, where he assembled the Leinster garrisons, and
then marched to Monastereven, and next over the mountains,
covered with snow, to the glens of Wicklow 3 on Christmas Day
be arrived suddenly at the residence of Felim O'Byrne, chiefof Glen-
raalure. O'Byrne himself escaped, but Mountjoy made his wife
and eldest sou prisoners; he rcjjaled himself plentifully in

Niall Garv O'Donnell, together with his bre-

thren and his English, were at Lifford, as we have

before stated, and they marched with a force into

O'Kane's country, for prey and plunder, and did

not halt until they arrived at Dianait ; they were

encountered by a large party of O'Neill's people,

and an engagement ensued between them, in which

O'Byrne's house, and remained there with his forces until the 20th

of January, plundering and laying waste the country in all direc-

tions, with his usual inhumanity. Even Morrison, his secretary

and panegyrist, says, 'Miia troops spoiled and ransacked the coun-

tries of Ranelagh and Cashay, swept away the most part of their

cattle and goods, burnt all their corn, and almost all their houses,

leaving little or nothing to relieve them; and to finish the work,

his lordship planted two strong garrisons on them, one at Wicklow,
in the east, and the other at Tullagh, on the west." Mountjoy
next marched back to Monastereven, and, on the 29th of January,

to Abbey Connell, passing, says Morrison, " by the ruined city of

Kildare, now alt(jgetlier disinhabited ;" from thence he crossed

the Liffey, to Hnssey's castle, and thence to Maynooth, the ancient

castle of the earls of Kildare ; he met no opposition in his progress

from the O'.Moores, or O'Conors, of Leix and Offaley, whose ter-

ritories he laid waste in the preceeding autumn of the same year.

On the 31st, he came to Trim, " through which," says Morrison,
" the Boyne runs, and it hath the ruins of a sumptuous castle."

He remained at Trim till the 11th of February and then passed by
the mansion of Barnwall, baron of Trimlestown, to the residence

of Nugent, baron of Delvin in Westmeath ; on the 12tli he came to

Mullingar, went thence to Ballymore, and to sir Theobald Dillon's,

and on the 17th arrived at Athlone. The greater part of these

countries lay waste, and he returned to Westmeath ; on the IDtli

he came to Bryan Mac Geoghegan's castle at Donore, and thence

proceeded to act against captain Richard Tyrrell, who was posted

in a stronghold seated in a plain, on a little island, encompassed
with bogs and deep ditches of running water, and with thick woods.

Tyrrell, secured in this fastness, valiantly defended the place a-

gainst great forces, and Morrison says, that while he himself was
along with some horsemen on a hill reconnoitering the place, and
riding on a white horse, he was nearly shot, one ball flying close

to his head, and the second went through his cloak, and lodged

in the saddle, after it had bruised his thigh. Mountjoy's cavalry

were posted on a hill, and he sent sir Christopher St. Laurence,

captains Winsor, Roper, Rotherhara, and other officers, with the

wings of foot, into the wood, to attack the fortified island ; but

Tyrrell's men poured their vollies on them, by which captain Dar-

cy was shot in the neck ; on the 22nd the English carried bundles

and faggots to pass into the island, but the water carrying them
away, and his lordship's guard, says Morrison, '* being i)adly se-

conded by the Irish, we came off with loss, and captain Rother-

am was killed." On the 23rd Mountjoy again attacked the island,

and he got a supply of provisions for the camp from all parts,

particularly from Al hlone by boats ; he had 400 lodged in the Abbey,
where he dined, and proclaimed Tyrrell's head at two thousand

crowns, and after dinner, drawing to the island, he divided the

forces, sending part to attack the island in boats, and others into

the woods, to seize on their corn secured there, and burn their

houses, aTid such things for their relief, as they could not carry

away. On the 24th, being Shrove-Tuesday, there was a great fall

of snow, and the next night Tyrrell withdrew from the island, on

which Moimtjoy found some wines, corn, cows, and garrons ; he

continued to burn the houses and corn, and Morrison says he gave

a piece of coin, called an angel, to a soldier, to swim over to an

island on a lake, and burn the houses ; he next came to a river

which divides Meath and Offaly (probably the Brosna), and sent

several companies, under Christopher St. Laurence, to lay waste

the country. On the 27th he rode to the strong castle of sir John
Tyrrell, who was a subject, and went by the place called

Tyrrell's Pass, encompassed with bogs and hilly woods. On the

1st of March he came to sir Terence O'Dempsey's house at Cloney-

gowen, near Portarlington, thence to Ballybrittas, and sir Henry
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many were wounded on each side, and O'Neill's

people were defeated ; and Niall and his English

returned again to their homes at LitFord, with

much booty and sway.

On another occasion after that, Niall, with his

brethren and his English, went into Tyrone, and

they preyed the entire of Gleann Aichle. They de-

feated in another engagement the sons of Ferdor-

cha, the son of John, son of Donal (O'Neill), at

Cnoc-Buidbh, near Strabane, and they slew some

people ; TorJogh Oge O'Quinn, with some others,

were taken prisoners, and three score marks were

exacted for his ransom.

Baile-Nua (Newtownstewart), in Tyrone, and

Castlederg, were taken by Niall and the English,

but it was taken from them again in a short time

after.

Rory, the son of Eignechan, son of Eignechan,

son of Nechtan, son of Torlogh of the Wine
O'DonneU, died.

A.D. 1601.

The sons of Shane-na-Seamar, the son of Rick-

ard Saxanach (Burke), of whom we have already

treated, were encamped in the estate ofO'Meagher

in Ikerrin (in Tipperary), on the first days of the

month of January. Spies and reconnoiterers

came about them in that place, from the Butlers,

after it had been reported by some of their gentle-

men that an opportunity and an advantage could

be obtained to attack them at that place where

they were ; so that it was on that account sir Wal-

ter, the son of John, son of James Butler, and

Mac Pierce, namely, James, the son of Edmond,

son of James, with a number of the gentlemen of

the two counties, viz., of the county of Tipperary

and of the county of Kilkenny, came to meet and

join each other on a certain night, at a particular

place appointed and agreed upon by them ; the

resolution to which they came in their consultation.

Warren's house in Leix. There he received directions from tlie

council of Eti<;land to decry tlie silver money and proclaim a new
coin 3 ounces fine (that is 3 ounces of silver, and of brass in

the lb). Great quantities of this base coinap:e, or Brass Money,
was sent for circulation to Ireland at this time, which ruined thou-

sands, and impoverished all classes, and excessively raised the

prices of all commodities. Morrison says, *' this base money was

sent over to impoverish the rebels, but, in conclusion, it was the

undoing of all the queen's servants, who came home beggars, so

that only the treasurers and paymasters, who were thereby infi-

nitely enriched, had cause to bless tiie authors of this invention."

and on which they agreed was, to attack the Cona-

cian camp very early on the following morning.

An unusual thing and an evident fatality befel that

camp of the Burkes, viz., an advantage being gain-

ed of their watching, so that their enemies came
amongst them, who left them stretched lifeless,

with their flesh lacerated, and their gory bodies

completely hacked, throughout their tents and
booths. On that occasion O'Shaughnessey, i. e.

John, the son of GioUa Duv, son of Dermod, son

of William, who had been expelled from his patri-

mony, like all the other insurgents who were along

with the sons of John Burke, was slain ; John
Oge, the son of John Burke, was taken prisoner

there, and was brought to Kilkenny, to be impri-

soned. Redmond Burke and Wilham, together

with a number of their party, having escaped from

that conflict, went from thence into Ely, but did

not remain long in that territory when they pro-

ceeded into Ulster, leaving the towns of Ormond,
which were in alliance with them 'till then, feebly

defended. When they had arrived amongst the

Irish of the North, namely, O'Neill and O'Don-
neU, Redmond Burke began to employ some com-

mon soldiers to march into Clanrickard, and

having engaged those, he proceeded on the first

days of spring across the river Erne (at Ballyshan-

non), along the borders of Brefney O'Rourke

(county of Leitrim), into the county of Sligo, to

the county of Roscommon, across the river Suck,

into Clan Conmaigh (in Galway) ; he took prison-

er the lord of that country, namely, Mac David

(Burke), i. e. Fiacha, the son of Hoberd Buighe,

son of William, son of Thomas. Redmond, after

that, arrived at Tuath-an-Chaladh (the district of

the port or ferry, west of the river Suck, at the

Shannon), in the south of Hy-Maine, in the coun-

ty of Galway. When the earl of Clanrickard,

namely, Ulick Burke, received intelligence of that

affair, he proceeded to the eastern border of his

(See Note on Brass Money, pajre 42G J. In the course of themonth
of March, Mouutjoy proceeded to Trim, Ardbraccan, and other

parts of Meath, and thence into Monaghan, and plundered Farney,

and other parts of Mac Mahon's country, burned tlie houses, corn,

and goods of the people, and thence came to Ardee, and to sir

Edward Moore's house at Mellifont, and to Drogheda, where he
remained till the IGth of April, and then returned to Dublin, having,

in the course of this marauding expedition, plundered, burned and
laid waste the countries through which he passed, and massacred
the inhabitants with unrelenting fury and inhumanity.
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country, to wait for and watch Redmond, but, not-

withstanding all his watching, Redmond, on the

thirteenth night of the month of March, unper-

ceived or unheard by the earl or his sentinels,

went past them into Clanrickard, until he arrived

at Tuath-Chenel-Fheighin (district of Kinel-Fei-

chin), in the southern part of the barony of Lei-

trim, in the county of Galway. Redmond sent

forth his predatory parties, early in the morning of

that night, to all the towns of the district, from

Magh-Glas to Crannog-Mac-Cnaimhin (i. e. the

Cranoge, orfortress of MacNevin), and from Coill-

Breac to the mountain (Slievebaughta Moun-

tain, in the barony of Leitrim, on the borders of

Clare). The most of the wealth of the district,

and all its moveable property, were under the con-

troul of Redmond, before the noon of that day

;

he afterwards proceeded to take up his quarters in

the woods of the upper part of the district, and

he continued four or five days in that campaign,

drawing supplies from the neighbours, and forti-

fying about him, until the earl of Clanrickard,

with the greatest force he could procure of the

inhabitants of the country, came and encamped at

the monastery of Kihel-Feichin. They remained

four or five days in those positions, during which

dishonourable slayings were committed between

them, until Teige, the son of Bryan-na-Murtha,

son of Bryan Ballach, son of Owen O'Rourke,

with fierce companies of well-armed soldiers,

came to aid Redmond. When those two combin-

ed forces overtook the earl, he departed from the

camp in which he was, and proceeded through the

passes into Clanrickard, and they pursued him to

the town of Loughrea ; as the earl and his people

escaped from them on that occasion, they overran

and devastated all that lay from Leitrim to Ard-

Maoldubhain and to the gate of Feadan, in the west

of Kinel-Aodha (in the barony of Kiltartan). It

was at that time a lord of a country of the Momo-
nians was slain on their side, namely, Mac Do-

nogh (of Duhallow, in Cork), i. e. Donogh, the

son of Cormac Oge, son of Cormac, and the man-

ner in which he went on that expedition was this,

that O'Neill, having brought him captive from

Munster, in the spring of the foregoing year, he

remained in Ulster from that time 'till he marched
with those sons of John Burke, and fell after that

manner in the war of the Clan William. When

Redmond and his predatory parties arrived on the

borders of Thomond (county of Clare), they en-

camped on the western side of Loch-Cutra (Lough
Cooter, in the barony of Kiltartan, in Galway),

where a young gentleman of the Dalcassians, name-
ly, Teige, the son of Torlogh, son of Donal, son of

Conor O'Brien, came to him, by the advice and

request of some foolish people, without asking the

permission or leave of his father, or of the earl of

Clanrickard, to whom he was related and in friend-

ship. When the sons of John Burke and Teige

O'Brien confirmed their war alliance with each

other, Teige requested, in three days after that,

to be furnished with a party for the purpose of

scouring some quarter of Thomond ; he was not

refused that request, for a number of the gentlemen

of the camp, accompanied him with their kerns ; of

those were William, the son of John Burke, and

the son of Mac William Burke, namely, Walter,

the son of William, son of David, son of Edmond,

son of Ulick ; after they left the camp, they pro-

ceeded to the border of Kinel-Aodha, and of

Echtge, and to Kinel-Dungaile (in the barony of

TuUagh, in Clare), they sent forth their predatory

parties on both sides of the river Fergus, through

the lower part of Hy-Fearmaic (barony of Inchi-

quin), and the upper part of Clan-Cuilein (baro-

nies of Tullagh and Bunratty) ; some of them

went to Baile-ui-Aille (in the parish of Temple-

mally), and near Clonroad, (at Ennis) ; they re-

turned back with their booty that night to Cill-

Reachtais, in Upper Clan Cuilein (in the parish of

Kilraghtis, in the barony of Bunratty) ; on their

leaving that town on the following morning, they

were overtaken by the gentlemen of the two Clan-

Cuileins, with their risings out, and also by the

companies of the earl of Thomond ; that pursuing

party ofThomond began to shoot these insurgents,

and slew many of their people, from that place to

Meelick of O'Grady (in the barony of Bunratty),

in the eastern part of Kinel Dungaile ; the pursu-

ers, however, returned, and the other party carried

off the prey to the camp, after having lost a num-

ber of their gentlemen, and common soldiers ; of

those was that son of Mac William we have men-

tioned, namely, Walter, the son of William Burke ;

on the same day, moreover, Teige, the son of

Torlogh O'Brien, was wounded by the shot of a

ball, so that he was obliged, after arriving at the
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camp, to confine himself to a sick couch, and to

go under the hands of doctors, despite of his in-

corrigible disposition and rash temper. Large

bodies of the queen's people came from various

quarters to aid the earl of Clanrickard, and of these

were eight or nine colours of soldiers, from the

president of the two provinces of Munster; thi-

ther came the son of the earl himself, who had

been I'oV some time previous to that along with the

lord justice, with a large force of foreign soldiers
;

thither came the deputy governor of the province

of Connaught, and also an auxiliary force from

Galway. When the sons of John Burke received

intelligence of the assembling of those, they re-

moved back eastward along the mountain, into the

fastnesses of the district of Kinel Feichin, and re-

mained in the temporary huts in which they had

previously been ; they were not, however, long

there, when the sons of the earl, namely, the ba-

ron of Dunkellin and sir Thomas Burke, together

with every one of his sons who was able to serve

as commanders in the army, came, with numerous

forces along with them, into the district, in pursuit

of them, and formed a large extensive camp in the

centre of the district. The earl of Clanrickard

himself was not iu that camp, for he was attacked

by a fit of sickness, and a dangerous severe disease,

in the week before that, so that he was not able to

march with an army at that time. When the de-

puty governor of the province of Connaught, and

the baron of Dunkellin, learned that Teige O'Bri-

en was mortally wounded in that camp of Red-

mond Burke, they sent him a protection on behalf

of the queen, and he therefore went to them ; the

baron sent an escort with him to Leitrim, one of

the earl's towns, but he did not long survive there,

for he died soon after, and was buried in the town

of Loughrea, and in the town of Athenry in suc-

cesaion, in one week ; the young scion who then

died was a lamentable loss to his country, for he

was expert at every militaiy weapon, and every

battle engine which were used amongst the Irish,

in feats 9f valour, and he was distinguished for

gaiety, mirth, activity, feats of arms, mildness,

comeliness, fame, and hospitality. As to those

camps in the district of Kinel- Feichin, they were

closely confronted every day, guarding against each

other, from the festival of St. Patrick to the end of

the month of April, until the provisions and flesh

meat supplies, of the sons of John Burke, became

reduced and exhausted, and on that account they

prepared to quit the place ; and, after having left

the country, they took a prey from O'Madden,
namely, Donal, the sonofJohn, sonof Breasal; they

proceeded from thence across the river Suck, and the

sons of the earl having pursued them during that

space, many people were slain between them on

both sides, on that occasion. The sons of John

Burke proceeded after that to Tirconnellto O'Doii-

nell, and the sons of the earl returned to their

country and homes, and on their arrival in their

estate, the condition in which they found their fa-

ther, the earl, namely, Ulick, the son of Rickard,

son of Ulick of the Heads, was in his last moments,

after making his will, taking leave of his nearest

friends, and after settling his worldly affairs ; he

died in the month of May, in the town of Loughrea,

and was buried in the town of Athenry, with great

solemnity. The person who then died was one

of the most lamented amongst the Irish in his

time ; he was a lord of deliberate, just judgments,

of a mild countenance, becoming a chief, to ail

those who addressed him ; kind to the people of his

country, warlike to his neighbouring people, equi-

table in council, a man whose weakness, or want

of energy, were not witnessed on the point of dan-

ger, since the time he assumed a military command
to the day of his death ; his son Ricka.-d was ap-

pointed his successor, and it was to record the year

in which the earl died the following was composed

:

*' Since Christ liad entered tlie human flesh

To intercede for iis in every future age,

8ixteen iiundred years and one elapsed

Unto the death of the earl Ulick."

O'Dogherty, i. e. John Oge, the son of John,

son of Felim, son of Conor Cuireach (the Heroic),

died on the '27th ofJanuary ; he was lord of the ba-

rony of Inisowen, and there was not a lord of a ba-

rony amongst the Irish more distinguished for ma-

nual action and hospitality, or more bold in counsel

than he. O'Donnell nominated Felim Oge, John's

brother, the O'Dogherty ; the clan of Ailin, and

the clan ofDaibed, brought Cahir, the son ofJohn
Oge, to the English at Derry, and the general,

sir Henry Docwra, nominated him O'Dogherty,

through animosity for O'Donnell.

Redmond O'Gallagher, bishop of Derry, was

killed by the English in O'Kane's country, on the

15th of March.
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James, the son of Sorley Buighe, son of Alex-

ander, son of John Cathanach, the most distin-

guished leader of the Clan Donnell in his time,

either in peace or war, died on Easter Monday.

Mac I-Brien of Ara (in Tipperary), namely Tor-

logh, the son of Murtogh, son of Donal, son of

Teige, died in the month of February ; there was

not a lord of a countiy in Ireland of his age the

night he died, a more active and valiant man, who
would lead his force more safe out of every coun-

try into which he had made incursions ; and seldom

any force escaped from him in the same strength

they entered his country ; he was a person who

A. D. ifioi.

1. The last Chiefs of the O'Reillys.—The MS- worlt called the

£ooli of Caruin, which is in llie possession of Mr. Geni'i^hty, the

publisher of these Annals, and was chiefly compiled from ancient

documents by the late learned Chevalier Thomas O'Gorman, ^ives

a history of the O'Reillys, from which some of the followinj^ par-

ticulars have been collected. This Edmond O'Reilly, aI>ove-men-

tioned, was known as Edmond of Kilnacrottj he had a castle at

that place, in the county ofCavan, where Morton's m;igiiificpnt

mansion now stands. Edmond was brother of Hugh Conallach

O'Reilly, the celebrated prince of IJrefney, whose death, in the

year 1683, is recorded at p. 538, in these Annals ; he was sur-

named Conallagh, or the Connallian, from beinjr fostered and
brought up in Tirconnell, under the care of his maternal grandfa-

ther, Hugh Duv O'Donnell, prince of that country. This Hugh
O'Reilly was three times married: first lo the daugliter of lietagh

of MoynaUy, in Meath ; secondly, to a daughter of sir Tlionuis Nu-
gent, of Carlanstown, in Westmeath ; lastly, to lady Isab<dl;f Barn-
wall, of Meath ; by his first wife he left three sons, Share Roe, or

Red John, Philip, and Eogan ; by his second a son, Maflinora, or

Miles, but no children by his third wife. On the death of Hugh,
his brother, Edmond, the Tanist, or heir apparent, was to succeed

as prince of Brefney, but was opposed by his nephew, t^hane Roe,
whose claim was supported by the English, and both these chiefs,

while in contention for the lordship, attended sir John Pcrrott's

parliament in Dublin in 1585, as representatives for the county of

Cavan, as mentioned in these Annals. Shane Roe made his sub-

mission to the English, went to London, was well received at

Court, and knighted by queen Elizabeth. Sir John O'Reilly

agreed to hold his extensive estates in the county of Cavan under
the crown, and to give up the ancient tenures and customs of Ta-
nistry, but sir John afterwards joined Hugh O'Neill, earl of Ty-
rone, against the Englisii, and died at Cavan on the 1st of June,
1596. On the death of sir John, his brother Philip was ap]K)inted

prince of Brefney, by Hugh O'Neill, earl of T\ rone, but Philip

held tlie lordship hut a short time, for he was accidentally killed

by some of O'Neill's peojde on the 19th of November in the same
year. At this time Maolmora Breagh, or Miles the Handsome,
the son of sir John O'Reilly, a young man of fine person, great va-
lour, and ambition, who was married to a niece of Thomas Butler,

earl of Ormoiid, aspiring to the lordship of Brefney, joined the
Einglisli, and having repaired to London, was well received by
queen Elizabeth, who gave him a grant of the county of Cavan by
Letters Patent, with the promise of an earldom ; he commanded a
regiment of cavalry in the English service, and was called The
Queen's O'Beilly ; he was slain in 1598, at the great battle of the

Yellow Ford, in Armagh, of which an account is given at p. 627 in

the Annals. Edmond O'Reilly, above mentioned , succeeded his ne-
phew Philip as prince of Brefney, in 1596, and died in his castle

of Tullymongan, at Cavan, in 16U1 ; he was succeeiled by his ne-
phew, Eogan or Owen, one of the sons of Hugh Conallach, and
Owen having"died in 10U3, was succeeded by his brother Maolmora.
This Maolmora, or Miles, was the last prince of Brefney, and

defended the rugged and intricate tract of land

which he retained until he died, and he was buried

at his own fortress in Baile-an-Chaislein (Castle-

townara, in the barony of Owney and Arra, county

of Tipperary),

O'Reilly, i. e. Edmond, the son of Maolmora,
son of John, son of Cathal, died in the month of

April ; he was an aged, grey-haired man, of strong

memory of remote times, and active and energetic,

both in mind and body, till his death ; he was
buried at Cavan, in the monastery of St. Francis,

and his brother's son, namely, Owen, the son of

Hugh Connallach, was appointed his successor.*

though he and some of his successors were styled lords of Cavan,
they had but little of the power or possessions of their ancestors.

During the time of Miles, from IGIU to 1620, the plantation of

Ulster with British colonies took place, and the county of Cavan
being confiscated by James I., was seized by the crown, and al-

most the whole of its lands, the ancient territory of the O'Reillys
for many ages, was transferred to English and Scotch settlers,

called Undertakers, of which transactions accounts are given in

Pynnar's Survey, in Harris's Hibernica, and in the Tracts of sir

John Davis. Some chiefs of the O'Reillys got regrants from the
Crown of portions of their own ancient possessions, amongst otliers

Miles O'Reilly, the last lord of Brei'ney, who was obliged to give

up the ancient seat at Tullymongan, in Cavan, that town and cas-

tle coming into the possession of the corporation establislied there

by king James in 1610. Miles built a castle atCamett, now called

Castle Cosby, near Crossdoney, where he retired and died in 1635.

Colonel Philip O'Reilly, of Ballinacargy castle, in the county of

Cavan, was next recognised as The O'liedly; he was the son of

Hugh, son of sir John O'Reilly above-mentioned, and when a
young man had served some time in the Spanisii army; shortly

after his return to Ireland he became one of the chief leaders in the
great Insurrection of 1641, and was a distinguished commander
for many years in co-operation with Owen Roe O'Neill, his brother-

in-law, being married to his sister, Rose O'Neill. After the

Cromwellian war, O'Reilly retired with liis forces to Spain, in

1652, and entered the Spanish service in the Netherlands, where
he died about the year 1(J55, and was buried in the Irish monas-
tery at Louvain. His relative, colonel Miles O'Reilly, of Camett,
was high sheriff of the county of Cavan in the year 1 G41 , and was
a commander of note at that period ; he also retired to Spain
along with Philip, and afterwards went to France, where lie died

about the year ICGO, and was buried in the Irish monastery at

Chalons-sur-Marne. Hugh Roe, the son of colonel Philip O'Reilly,

was a valiant commander, and was killed in a battle with tlie

Crorawellians in the county of Cavan, in 1051 ; he was married to

a daughter of Conor O'Brien, viscount of Clare, by whom he had
a son named Hugh, who was drowned at sea on going to Spwin.

His cousin Edmond, called Eamun Buighe, succeeded as 'J'he

O Reilly ; he was some time hi the French service, and came to

Ireland with king James II. in 1680, and he was appointed go-
vernor of the county of Cavan, and commanded as a colonel in the

army of king James, at the battles of Cavan, the Boyne, Aughrim,
Limerick, &c. He retired with the Irish Brigades to France,

where he died in 1093 ; he was married to the daughter of O'Fer-
rall, chief of Longford, by whom he had a son, Owen or Eueene,
who was in the French service, and considered as The O'Reilly.

According to Mac Geoghegan, the representative of the ancient

princes of Brefney O'Reilly, called tlie Chevalier O'Reilly, was a

lieutenant in Dillon's Regiment, in the Irish Brigade, in 1745, and,

according to the Book of Cavan, the above-mentioned Eugene
O'Reilly was married to the daughter of colonel Felix O'Neill, of

the French service, by whom he had a son Edmond, who, at the

beginning of the Revolution, was living at Paris, with the rank of
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After those sons of John Burke, had joined

O'Donnell, as we have stated, they continued to

harrass and plunder the queen's people in every

direction through which they passed, in alliance

with O'Donnell ; so that it was on that account

the lord justice of Ireland commanded the earl of

Ormond to put to death the brother of those sons,

namely, John Oge Burke, whom we mentioned to

have been taken prisoner by a number of gentle-

men of the Butlers, in the estate of O' Meagher, in

Ikerriij (in Tipperaiy), in the first week of this

year, and this was accordingly done in the month
of June precisely.

Conor, the son of Murtogh Garv, son of Bryan,

son of Teige O'Brien, died about May, at Craig-

Chorcrain, and was buried in the monastery of

Ennis.

Mary, daughter of Con O'Donnell, the wife of

O'Boyle, i. e. of Teige Oge, the son of Teige, son

of Torlogh, died on the 6th of November, and was
bui-ied at Donegal.

O'Conor Sligo, namely, Donogh, the son of

Cathal Oge, was taken prisoner by O'Donnell, i. e.

Hugh Roe, the son of Hugh, son of Manus. The
cause of that capture was this, that O'Donnell

learned that O'Conor was deceiving and betraying

him to the lord justice, and the English of Dublin,

for the lord justice, some time before that, pro-

mised that he would get his own country for O'Co-
nor from the queen, and that the young earl of

Desmond, namely, James, the son of Gerald, who
was imprisoned in London, would be set at liberty,

and sent to his patrimony ; for the mother of that

young earl was the wife of O'Conor. As O'Don-
nell ascertained, and was convinced of that affair.

lieutenant-colonel in Dillon's Rettinient, and was a knight of the
military order of St. Louis. ColonelJohnO'Reilly of Garryrobuck,
near Oldcastle, on tlie borders of Meath and Cavan, a cousin of the

above-mentioned Edniond Buigbe, was a representative in parlia-

ment for tlie county of Cavan, and became colonel of a regiment of

cavalry in the service of kin«: James ; he commanded witii distin-

guished bravery in various battles, and after the war retired to his

seat at Garryrobuck, where he died in 1716, and was buried in the
old church of Kill, in the parish of Crosserlou^h, county of Cavan,
where his monument, and those of many otliers of the family, still

remain. The O'Reillys of Kilnacrott, llaltrasna, Ballinrinke, and
TuUystown, on the borders of Cavan and Meath, of Thomastown
Castle, in Louth, and of Heath House, in the Queen's county, were
all branches of the old stock of the O'Reillys, princes of Brefney.

lUany of the O'Reillys have been distinguished in the military

service of foreign states, amongst whom the following may be men-
tioned : The celebrated count Alexamler O'Reilly of Spain, was
son of captain Thomas O'Reilly of Ualtrasna, by Rosa, daughter
of colonel Luke Mac Dowel of Mantua, in the county of Roscom- |

he took O'Conor prisoner, and O'Donnell caused
Ballymote, which he had given to O'Conor before

that time, and also Collooney, to be restored to

himself again ; and O'Conor was sent to be impri-

soned to the island of Loch-Iasgaidh (Lough Eask,

near Donegal), in Tirconnell.

The young earl of Clanrickard, namely, Rickard
Burke, whom we mentioned to have been appointed

to succeed his father, was commanded by the lord

justice of Ireland, i. e. lord Mountjoy, to come
with a full military force to the monastery of Boyle,

and to proceed from thence to Sligo, if possible.

At the command of the lord justice, the earl was
joined by immense numbers of the Enghsh, who
were in garrisons on behalf of the queen, in the

great towns of Munster, viz., in Limerick, Kilinal-

lock, Askeaton, &c.
; great bodies of the soldiers

of Gahvay, and of the town of Athlone, joined in

the same army. When all those had collected to-

gether to the earl, they all agreed to march to the

monastery of Boyle, and to Sligo, and having

crossed the river Suck, the resolution they came
to was, to proceed directly eastward by the long

straight roads of the Plain of Connaught, until

they arrived at Elphin, on the borders of Moylurg,

Hy-Bruin ofthe Shannon, Clan- Cathail, and Moy-
Aoi of Finnbeanach. When O'Donnell received

intelligence that that immense great army had
come to the place we have before mentioned, he

mustered his forces together,and he did not halt un-

til he crossed the Curlew mountains, and the river

Boyle, into Moylurg, and pitched his camp imme-
diately before them ; they remained for some time

in that manner confronted, watching and guarding

against each other, and many were their conflicts.

mon, and grandson of the above-mentioned colonel John O'Reilly.
Count AlexanderO'Reilly, by his great valour and abilities, rose to

the rank of Generalissimo in the Spanish army, between the years
1770 and 1800, and an account of him will be found in Swinburne's
Travels in Spain, and various histories of those times. Count An-
drew O'Reilly, of the family of Ballinlough, in Westmeath, and
brother of the late sir Hugh O'Reilly Nugent, entered the Austrian
service, where be rose to the rank of general of Cavalry, and was
for upwards of forty years distinguished as a commander of great
valour, in various battles, amongst others Austerlitzand Marengo

;

he died at Vienna, in 1832, in the 90th year of his age. His ne-
phew, count John O'Reilly, was also in llie Austrian service, and
is at present sir John O'Reilly of Ballinloueh. Count Michael
Charles Joseph Reille, a distinguished general of Cavalry in the
French service, in Bonaparte's campaigns, and at present a peer of

France, is a descendant of one of the O'Reillys of the Irish Bri-

gades. Many other officers of the O'Reillys, too numerous to be
here mentioned, were highly distinguished in the military service

of Spain, Austria and France.
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severe charges, skirmishes, and onsets, during the

time they remained opposed to each other, until

at length the English forces dispersed, and return-

ed in sorrow to their homes. Messages came to

O'Donnell, afterwards, that Niall Garv, the son of

Con, son of Calvach (O'Donnell), had come with

his English and Irish from the east across Ramus
mountain, and encamped in Donegal, on the bor-

ders of Tirhugh ; O'Donnell having received in-

telligence that the English had come to that place,

he was greatly grieved at the profanation of the

monastery, and that the English should occupy

and inhabit it in place of the Mic-Hcathaidh

(Monks), and Culdees, whose rightful residence it

was till then, and it was not becoming him not to

go to relieve them if he possibly could. What he

did was, to leave the farmers and Biatachs of

Tirconnell, with their cattle and goods, throughout

North Connaughtj along with some of his soldiers,

to protect them against troops, kerns, and foreign-

ers ; he himself proceeded with the most part of

his forces across the rivers Sligo, Duff, Drowis,

and the Erne, northward, and encamped in a strong

position, precisely at the Carrig, upwards of two

thousand paces from Donegal, where Niall Garv

O'Donnell and his English were. As to O'Don-

nell, he commanded large companies of his forces

alternately to lay siege to the monastery, by day

and by night, to prevent the English from coming

outside of the walls, to spoil any thing in the coun-

try. It was not happy or comfortable that the two

armies spent their time, for slaying and destroying,

conflicts and shooting, were carried on by them re-

spectively against each other. The English were

reduced to great distress and straits, on account of

the long-continued battling in which O'Donnell's

people kept them engaged, and some ofthem were

in the habit of escaping in parties of two and three

to O'Donnell's camp, on account of the want and

distress in which they were for the necessaries of

life. They remained in that manner until the end

of September, when God willed to be avenged on,

and punish the English, for the profanation and

abuse which they committed on the churches and

apartments of the learned psalmodists, viz., on the

monastery of Donegal, and the monastery ofMagh-
erabeg, in which the English we have mentioned

were quartered and encamped, and others of them

in the castle of Donegal. The visitation which

God inflicted on them, however it occurred, was
that the powder which they had in the monastery
of Donegal for carrying on the war was ignited, so

that it burned the boarded chambers, and the stone

and wooden buildings of the entire monastery.

When those of O'Donnell's people who were be-

sieging and watching the English percieved the

brown-red blazing flames, and the dark mist of

vapour and smoke which arose from the monastery,

they began to shoot oflftheir leaden balls, and their

flashes of firing, in order that O'Donnell might
come to them immediately to attack the English,

for they considered it too great a delay to send him
messengers. That signal was not slowly attended

to by O'Donnell and his forces, for they quickly

and rapidly advanced, as expeditiously as they

possibly could, in companies and parties, to where

their people were at the monastery ; fierce and
sanguinary was the assault they made on the Eng-
lish, on their friends, and on their own blood re-

lations who were there, and it was hard and difficult

for O'Donnell's people to attend to the firing of

the soldiers in the monastery, in the castle of

Donegal, and iu the ship at the harbour before

them ; but, however, O'Donnell's people did more
execution, and slew great numbers of them. Of
the gentlemen who fell on O'Donnell's side there

was Teige, the son of Cathal Oge Mac Dermott,

a noble captain of the Clan Maolroona (the tribe-

name of the Mac Dermotts in Roscommon); on

the other side fell Con Oge, son ofCon, the brother

of Niall O'Donnell, together with three hundred

men, in that conflict. When Niall Gai-v O'Don-

nell perceived the predicament in which his people

and the English were placed, he proceeded west-

ward, unnoticed, along the coast to Magherabeg,

where a great number of the English were, and he

brought them with him along the same way, to

relieve the other English, who were placed in a

dangerous position by O'Donnell and his people

;

and the crew of the ship continued fighting and

firing, to cover them, until they entered within the

central walls of the monastery. AVhen O'Donnell

perceived the strongly-fortified position of the place

in which they were, and the large force which had

come to relieve the English, he commanded his

warriors to withdraw from the fight, and retire

backward, for he did not consider it proper that

they should be destroyed in an unequal conflict;
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his commands were immediately executed, and he

removed his camp a httle nearer to the monastery,

and he put some of his forces into that of Magher-
abeg, in which the English had been, whom Niall

Garv took with him to relieve his people ; it was

on the festival-day of St. Michael precisely (29th

of September), the monastery was burned, and that

atfair took place. O'Donnell carried on the siege af-

ter that manner against the English, reducing them
to a state of distress and difficulty, from the end of

September till towards the end of October, with-

out any deed ofnote beingperformed between them
during that time, until news came to them of the

Spanish fleet, which had arrived in the south of

Ireland to aid the Irish who were engaged in the

war.

The lord justice of Ireland, lord Mountjoy,

marched with an army, in the month of June, to

proceed into Ulster, and his progress is not record-

ed until he arrived at Ballagh-an-Moyry ; this place

was always defended and guarded by O'Neill, and

great numbers of people had been often slain and

destroyed, and lamentable deaths took p'ace among
the English and Irish, about that pass, between

O'Neill and the English, until the lord justice

got an opportunity and an advantage of him
(O'Neill), at that time, a thing which seldom hap-

pened, so that the outskirts, and the very centre

of the pass, were under his controul on that oc-

casion. He (Mountjoy), encamped in an advan-

tageous position at that pass, and erected a castle

of stone and lime, at a certain secure place on that

way, and having completed the castle in a month,

he left two hundred soldiers there to guard it ; he

himself then proceeded onward to the Fews Moun-
tains, to Armagh, and across Avonmore (the river

Blackwater), inwards, to go to Portmore, which

had been raised by the lord justice of Ireland,

namely, lord Borough, four years before that time.

2. Mountjoy's Expedition to Ulster rn\&Ol.—In April, 1601,
the lord deputy Mountjoy, according to Morrison, wasat L)rosheda,

and received the submission of Torlogh Mac Henry O'Neill of tbe

Fews ; Evir MacCoUa Mac Mahon of Farney,sirEochy O'Hanlon,
and other chiefs. Captains Blaney and Bodley, with forces from
Mount Norris and Newry, according to Morrison, attacked a for-

tified island at Loughrorcan, and having prepared their arrows
with wiM-Jire, shot them across the water, by which means they

set fire to the houses on the island, which was used as a magazine
l>y the Irish, and contahied great store of butter, corn, meal, and
powder. They also burned the houses along the shore, and killed

many people, amongst others, many churls (peasants), and call-

iachs (old women), and they ravaged the country. Mountjoy

and it was on his march to put provision stores

into that fort, after it had been raised, that the same
lord justice came by an untimely death, through
O'Neill. In a year after the death of the lord jus-

tice, O'Neill also took the same fort from the queen's

people, and in taking it from them, he committed
slaughter among their men and officers, and the

fortress remained in the possession of O'Neill from
that time till this, in which the new lord justice

had come to it. When he arrived in the vicinity

of that way, O'Neill's people quitted the fort, and
left it wide open to their enemies and opponents,

which was an unusual thing with them till then.

On the first days that the lord justice encamped in

that fort, he went to reconnoitre, overlook, and
take a view of the country about him, and having
arrived on the borders of Benburb (in Tyrone), he
was met at the end ofoneof the passes ofthe coun-
try by some of the kerns of O'Neill, with grim and
stern countenances of animosity, and a dreadful

fierce conflict ensued between them respectively,

and immense numbers were slain in that place, but,

however, more of the lord justice's people were
slain than of O'Neill's soldiers. The lord justice,

notwithstanding all the opposition he encountered,

returned back to the camp, and, during the period

of about a month and a half that he remained in

the fort, none of his forces went one mile beyond
that into Tyrone, until he returned back into the

English Pale, and to Dublin, in the month of

August, after having left garrisons at Portmore,

Armagh, in Machaire-na-Cranncha, at Ballagh-

Moyry, Carrickfergus, at Newry, Carlingford,Dun-

dalk, Drogheda, &c. It was an addition of fame

and honom- to the lord justice, the length and dis-

tance he had proceeded into Tyrone on that expe-

dition, such as a man holding his office had not

performed for three or four years before that time.^

The earl of Essex, who had been a man ofpower

returned to Dublin, and, on the 23rd of April, says Morrison,
*' kept St. George's feast with solemn pomp, the captains bringin*'

up bis meat, and the colonels attending on his person at table."
O'Neill, Mac Mahon, O'Hanlon, Donal Spainach Cavenagh, and
O'Byrne, who had made their submission, " were invited and en-
tertained with plenty of wine and all kindness." Mountjoy
having resolved to make another expedition against O'Neill,
marched from Dublin to Drogheda, on tiie 23rd of May, thence to
Dundalk on the 25th, and on the 8th of June he came to the hill

of Fogbard, encamped near the Moyry Pass, and built a fort there,
at the Tbree-mile-water. From the camp at Fogbard, he pub-
lished the proclamation for the new coin, and having finished the
fort at Moyry, proceeded to Carrickbane, near Newry, on the 14th,
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and eminent service, and of prosperity and good

fortune, on behalf of the queen of England, a man
who had been engaged by the men of England as

a leader in making invasions and conquests in

foreign countries, and who had served for half a

year in the name, and as representative of the so-

vereign in Ireland, as we have before stated, began

in the first month of this year to give reproach and

disrespect to the sovereign, and to set aside the

crown. When thattreachery was discovered by the

men of London, they rose up quickly, and well pre-

pared, in opposition to the earl, so that he was dri-

ven and piu'sued from one place toanother, through

the streets of the town, and likewise outside of the

town, so that he was obliged to go to Essex-House,

to protect himself; he had not been long in that

place, when he was forcibly compelled to submit

and surrender himself prisoner, and lay down his

arms to the queen's people ; and he was afterwards

and thence to Iveagh ; and sir Richard Morrison was sent with a
great force into Lecale, and having plundered the country, took
Downpatriclt ; Morrison says they made one of the Bradys priso-
ner, and cut off his head. Mountjoy received the submission of
Felim Mac Gennis, of Mac Cartan, and of Mac Rory of Kihvarlin,
but the chiefs, Art and Edniond Magennis, would not be received
to the queen's protection without first doing some service. Having
left sir Richard Morrison, with 500 foot and 50 horse, at Down-
patrick, Mountjoy marched towards Newry, and having heard
that O'Neill, with his forces, was near Armagh, and had his
creaghts, says Morrison, feeding some thousands of cows, the lord
deputy prepared his troops, and strengthened his garrisons at
Mount Norris, Newry, Armagh, &c., and on the 23rd, proceeded
towards the fort of Blackwater, and passed the place where Mar-
shal Bagnal's army was defeated, at the Yellow Ford, and he
viewed the battle-field for a long time with great attention. He
then returned, and left a garrison of 750 foot and 100 horse at the
Abbey of Annagli, under sir Henry Danvers, and, on bis return to
Mount Norris, viewed the ford where general sir John Norris, a
few years before, had been mortally wounded in a battle with
O'Neill. It appears that Mountjoy's forces were at this tinie

fiercely attacked by the Irish, under O'Neill, and forced to retire
with much loss; and, on the 24th, Mountjoy arrived with his
forces at Newry, and went thence to Dundajk, where he received
the submission of the chiefs Art, Rory, and Glasny Magennis, and
Patrick Mac Mahon. On the 9th of July he proceeded to

Newry, and encamped at Latenbur, beyond that town ; and on
the 13th he marched towards the Blackwater, where he made a
stand, as O'Neill, with his horse and foot, shewed themselves (mt
of a wood on the other side of the river, with the trumpets, drums,
and colours gained from the English, at the battle of the Yellow
Ford. The Irish poured some voUies of shot on Mountjoy's
forces, which was answered by their cannon, and sir William' Go-
dolphin was sent forward to the attack with troops of horse ; but
the Irish, during the entire night, continued pouring in their shot.
On the 16th Mountjoy advanced, with a regiment of Irish under
sir Christopher St. Lawrence, and passing the Blackwater, pro-
ceeded towards Benburb, where there was an old castle of the
O'Neills. Here they were attacked by O'Neill's forces, and Mor-
rison says, they had a hot and long skirmish, which continued
three hours, on a fair green meadow, both sides being alternately
repulsed, and the English often driven back to their colours.
Morrison, as usual, makes light of the number of Mountiov's
forces that fell there; but, according to the Annals, immense

sent to be imprisoned, as a traitor, to the Tower,
and every person who had share, counsel, part, or

alliance with him in that traitorous affair, was ex-

ecuted and quartered, and hung upon the gates

and portals of the town ; the earl was beheaded on

the 1 8th day of the month of February ; captain

Lee, a gentleman who was advising the earl, and

who was aiding and counselling in committing

that act, was also put to death for the foremen-

tioned crime.

James, the son of Thomas Roe, son of James,

son of John, son of the earl, who had been nomi-

nated earl of Desmond on behalf of the Irish, as

we have before stated, sent his brother John, the

son of Thomas Roe ; Fitzmaurice of Keny, i. e.

Thomas, the son of Patrick, son of Thomas, son

of Edmond, son of Thomas, and Pierce de Lacy,

to Ulster, to ask for relief and aid from the Irish

of the North, when he became reduced and weak-

numbers of the English were slain in this engagement. Morrison
says that Dr. Latwar, the lord deputy's chaplain, was mortally
wounded. Mountjoy built a new fort at the Blackwater, near the

old one which had been demolished by O'Neill, and he placed a
garrison in it of 350 men, under captain Williams, With his

usual barbarity, Mountjoy cut down and destroyed the crops
and corn, and burned the country in all directions through which
he passed, and he renewed his insolent proclamation that whoever
brought O'Neill alive would get £2,000, and for his head receive

£1,000 reward During the remainder of the month of July, he
had various conflicts with O'Neill's forces, in which many were
slain on both sides, and Mountjoy then retired towards Armagh,
and on the 3rd of August encamped a little beyond the city to the
north, O'Neill followed them closely, and, towards night advan-
ced from the woods to a hill, under which the English were en-
camped in a meadow ; and Morrison says, the Irish advanced with
loud cries, and sound of drums, and bag-pipes, and poured into the
caTup about 3,000 shot. In this attack on the camp, many of

Mountjoy's forces were killed, and several also of O'Neill's men,
amongst whom was slain Pierce Lacy of Bruff, a very valiant

commander for many years in Monster, in alliance with O'Neill,

and the earl of Desmond. At this time Plunkett, lord Dunsany,
who commanded a garrison of 550 horse and foot for the queen at

Lisgannon, between Ballyhaise and Cootehill, in the county of
Cavan, took a prey of 1600 cows from the Mac Mahons of Mo-
naghan, who pursued them, recovered the cattle, and slew about
50 of the English forces, and took captaiu Esmond prisoner. On
the 7th of August, Mountjoy withdrew towards Newry, and en-
camped at Mount Norris, where he remained till the 13tli, and
then removed and encamped within three miles of Armagh ; from
thence he came back to Mount Norris, and marched near Newry
on the 16th, and remained at Newry till the 25th, he then returned
to the Pale, and, on the 29th, arrived at Trim where he remained
some time, and went from thence to Kilkenny, where he arrived
on the I3th of September, and on the 23rd, he and the earl of Or-
mond received intelligence of the landing of the Spanish fleet at
Kinsale. Mountjoy then proceeded to Clonrael, and thence to
Cork, to concert measures with Carew against the Spaniards,
According to Morrison and others, Mountjoy had 3,000 horse and
foot in this expedition against O'Neill, besides detachments from
the different garrisons in Ulster ; but he was forced to retire with-
out bringing O'Neill under subjection, and lost at least 1000 men in

the various conflicts in this campaign.
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ened in the allied war he was carrying on against

the English, and he remained himself, with a small

party along vidth him, concealing and hiding him-

self among his faithful friends, in lonely cold huts,

and in caves of the earth ; he continued for some

time after that manner, until on one occasion the

White Knight, namely, Edmond, the son of John,

received private information that James was in a

certain cave in the vicinity of his country, so that

what he did was, to make an incursion on his re-

lative, by kindred and pedigree, and his lord, while

engaged in treason for some years before that, re-

specting the small fragment of his country in

which he was then, for he had not in his possession

of Munster but that cave, in which he happened to

be on that occasion. James was taken into custody

by the knight, on account of that, and he took

him with him to the president at Cork, without

asking pardon or protection for him, and James,

having been delivered into the hands of the presi-

dent, he was carefully guarded till the month of

July precisely. It was in the same month that Flo-

rence, the son of Donogh Mac Carthy, commonly

called Mac Carthy More at that time, came to the

president at Cork, and as soon as he arrived in the

town, he was taken prisoner for the queen, and

Florence began to proclaim aloud, without reserve,

that they were seizing him in opposition to the

word and protection of the queen ; but that was

of no avail to him, for he and James, the son of

Thomas, were sent to England in the month of

August precisely ; when they appeared before the

council of England, the Tower was by order ap-

pointed as their residence, for living and sleeping

in it from that forth, till the time oftheir death, or

during their lives, according to the will of God and

of their sovereign {see note p. 669).

The office of governor was held by the earl of

Thomond, namely, Donogh, the son of Conor

O'Brien, in the county of Clai-e, from the day on

which the governor of the province of Connaught,

sir Conyers Clitford, had been slain by O'Donnell,

on the Curlew mountain; a session was held by him

for fifteen days in the monastery of Ennis, about the

festival of St. Bridget of this year, and sixteen men
were hanged by him at that session. The same earl,

together with his brother Donal, went to England

in the month of March ; Donal returned about

Lammas, and the earl remained there afler liim.

The young earl of Desmond, namely, James, the

son of Gerald, son ofJames, son of John, whom we
mentioned to have come from England as an earl

in the harvest of the foregoing year, went to Eng-

land in the spring of this year, and he remained

there until the first month of winter, when he died
;

and were it not that his father had fallen while in op-

position to the queen, and for the manner in which

his people and faithful followers had been reduced

by the English, the two provinces of Munster would

have been in one wave of sorrow, lamentation, af-

fliction, and mourning, for that young man ; he was

the only rightful heir of the stock of the true line-

age, and the last remnant of the pure race of the

Grecian (or noble), descent of the Geraldines; his

death was the more to be lamented, that he left no

heir, of either son or brother of his own, or of his

family, to be appointed his successor, except a few,

and these few were acting against the laws of the

sovereign.

Captain Tyrrell, namely, Richard, the son of

Thomas, son of Richard, remained along with

O'Neill during the foregoing part of this year, and

that captain, having got some retained kerus from

O'Neill, he proceeded with them, about the Lam-
mas of this year, into the province of Leinster, and

it would be impossible to recount, relate, or enu-

merate all the captain effected ofpreys, slaughters,

taking of towns, and of people, of plunder and of

booty, in the county of Ceithearlach (Carlow), in

the county of Kildare, in the county of Hy Failge

(i. e. Oifaly, or the King's county), and in the coun-

ty of Tipperary, from Lammas (August), to the

first month of the following winter.

The Lower Burkes, namely, Mac William Burke,

i.e. Theobald, the son ofWalter Ciotach, who was

in alliance with O'Donnell, and by whom he had

been foi-merly nominated lord, and Theobald of

the Ships, the son of Richard of the Iron, who had

been usually acting on behalf of the queen, were

peaceable and very amicable to each other, since

the time O'Donnell had established alliance and

friendship between them, until the first month of

the spring of this year ; a commotion of war, and

a revival of enmity arose between them, and The-

obald of the Ships was the instigator of exciting

the discord and renewing the anger, and the re-

membrance of the animosity which arose between

them, so that the tribe of Ulick Burke joined in

4 T 2
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one alliance against Mac William, namely, Theo-

bald, the son of Walter, and they deposed and

expelled him from his patrimony, so that he was

obliged to go to O'Donnell, and another Mac
William was appointed to succeed him in the go-

vernment of the country, by the tribe of Ulick,

and by Theobald of the Ships, namely, Richard,

the son of Rickard, i. e. Deamhan-Corrain, and he

was commonly called the son of Deamhan-an-Chor-

rain. When Mac William, i. e. Theobald, the son

of Walter, went to O'Donnell, he complained to

him of his troubles and oppression, and the man-

ner in which he was expelled from his country

;

O'Donnell was grieved at that circumstance, but,

however, he could not relieve him immediately,

for he and all his forces were engaged in besieging

and watching the English who had come to his

country, so that he could not march into any dis-

tant territory, to relieve either friend or relative,

on account of the opposition carried on against

him in his own country. Mac William remained

with him from the first month of Spring to the fol-

lowing Michaelmas, when O'Donnell sent with him

as many forces as he could, to visit his patrimony

in Mac William's country; when he arrived in the

very centre of the country, the Mac William who

hid been appointed by the tribe of Ulick Burke,

and by Theobald, the son of Richard of the Iron,

by force, and in opposition to him, met him on the

way in which he had proceeded, and a tierce con-

flict ensued between them, and each of them began

to reproach the other with their old grudges, and

their recent animosities, until at length Richard,

the son of Rickard Burke, was defeated, and he

himself was slain in that engagement, so that it was

in that manner his goverimient terminated.

A Spanish fleet arrived in the south of Ireland,

and Don John de Agola (Don John, or Juan de

Aguila, or Aquila), was the name ofthe leader who
was their general ; the place where they entered

port was in the harbour of Kinsale, at the mouth
of the blue pool of Banndan (the river Bandon),

on the border of Courcy's country, on the one side,

and of Kinel Aodha, viz., Barry Oge's estate on

the other (the baronies of Courcy's and Kinnalea,

in Cork), On their arrival at Kinsale, they took

under their controul the fortifying, protection, de-

fence and maintenance of the town, from the in-

habitants who dwelt in it 'till then ; they quartered

their gentlemen, captains, and assistants in every

stone and wooden building in the town : they con-

veyed from their ships to the town their supplies

of provisions, drink, ordnance, powder, lead, and

all other necessaries which they had with them,

and they sent away their shipping back to their

country ; they planted their great guns and their

engines of shooting and defence, at every place by
which they considered their enemies might attack

them ; they also appointed sentinels and guards in

succession, to be relieved at alternate hours, as had

been their constant practice before their arrival at

that place, for they were perfectly sure that the

lord justice would come to attack them, with the

queen's army, when the news should reach him.

There was another castle on the eastern side of the

harbour of Kinsale, which was called Rinn-Corrain

(Rincorran castle), exactly on the estate of Barry

Oge, in Kinnalea, and the Spaniards sent a party

of their select men into that castle, to guard it in

like manner. When the lord justice of Ireland re-

ceived intelligence of these affairs, he did not delay

until he arrived at Kinsale, with all the forces he

could muster, of all those who were obedient to the

queen in Ireland ; thither came the president of

the two provinces of Munster, with the forces of

Munster along with him ; the earl of Clanrickard,

and every leader of a force or body of troops that

was obedient to the command of the lordjusticein

Connaught, came with their forces to the same

place ; thither also came the Lagenians and Me-
thians, as they had been commanded by the lord

justice, for the forementioned purpose. After they

assembled at one place, they pitched and formed

a camp before Kinsale, from which they made an

attack on Rincorran, and they did not allow them

tranquillity or rest, sleep or repose, for a long time,

while they carried on severe conflicts and valorous

assaults against each other, until the guards, after

enduring all the dangers they encountered, laid

down their arms, and surrendered to the lord jus-

tice, leaving behind them their ammunition and

ordnance ; the lord justice sent those to be distri-

buted among the great towns of Munster, until he

should see how his warfare with the other party of

them, who were in Kinsale, would terminate ; it

was on that occasion that young Carbry, the son

of Carbry Mac Egan, who was standard-bearer to

the son of the earl of Ormond, was slain. The lord
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justice and his forces, and the Spaniards of Kinsale,

continued shooting and firing at each other, during

the first month of winter, when the queen and the

council recommended the earl ofThomond to come
with many ships and vessels, men, good arras and

provision stores, to succour and aid the sovereign's

people in Ireland. The earl, with the fleet, having

arrived at the harbour of Kinsale, they landed at

the side of the port on which the lord justice's

people were, and four thousand men was the num-
ber under the command of the earl of Thomond,
of that army. Some assert that, were it not for

the great valour and courage maintained by the

lord justice, befoi'e the arrival of the earl of Tho-

mond and these forces, the camp would have

been vacated, and that the Enghsh would disperse

and return to their great towns ; the earl of Tho-

mond encamped apart for himself, at the nearest

angle of the lord justice's camp to Kinsale. At

that time the Spaniards made a sally by night, on

a quarter of the lord justice's camp, and having

slain great numbers, they broke the stones and

supporters (the platform) of the great gun of the

queen's ordnance, in order that they might prevent

their enemies from firing out of it, and they would

have slain more were it not for the earl of Clan-

rickard, for it was he, and those that happened to

be along with him, that compelled the Spaniards

to return back to Kinsale. One hour's cessation,

either by day or night, did not pass between these

two camps, that blood was not shed on either side,

from the first day the lord justice pitched his camp
before Kinsale, until they separated, as hereafter

stated.

When O'Neill, O'Donnell, and the Irish of

Leth-Cuinn in general, received intelligence of

that Spanish fleet, the resolution they came to, with

one accord and disposition, although their chiefs

and nobles had not assembled together to determine

on their resolutions, or to conclude their counsels,

was, that each lord of a counti-y of them should

leave a protection and guard over his territory and

fair lands, and go with his arms and forces, with-

out delay or stopping, to succour and aid the

Spaniards who had come at their invitation and

request, for it was an anguish of heart and a tor-

ment of mind to them that they should remain in

the difficulty and predicament in which they were

placed by their enemies, without relieving them if

they could. O'Donnell was the first who pre-

pared to proceed on that expedition, and having

left guards to protect his cattle and flocks, and all

his people in the county of Sligo, he set out in the

beginning of winter from Ballymote. The follow-

ing were some of the chiefs who accompanied him,

namely, O'Rourke, i. e. Bryan Oge, the son of

Bi-yan ; the sons of John Burke ; MacDermottof
Moylurg ; the O'Conors Roe ; O'Kelly, and the

chiefs who were expelled from Munster, and were

with him during the foregoing part of this year,

namely, Fitzmaurice of Kerry, i. e. Thomas, the

son of Patrick ; the Knight of the Glynn, namely,

Edmond, the son of Thomas ; Teige Caoch, the

son of Torlogh Mac Mahon (of Clare), and Dermod
Maol, the son of Donogh Mac Carthy. These

forces proceeded through the county of Roscom-

mon, along the borders of the county of Galway,

through Siol Anmcha, and to the Shannon ; they

were expeditiously conveyed across the Shannon at

Ath Croch (Shannon harbour) ; from thence they

proceeded to Delvin Mac Coghlan, to Farkall (in

King's county), to the borders of Slieve Bloom, and

into Iken-in (in Tipperary). O'Donnell remained

nearly twenty days on the hill of Drom Saileach, in

Ikerrin, waiting for O'Neill, who wasmarchingslow-

lyafterhim. O'Donnell's people continued devasta-

tingand plundering the country about them, during

the time they remained at that place, so that they

stood in need of nothing in their camp that a force

could desire, the space they remained there.

When the lord justice of Ireland received intelli-

gence that O'Donnell was marching towards them,

he sent the president of the two provinces ofMun-
ster, namely, sir George Carew, with four thousand

soldiers along with him, for the purpose of meet-

ing to oppose him, in order to prevent the march

on which he was resolved, and to intercept him in

the common way. When O'Donnell learned that

the president, with his large army, had arrived in

the vicinity of Cashel, he proceeded with his forces

westward from Ikerrin, along Upper Ormond,

to Owney, and the monastery of Owney, to

Clanwilliam, on the borders of the Shannon, to the

gates of Limerick, and south-westward until they

arrived, without stopping or halting, by day or by

night, beyond the plain into Hy-Conaill-Gabhra

(the baronies of Conello, in Limerick). When the

president discovered that O'Donnell had passed
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him into the fastnesses of the country, he

considered it useless to pursue him, and returned

back with his forces to the lord justice. Fitzmau-

rice was permitted by O'Donnell on that occasion

to proceed along with a party of the force to visit

and reconnoitre Clanmaurice (in Kerry) ; while

these were traversing the territory, they got an ad-

vantage of some of the castles of the country, and

they took possession of them ; the names of those

were LLsnaw, Caislean-Gearr ofArdfert, and Baile-

I-Chaola, and they put guards into those castles

;

it was on the same occasion that O'Conor Kerry,

namely, John, the son of Conor O'Conor, took his

own castle, namely, Carrigafoyle, which had been

in the possession of the English for more than a

year before that time, and he himself, with the peo-

])le of his castle, joined in alliance with O'Donnell.

O'Donnell remained nearly a week in these dis-

tricts of Hy-Conaill-Gabhra, pre3dng, devastating,

plundering, and spoiling the country of every per-

son in his ^^cinity, who had part or alliance with

the English. O'Donnell after that proceeded over

the heights of Sliabh-Luachra (Slieve Lougher
mountain, in the barony ofTrughenackmy, county

of Kerry), into Clan Amhlaoibh (Clanawley, in the

barony ofDuhallow, county of Cork), to Muskerry

and to Bandon, in the Carberries. All the Irish of

Munster came to him at that place, except Mac
Carthy Riavach, i. e. Donal, the son ofCormac-na-

Haoine, and Cormac, the son of Dermod, son of

Teige, lord of Muskerry, and all these Irish pro-

mised they would be in alliance and union with him
from that forth. As to O'Neill, namely Hugh, the

son of Ferdorcha, son of Con Bacach, he departed

from TjTone a week after Samhain (that is, a week
after the 31st of October), to go to the relief ofthe

forementioned Spaniards ; after he had crossed

the Bojnie, he began to prey and burn the temtory
of Bregia and Meath; he afterwards proceeded

through Westmeath and Ormond, across the Suir

westward, and his further progress is not recorded

until he arrived at Bandon, where O'Donnell was
then, and John, the son ofThomas Roe, son of the

earl (ofDesmond), was along with O'Neill on that

expedition. When the Irish chiefs, with their

forces, arrived at one place, they encamped within

a short distance of the lord justice's camj), on the

north side, at Bel-Guala, in Kinnalea. Many a
leader of a force and troop, lord of a territory, and

chief of a district, were along with O'Neill and

O'Donnell, at that place
; great was the enthu-

siasm and courage, bravery, «ind valour, of the

people who were there ; and there was not a

quarter or border, throughout the five provinces

of Ireland, that these, or some party of them, did

not spread an abhorrence and hatred, a dread and

terror amongst the English and Irish who were

fighting against them 'till that time ; frequent and

numerous were their battles, their exploits, their

preys, their conflicts, their slaughters, and their

feats of arms, against their enemies, in various ter-

ritories, 'till that very hour ; there was no power

that they did not overcome, nor host so great they

were not able to encounter, while the Trinity and

prosperity aided them, and whilst they did the will

of their Lord God, and fulfilled his command-
ments and testament ; ample for giving battle and

a full engagement against their enemies, on other

occasions, was the number of the forces which

were in that camp, were they all united in aiding

each other, had God granted them to fight bravely

and valiantly, with one disposition and one accord,

on behalf of their religion and their country, in

the difficult predicament to which their enemies

were reduced on that occasion. The Irish brought

the English into great difficulties, for they did not

suffer hay, corn, or water, straw or fuel, to be con-

veyed to the lord justice's camp ; they continued

for some time in that manner, watching each other,

until Don John, the general of the Spaniards, sent

a written dispatch privately to the Irish, requesting

them to make an attack on a certain quarter of the

lord justice's camp on some night, and that he

himself would attack the other part of it on the

same night, for they were reduced to great difficul-

ties by the English, just asthe English were distress-

ed by the Irish. The leaders of Tirconnell and of

Tyrone begantodebberatein council respectingthat

proposal, and they disagreed and were in opposition

for some time in determiningon an unanimous reso-

lution, for it was O'Neill's advice not to attack

them immediately, but to maintain againstthem the

difficulty in which they were placed, until they

should perish of famine, and from want of all the

necessaries they stood in need of, as some of their

people, and likewise of their horses, had already

perished. It was an anguish of heart and shame

to O'Donnell, to listen to the complaint and the



REIGN OF ELIZABETH, 695

predicament of the Spaniards, without relieving

them from the difBculty in which they were, even

should his death, or slaying or the loss of his peo-

ple be the result of it ; so that the resolution they

at length came to was, to attack the lord justice's

camp, as they were requested. When the parti-

cular night on which they resolved to make that

attack came on, the Irish bravely and courageously

took up their arms of battle and conflict, and were

ready for the march ; their leaders disputed with

each other which party should be first in com-

mencing the attack of that night, and they thus

proceeded in three powerful columns of battle, and

in three large and numerous bodies of forces,

shoulder to shoulder, and elbow to elbow, outside

of the borders of their camp. O'Neill and the Ty-

ronians, together with all those of the Orgiellians

(the Mac Mahons, Maguh-es, and others, of Mo-
naghan and Fermanagh), and of the Iveachians of

Ulidia (Magennises, and others, of the county of

Down), were in a separate powerful column

;

O'Donnell and the Tirconnallians, together with

his chieftains, and the Conacians in general, were

in another column ; and such as were there of the

gentlemen of Munstei-, Leinster, and of the men of

Meath, together with their forces, of all those of

them who rose in the war alliance of the Irish, and

such as were expelled into Ulster in the foregoing

part of this year, marched in the third column, va-

liantly, with a steady pace, without intermixing

with the other forces. Having marched outside of

the camp in that order, the forces mistook the

way, and strayed in their advance on account of

the great darkness ofthe night, so that their guides

did not succeed in arriving at the appointed place

before the lord justice's camp until day-light on

the morrow. Some assert that a certain person of

the Irish sent notice and a forewarning to the lord

justice that the Irish and Spaniards were to make
an attack on him that night, so that it was there-

fore the lord justice and the queen's forces were

posted on their dangerous passes, and their advan-

tageous positions, to defend their camp against

their enemies. When the darkness of the night

diminished, and the light of day was clear to all in

general, it was then O'Neill's men happened to

have arrived in the vicinity of the lord justice's

people, without the Irish being actually aware of

it, and as they were unprepared they avoided them.

for the purpose of falling into their order and
ranks, and to wait for O'Donnell, and the other

party, who had mistaken their way, as we have be-

fore stated. When the lord justice saw that atfair,

he sent forth powerful active troops to attack them,

who encountered O'Neill's people, so that they

continued killing and slaying them, subduing and
reducing them, until five or six colours were taken

from them, and many of their men were slain.

O'Donnell came up by the side of O'Neill's people,

after they had been defeated, and he began to ex-

hort those who were retreating to stand to maintain

the battle along with his own people, until his ut-

terance and voice failed him, by the excess of

speaking and loud calls that he addressed to all in

general, entreating his brave clans to stand by him
and fight against then- enemies ; he also told them
that it was a shame and treachery for them to have

acted in that unusual manner, %iz., to turn their

backs to their enemies, such as was never the cus-

tom \\ith their race till then ; but, however, all he

could do was of no avail to him, for as the first

force was defeated, so was every other party in

succession, but, notwithstanding that they were

defeated, the number slain of them was not im-

mense, because the pursuers were fewer compared

with those who were before them. The displea-

sure of God, and misfortune, were evident against

the pui-e Gadelians of Fodla (Ireland), on that oc-

casion, for oftener had they defeated, with a small

party ofthose, many hundreds of the English, than

turned theu- backs to their enemies, in the field of

battle and the pass of danger, in every place they

encountered till that day. Great and immense was

their loss in that place, though small was the num-
ber slain there, for the chivalry and bravery, pros-

perity and afHuence, nobleness and valour, renown

and pre-eminence, hospitality and generosity, he-

roism and defence, piety and pure religion of the

Islandof the Gael, were lost in that conflict. O'Neill

and O'Donnell, with their Irish forces, returned

back westward to Inis-Eoganain (Innishannon,

between Kinsale and Bandon), that night. Alas !

it was not in the condition they were in on that

night, they thought they would have returned from

that expedition, for much blame and recrimination,

regret and sadness, sorrow and anguish, prevailed

throughout their camp in every quarter, and they

could not become calmed, or much consoled

;
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hasty, immature, and precipitate were their coun-

sels after they assembled together, so that the re-

solution they at length came to was, that O'Neill, and

Rory,the brotherofO'Donnell, with theircommand-

ers and the chiefs of Leth-Cuinn in general, should

return back to their countries, to protect their terri-

tories and lands against foreign invaders, and that

O'Donnell, namely Hugh Roe, Redmond, the son

of John Burke, and captain Hugh Mus (Mostian),

the son of Robert, should go to Spain to complain

of their troubles, and difficultiestothekingof Spain.

3. Landing ofthe Spaniards, Siege and Battle of Kinsale.—
An account of these events is given in the work of Fynes Morri-

son, who was Secretary to the lord deputy Mountjoy, and also in

the Pacata Hibernia of sir George Carew, who was President of

Munster, and partly in Mac Geoghegan's Ireland, from O'Sullivan

Ueare and others; and in Cox's Hibernia Anglieana, from which

works the following particulars have been collected. King Philip

III., of Spain, having resolved to send succours to O'Neill, O'Don-
nell, the earl of Desmond, and Florence Mac Carthy, to carry on

the war against the English, assembled for that purpose some
forces under the command of Don Juan del Aguila, or de .4quila,

who had served some time against the French and English in

Bretagne, but though he was a commander of some experience,

lie had not much reputation. O'Connor, however, in his Military

Memoirs of the Irish Brigades, unjustly condemns Don Juan, for

he appears to have been a brave man, though, perhaps, not pos-

sessed of much military abilities, besides he was rather vain and
insolent towards liis Irish allies. The fleet intended to convey
the Spaniards to Ireland, was in the mean time sent, under the

admiral Don Diego de Brocliero, to the island of Terceira, in the

Azores, to protect the Spanish galleons coming from America,
against the English. This circumstance retarded the expedition,

and much diminished the forces; on the return of the fleet from
Terceira, it set sail from the Tagus for Ireland, and consisted of

45 vessels, most of them small, 17 of which carried guns, and only

6 were of the large class called galleons, 3 of which were named
the St. Paul, the St. Peter, and the St. Andrew. The forces were I

mostly composed of old soldiers from the garrisons in Italy, with I

men from the Terceirean islands, and 1 ,500 Biscayan sailors,
j

Shortly after the fleet had got into the open sea, it was dispersed

by a storm, and 7 of the ships, carrying the artillery, warlike

stores, and provisions, under the vice-admiral Don Pedro de Zu-
biar, were forced to take shelter in the liarbonr of Corunna, which
the English writers called the Groyne. The remainder of the

fleet, according to some accounts, 35 ships, landed at the harbour
of Kinsale, on the 23rd of September, 1(501 , with about 3500 men,
though the forces originally destined for Ireland amounted to 0,000.

It appears from Morrison that de .Aquila, after landing his forces,

sent all his ships back to Spain, except 12, which he kept in the

harbour of Kinsale. Carew gives, in the Pacata, the names of all

the Spanish captains and commanders, and says they marched to

Kinsale with 25 colours. As soon as the Spaniards landed, cap-
tain Saxeys, the English commander, evacuated Kinsale, and
withdrew his garrison to Cork. Kinsale is a seaport, situated

near the mouth of the river Bandon, and was then a strong, stone-

built town, well secured by nature and art. When the Spaniards
approached Kinsale, the townsmen set open their gates, and
permitted them quietly to enter ; the Sovereign, says Carew, '' with
liis white rod in his hand, going to billet them in several houses,
more ready than if they had been the queen's forces." Don Juan
issued a proclamation to the following efl^ect

:

" We, Don Juan de Aquila, general of the army to Philip, king
of Spain, by these presents do promise that the inhabitants of the
town of Kinsale shall receive no injury from any of our retinue, but
ralher shall be used as our brethren and friends, and that it shall
be lawful for any of the inhabitants that list, to transport, without

These nobles lefl a party of their neighbouring allies

in Munster, to spoil it in their absence, namely, cap-

tain Tyrrell, with the other sons of John Burke,

together with some other gentlemen ; these noble

Gadelians, namely O'Neill and O'Donnell, ordered

that their command and controul shoidd be given

to O'Sullivan Beare, i. e. Donal, the son of Donal,

son ofDermod, for he was the best chiefcommander
of his party in ]\Iuuster at that time, in wisdom and

valour. It was on the 3rd day of the month of Ja-

nuary that the Irish were defeated in that battle.'

any molestation in body or goods, and as much as shall remain,

likewise, without any hurt." The Spaniards brought a great

quantity of arms for the use of the Irish who would join them, and
also 1,GOD saddles, expecting, as they were promised, to be fur-

nished with horses by the Irish. Don Juan despatched messengers

with letters to O'Neill and O'Donnell, advising them of his arri-

val, and Mathew de Oviedo, who had come to Donegal to O'Don-
nell the year before, and had been appointed by the Pope arch-

bishop of Dublin, came with the Spaniards to Kinsale and, on the

12th of October, wrote to O'Neill and O'Donnell the following

letter, which is given in the Pacata:
" Pervenimus in Khisale, cum classe et exercitu Regis nostri

Philippi ; expectamus vestras excellentias qualihet hora, veniant

ergo quam velociter potuerint, portantes equos, quibus ma.xime in-

digemus, etjam alia via scripsimus ; non dico plura : valete.

" Frater Matheus,
" Archiepiscopus Dubliniensis.

" Excellentissimis Dorainis,
" Don O'Neill et O'Donnell."

" \Ve have come to Kinsale with the fleet and army of our king

Philip ; we expect your excellencies any hour you please
;
ye will

therefore come as quickly as ye can, bringing horses, of which we
stand in great need ; we have already written by another way. I

say no more. Farewell.

"Bkother Mathbw,
" Archbishop of Dublin.

" To the most excellent lords,
" Don O'Neill and O'Donnell."

Mountjoy having, at this tiine, published a proclamation censuring

the Spaniards for their invasion of Ireland, was answered in a ma-
nifesto published by Don Juan, which is given in the Pacata as

translated from the Latin, and commences thus: " Don Juan de

Aquilia, general of the war, and the Catholic king of Spain's chief

commander in God's war which is made in Ireland for the defence

of the faith," &c. In it are the following passages in answer to

Mountjoy :
" O immortal God ! who doth not wonder at your bit-

ter and inexpressible cruelty, and your boldness shewed in these

words ; for who is it that doth not know the great cruelty which
you English have exercised, and cease not to exercise, towards the

miserable Irish. You, I say, go about to take from their souls the

Catholic faith, which their fathers held, in which consists eternal

life ; truly you are more cruel than bears and lions. Who is it

that hath demolished all the temporalities of this flourishing

kingdom except the English? Look upon this and be ashamed
;

whereas on the other side we, commiserating the condition of the

Catholics here, have left our most sweet and happy country Spain,

that is replenished with all good things, being stirred with

their cries, which pierce the heavens, and have reached the ears of

the Pope, and of our king Philip."

Many of the Munster chiefs joined the English, amongst others

Cormac Mac Carthy, lord of Muskerry, while others came to

assist the Spaniards at Kinsale, of whom the principal man was
the valiant Donal O'Sullivan Beare, aided by Donogh and Fineen

O'Driscoll ; John O'Connor Kerry, with Fitzgerald, knight of

Kerry, Donal Mac Carthy, son of the earl of Clancare, and some
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After the Irish, and the small party of the

Spaniards who were along with them at that time,

of the king of Spain's people had been defeated

by the Enghsh, in the battle of Kinsale, on the 3rd

day of the month of January, as has been already

stated, O'Donnell, i. e. Hugh Roe, was seized with

of the Mae Carthys of Carberry, the adherents of Florence Mac
Carthy, and some of the O'Mahonys and O'Donovans of Carberry

j

but the Irish of Munster made only feeble efforts, being broken
down after Carew had taken the earl of Desmond and Florence
Mac Oarthy, and sent them prisoners to the Tower of London. The
lord deputy Mountjoy was at Kilkenny when the Spaniards
landed, on which he proceeded to Clonmel, and thence to Cork, to

concert measures with sirGeorge Carew, president of Munster, and
collect the English forces. On the 29th ofSeptember, Mountjoy,
accompanied by Carew, with a troop of horse, went to view Kin-
sale, and the Spanish fleet, and fix on a fit place for their camp.
About the 10th of October the English had collected all their

forces in Munster at Cork, under Mountjoy, Carew, sir Benjamin
Berry, &c., and the forces of the Pale, in Leinsler and Meath, un-
der the fnarshal sir Richard Wingfield, with those from Athlone
and the frontiers of Connaught, under sir John Barkley, serjeant-

major of the army, and those from Armagh, and other garrisons in

the Xorth, under sir Henry Danvers. On the 16th of October^
Mountjoy came with his forces from Cork, within five miles of*
Kinsale, at a place called Owney Buov, and on the 17 th the army
advanced and encamped within half-a-mile of the town, under the
hill of Knock-Iiohm, and commenced the siege, but afterwards re-

moved their camp to a hill called the Spiffle, north of the town.
The Spaniards were fortified in Kinsale, and also put garrisons in

two forts or castles at the entrance of the harbour, that on the
right being called Mincorrnny and the one on the left Cctstle-ni-

parh. The forces of Mountjoy, amounting at this time to about
7,000 men, commanded by various colonels, as sir Richard Wing-
field, sir John Barkley, sir William Godolphin, sir Arthur Savage,
sir Oliver St. John, sir Richard Percy, lord Audley, &c., with cap-
tains Blaney, Bodley, Taaffe, &c., incessantly continued the siege

against the Spaniards, who very valiantly made four or five sallies

or sorties on the English, in which great numbers were slain on
both sides. The artillery of the English, cannons and culverins,

constantly battered the castle of Rincorran, which at length sur-

rendered, on the 1st of November, and about 86 of the Spaniards,

with a multitude of Irish churls, says Morrison, and many women
and children, were made prisoners, but all the swordsmen escaped

to the town. The English forces at Kinsale, on tlie i/th of Octo-
ber, 1601, according to Morrison, amounted to6,900foot, and 611
horse, making 7,.511 men. On the 10th of November Donogh
O'Brien, earl of Thomond, came from England with 13 ships, and
1,000 men, but the Annals say he had 4,000, which included other

forces that came at the same time, for, on the 1 1 th, 2,000 foot and
100 horse, under sir Anthony Cook, landed at Waterford, accord-
ing to Cox and Morrison, and on the 12tb admirals Levison and
Preston arrived at Cork with 10 ships of war, from England, and
2,000 men. The fleets under these admirals, and the earl of Tho-
mond, brought artillery, arras, ammunition, provisions, and other

supplies. The forces of the earl ofThomond came toCastlehaven,
and thence to Kinsale, and those of Levison, Preston, and Cook,
were brought from Cork and Waterford to Kinsale, all to act

against the Spaniards. According to Morrison, the army at Kin-
sale, on the 20th of November, amounted toll ,800 foot, and 857
horse, thus making in all 12,6o7 men, and O'Conor says, in his

Military Memoirs, the English had 15,000 men at Kinsale.— Mor-
rison, vol. i. pp. 344, 362, 364, and vol. ii. pp. 6, 8. The foot

forces, under Mountjoy and Carew, were distributed into 11 regi-

ments, and commanded by 9 colonels. Mountjoy had 1,400 men,
commanded by his lieutenant sir Benjamin Berry, and Carew had
1,100 men; Richard Burke, earl of Clanrickard, had 1000; the

earl of Thomond, 1,000; sir Charles Wilmot, 1,000; sirOliver St.

great anger, anxiety, and anguish of mind, and he

could not repose or rest for the space of three days

and three nights afterwards, so that he despaired

of relief, and the resolution he came to, at the end

of that time, through the recommendation of

O'Neill, although it was with reluctance he ad-

vised him to it, was to depart from Ireland, and

John, 1,050; sir Christopher St. Lawrence, 1,050; sir Richard
Morrison, 1,100; sir Richard Percy, 950, and lord Audley 1100.

The cavalry was commanded by the marshal sir Richard Wingfield,

sir John Barkeley, sir Oliver Lambert, sir Garrett Moore, the earl

of Kildare, sir Edward Herbert, -sir Henry Poer, sir William Go-
dolphin, sir William Fortescue, sir Theobald Dillon, sir Thomas
Burke, and captains Bodley, Bostock, Esmond, Rotheram, Roe,

&c. The English actively continued the siege during the month
of November, the Spaniards making several sallies on them, and
severe skirmishes took place, in which great numbers were slain

on both sides ; the English artillery for a long time battered the

fortress of Castle-ni-park, and the walls of Kinsale, having about
20 pieces of artillery, but the Spaniards defended the town with

great valour, though they had only three or four cannons, the rest

of their guns being on board the ships driven by storm to Corunna.

In the mean time O'Donnell, having set out on his march to

Munster, about the beginning of November, the president Carew
was sent to intercept him in "Tipperary, with a force of about 5(JO0

men, horse and foot, under his own command, asisted by sir Char-
les Wilmot and sir Christopher St. Lawrence. About the middle

of November these forces advanced to Ardmaile, near Cashel, to

attack O'Donnell, who was at that time encamped near Holycross.

O'Donnell, in haste to relieve the Spaniards, did not wait to en-

counter Carew's forces, and having caused fires to be lighted in his

camp to deceive the enemy, he marched onward before day to the

defiles, by the Abbey of Owney, or Ahington, through O'Ryan's

country, and a sharp frost having set in at the time, he crossed the

Slieve Felim mountains, on the borders ofTipperary and Limerick,

towards the Shannon, and did not halt until he arrived at Croom.
The boggy mountains would have been impassable, were it not for

the frost that fortunately set in, and O'Donnell, with his hardy
soldiers, performed this astonishing march of 32 Irish miles, or

more than 40 English miles, in twenty-four hours, which, Carew
says, " was the greatest march with carriage that hath been heard

of." Carew advanced rapidly in pursuit of the Irish to Ahington,

but he there learned that O'Donnell was at Croom, on which Ca-
rew proceeded to Kilmallock, but says his labour was lost, and he

then returned to Kinsale. O'Donnell next marched into Kerry,

and thence to the county of Cork, and in December joined the

Spaniards at Castlehaven.

The siege of Kinsale was still carried on incessantly, and Castle-

ni-park was taken on the 20th of November; the Spaniards, as

usual, made several sallies, and many were slain on both sides. On
the 28th the English sent a Trumpet to summon the town to sur-

render, but he was not suffered to enter, and got his answer at the

gate, the Spaniards saying that they held the town, first for Christ,

and next for the king of Spain, and would defend it against all

enemies. The English on the 30th, having made a breach in the

walls, resolved on the 1st of December, says Morrison, " to give

the Spaniard a Bravado," and for this purpose 2,000 foot were se-

lected, under their chief commanders, and having advanced, had a
severe skirmish with the Spaniards, who were lodged in the

trenches outside, near the walls. In this conflict one of the Spa-
nish captains, named Don Pedro Morijon, displayed amazing bra-

very, and having walked across the breach animating his men,
sword in hand, sir Richard Wingfield caused many great and small

shot to be fired at him, and offered a reward of £20 to whoever
should hit him, but though many balls beat the dirt and stones in

his face and about his ears, yet he constantly stood his ground,

without receiving any hurt, to the end of the engagement, which
continued an hour, and the English then withdrew their forces,

after great numbers had been killed and wounded on each side.

4 IJ
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go to Spain to king Philip III., to request more

foi'ces and succours from him, for he was of opi-

nion that the king of Spain was the most likely

The English having resolved to erect an earthen fort or rath on

the west side nf tlie town, in which th^y would lodge toot forces lo

second their arliUerv, captain Bodly, the Trencli-mrister, captain

Bliiney, marshal Wingfield, and Mountjoy himself, iiaving en-

trenched their forces on the hill, began to cast up the fort during

the night, while the Spaniards, from their trenches, fired hotly

during the night on the men, guarding the pioneers, and on the

following day, the -ind of December, the Spaniards poured in their

small shot; but the English finished the fort, after many liad been

killed and wounded on l)Oth sides. On the night of the 3rd the

trenches where the cannon was planted, on the east side of the

town, were manned with Mountjoy's guards, under caj)taiii Blount,

with the companies of sir Thomas Burke, sir Benjamin Berry, and

captains Rotheram and Harvey ; and the fort newly erected on

the west side, near the town, between the two camps, in one of

which, called the great camp,.Mountjoy and the earl of Clanrick-

ard were lodged, and tlie earl of Thomond in the other, was man-
ned by the forces uniler captains Flower, Spencer, Dillon, Clare,

Boise, Masterson, &c., with those of sir Arthur Savage, sir John
Dowdall, sir William Warren, sir William Fortescue, sir Richard
Morrison, sir Francis Rush, sir Oliver St. John, and some of the

earl of Tliomond's troops ; and the cavalry was commanded by sir

William Godolphin and tlie earl of Claiirickard. On that night,

which was dark and rainy, the Spaniards, to the number of 2000,

made a powerful sally, directed chiefly against the platform and
battery, where the English artillery was planted on the east side,

and made determined efforts to force the place, and demolish

the gabions and trenches, being armed with all sorts of tools and
weapons, and with spikes and hammers, to cloy the cannon.

After a severe contest, the Spaniards took the fort on the west

side, hut it was retaken by the English. There were about 5000
men engaged on both sides in this conflict, which continued for a

long time, with great fury, and the Spaniards displayed the most
undaunted bravery ; according to Morrison 200 of the Spaniards

were slain, and the same number wounded, and there were at least

as many killed and wounded on the side of the English, with some
officers mentioned by Morrison.

On the 3rd of December, the six ships which had been driven

to Corunna by storm, and were under the command of the admiral

Don Pedro, arrived at Castlehaven, about 20 miles from Kirisale,

with a force of 700 men, or 1000, according to some accounts, with

arms, artillery, Sec. ; the fleet \\'as commanded by admiral Siriago,

and the forces by Don Alonzo del Campo, some of these forces

took j)OSsession of the fortress of Castlehaven, which belonged to

Donogh O'DriscoU, chief of that district, and they were joined by
five brothers of the O'Driscolls. Fineeen O'DriscoU gave a party
of the Spaniards his castle of Baltimore, and Donal O'Sullivan

Beare gave another party of tiiem his strong castle of Dunboy, at

Bearehaven. The English admiral, sir Richard Levison, was sent

with six ships from Kinsale to attack the Spaniards at Castlehaven,
where he arrived on tiie morning of the 0th of December, and had
a sharp action with the Spanish ships, and the forces in the castle.

Morrison, as usual, claims the victory for the English ; but it ap-
appears they had the worst of it, and Levison returned to Kinsale
the next day ; this engagement continued part of two days, and
the English lost aliout 300 men, though Mac Geoghegan says 57o
of the English forces were slain. A Scottish ship commanded by
one David High, of Leith, was engaged by the Spaniards at Co-
runna, but was separated by storm from those which arrived at
Castlehaven, and came to Kinsale ; the Scotch captain, instead of
conveying the Spaniards to their own countrymen, betrayed and
delivered them into the hands of the English. This ship contained
25 ton of bread, and 6 butts of wine, and there were about 85
Spaniards on board, who were sent prisoners to England. The
siege of Kinsale was still actively continued, and Morrison men-
tions a curious incident which occurred at this time, that Don
Juan de Aquila sent a challenge to lord Mountjoy, that the ques-
tion between England and Spain should be decided between them

person to relieve him, and likewise the most dis-

posed to aid all those who fought on behalf of the

Roman Catholic religion, and moreover, on ac-

hy single combat, but the offer of the valiant Spaniard was declin-
ed by Mountjoy, who absurdly alleged, as oneof his reasons, that
the Roiminlsts were forbidden by tlie council of Trent from fight-

ing single combat, and that Don Juan had therefore no right to

challenge him. Mountjoy appears to have had no great taste for

single combats, and heatid Carew were far more expert in attempts
to get their opponents betrayed or assassinated, as, for instance,

when Mountjoy offered a reward of one thousand pounds for the
head of O'Neill ; and Carew, by large bribes, got the earl of
Desmond and Florence Mac Carthy betrayed into his hands.
.\bout the 7th of December, O'Donnell's forces joined the Spaniards
at Castlehaven, and news arrived on the 8th, says Morris(m, that
O'Neill was advancing towards Kinsale, on which the English
more strongly fortified their camp. The siege was constantly
continued during the month of December, amidst violent storms
of wind and rain; and on many niglits there was terrific thunder
and lightning, a thing very unusual at that season, the horrors of
the scene being thus heightened by the awful fury of the elements,
the fire, and roar of artillery, alternating with flashes of lightning,

and loud thunder. The Spaniards, as usual, made several sallies

during this period, with great bravery, and many fell on each side.

On the 21st t)'NeiII shewed himself, with all his forces, horse and
foot, on a hill northward, within about a mile or two of Kinsale,

near the river Owney Buoy, and a place called Belgoley.
Battle of Kinsale.—On the news of the arrival of the Spaniards

at Kinsale, O'iVeill and O'Donnell actively collected their forces

to come to their assistance, those heroic chiefs and their hardy
soldiers undertaking this arduous expedition of more than 200
miles to .Munster, in the depth of winter, by bad roads, and over
bogs, morasses, and mountains. The chiefs under O'Donnell,
according to the Pacata, and other accounts, were his brother
Rory, Felim O'Dogherty, Mac Sweeny of Tuath, O'Boyle and
others, in Donegal ; Brian O'Rourke of Leitrim ; the two Mac
Donoghs of Corran in Sligo, and the brother of O'Conor Sligo

;

the two O'Conors Roe, Conor Mac Dermott of Moylurg, and
O'Beirne of Roscommon, O'Kelly, and the two O'Flahertys, Wil-
liam and Redmond Burke, and Hugh Mostian, from Galway ; and
in Munster he was joined by Thomas Fitzraaurice, lord of Kerry,
the Fitzgeralds, knights of Kerry and Glynn, and Derniod Mao!
Mac Carthy of Carberry, brother of Florence. O'Donnell's forces

amounted to 2,.j00 men. The cliiefs who came with O'Neill were
the O'Neills and OHagans of Tyrone ; Randal Mac Sorley and
otiiers, of the Mac Donnells of Antrim ; the Magennises of i3own

;

the Mac Canns of Armagh ; the Mac Mahons of Monaghnn ; Con-
stautine .Maguire of Fermanagh, with some of the O'Reillys of

Cavan ; captain Richard Tyrrell, John Fitzgerald, brother of the

earl of Desmond, and Pierce Lacy. O'Neill's forces were about
4000, and the entire of the Irish forces, according to Mori'ison and
the Pacata, were 6000 foot and .''jOO horse, with about 300 of the
Spaniards from Castlehaven under Don .\lon20 del Camj)0, and
O.'Sullivan Beare. The English forces at Kinsale as before stated,

according to Morrison, amounted to 12,000 men, in the latter end
of November ; but making allowance for those killed and wounded
since that time, at the siege, or who died of disease, they had at

least 10,000 men at the battle of Kinsale, thouuh Morrison, with
his usual veracity, make them only (i,000, and says thatonly about
2000 of them were engaged in this battle, which statement Is a

most glaring falsehood. The Irish army was encamped on tiie

21st, north of Kinsale, about a mile I'rom the English camp.
O'Neill and O'Donnell were advised by de Aquila to make an attack

by night on the English camp, and that he and his Spaniards

would sally out from Kinsale, and assault them simultaneously on
the other side. It appears O'Neill was averse to this plan, and
gave his advice not to come to an engagement, but to hem In the

English, and cut off their supplies, and thus reduce them, by

famine and disease, which had already set In amongst them ; but

O'Donnell was of a contrary oplidon, and considered himself bound

in honor to meet the wishes of the Spaniards, and was resolved
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count of his alliance with the Irish, from their

having originally comefromSpaintoinvade Ireland,

as recorded in the book called the Book of Inva-

imrnediately to attack the English. According to the Pacata,
Brian Mac Hii^li Ojje Mac Mahon, whose son had i)een a
page with the president Carew in Eneland, some years before,

sent, on tlie 22nd, a boy to captain WilliamTaafe, requesting
him to procure a bottle of nqitd vtfte, or nsquebaugli, front

Carew, wliich he sent him for old acquaintance sake. On
the 2nrd Mac Mahon sent the same messenger, thanking Ca-
rew for his present, and at the same time sent him a letteradvising

him to stand well on bis guard the following night, for that he was
present at a council, wherein it was resolved that the English
camp should be assaulted the next night, by the Irish and Spa-
niards, therefore RIountjoy and Carew were perfectly prepared for

tiie expected surprise ; besides, it is stated, that on the 2.3rd, a
letter was intercepted from De Aquila to O'Neill, advising the
attack. It was determined on to assault the English camp on the

23rd, but it appears tliere was some misunderstanding between
O'Neill and O'Donnell, as to which should have the honor of lead-

ing the vanguard ; however, it was finally agreed upon that cap-
tain Tyrrell should lead the van, O'Neill the centre, and O'Don-
nell the rear. It was intended to attack the English early in the
night, hut, from the great darkness, the Irish forces missed their

way, and did not come up to the camp 'till near day-break on the

24th. Tile English forces were commanded by Mountjoy himself,

Carew, the earls of Thomond and Clanrickard, the marshal Wing-
fieid, sir Richard Percy, sir Charles \Vihnot, sir Christopher St.

Laurence, sir Richard Greame, sir Benjamin Berry, sir Richard
Morrison, lord Audley, sir Oliver St. John, sir Henry Folliott, sir

John Harkley, sir Samuel Bagnall, sir Henry Poer, sir Henry
Danvers, sir \V'illiani Godolphin, sir Francis Rush, and captains

Fleming, Taafe, Roper, Roe, and many other officers. The battle

commenced near a ford and some boggy ground, and continued

but about an hour, when the Irish suddenly gave way, some of

their troops having been seized with a panic, partly caused it ap-

pears, according to Morrison, by the blowing up of a gunpowder
bag, and I)eing thus repulsed, they could not again be rallied, by
all the eiForts of O'Neill, O'Donnell, and Tyrrell, who displayed

their usual determined bravery, and retreated in good order, and
the English were deterred from the pursuit for fear of an ambus-
cade. On the side of the English sir Richard Greame was killed,

and Danvers, Godolphin, and other officers were wounded, but few
of their men fell, according to Morrison ; while, he says, I,2U0 of

the Irish were slain, and many hundreds wounded; but the Irish

were however completely defeated, and it appears probable that

about 1000 of them, and 200 of the English, fell in this battle.

It is stated by Morrison and Carew that the earl of Clanrickard

was nearly killed, several shots having passed through his clothes,

and they say, " no man did bloody his sword more than his lord-

ship that day, and with his own hand he killed about 20 Irish

kerne, and cried out to spare no reliel ;" and Carew says, *' he
would suffer no prisoners to be taken, but bade them kill the re-

bels." Some of the Irish chiefs taken prisoners offered great ran-

soms, but Carew says, when brought to the camp, they were ail

hanged ; the Spanish captain Alonzo del Campo was taken pri-

soner, but not put to death ; according to Morrison, the following

chiefs were slain on the side of O'Neill, namely, Torlogh O'lla-

gan ; Kedagh, Donal, Rory, and Colla Mac Donnell ; Mulmora
O'Hagherty; three chiefs of the O'Neills, and five of the Mac
Canns. It appears the Spaniards in Kinsale, through some mis-

management, were not engaged in this ill-concerted attack, but,

on tlie 25th and 26th, they made some sallies from the town. In

Morrison, and in the Pacata, is mentioned a singular prophecy

respecting the battle of Kinsale ; Carew says the earl of 'I'homond

often told him, that in an old book of Irish prophecies which he

had seen, it was said that, towards the latter days, there would

be a battle fought near Kinsale, between the English and Irish,

in which the former would be victorious ; and Morrison says, that

on the day of the battle, an old written book was shewn to Monnt-
oy wherein was a prophecy naming the ford and hill where the

sions. Having determined on that resolution, the

persons he selected to accompany him on that mis-

sion were, Redmond Burke, the son of John; cap-

battle was fought, and foretelling the overthrow of the Irish at
that place ; in this prophecy it was also nientiimed, that when the
three Hughs were conquered in Munster, Ireland would be lost.

These were Hugh O'Neill, carl of Tyrone, Red Hugh O'Donnell,
and Hugh Maguire, who was killed in combat with Warham St.

Leger. The Irish, from some unaccountable cause, never fought
so badly before, and it appears tliere was no proper concert be-
tween them and the Spaniards in Kinsale. Besides, it is to be
observed, that as the earl of Desmond and Florence Mac Carthy,
tiiechief leaders of the Munster Irish, were subdued and sent pri-

soners to the Tower, and O'Brien of Thomond being joined with
the English, the Munstermen were at this time broken down, and
gave but feeble support to the Irish of the North. Many of the

Irish chiefs had been gained over by the artful policy of Mount-
joy and Carew, and they used every effort to sow discord and dis-

sension amongst the rest. Carew says, in the Pacata, " as for

Fiiieen O'Driscoll, and the Irish in these parts, they are become
so well divided amongst one another, and are fallen to preying and
killing each other, in such a manner, as we are of opinion will

greatly avail to the quieting of those parts;" and again he says,
" and also it was thought no ill policy to make the Irish draw
blood, one upon another, whereby their private quarrels might
advance the jiublic service." But this policy was of older

date than the time of Carew, for in the state papers of the
reign of Henry the 8th, the following passage occurs in a
letter of the king to his lord deputy :

" Now, at the beginning,

politic practices may do more good than exploit of war, till such
time as the strength of the Irish enemy shall be enfeebled and
diminished, as well by getting their captains from them, as by
putting division among them, so that they join not together."

Even Leiand admits, in his history, that had the Irish chiefsacted

with unanimity and concert, they could, by a simultaneous effort,

ha\ e easily, at any period, annihilated tlie English power in Ire-

land ; and no doubt O'Neill and O'Donnell would have wrested
Ireland from the English, had the men of the other provinces made
such energetic efforts as the Ultonians. The battle of Kinsale was
fought on the 24th of December, 1601, old style ; but, on the 3rd
of January, according to the Annals, which is the same date

reckoning by the new style. The Annalists sorrowfully record the

subjugation of the Irish, and Taafe, alluding to this period, thus

pathetically laments their fall ; " Melodious lyre of Inisfail, strike

mournful notes. The heroes who delighted in thy festive strains,

and cherished thy muse, are hastening to the last act of the fatal

tragedy, which closes with their utter overthrow, saddened by ca-

lamities unequalled, by desolation and ruin. A nation patriarchal

in its recorded antiquity, in its constitution, laws, manners, and

customs, is on the point of extermination ; or, if a remnant is to

survive slaughter and famine, 'tis only to irretrieveable degrada-

tion." After the defeat at Kinsale, O'Neill rapidly jiroceeded

through the counties of Cork, Limerick, and Tipperary, and thence

through the Pale, to Meath and Ulster. The Tirconnallians, under

Rory O'Donnell, accompanied O'Neill to Meath, and then pro-

ceeded on their way to North Connaught, through Westmeath,
where they were attacked at Ballymore, Lough Seudy, by the

Anglo-Irish ; but, according to Mac Geoghegan, they were de-

feated by O'Donriell's cavalry, and 200 of them slain.

On theSlst ofDecember, Don Juan sent proposalsof capitulation

to Mountjoy, and on the 2nd of January, old style, or the 12th

new style, the terms were agreed to, which were very honourable

to the Spaniards, who were to evacuate Kinsale with colours fly-

ing, and with their arms, ammunition, money, and all other valu-

able articles, and to be sent back safe to Spain, on giving up their

other garrisons at Dunboy, Baltimore, and Castlehaven. Thus
terminated the remarkable seige of Kinsale, which had continued

from the 17th of October to that time, a period of more than 10
weeks. During the siege, the Spaniards displayed great bravery,

and about 1000 of them were slain in the many sallies and sorties

made by them against the English, and in the assaults and attacks

4 u 2
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tain Hugh Mostian, the son of Robert ; Flaithri,

the son of Fithil O'Maolconrj', a worthy Father of

the order of St Francis, who was a spiritual friend

of his, and some others of his own faithful friends

besides. When that resolution was made known

to all in general, most mournfid and melancholy

were the clapping of hands, the excessive sorrowful

weeping, and the loud lamentations and wailing

which prevailed throughout O'Donnell's camp at

that time ; and they had cause for that, bad they

known it at the time, for they did not ever again

behold their leader, and lord of their country, to

rule over them as prince in the island of Eire.

P'Donnell and his brave companions took shipping

at Cuan-an-Chaislein (Castlehaven, in Cork), on the

6th day of the month of January, and the first fa-

vourable breeze of wind which came having wafted

them over the vast stormy ocean, they entered port

on the 14th day of the samemonth, in the vicinity of

Corunna, a noble town in the kingdom of Gallicia,

in Spain, where lay Tor-Breogain (the Tower of

Breogan), called Brigantia, which had been built

in former times by Breogan, the son of Bratha, and

from thence the sons of Milesius of Spain, the son

of Bile, son of Breogan, had come, on their first

invasion of Ireland against the Tuatha-Dedanan.

When O'Donnell landed at Corunna, he proceeded

through the town, and went to see the Tower of

Breogan, and he was happy at his having landed

in that place, for he deemed it an omen of great

prosperity to him to be wafted to the place from

which his ancestors had formerly gained strength

and power over Ireland. After having rested him-

self for a short time at Corunna, he proceeded to

where the king was, in Castilla (Castile), for it was

there he happened to have been at that time, in the

city called Samora (Zamora), where he was then

on his progress through his kingdom. O'Donnell

having appeared before the king, he went on his

knees in his presence, and he made his submission

and obeisance to him, as was due to his majesty,

and he would not rise until the king granted him

made by the English on the town. The Enslish lost at least 4000
men in this siege, about lOUO of whom were killed by the Spa-
niards, and the rest died of disease. According to Carew and
Morrison, the S])aniards, who returned from Ireland, were 2,070,
from Kinsale, and 415 from Baltimore and Castlehaven, which,
with those from other places, made in all 3U2.5, besides captains
and other officers, priests, and a great number of Irish.

On tlie 28th of December, or (ith of January, N. S. the admiral
Don Pedro or Siriago, sailed from Castlehaven for Spain, accom-

his three requests ; the first of these was, to send

an army with him to Ireland, with the necessary

supplies and arms for the expedition, as soon as

prepared; the second was, that none of the nobles

of his blood, of the free-born clans, might be ap-

pointed to sway or power over himself or his suc-

cessors, should the king's majesty assume authority

and power over Ireland ; and the third request

was, that the rights of his ancestors might not

at any time be reduced or diminished, on him-

self or on his successors, in any place where his

ancestors had strength and power before that

time in Ireland. All these were granted him

by the king, and he received great respect from

him, so great an honour probably'as none of the

Irish ever received in the latter times from any

other king. O'Donnell having transacted his af-

fairs with the king, he was recommended by the

king to go back to Corunna, and remain there un-

til all things should be ready for his return ; this

he accordingly did, and he remained there until

the month of August following. It was an anguish

of heart and a tribulation of mind to O'Donnell,

the length of time that the Irish were unrelieved

or unaided by him ; and as he considered it too

long that the army which had been promised him

was not mustered together, he prepared again to

go before the king, to learn what retarded or delay-

ed the forces which he had promised, and when he

arrived at the town called Simancas, two leagues

from the king's court at VaUadolid, God per-

mitted, and the ill fate, misfortune, ciu-se, and

malediction attending the island of Heremon and

the Gadelians of fair Banba (Ireland) would have

it, that O'Donnell took a disease and his death

sickness, and after being confined seventeen days

to his bed, he died at the end of that time, on the

1 0th day of September precisel}', in a house be-

longing to the king of Spain, at that town of Si-

mancas, after having mourned his faults and im-

perfections, after a rigid repentance of his sins and

transgressions, after making an unreserved confes-

panied by Red Hugh O'Donnell, Hugh Mostian, Redmond Burke,

and others, and a list of a great number of the Irish who after-

wards went to Spahi along with de Aquila is given in the Paeata.

On the Oth of January, Mountjoy came to Cork, accompanied by

Don Juan, and the Spaniards having surrendered Kinsale, Castle-

haven, Baltimore, Dunboy, &c., a great number of them sailed

from Kinsale on the SOth of February, and the remainder of them

sailel from the same harbour, for Spain, on the 16th of March,

under Don Juan de Aquila.
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sion to his spiritual friends, after receiving the

body and blood of Christ, and after extreme unc-

tion, as was meet, at the hands of his own spiritual

advisers, and his own learned divines. Father Flai-

thri O'Maolconry, O'Donnell's confessor and spi-

ritual adviser, and who was afterwards archbishop

ofTuam, and Father Maurice Ulltach (O'Dunlevy)

the son of Donogh, a poor friar of the order of St.

Francis, from the conventual monastery of Done-

gal, and who was of O'Donnell's household. His

corpse was conveyed, in a covered burial carriage,

to the king's coiu-t at Yalladolid, surrounded by

immense numbers of the state officers, counsellors,

and the king's guards, with luminous lamps, and

beautifully brilliant torches of wax, lighted on each

side of him ; he was afterwards buried at the mo-
naster)' of St. Francis, exactly in the chancel, with

great honours and solemnity, and more magnifi-

cence than ever any of the Irish had been interred

before. Masses, and many hymns, chaunts, and

melodious canticles, were celebrated and sung for

the good of his soul, and prayers, as meet, were of-

fered up to God for him. Alas ! mournful to many
was the untimely loss of him who departed, for he

was the chief head of the conference, council, and

consultation of the most of the men of Ireland, ei-

ther in peace or war ; he was a powerful and boun-

teous lord, with the authority of a prince to main-,

tain the laws ; a lion in strength and might, of

determination and command in word and action,

so that truly he durst not be disobeyed, for what-

ever he ordered to be done, should be promptly

executed, according as he directed it by his word
;

a dove in meekness and mildness to the religious

orders, clei'gy, and learned men, and to every one

not opposed to him, and who rendered him obe-

dience ; a man who spread the fear and terror of

his name amongst all persons far and near, and

whom no man could terrify ; a lord who was the

expeller of insurgents, and destroyer of malefac-

tors; who exalted the sons of life, and executed

the sons of death ; a man who did not suffer any

injury, injustice, or insult offered him to pass un-

4. Death of O'Donnell.—Ample accounts of the renowned Red
Hugh O'DonnoIl have been given in the course of these Annals,
and in the Pacata Hibernia, some particulars are given of his

arrival and reception in Spain. An interesting Life of O'Donnell
will he found in tho Antiquarian Researches of the learned sir ^\'iI-

liam Bethain. Tlie day after O'Donnell's arrival at Corunna, on
the lotii of January, he was noi)ly received by tliecountofCaracena,
governor of Gallicia, who invited him to lodge in his own mansion,

punished, but quickly took satisfaction, and was

avenged ; a determined, fierce, and bold invader of

districts ; a warlike, predatory, and desolating des-

poiler of distant territories ; a persevering, indomi-

table, and stern destroyer, who subdued both the

English and Irish who opposed him ; one who did

not neglect, during life, to perform every duty be-

coming a prince ; a sweet-sounding trumpet ; a

man of superior understanding, eloquence, wisdom

and counsel, and of so agreeable a countenance,

that he captivated every one who beheld him ; a

promised fulfiUer of prophecy, who had been truly

foretold in verse by prophets, long before his birth,

and particularly by the holy Saint Columkille, the

son of Felim, who said as follows

:

" A man of exalted fame shall come
Who will cause mournful weeping in every country

j

He will be the pious chief,

And shall rule as prince for ten years."

Moiu-nful was the condition of the men of Ireland,

after the death of O'Donnell, for their energy and

spirit were broken down ; they exchanged their

courage for cowardice, their magnanimity for weak-

ness of mind, and their pride for servility ; their

success, bravery, valour, chivalry, triumph, and

battle-sway forsook them after hia death; they

gave up all hopes of relief, so that the greater part

of them were obliged to seek refuge amongst ene-

mies and strangers, while others of them were

scattered and dispersed, not only throughout Ire-

land, but through foreign countries in general, as

poor, indigent, wretched wanderers, and other par-

ties of them sold their military services to foreign-

ers, so that immense numbers of the free-born

noble sons of the men of Ireland were slain and

destroyed in various, distant, foreign countries
;

and strange places, and unhereditary grave-yards

became their burial grounds, in consequence ofthe

death of that one man who departed from them.

But in short it would be too tedious, and impossi-

ble to enumerate or relate all the great evils that

sprung and became permanently established in the

Island of Eire, through the death of Red Hugh
O'Donnell at that time.''

where he remained till the 27th, when he departed, accompanied
by the count and many captains, and, according to the Pacata, " Ca-
racena evermore gave O'Donnell the right hand, which within his

government he would not have done to the greatest duke in Spain"

;

and at his departure he presented O'Donnell with one thousand du-
caLs ; he lay tliat night at Santa Lucia, and Caracena returned. The
next day O'Donnell proceeded to the city of Compostella, where he
was received with magnificence by the prelates, citizens, and clergy.
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The Irish having dispersed, after the battle of

Kinsale, as we have before stated, the lord justice,

the president (of Munster), the earl ofThomond,

and the earl of Clanrickard, with the conimanders

of the English forces in general, put on the reso-

lution of attacking Kinsale, to take it by entering

the gates and battered breaches which were made

by the foreign immense great ordnance which they

had with them, for shooting and firing on the town,

from the first day they encamped before it till that

day. When Don John heard of that affair, and

learned that the Irish, to whom he had come, and

from whom he expected relief, had dispersed and

left him in the confined place and close prison in

which he was, and that it was not in his power to

return back to his friends, or to go forward against

his enemies, on account of their immense and vast

numbers, and the excellence of their defence, and

watching by day and night, the resolution he came

to was, to send a messenger to the lord justice, the

president, the earl of Clanrickard, the earl of Tho-

mond, and the commanders of the army, to inform

them that he would surrender to the lord justice,

and those lords, on conditions that his people should

be allowed to remain in the town till the festival

of St. Patrick following, with permission forhismen

to go in and come out along with the queen's peo-

ple indiscriminately, and likewise to be allowed to

receive their money, their supplies, and every thing

they required, should relief or aid come to them

from the king of Spain during that time ; that the

lord justice should be bound to let Don John at

large among his people ; that the lord justice and

these lords should have him conveyed back to

Spain, and that Don John would send back safe

to Ireland the ships which were to convey him.

The terms of the dispatch were well received by

the lord justice, and the nobles in general, and

and having visited the Archbishop, he prayed him to lodge in his

own palace, which O'Donnell respectfully declined, and on the

29th, the Archbishop celebrated mass, with pontifical solemnity,
and administered the sacrament to O'Donnell ; and he feasted
him at dinner in his palace, with great magnificence, and on his

departure presented Lira, as Caracena had done, with one thousand
ducats. The king (Philip III), having heard of O'Donnell's arri-

val, wrote to Caracena concerning his reception, and the affairs of
Ireland; and, says the Pacata, "which was one of the most
gracious letters ever a king directed, and stated that he would en-
danger his kingdom to succour the Catholics of Ireland to their
content, for the perfecting whereof great preparations were in

hand." O'Donnell, accompanied by Father Florence Conry, after-
wards Archbishop of Tuam, Redmond Burke, Hugh Mostian, and

their proposals were agreed to. After the condi-

tions were ratified, and confirmed by both parties,

Don John came to the lord justice, and was ho-

nourably received by the lord justice, and the

nobles who were along with him; the lord justice,

the president, and Don John, proceeded to' Cork,

and all returned to theirhomes afterwards. As to the

earl of Thomond, he came to his country, after

having been a long time absent from it in England,

and in the camp at Kinsale, and he was not long

at rest after arriving in his estate, when he attack-

ed the gentlemen who were spoiling and plunder-

ing his country, since the time they heard that Don
John had come to Ireland till that hour, and of those

were Torlogh, the son of Mahon, l^on of Torlogh,

son of Mahon O'Brien, and Conor, the son of Do-

nal, son of Mahon, son of Bryan O'Brien ; these

were obliged to deliver up the castles of Derry-

owen and Baile-an-Chaislein (in Clare), which were

in their possession, and to which some of the wan-

derers and helpless people of the country were in

the habit of coming, to upright people, who were

not disposed to plunder the country by means of

them ; a promise of protection, and a fortnight's

respite, was obtained for them from the earl, to

take leave of their friends, and quit the country, on

condition that they would not return back again

.without the permission of the lord justice, and of

the council. As to these gentlemen, before the

period of their protection expired, they prepared

to leave the country, and they proceeded through

Clan-Cuilein, until they arrived at Killaloe, from

whence they crossed the Shannon into Ara (in

Tipperary), and they resolved to stay that night in

the district of Ara. When the sons of Torlogh

Carrach, son of Torlogh, son of Murtogh, son of

Donal, son of Teige O'Brien, namely, Donogh and

Donal, who were acting on behalf of the queen.

nine other Irish gentlemen, proceeded to the city of Zamnra,

where the king then was, and they were all most graciously re-

ceived by his majesty, who promised the Irish nation every possi-

ble aid. O'Donnell then returned to Corunna, and this heroic

chieftain was every where received with the highest honours, in

the land of his Milesian ancestors. During the Spring and Sum-
mer, he made energetic efforts to hasten the forces for Ireland,

and for this purpose resolved again to visit tbe king, hut when he

reached Simancas, about two leagues from the city of Valladolid,

wiieie the court was then held, he was seized with fever, or some

severe disease, of which he died on the 10th of September, Ui02, in

the 29th year of his age, and thus terminated the career of that

heroic chief, whose loss was irreparable to his country.
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heard that they had so arrived in the country, while

no longer protected by the earl's promise, and not

having the word of the sovereign, or of any other

person, they attacked them in every place they

wei-e, and took them prisoners, except Torlogh, the

son of Mahon O'Brien, who had gone, after taking

his dinner, to the dense intricate woods, and the

rugged-topped hills, to protect himself against his

enemies. The chiefs taken there were Conor, son

of Do'ial, son of Mahon O'Brien, Bryan Ballach,

son of jNIahon, and Tiege UUtach, son of Mahon
O'Brien, together with those who happened to be

along with them ; after being taken prisoners, they

were brought back bound in fetters to the earl at

Killaloe, and tliey were hanged in couples, face to

face, on the nearest trees to them. After the earl

dispersed and put to death those gentlemen and

insurgents, he went to Limerick and from thence

to Cork, to the lord justice, and the lord justice

commanded the earl to march to Beare, with three

thousand soldiers along with him, to see if he could

get an opportunity of attacking O'SuUivan Beare,

and the gentlemen who were along- with him. uame-

ly, a party of the Mac Carthys, captain Tyrrell,

Fitzmaurice of Kerry, O'Conor (Kerry), and the

knight of the Glynn. The earl did not neglect

that command, but proceeded onward, without

stopping or halting, until he arrived at the monas-

tery of Bantry, in the estate of the sons of Owen
O'Sullivan, and the sons of Owen were aiding the

earl against O'Sullivan, for O'Sullivan had taken

Dunboy and Beare from their father by the deci-

sionof the council both here and beyond (in Ireland

and England), and he was asserting that the rents

of Bantry were his by right. The place where

O'Sullivan and his forces were then was, at Ceim-

an-Ghabhair, between the army on that side, and

the entrance to Beare ; that place was a common
way to enter the country, and it was intricate and

narrow for the great army of the queen to pass

through, even was there no cutting of \\oods or of

earthen trenches, or no people, ordnance, or force

planted there to oppose them, as was the case at

that time, to defend the pass against them. The
earl remained nearly a week in the monastery of

Bantry, while negociations were carried on between

himself and O'Sidlivan, and as they did not meet

each other, and that it was not easy for the earl or

the army to assault or attack that narrow pass, the

earl left a garrison of soldiers on Oilen-Faoit

(Whiddy-Island, in the bay of Bantry), against

O'Sullivan, and he himself returned to Cork to

join the lord justice.

Teige Caoch, son of Torlogh, son of Bryan, son

of Donogh Mac Mahon, was accidentally killed

with the shot ofa ball by his own son, at Beare, in

the month of May of this year, which happened in

the following manner. The president (Carew), the

earl of Thomond, the governor of Kerry, i. e. sir

Charles AVilmott, and such ofthe lords ofMunster
as were aiding the sovereign, all marched against

Beare and O'Sullivan. It happened that Teige

Caoch seized a merchant-ship at sea before that

time, and O'Sullivan asked Teige for the use of
that ship, to send it to Spain, to request relief

from the king of Spain, before the queen's army
should come to attack him ; Teige told him he
would not give him the ship, as he had no means
of defending or protecting himself but the ship,

and having so said, he sent his own- son, and some
other guards along with him to defend the ship.

O'Sullivan went into a boat to seize on the ship by
force, and Teige happened to be along with him
in the boat at that time ; Teige called out to his

son Torlogh and the guards to fire on O'Sullivan

and his people, which they accordingly did, and,

above all the firing which took place between them,

Torlogh hit Teige with the shot of a ball in the up-

per part of his breast, and he died on the eighth

day after that. That Teige was lord of western

Corcabaiscin (barony of Moyarta, in Clare), until

he was deposed and expelled from his patrimony

by the earl of Thomond, three years before that

time, when he was killed, as we have stated. There

was not a barony in Ireland but that Teige would
be a lord full worthy of it, in manual action, in

bounty, in purchasing of wine, horses, and mer-

chandize, and had he an estate or inheritance, the

person by whom he was killed would be his right-

ful heir to succeed him.

As to the earl ofThomond, after he had gone to

Cork to the lord justice, the resolution that the

lord justice came to was, that the earl should return

back again with forces to the island on which he

had left the garrison before that, viz., the Island of

Whiddy, and he sent a fleet with ordnance round
by sea, which arrived in the vicinity of Dun-Baoi
(Dunboy), and having entered port, they took an
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island called Baoi-Bheire the (island of Beare),

and they slew the guards of it, along with their

captain, Richard, the son of Rossa, son of Connla

Mac Geoghegan, which happened as follows. The

crews of the fleet, having landed their arms and

ordnance at Dunboy, took it by constructing a

well-fortified defensive ditch, and a very strong

5. Siege of Dunhny.—-A full account of this remarkable siese

is given in the Pacata Hibeniia, and in Mac Geoghegan ; in the

Pacata plates are given, representing the siege and the strong

castle of Dunboy, which was situated at Bearehaven, in the county

of Cork, and was the principal fortress of the O'Siillivans, lords of

Beare. The celebrated chief Donal O'SuIlivan Beare, having de-

livered his castle of Dunboy to the Spaniards, under Don Juan de

Aquila, with whom he entered into alliance, he was highly indig-

nant when he learned that Don Juan, on the capitulation of Kinsale,

had agreed to surrender it to the English. O'SuIlivan was lodged

in the castle, along with his Spanish friends, and having resolved to

recover the castle from them, he put his plan into execution about

the'20th of February, and in the dead of night, when the Spaniards

were soundly sleeping, he had a hole broke in the wall, through

which 80 of his men entered, whom he had ready outside. In the

morning the Spanish captain, Don Francesco de Savedra, finding

himself surprised, had no remedy but submit, particularly as he
was informed by Father Archer, a Jesuit, one of O'Sullivan's

friends, that O'SuIlivan had a force of 1000 men near the castle,

under his friends Fitzmaurice, lord of Kerry, Donal Mac Carthy,

captain Richard Tyrrell, and William Burke. The Spaniards at-

tempted some resistance, and shot two or three of the Irish, but

they were all disarmed by O'Sullivan's men, and he kept the cap-

tain, with a few of their best men and gunners, and sent the rest

to Baltimore, to be embarked for Spain. O'SuIlivan seized all the

ordnance, arras, ammunition and provisions, and made every pre-

paration to fortify his castle against the English ; he wrote letters,

which are given in the Pacata, to the king of Spain, the count of

Caracena, &c., justifying his conduct, and saying he held the cas-

tle for the king of Spain, and in one of his letters he says, " his

ancestors had maintained the credit and calling of great gentlemen

for 2,600 years, since their first coming out of Spain." On the

9th of March, the president Carew sent the earl of Thomond with

2,500 men, into Carberry and Beare, " to view in what manner the

castle of Dunboy was fortified, of the incredible strength whereof
much was noised." The earl marclied with his forces to the abbey
of Bantry, but Tyrrell and his men, being posted in the mountains

of Beare, he feared, says Carew, " that he could not advance fur-

ther without apparent danger." The heroic Tyrrell, a man of

peerless valour, fought in almost all the battles during this war, in

alliance with O'Neill, and was one of the most formidable com-
manders the English had encountered. The earl of Thomond re-

turned to Cork, but, according to Mac Geoghegan, he left a large

force on Whiddy Island, under sir John Dowdall, lord Barry, cap-
tain Flower, and other officers, but they were expelled from the

island some time afterwards by O'SuIlivan. Carew himself,

having resolved to besiege Dunboy, marched from Cork on the

2-3rd of April, with 3000 men, accompanied by the earl of Tho-
mond, and they were afterwards joined by the forces of sir

Charles Wilmot from Kerry. The English advanced to Bantry, in

May, and the crafty Carew with his usual policy, preferring to

gain his points by bribery instead of fighting, he had a letter pri-

vately conveyed (by Owen O'SuIlivan, a chief who was opposed to

O'SuIlivan Beare), to the Spaniards at Dunboy, persuading them
to abandon O'SuIlivan, but they honourably refused his offers.

On the 3l9t of May, the English forces were landed on Beare
island, and, by the contrivance of Carew, an interview took place

on tlie island between the earl of Thomond, and captain Richard
Mac Geoghegan, a chief of Westmeath,who, from his distinguished
valour, was appointed by O'SuIlivan constable of his castle at

Dunboy. The earl of Thomond, by Carew's instructions, en-
deavoured to induce Mac Geoghegan to betray the castle into the
hands of the English; but all their offers were scorned by that

trench, in order to fire on the castle with the ord-

nance, and having continued firing on it for a con-

siderable time, they demolished and razed the

castle to the ground, and slew the guards, and
such of them as had not been slain were hanged
in couples by the earl of Thomond.'^

After that castle had been taken from O'SuIlivan,

faithful commander, and Carew says, "all the eloquence and arti-

fice which the earl could use availed nothing." The fleet from
Cork had arrived some time before to co-operate with Carew, and
having brought large supplies of artillery, ammunilion, and provi-

sions, the siege was commenced with great vigour. The English

were posted on the great and little island, and on the main land
near the castle, which they commenced to batter with 7 pieces of
artillery, some of which were brass guns called Falcons. On their

landing near Dunboy, they were attacked by the Irish with great
bravery, and many were slain on both sides. Captain Tyrrell,

says Carew, " was shot in the body, but not deep enough ; two
prisoners were taken and presently hanged, one of whom was a ser-

vant of James Archer, the infamous Jesuit, and if the Jesuit him-
self had not been a light-footed priest, he had fallen into our hands."

At this time a Spanish ship landed at the haven of Kiln)akillock,

near Ardea, bringing some munitions of war and money to O'SuIli-

van ; in this vessel were several Irish, and, amongst others, Owen
Mac Egan, who was appointed by the Pope bishop of Ross, and
vicar apostolic, and, according to Mac Geoghegan, he brought
with him £1-2000 for the assistance of the Irish. On the 7th of

lune Carew posted his forces on a neck of land, within a n)ile of

Dunboy, an arm of the sea passing between the castle and the

camp, and he battered the castle with all his cannon. On the I3th

captain Tyrrell made a bold attack on the English camp about

midnight, and poured much shot through their tents ; the artillery

continued incessantly to batter the castle till the 17tb, when a

breach was effected, and an assault made, but the besieged sallied

out on the English from the castle on the sea side, and many were
slain on both sides. Mac Geoghegan the commander, being mor-
tally wounded, Thomas Taylor, a relative of Tyrrell, was chosen

to command, and he and his men retired into the vaults of the

castle, where there were 9 barrels of gunpowder, and Taylor, hav-
ing seized a lighted torch in his hand, threatened to set the pow-
der on fire, and blow up the castle, unless they had promiseof life,

which was refused by Carew ; but his soldiers, for their own
safety, compelled him to surrender. Captain Power, and other

officers, having entered the vault, they found Mac Geoghegan
lying there mortally wounded, but he, perceiving Taylor and the

rest ready to surrender, he raised himself from the ground, and

snatching a lighted candle, staggered forward to a barrel of pow-
der which was uncovered, and, with desperate resolution, attempted

to set it on fire, and thus blow up the IJnglish in the castle, as well

as his own friends ; but he was seized by captain Power, and

some of the English soldiers rushed forward and killed him.

Taylor and the rest were then brought prisoners to the camp, and

the same day, says Carew, 68 of them were hanged in the market-

place; according to Carew, the entire garrison consisted only of

143 select men, of whom none escaped, being all slain, executed,

or buried in the ruins, and, he says, " so obstinate and resolved

a defence hath not been seen within this kingdom." The siege of

Dunboy lasted 18 days, from the 1st to the 18th of June, and the

small garrison defended tlicniselves, says Mac Geoghegan, with

Spartan bravery, against an army of more than .3000 men, with

jiowerful artillery, and he says the English lost, during the siege,

600 men. Carew's forces at this time, according to Mac Geoghe-

gan, massacred all the inhabitants of Dorsey Island, and on the22nd

of June, Carew blew up the castle of Dunboy with gunpowder, and

the outworks and fortifications were utterly destroyed. Captain

Taylor, who was made prisoner, was brought to Cork by Carew,

and soon after hung in chains, near the north gate of the city, on

a charge of having been one of the persons who, many years before,

bad killed captain George Bingham at Sligo, and Domiuick Col-

Ims, a friar who was taken prisoner at Dunboy, was hanged at
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he went, with his cows and cattle flocks, with his

peoj^le and moveable property, behind the riigsred-

toppcrl hills, into the recesses and fastnesses of his

country ; the earl (of Thomond), with his forces,

and O'SuUivan and his party, continued shooting

and fighting against each other 'till the Christmas

times, and the two forces rested and encamped

opposite each other in the Gleann-Garbh (i. e. the

rough, or nigged glen, now GlengaritT), and that

glen was O'Sullivan's principal stronghold. Ilis

people l)egan to separate from O'SuUivan ))rivate-

ly, without his permission ; in the first place cap-

tain Tyrrell parted from him, and he himself was

obliged to depart, unjjerceived and unnoticed by
the earl, on the Christmas holidays ; their first

night's journey from GlengarifF was to Baile-

Muirne (Ballyvourney, in the barony of West
Muskerry, in Cork) ; the second night to the bor-

ders of the teritories of O'Keeffe and Mac Aulif}'

(in th? barony of Duhallow) ; the third night they

arrived at Ard-Padraig (Ardpatrick, in the barony

of Coshlea, county of Limerick) ; the fourth night

at Sulchoid (between Limerick and Cashel) ; they

were the fifth and sixth nights in Bel-na-Coilleadh
;

the seventh night in Leatharach (Latteragh, in

Ikerrin, in Tipperary) ; the eighth night at Baile-

Achaidh-Chaoin (probably Burrisokane, or Us-

keane, in Lower Ormond) ; he was not a day or

night during that space without encountering des-

perate conflicts and severe pursuits, which were

valiantly and promptly resisted by him. Having
arrived on the ninth night at the wood called Coill-

Fhinne ( the forest of Brosnach, according to Mac
Geoghegan), they remained for two nights at that

place ; Donogh, the son ofCarbry Mac Egan, was
in their vicinity, and he was boldly attacking and

shooting at O'SuUivan and his people, so that at

length he was obliged to be slain, as he would not

cease at the request of O'SuUivan. When they

could not get skiffs, or any other boats, ready, they

Youghal, liis natke town. At this time, according to IMac Geogh-
egan, tlip Sj)anish army, which was collected Ijy the exertions
of Red Hugh O'Donnell, assembled at Conmna, and amounted to

14,000 men; but the expedition to Ireland was countermanded
when the news had arrived of the fall of Dunboy, which was the
last fortress held by the Irish of Minister, and the Spaniards alto-

gether gave np the expedition to Ireland after the death of O'Don-
nell. O'SuUivan Beare was along with his friend Tyri-eil when
the castle of Dunhoy was taken, and he afterwards wetit to the
North, to join ti'Rourke, as recorded in the Annals. This Donal
O'SuUivan was the last prince of Beare, and his ancestors, for

killed their horses for the purpose of eating, and
carr\ ing with them their flesh, and putting their

hides on frames formed of slender, tough long

osiers, to make Cinachs of them to convey them
across the Shannon's blue stream, at Ath-Coilleadh-

Ruadh, and they crossed over it without hazard

or danger, and they landed on the opposite side, in

Siol-Anmcha (barony of Longford, in Galway)
;

they 'proceeded from thence, and, on the eleventh

night, they reached Aughrim of Ily-Maine ; when
they arrived there, the clans and parties in their

vicinity collected before and after them, and raised

a cry on all sides of them. Of the nobles who
overtook them on that occasion, were the son of

the earl of Clanrickard, namely, Thomas, the son

Ulick, son of Bickard Saxanach : Mac Coghlan,

i. e. John Oge, son of John, son of Art; O'M ad-

den, namely, Donal, son of John, son of Breasal,

and his son Anmcha, and active parties of the

O'Kellys, and many others who are not recorded,

with all their forces with them. O'SuUivan,

O'Conor Kerry, and William Burke, the son of

Shane-na-Seamar, with their small party, for they

did not all amount to three hundred, were obliged

to remain at Aughrim of Hy Maine, to engage and
fight, so that they gave them a pitched bdttle, and
their tiaie valour was tried against many hundreds

who were harassing and pursuing them. O'Sul-

livan made an onset, with rage and anger, with

fury and vehemence, towards the place where the

English were, for against them was excited his

entire vengeance, and animosity, and he did not

stop until he gained the place where he beheld

their commander, and he fiercely and quickly cut

off the head of the noble Englishman, namely, the

son of captain Malby ; that collected force was

afterwards defeated, and a great number of thcin

were slain, and it is doubtful if the like number of

a force, fatigued after a long march, and encom-

passed by theu- enemies as they were, performed

many ages, ruled over the territory which forms the baronies of

Bear and Bantry, in the county of Cork, and another branch of

the same family were lords of Dunkerrin, in Kerry. Donal O'SuI-

livan Beare, after the subjugation of Ireland, retired to Spain,

where he died, and his son, Don Philip O'SuUivan Beare, wrote

the celebrated work on Irish history entitled " Historice Catholicae

HiherniiE Compeiidiiiin," published at Lisbon, in 1021. Don Phi-

lip t)'Sullivan was a sea captain, in the ser\ ice of king Philip, and
those 0'Sulli\ans, and some of their descendants in the Spanisli

service, were styled Counts of Bearhaven.

4 X
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such an exploit as they achieved on that day, in

defence of their lives and renown. They proceeded

from thence, after encountering; great dangers,

betrayals, and way-layings, along the roads, until

they arrived in Ulster.

Mac Namara Fionn (the Fair), namely, John,

tlie son of Teige, son of Cumeadha, died on the

24th of the month of February, and Donal his son

succeeded him.

Torlogh, the son of Mahon, son of the bishop

O'Brien, was killed in Hy-Maine by John Burke,

the son of Rickard, son of John of Doire-Mac-

Lachtna.

Mac Brody, i. e. Maoilin Oge, the son of

Maoilen, son of Conor, died on the last day of the

month of December, and there was not in Ireland

one historian who was a better bard and poet than
j

he ; it was he that composed these historical

poems as follows, in Dan-Direach (a kind of Irish

verse, see HaUiday's Grammar, p. 155) "I will put

an obligation on the clan ofTail ;" " Give attention

to me. Oh Insi-an-Laoigh" (the ancient name of

Ennis in Clare) ; " Know me. Oh Mac Coghlan ;"

" Let us make this visit to the clan of Cais ;"

" Strangers here are Cahir's race ;" " From four

the Gadtlians have sprung," &c. (See O'Reilly's

Irish Writers A. D. 160-2).

Niall Garv O'DonneU marched with a force of

English and Irish, from Fraoch-Magh, in Tyrone,

at the request of the lord justice, who was carry-

ing on a siege against the island of Fraoch-Magh

at that time ; and he (Nial Garv), plundered

Cormac, the son of the baron, the brother of

O'Neill, and the Busdunach, and the country

westward as far as Magherastej)hana (in Ferma-

nagh), and took with them much prey and booty

to the lord justice in Fermanagh.

Niall Garv marched with another force of Eng-

lish and Irish into Brefney O'Rourke (Leitrim),

and carried away with them much cattle.

King James was proclaimed successor to queen

Elizabeth on the 24th of March, 1602, according

to the English calculation ; but, according to the

Roman computation, 1603, and he was James VI.,

of the kings of Scotland (.we Note at A. D. 1603.)

As to O'Neill, and the Irish who remained in

Ireland after the defeat of Kinsale, the instructions

and commands which O'DonneU, i. e. Hugh Roe,

gave them before his departure for Spain, was to

act valiantly in defence of their patrimonies against

the English, until he should return to them with

forces to relieve them, and to remain in the camp
in which they were, for their loss was small, al-

though they had been defeated. He told them,

moreover, it would not be easy for them to return

safe to their country, if they were inclined to do

so, for their enemies and opponents would pursue

and attack them, and that those who were friendly

and kind towards them, on their march to Mun-
ster, would be inimical and treacherous to them

on their return to their countries, and that they

would attack and plunder them, and insult them.

The Irish leaders did not take his advice, and did

not act according to his request, as he himself was

not among them, but resolved on returning to their

countries ; they afterwards proceeded, in separate

bodies, without being under the general command
of any one lord, but each lord and each chief apart,

followed by their respective leaders and faithful

people. Alas ! it was not the same cheerfulness,

courage, valour, vaunting, threatening or prowess

that the Irish had on their return at that timejj*

which they had on their first going on that expe-

dition. The opinions of the prince O'DonneU,

and every thing he foretold for them, were verified,

for not only did their enemies rise up before and

afler them, to give them battle, but those who
were in friendship and union, and in war alliance

with them, rose up and were attacking and firing

on them in every narrow pass through which they

proceeded ; it was not easy for their lords and

chieftains, their leaders and warriors, to defend

and protect their people, on account of their long

journey before them, the great numbers of their

enemies, the storm and severity of the rough win-

try weather, for it was at that time the end of

winter precisely ; but, however, they returned to

their countries, after great dangers, without the

death of any one of note occurring, and each lord

of a district endeavoured to defend his patrimony

as well as he coidd. It was to Rory O'DonneU,

son of Hugh, son of Manus, that O'DonneU, the

night before his departure, committed the com-

mand of his people, his country, his lands, and

every thing which belonged to him, until he should

return back again, and he enjoined on O'Neill and

on Rory to be friendly to each other, as both them-

selves were, and they promised him they would
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be so. The Tirconnallians afterwards proceeded,

under the command of the representative of their

lord, although it was equal to the parting of the

soul from the body to the most of them their se-

paration from him, who had been, 'till then, their

commander and governor. O'Donnell's son, i. e,

llory, led on his people with resolute bravery,

through every difficult and intricate way, and

through every danger and hazard which they en-

countered since they left Kinsale, until they arri-

ved, in the beginning of spring, in North Con-

naught, where the cattle, farmers, property, and

flocks of the Tirconnallians, were throughout the

country, in Corran, Licny, and Tireragh of the

Moy (baronies in Sligo). Good was the hei'd and

shepherd who came to them there, for though nu-

merous were the cattle flocks from neighbouring

territories, which O'Donnell left his people on his

departure from them, Rory did not allow them to

be restored, despite of him, to any country from

which they had been taken away, for he stationed

in various places, his soldiers and warriors, on the

dangerous passes and undefended places of the

country, so that no one would attempt to pass

them, to plunder or attack any of his people.

O'Gallaglier, namely, Owen, the son of John, was

in care of Ballymote on behalf of O'Donnell, since

he had proceeded to Munster, 'till this time, and

when Rory returned to him, he gave him the

castle, which he took under his command.

The castle of Ballyshannon, in which were

guards from O'Donnell, was taken by Niall Garv

O'Donnell, and by the English, after they

demolished and destroyed it by a great gun which

they brought to it, and the guards escaped from

it safely, as there was neither relief nor aid near

them, and it was in spring precisely that castle was

taken.

Inis-Samer and Inis-Mac-Conaill (in Donegal),

were taken by Hugh Buighe, the son of Con
O'Donnell, and Cormac, the son of Donogh Oge
Maguire, was also taken prisoner by him.

Niall Garv, with his brethren and the English,

proceeded in boats on Lough Erne, and they

took and demolished Enniskillen ; they also

took Devenish and Lisgoole, and left guards in

them.

Mac Sweeny of Banagh (in Donegal), namely,

Donogh, the son of Maolmurry, came to Niall

O'Donnell and the English ; Niall and Mac Swee-

ny had an engagement with a party ofthe Maguires,

and of the Mac Cabes, in which many of them

were slain, and they took Bryan, the son of Dubh-
gall Mac Cabe, prisoner.

The island of Kiltiernan, in Fermanagh, was

taken by Donal, the son of Con O'Donnell, and

he carried off much property from it.

Hugh Buighe, the son of Con O'Donnell, took

a prey from Tuathal, the son of Felim Duv O'Neill,

in the estate of the tribe of Art O'Neill.

Sir Oliver Lambert, with a large force of Eng-

lish and Irish, arrived in Sligo, in the summer
precisely, and they resolved to attack Rory O'Don-

nell, who was to the south of them, and on the

people of North Connaught in general, in order to

seize on some of their property. Cathbar, the son

of Hugh Duv O'Donnell, went to sir OUver, and

ratified his allegiance and friendship with him;

where Cathbar had hisresidence andfortress at that

time was, at Dun-Aille, to the west of Sligo, and sir

OliverandCathbar,with theirforces, prepared to go

to Fermanagh, in search ofprey and booty. When
Rory O'Donnell received intelligence of those

military preparations, he was concerned that his

aUies and friends should be plundered, without his

going to relieve them, if in his power, and he went

to O'Rourke, i. e. Bryan Oge, to request of him

to accompany him in his force to oppose the Eng-

lish, on the way in which he expected to obtain an

advantage of them, and he also requested of him

to aid him in the war, imtil O'Donnell should re-

turn to relieve the Irish, to give him one of his

strongly-fortified and impregnable castles, as a

place of security for his wounded, helpless, and

sick people, and along with that to permit his peo-

ple to bring their property and cattle into his

country. O'Rourke refused O'Donnell's son every

thing he requested of him, and it was a grief and

an insult to him to be thus refused, so that what

he did, as he had not an equal force with the Eng-

lish, was to remain to protect his own people. As

to sir Oliver, he and Cathbar, with their forces,

pi-oceeded, and they plundered all that lay in their

vicinity of Fermanagh, and having carried ofFwith

them much property, they returned to their homes.

Sir Oliver was informed of the preparations made

by Rory O'Donneli, and how he requested of

O'Rourke to accompany him to obstruct him in

4x2
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the forementioiied expedition, and his animosity

ai'ainst him was increased on account of it ; and it

was therefore he sent to Athlone for additional

forces to wreak his vengeance on Rory. When

Rory learned that the English of Athlone were

marching on him on the south, and the English of

Shgo on the other side, he took with him his pro-

perty, his fl,)cks, and his cattle herds, across the

Curlew mountains into Moylurg (in Roscommon),

from thence across the Shannon into Muintir-

Eoluis (Mae llannall's country, in Leitrim), and

to Slievc-an-!arain, in Conmaicne-Rein, so that

the English took nothing from them, and the

Enghsh of Athlone returned to their homes with-

out any victory on that occasion. The people of

O'Donnell's son returned back with their property

again to those places from which they had depart-

ed, viz., to Corran, to Lieney, and to Tireragh.

Rory himself proceeded, with the entire of his

force, until he arrived at the island of Lough Easke,

on the eastern side of Donegal, where O'Donnell's

guards were, and on w hich O'Conor Sligo was left

imprisoned, since he had been taken by O'Don-

nell, till the end of that summer. When he arri-

ved at the place, his people were rejoiced to see

him ; O'Conor promised his allegiance to O'Don-

nell's son, and they having ratified their securities

and compacts with each other, he set O'Conor at

liberty, and they afterwards returned back into

Connaught.

About that time, viz., in harvest precisely, the

English of Rosconnnon, and of South Connaught,

mustered a large force to march against Rory

O'Donnell again, and they did not halt until they

arrived at the monastery of Boyle ; Rory and

O'Conor collected another force to oppose them,

and having proceeded across the Curlew moun-

tains, they encamped before the town on the other

side ; they brought their people and their property

and cattle with them, from Moy O'Gara in Cuil-

O'bhFloinn (barony of Coolavin, in Sligo), and

left them in their rear, at the eastern end of the

Curlew mountains, for they dreaded that they

might be plundered by the English who were in

Sligo, in their absence, should they be far distant

from them. They remained for some time in that

manner confronted, watching each other, and many
people were slain and wounded between them

while they were in the monastery. The English

thought it too long they remained in that position,

so that the resolution they came to was, to force

the pass of Ballagh-Buighe against Rory and

O'Conor, and to pass through it, despite of them ;

but they were met and opposed by the Irish, and

a fierce conflict ensued between them, in which

great numbers of the English were slain, and they

were finally compelled to return back, having

been greatly discomfited ; they afterwards left the

monastery, and they returned to Roscommon.

Rory and O'Conor returned across the Curlew

moimtain, and they encamped at Ballysadare, to

oppose the English who were in Sligo. It hap-

pened one time that a party of the forementioned

English were engaged at a certain place in cutting

the corn and green crops of the country, for they

were not plentiful in provisions, and they were in-

stantly slain by them. They remained for a month

opposed to each other after that, and they con-

tinued so until the beginning of winter, when the

lord lieutenant, namely, Charles Blount, lord

Mountjoy, the general of the war in Ireland, sent

a messenger and a written despatch to Rory

O'Donnell, requesting him to come on terms of

peace and cessation from hostilities. The import

of these was, that it behoved him to accept of

peace and friendship, and should he not do so,

that he would be truly sorry for it, for he received

information that O'Donnell, Rory's brother, had

died in Spain, and that there was an end to the

war by his death, and it would be a great mistake

and folly for him if he did not forthwith make

peace with them. When they read the dispatches,

Hory called his counsellors together, to determine

what should be done, and they began to deliberate

in council ; some of them maintained that the

death of O'Donnell was not true, and that it was

to cajole and deceive him, and to bring them under

the law, that fictitious story was sent to him

;

another party maintained that it was true, and

that it was a good advice to accept of peace when

it was ofiered them, and they at length determined

that he and O'Conor Sligo should go to Athlone,

to ratify their peace with the general ; they af-

terwards went, and were well received by the

general, and he gave great honour and respect to

the son of O'Donnell, and made peace with him

on behalf of the king, and confirmed his friend-

ship with him particularly, and he afterwards
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advised him to return to his patrimony, if he

wished to do so.^

6. Mountjoy's E.rpedition to Ulster and Contiaught in 1602.

—

After the detVut of the IrUh and Spaniards at Kinsiilc, in Decem-
her, K'Ul, O'Neill with liis forces returned to U]>tir, and Red
Huglt U'DonncIl went to .Spain to solicit suceours fur a renewal o(

the war. Mountjoy cauie fro.u Kin«ale to Cork and Kilkenny, and
arrived in Duhlin on the •28lh of March, 1002 ; on the oth of May
he proceeded towards Ulster ai^ainst O'Neill, wiih a f'>rce ofahout

3,000 h(n>e and foot, as<iisred by delachments from \arioiis garri-

sons. At thi> time Slountjoy, in a letter to the lords of the coun-
cil in Knfjland, which is ^iven hy Morrison, detail tlie danirers

he had formerly encountered in the en<racements at ihe Moyry
Pass m Armagh, which he says was *'one of the most ditticult

passages in Ireland, fortified with proi d art, and wiih adrairahle

industry ; the enemy having rai^ed from mountain to mountain,

from wiiod to wood, and from Ito;^ to Ii0|x, long Trover.'eswhh large

and high i^/z/n/^cr;? of great stones min<;led with sodb of earth, and
staked on both sides with PaUisadots wattled ;" in anotlier place

be says these fortifications extended three miles in length, (see

note, pajie C81). In the beginning of June, Mountjoy advanced to

the HIaekwater, and encamped near tlie river aiiout five miles

east of the fort of HIaekwater, and sent sir Uieliard Morrison with

his regiment across the river to secure the pasr^age <d' the army
against O'Neill ; Mountjoy caused a bridge to be built over the

river, and a fort on the Armagh side, which from his own name
Charles, be called Charlemont,and he left in the fort captain Totiy

Caulfieid with loO men. O'Neill's forces at this lime had mostly
all disper^^pij, and, according to Mac Geoghegan and others, were
reduci'd to GOO foot and OU horse, and being totally unable to cope

with the powerful army of more than 3,0U0 men under Mountjoy,
lie resoUed to abandon Dungai.non, for many ages the re^idence of

his ancestors, and he set fire to the ancient castle rather tiian it

shouhl fall .nto thehands of foreign foes. In like manner it is said

Red Hugh O'Donnell destroyed liis castle al Donegal, on recovering

it from tiie Entilish forces in IGOl, lest it should ever again fail

into tiieir hand?*, for on his expedition to Muiister he was obliged

to leave his fortress undefended, and he never returned to Donegal
again. Mountjoy, as he advanced into Tyrone, saw the castle and
town of Dtmgannon in flanies, and the place being thus deserted,

he sent sir lliihard Morrison with his regiment to take possession

of the town, where he soon after came himself with the rest of the
forces. O'Neill retired to Castle Roe, on the river Bann, in

O'Kane's country, and Gianconhein is mentioned as one of the

places where he afterwards secured iiiinself; it wus a glen en-
vironed with woods, bo^s, and waters, fornnng an inaccessible fast-

ness, and sit::ated apparently in the southern part of Derry, to-

wards the borders of Tyrone and Lough Neagli. About this lirne

sir Henry Uocwra, governor of Derry and other places near Lough
Foyle, had planted a garrison at Omagh, and having advanced
with his forces, he formed a junction with Mountjoy at Dungan-
non ; their combined forces preyed, plundered, and laid waste by
fire and sword, Tyrone and Fermanagh, along Lough Erne, as far

a.» Enniskillen. Tiiey took some of O'Neill's fortified i.-lands, and
recovered three pieces of English cannon; they took Maglierloney,
which Morrison says was one of O'NeiU's chief places of abode,
and a mauazine for his war. From Dungannon, Mountjoy sent sir

Richard Morrison with 500 foot tonieet.>ir Arthur Chichester, wlio

came with his forces from Carrickfergus, and was to ])ass Louyh
Sidney (Loi;gh Neagh, so named after the lord deputy sir Henry
Sidney), and laud within a few miles of Duiigannon. Tliese forces

having arrived, were joined by the lord deputy about Hve nnles

from Dungaiiiion, near Lough Neagh, where they erected a fort,

wliich, after his own title, he called Mountjoy^ and he placed in

it a garrison of B.OO foot and 100 hor^e, under the command of sir

Benjamin Harry and captain Francis Roe ; and this Hn-t was to be

victualled from Carriekfertius by boats over Loni^h Neagh.
Mountjoy then despatche<l Docwra to Derry to prepare his forces

to march as far us Duni^iven in O'Kane's country, to act agamst
O'Neill, and Chichester was ordered to bring his forces from Car-
rickfergus to Toiune for the same purpose, while the deputy him-

A. D. 1603,

O'Neill, i.e. Hugh, the sou of Ferdorcha, and

self was to attack O'Neill towards Killetro, thus hemming in

O'Neill on all sides with at least 6,000 men, all of which forces

were to he assembled in twenty days, according to Morrison.
Mountjoy then marched towards Monaghan, and took some islands

and strong places, hut in a conflict witii the O'Neills and Mac
Mahons. many of his men were slain, together with captain Willis
and sir John Barkley, sergeant major of the army, a commander
of great note ; on the 29th of July he arrived in Monaghan and
planted a garrison there of '300 foot aiirj 20 horse, under sir Chris-
topher St. Lawrence (baron of Howth), and captain Esmoiid, but
fi'iding Mac Mahon,says Morrison, "to stand on proud terms, his

lordship spoded, burned, and ransacked all that country." He
ajipninted Conor Roe Maguire, who had joined the English, as cliief

of Fermanagh, and placed him in tiie principal house of Mac
Mahon, lord of ^loiiaghan, within two miles of Fermanagh.
Mountjoy then proceeded to Newry to refresh his troops, and
wriiing to the lords of the council in England, he says—''We
have left no man in all the North that is able to make any great
resistance O'Uourke oidy excepted, who hitherto hath been furthest

off from feeling the fury of our prosecution ;" and he says al the
same time that O'Neill was in a place of incredible fastness in

O'Kane's country (Gienconkein), where it was impossible to do him
any hurt, the ways being inaccessible to an army.

About the lOtb of August the forces of Chichester, from
Carrickfergus, of Docwra from Derry, of Danvers from Armagh,
with the earrisons from the forts of Mountjoy, Mountnor-
ris, HIaekwater, and Charleraont, and Mountjoy's own forces, tlie

whole aumunting to at least 8,000 men, were prepared to act

against O'Neill. Morrison gives an account of a stronghold of

O'Neill's called Inisloghlbi^ wiiich was seated in the midst of a

great bog, and no way accessible but through tliick woods almost
impassable ; it was surrounded with two deep ditches both encom-
jiassed with strong paliisadoes, a very high and thick rampart of

earth and timber, and well flanked with bulwarks. Mountjoy sent

Ids forces under Danvers and Chichester, to attack this place,

which was defended only by 42 musketteers and 20 swordsmen,
who, after some resistance, suri*endered the fortress, in which was
jdaced an English uarrJson, and the Irish soldiers were sent bound
to the lord deputy at Newry, on the lV)th of August. Morrison

says that great spoils were taken in this fortress, consisting of

plate and otlier valuable goods of the chief persons in the country,

V. ho liad sent tliem there for safety from the English garrisons.

This stronghold was situated in the [larish of Magheramesk, on
the borders of Down and Antrim, near the river Lagan, between

Jlolia and Louuli Neagh. Mountjoy in a letter to the secretary

Cecil, on the 19th of August, says, " to-morrow, by the grace of

God, I am again going into the field, as near as I can, utterly to

waste the country o\' Tyrone." On the 20th, says Morrison, he

encamped midway between NewTy and Armagh, and having heard
thai O'Neill had retired into Fermanagh, Mountjoy resolved ** to

spoil the entire country of Tyrone, and banish all the inhabitants

to the south side of the HIaekwater, so that if O'Neill returned

he sliould find nothing in the country but the queen's garrisons."

To promote these objects he planted a garrison at Augher, in Ty-
rone, wliieh was Cormac O'Neill's chief residence, being a castle

sealed on an island, from which he took two brass cannons. On
the 29th he crot-sed the HIaekwater at Ciiarlemont Bridge, and
encamped that night at Dungannon, wliich he fortified, and lett a
ward to keep the place as a retreat for their men on service, and to

preserve the oats growing thereabouts for their horses in winter.

Mountjoy spent five days about Tullaiiinige, the seat of the O'Ha-
gans near Dungannon, where, according to Morrison, he destroyed
the com of all the country, and O'Neill's own corn, and with bar-
barons vindictiveness broke in pieces the celebrated stune chair
placed in an open tield at Tullaghoge, on which the O'Neills were
inaugurated for many ages, as princes of Tyrone and kings of

Ulster. Docwra here met the lord deputy, and brought with him
O'Kane of Derry, who had made his submission, and at the same
time U^indal Mac .Sorluy Mae Donneil of Antrim submitted, and



710 ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS, A. D. 1603.

the greater part ofthe Irish of Leth-Cuin, accepted

peace except O'Rourke ; for general peace, and a

restoration of their titles and estates, to all those

offered to serve the queen with 500 foot and 40 horse at his own

charge. O'Neill at this time, with Brian Mac Art O'Neill of Clan-

naboy, Cormae Mae Baron O'Neill, and Mac Mahon, retired, says

Morrison, to the bottom of a great fastness towards the end of

Lough Erne, where, in the beginning of September, Mountjoy fol-

lowed them as far as he could with his forces, but could not come

within 12 miles of them, besides, he says, they could proceed from

thence to O'Roiirke's country to which the army could not pass;

and he says O'Neill and his confederates had at this time but 600

foot and 60 horse. On the 8th of September, sir Arthur Chiches-

ter was sent to the garrison at Mountjoy, and ordered to clear

Tyrone of all inhabitants, and destroy all the corn be could not

preserve for the garrisons. Mountjoy then marched back with

his army on the 9th of September, and divided all the waste lands

on the south side of the Blackwater towards Newry, between

Henry and Con O'Neill, who had made their suhjnission
; they

were sons of the celebrated ShaneO'Neill, former prince of Tyrone.

Mountjoy only gave them leave to live there with their creaghts,

or persons who tended the flocks and cattle, and such followers

as should come to them till the queen's pleasure was further known,

and he enjoined them to sow their corn for the next year on the

plains. He then returned to Newry on the 11th of September,

and in his letters to the council in England and to Cecil, he says

—

" We found every where men dead of famine, insomuch that O'Ha-

gan protested to us, that between TuUaghoge and Toome there lav

unhuried 1,000 dead, and that since our first drawing this year to

Blackwater, there were above 3,000 starved in Tyrone." In other

passages Morrison relates, that from the excessive famine, persons

were reduced to the horrible extremity of eating human flesh.

Thus the merciless Mountjoy devastated the country, destroyed

the crops and corn, aiid produced a direful famine, which killed

thousands, while many other thousands were massacred by the

sword. He went to Dublin in November, and at this time em-

ployed sir Garret Moore to command in "the Brenny," or county

ofCavan, and receive the submission of the chiefs. One of the

O'Reillys came with 100 men, and Mac Gauran's sons with 50 men
and 1,000 cows from one of the O'Kourkes. Mountjoy proceeded

to Connaught in the latter end of November, and arrived at Ath-

lone the 2nd of December, where, on the 14th, Rory O'Donnell,

brother of Red Hugh, and O'Conor Sligo, came and made their

submission ; he next went to Galway where he spent his Christ-

mas, and in that town the O'Flahertys, O'Conor Roe, the Mac
Dermotts of Roscommon, and other chiefs made their submission.

At this time all the Irish leaders had submitted except the few

above mentioned who were joined with O'Neill, and Bryan

O'Rourke, lord of Leitrim, Cuchonaght Maguire in Fermanagh,

captain Tyrrell who had lately returned from Monster and joined

O'Rourke, and Donal O'SuUivan Beare. The patriotic and va-

liant O'Rourke had at this time' a considerable force, and held out

to the last, and for his resistance to the queen Morrison calls him
" the proud and insolent O'Rourke." After the taking of his cas-

tle of Dunboy, O'SuUivan Beare, disdaining to surrender to the

English, resolved to join O'Neill and O'Rourke in the North, and

set out from Monster on the last day of December, accompanied

by O'Conor Kerry and other chiefs, and about 400 men, according

to Mac Geoghegan. In their progress through Cork, Lin)erick,

and Tipperary, on their way to Connaught, they were incessantly

attacked by the English garrisons, but efTected their passage, and

fought their way through enemies on all sides, with such deter-

mined bravery, that Mac Geoghegan compares their progress to

the retreat of the Greeks under Xennphon. On the 7 th ofJanuary

they arrived at the forest of Brosnaeh, and having deliberated how
to cross the Shannon, they at length decided on constructing a

number of boats, made of osiers and branches of trees, and having

killed some of their horses for the purpose, they covered these

Corraghs with their hides, and Iiaving conveyed them in the night

to Portlaughan, opposite Portunnia, they commenced crossing the

river. O'Malley, who went in the first, was upset, with 10 sol-

who wished to avail themselves of the same, were

proclaimed by order of his majesty, king James,'

after he had been appointed as successor to the

diers, but tlie rest reached the opposite shore in safety- O'Sulii-

van's men, in their Viirious conflicts, were reduced to 300 j be
proceeded through O'Kelly's country, in Galway, but in his pro-

gress was attacked at Augbrim by the English, under captain
Malby and sir Thomas Burke, brother of the earl of Clanrickard.

O'Sullivan's men, though opposed by a far su))erior force, fought

with great bravery, and defeated their opponents, great numbers
of whom, togetherwith Malby liimself, were slain, and O'Sullivan's

men continued their progress to Brefney, wliere they were well

received by O'Rourke. Thus the valiant 0'Sulli\an, and his

faithful followers, fought their way with amazing bravery, amidst
excessive difficulties, tiirough enemies, for 200 miles, in the depth
of wiTiter. O'SuUivan Beare, captain Tyrrell, Maguire, and some
other leaders, havitig as^emi>led at O'Rourke's residence at Dro-
mahaire, in Leitrim, and still faithful to O'Neill, resolved, along

with O'Rourke, to proceed towards Lough Erne, and had sevei-al

conflicts witii the English garrisons. At the end ofJanuary, 1603,
Mountjoy returned to Dublin, and during that nmnth and February

he corresponded with the queen and council, forming plans to sub-

due the still formidable O'Neill.

—

See account of O'SuHlvan's
Expedition, at p. 705 in the Annals.

A. D. 1603.

1. Kiny James I.— It is mentioned at p. 706 in the Annals,

that king James succeeded to the crown on the 24th of March,

1602, by the English calculation, but on the 24th of March,

1603, according to the Ronmn computation This chronological

difference arose from the old practice of commencing the year on

the 26th of March having still continued in England, while, by

the Roman computation, the year was commenced on the Istof

January, from the year 15S2, according to the chronology of sir

Harris Nicholas, at which time Pope Gregory the XIII. intro-

duced this improved chronology, together with the New St\ Ic,

called the Gregorian Calendar, instead of the Old Style, or Julian

Calendar; therefore the 24th of March, 1602, according to one

computation, was exactly the same date as the 24th of March,

1603, by the other. Queen Elizabeth died on the 24th of March
1603, and a sihort time before her death, as well as by her will,

she nominated James VI. of Scotland as her successor, probably

as some atonement for having put his mother to death. James
was the son of Mary Queen of Scots, by her second husband and

cousin, Henry Stuart, earl of Darnley, son of Matthew Stuart,

carl of Lennox, and James's right to the crown of England was
derived by maternal descent from the House of Tudor, as his an-

cestor, James IV., king of Scotland, was married to Margaret

Tudor, daughter of King Henry the VII., of England. James
was the first English monarch of the House of Stuart, and he

united in his person the right to the crown of the three Kingdoms,

derived by descent from the Scottish, British, Saxon, and Norman
kings, as well as from the Irish kings, for the old Scottish kings,

and the House of Stuart, were descended from the Irish kings of

Milesian race, through Loarn and Fergus, kings of Scotland in the

lieginning of the Ctli century, who were the descendants of the

Irish prince Carbry Rieda, who planted a colony from Ireland in

Albany, or Scotland, in the 3rd century, as fully explained in

O'Flaherty's Ogygia, and Chalmer's Caledonia. King James put

forward this claim to the crown of Ireland, for in the account of

his reign, in Cox's Ilibernia Anglicana, it is stated, that in a speech

delivered by King James, at the Council table in White Hall, on

the 21st of April, 1613, he used the following expressions:
" There is a double cause why I should be careful of the welfare

of that people, (the Irish), first, as the king of England, by reason

of the long possession the crown of England hath had of that land,

and also as king of Scotland, for the ancient kings of .'^cotland are

descended of the kings of Ireland." After a reign of 22 years,

king James died on Sunday, the 27th of March, 1625, in the .59th

yearof his age. He was married to the princess Anne of Denmark,

daughter of king Frederic II., and by her had a son, who succeeded
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queen over England, France and Ireland. Mac
iSvveeney Fanat, i. e. Donal, went to Niall O'Don-
nell, to come under the law. Mac Sweeney of

him as diaries I., and was put to death by the Cromwellians

;

kinn; James aUo had a daucrhter Elizaheth, who was married to

Frederic, Elector Palatine of Germany, and kin<; of Bohemia, and
from them were descended tlie kings of England, of the House of
Brunswick or Hanover.
Lords Lhutenant.— At the death of Elizabeth, Mountjoy was

lord deputy, but having returned to England in 1003, he
was succeeded by sir George Carey, who was appointed lord

deputy on tlie 1st of June, 1(508, but was recalled in ](i04, and
succeeded as deputy by sir Arthur Ghiciiester, governor of Car-
rickfergus, and ancestor to the earls of Donegal. Chichester con-
tinued dejmty to the year 1613, when Thomas Jones, archbishop
of Dublin, lord chancellor of Ireland, and the marshal >ir Richard
Winufield, were appointed lords justices. In Kil4, sir Arthur
Chichester, then baron of Belfast, was again appointed lord deputy,

and in Htio, Thomas Jones archbishop of Dublin, lord chancellor,

and sir John Denham, chief justice of the King's Bench, were
made lords justices. In ]GI(>, sir Oliver St. John, afterwards
viscount Grandison, was appointed lord deputy, and continued to

162"2, when Adam Loftus, viscount Ely, lord chancellor, and
Kicbard Winglield, viscount Powersconrt, were constituted lords

justices. In 162*2, Henry (^arey, viscount Falkland, was appointed
lord deputy, and continued to 1628.

Siibmlss'ton of O'Neill — In the course of the year 1602, many of

the Irish chiefs, as already related, made their submission to Mount-
joy, and others treacherously revolted, while many of the most
valiant of O'Neill's commanders and allies, as Hugh Maguire, An-
thony O'Moore, Pierce de Lacy, and others, were slain. The earl

of Desmond and Florence Mac Carthy were prisoners in the Tower,
and the heroic Hugh O'Donnell having died in Spain, there were
no hopes of succour from that country

;
yet though tlie Irish chiefs

were utterly broken down, and their forces dispersed, still,

supported hy a few faithful followers, O'Neill, with heroic forti-

tude, held out in his fastnesses against the Enjilish forces, and their

frarrisons in Ulster, amounting to at least 10,000 men. Mount-
joy, as before-mentitmed, proclaimed many of the Irish chiefs, and
offered large rewards to any one who would assassinate tliem ; for

instance, he offered £1000 for the head of O'Neill, and two
thousand crowns for the head of Tyrrell. Was it just to proclaim
as rebels and traitors heroic and patriotic men who stood for-

ward in defence of their homes and their altars, exercising only

the natural right of maintaining their national independence, and I

upholding their civil and reli;iious liberty ; endeavouring to esta-

blisii their rights, and transmit their hereditary possessions to their

posterity ? Notwithstanding the large rewards ofTered by Mount-
joy, heeoubl find none of the Irish so base as to hetray O'Neill in-

to bis hand>., though at one time he offered a reward of £2,000 to

any person who would bring him alive. Mountjoy, in his letters

to the c;iuncil in England, in February and March, 1G03, as given
by Fynes Morrison, says, " No subjects have a more dreadful awe
to lay violent hands on their sacred prince, than these people have
to touch the person of their O'Neills ; and he bath the ancient

swelling and desire of liberty in a conquered nation to work upon,
their fear to be rooted out, and generally over all the kingdom,
the fear of persecution for religion." Morrison says, on the same
subject, " However, the name of O'Neill was so reverenced in the

North, as noup could be induced to betray him for the large reward
set upon his bead." It appears from the correspondence between
Mountjoy and sir Robert Cecil, secretary of state in England, as

given by Morrison at this time, that overtures were made to

O'Neill by some of Mountjoy's agents, intimating that bis submis-
sion would he favourablv received, but these proposals were made
in bad faith, Mountjoy endeavouring to entrap O'Neill into an un-
conditional surrender, and the following passage <tccur3 in one of his

letters to Cecil, on the 25th of March, 1603 :
** I have received by

captain Hays, her Majesty's letters of the 6th of February, wherein
I am directed fo send for Tyrone^ with promise of security for his

life only, and upon his arrival, without further assurance, to make

the Districts, namely, Maolmurry, the son of Mur-
rogh, and Cathbar Oge, the son of Cathbar, son

of Manus O'Donnell, proceeded into Tirconnell,

stny of him, 'till her pleasure should be further known ; and at the
same time I received another from her Majesty of the 17th of Fe-
f)ruary, wherein it pleased her to enlart^e the authority given unto
me, to assure him of his life, liberty, and pardon, upon some condi-
tions remembered therein. And witiial I received aletterfrom your-
self of the 18th of February, recommending me your own advice,
to fulfil as far as I possibly could, the meaning of her majesty's
first letter, and signifying her pleasure that I should seek by all

the hest means I can, to promise him his pardon by some other
name than earl of Tyrone, and rather by the name of baron of Dun-
gannon, or if it needs be, by the name of some other earl ; secondly
to deliver him his country in less quantity and with less power
than before he had it; and lastly, to force him to clear his passes
and passages, made difficult by him against any entry into his

country." Again he says—'* And first for her majesty's first

letter, I pray you sir, believe me, that I have omitted notiiing,

both by power and policy, to ruin him and utterly to cut him off,
and if by either I may procure his /iertrf, before I have engao:ed
her royal word for his safety, I do protest I will do it and much
more, be ready to possess myself of his person, if by only promise
of life or by any other means, whereby I shall not directly scandal
the majesty of public faith, I can procure him to put himself into

my power. But to speak my opinion freely, I think that he, or
any man in his case, would hardly adventure his liherty, to pre-
serve only his life, which he knoweth how so well to secure by
many other ways, for if he fly into Spain, that is the least whereof
he can be assured, and most men, but especially he, do make little

difference between the valueof their life and liberty ; and to deceive
liim I think it will be hard, for though wiser men than he may be
overreached, yet he hath so many eyes of jealousy awake, that it

will be impossible to charm them." (Morrison, v. 2, pp. 292 to

206.) Thus, it appears, that while the queen and Cecil, and their

treacherous tool Mountjoy, were negociating with O'Neill about
his submission and pardon, they used every effort to deceive him
by false promises, and even plotted against his life ; hut the wary
O'Neill knew their bad faith, and took good care not to surrender
till he had obtained his terms, with ample security and assurance,
not only for life, liberty, and religious freedom for himself and his

allies, but also for the reversal of his attainder, and that bis title

of earl of Tyrone, and his estates, with new Letters Patent for his

lands, should be granted and confirmed to him by the crown.
Mountjoy advised the queen to restore his title of earl of Tyrone,
as he considered it would do him more barm than good, and says,
" you do but give him a title which be did shake off as a mark of
his bondage, and that which he falls from (O'Neill, prince of Ty-
rone), to accept this, he did as much prefer before this, as the
estate of an absolute prince, before the condition of a subject; and
it is the name of O'Neill with which he hath done so much mis-
chief that is fatal and odious, and not the name of Tyrone, which
he was fain to leave before he could have power to become a rebel

;

fur helieve me, out of my experience, the titles of our honours do
rather weaken than strengthen them in this country." During
these negociations, queen Elizabeth died on the 24th of March, of
which event Mountjoy received private information on the 27th,
and anxious to have the honour of receiving O'Neill's submission,
he hastened the afi'air, as he well knew that O'Neill would by no
means suhmit if he heard of the queen's death. Mountjoy was at

this time in the castle of sir Garrett Moore at Mellifont, near
Drogheda, and on receiving the account of the queen's death, he
gave strict orders to have the news concealed. He had previously

on the 25th. sent sir William Godolpbin and sir Garrett Moore
with a commission, dated from Dro<rheda, to treat with O'Neill,

and on the 27th, having arrived at Cbarlemont, Moore rode that

night to Tullaghoge, near Dnngannon, where O'Neill was at that

time, at the residence of O'Hagan. On the 28th sir Garrett Moore
wrote to Godolpbin that O'Neill was resolved to come to the lord

deputy, and Henry O'Hagan, who brought the letter, gave assu-
rance of the same. Mountjoy was very anxious to conclude the
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with their people and property, to war against

Niall Garv and the English, and they did not

stop until they arrived in the Rosses, and in the

islands ; they were not long there when they were

plundered by Niall and his brethren, who took

Cathbar Oge, and kept him a prisoner. The peo-

ple of Rory O'Donnell proceeded into Tircon-

ni 11, with all their property, cattle, and great

wealth, in the first month of spring, and Rory

himself, with his party and forces of Irish and

English, along with captain Guest, previous to his

peo])le having departed from the west, proceeded

to take revenge and satisfaction on O'Rourke,

namely, Bryan Oge, for his insult and dishonour,

which he had in contemplation for some time

before that; so that they plundered and laid waste

Brefney, both crops and corn, and all their pro-

perty they laid hold of, for the most of them fled

into the recesses and fastnesses of the territory

;

a few people were slain between them, including

Owen, the son of Ferdorcha O'Gallagher, and

Torlogh, the son of Mac Loghlin, who fell by each

other on that occasion. A party of the English

were left in garrison at Dromahaire, for the pur-

pose of devastating the country about them, and

O' Rourke was obliged to remain with a small force

in the woods, in the remote glens, and on the

islands in the lakes of his country, from that Ibrth.

treaty with O'Neill, lest he should hrenk off on hearing of the
queen's death ; and Morrison says " for those reasons he resolved
speedily to strike up the former treaty with Tyrone," and he
despatched a horseman to Godolphin, conjmaiidin'i; liim to hasten
the coming of O'Neill. Godolphin rode from Cliarlemoiit, and
met O'Neill at nine o'clock in the morning on the 29lh at Togher,
about five miles beyond Dungannon, and having produced his

Protection, wliich was shortly after delivered into his own hands,
O'Neill, along with Moore, Godolphin, and a guard of ,50 horse,
rode to Mellifont, where they arrived on the .'iOtli of March, in the
afternoon

; and on the foli/iwing day O'Neill made his formal sub-
mission in writing to Ihe lord deputy, tlieterms of which are given
in Morrison. The vain-glorious Mountjoy, to give himself the
greater honour in this transaction, states that O'Neill went on his

knees for more than an hour at his chamber door, making a peni-
tent submission ; an absurd falsehood, for O'Neill did not couie
there to ask pardon or favrmr, but merely to make a formal sub-
mission, having taken good care to have his terms granted and
eontirmed to him before he came, for he was too keen olherwise to
have trusted himself in the power of the treacherous Mouiitjoy,
who had a short time before olfered for his head a reward of a
thousand pounds. On the 3rd of April, Mountjoy, accompanied
by O'Neill, rode to Drogheda, and from thence to Dublin on the
4th ; on the otli, a ship arrived there in which sir Henry Danvers
l>rought letters from the lords of the council in England, with the
<itficial account of the queen's death, and the accession of James
I. This was the first time O'Neill he:ird of the queen's dealh.uiid
in presence of the council at Dnidin Castle, he burst into tears,
moved with indignation and regret that he had been deceived into

As to Niall Garv O'Donnell, a letter came from

Dublin to him, requesting him to appear before

the lord justice and the council, to receive a Patent

for Tirconnell, as a reward for his services, and aid

to the crown ; he however neglected that affair, so

that what he did was to go to Kilmacrennan, and

he sent for O'Firghil, the coarbof C'olumkille, and

he was nominated the O'Donnell, without the per-

mission of the king's representative, or of the

council. When the lord justice and the council

received intelligence of that, they were incensed

against Niall, nor was he yet much esteemed by

the general sir Henry Docwra, although he was

friendly, and of great service to him before that

time. Rory O'Donnell happened to be then in

Dublin, and having been summoned before the

lord justice, and the council, they sent letters and

written despatches with him to sir Henry Docwra,

commanding him to take Niall Garv prisoner, and

having sent some captains along with him, Rory

arrived at Derry, and the governor sent some of

the CO mmanders and captains of Derry. (There

is a short blank here in the Annals, but it appears

that it refers only to Niall Garv having been at-

tacked and taken prisoner). Tuathal Mac-an-

Deaganaigh O'Gallagher; Hugh Bnighe, the son

of John Oge, and Felim, the son of John Oge,

with several others, were taken prisoners on that

a premature submission, for had he held out till after the queen's

death, he could have protracted the war, and made far more favour-

able terms for himself and the other chiefs. O'Neill made a new
submission to king .James, and sent letters to the king of Spain,

recallinc his sou Henry from that country. He then returned to

Tyrone, and peaceably took possession of his ancient seat at Dun-
gannon, from whence, in the latter end of May, 1603, he was sum-
moned to Dublin by Mountjoy, to accompany him to Kngland,

where they arrived in June, but on their progress through the

country, the mob and many women flung stones at O Neill, and

reviled him for the loss of their relatives whohad been sliin in the

Irish wars. O'Neill was honourably received at court by kii.g

James, but on his return to Ireland in September, he was escorted

through England by troops of horse, to protect him from the

violence of the mob. After his return he lived peaceably at Dun-
gannon till the year ^CM, when, on a charge of conspiracy against

the state, he and his friend Rory, or Roderick O'Donnell, who liad

been created earl of Tyrconnell, were forced to fly from Ireland,

ami having retired to Rome, they both died there as hereafter

related. A sketch of the character and personal appearance of

Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, has been given at page 6'29 in the

notes. After the flight of the earls, their extensive pos.sessions,

together with the lands of all the other chiefs of Ulster, were con-

fiscated and transferred to British settlers ; aiid thus terminated

the power of the renowned race of the O'Neills and O'Donnells,

for many ages princes of Tyrone and Tircpnnell, and after the

(1'Neills and their ancestors had ruled foi more than a thousand

vears as kings of Ulster.
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occasion ; Niall made his escape shortly after that,

and he and his brethren, with their people, retired

into the woods of Ceaniimaghair.

Manus Oge O'Sruithein was slain at that time

by Donal, the son of Con O'Donnell, in revenge of

his brother, who had been formerly slain by him,

namely Calvach, the son of Con, and it were better

for him he had not committed that act, for many
evils happened them, as the result of it. Rory O'Don-
nell, and all the Irish who were joined with him,

together with the captains \\'ho came with him to

the country, and also captain Guest, who was

along with him in Connaught, were commanded to

go in pursuit of Niall, his brethren, and people,

to prey and plunder them ; this he accordingly did,

as directed, so that the smallest head of cattle was

not left with Niall's people ; and they carried off

many thousand cattle with them, and great num-
bers of those who were plundered there, died of

cold and famine. Rory divided the preys, and

gave their proportions to the gentlemen who pro-

ceeded in his force. Hugh Buighe, the son of Con,

was wounded in his ankle, and he was sent to be

cured into Crannog-na-n Duine, in the Tuatha in

Ros-Guill precisely (Roscuill, near Sheep Haven,

in Donegal) ; the same Hugh was taken prisoner

by the English, and was brought to Derry, and the

governor declared he would not set him at liberty

2. Depredatiotis and Famine.—The Annalists mention a dire-

ful famine in this year; and accounts of immense depredations, as

well as many massacres committed by the English forces during
the reign of Elizabeth, and of the great famine which prevailed in

Ireland in consequence of the wars, and the destruction of crops,

corn, and cattle, are given in Fynes Morrison's Ireland, Holin-
sheil's Chronicles, Cox's Hiberiiia Anglicana, Pacata Hibernia,

Leland, &c., from which works the following particulars have been
collected. In 1563, the lord deputy, Thomas Ratcliffe, earl of

Sussex, in the war with Shane O'Neill, entered Tyrone and took a

prey of 600 kine, and on another occasion Sussex seized the im-
mense prey of 3,300 kine, and 1,500 garrons (horses) and mares,
which lie divided amongst his soldiers, according to Cox, and he
then returned to Drogheda. In 1567, the lord deputy Fitzwil-

liam, according to Cox, plundered O'JVeill's country, and took a
prey of 2,000 cows, and 500 garrons. In 1580, the lord deputy,
sir William Pelham, marched with his forces to attack tbe earl of

Desmond, and carried off from Clanawliffe, in Cork, a prey of

2,000 kine and many sheep, and soon after took another great

prey at Castlemaine in Kerry. In 1580 also, according to Cox,
the earl of Ormond marciied with the queen's forces against the

earl of Desmond, and about Dingle, Tralee, and other parts of

Kerry, they drove the whole cointry before them, and took the

enormous prey of 8,000 cows, besides many garrons, sheep, &c.,

and slew many people. At this time the deputy, lord Arthur
Grey, plundered and laid waste vai-ious parts oi" the country, and
Leland says that all persons, both of English and Irish race, sent

complaints to England of his barbarity, saying he would leave

nothing for the queen to reigii over in Ireland, but " carcasses and
ashes." In 1586, sir Richard Bingham, governor of Connaught,

until the person who had committed the slaying,

namely Donal, the son of Con, should be given up
for his release ; Niall and Donal went on the word of

protection before the governor, and Hugh Buighe

was set at liberty, and Donal was retained. Niall

O'Donnell afterwards proceeded to England to ask

forgiveness for his crimes, and to obtain the reward

of his support, services, and aid to the crov\n of

England, from king James. Rory O'Donnell went

to England for the same purpose, although the

services of both to the crown were not equal, and

each of them was putting forward his claim to Tir-

connell, so that it was then the king and the coun-

cil appointed Rory O'Donnell earl over Tirconnell,

and assigned his own estate to Niall, viz. from

Leachta-Siubhaine westward, as far as the Seasgan-

Lubanach, on both sides of the river Finn (about

Lifford, in Donegal), and they both returned to Ire-

land in peace and on good terms, after they had

thus been reconciled.

Niall Garv, the son of Rory, son of Eigneachan,

son of Eigneachan, son of Neachtan, son of Tor-

logh of the Wine O'Donnell, died.

Conor, son of Donogh, son of Murrogh, son of

Torlogh O'Brien, died in the month ofDecember.

An excessive famine took place thi'oughout Ire-

land^

in his contests with the Irish, took in Galway and Mayo a prey

of 4,000 cows, and slew 140 of the people. In 1588, Hugh Koe
Mac Mahon, lord of Monaghan, had to give the lord deputy Fitz-

william a bribe of 600 cows to get possession of his own lands, but

he was soon after hanged by Fitzwilliam ; and about the same
time, Maguire, lord of Fermanagh, had to give Fitzwilliam a bribe

of 300 cows to have his country free from a sheriff. In 1600 and

1601, sir Henry Docwra, governor of Derry, repeatedly plundered

and ravaged Derry and Donegal, massacred tlie inhabitants, de-

stroyed the crops, and carried off upwards of 3,000 cows. In 1600,

Carew, president of Munster, plundered and laid waste various

parts of that province. In 1601, sir Charles Wilmot ravaged

Kerry, and on one occasion took a prey of 4,000 cows from Iveragh,

and the same year sir Samuel Bagnall took a prey of 2,000 cows,

with horses and sheep, from Muskerry in Cork. In 1600 and IIJOI

,

sir Arthur Chichester, governor of Carrickfergus, plundered and

laid waste the counties of Down and Antrim, destroyed the crops,

and carried off the cattle. In 1601, sir Francis Barkley took a

prey of 3,000 cows in Longford, and in the same year he plundered

the counties of Cavan and Fermanagh, and carried off 2,000 cows,

200 garrons and many sheep. In the years 1600, 1601, and 1602, an

account has been given of the expeditions of the lord deputy

Mountjoy, in Leinster and Ulster, and the immense depredations

and destruction of property. In 1600, Mountjoy plundered and
laid waste Wicklow, Kildare, Carlow, King's, and Queen's coun-

ties, and Morrison says, that in that harvest he destroyed more
than ten thousand pounds worth of corn, carried off a prey of

4,000 cows, 700 garruns, and many sheep, and massacred the inha-

bitants ; and, at the same time, sir Oliver Lambert committed
great devastations there, and carried off 1,000 cows, and 500 gar-

4 Y
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A. D. 1604.

O'Rourke, i. e. Bryan Oge, son of Bryan-na-

Murtha, son of Bryan Ballach, son of Owen, died

in Galley (in the barony of Iraghticonor, in Kerry),

on the 28th of January, and was buried at the mo-

nastery of Ros Iriala (Mucrus Abbey, at Killarney,

in Kerry), with the Franciscan friars. Mournful

rons. In 1601 and 1602, Mountjoy laid waste all Ulster; Mor-
rison says, " We marched into Ferney, tlie country of Mac Mahon,

and tliere we burned the bouses, and spoiled the goods of the in-

habitants;" and again, " We resolved to draw towards Monaghan,

and spoil the corn of that country, being of exceeding quantity;"

on another occasion he says, "We burned a town in O'Kane's

country, together with many women and children in it, and killed

also 40 kernes and churls." In Tyrone, Mountjoy burned and

laid waste the cmintry, and Morrison says, " our men cut down
the corn with their swords, according to our fashion." In 1601,

according to the Pacata, sir Francis Barkley, with troops from

Askeaton, proceeded to Mac AulifFe's country in Cork, and took

from thence 1,000 cows, and 200 garrons, with much sheep and

other spoils, and in 100'2, sir Charles Wilmot sent a troop to plun-

der Dunkerron, and other parts of Kerry, and they drove off the

immense prey of "2,000 cows, 4,000 sheep, and 1,000 garrons. In

Holinshed's Chronicles, (vol. 6, page 427 to 430), are related many
plunders and massacres of the English forces, during the war in

Munster. On one occasion, he says, " they drove the whole

country before them to Ventry in Kerry, and took all the cattle to

the number of 8,000 kine, besides horses, sheep, goats, &c., an<l

all such people as they met they did without mercy put to the

sword ; by these means the whole country, having no cattle nor

kine left, they were driven to such extremities, that for want of

victuals they were either to die and perish by famine, or to die

under the sword." He relates several other depredations com-
mitted by the soldiers, and says that in one day they killed 400

of the people in the Slievelogher mountains and woods in Kerry,

and that they spared neither man, woman, nor child. Holinshed

(B. 6, p. 459), describes the effects of the war in Munster, as fol-

lows :
" And as for the great companies of soldiers, galloglasses,

kerne, and common people, who followed this rebellion, the numbers
of them are infinite whose blood the earth drank up, and wliose

carcasses the beasts of the field, and the ravening fowls of the air,

did consume and devour. After this followed an extreme famine,
and such whom the sword did not destroy, the same did consume
and eat out ; for they were not only driven to eat horses, dogs,

and dead carrions, but also did devour the carcasses of dead men."
Again he says, " the land itself, which before those wars was
populous, well iidiabited, and rich in all the good blessings of God,
being plenteous of corn, full of cattle, well stored witli fish, and

sundry other good commodities, is now become waste and barren,

yielding no fruits, the pastures no cattle, the air no birds, the seas,

though full of fish, yet to them yielding nothing ; finally, every

way the curse of God was so great, and the land so barren, both

of man and beast, that whosoever did travel from the one end to

the other of all Munster, even from Waterford to the head of Smer-
wick, which is about six scores miles, he would not meet with any
man, woman, or child, saving in towns and cities, nor yet see any
beast, but the very wolves, the foxes, and other like ravening

beasts, and many of them lay dead, being famished, and the resi-

due gone elsewhere." Spenser in his " View of Ireland," page 16G,

speaking of the effects of the war in Munster says, " For, not-

withstanding that the same was a most rich and plentiful country,

full of corn and cattle, that you would have thought they should
have been able to stand long, yet ere one year and a half, they
were brought to such wretchedness, as that any stony heart would
have rued the same. Out of every corner of the woods and
glynns they came, creeping forth upon their hands, for their legs

could not bear them ; they looked like anatomies of death ; they
spake like ghosts crying out of their graves ; they did eat the

dead carrions, happy where they could find them, yea, and one

was the death of him who departed there, for he

was the maintaining pillar and supporting prop of

the tribe of Hugh Fionn ; he was a tower of battle

in bravery, and the guiding star of encounter and

conflict of the Hy Briunians ; a valiant defending

man, who did not allow Brefney to be endangered

during his time ; a man of calm reflection, of au-

anolher soon after, insomuch as the very carcasses they spared

not to scrape out of their graves ; and if they found a plot of water-

cresses or siiamrocks, there tbey flocked as to a feast for tlie time,

yet not able long to continue there withal ; that in short space

there were none almost left, and a most populous and plentiful

country suddenly left void of man and beast." Spenser the poet

was in Munster many years, and the last time he was there was
in the year 1597, so he was an eye witness of some of the horrors

he describes. Fynes Morrison, who accompanied Mountjoy to

Ulster in 1602, relates many horrible instances of famine in that

province ; amongst others he gives an account of some persons at

Newry who made fires in the fields, and driven by direful hunger,

devoured some young children. He relates many other dreadful

cases of famine, and says, " And no spectacle was more frequent

in tlie ditches of towns, and especially in wasted countries, than to

see multitudes of these poor people dead, with their mouths all

coloured green by eating nettles, docks, and all things they could

rend up above ground." Mountjoy, in a letter to the lords of the

council in England, says, " from O'Kane's country northward of

Tyrone, we have left none to give us opposition, nor of late have

seen any but dead carcasses, merely starved for want of meat ;"

and again he says, when in Tyrone, " O'Hagan protested unto us,

that between Tullaghoge and Toome, there lay unburied a thou-

sand dead, and since our first drawing this year to Blackwater,

there were above three thousand starved in Tyrone." (Morrison,

V. 2, pp. 200, 283, 284). Cox, speaking of the year 1602, says

that tlie famine at the siege of Jerusalem, when taken by the

Romans, was not greater than that in Ireland at this time. Le-

land, (B. 4, chap. 3), says on these wars in Munster, "The
southern province seemed to he totally depopulated, and except

within the cities, exhibited an hideous scene of famine and deso-

lation." Sir John Davis, in his Tracts, page 58, says, "The army,
under the command of lord Mountjoy, broke, and absolutely sub-

dued all the lords and chieftains of the Irish, and degenerate or

rebellious English, whereupon the multitude being beat as it were
in a mortar with the sword, famine, and pestilence, altogether,

submitted themselves to the English government." Spenser in

his " View of Ireland," page 28, thus speaks of the beauty and

fertility of the country at this time, " And sure it is yet a most
beautiful and sweet country, as any is under heaven, being stored

throughout with many goodly rivers, replenished with all sorts of

fish most abundantly, sprinkled with many very sweet islands and

goodly lakes, like little inland seas, that will carry even ships

upon their waters, adorned with goodly woods even fit for building

of houses and ships, so commodiously, as that if some princes in

the world had them, they would soon hope to be lords of all the

seas, and ere long of all the world ; also full of very good ports

and havens, opening upon England, as inviting us to come unto

them to see what excellent commodities that country can afford,

besides the soil itself most fertile, fit to yield all khid of fruit that

shall be committed thereunto ; and lastly, the heavens most mild

and temperate." Sir John Davis, attorney-general in Ireland, in

the reign of James I., says, " I liave visited all the provinces of

that kingdoni, in sundry journeys and circuits ; wherein I have

observed the good temperature of the air, the fruitfulness of the

soil, the pleasant and commodious seats for habitation, the safe

and large ports and havens lying open for traffic into all the west

parts of the world, the long inlets of many navigable rivers, and

so many ereat lakes and fresh ponds within the land, as the like

are not to be seen in any part of Europe ; the rich fishings, and

wild fowl of all kinds ; and lastly, the bodies and minds of the

people, tndued with extraordinary abilities of nature."
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thority amongst his friends, and fierce to his ene-

mies ; a man the most illustrious for justice, hos-

pitality, excellence, noble deeds, circumspection,

and prudence, of any that lived of his tribe for a

long time.

A.D. 1605.

Sir Arthur Chichester, lord justice of Ireland,

and the earl of TjTone, namely, Hugh, the son of

Ferdorcha, came to Strabane, and O'Neill was de-

manding a portion of the estate which Niall O'Don-
nell had obtained from the king, viz., the Moen-
tacht ; Niall brought before the lord justice the

securities which he had for the Moentacht La suc-

cession, from his ancestors, and besides, the charts

which Mauus O'Donnell exacted from O'Neill,

namely. Con Bacach, for the release ofHenry, the

son of John, who was in imprisonment with

O'Donnell, i. e. Manus, until he got those charts for

his release, and the lord justice, sir Arthur, havmg
understood the arguments of both parties, he ad-

judged the Moentacht toNiall,and said that O'Neill

could not by right claim the land, for the title be-

came long extinct, as it had exceeded sixtyyears,and

they were both obliged to abide by that decision.

O'Roui'ke, i. e. Teige of the Wine, the son of

Bryan-na-Murtha, son of Bryan Ballach, son of

Owen, lord of Brefney, a man who experienced

much trouble and injury in defending his patri-

rnony against his brother O'Rourke, i. e. Bryan
Oge ; a man who it was not expected would have

died on his bed, but rather should fall by sword or

spear; a man who encountered hard contested

conflicts, and many perilous hazai-ds, in maintain-

ing the inheritance of his patrimony, and becoming

successor to his father, until at length God granted

him a lordship ; died, and was buried with due

honours in the monastery of St. Francis at Car-

rickpatrick (at Dromahaire, in Leitrim). Marj- de

Burgh, daughter of the earl of Clanrickard, was

the mother of that Teige.

A.D. 1606.

A.D. 1607.

O'Boyle, i. e. Teige Oge, the son of Teige, son

A.D. 1607.

1. The Flight and Death of the Earls.—The circumstances
connected with these events are given by Cox, Leland, Mac
Geoghegan, Curry, TaaiFe, and various other historians. Cox, in

of Torlogh, died at Druim-Arc, near the town of

O'Boyle, on the 3rd of May, and was buried at

Donegal.

Maguire, i. e. Cuchonacht, and Donogh, the son

of INIahon, son of the bishop O'Brien, brought a

ship with them to Ireland, and they entered the

harbour of Suiligh (Lough Svvilly, in Donegal).

They took with them from Ireland the earl O'Neill,

namely Hugh, the son of Ferdorcha, and the earl

O'Donnell, i.e. Rory, the son of Hugh, son of

Manus, together with a great number of the nobles

of the provuice of Ulster. The persons who ac-

companied O'Neill were the countess, namely Ca-

therine, the daughter of Magennis, her three sons,

Hugh the baron, John, and Bryan ; Ait Oge, the

son of Cormac, son of the baron ; Ferdorcha, son

of Con, the son of O'Neill ; Hugh Oge, the son of

Bryan, son of Art O'Neill, along with a great num-
ber of his faithful friends. Those who accompa-

nied the earl O'Donnel were Cathbar his bi-other,

with his sister Nuala, and Hugh, son of the earl,

who wanted three weeks of being a year old ; Rose,

daughter of O'Dogherty, the wife of Cathbar, with

her son Hugh, aged two years and a quarter ; his

brother's son, Donal Oge, son ofDonal ; Naghtan,

the son of Calvach, son of Donogh Cairbreach

O'Donnell, together with a great number of his

faithful friends ; it was on the festival of the Cross

in harvest (14th of September), they embarked in

the ship. That was a distinguished company for one

ship, for it is most certain that the sea has not borne

nor the wind wafted from Ireland in the latter times

a party in any one ship more eminent, illustrious,

and noble than they were, in point of genealogy,

or more distinguished for great deeds, renown,

feats of arms, and valorous achievements ; and

would that God had granted them to remain in

their patrimonies, untU their youths should anive

at the age of manhood ! Woe to the heart that

meditated ! woe to the mind that planned ! woe to

the council that determined on the project which

caused the party who went on that voyage to de-

part, while they had no prospect to the end of their

Uves of returning safe to then' hereditaiy estates,

or patrimonial inheritance !'

his Hibernia Anglieana, relates the matter thus :
—" On the 7th

of May, 1607, a letter directed to sir William Usher, clerk of the

council, was dropped in the council chamber of Dublin Castle,

which discovered a conspiracy of the earls of Tyrone and Tircon-

4 Y 2
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A.D. 1608.

Grievous dissensions and strife arose between

the governor, who was in Derry Columkille, name-

ly, sir George Pawlett, and O'Dogherty, i. e.

Cahir, the son of John Oge ; it was not only that

nell, Maguire, O'Cahan, the lord of Delvin, and almost all the

Irish of Ulster, to surprise tlie castle of Dublin, and murder the

lord deputy and council, and set up for themselves." " They had
sent," says Cnx, " a haron to the arcli-dukes to solicit assistance,

and probably had employed womebody else to Spain j but as soon

as they had notice that their plot was discovered, the earls of

Tyrone and Tirconnell, and the lord Matjuire fled heyond seas to

get Spanisli aid, and the rest did shift for themselves as well as

they could, but some were taken and executed." In Curry's
*' Civil Wars," (chap. 5), the followir;^ account of the affair is

given from a work by Doctor Carleton, bishop of Chichester,

wherein it is stated, that Geortje Montgomery, bishop of Derry,
having attempted to recover certain church lands belonging to his

see, which it is said were held by O'Neill, the bishop by some
means obtained the assistance of O'Cahan or O'Kane, as a witness

for the recovery of the said lands. O'Cahan was brought for that

purpose before the council in Dublin. O'Neill was likewise sum-
moned to appear in Dublin regarding the suit, but having, it is

said, entered into a plot against tlie state some time before, he was
afraid that O'Cahan, wlio knew of the conspiracy, had revealed it

to the government, on wbich O'Neill and his confederates fled out

of Ireland ; but Curry altogether disbelieves the existence of this

pretended conspiracy, and says, " the accounts were framed to

give some colour of right to public acts of slander, oppression, and
rapine." In tlie Preface to Borlase's *' Rebellion of 1641," refer-

ence is made to this matter by Henry Jones, bishop of Meath,
wlio states, that in tbe year 161)7 there was " a providential dis-

covery of anotlier rebellion in Ireland, the lord Chichester being

deputy; the discoverer not being willing to appear, a letter from
him, not subscribed, was superscribed to sir William Usher, clerk

of the council, and dropped in the council chamber, then held in

the castle of Dublin, in which was mentioned a design fop seizing

tbe castle and murdering tbe deputy, with a general revolt, and
dependance on Spanish forces, and tliis also for religion." This
letter was dropped in the council chamber on the lOth of May,
and its contents are given in Lodge's Peerage, on the Nugents,
earls of Weslmeath. In the work called "Anderson's Royal
Genealogies," (page 78G), another account is given of tiiis affair,

in which the contrivance of the plot is attributed to Robert Cecil,

earl of Salisbury, the secretary of state in England. Anderson
says, " artful Cecil employed one St. Lawrence to entrap the
earls of Tyrone and Tirconnell, the lord of Delvin, and other Irish

chiefs, nito a sham plot which had no evidence but his ; but those
chiefs being informed that witnesses were to be fiired against them,
foolishly fled from Dublin, and so taking guilt upon them they
were declared rebels ; and six entire counties in Ulster were at
once forfeited to the crown, which was what theirenemies wanted."
Mac Gecghegan gives the same acc(mnt, and considers the whole
business to have been planned by the secretary Cecil, who he says,

employed for that purpose Christopher St. Lawrence, baron of
Howth, who, " to entrap the leaders of the Catholics, invited them
to a secret conference ;" he further states, that tbe earls O'Neill
and O'Donnell, with Richard Nugent, baron of Delvin, and other
Catholics of distinction, attended this meeting, at which St. Law-
rence made them sweiir not to divulge what he would communicate
and informed them, "that the court of England had determined to

eradicate tbe Catholic religion out of Ireland, and force them to be-
come Protestants ;" he then advised thera to stand in their defence,
but afterwards, says Mac Geoghegrin, accused them to the king
of having formed secret designs against the state, and O'Neill and
others being summoned before the council, and finding themselves
unexpectedly confronted by St. Lawrence, acknowledged they
attended the meeting, but repelled the calumny of having entered
into any treasonable plot against the state ; and no evidence having
been produced against them, they were allowed to depart free

the governor abused him in language, with scorn

and contempt, but also inflicted on him a personal

castigation, so that he prefen'ed death to life, ra-

ther than endure the insult and dishonour he re-

ceived, and he would not delay or put off being

from arrest, but were ordered to appear on the following day. In
the meantime, says Mac Geoghegan, some false friends in the
council advised them privately to consult for their safety, on
which, fearing that hired witnesses would be produced against
them, and their lives endangered, they fled from Ireland, as above
recorded in the Annals. Some of the O'Neills, O'Donnells,
O'Kanes, and other chiefs, were executed in Dublin, and others
were imprisoned in the tower of London. The baron of Delvin
was imprisoned in Dublin Castle, but he made his escape and fled

to O'Reilly's castle of Cloughoughter in Cavan, but was after-

wards pardoned. The earls O'Neill and O'Donnell, with some
other chiefs, set sail for France and landed in Normandy, on
which, according to Mac Geoghegan, the Englisli ambassador at
the court of king Henry the IV., demanded they should be sur-

rendered as rebels to king James, but Henry refused the request
with scorn, as an act beneath the dignity of a king. The earls

next proceeded to Flanders, where they were well received by the
archduke Albert, who then governed the Low C(mntries ; and
they lastly retired to Rome, where they were kindly and honour-
ably received by Pope Paul V., who, together with the king of

Spain, granted pensions for their support. Most of those illus-

trious exiles died soon after ; Constantine Maguire died at Geneva
in the same year, wliile preparing to go to Spain ; the earl O'Don-
nell died at Rome in 1608, as recorded in tlie Annals, not in 1617,
as stated by several writers; and his brotlier Cathbar died at

Rome in tbe same year, and also Hugh O'Neill, baron of Dungan-
non, son of Hugh, the earl. The heroic Hugh O'Neill himself, the
last representative of the ancient kings of Ulster, died at Rome in

the year 1616, old, blind, and broken down by many misfortunes
;

his son Henry, who was in the Spanish service, was assassinated

a few years afterwards at Brussels. The princes and chiefs of

Tyrone and Tirconnell who died at Rotne, were buried on St.

Peter's Hill, in the Franciscan church of Monte Aureo, according

to De Burgo, who gives the Latin inscription on their monument
in the supplement to his Hibernia Dominicana. In O'Reilly's

Irish Writers, at A. D. IPOO, and in these Annals at tbe year

1608, an account is given of Owen Roe Mac Ward, who was
chief bard to the O'Donnells, and accompanied the earls in their

exile to Rome, He wrote a beautiful elegiac poem on the death
of the princes of Tyrone and Tirconnell, in which he addresses

Nuala, the sister of the earl Roderic O'Donnell, and he pathetical-

ly represents her as weeping alone over the graves of the princes on

St. Peter's Hill. This poem, translated from the Irish, has been ad-
mirably versified by Clarence Mangan, ofwhich the following verses

afford a favorable specimen. There are allusions in it to the great

victories gained over the English by the O'Neills and O'Donnells
in the North, and which have been recorded in these Annals, as

the battles of Athbuidhe or the Yellow Ford, of Ballaghmoyre or

the Moyry Pass, of Ashanee or Ballysbannon, of Mullaghbrack,
of tlie Curlew Mountains, &c. ; and the poem concludes with an
allusion to the blood of Conn, meaning the O'Neills and O'Don-
nells, one of whose ancestors was Conn of the Hundred Battles, a
celebrated king of Ireland, in the second century.

" O woman of the piercing wail,

Who mournest o'er yon mound of clay,

With sigh and groan
;

Would God tliou wert among the Gael *

Thou wouldst not then from day to day
Weep tlms alone.

'Twere long before, around a grave.

In green Tirconnell, one could find

This loneliness

;

Near where Beann-Boirche's banners wave,
Such grief as thine could ne'er have pined

Companionless.
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the insult he had received. The unanimous reso-

lution they came to in the first place was, on the

3rd of May, that he should invite captain Hart,

who was in Culmore, a place which lay on the

banks of Lough Foyle, on the north side of the

Derry we have mentioned, and he kept him pri-

soner until he obtained the fort for his release. He
then immediately proceeded, at the dawn of day,

to Derry, and fiercely attacked the people of the

town by surprise ; the governor was killed by

Eochy, son of Niall, son of Gerald O'Dogherty,

and lieutenant Corbie by John, son of Hugh, son

" What do I say ? Ah, woe is me !

Already we bewail in vain

Their fatal fall

!

And Erin, once the Great and Free,

Now vainly mourns her breakless chain,

And iron thrall

!

Then, daughter of O'Donnell ! dry
Thine overliowing eyes, and turn

Thy heart aside
;

For Adam's race is born to die,

And sternly the sepulchral urn
Mocks human pride !

" Look not, nor sigh for earthly throne,

Nor place thy trust in arm of clay

—

But on thy knees
Uplift thy soul to God alone,

For all things go their destined way
As He decrees.

Embrace the faithful Crucifix,

And seek the path of pain and prayer
Thy Saviour trod

;

Nor let thy spirit intermix
With earthly hope and worldly care

Its groans to God.

*' And thou, O mighty Lord ! whose ways
Are far above our feeble minds

To understand.
Sustain us in these doleful days.

And render light the chain that binds

Our fallen land !

Look down upon our dreary state,

.\nd through the ages that may still

Roll sadly on.

Watch thou o'er hapless Erin's fate,

And shield at least from darker ill

The blood of Conn!"

In May, 1608, sir Cahir O'Dogherty, lord oflnisowen, a young
man of great spirit and valour, then only in the 21st year of his

age, raised an insurrection against the English in Ulster, being un-
able to tolerate the insolence and tyranny of sir George Paulett,

governor of Derry. O'Dogherty and his forces having surprised

Derry, they slew Paulett and most of the garrison, and burned
the town; he also took the fort of Culmore, near Derry, from cap-
tain Hart, where he found 12 pieces of cannon, and gave the com-
mand of the fortress to a valiant chief, Felim Mac Davett.
O'Dogherty ravaged the settlements of the English in various parts
of Derry, Donegal, and Tyrone, and liefeated their forces in seve-
ral engagements. Marshal Wingfield and sir Oliver Lambert
marched against him with 4000 men, and having advanced to Cul-
more, Mac Davett, unable to defend the place against so great a
force, set fire to the fortress, and sailed off with his men towards
Derry, carrying away some of the cannon, and throwing the rest

into the sea. Wingfield then advanced against Burt Castle, the

of Hugh Duff O'Donnell, and many others were

slain besides ; captain Henry Vaughan, and the

wife of the bishop of the town, were taken

prisoners ; they afterwards plundered and burned

the town, and they carried off much booty from it.

Alas ! although it was not disreputable for the

noble chief to take revenge for his dishonour, nu-

merous and inexpressible were the evils which

sprung and became permanently established in the

entire province of Ulster, through that insurrection,

which arose against the laws of the king, for from

that resulted his death, on the 18th of July fol-

chief residence of O'Dogherty, near Lough Swilly. Mac Geoghe-
gan says the castle was commanded by a monk, who, not having a

sufficient force to defend it, and not wishing to subject O'Dogher-
ty's lady, who was Mary Preston, daughter of lord Gormanstown,
to the dangers of a siege, surrendered the castle on condition that

the garrison should be spared, but Wingfield put most of tbem
to the sword, and sent O'Dogherty's wife to her brother. O'Dogh-
erty had various encounters with the English forces, and main-

tained his ground for about three months in Donegal ; the lord

deputy Chichester offered a reward of SOO marks for his head, and

sir Cahir being encamped at the Rock of Doune, near Kilmacren-

nan, was shot dead with a musket ball, by an English soldier, who
took deliberate aim at him, recognising the warlike chief amidst

his men, from his waving plume and lofty stature. The extensive

estates of O'Doglierty were confiscated, and transferred to Chi-

chester, ancestor to the earls of Donegal. After the flight and at-

tainder of the earls, their extensive possessions became forfeited to

the crown, and not only the lands of the earls, but those of all the

Irish chiefs and proprietors in Ulster were confiscated. The te-

nants, and people of Irish descent, were deprived of their lands,

and the Siooribmen, according to Pynnar, " were transported

into the waste lands of Connaught and Munster, where tliey were

dispersed, and not planted together in one place;" some of the

Irish chiefs got regrants from the crown of small portions of their

own hereditary lands. Six entire counties in Ulster, namely, Ar-
magh, Tyrone, Derry, Donegal, Fermanagh, and Cavan, were con-

fiscated, and, by the project called the Plantation of Ulster,

carried into effect by king James, from 1607 to 1012, the exten-

sive territories held for many ages by the O'Neills, O'Donnells,

O'Dogherties, O'Kanes, Maguires, O'Reillys, and many other

chiefs mentioned in the courne of these Annals, as the ancient pos-

sessors of Ulster, were transferred to colonies of British settlers,

of which transactions accounts are given in Pynnar's Survey, pub-

lished in Harris's Hibernica, and in the Tracts of sir John Da-
vis. These settlers were called Planters and Undertniers, and

came chiefly from Scotland. Fynes Morrison, who was in Ireland

in the time of the lord deputy Mountjoy, having visited the coun-

try in the year 1613, says, " At this time I found the state of Ire-

land much changed, for, by the flight of the earls of Tyrone and

Tirconnell, with some chiefs of countries in the North, and the

suppression and death of sir Cahir O'Dogherty, their confederate

in making new troubles, all the North was possessed by new colo-

nies of ^nf/iwA, but especially of Sco<*. The mere Irish in the

North, and over all Ireland, continued still in absolute subjection,

being powerful in no part of the kingdom, excepting only Con-

naught, where their chief strength was yet little to be feared, if

the English-Irish had sound hearts to the State." Thus, after a

continued contest and tierce wars for 430 years, from the time of

Strongbow, comprising the period from 1170 to 1600, the reduction

of Ireland was ultimately effected ; and with the heroic struggles

of Hugh O'Neill, and Red Hugh O'Donnell, terminated the power

of the Irish princes and chiefs, not only in Ulster, but in all the

other provinces, for afterwards, with the exception of the great

confederacy of 1041, the Milesian Irish made no national move-

ment to recover their independence.
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lowing, by the chief marshal of Ireland, Robert

Wincwel (Wingfield), and by sir Oliver Lambert,

and he was quartered between Derry and Culmore,

and his head was sent to Dublin to be piiblickly

exhibited ; many of the nobles and chiefs of the

pro-s'ince, too numerous to be mentioned, were also

put to death. It was on account of this insurrec-

tion, and the flight of the earls we have mentioned,

that their inheritance, their estates, their landed

properties, their fortresses, and strongholds, their

delightful prosperous harbours, and their fish-a-

bounding bays, were taken from the Irish of the

province of Ulster, and were transferred in their

presence to foreigners, and they were expelled and

banished into various strange countries, w^here most

of them died. Niall Garv O'Donnell, with his

brethren and his son Naghtan, were taken priso-

ners, about the festival of St John of tlus year, after

they were accused ofbeing in league with O'Dogh-

erty ; they were afterwards conveyed to Dublin,

from whence Niall and Naghtan were sent to the

tower of London, after Niall had been freed from

death by the decision of the law, and they remained

imprisoned in the Tower till the end of their lives
;

Hugh and Donal were set at liberty from their im-

prisonment afterwards, in the following year.

The earl of Tirconnell, i. e. Rory, the son of

Hugh, son of Manus, son of Hugh Duv, son of

Hugh Roe O'Donnell, died at Rome on the 28th

of July, and was buried in the monaster}' of St.

Francis, on the hill on which St Peter the Apostle

was crucified, after mourning his faults and imper-

fections, after an approved confession and repen-

tance of his sins and transgressions, after receiving

the body and blood of Christ at the hands of

the learned ecclesiastical psalmodists of Rome.
]\Iournful was the short career and the untimely

loss of him who departed, for he was a brave, de-

fending, triumphant, valorous, and warlike man

;

often had he been engaged in the pass of danger,

in defence of his faith and patrimony, in aiding his

brother, Hugh Roe, before he himselfassumed the

lordship of Tirconnell ; he was a bountiful lord, in

bestowing great presents and ofgood hospitality, to

whom the inheritance of his ancestors did not seem

toomuchforhis liberality andentertainments; aman
who did not give his mind or thoughts to worldly

substance, or riches, but rather to subdue and expel

both noble and ignoble according to their deserts.

Maguire, i. e. Cuchonacht Oge, son of Cucho-
nacht Oge, son of Cuchonacht, son of Cuchonacht,

son of Bryan, son of Philip, son of Thomas, lord

of Fermanagh, a person who obtained a lordship

without fraud, without deception, without treacherj'

or without the slaying of a relative, but was elected

in the presence of the men ofUlster, as successor to

his brother Hugh ; a learned, well-featured, cheer-

ful, high-spirited, and rapid-marching warrior ; a

man of superior wisdom and personal figure, and

of aU other good qualifications, died at Geneva,

in Italy, on the 1 2th of August.

James, the son of Eiver, son of Cu-uladh Mac
Mahon (of Monaghan), died on the same day, and

was buried at the forementioned place (Geneva).

Cathbar, son of Hugh, son of Manus (O'Don-
nell), the most distinguished and famous for

magnanimity and heroism, and for entertainments

and hospitality, of any lord's son in the island of

Heremon (Ireland) ; the regeneration of Cuan, son

of Cailchin (a lord of Fermoy who lived in the Tth

century), and of Guaire, son of Colman (a king of

Connaught in the 7th century), in generosity and

hospitality, a man from whom no person ever re-

turned with a refusal, died at Rome, on the 1 7th

of September, and was buried along with his bro-

ther the earl.

Hugh O'Neill, the son of Hugh, son of Ferdor-

cha, baron of Dungannon, heir to the earl O'Neill,

the only hope of the Tyronians to succeed his fa-

ther, should he survive him, died, and was buried

in the same place with his mother's brethren,

namely, the earl O'Donnell and Cathbar.

A.D. 1609.

Cathbar Oge, the son of Cathbar, son ofManus,

son of Hugh Duv O'Donnell, was put to death in

Dubhn by the English, on the 18th of July. It

would not be a dishonour to the tribe of ConaU,

the son of Niall (the Tirconnallians), that good

man to be appointed to the government over them,

had he succeeded to the lordship, in respect of his

nobleness of blood, high-spiritedness, power, va-

lour, prudence, protection, prowess, and the con-

ducting of those who were sent under his command.
Bryan-na-Samhtach,son of Art, son of Bryan-na

Muicheirge (O'Rourke), was slain by the English.

IMac Ward, i. e. Owen, the son of Geoffrey, son of

Owen, son of Geoffi-ey, chief professor to O'Don-
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nell in poetry, a learned and intelligent man, who

kept a house of general hospitality, died at an ad-

vanced age, after the victory of repentance.

A. D. 1610.

A.D. 1611.

Conor O'Duvaney, bishop of Down and Con-

nor, who was first a friar of the order of St. Fran-

cis, of the convent of Donegal, and was afterwards

elected to this bishoprick, for his superior merits,

was taken prisoner by the Enghsh, and he remain-

ed for a long time with them, in bondage and

punishment ; and they offered him much wealth

and presents, if he would conform to their tenets,

but he rejected that offer, for he preferred to aban-

don the transitory good for an everlasting kingdom.

God released him on that occasion from the Eng-

lish, but he was taken again, and put to death

;

and sir Arthur Chichester was lord justice in Ire-

land at that time; he was first beheaded, then

quartered and cut in pieces, in Dublin, on the 1st

day of February. There was not a Christian in the

land of Ireland, whose heart did not shudder at

the dreadful martyrdom which the pure and en-

lightened divine, and the experienced and truly

humble, upright man, suffered and endured for

the benefit of his soul ; every one of the Christians

who were at that time in the city of Dublin, emu-

lated each another to see which of them should

have one of his members, and not his members

only, but they had supplied themselves with quan-

tities of fine linens to receive his blood in them,

that it might not be lost, for they were confident

that he was one of the holy martyrs ofthe Trinity.

Giolla-Patrick O'Luchairen, an eminent priest,

was along with the bishop at that time ; when the

English decreed that they should be both put to

death, the bishop dreaded that he might be dis-

mayed and terrified on beholding the dreadful

usage that would be inflicted on his own body, in

his presence, so that he therefore requested of the

executioners to put the priest to death before him-

self; the priest said that he need not be in dread

of him on that account, and that he would follow

him without fear, and he moreover said, that it was

not meet that an illustrious bishop should be with-

out a priest to .accompany him ; that he fulfilled,

for he endured and sufiered the same treatment to

be inflicted on himsUf, for sake of the kingdom of

heaven, for his soul.

Niall O'Boyle, bishop of Rath-both (Raphoe, in

Donegal), died in Glen-Eidhnighe, on the 6th of

February, and was buried at Iniskeel (in the ba-

rony of Boylagh, county of Donegal).

A.D. 1616.

O'Neill, i.e. Hugh, the son of Ferdorcha, son of

Con Bacach, son of Con, son of Henry, son of

Owen, who had been baron from the death of his

father, till the year in which the celebrated Parli-

ament was held in Dublin, 1584, and who had been

created earl of Tyrone at that Parliament, and

had been afterwards nominated O'Neill, died at

an advanced age, after having fulfilled his time and

career with pre-eminence, power, prudence, honour,

and excellence ; where he died was at Rome, on

the 20th of July, after an approved repentance of

his sins, and after gaining the victory over the

world and the devil ; although he died far distant

from Armagh, the burial place of his ancestors, it

was a manifestation that God was pleased with

his life, for the place in which God granted him to

be buried, was not worse, viz., Rome, the capital

of the Christians ; the person who then departed

was a powerful mighty lord, of subtle, acute, and

profound intellect and mind, a warlike, valiant,

predatory and enterprising lord, in defence of his

religion and patrimony, against his enemies ; a

)iious, charitable lord, of meekness and mildness

towards his friends, but fierce and stern to his

enemies, until he brought them luider controul

and subjection to his authority ; a lord who did

not covet to possess the lands or projierty of any

others, but was content with what his ancestors

inherited originally ; a lord possessing the power

and praise-worthy fame of a prince, who did not

suffer robbery, or insubordination, ])lunder or vi-

olence, animosity or treachery, to prevail during

his government, but kept all within the bounds of

the law, as was becoming a prince.

END OF THE ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS.
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As a favourable opportunity did not occur of giving
the following important documents, at the periods to

which they refer, they are inserted here

:

The Bull of Pope Adrian TV. to King Henry II.—An ac-
count of tliis document is given by the various Irisli liistorians,

particularly in Mac Geoghegan's Ireland, and Lanigan's Ecclesias-
tical History. Pope Adrian IV,, by name Nicholas Brealopeare,
was by birth an Englishman ; he was a monk of St. Albans, and
was elected Pope in 1154, and died in 1159. Being a personal
friend of King Henry II., of England, it is said he was influenced

to grant him a Bull, conferring on hira the sovereignty of Ireland;
and it is stated in Ilanmer's Chronicle (p. 215), that king Henry
sent a monk named John of Salisbury, and others, as a deputation
to Rome, to solicit this Bull from Adrian, who granted it in tlie

year 1155, at which time Henry meditated an invasion of Ireland.

But king Henry postponed this object, and it is stated by Mac
Geoghegan, that the empress Matilda, the king's mother, was
opposed to the publication of the Bull, and the invasion of Ireland.
King Henry came to Ireland in 1171, and returned to England in

1172 ; and Adrian's grant of Ireland to him, was confirmed by a
Bull, or Brief of Pope Alexander III., in 11 72, according to

Lanigan. Keating states that Adrian's Bull was published at
Waterford, in a meeting of bishops and clergy, before this time

;

and, according to other accounts, the Bull was produced in 1172,
by king Henry, at the council of bishops and clergy which he had
convened at Cashel ; but Lanigan correctly states, that the Bulls
of Adrian and Alexander were, for the first time, publicly read at

Waterford, in the year 1175, at a meeting of bishops and clergy
convened for that purpose, by Nicholas, prior of Wallingford, who
had been sent with these documents, from England, accompanied
by William Fitz Adelm de Burgo, afterwards lord deputy of Ire-

land. Thus it appears the Bull of Adrian was kept private, and
not published, 'till 20 years after it had been received by king
Henry. The Bull of Adrian is represented as a forgery by Mac
Geoghegan, and in Cambrensis Eversus, these writers being of

opinion that it was fabricated to facilitate the conquest of freland,

by the English ; but Lanigan, who is considered the best authority
on the subiect, maintains that it is an absolutely antlientic docu-
ment. The Bulls of Adrian and Alexander are given in Latin, in

the French edition of Mac Geoghegan, and in English, in the
edition by Dufl'y, of Dublin, in which the Bull of Adrian is trans-

lated as follows

:

" Adrian, bishop and servant of the servants of God, to his most
dear son in Christ, the ilhtstrious king of England, greeting,
health, and apostolical benediction.

" Thy greatness, as is becoming a Catholick prince, is laudably
and successfully employed in thought and intention, to propagate
a glorious name upon earth, and lay up in heaven the rewards of a
happy eternity, by extending the boundaries of the church, and
making known to nations which are uninstructed, and still ignorant
of tlie Christian faith, its truths and doctrine, by rooting up the
seeds of vice from the land of the Lord : and to perform this more
etticaciously, thou seekest the counsel and protection of the apos-
tolical see, in which undertaking, the more exalted thy design will

he, united with prudence, the more propitious, we trust, will be
thy progress under a benign Providence, since a happy issue and
end are always the result of what has been undertaken from an
ardour of faith, and a love of religion.

" It is not indeed to be doubted, that the kingdom of Ireland,

and every island upon which Christ the sun ofjustice hath shone,

and which has received the principles of the Christian faith, belong

of right to St. Peter, and to the holy Roman church, (which- thy

majesty likewise admits), from whence we the more fully implant

in them the seed of faith, that seed which is acceptable to God, and

to which we, after a minute investigation, consider that a confor-

mity should by us be the more rigidly required. Thou, dearest

sonin Christ, hast likewise signified to us, that for the purpose of

subjecting the people of Ireland to laws, and eradicating vice from

amongst them, thou art desirous of entering that island ; and also

of paying for each house an annual tribute of one penny to St.

Peter ; and of preserving the privileges of its churches, pure and

undefiled. We, therefore, with approving and favorable views,

commend thy pious and laudable desire, and to aid thy underta-

king we give to thy petition our grateful and willing consent, that

for the extending the boundaries of the church, the restraining the

prevalence of vice, the improvement of morals, the implanting of

virtue, and propagation of the Christian religion, thou enter that

island, and pursue those things which shall tend to the honour of

God and salvation of his people ; and that they may receive thee

with honour, and revere thee as their lord : the privilege of their

churches continuing pure and unrestrained, and theaimual tribute

of one penny from each house remaining secure to St. Peter, and

the holy Roman Church. If thou therefore deem what thou hast

projected in mind, possible to be completed, study to instil good

morals into that people, and act so that thou thyself, and such

persons as thou wilt judge competent from their faith, words, and

actions, be instrumental in advancing the honour ofthe Irish church,

propagate and promote religion, and the faith of Christ, to advance

thereby the honour of God, and salvation of souls, that thou mayest

merit an everlasting reward of happiness hereafter, and establish

on earth a name of glory, which shall last for ages to come.

Given at Rome, &c. iScc. &c."

Letters of King Donal O'Neill, and Pope John XXII.—In

the Scotic Chronicle of John of Fordun, which was written in the

]4th century, there is given, in Latin, a long letter which was sent

by Donald, or Donal O'Neill, king of Ulster, to PopeJohn ^XII.,

complaining to his Holiness of the excessive tyranny exercised by

the English in Ireland. This was the Donal O'Neill, prince of

Tyrone, who, at the year 1319, is mentioned by the Four Masters,

to have been twice deposed by the power of the English, and whose

death, at the year 1325, is recorded in these Annals. O'Neill,

and other Irish princes at this time invited over Edward Bruce,

brother of the renowned king Robert Bruce, and on his arrival in

1315, with an army of Scots, he was crowned king of Ireland at

Dundalk, the Irish princes and chiefs considering he had a fair

claim to the crown of this kingdom, as the ancient Scottish kings,

and the House of Bruce, were of Milesian descent. This remon-

strance, dated from Dungannon, was sent to Rome by O'Neill, in

1310, in the reign of Edward II., as shewn by Lanigan (vol. 4. p.

163), and not in the reign of Edward III., as erroneously stated

by Mac Geoghegan and many other writers. There is a passage

in the letter, which states that the Milesians came from Spain

3500 years before that time ; but this appears to be a mistake of

some transcriber, and should be 2,500, or 2,300 years, which was

about the period that had elapsed since the arrival of the Milesians

in Ireland, to the time of Donal O'Neill. These and other pas-

sages have not been correctly translated before, but are rectified,

by a literal translation in the present article ; it is mentioned in the

letter, that Ireland was uninhabited at the arrival of the Milesians,

but this must be a mistake, being contrary to the ancient History
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of Ireland, and may therefore be omitted. It is mentioned in the

remonstrance, that llie Eiifilish were not punished for killing any

of the Irish, which agrees with the statements of sir John Davis,

who says, in his Tracts, that in the eye of the law it was considered

no crime to kill a mere Irishman, even in time of peace, the Irish

being reputed aliens and enemies. Curry, in his " Civil Wars,"

confirms this statement, and it appears that a person of Eng-
lish descent was only punished by paying a fine of one mark, or

I3s. 4d., for killing any of the mere Irish. Pope John, moved by

the remonstrance of O'Neill, and the grievances of the Irish, ad-

dressed a letter to king Edward II., exhorting him to check the

tyranny exercised against the people of Ireland, in consequence

of which, the Pontiff says, tliey were constrained to throw off

Edward's dominion, and appoint another king to rule over them,

thus alluding to Edward Bruce. The remonstrance of O'Neill,

and the Pope's letter to king Edward, are given in Latin, in the

French edition of Alac Geoghegan, and are translated as follows :

Letter of O'Neill.—" To our Most Holy Father the Lord John,

by the Orace of God Sovereign Pontiff, we his faithful children in

Christ, Donald O'Neill, king of Ulster, and by hereditary right

lawful heir to the throne of Ireland; as also the Nobles and great

men of this kingdom, with the Irish people, humbly recommend
and devoutly cast themselves at his feel," &c.

" From the sharp and venomous calumnies, and false and unjust

representations made against us, and the defenders of our rights,

by the English, your mind may have been excited against us, a

thing to be much deplored, and influenced by such falsehoods and
misrepresentations, which you might receive as undoubted truth,

you might visit us with your displeasure : We have therefore re-

solved to inform you of our origin, and the state of our country, if

country it can he now called, and of the cruel injuries inflicted on

us, and our ancestors, by some of tlie kings of England, and their

iniquitous ministers, and even by the English barons bom in Ire-

land, cruelties inhumanly commenced, and continued to the present

time; and our loud cries having reached your ears in these com-
munications, you may proceed to examine, and be enabled to per-

ceive, on which side the complaints are founded in truth ; and
therefore that, being diligently and fully informed, in such manner
as the real state of the matter requires, the severity of your judg-
ment shall fall on the guilty party, and punish the delinquents. Be
it therefore known to you, most Holy Father, that from the time

when our forefathers, who were Spaniards, namely, the three sons

of Jlilesius, or Micelius, directed by Providence, came with a fleet

of 30 ships from Cantabria, a country of Spain on the banks of the

river Hiberus (the Ebro), from which we have received our name,
into Ibemia, 2,500 years and upwards have elajjsed ; and descended
from theni, without any admixture of foreign blood, 136 kings
have reigned over the monarchy of Ireland, to the time of king

Leogarius, from whom I, the aforesaid Donald, am descended in a

direct line. It was in his days that our chief apostle and patron
St. Patrick, sent by your predecessor Celestine, through the in-

spiration of the Holy Ghost, in the year of the Incarnation 435,
most efficaciously taught our fathers the truth of the Catholic

faith. From the time of his mission, and the reception of the faith

under humble obedience to the Church of Rome, CI kings of the

same race, unconnected with any foreign blood, excellently in-

structed in the faith of Christ, and abounding in works of charity,

recognising no superior in temporal matters, have likewise ruled to

the year 1170, in uninterrupted succession. And it was these

(kings) and not the English, or people of any other nation, who
amply endowed the Church of Ireland with lands, extensive pos-
sessions, and many privileges, of which lands and privileges it has,

by the English in modern times, been damnably despoiled. After
our kings for so long a time had strenuously defended by their own
valour, against the tyrants and kings of many foreign countries,

the inheritance granted them by God, and always preserving their

native liberty, at length Pope Adrian your predecessor, an Eng-
lishman, not only by birth, but in heart and disposition, in the year
of our Lord 1170, from the false and most iniquitous suggestion of
Henry, king of England, under, and perhaps by whom, the holy
Thomas of Canterbury, in the same year, was put to death, for his
uprightness and defence of the Church, did as you know transfer
the sovereignty of our kingdom, under some certain form of words,
to the said king, whom rather, for the forementioned crime, he
should have deprived of his own kingdom. The judgment of the
Pontiff being thus, alas ! blinded by his English prejudice, regard-

less ofevery right, he did thus in fact unworthily confer on him our
kingdom, thereby depriving us of our regal honours, and delivered

us up, having committed no crime, and without any rational cause,
to be torn as with the teeth of the most cruel wild beasts, and such
of us as escape from the fangs of those deceitful foxes and ravenous
wolves, lacerated and half devoured, only fall with greater misfor-

tune into an abyss of intolerable slavery. From the first time the
English came, by virtue of the donation before-mentioned, they,
under a certain exterior appearance of piety and religious zeal, ne-
fariously entered the boundaries of our kingdom, and with all their

might, and every possible perfidy, endeavoured entirely and radi-

cally to extirpate our nation. By foul and fraudulent cunning
they prevailed so much against us, that without the authority of
any superior, they violently expelled us from our spacious habita-
tions and paternal inheritance, and forced us to fly for refuge to

the mountains, woods, marshes, and barren wastes, and even into

the caverns of the rocks, and to inhabit them for a long time like

wild beasts, for the safety of our lives. Even in these recesses

they incessantly attack us, and endeavour by every means to force

us from them, and arrogantly usurp every place that affords us an
asylum, mendaciously asserting, through the most blind and inso-

lent folly, that we are not entitled to any free place of habitation

in Ireland, but that this country entirely and by full right belongs
to themselves. From these, and many other the like causes, be-
tween us and them have arisen implacable enmities, and perpetual
wars ; from which have followed mutual massacres, incessant de-
predations, continued rapine, frauds and perfidy too frequent and
detestable ; but alas ! from the defect of authority, we fail in all

power of correction and due reform. From this state of things,

the Irish clergy and people have been grievously endangered for

many years, not only in transitory and temporal matters, but too

frequently,from these misfortunes, is endangered the safety of their

souls. \Ve hold it as an undoubted truth, that in consequence of

the aforesaid false suggestion, and donation (of Ireland) which fol-

lowed it, there fell from that time to the present, of both nations,

more ihun fifty thousand men by the sword, besides those destroy-

ed by afllictions, captivity, and famine. These few statements
respecting the general origin of our progenitors, and the miserable

state in which the Roman pontiff has placed us, suffice for the pre-

sent time. Know, most holy Father, that Henry King of England,
to whom it was granted to enter Ireland in the manner which has
been already stated, as also the four kings his successors, have
clearly transgressed the limits of the concession made to him by
the papal Bull under certain conditions, as from the Bull itself is

evidently apparent. For the said Henry promised, as specified in

that Bull, that he would extend the boundaries of the Irish

Church, preserve its rights whole and undefiled, bring the people

under subjection to the laws, and instruct them in good morals,

implant virtues and eradicate the roots of vice, and to pay a yearly

tribute oi one j^ennyfrom each house (called Peter's pence), to St.

Peter the Apostle. As to this promise, he, as well as his afore-

said sujccessors and their iniquitous ministers, the deceitful English,

paying no regard to the interests of Ireland, and totally violating

the terms of the grant, studiously and intentionally have accom-
plished the very reverse of all these conditions, for the rights of

the church have been so much restricted, contracted, and cur-
tailed by them, that some cathedral churches have been, by open
force, robbed of half their lands and possessions, and deprived by
them of almost every ecclesiastical privilege. The bishops and
prelates are indiscriminately cited, arrested, seized, and incarce-

rated by the officials of the king of England in Ireland, and having
suflered such frequent and grievous injuries of this kind, they are

oppressed with such a servile fear, that they have not dared to

communicate those grievances to your Holiness ; and since they

themselves are shamefully silent, we have resolved to say no more
on this suliject- Besides they (tlie English), have so instructed

the Irish people, whom they undertook to reform in morals, and
subject to the laws, that their honest and dove-like simplicity of

manners, from intercourse with them, and from their evil example,
is wonderfully changed into a serpent-like cunning. They have
likewise deprived us of our written laws, under which we had, for

the most part, been hitherto governed, and of every other law, ex-

cept such as could not be wrested from us, instituting, to extermi-

nate our nation, the worst, most infamous, and unjust laws of their

own, a few of which, for example sake, are here inserted :

" 1st. In the court of the king of England in Ireland, the fol-
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lowing laws are ptrictly observed. It i» permitted to every man,
who is not Irish, for any action whatever, to go to law with any
Irishman, while every Irishman, layman or ecclesiastic, prelates

alone excepted, is prohibited from going to law with any English-
man for any cause.

"2nd. If, as it often occurs, any Englishman perfidiously and
falsely kills an Irishman, however noble and innocent be may be,

whether an ecclesiastic or layman, regular or secular, even were he
an Irish prelate, who had been slain, no punishment or correction

is inflicted by the said court on such a nefarious murderer; nay,
on the contrary, the more worthy and distinguished among his

countrymen the person slain has been, so much more the assassin

is honoured and rewarded by the English, not only by the common
people, but even by the ecclesiastics and English bishops ; and
chiefly l)y those persons on whom it is incumbent, by virtue of
their oflice, to inflict due correction and proper punishment on
such malefactors.

"3rd. iivery Irishwoman, whether noble or otherwise, who is

married to any Englishman, is, after the death of her husband, en-
tirely deprived of the third part of his lands and possessions, for

that reason alone of her being Irish.

" 4th. The English, when they can by violence overcome an
Irishman, they by no means permit that the Irish, in such cases,

should make any icills, testamentary arrangement, or dispose of

their property in any manner, but seize on all their eifects,and ap-
propriate them to their own use, thus depriving the church of its

rights, and, by their assumed authority, violently reducing a race,

free from time immemorial, to the condition of slaves.
" 5th. By the common consent of tlie king of England, as well as

of some English bishops, the chief of whom, the archbishop of-

Armagh, (Roland de Jorse), a man of little prudence and no
learning, a certain iniquitous law was lately passed, in the city of

St. Kenicus (Kilkenny), in Ireland, in the following absurd form :

" It is ordained, that all the religious orders resident in the terri-

tory in peaceful possession of the English, be prohibited from re-

ceiving into their order, or religious community, any persons but
those of the English nation, and if they act otherwise, our lord the

king shall arrest all ])ersons, of both parties, who have contemned
his command ; and the founders and patrons of those institutions,

shall have power to seize upon persons of either party, who act in

opposition and disobedience to this ordinance. Agreed to by com-
mon consent amongst the English throughout Ireland." But even
before this statute was enacted, as well as since, the Friars

Preachers (Dominicans), the Minors (Franciscans), the Monks (Be-
nedictines and Cistercians), the Canons (Augustiiuans,&c.) and all

the other English religious orders, observed the spirit of it with
sufficient strictness, and received only persons of their own country,

though the monasteries for Monks and Canons, from which, in

modern times, the Irish are excluded by them, were founded for

persons of every country. Virtues were to be implanted amongst
us, and the seeds of vice eradicated, but they have sown their

vices amongst us, and completely obliterated our virtues."

There are some passages of O'Neill's letter not mentioned in

Mac Geoghegan, given in Moore's History of Ireland (vol. iii. p.

76), as follows :
" From a total dissimilarity, as they allege, be-

tween the English and themselves, not only in race and language,
but also in every other respect, a dissimilarity greater, they de-
clare, than word or peu can adequately describe, there appeared no
longer the slightest hope that they could ever live peaceably toge-

ther. So great was the lust and pride of governing on the one
side, and such the resolution on the other to cast otF the intolera-

ble yoke, that as they never yet had been, so never in this life

would there be peace or truce between the nations. That they
themselves had already sent letters to the king and council,

through the hands of John Hotham, now bishop of Ely, repre-

senting the wrongs and outrages they had so long suffered from
the English, and proposing a settlement by which ail such lands

as were known to be rightfully theirs, should be secured in future

to them, by direct tenure from the crown, or even agreeing, in or-

der to save the further effusion of blood, to submit to any friendly

plan proposed, by the king himself, for fair division of the lands

between them and their adversaries. To this proposition, for-

warded to England two years before, no answer had been returned,

wherefore, they say, " let no one feel surprised ifwe now endeavour

to work out our own deliverance, and defend as we can our rights

and liberties against the harsh and cruel tyrants who would destroy
them." In conclusion, they announce to the Pope, " that, for the
speedy and more effectual attainment of their object, they have
called to their aid the illustrious earlof Carrick, Edward deBruce,
a lord descended from tJie snjne ancestors as the/nselves, and have
made over to him, by Letters Patent, all the rights which they
they themselves, as lawful heirs of the kingdom, respectively
possess, thereby constituting him king and lord of Ireland."

Letter of Pope John.—" John the bishop, servant of the ser-
vants of God, to his most dear son in Christ, Edward, the illus-

trious king of England, health and eternal benediction :

" Our unceasing entreaties to you, dearest son, to maintain peace
in your kingdom, justice in your decisions, the blessings of tran-
quility amongst your subjects, and lastly, to omit nothing which
can contribute to your happiness and glory, proceed from the pater-
nal solicitude which we bear towards your majesty : you ought,
therefore, to devote yourself altogether to these objects, and prove
yourself eager and willing to promote them. We have a long
time since received from the princes and people of Ireland, letters

addressed to our well beloved Anselmus, priest of the chapel of
SS. Mareellus and Peter, to Lucas, dean of St. Mary, to the car-
dinals and nuncios of the holy see, and through them, letters en-
veloped with their own, addressed to us. These we have read, and
among other things which they contain, have particularly noted,
that our predecessor, pope Adrian, ofhappy memory, hath given to

ii't>ur illustrious progenitor, Henry 1 1 , king of England, the kingdom
of Ireland, as specified in his apostolical letters to him. To the ob-
ject of these letters neither Henry nor his successors have paid re-
gard, but passing the bounds that were prescribed to them, have,
without cause or provocation, heaped upon the Irish the most un-
heard of miseries and persecution, and have, during a long period,

imposed upon them a yoke of slavery which cannot be borne. None
have dared to stem the persecutions which have been practised
against the Irish, nor has any person been found willing to remedy
the cause of them : not one, I say, has been moved, through a holy
compassion for their sufferings, although frequent appeals have
been made to your goodness in their behalf, and the strong cries of
the oppressed have reached the ears of your majesty. Thus no
longer able to endure such tyranny, the unhappy Irish have been
constrained to withdraw themselves from your dominion, and to

seek another to rule over them in your stead. If these things be
founded in truth, they are in direct opposition to our regards and
consideration for your felicity. Our advice is, therefore, that
your majesty will not lose sight of this important matter, and
that you will carry into speedy effect the commands of your
Creator, in order to avoid that which must draw down the ven-
geance of God upon you. The groans and sorrows of the afflicted

have been heard by the Omnipotent, who can, as the holy Scrip-

tures attest, change and transfer kingdoms to others, as he has
abandoned his chosen people in punishment for the crimes they
had committed. Our most ardent wish is, that your majesty omit
nothing, particularly during these revolutions, to conciliate by
your goodness the hearts of the faithful Irish, and avoid every
thing that can tend to estrange them, from you. As it is, there-

fore, important to your interest to obviate the misfortunes which
these troubles are capable of producing ; they should not be
neglected in the beginning, lest the evil increase by degrees, and
the necessary remedies be applied too late : and having considered
the matter maturely, we herein exhort your majesty, that you
remove the cause of these misfortunes, and arrest, by honourable
measures, their cause and consequences, that you may render him
from whom you hold your crown, propitious to your views and
government ; and that by fulfilling the duties of lord and master
you may afford no subject for complaint, by which means the
Irish, guided by a wise administration, may obey you as lord of
Ireland ; or if they, (which heaven forbid), continue in rebellion

which they describe before God and man to be innocent, that re-

bellion may be deemed unjust. In order, therefore, that your
majesty may become acquainted with the grievances of the Irish

people, we send to you, enclosed, the letters they have sent to the
above named cardinals, with a copy of the Bull which our predeces-
sor Adrian, of happy memory, hath sent to the illustrious Henry,
king of England, concerning the act of conferring on him the king-
dom of Ireland. Given," kc.



E RE A T A.

At A. D. 1171, p. 5, note 26, instead of " baronies of Burren

and Corcomroe, in Galway," read " baronies of Burren and Cor-

comroe, in Clare."

At A. D. 1174, p. 9, in the account of the battle of Thurles,

instead of" seven hundred of the English were slain," read,
'* seventeen hundred of the Enfjlish were slain."

At A. D. 1178, p. 12, second column, seven lines from the bot-

tom, after the words, " four hundred and fifty" omit the note of

admiration.

At A D. 1197, p. 26, imto/rfo/" O'Flaherty, tanist of Tir-

o\\ en," read " O'Laverty," as also at p. 38, and other places where
O'Flaherty of Tyrone is mentioned.

At A. D. 1215, p. 37, on "Teige Mac Eitigen, a chief of Clan

Dermod," read, " a chief of Clan Dermod, now Clondermot, near

Derry."
At A. D. 1233, note 3, p. 55, in reference to Caislean-na-

Cailighe, which was situated in Lough Mask, county of M.a.yo,for
'• Hog's Castle" read " Hag's Castle."

At A. D. 1302, p. 104, note I, read " Miles, bishop of Limerick,

was probably Gerald de Mareschal, mentioned by Ware, and

appears to have been of the family of le Mareschal, lords of

Leinster."

At A. D. 1318, p. 112, note 3, instead of " battle of Foghard,

near Dundalk, was fought on the 28th of May, A. D. 1318, "read
" was fought on St. Calixtus's Day, namely, Saturday, the 14th

of October, A. D. 1318."—Seep. 559.

AtA.D. 1400, p. 194, note 1 , instead of " Thomas Butler,

prior of Kilniainham, son of the duke of Ormond," reod " son of

the earl of Ormond."
At A. D. 1432, p. 237, and at A. D. 1453, p. 261, on the Mac

Mahonsof Monaghan, instead of" Lurgan-Green, in the county of

Louth," read " Lurgan, near Carriekmacross."

At A. D. 14.50, p. 258, line 18, col. 1, after " surprise," add
" at GabhaiU Liun (now Galloon, in Fermanagh.)"

At A. D. 1460, p. 266, i/i,rtTOd o/" Bregia was thename applied

to the immense plain comprising the present counties of Meath
and Dublin," read " Bregia was the name applied to the immense

plain comprising the greater part of the present counties of Meath
and Dublin."

At A. D. 1490, p. 324, instead of " li.illei by a harper of

Ulster," read " by a mariner of Ulster."

At A. D. 1503, p. 349, after Muscry Cuirc, instead of " Mui-

scrith Tire, in Ormond," read " now the barony of Clanwilliam,in

Tipperary."

At A. D. 1583, p. 530, note 1, instead of " UilieTmcis ipsis

Hiberniores," read " Hibernis ipsis Hiberniores."

At A. D. 1608, p. 719, it is mentioned that Maguire died at

Geneva in Italy ; the word in the Irish is Genua, which may sig-

nify either Geneva, or Genoa, in Italy.

Some other typographical errors, and mistakes in punctua-

tion, may be occasionally discovered, a thing unavoidable in all pub-

lications, and which the reader is requested to correct.
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A.
Abbeys, monasteries, &c. 406 to 408.

—

See articles on the various Abbeys.
Ablieylaru, 323.

Abbeyleix, abbots of, &c. 256.
Abbots, deans, archdeacons, ereiiachs, &c.

See articles on. the various Abbeys,
Achonry, bishops of, kc. 38, 4G, 49,59, 83,

84, 85, 102, 108, 137, 187, 189, 209,
239, 246.

Achalethderg, 2.

Adare, abbey of, &c. 227, 349.
Aiciiie Enda, 7.

Aileaeh, 49, 294, 296, 437 to 439.
Aircinneachs, 13, 27.

Airgiod Koss, 219, 245.

Airtheara, 25.

Alfred, king of England, 441.

AliDiun or Allen, 221, 223, 299, 317.
An(;lo-Normans, 4G4, 536 to 540, 557, 558.

See English Families.
Annals.

—

See Books.
Annally or Longford, chiefs and clans of, 9,

607, (iOS.

Aradh Cliach, 200.

Aran Islands, 406, 407, 452.

Arehers, 191, 222, 570, 651, and other
places.

Architecture.—See accounts of Cyclopean
fortresses, raths, cities, towns, abbeys,
churches, and castles.

Ardagh, bisljops, abbots of, &c. 9, 12, 37,

40,49,59,94,113, 136, 167, 161, 164,

187, 215, 230, 253, 291, 356, 364, 410.

Ardcarne, abbey of, &c. 40, 43, 61, 62, 65.
Ardes, 293.

Anlfert and Aghadoe, bishops of, Sec. 14,

70, 181, 536.

Ardiinnan, 17.

Ardglass, 261.
Ard Jliodhair, 28,

Ardnaree, 561.

Ardsrath, bishops, abbots of, &c. 13, 14,

27,51, 186,698.
Armagh city, archbishops of, &c. 3, 5, 7, 8,

10, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19, 21,25, 28, 29, 38,
61, 64, 67, 69, 71, 73, 80,81, 82,84, 85,

86, 87, 96, 103, 137, 140, 148, 170, 186.

258, 263, 307, 360, 375, 412 to 415, 441,
443, 453, 584, 588, 605.

Arms, armour, ic, ancient, 191, 220, 266
to 270, 309-336, 374, 413, 457, 458,
465, 484, 512, 570, 581, 597, 651, 652,

660, 661—See Fire-arms.

Artagh, 28.

Askeaton, abbey of, &c. 227.

Ath-ai, 426.

Ath-an-urchair, or Aghalurcher, 23, 256,
'IVM, 303, 347.

Atb-Cliath.—See Dublin.

Ath-Crochda, or Shannon Harbour, 85.

Ath-da-la-arg, 8, 26.

Ath-Firdta, or Ardee, 260, 413.

Athenry, 67.

Athleague, 39.

Athleathan, abbey of, &c. 70, 165.

Athlone, town, abbey of, &c 35, 40, 43,

61, 64, 70, 73, 84, 86 to 166, 262, 263,
428,432,541,591.

Ath-Seanaigb, 64.

Attacotts, or AitheachTuath, 74, 345,393.

B.
Backs, 15.

Balla, 14.

Ballymote, 104, 110, 592, 628, 641.
Bally sadare, 19.

Ballvshannou, 34, 64, 65, 142, 230, 240,
298, 333, 378, 577, 617, 707.

Bangor, abbey of, &c. 35.

Banners and standards, 122, 149, 220, 458,
512,661.

Bantry, abbey of, 112.

Bards and Historians, 8, 17, 18, 19, 36, 40,

62,53,62, 76, 78,85,86, 88,89,91,94,
100, 108, 121, 130, 131, 133, 134, 136,

137, 139, 141, 142, 144, 147, 148, 150,

155, 161, 162, 163, 1G4, 167, 168, 169,

170, 174, 177, 182, 183, 184, 186, 187,

190, 193, 204, 205, 206, 207, 210, 211,

214,215,220,223,228, 2.30, 232, 234,
236,237,239,240,241, 242, 243, 244,
255. 257, 258, 259, 260, 265, 274, 277,

278, 281,288, 291, 294 to 299, 301, 303,
309, 310, 312, 324, 326, 327, 331, 336,
348, 355,356,3.59,301,366, 366, 373,

375, 376, 384, 386, 389, 397, 398, 400,

419, 422, 425, 427, 431, 436, 455, 459,
to 462, 483, 490, 492, 497, 602, 514 to

516,621,627,628,535, 646, 554, 567,
678 to 585, 592, 616, 706, 716, 720.

Barnwalls, 320, and other places.

Barretts, 92, 206, 212 to 234, 241, 244,
310 to 493.

Barrys of Cork, 180 to 228, to 308, 347,
356 to 517 to 664.

Battles—of Achalethderg, 2 ; to 4, to 9, of

Thurles, and 197 ; 11 to 14, to 19, of the

Curlew Mountains; 20 to 62, of Muine
Brocain, and 487 ; to 66, to 64, of Bal-
lyshannon ; to 66 to 71, of Moysleacht

;

to 73, of Credrain ; to 80, of Down-
patrick; to 92, to 95, to 97, of Moy
Tuire ; to 107, 109, to 110, of Athenry

;

of Foghard, HI ; to 1 16, of .\rdnorclier,

to 117, to 124, of Magh Cruiiuhe; to

147, of Moylena, and 196, 245; to 149,
ofJIoinmore; to 173, of Ventry, and of

Dundalk ; to 187, in Wicklow ; to 188,
of Cinneitigh; to 192, to 196, 486, of
Roscrea; to 213, of Killucan ; to2l6,to
221, 246, in Leinster; to 222, of Glen-
maiua, 510, Delgany, and Odhba ; to

234, to 240, to 261, 265, to207,of Gau-
ra; to 290, to 329, of Benboirche; to

334, to 345, of Moybolg ; to 351 of
Knocktow; to 370, to 379, to 401, to

409, of Ballyhoe ; to 413, 414, to 430, to

435, to 436, of Knockingen ; to 439, of
Moyrath ; to 440, to 449, of Cula Dre-
imhne; to 465, to 469, to 481, at Dub-
lin ; to 483, of Brunanburgh ; to 485, to

487, to 601, to 506, of Glenmalure ; to

508, of Sulcoid ; to 509, of Tara and of
Dublin; to 511, to 516, ofClontarf; to

533 to 534, of Moycoba; to 536, of Dub-
lin and Meath ; to 544, to 659, to 561 , to

588, to 500, of the Ford of the Biscuits; to

594, of Clontibret ; to 598, of Kilclooney

;

to 012, of Armagh and JluUaghbrack;
to 616, of Drurafliuch; to 619, of Bally-
shannon ; to 621, of Tyrrell's Pass; to

627, of the Yellow Ford ; to 630, of
Benburb ; to 649, battles in Monster and
Leinster ; to 649, of the Pass of Plumes

;

664, Askeaton; to 651 to 653, of the
Curlew Mountains; to 679 to 681, of
Moyry Pass, Carlingford, &c.; 661 to

696 ; siege and battle of Kinsale, to 700,
704; siege ofDunboy, to 712, 718.

Battle-cries, 149, 193, 612, 661.
Bealach Buighe, 370.

Bealach Conglais, near the Bay of Cork,
171,452, 488.

Bealach Mughna (Ballymoon), or Moy
Ailbe, 196.

Bel-atha-Conaill, or Ballyconnell, 284, 290.
Belfast, 291,370,433.
Belgians.—See Firbolg.

Bells, 141, 231—See Relics.

Benboirche, 328.

Berrainghams, 3 to 91, 94, 96, 104 to 116,
to 136, to 163, to 280, to 288.

Biatachs, and Houses of hospitality, 43, 53,
61,69, 83, 89, 92, 95, 96, 103, 106, 115,
121, 135, 140, 149, 154, 160, 163 to 167,
170, 171, 186, 190 to 194, to 206, 212,
216, 228, 232 to 236, 241, 253 to 258,
261, 267, 280, 282, 289, 301 to 307, 325
to 331, to 336, 347 to 351, 353 to 356,
360 to 366, 373 to 378, 382, 387, 394 to

5 A
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399,403,407,413,419, 431, 441, 462,

478, 492, 497, 502, 323, 628, 346, 360,

368, 374, 398, 039, 71!), 720.

Biiin Eadair, or Howtli, 266.

Bishops and bishops' sees.—See the articles

on the various cities and sees, as Ar-

magh, Sec.

Bogs and ancient Forests, 337.

Books, Annals, and Histories—of Cavan,

76 ; of Leacan and Ballymote, 101 ; of

Connaught, 133; of Hy Maine, Leabhar

Breae, of Boyle, of Kilronan, and of Fe-

nagh, 134; Book of Rights, 148, 382;

of binseanchus, 154, 583; of Inisfallen,

Munster, Fermoy, O'Heerin's Topogra-

phy, and O'Sullivan Beare, 181 ; Book of

Lismore,204; PsalterofCashel,204,297 ;

Keating's Ireland and Cormac's Glossary,

204; Lanigan's Ecclesiastical History,

203; Leabhar Gearr, 213, 284; Leab-

har-na-Huidhre, 284; Psalter of Tara,

293, 297, 382; Annals of Ulster, 336;

Book of Howth, 336, 383 ; Books of Pro-

phecies, 382, 699 ; of Kells and Armagh,

382; AnnalsofTigearnach,ChroniconSco-

torum, Annals of Ulster, Book of Invasions

or Conquests, Book of Orgiall, of Clon-

macnois, and Colgan's Lives of Saints,

383; Jus Ariuacanum, Irish Catechisms,

Mac Geoghegan, Taaffe, Curry, Stuart,

and other Histories, 384, 383 ; Archdall's

Monasticon, and Hibernia Dominicana,

683,586; Books of Leinster and Glenda-

lough, 583 ; Kerum Hib. Scriptores, 683.

Boyle, abbey of. Sec, 8, 25, 26, 43, 48, 49,

69, 60,63, 83, 91, 103, 104, 120, 134,

137, 167, 189,244, 658.

Brass Money, 426, 683.

Bredach, 15.

Breaghinuine, 7.

Breasal Macba, 3.

Brefney, or counties of Cavan and Leitrim,

chiefs and clans of, 75 to 78, 606 to 608.

Brefney O'Rourke, 3, 75.

Brefney O'Reilly, 59, 60, 67, 75.

Bregia, 6, 266, see Moy Liifey.

Brehons and Law Professors, 5, 38, 100,

107,110,111,113, 115,117, 130,145,

146, 155, 164, 165, 183, 174, 177, 192,

207,210,216, 223, 229, 235,241,242,

243, 253, 256, 288, 289, 298, 303, 310,

327,331,3.55, 381, 384,389, 492,498,

578, to 581 to 635 to 640.

Brian Boru, 147, 148, 220, 508 to 516.

Brigantes, 6, 124, 172, 218, 266, 366, 388.

Brogha, 7.

Brugh Boine, 123.

Bruce's Invasion of Ireland, 109 to 112,

558.

Bruighin-da-Choga, 214.

Buckingham, Duke of, Rer. Hib. Scripto-

res, &c. 585.

Buddhism, 362, 379.

Bull of Pope Adrian, and Letters of king

Donal O'Neill and Pope John XXII. 721

to 723.

Bundroos, 227, 230, 281, 340, 378.

Burkes of Connaught, 28, 29, 30 to 56 to

82 to 93, 94, 101 to 118 132 to 154 to

194 to 235 to 243 to 281 to 305 to 349
to 378 to 423 to 476 to 623 to 546 to 560
to 59G to 610 to 623 to 685.

Butlers, 104, 202, 204, to 207, 231 to 252
to 260, to 276 to 425 to 474 to 503 to

600, 651 to 667.

Buttevant, 69.

C.

Cabhan-na-gCranard, 19.

Cahir, 518, 600, 649.

Cahirians, 220, 234.

Cairbre Aodhbha, 152.

Cairbre Gabhra, 7.

Cairbre of Druracliff, 9, 18.

Caislean-ui-Chonaingor Castle Connell, 10,

29, 81.

Calatrom or Galtrim, 11.

Caledonians, 345, 367, 391.

Calry of Leitrira, 77.

Calrv of the Shannon in W. Meath, 7, 13,
19", 249.

Camel or dromedary, 287.

Camma, 52.

Cannons—See Fire-arms.

Caiitabrians, 366, 722.

Carberry in Cork, 172.

Carews, 449.

Cams, 123, 272, 339.

Carn Feradaigh, 146, 151.

Carn Fraoich, 43, 106, 209, 274, 278.

Carn Siadhaill, 60.

Carraidh Eacharadh, 23.

Carraig Brachaidhe, 27.

Carrickfergus, castle, abbey of, &c. 168,

333, 350, 622.

Carrigafoyle, 504.

Cashel, city, archbishops of. Sec. 14, 15, 37,

71,104,195,196,198,203,431,565,601.
Castleknock, 8.

Castlemain, 480.

Castles.—See accounts ofthe various towns

Cathach of Columkille, 334, 346,470,636
Cauci,219, 313.

Cauldron, 208, 220.

Cavan, town, abbey of, &.C., 117, 258, 282,

301 , 325, 332, 348, 359, 360, 418, 492,

591.

Ceann Clair, castle of, 37.

Ceann Magliair, 274.

Celtiberians, 365, 393.

Celts, 123, 272, 363, 368, 369, 580.

Cemeteries, ancient, 122, 2.52, 273, 296.

Chariots, ancient, 220, 266.

Chiefs, titles, and rank of, 579, 580.—See

Peerages.

Churches.—See abbeys, cities, towns, &c.

Ciarraidhe Luachra, 477.

Cimbri and Britons, 366.

Claengalais, 152.

Clan Breasail, 3, 22, 131.

Clan Cahil, 16,53, 128,177.

Clan CoUa, 2, 417, 602, 6U3.

Clan Cohnan,6, 284, 292,314, 442.

Clan Conary, 178.

Clan Conchubhair or Conor, 24, 28, 128.

Clan Conway, 128.

Clan Cuan, 18, 19, 127.

Clan Cuilein, 151.

Clan Diarmada, 11, 12, 26, 29.

Clan Donal, 38.

Clane, abbey of, &c. 74.

Clan Fergus, 416.

Clan Fermaighe, 38.

Clan Kian, 147, 149,195.
Clan Maoilroona, 03.

Clan Maoilughra, 24,

Clan Murchada, 24, 46.

Clanna Baoisgne, 221, 366.

Clanna Breogain, 61, 124, 218, 362—See
Brigantes.

Clannaboy, North and South, 21—See

O'Neills of Clannaboy.

Clanna Dalaigh, 441.

Clanna Deagha, 146—See Degadians.
Clanna Lugaid, 172.

Clanna Moirne, 221, 267, 346.
Clanna Rory, 2, 3, 124, 150—See Irians.

Clanrickard, 132.

Clan Snedgile, 26.

Clare, de, 90, 108.

Cliu Mail, 477.

Cloch Angcoire (anchorite cell), 804.
Clogher, bishops of. Sec, 3, 13, 18, 38, 79,

86, 94, 132, 135, 138, 140, 148, 157,
159,183, 185, 180, 213, 230, 235,236,
244, 256, 2.57, 264, 279, 286, 300, 303,
307, 309, 347, 350, 355, 356, 357, 373,
375.

Cloicteachs, 1,60, 432.

Clonard, bishops, abbots of. Sec, 1, 7, 29.

Clones, abbey, &c., 3, 35, 64, 72, 140, 185,
240, 307, 348, 350, 354.

Clonfert, bishops of, &c., 1, 14. 17, 18, 24,
30, 64, 78, 83, 85, 103, 112, 133, 140,
163, 356, 503.

Clonmacnois, city, bishops and abbots, 5,

7, 9, 13, 14, 15, 18, 23, 27, 28, 31, 36,

38, 49, 70, 90, 120, 126, 227, 252, 356,
398, 410, 428, 432, 556.

Clontarf, battle of, 510 to 516.

Cloyne, bishops. Sec, 13, 113, 180, 347.
Cnoc Cairbre, 15.

Cnoc Nascain, 26.

Cnoc-na-Seangan, 15.

Cnoc Raffan, 24.

Cnodhba, 7.

Cnucha, battle of, 221.

Coarbs, 1, 13—See Abbeys.
Coinage, ancient, 70, 76, 318, 402, 425,

426, 427,644,683.
Coirsliabh, 19.

Coleraine, 2, 36.

Colgan's Lives of Saints, 583.

Colleges and schools, 582, 640—See an ac-

count of the various abbeys, bishops' sees,

cities, Sec

Colonies, ancient, 609, 610.

Comar, 7.

Combats, single, 522, 595.
Comet, 496.

Conall Cearnach, 284, 413.

Concani, 173.

Concovar Mac Neasa, 412 to 416.

Confiscations, 631, 718—See county histo-

ries.

Cong abbey, 27, 39, 46, 47, 63, 65, 101.

Conmaicne, 5, 9, 18, 56.

Conmaicne Mara or Connemara, 66, 129.

Conmaicne of Moyrein, 62, 327.

Connallians—See Tir Connallians.

Connaught, North, or counties of Sligo and
Mayo, 97 to 100.

South, or counties of Galway
and Roscommon, 121 to 133.

Connell abbey, 31.

Connello, 162.

Conry Mac Daire, 147.

Contae Riavach, 225.

Contention of the Bards, 51, 578.

Conventions or national assemblys of

Droraceat, 51, 439—246,650; of Tara,

297; of Tailtean, 298; of Uisneaeh, 298;

at Athboy , 298 ; at Dundalk, 602 to 609.

Corca Adhaimh, 7.

Corcabaiscin, 153.

Corca Duibhne, 178.

Corcaduin, 7.

Corca Luighe, 172.
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219; Wexford, Wicklow, and Carlow,

225 226 , Kilkenny, King's, and Queen's

counties, and Kildare, 250 to 252 ;
Dub-

lin and Kildare, 314 to 320.

Ennis abbey, Sec, 06, 410, 475, 496, 498,

551, 691.

Enniscortbv, abbey, &c., 266, 4(4.

Enniskillen, 248, 349, 356, 418, 590, 70/.

Entertainments, public, 140, 238, 2.58, 413.

Erenachs, 13—i-ee Abbeys, &c.

Erics and ransoms, 63, 87, in, 149, U)3,

211,212,213,233, 235, 259, 310, 315,

343, 348, 421, 435, 532, 555, 568, 580,

581,634 to 640.

Erneans and Ernans, 75, 146, 343, 393,

415.

Errew abbey, 206.

Essex, earl of, bis expedition to Munster,

648, 649 ; his conference with O'Neill,

655.

Eugeniansof Munster, 147, 149, 172, 173,

195.

Eugenians of Ulster, 292, 437 to 441, 601.

Evil eye, 459.

Exeter de, or Mac Jordan, 93, 101, 108,

109, no, 165 to 185 to 234.

Expenditure and number slain in the war of

Elizabeth, 661,662.

Pagan or O'Fagan, 8, 316.

Fairyism, 262, 379, 459.

Famines, 48, 112, 238, 335,425, 525, 710,

713,714.

Fanat, 17, 18.

Farney or Feammuighe, 608.

Fearbile, 7.

Feara-muighe-feine or Fermoy, 172.

Feara Rois, 3.

Fearsads, 401,489.

Fearta, 13.

Fenagh, abbey, &c., 63, 75, 118, 163, 233,

256, 264, 290, 307, 335, 490.

Fenians, 221, 267 to 270, 299, 413.

Fercall, 1.

Ferdroma, 11, 19.

Fermanagh, chiefs and clans of, 29, 78, 79,

601 to '610, 633 to 640.

Ferns, city, bishops, kc, 1, 16, 39, 218,

223, 226.

Fertullagh, 7.

Innte, 117.

Fingall and Fingallians, 217, 266, 277, 313,

464.

Fionn Fochia, 7.

Fionn Mac Cumhaill, 267.

Firbolgor Belgians, 75, 78, 97, 121, 124,

145, 171, 194, 217, 219,292, 343 to 345,

367.

Fir Domnians, 97, 121, 217, 343.

Fire-arms and cannon, 309, 374, 396, 405,

409,427,440,617.
Fir Gallians or Gallenians, 217, 220.

Firlee, 10, 11,15.

Fitzgibbons, 180.

Fitz-Eustaces, 307, 320, 498, 505, and

other places.

Fitzgeralds or Geraldines of Kildare and

Desmond, 42 to 57 to 82 to 94, 96 to 101

to 154 to 179 to 190 to 213 to 225 to

to 252 to 275 to 280 to 320 to 330 to

350 to 359 to 374 to 399 to 405 to 435

to 466 to 499 to 503 to 524 to 528 to

530 to 616 to 640 to 668.

Fitzmaurices of Kerry, 75, 180 to 360 to

473 to 525, 536 to 571 to 668.

Fitzsimons, 78, 353.

Flemings, 3, 10.

Fnghard, 1 II, .320, 593, 602.

Fomorians, 22, 51, 97, 121, 146, 171, 341,

342, 402, 439.

Fore abbey, bishops, &c., 9, 10, 117, 353.

Fox, family of, 8, 55, 110, 192, 249, 255

to 287, 347.

Frost, 239.

G.

Gael or Gadelians—See Milesians.

Galbally abbey 285.

Galinga 7.

Gallenians 343.

Galloglasses 95—See Kerns.

Galtrira 8.

Galway, city, abbev, bishops, &e., 13, 66,

132, 133," 479, .553, 613.

Gaoth-an-chairgin 28.

Garbh Thrian 227.

Garden 08 1.

Garrisons, English, 657.

Gavelkind 580.

Gauls and Galatians 123, 217, 219, 363,

364, 368.

Giant's Causeway 22, 341.

Glaisfene 29.

Glencar 310.

Glen Concadhan 386, 545, 709.

Glendalough, city, bishops, &C., 7, 190,

226, 321.

Glen Fearna 56.

Glenmalure 505, 575.

Glionn Righe 12, 13.

Gno Beag and Gno Mor 72, 129.

Goblets 12—See Cups.

Gort 475, 486.

Gassipred 382.

Graces, family of, 251.

Granu Weal or Grace O'Malley 546.

Gunpowder, great explosion of, in Dublin,

614.

H.
Heberians 124, 149, 171, 172, 195, 292.

Helmet 274.

Heremonians 124, 150, 171, 219, 292.

Hole Stone 221.

Hospitality, houses of—See Biatachs.

Hostages 2, 34, 599, and various other

places.

Hostings 656.

Hy Branain 17.

Hy Briuin Brefney 10, 29, 74.

Hy Briuin Cualan 224.

Hy Briuin of the Shannon 18, 26.

Hy Briunians 125, 442.

Hy Caisin 151.

Hy Conaill Gaura 152.

Hy Diarmada 129,130.

Hy Earca Chein 28.

Hy Failge 24.

Hy Faolain 4.

Hy Feilimy 224.

Hy Fiachrains 125.

Hy Fiachra Aidhne 14, 129.

Hy Fiachra of Ardsratha 24, 29.

Hy Fiachra of the Moy 37, 98, 608.

Hy Garchon 220.

Hy Kinsellagh and Cualan, or counties of

Wexford, Wicklow, and Carlow, with

their chiefs and clans, 24, 25, 217 to 226.

Hy Laoghaire 7.

Hy Mac Uais 7.

Hy Maine and Hymanians 4. 127, 602,

Hy Meith Macha 12.

Hy Meith Tire 3.

Hy Murray 223.

Hy Niall, North and South, 6, 125, 436

to 442.

Hy Niallain 27.

Hy Regan 248.

Hy Tuirtre 10, 11, 15.

I.

lar Cocnaught or West Connaught 4, 27,

129.

Iberians 173.

Iccian Sea, 407.

Idols and Pagan deities, 75, 271, 361, 458.

Images, 188, 254, 302,407, 408.

Imaile, 223.

Imleach lubhair, 25.

Inauguration of princes and chiefs, &c. 17,

50, 52, 76, 79, 99, 106, 149, 174, 198,

209,223,236,263, 274, 284, 312, 328,

354,578,580,582.
Inhber Sceine, 171.

Inis Cathy, bishops and abbey of, tc. 19,

520.

Inis Clothran, 22, 24.

Inis Endaimh, 15.

Inisfallen, 181.

Inismaesaint, 395.

Inis O'Fionntain, 24.

Inis Roba, 25.

Inis Samer, 51, 340, 617, 707.

Insi Modh,66.
Invasion of Strongbow, and Henry II., 1 to

5, 196, 197, 536 to 640,—of king John,

17, 34, 197,—of Richard II., 191 to

193.

Inver Colpa, 412.

InverMor, 217.

Inver Slaine, 194, 217, 343.

Inver Slainge, 20.

lomdha, 186.

lona, monastery of, 31, 553.

Ireland, ancient names of, 122, 124,—divi-

sions of.—See Kingdoms.—361,388, to

391,—history of, 555, 560.

Irians or Rudricians, 124, 160, 173, 221,

292, 412 to417.—See Clanna Rory.

Ithians or Lugadians, 124, 146, 150, 172,

218, 292, 366.—See Clanna Breogian.

Iveagh, 14.

J.

Johannes Duns Scotus, 583.

Johannes Scotus Erigena, 583.

Joyce's country, 132, 660, 668, 569.

K.
Kanturk, 359.

Kells abbey, town, &c. 90, 350, 372, 556.

Kerns and Galloglasses, 96 to 120, 136,

156, 189,191,240,265, 280,312, 313,

349, 362, 353, 380 to 418, 446, 476, 612,

547, 671,651 to 653, 661.

Kerry 416, 477, 499.

Kerry Currihy 176,

Kil Achaid 185.

Kil Air 16.

Kilbarron 183.

Kilbisge 23.

Kilbrittan castle 235.

Kil Comain 15.

Kilcrea abbey 278, 400.

Kilcullen abbey 307.

Kildare abbey, bishops, city, &c. 9, 39,71,

317,320,321,381,682.
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O'B jy'.es 24, 50, .52,65 to 92 to 1 10 to 244
to :il)5 to 348 to 375 to 401 to 4 1 1 to 455
to 548 to 574 to 577 to 601, 600,636 to

715.

O'lirackens 315.

O'Brannaijans 3.

O'lSreen 0, 7, 2!), 277.

f)'13rennaiis 0,27, 249.

0'HiesIin3, 15, 17, 18, 52, 113, 200, 243,

256, 298, 331, 606.

O'Brie 198.

O'Briens, kinjrs of Munster, Thomond, &c.,

9, 10, 22, 24 to 77 to 109 to 145 to 148

to 160 to 197 to 264 to 283 to 339 to

349 to 431 to 448 to 452 to 455 to 496
to 549 to 555 to 573 to 589 to610 to 621

to 703.

O'Brodars .50, 2.50,602.

O'Brosans 100, 104, 248.

O' Urolchans 8, 9 to 50.

O'Umlevs 19.

O' Byrnes of Wicklow, 163 to 190, 224, 240
to 324 to 497, 498 to 549 to 575, 676 to

591 to 612, 615 to G21.

O'Cahenvs 15,89,99.
O'C lulls 39, 129, 131, 151, 201, 225.

O'Callaciians 3, 7, 100, 174, 175, 202, 347,
474,41)2. 494, 497, 581.

O'Callanans 131, 200.

O'Callans 120, 201.

O'Cannanans 19 to 52, 66, 68, 131, 215,

442, 6'J5.

O'Careys 9, 29, 315.

0'(^arberrys 6.

0'Carraghers3.
O'Carolans 11,12, 14, 17 to -50.

O'Carrolls of Orijiall 2, 4, 12, 16, 21, 24.

417, 602, G03, 608.

O'Carrolls of Ely 8, 24, 31, to 165, 198, to

208 to 237 to 248 to 352 to 374 to 396 to

lo 417 to 429 to 444 to 517 to 549 to

632.

O'Carro'.U of Calry, 69, 77, 607 to 670.—
See Mac Bradys.

O'Carrolls of Kerry 178.

O'Carrolls of Ossory, 246.

O'Caseys 1, 6, 14, 'l54, 177, 313.

O'Cashins 131.

0'('assidys 79 to 258, 263, 324, 351, 377,

634.

O'Cavenaehs 10, 193, 214, 216, 223, 235,

278, 302, 376 to 443, 498, 505, 517,

.572, 621, 672.—See Mac Murroghs.
O'Cawleys 129.

O'Clerkins 152.

O'Clervs 52, 78, 129, 130, 326, 366, 386,

425,462, 490, 546, 592.

O'Coftuvs 6, 8, 24, 132, 255, 427, 436.

0'Coi<;l'eys 634.

O'Coln-ansSlO, 604.

O'Coltarans 20, 605.

O'Colemans 32, 242.

O'Conaghtans 8.

O'Conaghtys 78, 100.

O'Conainps or Gunnings 153.

O'Concannons 40, 42, 100, 129, 298.

O'Connells 130, 152, 178, 604.

O'Connellans7,50, 73, 100, 102, 110, 131,

356.

O'ConnoIys 7, 306, 315, 316, 373.

O'Conors, kings of Connaught, &c., 4 to

30 to 53 to 62 to 68 to 89 to 94 to 107

to 109 to 126 to 135 to 208 to 243 to 254
to 299 to 312 to 329 to 400 to 521 to 548
to 555, 556 to 574 to 623 to 655 to 708.

O'Conors of Clare 151, 23St 285, 303, 30.5.

O'Conors of Kerry 1.56, 167, 177 to 187,

207, 2,54, 305, 383, 643, 669.

O'Conors of Offaly 47, 105, 113 to 160 to

170 to 208 to 216 to 220 to 229 to 241,

247 to 255 to 258 to 278 to 303 to 329,

360 to 403 to 429 to 434 to 522 to 649
to 621 to 672.

O'Conors of Derry 50, 601.

O'Considines 154

O'Cooneys 50.

O'Corcorans 634.

O'Cormacs 604.

O'Corrigans 634.

O'Corrys 3.

O'Cosgras or Cosgraves 3.

O'Cosgrys 224.

O'Cowhys 176.

O'Creaghs 154, 177.

O'Creans 100, 479.

O'Creedans 603.

O'Creehans 79.

O'Criochans 29, 50.

O'Crottys 198.

O'Crowieys 177.

O'Cuircs 453.

O'Cnirnins 78, 183, 210, 215, 234, 242,

265, 291, 376.

O.Cullens 85, 152, 200, 315.

O'CuUenans 176, 201.

O'Currys 78, 176.

0'DaIys7, 17, 36 to 52 to 1.31, 174, 177
to 207, 209 to 242 to 257 to 373, 606.

O'Danaghers 200.

O'Davorens 154, 207.

O'Deas 108, 149, 150, 177, 199, 555, 566,

569. 623.

O'Delanys 249.

O'Denip'sevs 24, 163, 167 to 185 to 247 to

260 to 314 to 398 to 492 549,682
O'Devlins50, 67, 99, 107, ilO, 608.

O'Devins 3, 91, 224, 233.

OdhhaT.
O'Dinans 210.

0'Dinna!ilians 154, 200.

O'Dinnertvs 201.

O'Doghertvs 14, 26, 28 to 52 to 95 to 135
to 212 to 243 to 332 to 360 to 411 to

422 to 627 to 548 to 566, 606 to 673 to

685 to 7 IB to 719.

O'Dolans 78.

O'DonagUys 608.

0'Donnegans3, 9, 176, 200, 601,606, 634.

O'Donnells 2, 6, 28, 29 to .50, 52 to 64 to

74 to 92 to 104 to 119 to 188 to 238 to

259 to 283 to 290 to 310 to 325, 332 to

353 to .378 to 401 to 424 to 442 to 521 to

648 to 563 (Red Hugh O'Donnell), to

572 to 577 to 606 to 675 to 701 toT15 to

720.

O'Donoghoes of Leiuster, 246, 316.

O'Donoglioes of Munster, 6, 123, 131, 178,

191, 198, 664.

O'Donnellans 20, 48, 131, 136, 162, 207,
395, 601, 603.

O'Donnellys 3, 11, 50, 52, 200, 396, 604.

O'Doolcys 7.

O'Dorans 216, 223, 225, 256.

O'Dorchys 100.

O'Donovans 152, 177, 664.

O'Dowds 16, 23 to 56, 62 to 66 to 91 to 98
109 to 166 to216 to 237 to 333 to 401 to

589, 608.

O'DowIings 224, 250.

O'Doyles, 225.

O'Drinans 153.

O'DriscoIls 16, 175, 214, 216, 225, 250 to

287, 357, 549.

O'Droms, 78, 258, 634.

O'Duffs 249.

O'Duffvs 3, 6, 8, 28, 34, 131, 316.

O'Dugans 134, 150, 161, 175,314.
O'Duibdiarmas 27, 601.

O'Uiiibhghins 224.—See O'Devins.
O'Duigans 151.

O'Duigenans 122, 130, 138, 142, 162,

183, 190, 228 to 237, 243 to 278, 331,
361 to 497.

O'Duinans 174.

O'DuUaghans 372.

O'Dunadys 179.

O'Dunleveys 1, 3, 20, 25, 28, 187, 334,
386, 562, 604.

O'Dunns 7, 163, 164, 233, 248.

O'Durnins 189, 190.

O'Duvans 6.—See Mac Duvans.
O'Duvanys 3, 6, 20, 602, 604, 720.

O'Dwyers 199, 201, 288, 549, 689, 632.

O'Early 100.

O'Ercks 603.

O'Fahys, or O'Fays 78, 132, 356, 372,
429.

O'Fallons, 6, 70 to 128.

O'Falveys 152. 174, 178.

O'Farreilys 72, 78, 159, 304.

O'Feenaghtys, 24, 46, 128.

0'FolansI97, 198, 236,250, 259.

O'Ferralls 5. 9, 16, 25 to 53 to 70 to 89 to

92, to 810 to 168 to 183 to 189 to 254 to

289, 335 to 548 to 693, 607, 608, 620,
624.

Offaly, or King's County, with its chiefs

and elans, 245 to 252.

Officers, ancient Irish, 581.

O'Fiachrys, 315.

O'Filiellvs, 170, 181.

O'Finns 77, 607.

O'Finnegans 130.

O'Finneians, 6, 7, 9.

O'Firgils or O'Freels 50.

O'Flahenys 13, 27 to 57 to 129 to 209 to

216 to 477 to 480 to 545 to 548 to 568,

669.

O'Flanagans 3, 7, 16 to 53, 67, 79,94, 97,

105, 108, 128 to 167 to 200 to 257 to

289 to 300 to 315 to 333 lo 390, 004,
(i34 to 640.

O'Flannellys 100, 186.

O'Flannerys 152.

O'Flatterys 151.

0"Florry.-i' 603.

O'F'vnns 10, 12, 20, 23, 24, 29, 94, 95 to

106, 129, 137 to 158, 176 to 213 to 283,

603.

O'Fogartys 1, 12,200.
O'Forannans .52.

O'Furreys 200.

O'Gahans 224.

O'Gallaghers 52 to 330 to 335 to 378 to

422 to 475 to 497 to 548 to 581 to 598,

636 to 685 to 707.

Ogams 172, 342.

O'Garas,—See Introduction. 47 to 59 to 72

to 93, 99, 240, 241 to 274 to 283 to 331

to 404, 608.

O'Garveys 3, 19, 20, 224, 604, 605.

O'Gavagans 100.

O'Gevennvs 132.

O'Gibellans 55, .57.

O'Glorans or O'Glohemvs 250.
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O'Gneeves 50.

O'Gormans 8, 153, 249, 304, 478, 492.

O'Gormleys 12, 14 to 50 to 92, 100, 106 to

133 to 304,001.

O'Gowans 77 —See Mac Gowans.

G'Gra.lys 16, 108, 149, 151 to 209, 305,

684,

O'Griobtha or O'Griffin, 303.

O'Hagans 50, 186,352, «01, 602,698.

O'Hasartys 699.

O'Halliiians 154.

O'Hallorans 131, 154.

O'Hamills 163,002.

O'Hanlevs 11, 94, 103, 128, 142, 207 to

209 to 260 to 283 to 302 to 592.

O'Hanlons 3,04,86, 103, 113 to 184 to

302 to 320, 328, 331 to 335, 603.

O'Haiirahans 6, 201.

O'Hanrattys 3, 603.

D'Hanveys 6, 20, 604.

0'Haras'l2, 22 to 5.5, 68 to 91, 99 to 109 to

215 to '240 to 404 to 451, 608, Oil.

O'Harney 179.

O'Harts 0,315 to 401 to 611.

O'Hea or O'Husli 6.

O'Heas 1.53, 177.

O'Healvs 177.

O'Heai'.vs 79,604.
D'Heeriii 150, 228.

O'Heffernans 150 201.

O'Hehirs 151.

O'Heionvs 27, 29.

O'Heirs 003.

O'Henans201.
O'Henerys 23.

0'Hennesy3 6, 7,214, 248.

O'Heoghys or O'Hoeys, 1, 20, 604.

O'Hercs'20.

O'Herlihys 177.

O'Heynes 14 to .50 to 70 to 129, 177 to 209

to 497, 565,589.
O'Hisgins 8, to 121, 131, 214, 232 to 257,

258, 291, 312 to 348,400.

0'Hogansl49, 201.

O'Hoolaghans 15, 130.

O'Horans 132.

O'Hoseys 50, 301, 375, 602.

D'Huglis 20.—See Mae Hughs.

O'Hurleys 177. 199.

O'Kanes 2, 5, 16, 22, 23 to 50 to 163 to

212 to 230 to 2.52 to 286 to 320 to 420

to 548 to 601 to 709 to 716.

O'Keans 200.

O'Kearneys 7, 16, 27, 154, 177, 249.

O'Keeffes 175, 520, 537, 705,

Oilnegmacht 97.

O'Keelys 153, 200, 249, 250.

O'Keenans 17, 137, 207, 351.

O'Keevans, 20, 100.

O'Kellys of Connaught, 3, 6, 14, 18 to 55,

to 106 to 110, 127 to 106 to 218 to 282

to 346 to 351 to 548 to 599
O'Kellys of Meatli and Leinster 6, 37, 96,

224,'249, 315, 632.

O'Kellysof Ulster, 21.

O'Kenealys 152.

O'Kennedys, 15, 24, 61 to 161 to 167 to

187, to 199 to 244, 567 to 655.

O'Kennys 130,601.
O'Kemaghans 52, 608.

O'Kerovans, or Kirwars, 132.

O'Kevenys 260.

O'KiUeens 253.

O'Kindellan 6.

O'Kinsellaghs 225, 506,517.

O'Kirwicks 152?
O'Lachtna 16.

O'Lanes 132.

O'Lanigans 201.

O'Larkins 3, 132, 224, 604.

O'Lavertvs, II, 17, 18,26,38.
O'Lawlors 20, 249, 604.

O'Leahys 131.

O'Learys 177,601.
O'Lelians or Lyons, 176.

O'Lenaglians 07.

O'Lennans 131,254,278.
O'Leynes 178.

O'Liddys 4, 154.

011am Fodhla412.
O'Loghlins of Ulster 11, 17, 19, 25, 28, 37

to 54.—See Mac Loghlins.

O'Loghlins of Clare 103, 144, 149, 151,

187 to 232 to 350, 541, 649, 671, 641.

O'Louargans 37, 201.

O'Longans, 604.

O'Lougbans 7.

O'Louglmans 7, 20, 69, 100, 604.

O'Lunnys 12, 50.

O'Lynches 8, 20, 200, 605.

O'Mackens, 20, 603.

O'Mackessys 152.

O'JIaddens'3, 30 to 55 to 110 to 120, 130

to 206 to 244 to 259 to 300 to 4] 9, to

444 to 466, 648 to 599.

Omagh 284, 286, 409.

O'Mihonys 61, 175, 233, 332, 372, 549,

004
O'Malleys 11,29, to 56, 99, to 144, to 187,

to 195 to 213, to 214, to 265 to 371 to

540.

O'Mahons 604.

O'Malones 5, 8.

O'Mannings 131.

O'Maolbrenans or Mulrenins 23, 24, 28,

100, 128.

O'Maolclochy 99.

O'Maolconrys or Conroys 85, 88, 133 to

169, 193, 223, 237, 244, 255 to 281, 303,

307, 309, 331, 354, 376, 422.

O'Maoldorrys 5, 12, 15, 19, 23, 26 to 52,

442, 005.

O'Maolfabhails 27.

O'Maolmiclnls, or O'Mulvihils 22, 128.

O'.Markys 3.

O'Martain .38.

O'Meagher 199, 213, 275, 674, 683.

O'Mcaras 199.

O'Meehans 7, 78, 243.

O'Meeneys 129.

O'Melaglilins, kings of Meath, &c. 1, 4, 6,

7, 9, 11, 13, 16 to 60, 68 to 94 to 109 to

144 to 235 to 204 to 276, 278 to 281 to

290 to 303 to 309 to 314 to 316 to 347
to 370 to 404 to 410to419to423to429.

O'Mellans 50, 141, 328, 602.

O'Miaidh 18.

O'Milford 100.

O'Milikens 248.

O'Molonys 154.

O'Monaghans 26, 67, 93, 128.

O'Mongans 100, 164.

O'Mooneys 250, 381.

O'Moores of Leix 1, 3, 25 to 140 to 190 to

206, 214 to 245 to 247 to 266 to 276 to

290 to 315 to 328 to 429 to 494 to 497

to 549 to 605 to 612, 625 to 670.

O'Morans20, 128, 131.

O'Momy 154.

O'Moriartys 179, 528.

O'Morrissys 100, 425.

O'Mulallvs 130, 309.

O'Mulbrides 131,200.
O'MuIc'lIen 162.

0'MuIdoon3 79 to 92, 153, 169, 186, 340,

603, 034.

O'Mull0(lvs6, 248, 249.

0'Mulleenys87, 100.

O'Mullens 316.

O'Mulligans 60, 52, 78, 235, 606.

O'MulIoys 0, 10 to 110, 129 to 192 to 233

to 248 to 444 to 649 to 043.

O'Miilinogliery or Early 303.

O'Mulroonvs 79, 131, 604.

O'Mulveys 77, 129, 164, 307, 608.

O'Murjdivs 8, 177, 191, 224, 31 1, 316.

O'Murrays 10, 17, 64, 78, 86, 99, 315.

O'Murrigans 7, 315.

O'Murtaghs 310.

O'Nagbtains or Nortons 23,28, 86,90, 130.

O'Neills of Tyrone, kirgs of Ulster, 2, 6,

11,27, 28 to 60 to 74 to 92 to 141 to

188 to 230 to 253 to 263 to 289 to 303

to 325 to 334 to 404 to 419 to 435 to 438

to 471 to 490 to 520 to 540 to 548 to 565

to 670 to 598 to 001 to 600 to 631 to

066 to 711 to 715 to720.

O'Neills of Clannaboy 21, 80, 93 to 141 to

230 to 263 to 289 to 404 to 471 to 490

to 520 to 540 to 548 to 601

.

O'Neills or Nihells of Clare 154.

O'Neneys 17, 60.—See Mac Neneys.

O'Nolaiis 10,225.

O'Nunans 177.

O'Quinlevans or Quinlans 201.

0'Quinns4, 7, 9, 19 to 50, 55, 71, 134,

141, 150,639,601,007.
O'Ratfertys 23, 298, 334, 384.

Oran abbey, &c., 441, 442.

O'Reillys 16, 39, 47 to 63 to 55 to 60 to

to 02 to 70 to 75 to 80 to 92 to 105 to

131 to 142 to 159 to 183 to 193 to 217

to 23 4 to 236 to 2.57 to 206 to 281 to 284

to 305 to 309 to 325 to 348 to 372 to 401

to 520 to 538 to 548 to 577 to 590 to 000

to 607 to 086.

O'Resanse, 315, 538.

Orgiall, Oriel or the counties of Louth,

Monaghan, and Armagh, with their chiefs

and clans, 1,2,3, 278, 417, 001 to 610.

Orgiallians 417, 602.

O'Riordans 177.

Orior 3.

Ormond and Desies, or connties of Tippe-

rary and Waterford, with their chiefs and

clans, 194 to 204, 610.

Ornaments of gold and silver, torques, col-

lars, crowns, &c., 122, 220, 293, 413,

424,510, 679.

O'Rodaghans 335.

O'Rogai.s 604.

O'Ronans 7.

O'Ronaynes 177.

O'Rooneys 163.

O'Rorvs or Rogers 6, 23, 315.

O'Rotiilans 129.

O'Rourkes 3, 4, 5, 8, 11, 16, 18, 19,24, 29,

30 to 59 to 03 to 72 to 75 to 80 to 90 to

109 to 142 to 183 to 215 to 217 to 234

to 257 to 281 to 284 to 309, 310 to 401

to 454 to 606 to 548 to 509 to 573 to 007

to 714, 715.

O'Rvans 197, 200, 225, 241, 250, 259, 549,

632.

O'Scanlans 3, 154, 179.
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Truagh 3.

Tiiaiin, Toome bridge 15, 28.

Tuaim Achaidli 11.

Tuaiin Grene 18.
/. , . no

Tuain, eitv, archbishops of, &c. fa, 14, ^>i,

29, 59,62,67,69, 71,73,78,84, 91,94,

108, 133, 140, 160, 184, 180, 208, 241,

244. a.')?, 258, 371, 479,521,701.

Tuath of RoscouiiNon 22.

Tuath Binn 7.

Tuath Dedanan 49, 97, 121, 122, 145, 171,

219, 293, 317, 361.

Tuites 8,94, 317.

TuUaghard 1.

TuUaghoge 17, 236, 263.

Turgesius 467.

Tyrrells 8, 16, 142, 157 to 304, 317, 621 to

625 to 682, 691 to 705.

U.

Ua Congbhala 26.

Ua iiEachach 14.

UiSneach 6, 292, 298.

Uladh or Ulidia 2, 3, 19, 337,

Dalaradia.

Umalia 66, 99.

Vesy, de, 9G,

Vivian, cardinal, 11.

W.

Wales invaded by the Irish 63.

Walshes 251.

War engine 697.

417 -See

Waterford, city and bishops of, &c. 33, 60,

185, 196 to 198, 201, 202, 181, 463,

543.

We.tford 218, 225.

White knight 225.

Wine 107.

Windele's Cork 171, 172, 176, 178, 180,

182.

Witchcraft 450, 450,

Wills, of kings Roderick and Torlogh O'Co-

nor 27,126.
of Connac Mac CuUenan 196.

of Cahir Mor 220, 556.

Wonders 6, 141, 312, 323, 469, 482.

Wooden buildings 188, 212.

EiiRATUM.—At p. 730, read Normans,

pages 463, 464.



EXPLANATION OF THE MAP.

The topoffraplucal and bistorical Map, wliich accompanies the

Annals of tlie Four Masters, lias been compiled chiefly for the

purpose of illustrating the events recorded, and pointing; out the
territories possessed by the Princes, Lords, Chiefs, and Clans,
menlioied in the course of the Annals, thus elucidating; the His-
tory, Topography, and Antiquities of Ireland. The Map has been
arranged by Philip Mac Dermott Esq., M D. and compiled part-

ly frora the ancient Topographies of O'Dugan and O'llecrin, which
are given in the Annotations to the Annals, and explained in the

Prefa e and Introduction, and partly from the Annals of the Four
Masters themselves, one of the best and most accurate authorities,

on tlie rank, titles, and territories, not only of the Irish Princes,

Chiefs and Clans, but of the great Anglo-Norman or Anglo-Irish
families. A g.-eac mass of materials has been also collected from va-
rions other sources. Abraham Ortelius, a celebrated geographer of

Antwerp, who died in l.')98, published a Map of Ireland, giving the
names of the principal Irish and English possessors, in the reign of
Elizabeth, and this Map was republished by the learned Charles
O'Connor of Belenagare, about the year 1770, showing the principal

Irish and English proprietors in the reign of James I., or beginning of

the 17 th century. An account of the Map of Ortelius is given in

the Introduction to the second volume of Shaw Mason's Statistical

Survey of Ireland.

The Mfip of Or#e?;!« is, however, very defective, for it does

not contain one seventh of the Irish Chiefs and Clans, besides, as
there are no baronies marked, it is impossible accurately to ascer-

tain the territories possessed by the various tribes. The Maps
accompanying the State Papers of the reign of Henry the VIII.
published in 1834, were compiled from about A. D. 1615, to 16G7,
and are very valuable, as containing the names of the principal

Irish and English possessors at that period, but many of thenames
are misspelled, and difficult to be ascertained ; on those Maps are

given curious representations of the three Mac Sweeneys of Done-
gal, each accompanied with the figure of a battle-axe, as they were
celebrated commanders of galloglasses. The Map of Ortelius and
those of the State Papers, as far as they go, have been made
available, but materials have been collected from numerous other

sources, as the various ancient Histories, Topographies, and Gene-
alogies found in Keating j in Cambrensis Eversus ; O'Flaherty*;. Ogy-
gia; the Dissertations of Charles O'Conor; O'lJrien's Irish Dictio-

nary ; O'Halloran; Mac Geoghegan ; the works of Ware, Usher,
Valancey, Camden, Hanmerand Campion; Cox's HiberniaAnglica-
na, Harris's Hibernica, Colgan, De Burgo, Archdall and Lanigan

;

the Public Records and Inquisitions published from 1825 to 1829,

particularly the Books on Ultonia and Lagenia ; all the topogra-
phical Dictionaries, County Histories, and Surveys hitherto pub-
lished ; ancient Peerages, by Lodge and others: Burke's Peerage
and Landed Gentry; and personal information collected from va-

rious sources. The Census of 1821 has been consulted, which
gives the names of the families in every parish in Ireland, and
many Clans have been collected from it; for where an old tribe name
is very numerous at the present day, it may be inferred that they

have been located there for ceuturies.

As the Drines make a remarkable figure in Irish History, in

the 9th, 10th and 11th centuries, they are marked on the territo-

ries where they were chiefly located along the sea coast, and the

great lakes. The Anglo-Irish on the Map, are the great Anglo-

Norman Barons, who came with Strongbow and his successors, and
were commonly called Strongbownians, together with many En-
glish families of note, who came to Ireland before the reign of

Elizabeth, or down to about A.D. 1560; and as this Map is

chiefly intended to elucidate Irish History to that period, the

great Anglo-Irish families are placed on it, most of them being

historical, and often mentioned in the Annals ofthe Four Masters

;

but the names are necessarily limited to those who came to this

country before the reign of Elizabeth, for to give all the families

of note who were located in Ireland, since that period, through
successive revolutions, would require a Map of three times

the size ; and it is to be observed, that this is intended, not as a

Map of ra odern, but of ancient Ireland ; but, at the same time it

may be mentioned, that in the topographical Notes to the Annals,

accounts have been given of the nobility and chief families of En-

glish descent, in the different counties, down to modem times. It

has been mentioned in the Notes, that ancient Ireland was made
into two great divisions, one denominated Leath Moyfia^ which
constituted the southern half, and comprised the kingdoms or an-

cient provinces of Leinster and JIunster, the other, forming the

northern half, was called Leath Cuinn, and comprised the ancient

provinces or kingdoms of Meath, Ulster and Connaught. Those
two great divisions were marked by a boundary-line, drawn from
the bay of Dublin to the bay of Galway. The five ancient pro-

vinces or knigdoms, of Meath, Ulster, Connaught, Leinster, and
Munster, which constituted the Iri.ih Pentarchy, are marked on
the Map, together with the chief ancient principalities, and large

territorial divisions, but though it might be very desirable to give

all the ancient territories, and remarkable places, with their names
in Irish as well as in English, that object could not be accom-
plished, except on a Map at least twice the size, which could not

be made available to accompany these Annals. Many ancient

names of territories and remarkable places are given, as anglicised

and latinized by various writers, to suit the general reader, for if

in Irish these names would convey little information, excejit to

Irish scholars. On reference to the names of the various territories

ni the Index to the Annals, full accounts will he found of the ex-
tent and boundaries of all the ancient kindoms or provinces, prin-

cipalities, and minor districts, from which a coloured Map could

be formed, shewing the exact extent of every territory. The
counties, and oH the baronies iri Ireland, are laid down on this Map,
for otherwise it would be impossilile to ascertain accurately the

modern localities, corresponding to the ancient possessions of the

Chiefs and Clans, and the object was to make it of general utility.

The names of many remarkable places are given, such as fortresses,

and seats of kings, ancient cities. Bishop's sees. Colleges, celebrated

battle-fields, &cc. ; but, as before stated, it would require a far

larger Map to give all the interesting objects connected with Irish

Antiquities.

On reference to the names of persons atid places in the Index to

the Annals, a full account will be found of the Irishprinces, chiefs,

and clans, and of the Anglo-Irish families of note, with their rank,

titles, and territories. In the Topographical jS')tes, accounts are

given of the territories possessed by each of the Irish princes and

chiefs, from the 10th to the 17th century, comprising a period of

seven hundred years of well authenticated history ; but it may be

observed, that before surnames were established, in the 10th and

11th centuries, and a regular succession of families ascertained, the

ancestors of those princes and chiefs had possessed these territo-

ries for more than a thousand years. In the notes from p. 550 to

552, and at pp. 579, 580, an account is given of the rank, titles,

and extent of territory held by each of the Irish princes lords,

and chiefs ; and as a guide to a general reference to the Map, it

is to be observed, that in the topographical notes to the Annuls,

the ancient territories, and the corresponding counties and baronies,

are described under the following heads, whichcan be easily found

on reference to the Index ; and a full account will be thus obtained

of all the Irish princes, lords, chiefs, and clans, as well as of the

old families of note of English descent in every county :

I. In the Notes on Meath, Teiiia, Bregia, Moy Liffey, Annaly

and Offaley, are described the counties of Meath, Westmeath,
Longford, Dublin, and parts of Kildare and King's county, with

their chiefs, clans, &c.

II. Orgiall, or the counties of Louth, Monaghan, and Armagh.
III. Dalaradia, Ulidia, and Dilrieda, or Down and Antrim.

IV. Tir-Eogain and Tir-Conal, or Tyrone, Derry, and Donegal.

V. Brefney and Fermanagh, orCavan, Leitrim and Fermanagh.

VI. Connaught North, or Sligo and Mayo.
VII. Connaught Soutli, or Galway and Roscommon.

VIII. Thomond, or Clare and Limerick.

IX. Desmond, or Cork and Kerry.

X. Orraond and Desies, or Tipperary and Waterford.

XI. Hy-Kinsellagh and Cualan, or Wexford, Wicklow, and

Carlow.
XII. Ossory, Offaley, Leix and Moy Liffey, or Kilkenny, King's,

and Queen's counties, and Kildare. A reference can also be made
to the head, County Histories, in the Index.



736 EXPLANATION OF THE MAP.

To make this Map as correct as possible, great labour has been

encountered in collecting the materials, wliich have been carefully

and accurately arranged, the compiler and publisher belnji most
anxious to render it a document that can be relied on as perfectly

authentic. Tlie Map has been engraved, with great accuracy, by
W. H. Holbroke, of Crow-street, Dublin, who also executed the

ancient Irish Ornamental Letters in the Annals, and the I/luml-

niited THle-pnge. The art of illuminating MSS. was practised

from very remote ages, chiefly by the monks, wlio embellished their

works on ecclesiastical history witli paintings in beautiful and bril-

liant colours. TJiese artists were called Illitinuwtors, aud decorat-

ed their books with elegant ornamental letters, emblematic figures,

portraits of Saints, Angels, &c., exquisitely coloured, and gilt or

burnished with gold. Many magnificent specimens of this ancient

art are to be found in various Lil)raries throughout Europe, parti-

cularly in ecclesiastical works, Lives of Saints, Books of the Gos-
pels, Missals, &:c. Tiie Irisli ecclesiastics extensively practised

tliis art, and many of their Books, of great antiquity, still remain,

such as the Book of Armagh, or of St. Patrick, the Book of Kells,

or of St. Colunikille, which is preserved in Trinity College Dulilin,

and many more in various Libraries, all exquisitely illuminated.

After tiie invention of printing, the practice of illuminating books

fell into disuse, but has been again partially introduced in modern
times, particularly in England, by the celebrated Pugin, who is

the great revivor of this art, and has published a book of splendid

specimens. The illuminated Title-Page to the Annals of tlie Four
blasters does great credit to the taste and talents of Mr. Holbrooke,
who has executed, in a very elegant style, that and other speci-

mens of this costly and difticult embellishment, and has the merit

of being the first who has attempted to revive this beautiful and
ancient art in Ireland.

Ancient Colonies.—On a Map of ancient Ireland, the Colonies

that peopled the country from the earliest ages should be placed
;

but as its size was not suitable for that purpose, the following ac-
count of tiiem is here subjoined. The Celts were (iescended from
(iomer, and the Scythians from Magog, two sons ofJaphet, son of

Noah, and both these people originally dwelt in the countries near
tiie Kuxine and Caspian seas, on the borders of Europe and Asia.

(See Notes in Annals, p. 363 to 305).

1. The Pnrtliolaiiians came from Scythia near the Euxine sea,

and were locateii chiefly in Ulster, at Inis-Samer in Donegal, and
also at Bimi-Edair now the Hill of Honth, where they were all, in

number nine thousand, cut oti'by a plague, after they had been in

Ireland thirty years.

2. The Neinedians, who were Celto-Scythians, came from the
ooinitry near the Euxine, and were located chiefly in Ulster at

Ardmaeba, or Armagh j iu Derry, and Donegal ; and at the liill of
Usneacli in Meath.

3. The Fnntorians, who were African pirates, of the race of
Ham, an<l considered to be Canaanites or Phenicians, who were
expelled from their country by Joshua, were located along the
coasts of Ulster and Connaught, mostly in Antrim, Derry, Donegal,
Leitrira, Sligo and Mayo, and had their chief fortress, called Tor-
Conaing, or Conang's Tower, on Tor Inis, or the island of the

Tower, now Tory Island, off the coast of Donegal ; and another
at the Giant's Causeway, which was called Clochan-na-Fiimo-
raiffhy according to O'Brien, in his Dictionary, signifyijig tlie

Causeway of the Fomorians, as it was supposed to have lieen con-
structed by this people, who are represented as a race of giants.

These three colonies came to Ireland at different times, about
IGOO, to 1500 years before the birth of Christ, and had many
fierce contests with each other.

4. The Fir-Bolg or Belgians, according to some accounts, were
Scythians, and came from Greece, but are more cori-ectly consi-

dered a Celtic race from Belgic Gaul, and came to Ireland about
1800 years before the Christian era ; they were located in Meath
and Leinstcr, but chiefly in Connaught, where the Fir-bolg kings
ruled for more than a thousand years.

5. The Tuath~de-Danan, considered by some to be Celto-
Scythians, by others Chaldeans, Persians, Phenicians or Pelas-
gians, arrived about I2U0 years before the birth of Clirist, and
conquered the Fir-bolg. The Danans came from the East, some
say from Greece, to Scandanavia or Detmiark, and thence to
North-Britain and Ireland. They were located cliiefly at Teamur
or Tara, aud Tailtean in Meath, at Cruachan in Connaught, and at

Aileach in Donegal. Their kings ruled over Ireland 197 years,

and this people being represented as highly skilled in the arts,

they are by some Antiquaries supposed to have built the Round
Towers.

6. The Milesians or Gael, originally Celto-Scythians, near the
Euxine Sea, on the borders of Europe and Asia, settled in Spain in

very remote ages, and were mixed with the Celtiberians and Phe-
nicians. They came to Ireland from Gallieia, in North Spain,
about 1000 years before the Christian era, and conquered the
Danans. The Milesians were divided into three great tribes, the
Heremonians, Heberians, and Iriaus, so called as descendants of

til ree brothers, Heremon, Heber, and Ir, the sons of Milesius king
of Spain. The Irians had Ulster : the Heremonians possessed
Meath, and Leinster, and afterwards, also, Connaught and Ulster

;

the Heberians had Mimster. The Clanna-Breogain, or Briguntes,
were a branch of the Milesians, and so called from their ancestor

Breogain, king of Spain, who was grandfather of Milesius; they
were also called Itklans, from Ith, the son of Breogain, and some-
times Lugadians, from Lugbaidh, the son of Ith. The Brig,antes

were located in South Leinster, and under the name of Ithians and
Lngadians, in Cork and Kerry, or ancient Desmond.

7. The Crnthnenns or Pixts were Celto-Scythians, and, accor-

ding to our ancient historians, came from Thrace, soon after the

arrival of the Milesians, or about 1000 years B. C., but not being

permitted by the Milesians to remain in Ireland, they sailed to

Albain, or Scotland, and became possessors of that country; in

the course of many centuries, colonies of them came over and
settled in Ulster, about the beginning of the Christian era. and at

subsequent times ; they were located chiefly in the territories which
now form the counties of Down, Antrim, and Derry. An account
of all these colonies, and of the tribes in Ireland, mentioned by the

Greek geographer Ptolemey, in the 2nd century, is given at p.

840 to 345 ~; 301 to 309, and 391 to 394, in the Notes to the Annals.

8. The i)anes and Norwegians, or Scandinavians, a Teutonic

race, of Scythian origin, came to Ireland in great numbers, in the

9th and 10th centuries, and were located chiefly iu Leinster and
Munster, in many places along the sea-coast, their strongholds

being the towns of Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, Cork, and
Lijuerick.

9. The Anglo-Normans, a Teutonic race, descended from the

Normans of France, who were a mixture of Norwegians, Danes,

and French, and conquered England in the 11th century, came to

Ireland in the 12th century, and got possession of a great part of

the country, under their cliief leader, Richard de Clare, earl of

Pembroke, who was named Strongbow, hence his followers have
been called Strongbownians.

1 0. The A nglo-Saxom, or English, a Teutonic race, came from
the 12th to the 18th century. The Britons or Welsh, a mixture

of Celts and Saxons, came in the 12th and 13th centuries. These
English colonics were located chiefly in Leinster, but also in great

numbers in Munster and Connaught, and partly in Ulster.

11. The Scots, who were chiefly Celts of Irish descent, came in

great numbers from the 10th to the I6th century, and settled in

Ulster, mostly in Antrim, Down, and Derry ; but on the Planta-

tion of Ulster with British colonies, in the 17 th century, the new
setllirs in that province were chiefly Scotch, who were a mixture

of Celts and Saxons. Thus the seven first colonies were a mixture
of Celts, Scythians, and Phenicians ; but the four last were mostly

Teutons, though mixed with Celts; and a compound of all these

races in which the Celtic blood is predominant, forms the present

population of Ireland.

Ancient Names of Ireland.— 1. Inis Ealga, or the Noble Isle.

2. Fiodh-Inis, or the Woody Island. 3. Crioch Fuinidh, the Fi-

nal, or most remote Country. 4. Inis-Fail, or the Island of Des-
tiny. 5. Fodhla. 0. Banba. 7. Eire, Eri, Eirin, and Erin, sup-

posed to signify the ^^'e9tern Isle. These were the Irish names of

Ireland. 8. lerne, lerna, lernis. Iris, and Irin. 9. Ivernia,

Ibernia, Hibernia, Juvernia, louernia, Hiberia, Hilierione, and
Verna. 10. Insula Satra, or the Sacred Isle. 11. Ogygia, or the

most ancient Land. These were all names given by the Greeks
and Romans. 12. Scotia, or the land of the Scots. 13. Insula

Sancturum, or the Island of Saints, were names applied by various

Latin writers and ecclesiastical historians. 14. Eire-land, or Ire-

land, by the Anglo-Saxons. 15. By the Danes, Irlandi and Irar.

10. By the Anglo-Normans, Irelande.

—

See Annals, p. 388.
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